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WORKS 


William Bates, D. D. 


I. Diſcourſes on the Exiſtence of God ; | VIII. Spiritual Perfe&ion. | 


1h Immortality of the Soul; and the | IX. Eleven Sermons on ſeveral Occa- | \ 
Divinity of the Chriſtian Religion: ſrons. 


I. The Harmony of the Divine Attri-|X. A Sermon upon the Death of Queen 


Mary. | 
ME. The great Duty of Reſignation. | XI. A "Og Sermon on Dr, Manton. 
IV. The Danger of Proſperity. XII. A Funeral Sermonon Dr. Jacomb. | | 
V. Sermons of the Forgiveneſs of Sins. | XIII. A Funeral Sermon on Mr. Baxter : | | 
VI. The Sure Trial of Uprightneſs. With his Life. 


VIE The Four laſt Things : viz. Death, XIV. A Funeral Sermon on Mr. 
Judgment, Heaven, and Hell : (In Clarkſon. 


which his Book called, The Final| XV. A Funeral Sermon on Mr. Ben- 
Happineſs of Man, 1s included. ) | jaminAſhurſt. 


| To whichare added, Two Diſcourſes never before Publiſhed : 


T. 0: Divine Meditation. IE. Onthe Fear of God, &c. | 


| Alſo ſome Account of the A VTHOR's Life and Charafter, in + Funcral 


With an Alphabetical Table to the Whote. | | 
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Heavenly Operations 8.x. >. oro ln, nh, 
_ We bve in an Infidel Age, wherein Wickednef: 
The thoughts of the Mind are. diſcovered by, the « 
ef of \ the great Juagmenty . aud. tt 
follows, . it were not p0, ble for Men to fin ſo freely, and 
rate againit God himſelf. Senſuality and Infidelity are Elemen 
Symbolical quality, and by an eaſie alteration are chang'd into one anothe 
Fleſhly Lufts darken the Mind, and render it un ake a diftintt view 0 
ings Sublime and Spiritual. - They, hinde ation, ( eſpect 
0 She may trouble the Conſcience) by their impetuous Diſorders. 
which is the warſt effef, the corrupt Will bribes the Mind to ar gue for what it 
viſion of things eternal, that they may blindly follow the. 
Thus Epicurus with his Herd ( as * one of t 7 
denied the Immortality of the Soul, conſonantly to his det 
. the Supreme Happine 
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$ of Man conſifted in the delights of 
tis as natural that the dishelief of another State hereafter /hou 
cline Men to follow their Licentious Pleaſures. If the Soul, accor 
impious fancy of thoſe Infidels deſcribed in the Book of Yi 
Fire that preſerves the vital beat for a little time, and gives Mot on 
Members, Vigor to the Senſes, and Spirits for the Thoug] ul 
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The PREFACE. 
in Death, and nothing remains but a wretched heap of Aſhes, what pre-emi- 
nence has Man above a Beat ? It follows therefore in the progreſs of their 
Reaſon "tis equal to indulge their Appetites as the Beaſts do, If what is 


Immortal puts on Mortality, the Conſequence is natural, Letus eat and 
drink, for to morrow we muſt die. | 


Now though ſupernatural Revelation confirm'd by Miracles, and the continual - 
Accompliſhment o Pbeciew has brought Life and Immortality into that open 
light, that the meane$t Chriſttan has a fuller and more certain Evidence of it, 
than the cleare$t ſpirits of the Heathens ever had ; yet becauſe the weight of 

Authority is of no force with Libertines, 'tis neceſſary to ar gue from common 
Principles, which they cannot diſavow. Indeed the Shield of Faith, and 
the Sword of the Spirit are our be Defence in the Holy War; but with 
the uſe of equal Arms, Reaſons againſt Reaſons, the Cauſe of Religion 
will be viftorious. Ty = 0 

\- *Tis the deſign of the enſuing Treatiſe to diſcover by the light of Nature 
inviſible Objefs, VIZ. that a Sovereign Spirit made and governs the ſenſible 
World; that there is an Immortal Soul in Man, and an Eternal ſtate of Happi- 
neſs or Miſery expeds him hereafter. There is ſuch a neceſſary Connezion between 
theſe Supreme Truths, the Being of God, and future Recompences to Men, 
that the denial of the one includes the denial of the other. *Tis uncertain which 

of the two is the fri} ſtep, whether Men deſcend from the disbelief of the future . 
ate to Atheiſm, or from Atheiſm to Infidelity in that point. ; 
Some excellent Perſons. have imployed their Talents on this Subject, from ; 

whom I have received advantage in compiling the preſent Work. I have 

been careful not to build upon falſe Arches, but on ſubſtantial Proofs, and to 
perſwade Trath with Truth, as becomes a ſincere Counſellor, and well-willer 
to Souls. And if the fecure Perſon will but attentively and impartially conſi- 
der, he muſt be convinc'd that tis the only true Wiſdom to believe and prevent, ; 
and not venture on the trial of things in that flate, where there is no other 
mending of the error , but an everlaſting ſorrow for it. Thoſe whoſe | 

Hearts are ſo irrecoverably depraved, that no Motives can perſwade to examine 

what ſo nearly touches them with calmneſs and ſobriety, and their Minds ſo fa- 

tally fapified, that no Arguments can awaken, muſt miſerably feel what they 
wilfully doubt of ; whom the Light does not convince, the Fire ſhall. 
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Atheiſm is fearful of publick diſcovery. Four Heads of Arguments to prove 
the Being of GOD. 1. The wiible frame of the World, and the nu- 
merous Natures in it, exactly modelled for the good of the whole, prove 
it to be the work of a moſt wiſe Agent. The World conſider'd in its 
ſeveral parts. The Sun in its ſituation motion, and effetts, declare the 
Providence of the Creator. The diurnal motion of the Sun from Eaſt to 
Weſt is very beneficial to Nature. The annual courſe brings admirable ad- 
vantage to it. The gradual paſſing of the ſenſible World, from the 
exceſs of heat to the extremity of cold, an effect of Providence. Thecon. - 
ſtant revolutions of = and Night, and of the Seaſons of the Tear, diſco- 


vers that a wiſe Cauſe orders them, 
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N the managing the preſent SubjeQ,. I ſhall firſt propound ſuch things as clearly 
diſcover that a Soveraign Spirit, rich in Goodneſs, moſt wiſe in Counſel, and 
_ powerful in Operation, gave being to the World, and Manin it. This part of 
my Work may ſeem needleſs, becauſe there are very few, if any, declared Atheiſts. 
| As Monſters remain where they are born, in the deſert Sands of Africa, not 
ſeen, unleſs ſought for; ſo there are ſome unnatural Enormities, that conſcious how 
execrable they are, conceal themſelves in ſecret, and dare notappear in open view. And 
of all others, no impiety is ſo monſtrous and fearful of publick diſcovery as Atheiſm. 
But, The Fool ſaith in his heart there is no God. He ſecretly whiſpers in contra- 
diction to Nature, Reaſon, Conſcience; Authorities, there is no ſupream inviſible Power 
to whom he is accountable. And having thus concluded in the dark, he loſes ail reve- . 
rence of the Divine Laws, and makes himſelf a God, his carnal vicious appetite the ſu- 
pream rule, and the ſatisfaCtion of it his chief Good. That many in our times, even of 
the great Pretenders to Wit and Reaſon, are guilty of this extream folly, is ſadly evi- 
dent. They live as abſolute Atheiſts, only refuſe the Title for fear of infamy, or puniſh- 
ment. It will therefore not be unſeaſonable+to revive the natural Notion of the Deity. 
| Now to eſtabliſh this Truth no Arguments are more convincing than what are level to 
all underſtandings. And thoſe are, - COLDER Pats is 
I. The viſible frame of the World, and the numerous ' natures in it, all modell'd by - 
this ſupream Rule, the good ofthe whole. neon 
IT. The uſual and the extraordinary Works of Providence towards Men according -to 
the moral quality of their actions. - £0 BEES. 
HI. The Evidences that prove the World had a beginning in time. 
IV. The univerſal ſence of the Deity impreſt on the minds of Mer. werrsÞsr7% 
I. The firſt Reaſon is clear and intelligible to all: for 'tis the inſeparable prapetty/.of 
an intelle&ual Agent to propound an End, to judge of the convenience obs the 
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6 The Exiſtence of G O D. 
Means and it, and to contrive them in ſuch a manner as to accompliſh it. Now if we 
Chap. 1. ſiirvey the Univerſe, and all the Beings it contains, their Proportion, Dependence and 
—Y> Harmony, it will fully appear that antecedently to its Exiſtence, there was a perfect 
Mind that deſign'd it, and diſpoſed the various parts in that exa@ order, that one 
+ Vitro, Pref beantiful Worta. 35 compos'd of them. The * Philoſopher conjeCtured truly, who be- 
1.6. © ing ſhipwrackt on the Iſland of Rhodes, and cont to the ſhore, ſpying ſome Mathematical 
figures drawn onthe Sand, cry'd out with joy, Viſtigia hominum video, 1 ſee the Footſteps 
of Men, and comforted his deſpairing Companions, that they were not caſt into a De- 
ſert, or place of Savages, but of Men civil and wiſe, as hediſcovered by thoſe impreſli- 
ons of their Minds. And if we obſerve the frame of the VVorld, the concatenation 
of the ſuperiour with the middle, and of the middle with the lower parts, whereby 'tis 
not an accidental aggregation of Bodies, but an intire Univerſe z if we conſider the juſt 
diſpoſing they} conveniently to their nature and dignity, the inferiour and leſs noble 
depending on the ſuperiour, and that ſo many contrary natures with that fidelity and league 
of mutual love embrace and afliſt each other, that every one working according to 
its peculiar quahty, yet all unite their operations for one general end, the preſervation 
and benefit of the whole, muſt we not ſtrongly conclude that 'tis the work of a deſigning 


and moſt wiſe Agent - 


--——--Pulchrum pulcherrimus ipſe 
Boer. Mmundum mente gerens, ſimilique ab imagine formans. 


To make this more evident, I will produce ſome Inſtances. 2 
TheSun, of all Celeſtial Bodies the moſt excellent in beauty and uſefulneſs, does in its 
ſimation, motion, effeCs, pebliſh the glory of a moſt wiſe Providence. 


1. In its fituation. - The wiſeſt Providence could not deſign to place it better with 


reſpe& to'its Dignity, or with reſpect to the Celeſtial Bodies, or the benefit of the lower 
VVorid. For 'tis plac'd where the Stars by refleding his glorious Light, as. Tributaries 
do homage to him their Sovereign, the fountain of their beauty. *Tis in the midſt of 
the Planets, to enlighten them with his brightneſs, and enkindle them with his fire, and 
thereby derive to them ſfach benign-qualities and aftivities, that make them beneficial to 
mixt Bodies. *Tis the Heart ofthe V Vorld, wherein all the vital Spirits are prepared, and 
tis. ſo conveniently . ſeated as to tranſmit to all, even the moſt diſtant parts of that vaſt 
Body, by perpetual irradiations, the moſt temperate various and effetual influences, ne- 


ceffary for the produdtion and preſervation of innumerable ſpecies of beings in it. If 


the Sun were rais'd to the Stars, the Earth for want of its quickning heat would loſe 
its prolifick vertue , and remain a carcaſs. The Air would be fill'd with continual 
opprefling vapours, the Sea would overflow the Land. If it were as low asthe Moon, 
2s dangerous effe&s would follow, The Air would be inflam'd by its exceflive heat, 
| the Sea boyling , the Rivers dryed up, every "Mountain a Veſuvins or Aitza; the 
whole Earth a barren maſs of Aſhes, a deſert of Arebia. But in this due diſtance, itpu- 
rifies. the Air, abates the ſuperfiuity of Waters, temperately warms the Earth, and keeps 
the Flements in ſuch degrees of power, as are requilite for the aCtivity of mixt badies 
depending on them. It cannot be in another place without the diſorder and injury of uni- 

verſal Nature. _ 
Beſides, there is a ſenſible proof of a wiſe Director in its || Motion, from whence fo 
(hv mg many and various Effects proceed. The Diurnal Motion from Eaſt 'to Weſt cauſes the 
tave argued, Day. The Sun is the firſt Spring and great Original of Light, and by his preſence diſ- 
thar the Earth cayers the Beauties of the moſt of viſible Objects. From hence all the pleaſant variety of 
pa mance: Colours, to which Light is the Soul that gives Vivacity. Without the World would be 
the Earth or the Sepulcher of it ſelf, nothing but Silence and Solitude, Horrour and Confufion. The 
— - p82 Light guides our Journeys, awakens and direds our Induſtry, pretgrves mutual Con- 
World, the 'verfation. And the withdrawing of the Sun from one Hemiſphere io another is as bene- 
qpring= wn ficial ro the World by cauſing Night. For that has peculiar advantages. Its darkne( 
mirable, nor enlightens us to ſee the Stars, and to underſtand their admirable Crier, Aſpedts, Influ- 
the commerce ences; their Conjundtion, Diſtarices, Oppoſition, from which proceeds their different 
regular, nor effects in all paſſive Bodies. Now what can be more pleaſant than the Ornaments and 
ie convincing Diverſities of theſe Twins of time 2 Beſides, by this diſtinction of the Day and Night 
= h,v-al there is a fit ſucceſſion of Labour and Reſt, of the Works and Thoughts of Men; thoſe 
famdi. proper to the Day, aQive and clear ; the other to the Night, whoſe obſcurity preventsthe 
| wandring of the Mind through the Senſes, and Silence tavours its calm Contemplations. 
And the conſtant revolution of Day and Night in th- (pace of twenty four hours, is of 
great benefit, If they ſhould continue ſix entire Vionths together, as under the Folk 
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touch on afterward. 
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though their ſpace would be equal in the compaſs of the Year as now, yet with pub- 
lick diſadvantage. The ſhining of the Sun without intermiſhon, would be very hurtful 
to the Earth, and to its Inhabitants. ; And its long abſence would cauſe equal miſchiefs 
by contrary qualities. "aha the rang of TY gods” living Magn cannot_ſub- 
fiſt long in- travail, without repairing their decays by reſt. Now- the ſucceſſion. of Day 
and Noht in that ſpace, fitly tempers their laboub aa repoſe. . Aﬀe - the today fre 
vice of the Day, the Sun retires behindthe Earth, anll the Nightprocures'#tru&& from 
buſineſs, unbends the World, and invites to teſtih its deep filence and tranquility. And 
by fleep, when the animal operatians .ceaſe, the Spirits that were much conſuntd- in the 
ſervice of the ſenſes, are renewed, aud united, in affiſtance to the vital faculties ;; the 
Body is reſtored, and at the ſpringing Day made freſh and ative for new labour. So that 
the wiſdom of the Creator is as viſthle in the manner of this diſpenſation, as the | thing it 


ſelf. And 'tis an obſervable point of Providence in ordering the length and ſhodmels of 


Chap. 
git ng? 


b ad 


Days and Nights for the good of the ſeveral parts of the World. :: Under-the Equi- 


nodial Line the Earth being parch'd by the direct beams of the Sun, the Nights are regu- 
larly twelve hours through the Year, freſh and moiſt to remedy that inconvenience. On 
the contrary, in the Northern parts, where there 1s a fainter reflettion of its Beams, the 
Days are very long, that the Sun may ſupply by its continuance, what is defe&ive ithits 
vigour, to ripen the Fruits of the Earth. | F 
The annual courſe of the Sun between the North and South, diſcovers alſo the high 


and admirable Wiſdom of God. For all the benefits that Nature 'reccives, * dependson 


his unerring conſtant motion through the ſame Circle declining and oblique, with reſpe 

to the Poles of the World. 'Tis not poflible that more can be'done with leſs. From 
hence proceeds the difference of Climates, the inequality of Days'and Nights, the varie- 
ty of Seaſons, the diverſe mixtures of the firſt Qualities, the univerſal Inſtruments of 
natural ProduCions. In the Sprizg 'tisin conjunttion with the Pleiades, to cauſe fweet ſhow- 
ers, that are as Milk to nouriſh the new-born tender Plants, that hang as the breaſts of 
the Earth. In the Swmwer 'tis joyn'd with the Dog-Szar, to redonble its force, for the 
produttion of Fruits neceſſary to the fupport of living Creatures. And Wizter, that in 


appearance 15 the death of Nature, yet is. of admirable uſe for the good of the Univerſe. 


The Earth is cleanſed, moiſtened and prepar'd, ſo that our hopes of the ſucceeding Year 
depends on the Froſts and Snows of Wiazer. ms” "ee 


Ic the Sun in its diurnal and annual motion were ſo fwiſt that the Year were com- 


pleated in fix Months, and the Day and Night in' twelve Hors, the fruits of the Earth 
would want a neceffary ſpace to ripen. If onthe contrary it were ſo flow, as double the 


time were ſpent in its return, the Harveſt but oncegathered in the twenty four Months, 
could not ſufhce for the nouriſhment of living creatures, jf 

'Tis alſo a confiderable effeft of Providence, that the ſenſible World do's not ſud- 
denly paſs from the higheft degrees of heat to the extremity of cold, nor from this to that, 
but ſo gradually that the paſſage is not only tolerable, but pleaſant. Immediate extreams 
are very dangerous to Nature. To prevent that inconvenience, the Spring interpoſes be- 
tween the Winter and Swnmer, by its gentle heat diſpoſing living bodies for the exceſs of 
Surrmer. And Autwrm of a Middle quality prepares them for the rigour of Winter 5 that 
they may paſs from one to another without violent alteration. TN SY 

To attribute theſe Revolutions, ſo juſt and uniform to Charce, is the perfeCtion of. Fol- 
ly : * For Chance, as a cauſe that works without deſign, has no conſtancy nor order in'its 
effefts. If aDy be thrown an hundred times, the fall is contingent, - and rarely ppt ve 
to be twice together on the ſame ſquare. Now the Alternate retarns of Day and Night 
are perpetual in all the Regions of the Univerſe. And thongh neither the'one nor the 
other begin nor end their Courſe twice together in-the ſame Point ; ſo that their motion 
appears confuſed ; yet 'tisfo juſt, that at the finiſhing of the Year they are found to have 
taken preciſely as many paces the one as the other. In the amiable War between them, 
hank ws of the two always gets, and the other loſes the hours, yet in the end they 
retire equal. and the vicifſitudes of Seaſons with an inviolable tenor ſucceed one another. 
Whoever faw the various Scenes of a Theater move by hazard in thoſe juſt ſpaces of 
time, as to repreſent Palaces or Woods, Rocks and Seas, as the Subjeft of the Actors re- 
quired ? And can the lower World four times in the circle of the Year chinge appear- 
ance, and alter the Seaſons ſo conveniently to the uſe of Nature,and no powerfill Mind dire& 
that great Work ? Frequent diſcoveries of an end orderly purſued, muſt be attributed to x 
judicious Agent. | F 

The Pfalmiſt guided not only by Inſpiration but Reaſon, declares, The Day is thine, the 
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Night alſo is thine, thou madeſt the Summer and Winter. ' But this I ſhall have occaſion to - 


CHAP. 
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as OS CHAP. II. 


The Air a fit medium to convey the Light and Influences of the Heavens to 
the lower World. *Tis the repoſitory of Vapours that are drawn up 
the Sun; and deſcend in fruitful Showers. The Winds of preat 
nefit. The ſeparation of the Sea from the Land the effe& of great 
Wiſdom and Power. That the Earth is not an equal Globe, is both 
pleaſant and | uſeful. The league of the Elements conſidered. Excellent 
Wiſdom viſeble in Plants and Fruits, The ſhapes of Animals are 
anſwerable to their properties. They regularly ati to preſerve themſelves. 
The Bees, Swallows, Ants drreGed by an excellent mind, 


T* HE Expanſjon of the Air from the Etherial Heavens to the Earth, is another teſti- 
mony of Divine Providence. * For 'tis tranſparent and of a ſubtile Nature, 

and thereby a fit medium to convey Light and Celeſtial Influences to the lower 
World. It receives the firſt impreſſions of the Heavens, . and infinuating without reſj- 
ſtance, conveys them to ihe moſt diſtant things. By it the greateſt numbers of uſeful ob- 
jets, that cannot by immediate application to our faculties be known, are tranſmitted in 
their images and repreſentations : All colours and figures to the Eye, ſounds to the Ear. 
"Tis neceffary for the ſubſiſtence of Animals that live by reſpiration. It mixes with _ 
their. nouriſhment, cools the inward heat, and tempers its violence. +. 

Beſides, in the Air Vapours are attrafted by the Sun, till they aſcend to that height to 
which its reflection does not arrive, and there loſing the ſoul of heat that was only bor- | 
rowed, by degrees return to their native coldneſs, and are gathered into Cloud : 
which do not breakin a deluge of Waters that would waſh away the ſeed, but diſſol- * 
ving into fruitful ſhowers, fall in millions of drops to refreſh the Earth ; ſo that whatis * 
taken from it without loſs, 1s reſtored with immenſe profit. . 

The Air is the field of the Winds, an inviſible generation of Spirits whoſe Life conſiſts 
in motion. Theſe are of divers qualities and eftefts, for the advantage of the World. 
Some are.turdid, others ſerene and chearful ; ſome warm and refrefhing, others cold and 
ſharp; ſome are placid and'$entle, others furious and ſtormy; ſome moiſt, other dry. 
They cleanſe and purifie the Air that otherwiſe would corrupt by the ſetling of Vapours, 

. and be deſtru&ive to the lives of Animals. They convey the Clouds for the univerſal be- © 
nefit of the Earth : For if. the Clouds had no motion but direftly upwards, they muſt only { 
fall on thoſe parts from whence they aſcended, to the great damage of the Earth, For | 
moiſt places that ſend up plenty of Vapours would be overflowed ; and the higheſt parts, 
to which no other Waters ariſe, would be unfruitful. Now - the Winds are yn to all 
the quarters of the World, and as the Reins are ſlack or hard, they guide the Clouds for 
the advantage of the lower World. | 

The ſeparation of the Sea from the Land, and containing it within juſt bounds, is the 
effe& of Almighty Wildom and Goodneſs. For being the lighter Element, its natural 
ſituation is above it. And till ſeparated, 'twas abſolutely uſeleſs as to habitation or fruit- 
falneſs. *Tis now the convenient ſeat of terreſtrial Animals, and ſupplies their Proviſions. 

- And the Sea is fit for Navigation, whereby the moſt diſtant Regions maintain Commerce 
for their mutual help and comfort. 

The Rivers diſpers'd through the veins of the Earth, preſerve its beauty, and make it 
fruitful, They are always in motion, to prevent corrupting, and to viſit ſeveral Parts, 
that the labour of cultivating may not Ee in vain. And that theſe Waters may not fail, 
the innumerable branches ſpread through the Earth, at laſt unite in the main Body of the 

* NeSjlve Sea, What they pour into it, through ſecret chanels they derive from it, by a natural per- 
cen: hore A tual circulation, not to be imitated by Art. In this we have a clear proof of the Wiſ- 
cer Medicins dom and Gvednels of the Creator. 


caret, ſara 


oh That the Earth is not an equal Globe, but ſome parts are rais'd into Hills and Mountains, 
rum omnizmm, Others ſunk into deep Vallies ;/ ſome are immenſe Plains, affedts with various delight, and |} 
aſquam no 15 uſeful for excellent ends: Notonly for the production of Minerals, of Marble and Stones 
— _ requiſite for Buildings, but for the thriving of ſeveral kinds of Grain and Plants that are 
« Medicina fie- neceſſary for Food or * Medicine: For ſome: love the Shade, - others the Sun z ſome 
-6 {amt flouriſh beſt on Rocks and Precipices, others in low moiſt places ; ſome delight in Hills, 

| | others 
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others in Plains. Thus by the unequal ſurface of the Earth, is cauſed/a convenient tem. SAN 
perature of Air and Soil for its productions. © | _ Chap. 2a. / 
Add further, The Wiſdom of the Creator is diſcovered by obſerving the League of the "VS 
Elements from whence all mixt Bodiesarife. - Of how difterent qualitiesare Earth, Water, 
Air, Fire? Yet all combine together without the deftrntion oftirEnxin; that is as ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve Nature as their Friendſhip. Can there be imagined-z greater diſcord 
in the parts of the Elementary World, and-a-;greattr: concord-in the-whole > To reduce 
them to ſuch an equilibrium that all ther. operations promote the ſame end, proves that 
there is a Mind of the higheſt Wiſdom, that has an abſolute Dominion over all things, and 
tempers them accordingly. bio 4 RY 1 
If we come to Plants and Flowers. Who divided their kinds, and form'd them in that 


- beautiful order > Who painted and perfum'd them? How doth theſame Water dye them 


with various Colours, the Scarlet, rhe Purple, the Carnation ? . What cauſes the ſweet 
Odours that breathe from them with an inſen(ible ſubnilty, and diffuſe inthe Air for our de- 
light > From whence proceed their difterent vertues? [Theſe admirable works of Nature 
exceed the || imitation and comprehenſion of Man. *Ts clear therefore they proceed from PR 
a Cauſe that excels him in Wiſdom and Power. That ſome Plants of excellent vertue are quo itla confici- 

full of prickles in their ſtock and leaves, to prote&t them from Beaſts that would root "tw; mine 


them up, or trample on them, an -* Atheiſt acknowledg'd to be the effe& of Provi- — 
dence. Theſame Wiſdom preſerves the Seed in the Root nnderthe Flower, and prepareh dizerim quam 


the numerous Leaves of Trecs, not only for a ſhadow to refreſh living 'Creatures, bit x6 5 Tull 
{ccure their Fruits from the mjaries of theweather. Therefore in the Spring they ſhoot 


forth always before the Fruits are form'd. And tender delicate Fruits are cover'd with © is, t& 


| | By bliſs 
broader and thicker leaves than others of a firmer ſubſtance. In Winter they caſt their {us þ- ging 


leaves, are naked and dry, the vital fap refring to the root, . as if careleſs of dying in the '** & "hog 
members to preſerve life in the heart, that in the returning Spring diffuſes new heat and 99. ond in 
ſpirits, the cauſe of their flouriſhing and fruitfulneſs. _ The ſeaſon of Fruit is another #:dj- 7 9dimus, bs- 
cation of Providence. In Swamrer.we'have the cool and moiſt to refreſh our heats," m rm dre. 
Autumn the durable to be preſerved when che Earth produces none. 4 1, ks 

If weabſerve the lower rankof Animals, their kinds, ſhapes, 'properties, 'tis evident 
that all are the Copies of a deſigning Mind, the effects of a skilftul Hand. Somie of them , ns 
are fierce, others farmliar ; ſome are ſcrvale, others free ; ſome crafty, others ſimple, and Fo..2q _— 
all fram'd conveniently to their Natures How incongruous were it for the Solt'bf a hrmeſe for- 
Lion to dwell in the Body of aSheep, or that of an Hareto animate.the body of.a Cow > —— - 
It would require a Volume to deſcribe their different ſhapes, and fitneſs to. their particular vide ſollertiſg 
natures. Thoſe which are fruitful in many births, as Swine and Dogs, are furniſhed with juan wh F La 
many Teats for the ſupply of their nouriſhment ; which * Ta#y obſerves to be the certain ms —_ 
effect of provident Nature. Beſides, creatures meerly ſenſitive are aCted ſo regwarly to Jars, & 6s 
preſerve themſelves and their kind, that the reaſon of a ſuperiour Agent || ſhines in all ys Hoa datarf 
theiraQtions. They no ſooner come into the World but know their Enemies, and either tituds, quas 
by Strength , or Art ſecure themſelves. They are inftrufted to ſwim, to fly, torun, to _ a 
leap. They underſtand their fit nouriſhment, and remedies proper for their diſeaſes. « gigune. + 
Who infuſed into Birds the art to build their Nefts, the * love to cheriſh their Young ? Lys cls 
How ar the Becs inſtructed to frame their Hony-combs without F hands, and. in the dark, twe ratio in- 
and of ſuch a figure that among all other of equal compaſs and filling up the ſartie fpace, ew Ro 
is moſt capacious > The conſideration of their Art and Induſtry, their political'Govern- © 
ment and Providence, and other miraculous qualities, ſo aſtoniſh'd ſome great Wits, that * Wd dicam 
they attributed ſomething Divine * to them. We I APE 737 0700s DET: 


fit 
Eſe Apibus partem divine mentis, & hauſtin 
FKitherios dixere -—= 


| __ -—— Some there are maintain | 
That Bees deriv'd from a Ccoeleſtial ſtrain, 
And Heavenly race. 


What moves the Swallows upon the approach of Winter to fly to 4 mote temperate Clime, = none dgd 
aS if they underſtood the Celeſtial Signs, the Influences of the Stars, and the Changes of my : 
the Seaſons > From whence comes the fore-fight of the Ants to provide in'Summer.for ,mwwn. ys 
Winter > Their cxconomy and fervour, their diſcretion in aſliſting one another, as if nies 
knowing that every one laboured for all, and where the benefit is common the labour muſt M2” 
be common ; their care to fortifie their Receptacles with a bank of Earth, that in great Virgt 
Rains it may not be overflowed, have made them the fit Emblems of prudent diligence. 
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RAS This is excellently deſcribed by Virgil 
Chap. 3. 
ed Ac veluti ingentem formice farris Acervum, 
Cum populant, Hyemis memores, tefoque reponunt, 
It nigrum _ agmen, predamque per herbas 
ComveFant calle anguſto,” pars grandiatrudunt 
Obnixa frumenta humeris ; pars agmina cogunt, 
Caſtigantque moras, Opere omnis ſemita fervet. 


Thus tranſlated by Mr. Godolpbiv. 
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So when the Winter-feating Ants invade 

Some heaps of Corn the Husbandman had made ; 
The ſable Army marches, and with Prey 

Laden return, preiling the Leafy-way 

Some help the weaker, and their ſhoulders lend 5 
Others the Order of the March attend, 

Bring up the Troops, and puniſh all delay: 


How could they propound ſuch Ends, and deviſe Means proper to obtain them? *Tis evi- 
dent from their conſtant and regular actings, that an Underſtanding above Man's, who of- 
ten fails in his deſigns, impreſt their unerring inſtins, and direCts their motions. 


———_—_ 
ts. "_ and 


CHAP itt 


The Body of Man form'd with perfe& deſign for Beauty and Uſe ulneſs. 
A yy L Fienrly of its vio Fr Fey the E 4 and my __ 
rably diſcovers the Wiſdom of the Maker, The ar ſtature of the Body 
fitted for the rational Soul, Man by ſpeech is fitted for ſoctety. How 
the Aﬀections are diſcovered in the Countenance. The diſtinftion of Perſons 
by the Face how neceſſary. T he reaſonable Soul the imageof a wiſe and wolun+ 
tary Apent. 7 
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ture, wherein are very clear evidences of a wiſe Maker. | 
The Body 1s the moſt artificial of all periſhing things in the World. *Tis juſtly, called 
the ſtore-bouſe of proportions. Tis equally impoſſible to add any thing but what is ſuperflu- 
ous, or to take away any thing but what is neceſſary. How many internal parts, divers in 
their qualities and figures, are diſpoſed with that providence, that all operate according to 
their proper Natures, and not one can te, I do not ſay better, but tolerably in any other 
place, as well for 1ts ſpecial as the common benefit ? All are ſo juſtly ordered, with that 
mutual dependence as to their being and operations, that none can be without the whole, 
nor the whole without it. So that if with attentive Eye we conſider this, it might ſeem 
|| Omnia in b- that in making the Body, the deſign was only reſpeCting convenience and || profit : But if 
yoons —— wan we turn our thoughts from that which is within this unparalle'd Piece, and regard the 


ven _ various forms and ſtructure of the: outward parts, the graceful order that adorns them, 


"r« Tal. - We might imagine that the Maker only deſigned its regular viſible beauty. * As Phavori- 


* Platonis Ora- 24s COMPATrIng the Writings of two famous Orators, obſerved that if one word be taken 
mou > 16s M from a ſentence of Plats, you ſpoil'd the elegance, if from Lyſfas, the ſenſe. So the 
de dlegantia de. taking away the leaſt conſiderable part from the Body, ſpoils it comlineſs, or uſefulneſs. 
m_— mw + Two great Pliloſophers have left excellent Diſcourſes of the parts of the Body juſtly 
aſia, eſteemed among their moſt noble works. Galen after an exquiſit obſervation of the Syme- 
try of this Fabrick, challeng'd the Epicureans, to find but one of all the numerous parts 
un orpeg id that compoſe it, the leaſt Vein or Fibre, that was not ſerviceable for its proper end, or 
bus. bn js «- might be better 1f-chang'd inits form, temperature or place, and he would embrace 
Ne iwesg Deir Opinion, that Chance was the Author of it. In particular he makes an inquiry whe- 
2 o6ual@ 5 ther the Heart thatdoes the office of the Sun in that little World, could be plac'd better 
= joe, FR than in the middle of the Breſt, and evidently proves it could not,with reſpect to the uſes of 


Fox. form. FtÞe ſeveral Faculties, that fremit.as the firſt Fountain, derive neceſſary ſupplies for theirex- 
erciſe, 


[| Will now briefly conſider Man, with reſpe& to both the parts of his compounded Na- | 
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comely would ſuch a figur'd Hand appear > When thatbeauty. is loſt, that ſprings from 


dos. ——_———— 
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7 The Exiſtence of GO D. ED ER 
erciſe. For this reaſon he ſays, that by deſcribing the uſe of the parts, he compos'd a FRALN 


true Hymn in praiſe of tie wile Maker. Chap. 3- 
M P | 
What knowledge 15 requilite to deſcribe all that is wonderful in it? The contempe- Wt! 


ring the differing humours in juſt weight and meaſure, the inviolable correſpondence 
eſtabliſht betwcen all the parts of the performance of natural, vital, - and animal opera- 
tions? To touch upoga few things. The Stomach that by an unknown virtue prepares 
the nouriſhment, the Heart and Liver, the two Seas of Bloodz the one more grols 
the other more refin'd-and ſpirituous ; the Veins and Arteries their inſeparable compa- 
nions, that diffuſe themſelves into innumerable rivolets, and convey the blood and ſpirits 
of Life ; the Nerves, the ſecret channels, that from the Brain derive the ſpirits of ſenſe 
and motion ; the Muſcles that give it various motions z the fleſhy parts of different ſub- 
ſtance and quality according to their various Offices z the Membrans in that diverſity, 
ſome finer, {ome thicker weav'd according to the quality of the part they cover ; the in- 
ward Fat that preſerves the warm Bowels from drying upz the Marrow wherewith the 
inſtruments of motion are oiled and made nimble and expedite; the Bones that ſuppors 
the Building of ſuch different forms, proportions, qualities, and ſo fitly joyn'd : Theſe 
are a full conviction thata Divine Mind contriv'd it, a Divine Hard made and f@- 
ſhion'd it. : | 

I will more particularly conſider the curious fabrick of the Eye and Hand. The Eye 
15a work of ſuch "09. Artifice, that whoever underſtands it, hath a ſufficient proof 
of His Skill that form'd it. This is moſt evident by difſeCting it, and repreſenting the 
parts ſeparate one from another, and after reuniting them, and thereby diſcovering the 
Cauſes of the whole Compoſure, and of the Offices proper to every part. . Es 

That that may be underſtood without ſeeing it, is, that there is no member in the whole 
Body compos'd of more parts, nor more different, nor ordered with more exa& wiſdom be- 
tween themſelves in one frame. Their ſituation is ſo regular and neceffary, that if any of \ 
them be never (o little diſplac't, the Eye isno more an Eye. It includes three Humours 
that are tranſparent, and of different thickneſs, the one reſembling Water, the other 
Glaſs, the other Chryſtal, and from them borrow their names : To vary the place, the 
diſtance, the leſs or greater thickneſs, the figure that is peculiar to each of them, would 
render the Eye altogether uſeleſs for ſeeing: For the refrations of the light that enters 
through the Pupil would be diſordered ; and the rays not be united in a Point,  topaint 
in the Reti-s, the images of viſible obje&s, which is' the laſt diſpoſition from whence 
the a& of ſeeing follows. Several Tunicles involve it, one of whichis perforated: (as 
much as the little Circle in the middle that is called the Pagil) to give open paſſage to. the 
images Howing from their Objects. The Muſcles by their agency raiſe. or caſt down, 
turn or fix it. The Nerves faſten'd to the Brain, convey a ſupply. of ſpirits for the fight, 
and tranſmit the repreſentation of all viſible objeats without confuſion to the internal 


 {enſes. | 


If we conſider the Hand by the moſtexa@ rule of proportion, 'ts evident that its ſub- 
ſtance and ſhape are moſt conducive to beauty and ſervice, If the Fingers were not divi- 
ded, and ſeparately moveable, but joyn'd.. together with one continued skin, how un- 
comely, how unuſeful would it be? Of an hundred effefts, ninety would beloſt. All 
that require variety of motion, ſubtilty of art, or ſtrength, could not be perform'd.... But 
the Fingers being disjoyned, 'tis fit to do- whatever the nund deſigns, or -neceflity re« 
quires. It works intirely, or in parts z it brandifhes a Sword, or manages a Pen; ; ſtr 
on the Anvil with a Hammer, or uſes a delicate Fule 3, rows in the -Water, or touches a | 
Lute. *'Tis fit for all things, adapting it {ef to the greateſt and leaſt: All which advan- ge ter 
tages the * Philoſopher expreſles with admirable brevity, In diviſione warns componendl fa- we vu 2 
bigneſs, great inconveniences would follow. And in.this the Divine Wiſdom is eminent, triew & Foods 
that whatat firſt ſight ſeems to be of no conſequence, yet is abſolutely neceflary,, notanly Auer aan} co 
for all the regular, but for moſt works'of the Hand. If the Fingers were extanded to FyST wn: 
the ſame meaſure, it were able todo nothing but what the four longeſt can. . And how un- »*; "frag 


& 


variety in things alike. Beſides, how. unprofitable a part were the Hand if the Finger 
had within one intire bone, not flexible to graſp as occaſion requires ? Orif a fleſhly ſub- lib. 4. de pare 
ſtance only, how weak and unapt for ſervice > What h or firmneſs for labour > Even Azimal. cap. 
the Nails are not ſuperfluous; beſides their gracefulneſs, they give force and ſenſe to the * 

points of the Fingers. If one be loſt, the feeling in that extream part is very much leſ- 


ſen'd, that is ſo neceſſary for the diſcerning of things. . - 
To theſeI ſhall add two other conſiderations that diſcover perfe& Wiſdom in the fta- 
nung the Humane Body. | 


% 
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'T: The Exiflence of G O D. 
RALLY I. Its ſtructure is very different from that of Brutes, whereby 'tis a fit inſtru- 
Chap.-3. © ment of the rational Soul. The Brutes being meerly terreſtrial Animals, are perpetually 

| groveling and poring downwards, ſeeking no more than their food. They have no com- 

merce with the Heavens, but ſo far as it {erves them for the Earth, as being only born 
| Qiderp ple for their Bellies, But in Man the poſture of his Body, interprets that of his Soul. || The 
rum & Mn ſtature 3s {ireight and rais'd, expreflive of his Dominion over the Creatures made for his 
dum bominis,y ſe, The Head 1s overall the leſs noble parts, 'and the Eye ſo plac'd that the Mind may 
pan ga look out at thaſe windows to diſcover the World in its various parts, to contemplate the 
feciſſe zam =Heavens its native Seat, and be inftrufted and excited to admire and love the Divine Ma- 


414g ker. | | | ; 
fas, itafir- 2, If we confider Man complexly as joyn'd with ſociety, to which he is naturally in- 
: —_— . Clin'd, -he 3s fo form'd as to give or receive aſliſtance for his preſervation and comfort. 
lum dire&i, fa- The Tongue his peculiar glory, the interpreter of the Thoughts, and reconciler of the Af- 
cies ad —_ fetions, maintains this happy Commerce. Beſides, the Face makes known our inward 
JOny "ho motions to others. Love, Hatred, Deſire, Diſlike, Joy, Grief, Confidence, Deſpair, 
nem Deus quaſt Courage, Cowardice, Admiration, Contempt, Pride, Modeſty, Cruelty, Compaſſion, 
eb and all the reſt ofthe AﬀeCtions, are diſcover'd by their proper Aſpe&s. By a ſudden 
bumo adcon- Change of the Countenance are maniteſted the deepeſt Sorrow, the higheſt Joy. As the 
| rdcaſſe. face of the Heavens vail'd with Clouds, by the breaking forth of the Sun is preſently 
Latant. Cleard up. And (which is above the imitation of Art) different affeQtions are repreſen- 
| tedin a moreor leſs expreſſive appearance according to their ſtronger or remifſer degrees. 
Timarnthes the famous Painter, wiſely drew a vail over Agamemmor's Face, preſent at the 
ſacrifice of his innocent Daughter ; deſpairing to expreſs and accord his. ſeveral Paſſ- 
ons, the tenderneſs of a Father, - with the Majeſty of a King, and the generoſity of the 
Leader of an Army. This way of diſcovery has a more univerſal uſe than words. The 
miniſtry of the Tongue is only uſeful to thoſe that underſtand our Language, but the 


Face, though ſilent, ſpeaks to the Eye. The Countenance 1s a Cryſtal wherein the 


Thoughts and Aﬀe&@ions, otherwiſe inviſible, appear, and is a natural ſign known 


to all. - For this manner of expreſſion is not by the common agreement of Men as Sigr 
abſolutely free or mixt, but from the inſtitution of Nature, that always chuſes what is 
moſk proper to its end, b:ing guided by a ſuperiour Dire&or according to the rules of 
perfect Wiſdom. 

. "Moreover, the innumerable different character in the Faces of Men to diſcern every one, 
js the counſel of moſt wiſe Providence, for the univerſal benefit of the World. For 
take away this diſtinQion, and all the bands of Laws, of Commerce, of Friendſhip are 
diffolv'd. If we could not by ſingular inſeparable lineaments diſtinguiſh -the innocent 
from the guilty, a Brother from a Stranger, the worthy from the unworthy, all truth in 
Judgments, ſincerity in Relations, diſtintion of Merits, ſecurity in Trade would be de- 
ſtroyed. In ſhort, humane ſocieties cannot be preſerved wrhout union and diſtin&ion 

_ the oneprevents diviſion, the other confuſion. Union is maintain'd by ſpeech and other 

| figns of the inward diſpoſitions of the Heartz diſtinQion is caus'd by the variety ofcoun- 
tenances. - And *tis confiderable that fo few parts compoſing it, and in fo ſmall a compaſs, 
and always tn 'the fame (itnation, yet there is ſuch a diverſity of Figures as of Faces 

+ Iater cetera in the World: | -* Sexeca propounds this as a ſpectacle worthy of admiration, though 
propter 4x4 mi- the Stoical pride, falſely eſteem'd greatneſs of mind, - would ſcarce admire Miracles. Y 


 rabile divini 


476-55 ingenj- © And as the frame of Man's Body, ſo much more the rational Soul, his eminent pre- | 


um eft, i= rogative above all ſenfible beings, diſcovers the Deity. The ſaperiour Faculties, the Un- 

pn Fug docks derſtanding and Will, whereby he makes a Judgment and Choice of things in order to his 

copia rum; » happineſs, declare it to-be the living Image and Glory of a moſt Wiſe and voluntary 

_ miſhucs is * Aperit.- The admirable compoſition of two things fo diſproportion'd, a ſpiritual and 

kod- material Tabftance” inthe humane nature, is an argument of his omntpotent kill, who 
- - united them in a manner inconceiveable to us. But the Nature, Qualities, - and Opera- 
tions of 'the Soul, ſhall be more diſtinAly confidered afterwards. And by this ſhort ac- 

- count of ſome parts of the World, we may ſufficently diſcover the perfettions of the 
Maker. We muſt-plack outour Eyes, and extinguiſh common ſenſe,. not to ſee infinite 
Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſsſhining in them, the proper marks of theDeity. 
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The wanity of E-picurus's Opinion of the Worlds original diſcover d, from 
the wiſuble order in all the parts of it. Chance es no regular effetts. 
The conſtant natural courſe of things in the World proves that "tis not + 

fram?d nor conduffed by uncertain Chance. The World was not cauſed 

by the neceſſity of Nature. In the fearch of Cauſes the mind cannot 
reft till it comes to the firſt, Second Cauſes are juſtain'd and direfed. in all 
their workings by the firſt. The Creator, though inviſible in his Eſſence, 
is viſible in his Effects. TT $ Aa 


4 


Efore I proceed to the other Head of Arguments, Iwill briefly ſhow the vanityofthoſe 
Opinions that attribute the production of the World to Chance, or to the ſole necefſi- 
ty of Nature. by r$ 0 478 
'Twas the extravagant fancy of Democritzs, and Epicurwe after him, that the original 
of the World was from the fortwtous encountring of Atems, that were in perpetual- mo- 
tion in an immenſe ſpace, till at laſt a ſufficient number met in ſach a conjunction as form'd 
it in this order. 'Tis ſtrangeto amazement, how fo wild an Opinion, never to be recon- 
ciled with Reaſon, could find entertainment. Yet he left a numerous School, many follow- 
_ ers tenacious of his Doarine, the heirs of his Frenzy. 'Tis very eaſe to ſhew the vanity 
of this conceit, that ſuppoſes all, and proves nothing, pens Won 
That theſe particles of matter ſhould thus meet together, 'tis- neceflary they move : 
Now from whence is the principle of their motion, from an internal form, or an external 5m is fs 
Agent? If they will be ingenuous: and ſpeak true, they muſt anſwer thus, from-whence ,uurends umm 
ſoever they have it, they have it : For if they did not move, their Opinion cannot pro, 4e materi« # 
ceed a ſtep further. Bur ſuppoſing their motion to be natural, what powerful Cavſe made #7,0 
them reſt > How are they ſo firmly united 2 Have they Hooks that faſten, or Birdlime, or rum ge ws [it 
Pitch, or any Glutinous Matter, that by touching they cleave ſo faſt together > Th &y gut gudg ; 
muſt grant ſomething like this, otherwiſe they cannot/ unite and compound, and then the rj, 3ſoueut 
Epicurian opinion 15 preſently diftipitated.” Suppoſing them triangular, circular, ſquare, > ay: wo, 
or of any other regular, or irregular figure, yet they can make no other compound than a 5 93. Fu 
maſs of Sand, in which the ſeveral grains touch witheut firm union. $0 that 'tis very 7% Tul. de 
evident whether we ſuppoſe Motion or Reſt to be originally in the Nature of Matter, ">": 
there muſt be a powerful Efficient to cauſe the contrary. Beſides, by what art did ſo ma- 
ny meet and no more, and of ſuch a figure and no other, and in that q juſt order as to |S /enſ« carens 
form the World, a work ſocxat that by the moſt exquiſite skillit cannot be made better ? jpoſre poſſe 
Add further ; how could theſe minute Bodies without ſenſe, by motion produce it > This 944i nm pore 
is toaſſert that a Cauſe may aft above the degree of its power. NS - 
Can-we then rationally conceive that a confuſed rout of Atoms of diversNatures,and ſome nifirativ. Lad. 
ſo diſtant from others, ſhould meet in ſuch a fortunate manner, as to form'an intire 
World, fo raſt in the bigneſs, ſo diſtin tn the order, ſo united in'the great 'diverfities 
of natures, ſo regular in the variety of changes, ſo beautiful in the whole compoſare, 
though it were granted, that they did move, and'that one of their poflable conjunRions in 
ſome part of Eternity were that we ſee at prefent? Could ſuch a {tri confederacy of the parts 
of the Univerſe reſult from an accidental agreement of contrary principles 2 *Tis ſo evade! 
by the rmiverſal experience of Men, that regular Effeds are cauſed by the skill of a dedygni 
Agent, that works for anerid;that upon the fight of any-{nch effeds, there is not the 
O 


'a ſuſpicion in the mind, that it proceeded from bindand moneet Chance. | . If we 
ſhould hear one make a plea for a Cauſe, with fach powerful Reaſons and Eloquenee as 
are moſt proper to'convince and perſwade his Judges to decide it for him, can we doubt 
whether he underſtands what he peaks, or cau(ſually moves 'the organs of ſpeech? And 
yetif he did move them by Chance, one of the caſual motions _e} pens with any 
other, would be that he perform'd at prefent.- .If a thouſand braſs Wheels wgre 
on 2 heap, wold (ix or eight imect ſo fitly, as by their conjunftion to organize, a Clock, 
that ſhould diſtinguifh the: hours ? Or,, is a $Skitful Hand requiſite to joyn them, ayd 

their motion? And did the Planets, thoſe vaſt bodies, by Chance aſcend to the npper 


part of 
the World, andjoynin thatorder as tatneaſure the time exaQtly for fo many Pal Nges? 
$6.49 Y BO 
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ALS Who ever ſawa Dead Statue form'd in the veins of Marble, or a well proportion'd Palacer 
Chap- 4 with all Rooms of convenience and ſtate, ariſe out of a Quarry of Stones without a 
Sculptor to faſhion the one, and an Archite& to frame the other? Yet Marble and 
Stones are more diſpos'd to make a Statue, or a Building, that are the materials of them, 
and only require $k1ll and workmanſhip to give them form, than Atoms mixt together are 
* rema eft, & to Make the World. Indeed * Pliny faintly tells a ſtory of a fabulous Ring of Pyrrbus, 
babuſſe fertur,, 1n which an Agat was ſet, diſtin&tly repreſenting not by Art, but pure hazard, Apollo 
Fxoogn, Pak with his Harpin the midſt of the nine Muſes. The firſt Reporter was defeftive, that he 
A did not oblige us to believe, that the ſound of his Harp was heard in conſort with the 
Yaſraonz: Muſes. It would have been a wondrous fine Miracle, and the belief as eaſie that a Stone 
ſingulis ſua reight be a Muſician, asa Painter. | 
——— I'> > Now if the effects of Artare not without an Artificer, can the immenſe Fabrick of the 
World be other than the work of a moſt perfe& underſtanding? Who fixt the Foundations 
of the Earth > Who laid the beautiful Pavement we tread on ?. Who divided and adorn'd 
the Chambers of the Spheres? Who open'd the Windows to the light in the Eaſt > Who 
encompa(ls'd it with the immenſe Vault of the ſtarry Heaven hanging in the Air, and 
ſupporting it ſelf ? Could Artleſs Chance build it? No Man, unleſs totally deſerted of Rea- 
fon, can poſlibly have ſuch a fancy. Let Reaſon judge how could the World be other- 
wiſe than 'tis, ſuppoſing it fram'd by a deſigning Cauſe ? All things are diſpos'd divinely, 
that is, by Perfet Wiſdom, as publick necefiity and ornament require. What the Pſal- 
miſt obſerves concerning the Heavens, is equally true of all the other parts of Nature, Their 
line is gone out, to ſignifie the exaiIneſs of their eh: raps If this be the effe&t of Chance, 
what is the produttof Deſign ? Can Reaſor diſtinguiſh between things artificial, wherein 
the felicity of Invention appears, and things rude not done by rules in the works of the 
1 55 eff aliqud Hands, and can it not diſcover the manifeſt prints of Wiſdom in the order of the Uni- 
mrerem n4 verſe? || How much more skill is evident in the frame of the World that in all the effects of 
bmatmens, humane Art, ſo much the leſs folly would it be to attribute the moſt curious works of Art ; 
qudratle, gwd than the produdtion of the World to Chance. | 
ry aca Add further ; The eſtabliſht order of the parts of the World is an argument that ex- 
efficerenon poſ» Cludes all doubt, that 'tis govern'd and was at Flt fram'd by unerring Wiſdom. For, if 
ſir, eft illud they were united by Chance, would they continue in the ſame manner one day ? Is it not 


pk my moſt likely that one of the innumerable poſlible combinations ſhould ſucceed, different 


melixs. 1d «- from the ſame tenor of things that is but one? Eſpecially if we conſider that the partsof 


5 —_ the «World are never at reſt : The Heavens, the Elements, mixt Bodies are in per- 
Deum, | petual motion. If Chance ruld, 1s it within the confines of probability, that 


the Sun that runs ten or twelve thouſand Leagues every day, ſhould be now in the ſame 


part of the Heavens, where it was in former years in ſuch a day, when there are ſo many _ 


other places wherein by Chance it might wander > Would the Stars keep a perpetual courſe 

regularly in ſuch appearing irregularines ? TY 

Nec quicquam eft tanta magis mirabile mole, 

| Duan ratio, & certis quod legibus onmia parent ; 

\ Nuſquan turba nocet, nibil illts partibus errat. 
| OE Manil. lib. r Aſtrom. 


Or would the ſowing of Secd in the Earth certainly produce ſuch a determinate fort of 
Grain ? For the other poſſible mixtures are ſo vaſtly numerous, that it would, be ten thog- 
ſand to one but ſome other thing ſhould ſpring up than what does. According to his 
Hypotheſis, it would be greater folly to Believe that the natural courſe of things ſhould be 
the ſame this Year as in former times, than to aflert that a Gameſter ſhould to day throw 
the Dice in the ſame order, and with the ſame pomus uppermoſt as he did yeſterday. *Tis 
evident therefore that the Epicurean DoQtrine having not the leaft ſhadow of Reaſon, had 
fever been receiv'd with applauſe but as 'tis joyn'd with impiety. 
2. Some attribute the riſe and courſe of things in the World to the ſole neceſſity of Na- 
ture. Tothis it may bereplied. 
x. *Tis true there is an evident connexion of Cauſes and Effe&s in the Celeſtial and 
' Elementary World, whereby times and ſeaſons are continued, and the ſucceſſion of my- 
table things 4 pombe ſo that Nature always conſuming, remains entire. Though all 
vegetative and ſenſitive Beings dye, yet the Species are immortal. For the Living are 
brought forth to ſucceed in the place of the Dead. But the inquiring Mind cannot reft 
here: For 'tis impoſlible to conceive a train of effects, one cauſed by another, without 
aſcending to the firſt Efficient that is not an Effet. For nothing can a& before it exiſts. 


Vertue 


Pe EO EP re AE TE RET IR A I EISNER OR III 
ES, FSR pee EBIT RSS $97 HURST 


The order of Cauſes requires that we aſcend to the ſupream, which derives Being and | 
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T he Exiſtence of PUD. 18 : 
Velle to all the intermediate. Thus Nature produces things from ſeminal Cauſes, that AS 
depend on things already in being. The Seed of Flowers and Trees ' ſuppoſe the Friitts GN2P- 4: 


of the Earth before growing, but the firſt Tree could not be ſo produc'd. © To'faney an VE 


| infinite ſucceſſion of Cauſes depending one upon another, without arriving td a firſt, - cati G 


only fall into the thoughts of a diſordered mind. How came this Horſe, that'Lie 1'in 
Nature ? 'Tis by generation from another, and that from another, and ſo infinitely. 
How came this Van intothe World ? *Tis becauſe he was begotten by ſuch a Father, and 


he by another, and ſo infinitely. Thus Arheiſze that rejetts one truly Infinite Cauſe, is 


obliged to admit an Infinity in all things, an Incomprehenſibility in all things. 'Tis there- 


fore evident the efficient principles in Nature axe from the fole power of the firſt and inde- 
pendent Cauſe. They could not proceed from themſelves; and that a moſt wiſe and pow- 
erful Being is the original of all things is as evident. Is it conceivable that the inſenſible 
Maſs that 1s called Matter, ſhould have had an Eternal 'Bemg without original > Whereas 
there is not the leaſt imaginable repugnance in the Attributes of the firſt -and higheftiBeing, 
in whom all thoſe PerfeAions concur, which as proper to the Deity, are form'd in the 
mindin the idea of it, as his Spiritual Nature, Eternity, Immenſity, Wiſdom; -Omnipo- 
tence, &c. of which *tis equally true, that no oneeither abſolutely-or relatively per 7 


<&, involves a contradiction, that make it impoſſible for the Supream Being to poſſeſs 


it; Is it not perfely inconſiſtent to attribute to Matter the Joweſt and moſt contemptible of 


© all Beings, the higheſt and moſt noble PerfeQtion, and Independent Exiſtence? - One ntay 


aſſert it in words, but not ſeriouſly without the utter deſerting of Reaſon. Man incompa- 
rably excels this Matter, he underſtands it, and that underſtands not him, yet he.hasa 
derived being in time. 'Tis therefore. neceflary that that ſhould have ſome cauſe: of its 
Being. But ſuppoſing the ſelf ſubſiſtence of Matter from Eternity z could the World, 
full of innumerable Forms, ſpring by an J»petns from a dead formleſs principle > Tis 
equally impoſlible that a blind Cauſe caſual, or fatal, ſhould give Being and Order tothe 
Univerſe, - Ts 3 | Og Oy 

Beſides, all ſubordinate Cauſes are ſuſtained in their- Beings and Powers . by freſh influ- 
ences from the firſt, and direfted in their operations. To attribute the manifold effects in 
the World to Second Cauſes working in a blind tnanner without an Univerſal Intelleual 
Mover, that diſpoſes, tempers, and governs chem, is as unreaſonable: as to attribute hu- 
mane Works to the common Inſtruments of Art, without the direction of the Under- 
ſtanding that uſes them. The Hand or Pencil has not kill to do any thing, but as it 
obeys the Mind, that gives it the impreſſion of Art, and regulates its Motion. The Earth 
knows not the various Fruits that ſpring from it, nor the Sea its living ProduQions. And 
the Sun, though a more ſpecious, is not a more intelligent and artificial Agent. | Nature 
under another name 1s the ordinary power of God, thatby its intimate concourſe with 
Second Cauſes produces and ſupports :nmgs. And 'tis one of the conſiderable Wonders 'of 
his Providence, that the ſtream of periſhing things, . always emptying; . is always full ; 
there being a ſupply from the Fountains of continual Productions of whatis loſt in the 
dead Sea: So that the World is always the ſame, and always new. 70 Ct 

And from what hath been argued, we may judge how unreaſonable it is to doubt whe- 
ther there be a Principle in Nature of excellent Wiſdom, becauſe not. ſeen in his own 
Eſſence : For if Reaſon compel us to acknowledge. that the works of Art wrought by ma- | p; ,. - 
nual Inſtruments, proceed from an unſeen mind that directed their motions according-/to Ain 
the idea fram'd in it ſelf, we ought more {ſtrongly to conclude there is a || Divine Mind © * the 
though inviſible to mortal eyes, that contriv'd at firſt, and with ef es. Z prignny all \ainds bot 
the works of Nature. To deny the Exiſtehce of a Being not fubjeQted to our out- 71 5p0rbrur 
ward Senſes, is equally of no force in both the inſtances. By the ſame Reaſon St. Auſtin 7,5,,97 + ag 
confounds the Atheiſt objeCting that he could not ſee the Deity, To whom he propounds as. Gal. de 
this queſtion, That ſince his Body was only viſible, and not his Soul, why ſhould it not be JP homi- 
buried ? And upon the reply, That the * quickning preſence of the Soul was evident in the * Unde ſci 
ations of Life perform'd by the Body ; he truly inferrs, if a vital Principle unpetceptible in ard, 
itſelf is diſcover'd by vital aQtions, the Deity, though by the perfe&ion of his Nature un- a? Vande 
diſcernable to our Senſes, is clearly ſeen by the light of his effets. And thoſe who are 117 Reponde- 
wilfully blind, if God ſhould by any new ſenfible effe&s make a diſcovery of himſelf, yet * 
would remain inconvincble : For the arguments of his preſence from extraordinary: 9uaopero. = 
effects, are liable to the ſame exceptions pretended againſt the ordinary, * Stulte,ex aperis 


To what has been ſaid concerning the proofs of the Deity from the frame of things ith no Semen, 


"the World, and the ordinary courſe of natural Cauſes, I ſhall add further, that in every *9#%soca- 


tir non agno- 


age ſuch events have befallen Men with that congruity to their ations, that natural reaſon {cir Creatorem? 


has clearly argued from hence, that an Immortal Providence obſerves them, and rewards 
them accordingly. Indeed ſometimes there 15a promiſcuous diſpenſing of temporal Dong 
| | , 


The Exiſtence of G 0 D. 
AA and Evil Things for moſt wile Reaſons z partly to convince Men that the Recompences of 
Chap- 4- | Moral Acons are not diſtributed by the juſt God here, but reſerved for the nexrlife: And 
—Y" partly that the foundation of true Vertue might not be taken away ; for that conliſts in s 
preferringthe honeſt: Good before the Pleaſant or Profitable in this World ; ſo that there : 
could not be a perfe& choice of it, if the | certain expe@ation of a preſent tempo- 
ral benefit were the motive to allure Men to its- pradtice : . But uſually 'tis otherwiſe. 
Common Experience veriftes, that Eſtates unjuſtly got, either waſte away inſen- 
ſibly, as a Body by the ſecret force of ſlow Poyſon, or ſpeedily are ſcattered by the luxu- 
ry of the next Heix, whereas what is obtained by honeſt induſtry, has a blciling convey'd 
along with it. And ſometimesthe Divine Providence is ſo viſible in retributions here, that 
impiety it ſelf cannot overlook it. As when good Men are ſignally preſerved from immi- 
nent dangers, and become ſucceſsful in worthy deſigns beyond all humane expettations. 
Or in puniſhing the Wicked : As, 1, When there is ſuch an exa&t Correſpondence between 
the evils one has done, and the evils he ſuffers, that the Signatures and Prints of the 
Crimes are apparent in the Sufferings. Per que quis _peccat, per hec & torquetur. 'The 
Complices of the Sin, are the Executioners of the Puniſhment. 2. When there is ſuch a 
concurrence of Circumſtances in a Judgment, either as to the Time and Place, or the In- 
ſtruments, that 'tis not poſſable for the Conſidering Mind to reckon it among Caſual things, 
or to attribute it meerly to ſecond Cauſes, to the Rage of Enemies, but muſt riſe higher, 
and acknowledge that the blow was reach'd from a juſt and ſure Hand, that diſpoſed of 
all Accidents, - and of the Counſels and Reſolutions of Men for the accompliſhment of his 
Righteous Will. Or, 3. When Perſons in the higheſt Dignity, who have abuſed their 
Power by Cruelties to others, are miſerably cut off. Even Heathens adored a Power a- 
bove, that has more Sovereign Authority over the greateſt Monarchs, than they have over 
the meaneſt Slaves. Many. pregnant Examples may bealledged ; I will inſtance in a few : 
Thus Adonibezec inſtructed by his puniſhment concerning his fins, gave glory to God : 
Threeſcore and ten Kings, having their thumbs and their great toes cut off, gathered their meat 
under my Table : as I have done, ſo God hath rewarded me. It aſtoniſh'd one of the + wi- 
wo mig ſeſt and moſt vertuous of the Rowrans, thatPompey ſhould periſh in the defence of the Juſter 
multum ca Cauſe, and Ceſer proſper in his violent Uſurpation 5 but if he had lived a while longer, 
liens. — andſcenthe || Ulurper killed in the Senate-houſe that Pompey had dedicated to the Com- |! 

_— mon-wealth, where Ceſar then exerciſed lis Tyranny, and that dying he- fell at the feer of | 
Pompey's Statue, all ſtained with his Blood, the darkneſs had been diſpelled, and Provi- | 

' * Joſephus. denceclear'd up to his ſight. * Herod for affenting to the impious flattery of the People {| 
|  whodeified him, was immediately ſtruck with a fhameful Diſeaſe , and conſumed by 
+ Guicciardine. wretched Vermine, as the juſt puniſhment of his Pride. + Pope Alexander the ſixth, 
' was poiſoned with that Wine he had prepared for the murdering ſome rich Cardinals. 
* Heyry the third of France was cut off by a ſtroke as dreadful as unexpeQted, on that day 
of the Month, and in that Chamber where he was Preſident of the Council that contriv'd 
the bloody Maſſacre of the Proteſtants. Though that: abhorr'd. Fa& was done by the 
malicious fury of a ons yet the Circumſtances argue the proceſs of Divine Juſtice, that 
by the Time and Place, the perpetual Witneſſes of Attions, gave evidence of his Crimſon 
guilt againſt him. In ſhort, though extraordinary Calamities may befal Men for Cauſes 
indiſcernable to us, yet often there isſuch a perſpicuous demonſtration of a holy juſt Pro- 

vidence in them, that all are compelled to confeſs there is a God that judges the Earth. 
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CHAP Y:. 


The beginning of the World proved from the uninterrupted tradition of it through 
all Ages. The invention of Arts, and bringing them to perfeElion, att 
argument of the Worlds beginnmmg. The weakneſs of that fancy that the 
World is in a perpetual Circulation from Infancy to Youth, and to full Age, 
and a Decript ſtate, and back again, ſo that Arts are loſt and recovered in that 
change. The conſent of Nations a clear Argument that there is a God. 
The impreſſions of Nature are infallible. That the moſt Men are praftical 
Athvifts ; that ſome doubt and deny God in words, is of no force to diſprove 
his Exiſtence. There are no abſolute Atheiſts, Nature in extremities has 


- an irreſiftible force, and compels the moſt obdurate to acknowledge the 


Deity. 


[| Shall now come to the ſecond head of Arguments for the Exiſtence of the Deity, 


drawn from the proots of the Worlds beginning ; from whence it follows that an Eter- - 


nal Intelleftual Cauſe gave it being according to his p'eaſure, For it implies an exquilite 
contradiction that any thing ſhould begin to exiſt by its own power. Whatever is tem- 
pora! , was made by a Superior Eternal Power, that drew it from pure nothing. And 


. the other conſequence is as ſtrong, that the Cauſe is an IntelleCtual Being that produc'd it 


accor'ing to his Will. For ſuppoſing a Cauſe. to be intirely the fame, and not to produce 
an effect that afterwards it produces, without any preceding change, 't& evident that it 
operates not by nece{lity of Nature, but voluntarily, and therefore with underſtanding : 


As a ian who ſpeaks, that before was ſilent, according to the Jiberty of his will. 


Now of the Worlds beginning there is a gencral cradition derived down through the un- 


interrupted courſe of ſo many Ages to-us. 'Tis true, the Philoſophers renewed the.confu- 


ſion of Ton::2es, that diſunited the Builders of Babel, in their account of the Architecture 
of th: \v orld : Yet they generally agreed *twas made by a moſt wiſe Agent. And this 
DocGr:ne is ſo agreeable to Reaſon, that you may as ſoon bridle the current.of Nilxs, and 
mak- it returnto its Fountain, as ſuſpend the perſwaſion -of it in the minds of Men, -:or 
mai© it turn back as falſe, Now what account can be given of this uncontroulable Opi- 
nion ? 'Tis moſt rational to conceive that it came from: the firſt Man, (inſtrufted by his 
Creatour) when the Tradition was caſie, the World not being numerous. © _ 

Add to this the rudeneſs of former Ages, and the ſimplicity of living becoming the 
new-made World. This account the moſt ancient Hiſtories give of the riſe of Common- 
wealths, that the firſt Nations were a confuſed Chaos, till the Soul of Society was infuſed to 
regulate them, But that which I ſhall particularly infiſt on as a convincing - proof, is 
this ; The invention of many Arts beneficial to Men,and the bringing them to perfeQion by 
degrees. If the World were without beginning, it would have had no age of childho( 
and ignorance, but being always old, and inſtructed by infinite ſtudy and ;experience, it 
wou'd have always known what it {ucceſhvely learnt in; the School ofthe laſt three thou- 
ſand years, ſince the memorials of profane Hiſtories are tranſmitted to-us.'© Some that 
aſſerted the Eternity of the World, were ſenfible of the force of this Argument, and 
made a pitiful ſhift to evade it. They fancied, that though the World had no beginnin}, 
yetas Animals proceed by different ages, till they arrive at extream and impotent old 
age; in like manner it happened to the Earth, not in-all its parts at once: For then in 
that vaſt ſucceſſion of Ages, the World and race af Men had bee forts 3 but ſometimes 


in one part, and after in another. But with this difference, that whereas Man after de- 


crepit Age never renews his Youth, a Country onee-waſted with Age, returns by vertue 
of the Celeſtial influences to its former vigor, and is in a perpetual circulation to new In- 
fancy, new Youth, and ſo to old Age. And from hence it is, that it Jearns again thoſe 
things that were well known in former ages,” the remembratrice of which was intircly loſt, 
But the vanity of this fiftion 1s calily difcover'd, {7 ol re 

1. Is it poſſible that in ſuch a number of years, of which Memorials remain before and 
ſince this Fittion, that in no part of the World ſhould be ſeen or heard of this decrepit 
age and new childhood, which according to this opinion hath irinumerable fines hap- 
nzd in the circle of Eternity , fometimes in one, ſometimes in another Province 7 If we fan- 


» 
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A—N cy Nature were fo changeable according to the revolution of the Heavens, we way with 
Clap. 5 equal Reaſon believe, that by various conjunCtions of the Stars, it hath and may fall out, 
that Water ſhould burn, and Fire cool 3 that Serpents ſhou!d be innocent, and Lambs 

pern'cious 3 that Flies ſhould live an Age, and Eagles but a day. | | 
| 2. Since 'tis affirmed that the whole World doth not ſink into this Oblivion at once, 
© jt muſt follow that 1n ſcme vigorous. parts of the knowledge of Arts ſtill remain'd, 
| and from thence {hould be derived to cther parts {that were aſcending from their igno- 
rance) as tis uſual in «the commerce of diſtant Regions. So that it will never fall out 
that Arts and Sciences once invented ſhould be totally Joſt, *Tis true, ſome particular 
Nation, not by change of Nature, but humane accidents, may loſe the Arts wherein it 
formerly flouriſh'd ; asiseminently viſible in the Greek, that is now far more ignorant and 
unpoliſht than in former Ages. - But this cannot with any pretence of Reaſon be ſaid of 
the whole World. *Tis evident therefore it the World were Eternal, it had always been 
moſt wile and civil, and that its gradual attaining the knowledge of things of publick 
advantage, is a ſufficient conviCtion of its beginning in time, by the Counſel and Will of 
an intellectual Agent. | 
3. Tothe till voice of Reaſon, the loud voice of all Nations accords in confirming 
this Truth. The Civil, the Barbarous, the Fixt, the Vagabond, the Free, the Enſlaved, 
though divided into ſo many Empires, and Kingdoms, and Provinces, and many fo diſtant 
that not the leaſt commerce paſſes between them, though .ſo contrary in a thouſand fa- 
10Mmnes duce {ions and cuſtoms that depend on the liberty of Men that is mutable, yet ||all conſent in 
natura e0 vehi- the acknowledgment of a God, being inſtructed by Nature that 1s always the ſame, 
bg annie +. and immutable. *'Tis as natural to the humane underſtanding by conſidering the frame of 
liv.dena. the World, to believe there is a God, as 'tis the property of the Eye to ſee the Light. 
—_ Bb. 1. Ariſtotle (appoles that if ſome perlons from their birth were confin'd to dwellings under 
Ccel. - the Earth, and afterwards ſhould aſcend into theſe habitable parts, that upon the on ſight 
Pla. lid. 10. of the Heavens and Earth, with their viſible Ornaments, of the regular and eſtabliſh'd 
Plur. cont. Courſe of Nature, they would conclude that they were the works of God. The aſſent to 
Coletin fin. this truth 1s unforc'd, but, without offering extream violence to the rational faculties, 
. Quates ſing OMe can contradict it. Indeed in their * conceptions of him, few have the glaſs of the 


var eſt, efſe, Mind ſo clear and even as to repreſent him aright. Some divide what is indivifible, and of 
nemo negat:Cic- One make many Gods. Some attribute corporeal parts to a pure Spirit ; ſome figure him in 


Statues to make the inviſible ſeen ; andin other manner deform him. Yet no errour, no 
ignorance has abſolutely defac'd the notion of him. And that no ſocieties of Men are 
without the belief of a firſt Being, ſuperiour to all things in the World, and of abſolute 
Power over them, and conſequently worthy of ſupream Honour from all reaſonable Crea- 
tures ; their Prayers, Vows, Sacrifices, Solemnities , Oaths, are a viſible Teſtimony. 
From hence it is that Conſcience acquits or condemns, ſhines or burns, refreſhes or Tor- 
ments according to the innocence or -guilt of Mens Atﬀions, with reſpeft to the Divine 
Judgment-ſeat. This is a Witneſs none can reproach, a Judgenone can decline, an Exe- 
cutioner none can reſiſt. Though the guilty perſon may be ſecure from humane Juſtice by 
force or concealment, yet he feels ſecret palpitations, 1s in arplenty: and confuſion from 
the fears of a ſuperiour Juſtice to which he is accountable. Nay, ſometimes an inraged 
Conſcience conſtrains an offender to reveal his crimes, though a death full of miſery and 
ſhame be inevitable upon the diſcovery. The reflections of an accuſing mind, cauſe fach 
terrours as no powers of Men can infli& or remove. Theſe were expreſt by the Poets un- 
der the repreſentation of angry Fries, not to be corrupted by any ſollicitations, that with 


flaming brands, and whips of Scorpions eagerly purſue the guilty, and make them reſtleſs 
even inthe midſt of outward proſperities. 


— 


. Elercher * As whett wild P enthews, grown mad with fear, 

Chriſt's vittor, Whole Troops of helliſh Haggs about him ſpies, 
Two bloody Suns ſtalking the dusky Sphere, 
And twofold Thebes-runs rowling in his Eyes: 
Or through the Scene ſtaring Oreſtes flies, - Oh 
With Eyes flung back upon his Mother's Ghoſt, 
That with infernal Spirits all emboſt, - 
And Torches quench't in blood doth her ſtern Son accoſr. 


But-on the contrary, .the teſtimony of Conſcience when clear and imnocent produces that 
Tranquility, Complacence and Joy, that no outward urapbles can extinguiſh, 
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The weight of this Argument 1s great : For that whichis-common to. the - whole ſpecies, SAS 
and perpetual from its firſt being through all its duration, | is the * Impreſſion of Nature, Chap, 5. 
which in its Univerſal Principles either of the Underſtanding, or the Will, is never F de- *5,,7% ,. 
ceived. Thus the inclination to that good that is convenient to our faculties z the ap- primerdio. Tert, 
proving as moſt juſt to do to another what we deſire in the ſame circumſtances ſhould be - 31.5 
done to us, are natural Principles, whoſe rectitude and verity are ſo evident, that no Man num qui on 
is ſo contumacious as to require a proof of them. If wediſcredit its authority in this ſingle © Iſtins prin 
inſtance, that thereis a God, -we may with equal reaſon ſaſpe& its teſtimony in all other 1 Poop 
things ; that the perlons we converſe with are phantoms,that the objeAs that ſtrike our. Senſes viravis inrave- 
are only ſhadows, that what appears white 1s black, that what is felt as cold is hot,that what is Pad. rc : 
evident to all Mens minds is falſe, viz. that the whole is greater than a part. In ſhort,the moſt impreſſion, non 
rational Diſcourſes would have as little firmneſs and certainty, as the incoherent fancies of fs 
one that is diſtracted, ordreams.. We muſt renounce Senſe and Reaſon, having no aſſu- —_—_ cetera- 
rance of ſuch things as are clear, and manifeſt, but the inſtinCt of Nature that determines Ing 
our aſſent. Now what account can be given of the ſenſe of the Deity indelibly * ſtamp'd rem? Arnob. 
on the minds of Men? From whence is it that of all their thoughts, none is more evi- k *- 
dent than that of an cternal Being ſoveraign in all perfetions? And as'tis impoſlible to $0.9 ne 
conceive a Circle without roundneſs, or a Body without Extenfion, or a Man without tominum, qued 
Reaſon, ſo'tis not poſlible to conceive a, God but under the notion of a Being abſolutely 5 orga 
Perfe&, and therefore Eternal, and Independent in his Exiſtence, which is the firſt of all patioem quan- 
Perfeftions. If there be no God, from whence comes it that Nature has impreſt ſuch a 5" frown 
ſtrong belief of a Being not only falſe but impoſſible? For if there be noGod, 'tis impoſſi- ds 2 
ble there ſhould be. There is no middle between the two attributes of Being, neceſſary ©", id ve- 
and contingent. And that an Eternal Being ſhould now begin to exiſt, is a palpable con- «. #: lid. # 
tradition. We muſt therefore conclude that the Author of the Humane Soul has ſo nat Deor. | 
fram'd it, that by the free uſe of its faculties it neceſſarily comes to the knowledge of its As Ch 
Original. From hence 'tis univerſal and conſtant. And can there be'a teſtimony of timem Deorrn 
equal Authority, clearneſs and ſincerity as this of Nature, underſtood in every Lan- ki hiy are 
ouage, and receiv'd in every place ; and where 'tis moſt ſimple, '*tis moſt the ſame, and in menitus, ut 
therefore more convinc} Et rr wo 

To elude the force of this Argument there are ſeveral weak evaſions. | mus. Tull, * 

I. That the moſt Men are practical Atheiſts, and live without God in the World, To this 
I anſwer : | 

1. That Men deny God in their Works, is of no validity to diſprove the natural notion 
of him ; forby this confeſſion we muſt cancel almoſt all the Law of Nature; How ma- 
ny notoriouſly rehel againſt the infallible principles of common Reaſon ? - How many 
diſhonour their Parents ? Yet there is no precept more clearly natural, and acknowledged 
by the rudeſt Nations, than the obligation to the 1mmediate Authors of our lives. 

How many by fraud or rapine enrich their Fſtates, or violate the honour of the Mar- 
riage-Bed, and do that to others they would not have done to themſelves > But though 
they contradift the Law of Nature in their ations, 'can they aboliſh it in their hearts? 
Can they make Conſcience dumb, that it ſhall never reproach their impieties, becauſe they 
are deaf to its voice ? Tis as impoſlible as to transform themſelves into another kind of 
being, and become Brutes in nature, becauſe they reſemble them in their diſpoſitions and 
raCtices. | 4; | 
, 2. 'Tis ſaid by the Patrons of impiety, that the diſquiets of Conſcience are impreſhons. / 
from without, cauſed by education or vain fears that ariſe from the dark. temper of the * aryiv dice 


body, or the weakneſs of the mind, or from low ignorance of the * natural cauſes of « 74, & 


a 


ſuch things as aſtoniſh Men: As Eclipſes were formerly and ſtill are terrible to ſome Na- wg wn, 
tions, that look on them as preſages of great Calamities from angry Heaven. banding, 


But the folly of theſe pretences will appear if we conſider, DOD ES we, 
1. That falſe Princip'es inſtilled by Parents and Maſters in our education, though 
ſtrongly believed while the Reverence of our inſtruCters hinders a free inquiry, yet, when 
Reaſon is diſintangled, it gets a clear victory over them: But the terrors of the guilty 
Conſcience cannot be entirely overcome : From whence 'tis evident that the notion ofa God 
has a foundation in humane Nature. =» | DOTY 
| 2. Theſe fears are notthe effe&ts of Melancholly, for they often ſurpriſe Sinners of a 
brisk Sanguine temper, who try all the ways of mirth and jollity to bribe or ſtifle Conſci- 
ence, but in vain. The ſenſe of guilt imbitters their pureſt Wines, a ſecret horrour 1s 
diſcordant with their chearful Muſick ; the wounded mind bleeds inward though they fear 
It never ſo much. . | OE — 
3. This trouble does not ſpring froma weak ſcrupulous mind: For the moſt inlightned 
and ſtrongeſt ſpirits, when under the onyagen of guilt, cannot diſpute themſelves _ 
| 9 | 
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AA, of miſery 3 nay, according to the degrees of their knowledge, are the degrees of their 

Chap.:'5. ſorrow. ; 

CL ja Thunder and Lightning are terrible to'thoſe who-underſtand the natural cauſes of 
them as well as to the ignorant; there being in every Man a tacit apprehenſion of them 
as the prepared inſtruments of Vengeance in God's hands, who has ſet up a Tribunal in 
Conſcience, and pronounces a ſecret Sentence there. In ſhort, Conſcience is an immortal 
power inſeparable from Man, and thoughts Accuſing or Excuſing are inſeparable from the 
remembrance of his Aﬀions. 'Tis evident therefore that God is the Author of Conſci- 
ence, and as he has not left himſelf without an External Witneſs in the Works of Creation 
and Providence, ſo not without an inward Witneſs in the Breaſt of Man, that can never 
be totally filenc'd., 

3. Tis objected, that there are ſpeculative Atheiſts who deny the Exiſtence of a God. 
To this Ianſwer. Eo 
- 1. Suppoſing that ſome are Atheiſts in opinion, 1t doth not follow that the belief of 
the Deity is not a pure Univerial Principle of Nature, For by all Men, we muſt under- 
ſtand thoſe in whom the ſenſe of Nature 1s not perverted. Things of thecleareſt certain- 
ty have beendenied by ſome. We feel Motion, yet a Philoſopher diſputed againſt it. 
The Argument is convincing that Snow is white, becauſe it appears ſo to all Mens Eyes ; 
though to the Eye that wants its native ſincerity, and infected with a vicious tin&ure, it 
appears of another colour. Now *tis certain that Atheiſm 15 not produced by generation 
from the natural diſcourſes of the Mind, but from the putretaCtion and rottenneſs of Man- 
ners. Thoſe who have loſt their Reaſon in Senſvality, and ſubmit their Underſtandings 
to the guidance of their corrupt Aﬀettions, that is the ſeeing faculty to the Blind, are 
moſt inclin'd to Atheiſm. © And they can never come to that impious height without obli- 
terating in the gmtieſt manner, rhe lively charaCters of Reaſon and Humility. Such are 
as prodigiouſly irregular from the true conſtitution and perteCtion of the minds of Men in 
[E: 3 oo reſpe& of belief, as a || Bird without wings would be from the natural compoſure of the 


by : 
Eu ad, the Bodfesof all others, in reſpeCt of parts. Monſters cannot diſhonour, and are no pat- 


an Io as tern of the ſpecies. And ſhall the contradiftion of a few brib'd by their luſt, diſautho- 


Y 7764s 0 rife the conſenting teſtimony of mankind ? 
TaXEHPov 


HuR 3x6, 3Z- There is no abſolute Atheiſt 7. e. of ſuch a firm perſwaſion that there is no God, as 


axTtytnuiro excludes all doubts and fears of the contrary. *Tis true, as a pretext for their licentiouſ- 


5 7lw 


þ Homes = i ” neſs, and to give boldneſsto their fearful impiety, ſome obdurate wretches may deſpe-- 


dro 9 dar rately deny the Supream Eternal Power, to whom they are accountable > But no violence 
_ K wi ws can intirely choke this natural notion and belief of the Deity, it has ſuch deep and ſtrong 
C3 dox@, root in the Humane Spirit. The vital ſpark will fly in their Faces, notwithſtanding all 
ds —_ their endeavours to tread it out. As the Principle of Lite appears not ina {wooning fit, yer 
Max. Tyr. tis only retir'd from the outward parts and ſtill remains in the Body ; fo this principle 
though not ſenſible for a time, yer is not extinguiſht 1n the Soul. Sharp afflictions will 

awaken the apprehenfions of a God in the moſt ſtupifhied Conſciences,- and inſpire them 

with new Life and Motion, and make them breathe out humble ſupplications, for mercy 

and help, to the Deity whomthey denied before. Of this we have numerous inſtances : 

I will produce ſome that were ſignal. One is recorded by A ſchilus. That the Perſian Meſ- 

ſenger in his Narrative to the King, of the overthrow of his Army by the Grecians, rela- 

ted that thoſe Gallants who before the Fight in the midſt of their Cups and Bravery denied 

God and Providence as ſecure of Victory, yet afterwards when furiouſly purſu'd by their 

-.enemies, they came to the River Strymor,, that was frozen and began to thaw, then upon 

POR 2 he their knees they mournfully implor'd the favor of God, that the Ice might hold and give 
#i cum corpore them ſafe paſſage over from the purſuers. Nature in extremities has irreſiſtable workin S, 
pda i 2nd the inbred notions of the Deity, though long ſuppreſt by imperious kuſts, will then 
Da ne. . riſe up in Men Souls. TaUns Hoſtilins is another example, who diſdain'd to expreſs ſub- 
bil minus. reg- ryjfſion to God by ads of worſhip,. as a thing unbecoming his Royal ſtate, but when his 
ye yro,ode ſtubborn fierce mind was broke 1n his diſeaſed body, he uſed all the ſervile Rites of ſuper- 
reente onnibus ſtjtion, and commanded the people to joyn with him, thinking by his flattering Devoti- 
a fitmb ons to appeaſe the incenſed Deity. Bio the Philoſopher, was a declared Atheiſt, till 
obnexius degeret, {truck with a mortal Diſeaſe, and then as a falſe Witneſs on the Rack, confeſt the truth, 
RE Foot and addreſt himſelf by Prayers and Vows to God for his Recovery. Egregious folly, as 
ret. Liv. lib. 1. the || Hiſtorian obſerves, to think that God would be brib'd with his gifts, and wasor 
[Neg; - * was not according to his fancy. And thus it happens to many like tym. As a Lamp 
war? mn dy NEAT expiring ſhines more clearly, ſo Conſcience that burn'd dimly for a time, gives a 


ve : Bin, AIDE Blaze, and diſcovers him who is alone able toſave or to deſtroy. But how juſt were 
| * Sext., Empir, 1ttO deal with them as * Herofilus with Diodorus Cronus, a wrangler that vext the Philoſo- 


L 1. phers, by urging a captious Argument, againſt the poſhibility of Motion. Fer thrts he 
| argued :; 
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The Exiſtence of GOD. . 
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£ argued : A Stone,or whatever elſe, in moving it {elt, 18 either where it is, or where itisnot 3 if. AO 
[5 where it is,it moves not 3 if where 1t 15 not,then it will be in any place, but where it is. While agen) 
this diſputing humour continued,one day he fell, anddifplac't his Shoulder. And ſend$in haſte. © 
tor Herofilss, of excellent Skill in Surgery. But he deſirous firſt to cure his Brain, and then his 

| Shoulder, told him that his Art was needleſs in that caſe : For according to your own opi- 

nion, this Bone in the diſlocation either was where it was, or where it was not, and to 

aſſert either, makes the diſplacing of it equally impoſſible. Therefore '*twas in vain to 

reduce it to the place from whence it was never parted. And thus he kept him roating out 

with pain and rage till he declar'd himſelf convinc'd of the vanity of his irrefutable Ar« 

gument. Now if, according to the impiety of Atheiſts, there is no God, why do they 

invoke himin their Adverſities ? It there be, why do they deny himin their Proſperity ? 

There can no other Reaſon be aſlign'd but this, that in the ſtate of health their minds are 

diſperſt, and clouded with blind folly, in ſickneſs they are ſerious, and recover the judg« 

ment of Nature. As 'tis ordinary with diſtracted perſons, that in the approaches of 

Death their Reaſonreturns: Becauſe the Brain diſtempered by an exceſs of heat, when 

the Spirits are waſted at the laſt, is reduced toa convenient temper. 3 


CHAP. VI. 


The Belief of the Deity no Politick Invention. The aſſerting that *tis neceſ+ 

ſary to preſerve States in order, is a ſtrong proof of its Tout, No Hiftory 
intimates when this belief wat introduc'd into the World. The continuance 
of it, argues that it's ie was not from a Cri] decree. Princes themſelves 
are under the fears of the Deity. The multitude of falſe Gods does not pre« 
judice the natural notion of one true God. Idolatry was not umwverſal, 
The Worſhip of the only true God # preſerved where Idolatry is aboliſh'd. 
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: II. "0: IS Objected, that the belief of the Deity was at firſt introduc'd by the ſpecial 
: invention of ſome in power to preſerve the civil State; and that Religion is 
only a politick curb to reſtrain the wild exOrbitance and diſorders of the multitude. This 
admits of an eaſte refutation. | 
| 1. Thoſe corrupted minds that from pride or ſenſuality preſum'd to exempt Men from 
the Tribunal of Heaven, yet afftirm'd that a City might rather be preſerved without Fire 
and Water, the moſt neceſſary Elements, than without the religious belief of a God. 
Egregious lovers of Mankind ! and therefore worthy of eſteem and credit, fifice they di- 
vulge that Dodrine, that if believed, the World muſt fall into dreadful confuſion by , | 
1 | their own acknowledgment. But ſuch 1s the Divine force of Truth, that is * enemies Morn. 
- _ are conſtrain to give Teſtimony to it. For it is conceivable that an Error not in a narum 
} light queſtion, but in the Supreme Object of the Mind, ſhould be the root of all. the ——_— 
Vertues that ſupport the Civil State, and Truth if diſcovered ſhould have a fatal con- «liguands ſeras 
\ſequence on Government, ſubvert all Societies, and expoſe. them to the greateſt dangers ? eſſe Plin _ 
How can they reconcile this with their declared Principle, that the natural end of Man © one” 
is the knowledge of Truth? Ir were leſs ſtrange that the conſtant feeding on deadly Poy- 
ſon, ſhould be requiſite to preſerve the natural Lite in health and vigour, and that the 
moſt proper food ſhould be pernicious to it. So that the Objeftion if rightly confider'd 
will confirm the Religious belief of a Deity. Indeed 'tis evident that all Civil Powers 
ſuppoſe the Notion of a God to be an inſeparable property of humane Nature, and there- 
by make their Authority ſacred 1n the eſteem of the People, as derived from the Univerſal 
Monarch. Thus they make uſe of that natural love that is in Men to their own Per- 
ſons, their Lives, Liberties, and Children, as a powerful conſtraint to Obedience. Is this 
affection then ſo natural and univerſal, the effe& of Policy ? None were ever fo yain as 
to pretend ſo. And certainly the belief ofa God is as natural to a Man, as the love to 
himſelfand his neareſt Relations. | eng 
2. They can give no account of what they ſo boldly Aﬀert. What Hiſtorian ever re- 
corded, that in ſuch an Age, ſuch a Prince introduc'd the belief of a Deity to make obedi- 
ence to his Laws to be a point of Religion? *'Tis true, Politicians have ſometimes uſed S-2 
Sch 5 
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IH tifice and deceit to accompliſh their Ends. Lycurgus pretended the direction of Apollo, 


t 


Chap. 6. 
Dn ld 


+ Non tam fla- ries. And if the notion of a God were * ſophiſticate Gold, thou 


and Ns ofthe Nymph Egeria, to recommend their Laws to the People. Scipio and Serto- 
rius made ſome other God to be of their Council. of War, to encourage their Souldiers 
in dangerous enterpriſes. But this mask only deceived the ignorant. The more intelli- 
gent diſcern'd the fineneſs of their politick contrivance. 

3. Is it conceiveable that the belief of the Deity, if its original were from a civil decree, 
ſhould remam in force ſo long in the World ? Falſe opinions in Plyloſophy,. adorn'd with 
great eloquence by the inventors, and zealouſly defended for a time by their followers, 
though oppoſit to no Man's profit or pleaſure, yet have loſt their > ge by further inqui- 

authorized with the 


bilis ,opino er”! Gyal ſtamp, could: it have endured the Touchſtone, and the Fire, for ſo many ages 


manerer nec con- 


firmaretur diu- 


without diſcovery ? Could it have paſt the teſt of ſo many ſearching Wits, that never had 


—_—_ temp® a ſhare in Government ? Can we rationally ſuppoſe that in ſuch a ſucceſſion of time no 
, 


ſeculi etatibus diſcontented perſon, when the yoke of Government was uncaſie, ſhould diſcloſe the Arts 
bomimamg, in- of affrightment, and releaſe the People from imaginary Terrors, that with Courage they 


wveterare potuiſe 


ſet. Cic. 


might reſume their Liberty ? *Tis a true obſervation, No fingle Perſon can deceiveall, nor 
be deceived by all. Now if there be no God, one perſon has deceived all by introducing 
the general belief of a God into the World, and every one is deceived by all, believing fo 
from the Univerſal Authority of Mankind. 

4. The greateſt Princes are under the awful impreſſions of the Deity. Thoſe rais'd to 
the higheſt Thrones are not free from inward anxieties, when the guilty Conſcience cites 
them before his dreadful Tribunal. Of this we have their unfeigned Declarations in the 
times of their diſtreſs. Now 'tis unconceivable they would voluntarily perplex themſclves 
with a fancy of their own creating, and dread that as a rcal Being, which they knew to 
be feigned. This pretence therefore cannot without an open defiance of Reaſon be al- 
ledged. | 
n 'Tis objected that the conſent of mankind in the acknowledgment of a God is no 
full conviction of his exiſtence, becauſe then we muſt believe the falſe Gods that were 
adored in the World. Rs 

7. The multitnde of Idols created by ſuperſtitious fancies, is a ſtrong preſumption that 
there 1s a true God. For all Falſhood is ſupported by ſome Truth, Deceit is made credi- 
ble by reſemblance. The Heathen worſhip though direfted amiſs, yet proves that a Reli- 
g10us inclination 1s ſound in its Original, and has a real obje& to which it terids ; 
otherwiſe Idolatry, the corruption of it, had not found ſuch a facility and diſpoſition 
in Men to receive 1t. il | 

2. Idolatry hath not been univerſal in all Ages and Nations. The firſt cauſes of - it and 
motives that preſerved it are evident. The Nation of the Jews was freed from this ge- 
neral Contagion: For we. may as rationally argue from their own Hiſtorjes con- 
cerning their belief and praftice, as from the Hiſtories of other Nations. 
And when a vail of darkneſs was caſt over the Heathen World, ſome were in- 
light'ned by true Reaſon to ſee the folly of the ſuperſtitious Vulgar that ſtood in awe of 


their own Imaginations. The Philoſophers privately condemn'd what in a guilty com- 


pliance with the Laws of State they publickly own'd. Nay, even the loweſt and dulleſt 
among the Gentiles generally acknowledged one Supreme God and Lord of all inferior 
Deities. As Tertul/ian obſerves, 1n their great diſtrefies, guided by the internal inſtructi- 
ons of Nature, they invok'd God, not the Gods to their Help. 

3. That the belief of one God is a pure emanation from the light of Nature is 
evident, in that ſince the extin&ion of Idolatry, not a ſpark remaining in many parts 
of the World, 'tis ſtill preſerv'd in its vigor and luſtre in the breaſts of Men. Since 
the plurality of Gods have been degraded of their Honour, and their Worſhips chaſed 
out of many Countries, and the ideas of various ancient Superſtitions are loſt, the only 
true God is ſerved with more ſolemn veneration. Time, the wiſe diſcerner of Kruth 
Gon Falſhood, aboliſhes the fictions of Fancy, but confirms the uncorrupted ſentiments 
of Nature. : | 

Thus it appears, that the moſt ſpecious Objeftions produc'd (by theſe who would fain 
be Atheiſts) to enervate and deſtroy the belief of the Deity, are ſo miſerably weak, that 
they rather ſtrengthen it. _ *Tis that which one very pertinently ſaid to ſome that were 
arguing againſt God and Religion, If you proceed to diſcourſe in this unreaſonable man- 
ner, in truth you will convert me from Atheiſm. For what more juſt cauſe of Averſion 
and Horror can there be in a Perſon, in whom Judgment and Honeſty are not perfeQly 


extinguiſh'd, than to find himſelf in the ſame Opinion with ſuch wretched extravagant 
Creatures ? Ee 
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: 1he Exiſtence of GO D. I 


To conclude this Diſcourſe ; what rational doubt can remain after ſo ſtrong a witnels a5. 
of the. Deity External from the Univerſe, Internal from the ſtame of the htimane Soul ? pon, 
If we look through the whole compaſs of natural Beings, there is not one ſeparately ta- 
ken, but has ſome Signature of Wiſdom npon it. As a beam of Light paſſing throngh 
a chink in a Wall of what figure ſoever, always fortns a Circle on the place where 'tis 
refleted, and by thatdeſctibes the image of its original, the Sun; Thus God in every 
one of his Works reprelents himſelt targuam Solis radis ſcriptume. But the union of all the 


parts by ſuch ſtrong and ſweet bands, is a more pregnant proof of his onnipoteri 
Mind. Is it a teſtimony of great military kill in a General to range an Army compos'd 
of divers Nations that have' great antipathies between, them in that Order as renders it "0m w m- 
victorious in Batte] ? And is it nota teſtimony of infinite Providence to diſpoſe all the «»&egri7ns, 5 
Hoſts of Heaven and Earth ſoas they join ſucceſsfully for the preſervation of Nature? Yajodn oth 
'Tis aſtoniſhing thatany ſhou!d be of ſuch a reprobate mind, as not to be convince'd by the © x-ows 
ſight of the World, a viſib'e Word that more gloriouſly illuſtrates the perfettions 

Creator, than the ſublimeſt Eloquence, that conceals what it deſig 


Po” $a brig 
| ns to repreſent, When _. . 
Sophocles was accuſed by his ungrateful Sons, thathis Underſtanding being declin'd with pientie in atate 
his Age, he was unfit to manage the affairs of his Family ; he made no other defence he- jan frafta, de- 
fore the Judges, but recited part of a Tragedy newly compos'd by him, and left itto = _—— 
their deciſion, whether there was a failure in his IntelleQuals : Upon which he was not ! in Thearri 
only abſolv'd but crown'd with Praiſes. FO 


| pavorem vertee 
What foul ingratitude are thoſe guilty of, who deny the Divine Wiſdom, of which = Neyo: wy 
there are ſuch clear and powerful demonſtrations in the things that are ſeen? Ahorr' im- 
piety ! Worthy of the moſt fiery indignation ; and notto be expiated with a ſingle death. 
None except baſe ſtupid ſpirits that are laps'd and ſunk below the rational Nature, (as a 
noble * Philoſ@pher juſtly cenſures them) are capable of ſuch prodigious folly and per- 
verſeneſs. Yet theſe are*the pretenders to free reaſon and ſtrength of mind, and with 2 
contemptuous ſmile deſpiſe the ſober World, 3k 40@-;jw6 


as fetter'd with ſervile Principles, and G 
fooliſhly ſoften'd by impreſſions of an unknown, uncertain Being, and value themſelves 7h*mgwwr 


» Ry | ; : : - #8 A its 
as more knowing than all others, becauſe they contradi& All. Ridiculous vanity! As Max. Tyr.orat, 


if a blind Man in a crowd ſometimes juſtling one, ſometimes another, ſhotild with inpa- prim. Quid fre 
tience cry out, Do not ſee? When he1s under a double blindneſs, both in his © - 
Eyes and Underſtanding, not ſeeing himſelf, and reproaching thoſe that ſee, for not 

ſeeing. In ſhort, this great Truth ſhines with ſo bright an Evilence , that 'all the 


ſons of darkneſs can never put out, and can only be denied by obſtitiate Atheiſm and 
Abſurdity. | ba Nd 
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CHAP. VII 


The duties of underſtanding Creatures to the Maker of all things, MAdek: © 
ration of his Glorious Perfections viſible in them, This is: more pri 
ticularly the duty of Man, the World being made eminently for bm 

The Cauſes why the Creator is not honour'd in his Works, are Mens ige 

 norance and inobſervance. Things New rather affet us than Great: 
An humble fear is a neceſſary reſped from the Creature , to the Divins 

Ma jeſt y and Power. Love and Obedience in the highe 


| {t degrees are Due 
from Men to God, inthe quality of Creator. Truſt and relignce on God.is 
our duty and priviledge. EIT Wu 


ET us now briefly conſider the indiſpenſible Duties of rational Creatures with vez 
, ſpett to the Maker of all things. And thoſe are, © --. _ nappy 
1. To acknowledge and admire the Deity, and his perfettions that are ſo viſible in his 
Works. For there muſt be a firſt Caule, from, whom that receives Being, ' that cannotpro- 


ceed from it ſelf, In all the forms of things there are ſome charaQers- ſtatipt of the 


Divine Wiſdom, that declare his Glory, ſome footſteps impreſt of his Power: that diſcs: 
ver him, ſome lines drawn of his Goodnels that demonſtrate him. And ſo much praiſe 


is juſtly due to the Artificer as there is excellence of Art and Perfection vf Workman- 
| on i ſhip 


. % 


» 
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>A— ſhip appearing in the Work, This Duty is eſpecially incumbent on Man, becauſe the 
Chap. 7. World was made with a more eminent reſpe&t for him, than for Angels or Animals. 
For if we conſider the diverſity of its Parts, the multitude and variety of ſenſitive Na- 
tures of which it conſiſts, and the Art whereby 'tis fram'd according to the moſt noble 
Idea and deſign of higheſt Wiſdom, 'tis evident it was principally made for Man, there 
being an adequate correſpondence between them, with regard to his faculties and the 
objets. *Tis true the Angels underſtand more perfe&tly than Man the Union, Order 
and Beauty of the World, an incomparable proof of the Maker*s PerfeCtions, but they 
are not capable of knowledge or pleaſure by taſtes, ſmells, ſounds, which axe only pro- 
- portion'd to make impreſſions on material Organs. And is it agreeable to Wiſdom that an 
Obje& purely Senſible ſhould be chiefly intended for a Power purely Spiritual ? Neither 
are the Beaſts fit ſpeCtators of the Divine Works. For the material part to which ſenſe 
can only reach, 1s the leaſt notable in the frame of Nature, and the economy of the 
World. They cannot diſcover the dependance between Cauſes and Effe&ts, the Means 
and End, nor the Wiſdom that ordered all. Theſe are only for the viGon of the 
Mind, which they want. The volume of the World to them 1s like a fair printed Book 
compos'd of ſublime matter and ſtyle, but opened to one that ſees the beauty of the 
Charadters, without underſtanding the Language it ſpeaks, and the Wiſdom it contains. An 
Eagle by fixing it eyes on the Sun cannot meaſure its greatneſs, nor underſtand the ends of 
its motion. The World would be loſt, if only for them. - But the wiſe Creator united 
theſe two diſtin& natures in Man, and plac'd him in this Theatre of his Magnificence, 
that by the miniſtry of the Senſes he might have perception of the external part, and by 
his Reaſon diſcover what is moſt worthy to be known ; the admirable order that diſtin- 
guiſhes and unites ſo many and ſuch different Natures, and guides all their motions, that 
'tis clear they depend upon one principle without knowing it, and cenſpire to. one 
end without willing it. How ſhould this raiſe his mind in the juſt praiſes of the : 
Maker ? x F 
The true cauſes why the Creator is not duly acknowledged and honour'd for his Works, = 
are either Ignorance, or a guilty Neglect and Inobſervance of them. 
x. Ignorance in the compoſure of the World, and of the ſeveral kxings in it. A. 
| Philoſopher askt by one what advantage the inſtructions of Philoſophy would be to his 
Son? Replied, If no other, yet that when he 1s a ſpectator in the Theatre, one Stone 
ſhall not fit upon another. An ignorant perſon encompaſt with all the varieties of Na- 
ture, wherein omniſcient skill appears, 1s inſenſible as a Stone carv'd into the ſhape of a 
Man. Nay, the moſt learned Profeſſors know little more than the ſeveral kinds of things, 
and the cauſes and manner of ſome particular Effects. How often are they forc't to 
take refuge in occult qualities when preſt with difficulties? Or only affign Univerſal 
canſes of things, and ſometimes the ſame for operations extreamly contrary 2 How man 
myſteries of Nature are ſtill vail'd and hid in thoſe deep recefſes where we can go only in the 
rrtulliam. dark > How much remains undiſcover'd that is truly wonderful in the Works of God > 
Aſfiduitze They are the Objeds of the Eye and Mind 3 but what is viſible to the Eye is leaſt worthy 
guridiane, © of admiration. From hence the value of the Works, and the Glory of the Author, is 
eculorum- aſſueſ#- much leſſen'd. Beſides,the rational pleaſure of the mind is loſt by not diſcerning the wiſe or- 
NET der that is infallibly obſerv'd in univerſal Nature. 'Tis not the viewing a muſical 5 
requirunt ratio Inſtrument, the variety of the parts, and of the ſtrings in their fize and length, that : 
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dl _—_— produces delight, but hearing the harmonious and pleaſant diverſity of their ſounds con- 


vident. Quafs temper'd by the proportion of Numbers. Thus 'tis not the fight of the meer outward 
nvitas mags frame of things, but the underſtanding the Intellectual Mulick that ſprings from the juſt 


quam magnitus 


7 rum 4-heas Laws Of Nature, whereby they are periectly tuned, and the conſpiring Harmony of fo 
ad exquire- many mixt Parts without the leaſt harſh Diſcord, that raviſhes the Soul with true plea- 
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- Door -2, The Inobſeryance of Man is another cauſe why the Great Creator is'not- magnified 
Arabia atgz 


To © for all his Works. If we did conſider the leaſt, even one of thoſe || univs puni#i anima- 


eſtimator, ute- lia, a Flea or Mite, we ſhould find what is admirable in that ſcarce vifible Atom of mat- 
riu/g, pare,me- ter. But the * novelty, not the excellence of things, draws our thoughts. The great- 


mari imputa- eſt works in Nature that are not Miracles, only becauſe common and - uſual, are paſt by 
hr mand with a careleſs Eye. Their continual preſence is not moving, but lefſens our rega 

rimus quiſque (Nd attention. The + Naturaliſt obſerv d it to be one of the ſolemn follies of Men, 
cenet, nam fiez to value Medicines not for their Virtue, but the Country where they grow, the Climate 
ge" x" from whence they come; if they have a Barbarous Name, they are reputed to have a 
frutex queratur, Myſterious .efficacy, and thoſe Plants are neglefted as unprofitable, that are natives of 
os. Ms. their own Soil. The rarity is eſteam'd more than the merit of things. 'Tis a greater 


lib. 2 © Wonder to give lighttothe Sun, than to reftoreit to the Blind, yet its dally preſence does 
| | | not 
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which in it ſelf1s ſimple and equa], in God's hand is capable of ſuch admirable Art ? PR AI 
But the conſtant ſight of living produCtions cauſes our negle&, and'' deprives him x yes ol 
of his juſt Honour. Thus, that from almoſt an inviſible Seed weak and tender, tum in exigue. 


ſhould ſpring a great Tree of that ſtrength as to reſiſt the fury of 'the Winds, what mi- X** 


Natura miracu- 


due the Reverence and Ro of Univerſal King. With what ſolemnity and compoſedineſs 
of Spirit ſhould we. approach the Divine Preſence > What a jealous watch' ought to be 
placed over our Hearts 'in all our addreſſes to Him, leſt y careleſneſs and inad- 
vertency we ſhould diſparage his Excellencies > To think of Him without Reverence 
iS a Profanation. The Lord js a great God, and a great King above aff Gods ;, and from 
hence the neceflary conſequence is, O come let us worſhip,s and fall down, and kneel be- 


fore the Lord our Maker. Whatever is Glorious, is in Himin the moſt excellent de- ee : 


grees of Perfeftion. The World, with innumerable variety of creatures, is but e drop 
compared to his Tranſcendent Greatneſs : And what part is Man of that 'drop ? asno- 


- thing. Time is buta point of his Eternity, Dominion buta ſhadow of his Soveraignty. 


'Tis the moſt natural duty of Man to walk, humbly with hjs God, and to fear above all 
things to diſpleaſe Him. The whole Creation, even the inſenfible part, and that ſeems 
leaſt ſubjet to a Rule and Law, and leaſt condutted by Reain: 'obey his "Will. 
What is more volatile and raſh than the Winds? yet they do not breathe but by his 
Command. What is more fierce and impetuous than the Sea ? yet it does not tranſprels his 
Order. When itthreatens to'over-run the whole Earth, 'the weak Sand ſtops its foaming 
rage, and 1t retires, reſpeting the bounds' ſet by the Creator, What then will be 
our guilt, if we are regardleſs of his Majeſty and Authority, - who are enlightned with 
Reafon to underſtand his Will, when the moſt rebellious and unteachable things in 
Nature readily and conſtantly obey Him 2 He is preſent every-where, 'the whole com- 
paſs of Heaven and Earth is butan Inch of his Immenfity 5 He ſees'all; obſeryes all, 


3s more intimate with our Hearts than we are our ſelves; and dare Men trample on 


his Laws before his Face > Who can by reſiſtance or flight eſcape from! puniſhment that 
offends Him? He can bind the moſt ſtubborn etiemics hands and feet; and cuft them into 
wtter darkneſs. As he made all things - by the meer a& of his Will, ſo without the leaſt 
ſtrain of his Power he:can. deſtroy them > What does not a mortal Man arrogate to ap- 
pear terrible, and make his Will to be obeyed, when he has but power to take away 
this ſhort natural life? The proud King of Babylow commanded the numetous Nations 
under his Empire, to proſtrate themſelves like Brutes in the loweſt adoration of the 
Image heſet up; and when the three Hebrew young Men refuſed to give Divine Honour to 
it, he threatned, If ye Worſhip . not, ye ſhall be caft the ſame how? inito the midſt of 4 
burning fiery Furnace ; and who is that God that ſhall deliver you ont of my Hands? This 
is the Languageof a Man (poor Duſt! ) that can heat a Furnace-with Fire, and hasz 
Squadron of Souldiers ready upon the leaſt intimation of his pleaſure to throw into it 
any that diſobey'd, as if no Power-either in Heaven or Earth could refcue them from 
him. *Twas impious folly in him that thus ſpake : But God can' give order to Death 
to, ſize on the ſtouteſt Rebel, and caſt him into an Eternal Furnace, 'and ſay in truth, 
Who ſhall deliver out of my hands ? His Power reaches beyond the ' Grave. Tiberize 
intending to put to Death by flow and exquiſit torments one who kill'd himſelf, cry*d 
| | E out 


- 
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KAN qut.in arage, Carnulizs has ,made *an eſcape from me. But no Sinner can by dying 
Chap. 7- eſcape God's Juſtice, for\Neath it ſelf takes the Condemned, and delivers them to endleſs 
cAr i Torments. There are no degrees of fear can be equal to thiscauſe, the Wrath of the great 


4 
—— I 


evaſit. Suct, Creator. Is there any pleaſure of Sin ſo ſweet, but this, if conſidered, would make it 
tobe as Poiſon 'or Gall to the taſte? Is any Joy ſo predominant but this would 
inſtantly make it die in the carnal heart? The due apprehenſion of Almighty Anger 
3s ſyicaent toſubdue the moſt vicious inſuperable Paſſions that ſo violently tranſport to fin. 
Bat O Aſtoniſhing ſtupidity ! The moſt of Men without fear provoke the Living God, 
2s if he were like the Idols of the Heathens, a dead ſtock or ſtone, inſenſfible a1.q 


. 


powerleſs, {o that the Spiders made their Webs on the Beard of Jupiter, and the Birds 
Pi Neſts in bis Thunder, Where is their Reaſon, where is their Self-Love, to chal- 
enge ſo dreadful an Adverſary, who is able 1n the very ad of Sin to ſtrike them with 
Death Temporal and Eternal > Conſider #his ye that forget God, leſt he tear you in pieces, 
and there is none to deliver. 
| 3. Love and Obedience in the higheſt degree are due to the Author of our Beings, and 
all things for our uſe and profit. What motion is more according the Laws of Nature 
than that Love ſhould anſwer Love; and ſo far as the one deſcends in benefits, the 


other ſhould aſcend in thankfulneſs?. If we conſider the firſt and fundamental benefit 


with all its circumſtances, in the pure order of Nature ; that we are Men conſiſting of a 


| rational Soul, and a Body admirably prepar'd for its convenient habitation, and in this 
regard the moſt wonderful work of God ; can a humane Beaſt be fo hard and flinty as 
not to be ſoftned and made receptive of impreſſions by this effe& of his Goodneſs ? Is it 
poſſible that any one ſhould be of ſuch a ſtupid ſavage temper, ſo void of all humani- 
_ ty, nay, of the ſentiments of the lower Nature, as not to be toucht with. a grateful 
aftcion to the Author of his life, when Lions and Tigers, the moſt untraQtable Beaſts of 
the Foreſt, are by an innate principle ſo tenderly inclin'd to their Dams? It unſpeakabiy 
enforces qur obligation, that beſide the inherent excellencies of Nature he made us by 
priviledge above all Creatures in this ſenſible World, and furniſht it with innumerable 


objeds excellent in their beauty and variety, that are not meer remedies for neceſſity 


but for the delight of this preſent life. And having taſted the good of Being, and the 


_ fruitsof his magnificent Bounty, can we be coldly affefted to our great BenefaQtor ? 
|| Beneficiis tuis by 


Von Singe, quo. 1 DE || Moralif adviſes, as the beſt expedient to make a Perſon grateful, encompaſs 
cung; ſe conver- tum with thy benefits, that where-ever he turns, ſomething may recal his fugitive memory, 


fit, memoriam af 


Gi ene tbi te 0 render thee viſible to him. This cannot be done by Men. But where-ever we turn 
vides. Senec. OUr Thoughts, or fix our Eyes, cither on Our perſons or comforts, on the preſent ſtate or 
the future, (for he has given Eternity to our duration) we find our ſelves incircled 

with innumerable and ineſtimable benefits from God. *Tis impoſlible we ſhould ever 

forget them without the greateſt Guilt. Every minute he renews our lives and all our 
enjoyments. For the aftual influence of his Power is as requiſit to preſerve our being, as 

at firſt to produce it. The Creature has nothing of its own, but a ſimple non- 

- repugnance of coming in to.aft. How frozen 1s that heart that 15 not melted in love to 

ſo gooda God ? Letuslook into the depth of our native Nothing, that we may under- 

ſtand the heighth of the Divine Love, in raiſing us from the pure poſlibility of being in- 

to at, and that meerly for his Sovereign pleaſure, and moſt free bemignity. There was 

no neceſſity that conſtrained him to decree the making the World, or Man in it : For 

*tis a plain contradiCQtion that there ſhould be a ſuperior Power to determine a Being of 

A te nova be- infinite Perfe&ions. And for that Reaſon alſo he gives all his Benefits without the leaft 
nienitare is b- oO Fble advantage to himſelf. "Twas commended as a miraculous Vertue in Theodoſigs 
_— _ that he was bountiful meerly to ſatisfie his own Goodneſs : But 'tis the pro- 


batinus eft, qi te Emperor, th 
tos efſe 54 priety of God's Nature. Is He not then worthy of all our Thoughts, all our Aﬀecti- 
nb r. nitit. ONS, for his moſt free and admirable Favours > It there be but a ſpark of Reaſon, ' we 
que ad te redun- aſt Judge that the immenſe Liberality of God to us, without reſpe& to his own in- 
_ tereſt, is ſo far from leſſening, that it increaſes our duty to correſpond in all poſſible thank- 


fulneſs. 


_ 


|| 11s quanto Confider further, that which addsto the greatneſs -of the Gifts we receive, is || the 
donna oreatneſs of the Giver. The. price of a benefit riſes in proportion to +the worth of the 
Zartem interis Perſon that beſtows it. A ſmall Gift froma great Hand, may be juſtly preferr'd before a 


em _ richer from a leſseſtimable Donor. Now if we conſider that the Glorious God (in com- 


7:]:Za cogi- Pariſon of whom the: greateſt Kings are but vain ſhadows of Majeſty) has made a World 
zantem magis 4 Fl of ſo many and {o excellent Creatures for our refreſhment, that our being on Earth 
95 ccepers, TAY not be tedious in the ſhort ſpace of our journey to Heaven, will it not overcome us 

nec. de. bene- with an exceſs of wonder and affection ; and cauſe us to break forth, What 3s Mar that thou 


fie. lib. to, mindful of hins, and the Son of Man that thou viſiteſs him # Thou madeſt hin a little 
| mY — lower 
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hier thas he Aughts and ha ns hin with Glory -\Thie wuadeſt knve 
dominion over the Works of thy Hands, thou haſt oo Ming: wider bar Bet 70 5 01: 02 bas 
And asour moſt ardent Love, ſo a Tein WY wduew Crs 
the Creator,both in ative ſervice for his Glory, abd an'abſolute reſignation bbs Will The 
ſtrongeſt title to acquire Dominion according to the Law of -Nature;/is thab'vf 
to the Effett. The Mind cannotrebel againſt the light of this Princlpleco 
therefore we ſhould imploy all our Powers, eyent from thic carly: riſe: :of- Renſire = 
ſetting point of Life, wholly in his ſervice from whom'we received them” =_ 'sati cx 
cellent repreſentation of St. || Auſtin; If a Sonlptor,” after his faſbioning a piece 
ble in a hamane Figure, could inſpire it with Life and-Senſe, and give ior Note, and 
Underſtanding, an Speech, can it t bo imgin'd but the firſt a& of it would be'to proſtrits 
it ſelf at the feet of the Maker, in ſubjetion and thankfulneſs, and ole A it: 
and cando, as homage to him? The Almighty Hand of God form'd our: Bodies; -- 
breathed into us the Spiritof Life; and ſhould not the p! of Love conſtrain us 2q 
live wholly according to his Will? Methinks nothing ſhonld be pleaſing to us hytids we 
make it tributary to Him. If we only regard Him 'as our Creator, ' that *one 'qualley: 
ſhould for ever ingage us to Fidelity in his Service, Zeal for hig Intereſt, *Obedixgces 
his Laws, and an inviolable Reſpe& for his Honour. ' And this Duty bindsus cho mote 
ſtrongly, becaufe as God made the World for Man's profit, ſo he made Manor. this own 
Glory. And'what- the Load-ſtone is to'the Steel, or be th ſenſible good to-thie 
the ſame attraQtive is the end to the intelligent Nature. ' And the highe the' end i6;": att 
the more the mind is fitted to underſtand its excellence, 'the more powerful it "frould 
excite the faculties, in purſuit of it according to their uttermoſt capacity, /': Now: what 
horrid unthankfulneſs is it tobe inſenſible of the infinite Debe we owe' to God ?- What dif 


. 
"OT. hs. #4 _— A. 4A 


—— 


loyalty to pervert his Favours, to ſlight his Commands, and croſs the end of par -Qreation'F 
The ſerious Conſideration that God has given us ſuch a noble Nature; 'capdble to know, 
tove, ſerve and enjoy Him, and that we have fo little improved-eur faculties for theſe extel} 
lent ends, ſhonld put us in two- contrary exceſſes: of Spirit, the one" hoy, for his un- 


ſpeakable Goodnels, the other of confufion, for our mc unworthy neglett of it. Our Du- 
cy and our Diſobedience have the ſame meaſure. The Goodneſs and Rounty''of:oopt 
eat BenefaQtor regulates the one and the other. The more we have received from Hing 
e more we are ingaged to Him, and the more we ate ingaged, the more gniley 
worthy of puniſhment will our riegle& be. Among Men an un nk pe 
ſon is an obx& of horror'; andfavours abuſed become motives « Hired, 9'-ef 
our Faculties rational ot ſenſitive to the diſfervice of 'bur Maker, iy the: Mme 
Villany, though of ineamparably greater Guilt, both ini 6. objetand 
as if a Traitor ſhould turn the very ſame Weapons agai iis o_ 08th 
from him for his defence. To turn his benefits into* octafions' and 
things to diſhonour Him by 'which we ſhon]d glorifie Him | 
In this, unthankful Man imitates the Earth from whenee he ys "For tus makes 
tfe of the heat of the San to ſend up Vapours that obſcure the' Bens "of > Dootnet 
tranicates to it. This is to deſpiſe ef wine Maxſty; Power, | 
are united, and ſo eminently appear in his Works, and will provok 
ance. Let us therefore every > fey revive the ſenſe of = 
thoughts pom os a of Loveand No ras _—_— oy 
them, as flames alcending from an Altar,. we- ma dee ſeloes | # holy living fancy 
which is our reaſonable ſe —_ Our AD bor | wharever weare, WHRTEr wy have, 
our Bodies, our andy our Time and 
"And an bumble reſigna 
fires. 'Tis true that npon « 


paturally 
them in their ke week ply n God hieklf eHeeby to * 


Majeſty, and of his right ole of Men wares Jr to hls 'V f 


Works as the confpicuons ies of his "Pe 
reaſon of or ſubmiffion will we more '*conviticing 1 ber tat/Go, 
{dlute unalienahle- pro ws, and all that w 4 foro | 

ate the liberal' Oifts ire oP, If therefore he ſhall pleaſe os any ary; 
Favors, even life it ſelf, though notto exchange ir for'a life infittitdly better, 11 

be the moſt manatural Rebeſlionto refiſt the diſpoſitions of His Providence; EET 
unthankfulneſs, tobe and paflionate, or e $0 conſent to ary ihr wiriariinhy: 
Miſcontent in the Heart, asif our own were taken ffotti vs, 
Juſtly. And though our troubles yy proceed Pa Hoo natural Qua, yor 
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according to right Reaſon, we muſt, eſteem them but as Inſtruments of his inviſible Hand, 
and govern'd by his Counſel, in. order to ſuch effects, and in the time he pleaſes. It 15 
our duty, even in the ſaddeſt circumſtances, with an entire readineſs of mind, and con- 
formity of defires, toiay to our Maker, Thy Will be done. 

-4« Truſt and; Reliance on God isour duty and priviledge. Every being has a neceſſa- 
ry dependance on Him for its ſubſiſtence ; but Man of all the viſible Creatures is only 
capable of afhance in Him, by reflefting upon his own Impotence, and by conſidering 
the Periethons of the Creator, that render him the proper Objett of truſt. "Tis the in- 
communicable honour of the Deity, to bz acknowledged and regarded as the Supporter 
of all things. To put confidence in our jelves, in the advantages of Body or Mind or 
Eſtate, as if we were the Architetts of our own felicity, is a facrilegious uſurpation. 
Yet vain Man foments a ſecret pride and high opinion of himſelf, as if by his own pru- 
dence and condudt he might acquire an happmeſs, till experience confutes his pleaſing bur 
pernicious error. The Truth is, were there no God, whoſe powerful Providence governs 
all things, and has a ſpecial care and reſpect of Man, he were of all Creatures the moſt- 
miſerable. So that befides the wickedneſs, we may clearly diſcover the folly of Atheiſm, 


that deprives Man of his chiefeſt Comfort at all times, and his only Comfort in the great- 


eſt exigencies,  Forin this mutable ſtate he is liable to ſo many diſaſters. and wretched 
accidents, that none can have an aſſurance of proſperity one day. ' How frail and un- 
certain is Life, the foundation of all temporal Enjoyments? It depends upon ſo many 
on s, that 'tis admirable it ſubſiſts for a little tm?. The leaſt veſſcl in the Body that 
re 
Sotnetimes in jts vigorous confiſtence, when moſt diſtant from Sickneſs 'tis neareſt to 
Death. A. little; eruption of Blood in the Brain is ſufficient to ſtop the paſlages of the 
Spirits, and-deprive it of motion and life. And the changes of things without us, are ſo 
various and frequent, ſo great and ſudden, that 'tisan exceſs of folly, a dangerous reſt 


_ tobe ſecure in the enjoyment of them. The ſame Perſon ſometimes affords an example 


of the greateſt Proſperity, and of greater Miſery in the ſpace of .a few Hours. Henry the 
fourth of Fravxce, in x midit of the triumphs: of "3. was by a blow from a facri- 
legions:hand- diſpatcht in his Coach, and his bloody Corps forſaken by his Servants, ex- 
pos d to the view of all; ſo thatas the || Hiſtorian obſerves, there was but a moment 

ween the adorations and oblivionof that great Prince. De is Graſs, and the glorg 
of it :as the flower of the Graſs. Whatever diſguiſes its imperfeCtions, and gives it luſtre, 


juſt jealouſie, leſt they ſhould (lip away, or be raviſht from him by violence ? And in this 


reſpe& Man is moſt- unhappy 3 for beſides the affliction of preſent evils, Reaſon, that 


parates him from other Creatures, and exalts him above them, 1s the fatal inſtrumene 
of his trouble by the previſion of future Evils. Ignorance of future miſcries is priviledge, 
when Knowledge is ineffeQual to prevent them. Unſeen evils are ſwallowed whole, but 
by SOASPISNEArE Enation are taſted in all their bitterneſs. By forethoughts we run 
to meet-them before they are come, and feel them before they are truly ſenſible. This was 
the reaſon of that complaint in the || Poet, ſeeing the prognoſticks of nuſery many years 
before it arrived, LN —_- | 


Sit ſubitune egy a paras, fit ceca futuiri 
_ Mens hominis fati, liceat ſperare timents. 


Let the evils: thou prepareſt ſurprize us, let us not be tormented by an unhappy expetta- 
tion of - them, let the ſucceſs: of future things be concealed from our light, let it be per- 
miitted/to us to-hope.in the midſt of our fears. | ; 


Indeed God has mercifully hid the moſt of future events from humane curioſity. For 
as on the one ſide by the view of great Profperity, Man would be tempted to an exceſs of 
Pride and Joy, ſo on the other (as we are more ſenſibly touch'd with pain than pleaſure) 


if when he begins to uſe his Reaſon and apprehenſive Faculty, by a ſecret of- Opticks he 


ſhould have in one ſight preſented all the Affli&ions that ſhould befal him in the World, 
how languiſhing would his Life be > This would keep him on a perpetual Rack, and make 


-. him ſuffer together and at all times, what ſhall be endured ſeparately and but once. But 


though themoſt of future thingslye in obſcurity, yet often we have ſad intimations of a 
Pproaching Evils that awaken onr fears. Nay, how many Tempeſts and Shipwracks 
Men ſuffer in Terre firm, from the ſuſpicion of Calamities that ſhall never be > Imagina- 
ry: Evils operate a$it real, and produce ſubſtantial Griets. Now how can ſuch. an infirm 
and jealous creature, in the mid of things that are cvcry minute ſubject to the Laws of 


Muta- 
F 


or is ſtopt, interrupting the courſe of the Blood and Humours, ruins its &conomy. - 


1s: but ſuperficial, - like the Colour and Ornament of a Flower, whoſe matter is only a little- 
'Daſt- and Water, and is as weak and fading. Who then can poſſeſs theſe things without a 
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Mutability, be without inward trouble > What can give him repoſe and ranquility in his 
beſt condition, but an aſſurance that nothing can betal him but according to the wiſe 
Counſel and gracious Will of God? And in extream Aflitions, in the laſt Agonies, 


— 


f IP \ ) e 
Chap. 7. 


when no humane _— can afford Relief, when our deareſt Friends are not able to com- 


fort us, but are miſerable in our miſeries, what can bear up our fainting hope but the 
Divine Power, a foundation that never fails > What can allay our ſorrows but the Di- 
vine Goodneſs tenderly inclin'd to ſuccour us? Orr help is in the Lord who made Heaven 
«nd Earth. The Creation 1s a viſible Monument of his Perfetions. The Lord $4 « 
Sun and a Sheild. He is all-ſufficient to ſupply our wants, and ſatisfie our deſires. As the 


Sun gives Life and Joy to all the World, - and if there were millions of more kinds of 


| Beings and of Individuals in it, his Light and Heat are ſufficient for them all ; fo the Di- 


vine Goodneſscan ſupply us with algood things, and ten thouſand Worlds more. And 
his Power can ſecure to us his Favours, and prevent Troubles ; or, which is more admi- 
rable, make them beneficial and ſubſervient to our felicity. He is a ſureRefuge, an in- 
violable Sanftuary to which we may retire in all our ſtreights. His Omnipotence is directed 
by unerring Wiſdom, and excited by infinite love, for the good of thoſe who faithfully 
obey him. An humble confidence in him, frees us from anxieties, preſerves a firm peace- 
ful Temper in the midſt of Storms. This gives a ſuperiority of Spirits, a true Empire of 
Mind over all outward things. 

Rex eft qui poſuit metus, 

Fahy [4 libens 

Fato, nec queritur mori. 


What was the vain .boaſt of Philoſophers, that by the power of Reaſon they could 


make all accidents to contribute to their happineſs, is the real priviledges we obtain by. a 


regular truſt in God, who direQs and orders all events that ha for the everlafting 
good of his Servants. In the worſt circumſtances we may rejoyes in lope: in a certain and 


y_ expettation of a bleſſed iſſue. In Death it ſelf we are more than Conquerors. O 


d of Hoſts, bleſſed is the Man that truſts iz thee. 9s 
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T H E 


IMMORTALIT) 


OF THE 


CHAP. VII. 


The Immortality of the Soul depends .on the conſervative influence of God. 
Natural and Moral Arguments to prove that God will continue it for ever. 
The Soul is incapable of periſhing from any corruptible Principles, or ſepa- 
rable Parts. Its ſpiritual Natere ts evident by the afts of its principal Fa- 
culties. The Underſtanding conteives ſpiritual Objects ; ts not confin'd to 

ſingular and preſent things : Refles upon it bf 


of the Senſe : Does not ſuffer from the excellence of the Obje. Is wigo- 
rous in its operations when the Body is decay'd, which proves it to be an 
immaterial faculty. An anſwer to objeftions againſt the Souls Spiritual 
Nature. That the firſt notices of things are conveyed through the Senſes, 
does not argue it to be a material Faculty. That it depends on the tem» _ 
per of the Body in its ſuperior operations, is mo prejudice to its Spiritual 


Nature. m 


flows ftom his Powers thi fitſt moment of their Exiſtehce. His Will 3s the medfilte” 
their Continuance. TIſhall therefore conſider ſuch things as ſtrongly argue that God will not 


withdraw his conſervative influence that is neceffary to their lmimor lity. _ The Ar- 
guments are of 'two ſorts, Natural and Moral. The firſt prove that God has trade the 
Soul incapable of Death by any Internal Cauſes of periſhing from its Narure, and inthat 


£ 


declares not obſcurely that he will ever preſerve it. The ſecond fort are dray 1 from the 


Divine Attributes, from the ends of the Creator in making the Soul, and the viſible - 


Occonomy of Providence in the government of the World, that are infallible, and will 
produce a ſufficient convittion in minds equally inclin'd. oo i 
I. The Soul is incapable of Death by any Internal Cauſes of petiſiung ih 1ts 
Nature. The diffolution of things procceds from the corruptible Prigciples of _ 
c 


: Correds the errors of 


* 
$ 


- 


30 TERS - | Immortality of the Soul. 


SAN they are compounded, and the ſeparable parts of which they confiſt, and into which 
Map: B. they are reſolved. Therefore all mixt and material Beings are ſubjett to diſſolution. But 
TF adon Jim- (he humane Soul is a Spiritual Subſtance, || ſimple without any diſagreeing qualities, as 
plex animina- heat and cold, moiſture and annery the Seeds of Corruption. The Efences of things 
er hr {6 are belt diſcover'd by their peculiar operations, - that argue a real diſtintion between 
quicquam ad- them, and trom whence ariſe the different notions whereby they are conceived. The Soul 
—_— of -a Brute, pertorms the ſame vital atts as the Soul of a Plant, yet 'tis viſibly ofa more 
le, non e CR! | | | ; 

a Thad, N & Rational Soulperferms the ſame ſenſitive aQs-as the Soul of Brates, butthat it is of a 
CO ons __ order of Subſtances, appears by its peculiar Obje&s and immediate Operations 

upon them. 

"The two principle Faculties of the humane Soul are the Underſtanding and the Will, 
and the ACtions flowing from them exceed the power of the moſt refined matter however 
modified, an4 tranſcend any Principle that is only endowed with the powers of ſenſe and 
imagination confited to Matter. | 


To proceed afderly, I will firſt conſider the Mind with reſpe& to the - quality of its 
objets/ and manner how it 1s converſant about them. | 


1. The conception of things purely ſpiritual, God, Angels, ſeparate Souls, Analogies, 


the differences, and various reſpects of things, argue it tobe of a Spiritual Nature. _For 
'tis an evident principle, there nuſt be an Analogy between the Faculty and the Object. 
A material Glaſs cannot repreſent a Spirit z it has no receptivity to take into it an obje&t 
without figure, colour and diverſity of parts, the affeCtions of matter. A ſpiritual obje&t 
can only be apprehended by a ſpiritual operation, and that can only be produced by 
a ſpiritual Power. The being of things is the root of their working. Now rarifie mat- 
ter to the higheſt fineneſs, reduce it to imperceptible Atoms, 'tis as truly Matter as a 
groſs Body. For Jightneſs and tenuity are as proper Attributes of Matter, as weight and 
denſity, though leſs ſenſible. 
If a Beaſt could apprehend what diſcourſe is, it were rational. The Soul therefore that 
underſtands the Spirituality of things is Spiritual z otherwiſe it ſhould a& extra Spheram. 
T he Intellectual Eye alone ſees Him that 3s invifeble, underſtands the reaſons of Truth and 


Juſtice, looks beyond the bright Hills of Time into the Spiritual Eternal World, ſo that 
'tis evident there is an affinity and likeneſs in Nature between them. 


. 2, Material Faculties are confin'd to the narrow compaſs of ſingular and preſent things ; 

but the Mind abſtrats from all individuals, their pure Nature, and forms their Univer- 

al Species. The Eye canonly ſee a. colour'd obje&t before it, the Mind contemplates 

\ the Nature of Colours. It aſcends above all the diſtinftions of Time, recolle&s what is 

_ - paſt, foreſees what 1s to. come. || No interval of ſpace or time can hinder its ſight. Be- 

Lowe FR lides: the * ſwift flight of the thoughts over Sea and Land, the faaring of the Mind in a 

| nds, 6 omni moment above the Stars, as if its efſence were all vigour and aQtivity, prove that 'tis not a 

yt Pra material Power. E —} 

ſuaſs, ſic ſenti, 3+. Senſe only ads in a dire& way, without reflefting upon its ſelf or its own operations. 

pr fone te” 008 there 1s an experimental perception included in vital and ſenſible AQts.; but 'tis far 

DD ns below proper refleftion. The Eye doth not ſee the aQtion by whichit ſees, northe imaginati- 
memoria prete- On reflet On it ſelf: for that being converſant only about repreſentations tranſmitted thro* 
nes vo fo the ſenſes, cannot frame an Image of it ſelf, arid gaze upon it, there being no ſuch re- 
tia, tot ſcien- ſemblance conveyed by the mediation of the otitward Organs. But the rational Soul not 
ate gm 5 only contemplates an object, but reflefts on its own contemplation, and.retir'd from all 
| naturam que COMmEerce with External things, views it ſelf, its qualities and ſtate, and by. this gives 


res eas continet teſtimony of its Spiritual and Immortal Nature. 
mortalem efſe. ©. | 


Cic. 4. The Mind reCtifies the falſe reports of the Senſes, and forms the Judgment of things 
not. according to their impreſſions, but by ſuch rational evidence of which they are 

not_ capable. When the Obje& is too diſtant, or the Medium: unfit, or the Organs di- 

\ ſtemper'd, the Senſes are, deceived. The Stars. of the brighteſt magnitude ſeem to be 
trembling ſparks of Light: But the Underſtanding conſiders that the repreſentations of 

things arc imperfc& and leſs diſtin proportionably to their diſtance, and conceives of 

their; magnitude accordingly. A ſtraight Oar appears crooked in the Water, but Reaſon 

_ obſerves the error in the RefraQions, when the Image paſſes through a double Medinn: 


_ of unequal clearneſs, Sweet things taſte bitter» to one in a Feaver, but the mind knows - 


that the bitterneſs is not in the things but in the viciated Palat. Moreover, how many 
things are colle&ed by Reafon that tranſcend the power of Fancy to conceive, nay, are re- 
pugnant to its conception ? * What corporeal Image can repreſent the immenſity of the 
Heavens, as the Mind by convincing arguments apprehends it > The Aztipodes walk ere& 
upon the Earth, yet the Fancy cannot conceive them but with their Heads downward. 


Now 


ted nature, becauſe it performs the fun&ions of the ſenſitive life that are proper to it. 
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- whence the not-fuffering of the | 


The Inornlief "he Ds 

Now if the Mind were of the ſame-Nature with the corporeal Puts! t ther Ju 

would be uniform,” 17 oo &: 154 imnqe s vo 15006 
"5. The Senſes-ſuffer.to a great \dagiee by thei exceſlive” vehemence of the 

T oo bright a light blinds the Eye. Too ſtrong wſound deafs the Ear. Bue'the bk * 

ceives. yigor and: peritdtion from.the-excellence! andifublimity:- of Its Objt Jet Ty and when 


oY 


moſtintent in; contemplation, and. concenter'd in its (elf 'becorhes as it were: all M 

ſo that: the operations of it/as ſenſitive are ſuſpended; 'feels thEputel delightsfar ibove ths 
perception of: the lower faculties.” ../Now fromwhence'is-the diftemper 'of -the'Seii s 
their exerciſe, but from matter, as well that of the. a#the Ora; 12 And''from 


md, [butdrom:the impreſſing 'the forms: of Obj | 
ſeparated from all matter, and conſequently i in an immaterial faculty 2 For there is' of 
neceſlity a convenienceand proportion, as between a Being and the manner of- its opera- 
tions, 10 betweenthat;: and 'the ſubje& wherein it works. This ſtrongly! argues the Soul 
to be immaterial, 4n- that 'tis impaſſible from 'watter, 'even"whenit is: *moſt conver- 
ſantin it, For it refines it from corporeal accidents, -to-a''kind' of 'fpirituality 
portioned. to its; Nature. And from hence: proceeds the unbpinded''c pacity lp 
Soul in its iconceptions, partly becauſe the forms 'of things -inconfiftent bog rand Natures; 
are ſo purified by the Mind, as they have an objeCtive exiſtence without enmity or con- 
trariety 3, partly becauſe in the workings of 'the Mind, one- aR'does 'not require a' dif- 


ferent manner from: another, bur the: ſame reaches to all that  UeDG 1 1 the lame 


order. 
6. The Senſes are ſubje& to langnifhin -and decay, and bepin to die- before Death. 
But: the Soul many-times.in the weakneſs of Age”is moſt lively and: vigo My. Were 


The! intelleftual- Off-ſpring carries no marks-'of- the decays of the Body. ' 
proaches of Death, tho the corporeal faculties are'relaxt, and very faintly'perform t 
fundions,: the workings of the Soul are often':rais'd above the'uſual pircchofiits Avi Y. 
And. this 4s a pregnant © probability that *cis of a/Spiritual Nature; : and that Wheh the - Body 
which is here1ts Priſon rather than Manſion'falls to the Earth, *tis riot oppreſt'by its'ruins, 
but ſet free, and enjoyelt its trueſt liberty. - Thismade Herachitos ſay thatthe Soul goes out- ET 
of the Body as Lightning from-a Cloud, becaule it's never more; clear'in its- conceptions malls 
than when freed from Matter. And what pays TONE expreſſes 1h his Verſes IS. ds pan} vious 
true in 1 another ſenſe that he intended ; NeTT2 eHow 
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In Terran ; ſed. quod miſſum' eſt ex HEitheris oris, 0 Y3989 71602 JO 
 ſarurſus Celi faigduole Templa Pecepvant. CS dh Gb Be 36 2:41 
What ſprang from Farth falls-toits native labs: A SI 90  DOISIOT © 

What Heav'ninfpir'd releaſt fromthe weak-tye | SEE AA HT : 

Of fleſh aſcends above the ſhining Sky. MD TH cs 

Before 1 proceed, Twill briefly conſider the Obje&ions of me who ofcertl favour gi o_— - wa 


part of unpiety;: 


'Tis objected, That the Soul in its intelleftual opttatichs depends on- the | Phail- 
aſs and thoſe are drawn from the repreſentations of ings conveyed. NrOnget, the 
enics;. 3; ny 

But-it will appear this does not ATE the force of the Arggrbents forits Spiritual Ni 
ture; - For this .dependance is only objedtive; not inſtrumental of the Soul's perc | 
The firſt images:of things are Un Su by the mediatioh-of the Senſes; and by their | 
preſence (for nothing elfe is requiſite) the mind is excited; afd draws a "Pifture reſein- "IHY 
bling, or;if it. pleaſe; notreſembling them, and fo operates alone, -and compleats its own 
work. Of this we-have aclear experiment in the conceptions which thie Mind forms of _ ; 
ſo different fromthe firſt Notices of them by the Senſes. 


The firſt apprehenfions of the Deity are: Fom the viſible effe&ts of his Power, 9 Toni ths -. roy hwy 
1dez;in which the Underſtanding contemplates him, is framed by ing all _—.....:. 
fetions that are in the: Creatures, and conſequently that he-is not corporagy'! For what- 


ſoeyer is ſo, -is liable to corruption, that is abſolutely repugnarit to the perfe&ion of his + © 
Nature. Now the'common Senſe! and Fancy, only powerftl to work in Matter, can- _ 
not truly expres an _immaterial/Being. Indeed as Paititers by their Colours repreſent 
inviſible : things; :as Darkneſs, :/theo Winds, theinternal Aﬀections of the Heart, -{o that 


y the repreſentations, the Thoughts are awaken'd of ſuch objedts ;' ſo the Fancy may with 6 
the like Art ſhadow forth»Spiritual Beings by the moſt reſembling forms taken from ſen — - 
lible things. Thus it imagins the Angels under the likeneſs of young Men with Wink, ' 

to, 
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CC ee er ORIGIN 
The Immortality of the Soul. 

AD -A tocxpreſs their vigor and velolity. But the Mind by its internal light conceives them in 
Chap, 8. Neue manner, by a Spiritual Form, that exceeds the utmoſt = of the corporeal 
SY” Organs, (© that 'tis evident the Sou] ay inte|leQual in itsfingular and moſt proper opera- 
tions, is notaſſiſted pg ng==. of the Senſes. : Em 
Ry 'Tis objeQed ; t the Soul. in: its. ſuperior operations depends on..the convenient 
temper of the Body, The thoughts are dear and orderly when the Brain is compos'd. 
On the contrary when the JCONDUNE of an humour diſtempers it, the Mind feels 
its infirmities. And from hence it icems to be of a Corporcal Nature, depending on the 

| Hoy. 6 Ons 0 i238 Working, T HT, ENTER. - 4h 
ME. age if duly conſider'd, -will raiſe no juſt prejudice againſt its Spiritual Immortal 
ture, Or, M7 | | 


7 


7. The Sympathy of things is noconvincing Argument that they are of the ſame Na- 
| ture. There may be ſo {tri an union 'of Beings ot different Natures, that they muſt 
| neceflarjly be ſubje& to impreſſions from one another. Can any Reaſons demonſtrate 


that a Spiritual ſubſtance endowed with the powers of rſtanding and will, cannot - 


be united in a Vital compoſition to a Body, as the Vegetative .Soul is in Plants, andthe 
enſitive in Beaſts > There is no implicite repugnance (in this that proves it impoſſible. 
Now if ſuch a complex Being were in Nature, how would that ſpiritual Soul a& in that 


quum ex inſipi-.. 
enti corpore eva- 


fe 
& neg oe his ſight. 
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The afs of the Will ij levd. rs abies I 
ſometimes deftrufive to the Body, ar gue , It 
difference. between Man, and Brutes, ampli} ed.-.: The ' Operatuon 
of the Soul may. be perform'd. byit ſelf 'm a ſeparate- ft ftate.- -T, bis 7 ia 
ſtrong proof God will continue it." The Platonick A tgument that TMan' utiites 
the two orders of Natores, oy and. in Wh ; ' Jnnrtal , on | 


periſoing. ng rmno) 
"HE Adis of the Will that imperial: faculty, Frove {t tobe ER | NEDE 
of ſubſtances than the ſenfitive Son!;: The" Brute arc ated by pure neceflity: 's 


wal powers are moved and determined/-by the external” 'application of - objeQts. :''Tis 


by "viſible that all kinds of .:fenſitive Creatures 1n all titmes,- are: catried- mn the \atne mannef 
» by the potent ſway of Nature towards things ſuitable to: theit' oc 1 faculties, 

> the Rational Will is a prmtiple: of free Election, 'that'contronls' che: lower” appetite, by 
z reſtraining from the moſt pleaſant and powerful allurements, and choofing-ſometimes 

ff moſt diſtaſtefu] things toſenſe.  'Now from whence atiſcs'this contention: f 

T nal WHll be not of a higher Naturethan the ſenſual appetite, {by does it not (con 

; ſent with its inclinatiotis? -How:comes the; Soul to mortifie:the'mc *vehement defirs of - 


the Body, a part fo nearin Nature; ſo dear by Aﬀection, 1 and ſoaptto'reſent an '[njy 
And PRA tis; moſt evident that ſenſitive Creatures always with 'the' uemoft- of thi Ir r force - 
defend their Beings, from whence is it that the'rational Soclin foe cues ainſt the ſtronge 
Teco1l nidtelpfiance of Nature, expoſes the Body to 'Death > If it depen 
dy for ſubſiſtence it worild uſe all means to erveſt.”: "Upon the ſight of contrary :mo- 
tions in an Engine we conclude they ate .canfe by: diverſe Springs, and. can fach oppoſite 
: deſires in Man proceed from the ſame Priaciple ? 
. IF the rational Soul-be not of a ſublimer order than the. ſenfitive, it follows. that Men 
4 are Beaſts, and Beaſts are Men; \ Now-'tis as'impoſſible to bewhat' they are'not, as'not 
to be what they are. - But do the Beaſts reverence a Divine Power, ' and at ftated times 
perform ads /of Solemn Worſhip ? Is: Conſcience "the. immediate rule-of their : Ations? 
Will Le&ures of Temperance, Chaſtity; Juſtice, arreſt them in the eager: p arfuit of ſen 
ſal ſatisfa&ions ? - Do>they' feet remorſe in doing ill; and: 'pleaſure in-doing well?: Do' 
they exercaſe: the Mind in the ſearch i of Truth 3 Have th ; defires'of a'fi blime-irite-" 
Iefiual good that.the-low ſenſual part cannot partake” 'of I" Havethey. 2 "capacity of : at 
immenſe Bleſſedneſs,. that ind fimte O ect 2's its*qualities and duration'can fatisfie? Ark 
the Beaſts, and they will tell you. _ ations declare the contrary. But the hurhane 
Soul has awful aeration of the Deity, diſtinguiſhes of things by their agreement or 
diſconformity to his Laws : Its beſt and quickeſt Pleaſures, and moſt piercing wounding 
Troubles, are from Moral Cauſes. What colour, what taſte has Vertue? Yet the pur 
fied Soul is inflam'd by the views of its moſt amiab' e, though not ſenſible beauty, and « 
lighted in its ſweetneſs. How often is it ſo raviſh'd in- contemplation of God, the great 
'Obje& of the Rational Powers, as to loſe the deſire and memory of all carnal things? 
What ſtronger Argument and clearer Proof can there be of its affinity with || God, than | As ignu 4: 
that Divine things are moſt ſuitable to it > For if the rational Soul wefe of the ſame or- Gen fg 
der with the ſenſitive,-asit could not-poſibly canceive any 
what is Corporeal, ſo it could only reliſh g Y qgoay $ things wherein Senſe isconverſant. 
The ſam of what has been diſcourſt of, is This that by conſidering the different 
of Man and of Brutes, we may clearly diſcern the different powers of afting, Tt the | 
rational Soul is endowed in the one, and the ſenfitivein the other. The Soul in Beaſts pet- 
forms no Operations independent on the Body,that ſerves it either as an inſtrument,or matter 
of their ns toi Such are the uſe of the Senſes, Nutrition, Generation, all the " Jaertal 
work, and the preparing the Phantaſms, without which they would be far leſs Serviceable to 
Man. *Tis not ſtrange therefore that it periſhes with the Body, there being no reaſon 
| for its duration in a ſeparate ſtate, fince 'tis fit only to a& by the miniſtzy o the Body. 
5 But the Soul of Man, ans des the Operations that proceed from it as the form of the 
| Body. it animates, ſuch are all common to Man with Plants and Animals, underſtands, 


diſcourles, refle&s on it ſelf, that are ads proper to its ny, 4 and included in its true 
F 2 con- 


- 
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conception, whereby 'tis diſtinguiſhed from that of Brutes. Indeed the exerciſe of ſenſi- 
tive operations depends ſo abſolutely on its union with the Body, that they cannot be 


rform'd, nor conceived as poſſible,. without its preſence, and the uſe of Corporeal Or- 
ns But the more excellent operations that proceed from the higher Faculties, where- 


with 'tis endowed not as the form of a material Being, but as a ſpiritual Subſtance, 


{ſuch as ſ{ubliſt;for ever without any Communion with Bodies, ſo entirely belong to 'it 
by condition: of Nature, that for their produQtion .'tis ſufficient of it ſel The 


Underſtanding and Will are Angelical Powers, and to know and will, and to be variouſ- 
iy moved with pleaſyre.or grief according to'the qualities of objedts ſuitable or diſagree- 
ing, are proper to thoſe Natures: that have no alliance with Bodies. It follows therefore 
the Sou), in its ſeparate ſtate; may contemplate, and delightfully enjoy intelleQual oþb- 


zeds, or torment it ſelf with refletion on things contary to its Will : Nay, itunderſtands 


mote clearly, and is affetted more\ ſtrongly than before. For theſe Operations during 
its conjunction are not common to'the Body, but prodnc'd by it in the quality of a 
Mind, and are then moſt vigorous and expedite, moſt noble and worthy of it, when 
the Soul withdraws from all ſenſible things irito it ſelf, and is moſt rais'd above the man- 
ner of working thatis proper and proportion'd to the Body. And from hence *tis rea- 
ſonable to conclude that it ſurvivesthe Body, not loſing with it the moſt noble faculty, 
the Mind, thatis peculiar to it, nor the neceſlary inſtrument of uſing it. For as the uni- 
verlal Providence of God ſupports the lower rank of Creatures in their Natural Life, ſo 
long as their facufties are qualified for actions proper to that Life, we may ſtrongly ar- 
gue that his conſervative Influence will not be withdrawn from the humane Soul that is 
apt and capable in its own Nature to exiſt, and at ma = #4" "ſtate. In ſhort, the 
Underſtanding and tive Powers declare its deſcent from the ]|Father of Spirits, whoſe 
Image is ingraverin its Nature, notas in brittle Glaſs, but an inceeraptible Diamond. 


other Philoſophersapproach'neareſt the'truth in their Diſconrlſes of God. zmd the Soul, 
of the Majeſty of the one, and' the excellence of the other : They obſerve <that the 
Unity of the World is ſo doſely combin'd in all its parts, the ſevesal Beings that 
compoſe it, that between the ſaperiour and inferiour Species there are middie Natures, 
wherein they meet, that no vacwrm may interpoſe in the ſeries of thin This is evis 


dent by conſidering that between inanimate Bodics and living, inſenſible and ſenſible, 


there are ſome Beings that partake of the extreams, and link them together, that the 
order of things not being interrupted, the Mind by continual cafie degrees may aſcend 
fromthe lowelt tothe bigheſt m Perfe&tion. And from this juſt and harmonious Pro- 
portion that is proper to eſſences, the intelligible Beauty and Muſick of the World ariſes, 
that is ſo pleafing to the amp Tags Now what band is there to joyn the two 
ranks of Beings intelligible and ſenfible, but Man that partakes of Senſe, common with 


the Beaſts, and Underſtanding to the Angels. For this Reaſon they give him the 


yſterious Name of Horizon, the ending and union of the two Hemiſpheres, the 
ſuperiour and inferiour , the two orders of Natures, Immortal, and that ſhall 
ſh. 


- -Iſhall add: to the Natural Arguments an obſervation of the Platonifts, that of all 
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CHAP. X. 


The Moral Arguments for the Soul's Immortality, The reſtleſs dejfre 
of the Soul to an intellefiual eternal Happineſs , argues it ſurvives 
the Body. The lower order of Creatures obtatfi. their perfeQion_ here. 
It refledts upon Nature, if the more noble fails of its end. That 
wicked Men would chooſe Annihilation, is no proof againft Man's Na- 
tural Defrres of Immortality. The neceſſity of a future ſtate of Re 
compences for Moral Aﬀions, proves the -Soul to be Immortal. The 
wiſdom . of God, as Governuur of the World, requires there be Rewards 
and Puniſhments annext to his Laws. Eternal Rewards are only powey-- 
ful to make Men obedient to them in this corrupt State, Humane Lan 
are no ſufficient ſecurity of Vertue, and reſtraint from Vice.. 


: * Will now conſider the «Moral Inducements to confirm our belief that God... 
- will preſerve the Soul in its being and aGivity hereafter. And of this we have 
: ſufficient evidence by internal light, the Natural Notions of the Deity, and by -many 
5 viſible Teſtimonies in the Order of his Providence, and Government of the World.” 
_ I. The reſtleſs deſire of the Soul to an intelle&ual and eternal Felicity not attainable 
here, is a ſtrong Argument that 'tis reſerv'd to a future ſtate, The Underſtariding is. 
inclin'd to the knowledge of Truth, the Will to the fruition of Goodnels ; 'and Mm 
what degree ſoever we diſcover the one, and injoy the other .in our preſent condition, 
weare not content. As one that is burnt up with ſuch a Thirſt that 'only an” Ocean _ 
an quench, and has but a little ſtream to refreſh him. God is the only ſatisfying Ob- 
| Jett of the rational Faculties; and here our conceptions of Him are fo imperfect, "that 
we approach nearer the Truth by denying what is inconſiſtent with his Nature, than . 
in affirming the proper Perfe&tions of it. And the communications. of his: Love to ys 
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lties, at 
him more liable to miſery. For Man ardently aſpititig t Spiritual Hz Þpi 
| | periſh, 1 under a rent 
infelicity. His Mind is deceived and ſtand with Errors, his Will tormented 1 
fruitleſs longing after an impoſſible Obje&, But if we unveil- the face of Natare, God 
appears (who 1 the Author of our Being, atid of this defire fo proper toit) and we 
cannot ſuſpe&, without the higheſt Impiety, that he would zuke a Mer # vain, and 
deceive them by a falſe appearance. But he gives us in ita faithful pretage of cms fn- 
ture and indiſcernable to ſenſe, to be injoyed in immortality. This-Argument will bethe 
more forceable if we conſider that Holy Souls, who excel in Knowledge anc 
moſt inflamedly long for the enjoyment of this pure felicity. And is it pe 


Vertue, do 
flible that the 
Creator ſhould not only endow Man with rational powers, but with vertues that exalt 
and enlarge their capacity to render him more miſerable ? To imagine that he cannot, or 
will not fully and eternally fatisfie them, is equally mjutious to his Perfefions. It thiere- 
fore neceſlarily follows that the Soul lives after Death, and fully enjoys the happineſs 
it earneſtly deſir'd whiles'in the darkneſs of this carthly Tabernacle. DOES” 
Add further, that Man alone of all Cteattires in the lower World underſtands and deſires 
Immortality. The Conception of it is peculiar to his Mind, and the ape nr 
| 5 Tos intrinſick 
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The Immortality of the Soul. = 


intrinſick to his Nature as the deſire of Blefledneſs. For that Blefſedneſs that ends is 
no perfect Blefſedneſs, nor that which every one Deſires. Man alone feels and knows 
that his Nature 1s capable of excellent PerfeQions- and Joys. Now if he ſhall ceaſe to 
be for ever, why 1s this knowledge and defire but to render him more unhappy, by 
grief for the preſent ſhortneſs of Life, and by deſpair of a future Immortality 2 MH this 
reſpectalſo the condition: of the Beaſts would be better than of Men., For though they 
are for ever deprived of Life, : yet they are uncapable of regret, becauſe they cannot by 
refleftion know that they poſſe's it, and are without the leaſt imagination or defire of 
Immortality. They are alive to the preſent, but dead to the future. By a favourable 


ignarance they paſs into'a ſtate of not bein g, with as much indifference, as from watch- 


Mors iis terribi- - 
Is, quorum cum 
vIES onmmia ex- 
tinguuntur. Cic. 


Utinam aut non 
natiss efſes, aut - 
nen morerers. 


[| P Levoſq, conſci- 
entiameritorum, 
nibil eſſe peſt 
mortem, a 
opFare, gb 
credere. Malunt 
enim extingut, 
quam ad ſuppli- 
cla reparatl. 
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ing.to ſleep, or from labour to. repoſe. Bur to Man that underſtands and values Life 
and Immortality, - how dark and hidequs are the thoughts of Annihilation > Let 
him injoy all poſſible deiights to ſenſe, or deſirable to the powers of the Soul , How 
will the {weetneſs of all be loſt inthe bitterneſs of that thought that he ſhall be deprived 
of them for ever ?.. How frighttul 1s the continual apprehenſion of an everlaſting period 
to. his Being, and all Enjoyments ſuitable to it ? After *that a proſpect of Eternity. has 
been ſhown to him, how tormenting isthe thought that he muſt Die as the ſtupid Ox, or 
the vileſt Vermine of the Earth, and with him the fallacious inſtin&t of Nature that in- 
clin'd him to the moſt durable happineſs ? It it were thus, O' living Image of the Im- 
mortal God, thy condition is very miſerable ! What the Romars wiſht in great anguiſh 
for. the loſs of Aguſt#s, that he had not been Born, or had not Died, is mcre reaſonable 
in. this caſe : It were. better that the deſire of Eternal Life had not been born in Man, 
or that it ſhould | be fulfilled. If it be objected that many Men are not only with- 
out fearof Annihilation, but deſire it, therefore Immortality 1s not ſuch a Priviledge that 
the reaſonable Creature naturally aſpires to. L 

..Tanſwer; the inference 1s very prepoſterous, for the reaſon of their choice is, becauſe 
they are attentive to an object infinitely more || ſad and afflictive, that is, a ſtate of ever- 


laſting, Torments, which the guilty Conſcience preſages to be the juit recompence of their 


Crimes. So that incloſed between two evils, an eternal ſtate of not Being, and an Eter- 
nity, of Miſery, 'tis reaſonable to venture on the leaſt, to eſcape the greater. But ſup- 


pen .any. hopes of future Happineſs, they would defire Immortality as an excellent 
ene 


enefit. As one that has loſt the pleaſure and taſte of Life, by conſuming Sickneſs, and 
ſharp Pains, or ſome other great Calamities, may be wil'ing to Die, but | Bonny 2 free- 
dom from thoſe evils, the deſire of Life as the moſt precious and dear enjoyment would 
ſtrongly return. And that the deſire .of Immortality is Natural, I ſhall add one moſt 
viible Teſtimony. For whereas the lower ſort of Creatures, that finally periſh in Death, 
are: without the leaſt knowledge of a future Eſtate, and are therefore careleſs of leaving a 
memorial after them : On .the contrary, Men are folicitous to ſecure their Names from 
Oblivion,  as- conſcious of their Soul's ſurviving in another World. This ardent paſſio 

not direted by higher Principles, excites them to uſe all means, to obtain a kind of Im- 
mortality from Mortals. They rewa xd Hiſtorians; Poets, Orators, to . celebrate their 
Actions. They .cre& Monuments of durable Braſs and\Marble, to repreſent the Effigies of 
their. Faces : They endeavour by triumphal Arches, Pyramids, and other, Works of 


Magnificence, . to cternize their Fame, tolive in the Eyes, and Mouths, and Memories 


of the living in all ſucceeding times. Theſe indeed are vain ſhadows,. yet argue the de- 
fire of Immortality. to be Natural. As 'tis evident there is a Natural AfﬀeQtion in Parents 
to preſerve their Children, becauſe when they are depriv'd of their Living Preſence, they 
dearly value and preſerve their Dead Pidtures, thongh but apoor conſolation. | 

+ 2. The neceſſity of a future ſtate, wherein a juſt retribution ſhall be made of Rewards 
and Puniſhments to Men. according. to their Actions in this Life, includes the Soul's Im- 


mortality. For the proof of this I ſhall lay.down ſuch things as certainly eſtabliſh it. 


1. The firſt Argument is drawn from the Wiſdom of God in Governing the reaſonable 


| World. In thequality of Creator he has a ſupream Title to Man, and CORRGuently 15 his 


'Rightfual Governour, and Man his Natural Subje. Now Man. being en 


owed with 
free Faculties, the powers of knowing and chuſing, is under a Law clearly 1mpreſt on 


his Nature by the Author of it, that ſtriftly forbids Moral Evil, and commands Moral 
Good. And to enforce the Authority of this Law, the Wiſdom of the Lawgiver, and 
theTemper of the Subje& requires, that willing obedience ſ\hould be attended with cer- 
tain rewards, and voluntary diſobedience with' unavoidable punifhments. For Man be- 
ing ſo fram'das to foreſee the conſequences of his ations, the inward ſprings of .Hope 
and Fear work and govern him accordingly. And theſe neceflary effe&s of Virtue and 
Vice muſt be ſo great, as may rationally induce Man to reverence and obſerve the Law 
of his Maker, in the.preſence of the ſtrongeſt Temptation to the contrary, Now if 
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pliance, it ig'very evident; "that beſides the rules of morality, 


niſhment after Death, there is no evil of Sin bat will be continued in- tilt” Dr: 


order,” ſhould be conſtrained to allure them with a beautiful deceit, the ently p 


ſpe a Man's ſelf, as Sloth, Luxury, &ec. And all vicious Principles that fred 45 


the outward aQs are not pernicious to the publick; 


OG 
AN» A 
d > 
"The Tray of ” 
2 


we we. conſider Man in this veenpt ſtate, how's ayerſy from qodd:* wy b nn r= 
how wealt his diredive faculty, how diſordered and turbulent his Pailjons, 
ny Pleaſures are preſſing on the Senſes, to precipitate: his ſlippery difpolitiont 


ary to preſeryein him a dutiful reſpeR'to God, ' Take aws awly the hopes 
things hereafter, what Antidote is of force againſt the Poiſon of 1 ic 

an Sn the World of its Allurements > How can Mai, yoid' 'of Tahocence' ahdfi 
Impurity, refiſt the delights of Sin, when 'the melination Rat Wikia are % 1 wad. 
temptations from without > How groedi Will he pufſt ſas pond nd, 
condition, and ſtrive to gratifie all the” aſus 
obey. that aſpired to a fa 
rom Military Valour and Civil Vats, into Softneſs and yer > 1 
abſoly'd from the fear of Judgment to come, no reſtraint would Meteors 
bridle the impetuous reſolutions of his depraved WII. If there were no ante 


And Man, who by Nature is incomparg rgbly above, by | Vice z 
incomparably beneath the Beaſts : Infomuch as joyning to hel natural Bretifhie 
the craft and malice of Wit, he would become more monſtruouſly (that i5- d&. Pune: 
ſignedly and freely) brutiſh, Now is it conceiveable that God, to' keep AS Y wRy 


ven that has no reality, or fo urge them by the feigned terrors 5 of a Hell, at! is no 

where > This is inconſiſtent with his Wiſdom, and many other” Attributes. - cog 

, If + be objeCted;, That humane Laws- are a ſufficient orgs of Vettue, jd euch 
om Vice. ... 

I anſwer, This is apparently falſe: For, 

I: Soveraigh Princes arc exempted from temporal petiatties, yet hicke finlts & are of ” 
greateſt malignity by the contagion of their examples, and the miſchief of their eff. 
Their aCtionsare more potent to govern than their Laws, Inniumerable perith by the 
imitation of their Vices. Now to leave the higheſtrank of Men unzccoubtable; would 
cauſe a great diſorder in the condy@ of the feaſ@nable Creature, and be aſpotint the 
Divine Providence. . 

2. Many Sins direly oppoſi te to Reaſon, and ' injurious to the Divine ren are 
not within the compaſs of Civil Laws. - Stch'fre {ome Sins that /immmediately conc 
God, the disbelief and undervaluing his'Excellencies; and ſome that 


m the heart, and Infed it with deep polkitions; and tnanly Sins that break fon b, og of & 
3- Many eminent vertues are of a private Nature,” a9' Humility, Meck 


readineſs to forgive, Gratitude, for which there are no encouragett vi Fe 's 
{o that they are but a weak Inſtrument to preſerve Innocence, an Tein ot. Evit. 
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The Juſtice of God an infallible Argument of futtre MO TURE, ; TheN 
tural notion of God includes Juftice in food In this World Ye 


times Vertue and Vice are equally miſerable. an” Vice # profpes 
rus, Sometimes good Men are in the wor condition, The tlreadful conſe- 


quences of denying a future ftate. God's ſolute Dominion ower the Teaſen 
Creature, is regulated by his Wikdom, _ limited by bis. Wil. Tbe's 
ſential beauty of Holineſs, with the pleaſure that naturgily reſults 'fre 

good attions, and the natrye turpitude of Sing with the dilurbance 0j of the 
mind reflefing onit, are nat the Fampleat TOCOMPAncEs fot «tend | the nd 


and the Wicked. | 
t ariſes from the Divine Goodneſs art aſtice, | god 


HE ſecond argument 
Univerſal Sovereign is Supream Judge of the World. Far} deny 
eſſential part of alty, theſe Rightsare inſeparable, And the Natural Notion th 


Deity includes Juſto in that perſeQion, as TW the _ ae 


- 


Cleart 
of Diſc 


% 


to go-unpuniſked, -i5. a prime Truth, declared by the voice of, Nature, The: weakeft 
twylght of Reaſon. diſcerns the Antipathy of this Connexion, an unjuſt God mdifferent 
to good or evil: Never. any Se&.pt Idolaters form'd ſuch an unworthy. Deity, that 
was 


of,..t gounpu 


abſolutely careleſs of \Verweand Vice, without diſtinguiſhingthem itt his Aﬀections 


PY 


__- and; Retributions:.| This were to; debaſe him, beneath the moſt, unreaſonable Men, for 


ani tg" . ther; 1s: none of ſuch an impure; Mind,- {o-perkeQ/a deſpiler of Moral Goodneſs, but 


%. 


a reſpet for. Vertye, and; {ome | abhorence. of Vice. 16; others, eſpecially in theit 
Children. . From hence it. certainly; follows, that as Vertue andthe Reward, .Sin and the 
"Puniſhment; are allied in, a direct line by a moſ} --wiſe Conſtitution; fo 'tis juſt that the 
God's Laws,  'tis: moſt: becoming ;his Nature and Relation'to make them happy : If 
they abuſe their Liberty, and. violate .his Commands, ., 'tis 'moſt: righteous that * they 
ſhould feel the effeds of their Choſen; Wickedneſs. Now #-we look only to. things 
ſeen, we donot find fuch equal. diſtributions as are ſwtable-to the clear Light where- 


with; Godhas irradiated the Underſtanding of Man, concerningais Governing-Juſtice. 


S& 25; ſhould truly correſpond -with..the quality. of Mens /aFions, If they reverence 


= 


*-=. Sometimes Vertue: and Vice are equally miſerable here. In common Calamines is 


there a difference between the Righteous and the Wicked 2 Ts there a pecultar Antidote to 


| the Juſtice of Men, by ſecrecy, by deceit or favour, by reſiſtance or flight, but are un- 


the Divie Excellencics, it cannotn t 


# 


ſecure them.- from . peſtilential Infe&ion ? Or a ſtrong retreat-to . defegd them from the 


Sword of 'a conquering Enemy. 2 Have they: ſecret Proviſions in - times of Famine 


Are not the Wheat and Tares bound-in a bundle and caſt into the ſame fire. T 


y 
o 


2. Many times the moſt guilty.Offenders are not puniſh here. . They not :only eſcap 
der no conſpicuous marks of G 
rous .and happy. 


Juſtice. Nay, by wicked means they are proſpe= 
... 3. 'Thebeſt Men are often in_the worſt condition, and meerly upon the sccount-of 
their Goodneſs. . They. are 'opprelt becauſe they do not make reſiſtance, and loaden with 
ſufferings, becauſe. they endure them, with patience. They are for God's ſake made the 


ſpectacles of cxtreme miſery, -whilk the inſolent Defiers of his oy and Laws enjoy - : 


all viſible felicities. Now in the judgment of Senſe, can Holineſs be more afflicted if un- 
der. the :diſpleaſure, of Heaven, - Or. Wickedneſs more proſperous if favour'd by it 2? But 
this is ſuch a monſtrous incongruity, - that unleſs we - aboliſh th& Natural : Notions of 

Divine ICE the leaſt-degree be admitted. If therefore we con- 
fine our thoughts to humane affairs in this Life, without taking a proſpe& into the next 
World, where a new order of things preſents it ſelf, what direful conſequences will en- 
fue? Thirrxkes away the Scepter-of Providence"from-the"Hands of God, and the re- 
verence of God from the Hearts of Men, as.if the. preſent ſtate, were a game wherein 
Chance reigned, and not under the infpe@tion and diſpoſure of a Wile, Juſt and Power- 
fal Governour. If there be no Life after Death, then Natural Religion in ſome of its 
greateſt -Commands , as to SelEdenial , even to the \\[uffering the. 'greateſt Evils, 
rather than do any unjuſt, unworthy action , and to. ſacrifice Life it ſelf when the 
Honour of God and; the Publick Good require it, 1s. irreconcileable ito! that Na- 
tural Defire and Duty, that binds and determines Man -to ſeek his own Felicity 
in 'conjunftion with' the Glory of his Maker. But it is impoſſible. that the Divine 
Law ſhould foil 36a. that contrary obligations ſhould: be Jaid on Man by the Wiſe 
and- Holy Lawgiver. / And what terrible confuſion would it be in the Minds of the 
beſt\Men? What coldneſs of affeftion to God, as. if they were not 1n+ the'comfortable 


vice > What defpair in ſufferitig for him? What danger of their murmuring againſt 
Pfrovidence, \and caſting off Religion as a ſowre- unprofitable ſeverity, and ſaying, Swrely 
T have cleanſed my Heart in vain, and waſhed my Hands in innocency 4} or exclaiming with 
Brutus in 2 deſperate manner, when he was overcome in Battle, and defeated of his de- 
ſign anche; from Tyranny; 0 infelix Virtus ! itane, cum nihll niſi nome! eſſes, 
0 te, ' tanguam rem Wiquan exercui © CR | OTE 
«And the Enemies to! Holineis/reſtrain'd by no reſpets-to a Superiour Power, wall 
obcy-their- Brutihs Luſis as their Supream Lay 3 and it tuch- diſeaſes or .troubles- happen 
7 7 | | that 


relation of his Children, but wholly . without, his Care? What diſcouragements in his | 
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' without refleftion on Juſtice, God may after a courſe of obedience,. 


- ture among Men. - 


all lower delights, and {weetens. the troubles . that. befal, a  yertugus: 
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that: the "eaſant operations of: Life. ceale,;ithey ma 


eafie Death, : and fall into a Menp: neyeT : Tebe pberd ;-{0, 5 at they. "would be n 
the only happy; Perſons.. FE Go: -d< }o 16 ea49700 
| Infſhort, at we. only: regard things as they. q in + eaſe ki | 

danger of being ayes-tempted, fp Atheiſm: ,to rab ,C 


and that Faith;:Ftsr, :Love ang Obedience that,are, wel 
only, two Examples, - Diagorwe {aw a Seryanti of -his.'Rtealing. 
denial of  the-/Theft; brought; him before; the, Statue of \Ju 
ſtrained him to-:adjure Fupiter for the hongur-of.his Deity, - 

to-ſirike him Dead at his Feet, ith, Thunder, j&-he were guilty of wa by Fatt "Y .: ang 


three times repeating the dreadful Oath, -he went' away untouch'd, without | harm, "Up 
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And "whereas he hould haye been. convinc 4 that a Statue PUR not t he 3: God G od,.. 
piouſly concluded: that;God was nothing but aStatue z- and;from that time;was-hardned 
in irreclaimable Atheiſm. So that Ho |} Acheiſt reports of ſome of. the. | 


they ſucceſsfully.deceived by falſe Oaths,. even jn, their. moſt facred Tempje,j 

ſence of their: ſupream Deity, the repugnant Avenger, of PEbarys 
geance did not- 1mmediately overtake Guilt, . He acknowled 

World and Nature, unconcern'd.in:the governing humane a 

_ ſtate ſtrikes through the vital principles of Religion, that there TE! Cs gn re- 
warder of Mens good or evil Aﬀtions. p 

It may be obj "fied, that God's Dominion over the, reaſonable Creature 


For. Man owes to him intirely his Being, and. all that his Faculties can ,Bre Ju x / ' q hz 


To this I anſwer. The Sovereign Dominion of -God: in it's exercile, wards 
regulated by his Wiſdom, and limited by bis Will, thatis Holy, Juſt, andGood.... __ 
though the Creature.can challenge noekn g. from God as dye to. its ſervice; yet. there. i is 
a Juſtice of -Condecence that ariſes: from the  exce]lencies of his own, -f 


perfealy conſiſtent with the liberty of his Efſence, to beſtow. th e emi nent: bake J fE 
Favours on his faithful Servants. His Holineſs inclines him to Rs the image .of xt. 
ternal, and ſweet 


ned by deſcending, Love- in many Forman and 


: CANTER 
There. is a reſemblance 0 


2. It may be pren:=i] "Thar ſuch is the. ra, and beauty of Holinels: (ET Dt ath 


raviſh our Aﬀections without; Ornament or Dowry, that 'tis. its own Reward,. and . pro- 
duces ſuch a ſweet o_ in the Rational Faculcies, as-fully. compepl; —_ ki of 
e ſincere 
practice of it. And on the contrary, that fuch, is the, native. foul. de = of Sin, . as 
renders it moſt odious for - 
ward diſquiets and perplexities, much exceeding, all its ſeeming pleaſures. Therefore we can- 
not certainly inferr there will be fature recompences. But this receives. a clearer Anſwer. 

' 1. *'Tis true, ithat Holineſs is. maſt amiable in it ſelf, and in true compariſon infinitely 
excells all the allurements of Sin.  . ; 

2. 'Tis true, that as natural ations that are neceſſary. to 
Individuals, are mixt with ſenſible pleaſures, as an attraQive to e PaſNna0 ths ot. ther 
ſo there is joyn'd to actions of Vertue that are more excellent, a pleaſant complacency 
a ſuperiour Order to all carnal pleaſures. FS a frigid conceit that thus, is the en entire 
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AA reward, For, firſt, beſides the- award fatisfation thati naturally refults' from the pra- 

Chap- 11: iſe of Vercue, there is an'exctlkht/Good;'thit is propertythe reward of the ſiipream 

— VY> Governour of the World. We have an example of this in Humane Juſtice, which is 
ari irnage of the Divine. PForthoſe who-have been etninently ſerviceable to the State, 
beſides the joyful ſerife ariſing from the performance of Heroick! Actions. for the *good. 
of their Country, 'are rewarded by the Pritice with great Honours and Benefits. 

2. This inward 'Joy 1s not here felt by all Holy PerſonsIn this militant ſtate, after 
vigorous reſiſtance of 'carnal Tufts, they may change''tHeir Enemies, and be aflaulted 
with- vio.erit Feats,'knd' inſtead of a Feet 'calm and ſcrehity* fall into'darkneſs and con- 
fuſion. 'The-Soul and Body the prefent conjuntion 'mutually ſympathize. As two 

_thihgs that are 'uniſons, if 6nebe toncht' and moves, the” other untoucht, yet moves, 

and trembles. The || cauſe 1s from- the V3brutios the ſound makes in ''the Air, and im- 
prefles on ſolid Bodics, moving them according to the harmonious proportion between 
. them. Thus the Soul and the'Body are two ſtrings temper'd to ſuch a correſpondence, 
Jem ſponteſe Tat if one be moved, the other reſents by 'an'mprefiion* from it. If the Body be San- 
movere faciat, guine, or Cholerick, or Melancholy, the Soul - by a ſtrange" conſent feels the motion of 
an /ian the humors, and is altered with their alterations. Now ſome of excellent vertue are 
tam. Caſſiodor. Oppreſt with Melancholy. Others are under ſtrong pains that diſturb the free operati- 
ons of the Mind, that it cannot without ſupernatural ſtrength delightfully contemplate what 

1s a juſt matter of content. The Stoical Dottrine, that a wiſe Man rejoyces as well in tor- 

 ..._ ments, as in the mid(t of || pleaſures, that 'tis not in the power of any External evil 
19955 7 pare to draw a Sigh or Tear from him, that he is ſufficent in himſelf for happineſs, is a 
tauro peruratur, Philoſophical Roimance of 'that ſevere Se&t; an exceſs unpraticable, without Cordials of 
a 1p a-higher Nature than are 'compounded by the faint thoughts of having done what is 
nibil pertinet. agreeable to Reaſon. All their Maxim are weak ſapports 'of ſuch triumphant Language. 
SCNEC. | Tis true in a Body diſorder'd and brokth with Diſeaſes and Pains, the Mind may be-erect 
and compos'd, but 'tis by vertue of Divine 'Comforts front the preſent ſenſe of God's 

Favour, and the joyful hopes of Eternal Klidty in his Preſence hereafter. oY 

3. Thoſe who ſuffer the loſs of all that isx 


| Tanta vis eft 
corveniendiz, 
ut rem inſenſua- 


precious and dear irithe World, and witha 
chearful confidence ſubmit to Death, that, ſingly confider'd, is very * terrible to Nafure, 
but attended with Torments is doubly terrible, and all to advance the Glory of 'God, 
cannot enjoy the ſatisfation of Mind that proceeds from the review'of worthy ations, 
1t their being 18 determined with their life. Now that love to 'God expreſt /jn the 
hardeſt and nobleſt ſervice ſhould fmally deſtroy a Man, is not conceivable. T 
To render this Argament more fenſtble, let us conſider the vaſt multitude of the Mar- 
tyrs in the firſt times of Chriſtianity, more eaſje to be admir'd than numbred. ' It would 
be a Hiſtory, to deſcribe the Inſtraments of their cruel ſufferings, invented by the 
fierce wit of their Perſecutors, the various Tortures to deſtroy Lite with a flow Death, 
ſuch as were never before inflicted on the guiltieſt Malefattors. All which they wil- 
lingly endured, with an ivariable ſerenity of Countenance, the ſign and effet of 
their inward Peace ; Nay with triumphant Exprefitons of Joy. Now to 'what Original 
ſhall we attribute'this fortitude 'of Spirit > Were {ach numbers of all' conditions,- ages, 
feds, induc'd by raſh counſel, by frenzy of paſhon, by a'defire' of vain-glory, or any 
like cauſe, to part with all that is precious'and amiable in the World, for Swords, and 
Fire, and Croſſes, and Whedls, and Racks, totorment and deftroy their Bodies? No hu- 
mane Reaſons, neither the Vertue nor Vice of Nature, Generofity nor Obſtinancy could 
paſſibly give ſuch ſtrength under ſuch Torments. This was'ſo evident, that many Hea- 
theriSpeftators were convinc'd of the Divine Power miraculouſly ſupporting them, and 
becime Profetytes of Chriſtianity, and with admirable chearfulneſs offered themſelves to 
the ſame puniſhments. Now this is an extrinſick teſtimony incomparably more weighty 


unſeen ſtate infinitely'better, and more durable than what is preſent, the hopes of which 
made them eſteem the parting with all ſerifible things, meaſur'd by time, not to have 
the ſhadow of a loſs. And thi = 

Joyned with an impreflion'of 'that Fyeetneſs and ſtrength, that conſolation and force of 
Spirit, that it was manifeſt, Heaven deſcended to them, before they alcended to Heaven. 


Soul. As the breaking a Chriſtal, in pieces cannot injure the light that penetrated and 
filled -it, but releaſcs it from that confinement. So the moſt violent Death was in their 
eſteemnot hurtful io the Soul, but the means to give 1t entrance into a happy Immor- 
tality. Now 1s it in any degree credible that when no other Principle was ſufficient to 

roduce ſuch courage in thouſands, ſo tender and fearful by Nature, that the Divine 
Frand did not ſp 


than 'from'x* bare affirmation in words, or a meer conſent of judgment, that there-is an 
3is was not. a trier naked view of a future BleTednefſs, but 


From Hence they were fearl&s of thoſe who' could only kill the Body, but not touch the | 


| þort them, inviſible in operation, but moſt clearly diſcovered in_the ; 
* effets? And cant be imagined that God would encourage them to loſe the moſt wa'tt- | 
ne x able | 
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able of all Natural things, Life it ſelf, -and to their great coſt of pains and miſety, if there 
were not an-/eſtate wherein he would reward their heroick love of himſelf, with a good 
that unſpeakably tranſcends whatever 15 defirdble here below > * PAY peel 

2. Though Vice in reſpe& of its tarpitude, be the'trueſt diſhonour of Man, and be 
attended with regret, as contrary to his Reaſon, yet there is a further puniſhment Na- 
curally due to it. - MalefaQtors beſides' the infamy that cleaves to their” crimes, and the 
{ccret twinges of Conſcience, feel: the rigour of civil Juſtice.” ' And if no Phyſical 
evil. be inflicted as the juſt- conſequent of . Vice, the viciouſly inclin'd would deſpiſe the 
moral evil, that 1s eſſential to it, - as art imaginary puniſhment. And when the remem- 


FIR WY 
Chap. 12 
YL 


brance of Siri difturbs their reſt, they would preſently by pleaſant diverſions, call off 


Their thoughts from ſad/objets. 


- 2. Suppoſing no other puniſhment but what is the immediate effe&t of Sin, themoſt 


vicious and guilty would many times-ſuffer the leaſt puniſhment. For the ſecret Worm 


of Conſcience is moſt! ſenſible, when vice 1s firſt ſpringing up, and has tender roo:s. 
But when vicious habits are confirm'd, the Conſcience is paſt feeling the firſt reſentments. -- 


There are many. inſtances of thoſe who have made the fouleſt crimes fo familiar as to loſe 
the horror that naturally attends them, -'' And many that have been proſperous in their 


part. | po 
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CHAP. XIL 


villanies, dye without tormenting refleCtiotis on their guilt. --$o that if there be no fur- | 
ther puniſhments, we muſt deny the Divine Providence, of which Juſtice is an eminent - 


Two Arguments more to prove future Recompen ſes. *Tisnot poſſible for Cruil 


Juſtice to diſpence Rewards and Puniſhments according to the Good and - 


Ewil Adtions of Men. All Nations agree in the acknowledgment of a 


Future State. The innocent Conſcience 6 Paperred under an unjuſt Sen- 
tence, by looking to the ſuperiour Tribunal. The courage of - Socrates in | 


dying, with the cauſe of it. The guilty: Conſcience terrifies with the ap- 


prehbenfion of Judgment to come. Tiberius his complaint to the Senate of - 


his inward Tortures. An Anſwer to the Objeftion, that we have not ſen- 
fuble evidence - of what is enjoyed, ' and he is ſuffered in the next Life. 
Why Sin, a Tranſrent Af, is puniſhed with Eternal Death. 


3. 'T IS not poſſible for humane ] ſtice to diſtribute Recompence exattly according 
TE to the Moral qualities' of Afions, therefor: we may rationally inferr there 


. will be a future Judgment. This appears by conſidering, 


'. T. That many times thoſe crimes are equally puniſht here, that are not of equal guilt : 
Becauſe they proceed from different ſources, that lye ſo low as the ſtrifteſt inquifition can- 
not diſcover. And many fpecious actions done for. corrupt ends, and therefore without 
Moral Value, are equally rewarded with thoſe wherein is the deepeſt tinfture of Vertue. 
The accounts of civil Juſtice are made by the moſt viſible cauſe, not by the ſecret and 
moſt operative and influential. Therefore a ſuperior Tribunal is neceffary, to which not 
only ſenſible Afions, but-their moſt inward Principles are open , that will exactly 


according to the various degrees that are truly rewardable. 


- 2. Notemporal benefits are the proper and compleat reward of obedience to God. 
Not the proper; for they are common to bad and good : But: the reward of Holineſs 


- muſt be peculiar to it, that an eminent diſtin&tion be made between the obedient and re- 


bellious to the Divine Laws, otherwiſe it will not-anſwer the ends of Government. And 
they are not the compleat rewards of obedience. For God rewards his Servants accord- 
1ng to the infinite treaſures of his goodneſs. The ſenſible World, a Kingdom fo vaſt, 
lo rich, ſo delightful, is enjoyed by his Enemies. - We may therefore certainly inferr 
he has reſerved for his faithful Servants a more excellent felicity, as becomes his glorious 

Goodnels. | | | Ns 
3- Theextreameſt Temporal Evils that can be inflicted here, arenot correſpondent to the 
guilt of Sin. Men can only torment and kill the Body, the inſtrument and lefs gailty 
G 2 part, 


PY . 


Judge of Moral Evils according to their aggravations and allays, and of Moral' good 


ea 
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The knartolity of ahe.Sou!. 

uch-the Soul, the principal cauſe, by whoſe influence 
0us juſtly -puniſhable. From hence-it fallows, . that ſuppoſing 
feel the utmoſt ſeverityiof Civil Laws, yet there \remains in another 


vias, dupliceſq; 


—— cxrſus animo- the Priſon at 
TUM & corpore ex- 


cedent ium. Nam 
gui ſe humans Porſon with 
Tk ov Short and PN chos Life for a Bleſſed and Eternal. For thus he argued, That there are 
res libidinitus two ways of departing Souls leading to two congrary States, of Felicity and of Miſery, 

dedifſent,quib® Thoſe who had defiled themſelves with ſenſual Vices, and given full ſcope to boundleſs 
—_ wiz Luſts in their private Converſion, or who by frauds and violence had been injurious to 
#zitis ſe ingu> the Common-wealth, are draggd-to a place-of Torment, and for ever 'exchided from 
reſerve the joyful preſence of the Bleſſed Saciety above. . But thoſe who had preſery'd them- 
Ladefrades ſelyes upright and chaſte, and at the greateſt Uiltance polliyie from the contagion of 
Ret the Ac, "and had, duripg their unjon with humane Bodiey, imitated the Divine Life, 
vim quoddem by an eafie and open way returned to God from whom they came. And this was not 
Fs Ye /ecir the ſenſe only of the more vertuous 'Heathens, buteyen ſome + af thoſe who had done 
Dcorum. Gui greateſt faxce to the humane Nature, yet could not ſo darken their Minds, and corrupt 
avtem [Lea their Wills, but there remained in zhga ſtinging apprehenſions of puniſhment hereafter. 
gu be as = Hiſtories inform us of many Tyxants that encompaſt with. the ſtrongeſt Guards have been 
ine foe gh 


= 


buſqu affrighted with' the Alarms of an accuſing Conſcience, and ſeized on by inward Terrors, 
wn Oe forerunners of Hell, and in the midſt of their LaxuriousStupifying Pleaſures have 
zagio, ſeque ab been hannted with an Evil Spirit, that. all the Muſick in the World could not charm. 
—_ {-- The Perſons executed by their Commands: were always in their view, ſhewing their 
incorporidus bu- Wounds, reproaching their Cruelty, and citing them before the High and Dong 
ro rm, Jadge, the Righteous Avenger of innocent Blood. How fain would - they have kill 
bis ad ils 2 * ther once more, and deprived them of that Life they had in their memories? But that 
Po Fettem was beyond their power. Of this we have aneminent inſtance in F Tiberizws, who in 
my "atere, A Letter to the Senate open'd the inward Wounds of his Breaſt, with ſuch words of 
Tull. deSocrat. Deſpair, as might have mov*d Pity in thoſe who were under the continual fear of his 
lib. r-Tue. Tyranny. No Puniſhment is ſo cruel as when the Offender and Executioner are the 
Feerium nn ſatne Perſon. Now: that ſuch Peace and Joy are the Effefts of conſcious - Integr 
forums, en {© that ſuch Diſquicts and Fears ariſe from Guilt, that incomparably exceed all that is ſweet 
echt, ain Or affiiting in the World, is a convincing Argument that the Divine Providence is 
zormenta pet concern'd in the Moral Actions of Men whether Vertuous or Wicked done here. That 
aol ere the Righteous God has Rewards and Puniſhments infinitely above all the good and 
zur. Tacit. evil things of the preſent State 5 and conſequently that the comforts of Holy Souls are 

the firſt fruits of Eternal Happineſs, and the terrors of the Wicked, are the gradual be- 

ginnings of ſorrows that ſhall never end. 

Before I finiſh this Diſcourſe it will be requiſite to anſwer two Objethons that - Infidels 
are ready to make. 1. They argue __ the reality of future Recompences 3 That 


they are Inviſible, and we have no eager m others who know the truth of them - 


by experience. As Alexander's Souldiers after his Victories in the Eaſt, refuſed to ven- 
ture over the Ocean with him for the Conqueſt of other Kingdoms beyond it, alledg- 
ing, facile ifta fingumtur quia Oceanus navigari non poteſt. The Seas were {o valt and dan- 

erous thatno Ship could paſs through them. Whoever returned that was there > Who 
= given Teſtimony from his own foht of ſuch rich and pleaſant Countries > Nothing 


can 


- 
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\ of an inteſleRual happineſs 
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The Inmonielirg of the Soul 
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can be more eatily foigneil that it is, than'that of Which there Who 10 prove” that te 28 Fn * 
took thit cnileg Ciahc 12 22. 


mot. And fuch is the Language -of Tnfidelity:t Of all that ) 
Voyage 10 another World, whotver 'came: back throu; &h the | paves Se "Oc&tty of 4+ 


Air 40/ bing us News of "ſock a hs ParMiſe as to take us d fc "this World > 
Ido thoy wrink the Waters of ' forgerfulinks, ſo 68 to loſe the- mew + ele the-Earth and 


Its Inhabizants ? If there 'were eng of etilely Tormeits EM of To tdilib15®'6F Bowls 


that every day depart from hence, 'would none yetiirfi-to ary to his 'd6ar Friettds 
wpreventtheir miſery > Or when they have'taken that 4a /; x the pte&picelb ſtee 
that _ cannot 7a hither? rho the Soul toe irs ing that | it catinot take __ 


arly yrs Whhs it a Poliſh caſe to clog with What is res 
rity. Thus br, make uſe of Reaſon = this IJ 


Reaſon. 


To this 1 anſwer. "Fir, Though | the bidenos of " fitrre State he: not ea 
to that of ſenſe as to. clearneſs , yet *tis ſo convincing, eveh by Natiiral Light, tha 

upon far leſs Men form. their- bog ns, we ofidud their Weightieſt /affifirs in- the 
World. To recapitalate lified Þefote; Is there ri6t a God 


of aſneſs for the diſtinQiot of tewards > Ate there hot Moral Godd atid Evil 2 
Are Reaſon, Vertue, Grace, Natnes without Truth, like Chimiraxs of no tea Kind; th 
fancies of Nature deceived and deceiving it (elf Are they only wiſe among Rin, the 
only bappy diſcoverers of that which is proper and beſt, and the " of Man, :Wh6 thoft 
degenerate 6 brutiſhneſs?' Shall we jadge of the truth of Nature ih any kind of Beings 
by the Monſters it! it? What gefierdtion of Atiimals has any ſhow of vetterationi bf 4 
Deity, 'or # value for Juſtice, either peace of remorſe of Confdente, or a natitfil deſire 
in Life, and at eternal after Death > Is there hot'e#eht fi 
the preſert State ſome ſenſe, ſoine ſions in the Hearts of Mett' of 
the Powers of the World to come > Theſe things ate diſcernable to all unpfejiidiehd minds; 
ow cant it be preterided that there is yor = ſufficient convittion that Menatd Beaſts d6 
? 
TT perth > drawn over tos Eternal World for moſt wiſe NY If the 
Glory of Heavets-wete clear to Senſe, if the- Mouth of the Bottomleſs-pit were oper 
before Mens Eyes, 'thete would be no place for Faith, and Obedience w _y fiot be the 
effect of choice bur neceſſity, and conſequently there would be no viſible tro 


+ ab4s he AR; without an inward rel change of the Heart. If the BY 
Falſe Swearer were preſently rok Dumb, if the Drunhard ſhould never recover his Un- 
err _if the nuclear Wretch ſhould unmediately be Conſitttied by a hidden Fire, 
or his fnatng! Fleſh Patrifie and Rot away ; if for every Vice of the Mind; ſome Diſeaſe 
that reſembles it in the Body were ſpeedily inflicted as a juſt puniſhment, the World in- 


deed wotild not beſo full of all kinds of Wickednels, ſo contagious, and of ſack incu- 


rable mahgriity. But though in appearance it would be Iefs vicions, yet in etch be 

reality fiot more vertuons. For ſuch a kind of goodneſs, or- tather not gmilfine 

the ovaward Sinful A&, would proceed not from a Divine Principle, ee Sp? tf 

Love to God and Holineſs, but- from a low affe&ion, meer ſervile fear of 

ance: And Love to Sm is coriſiſterit'with' ſtiett art abſtinetice frottt it; As' Es 
is forc'd to caſt his Goods into the Se, tot becauſe | he Hates 


ows his Heart after, buf to eſcap= drowning. Now that the 


them, for he 


real difference between the Godly and the Impions, the Juſt ard Unjuſt, the Sober 2nd . 


Interuperate may: appear, God affords to'Men ſuch Evidence of future things Mat may ſ#- 
tisfie any impartial conſidering Perſon, and be + ſure Defence againſt Temptations that in- 
fe&t 'and inchant the careleſs Mind , and pervert the Wilt, to make a foohſt Chotee 
of things next the Senſes for Happineſs. Yetthis Evidence isnotfo dear. bur # corrnpt 
Heart may by a ſecret, but effeCtual influence, darken the underſtanding, and make it 
averſe from the belief of unſcen things, and ftrongly turn it from ferions ponderitig 
thoſe terrible truths that contronl the carnal defites. 

3. How prepoſterous is this inference ? Departed Souls never return, therefore they have 
no Exiſtence, therefore we are but a breath of Wind that only' fo Jong remains m being, 
as it blows ; a ſhadow that is only whiles it #ppears; let our tool ther that are but 
few, be fill d with FOune's > let us enjoy the preſent, ta of hereafter, that does 


the Maker of the Word? 1s hes fon Ger of Provident t6 Govert 3t 2: No Law 


made between the Holy and the Wicked. The violent indimations to EY wool hs | 


& LP. I'2. 


poerpeſt. ys Philoſophy worthy of ;Brutes ! But Prudence will conclude if the'-conditi- 


courſe as ai\Man according to the Principles. of right-Reaſon. 


_ to pardon, them. . Thus, ; the . ſenſual. preſumer: 


ſhould dare to- re 
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ort of Souls that go hence be immntable, and in that place where they arrive, they muft 
be for ever, -it ſhould be Gur chiefeſt care. to dire them well : If upon [our entrance 
into the next World Eternity (huts. the Door upon us, and the Happineſs and Miſery of 
it is nos eaſe (DF. Benge, but the one excJudes all Fear, the other .all Hope. of Change, 
*tis neceſſary, to governall our Attions; with a final _reſpe& to that ſtate. This is to. diſ- 
- 2. If it be _qbjeRted that it ſeems hard that a tranſient Sin ſhould be puniſh't with Eter- 
nal. Torments: A dear and juſt anſwer may be given. - ' ! '- 
. This conceit in Men 
of a Temptation as it;flatters the ſenſes,; without a ſincere diſtin&;refletion on its efſen- 
tial malignity.', From: hence'they judge of, their, S18S, 2s light ſpots, [inevitable accidents, 
- cannot be preyented by humane frailty,, errors -excuſable by common pradtice. 
Thus the ſubtiliy of Satan joyned with the folly-of Men- repreſents great Sins; as ſmall, 


and ſmall as.none at all,” to yndervalue and'extenuate ſome, and to give full licenſe and 
. warrant to others. And thus deceived, they are ready to think it diſagreeing .'to the 


Divine: Goodnels to puniſh Sin'fo ſeverely as 'tis thteatned:. Butdid they with intent and 
feeling 'thoughts look through the pleaGing {urface into the intrinfick Evil of Stn,” as it is 


rebellion. agajnſt God, andthe progeny of a Will corrupted by-its own. perverſneſs and 


nicious; Habits, ; they. would be convincd, .. that. God ads in a manner worthy. of his 
Nature, in-the ordaiming and Jntufing EteroahPuniiynone on -Impenitent Sinners.;/ And 
tis obſervable that moſt.dangerous efteas follow by; ſeparating theſe two in the -Minds of 
Men.: - For. if they conſider Eternal Death without reſpe@ tothe merit of Sin, they eaſi- 
ly conceive of God as incompaſſionate, an:Enemy.to, his Creature, : that is pleaſed with 
its miſery. , And. ſnch fearful. concens, . fuch black; melancholy yapours | congeal the 
Heart and ſtupific its aftive. powers, ;and-caule a:defperate neglett of our Duties, as if 
God would not accept our. {incere ,endeayours to':pleaſe. hint. ' But if @n the other fide, 
they regard. their Sins abſtraed fromthe dreadful. Puniſhment: that-enſues,” they forms the 
Notion of, a Deity ſoft and-carclels, lite moved-with their Faults, 2 and _ indulgent 
O on- them. . .1 ENIU mer ; becomes ſecure and. incorrigible - in 
his . Wickedne(s. . But ,we_ muſt confider theſe twg abjeds as'moſtftrifly join'd ; the 


” 


Judgment of. God with reſpe& to Sin that, always precedes it, -and Sin: with reſpe&-ta the 


Puniſhment that follows it, in the infallible order of Divine Juſtice. £ And thus we ſhall 


conceive of God becoming his PerfeCtions; that he's Gracious and'Merciful,-.and Loves 
the Work; of his Hands ; but that he. is: Holy and Juſt, and hates Sin infinitely more 
than Men love it.. . Theſe are;the two principal ideas we-ſhould-form of God; with re- 


% 


ſpe& to-his Moral:Government, and are mainly influential on his Subje&.. ' For the cor- 


teſpbndent affecions inus to thoſe Attributes, are a reverend Loye of: his Goodneſs and. 


tender. Apprehenſion of. his Diſpleaſure, the powerful motives to induceus to the pra- 
Aice of. Holineſs, and avert us from Sin.. - ns 


- " » x + 


Now that the Divine Law 1s not hard in its Sandton, forbidding Sin upon the pain 
of Eternal Death, will appear by a. due repreſentation of the efſential evil of Sin. This 


ww . 


is diſcave | ONE | 
. . 1+ The Glorious Obje& againſt whom -it is committed. *Tis a Rule univerſally ac- 
knowledged, ' that fromthe quality : of the Perſon offended, the Meaſure and Weight 
15 taken ofthe offence. Now asthe Nature and: PerfeQtions of God, fo his Dignity and 
Mafeſty'is Infinite, and from hence the tranſcendent guilt of Sin ariſes. The formalis r4- 
tzo of Sin: is difobedience to -the Divine -Law, andthe leaſt breach of it, even a vain 
thought,/ an idle word, an unprofitable. a&tion, is in its proper Nature a rebellious con- 
tempt of the Amthority of the Wiſe and Holy Law-giver. Now that a poor Worm 
| I againſt the Lord of Heaven and Earth, and if it were poſſible de- 
throne him,- what underſtanding can conceive the vaſtneſs of its guilt > No finite fuf- 
ferings in what degree ſoever are equal reparation forthe offence. Afﬀter the revolution 
of millions of years in a ſtate of miſery the ſinner cannot plead for a releaſe ; becauſe 


. 


he has not made full payment for his fault, the rights of Juſtice are not ſatisfied. 


IF it be objeCted,: that this will inferran equality between all Sins.” FRE 

_ I anſwer, [Though there 1s a great difparity in Sins with reſpect to their immediate Cauſes, 
Circumſtances, complicated , Nature and Quality, by which ſome havea more odious tur- 
pitude adhering to them, yet they all agree in the general Nature of Sin, relating to the 
Law of God, and conſequently in their order to Eternal Death. The leaſt -diſobedience 
has as truly the formality of Sin, as what is ſo in the Supreme degree. This may be illuſtra- 
ted by a compariſon. - As the parts of the World compared with one another, are of different 
elevation and greatneſs; the Earth and Waterare in the loweſt place, and but as a point 
to the Celeſtial Orbs, that are above the higheſt regions of the Air 5 yet if we compare 

them 


oceeds from a ſuperficial deceitful view. of Sin in the diſguiſes 


> 458 


_ Equally, diſtant frgm the utmoſt; extent;Þk-1 


cy atargaloring) there wonld, IT nkons wpon.nbe-Rids:of. the 


"Tranſgrefſors > Without this the Divine Government would be diffolved. 
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anhonely.achowsr, Nature. '/The) counterfexting. of the Bread-Seal., 
$ ja WoKipgs os 'gs-injiuriqus to his Hengur; and) Goveramaent, FI 
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Hr ag May's, relation:4a:God ;as:the-Greatar,and\Pmſerye, i who. # yeh i 
nd innamerable;Banefits, who eaferes:00, bimahe: moſt-thujing, mm: w8-favt 
s. gnſpcakably cinbaunces: the:guile of Sift ingainſh God, by.adding; lagraticu 
bifiion the Abuſe of his Goodnels, to the Ignominiqys:Aﬀrat 9, his Majafhy.,,: 
grees, of pk eFinin proportion 9Kabnoy aud Ghlegazarty Bon Man hen fp 
Ooweda Key te gig, taddpraverandperverthis:Gifis, to: drface 
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altly provgketHi cone» diag rs the Judg: 

$145; Partiitlts,!:the :Aaſinactes af: Kibge ;thc 
Cam, = lagrgns rs ER oo : Eg P 
n&\ne Death;:that eve Oo 5 CE-IRAAY 
Ky pleaſant i in this Natural TR 1s an equal La) reno What i Saf 
ferings can expiate Sin againſt God? For befides the tranſcendent excellence of his Nature, 
infinitely rais'd above all other Beings, there are united M him in an incomparable de- 
gree, all the Rights that are inherent in- our_.Parents, Princes, or Countrey, for Benefits 
received from them. And may he not then juſtly deprive ungracious Rebels for ever of 

the comforts of his reviving Preſence ? 

3+ The neceſſity of Eternal Rep itq a egnſtant fear in Men of offending 
God, makes the Juſtice of them ' : ©. =51 + it has been proved before) whiles they 


are cloathed with Fleſh and the A en pr 1 within, and the T 
tation fiomwithout, ſe Pin Sin were" noofar *ovhiite inn hi 


rang Bs oh Koop oy b SOR DWHely, degrees 
> age LJavs thatare 

| | oe s Is 

wid ſecure' Sbeitnce 


ror to\mmduce:a Reyerence 
of them in his Su dbjects Ar, to execute the mo in full ſeverity upon pre{umpgyous 


4- Eternal Life, and Eternal Death are ſet before Men, to encourage them to Obedi 
and deterrthers' from 'Siq, fo that none difs but for wilfill Im ng 'And'tan' 
be'the'taſt aſperfion "ef njnlt Tigour caſt 'an *God's praceethir idement 
Contrary to the moſt inviolable inclioations of f Natiire hare 


tis Orin eftri To thataffult arifyet znay be given, -* 
Reatfon and "eta. aso chuſe UireQMly and Vion. Frernal"Nh oY, 


and by conſequence he does. For.the deliberate choice” of Sin 'aSp pxUY or RH 
though da aminable in the iſſue, is by juſt, interpteration 4 chaſing 'vf the puniſhment that 
artetids it! '” And £6 eriſhing , Jet vs | 
Gale. No _ 

oo The incſtin; Me re rd of Obeliciice they -refitſe.. 'Tis a icgly* warth as mich 


make it” "dear, that” Sinners are in love with 


2s the enjoyment tf and' rip op le as SET, Now what is put in the 
Ballance z gain" Fey: Onh, Fhie World that with the Lufts theref. And it 
pa a lent Propention i he'Will to Ca , when the little Teen pied leifures 
(howempty, how 'yagilting 1) ontweigh tt competition the ſubſtaruia 
everlaſting Blelfedneſs of the Pitt. And what a vi oa mpt is itof "the PerteCtign CT 
God, that ſuch "baſe"things,” Wch' trifling'* uld be choſen "before him? 
Were it not viſibly true, 'R a $a would *deny the 'p +0 "of it.., Tis as if the 
Wife of a Prince ould p tefetr. 1 inher Aﬀedions before him,a iſeaſed 0 Slave. 
Or, as if one Thiould chulſe the Food of Beaſts, Hay, T or Carrion, before -the 
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"The Inio#t ty of he She. RS 
_—_— For of « Royal Table: 'This is no'Hyperbole, no Frere 'Biit the reality, 
nfnitdy exceeds all Figures. And' is ut not | Perfectly reaſon. thaf Sinners ſhould i in- 
their ton'd ©! £2: lc 010 
2. This rejeQhy of "Where Life by Siniers; 1s peretmptory againſt: the beſt and often 


neans 50 1hddce then rd aevept Of'fe,> They are altured by the ſweeteſt Merdes, 


16d; they re orpaſt Hopes * And tithe 

"are dvfpifec;"they re Tor: or the 

& Law be decifive apor the firſt af of Sit;' Yet *ti8'rio8- Kina 3 up- 

peritthce'Miit.; - But when Sin has fach an abſolkite Eitipire in' the Will,” that $0 

ligations, * 6 Tiyitationscant eh with” "it, 'tis , | 0" Obſtitjacy'ts' #*n" in- 
6ry* 2" This WIE dearly 


vindicate' Tuſt | roche dy 'of Accotints.!!” "God will 
overcome > hehe re and Þ HU ih Gs Noe This will 'be”'# fiery | 


to their miſery, and feed the-never-dying:Wort.” | For. by refleting npon: whatthey: 
incrocbly. loft,// and whit they tnuſt'for ever ſuffer; and! that by: their own' wi tched 
choice, we bs awakened Conſcience turns the moſt cruel Fiend againſt iffelf,. Tr ' Hell there 


are Ns ve This rafters of Dathdatioh.” ic | oe Mae 7 

; 5.'The'deMement contratted 'Sins int the: proſent life, cleaves to hirg! that: dies Atr his 
Sins for ever. An habitual pravity" poſſeſſes the Soul, and expreſſes it ſelf in-direful Blaſ- 
phennes agat -the'Righte $ Jud; - Andare not ſuck _Polluted* wretthes forever un- 
worthy of the favour of God,” commitmidn -with him Is it'n6t-moſt- reaſonable, 
the Jultics of God, ſhould continue in its tefrible effefts;'/as np Fs asthe Injuſtice' of: Man 


remains invincible. IP Po ut ir Map gg Pl Pre op par rartencd ofe 
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It mult regulate our efteem of preſent- things. - - And reconcile "Our A T2 
to. any condition here, ſo far as it may be an advantage to'prep 


better World. The chiefeſt care. is due to the' "Jmmortdal per .” 
 - Value of Time, and how 1 it ſhould be  Inproweer "T's the” 


{ s % 
+ 4 ed 


ro Will now brief ſhew what influence this princi -ole bf ofNatural Religio! TI "Ys on 
our practice. *Tis not a matter of pure ſpeculation, but infinitely concerns all. For what- 
ever inequality there is between Men ea reſpet tot 


oncerns: 
A denes? In thepreſent State, 
yet there is no difference with regard to things future. Their. Souls are equally immortal, 


and capable of the ſame Blefſedne(s, and liable to the ſame Miſery. It is moſt necgflary 
therefore to refle&.upon what ſo nearly EN EE 


_. -If the Eternal State hereafter were notan infallible Truth, but-only a probable © inion, 
and the Arguments for and againſt it were ſo equal, that the Underſtandiny Ta Or 1 ſuſ- 
Prince, yet the importance is ſo vaſt, either to enjoy for ever the clear viſion of God.” or 


o be caſt into an everlaſting Hell, that Prudence requires, all po polbble. diligerice 3 in 
ES Og is neceſſary, to obtain the one, and; eſcape the other. But octrine is nat 
meerly within the terms of Probability, "but is clear by irrefutable' T8 Andif 
thoſe. Prophane Miſcreants who endeayour by .fri gid Railleries to. 
cre of Salvation.to ſcorn, and by trifling Arguments would fain weaken 
' this great Truth, had Pio the humane property of 
with Confuſion, w ; they contradi& not Pk what the 
an{werably proved, but wha 


their aſſent to 
ws (Ol they would be - covered 
et Men have ' un- 


what their very oppolition confirms... For the doubting of the 
Soul's Immortality, is a ſtrong Ar arnent that 'tis Immortal,” Becauſe, only a Spiritual. Be- 


ng, .and therefore not liable to ifſolution and Death,-is. capable of reflecting whether it 
thall continte for ever. © 


It 


of Teeph. - £ Extream Miſery, and extrearn PUNT Deſpair and R Kage, | 
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The Inimortdlity of the'Sout. - 


'© - It does not require ſubtilty of Wit, or ſtrength of Reaſon"to'draw our the-proper AT 
'F uſes of this Dodtrine, as Gold from the Mines by digging into the bewels ofthe Earth z Chap,T3/ 
but the conſequences are clear and ſenſible to all that will duly conſider things.2i If lin Lena og” 
the next World there are good things ard evil things} "great as the poſſeſſing orloling 
: an infinite Felicity, and laſting as Eternity ; and diſtant from us no farther than Dtath-iis 
-$ - from Like, thatis, thana lighted Candle from being blowout that/15-expoſed to allithe: 

Winds, 'tis abſolutely neceſlary to regulate'our ſelves 1 the preſent ſtate'by- a continual 
reſpe& to the future. Asthe Travellers in the Deſart of Arabia (that $ all Sand,'' {move 
able by every blaſt, ſo that no vilible path remains to prevent their wandrings) .obferve' 
the Stars to dire&t them in their Journey to - the place they intend. Thus we wſt lookmot 
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$ 


; to the things that are ſeen, but to things that ave not ſeen, Eternal above, to condutt ns ſafe- 
ly thorow this material mutable World'toFelicity. More particularly,:. - Deb an2 4 
i -- x. This ſhould regulate our Judgm-nt of all Temporal things. Worldly happinefsis 
Y but a PiFure, that Zen by ſence, the falſe Light of rhe preſent time hasan alluring appea- 


rance, but if looked on by Faith, the true Light of Eternity, it is diſcovgred'to be'adigfh- 
gur'd and unamiable confufion of ſpots. This unbmds the Charm, -and Yiſtovers che Va-- 
nity and illufion of whatcver is admirable in the Eyes of Fleſh. "Canany carty:the'leaſt 
mark of Honour, one farthing of their Freafures, -any ſhadow of their 'Beauty "one 
drop of their Pleaſure with them to another World? As in the Nightalt Colours arethe- 
ſame, the Crimſon carinot be diſtingui{ſd from Black, nor Purple front . Green's When? 
the Light is withdrawn that gave them life, they ceafe to be viſible; andare buried: the! 
ſame indifferent obſcurity. So in the ſtate after Death, the moſtremarkable differences of. * 
cis World are no more. Andis that worthy of our eſteem that attendsus for a little-tine;" 
and teaves us for eyer? Can that be our happineſs that when we die andeeaſe to:be mior- 
tal, ceaſes to be ours? If Mandid only live-to die, and there were artabſolute end: of him; 
preſent things were more valuable in the quality of an earthly Felicity; ds beitig uhis Alt 3: 
but if he dies to live in another World, angall that in the language-of' the: Earch' (full 
of Improprieties and moral Solceciſms) we-call ours, -muſt be left at the Gates of Death, 
the Entrance of Eternity, they cannot be the materials of our happineſs.” FG 
Seneca, contemplating the beauty and greatneſs of thoſe Orbs of Light above, caſtdown' 
his Eyes to find out the Earth hardly vifible'at that diſtance, and breaks forth into'sPhito-' 
ſophncal diſdain : Isit- this to' which the great deſigns and vaſt defires of Men are con- 
fin'd? Is it for this there is ſuch diſturbance of Nations, Wars, and ſhedding of Blood > 
O folly, O fury of Deceived Men ! to imagine great Kingdoms-in-:the compaſs: of - 
an Atome, to raiſe Armies to divide a point of Earth with their Swords! Tis juſt as 
if the Ants ſhould conceive a Field to be ſeveral Kingdoms, and: fiercely contend to 
enlarge their Borders, and celebrate a Triumph m gaining a foot of Earth, 'as a new'/Pro- 
vince to their Empire. And from hence he excites Mer toafcend in their- thoughts, and ' 5w/jwn inger- 
take an intellectual poſſeſſion of. the Material Heavens, as moſt worthy of cheir-: :ia-ſparia in 
Minds. But the Soul that raifed by Faith looks beyond the Starry Heavens, how much #977. Peſeſho 
more juſtly is it fil'& with noble wonder at the Divine and truly Great:things in' the Spi- admirrin. 
b  Titual World, and looks down on the lower Scene of things, and all thathas the name of 
x felicity here, as ſordid and vile ? The foreſight that within a little while this World ſhall 
2 be diflotv'd, and time ſhall be no more, 'makes it not ſeem to be in the Eyes of a Belje- 
ver that great thing, as 'tis repreſented to the reſt of Men. He looks upon thoſe-who'. 
ſhine in Pomp, and flow in Pleaſure, and think themſelves Happy, to be as a Beggar in' 
2 Dream; that thinks himſelf rich in Treaſures: For preſent things are'only colour - 
with the appearance of felicity, and are as vaniſhing as the Fictions of Fancy. White Car- 
nal Men will believe nothing but what they ſee, feel and-enjoy by their Senfes; and: embrace 
meer Shadows as ſolid Felicity, he conſiders them with compaſhion. For *tis with them, as 
with one that in the rage of a Fever, Laughs, Sings, Trinmphs. Tell him that he is 
not himſelf, hethinks' you are Mad for ſaying ſo. Tell him when his fiery Spirits ſball be 
waſted, and that heat of Blood that makes him ſo lively and ſtrong, ſhalbdecline 
and cool, he will be in extteam danger of Death ; he replies he was never -m' better 
health. But who'envies him that Happineſs which he ſeems to enjoy > None bur one 
that is a Mad-man like him. Nay, a Father, a Brother, a Friend' took on him with a 
mourning Eye and Heart : For he 1s only happy in his own conceit, and thatconceit 
proceeds from lis Diſtraftion. Thus the Power,of Truth is Vi&orious' in fober Men, 
—— and does not ſuffer them tobe cheated with the falſe ſhew of good that reſpedts the Body. 
No credit is given'to the appearance of Senſe, when Reaſon diſcernsthe Deception, and 
judge3 otherwiſe. And'thus the clear infallible Light of Faith direQs the Judgment of 
things preſent with reſpe& to the Eternal Intereſt of the Soul. This makes a Believer -_. 
H ; 112-fere 
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and/ what is future :: And this is as great as between the living of a few years, and an incor- 
ruptible ſtate-z between the wretched enjoyment of things that cannot ſatisfie the Senſes, | 
and the enjoyment of an univerſal Good that can fill all the defires of the Soul ; as be- ; 
tween an inch of Time and entire Eternity z between Nothing mask'd with a falſe ap- ; 
pearance, and infinite felicity. Eos = 
2. The conſideration of the Soul's Immortality ſhould reconcile our affeQtion to all things ; 
that may_ befall- us here, ſo far as th:y are preparatory for our well-being in the future , 
ſtate. The Original-Principle from whence: are derived all Rules for praftice, and of 
main fluence upon our Comtorts 15, that Man 1s created for a ſupernatural happineſs A 
hereafter, and that preſent things are to be choſen or refuted with reſpe& to our obtain- 
ingof it. For the means, whatever they are in their abſolute Nature, yet conſiderd as 
ſuch in order to/an end, are qualified and become either good or evil, as conducive to it, 
or. unprofitable, and prejudicial. A Way that is thorny, or dirty, or ſteep, or ſtony, 
is good if it leads-me;to my Country where I can only live happily. On the contrary, 
a plain flowry carpet Way is bad, that leads me from it. Now fince the preſent life con- 
veys us to another, Poverty or Riches, Sickneſs or Health, ſplendor of Name or Obſcu- 
rity, -an high or a low Condition become good or evil to us, and accordingly are eligible, 
as they prepare us for_our laſtand blefſed End, or divert us from it. If the clearneſs of 
this principle be obſcurd, we ſhall ſtumble every ſtep, and wander from the Way of 
Life. But duly conſidered, it makes us judge of things as they. are, not as they appear. 
This unravels the doubts of the intangled Mind, corrects the miſtakes of the ering Eye, 
levels the greateſt. Difficulties, | clears all the Objections againſt Providence, and makes 
an afflicted ſtate not only tolerable, but ſo far, amiableas it promotes our ſupream Hap- 
pineſs. Let us conſider the two Worlds, the viſible wherein we are, and the inviſible, 
to which we are going, and impartially compare what is proper to the one and the 
. other; the preſent and the future, the ſenſible and divine, the apparent and real, the 
tranſitory and perpetual Happineſs. And what reference thele two Worlds have to Man, 
the one ſerves him only as a Faſſage, the other is his ever-bleſſed Country. Therefore : 
whatever the preſent ſtate has of ſweet or bitter, whatever is defir'd or feard, as it paſ- f 
ſes with Time, ſhould little move us. Whois there, unleſs diſorder'd in his Mind, that ; 
when the Sun is preſent in its full luſtre before his Eyes, rejoices to have, or is ſorry 
that he has not a Candle, that he may ſee more clearly ? And this Life to Eternity is not ; 
ſo much as a ſpark of Light to the Sun, and accordingly the Proſperity or Adverſity of it : 
ſhould not tranſport usto an exceſs of Joy or Sorrow, but with an equal temper of Mind, 
and calm Aﬀections, we ſhould receive the diſpenſations of Providence. 
3. How juſt is it that the Soul ſhould have the preeminence in all refpe&ts above the 
Body. The one is the fading off-ſpring of the Earth, the other of an Heavenly extra@i- : 
on, and incorruptible Nature. When || Pherecides the Aſſyrian firſt taught among the 
: Grecians the Do@rine of the Soul's Immortality, his Diſcourſe ſo- prevail'd on Mtha- 
(Earn goras Of Samos, that it changed him from an Athleta into a Philoſopher. He that be- 
vel que abjetta fore wholly attended upon Is Body to make it excel in ſtrength or agility, that he & 


open might contend vi@oriouſly in the Olympick Games, then made it his bufineſs to improve 


immortalita- and advance his Soul in Knowledge and Vertue. And if the glimmering appearances of 
—_—_ this great Truth were ſo powerful upon him, how much more ſhould the clear and cer- 


mus Pherecides tain diſcoveries of it be operative to make us chiefly regard the intereſt of our Immortal 
ps a m_ : part. | | - | . 
oo hae The ſtate of Nature requires, that Reaſon ſhould have the ſupremacy in Man, and Ls 
mium illius diſ- Genfe ſhould obey ; but it the lower part tyrannizes over the ſuperiour, and that which 


Fate permotur, WAS ſo offenſive to Solomon, to ſee Servants on Horſeback,, and Princes walking on Foot, be | 

ex Athleta in yerified in a more ignoble ſenſe, 'tis the greateſt degeneracy and vilification of the humane ; 

let ran HY; Nature. Now the predominant Object diſcovers what is the ruling Faculty, If ſenſual 

mgmbeis things have the ſuperior eſteem and love, Senſe reigns. And what a contumely is it to 

DS Man, when the Underſtanding, that was made to contemplate Objedts of a ſpiritual 

nin ang, ſablime Nature, is principally exerciſed for the acquiring of Earthly things, and the 
ad Vol. 


Aﬀettioris that are capable of enjoying heavenly delights, run with a full ſtream in the ' 
| 
| 


Channels of Concupiſcence. As if the reaſonable Soul were not for higher ends than to 
be the ſlave of the Body, to be imployed to digeſt the confuſed Chaos of Meats and Drinks 
wherewith 'tis fill'd to give it a quicker perception of its pleaſures, and keep it from cor- 
ruption for a time. If ſenſual Wretches could obtain what the unclean Spirits defir'd of 
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our Saviour, when diſpoſſeſt of the Man in the Goſpel, they would requeſt in their 
laſt hour when they are ready to be caſt out of the Body, periniffion to enter into 
the Swine, and wallow in mire and filthineſs. This is an indignity equally diſhonou- 
rable and pernicious. As 'twas ſaid of Caligula, Nec Serunm meliorem, nec deteriorem Do- 
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minun, while a Subje& none more obedient, but when advanc'd to the ThronChe be- 


came the Reproach of the Empire, and Plague of the World: So while the Botly 
obeys the ſanCtity and ſovereignty of the Mind, *tis an uſeful Inſtrament, but if it uſurp 
the Government, the Spirit is depreſt in the moſt ignominious Captivity, and Man be- 
comes like the Beaſts that periſh. Briefly, the common fountains ot Temptation are 
Pleaſure and Pain that afte& the outward Senſes, and 'till the Soul has an eſtabliſh'd 
Dominion over the Body, 'tis continually expos'd to ruin by fleſhly Luſts that war 
againſt it. k | | 
"The proper Buſineſs of Man is to purifie his Spirit from all Pollutions, to adorn it 
with all Graces in order to its everlaſting Communion with the Father of Spirits. And 


. though in this ſtate of union with fleſh, he cannot be always contemplative, nor exer- 


ciſed in the higheſt and nobleſt work, but muſt relax his intenſe thoughts by refreſhing 
intermiſſfions, yet all that is allowed the Body, muſt be only to make ir more ready and 
diſpoſed for the Service of the Mind. But alas! the Soul that ſhould be incomparab!y 
deareſt to us, in reſpe& of its prectouſneſs and danger, 1s negleCted, as the only deſpi- 
cable or ſafe thing belonging to us. Of the twenty-four Hours in the Day, how 
much 1s waſted on the Body, how little is given to the Sonl? As if all the time were 


loſt that is ſpent on it, when 'tis truly gained. What an unequal diviſion is this ? Can 


there be imaginfd a more hurtful and monſtrous profuſeneſs, and covetouſne!s in the 


ſame Perſons? If the Body be ſhaken with Diſeaſes, what are they not willing to do, 


or patiently to ſuffer, to recover loft Health> Long and rigorous Diets to overcome 
ſome obſtinate Humours, Potions diſtaſtefixl to the Palat, and painful to the Stomach, 
Sweatings, Bleeding, the Knife and the Fire, to cut off the gangreen'd part, and fear the 
Veſſels, and many more ſharp Remedies 'tis counted prudence to ſuffer, to preſerve 


the. Life of the Body. And can that be preſerved always? No. All this is done not 


to e ſcape, butto delay Death for a time. If we are ſo ſollicitons that the Mortal Bo- 
dy may dye a little later, ſhall we not be more diligent and careful that the Immortal 
Soul may not die for ever ? DO 

4. This ſhould make us fet a juſt value upon Time, and conſecrate it to thoſe things that 
are preparatory for the fature ftate of Blefſedneſs. Indeed the preſent Life, though ſpan 
out to the utmoſt date, how ſhort and vain isit? But as 'tis the price of Eternity, ard 
our Well-being hereafter depends upon it , 'tis above all efteem precions. Whett* 
Popiliws by order of the Roman Senate,” required Antiochrs to withdraw his Army from 
the King of Egypt, and he defired time to deliberate upon it, the Roxrar'drew a Circle 


F Liv. 


with his Wand about him, and ſaid; In hoc ſtars delibera, py a preſent anſwer before yo - 


move out. Thus Eternity, whoſe proper Emblem isa Circle, a Figure without end, preſertts 


to us Life and'Death, that after a ſhort time expects all Men, and here we niuft make 


our choice. And ſhall a Mortal coldneſs poſſeſs us in an affair of ſuch imporeance ? We 
cannot ſo faſt repair the ruins of the Body, but that every Day Death makes neat- 
er approaches, and takes away ſome ſpoils that cannot be recovered, and will ſhotily 
force the Soul to leave its habitation ; and ſhall we not ſecare a retreat for 1t in the 
Sanfwary of Life and Immortality ? Wn on 

Can any make a Covenant with Death? Is it to be overcotne by the Strength 


of the young, or appeaſed by the Tears and Supplications of the old? 'Tis equally in- 


vincible and inexorable. The greeneſt' Ages ripe for dying ; the Fruit that does not 
fall is: pluck'd and gathered. Every one is under the ſame Sentence, and ſo far equaF- 
ly diſpoſed: to die. None can aſſure himfef the contiruance of a day, and ſhathwe be 
deſpetately careleſs of our main Concernment ? Shall we waſte this unvaluable Treaſure 
in Idleneſs, or A&tions worſe than Idleneſs? Shall we ſpend it to purchaſe tranſient; Va- 
nities > The gaining the whole World is not worth the expence of this Light of Lif-. 
"Twas given us for moreexcellentends, to work ont our own Salyation, to ſecare our 
everlaſting Intereſt. How ſtiould we redeem every hoar, and live for Heaven ? This 1s 
our chief and indiſpenfible affair, and the negle& of it for a Day, is of infinite ha- 
zard. Our ſeaſon is ſhort, our- omiſſion irreparable. - If we could clip the wings of 
Time, and ſtop its flight, theremight be ſome pretence for delay ; but the Sun drives 
on apace, we cannot bid it ſtand ftill one hour. || Our diligence in improving Tirhe 
ſhould be equal to its {wift motion. We ſhonld ſpeedily draw from it what 15 neceffary, 


as from a rapid Torrent that will quickly be dried up. 
bo 3 OO Se 


|| Cum celeritate 
temporis utend{i 
velocitate cer- 
tandum : tan- 
quam ex orreht- 
ter appian, nec 
ſemper, ca{«ro 
ci's haurtendien 
eſt. Senec. de 
brevir, vit, 
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$2 The Immortality of the Soul. 
EE. : "Twas 2 wil Anſwer to one that asked why the * L acedemonians were fo flow in vaſ. 
Ap. 13. 


WINS 
* Plut. Apoth. 


o 


ſing Capital Judgments 3 why ſo many Examinations taken, ſo manyDefences permitted to 
the Accuſed; and after Conviction and Sentence, ſuch a ſpace of -Time before Execution ? 
The reaſon of it is, becauſe an Errour in that caſe is incorrigible. They might kill the 
Living, but could not revive the Dead. Now, ſince aftcr Death is inflicted on the 
guilty Soul 'tis loſt for ever, how ſhould it ſtop Men in the voluntary and precipitate 
an of themſelves, by the wilful rejedting of the Grace that js offered to 


- them upon their preſent acceptance ? 


Todraw to an end ; it follows from what has been Diſcourſed, that 'tis the moſt neceſ- 
fary and higheſt point of Wiſdom, to condut our Lives with a reſpeCt to the Tribunal 
above, that will paſs a righteous and unchangeable Sentence upon Men for all: the good 


_. andevil done here. The Conſequence is ſo maniteſt and palpable that nothing but. - 


{| Omnia tan- 
mortale 
imetis : Onmia 
Fanguam 1nt- 
mortales concue 
piſcitis. Sen. de 
brev, vir. 


fe& Madneſs can deny. If there-be a ſpark of Reaſon, a grain of Faith, the Mind ae 
aſſent to it. For if Prudence conſiſt in the choice and uſe of means to procure the Good 
we want, and in preventing the Evil wejuſtly fear, certainly according as the Good is 
more noble and difficult, or the Evil more dangerous and deſtruttive, the more eminent 
is the Wiſdom in obtaining our end. Now what is: the chief Good to which all our de- 
fires ſhould turn, and our endeavours aſpire? What are Crowns, Scepters, Robes of 
State, Splendor of Jewels, Treaſures, or whatever the Earth has in any kind or degrees 
of Good ? They are only the little entertainments of the Body, theviler part of Man : 
But the perfe& and perpetual Fruition of God, is the Blefſedneſs of the Soul, and infinite- 
ly excels the other.” . And proportionably 'tis not the loſs of Temporal things that is the 
greateſt Evil, but the loſing Heaven and the Immortal Soul is above all degrees of va- 
luation. Now *tis ſtrange to amazement, that thoſe who profeſs to believe theſe things 
ſhould live in a conſtant oppoſition to their belief. How vigorouſly do they proſecute 
their ſecular deſigns > They build Eſtates, and make Proviſions tarquan: ſemper viFuri, 
as if they were } Eternal Inhabitants here. But how remiſs and cold are they in order to 
Heaven, and to eſcape the Wrath to come > Libertines are uniform and regular accord- 
ing to their Principles; they are Infidels, and live as Infidels : There's no contradiction 
between their Thoughts and Adions. The remembrance of Death rather inflames than 
checks their Appetites to Sinful Pleaſures 5 as the ſprinkling Water does not quench 
the Fire, but makes it more fierce, They know they ſhall -continue here but a ſhort 


time, and reſolve to make the beſt of 1t for carnal purpoſes. But infinite numbers of 


thoſe who in title are Citizens of another World, and declare their belief of a future 


ſtate, yet are ascareleſs to prepare for it, as if the great Judgment, and the dreadful Eter- 


nity that follows, were Romantick Fables. They are Believers in their Minds, and Infi- 
dels in their Lives. From whence comes this monſtrous Compoſition of two extreams, 
ſo contrary and difficult to be united, as the Sun and Darkneſs, or Fire, and Water in their 
a(tual forms? For Men to believe there is a Heaven, and tobe in love with the Earth; 
to believe an everlaſting Hell ſhall. be the reward of Sin, and yet togoonin Sin ? O the 
ſottiſh Folly of Men ! What inticing Sorcery perverts them? Is it becauſe Temporal' 
things are Senſible”, and Preſent, and Eternal things are (Spiritual and Future > 


But how graceleſs and irrational is this? Has not the Soul perceptive facultics as 


well as the Body? Are not its objects tranſcendently more excellent? Is not its uni- 
on with them more intimate and raviſhing2 Muſt the ſenſual Appetites be heard 
before Reaſon, and the Sou) be unnaturally ſet below the reſpects of the Body > If 
the moſt ſplendid Temptations of the Fleſh are but droſs to the happineſs of the 
Spirit; is it not true Wiſdom to. diſtinguiſh and deſpiſe them in the compariſon? For 

is end God has plac'd us in the World, that with equal Judgment we may ballance 
things, and preferring the great and ſolid Good before a vain Appearance, our choice may 
be unconſtrain'd, and his Mercy take its riſe to reward us. And how fooliſhis it to neg- 
le& Eternal things becauſe they are future? Is it not a common complaint that Life is 
ſhort, that it flies away in a breath ? And if Death be ſo near, can Eternity.be ſo diſtant? 
Beſides, do Men want an Underſtanding to foreſee things to come ? In their Projedts for 


| this World, how quick-ſighted and provident are they, to diſcover all probable incon- 


veniences afar off, and lay the Scene to avoid them> And 1SReaſon only uſeful in the 
afairs of the Body, and muſt Senſe, that cannot ſee an Hands-breadth beyond the preſent, 
be the guide of the Soul 2 Well, though the moſt powerful Reafons, the moſt ardent 
Exhortations, and ſtinging Reprehenſions cannot prevail with the Sons of the Earth now 
to be apprehenſive of the Evils that threaten them, but they live in a blind manner re- 
gardleſs of the Soul, yet in a little while Extremitics will compel them to open their Eyes. 


When they are departing hence, with one foot upon the brink of Tize, and the other 
life upto enter Eternity, how will they be aſtoniſh't to ſee the diſtance between this World 


and 
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and the next, which ſeem'd to them ſo wide, to be but one ſtep > The preſent Life, that AA 
in their imaginations would never end, and the future, that would never begin, (fo intent Chap. 13, 
were they for the Proviſions of the one, and negledful of the other) behold the oneisgone, Ya 
and the other come. Time is at their back with all its Vanities, and Eternity before their 
Faces with its great Reali.jes. Howare their thoughts and diſcourſes changed in that terrible . 
hour, that will decide their States for ever > They did fooliſhly for themſelves; but then 
{peak wiſely for the inſtruction of others. . How piercing and quick are their apprehenſions 
then of Heaven and Hell, which before were neg'efted as unworthy of regard, or only 
touch'd the ſurface of their Souls > What amazement, what dejection of Spirit to find - 
themſelves ina ſad unpreparedneſs for their great Account ? The remembrance, that for 
the poor advantages of time, they forfeited Eternal Glory, and ventur'd on Eternal Mi- 
ſery, cuts more ſorely than the pangs of Death. But ſuppoſe they harden their Hearts 
to the laſt minute of Life, and are more ſtupid than the Beaſts that tremble upon a Pre- 
cipice, at the fight of extream danger, yet a minute after Death (O the heavy change! ) 
when they ſhall feel themſelves undone infinitely and irrecoverably, What fierce and vio- 
lent workings will be in the Mind 2 What a ſtorm of Paſſions raisd? But when Repen- 
tance will be with perfe& ſorrow, without the leaſt profit. There are no returns to: the 
poſlibility of Mercy. oa | Po 

I will conclude this Diſcourſe with a paſſage from the moſt humble and excellent St. 
a He bewails, in his Confeſhon, his long bondage under Sin. His Carnal Luſts 

er'd as cloſely to him, as the Ivy twines about the Oak, that there can be no ſeparation 

without eradicating it, and plucking the Bark off the Tree. He felt an inward continu- 
al Combat between the Fleſh and Spirit. He often ſhook the Chain wherewith he had 
voluntarily bound himſelf , but had not the reſolution to break it. And: thus for a 
time his falawont abhor'd what his Aﬀections were enclin'd to, and he was neither . © 
victorious nor vanquiſh'd. But when God was pleasd by his omnipotent Grace to ſet 
him at liberty, the laſt and moſt violent Afault of the Fleſh, and that which made his 
Converſion moſt difficult was this ; His Youthful Luſts preſented themſelves to his, Imagi- ; 
nation, and as that impure Miſtreſs did with chaſte Joſeph || ſhook the Garment of his Fleſh, _ Ros 
and whiſper'd, Will you renounce us? Shall there be a Divorce between you and your camean, & 
ancient Loves for ever 2? Shall not this or that deſire of the Senſes be contented for ever ? A p 
And what was that for ever? It only ſignified the ſhort remainder of his time after et 
Thirty Three Years, which was then his Age. And this is the moſt effetual hinderance of ie no erinue 
the reclaiming of Sinners ſtill. They will not be induc'd to make an irrevocable, un- 7 irs in 
reſerv'd dedication of themſelves toGod, and firmly to reſolve never to taſte forbidden memene i 
Greets more, but always abhor the reliſhof, them. But if it be ſo hard and intolerable }*.-; Ago 
always to abſtain from unlawful pleaſures, and much moreto ſuffer pain in the ſhort ſpace, is «rerun ? 
the moments of this Life, that .it ſeems an Eternity to Corrupt Nature, what will 
it be in, the true Eternity to be depriv'd of all Good, and tormented with all Evils, de- 
ſpairing of releaſe, or quenching one ſpark of that terrible Fire? O that Men were wiſe, to 


conſider their latter end, and the conſequences of it, their Mortality and Immortality. 
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| By the Evidence of Reaſon, and Divine A. 
MS Rel: pron 16 neceſſary for > HO One 
m3 + _ the wariet Religions inthe _ Tn 

I to conſider which is pleaſing to_ oY 

of his Worſhip. He has reve: : 

aring it with" : 2 
| of falfa y <a ntradiing Nat Ws | 

| Worſbi | in the manner of at, td 

Ou effeftual to reeſe theſe evils. . 

1 that Religion contains nothing mora DO 

ormance to all Nations. "Twas en enjon'd_ the Jews f rae A 
T he carnal Law was to expire at T- e coming of” the; TEEN 
| Pry to the Chri > that is all Life and | oo 

; _ ted; yo the baſes: 4; Ignorant. N _” 

bythe quality of the Ts,” netter becoming God to beſtow, en 

| nor Man to defire, | NY # I, 

Aving in ſome former Diſcourſes eſtabliſh'd and c 
| _ ligion, I ſhall raiſe the Superſtrucure. 
. the World ; that he obſerves our Moral. Attions,. 

of them in the future ſtate, and-diſtribute Eternal Rei 


proved by ſuch invincible Evidence that Reaſon 'cannot reliſt.” It fol 
N Religion is neceſſary both for the honour of God, and in order to the 


* * 


$\.- For we cannot conceive, but that thewiſe Creator in making all thin 
Glory, both in the manifeſtation of his own Perfetions, and that "hey ſh 
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as Impious, or Vain. Now, 'in this variety of Religiorts, *and every one contrary to | 
the other, 'tis nfteffary to conſider which 1s that ſpecial Way of ſerving God that is on- 
ly pleaſing, to mn. If a Traveler be diſtracted between ſeverat Ways, tte will enquire 
which leads to his Journeys end, and not go on with uncertainty. And is it not infinite- 
- Iy reaſonable to do that in the moſt, important Aﬀair, which any Perſon will do in the 
moſt ordinary ? To be indifferent ina-matter fo deeply concerning us, is prodigious above 
all wonder. For if the mcans we uſe to obtain the Favour of God, provoke his Anger, | 
our Miſery is remedileſs. But,alas! no raſhneſs 1s fo comman, as that of Mens pre- 1 


#. 


ferring'one Rehgion before another. 

How many falſe Religions are defended by whole Nations with that Zeal as if they 
were the moſt aſſured Perſons > When the Foundations * of their Belief and Adherence 
are {o weak, that did they call Reaforr to Conntd, they nmft be convinc'd of their Er- 
rors. They are led by vain reſpeQs to their Progenitors from whom their Religion is 

_ deriv'd ; and what they receive at firſt without diſcerning, they never diſtruſt; As if 
the firſt Inſtruftions were always true. They reſign up their Judgments to their Princes : 

And if humane Authority were a ſufficient motive in this caſe, then every Religion will | 

be ſaving in the Country where tiscſtabliſh'd by Law. | Nay-the Chriſtian Religion, cho | 

ſhining with an extraordinary luſtre, which juſtifies it to every onethat will but open his | 

Eyes to confideriit, yet is as injudiciouſly and careleſly received, as the vaineſt Religion 6 

inthe World.  Immumerable are Chriſtians in Te, without any folid conviction in their 

Minds, or divinechange in their Hearts, the effe&s of its Truthand. Goodneſs. . They 

are Diſciples of+ Chriſt, as the Tarks are of Makomet, by the ſole ropteflion of Examgp!e. 

Tn the diſcuſſing this matter I ſhall proceed upon ſuch Principles as are evident to the 
humane Underſtanding. *Tis a common Principle acknowledged by all Men, That God 
aloae. js to-preſeribe that Way and Order of Service wherein He will be Honoured, For this | 
Reaſon thoie who in any Nation/introduc'd a Form of Rehgion, always pretended to ; 
have Divine DireCtionrfor it. Now that God has ſignified his Will to Men in thismoſt 
important Matter, 'tis Moſt. reaſonable to believe. The || Philoſopher obſerves that 
ſuch .is the Providence of Nature, that the moſt neceſſary Arts for the ſupport of Eife 
- are eaſily learnt of all, In the rudeſt Ages Men were skilful to cultivate-the Earth, to 

govern their Flocks, to dreſs their Proviſions for Food. But thoſe Arts that were only 
tor delight, 'not abſolutely uſeful 3 as Muſick, Painting, Perfuming , Emboirdery, ec. 
required more S.udy and Skill, and therefore were more Modern.. And if | the Divine 
Providence has fuch a tender Care of Man, as to make the knowledge of ſuch things eaſie 
aSare requiſite for the Temporal Life, *'tis reaſon to believe he has not left him deſti- 
tute of thole means that are neceſſary for the obtaining Eternal Life. Now that the Chri- 
ſtian Religion alone 1s true, will fully appear, | : 

1. By comparing it with other Religions, that upon trial are convincd of open falſity, 
or that they are infinitely excelled by the Chriſtian in thoſe things wherein they have any 
reſemblance or degrees of Truth and Goodneſs. | 

2. By confidering it direaly, as to its Intrinfick Fxcellences, and thoſe External Su- 


pernatural Operations, that are the expreſs Chara&ters of God's Hand, which afford an 
infallible teſtimony of his approving it. | 
Before the coming of Chriſt into the World there were two ſorts of Religions, Gen- 
tiliſm, and Judaiſm. The firſt 1s utterly excluded upon the account of its groſs and pal- 
pable contrariety to the Principles of ſound Reaſon. 
I. By a fundamental error in the Obje&t of Worſhip. Idolatry then ſpread through all 


the Regions under both the Hemiſpheres. Now 'tis evident by Reaſon there is but one 
| truc 


| 4rift. Metap. 


MS ———— 


true God, an  Tafiniin: Being, the Maker and Governour of all chings; ;that. has alone AL, 
Divine Excellencies | in.himſelt, and a Divine Empire over us, and conſequently. is I 
worthy of Supream Honour. And what greater indignity can be offered to Him, that) 
the placing of Idols in His Throne? He .is a jealous God, ſenſible dw Ge: 5a a 
will not ſuffer any partner in his Worſhip. His Honour iseminently. -concern'd tq.vin- 
dicate His deſpiſed Deity. Tis a pitiful ſhift to alledpe that they: ed their thfer 
or God's with a lower and imperfe& Worſhip : For all Divine o fon: 15 Su an 
to be given only to the Supream God. . ides, what more debaſes Man than to 06d | 
ſecrate the flower of his Eſteem and AﬀeRions to unworthy Objects, and many times to 
things wherein were no (ſigns of Life, much leſs any ray of Divinity? - Tis evidenr 
therefore that the numerous Secs of Sup rftition were involv'd in the-moſt- wretched 1 
norance of God and themſelves. And 'tis obſervable, that no quarrels: were rais a 
amongſt the Heathens about the ſeveral Gods they worlhipped. For the Devil, the'irre- 
concileable Enemy to God's Glory and Man's Happineſs, was pleasd with -their deadly 
Errors. Let them adore the Hoſt of Heaven or i of the Earth, it was alike to ' him 3 
For they all diverted the Minds of Men from the ſole Object of Divine Worltup,. the 
true God. 


2. Gentiliſm was equally culpable i in the manner of Worſhip. [Thoſe who- ads 
Gods to themſelves, ordained their ſervice according to their fancies. ': But the true God 
that made Man will be worſhipped according to his own 'Appointmenlt.:»/Now if we 

confiderthat unintelligible variety of Religions __ the He Heathens; we ſhall 'have 
reaſon to conclude that there is no inſtance wherein exceſs: of Man's Native Blind- 
neſs and Depravation is more aſtoniſhing, than in the ways he has:deviſed for. the Ser- 


_ ving of God. This will appear by taking a ſhort general view of” the ng of Wor | 


ſhip 1n prattice among the moſt learned and polite Heathens. - 
The Greciaxs and Romans had more: Art and Improvement than the yY yet| how fri be Cres Gentium 
volous and extravagant, nay how impious were their ſolemn Myſteries? "The: ] @ ls pl «ff 


ſacra, the rites of Cybele, the Floralia, 8c; were mixtures of F olly' and F iehipels {oral 


Their Auguries by the flight of Birds, "their Preſages by inſpe&ing”the- {| inet 
Beaſts, and. the Smoke of the Incenſe, were: fo fantaſtick, that if ' onie'* had deſig 
invent thirigs ridiculous without the lca(t thew of Reaſon, it had 'not' been 
exceed them. They were very. curious about Trifles, 'and careleſs -'of real 'Vermue : 
And what is more unworthy of God than toimagine” that- He is pleaſed with little fonke 
leſs obſervances ſolemnly performed > They were afraid to ſoil therhſelves with imag 
nary pollutions, and inſenfibte of the deepeſtdefilements.”> Their (moſt: ſacred” My ThrA - 
werea covert for Uncleanneſs, and under the mask of. Religion the: baſeſt Villani 
were diſguized. But. I will not rakein thoſe inks of Filthinels. - /Now- what $9 more 
impious than to imagine that God is pleaſed with the*mioſt- ſordid, Luſts: 
named without violating modeſty, nor thought of without defiling the M 
infamous Ideas ?. But 'tis no wonder that ſuch! -pollutions were eſt6 
for they attributed to their Gods ſuch a&iorisas were* moſt unworth) « Aajunddacy 
The Poets. were the Chief Doors in their Church, ' Their Tales of the © Ropes, Sy In- MO 1 
ceſts, and ſecret Amours of their reputed Deities, were the rule of their Faith,-: Andivtat Tot; 
a pernicious influence this kind of belief had upon them, ' and how ——— it al 
was to their Gods, the wiſer ſort then difcover'd. It 'was. Cicers's' jaſt-*: 6f 
Homer, that whereas he ſhould have raiſed” up Earth to Heaven, inftrufted "Men: 
ACCOrd ing tothe purity of the Gods, he Forced down Heaven to: Earth,” Ink malls fr 
Gods to live like Men in this Region of impurity. *Tis the higheſt Glory of 'Man 
to be made the Image of God :in moral excallencies, and *tis the vileſt contamely” to 
God to faſhion himto be the Image of Man's vicious Aﬀettions. - 
Add further , that - Man was a Sinner, 'and under the righteous dif "leaſure of Hea! 
ven, all were compell'd to acknowledge: by the -Stings of Conſcience. ' But:what: miſe> | 
rable work has been made from the i gnorance and guilty fears of the Heathens, to'ren- 
der the Deity propitious, is manifeſt in” ſeveral inſtances, and'eſpecially-irr *their ccruel, 
ſacrifices of Men. This was their © xg in extream dangers, to purge their. Cities, 
and avert Divine Judgments.” 'As' if ſome eminent a&s of Sin had the. vertue of expia- 
tion. In ſhort, the deſign of ' Religion is to! procure the fayour of God, and to ſail + 
fie Man, both which are neceſſary in'order to his Bleſſedneſs 3 'but how ſung Gen- 
tiliſm was for theſe great- effe&s is manifeſt. Nay, on-the contratyz ſich a prodigiot 
mixture of folly and wickedneſs . makes it ſadly evident, that the variety of Relig ons 
among the Heathens, were but ſeveral-ways of diſhoriouring God; and periſhing” fo 
ever. It is farther to be obſerved, -that the Philoſophers of greateſt reputation,” adthir'd 
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PNG have expreſt an Heroick Magnaminity (to which they vainly pretended) inre- 
Chap. 1. Ce the Treadful torrent of Idolatry that overtlowed the World. But they baſely tem- 
hy rizd with the yulgar Heathen. 'Twas their declared Principle, that a wiſe Man 
ould follow the Religion of his Country, and conform 1n his external praftice with 
eſtabliſht cuſtoms, if he reſerv'd his Mind free from Philoſophy. Thus they extin- - 
guiſh'd the moſt radiant beam of the Deity, and robb'd him of his moſt glorious At- 
tribute, the Unity of his Efſence. And by this we may judge how unfit they were to | 
:nſtru& and corre the degenerate World, and make it truly better, when they ſuffer'd | 
Religion, the fountain ot all Vertues, to be corrupted, and the Worſhip of the only | 
true God, the-+prime and chief part of Picty, to be given not only to inferiour Objeds, 
but to Evil Spirits. Miſerable Phyſicians! - Whoſe care was applied to redref&-{ome 
leſſer evils that concern'd Societies, and negletted this mortal wound in the Heart® 'Tis 
a killing aggravation of their connivance and compliance with ignorant Idolaters, that 
they held the trath in unrighteouſneſs 5 and when they knew God, they glorified Him not 
Op as God , but chang d the Glory of his Incorruptible Nature, into an Image made like to 
| corruptible Man, and Birds, and four-footed Beaſts, and creeping things. This was the 
ſtate of the Pagan World till the Goſpel appear'd, and direfted the natural religious 
inclination of mankind into its proper channel to the only true God. 
2. The Religion of the Jews is to beconfidered. This the Chriſtians acknowledge 
with them, was Divine in its Authority, Dodrine, Moral part, Worſhip and Promiſes. 
God himſelf was the Author, and confirrm'd it by many illuſtrious Miracles. Tis de- 
livered in the moſt antient, authentick, and venerable Writings in the World. It in- 
ſtrucs us concerning the Nature of God, his Works of Creation and Providence, and 
the Judgment to come. It. commands the love of God, 'and to ſerve him only, and 
the love of our Neighbour as out ſelves. The Ceremonial part was a full convittion of 
| the guilt of Sin, a viſible diſcovery of the rights of Eternal Juſtice, and a powerful 
means to humble Men before the Infinite and Offended Majeſty of the Creator. It 
propounds Temporal Rewards, as the Marks of God's favour ſuitable to the Church 
_ then in its Minority, but under that Vail the moſt Excellent and Eternal Rewards. 
This Religion in its Ceremonial External part was to continue till the coming of the 
Meſſiah, and then to be aboliſh'd. To make this evident, I ſhall thus proceed : 
x. That the Ceremonial part containd nothing that was morally and unchan eably | 
good, for then it had been obligatory to all Nations, and from the beginning ;. whereas 
it was preſcribed only to the Jews, and after a long ſpace of time, wherein many 
Holy Men, <4 "+. HAN of that part of the Law, yet received a Divine Teſtimony 
that they pleaſed God. | 
2. "Twas of impoſſible performance to all other Nations; as appears by the 
Precepts concerning Sacrifices that were to be offered only in Jernſalem, and by the Levitical 
Prieſts, and their ſolemn Feſtivals ſo many times in the Year. Now the Worſhip of | 
God being an effential Duty of the reaſonable Creature, *tis abſurd to Imagine thatit E- 
neceffarilyconfiſts in ſuch things that cannot be done by all Men. 
3. G himſelf often declar'd that the Rituals of the Law were of no price with 
BL 90 him abſolutely confider'd. Bo : Es L | 
2 4. They were injoyn'd. the Jews for peculiar reaſons, principally that by thoſe im- 
perfe& rudiments they might be prepar'd for the times of Reformation. God had drawn 
in the Legal Miniſiration, numberleſs Images of the Mefſiah z their Temple and 
High Prieſt, their Ark and Offerings, with all their Ceremonial Service did fignally point 
at him. And this is an infallible evidence that a Mind ſuperior to Moſes's defign'd all 
that Work with a final reſpe& to Chriſt, that the Jewiſh Nation having the 1dea of him 
always preſent might not miſtake him when he ſhould appear. And that heavy yoke of 
Ceremonies, with the ſpirit of ſ{ervile Fear that attended it, was to excite in them 
earneſt longings after the Meſſiah, the Delire of all Nations, that with unſpeakable joy 
they might receive himat his coming, 
Now thatthe Legal Irfticution ſhould expire for the weakneſs and unprofitableneſs there- 
of, and a Divine Sacrifice be offer'd up of infinite value and vertue to reconcile God, and 
purifie the Conſciences of Men, was declared whilſt the ſervice of the Temple was per- 
Pſd. 4 form'd with the greateſt Pomp. Thus the Meſſiah ſpake by the Mouth vt David, Sa- 
| erifice ”= A offering thou doſt n20t deſire, y Heart ha thou opened ; Burnt-off, ering 
and Sin-offering haft thou not required ; then ſaid I, lo | come ; in the volume of the Book 
'tis written of me; 1 delight to do thy Twill, O my God. And the ſame inſpired 
Prophet declar'd when the- Levitical Prieſthood was in the greateſt ſplendour, that 
there was another order of Prieſthood than that of Aaroz, eſtablithed in a more 
pſd. xo, Wolemn manner and of everlaſting efficacy : The Lord hath Sworn, and will not repent, 
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hels art 4 Prieſt Ge ack ever after the 'order of Melthiſedec. | That' this Prophecy reſpected he! FAA, 
Meſſiab, even the Phariſees could not deny, For when Jeſus te prev askt them''whoſe: Chap: Is.) 
Son Chriſt wasito be > They anſwered,” 'David's. Andi demanding again; why Dagd i 
an d him Lord, in thoſe words of the Pſalms, The Lord ſaid wito' try rLarl; {# \thow'-ar. 
7y right band till I have' madet#hine Enemies thy' Foot-ſtool'? "They -conld-anfrver northit 
Their ſilence was a clear acknowledgment that the Meſliah was'the.Perſor there- inven 
| The Apoſtle alſo who' wrote to'the Jews, takes' it for granted by &heriainertolroattipor Heb. 5. 5. 
that Nation, that that Pſalm reſpedted the Meſſhah, 'andiprovesit was iccompliſhedin/ 
Jeſus Chriſt. Beſi des, 'twas foretold by the Prophet Jeremiah, that another-Covenafti 
ſhould be made, wherein the real benefits of the pardon of Sin, and-trae:Holinels that 
were typified by the Legal" purifications'/'atid © obſervances; ſhould: be conferred i on 
God$People. Behold, the: Days come, ſaith the Lord, that I will make a new Covenant with the' 
Houſeof Iſrael, different from his made with their Fathers when they came'out of the - Lantl of + 
Ht gyÞt, Twill put my Law into their inward parts, and write ''it'm their: hearts, and will 'be 
their God and. they ſhall be my People. And they ſhall no "more teach roery Man bis Neig h-' 
bour, and every Man his Brother, ſaying, Know the Lord; for they: ſhall . know we from- the 
leaſt of them to the greateſt of then, ſaith the Lord © For 1 will forgive their. Inimatits,  tid'[- 
will remember their Sin no more. In ſhort; there are aburidant: Dedarations'in'the *Pto- 
phets, that the Carnal Religion of the Jews ſhould expire, and a-Religivli 2ll' Spirit 'and- 
Life ſhould ſycceed in its place, and be diffuſed among all Nations. This was to be in- 
troduc'd by the Mefſhah. Thus Moſes foretold, The Lend thy Ged ſhall raiſe up a Prophet 
from among thy Brethren like unto me, Him ye ſhal Hear. "Twas the fingular - preroga-- 
tive of Moſes above the r<{t of the Prophets, that he was a Lawgiver, and Mediatour 
of the Covenant between God and Tjrael, * and accordingly the Meffiah was to be a 
Fo Lawgiver and Mediatour of New a Covenant,  /Now. if.he Moſaic Inſtitutions were to 
1 remain after his coming,the Parallel would not hold between them in thoſe prigcapel reſpeQs. 
| Beſides, 'twas prophe <d that the Meſſiah ſhould be a King fitting on hs Ms brong $0 Br 
vid, and commanding the Kings of the Earth, By which "ts evident\that -his | 
; | be of another Nature than hoſe of Moſes," that were proper 6tily to the 
{ find to the. Jewiſh: pale, but not forithe government. of the World: \Ank: whe | 
the Jews obje&, that ſome of their Rites were ordain'd to continue for. ever. The ane 
3s clear, that was on! y to diſti nguiſh them from ſome temporary injtin&tiong,. that wer: 
. of free only while they were 1n the Wilderneſs, or *whe en they were habitants. of 
Canaan, but were to be pracis'd in all places, til! by a new fignification/ of the Dirtoc 
Will they were forbidden. And 'tis obſervable that inthe: Jewiſh Lawthe' term: ſmijeder, 
when applied either to.a Man's, right, . or:to. ſervitude, ..imports only, a {continyange, to 
the Jubilee : So that thoſe Rituals were to continue in their vigour during \that -intire 
1i0d, and to be determin'd after the coming .of the Meſliai, .the OS) Jubilee dithe 
World. And that Jeſus Chrift is the promiſed Meſſiah is moſt evident, an thathistom- 
ing. was cxaCtly as he was deſigned, and was to be expedted ; © that he-had the power 
of working Miracles to authorile him-ro change the externals of their Worſhip and-Ser- 
vice. Brie! ly Judailg JOW. 1s but the Carcaſs of a_ dead: Religion, . and: the obſtinate 
_  adhearers to it, are ne {0 (cttiſbly blind, as to believe the moſt prodigious Fab! es 
\ as Divine Revc/atiof heir 7 and ſo reverenc'd by them, contains' intollerable 
Follies, nay Blaſphemie9 God. ' Ir regalat s his hours in the day;\ It relates'that 
he ſpends three in ſtudy 7 = and three more: \ioihe Aga ies 22 en tha 
dyed in their minority, and Wie. employs three in .takin e accounts of..the, W.grld, 
Ad in the three laſt diverts 'S yith Leviathans, i. br that. the night being came, 
(for they imagine that the Sun ſets Milyradife) he aſcends a Chariot I by he! {ivift- 
eſt Spirits, .the 5;-and Wiſits M:Eighteen Thouſand Worlds he reach; I ſhall 
not inſtance in any more of their extravagant Tales, not to be defended by. the pretepce 
of ſolemn Myſteries, and by ſtrained Allegories. This is ſufficient to ſhew that by the 
Righteous Judgment of God, for their rejetting the Truth of the Goſpel FAcy are: Hep 
| : _- up to believe Lies. 
Since the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, Mabumetanifm has overſpread 2 great part of the 
b, ' Barbarous World. But this carries in it ſach apparent and cert4in marks of. fallity 
that it can be no Temptation to any Perſon in whom there is but a ſpark of, 00d 
Sence. Whether we conſider, - 
x. The Author from whom it was derived: A Robber, one  drencht in nſality, 
and therefore utterly unqualified to be the revealer of the Will of the Holy God to 
2. The quality of its Dodtrines z ſome are ridiculous and' extravagant above ths rin 
nity of a feaveriſh dream : Some are pernicious, flattering both the lower 'Ap : tes 3 
the concupiſcible, by loſing its natural FAT, from exorbitant fleſhly Pate p —_ 
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"bo Chriſtian Religion proved by Reaſon. 
AL. iraſcible, by commending the violent opprefiion of others for the advancement of 
Chap- 2. Religion. | | | | 
SV 3. The means by which it had its riſe and: was propagated : It ſprang from impoſture ; 

-  Myahomet ereted an Oracle in his own Fancy, and pretended that the Holy Ghoſt de- 

ſcended there to-give his InſpFrations. Thus: he ſeduc'd at firſt: But having got a ſtron 
party, Force ſucceeded Deceit. The Sword cut its way through many Countries, An 

1$ it ſtrange that the People ſo fiercely taught ſhould follow the Religion of the cruel 
Conquerour ? Thus it was planted, thus it increaſed, and is ſtill maintained by the 
ſame-cauſes. 
.-4- The quality of thoſe who received it. They were Barbarous Nations, and abſo- 
lutely forbid to make an inquiry into the matters of Religion. And how cafie is it to 
make an impreſſion on the rude lump of the multitude > What wonder is it that-plea- 
ſant follies ſhould uſurp the belief of the ignorant vulgar ? ORE + 

. 5. It promiſes in the future life a Paradiſe fit for Swine, moſt unworthy the glorious 
Rewarder God, and the excellence of Man. - 'This is fo- evident, that Awvicer, a Saracen 
Philoſopher, and Mahometar pf nm ſpeaks with abhorrence of thoſe dreggy low 
delights, and on the contrary aflerts, that the heighth of Happineſs is in the perte&ions 
of. the Soul united to God ;; and thus vertually condemns their Faith, as repugnant to the 
diaates of clear Religion. 7 
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CHAP. II. | 


The Chriftian Religion direily conſidered. Previous Conſiderations, That | 
there was ſuch a Perſonas Jeſus Chrift, who conver$t in the World, and in- 
fltituted that Religion, is mo$& credible from the uniform teftimony of Chri- þ 
ftians in all Ages. *Tts equally certam the Books containing the DoFtrine 4 
7 Chrift, are tranſmitted without material alteration. The proofs of 

hriſtian Religion, though not equal in clearneſs to ſence or ſcience, yet are. 
| to. convince unprejudiced minds of its truth. The nrinfk Ez- 

" the Chriſtian Religion comſidered. The Dofrines of the 

el iLuftrate Natural Truths concerning God, and reveal what is fur- 

ſary for bis Glory and Man's Happineſs. The intire Agreement - 
them, The Goſpel diſcovers the miſery of Man in its cauſes 

and' degrees; and the means of his recovery. It repreſents a full and 
glorious Image of God's Perfeftions in the manner gg, cur Reſtoration. 

Therefore *tis worthy of all acceptation. The Clap Religion ſets be- 

ore us a Rule pure and perſpicuous, in nothing Mperfluous or defeftive. 

The Promiſes of the —_ are worthy of Gol, Fd ſuitable to the wants 

and defrres of Men. They offer the Pardon of Sim upon the Condition of 

Aepeance and Faith. The ſupernatural Aﬀeſtance of the Holy Spiri t: - 

be ſupply of our temporal wants, and ſupport under Affiictions. The Re- | 

ward of Eternal Life. | . 
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gative above the reſt, the more one ſearches into it, the more its Divinity appears. 
Whereas other Religjons may pleaſe a ſudden Eye, but cannot endure a ſerious tryal, 
Some things are to be premilſed. 4% 

x. I ſhall ſuppoſe it as a Principle above all doubt, there was ſuch a Perſon as Jeſus 
Chriſt, who converſed in the World, conſign'd the Chriſtian Dodrine to the Apoſtles, 
and by them 'tis conveyed to us in the New Teſtament. For in afferting it we have the 
uniform depoſition of all that profeſs this Religion, from its riſe till the preſent Age, 
and in all parts of the World. Though in other things of different opinions, yet they 
agree inthis, that Jeſus Chriſt wastheir Founder. Now who can better know the Au- 


thor 


I Will now conſider the Chriſtian Religion direRly in it ſelf It has this noble prero- | 
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Author of an Inſtitution Eccleſiaſtical or Secular, than thoſe who were admin into its - _ 
beginning, and thoſe who have ſucceeded in that order from Age to Age without inter- Chap. 


raption? Beſides, we have the conſenting and conſtant reſtinion® of Jews and' Hes 


the obſtinate oppoſers of the Chriſtian Religion, that its Nan: as well as Origins 


derived from Chriſt, ' We may with more Reaſon ſuſpeft, there were never "lick: 
Philoſophers as Plato and Ariſtotle, or that the Books which from theit times by univer-' 


ſal perſevering fame have bo attributed to them, were made by others, and put forth tm-' 
der falſe Titles, than to queſtion what is ſo generally receiv'd pb on A any of 
the Goſpel. 'Tis the perfeCtion of folly and madneſs to oppoſe ſuch evidence. 

- 2. TW equally certain that the Books of the New Teſtament are tranſmitted tous in 
their original purity, without any eros alteration. For it is incredible that the ſocie- 
ties of :(briſtians ſhould negleCt the preſerving incorrupt and intire, thoſe Writings which 
they eſteemed a moſt ſacred Treaſure, on which they built their hopes of Etertial Bleſ- 
ſednes It cannot be ſuppos'd they would tranſmitthemt to their Children, whoſe Sal- 


vation muſt have ' been Gar to - Saks than the World, otherwiſe than they received 


them. This were to charge them with the moſt ſupine careleſneſs, and unnatural cruelty, 
Beſides, the great number of Copies diſperſt through all places, and tranſlated into ma- 
ny Languages, and read in all Chriſtian Afﬀemblies, make the attempt to falſifie them in 


things of moment to be morally 1 le, This will be more clear if we conſider: 
many perſons wiſe and good, of excellent lear- 


that among Chriſtians there have been 
ning and vertue, and of diverſe Countries, that by their office were eſtabliſh't the De 
ſtories of thoſe preſent Writings. And is there any colorable pretence to imagine, | 
they ſhould ſuffer any notable alteration in them, much leſs conſpire to make a ch! 


in any Dodrines of Faith or Life therein deliver 'd? Togive reputation and credit to a 


lye, intitling it to Divine Revelation, eſpecially in matters of Eternal;conſequence, -is 


ſuch a black crime that none can be preſumed capable of, but one that has ntterly loſt 


his Conſcience. I fhall not here urge, "as the Immortal Providence of God is eminent- 
ly intereſted in preſerving the Scripturesin ſufficient Purity, It were a vile imputation 
» his Wiſdom and Goodneſs to believe that he would permit them: to be undiſcern- 
oy _— in points important to his own Glory, and Man's Salvation. Thus a 
d be laid without poſlibility of prevention, and the embracing Error in- 


= of Truth would be inttocent. But chis Argument thongh incomparably the beſt, 
wi that the Chriſtian Dorine deſcended from Heaven, the proofs of which are | 


conſidered. 

. I will not inſiſt on the proofs of all myſterious points of the Chriſtian Falth 
ng conſider'd, but propound the Arguments that evince the truth of that Religion, 
wherein they are expreſly and clearly contain'd, and from thence conclude that *tis moſt 
reaſonable to believe them. As in befieging a Town, the Afailants do not a ack every 
particular Houſe, but. vigorouſly preſs on to poſſeſs themſelvesof the Citadel that com 
mands the whole, and with that all the Houſes are conquer'd. That Divine Revdlatiori 
is infallible, is an acknowledg'd Principle by all Men: For Natural Reaſon diQtates that un- 


erring Wiſdom and infinite Goodneſs are eſſential ; of God; ſo that he canhotbe 


deceived, nor deceive thoſe that truſt in his Word. 

4- The proofs of the truth of Chriſtian Religion are of a Moral Nature ; and gn 
not of equal clearneſs with the teſtimonies of Senſe, or a Mathematical De nor ration 
are ſo pregnant and convincing, that the confiderin diſpaſſionate ſpwit fully acquiecſ =; 
in them, A Mathematical Demonſtration brings ſo ſtrong a Light that the Mind carnot' 
ſuſpend its afſent, but is preſently overcome by the' naked propoutding of the: Objed 1 
And hence itis that in - Mathematical matters, there are neither Infidels nor Pee 
But the motives of Faith are ſuch, that although the Obje& be moſt certain, yet the 
Evidence is not To clear and irreſiſtible, as that which flows from Senſe, or a Demon- 
tration, And 'tis the excellent obſervation of || Grotiw, God has wiſely oppoined 
this way of perſwading Men. the trath of the Goſpel, that Faith night | 
as an A& of Obedience from the reaſonable Creatare. © For the Argumen S hh 
belief, though of ſufficient certainty, yetdo not ſo conſtrain the mind'to give its ant, 
but there isprudence and choice In it. Not that the Will can make a direft imx effion 
upon the Mind, that it ſhould comply with its defire, ard ſee whatit does not lee. 
cannot make an obſcure objeſt to be clear to its perception, no more' than it can Gang 
the colour of viſible things, and make what appears Green to the Eye to ſeem Re 


$HJ\'Y 


But the ming enlightned by ſufficient Reaſons that the Chriſtian Religion i is from God, . 


repreſents it ſo to the Will and the Will, if ſincere and unbiaſt by carnal afﬀettions; 
commands the Miad not to diſguiſe the Truth, to make it lels credible, nor 6 palliad 
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Chap--2.. 


with, ſpecious colours the pretences of Infidelity. And thus the belief of it reſults 
from conviction and love,  _- | SALFETL, 
This moral evidence. is as convincing as15 requiſite to wake us ſteadfaſtly believe. and - 
obey -the Goſpel. Moral Arguments produce as ſatisfying certainty, though not ſo. 
palpable as thoſe drawn from Senſe. When there is a concurrence of Reaſons proper 
to the Nature of things, and the ſtrongeſt they are. capable of, by their united light they. 
diſpel all doubts and fear of the contrary. For: after the Underſtanding has deliberately 
and impartially compar'd the Motives and Arguments in favour of the truth of a thing, - 


and thole that contraditt it, and finds the moſt weighty n:ome1 ts ct Reaſon in one ſcale for 


it, and in the other nothing but Air and Emptineſs, it concludes without hefitation.-or 
ſuſpence that ſuch a thing is real. ' And as it 1s impoſſible that a Phyſical demonſtration 
concerning the exiſtence of a thing ſhould be deceitful, becauſe the two parts of,a con- 
tradiCtion, as of the being and not being of: a thing, cannot be true :.. So theres as it 
were an equal repugnance, that a moral Demonſtration, form'd upon the beſt Arguments 
the watter will admit, ſhould deceiverhe Mind. .It preſents the ob 
fo that the Underſtanding has an undoubted affurance of. it. _ : 

To proceed ; the intrinfick excellencies of the Chriſtian Religion will appear, by con- 
fidering the DoCtrines, Precepts, and Promiſes it contains, which are the effential parts of 
Religion. And.of them in general we may obſerve, | 


- , 


1+: The Goſpel illuſtrates and eſtabliſhes all the Natural Principles of Truth and Good- 
nels that are common to Mankind, the rule of moral Actions: And reveals all ſupernatu- 


Pe 
ral things requiſite for the Glory of -God, and the ſupream happineſs of Man , that 


reified Reaſon. upon the diſcoyery,..muſt acknowledge it came from Heaven, and in-- 


fllibly, leads thoſe who believe and: obey it to Heaven, | 
2. There is ſuch an intire agreement berween all the parts of the Chriſtian Religion 
for the accompliſhing its great end, as affords a clear conviction 'tis no humane inventi- 
on, but from God. As the Harmonious Compoſition, the -Beautifal Order, and Uni- 
form Prelervation of the World, 1s a ſenſible demonſtration that it proceeds from a moſt 


Wiſe, Powerful and Good Cauſe. Bo 
In particular, the Dodrine of the Goſpel contains beſides what may be known of 


God, and of Man by Natural Light, tvoprincipal-.points: An account of the Corrup-: 
tion and Miſery of Mankind in: its firſt cawies: Ang his Redemption effeQually accom- 


pliſh'd by the Son of God. The diſcovery of both is equally neceſſary to Man. The 
firſt makes him underſtand the depth of his guiliineſs, that he is incomparably more 
wretched than hefeels himſelf, clear> the Purity .and Juſtice of God in his dealings with 
Man, and prepares him by the affiifted tence of his condition: for Mercy. And the 


| knowledge of the Divine Redeemer powertul to reſtore him, 1s as neceſſary in order to 


his Duty and Happineſs. , For without it he would be always tormented with the mournful 
remembrance of his loſt Felicity, and harden'd in Dcipair. res 

I. The Chriſtian Religion gives a full Account' of the Depravation and Miſery of Hu- 
mane Nature in its firſt Cauſes. The Heathens teit an inſeparable permanent diſcord in Man 
between the upper Faculties and the lower Appetites, but were utterly ignorant of the 
Cauſe of it. Now the Scripture revea!s that Man in the Original frame of his Nature 
was Regular and Holy, a piece of Workmanſhip worthy the Perfeftions of his Creator, 
but he abus'd his liberty. to break the firſt Command, which was given for the tryal of 
his Obedience. He yielded to the inticements of 'a fallen Spirit, who was 4 Lyar, that he 
might be a Mxrderer, and by his revolt from God loſt his Holineſs, and made a forfei- 
ture of all the priviledges of his happy State. Thus the Fountain was tainted ; and 
Who car bring a clean thing out of an unclean By the offence of one Judgment came upors 
all to Condemnation. Every Man is now born a.flave of Sin, a tributary of Death. 


From hence it follows, that the moſt deformed Monfters in Villany, the moſt fierce Ene- 


mies of Religion ſerve to confirm its Truth, as well asthe moſt eminent Saints. . Theſe 


 ſhew the vertue of Redemption by the ſandity of their Lives, the other the corruption 


of Nature by their obſtinate wickedneſs. 


n 


2. The Chriſtian Religion inſtruds us that God ſent his own Son into the World in the 
humane Nature, that he might offer up himſelf an expiatory Sacrifice 'for the Sins of 
Men, to reſjore them to his Favour. This is a Myſtery above the flight of any created 
underſtanding 5 yet 'tis ſo termper'd and fram'd; there is ſuch an uniformity of 
Wiſdom in all its parts, it preſents ſuch a full and glorious Image of the Deity in all 
his perfeCtions, that it cauſes the higheſt admiration, and commands belief in thoſe who 
duly conſider it. The whole economy becomes the Majeſty, the Goodneſs, the Holi- 
neſs and Juſtice of God. His Supream Majeſty appears in his pardoning the guilty. for 
the ſufferings of another. For this is an infallible proof that he is above Law. And 


his 


ject without a cloud, 
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his inconceiveable Mercy is the only principle and fountain of our 


was abſolutely aac x00 to merit the Favour, or to repair the Honour of God, LOR Chap..2.; ; 
jur'd by his inexcuſable diſobedience. Repentance cannot produce ſuch great |effeds,, "Vx / 
What merit can there be in the forrowful Fnſe and confeſſion of that. which deſerves 
Eternal Death ? Beſides. an extream hatred of Sin, an ardent-love of Holineſs, ſerious 
Reſolutions to follow 1t whatever it coſts, (which is the beſt part of Repentance) was 
due to God before the commiſhon of Sin, therefore cannot be latisfation ; So. that pure 
; Mercy is the cauſe of our torgivenels. Moreover, God to glorifie his Holineſs in. de- 
f caring his vchement and irreconcileable hatred to Sin, and to preſerve the Rights of Juſtice, 
was pleas'd to appoint an All-ſufficient Mediator, capable. to offer himſelf an expiatory.. 
Sacrifice for Sin, and to give an infinite Valueto it. This was done by the Incarnation 
of the Son of God. The Fleſh and Blood he took of our humanity, was made Divine 
by union with him, and offer'd on the Croſs was full payment for our offences. . Thus 
Juſtice and Mercy triumph with equal Glory, being equally Victorious. For what is more 
honourable to Juſtice than fatisfaction equal to the offence > And what can more com- 
mend Mercy than the moſt free and undeſerved beſtowing the high price requiſite for. it 
Thus the Goſpel affords tous a juſt and compleat Ties of the Divine excellencies 
in the Redemption of Man. The deſign, manner, and the effe& are moſt worthy of 
God. Where might ſuch a contrivance of Wiſdom be fram'd but in the Divine Mind > 
Where could ſuch an excels of compaſhon be found but in the heart of God 2 Thus it 
became God who 1s Love, to magnitie his Love, to advance his deareſt Glory, and over- 
come our Guilty DiſafteQtion to himſelf. For while terrible apprehenfions of the Deity 
| |  pofſels the heart 'tis frozen with a ſtony rigor, which the hope of Mercy only can diſ- 
{ ſolve. Thus it it appears that the Do@Frine of the Goſpel 3s worthy of all acceptation. 

2. The Chriſtian Rekgon ſets before us a rule of Life pure and perſpicuous, in no- : 
thing ſuperfluous or defeCtive, but comprehending the entire Duty of Man, This was 
neceſſary in order to his recovery. For in his fallen ſtate the Law of Nature is active 
in ſome things, but dormant in others. The beſt Morals of the Heathens are daſhc 
with. impure permiſhon. But #he Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, teaches ws that 
denying ungodlineſs and Worldly luſts, we ſhould live Soberly, Righteouſly and Godly in this 
preſent World. It forbids all Sin in all its ap 4 not. only the confurnmation of it in 

the a&, but the firſt conception'of it in the thoughts, and defires. Which -argues that 

the Lawgiver was more than a Man, having afi inſpeCtion .into the Heart, which is only 
viſible, to God and only accountable to him. | It teaches-us to worſhip. God the ſupreani 
and pureſt Spirit with the higheſt eſteem, and with-purity of AﬀeRtions..; It injoyns all 
relative Duties to Men in a moſt perfect manner. What things we: would have others 


to do unto us, ſuppoſing 'our ſelves 1n their. circumſtances, we are obliged todo to them, 
This one Law of Chriſt eminently contains all others thatreſpedt Society. | This is the Pri- 
mitive rule of Commerce, and. direQs our carriage towards all Perions with Juſtice and 


EY; Kindneſsand Decence. The Goſpel alſo with reſpeft to our ſelvesgives: a per- 


rule to make us Holy and Blefſed. It teaches us the contempt of the World, the 
valuation of Heaven, the reſtraint of corrupted ſenſe, and the 'Angelical exerciſe of our 


L Aﬀe&ions. In ſhort, it commands the practice of all Vertues, and that we ſhould aſpire 
{ to the moſt eminent degrees in them. But eſpecially ite njoyns humility.and love to, God 
| the foundation and perfeftion of all Vertues, of which the precepts. of Philpſphy 
; . takelittle notice. Humility, that is, a lively deep ſenſethat nothing 18 properly: ours/but 
Sin and Miſery, ariſes from the conlideration- of our abſolute dependance upon God for 
our Being, and all the Benefits we enjoy in Nature or Grace. From hence gratitude 
4 \- ſprings. *Tis moſt reaſonable that our lives. ſhould be a continual expreflion of Obedi- 
_ ence from a noble and free principle of love to God, and be defign'd for his Honour, 
and that for all out advantages temporal and ſpiritual we ſhould arly glory in hize.  Inuthis 
Philoſophers were very defective: They confider'd Man with reſpe& to himſelf, or to Null Virtus 
| other Creatures without him, and accordingly the pores of their Precepts,. was a certain gm 1,41” 
1 ' moral honeſty, to do nothing unbecoming the reaſonable Nature, nar to break. the Civil 7riculourge 
[ Peace. But they did not conſider duly his relation to the Creator, ' in whowe he Tives, evieiras, Fe: 
1 moves, and has his being, from whom proceeds every good and perfe# gift, And by neg- &goie: we 
leting him, all their glittering ations were but a 'weak countericit, a dead reſemblance #*iem de- 


of real vertue. In their moſt eminent publick Works the praiſe of Men-was their-ulti- my = 


mate deſign ; and as ſome appear-Bold from Fear, they were Vertuous from Vanity. exigus vite car- 
If God be not the Principle, the Motive, and the End of what we do, there are. want- Pay | Fney 
1 ing the eſſential Ingredients of Moral Goodneſs, Now all theſe Precepts * ſhine with in labwitw + 


their native light, and carry ſuch evidence of their reftitude, that-our obedience may am? 


. come from an ingenuous filial Spirit ſatisfied with the reaſonableneſs of our Heavenly on Arch, © 
"I | ther's 
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AA” thet's Commands , and not be ſervik, only perform'd to the abſolute will of 2 Maſter. 


And can there be a more convincing proof of the truth of Chriſtzan Religion, of its Di- 
vine deſcent, than the Image of God's Holineſs ſo clearly impreſt upon it? And further ; 
theſe Preceptsare deliver'd with that plainneſs, and ſo proportion'd to the capacity of 
all, and yet with that Sovereign Authority, that 'tis reaſonable to believe that God him- 
ſelf ſpeaks, and it becomes Man to hear with reverence and ſabmiſſhon. The Goſpel is 
without the Ornaments of Art, yet its (weet facility is temper'd with that Majeſty, that 
'tis a ſenſible  charaCter that Divine Wiſdom compogs'd it. Bo I 

>. The Promiſes of the Goſpel are ſo worthy of God, and ſuitable to the wants and 
deſires of Men, that 'tis perfe@aly reaſonableto aſſent to their truth and goodneſs. This 


"EI by a particular conſideration of them. 
© "x7:-TheP oof 


| romile of Pardon to Penitent Believers. And in this we are to conſider the 
conditions, and the ground of its aſſurance to us. The Conditions are Repentance and 
Faith. - FIT. 
it. Repentance 1s a peculiar Command and Priviledge of the Goſpel. The Law con- 
fider'd in it {elf did not admit of it, nor give the leaſt hope of pardon : For it ſuppoſes 
Man in the integrity of Nature, and accordingly dire&s him how to pleaſe God and 
preſerve his Love, but propounds no means of reconciliation after an offence, There 
areno ſeeds of Grace to temper its-rigour. But the Goſpel is the Declaration of Mercy 
to the Guilty and Miſerable, upon ſuch terms as God may be capable to give Pardon, and 
Man qualified' to receive it. 'Tis not more true that God is the Judge of the World, and 
thatall 'Men ſhall appear before his Tribunal, than that Sin without Repentance ſhall not 
eſcape Puniſhment. To forgive the unreformed Sinner would ſtain his pureſt Perfe&i- 
ons, the inviolable beauty *of his Holineſs, the incorruptible reditude of his Juſtice. 


Such Lenity would have a pernicious influence on the corrupt World, by Sms. ang 


Men' to Sin without fear, and outragiouſly to break his Laws in confidence of Pardon. 
Therefore in the Evangelical Promiſe, Repentanceand Remiſhon of Sins are inſeparably 
joyn'd. Repentance 15 a preparative in order to our receiving Divine Mercy, and a 
ſtrong preſervative againſt Sin for time to come. The remembrance of thoſe ſorrows and 
fears, the anxieties and indignation againſt himſelf that Sin caus'd in a true Penitent, 
will make him jealous for the future of his Heart, and circumſpe& againſt aJl Tempta- 
tionsthat may betray him. Asone that has narrowly eſcaped conſuming- by Fire, re- 
tainsthe ide” of his danger ſo deeply impreſt on his mind, that upon any new occaſion 
his ancierit fearsrevive, and make him very watchful. Beſides, the apprehenſion of Juſt 
and Eternal V nce, makes' the Mercy of God ſo admirable, the ſence of his tender 
compaſſion ſo ſweet, that an humble believer cannot forget or negle& it. The for- 
giveneſs of Sin in'this way is not only an engagement, but an infallible cauſe of fearing 
to offend a God ſo greatand good. AO O02 _ Fed 

| And Faith is a qualification as requiſite for the obtaining Pardon; that is, a cordial 
entire receiving Jelit Chriſt as he1s preſented to us in the Goſpel: To reſign our minds 


to his Dodrines as our hs ride "to have reliance on his Sacrifice and Mediationas our 
* 


Prieſt z to yield univerſal chearful and conſtant Obedience to him as our King. And 
how congruous is it | that all who receive ſo unvaluable a benefit as forgiveneſs of Sin, 
ſhould thus honour him who procures it? 9 Ee Ip bg 

And the Goſpel affords the ſtrongeſt affurance that God is moſt willing' to Pardon 
humble and contrite Sinners. This is neceſſary for the relief and eaſe of -true Penitents. 
For when the enlightn'd Conſcience refle&ts upon the number and enormity of its Sins, 


the preſumption in committing them, *tis ready to be ſwallowed up with deſpair of 


recovering: the loſt favour of God. It cannot deviſe any means how to' appeaſe his 


incenſed Majeſty, and ſatisfie violated Juſtice : How a Rebel ſhould become his Son ; 
how one-condemn'd to By read ſhould be reſtored to the unfading 'inhe- 


ritance of Life. 'The cafe is moſt intricate and hopeleſs. | Now the Goſpel propounds 
means of Univerſal Sovereign efficacy to recile God to us; The moſt precions Blood of 


his. Son offer'd up a Sacrifice to expiate Sin, This ſprinkles all Nations, and in all Ages 
retains an undecaying vertue. This affords ſolid and everlaſting comfort to all ſenſible 
returning Sinners. | FLY og ot, | 

2. The ſending of the holy Spirit of - God to renew us according to his Image, 
and to confirm us againſt temptations in this mortal life, 1s another Promiſe of the Go- 


ſpel, and moſt requiſite to make us capable to ſerve and enjoy him. A happy temper of 


| Nature, the Precepts of Philoſophy, vertuous Examples, the ſeverity of humane Laws, 
are not powerful to regenerate a Man, and transform him into a new Creature. The 
may reſtrain the exorbitances of Carnal Appetites, but cannot throughly change the 


Mind and Aﬀe&ions. Were there any vital ſpark within, any ſeed of Holineſs'in Man's 
| COr- 
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_ our chief good. Firſt ſeek, the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righteonſweſs thereof, and_all 


Chap. 2., 
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with the greateſt diſaſters that befal him. But they took ſo high a ſtrain, that humane Loom 


Nature could not uphold. The indifference and equality of Mind they ſo much pre- Wk grow | 
| ura Pati- 

. oy. » f GM A ] F- "als Cic, lib, 

der all that feigned inſenſibility, and trae ſervitude under thatimaginary foveraignty of their 4: dead, Que 


unhappy Vertue inflames the wounded Spirit, and kindles in the breaſt murnwrings Kh Fei 
againſt Providence, ſo that *tis ſo far from making the afflicted happy, that 'tis rather &us, cum le&i- 


the ſeed of new miſery for the unequal diſtributions here. Chriſtian Religion alone © ” 


but allows that preſent. affiiFions are not joyful but grievous. It doth not Promiſe ar 4g 
exemption from miſcry : Nay itforetels that beſides the common troubles that rain upon au &:: 
Mankind, there are ſome proper to ſincere Chriſtians, to which they are expos'd upon # vitam imme-. 
the account of their Holy Profeffion. But it aſſures ther that all things ſh work fo- Menh Ln” 
gether for the good of thoſe that love God. As in mixt Bodies, the Divine Fower Is ſum fo _ 
admirable, in tempering the qualities of the fighting Elements in ſuch a manner, that than peniten- | 


what in it ſelf is a deſtrudtive contrariety, becomes only a diverſity, to preſerve the cotn- + aoctngand : 
pounded beings that reſult from them. Thus the wiſe and gracious Providence of econ.  - 2 
God makes all things, even the moſt adverſe, to conſpire for the final happineſs of his I 
faithful Servants. Their light Afﬀii@ions that are but for a moment, work, out for ther « M0 


far more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory. This makes them to poſſeſs their Souls in 
patience, to rejoice in hope, and to be triumphant conquerors over the greateſt pen 4 
MME troubles 
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troub'es. Who can diſpute felicity with that perſon who is upon certain grounds per- 
ook {waded that nothing ſhall ſeparate hime from the Toe of God ? Nay that the worſt evils he 

& > ſuffers promote his fupream happinels. For the afftlictions that befal a Chriſtian upon 
the account of Religion, render him more dear to God : And thoſe that are the ef- 
feats of his Sins, if humbly ſubmitted to, and improved for holy ends, confirm his 
Faith in the Divine Mercy. The Goſpel is that Paradiſe wherein the Tree of Life is, 
whoſe leaves are for the healing the Nations. 

4. Chriſtian Religion promiles for the: reward of Obedience a Blefſedneſs moſt be- 

- coming the glorious goodneſs of God to beſtow, and the reaſonable Creature to de- 
fire; that is, the perfcQion and fatisfaction of his moſt noble Faculties, in the clear vi- 

- fion and full enjoyment of God himſelf in a perfe& eternal ſtate, The Heathens 
wretchedly miſtook in their opinions about the laſt end of Man. There is a ſecret 
inſtin& in the humane nature towards a felicity ſuitable to the more excellent and 
divine part, but ſtifled under darkneſs and concupiſcence, that is become a ſecond na- 
ture. Reaſon 1s miſſed by Senſe after the fickle appearances, the deceitful vaniſhing 
colours of Good. And this is a certain indication that Man is fallen from the degree of 
his Original Perfeftion. For if it had been never corrupted, he ſhould enjoy with aſſu- 
rance true and compleat happineſs: If he had been always corrupted, there. would be 
no glimmering [des of an happineſs above what this preſent World affords, no inc'ina- 
tion towards it. This is the Spring of his Miſery and Sin, that the Spiritual Eternal 
Good is undiſcerned, unregarded, whilſt he ſeeks for happineſs in numberleſs vanities. 
The Philoſophers themſelves are extreamly divided, and miſtaken in this main point. 
This was indeed the Maſter-piece for which all their Philoſophy was deſign'd, and their 
Pretences to make this diſcovery gave them reputation. From all parts ſome cameto 
Athens, as the Univerſal Mart, to be furniſhed with felicity. . From hence ſprung the 

variety of Sets among them : By this Livery they were diſtinguiſh't. . For Philoſophy being 

the rule of Life, is ſpecified by the end to which it leads. From hence aroſe their ſharp 
contentions, every Set being concern'd to defend their Pal/adiunm., And as the Waſps 
fly about with noiſe, and: ſting thoſe who provoke them, and make combs 
| like Bees, but without Wax or Honey : Thus the Philoſophers were full of Glorious 

Preſumptions, were vehement againſt Difſenters, and had the appearances of Wiſdom, 

but afforded no certain light to dire& the Mind, no Heavenly motives to allure the 

Will. They were not competent nor ſincere ſearchers after true Happineſs. For, 

1. The Darkneſs wherein all Men are born, involved them, and without ſupernatu- 
ral Light could not be difpell'd. BER 
2. They were ambitious of ſuperiority : Every great Spirit was defirous to raiſe a Sect. 
\ to aft the part of a Kingin the Scene of Fame. Now by propounding a new Obje& as 
the bleſſedneſs of Man, ttey had the reputation of Sovereign Maſters. 
3. They drew a Pi&ure of Happineſs every cne according to their different conce 
_ tions and deſires. Epicarws ſet up the pleaſure of Senſe, as the chief Objet. And that 

Reaſon might be flexible to his inclinations, that his Roſes might have no Prickles, to 
prevent any melancholly refleftions after carnal Enjoyments, he denied the Divine Pro- 
vidence, and the Future Siate. Tis ſaid by ſome in his favour, that he intended a calm 
and peaceful Temper of Mind, a Felicity refin'd from the dregs of Senſuality. For this 
they alledge Epicarus himſelf depreciating Carnal Pleaſures, and extoiling Vertue as the 
great compoſer of the Soul. But in vain they waſh this voluptuous Swine : For, 

1. Thoſe Sentences of a more noble and generous ſtrain, might, as flaſhes of Lightning 
from a black Cloud, break forth of his Conicience in the midſt of the darkneſs that co- 
ver'd it, yet ſenſe might be his predominant Principle. : 

Dulces wolupts 2+ He was a crafty Spirit, and made ule of ſome þeautiful expreſſions to leſſen the hor- 
tes Epicurus i. ror that his Doctrine, nakedly propoſed, would cauſe in ſober Perſons. Sometimes he 
rerdum fic i#- ſpeaks with a grave Air asa Philoiopher, That true Happineſs conſiſts in the Pleaſures of 
vm loqui pure, the Mind. At other times, That there is no ſolid Happineſs but what might be taſted 
Os, andenjoyed by the Senſes. He was a Politician, and would not ſcandalize the ſevere, 
preterea ſit b- Nor alienate the difſolute from him. || Tx obſerves that the ſecrets of his Schoo)], 
= 7 Aa . the pernicious leflons of ſenſuality were not communicated to all : But thoſe who had in- 

Cie. 1, 2. d timate converſation with him, had afree indulgence for their luſts. | 
nm. , "ow. . Ariſtotle places Happineſs in all the PerfeQons of the Body and Mind, with the con- 
boa? ba. fluence of all External things as neceſſary Ingredients of it. But this only reſpe&ts Man in 
bniſſe, neg, ſe the preſent ſtate in the World: And were his Opinion true, yet his deſcription would 


permireer On- one Deſpair of obtaining that Happineſs. For how could any fingle Perſon expe 
an oe Union of all ſuch perfe&ions in himſelf as are not tobe found in all Men 
togetner ? | 
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The Stoicks aſſerted Felicity to conſiſt only in Vertue. But this is contrary to Reaſon FRALAH b 
and Humanity. For the union of the Phyſical good with the Moral is requiſite to give Chaps 2: - 0 
{atisfaftion to the faculties of Man. | | CE id 
Plato and his Followers, in whom Natural Reaſon aſcended as high as in any of the 
Gentiles, had a glimpſe of the true Bleſſedneſs of Man, as conſiſting in his likeneſs toGod 
and the enjoyment of him. But. their knowledge was ſhadowed with much Ignorance: : 
their hopes mixt with doubtful fears. They had rather ſuſpicious and wandring deſires, 
than ſolid apprehenfions and firm expeQations of it. $1 þ LE | 
5 Briefly, no ſparks ſtruck out of humane intelle&uals were ſufficient to give light or 
heat, todirect in the clear way, and to-animate againſt the intervening difficulties thar 
hinder Men inthe purſuit of Blefſedneſs. This was the ſtate: of the Pagan World , - till 
Light and Immortality were brought to light thro the Goſpel. The quality of this life isthere- 
in revealed ; *tis a pure and holy felicity conſiſting in the perpetual exerciſe of the moſt : 
- excellent ations the intelligent Nature is capable of : That 1s, in the perfe@t Knowledge, - _ 
and Love, and Praiſes of God himſelf. The ſubject of it is the intire Man, for this 
end the Body ſhall be rais'd from its Dead Sleep to an Eternal Life. . The place :is the 
higheſt Heavens, fram'd by the Divine Power for the Seat of his Majeſty, the Kingdom "Ml 
of his 'Love, wherein he will manifeſt himſelf to his Favourites. And can there be a © 
ſtronger attraCtive,a more noble inducement tomake us Holy ? Secular Rewards, as Riches, 3 
and Honours, and the like, are extrinſical to the Nature of Goodneſs; and to do' onar 
Duty with ſuch low aims and expeQations, is to be defetive in the beſt part. of it, the 
love of 'Vertue for its inherent excellence. But the Divine reward: is the perfetion of 
| Holineſs, the Glory of the Soul ; and the belief and regard of it has a powerful inflaence 
to make us truly good. The Faith jn this makes us victorious over all the Charms and = 
all the Cruclties of the World. For what can poſſibly come into competition with a Hap- | bm 
pineſs infinite 1n its greatneſs and duration ? ET: + vey 
I will only add, that though Heaven be ſo Rich a Jewel, that it needs no foil to ſet 
off its luſtre, to thoſe who are clear-ſighted to behold it; yet in a merciful compaſſion 
to Man the Goſpel reveals what will be the recompence of wilful continued Diſobedience, : 
an Eternal Hell, wherein the Juſtice and Power of God are terribly glorified. And 
what is more powerful to excite the ſenſual and ſecure, who deſpiſe the bleſſed hope, 


Sympeſ« 


n 


than the fear of an Immortal Death ? 04} £ Wi = 
* Now after this ſhort delineation of the Chriſtian Religion, let Reaſon judge whether 
'tis the invention of Men. The Dodtrine of it ſhines with ſo clear an evidence, the 
Precepts are ſo pure, able to inſpire us with true Holineſs, the Promiſes are ſo Divine, 
that every one who does not wilfully ſhut his Eyes, or turn them:to other things, may 
diſcern its Original to be from above ; that it comes from the Fountain 'of Wiſ- = 
dom, Holineſs and Goodneſs. What are all the produGtions of the'Earth'to this-ſacred — 
Preſent of Heaven ? If there be any ſhadow of Vertue in other Religions, here: the.rea- - 
lity is in the higheſt perfection, and ſeparate from all vicious muxtures. | Chriſtianity =) 
| enjoyns univerſal Sincerity and Purity of Heart and Life. It inſtruts:Man to: appear 
| what he is, by an humble acknowledgment. of his Sinful unworthineſs, and to be what he 
: appears, by an inward Love and real Pradice of that Religion of which he makes a Publick 
Profeſſion. It imprefſes a more noble Charafter upon Moral - Vertues, by: enjoyning 
| them from a Principle of Love to God, and direQing their performance to his:Glory, 
; than Philoſophy did, that commanded them only as agreeable to-+-humane: Reaſor 
; What are all the moſt beautiful Excitations of Philoſophy /to-the-high Motives of the 

| Goſpel? To apply our ſelves to the Writings of. the wiſeſt Heathens in order to our 

| Happineſs, and to negle& the Scriptures, is to be guilty of worſe Folly than the Barbarous 

Trois at Mexico, who though their Woods abounded with Wax, the labour of the 7. 4car. 
Bees, yet only made uſe of Brands, that afforded a little light with a great deal -of ##-*- 
ſmoak. Upon the moſt porta) inquiry, and exa& ſearch, Reaſon will conclude; c- | 
ther there is no Bleſſed. End for which Man was defign'd by his Maker, or. the Goſpe 


ly has reveal'd it, and the effeQtual means to obtain 1t. So that we muſt ſay with the Zeal 
and Aﬀedtion of the Apoſtles to Jeſus Chriſt, Lord, to whom ſhall we go © Thow buſt the Words 
of Eternal Life. TE = = 
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-_ Criſtian Religion proved by Reaſon. 


CHAP. IL 


The External proofs of the truth of Chriſtian Religion conſidered. Mina- 
cles are only perform'd by God. Why Chriſtianity was confirm'd by them. 
Le number of Chriſt's Miracles, the manner of his performing them, and 

 therr certainty, conſider d. The Miracles done by Chriſt to confirm his 
Dottrine, are an authentick Teſtimony that God approved it. The pretence 
of Libertines, that the Heathen Religion was confirmd by Miracles, 
clearly diſprovd. The rational aſſurance that we have that the Apoſtles 


were fincere and certain of the Miraculous things related by them of Jeſus 
_ Cirift, His Reſurrefion atteſted by ſufficient evidence. 


TE are next to conſider. thoſe external proofs of the truth of Chriſtianity, the 
V. Y- Worksof God himſelf, that ſeal our full aſſurance of it. I ſhall inſtance in two; 
Miracles, and the accompliſhment of Prophecies, , 

r.' A Miracle is a ſupernatural Work that requires an extraordinary Divine Power to 
effeftit, For none can derogate from the Utnverſal Laws of Nature, preſcribed from 
the beginning of things and time, but the Author of it. Indeed we do not exadtly 


' know the compaſs of that Circle wherein the Spirits of Darkneſs exerciſe their power. 


They may by the application of Natural means unknown to us, produce things that 
may aſtonifh, or by lying Wonders deceive Men : But a true Miracle is a Work reſerv'd 


to God, and poflibly to no leſs than Infinite Power. Whether it be a firſt or ſecond 


Creation, the forming a new Eye, or the giving a viſive power to that that was natu- 
rally blind, it can-only be done by his Hand. If we reſpe&: Omnipotency, there is the 
fame facility ; if the thing done, there is the ſame difficulty in the performance. If the 
Devils had ſuch a power, they might create a ſeparate Kingdom, and reign there. 
Now Miraculous Teſtimonies were grven to confirm Chriſtianity, that there might be a juſt 
correſpondence between its Doctrines and their Proofs. The Myſteries of the Goſpel in their 
Exiſtence are above all Natural Power, and in their belief above the Natural Underſtanding. 
Alt that Nature can door know, does not make them credible. ' Therefore 'twas requifite 


thoſe things ſhould be confirm'd by the Divine Power, that tranſcend the comprehenſion of 


Mn -D 


Humane Reaſon. Beſides, as the Myſteries of the Goſpetare ſublime,lo the Rewards are future >, 
and that the Geztiles might not pretend that the Preachers of the Goſpel! feign'd another 
World, and a Heaven, anda Hell, wherein the Souls and Bodies of- Men ſhall be glorified or 


_ tormented according totheir Actions in this Life; ſupernatural Evidence of the truth of 


thoſe Promiſes and Threatnings was neceſlary. / In ſhort, herein the Divine Goodneſs ap- 
peared, That as the true Religion'is neceſſary to the Salvation of all Men, ſo'twas dif- 
cernable by ſuch figns-as may convince all. For upon the fight of thoſe Divine Works, 
the ſimpleſt People were led by the! outward Senſe, to-an inward firm Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Theſe things being premiſed;, I will take a brief view of the Miracles wrought 
by our Saviour to give Faith to his Doctrine. 
_ *Tis recorded of - Moſes who was a Type of Chriſt, that after his familiar converſe with 
God;' as a Man with his Friend, deſcending from the Mount, his Face ſhone with ſuck 
an: exceſiive Brightneſs, as it were by reflection from the Face of God, that coming to 
the Tj-aclites to' deliver to them: the Divine Laws, he was fain to cover it with a Vail: 
Yet ſome «ays of\- that Miraculous ſplendor were viſible through that myſterious. Vail, 
on it was Moſes himſelf that direted and 'govern'd them according -to God's 
 Fhus when the Son of God came down from the Heaven of Heavens to inſtruft the 
World, he ſhadowed the light of the Deity with a Vail of Fleſh ; yet he was not ſo ab- 
ſolutely concealed under his Humanity, but that from Time to Time ſome Beams of the 
Divine Nature appear'd in Works ſo proper to God, that the Apoſtle ſays, We ſaw hzs 
Glory as the Glory of the only begotten Son of God. In the repreſentation of our Saviour's 
Miracles by the Evangeliſts, we may conſider their Number and Variety, his manner of 
performing them, and the certainty of them. 
1. Their Number and Variety. He went about all Galilee healing . all manner of 
Sickneſſes and Diſeaſes,even the moſt incurable ; the Blind, the Deaf, the Lame, the Puralitic, 


the 
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Chriſtian Religion þ Rea © 
the Bydropic, the Leprons, the Lanatic were cured. He'rais'd the D 
vils, Beſides his miraculous Feeding ſo many Thouſands: © his a 
raged Winds and Seas to be till, and a great Calm followed ; his Tratisfiguration be- ”* Y * 
fore his Diſciples, when the Beauty of Heaven deſcended on his Countenance to be © 
there more Beautiful, diſcover'd the ſenſible Preſence of the Drity in him. EET 

2. The manner of hiz performing them 1s very conſiderable, They were done in an in- 
ſtant, by abſolute Dominion over Nature. 'Thus when he faid to the Leper, I wif 
be thou clean, immediately his Leprofie was cleanſed. Thus when the faithful Centurion 
addreſt himſelf to him, ---- only ſpeak the word, and my Servant ſhall be healed. He anfwers- 
ed,\ Be it done unto thee as thou believeſt; and his Servant was healed, \|&c. both ex- 
prefſions of Command and Empire. And his words to the Blind Man, Receive thy 
Sight, had the ſame Creating Efficacy with thoſe, Let there be Light, and there was Light. 
Thus with Authority he commanded the unclean Spirits, even the moſt furious and ob- 
- ſtinate, and they were expelled from their Manſions wherein they had revelled a long time. 
Thus by the meer A& of his Will he revers'd the order of Nature. When the'Wi- 
dows Son was carrying to the Grave, He only ſaid, Toung Mar, I ſay unto thee Ariſe ; 
and he that was Dead ſate up, and began to ſpeck, Now in this reſpe&t, the power of 
Miracles in Jeſus Chriſt was tranſcendent above that that either Moſes, or the Prophets, 
or the Apoſtles had. *Twas derived to them by favour and commiſſion from an extrin- 
ſick ſuperiour Principle, the Omnipotence of God ; but 'twas inherent in his Perſon; 
the Natural proper Attribute of his Deity, and prov'd Him to be the Son of God, the 
Lord of Nature, viſible in hamane Fleſh. In all places this Blefſed Vertue proceeded 
from him. oo vs Eg £H5-TRg 1 

3- The certainty of his performing them was ſo great, that no ſhadow of ſuſpicion 
could remain about it. Vitravize the Maſter of Architects gives advice to thoſe who bailt 
Temples to A#ſculapins, or any other of the Heathen Deities that were invecated to the NN, 
Sick, that they ſhould chooſe ſuch places as were open to the moſt favourable AſpeRs urn oy 
and Influence of the Heavens, where there was a well-temper'd Soil, clear Air, pure corpora 4gr.4 
Springs of Water, that Diſeaſed Perſons coming from unhealthy places might obtain Reco- CO. 
very ; and what was the Benefit of Nature might be attributed to the Divine Vertue' of tibu, ſalubri- 
FMiſculapizs. Thus that Idolater counſell'd for the Honour of his Falſe Gods. Bt in this ly rr 
he judged aright, that the power of the Deity was believed and honoured by Men pro firahurur, c- 
portionably to the Cures that were received from him. How much more when done-by qr F-4js_ og 
an undoubted Miracle 2 Of this the People the numerous SpeQators were ſo convinc'd; that ciens, ut ex ne- 
they ſaid, When Chriſt cometh, the expeFed Deliverer, will he do more Miracles thai ** hed majo- 
theſe which this Man has done ? The Phariſees themſelves could not deny the Effedts; _ pn po 
but would not acknowledge the true Cauſe. | Envy was more powerful in their Breaſts Pivinitas exd- 


than the cleareſt Evidence. Therefore to invalidate his Authority, they aſcrib'd ſome of x jg 


e = 


his wonderful works to the Prince of Devils. But this pretence was ſo void of all Rea- 
ſon, and'full of Impiety, that nothing but inveterate malice could ſuggeſt it. For 
would the Devil deſtroy his own Ringeloa ? Is he ſuch a lover of Holineſs as to Autho- 
riſe the moſt perfe& Maſter of it by a compliance with his Will> Thoſe proud Spirits 
are ſervileonly in appearance, and when they ſuffer themſelves to be commanded. by 
Men, *tis always with defign to eſtabliſh and increaſe their own Dominibn.: Therefore 
the moſt famous Sorcerers obſerve ſome Rites by the Devil's preſcription,” and'in the uſing 
of them acknowledge his Power. But our Saviour had a Sovereign” Empire: over them, 
and ejected 'thern/ not only from the Bodies, but from the Soulsof Men,” ſubduing by 
his Holy Doftine the: Power. of Sin, wherein the Kingdom of Satan conſiſts. From 
hence he argues, If I by the Finger of God: caſt out Devils, then is the Kingdom of God 
come unto you. \ And hence it was, that he charges them with ſef-condenining Obſti- 
nancy. For if the Gentiles were inexcufable for not Acknowledging and Honouring 
God, ſo clearly manifeſted in the Works of Nature, the Jews were as inexcufable, - for 
rejetting Jeſus Chriſt, ſo powerfully declared to be the Son of Got "by. ſupernatural 
rations. | | _—_ IM runs erica 
Add further, that in his loweſt ſtate when he' ſeemed to' be utterly forfaken of God, 
yet then his Innocency and' the Divinity of his Perſon were miraculouſly teſtified : 
For at his Death, even inſenſible Nature as if it had been capable 'of Knowledge' and 
Aﬀettion, was in the moſt aſtoniſhing, diſorder, as reſenting the Paſſion of its Lotd. oe " 
The Sun was Eclips'd in a time and place againſt all poſſibility. of Nature. For tht ;n ſome other 
Moon was then in Oppoſition to it, and'in its Full, andm an inſtantpaſt a balf Ci Cle extrawdinay 
_ of the Heavens to interpoſe between the Body of the Sun and'the Eafth, that the” Air at 
Noon-Day was Darken'd as at Midnight. This compell'd the Roman Centurion to ac- 
knowledge that he that ſuffer d-was the Son of God, And his Reſurrection mo the 
, rave 
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Chriſtian Religion proved by Rea ſon. 


ALA Grave was 2 viſible Argument to confirm his Doctrine; for that God would not ex- 
Chap. 3. ert his extraordinary Power to confirm a falſe Dodrine, in a matter of infinite moment, 
WY — that fo nearly concerns his own Glory, and the Salvation of Men, there js ſufficient 


aſſurance from his Wiſdom, Truth and Goodneſs. Was there ever any Prince that 
would permit an Uſurper, in his own Preſence to make uſe of his Royal Seal, to Autho- 
rize by Commiſſion his Subjects to rebel againſt him > And would God have ſuffered a 
Deceiver to work Miracles, and thereby obtain Divine Honour from Men, the incom- 
municable Right of the Deity 2 Nay, it tad. not been a bare Permiſſion, but a poſitive 
A& of God himſelf, it being impoſſible that any other ſhould do them. Or, would God 
who is the prime Verity, work Miracles to give credit toa Lye, and violate the Honour 
of his Eternal, moſt Perfe& Veracity? Or, is it conſiſtent with his Infinite Good- 
neſs, to make a Deluſion ſo ſtrong, that the moſt ſincere would be in great danger 
to be overcome by it? Therefore the Apoſtle urges it. as an uncontroulable 
Argument of our Saviour's Divine Miſſion z Te Mere of lirael bear theſe words ; Jeſus of 
Nazareth, « Mar approved of God among you, by Miracles and Wonders, and Signs 
which God did by him in the midſt of you, as you your ſelves alſo know, Thele were proofs 
of the greateſt vigour, to induce the World to believe that he came from God, to make 
known his Counlel for-the recovery of loſt undone Mankind. 
Tis faid by Libertines, that the Heathens tell miraculous ſtories to confirm their Reli- 

gion, that their Hero's deſcended in a right line from ſome Deity ; and not-to- inſtance 
in many particulars, they boaſted of Apolonivs Tyanews as one that vied with Chriſt 
himſelf in wondesful works. But this ObjeGtion 1s eaſily refuted : For if Paganiſm had 
2 miraculous Power attending it, why did it not make uſe of it to diſcredit that 
Power that Authoriz'd Chriſtianity in the time 1t made fierce War againſt it > If equal to 
it in Divine Power, and incomparably ſuperiour in humane aids, how came it to paſs that 
the weaker prov'd victorious, and the ſtronger was put to flight? 'Tis evident there- 
fore the pretended Miracles of Paganiſm, were Works of the Devil, not to be compar'd 
with what was done by an Almighty Hand. 

If it be again objedted, That the relation of the Miracles as perform'd by Jeſus Chriit is 
from his Diſciples, who favoured his Perſon and Cauſe, and therefore may be juſtly 
ſuſpe&ed. I anſwer; The vanity of the Pretence is apparent : For if they had artifi- 
cially fram'd a Narrative of extraordinary things as done by him in that time wherein 
they wrote, and in the view of many, how eaſfje had it been to expoſe themto the juſt 
ſcorn and hatred of all for their notorious Falſhood, and infatuated Impudence ? But = 
were never accus'd of this. Nay ſuch was the number, clearneſs, and greatneſs of his 
Miracles, that the uncontrouled fame of them forc'd his Enemies in After-Ages to ac- 
knowledge their truth. The Jews in their Talmud confeſs he did Wonders, but give ſuch 

aridiculous Acconnt of the Means by which they were done, as betrays the weakneſs 
of their Reaſon, and the ſtrength of their Malice againſt him. And his Apoſtles, with 
their Succeſſors, in Preaching the Goſpel, wrought Miracles ſo frequently in the face of 
many Nations, that thoſe who were moſt obſtinately' averſe from ſubmitting to it, 
could not deny what was viſible to Thouſands, and that Miraculous Power they always 
aſcribed to the Name of CHRIST: So that there is no colour for jealouſie, as if 
his Miracles recorded in the Goſpel were not true. | 


c 


But becauſe the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt is the great Principle upon*which all Chriſti- 
an hopes depend, I will ſhew that we have all the rational afſurance of it, that it is 
capable of. This being a matter of taCt done many Ages paſt,is to be proved by Teſtimony 
And firſt, *tis worthy of Obſervation that the Providence of God is concern'd to Autho- 
rize this manner of proof that is abſolutely necefſary for the preſerving Humane 
Societies. *Tis of little importance, whether the truth'of things be diſcover'd in ſpecu- 
lative Sciences, or the appearance of it deceive the Inquirer. Tis no wrong to the 
Commonwealth, that! an Aſtronomer miſtakes in his dimenſions of the magnitude of 
the Sun ; for his Errour does not lefſen its Benign Influences ; ſtill it ſhines and cauſes 
the Spring and Autumn. 'Tis of little Importance that a Philoſopher 1s deceived in his 
ſearch after the Principles of mixt Bodies : For, notwithſtanding his miſtake, Animals ill 
live, and move, and perform all the FunCtions ſwtable to their Nature. But in Judgments 
that reſpe& matters of Fa, if the Truth cannot be known by Teſtimonies, the civil fe- 
licity cannot long ſubſiſt. For the unjuſt diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments is 
neceſfarily ruinous to the Being of the State. 2g it is credible the Divine Providence 
that reaches to the ſmalleſt parts of the World in ſuch an admirable manner, ſhould leave 
the condu&t of humene affairs, even of the greateſt moment, to a deceitful Light? And that af- 
ter the moſt diligent ſearch and caution has been uſed, the reſult ſhould be only wavering 
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In particular, if we conſider the Number and the Quality of the Witneſſes of Chriſt's © : 
| Reſurrection, and the Circumſtances oftheir Teſtimony, we ſhall-have (0 dear convidti- 
on of its truth as may induce us moſt firmly to believe it: Ido not now ſpeikof a Divine 
Faith, that Supernatural Light that makes. us acquieſce in things becauie God has ire 
veal'd them z but of a Rational Humane Faith, grounded on juſt arid powerful motives, 
which is preparatory for the Divine, © ef a i Ts 


the Athenians, I call all the Gods and Goddeſſe ' I ſhall: ſay - 


Honeſt Man in an important matter , | t exquiſite Oa 

and far-fetch'd Imprecations, by ' which a Lyar would give | credi his' Impoftu 

Now we have ſtrong proof of the Integrity of IT Jes. If ar inflexible Fidliry 
' and conſtant Truth were qualities ſo remarkable 'in the Community of the Primitive 
i Chriſtians, that the Pagar * Judges themſelves were conſtrained to acknowledge it,” Cer> * Plin. in &pift. 
; tainly they were found more eminently in thoſe by whoſe Dodrine and Example th 


form'd themſelves. And asit is impoſhible to poſſeſs this Vertue  ( ſo ſtriftly* united to 
Juſtice) in an excellent degree, without having all the others; ſo 'tis evident they were 
adorn'd with all Moral Vertues. For their lives were above theleaſt reproach-and charge 
of their implacable 'Enemies : ' So- that they were fain to make expreſs Laws againſt their 
Profeſhon, to render them guilty in Appearance, Beſides, the circumſtances of their- 
Teſtimony make it very valuable, a ra TARS LENT ES > 
I. 'T:was not built on the report of others. Meer hear-ſay is very deceitful, and of- 
ten like a Contagion paſſes from Ear to Ear, and blaſts the Reputation of the Tnnocent 
with eaſie and'credulous Perſons. But a Teſtimony from gh makes impreſſion on the ' 
belicf of wiſe conſidering Men. Now we have undoubted Afſurance of  Chrift's 
Reſurreftion from the the clear and concurrent depofition of their Senſes: What we 
have heard, and what we have ſeen with our Eyes, and what we have handled of _ the Word 
of Life, ſaith 'the Apoſtle St. Foby. ' OD ang 
. --2.. The uniformity of their Teſtimony .renders it convincing, If any materjal con- 
tradition be between Witneſſes, 'tis an infallible mark of their Forgery.” 'But the Apo+ 
ſtles agreed not only in the ſubſtance, but in the particularity ot the Fat. In vain 
Porphiry and Julian rack'd their Wits to find ſome contrariety in their Relations. An 
impartial Inquirer muſt acknowledge all their Obje&ions to be meer Cavils, and effefts 
of Malice. os 
. There were no Motives to corrupt them. 


oo 


_ 
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it was to prevent a great diſorder among the People. © But *tis 
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ES by the heat of the Spirits in the Brain, that. thoſe painted Scenes ſcem to be, as real 
Cas. ge ſubſtantial Obje&s, we ſee, hear and touch. But ſound reaſon can refle& upon it 
WA ſelf and extend its view to the Operations of all the other Faculties, and obſerve the 
juſt and certain difference be:ween Chimeras in the imagination, and things really exi- 
ſtant. It. comprehends diſtintly and with aflurance, that it is not diſturb'd, and that 
the Internal and External Senſes are diſpos'd for their regular Operations. It conſiders 
that the Pagearts of Fancy moving in a Dream vaniſh in a moment upon waking. But 
real effedts perceiv'd by the Senſes in their full exerciſe are more conſtant and durable. 
One may be wounded in a Dream, yet teel not, loſs of Blood or Strength when he is 
awake. But the Wounds received in a Combat. are ſometimes rebellious againſt the moſt 


Patent Remedies. Now to apply this to the preſent ſubjzCt. 


5 it in the leaſt degree probable that a vain ſhadow 1n a Dream ſhould make an indeli- 
ble impreſſion on the Memories of the Apoſtles, and their waking Thoughts ſhould not 


diſcover the Deceit ? Nay that it ſhould: inſpire, them with invincible courage to aſſert 


«1 


that, Chriſt was truly. riſen ? Or who can with the leaſt. colour of Reaſon accuſe the 
Apoſtles of ſimplicity or atty diſorder of Mind, when ſuch are equal, uniform, and ſtrong 
light ſhines in all their, Writings? Whereas the Diſcourſes of Fools or diſtrafted Per- 
ſonsare unſhap't Abortions of the Mind, beginnings without a regular progreſs, or if 


, 5 


» 


there be any. coherence 'tis ſhort, and always attended with ſome notable extravagance. { 
Belides, the conſtant order of their Lives and Ations was a certain proof of the compoſed- l 

- neſsand wiſdom of their Minds. | eps OY 
- To ſum up briefly what 1s convincing that the Apoſtles were ſincere and certain 
in their Teſtmony. How could they be deceived when they ſaw ' him do Miracles, or 
by his power did the like ? Did they all Dreamin a Night, that they ſaw him appear after 
his Reſurreftion? What could impreſs on them ſuch a ſtrong belief of that, of which 
the Senſes were the proper Judges? Or could they conſpire to invent ſuch a falſhood, and 
ſocaſily to be convincd, with the leaſt rational hope that the World ſhould believe them? 
How was it likely, conſidering the variable Humours of Men, but that ſome of them- - 
ſelves either by violent tears, or attraftive hopes, ſhould be prevailed on to diſcover the | 
Fiftion, and leave their Party > What could. inſpire them with ſuch a falſe ſecurity, 
to deſpiſe the greateſt Dangers, and ſuch a fooliſh preſumption, to undertake the greateſt i 
Difficulties ? How could they expett to induce the World to Believe in and | Worſhip S 
One jgnominiouſly put to Death ? After ſuch a. convincing evidence, what..can Reaſon, FF 
nay Suſpicion Obje& with any colour to weaken their Teſtimony ? The Motives of Credi- 
bility are ſo ſtrong that we may beas truly ſatisfied of the reality of the things related 


; Fd 


by the Apoſtles, as if we had bcen ſpectators of them our ſelves. 
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CHAP. IV. 


The accompliſhment of Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah, in Zeſus of Na- 
zareth, is an unanſwerable proof that be was ſent from God to Redeem 
the World. The Circumſtances of his Birth, the Aftions of his fe 
bis Sufferings and Death clearly foretold. The irreparable ' Deſtruttion 

of the State of the Jews was foretold as the juſt Puniſhment for their re 

edting of the” Meſttah. That terrible Event is a continual Proof that 

Jeſus Chriſt was what he declar'd himſelf to be, the Son of God. 


_—_ 


The Converting of the Gentile World to the Knowledge and Service 
of the true God by the Meſliah was foretold in the Scriptures ; and is 
© wifibly fulfil'd. The Accompliſhment of this Prophecy by the moſt un- Z 
likely means, againſt the ſtrongeſt Oppoſition, us mam lll the Effet 0 I 
Divine Power, and is ſufficient to*convince the Fewiſh and Heathen Infide= | * 
lity of the truth of Chriſtianity. | 


THE Accompliſhment of Prophecies concerning the MESSIAH his coming in- 
Þ to the World, the Work he ſhould do, his Sufferings, and the Conſequences of 
them, afford undeniable prcof that Jeſws of Nazareth came from God tor our Salvation. 


Pre- 
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Preſcience of things to come, and independent 6n the fſetled courſe and otder of Natural AAS 
Cauſes, is an incommunicable Prerogative of God. His .Eye only can pierce the thick Chap, 4: 
vail of Futuri:y, He has an open unconfm'd proſpet of all things that were, -are, EW vg 
and ſhall be. Such perfeCtion of knowledge tranſcends Angelical Minds. *Tis more 
ealie for the Devil by an adventurous imitation to counterfeit Miracles, ' than: to give 2a 
clear and diſtinCt Prediction of things to come that depend on Free Agents. From hence ! 
it was that he gave reſponſals ambiguouſly, to conceal his ignorance of Future Events, 
and leftthoſe who conſulted his Oracles dubious and hovering in what ſcnſe to under- 
ſtand them. God alone could inſtruct the Prophets to foretel things at fach a diſtance; 
eſpecially conſidering ſome of them are ſupernatura), and others contingerit from the 
wavering . of S:cond Cauſes, Now the'ſeveral Prophecies of Jcſus Chriſt if united to- 
gether, make ſuch an entire deſcription of him, that they ſeem rather Hiſtorical Narra- 
tives of what 1s paſt, than Preditions of what was to come. arm to the Pro- 
phecies, he was Born of a Virgin, a Branch of the almoſt extinguiſh'd Family of Da- 
vid, Born in Bethlehem, Uſher'd in by a forerunner, meek, lowly, juſt, and a'worker 
of Miracles. Therefore when John the Baptiſt ſent ſome of his Diſcples to enquire 
whether he was the Meſſzah that ſhould come, Our Saviour gave no dire Anſwer 'in 
| | Worls, but referred them to his Works, that gave a full and real Teſtimony concerning him, 
, Go tell John the things which ye do hear and ſee 5 the Blind receive their Sight, the Lame | 
6 Walk, the Lepers are Cleanſed, the Deaf Hear, the Dead are Raiſed np, and the Poor have 
' the Goſpel Preached to them: That comparing his Miraculous Operations for the 
| Recovery of Humane Bodies, with the Prophecies, there being a perfe&t Agreement be- 
tween them, and both undoubtedly from God, they might ws that clear and certairi 
Character acknowledge him to be the Promiſed Meſſiah.-.- 'Tis an Obſervation of St; 
Anſtin, That the Son of God foreſeeing the perverſe Interpretations that his Enemies mi 
would make uſe of to darken the Luſtre of his Miracles, accuſing him as a ſolemn Magji- i 
cian that wrought by the force of Inchantment, that ſuch a falſe Perſwaſion tnight not 
prevail, ſent the Prophets before his coming into the World. From hence the Saint 
argues to repreſs thoſe impious Calumnies: If by Magical Arts he did ſuch Wondets as 
to conciliate Divine - Honour to him even fince his Death, was he a Magican before he 


The Blaſphemous Derifion of the Prieſts and People the Spedtators of” his Death, - AP 


that ſee me, laugh me to ſcorn, they ſhoot out the Lip, they ſhake the Head,” ſaying, He tru 
| ! Fm ſeeing he delighted in 'him - 
His words ſpoken in the heighth of his Diſtreſs, My God, my God, why If thou for- 
faken me 2 "The Prophet Iſaiah repreſents the Ignominy and 'Torments of his Paſlion, - J« ch. 52, 
I gave my Back to the Smiters, and my Cheeks to them that plucked off the | Hair; T*bidl 53 
not my Face from Shame and CT; - And by the Eyes of his Mind ſaw hint 'Cracifred 
between two Thieves ; He was Named with Tranſereſſors + And 'a$ preſent at his moſt 
Aﬀe&ionate Dying Prayer for his Enemies, Father, forgive them, they kyow not what: they 
$* do ; obſerve, that he made interceſſion for Tranſgreſſors. Thus as ſeveral Painters 'that 
Þ# | would draw divers Copies from the ſame excellent Original, are intent to view its vari- 
1 - ous Aſpeds, ſome direQt'y, ſome on this and the 'other ſide :' So the Prophets, as*if they 
had been the Spectators of his cruel Sufferings, copied from the Life, every 'one that 
_ that the Holy Spirit aſſigned to them. Now how was it poſlible, -if not inſtrufted 
y Omniſcience, that being ſo diſtant 1 Time and Place, and. ſo long before tlie Ac- 
compliſhment, they ſhould concur in ſuch an exa& deſcription of what ſhould- befal the 3 
Meſſiah >? Men are not Prophets by the -— *N of Reaſon : ' As Nature 1s not {fbje : ky 0 
at hh | .. 11 hpi 5.1 33S VE THERE DINE _—__ 
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-<AA their Power to work Miracles, neither 1s Futurity open to their View, to compoſe an Hiſtory 
Chap. 4. of thingsto come. The Death of Chriſt depended on ſeveral Cauſes ; Men, Devils, and God 
Guns = 28" - . 


himſelf concurr'd for divers Ends in the {ame Event. The two prime Conſpirators againſt 
his Life, Lxcifer and Caiephas, were moved both from Reaſons of State to ſecure their own. 
The Devil to maintain his cruel Empire which for ſo many Ages he had uſurp'd in the 
World. For our Saviour having with Authority caſt out Legions of his Miniſtring 
Spirits from thoſe who were miſerably. poſſeſt by them, he was in fear of loſing his 
Power. Beſides, he foreſaw that it Chriſt were the Son of God, the killing of him 
would bring ſuch a crimſon Guilt upon the Jews , that no leſs puniſhment than their 


| Rejetion would follow : And fo God ſhould iofe his p:culiar People. Caiaphas excited 


the Council to Devote him as a Sacrifice to preſerve their Nation from Ruin; For their 
Safety depending on their Homage tothe Rowars, to prevent the Jealouſies that might 
ariſe by the fame of his Mighty Works, and by the Peoples attendance on him, that 


wete fed by his Miracles, they concluded on it as a neceilary expedient, that Chriif 


ſhould Dye, and all ſuſpicions be removed with him. Thus Men and Devils were 
the inſtruments, but appointed that great Event. - The Storm fell from-Heaven 
ypon Him for our Sins. 'Tis therefore expreſly ſaid, He was delivered by the determi- 
nate Counſel and Foreknowledge of God; who over-ruled the train of Diſorders, the 
Work of their Cruel Malice, for contrary ends than were deſign'd by them: For the 
Devils were caſt out of their Kingdom, the Jews deprived: of their Liberty, 
and the Kingdom of Chriſt eſtabliſh's for ever. Now who could read in 
the' Mind of God his free Decrees? Even the Angels of Lfght that always fee 
bis Face cannot without a Revelation of them. None but the Spirit that ſearches the deep 
things of God, could make the Diſcovery ? And who could foreſee that the Meſliah fo 
often Promiſed to the Jews, ſo impatiently expected, and ardently deſir'd, ſhould be ſo 
fiercely rejected by them > That his Death ſhould be the effc& as of his own Love, 
ſo of their Hatred? None but God to whom all the periods of time are equally pre- 
ſent, and who1s more intimate with the Counſels and Paſſions of Men than their own 
Souls are, could predid it. He communicated ſome rays of his Preſcience 'to Holy 
Men, who foretold that obſcureſt Contingency. From hence it follows that the clear 
Teſtimonies of the Prophets exactly fulfill'd in Feſaws Chrift, are an unanſwerable de- 
monſtration that He was the expected Deliverer to reſtore the World. 

2. The Univerſal and irreparable Deſtruction of the State of the Fews, foretold as 
the juſt Puniſhment of their rejeting the Mejſzab, is another illuſtrious proof of the 
Divinity of his Perſon and Doctrine. | 

To repreſent all the CharaQters of that Vengeance as they are ſet down by 7oſephar, 
an Eye-Witneſs and Hiſtorian of it, would lengthen tlus Diſcourſe beyond the limits 
intended. Its ſufficient to obſerve, | 

x. That all the ſevere Scourges of God met in a direful conjunCtion againſt them. 
The moſt affrighting. Prodigies were” his forerunners ; a Flaming-Sword brandiſh'd in 
the Heavens, and Monſters Born on the Earth: And War, Famine, Peſtilence and Fire 
were his Attendants. . Thoſe who eſcap't the Sword, were conſum'd by Famine ; and 
thoſe who were preſerv'd from Cruel War and: Famine, were ſwept away by the Peſti- 
lence, or devour'd by the Mercileſs Flames. Where-ever they turn'd their Eyes, Death 
in terribl: ſhapes appear'd. | 

2. All theſe Judgments were inflicted at once upon them in the heavieſt degrees. The - 
Sword never made a greater Deſtruction of Men than in Jerxſalew ; Here were Rivers of 
Blood, there Mountains of Carcafſes. In ſome places nothing but Silence and Horrour 
amongſt the Dead, in others the Cries and Groans of the Dying. Innumerable' were 
Maſſacred by the rage of Sedition amongſt themſelves. And when the mild Conque- 
ror would have ſpared them, yet by an unparallell'd fierceneſs they would rather periſh 
in an obſtinate reſiſtance. The Famine was ſo extreaw, as compell'd even tender Mothers 
to Eat the Fleſh of their Miſerable Children. The-Fire conſum'd the City from one end 
to the..other , without leaving ' any part entire. The Temple, the Sanftuary of Reli- 
gion, + and Image of Heaven where God ſo long had dwelt, had been ſerv'd and prais'd, 

and rendred his Oracles, was not exempted from the fury of the Fire. 

3. Their Calamity was extream and irreparable. - The firſt Deſolation by the Chalde- 
ans, {Oo compaſſionately recorded by Jeremiah, was not comparable in the degrees and 
continuance to this ſecond by the Romans, of which CHRIST himſelf was the 
Chief Mourner, and made lamentation. Then they were tranſported together, and not 
toa very rigorous nor perpetual ſervitude in Bahylov. Alter Seventy years they reco- 
ver'd their Liberty, and were reſtored to their Native Land. But in the laſt, the Ca 
tives. were diſpers'd among divers People z a ſad Prognoſtick that they ſhould never be 
joined again in one Society. The Ruins of the Nation were fo great, that the pie- 
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| ces of it are ſcatter'd all over the World. Where-ever a Jew is found, there is a Stone > 


E- of Ruin'd Fer»ſalem never to be rebuilt. In ſhort, that wretched Nation is rent into Chap. 4. 
: innumerable parts, and expos'd tothe contempt and hatred of all, As the: Body of a *Y 


Traitor is Quarier'd, and the Parts hung upin ſeveral places of Publick view, to. figni- | 
fie the horrour of his Crimes 1n the ſeverity of his Puniſhment: God has taken away all a 
the marks of. his Alliance with them. No diſtin&ion of their Tribes - remain, no ob- 
ſervance of their legal Ceremonies, -no. Prieſts, no. Altars, no Sacrifices, no' Prophets 
nor Miracles; in ſhort, there is no true Worſhip among them, ho God but angry and 
revenging their Bloody Impieties. And which is moſt worthy of conſideration, the 
Romans that conquer'd them have loſt their Empire, and the Nations which were ſubd 
by their Arms, have recovered their Liberty : But the Jews after Sixteen hundred. Years 
; are ſtill miſerable. Now is not this Judgment of God upon: them a dreadful proof 
of the extremity of. their Wickedneſs in Crucifying JESUS CHRIST, and. that 
conſequently he was, as he declar'd himſelf to be, the Son of God, and that his Office 
and Doftrine were from Heaven. Never before did the Wrath of God break forth 
j in ſach a fierce mariner againſt a Sinful Nation. Therefore 'tis repreſented under the 
| Image of the final Doom, when Juſtice arm'd with flames ſhall Jevour the Ungodly, and 
the whole World become a Theatre of Terrors. And never was any other Nation guil- 
ty of ſuch an high provocation : For the Son of God deſcended but once among Men | 
J to be perſonally crucified. The ſingularity of the puniſhment is a viſible inſtruftive fign 
of their tranſcendent Crime. Immediately upon their pronouncing the capital Sentence 
: againſt him on Earth, their. utter Ruin was pronounc'd in Heaven. And the execution. 
of the Sentence was deferr'd no longer, but till the Ele& of that People were. brought 
in, and by the Preaching and exce}lent Miracles of the Apoſtles, the ReſurreQion of 
Chriſt, and tte Truth of the Goſpel were confirm'd, and thereby a Beginning and Form 
given to the new Chriſtian Church. Now they have. written on their Fore in ve- 
ry legible CharaQters, the Fatal Curſe which their Fathers pronounc'd concerning Jeſus 
Chriſt, His Blood be on Us, and our Children. When Moſes with Indignation for their 
Idolatry, broke the Tables of the Law, God reeſtabliſh'd them, but when for a greater 
guilt God himſelf broke them, there is no poſſible Redintegration. es oe 
IF it be ſaid, that 'tis not neceſſary to attribute this Ruin of the Jews to the parti- 
cular Vengeance of God, but only to the Inſtability of Human things, wherein ſuch 
difaſtrons Revolutions-ſometimes happen: Ns A Te | a 
I anſwer,: That although Divine Juſtice was' ſo viſible in t!:eir aſtoniſbing DeſtruCtion, 
that * Titus himſelf refus'd a Trumphal Crown after his compleat Vidtory, declaring * hin. wir. 
that he was but the Inſtrument of God's Anger, who was the Inviſible Emperor in that 4% #b.6. 
bloody Expedition ; yet to force an acknowledgment of it from all that are not wi'fu!- 
ly blind, it was foretold when the 7ews were in peace, and their killing the Meſhah 
ſpecified, as the Meritorious Cauſe wherein that terrible Effedt was included : Thus our 
Saviour in the Parable of the Husbandmen and Vineyard, after they had put to Death 
the Maſter's $0n, he adds, What ſhall therefore the I ord ' of the Vinejard do? He will 
come and deſtroy the Hatbandmen, and give the Vineyard to others. And upon his draw- 
ing near to the City of Jeruſalem, he wept over it, ſaying, If thou Eidft known, even thou, 
at leaſt in this thy Day, the things which belong unto thy Peace, but now they are hid from 
thine Eyes. For the Days ſhall come upon thee, that thine Enemies ſhall cuſt. a Trench about 
thee, and compaſs thee round, and keep thee in” on every fide, and ſhall lay thee even. with 
the Ground, and ſhall not leave in thee one Stone you another ; becauſe thou knoweit not the 
time of thy Viſtation.. This was alſo foretold by Moſes in all the terrible circumſtances: 
The Lord foal bring a Nation againit thee from far, from the end of the Earth, as ſwift 2% 28. 
as the Eagle figeth ; a Nation whoſe Tongue thou ſhalt not underſiand ; a Nation of fierce Coun- 
tenance, which ſhall not regard t Perfim of the Old, nor ſhew favour to the Young: And 
he ſhall Eat the Fruit of thy Cattel, and the Fruit of thy Land, until thou be deſtro 
which alſo ſhall not leave thee either Corn, Wine or Oyl, or the encreaſe of thy Kine , or 
Flocks of thy Sheep, until be have deſtroyed thee : And he ſhall Befege thee 'in all thy Gates 
throughout all thy Land, which the Lord thy God hath given thee, inthe Siege, and in the 
Straitneſs wherewith thine Enemies ſhall diſtreſs thee, Such was the Threatning, and the 
Event was correſpondent in all the degrees of miſery. Which as it demonſtrates the 
truth of the Prophecy, ſo it may inſtru& us how fearful a thing itis to fall into the Hands 
of the Living God. -” ETC 
3. The converting of the Gentile World to the Saving knowledge of God by the Meſſiah 
was foretold in the Scriptures. The Beams of this Glorious Truth were gradually dif 
pens'd to the Iſraelites as their Weak Underſtandings could ſuſtain it. When: the. Cove- 
nant was made with Abraham, God declared in expreſs terms, In thy Seed ſhalF dll the -nI 
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na tions of the World be Blefed. That Seed was the Meſliah, not the People of the” Jews 
Chap: 44 deſcended' from Abrahams : For they were {ofar from being a Univerſal Biefſing to the 


Gen. 45. 10+ 


Deut. 32.21. 


& SV World, that on the contrary they vainly preſum'd that God for their ſakes deſpis'd the 


reſt of Mankind. And indeed before the coming of Chriſt they were an incloſ{ed -Gar- 
den, the har Pcople of God, and without tl:e compaſs of Judea Sin reign'd Abfſo- 
lutely and Univerſally. Now that promiſe clearly ſignifies, that the Favour and Bleflin 

of God that heconterr'd upon Abraham in making known to [it iis Will, and Prony- 
fing to. be his God, and of his Poſterity, ſhould one Day be «<xt=ndcd to a!l Nations, | 
by calling them to bis Knowledge and Service ; To this agrees the Preplicſie of Faceb - 
The Scepter ſball not depart from Juda, nor the I awgiver from between his Feet, till Shilo 


come, and .to him ſhall the gathering of the People be - That is, the Gentiles ſhall be con- 


verted from their Idols to the true Gad by the Meſtiah, whom tc Jews acknowledpe to 
be ſignified by that Title. - And Moſes introduces God as compiaminz of the Ido'atry and 
Ingrati:ude of the Jews, and declaring, They have moved me to Jealoufic with that which is 
not. God, they have provoked me to Anger with their Vanities, and 1 will move them to 
Fealouſie with thoſe which are not a People, and 1 will provoke them to Anger with a fooliſh 
Nation. | The external Covenant between God and i115 Pcople 15 repreſented by the Uni- 
on of Marriage, to ſignifie the Duty they owe to God, the higheſt Honour, the moſt 
ardent AﬀeCtions, and the Benefits they receive from him. Therefore when the Jews 
gave Divine Adoration, the higheſt reſpects of Religion, to Idols, they provok'd Gcd 
to Jealouſie ;, and he threatens he would break his Alliance with them, and give his Heart 
and Love to thoſe which were not a People 5 and by the Law of Counter-Paſſion they 
ſhould be provok'd to Jealouſie. *Tis very viſible theſe expreſſions ſignifie the calling of 
the Gentiles. And David by the ſame Inſpiration, in many Pſalms celebrates the King- 
dom of the Meſliah. In Pſa. 22. he is introduc'd, ſpeaking, My Praiſe ſhall be of thee 
in the great Congregation ;, all the ends of the World ſhall remember, and turn unto the Lord ; 
all the Dbrads of the Nations ſpall Worſhip before thee. And in the 67. Pſal. God be 
merciful to us, and bleſs us, and cauſe his Face to ſbine upon us. Selah. That thy way may 
be known xpon Earth, and thy Saving Health among all Nations. Let the People Praiſe 
thee, O God, let all the People Praiſe thee. The Prophet Eſay in his Reve'ations clearly 
ſpeaks of the great deſign of God to bring the Geztiles to his Service. Thus in the ſc- ' 
cond Chapter 'tis Propheſicd ; Ard it [ball come to paſs in the laſt Days, that the Mountain 
of the Lord's Houſe ſhall be E es in the tops of the Mountains, and ſhall be exalted 
rhove the, Hills. And many People ſhall go and ſay, Come ye, let us go up to the Mountain of 
the Lord, to the Houſe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach ws his Ways, and we will 
walk in his Paths : For out of Tion ſhall go forth the Lord, and the Sword of the Lord ont 
of Jeruſalem. - 
And among all the reſt none is more clear and expreſs than what 1s recorded in J/a. 49. 
There firſt the Meſſiah is repreſented as declaring his Commiſſion from God to goto the Peo- 
le of Iſrael; The, Lord hath called me from the Womb, from the Bowels of my Mother 
ath he made mention of my Name, and he ſaid unto me, Thou art my Servant in whom [ 
will be glorified. And after complains of the obſtinacy of the ingratefal Syna- 
gogue 3 Thes I ſaid, I have laboured in vain, I have ſpent my ſtrength for nought and in 
w4in, yet ſurely my Judgment is with the Lord, and my Work with God. And immediately 
after 'tis added, And now ſaith the Lord that form'd me from the Womb to be his Servant, 
#0 bring Jacob again to him, though Iſrael be not gathered, yet ſhall I be. glorious in the 
Eyes of the Lord, and my God ſhall be my ſtrength. And he ſaid, it is a light thing that 
then ſbould'ſt be my: Servant, to raiſe up the Tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved o 
Iſracl ; I will alſo give thee for a Light to the Gentiles, that thou mayſt be my Salvation tot 
ends of the Earth. This Oracle is preciſe and full ; forit ſpeaks of the Nations in oppo 
ſition to the Tribes of Iſrael, and diredtly foretels that the Jews would negle& the in- 


| truions of the Meſſiah, and that upon their Infidelity God would-by the Meſſ;eb give 


Saving Knowledge to all Nations. And in the ſame ſenſe he ſpeaks in the 54th Chapter : 
Sing, O Barren, thou that didſt not bear - break forth into Singing, and cry aloud thou 
that didfs not Travel with Child : For more are the Children of the deſolate then of the 
Married, ſaith the Lord. Who 1s the D:lolate and Barren, but the Gemtilee without God 
in the World, whiles the Jews were honour'd and bleſt in the Myſtical Marriage with 
him? And who are the Children of the forſaken that ſhould be far more numerous than 
thoſe of the Married, but the Believers of the Chriſtian Church, in oppoſition to the 
Jewiſh Church? And the other ſucceeding Prophets concur in this Prediftion. Matachy 
the laſt ſpeaks of it in ſuch expreſs terms, as are capable to convince any that does not wil- 
fully renounce the uſe of his Eyes and Underſtanding. After God 1s introduc'd rejeting the 
Jews and their Temple Service ; I have no pleaſure in you, ſaith the Lord of Ebſes, neither 
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Name ſhall be great among the Heathen, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. - Thus tgreat wonder was 


= 


of Divixze, could never ſee his Commonwealth, fram'd by him with ſo mach ſtudy, to be bene 


People by force of Arms, they muſt be his Diſciples or Slaves. And can the Mind* form 'a Ki gs 
clear Judgment, or the Will make a free Choice, when under a tyrannous 'neceſhity -of 53; 14 1 - 
Compliance, or loſing all the Comforts of Life > Can Violence and Cruelty produce a Ra- eons Fang he; 
tional Faith ? That may force them to a counterfeit compliance, but cannot make Men ,,, Y 


of Men were prepolleſt bee, LE 
with inveterate Opittions contrary to its ſupernatural Myſteries, and their Wills over-ruled yawe, mernd- 
by Carnal AﬀeCtions utterly averle from its Holy Precepts, the World was captiv'd to the 7x59 
beliefand obedience of it, is the moſt noble effe& of Omnipotence. For other Miracles, _ 
though above the Laws of Nature, yet were on the lower order of Creatures without Life 

and Senſe ; but this internal Miracle was wrought on the Minds and Hearts of Men. To. 

raiſe the Dead, to calm a Storm, to ſuſpend the force of Fire, to change Waters into Blood, 

IS not ſo glorious a Work as the converting Rebellious Souls to God, and making them a 

willing People to his holy Laws. And if we further conſider the Prophecies ſo many Ages 

before concerning it, and obſerve the Harmony betwixt the Works and Word of God, 

there reſults a Demonſtration as clear and ſtrong as is poſſible. The Prediftion and Ac- 
compliſhment are equally Divine. The Succeſs juſtifies the Truth of the Prophecy, and the 

Truth of the Prophecy juſtifies the Divinity of the Chriſtian Religion. For by the Apoſtles 

and their Succeſſors the Heathens were turned from Idols, to the Service of One God the 


Creator 
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AA Crcator of the World : Which was forctold by the Prophets, not only as a thing that 


' Chap: 4 | ſhould arrive, but to be performed by the Power of God. To aſcribe then this glorious 


Work to humane Artitice, as if his Providence had been prevented by others, from doin 
that that he promiſed ſhould be done by-his own Power, 1s ſo direaly contrary to his Wit. 
dom and his Truth, that common Reaſon abhorrs the Thoughts of it. Therefore the 
Chriſtian Religion is Divine, having God for its Author. Thus the Truth of the Goſpel is 
victorious over the Jewiſh, or the Prophane Infidel. 

It may be argued againſt the Jews, that their God foretold his- Meſſ:ah ſhould convert 
the Nations, No other but one authorized from above could doit. Feſws Chriſt has done 
it, therefore he'is the Meſſzah. And conſequently they are either blind with Prejudice, or 
maliciouſly deny the known Truth. To prophane Infidels it may be urged, none but the 
Divine Providence'could foretel ſogreat and marvellous a change of the World, none bur 
the Divine Power could <ffe& it, therefore 'rwas the true God that made the Proje&t and 
Eyent ſo exaUtly to correſpond in all things. MID 

Add further, that by comparing the Prophecies of Chriſt and his Kingdom with their ac- 
compliſhment, the two forts of Enemies againſt the Goſpel, are made uſeful to convince 

* Aliquands Pe OE anther, The Pagers by the Jews, that theſe things were foretold, the Jews by the 

gani faciunt no Pagans, that theſe things were fultill'd. * St. A»ſtiz: relates that the Heathens ſeeing the exatt 

bas _ agreement between the Prophecies in the Old Teſtament ſo clear in Words, and their ac- 
gueſt we Compliſhment in the New ſo clear in the Effes, had nothing to reply, but that they were 
ſcripts ſunt fic yyritten after the things were done, and feigned to be PrediCtions of ancient date. As Vir- 

impleri, ut ne- «© ST IT > v2 4.5 IE" ; , 

gari omnind now. £34 Weaving Fables of Areas, feign'd him to be in the Elifean Fields, and to receive from 

ffnt. Audent,” Anchiſes a Prediction of his Deſcendents in a long ſuccefſion and order of Men and Times s 

CD bo which was the Story of what was aCtually paſt when he wrote it. In anſwer to this pretence, 

& fanqun " he breaks out with wonder and joy, O Gloria Regis noftri! the Cauſe is gain'd, and the 

reds fmt; Yiftory of Truth could not be more glorious. - For whereas the many Nations in Exrope, 

Afra, Africa, ſubdued by the Arms ofthe Rowans, were compelled to obſerve the Rites of 

. their Religion: The Jews only were permitted to enjoy their Sacred Books, and their own 

Worſtip, and were diſpers'd into all Countries. And thus by the admirable Counſel of God, 

ntes codices, they givecreditto the Goſpel among the Gemtiles, For if we conſider the reverence they 

Sredicayr. $i Preto the Writings ofthe Prophets, that with the greateſt care they have preſerved them 

enim in ano loco aS the moſt precious Inheritance left by their Fathers, and their mortal hatred of Feſwe 

eſſen aloe, Criſt and his Goſpel, that willingly they would ſpend their Blood to deface the Memorials 
reftimonio. pre OF 1t, 1t is an invincible Argument that the Prediftions concerning the ſtate of the Chriſtiar 
dcationem E- (hr ch recorded in their Scriptures, are ſincerely delivered, and of Divine Authority. This 
vangelii que Z SEP ; ; | 
fruftificat tots their Malice isan advantage to the Faith of the Goſpel, and by conſtraint they are the great 
orbe gens Confirmers of it. This is ſufficient to reduce the Heathers to filence and confufion. And 
yi nah Le Age the Pagan being convinc'd by the Books of the Jews, the Few may be convinc'd by the Te- 
vince. Judexm, ſtimony of the Pagans : For if the Records ſo jealouſly kept by that Nation were from Di- 
NI vine Inſpiration, if they contain Ancient Prophecies which the Heathers ſee verified in the 


. Menon ego cag- Goſpel and the Chriſtian Church, why do not the Jews acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt to be the 


_ — promiſed Meſſiah ? If the Vail were not taken fram Myſes's Face, and laid on their Hearts, 
bac non eonvici. they muſt clearly ſee that the Light of the Gentiles js the Glory of Iſrael. Tis equally unrea- 
ſonable to doubt with the Arheiſt that the Meſſiah was ever promuſed, or to believe withthe 


Jews he 15 yet to come. 


CHAP. V. 


The Teſtimony IIS by St. John for the prov of Chriſtianity » briefly « con» 
fider'd. Witneſs from Heaven, the Father, Word er Spirit 3 ; 
Jp Witneſſes on Earth, the Spirit, Water and Blood, conſpire in de« 
claring J E SUS CHRIST to be the Son of God, and Saviour of 
Men. An Anſier to Objeions againſt the Dofrines of the Trinity, the 
Divine Incarnation, and the mean State and Sufferings 0) the Son 0% God in 
the World. The Concluſion. The Goſpel fo proved, deferves our firme 
Aſſent and Adherence to its Dutrines, C ance or Fs, piritual Luſts binder t 
belief of it. It ſets before us the moſt powerful Motives to ove God. We 
are obliged by the ro Reaſons to obey its Precepts. - 


T* E Sum of all that has been ſaid, is compriſed in the Teſtimony that St. Fog 0- 
duces to prove that Jeſas Chriſt is the Sox of God, and the Redeemer of the World. 
This I will briefly open : There are three that bare Record in Heaven, the Fans, the Ward, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one, And there are three that bear Witneſs in Eeth, 
the Spirit, and the Water, and the Blood, and theſe three agree in one. All the cowhli.) _— 
teſtimony of this important Truth. The Father not only by the Miracles.wrox 
Power to confirm the Miſſion of Chriſt, but (which is here principally intendec 
Voice from Heaven : Firſt at his Baptiſm, This is #vy well-beloved Son, in whong I's tin , wel 
pleaſed. And at his Transfigutation before ſome of his Diſciples, a Soning Claud, the fign © 
of the Divine Preſence, encompaſt them, and a Voice came forth of the Cloud, Thir- 3 m7 
well-beloved Son, hear him. Upon this glorious Voice they were ſtruck with ſuch an imprel- 
. fion of fear that they fell on their Faces. And when our Saviour near his Paſſion prayed, 
Father, glorifie thy Name, a Voice came from Heaven, I have glorified #, 'and will glerifie it 
Now can there remain any doubt after ſuch an high atteſtation fom the noſt Soveraign 
Authority ? 

The Son alſo, beſides the perfe&t Holineſs of his Life, the exquiſi te Wiſdom of his Do- 
arine, the Wonders of his Warks, his Reſurre&ion from the Dead, - that- were authenrick 
proofs of his Celeſtial Perſon and Calling, after his Aſcenſion gloriouſly a rd fro 
Heavenin diverſe Viſions to the Preachers of his Goſpel. ToSasl in his-Journey to. Des . 
mraſcus, calling to him, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me © It is hard for thee to hiked t- 

the Pricks. This is an unexceptionable einony that he is the $on of God, being riſer 
from the Dead, and returned to Heaven from whence he thus diſcover'd- himſelf, "Now 
that this was real and no fantaſtick illaſion is evident by the marvellous effects of it, Thoſe, 

who were Companions in the Journey, were ſeized with great Terror, and humielt- 

Blind by the overpowering ſplendor of the Apparition. But eſpecially the ffc& 1pon- 

; his Soulare convincing, who it was that ſpake to him; For erg _ by $e& a Phoriſee, 
, that of all others moſt paſſionately adher'd to the Jewiſh Religion : By Temper hot and vio- 
lent, by Profeſſion a Perſecutor of the Chriſtians. One” that breathed forth 'Threatning 

and Slaughter, that excited the Fury of the High-Prieſts, ſollicited their Crueky, In ſhort. 
7 a fierce Spirit that envied Nero the Title of the firſt Perſecator of the Church. Yet this Man 
| by this Viſion and Voice from Heaven, of a Furious Perſecutor in an inſtant became: a Zea: 
lous Apoſtle, of a Wolf became a Paſtor. He preſently expreſt his enare ſubmitſior 

© Lord, what wilt thou have we to doe? There is nothing ſo hard to do, nothing: (0 dreadfi 
to ſuffer, but I will readily. rake for thine Honour, and the propagating z thy "Trac: 

Now from whence -came this Change ſo ſtrange, ſo new, in a Perſon confirn 'd m the op- Lk 

polite Party ? From whence this HK of Will ſo entire and perfect, {o; unexpetivc 
and ſudden > What gave him courage to contradit to their Faces the © High-Prieſts, whoſe 
Iiſtrument he was, and declare that Jeſus whom they called a Deceiver, was the Son of 
God, and their Judge? What animaf&d him to appear before Kings and Emperors, tote» 
ſtifie this dangerous Truth > What made him with unparallell'd aQtiyat ; with Ae moſt 

ardent affections, propagate the Goſpe),. and after a thouſand: perils by- Sea and Land, 

thouſand diſgraces and injuries, atlaſt to confirm the Faith of Chriſt od Ce It; 
orfors paſt all contradiction that he es moors that the Son of God ſpak 


T : , Another 
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Another Viſion of the WORD from Heaven was to St. Joh7, when he was pleas'd to 
reveal to him the future ſtate of his Church, its Combats and Vi&ories: He then appear'd 
in a form expreſſive of his Majeſty, Power, and Providence, Fequiſite for the ordering all 
the great Events that ſhould befal it: And ſaid, I am the firſt and the laſt; I am he that 
liveth, and was dead, and behold, T live for ever, and have the Keys of Hell, and of Death - 
Wherein he appropriates to himlelf the incommunicable Titles of the Deity ; and then de- 
clares thoſe two aſtoniſhing Miracles, that the Prince of Life that had an Eternal Principle 
of it in himſelf, was dead ; and that one who had been dead, was alive. This Riddle the 
Goſpel unfolds ; the Son of God was made Man, and by that admirable union allied Eter- 
nity and Time, Life and Death'together, As 'tis a common form! of ſpeech, that a Man 
dizs when the Body is depriv'd of Life, though the Soul be immortal : So it was true, the 
Son of God died when his Body was crucified, though he was uncapable of the leaſt dimi- 
nution of his Divine Life. And after three days heroſe by the Divine Power to enjoy an 
Immortal Life 3 And have the Keys of Hell, and Death. The irreſiſtible force of Death all 
Men muſt yield to, and from the Grave there's no redemption by finite power. But Jeſus 
Chriſt has Soveraign Authority and Power to open the Grave, and raiſe the Dead to an 
. happy Immortality. This glorious Appearance made St. Joh to fall as dead at his Feet, 
and could not recover himſelf, till aſſured by the reviving words of his Favour. The Spirit 
alſo appear'd from Heaven to give Teſtimony concerning the Divine Perſon and Office of 
Chriſt : Firſt, by deſcending as a Dove on him when he was Baptized. This was the com- 
pletion of the Prophecy ;, The Spirit of the Lord 3s upon me, He has anointed me to preach the 
Gofpel to the Poor, to publiſh Deliverance to the Captives. Andin the ſecond of the AFs the 
Spirit deſcended in the Form of Fiery Tongues upon the #5 to qualihe them for 
preaching the Goſpel to the World : And 'tis worthy of obſervation, that the Apoſtles 
were before this very- defective in Wiſdom and Courage, ſo that their Divine Maſter, 
though Goodneſs it ſelf, yet tax'd them for their ſtupidity, and in his Sufferings they all 


forſook him. But after the effuſion of the Spirit upon them, they were endued with that - 


admirable Wiſdom and Reſolution, that nothing could gainſay and overcome. They Pre- 
(ently ſpake in various Languages the things concerning Jeſ#s Chriſt, that the World was 
altoniſh'd, and many converted by this Teſtimony from God, for the honour of our Savi- 
- our, and others confounded in'their obſtinacy. Now ſince this miraculous deſcent of the 
Spirit was toratifie the Promiſe that he made tothem, IF I go away, I will ſend to you another 
G forter : What more clear and valuable Teſtimony can we have that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
Saviour of the World ? If Infidelity ſhould reply, If we had heard theſe Voices, and ſeen 
thoſe glorious Viſions, we ſhould be convinc'd; but-what aſſurance have we there is no de- 
 ceit in theſe Relations? I anſwer, There never was clearer Grounds of the belief of any 


thing done without the compaſs of our own ſenſes, than of what the Apoflles teſtifie, as 


hath been evidently proved before. And certainly as thoſe who ſaw aMkheard thoſe 
things, were by the Divine CharaQters in the external ObjeQts, and by their efticacyon' their 
Spirits fully perſwaded they were not deceived s ſo we have as ſtrong proofs that they did 
not deceive us in their Reports. Sy Ti 

I ſhall briefly conſider the other Teſtimonits. Ad there are Three that bear Witneſs in Earth, 


the Spirit, and the Water, and the Blood ;, and theſe Three agree in one. The Spirit is to 


be conſidered in two different manners in the Teſtimonies attribnted to him, , either in re- 
ſp:& of thoſe Repreſentations by a Dove and Fiery Tongues, or in reſpe& of his Ver- 
tues and Influences communicated to the Chriſtiaz Church : The firſt was his Teſtimony 


from Heaven ; the ſecond his Teſtimony on Earth. And theſe were his extraordinary 


Gifts, ſo liberally diſpens'd at the firſt Preaching of the Goſpel: To one was given by 


the Spirit the Word of Wiſdom, to another the Word f Knowledge, to another Faith ; that 
OT 


IS, extraordinary confidentee in the Divine Power, for the producing Miraculous Effedts ; 
fo another the Gift of Healirtg, to another the Working of Miracles, to another Prophecy, to 
another Diſcerning of | Spirits, to another divers Kinds of Tongues, to another the Interpreta- 
tion of Tongues. Wow becauſe theſe Operations more eminently declare the Preſence 
and Power of the Spirit than his Ordinary Graces, they are called by that Name. For 
underſtanding the ſecond Witneſs, the Water, two things are obſervable. 


\ T. That mn the Rituals of Moſes's, frequent Waſhings were enjoyned for the Purj- 


fying of the Jews from Legal Pollutions contratted by them. And as thoſe Corporal 


Stains were Reſemblances of the Vicious Habits of the Mind ; ſo the cleanſing by Water 


was Typical of SandGtifying Grace that Purifies the Heart. And for this Reaſon under 
the New Covenant to repreſent the SanCtification of Chriſtians by an outward ſign, Bap- 
tiſm w Water was appointed. EL 

2. The Apoſtle Johz in the Narrative of the Sufferings of Chriſt? tells us that a Soul- 
dier pierced his Side with a Spear, ſo that Blood and Water came out. This is notrecited 


by 
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ends: That is, the Water ifluing out of his Side, was a fit Emblem of that Sandtifying 
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ads. ite. th. 


by St. 7obn meerly as a circumſtance of the Hiſtory, or as a certain proof of his Death, 
but the following words [He that ſaw this, teſtifies it, and his Teſtimony is worthy o belief; 
and he knows that he ſays true, that you may believe} declare it to be of ſingular cs Fowl, 
And accordingly he ſays, that our Saviour came by Water 'and Blood, with reſpe& to: that 
which was done at his Crucifixion; which was ſo ordered by Divine Wiſdom for' high 


Grace that is given to all that have Communion with him in his Death. © - oor”: 
3. For the Teſtimony of the Blood, *tis alſo to be obſerved, that by the Moſaic Inſti- 
tution daily Sacrifices were offered up, and a moſt ' ſolemn one, by the High-Prieſt' in 


the Day of Atonement, to expate the Guilt of Ceremonial Uncleanneſs, and to reſtore _ 


thoſe who for that were excluded from external Communion with God in the SanQuary. 
Now as that L-gal Guilt ariſing from thoſe outward Pollutions; and the {eparation 'of 
thoſe who were ſo Polluted, fron the Service of God, was a repr:ſentation'of 'the Moral 


Guilt and Puniſhment that follows the Vitious Habits and A@ions of Men ; ſothe ſhed-.. 


ding the Blood of the Sacrifice and Offering, was Typical of the true Propitiation that was: 


to be made by the Blood of Chriſt. And this js peculiarly remark'd by the Apoſtlez. that 


Teſws came not only by Water, but by Water and Blood ; and 'tis the Syirit that teſtifies "of it, 
and the Spirit is the Truth. By which we muſtunderſtand ſomething diſtin&t from the*for- 
mer, #. e. that the flowing of his Blood ſignified the reconciling efficacy of his Death,-by 


ſatisfying Divine Juſtice, and conſequently the remiſſion of Sins given to thoſe-whobe- 


lieve in him. Now brictly, to ſhew the force of their conſpiring Teſtimony that Jeſus: is 
the Son of God and our Redeemer, theſe things may be conſidered abſolutely in themſelves, 
or as the accompliſhment of the Prophecies concerning the Meſſiah. In the laſt reſpe& 
they afford us a great aſſurance of this Truth. For all was expreſly foretold. « And it fla 
come to paſs in the laſt Days, ſaith God, I will pour ont of my Spirit upoxt all Fleſh; ad your 
Sons and your Daughters ſhall Propheſie, and your young Men ſhall ſee Viſions, and your ol 
Mem ſhall dream Dreans : And on my Servants and Hand-Maidens I "will pour out 'in 
thoſe Days of my Spirit, and they ſhall! Propheſle., This Promiſe was Univerſally ac- 
knowledged to referr to the coming of the Meſhah. For tijat of Water, (that' is, :San- 
Qification) not only the, waſhing under the Law were Figures of it, but 'twas alſo dearly 
Propheſied of in many places, and moſt expreſly in Ezekiel, 1 will ſprinkle clean Water 
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upon you, and ye ſhall be clean ; fram all your filthineſs will Tcleanſe you. ' A new Heart alſo 


will ] give you, and anew Spirit will I put within you, and T will put my' Spirit withis you, 
and cauſe you to walk in my Statutes. And for the third Teſtimony, befides that the ''T'ypi- 
cal Blood of the Meſſiah ran down fromall the Sacrifices, it was alſo foretold"expreſly 
by Eſaiah what his Sufferings ſhould be, and the Benefits accruing from them. 77 4: 
| Now if we compare the Oracle with the Event, whocan juſtly doubt that the: Meſſi- 
ah is come ? But it we conſider the things themſelves they afford an uncontroatable Tefti- 
mony of, Chriſt's Divine Mifhon. Compare the Primitive Church either with-the Jews 
or the Gentiles, and ſee the difference between them. 'The Spitit that was communicated but 
as it were in a few drops to the Jews, after the Afcenfion of Criſt fell .in a- main 


ſhower upon the Chriſtian Church, inriching them with ſupernatural Gifts': Sornerfavou- 
red with Revelations of Sublime Truths,' above / the diſcovery of the Humane Under-: 


ſtanding z ſome foretelling things to come that were beyond the diſtovery: of the: moſt” 
ſharp-ſighted Reaſon ; ſome ſpeaking diverſe Languages wherein they! hadnever be 
inſtructed. z ſome having ſuch an extraordinary Faith' m the Divine'Power and&iGoodt 


| ods, 
that innumerable Miracles were done by them in the Name of Chriſt.” 1f ' we look-wito the: ' 
ſtate of the Gentiles, : how thick and prodigious vas: the "Darkneſs that overſpread” thar 
Chaos of Impiety? © In the Rowar Empire ,” that compriz'd "the flower' of ' Wit/ and 


Learning, what Fooliſh and Extravagant Opinions of the Deity were'commonly receiv'd > 
What Idolatries, . what Impurines, what Abominations were-freely praCtiſed ?: But bythe 
Preaching of the Goſpel how clearly were the Minds of Men inſtructed' in'the ttugKnow- 
ledge of God? And whata change was made in their Lives > The-World that-was''as a 
Barren Deſart, was ſuddenly chang'd into a Paradiſe, fraitful in all good Works.'”+ Inno- 
cence, Humility, Purity, Juſtice, Charity, Love to God, Reſignation*tohis Will were 
eminently viſible in all Nations, and all forts of Perſons that were converted to the Faith 
of Chriſt. Now who cauſed ſuch a Marvellous and Holy Revolution iri' the: World bur 
God ? Whatleſs than a Divine Power could raiſe Men above Senſe; and make thei 
victorious over the Luſts of Corrupt Nature, fortified - by Cuſtom;:'a-Second Nature? 
Is it conceiyable, _— the Dodrine of Chriſt were not from Heaven, ' that'it' ſhank 
produce ſuch admirable Effedts 2 And is it conceivable that God would adorn' with allthis 


| Graces the Image of his'own Excellency, his moſt precious Benefits, thoſe who.:ditnot 


Honour him according to his Will> Can there be found ſuch aſtoniſhing n= 
Es M zjoyn' 
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$2 Chriſtian Religion proved by Reaſon. 
| joyn'd together, as the moſt impious Errour and D-pravation of the Mind, with the 
"oil cw Parity and R<Aitude of the Will and Aﬀections 2 For if Jeſus Chriſt were - not 
LV the Son of God, thoſe who worſhipt him were in a mortal Deluſion. 
The Third Teſtimony the Apoſtle produces is the Blood - That is, Peace with God 
and Conſcience, the Bleſſed Fruit of Juſtification by Faith in the Blood of Chrift. 
hg The Heathen World was in a Dark State of Fears, or {ſlept ſecurely in the ſhadow of 
Death. Some were in a Heftic Trembling, continually haunted with the Apparition of 
their Sins, as ſo many Infernal Furies: Others, though guilty of moſt feartul Crimes, 
were ſecure from ſtupid Atheiſm: Others were quiet, from a preſumption cheriſh'd by 
Opinions unworthy of God, as if he would neg'ect his own Glory to ſhew Mcrcy to 
them. Now the Goſpel to conquer the Fears of ſenſible Afifted Sinners, and to eſtabliſh 
a Lively Hope in God's Mercy, reveals that the Son of God became Man, and offered up 
his Life and Blood to Divine Juſtice, as an expiatory Sacrifice tor the Sins of Men. This 
... reconciled God, whoſe Honour was abundantly ſecured by that ſatisfation. -This ap- 
L peas'd all the unquiet Agitations of the Spirits of Believers, and produc'd the Peace 
"that paſſes Underſtanding, a Joy un peakable and' glorious. This dc<livered them from 
the fear of Death, under which the World was fo long in Bondage. And it is worthy 
the obſervirip, that no Principles of Nature ever produc'd ſuch a generous Contempt of 
' Death, as the Chriſtian Religion did in the Profeſlors of it. The Alexanders, Scipio's, 
and Ceſars hal trembled at the ſight of theſe Savage Beaſts that were let looſe upon the 
Martyrs, at the preparations of Cruelty to torment them. Whereas they regarded them 
with Tranquility , nay with Joy, as the matter of their Triumph, This was trae Valour 
indeed, for the Confeſſion of the moſt important Truth, and ſauperiour to the Courage of 
thoſe who were called Fulmine Bel, the moſt Renowned Souldiers. For in a Battel, by 
Martial Sounds, by Vio:'ent Motions the Spirits are fired, and Men ſcarce feel their 
Wounds, and are inconſiderate of their Danger. But the Martyrs had nothing to heigh- 
ten their Courage, but in cool blood deliberately and without alteration encounter'd that 
terrible Enemy. Beſides, Souldiers in the {harpeſt Contlidts have ſome hopes of Vitto- 
ry, or elſe of a ſudden and honourable Death, Aut cita Mors, aut ViForia lata. And 
he that ruſheth into Perils with a ſeeming Bravery, when there js hopes of eſcapin g, has 
not reſolution to look' Death in the Face when *tis inevitable. There is an eminent in- 
ſtance. of thisin a famous Captain of late Memory, the Duke Biro»: None was more 
bold in Fight ; Tut when he was to receive the Sentence of Death for his Crimes, none 
more diforder'd by Fear : Sometimes he was in a rage againſt his Judges, and after his 
Paſſion was evaporated, 'fell into the other extremity, unmanly Cries, Complaints, and 
low Submifkons to obtain Favour. .But the more than Heroick Conſtancy of the Mar- 
tyrs contemned Death 1n its neareſt Approaches, and moſt fearful Pomp. Chriſtian Re- 
ligion has often transform'd the moſt tender Women and Children into Men, or rather in- 
to:Angels, making them ſuffer with Joy, that which our Nature cannot ſee without Hor- 
rour. It changed as it were Fleſh and Blood into a Celeſtial Subſtance, inſenſible of Fire 
and Sword, and the moſt cruel Violences. 

Now. this unſhaken Reſolution in Chriſtians encountring the laſt Enemy, was from the 
lively ſenſe of God's favour reconciled by the moſt pure and precious Blood of his 
Son, and the hopes of Everlaſting Happineſs in his preſence. 

To conclude this Argument, 'tis to be obſerved there is no proof more proper that Je- 
fas Chriſt-is the Redeemer of the World, than the joynt teſtimony of the Spirit, Water. 
and Blood : For whereas Sin was the only cauſe of our Ruin, the Office of our Saviour is 
torepair that Ruin, and conſequently he that effeCtually does it, is to be Acknowledged, 
Believed and Embraced as our Saviour. Now the worſt Effe@s of Sin are the Ignorance 
of the Mind, the Depravation of the AﬀeCtions, and the Terrors of Conſcience from the 
apprehenſions of Vengeance. Therefore ſince the Goſpel of Chriſt has brought Celeſti- 
al Light, Purity, and Peace into the World, it is an infallible proof that He is the Re- 
deemer of it. The Sun that- Viſits the World with its refreſhing Beams, has no clearer 
Marks of the Divine Wiſdom in making it, and ig, Bro motions, than the Spiritual 
Light of the Goſpel that irradijates the Minds of Men, before in deep Darkneſs. The 
Richesof the Earth in variety of Fruits is not a more convincing Argument of the Di- 
vine Goodneſs, than to ſee the Souls of Men that before were as Dead Earth, under the 
Curſe of Heaven, to abound in all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. The ſeparating the Sea 
fromthe Land, and ſetting bounds to its impetuous Waves, is not a greater effe& of 
God's Power, than the calming the tempeſts of an unquiet Conſcience, and eſtabliſhing 
Tratiquility in it. And theſe Blefimgs we entirely owe to Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe Name 
_ = obtain'd, by whoſe Spirit they are conferr'd, and for whoſe Glory they are de- 
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God. and revealed his Will int order to-our Happinefod. Gin. It be bein onably / expe 
that new Miracles ſhould be wrought to fatisfie every Sceptick that is ſtill uhſarisfied?' In 
deed the Fountain of: them 1s not-dried up, the» Power of God: is not weaken'd,” nor h 
Mercy leſſen'd, but in extraordinary Caſes, when the Goſpel is firſt Preadid to 2 Na 
tion, it may be expetted that to convert them from Gentiliſm to the Chriſtian Faith he - 
make himſelf known not only by Word, butPawer, i in Supernatural Ope ations, Bat 
-., vein: of Miracles is not ſtill current inthe Church, th ing afficient Motives of 
I. Belief for the conviction of all that are not 'obſ nate) whhon! the performing new. 
; Muſt the Son of God preſent himſelf toall'Men in a viſible Glory? Or muſt his Divine 
[- Father give another Majeſtick Teſtimony from Heaven concerning him ? If we have not 
ſuch ſenſible Evidence, we have as ſure: The accompliſhment of Scripture' Prophecies + ' 
isa permanent Miracle, a more certain proof to us than that Oracular Revelation. 
, For God ſpake but once in that Voice, but he ſpeaks by -the Prophet .to: the end of 
| Time. That was more aſtoniſhing, but leſs inſtructive to us than rophecies He are 
continually unfolded and verified by Events. ' + RY SFaeON 
Before I finiſh this Argument, TI will briefly conſider what i is objeted dt 
ſome Do&rines of the Goſpel, viz. The Trinity, the Divine- Incarnation ;: ths fean 
State and- Sufferings of the Son of Godin the World. Theſe Points haye-been oppo- 
| ſed by the Jews, and other-Infidels, as meer Impoſſbiitics direftly contrary to the Rea- 
ſon of Mankind. 
To this I anſwer; We muſt diſtinguiſh between what is incomprehenſible to Hinuttie 
Reaſon, and what 1 is repugnant to it 5 between thethings which Reaſon cannot 'pe Fea 
| underſtand how they can be, and the things which it perfe&ly "underſtands that they 
cannot be. Natural Light may not be able to diſcover the being of ſome things,'and 
the manner of their exiſtence, which 'really are. | But what it ſees to involve a contra- 
| diction, is abſolutely impoſſible. Now there is no Point in the' 'whole complexion of 
the Chriſtian Faith that is repugnant to Reaſon, The unity and ſupream: equaliry *of 
the Three Perſons in the Godhead tranſcends our Conception, but Reaſon cannot prove . 
= | it to be impoſlible: : For the Effence of God' is not of the ſame condition with created - 
| Subſtances 3 ſo that although-in the. whole compaſs of the Creatures there is no like in- 
— ſtance, but one Nature is always joyn'd with one Subſiſtence, yet'it does-not follow 
; that the Divine Nature may not Subſiſtin Three Perſons, © A'l the- difficulty that is' pre- 

- tended to be invincible is this; That the manner of it isiricomprehenſible. - And tisne- 
ceſſarily ſoz, for 'tis impoſſible that what is Infinite ſhould be pa Ame p Ys a Fis 
nite Mind. 

The Incarnation of the Son of God, wherein the Eſſence NPY Chrifliaety. 
not contrary to Reaſon. Indeed 'tis impoſlible that the Divine Nature ſhould be'{{ 
ſtantially chang'd into the Humane Nature, and God ceaſe to:be' Gofl inbecc ning Man, 

| but the Union of the Deity to the Humane Nature i is not impoſſible. - For what: Tepug- | 
| ance is there, either in reſpe& of God or the Creature? Is: it impoſſible that the Supream Aug, Epiſt. 5. 
Goodneſs ſhould communicate it ſelf in the ſtri&teſt degree of Union to the Reaſonable. Crea- nes worry 


ture, or is the Reaſonable Creature incapable to receive the higheſt -Favour?*  Thisi5a! gre 4 {40a way 

| Myſtery: ; but the DivineOmnipotence 1s not to be limited by our narrow thoughts. *Tis moſt {mr inveti- 
' reaſonable to believe that God can do what we canhot diſcover how: it 3s performed. dl. Tn talday oe 
|| Sezeca prudently obſerves that extraordinary Effe&s in *Nature 'are" "Ungce untdble- Iota ratio 

us, as to their immediate proper” Cauſes, -whilſt-we only” conſider 'the-uſttal' Principles! y by 1, ; ang 


which it Works. | Nay, in the moſt common Works+of Natuge how many thi 
1 ſo perceptible to Senſe that none is ſo ſtupid as to deny them, yet: imperceptibl 
| "Reaſon as to the manner of their produttion? Who: underſtands the admiradle- 
zunion of the Soul and Body in Man? How two Metals of ſo precious and ſo. ho. BS. 1 
loy, Gold and Lead, a Spirit and Matter, the one Celeſtial the other Earthly; *ſhoald'f6 
ſtrictly combine, and notwith nding ſuch diverſi ity in their Natures and Pre __ ri rties\ ir 
brace with ſuch concord in their Inclinations > Now if the ſharpeſt" Eye.- | 
greateſt attention, cannot” diſcern the manner of this' Natural Uno wh 1-14 
above all doubt, can there beiany pretence to dixbelieve Pup-rna tural- Uſer bee Me 
we are not able to comprehendhow they are effected 2. C2 T2 
- 32. Therebeing infallible proofs'that Jeſus Chriſt was fent- from God to'thake known 
| - his Compaſſionate Counſe!s for the Salvation of Man, the conſequence is 'clear A iFie- 
4  ceſſary, that the Do&rines of his | are to be receiv 'd, though never ſo incommprefient- 
ble ” the Natural Underſtanding. There is no Demonſtration more ſure than the Pr In in- 
 ciple of Faith 5 God has declar'd fo, therefore” tis true. *Tis injurious" to his] Jonour to 
wie any other proof of his Word than his Word. 'Tis Ws nore” Cert 
; MA 2 
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vale that a Perſon guilty of the Higheſt even Sacrilegious Pride, ' ſhould be an Inſtrudter 
of the moſt | | . q . $ 

diſtinguiſhes it from all other Inſtitutions, that it. preſerves the Divine Glory entire ; that 


it makgs the profoundeſt impreſſions in the hearts of Men of their meanneſs and vanity, 
and inſpire them with an humble ſenſe of their infinite diſtance fromGod. And for the 
holineſ: 
Porphiry a Platonick Philoſopher, who excelled as in Learning and Eloquence, ſo in 'Ma- 
_ lgnity, the moſt furious Enemies of - Chriſtiovity 3' yet he was by irreſiſtible E vidence 
compell'd to acknowledge, That Jeſus Chriſt was « moſt Pious and Excellent Perſon, and 
that efter his Death he aſcended into Heaven. And 1s it credible that the ſame Perſon, 
whoſe Life was a Glorious Example of Holineſs and Rightcouſneſs, ſhould be guilty "of 
Y the moſt tranſcendent Wickedneſs ? *Tis not poſſible for an unprejudic'd Mind to enter- 
| tain ſuch a {uſpicion. 22 60 
4. That the Son of God was here below in a mean ſtate, that he was expos'd to the 
moſt cruel and ignomimious Death, if we conſider the great end of his condeſending 
Goodneſs, it al pet to be moſt worthy of him ; and that there is no contradiftion in 
e things themſelves, bift in-the perverſe Minds of Infidels: For, ed -— lc: 
_ Firſf® He was to redeem the World notin the way of Majeſty, but by humble Obedi- 
ence, and Sufferings. - Thus it wasordered by Divine Wiſdom for the Honour of God's 
Attributes and Government. Now if he had appear'din ſenſible Glory, the defign of his 


4 


coming had been fruſtrated : Who would have dared to condemn him to the infamous 


«a 


as a-Divine- Man, and might have preſerv'd him from Death. Nay, when the glittering 
Hoſt of Heaver 
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 .. Secondly, | 
He 


of his Life, Iſhall produce a Teſtimony that can be liable to no exception ; 'tis of | 


' Death of the Croſs > Who would have ſhed his Blood, the price of our Redemption? 
- And tis very obſervable that our Saviour made no uſe of Is Supernatural Power, when 
e doing:a Miracle before Herod would have ſtruck him with the Reverence of him 


n, all the Orders of Angels were in Armsready upon his leaſt Call to have 
than Lightning for his reſcue, yet he meckly [yielded himſelf up a Bloody 
ad, and an Ignominious SpeQacle to Men. For thus it became him 40 ful- 


aneſs. pt 
y, Another great end of his Coming was to found a Spiritual Eternal Kingdom ; 
was conſtituted a new Adaw, to regenerate Men to an Holy Bleſſed Life, that were con- 

|  demned 


? 


_ dom and Power appeared in the Creation , ſo Infinite Mercy * 


| This is the great Argument and Motive of the Adoration andſolemn Praiſe | 
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demned in the firſt Adam to Death and Miſery. Therefore his Life was a Coritinnal ex-. 
erciſe of Selt-denial, a pattern of Innocence and Patience, of doing| Good and Tiffer- 
ing Evil. Thus he convinces us that nothing is valuable in' God's account bat Holinets 


Preaching his Life and Death ſhould be attended with the Power of the Spirit, to difpenſ; 
a vigorous Influence into the Hearts of Men for his Imitation. And certainly his Fx- 
ample is of admirable uſe and profit. ' For thus he ſweetens and makes ' honovrablc 
thoſe Vertues, the exerciſe of which were very difficult- and unpleaſing either in' reſpei 
of their quality, being contrary to Fleſhly Luſts, or as they expoſe. to Contenip ; 1 th 
Opinion of the World, | For who can refuſe, or be aſham'd to praiſe the molt ſever 


Selt-denial, when in that he is 'made a Copy of ſo Divine an Original as th & wk 


God > Now conſidering what an influence his Aﬀi@ted State has to 'procin © Frethia 


ſcend thus low > Is ir. unbecoming that God loves as God > 'Tha yon Infini rep pe 


tate — 


Redemption 2 What is'more Divine than Infinitely to exceed all the Idear we can 
frame of Perfx& Love > To do greater things -for his Enemies, than Men are 


. willing to do for their deareſt Friends > And where Sin abounds; that 'Grace ſupera- 


” 


bounds? Thys the Eye of Reaſon cleard by Revelation, ſees that the voluntary Hurmilia- 
tion of the Son of God for a time, is ſo far from diminiſhing, that it exalts his Majeſty 
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able Creatures ſhall for ever Pay unto him, wherein his derivative Glory conſiſts. 
From what has been diſcours'd we may ſee the juſt grounds of our firm' Aﬀent and perfe 
Adherence to the Dodtrine of the Goſpel. There are not only: ſufficient 'bac? abtmadan 


ed, ſhould not ſee the Truth ſo llluſtriouſly viſible. 
is given by the Apoſtle: The God of this World hath bl 
of 
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SA - Clare exprelly,. that the Meſſzah the Prince ſhould be cut off, but not for himſelf, but to 

P. 5* + make reconciliation for Iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs : Yet they were (o 

NV prepoſſeſt with the Ideas of a Terrene Felicity, that they would interpret all the Scrip- 

tures by that meaſure, as if the Meſſzah ſhould come into the World to repair no other 

ruins. but of their Temporal State and Liberty : Therefore they ſpake of him with ſcorn- 

ful Titles; 4s for this Fellow we know not from whence he js : and is not this the Carpenter £ 

Shall the glorious Prophecies ot the Mejjzah be accompliſh'd in him ? Shall he have Do- 

minion from Sea to Sea, and from the River to the ends of the Earth £ Shall all Kings 

bow down before him, ' and all Nations ſerve him? There was nothing to ſatisfie their 

fight in his outward Appearance and Retinue; and his Miraculous Condeſcention, 1o 

much below their'exp<Ctations, was more powerful to harden them in Unbelief, than 

© all his Supernatural Operations to inJuce them to Believe in him. And as the Jews from 

' their Aﬀection to ſecular things, were Enemies to the Goſpel ; ſo the Heathen Philoſo- 

phers from Spiritual Pride-: For they vainly afteCted the Praiſe of Knowledge and -Ver- 

tue, as. the Fruit of their own Mind, and the. ProduCt of their own Will. They did 

not conſider-God asthe-Fountain of Truth; and whether the Ray of his Knowledge 

comes direftly and immediately into us, or by refletion from others, theGlory of it 

_ 35entirely due to him. Beſides, the great Myſteries of Godlineſs not being ſuitable to 
their firſt Opinions, were reje&ed with diſdain as fooliſh Impoſfibilities. And in every 

Age ſince; even in the Pale of the Church, there are ſome ſecret Infidels-that eſteem the. 
Government a Fable, and ſonie who peremptorily deny the Fundamental Articles of 

Chriſtianity. Thoſe who are Slaves to their Eyes and Appetites will raiſe Clouds to ob- 

{cure that Truth that forbids their dear Luſts upon pain of Damnation. The pretended 

difficulty of Belief, is but a thin 'tranſparent pretence, the difficulty of Fradtice is the 

_ true cauſe of their rejeing.the Goſpel. They would not have the Precepts of it to 

be their Duty, and therefore are unwilling to acknowledge the Doftrines of it*to be 

* true. And thoſe who ſet up a Tribunal in their own Underſtandings to which Divine 

Revelation muſt ſubmit, -will not believe what is above their jo: Araliqies Reaſon. 

But that the Soul exempt from Paſſions and Prejudice has no juſt Temptation to disbe- 

lieve the Chriſtan Doctrine, is eviderit ; in that ſo many Perſons in whom the concurrence 

of Wiſdom and Vertue was equally flouriſhing and excellent after the moſt exa& diſcuſſion, 

embrac'd it as the Heavenly Truth. If there were falſeneſs in its Principles, or weaknels it its 

 Proof,how could it ſcapetheir Diſcovery ? And that they were ſincerein their belief is above 

all donbt ; for they willingly ſacrificed all that is yaluable and dear.in-'this Life for the 

Profeſhon of 'it. Now was it ever known that any Perſon” would knowingly chooſe an 

Errour fo deſiruftive > The Will ſeduc'd by Senſe imbraces ſometimes that that is con- 

demn'd by Reaſon, but it neyer adheres to thoſe that are contrary both to Reaſon and 

Senſe. . By this it appears that Infidelity has no juſt Plea from the inſufficiency of the 

proofs of- the Chriſtian Religion, which have fully ſatisfied the Wiſeſt, the moſt Con- 

{iderate and. Sincere, part of Mankind. A corrupt Heart is the Spring and Prin- 

ciple of the illufions of the Mind in things that concern Salvation. . 

2. The Goſpel propounds to us the moſt proper and powerful Motives of love to 

God. In the ville World there is a Repreſentation ſo conſpicuous and' full of his 

Divine Majeſty, Power and Wiſdom that form'd and regulates all things, that 'tis not poſh1- 

ble but the Attentive regarding of it, will nake- impreſſions of Reverence and Fear, 

will raiſe our Eſteem and Admiration. But thoſe are Dead Sentiments without Love. 

And that in the guilty Creature fearful of God's Wrath, muſt be firſt excited by the 

hopes of his Pardoning Mercy. Now the Love and Kindneſs of God our Saviour appear- | 
ed to Man in bis Redemption in the moſt eminent manner. Thovgh in that bleſſed 'Work | 
the Divine Perfettions are re'ucent in various effefts, Wiſdom delign'd it, Power accom- 
pliſh'd it, Holineſs and Righteouſneſs was gloriouſly declar'd in it; yet, as 'tis applied to the 
Benefit of Man, 'tis the ſole effett of Wiſe, Almighty, Holy, Tender Love. Mercy ſof- 
ten'd. God's Bowels, open'd Heaven, ſent down his Son to be one with us in Nature, 
thathe ' might exchange his Merits and Blefſedneſs for our Guilt and Miſery. - Miracu- 
lous Love! to make his only begotten Son our Brother, to humble him' to the condition 
ofa Servant, /that we moſt unworthy to be his Servants ſhould be advanc'd to be his Chil- | 
dren: Nay, to expoſe him to the Death of a Malefattor, equally Ignominious and Pain- 
ful, that we MalefaQtors might obtain Life and Glory. If ever Love deſerv'd the title | 
of Exceſs, 'tis this z for though not without Reaſon, yet 'tis without all bounds and - 
meaſure. *Tis ſo far above our thought, that 'tis hard to have a firm belief of it. * 
What the P/almiſt ſpeaks of the Temporal Deliverance of the Church, is more juſtly .ap- | 
plicable to its Spiritual Eternal Deliverance. When the Lord turned again the Captivity of 
ion, we were like to them that Dream. As if a Poor Man fancying in a Dream that he 
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is a King, adorn'd with the Enſigns of Royalty, and between hopes and fears ſhould en- ny 


quire of himſelf, Am I awake and in my right Mind ? Is this Scepter, this Robe, this 
Crown real? Or, is it all the pleaſant deceit of Imagination > And how -can we Treflet 
upon the amazing Grace of God that brings Salvation, but ſach thoughts will ariſe ? 
Is it true that God did not ſpare his moſt innocent and dear Son to abſolve: us guik 

Rebels? Did he Dye for his Father's Enemies and his own 2 Unparallell'd / Love | | only 
to be fully conceiv'd by an Infinite Underſtanding. . That the Divine Father ſhould 
ſeem to Love us mote than his only begotten Son, in giving him up to Death for us 
that the Son of God ſhould Love us more than his own Life in Dying to reconcile us 
to his Father, were incredible but for the Teſtimony of God himſelf. Who can refiſt 
the ſweet Violence, the powerful AttraQtives of this Love > How can any Perſon that 
has the uſe of Reaſon to conſider this great Love, not be inflan1'd with AﬀeQtion towards 
his Saviour 2 How is 1t poſſible that theſe wide extreams ſhou1dbe found United, the In- 
finite Goodneſs of God, and the Equal Unthankfulneſs of Men ? That they hate and of- 
fend whom they are obliged by the deareſt Titles to love and ſerve. Methinks ſuch un- 
natural Ingratitude ſhould only be found in Hell; where Deſpair of Redemption has 
blotted out in thoſe loſt Souls the memory of the Love and Merits of the Redeemer. 'But 
that on Earth where his moſt precious Blood was ſhed, and is applicable for the Salvation 
of all that will receive him by Faith and Love, that here injuries are returned for his in- 
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eſtimable Benefits, is the moſt enormous Impiety. What ſhall we render unto him for onr Padin 


for his ſake, is not comparable to one Thorn of his Bleeding Crown. Let ws return Love, that 
is ſo infinitely due to him. Wo to ws if we do not love hins. y nr EL 


” 


Conſider further, that the ſame moſt free Love that gave the Redeemer for us, has re- 
veal'd him to us. For whd could have imagined that the Son of God ſhon}d deſcend 
from his Throne in Heaven, and from the Boſom of his Father into the Womb of a Vir- 
gin-Mother, and become Man, to ſaveus by his Sufferings? Who could have any hopes 
that the Humane Nature, our low and heavy Earth, ſhoutd aſcend above the Heavens >- 
The World by Natural Light knew no more of his coming to recover it from Miſery, 
than it perceiv'd when the ſame Word in the Creation rais'd it from the Abyſs of Nothin 


ples, not on]y the real Proofs that he was Jeſas that ſuffered, but of his Love. 'They might ſee 


his Heart open and Hands rent for them. And ſuch 'a Loveis dueto him. ' That which 


is only productive of Leaves and Bloſoms, of AﬀeRionate Words of our Saviour, -butiun-' 
fruitful in the Works of Holineſs, may deceive Men by a fair appearance, but not his Eye, 
who judges of the truth and ſtrength of our Love to hin, by our keeping his Commandments, 
y 


In ſhort, as an a&ive Heat proceeds by an emanation from the Fire z ſo a chearful Rea- 


dineſ(s and Zeal to do the Will of Chriſt naturally flows from Love conſecrated to him. 


But to enforce this the more, let us further confider. ” 
3. Weare obliged by all the titles of Gratitude and Juſtice, of Natural and Divine 
Reaſon, to walk as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt. | | 


Firſt, The Dignity of the Author requires this of us. The Son of God came down 
from Heaven ; and if the Alluſion may be alldwed, | 
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Depoſuit radios, propinſque accedere juſſit 


laid down his Glory, that he might familiarly teach us our Duty in order to our Happi-' 
neſs: And if the Word ſpoken by Angels was freefef , and every Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedi- 
ence received a juſt recompence of Reward ; How ſhall we eſcape if we negle# ſo great Sal 
uation, which as the firſt, began to be ſpoken by the Lord ? -” oa 
Secondly, The Perfeftion and Plainneſs of this Rule. 'Tis a wiſe obſervation, 


* That thoſe Laws are beſt for Government; that are ſo clear and particular that nothing Ariſt, ater 


* 15 left to the will of the inferiour Judge, who is not uſually ſo capable, and pure from 
* by-reſpeds as the Lawgiver. The Goſpel is a.Light wherein all Vertues ſhine in their 
bright eminence, and all Vices bluſhin their odious deformity. It excludes all wer 
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|| Que cum ita 

_ fint, magna vis 
delicet preroga- 
tiva de nomine 
Chriftianitatis 
blandiri peſſu- 
mus, quia ita 
agimus, ac vi- 


dicimur, oppro- 
brim Chrifti 

eſe videamur. 

* Fftimari de 
caltoribess ſus 
 Poteft ille qui 
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do enim bonus 


jus Fam males 
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that 'the meancſt Underſtandings may ſce the way to Happineſs. There can be ” 


palliations and excules for thoſe who will rather argue than obey. For the Revclation 
of God's Will 18 {o tull and opzn in it, that 'tis dire& Rebellion not to yield entire Sub- 
j:Ction to it: And they who know their Maſter's Will, .and do it not, ſhall be beaten with many 
Stripes. 4 | | 

Thirdly, Tocommentd it to our Praftice we have an Example of perfe& Obedience ſet 
before us. If Jeſus Chriſt had repreſented in the World no other perſon but of the Word 
and Wiſdom of bis Father ; as a Maſter to regulate and guide us by his Commands, bad re- 
vealed to us the Secrets of another World, and then aſcended to Heaven ; the higheſt Re- 
verence and Obſervance had been due to his Laws. But to encourage and edge our indu- 
ſiry. he was pleaſed to exhibit in his Lite a Pattern of Univerſal Obedience. He gave us 


Rules of ſuch; perfect Holineſs, that there ſeemed no neceſſity of his praCtice for our in- 


ſtru&ion : And the living Image of his Laws was ſo viſible in his A@ions, that his ſole 
Example affords us a Model of entire Sanity, There is no kind of Vertue from the low- 
eſtto the moſt Heroick, of which he might not ſay as he did to his Diſciples in his laſt Sup- 
per, 1 have given you an Example, that ye ſhould do as I have done to you. And what ſhould 
be more powerful in the Breaſts of Chriſtians than a Sacred Ambition to be like the Son of 
God, than a dear AﬀeCtion to be conform'd to their Saviour ? 

Fourthly, To excite us to our Duty, the Goſpel offers ſuch a Reward to encourage Obe- 
dience, and threatneth ſuch prepar'd Plagues againſt Diſobedience, that unleſs a Man be 


- miraculouſly transform'd into a ſtupid Beaſt, hecannot but be moved by them. 


Now what Darkneſs of Mind, or rather what pzrverſneſs of heart is it, if the great In- 


tereſt of the one and the other Eternity, the Blefſed and the Miſerable, be not ſufficient to. 


work upon us ? -But alas ! how thany who pretend to be the Diſciples of Chriſt,do not obey 


him as their Maſter, love him as their Redeemer, nor fear him as their Judge > They live 


as if Chriſt had commanded them to pleaſe, not to crucifie the Fleſh, and the Luſts thereof - 
As if he had bid them {et all their AﬀeQions, their Loves, Defires, Hopes, Joys in preſent 
periſhing things, and not in everlaſting to come ;. to labour for the Riches of this 
World, as if they were Eternal Inhabitants on the Earth, and not Strangers and Pilgrims 
1n the way to Heaven. Theſe are worſe Enemies of our Saviour than the Heathens that do 


_ th notknow him, or the Jews that deny him. For, wearing the Livery of his Servants, 
an populus eſſe they || defame his moſt holy Profeſſion, obſcure his Glory, and blaſpheme him in their 
Lives. If Infidels that never heard the ſound of the Goſpel, ſhould ſee their Converſati- - 


on, - what judgment would they make of the Excellence of Chriſt, and the Holineſs of his 
Law? They would * blaſpheme his Goodneſs without defence. Unholy Chriſtians are 
the.moſt gwlty Sinners in the World. And their Puniſhment will be heightned accor- 


calitr. Quome- dingly ; For they exaſperate Mercy, and make the Blood of Atonement to cry for Venge- 
Magiſter eft, > ARCE Againſt them, If it be extream perverſnels to disbelieve the Goſpel after.ſo clear a Reve- 


Jation from God ; what degree of folly and wickedneſs is it, for thoſe whoſe believe its 
Truth, to contradict the evidence and deſign of it in their Lives, as if there were no doubt 
of its falſeneſs ? | =” 
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| By the Lord FESUS CHRIST. 
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HE Subje F; of the enſuing Diſcoutfer- is of that 
mneflimable Excellency and [I mportance, that 1t de 
ſerves our deepefi Refleftions and Care to confider 
and apply it : 'T's the great Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs, the deſign of Eternal Wiſdom , the chick ft b/ all God's - 
Works, that contains the glorious Wonders of his Mercy aud © 
Power , wherein he renders himſelf moſt worthy of our is 


Feeneration and Afje econ. Our = raiſed Thoughts are mift- 


nitely beneath its Dignity. Though the Light of the Goſpel | 
hath clearly reveal'd fo much of it, as is requifite t0 be known 
in our earthly flate, yet the ſublimer Parts are flill ſecret, and 
reſeryd for a full ihewery , by the brightneſs of our Saviour's 
Appearance. Now if the Excellency of things excites our 


Spirits to be attentive in ſearching into their Nature, this Di- 


vine Objed ſhould awaken all our Powers, aud arreft our Minds, 


in, the. ſeriops fleady Contemplation of it, being alone capable to. 
Immortal Appetite. 


ſarf) their 

The Importance of it 1s correſpondent to its Feels; for. 
tis no leſs than .the recovery of us from extreme and eternal 
Miſery, and the -reftoring of us to the  Empyment of the Bleſſed 
God ; a Þ elictty without compariſon or end. If we have an 


regard to Salvation, ( and who would be fo unhappy as to. _— 


left it for unconcerning frivolous V gnity ? ) it will be delight- 
ful to know the means by which we may obtarn it ; and to em-- 
ploy the flying moments of our ſhort time, 1n thoſe things that 
are profitable for our laft End, that we may not we. Temps: 
ral and Eternal Life together. 

Many of the Ancient and Modern Divines have written of 
this N "Be Argument, from whom [I have received benefit in 
the following Conn: But none, as I know, hath confider- 
ed all the Parts together, and preſented them 1n one view, There 
flill remains a rith abundance for the perpetual Exerci My; of our 
| Fe N Spirits, 
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Spirits. . The Eternal Word alone was able to perfet all F 
things by once ſpeaking. Human Wor ds. are but an Eccho that 


”* ” 
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anſwers the V oice of God, and cannot fully expreſs its Power, | 

nor paſs fo immediately through the Senſe to the Heart, but | 

© they muſt be repeated. May theſe Diſcourſes be effettual to ; 

' inflame us with the moſt ardent Love to our Saviour , who ; 
ranſom'd us with the unvaluable Price of his own Blood ; and 

2 © t0 perſwade us to live for Heaven, the Purchaſe of that Sa- 

: cred Treaſure, I ſhall for ever acknowledge the Divine Grace, 
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and obtain my utmoft Aim. | 
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The Introduftin. 4 ſhort View of Man's primitive 
Conformity to God, natural, moral, and 
Dominion over the Creatures. The moral 


| . Tefers to all the Pacultres. . Th Ha pi 
troe and jpiritual Nature. 


S* 


Creatures he 1s only capable of. a Law. 

Nature contains, God entered 1uto. a Covenant 1 

| The Reaſons of that Diſpenſation.* The Terms of 

"nant were | becoming God and Man. The ſpecial. 
the Covenant concerning the Tree of Know, 

vil. The Reaſons of the Prohibition, 
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Kingdom of God confiſts. , In thi 

| Natural ; the Law ſuppoſes Man upright, and 1 
{es to exatt Obedience, is called Lite 3 it rewards Innocenc n 
mortality .: But the Bleſſedneſs of the Goſpel is ſtiPd Salvatiba, which 
gn, the refcinng of lapſed Man from a State of Miſery, and the inveſting of him with 
[n TP ro v4 Diſcovering of the Excellency of this Benefit, and the endearing Oblig; 
tions laid on. us by our Redeemer, 'cis neceſſary to take a_ view. of that dreadful and d 
rate Calamity which {eiz'd upon Mankind : The Wretchedneſs of our Captivity 


ſtrates the G Ny of our Redemption. And fince the Miſery of Man was not the origi- 
nal Condition of his Nature, but the effect of his guilty Choice, 'tis requiſite to make ſome 


Reflection upon his firſt State, as he came our of the pure Hands of God; that compa» . 
ring our preſent Miſery with our loſt Happineſs, we may revive in our Breaſts the AﬀeR; . 
ons of Sorrow, Shame and Indignation againſt our ſelyes ; and confidering that the Hea- 
venly 444 hath purchaſed for usa Title to a better Inheritance than was forfeited by the 
ray foie we may, with the more affeQinate Gratitude extol the Favour and Power p 
our Reagemmer, EW TS 


Ee 


0 


" ther of Lights. 


| This includes, = i. 
Firſt, The ttatural Similitude of God in the Subſtance of the Soul, as it is an intelligent, 


free, ſpiritual and Immortal Being. ''T oy re to be the Reaſon of the Law, that 


Whoſo ſheds Man's Blood, by Man (ball is 


ed; for in the Image of God made he 
Man, Gen. 9.6. | ; 


Qualizies and PerfeQions. 


Secondly, A moral Relembla in its ql 7 ; | 
 Thirdh, That Happineſs add, Bygaity of Man's State, which was the Conſequent and Ac- 
ceſſion to his. Hokat(s? | The paturp! Reſemblance I ſhall not 1 on. For the diſtin&t 


Illuſtration of the other, we muſt conſider God in a threefold reſpett. 
1. In reſpett of his abſolute Holine(s, u»ſpotted Purity, infinite Goodneſs, ircorruptible Ju- 


| ſlice, and whatever we.conceive under the notion of moral Perfeftions | 


_ 2. With reſpett to his compleat Blefledneſs, { the reſult of Wis infinite Excellencies; ) as 
he is perfeRly, exempt from all Evik which nught allay and lefſen his Felicity, and enjoy. 
thoſe Pleaſures which are worthy of his pure Nature and glorious State. 
3+ In regard of his ſuprefte Dominion, which extends it {elf tq all things in Heaven and 

zith. Now ia ve. Farticipatiyh:of theſe rhe Image of God did principally conſiſt. The 


f_Man wes the Copy of the Divine Purity ;his Happineſs a Repreſentation of 
ST} ad tis Daminlow over the lower Wark the Reſemblino of God 
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a particular Survey of t | FEPY D 
conformed ta'God in Holineſs, .*/This appears by the Expreſſians of the 
p the SanQubicatipn of corrupt: Man, which he ſets forth, by the revewing 


oY vir and Holineſs, after the Image of the Creator. ' The Reno- 
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. 
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him in Know 


. atiaivofi things is the reſtoring of them to,thuir Primicive State, and is more.or. leſs per- 


+. by its'proportion.-to, or-diſtance from the Origina/. Holineſs and Righteouſneſs are 
the comprehenſive Su#: of the Moral Law, whicti not only repreſents the Will, but the 
Natoce of God: in. his Supreme Excellency, and in conformity to it the Divine Likeneſs 
eminently appeared. -- ovors created with the PericCtion of Grace : The Progreſs of 
the moſt excellent Saints is incomparably ſhort of his Beginning: By this, we may, 1n part, 
conjecture at the Beauty of Holineſs in him, of which one faint Ray appearing in renewed 
Perſons is Jo amiable. "This Primitive Beauty is expreſt in Scripture y ReQitude : | God 
made Man upright. There was an univerſal entire Re/Fitade in his Faculties, diſpoling them 
for their proper Operations. This will more fully appear by conſidering the diſtin Pow- 
ers of the Soul, in their regular Conftitutions. | ns 

© '1, The Underſtanding was inrich'd with Knowledge. Nature was unveiled to Ade, 
he entred, into its SanQuary , and diſcover'd its »yſter ious ol orb When ghe Crea- 
tures came to pay their Homage to him, whatſoever he called them, that was the Nite there- 
of, Gen. 2. 19. And their Names expreſt their Natures. His Knowledg reach'd through 
the Whole Compaſs of the Creation, from the Ser the glorious Veſſel of Light, to the G/o- 
worm that ſbines in the Hedg. And this Knowledge was not acquired by Study, 'twas 
not the Fruit of anxious Inquiry, but as the Ilumination of the Air is in an inſtant by the 
Light of the Morning, ſo his underſtanding was enlightened by a pure Beam from the Fa- 


Beſides, he had ſuch a knowledge of the Deity, as was ſufficient for his Duty and Feli- 
city. His Mind Cid not ſtick in the materia! part of things, but aſcended by the ſeveral 
"Ranks of Beings to the viniverfal Cauſe. He diſcover'd the Glory of the Divine Eſſence and 
Attribates by their wonderful Effects. B- | 


r. Almighty Power. Whea he firſt open'd his Eyes, the ſtupendious Fabrick of Hea- 
ven and Farth preſented it ſelf to his view, and in it the molt expreſs and clear CharatFers 
of that glorious Power which produced it. For what could overcome the infinite diſtance 
between not being and being, but infinite Power ? As there is no proportion between nor 
being and being, ſo the Cauſe which unites thoſe T erms, muſt be without Limits. Now 
the Divine Word alone ( which calls the things that are not, as if they were ) cauſed the 
VVorld to rife froni the 4by/s of empty nothing. At God's Command the Heavens and all 
their 


Yo 
” 


iu Contrroing Man's Ki 


hes Hoit were cxeated, Ang this led him to conſid 
for. infinite Power is, incompatible with a ſme. 'e El 
menſity he.might aſcend to the Eternity of God. 
finite without bounds, infer one another, "a 
'tis impoſſible, that any thing which is format b 
be limited 1n its Nature YT the cauſe that proc 
( Rowp. 1. 20.) that the ternall Power of God is 
joining with the Diſcovery &f his Pow t 0 hs Þ 
; Admirable W TAY, appear'd t nin 

ets and Union, the Order. Hffee ? 
diſcerned that Wiſdom which, gulatky.; oe oa all. 'Tis thus that Wiſdom { 
Prov. 8. 27, 28, 29. When he ; 1d the Heavens, I was there : When he ſet C mpals up, 
the F ace of the Depth : When he «ft abliſta the Clouds above : When he ftrehethened the Foy 
tains of the Deep : : When te - £4ve the Sea his Decree, that the Water « og ONT oP ! 


pk T bilig of the * World, Y 


mandments : , Fe he erty the Foundations. of the A Twas him, 
in the beſt manner for Ornament and VE... _ The knowledge. f this 1s fd hi 
Wonder and Delight. The Pſalmiſt IEat | cort | W th Alto! DLL Fri wp 'one 


of innumerable Miracles, Pfal. 104. 24. 0. 4 
baf thou mace them ll _ And if he diegvery 
/orks of God, when the V3 of. t 
the Fall ; How much more d1 , WL 
fices of 1 its Parts, the Harmony of the whol | 
hath joined together fuch a multitude of 
Publick Peace is preſeryed. by thy ir Pri 
knowledge, that Great is 
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And as by contemplatin 
If: Aden ty q A (MY 
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Stture was oy ot ral t 
Heavens. A Divine wy Majeſt 

Re ., ſoon ec/ips'd by a Dileaſe, and: Fnen uiſh'd 
nance without any Declination, The DF e Was oe s pecull ing the: 
preter of the Mind, and capable to fi all the AﬀeRtions of the wh In: ſhor 
Body was ſo framed, as fO ke a Vi bl. Diſcover ry of the A nts | 9-3 - his 'C 
And Src he refleRted upon his Soul thar animated his. Dug. Uts's excellent En 


wherein 'tis comparable to the Angels, its Capacity of ying God Himſelf 
had an internal and moſt clear ge Me Glorjous Perl Aer ons © 
For Man, who alone admires the Works 0 God: is the SOR $5 iſ 


2. The Image of God was reſplendent in Man's Po ty the Scat Xs CINE Knows 
ledg, and Treaſury of moral Principles. The dire&ive Faculty was Fines and 1 
nat infected. with any diſguiſing Tinure : Twas clear from all Prejydi 
might render it an incompetent Judg of Good and Evil. It inſtrued Man in ; 
Parts of his Relative Obligations to God, and the Creatures. 'T'was not fetterrd and 
find, feartully  aabews | from what is lawful z nor licentious and indulgent in 
forbidden. Briefly, Conſciefice in Adam upright, was a ſubordinate'God, t V 
and exaQted Obedience tothar Glorious Being who is its Superiour.. 
3. There was a Divine Imp reſſion on the Will. Spiritual Reaſon kept the Throne , 
and the inferior Faculties obleeved- an eaſy and regular Subordination to-its Diftates, 
The AﬀeQtions were exerciſed with proportion to the Quality of their Objefts. . Reaſon 
was their inviolable Rule, Love the moſt noble, and Maſter-affeRion; which gives Be- 
ing and Goodneſs to all the reſt, even to Hatred ir ſelf ; ( for fo much we hate an ob 
» AS it hinders our Enjoyment of the Good we love; ) This precious Incenſe *was 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
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Tear Beauty and Delight, that it repreſented the. Celeftial/ Paradiſe which is refreſhed with 


ED. 


= 


fffered up to the excellent and Supreme Being, which was the Author of his Life. Aden 
fully obeyed the firſt ant great Command, of loving the Lord with all his Heart, Soul and 
Strength. - His Love to other things was regulated by his Love to God. There was a per- 
fe accord between Fleſh 'and Spirit in him. They both joyned in the Service of God, 
and were naturally moved to their Happineſs: As the two Eyes conſent in their motion, 
ſo Reaſon and Senſe agreed for the ſame End. In ſhort, the Image of God in Adam, was 
a living, powerful Principle, and had the ſame relation to the Soul which the Soul hath to 
rhe og MF tg and order all its Faculties in their Offices and Operations, according 
to the Will of his Creator, ___ | 


Man- . Herein he 


the two Natures, which enter into Man's Compoſition : 


EY 


God conliſted ( though in an inferior degree) in the ha PY State of 
:mbled that infinitely bleſſed Being. This Happineſs had relation to 


7. To the Animal and Senſitive, and this conſiſted in two things. 1. In the excellent 
Diſpoſition of his Organs. 2. In the Enjoyment of convenient Oren. ; 
'x. In the excellent diſpoſition of the Organs. His" Body was formed immediately by 
God, and ſo not liable to thoſe DefeAs which proceed from the weakneſs of ſecond Cau- 
ſes. No Blemiſh, or Diſeaſe, which are the EfleCts and Footfteps of Sin, were to be found 


in, him. His Health was not a frail inconſtant Diſpoſition, eaſily ruw'd by the jarring 


Elements, but firm and ſtable. | The Humours were in a juſt Temperament, to prevent 
: mig end to the diſſolution of that” excellent Frame, Briefly, all 


any Diftemper which 
the Senſes were quick 


©: 2; There were convenient ObjeQts to entertain his ſenſitive Faculties. 
He enjoyed Nature. in his 072854! Purity, crown'd with the Benediftion of God, before 
"twas' blaſted with the Curſe. The World was all Harmony, and Beauty, becomung the 
Goodneſs of the Creator :_ and not as ?tis ſince the Fall, diſorder'd and deformd in many 


-. parts, the Efle& of his Juſtice. | The Earth was liberal to Adam of all its Treaſures , the 


t, and ſweeteſt Tnfluences. 5, He was ſeated: in Eder, a Place of fo 


Rivers of Pleaſure. And as the «ltimate End of the Creatures was to raiſc his Mind, and 


inflame his Heart with the Love of his great BenefaQtor z fo their firſt and natural Uſe 


was the SatisfaQtion of the Senſes, from whence the felicity of the Animal Life did pro- 


Excellencies, yet his Knowledg was anſwerable to the Degrees of Revelation wherein 


rent Vail of the Creatures. And from hence there aroſe in the Soul a Pleaſure pure, ſolid 


and ſatisfying, a Pleaſure Divine ; for God takes inſinite contentment in the contemplation 


of Himſelf. 
- 2. The Happineſs of Man conſiſted in the Love of God. *Twas not the naked Spe- 
culation of the Deity that made him happy, but ſuch a Knowledg as raviſhed his Aﬀecti- 
ons: For Happineſs reſulrs from the Fritions of all the Faculties. * 15 trne, that by 
the Mediation of the Underſtanding the other Faculties have acceſs to an '/6ject ; the 
Will and Aﬀections can't be inclined to any thing, but by vertue of an A of che Mind 
which propounds it as worthy of them: It follows therelore that when by the Diſca- 
very of the rranſcendent Excellencies in God, the Soul 1s excited to love and to delight in 
Him as its ſ#preme Good, *tis then really and periectly happy. Now: as Arn _ 2 
e- "= perkect 


hvely, able to perform with Facility, Yigour-and Delight, their 
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in Contriving Man's Redemption. 


perſeR Knowledg of God, fo the height of his Love was anſwerable tohis Knowledg, and 
the Compleatnels of his Enjoyment was according to his Love. All the Divine Excellen- Chap-” 
cies were amiable to him. The Majeſty, Purity, Juſtice, and Power of God, which, are —V>- 


the Terrour of guilty Creatures, ſecured his Happineſs whilſt he continued in his Obedi 


| His Conſcience was clear and calm, no unquigt Fears diſcompoſed its Tranquility, | "was 
| the ſeat of Innocence and Peace. Briefly, his Love to God-was perfeft, { 1 Joh. 4. 10.) 
; without any Allay of tormenting Fear; and Delight, its inſeparat le attendant, was pare, | 
: without the leaſt mixture of Sorrow. 

3- There was in Man's Dominion and Power over the Creatures a ſhining part. of God's 
Image. He was appninted God's Lieutenant .in the World, and adorned with a Flower 
of his Crown. God gave him the ſolemn Inveſtiture of this Dignity, when he brought 
the Creatures to receive their Names from him, ( P/al. $8. 5, 6.) which was a Mark of 
| their Homage, and a Tokey of his Supreme Empire to command them by their Names, As 
this Donjinion was eſtabliſh'd by the Order of God, ſo 'twas exerciſed by the Mediation 
of the Body. In his Face and Words there was ſomething ſo powerful, as commanded 
all the Hoſts of the lower World. And as their SubjeQtion was moſt eaſy without Con- 
ſtraint or Reſiſtance, fo *rwas moſt equal without Violence and Oppreſſion. Fa £5 = 


, 
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qo Thus holy and bleſſed was Ada in his Primitive State. And that he might. continue 4 
[- ſo, he was obliged for ever to obey the Will of God; who beſtowed upon him Life and 
Happiteſs. By the firſt negle& of 'his Duty he would moſt juſtly and inevitably incur 
: the Loſs of both. This will appear by conſidering the Deſign of God in the-Creation. 
; God did not make the World and Man for the meer Exerciſe of his Power, and ſo left 
them ; but as the Produftion of all things was from his Goodneſs, ſo their "Reſolution 
: and Tendency is for his Glory. He is as univerſally the fins, as the efficient Cauſe of all 
| , Creatures. For that which receives its Being from another, can't. be an End to it ſelf; 
Lb | For the Previſion of the end in the Mind of the Creator ſets him a work, and is antrce- 
dent to the Being of the Creature. Therefore the: Wiſe Man tells us, Prov. 16, 4. That 
God made all things for poet And, the Apoſtle, Rom. 11. 36. That Of, him, «nd ohm 3, 
and through do are ail things ; to whom be glory for ever. The lower of Creatur 
objettively glorify God, as ; is a viſible demonſtration of his excellent; Attributes-in 
them : Man is only qualified to know and love the Creator. PTY as the Hopobt,, of all | 
redounds to him, 'tis his. Duty to pay. the! Tribute for all. By his. Mout 
makes its Acknowledgment. to God... He is the Interpreter of the ſilent and uoit bo. 
ed Praiſes, which the full Qzire of Heaven and Earth. renders to him.'.;Q. ps all 5, 
Works praiſe thee, Pſal..145, 10. (from the moſt noble tothe leaft worthy ). thy Soars; 
bleſs thee. Thankfulneſs:i is the Hemage duc from Underſtanding Creatures... 
b | 'And from hence it follows, that Man only was in a State of ww0ral dependenct od a AD 
F ble of a Law. : For a Law, being the Declaration of the Superiour's. Will requiring: Obe- 
dience, and chreatning Puniſhment on the, Failqre thereof, there muſt: bea Principle « pc 
ſon and Choice in that Nature thar is govern' d byit. x. Todiſcover the Au 
enjoins it... 2.: To diſcern the matter of the Law. 3. To determine i it ſelf out ; Jude. 
na and Ele&tion to Obalience, as molt excellent in jy ſelf, and SRI to __ LEY 
rmer. to be: 
Now all inferiour Creatures: are moved by the Coke Force of naturgl nclina Ge 05; they 
are inſenſible of moral Engagements, and are not wrought 0n, in an iluminative Wi oy 
{ the Foreſight of Rewards and Puniſhments : But Man whois a rt«/onghle Creature; owe 
| 4 reaſonable Service, Rom. 1241. Andit is impoſſible that Man ſhould: be exempt from'@ 
Law, For as the Notion of a God, that is, of nh firſt and ſupreme Being, exclides alt _ oy 
bility of Obligation to another, W ho hath firft given tothe: Lord, and it ſball be recompened: 
fo him again? Rom. 11. 35. And of SubjeQtion to a Law ; for Supremacy and Subjedti-- 
\ on are incompatible 3, fo the Quality of a. Creature includes che relation of Dependence: | 
OR and natural Subje&ion to the Will of God, This is moſt; evident from that common. Prine | 
; ciple which governs the intelligent Creation: : -*Tis a-moral Maximito which'the : realy. 
EOS. nable Nature neceſſarily afſents, that the diſpenſin of Benefits, acquires: tot ie Giver a 
EW 7 Right to command, and lays on the Receiver an O ligation [7 obey -theſe 
and Duties are meaſured by the Nature of the Benefits as their; Juſt Ruke. The 5 
viſible in that Dominion which, is amongſt Men. ol copmaoteee 
If we aſcend to the firſt ſprings of human Laws,. we- ſhall- find - ti arig eaveh Right: 
of Power to ariſe either from Generation in..Nature,;: or Preſervation = War. 4:08; 
ſome publick Good accruing to the Society by the prudent Care of the.Gpvergour. 4 
the Being and Bleſſedneſs of the Creature are the greateſt and moſt valuable Benefits that. 
can be received ; and inthe beſtowing of them is Jaid che:molt real Foundation of Power 


es a 
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STALD and Authority, Upon this account Man, who derives his Life and Felicity from God, is 
Chap. 1 ynder a natural and ſtrong Obligation to comply with his Will. From this Right of 
LY Creation God afſerts his univerſal Dominion : 1 have made the Earth, and creatud Man up-- 
= on it, even my Hands have 9g d out the Heavens, and all their Hoſts have I commanded , 
be If. 45-12. And the Pſalmiſt tells us, Pal. 100. 3. Know ye that the Lord he is God, it is 
_: -. he that made us, and not we our ſelves ; we are his People, and the Sheep of his Paſture, His 
>= Juniſdition is grounded on, his Propriety in Man ; and that arifes' from his giving Being 
: | | to him , Ifa. 44. 21. Remember, O Iſrael, for thou art my Servant, I have formed thee. From 
E hence he hath a ſupreme Right to impoſe any Law, for the Performance of which Man 

had an original Power. Univerſal Obedience is the juſt conſequent of our Obligations 

to the Divine Goodneſs. whe IO. 
| Suppoſe that Man were not-the- Work of God's Hands, yet the infinite Excellency of 
his Nature gives him a better Title to command vs, than Man hath upon the account of 

Eo his Reaſon to govern thoſe Creatures that are inferiour to him. Or ſuppoſe that God 
di had not created the Matter. of which the Body is compoſed, but only inſpir'd it with a 
= (c) $iptus living Soul, yet his Right over us had been unqueſtionable. (£c) The Civil Law deter- 
ET — F# prniiin. mines, That when an Artificer works on rich Materials, and the engraving be not of ex- 
; ke, doin traordinary Value, that the whole belongs to him who is the Owner of the_ Materials : 
nix fi £515 But if the matter be mean, and the Workmanſhip excellent, in which the Price wholly 
27pm lies ; as if a Painter ſhould draw an admirable PiCture on a piece of Canvas, the Pifture 
quod piuris efi, Of Tight belongs to him that drew it, Inſti. a og So, if according to the Ertor of 
id prevalentis ſome Philoſophers, { Plato] the Matter of which the World was made had been Eternal, 
"y ks: yet God having intuſed a reaſonable Soul int6.a piece of Clay, which is the Principle of its 
Connan. Life, and gives it a tranſcendent Value above all other Beings which were made of the 
fame Element, it is moſt juſt he ſhould have a. Property in him, and Dominion ovec 
-The Law of Nature, to which Man was ſubje&t upon his Creation, contains thoſe -o- 


the meaſures of his Puty to God, to himſelf, and to his Fellow-creatures. © This was pub- 

liſhed by 'the Voice of Reaſon, and is holy, juft and good, Rom. 7. 12. Holy, as it enjoins 

thoſe things wherein there is-a Conformity to thoſe Attributes and Aftions of God which 

are the Pattern of our Tmitaxion * So the general Rule is, Be holy, as God is holy, in dll 

manner of Converſation", 1 Pet. 1. 15. And this is moſt honourable to the human Na- 

tute,” Tis juſt, that is exatly agreeable to the Frame of Man's Faculties, and moſt ſuit- 

able to -his Condition in the'World. And good, that is, beneficial, to the Obſerver of 

[a it; In keeping of it there is peat reward, Plal. 19. 11. And the Obligation to it is 

TS eternal ; it being” the unchangeable Will of God, grounded on the Natural and unvaria- 
ER ble Relations between God and Man, and between Man and the Creatures. ' 

-2Belides the- particular Dire&ions of the Law of Nature, this general Principle was 

. planted/in the: reaſonable Soul, to-obey God in any Inſtance wherein he did preſcribe his 

=. - Moreover, God was pleaſed'to enter into a Covenant with Adm, and with all his Po- 

E | ſterity naturally: deſcending from'him. And this was the effeQ, - Lo 

' 1 Of admirable Goodneſs : For by his Supremacy over Man, he might have fignified 

| his Will meerly by the way of Empire, and requir'd Obedience ; but he was pleaſed to 

condeſcend ſo tar as ro deal with Man in a {weeter manner, as with a Creature capable 

of- his Love, and to work upon him by rewards and puniſhments congruouſly to the 

by reaſonable Nature. IK Rc 

YH - 2:1 Of Wiſdom, to ſecure Man's obedience : For the Covenant being a mutual engage- 

= 2 ment* between God and Man, as it gave him infallible aſſurance of the reward to 

EE .- | ſtrengthen his Faith , fo' it was the ſureſt bond to' preſerve his Fidelity. "Tis true, the 

Ek. .Precept alone binds; by virtue of the Authority that impoſes it, but the conſent of the 

P. Creature increaſes: the Obligation; it 7wiſts the cords of the Law, and binds more ſtrong- 

= | ly:0:Obedience.' Thus Adam was God's ſervant, as by the condinion of his nature, ſo by 


* 
as BY” 


| amy: of the worit Perfidiouſneſs. 8 BY 
To , -FTheiTerms of the Covenant were becoming the Parties concern'd, God and Man ; it 
eſtabliſhed an inſeparable Connexion berween Duty and Felicity. "This appears by the 
SanRion, Gen. 2: 17. In the day.thou eareſt of the forbidden Fruit, thou ſhalt die: Tn that 
particular Specizs of: Sin the whole Genws is included 3 according to the Apoſtiz's. Expoſi- 
tion, Gal. 3.-10- Curſed is every one that doth not continue all: the Works of the Law to dp 
them. The 'threatning of Death was expreſt , it being more' difficult to be conceiv'd ; 
The Promiſe*of Life upon. his Obidience was implied , and eaftly ſuggeſted ir felf to the 
LEH rational 
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ral Principles concerning Good and Evil, which have an effential Equity in them, and are 


-his'choice, accepting the Covenant, from which he could not recede without the Guilt and | 
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in Contriving Mais Redemption. 


real Mind. Theſe were the moſt proper and powerful Motives. Dp excite. bis. 
(on, and affe& his Will, For'Death primarig ignites the Diſſolution of the vitel: 
berwcen the Soul .and Body; and conſequently all. the preparatory Diſpoſition ge EUN. 
to, Diſcaſes, Pains; and all c AfeQtions of |} lity, which terminate. in Death as their 
center. This is the extreameſt of __— Evils, which innocent Nature. ſbrunk from, it 
being a deprivation of that excellent ſtate which Man enjoyed. But p incipally it fi 
fied the ſeparation of the Soul from God's reviving preſence, who is. the onl 
Felicity. Thus the Law is interpreted by the Law-giver, the Soul that. ſins ſball die, "Back. 
18 4. Briefly, Death in the threatning is comprehenſive of all kinds and degrees of evi 
from the leaft Pain to the compleatnefſs of Damnation. Now, *tis an inviolable Princi- 
ple deeply fet in the Human Ml eas om its being and bleſſedneſs ; ſo that no- 
thing could be a more powerful re from Sin, than the fear of Death, which is 
deſtruQtive to both. * © 
This Conſtitution of the Covenant was founded not only in the will of God, but in 
the' Nature 'of Things ' themſelves ; And this appears che ag ing, - 
\. 1. That Holineſs 1s more excellent in it ſelf, and ie] conſider 
ward that attends it. *Tis the IS og 2 of t 
in O_ And as he p 
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like op 41n Fe Kr; Now God i is hh aderr 
is the infallible Meaſure of their real Worth; | 

that the Happineſs of Man ſhould depend upon. n tis is Tote and the Reward be the 

Fruit ,of his Obedience, | 
"And though it is impoſſible that a meer Creature in what State ſoever, ſhould obtain 

y thing from God by any other Title, but his voluntary Promiſe, the EffeR of his Good- 

yet 'twas. ſuch Goodneſs' as God. was invited to-exerciſe by the Conſideration of 

Mad!'s Obedience. And as the negleft of his Duty had diſcharged the Obligati ion on.Gods 

pert, ſo the Performance gave:him a Claim by right of the Promiſe to everlaſting | 
2, As the firſt part of the Alliance was moſt reaſonable, ſo was the ſecond, that Deat! 

| ſhould be'the Wages of Sin. -It is not conceivable that God ſhould continue his Favour | 

to Man, if he turned Rebel againſt him: For this were to diſarm the Law, and expoſe 

tho Authority of the Law-giver to contempt, and would refleft upon-the Wiſdom of 

God. Belides, if the reaſonable Creature violates the Law, it neceſſarily contraQs 5 an 

Qbligation to Puniſhment, So tha if as Ls who deſerves Life, 


without 'SatisfaQtion for the Offence, b_ qualify . 'Pardon, C 
which were without the Com maſs Wo in venant) this would infringe the un 
able Rights of Juſtice, and diſparage the your Purity. | 


In = firſt Covenant there was a ſpecial Clauſe, which reſpeQted Man as the Inhabitant 
of. Paradiſe, that he ſhould zot eat of bong Tree == Kyowledge of Good and Evil upon-Pain of 
Death, Gey, 2. 17. Aud this Prohibition was upon mp and ju Reaſons. 

t. 10 = Wy God's wary Right in Tac In i] one: of Creator he is 


and AW: 


. So when _ obs | Adam in page he reſerved this Mark of bh 
the free uſe - - pe [; S, : Mag ſhould abſtain from the Pare #50 CO TIR 
2. To make-Trialo n's 1ence 10 a matter ve1 congruous ws 7 it 4 Oro” 
If the Frohubition had been grounded on any moral internal Evil in the nature of the ) ao | 
it ſelf, there had not been ſo clear a Teſtimony of God's Dominion, nor of Adam's Sub. / 

jeftion to it. But when that which in it ſelf was indifferent, became unlawful meerly- jnewelis HON 

by the Will of God, and when the Command had no other Excellency but to make his goon as 

A EANY more acred ; this was a confining of Man's Liberty, and co abſtain was pure Ts 

Obedience. 
Beſides, the Reſtraint was from that which was very grateful, an alluring to both the ſera 

Parts of Man's compoundeq Nature. The Sexſ#c+ve Appetite is ſtrongly excited by the 

Luſt of the Eye; and this Fruit being beautiful to the Sight, ( Gen. 3.6, ) the forbear- 

ance was an excellent Exerciſe of Virtue in keeping the ads Appetire i 1n Obedience. A- 

| gain, the Deſire of Knowledg is extremely quick and earneſt, and, in appearance, moſt 

worthy of the rationa! Natures Nallus animo ſuavior cibus. Lacan. Tis the moſt 

high and luſcious Food of the Soul. Now the Tree of Knowledge was forbidden ; fo 

chat the Obſervance of the Law was the more eminent, in keeping the inte!lecFual Ap. 
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98 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


FT. petite in Medi6crity. In ſhort,” God required Obedience as a Sacrifice. For the Prohibi- 
Chap. 2:" rj66 being in 7 ine atter of natural Pleafure(e), and a Curb to Curioſity, which 1s: the 
CLYYT Lift and Concupiſcence of the raind aftes things concealed 3 by a reverend Regard to 
gloria eſs in co it; Man prefered his'Soul and Body to God as a living Sacrifice, which was his reaſona- 
 major,quodquis Hſe: Yeryice, Row; 12. 1. ha FS, VI Re F ty 
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"to Sin. A whole Army of Evils ener with it intothe 


AN was created perfe&ly holy, but in.a- natural, therefore"mutable | : | 
State. He was inveſted with power to prevent his Falling, yet un. 

+ der a hon of it. He was compleat- in his own Order; but re- 

©" ceptive of firiful Impreffions. ' Am jovincible Perſeverance in Holineſs 

.- belongs to a fupernatural ſtate; tis the privilege of Grace, and ex- 

2 ceeds the deſign of the fir/# Creation. _—_— IE | 
::/The rebellious Spirits, who by a farions ambition had raiſed a War in Heaven, and 
were fallen from their Obedience. and Glory, deſigned to corrupt Man, and* tomake him 
a companiof# With*them in their Revolt. The moſt ſubfile amongſt them ſers abour this 
Work, urged by :9'ftrong Paffions, Hatred and Envy, © 
- "x. By Hatred; For being under a final and irrevocable Doom, he lookt on God as 
aft irreconcilable Enemy : And not being able to'injure his Effence, he ſtruck at his 1- 
mape : As the Fury of ſome Beaſts diſcharges it felf upon the Piture of a Man: He 
ſingled out Adam as the mark of his malice, that by ſeducing him from his Duty , he 

. might defeat God's deſign, which was to be honoured by Man's free Obedience, and 

| ſo obſcure his Glory as rf He had made Man in vain. © 
2. He was follicited by EzTy, the firi## Native of Hell : For having loſt the Fayour 
of God, and: being caſt out of Heaven, the Region of Joy and Bleſſedneſs, the ſight of 
Aaam's Felicity exaſperated his Grief. That Man, who by the condition of his nature, 
was below him, ſhould be Prince of the World, whilſt he was a Priſoner under thoſe 
chains which reſtrain'd and tormented him, the power and wrath of God, this made his * 
ſtate more intolerable. His torment was incapable of allay, but by rendring Man as mi- 
 ſerable as himſelf. And as hatred excited his envy, ſo envy inflam'd his hatred, and both 
joyn'd in miſchief. And thus puſh'd on, his Subrilty being equal to his Malice, he con- 
trrives a Temptation, which might be moſt taking and dangerous to Man in his raiſed 
and happy ſtate. He attempts him with Art, by propounding the /zre of Knowledg and 
Pleaſure, to inveigle the Spir: wal and Sexſitive Appetites at once. And that he might the 
better ſucceed, he addreſſes to the Woman, th&weakeſt and molt liable to ſeduCtion. * He 
hides himſelt in the Body of a Serperr, which before Sin was not terrible unto her - And 
by this inſtrument infinuates his Temptation, He fr/t allures with the Ropes of Impu- 
nity, Te ſhall n0t gje ; then he promiſeth an univerſal Knowledg of Good and Evil, of BY 
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the 
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theſe pretences s he ruin'd Innocence it ſelf. For the Woman deceived by 1oſe {pecio 
Aleftis ves, ſ{wallow*d the Poiſon of the Serpext, and having taſted Death; te xerſwaded 
her Husband, by the ſame Motives, to deſpiſe the Law of their Creator.” Thus fin en- 
terd, and brought Confuſion into the World. For the moral Harmony . of the World 
conlilting i in the juſt Subordination of the ſeveral Ranks of- Beings to one another, ' and 
of all to God; when Man who was placed next. to God broke the Union, his Fall 
brought a deſperate Diſorder into God's Government. + 
And though the matter of the Offence ſeems ſmall, yet the Diſobedience was in- 
_ finitely great; it being the Tranſgreſſion of that Command, which was given to be the 
Inſtance and real Proof of Man's Subjeftion to God. Totem legem violavit in illo legalis 
obedjentie precepto. Tertul, The Honour and Majeſty of the whole Law was violated 
in the Breach of that Symbolical Precept. Twas a dire and formal Rebellion, a pub- 
lick Renunciation of Obedience, an univerſal Apoſtacy from God, and Change of the 
| - laſt End, that extinguiſh'd the Habit of original Righteouſnels. Many Sins Were com- 
* bined in that ingle AQt. 
I. Infidelity : "This was the fr # Step to Ruin, It appears by the Order of the Tem: 
tation : *twas firſt ſaid b the Devil, Te ſhall not die, to weaken their Faith z then, Te 
«ll be like Gods, to flatter their Ambition. The Fear of Dearh would have controu a the 
Efficacy of all his Arguments ; till that reſtraint was broke, he could faſten nothing! __ 
them. This Account the Apoſtle g ves of the Fall, r Tim. 2. 14. The Woman being. : 
ceived, was in the Tranſgreſſion. As Obedience is the Effe&t of Faith, fo Diſc dl 5 dience of wie 
fidelity : And as Faith comes by hearing the Word of God, ſo Inf elity by liſtenin 
= words of the Devil. From the Deception of the Mind dec 
the Will, the Intem ay tym of the Appetite, and the DefeQtion of the whole -. Thus 

as the natural, fo t e ſpiritual Death made its firi# Entrance by the o& ) Dye.” And this . CLNES 

Infdeltey is ran aggravated, as it implies an Accuſation of God both of Envy'+ and nun ocwi, 
a 2 Plin, 

1. Of Em ; As if he had deni'd them the perfetions the Human Nature, Þ | 
and they might aſcend to a Ne Sn ene placed, by cating the 
forbidden Fruit. And what greater Diſparagement could there be of the Divine Good- 
neſs, than to ſuſpeithe Deity of fuch a low and baſe Paſſion, which is the ſpecal Cha- | 
rafter of the Angels & Darkneſs ? . 

2. *T was equally injurious to the Honour of God's T ruth. For it is not calie to con- | 
ces that Adam, who was ſo lately the Effe& of God's Omnipotence, ſhould preſent 
diſtruſt it as unable to inflit the Puniſhment threatned, bur his Aﬀent was weakened: 
to the. Truth of the threatening : He did not believe the. danger to be fo great or cer 
tain' upon his Diſobedience. And he that believes not God, makes bim a Liar, 1 John 5..x6. 
An Impiety not to be thought on without Horror. And that which heightens the Af- 
front, is, that when he diſtruſted the Fountain of Truth, he gave credit/to the Father. of 

Lies ; as appears by his Compliance , the real Evidence of his Faith. Now what viler 
contumely could: be offered to the Creator ? 

2. Prodigious Priae(g): He was ſcarce out of the fate of nothing, no ſooner crea- 

ted, but he aſpir'd to be as God. Not content with his Image, he affeted an ro bog Tos 
to be like him in his #nimir«ble Attributes. © He would rob God of his E 
without end ; of his Soveraingty, to command without dependance”; of his Wi Ao Mm 
know all thiogs- without farvn; Infinite Inſolence! and worthy of the moſt fie Ss: . & 
_ dignation! That Man, the Son of the Earth, forgetful of his Original, ſhould 'uſurp:the jou ij 
Prerogatives which are eſfential to the Deity, and ſet up himſelf a real Idol, was a firain \2n0r1 
of that Arvognacy winch corrupted the os ron | 


by abſolute ; which is proper 10 God d ave Sp 


3. Horrid Jugratitude : He was appointed Heir appareat of all things; yet undervas ; 
luing his preſent Portion, he entertains a Projef# of improving his Harps The ex © 
cellent State newly conferred upon him, was a ſtrong Obligation to pay ſmall - 
acknowledgment to his Lord. The Uſe of all che Garden was allowe 4 -bim, 

Tree excepted (h), Now in the midft of ſuch Variety-and Plen my, to be inflan'd with (h >. Pre. 
the igtemperate Appetite of the forbidden Fruit, and to break a Command fo equal. and ye «ako 
caſie, What was it but a defſpiſing the rich Goodneſs of his great Benefaftor ? Belides, #0» edendo ubi 
Man was endued with a AVER cit than the inferiour Order of Creatures: Reaſon and woe ygf 30g 
Liberty were the ſpecial Priviledges of his Nature ; and, to abuſe them'to.R: 73, boy, tou ems 
renders him, as more unreaſonable, ſo more diſingenuous than the Creatures below hin, 4 vhſervcs 
who inflexibly obey the Will of God. Oey Sony pou 


ria retinendum, ubi pr zſcrtim nondum volunati cupiditss reſſtebst, 14anto majori injuſtitia violatum <, exits ſuiticl poſes obſervantis 
aſtodiri. Aug, de civit» Dei lib. 14, 
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AALZY 4. The viſible Contempt of God's Majeſty, with a lighting his Juſtice. For the Pro- 
Chap. 2. þibiion was ſo expreſs and terrible, that till he had caſt off all ReſpeRs to the Law-giver, 
HE YN was not poſſible he ſhould venture to diſobey him. The Sin of Adam is therefore called 
by the Apoſtle, Diſobedience, Rom. 5. 19. as eminently ſuch; it being the firſt and higheſt 
Inſtance of it, and virtually a Breach of all the Laws at once in that contempt of the Law- 
giver. *Twas the Prophanation of Paradiſe it ſelf, the Place of God's ſpccial Preſence : 
There he fell, and trampled on God's Command before his Face. What juſt cauſe of 
Aftoniſhment is it, that a reaſonable Creature ſhould bid open Defiance to the Author 
of -its Life | That a little breathing Duſt ſhould contema its Creator ! That Man ſhould : 
prefer /ervile Compliance to the Will of the Temprer, before free SubjeQtion to his Father 26 
and Sovereign! 'To depoſe God, and place the Devil in his Throne, was double Trea- Q 
ſon, and provok'd lus infinite Jealoufie. DRL | 
5. Unaccountable and amazing Folly. What a deſpicable Acquiſition tempted him out | 
of Happineſs! -If there had been any poſſible Compariſon between them, the Choice had | 
been more excuſable. But that the Pleaſures of Taſte and Curiofity ſhould outvie the 
Favour of God which-is better than Life; that the moſt pernicious Evz/, gilded with the 
thin appearance of Good, ſhould be preferr”d before the ſubſtantial and ſupreme Good, is 
the Reproach of his Reaſon, and makes the choice fo crimind, ' And what leſs than vo- 
Juntary Madneſs could encline him to deſire that, which he ought infinitely ro have 
fear'd, that-is, the knowkdge of: Evil ? for nothing could deſtroy his Happineſs but the | 
experience of Evil. What a wilful diftra#:0» could induce him to believe, that by de- 
facing God's Image, he ſhould become: more like him ? Thus Mar being in honour, but | 
without under ft anding, became like the beaits that periſh, Pſal. 49. 12. 
' 6. A bloody cruelty. to: himſelf, and to all his Poſterity. When God had made him a 
depoſitory, in. a matter of infinite moment, that 1s, of his own Happineſs, and all Man- 
king's, this ſhould have been a powerful »worive to have kept him vigilant; But giving a 
ready ear to' the Tempter, he betray'd his truſt, and, at once, breaks both the Tables 
of he Law, and becomes guilty of the higheſt vg Br Cruelty. He was a Mur- 
derer before a Parent, he diſigherited all his Children before they were born, and made 
them Slaves before they knew the price of Liberty. a 5h] , 
.. And that which increaſes the malignity of this Sin, and adds ay, infinite emphaſis to it, 
is, that *twas perfealy voluntary, his Will was the /o/e cauſe of his!Fall. And this is 
evident by conſidering ; | EE UE SH, 

1. That Adam innocent had a {ufficient power to perſevere: in his holy State. There 
was no ſubſtration of any Grace which was requiſite to his ſtandipg 'He: left God: be- 
9 Deere, fore he was forſaken by Him. { 5 ) Much leſs was there any interna! wmpulſion from 
boy " -* God. ?*Tis inconſiftent with the Divine Purity to encline the Creature to lin : As God 

cannot be tempted to evil; neither tempts he any Man. 'Tis 1njurious to his Wiſdom, to 
think that God would ſpoil that work, which he had compos'd with ſo much deſign and 
caunſel. | And 'tis diſhonourable to -his Goodneſs 3 He loved his Creature, and Love is 
an inclination to do good ; 'twas impoſſible therefore for God to induce. Man to fin, or | 
to-withdraw that power which was neceſlary to reſift the Temptation, when the conſe- | 
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© quent:muſt be his inevitable ruin. 5 
- 12+ The Devil did only allure, he could not raviſh his conſent. Though his malice is 
infinite, yet his power is fo reftrain'd, that he can't faſten an immediate, much leſs an ir- 
- 4) tme- refiſtible impreſhon on the Will: (#&) He therefore made uſe of an External Objeft to 
1 cm" invite him. Now Objects have no conſtraining force, they are but partial Agerrs, and 
Cauſs quz tm- derive all their efficacy from the Faculties to which they are agreeable. And althor 
patir cauſe gue ſince Sin hath diforder'd the fleſh, there is difficulty in reſiſting thoſe 06je##s which pleaſant- | 
| ban © qerjs- Aly. infinuate themſelves; yet ſuch an univerſal rectitude was in Adm, and fo intire a ſub- 


xz idonterzs jection in the ſenſMi Appetite to the ſuperior power of Reaſon, that he might have ob- 
& wrumque: tain'd an (1) eafy conquelt. A reſolute Negative had made him victorious: by a 


* (1) Quant ftrong Denial he had baffled that*proud Spirit. As the Heavenly Adam, when he, who 
ry ar ogra is: only rich in promiſes, offer'd to him/the Monarchy of the World with all irs Glory, 
4 put factory gifdain'd the offer, and caſt off Saran with contempt. The true Rock was unmov'd , 
ciz crimine - and/broke all the proud waves that daſht againſt ir. - 
Gel fi 13, It will fully appear that the Diſobedience was Yo!un-ary, by conſidering what de. 
Venit, Ter. Nominates an aQtion to be ſo. The two Springs of hy»:an Actions are the Underſtagdin 
tulJ.2.44 ux0. and Will 3'and as there is no particular Good but may have the appearance of ſome dit- 
ficult unpleaſant qualiry annexed, upon which account the Will may reje&t it ; fo an 
particular Evil may be 1o diſguiſed by rhe talte luftre of Gooazefs, as to incline the Will to 
receive it. This is clearly verified in das Fall, tor a fpecious Object was conveyed 
through the unguarded Senſe to his Fancy, and trom that to his Underſtanding, which, 


by 
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by a vicious careleſneſs, negleAi ing to. conſider the danger, or xr judging that af the. excel 
ofthis End did out-weigh the evil of the Means, commended: it to the Wil , AY nd [that -r 
ſolved to embrace it. It is evident therefore, that the Aion which reſulke ted from: the 
direction of the Mind, and the choice of. the Will, Was A blalutely free, Wee: 
Beſides, As the Regret that is mixt with an AQtion, is a certain Charatter + F 4 7 
ſon is under conttraint ; fo the Delight that attends it. is a clear! Evidence. ths e) 3s | 
When the Appetite is drawn by the lure of Pleaſure; rg I» x4) the violent 
more voluntary 1 is its otion. Now'the repreſentations - of the. forbidden Fruit were w_ | 
the notion of Pleaſure. The Woman faw the Frart wes. good for food, that 1s, pleaſurable 
to the Palate, and pleaſant to the Eyes,” and to be defired to m_ one. wiſe, Gen. 3. 6, That is, 
to increaſe Knowledge, which is the: pleafure of the Mind, and theſe AlletFrves draw her 
into the ſnare. Adam with complacen receiv'd the temptation, and by the in 
of Sataz, committed. Adultery with the Crontry, from whence the caries racpof Sin and 
Miſeries proceed. - 47 
Suppole the Devil had fo diſguis'd the Temptation, that norwit! ſta 
Aion and care, Adam could not have diſcovered its evilz his inyi 
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dered the ation involuntary : But Adam was conſcious of his own A. 
in his Mind to diſcern the Evil, and gth in his. Will to decline it. . For the-manner 


of the defett ion, whether it was from a ' rance, Or. fecure'N eglef, or: tranſport 
of Paſſion, it doth not excuſe : The. AQtion,,it ſelf was of that-m oment, and, the Supre 
Law-giver ſo worthy of Reverence, that it ſhould have Kaveor prin all the. powers: of. hae 
Soul to beware of that which was Rebellion agaioft God,:and/Ruine to. himſelf, .. 
Or ſuppoſe he had been tried by Torments, whoſe extremity:and continuagee. h d ve 
hemently oppreſt his nature ; this: had only leſſen'd the Guilt, the Aftion, had Kill been 
voluntary : For no external Force. can compel the Will to:chuſe any-thing bare wager: the 
Notion of comparative Goodneſs, Job 36.21; + Now. th: chuſe Sin rather than; Paing, ;gpd 
to prefer Eaſe before Obedience, is highly diſhonourable to God, whoſe Glary onght.t 
oy a as more fg th Body than ane and all its ee eres we I zough ſha 
'ains, {com e make the :Soul unit its dighelt: OBI :Op 
, OE Att Vertuo-with de wm lom y£6.91 


tions, ſo that it cannot 
may abſtain from Evil, 
tum (as over 


poy'd ; that endued with Knowledg 1 to Sixeles SEES Cable Ev1ls 
ro himſelf, and the univerſal to his poſterity by his diſo abedic: 8.3 | Sine: Þ wal tem- 
pered in bis Conſtitution, that all his A ipecktirrii lubjett-2a caſon 5 that - 
ſtanding theſe preſervatives, he ſhould be deceived bythe falfe.perfwal 
Mind; and overcome'by:CarnalC iſcence; as the evil of it will not: ce 
the end of the World,”'nor: the juſt: wonder how: it: was polGble to. tay pen: Theſe. aro 
the circumſtances which derive a AXE. rebellious Sin: an d reader tabore 
meaſure ſinful. - SIR SIE 
This will more fully appear in the dreadful effets that kad - By his difobedie 
he loſt Original Righteouſneſs, and made a deadly forfeiture. of Felicity, +1; + 1 ils 
1, He:loft Orig hy Righteouſneſs : i for that ſo. depended onthe humari iis 
the aQtua) vioknin of the Law was preſently attended with: che: privation fit It." 
the nature of his Sin contained artentire forlaking bf God, as 'Envious: bf his Happinas 
and a converſion to the Creature as 'the-fupremeG And:whateyer is delar'd as tha 
laſt end perteQtive- of Man , virtually includes”-all Gabardinats ends; and are morts 
means for obtaining 1t.. 50 that that being. chang'd , a univerſal change of moral:qua- 
lities in Adam necellarily - followed. In ftead of:the} rectitude and excellent; holineſs of 
the Soul, ſucceeded a permanent Viciouſnels and- Corruption. : Now. -Halineſs 'may: t 
conſidered in the notion of Pyritv and Beauty, or of Dominion and: Liberty; in-oppoſiti 
on to which Sin is repreſented in Scripture by foul Deformity 'and- Servatinde.. B44 
I. His Soul degenerated from' its Purity : the Faculties remain'd; but:the' moral Pore 
tections. were loſt, wherein the brightneſs of God's Image was moſt conſpicuons: The 
holy Wiſdom of his Mind, the divine Love, that ancnied his: Will; the ſpi viritnal Power, 
to obey God, were cotally quencld. How is Man disfigur'd: by- his Fall! ! Row.-18' he 
transform'd, in an inſtant, from the Image of God into the Image of the Devil !: He-19:de- 
filed with the flthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit; he is aſhamed at/the light of his'owni na- 
kedneſs that reproached him for his crime but the moſt ſhameful was that of te” ul 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


AS The one might be covered with leaves, the other nothing could conceal. To fee a Face of 
Cnap. 2. exquiſite Beauty devoured: by a Cancer, How doth it move compaſſion ? But were the 
> Natural Eye ' heightned; to that clearneſs and perſpicacity, as to diſcover the deformity | 


—— —. 


which Sin hath brought upon the Soul, How would it firike us with grief, horror and 
© 2. He was deprived of his Dominion and Liberty: 'The Underſtanding was ſo wound- 
ed by the violence of rhe Fall, that not only its light is much impaired, bur its Power is 
ſo weakned, as to the lower faculties, that thoſe, which'according to the order of Na- 
rure,' ould” obey, have caſt off its juſt Authority , and uſurp the Government. _ The 


Will bath loſt its true Freedom, whereby 'twas enlarg'd to the extent and amplitude of 


the Divine VVill, in-loving whatſoever was pleaſing ro God, and is contrafted to mean 
and baſe Objets. What a furious-diſorder is in the AfﬀeRtions ? The reſtraint of Rea- 
ſon to: check their violent courſe, provokes them to {well higher, and to be more _impe- 
tuous ; and the more they are gratified, the more inſolent and outragious they grow. 
The Senſes, whoſe office is to be Intelligencers of the Soul, to make diſcovery,:and to 
give a naked report, without diſturbing rhe higher Faculties, they ſometimes miſtake dif- 
ouiſed* enemies for friends ; and . ſometimes by a falſe A/arm move the lower Appetites, 
and fill: the Soul with diſorder anc confuſion, that the voice of Reaſon can't be heard. - By 
the irritation of Grief, the inſinuation of Pleaſure, or ſome other perturbation, the Soul 1s 
captivated and wounded through the Senſes. In ſhort, when Man turned Rebel to God, 
he-became a” ſlave to all the Creatures. By their primitive Inſtitution 'they were appoint- 
ed to be-fubſervient to the Glory of God, and the uſe of Man, to be Morives of Love and 
Obedience to the Creator: but Sin hath corrupted and changed them into ſo many in- 
ſtruments of vice, they are made ſubjett to vanity, Rom. 8. 20. And Maa 1s ſo far funk 
into 'the-dreps of Servitude, that he is ſubjeft to them. For by forſaking Gad, the Su- 
preme'ObjetF of Love, with as much Injuſtice as. Folly, and chuſling the Creature. in his 
_ becomes a:Servant to the 'meaneft thing upon' which he places an Inordinate 
ARRidaco: : oarrnnaben 23 [in Te eana 
-- Briefly, Man, who by his Creation was the Son of God, is made a ſlave to Szter that 
damied-Spirit and/ moſt:curſed creature. Deplorable Degradation ! and worthy of, the 
deepeſt ſhame and ſorrow, ©: 5 rw wet 2080-=d, 

'27 Mani loſt his Felicity. - Beſides the trouble 'that Sin hath: in.its own nature, which 
I have'toucht on. before, there is a canſequent guilt-and torment attends it. Adam whilſt 
prov fiery ty peace: with God, a {weet ſerenity of mind, a divine calm in the Con- 

MY." ADE” AREEL. "BGA 
and'was'tormented at his' Preſence. - I heard thy voice, and was afraid, ſaith guilty Adam, 
Gen-:3:'10/- He lookt on God as angry, and arm'd againſt him, ready to execute the ſevere 
Sentence:' «Conſcierice began an-carly Hell within him : Paradrſe. with all irs Pleaſures 


- ebuld not ſecure him-from'thar'ſting inhis Breaſt, and that ſharpen'd by the hand of God. 


What confuſion of Thoughts, what a combat of Paſſions was he in? When the Tempta- 
tion: which deceived; him-vaniſht, and his Spirit recovered out of the ſurpriſe, and took a 
cleariview of his Guilt in its true -horror, what indignation did it kindle in- his Breaſt ? 
How: did:Shame, Sorrow, Revenge, Deſpair, thoſe ſecret Executioners, torment his Spirit ? 


The _—_ Nature, his peculiar excellency above the Brates, arm'd Miſery againſt him, 


and my ceener edpe to it : 1. By reflefting oye the fooliſh exchange he made of God 
himſelf for the Frait of a Tree 3 That fo ſlender a: Temptation ſhould cheat him of his 
Bleſſedneſs. His preſent” miſery is aggravated by the ſad compariſon of it with his Pri 
mittive Felicity, Nothing remains of his firſt Innocence, but the vexatious regret of having 
loſt it, '* 2. By the foreſight of the Death he deſerved. The conſcience of his Crimes 
rackt his Soul with thecertain and fearful expeQation of Judgment. I-20 
- Beſides the inward torment of his Mind, he was cxpos'd to all miſeries rom. without. 
Sin having made a breach into the World, the whole Army of Evils enter'd with it ; the 
Curſe extends it ſelf to' the' whole Creation, For the World being made tor Man, the 
place of his reſidence; in his puniſhment it hath felt rhe efſeAs of God's difpleaſure. "The 
whole courſe of Nature: is: ſet on fire; Whereas a general Peace amicable Correſpondexce 
was eſtabliſht between Heaven and Earth, whilſt all were united in ſubjection to the 
Creator: © Sin that broke: the fir ſ# Union between God and Man, hath ruin'd the ſecond. 
As in a'Stete when one part of-the Sabjes fall from their Obedience, the ret which ace 
conftant in their Duty, break with the Rebels, and make War upon them all they rerura 
to their Allegiance : . So. univerſal Nature was arm'd againlt rebellious Man, and had de- 
ſtroyed him without the merciful interpoſition of God. | | 
The Angels with! flaming Swords expelPd him trom Paradiſe, "The Beaſts who were 
all innocent, whilſt Man remained innocent, cſpouſe God's intereſt, and are ready to re- 
venge 


ull farisfaftion-in himſelf, © But after his Sin, he trembled at God's Voice, 
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nine and obſtinate ſerenity :* Sometimes are diffolved if's"Delige of rain : 


in Ci ontriving Mars Redemption © | 
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enge the quarrel of their Cteator. The inferifible Creation which at ft was alto P 
rk to Man, is become hurful. "The Heavens fortietimes are hatdened as BYofs in 


batren, and unfaithful to the Sower, it brings forth Thorks and This nite of Bread "Gr 
z 17, 18. In ſhort, Man is an enerty to Man. When thert we re ir po phony 
ivide the World, the ove ſizin'd his hands in ts Blood" of the” he! Afd nee this Pre 
per eny of Adams is increas'd intd- vaſt CAT ALY the” difalters ans DYE TIOL 
eſtilence , Deluges, the fury of Beaſts hay 3 Bens Adtiubtive bf Mankind, a5 th Pi , 


malignity 'of Man againlt thoſe that far ke of the baman Nature. (). ” (m) Fore 
Joe conclude, Who can make a lift 6f- 


the evils to which the Body is liable SIT me. ee ef, ni 
ing Elements that Fn it ? . The fats! Seeds of Corrtttiticn ate' bref od ie inter 
Fs a prey to all Diſeaſes, from the torturing Sroxe to the dying CoJum oY 

ith ſtrokes of Death a thouſand times before it can die once. At laſt Lite is ſwallowe 

up of Death; And if Death were a Deliverance from. tmiferies, it ould leffen i Ter *opianrong, 


ror, but "tis the Copſummation of all. The firſt Death tiarifinits t6'the' ſttord;” A == 
Body dies by the Soul's forſaking it, ſo the'Soul, by ſpat ation from Tbs, Its true ic Li fe, 


to its $ Wal ng and rj La for ever. _ 


all his Deſcendants by ordinary Generation. His Perſon was the Fountain of theirs, a 
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All Mankind is cled; in ok dar s Guilt and. MPT; the pena 
Conſequences that Follow. upon: it. Adam, the natutal, avg 
moral Princeple of Mankind. - An hereditary * Corruption 
— alfitet to. all that are pr propug: ated. Fin him. 't "O 
bs Account the Scripture gives of "the: Compeyanice- .of it. 2D 
a innate Habit. *Tis univerſal. | Corrupt. Nitare cot 
tains the Seeds of all Sins, though they Ad it Jhoos forth: 76 
gether. Tis voluntary and culpable.,. -7 he permaſſion of - 
"Fall zs ſuitable to the Wiſdom, Holineſs , and GoodntſY 
God. The Imputation of Adant's Sen to his "Pofterity as 


confiſtent with Gut Juflice,” 


HE Rebellion of the Firſt Man againſt the great Eteator was a « Sig 
of aniverſal Efficacy, that derives a Guilt and Stain to Mankind in all 
Ages of the World. The Account the Scripture gives of it, is ground- 
ed on the Relation which all Men have to Alavs, as their rar ant 
moral Principle. 

r. Their Natural. God created one Man in the' Beginning , foms 
whom all others derive their Beings : And that the UVniry might be the more intire, he 
form'd of him that Aid which was neceſſary for the communicating his kind to the 

World. He made of one Blood all Nations of Men, to dwell on the Face of the Earth, A 

17.26. And as the whole Race of Mankind was virtually in Adam's Loins, fo it was 

preſumed to give virtual Conſent to what he did. When he broke; all Calferd Ship- 

wrack, that were contained in him as their natural Original. The Angels were'c 
immediately and diſtinaly, without dependance upon one another, as to their Original ; 
therefore when a great number revolted from God, the reſt were not complicated in 

their Sin and Ruin. But when the univerſal Progenitor of Men ſinn'd, there was 4 

COtmeracy of all the Sons of Adam in that Rebellion, and not one Subject left in his 

edience. 
2. He was the moral Principle of Mankind. In the firſt Treaty between God and 

Man, Adam was conſider'd not as a ſingle Perſon, but as Capur Gents, and contrated for 


his 
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triſrior xoverc# of coming into the World. They are preſently inftrufte 


his Will the Repreſentative of theirs. From hence his vaſt Progeny became a Party in 
the Covenant, and had a Title to the Benefits contained in it upon his Obedience, and 
was liable to the Curſe upon his violation of it. Upon this Ground the Apoſtle inſti 
tutes 2 Parallel 'berween Adam and Chrift, Rom. 5. 19. That as by one Man's Diſobedjence, 
many were made Sinners, ſo Y the Obedience of One, many were made righteow. As Chriſt in 
his Death on the Croſs did not ſuffer as a private Perſon, but as a Surety and Sponſor 
reſeating the whole Church ; according to the Teſtimony of Scripture, If one died for 
, then all 'were dead, 1 Cor. 5. 15. fo the firſt Adam, who was the figure of him that was to 
come, (Rom. 5. 14+) in his Diſobedience.was eſteemed a publick Perſon repreſenting the 
whole Race of Mankind ; and by a juſt Law it was not reſtrain'd to himſelf, but 1s the 
Sin of the common Nature. Adam broke the fir Link in the Chain, whereby Man- 
kind was united to God, and all the other Parts which depended upon it are. neceſſarily 
ſeparated from him. From hence the Scriptare faith, that by Nature we are Children of 

rYath, Epheſ. 2. 3. that is, liable to puniſhment, and that hath relation to Guilt. : 

And of this we have convincing Experience in the common Evils which' affiit Man- 
kind, before the commiſſion of any aQtual Sin. The Cries of Infants who are only elo- 


quent to Grief, but dumb to all things elſe, diſcover that Miſeries attend them. The Tears 


which are born with their Eyes, bgnity they are come intoa, State of Sorrow. How many 
Troops of Deadly Diſeaſes are ready to ſeize on them immediately after their Entrance 
into the World ? which are the apparent EifeQts of God's Diſpleaſure, and therefore ar- 


(n) ” non gue Man to be guilty of ſome great Crime from his Birth / x.) The Ignorance of this 
fe zſtimere _ ade the Heathens accuſe Nature, and blaſpheme God under that Mask, as leſs kind and 


indulgent to Man than to the Creatures below him. Pe | are not under fo hard a Law 
to Swim, to Fly, to Run for 
their Preſervation. They are cloathed by Nature, and their Habits grow in proportion 
with their Bodies, ſome with Feathers, ſome with Wool, others with Scales, which. are 
both Habit and Armour : But Man who is alone ſenſible of Shame , is. born naked, and 
though of a more delicate Temper, is more expoſed to Injuries by diftemper*d Seaſons; 
and utterly unable to repel or avoid the Evils'that encompaſs him. Now the: Account 
the Scripture gives of Original Sin (ilences all theſe Complaints. Man is a Tranſgrefſor 
from the Womb ; And how can he expect a favourable Reception into the Empire of an 
offended God ? Briefly, ſometimes Death enters into the Retirements of Nature, and 
changes the Womb into a Grave; which proves, that aſſoon as we partake of the hamar 
Nature, we are guilty of the Sin that is common to it , For the Wages of Sinis Death, Rom. 
6. 23. . Adam, in his innocent State, had the Privilege of Immortality , but by him Si» 
entred into the World, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death paſſed apon all Men, Rom. $5. I2, 14, 
17. as a juſt Sentence upon the guilty, for that all Men have ſinned. | 
.. 2, An. Hereditary Corruption 1s tranſmitted to all that naturally deſcend from him. If 
Aden had continued in his Obedience, the /p:ritual as well as the natural Life had been 
conveyed to his Children 3 but, for his Rebellion he loſt his Primitive Reftitude, and 
contrafted an univerſal Corruption 3 which he derives to all his Poſterity. And as in a 
Diſeaſe there is the defe# of Health, and a diſtemper of the Humors that affets the Body; 
ſo in the depravation of Nature, there is not the meer want'of Holineſs, but a ſtrong pro- 
clivity to Sin. This Privation of Original Righteouſneſs, conſider'd as a Sin, is naturally 
from Aden, the principle of /apſed and corrupt Nature :. But, as a Puniſhment, 'tis merito- 
riouſly from him, and falls under the Ordination of Divine Juſtice. Man caft it away, 
and God righteouſly refuſes to reſtore it. ?Tis a ſollicitous Impertinency , to enquire 
ricely about the manner of conveying this «niverſal Corruption. For the bare knowledge 


of it- is ineffeftual to the Cure. And what greater folly than to make our own Evils the - 


Object of ſimple Speculation ? I ſhall confider only that general account of it which is ſet 

down 1n the Scripture. . 49 
'Tis the Univerſal and unchangeable Law of Nature, that every thing produce its 
like, not only in regard of the ſame Nature, that is propagated from one Individual to 
another, without a change of the Species, but in reſpeCt of the Qualities wich which that 
Nature is eminently atteed. This is viſible in the ſeveral kinds of Creatures in the 
World, they all preſerve the nature of the Principle from whence they are derived, and 
retain the wiz of their Original, the quality of their Extrat7;ov, Thus our Saviour tells 
us, *Mat. 7. 18. that the fruit partakes of the 1ottenne(s of the 7 ree : and whatever ts born 
of the Eleſb, is Fleſh, Joh. 3.6. The Title of Fleſh doth not ſignify the zaterial part of 
our Humanity , but the Corruption of Sin with which the whole Nature is infected. 
This is evident by the deſcription the Apoſtle gives of it ; That the Fleſh is not /ubject 
to the i. aw of God, Rom. 8. 7. and that which aggravates the Evil is, that ir can't be. Sin- 
ſul Corruption is expreſt by this Title, partly in regard it 3s tranſmitted by the wa y of car- 
| | nal 
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Pſal.51.:5- » And partly in regard *tis exerciſed. by the zarza/ Members,.,. This! © 
tion is 'a Poiſon ſo- ſubtile, that it +rig into all the Powers of the Soul ; ſo contagion 
that it infefts all the AQtions ; ſo oBſtinate, that only Omniporext Grace can heal it. More 
particularly, F-e9) | 7 cet ob1'-f EIS nn is A 


z. Tis an iznate Habit, not meerly acquir'd by imitation. The 


2 propagation ; Behold, I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did P / | Mother copeceint;we, 


NT” 
: 


. 
* 
a 


rgot. of bitterneſs is 


planted in the H«man Nature, and produces its fryits in; the various ſeaſons of Life. No 


age is free from its working 3 Every imagination of the Thaughts of Man's Heart are only evil, 
and comtingtlly evil, Geno6:15.. We ſee this yerified: in Children, when the moſt early 
acts of their:Reaſon, and the! firſt Inſtances of their Apprehenſion are in Sin. If we ak. 
end higher;;: and conſider; Man-jin; his Tnfant-ſtate , the vicious Inclinations which ap- 


pear in the: Cr4ale, the yiolent:-motions'of Anger which diſturbs way their endeavour 


to'exerciſe a weak RE&venge on thoſe that diſpleaſe them, convince us t 
is zatural; and. proceeds from an infeQed Original. hed wells 
- 2+ A$'tis; Natural, fo Univerſal. Who car bring þ clean thing out of an unclean ?'. Job 
14. 14-;c That, is, How. can a Righteous Perſon be born of a Sinner ? © The. Anſwer is 


at the Corruption 


peremptopry,! Not one. The Fountam was poiſon'd in Ade, and all the Streams, partake 
of the Infeftion. All that are.deriyed.ſrom him in 2 natural way, and havea relationto _. 
him as their common Father, are ſharers in this depravation. What difference ſoever there - 


is in their Climates, Colours, and external Conditions of Life, yet the Blood from! ce 
they ſpring taints them all on i dias: es 
©. 3: Corrupt Nature is pregnant with the Seeds of all Sin, though they do not ſhoot forth 
together ; And for this ſeveral accounts may be given.” 1: Though all Sins agree in their 
Cauſe and End, yet ſome are contrary in their Exerciſe. 2. The Human Spirit is not cap- 
able of many Paſſions in their height at the ſame time; and *tis the arr of our Spiritual E- 
nemies to ſuit their Temptations to the Capacity of Man. 3+ As the fame Poiſon pro- 
duces different Efei7s in different Bodies, according to thoſe various Humors which are pre- 
dominant in them ; ſo the ſame Corruption of Nature works varioufly according to the 
different Tempers of Men. For though the conception of Sin-depends immediate y upon 
the Soul, yet to the bringing of it forth the concurrence of the ex72r94/ Faculties is requilite. 
Thus a Yoluptaary who 1s reſtraind from the groſs AQts of Senſualityby a Diſeaſe, or Ape, 
may be as vicious in his Deſires, as another who follows the pernicious ſwing of his Ap- 
petite, having a vigorous Complexion, Briefly, the variety of Circumſtances by which 
the inward Corruption is excited and drawn forth, makes a great difference as to the op 
and viſible as of it. Thus an ambitious Perſon who ufes Clemency to accompliſh his + any 
would exerciſe Cruelty if 'twere neceſſary to his end- 2 

* Tis true, ſome are really more temperate, and exempted from the Tyanny of the Fleſh 
than others. Cicero was more virtuous than, Cari/zne, and Socrates chin Arif phate : But 
theſe are privileged Perſons, in whom the efficacy of Divine Providence either by formi 
them in the Womb, or in thejr Education, or by condufting them in their ature Age, hat 


correQed the mljgnity of Nature. All Men have finwd, and come ſbort.of the Glory of God's 


Tmage ; Rom. 3, 23. And that Sin breaks not forth ſo outragiouſly ih ſome as in others, 


the reFraint is from an higher Principle than common and corrupt Nature. 
4- This Corruption though Natural, yet it's Voluntary and Culpable. 


1, In ſome reſpets *tis Volantary: 1. In its Principle and cauſe, the Will of Adam that 


originally was ours, All Habits receive their Character from thoſe AQts by which they are 
produced ; and as the Diſobedience of Adam was yoluntary, fo 1s the Depravation thax 
ſprung from it: 2, ?Tis inherent in the Will, If Adam had derived a'Leprofy to all Men, 
it were an involuntary Evil ; Becauſe the Diſeaſes of the Body are foreign to the Soul : 
But when the Corruption inyades the interna! Faculties, *tis denominated from the Sebje? 
wherein 'tis ſeated. 3. ?Tis voluntary in its effe&ts, the numberleſs aCtual Sins prooggdin 
from it: And if the Aﬀs that freely flow from this Corruption are voluntary, the Prin- 
ciple mult be of the ſame nature. Sp 1 

2. *Iis Culpable, The formality of Sin conſiſts in its oppolition to the Law, according 
to the definition of the Apoſtle, Sin is 4 tranſereſſion of the Law, - Now the Law requires an 
entire reiZitude in all the Facylries. It condemns corrupt Inclinations, the Originals as well 
as the Acts of Sin. Beſides, Coneapiſcence was not inherent 1n the. Humas Nature in its 
Creation, but was contraQted by the Fall, The. Soul is ſtript of its ative Righteouſneſs 
and Holineſs, and inveſted with contrary Qualities. There is as-grear a difference þetween 
the Corruption of the Soul in its degenerate State, and its primitive Purity, as between rhe 
Joathſomneſs of a Carcaſe, and the beauty of a /iving Body, Sad change ! and to be laments 
£d with Tears of Confuſion. | 
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106 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


[ 


: I FRAN That the Sin of Aden ſhould be ſo ſata to all his Poſterity, is the moſt difficult part in 
iN Chap. 3. the whole order of Divine Providence.  N _ more offends carnal Reaſon, which forms 
EY NV many ſpecious ObjeRtions againſt it, . I will brie 


y confider them. Fai 4 
Since God ſaw that Adam would not refiſt the Temptation, and that upon his Fall the 
whole race of Mankind, which he ſupported as the Foundation, would ſink into ruin, 
Why did he not confirm him againſt 1t ? Was it not within his Power, and more ſujta- 
ble to his Wiſdom, Holineſs and Goodneſs ? | 
_ f To this I Anſwer. OI bf 
1. The Divine Power could have preſerv'd Man in his Integrity, either by laying a 
reſtraint on the Apyſtate Angels, that they ſhould never have made an attempt upon 
him/4-or by keeping the Underſtanding waking and vigilant to "diſcover the 'danger of 
the Temptation, and by fortifying the Will, and rendring it 4mpenetrable to the 'fery 
darts of Satan, without any prejudice to its freedom. For that doth not conlift in an ab- 
ſolute Indifference, but in a judicious and deliberate choice 3 fo that when the ' Soul is 
not. led by a blind inſtint, nor forc'd by a foreign Power, but embraces what it knows 


+ Quando 4 and approves, it then enjoys the moſt true Liberty F. - Thus, in the glorited Spirits a- 


—_ — bove, by the full and conſtant Light of the' Mind, the Will is in declinably fixd up- 
& rayza in. OD 1 driats Good, and this is its Crown and PerfteQion.- ONT - 
O | 


Charigate ſuperioris bond , us ad ſcipſam fibi placendo deficere ab illias deleftione non poſſn, Avg, Lib. 4, cont. Jul. 


2..It was moſt ſuitable to the Divine Wiſdom, to leave Man to fland or fall by his 


 -own choice; 1. To diſcover the neceſſary dependance of all ſecond Cauſes upon the 
firſt. No Creature is abſolutely impeccable, but the moſt perfect is liable. to Imperfed?+- 


on. He that is eſentialy , is only unchangeably Good. Infinite. Goodnels alone excludes 
alt poſſibility of receiving Corruption. The Fall of Angels and Man conyince. us, that 
there is one /o/e Being immutably Pure and Holy, on whom all depend , and without 
whoſe Influence they cannot be, or muſt be eternally miſerable. 5 

_ 2. *Twas very fit that Adew ſhould be firſt in a fate of Trial, before he was confirm'd 
in his Happineſs. The reaſon of it is clear, he was left to his own Judgment and Eletts- 
on, that Obedience might be his choice, and in the performance of it he might acquire a 
T'itle to the Reward. A determinating Vertue over him had croſt the end of his Crea- 
tion, which was to glorify God in ſuch a free manner. Therefore in Paradiſe there was 
amiable Objedts to Face the lower Facultities, before they were diſorder'd by him, The 
forbidden Frait had beauty to invite the Ee, and ſweetneſs to delight the Palate. And 


if upon the competition of the Sexſul with the Intelef7ual Good, he had rejeRted the one 


and choſe the other, he had been raisd to an unchangeble ſtate ; his Innocence had been - 


crown'd with Perſeverance. As the Angels who continued in their Duty, when the 
reſt revolted, are finally eſtabliſh'd in their Iiitegrity and Felicity. And the Apoſtle gives 
us an account of this order, when he tells us, 1 Cor. 15. 46. That was firſt which was nata- 
ral, then that which is ſpiritual and ſupernatural. Man was created in a ſtate of PerfeQtion, 


* but *twas natural , therefore mutable ; the confirming of him immediately had been 


Grace, which belongs to a more excellent Diſpenſation. Now to bring Man from not 
being to a ſupernatural ſtate, without trial of the midale ſtate of Nature, was not ſo con- 
gruous to the Divine Wiſdom. DT 
3. The permiſſion of the Fall doth not reflect on the Divine Purity ; For, | 
I. -Man was made Upright ; He had no inward Corruption to betray hims There 
was Antidote enough in his Nature to expel the ſtrongeſt Temptation. — 
2. God was not bound to hinder the commiſſion of Sin : ?Tis a true Maxim, that i 
debitis cauſa deficiens efficit moraliter : But God is not only free from ſubjettion to a Law, 
- . Lving no Superior, but was under no yoluntary Obligation by Promiſe to prevent the 
a3 >. | 
3. Neither doth that firſt A& of Sin refle& on God's unſpotted Providence which ſuf- 
ferd it, as if Sin were in any degree allow'd by Him. The Holy Law which God 
gave to dire Man, the terrible Threatning annex'd to warn him, declare his irreconci- 
able Hatred againſt Sin. He permits innumerable Sins every day, yet he is as jealous of 
the Honour of his Holineſs now, as in the beginning. 'Tis the worſt Impiety for the 
Sinner to think God like himſelf, Pſal.g0.21. as if he took complacency in Sin, becauſe he 
is ſilent for a time , and ſuffers the commiſſion of it, In the next ſtate he will fully 
vindicate his Glory, and convince the whole World of his eternal averſation from Sin, 
by inflifting on Sinners the moſt dreadful and durable Torments. 
4. The Goodneſs of God is not diſparag*d by permitting the Fall : This appears by 
conſidering, 3 


1, That 
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There is another Objeftion vehemently urg'd, that the imputation of Adam to all 
his Poſterity, who were not exiſtent at that rime, and did not give their perſonal Con- 


_— 


upon their refuſal have juſtly axnibilated them. The Command was equal,and his: 


judge of the value of a Benefit, by the ingrateful abuſe of the Receiver, and'not from 


that God was either defeQive in Wiſdom, not to know what w 


-Bleffedneſs; What {ſhadow of Exception can be form'd | 


- nagement, the benefit, or damage, ſhall accrue to rag becauſe he is reckon'd to. 
u 


- in Contriving Man's Redemption. \ 


T— 


x. That God beſtowed on Man an excellent Being, and a Happineſs that might ſatisfy 
his Nature, conſider'd as human,.or holy. But he perverted the Favours of God to his C 
diſhonour, and this doth not lefſen the Goodne(s thaz gave them. *Tis unreaſonable to 


its own Nature, *Tis a choſen Miſery that is come upon Man, and not to be imputed 


to any defeR_of the Divine: Goodneſs. e  Þ TS at 00 

2. God is infinitely good, notwirhftanding the entrance of Sin' and Miſery into the 
World. We muſt diftingwſh between: Nataral and Voluntary __— Natural Agents 
have no power to ſuſpend their As, but are entirely determin'd., and their Opergrions 
are ad extremum wviriam, to the utmoſt of their efficacy. If there were infinite degrees 
of Heat, there would be no.Cold, it being overcome by the force of its. contrary, But - 
God is a Wiſe and Free Agexr, and as he 1s Infinite in Goodneſs ; fo the exerciſe of it is 
volantary, and only fo far as he pleaſes. | ODIN TI I11 FE 

3- God is an Omzipotent Good, and 'tis his peculiar Glory to' by 


Artribates, in {ending his Son into the World to repair his Imag 
and to raiſe Man from an Earthly to Celeſtial Happineſs. I ſhall 


ut non peceare poſſet, fi nollet. Nanquid enim ſi melior eſſe rave, ide 
non benefatius eft qui poſſet & non peceare? An vero 'v/ defi; q 
videat melins aliquid fieri debaiſſe, & hoc Deum vidiſſe non_patet ? 
credat facere nolailſ ?. Aut woluiſſe 


Cordibus pioram. The ſubſtance of which is this, :'That 


4 
. 
o 

$ 


it upon him ; or defeQtive in Power, that willing, he was unable to\make him better. 


cannot jultly refuſe. For ſuppoſe all the Progeny of Adam had 
fore their Creator, and this had been propounded, That God wi 
with their common Father on their behalf, that if he'continued in 
ſhould enjoy. a. happy Immortality 3 if he,declined from it, they 


who is the Maſter of his own Favours, and gives them. upon what terms he pleaſes 


| | ; s T7 | 
+ 


ence for all was as eaſy, as that of every particular Perſon for himſelf, © © Fol 1 
, Beſides, Adam was as much concern'd to obſerve the Conditions of the Cavenant, fo 


ſecuring hjs own Intereſt, as theirs, and after a ſhort time of trial they ſhould be on m "F 
YTY* 


SPETOU 


in their 'Bleſſedneſs. By all which 'tis apparent how reaſonable 'the Conditio 
original Agreement between God and Man are. © © Pa9 


» I < 'S . 


2. God hatha power over our Wills {uperjor ro that we our ſelves haye. If God offers 
a Covenant to the Creature, the terms being equal, it becomes a Law, and conſent is due 
as an aff of Obedience. And if a Community may appoint one of their number to be | 
their Repreſzntative, to tranſat Afﬀairs of the greateſt moment; and according to . his nig- . 


on 
the Wills of them all; may not. God, who hath a ſupreme Dominion over us, confti- 
rute Adams the Repreſentative of Mankind ( Vid. Ward e, peccat. Origin.) and upite the 

conſent of all in his general Will, ſo that as he fulfilled or negleted his Duty, they ſhould SE Ton 
be happy ot miſerable? This Conſideration alone, that the fir# Covenant was order'd by 
God, may perfe&tly ſatisfy all inquiries. As Salvia having confeſt his Tgnorance in the. 
rcafons of fome diſpoſitions of Providence, filences all O6jettions with this ; Nihil in hac 
re opus eft aliquid audire, ſatis ſit pro untverſis rationibus Author Deus. (Salv. lib. 3.de Prov.) 
Neither is this a meer extrinſick Argument, as Authority uſually is, becauſe there is an 
mirinfick reaſon of this Authority, the abſolure ReQtitude and Juſtice of God's Nature, 
Who is rizhieoas in all his ways, and holy in all his works, Pfal. 145.17; En Fit n 
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CHAP. IV. 


The impoſſibility of Man's Recovery by bis Natural Power. 1 
. He cannot regain his Primitive Holmeſs. The Under- © 
ſtanding aud Will the ſuperior Faculties are depravd. The .. 
Mind zs zenorant and nſeyfible of our Corruption. The 
Will 55 more deprav'd than the Mind. It embraces only 
Senſual Good. Carnal Objedts are wounding to the Con- 
ſcience, and unſatisfying to the Aﬀections, yet the W1ll 
eagerly purſues them. The moral Impotence, that ariſeth 
from a perverſe Diſpoſition of the Wall, zs culpable. Net- 
ther the Beauty nor the Reward of Holineſs can prevail 
upon the unrenewed Will. Guiliy Man cannot recover the 
Fawur-of God. He is unable to make Satisfaction to 
Juſtice. He is incable of real Repentance, which might qua- 
tify him for Pardon. 
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HEN 4 was expelld from Paradiſe, the entrance was guard- ? 
| edby a flaming Sword ; to ſignify, That all hopes of Return by  { 
the way of Nature, are cut off for ever. He loſt his Right, and , 
could not recover it by Power. The chic{cft Ornaments of /Pa- 
radiſe are the Image and Favour of God, of which he is juſtly 
OY T depriv?d : and there is no poſſibility for him to regain. them. What: 
can: he a8 from his own Reaſon, that betray'd him to ruin ? If it did not ſupport him 
when: he ſtood, How can it raiſe him when he is fallen ? If there were a power in /:p- 
” Man to reſtore himſelf, it would exceed the 0r7gzva! Power he had to will and obey - 
3 | t..being infinitely more difficult for a dead Man to rife, than for a /zving Man to pur fort! 
| viral. Aftions. 
''T . For the clearer o 


of this Point, concerning Man's abſolute Diſability to recover 


_ his Premitive State, I will 4#inil conſider it, with reſpe& to the Image and Favour of |} 
—_ - God, upon which his Bleſſedneſs depends.  _ ; ” 
| 'x. He cannot recover his Primitive Holineſs. This will appear by conſidering, that 
whatſoever is corrupted in its noble parts, can never reſtore it {elf ; the power of an 
External Agent is requiſite for the recovering of its Integrity. This is verified by in- 
numerable inſtances, in things Artificial and Natural. Tf a Clock be diforder'd by a fall, 
the Workman muſt mend it, before it can be uſeful. If Wine that 15 rich and generous, 
declines by the loſs of Spirits, it can never be revived without a new {upply. - In the | 
haman Body, where. there is a more zoble form, and more powerful to redrels any evil 
that may happen. to the parts; if a Gangrene ſeize on .any Member, nothing can reſiſt 
its. courſe but the application of outward means; it cannot be cured by the snternal 
Principles of its Conſtitution. And proportionably in moral Agents, when the Facultics 
which are the Principles of 4@ion are corrupted, it is impoſſible, without: the virtue of 
a Divine Cauſe, they ſhould eyer be reſtor'd to their Original Rettitude. As the Image 
of God was at firſt imprinted on the Human Nature by Cteation, ( Ephe/. 4. 24.) fo - 
renewed Image is wrought in him by the ſame creating Power. © This will be more 
evident, by conſidering, that inward and deep Depravation of the Underſtanding and 
Will, the zwo ſuperior Faculties which'command the rel, | 
1. The Underſtanding hath loſt the Right apprehenſion of things. As S7z began in the 
Darkneſs of the. Mind, ſo one of its worſt Efe&s is, the increaſing that Darkneſs which 
can only be difpell d by a ſupernatural Light, Now what the Eye is to the Body, that 
is the Mind for the Uirefting the Will, and coaduQting the Lites Ana if the Lizht that 
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in Contriving Man's Redemption. 09 = 


a. 


is in us be Darkneſs , How great is that Darkneſs, Max. 6. 23. How irregular me" tun: AS 
gerous mult our Motions be ! Not only the lower part of the Soul is under a dreadful Chaps, L 
Diſorder ; but the Spirit of rhe. Mind, the divineſt. Part, is deprayed with: Ignorarice and — 
Error, Epheſ. 4. 23- The Light of Reaſon is not pure; bur as the Sun, when with" its 
Beams, it ſends down peſtilential Influences, and corrupts the 4ir in the enlightning"it;1o 
the carnd Mind corrupts the Whole Man, by repreſenting Good as"Evil, and Evi as 
£ | Good, The Wiſdom of the Fleſh is Enmity againſt God. _ And the Apoſtle deſcribes the 
- State of the Geztile World, Epheſ. 4. 11. That their Under it andings were darkened, bei 
alienated from the I ife of God, through the Tenorance that is in them, becauſe of the "link: 
nels of their Hearts. The Corruption of their” Manners proceeded from their Minds. 
For all Vertues are diretted by Reafon in their Exerciſe, ſo that if the Underſtanding be 
darkened, all Vertuous Oper ations ceaſe. | 
Beſides, corrupt Man beirig without Light and Life, can neither diſcern, nor feel his 
Miſery ; the carnal Mind is inſenſible of its Infirmity, ignorant of its Ignorance, and ſuf- 
fers under the incurable Extreams of being blind, and imagining !that**tis very- clear- 
ſighted. More particularly, the Reaſons why the carnal Mind bark: not a & lonſo: of 
ſinful C orruption, are, 


x. Becauſe *tis natural, and cleaves. to thi Principles of our ir Being, from the Birth and 
Conception, and natural. things do not afſe& us.  - 


2. ?Tis confirmed by Cafftors, which isa ſecoſld Nature, and hath a Hralagss Power to 


ſtupify Conſcience, and kr it inſenſible.. As the :Hiforian obſerved” concerning ' the 
z Roman Soldiers, that by conftant uſe _ Arms et 90 more a Barrhes £0 them than 
| their natural Members. Sta a a. 46 ot 


. In the zraſition from the; Infam-ſtate, 'to the 4yet cof diſcernin 5; Mans incapable of 
obſerving his »ative Corruption ': Since' at yg 4 he lly; and: L in conſtant Conver- 
 fation with Sinners, who bring Vice into his-Acquaintance; and,: by making it familar, 
1 leſſen the horror-and averſation from: it. * Beſides, thoſe corrupt and: numerous Exim- 
ples wherewith: he is encompaſt, call forth his ſinful :Inclinarions; "which, as the wat 
heightened- by repeated  AQts and become: more. ftrong- and bbRtinate;/ "leſs ſenſible' to 
him. And. by this we. may. underſtand; how irrecoverable Man is:by his'own- Rac. 
lon. The firſt rnd to our Cure is begun in the knowledg'of our Diſcaſe, and this 
Diſcovery is made by the Underſtanding, when tis ſeeing and vigilant, not when tis 
blind. A Diſeaſe in the Body is perceived by the-Miz&3\-but ali, the Soul is the af- 
fected Part, and the ref7itude of Reaſon is loſt, there is no remaining Principle to give no- 
tice of it. 'And as that Diſeaſe: is moſt dangerous whith'ſtrikes at the Life, and 18 With- 
. out Pain , for Pain is not. the chief Evil, but-ſuppoſes-ir, war the ur of derdivnk uremg 
us to ſeek for Cure: So the Corraption of the: Underſtanding ral hor ant il 
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though he Jabours under many pernicious Lufts, whickoie whe ;will prove temper 
yet he is inſenfible of them, ar from war: follows a Careleſs and ofitemy 
means for his[Recovery.. 1 - 294194 hk 290T , ah - 


2. The Corruption of the Will; Is more ciactrable old thit of the Mind.+ For Nis ful 
not only of Impotence, but Contrariety to whar is ſpirituially-good} There are. ſome weak 
Strieares of Truthin lepſed Man, but they! dic in the Brain;'and are ad ihe 
feftual as to the Will, which ruſhes into the Embraces of: Worldly.Objetts.”" 'This:# 
univerſal Experience of Mankind, ſince the Fall, doth: ethos provey and ae © 

_ of it is in the following Conſiderations. .*:-* VIO9R 1 He 
-.- 1, There is.a. ſtrong Inchnation m Man' to: Ha ineſs/! This Deſire: is ora 
| brought up with. him, and-is common-to all that partake” 'of 'the reaſonable Nature. 
, From the Prince: 49: the: -pooreſt Wretch'zi fromi'the moſt knowing to 'the meaneſt in 
Underſtanding, every one. defires to be happy : As the great! Flames and the little" __ 
of. Fire, all naturally aſcend to'their Sphere, : // - cot 

2. The conſtituting of any thing to be our: Haprinels is the foſt and univerſal Miax- 
im, from whence all moral Conſequences are derived. Tis rhe Rule of our Deſires; ai 
the End of our A#ions. As/in -natural things, the Principles: of their» Produftion Ro 
rate according to their quality, in moral things, the End'is as powerfob t0'formy 
Soul. for its Operations 1n- 0rder' to it. » Therefore as albdefire xo be- happy, ſo-th 
apply themſelves to'thoſe Means, which a LINE to be convenient for :theiob wes g-0F 1 

3- Every one frames a Happineſs according to his Temper.”-: The Appreher opt 
are anſwerable to the Diſpoſitions of the Perſon” For Felicity is the: Pleafure whichpri 
ics from the harmonious Agreement between the 0bje#t and the: ie is fy.'' Now Man ſome mb 
hy his original and contraQted pi. oh Is altogether carnal, he inherits: the -Serpowed bc@ By, 
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The Flarmony of the Divine Attributes 


though C 


Curſe to creep on the Earth, he cleaves to defiling and debaſing Obje#s, and is only qua- 
lified for ſenſual Satisfaftions. The Soul is incarnated, and it ſhapes a Happinels to it 
ſelf, in,the Enjoyment: of thoſe things which are delicious to the Senſes. "The Shadow of 
Felicity 1s purſued with equal ardour, as that which is real and ſubſtantial. The ſupreme 
Part, ot Man, the Underſtanding, is employed to. ſerve the lower Faculties, Reaſon is uſed 
to make him more ingenious and luxurious in Senſuality : So much more bratiſh than the 
Brates is he become, when beſides that part which is ſo by its natural condition, the moſt, 
noble part is made {o by unnatural Choice and Corruption. From hence the Apoſtle gives 
an_umverſal Cheraer of Men in their corrupt State, Tit. 3. 3. That they are fooliſh and 
aj eatent, deceived, ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, This purſuit of ſenſual Pleaſure is 
ze Service of a S/ave, which hath no other Law of his Life but the Will of his Maſter. 
The Servitude is divers, but all are Slaves.; the Chains are not the fame, fome are more 
glittering, but not lels weighty,, and every one is deprived of true Liberty. 

But the Bondage is fo pleaſing, that corrupted Man prefers it before ſpiritual and real 
Freedom. Senſual Lufts blind the: Undertanding, and bind the Will fo, that he is una+ 
ble, becauſe unwilling, to reſcue himſelf. He is: dehaded with the - falſe Appearance of 
Liberty, and imagines that to Live according to Rule is a {laviſh Confinement. As if the 
Horſe were free, uſe his Rider allows him a full Career in a pleafant Road, when the 


{ſlave were free, becauſe the Veſſel wherein he: rows with fo much toil, roams over 
vaſt Ocean. And whereas there are two Conſiderations which are proper to convince Man 
that the full and unconfin'd . Enjoyment of Worldly Things cannot make him happy, be- 
cauſe they are wounding to the Conſcience, and unfatisfying to the Aﬀettions ; yet theſe 
are ineffectual to take him off from an eager purſuit of them. TI will particularly conſider 
this, to ſhew how unable. Man, in his /apſed- Condition, is to diſentangle himſelf from mi- 
ſerable Vanities, and conſequently to recover his: loſt Holineſs, . 
1. Senſual Pleaſures are wounding to the Conſcience: ' 'Thete is a ſecret acknowledg- 

ment pes Mar's Breaſt of a;Superior Power, to whom he muſt give an account ; and 

ough Conſcience. be much impair'd nts Integrity, yet ſometimes it recoils upon the 
Sinner. by the'Foulneſs of his ANions , and its Teſtimony brings ſuch Terror, as rtiakes 
Sin very unpleaſant; The Pore tells us, That of all the Torments of Hell, the moſt cruel, 
and that which exceeds the reſt, 1s, FF ” 


1+ + Note dieque ſuum geitare in peifore teftem.. 
iiApd bow can; the Sinner delight freely in that which vexes and frets the moſt wital 
and tender part? He cannot enjoy his 'charming Lutts without Guilt , nor embrace 


them; without: the: re/ut#ency of a contradiQting Principle within him. As the fear of 
Poyſag will, intbitter che ſweeteſt Cup, ſo-the-pureſt Pleaſures are allayed with aMict- 


prehenlions [of the future, and the Preſage of Judgment.to come. © Now Man, in 


peſites withoutinggu. I will inſtance in the principal. oo i 

3x; decuſes; many Pleas: apd' Pretexts to: juſtify or extenuate the evil, and, if poſſible , 
to-ſatisfy Cornelity, and 'Confence: too, Self-love, which' is the eloquent Adyocate of 
Senſe, puts a atw/h; upon; Sin, to take off from its horrid Appearance; and endeavours 
not only-to colour-the ObjeR;: but; to catrupr-the Eye by 'a diſguiſing Tir@ure, that the 
Sight of things may not be according to Truth, but the Defire. Thus the Heathens al- 
lowed: Ibtemperance, Uncleanneſs, and other Infamous Vices, as Innocent Gratifications 
of; Nacure. Now if the Principles in Man are:poiſoned, f6 "that Evzt 3s eſteemed good, 
he then lives in the , quiet PraQtice of Sin>without 'refletzon or remorſe. "There is no 
Stingremajns:-t0:awaken him out. of Security; |. But if he cannot ſo: far bribe Conſci- 
ence, as to make 1t filent, or favourable to that. which: delights the Senſe, *if he cannot 


eſcape its internkl: Condenination, the riext werbod 'is by'a ſtrong diverſion to leflen the 


Trouble. . -- 160046 S:Fi-wi3.24 7 50.53 Bo 2.3 OF 3% 1 

.52. When the carmz/ Mind fees nothing within but what tormeats, and finds an intolle- 
rable:Pain in converſing with it {elf, it runs abroad, and uſes all the Artsof 0b/iv:on to loſe 
the remembrance of its true State... As Cain, to drown the voice of -Confcience, fell a build- 
mg Cities; ahd-Sav7, to diſpel his: Melancholy, call'd for Muſick. The Buſineſs and Plea- 
ſures of this-Late are dangerous Amuſements to divert the Soul, by the Repreſentation of what 
is. profitable:ar ; pleafant, from - con{idering the »z0ral Qualities of Good and Evil. 'Thus 
 Conſcieace, like an. intermitting Pulſe, ceaſes for a while. ' ' Miſerable Conſolation ! which 


- doth- not remove;. but conceal the Ev1/ till it be paſt remedy. But if Conſcience, nor- 
- withſtanding all theſe Evaſions, Rill purſues a Sinner, and, at times, ſomething diſturbs 


his 


Bridle is in his Mouth, and he. is under its imperious Check - at. pleaſure. Or a Galley- 


his Senſual State, tries alwayes to difarm Conſcience, that he may pleaſe the lower Ap-. 


x / "0 


in Contriving Man', s Re 


his Reafon and his Reſt, yet he will not pire with carnal. Pleaſures, Meirl'or 
quainted with thoſe things that affe& the Senſes, and having no reliſh's 60 Th 7 
BP which is ſublime and ſupernatural, if he parts with them; h6is« eprived of all] Jelf 4, 
, is ro.him a State more "ictolateble than that wherein thete is a mixture of © 
ment. From hence it appears that the interpoſition of Cenftience::thoigh' Sa 
Sword, between Man carne, and his beloved Objet#s, is not efleftinal to firuly' 
2. All worldly things are unſatisfying to the AﬀeRtions!” There aig HC 
' ons which depreczate and leſſen the value of apty ( Good;” OO 1 TOAD: 
& I: The ſhortneſs of its dar ation. C446 13 ; "I: Petich ; Pop Areet t F oO 4 
2+ If it brings only a light pleaſure. - | ergrh þ LL fo 
3. If that Pleaſure be attended with Tormwnrs, 


All which are contrary to_the eſſential Properties of the Sven Good, hich is is x 
tual, and ſincere, without the leaſt mixture of Evil, and' Rn. the: higheſt deliy 
' the Soul. Now all theſe coficur to vilify worldly things's .\' They are ſhort-j ind the? " we 
ration : Has 0. 6, 79. Notonly the voice of Heaven, bur. of the Farth- ſhot oth o TBuo 
all fleſh is gr fs, and the glory of it as the -of rhe grafss 1'Pet''r; 24, 247! TH hS Rid 
dation of all Texpore! Enjoyments, is but a Span *: ' The-lonpett: Tis Gant aol 
thought the'ſpace of time between his Infant-Rtate and the preſent hou: 1 how Jon 
ever, it ſeems as ſhort to him-as the twinkling'of an Eye.-+ And all-the glory of the Þ 
as Tirles, Treaſures, Delights, are as the flower of the Grafs, which is the thoft 
mongſt Veg«:ables, and ſo' weak i ſubſiſtetce; that a litele breath of Wind" bi 
| Infant, the teeth of a Worm can deftroy'it; - ' The pleaſates of: Sin" Cunder's ict Ft _y 
| Greatneſs and Wealth are Ges J' ate bat for _ Hebi ag hey #h 
ſhort-liv'd, that uy NN the Birth, and dye whilltthoy are'tafted!!! "Ap i 0th a 
bring only a flight Plea ire, being diſpropoetionghle to the'defires"of the Boul;i” 
confin'd to the Senſes, wherein the Bea#?s are rhore accurate than! Min, "but tar 
the upper and more comprehenſive Faculties : Exk/.' x. biker hey cannot 
Senjes, much leſs quiet the Spiritual and Immortal Appetite, Vhat th 
aſtoithment of Alexander's inftable Ambition, 21 12 CBSOUBOGG BY 


HAftuat- infelix logufto thibice nnd, 


That the whole World ſeem'd to him as a narrow Prifon, whcreia —_ was ; miſerabl 6; an 
as it were ſuffocated, is true of every one. If the World was ſeated in the Heart of Man, 
it can no more atisfy it, than the Picture of a Feaſt can fill the Sromach. Beſides, Vex- 
tion is. added to the vanity of worldly things. And that. either becauſe-the vehenieny 
delights of Senſe corrupt the Temperament of the Body, in which the vital Cotppledion con- 
ſiſts, and expoſe it ta thoſe tarp Hi Difſcaſes, that it may ;* ſaid without an Fhperbole,” PThaty 
thouſand Pleaſures are not equal to oze hour's Pain that attends them: Or, bene f the 
inward Torture of the Mind, ariſing from the ſenſe of Guilt and Folly, which is the asti- | 
 cipation of Hell it ſelf, the beginning of eternal Sorrows. * - 
| Now theſe __— are not. obſcure Articles of Faith, nor abftratted Datdrioes, to becu 
fider'd only by refined Reaſon, but are manifeſt and clear as the Light, and verified: 
continual Experience: . *Tis therefore ſtrange to amazement, that Man. ſhovld ſearch 
Happineſs in theſe things. where he knows 'tis not to be found, and-court-real : Jrof: 
under a deceitful appearance, ' w hen the Fallacy is tranſparent. Who irom' a Princip 
; Reaſon would chuſe for his Happineſs a real Good, which after a little time he: | 
; be depriv'd of for ever ? or a {light Good for eyer? as the ſight of a Piftare, orthe: wh ; 
: of Muſick. Yet thus unreaſonable is Man in his eorr«pt flate, whoſe Soul' is truly immortal, 
_ and capable of.infinite Bleſſedneſs, yet he chooſes thoſe FRE which are neither ſath 
ing nor laſting. And: becauſe the Humane Underſtanding from rime to time is conyi oa 
of the vanity of all ſab/unary things, therefore to leſſen the vexation which ariſes from Dif- 
appointment, and that the Appetzte may not be taken off from rhem, corrupted Mestries, 
x, By variety of —_ to preſerve uniformity in Delight, The moſt pleaſing, if con- 
find to them, grow nauſeous and inſipid ; after the expiring of a few: moments there re- 
mains nothing but ſatzety and fickly reſentments 3 and then changes are the remedies, to 
take off the wearineſs rf ne Pleaſure by another. The Hamer Soul is under a 
inſtability of reltleſs deſires, it deſpiſes what it enjoys, and values what is new, as if Novnlty 
and Goodneſs were the ſame in all temporal thin oo And as the Birds remain in the Air 
: by conſtant motion, without which they would quickly fall ro the Earth as other heavy 
Bodies, there being nothing ſolid ro port them; q the Spirit of Man, by many nnquier 


ephttion and continual changes, ſubliſts for a time, till at ſt i falls into Diſcontenz-and 
eſpair, the Center of corrupt Nature. 


$ 7 PE: — Wks 


BO 20 or! 0 5 ade 37 Moat abs 
COR LOR 9 OO SS Res 2 


> 
, 4 


bo Fg 


. FP 


Wy 


I12 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


PRALSAR 2. When preſent things are unſatisfaQory,. he entertains himſelf with Hope: ſor that 


—_— 


Chap. 4 being terminaced.on a futare Qbjet,which is of a double. nature, the Mind: attends tothoſe ' 
—\ &rgaments which , produce. @ pleaſant belief, to-find that in'\ ſeyeral Objeits; whith\ iti candor | 
E in .a0y lingk, "and to make- up in number, -what 1s Wanting in meaſare, whereas: the ; 


preſent is , manifeſt,. and takes. away all liberty of thinking. Upon this ground Senſzal 
Pleaſure , is,\mare;un Expefta5iop. than Fraition : For, Hqpe: by a maryellous Enchantment | 
not only apes. that which is f«ture preſent, - but repreſenting in one view that which 
cannot be enjoyed but in the Intervals of Time ; it unites all the ſucceſſive Parts in one 
Point, fo that what is divided and leflen'd in the Fruition, which is. always gradual, is 

_ offer'd at once and entire. Thus Man carnal, deceived by the imperfect Light'of Fancy, 
and the' falſe Glaſs of Hope, chooſes a FidFitious Felicity. ' Man; walks in'a vain ſhew, Plal, 

3. 6. His orzgizW Error hat, produc'd/ this. its own Image. And although the com- Fx 

| pier be takes! ig, ſenſual PljecFe, is like the Joy.of a diſtrafted Perſon, the:Ifſue of Fol. 
y and 1lufion, and Experience diſcovers the Deceit that 1s in. them ; as ſmelling to an ar- | 
tificial Roſe undeceives the Eye,; yet he, will 'embrage his Error. Mais. in. a: voluntar 
Dream, 'which repreſents, to him the World as, his Happineſs, and whea he 3 awalinded 
he.dreams again, chooſing to be deceived with Delight rather;than to diſcoyet the Truth 

. without it, - This- is ſet forth; by the Prophet; Ifa, 59,10. Thou art ' mearjed'in the Great: 
Tues nels of thy W 4), ) ſ[aiaeſt thoa not; there. ##-.N0 Hope : that 4s,-;T hou art tired in rhe chaſe 
_ of Satisfation zh one thing-to another, yet thou wouldſt not. give over, but ſill pur- 
ſueſt thoſe ſhadows which can never be; brought nearer tothee. | And-the true Reafon 

of it is, that in ,the hymen Nature, there, is an i#7e{e and continual Defire-of Pleaſure ; 
without which. Life itſelf hath 'no SatisfeQiog. |. For Life conſiſting in the operations -of 
the Soul.cither the extern of the'Senles, or the 7#termal of the Mind, 'tis ſweetned by thoſe 
delights which are! ſuitable to. them. ' So that. if all pleaſant Operar:oxs ceaſe, without 
flibility of returning, Death is more defirable:than Life, - And in the corrupt State there 
flri an,Aliaxce between the Fleſh and Spirit, that there js but one Appttire between 
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| = them, and that. is of the Fleſh. tc NY ook TOONS. 12 TPP 4 PLD bo (123, Li = £ 
wr All the Deſigns and Endeavours of the carnal Man are by fit means- to obtaim-fatisfacti- 


on to his Senſes : as if the Contentment of the Fleſh and the Happineſs of the Soul were 
the ſame thing; or as if the Soul were to die with the Body, and with both , all Hopes 
and Fears, all Joys and Sorrows were at an end. The Fleſh is now grown abſolute , 
and; hath-acquir'd a perfe& Empire, and taken & full poſſeſſion. of all the Faculties. For 
this' reaſon the 4poi#le tells us, Rom. 8.- 95,8. They that are in-tbe Fleſh, cannot pleaſe God. 
And the carnal Will s Enmity againſt God, *tis not ſubjeit, nitther can it be, *T1s inſnar'd 
in the Cords of Concapiſcence, and cannot recover it ſelf from its fooliſh Bondage.. But 
that doth ' not leſſen the Guilt ; which will appear by conſidering there is a twofald 
Impotence, | TS - 
I, There is a; »atural Impotence which protets from the ſeverity of Juſtice. No Man 
is bound to ſtop the Sur 1n its coarſe, or to remove Mountains : For the human Nature 
was.never endued with Faculties to do thoſe things. They are inculpably without our 
power, Now the Law enjoins nothing but what Man had in his Creation an original 
Power to perform. | 
2. There is a moral Impotence, which ariſes from a perverſe diſpoſition of the Will, 
and 1s joyn'd with a delight in Sin, and a firong averſion from the holy Commands of 
God ; and the more deep and inveterate this 1s, the more worthy 'tis of Puniſhment. A- 
ri#totle aſſerts, Ethic. 3. That thoſe who contraQt invincible Habits by Cuſtom, are inex- 
cuſable, though they cannot abſtain from Evil, For ſince liberty conſiſts 1n doing what 
one wills, this Impoſſibility doth not deſtroy Liberty ; the Depravation of the Faculties 
doth not hinder their vo/untary Operations. The Unaerftanding conceives, the Will choo- 
ſes, the Apperite deſires freely. A diſtracted Perſon that kills, is not guilty of Marther , 
and therefore ſecure from the Sentence of the Law. For his Unaertanding being di- 
ſtemper'd by the Diſorder of the Images in his Fancy, it doth not judge aright, fo that | 
the Attion is involuntary, and therefore not c4/pable. Bur there Is a valt ditterence between '| 
the Cauſes of Diitra&ioz, and thoſe which induce a carnal! Vian to Sin. The firſt are | 
ſeated in the Diſtemper of the Brarn, over which the 1: hath no Power : Whereas 
there ſhould be a regular Subjection of the lower Appetite to the Will enlightened and 
direted by the Mind. The Wi it ſelf is corrupted and brought into Captivity by 
things pleaſing to the lower Facultzes ; It cannot dilintangie it felt, but its. Impotence lies 
in its Obſtinacy. Thus 1s the meaning of St. Perer, ſpeaking concerning unclean Per- 
ſons, That their Eyes are full of Adultery, and they cannot ceaſe from Sin. ?Tis from their 
Fault alone that they are without Power. Therefore the Scripture repreſents Man to 
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be «ws and «nn , weak, but wicked. His diſability to ſupernatural Good ariſes 
from an inordinate Aﬀection to that which 18 ſerſual, So that *ris ſo tar from excuſing, 
that it renders inexcuſable, being voluntary and viciow. And in this the Piſcaſes of the 
Body are different from thoſe of the Soul. In the firff the defire of healing is ineffetual, 
through want of Knowledge or Power to apply Sovereign Remedies : Whereas in the /e- 
cond, the ſincere deſire of their Cure is ſufficient, for the Diſeaſes are corrupt Deſires. 

The zataral Man is wholly led by Sexſe, by Fancy, and the Paſſions, and he efteems it his 
Infelicity to be otherwiſe ; as the degenerous Slave, who was difſpleaſed with a Jubilee, and 
refuſed i iberty. Servitude 1s his Sexſuality, He is not only in Love with the unworth 
Objef, but with the vicious AﬀeCtion, and abhors the Cure of it. As one in the Poet that 
was ſo delighted in his pleaſant Madneſs, that he was offended at his Recovery ; 


—Cui fic extorta voluptas 
Et demptas per wm ments gratiſſimus error. 


This is acknowledged by St. Auitin in his Confeſſions, where he deſcribes the Strife be. 
tween Convittion and Corruption in his Soul. He tells us in the Confli between Reafori and 
Luſt, that he had recourſe to God, and his Prayer was, Da mihi continentiam, ſed noli mogy 
he deſired Chaſtity, but not too ſoon, he was afraid that God ſhould hear his Petition, i, 
being more bitter than Death to change his Cuſtom. This is the general Senſe, though 
not the general Diſcourſe of Men. As the ſick Perſon that deſired his Phyſician to remove 
his Fever, but not his Thirſt, which made his Drink very pleaſing to. him : So Man, in 
his ſenſual State, would fain be freed from the A£#nations of Conſcience, but he cheriſhes 
thoſe carnal Deſires which give a high'taſte to O#jedts ſuitable to them. From hence it 
appears, that though in the corrupt Nature there is no Liberty of Indiflerence to Good 
and Evil, yet there is a Liberty of war 4p in Evil ; and though the Will in its natural 
Capacity may chuſe Good, yet *tis morally determined by its Love to Evil (t ). 


Chap. 4. 


. 


(t) Inter 
caters Morta- 


litatis incommoda , hoc eft , errand: neceſſites 5 & erroris amor. Yenc. 


In ſhort , there is ſo much Power not to fin as is ſufficient to Sin 3 that is, that the for- 
bidden Aftion be free, and fo become a Sin. Which ſtrange Combination of Liberty 
and Neceſlity is excellently expreſt P St. Bernard (r ); © That the Soul which fell by 
« jts own choice, can't recover it ſelf, is from the Corruption of the Will, which, over- 
« come by the vicious Love of the Body, rejeQs the Love of Righteouſneſs ; fo that, in a 
« manner, as Strange as Evil, the Will being corrupted with Sin, makes a neceſſity to its 


. « {elf, yet ſo, that the neceſſity being voluntary, doth not excuſe theWill, nor the Will 


6 being pleaſantly and powerfully allur'd, exclude Neceſſity. The Law therefore re- 
mains 1n its full force, and God is righteous in the commanding and condemning Sin- 
ners. From all that hath been diſcourſed , *tis evident, how impoſſible it is for cor- 
rupt Ma#' to recover his loſt Holineſs: For there are only #wo Motives to induce the 
reaſonable Creature to ſeek after it. 


(r ) Quod 
ſurgere Anima 
per fe non po- 
reſt, quit per ſe 
cadere poruir, 
voluntas in 
cauſa eft, que 
corrupte cor- 
po1ts vitioſo &- 
more langueſ- 
cenr, & jacens, 
amorem juſti- 
He nn admit- 
mt: Ita neſcio 


jrevo, ſed 


miro modo, ipſa ſibi voluntas, peccato quidem in deterius mutato, neceſſnatem facis, ut nec neceſſnas cum voluntaria ft, A valeat Vo+ 


lunatem, nec voluntas cum fit illetta, excludere neceſſutatem. 


1. Its Beauty and Lovelineſs. OY 

2. The Reward that attends it. And both theſe Arguments are ineffeCtual to work upon 
him. ' | 
1. The Beauty of Holizeſs , which excels all other created PerfeCtions, it being a Confor- 
rity to the moſt glorious Attrihute of the Deity, doth not allure him: For, Una/qui/que ut 
affeitus eſt ita judicat , Man underſtands according to his Aﬀections. The renewed Mind 
can only ſee the eſſential and intimate Beauty of Holineſs. Now in fa/z Man the clear- 


' neſs of the diſcerning Power is loſt. As the natural Eye, till *tis purged from vicious 


Qualities, cannot look on things that are bright and ſub/ime, and if it hath been long in 
Darkneſs , it ſuflers by the moſt pleaſing Object the Light : So the internal Eye of the 
Mind, that it may ſee the lively Luſtre of Holineſs, it mult be cleanſed from the Filthie 
neſs of carnal Aﬀections, and having been fo long under thick Darkneſs, it mult be 


ſtrengthened, before it can ſuſtain the brightneſs of things Spiritual, Till it be prepared, 


it can {ce nothing ami«ble and deſirable in the Image of God. 
2. The Reward of Holineſs hath no attraiFive power on the carnal Will; becauſe *tis 
Future and Spiritaal, 
1. *Tis Future, and therefore the Conceptions of it are very dark and imperfect; The 
Soul is ſunk down into the Sexſes, and they are ſhort-ſighted and can't look ar a 
what 
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AAP what is preſent to the next Life. And as the Images of things are weaken'd and confu- 

Chap. 4. {ed proportionably to their diſtance, and make a fainter Impreſſion upon the Faculty ; fo 

WEYV the Repreſentation of Heaven and Bleſſedneſs as a Happineſs to come hereaſter, and there- 

fore remote, doth but coldly. affe&t the Will. A preſent Yazity, in the Judgment of the 

carnal Soul, outweighs the moſt glorious Futurity. Till there be taken from before its 

(x) Gzikeyes (1n Tertullian's Language (x) the thick Curtain of the viſible World, it cannot diſ- 

: Po ag cern the diiierence between them, nor value the Reward for its Excellency and Duration. 
Izi vice oppanja eft> Apolog. 


2. 'Tis Spiritual, and there muſi be a Divize Diſpoſition of the Soul before it is capa- 
ble of it. The pare in Heart can only ſee the pure God, Mat. 5. 8. The Felicity above is that 
which Eye hath not ſten, nor Ear heard, neither hath it entred into the Heart of Man to con- 
cezve, 1 Cor. 2. 9. Now the carnal Man 1s only affected with groſs and corporeal things. 
The Certainty, Immenſity, and- Immortality of the Heavenly Reward doth not prevail with 
him to ſeek after it. He hath no Pa/at for Spiritual Pleaſures, *ris viczated by luſcious Va- 
nities, ard can't reliſh rational and refined Joys. Till the Temper of the Soul be altered, ; 
the Bread of Angels is diſtateful to it. For the Appetite is according to the Diſpoſition 1 
of the Stomach, and when that is corrupted, it longs for things hurtful, and rejects whol- 
ſome Food. If a carnal Man were tran{Jated to Heaven, where the Love of God reigns, 
and where the brighteſt and {weete(t Diſcoveries of his Glory appear, he would not find 
Paradiſe 1n Heaven it ſelf. For delight ariſes not meerly from the Excellency of the 06- 
jet, but from the Proportionableneſs to the Faculty, 'I hough God is an 7»fizite Good in 
himſelf, yet if he is not conceived as the Supreme Good to Man, he cannot make him happy. 
Suppoſe {ome {light Convictions to be in the Mind, that happineſs conſiſts 1n the en- 
joyment of God, yer this being ofter'd upon the terms of quitting all /ez/aal Luſts, the 
carnal Man efteems the condition impoſſible , and therefore is diſcourag d from = 
any endeavours to obtain it. For to excite Hope, 'tis not ſufficient to propoſe a Rewar 
that is real and excellent, but that is attainable. For although Hope hath its tendency 
to a difficult Good, as its proper O0bje&?, and the difficulty is fo tar from diſcouraging, that 
It quickens the Soul, and draws forth all the active Powers, by rendring it greater in our 
eſteem ; yet when the difficulty is excefive, and confines upon impoſſibility, it dejeQts the 
Soul, and inclincs it to deſpair. Thus when the condition of obtaining ſome good 15 neceſ- 
ſary, but inſutlerable, it takes off from all endeavours in order to it. 
To conſider it in a temporal Caſe, will meke it more clear. As one that labours under 
a Dropſy, and is vext with an intolerable and inſatiable th:r/t, if a Phyſcizan{hould aſſure him 
of Care upon condition he would abſtain from drinking, he could not conceive any real 
hope of being healed, judging it impoſſible to reſiſt the 1importunity of his drought 3 he 
therefore negleQts the Means, he drinks and dies. "Thus the corrupt Heart of Man, that is 
under a perpetual thirſt of carzal Pleaſures, and is more inflamed by the ſatisfaction it re- 
ceives, judges it an #ſuperable condition t9 part with them for the acquiring of Spiritual 
Happineſs: And this /ex/xal and /ottiſh Deſpair cauſes a total neglect of the Means, "Tis 
thus expreſt by the 1/razlires, when God commanded them to return from the evil of their 
wavs in order to their Happineſs, and they ſaid, There #s no hope, but we will walk after our 
own devices, and we will every one ao the imigination of his evil heart. ( Abſtinere nequeo. Grot, 
Fer. 18.12.) They were Slaves to their domineerivg Appetites, and reſolved to make no 
trial about that they judg'd impoſſible. Briefp, In faln Man there is ſomething predomr- 
ant, which he values above the favour and fruition of God, and that is the World, As 
in the Parab/e, where Happineſs is fer forth under the familiar repreſeztation of a Feaſt, 
' thoſe who were invited to it, excuſe themſelves by ſuch reaſons as clearly diſcover that 
ſome amiable Luſt charmd them fo ſtrongly, that in the compericion *twas preterr'd before 
Heaven. Ore ſaith, I have bought a piece of ground, and I muſt needs go ſee it 5 and ano: 
ther, I have bought a yoke of Oxen, and I muſt go to prove then: : and a third, I have mare 
ried a Wife, and cannot come, Luke 14. 18. The objects of their Paſſons are different, but 
I'| they all produce the ſame effe&, the rejection of Happineſs. The Sw of all is this, 
*8 That as Man tell from his Obedience, and' loſt the Inaze of God, by ſeeking Perfection 
1 and Satisfaction, that is, Bappineſs in the creature; ſo he can never return to his Obedi- 
ence, and acknowledg God as his Supreme Lord, till he chules him for his Happineſs, 
And this he can never iztirely do, till he'is born again, and hath a zew principle of Life 
that may change. the complexion of the Foul, and quality it for thoſe delights which are 
ſublime and Spiritual. | | 
Secondly, Faln Man: can never recover the Favour of God 5 And this is evident upon 
a double account. OW 
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F; He is not able to make- ſat on to G 
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Deliverance, nor conceive how Mercy can ſave him without the violation of Ja#ice, an 
Attribute as eſſential to the Divine Nature as Mercy. And what can induce him to make 
an humble confeſſion of his faulr, when he expeas nothing but an irrevocable . Doom ? 


An inſtance of this we have in Adam, who being under the cozzw4ctio7 of his Sin, and 


apprehenſion that God would be ſevere, did not folicite for Mercy, Þut endeavour'd to 
transfer the guilt on God himſelf. The Woman thou gawveſt me, ſhe gave me of the Tree, 
and | did eat, Gen. 3.12. As 1t ſhe had been defign'd for a ſnare, and not to be an 
aid in his innocent ſtate. ns BH 

2. A ſincere Reſolution to ſorſake Sin is built on the hopes of Mercy. Till the reaſona- 
ble Creature knows that Heaven is open to Repentance, to his ſecond and better thoughts, 
he is irreclaimable. He that never hopes to receive any good, will continue in doing evil. 


Deſpair of Mercy cauſeth a deſpiſing of the Law. The Apo#tate Angels, who are without 


the reſerves of Pardon, are confirm'd in their Rebellion : Their Gaz is mixt with Fary, 
they perſiſt in their War againſt God, though they know the iſſue will be deadly to them. 
And had there not been an early Revela:ion of Mercy to Adam, he had been incorrigibly 
wicked as the Devils. For deſpair had inflam*d his hatred againſt God, which is of all the 
Paſſions the moſt incurable. Thoſe vicious Affections that depend on the hamours of the 
Body which are mutable, alter with them : But Hatred 1s feated in the ſuperiour part of 
the Soul, which is of a Spiritual nature, and Diaboical in obſtinacy. | 

Iz ſhort, When the reaſonable Creature 1s guilty and vicious, and knows that God is 
Juſt and Holy, and that He will be ſevere in revenging all Diſobedience, he hath no Care 
nor Deſire to reform himſelf. He will not lay a reſtraint on his pleaſing 4ppetires, when 
he expe&s noTecompence : He eſteems it loſt labour to abſtain : And all his deſign is, to 


allay and ſweeten the fear of juture Evils by preſent enjoyments. When he is ſcorch/d with 


the apprehenſions of wrath to come, he purges himſelf into ſenſual exceſſes for ſome re- 
lief. He reſolves to make his beſt of Sin for a time: According to the Principle of the 
Epicures, Let us eat and drink while we may, to morrow we ſhall die, x Cor. 15. 

The Sam of all is this, That an unrelenting and unreformed Sinner is incapable of Par- 
don 5 For unleſs God ſhould renounce his own Nature, and deny his Dezty, He cannot 
receive him to favour. And it is inconceivable how the rational Creature once lapſed, 
ſhould .ever be encourag'd to Repentance without the expeQtation of Mercy : And there 
being an inſeparable alliance between the Integrity and Felicity of Man by the terms of the 
firſt Covenant, the. one failing, he could not entertain the leaſt degree of Hope concernin 


the other. By all 'which it appears, he is under an invincible neceſſity of ſinning an 
ſuffering for ever ; his Miſery is compleat and deſperate. . 
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- zu Contriving Man's Redemption. 


GIL AT -F- 


Of the Divine Wiſdom tin the contrivance of Man's Redempti- 
on. Underſtanding Agents propound an End, and chooſe 
Means for the obtaming it. The End of God 15 of the high- 
eft conſequence, his own Glory and Man's Recovery. The dif- 

 ficulty of accompliſhing it. The Means are proportionable. 

The Divine Wiſdom glorified im taking occaſion from the 

Sin aud Fall of Man to bring Glory to God, and to raiſe 

Man to a more excellent State. It appears in ordaining 

fuch a Mediator , as was fit to reconcile God to Man, 

and Man to God. *Tis diſcovered 1n the defignation of the 


Second Perſon to be our Saviour. And making the Re-_ 


medy to bave a proportion to the cauſe of our Ruin, 'Tis 


viſible in the manner whereby our Redemption is accom- 


pliſh'd. And in the ordaining ſuch contemptible Means to 
produce ſuch glyious Efftets. And laying the deſign of 
the Goſpel, ſo as to provide for the comfort, and promote 
the holineſs of Man. y 


OD by his infallible Preſcience (to which all things are eternally preſent ) 
viewing the Fall of Adam, and that all Mankind lay bleeding in him, out 
of deep compaſſion to his Creature, and that the Devil might not be finely 
victorious over him, in his Council decreed the Recovery of Man from his 
languiſhing and miſerable State. The Deſign and the Means are moſt 
worthy of God, and in both his Wiſdom appears. 

This will be made viſible, by conſidering, that all underſtanding Agets firſt propound 

an Ezd, and then-chooſe the Mears for the obtaining of it. And the more rerfett the 

Under anaing 1s, the more excellent 1s the Ez4 it deſigns, and the more fit and conveni- 
ent are the Mears it makes uſe of for the acquiring it. Now, when God, whoſe Under- 
ſtanding ts infinite, ( and, in compariſon of whom, the moſt prudent and adviſed are buc 
as dark ſhadows) when he determines to work, eſpecially in a moſt glorious manner, 
the Exd and the Mears are equally admirable. | | : 

Firſt, The End is of the higheſt Conſequence. Were it ſome low incenſiderable thing, 
it were unworthy of one thought of God for the effefting it. To be curious in contri- 
ving how to accompliſh that which is of no importance, expoſes ro a juſt imputation of 

_ Folly : But when the moſt excellent Good is the Exd, and the difficulties which hinder 
the obtaining of it are i»ſuperable to a finite underſtanding, it then becomes the only 

wiſe God ( 1 Tim. 1. 17.) to diſcover the Divinity of his Wiſdom, in making a way 
where he finds none. And ſuch was the Ezd of God in the work of our Redemption: This 

| was declar'd by the Angels, who were ſent Ambaſſadors Extraordinary to bring Tidings 


of Peace to the World. They praiſed Goa, ſaying, Glory ro God in the higheſt, and on 
Earth Peace, 2ood Will towards Men, Luke 2. 13, 14. . 


The ſupreme Ezd is his own Glory ; and, in order to it, the Salvation of Man hath 
the nature and reſpe& of a medium. | 


The ſubordinate 1s the recovery of the World from its /:pſed and wretched State. 
I. The ſupreme Ezd is the Glory of God. This ſignifies principally his internal and 


eſſential Glory : and that conſiſts in the Perlections of his Nature, which can never be - 


tully conceived by the Angels, but overwhelm, by their excellent Greatneſs all created 
| Underitandings 
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The Harmony of the Divine Aitributes 


IR Underftandings. But the Glory that reſults from God's Works is properly intended in 
Chap. '5. the preſent. Argument, and. implies, 


_ 2. The manifeſtation whereby he is pleaſed to repreſent himſelf in the exerciſe of his 
Attribates. As the Divine Nature is the primary and compleat Object of his Love, fo he 
takes delight in thoſe ARions wherein the image and brightneſs of his own Vertues ap- 
pear. Now in all the Works of God there is an Evidence of his Excellencies. But as 
{ome Stars ſhine with a different _ ſo there are ſome noble Effets, wherein the 
Divize Attributes are ſo conſpicuous, that in compare with them, the reſt of God's Works 
are but obſcare expreſſions of his Greatneſs. The principal are Creation and Redempti- 
on, The Heavens" declare .the Glory of God, and the Firmament his hanay-work, Pal. 19. 1, 
And when God ſurveyed the W hole Creation, and ſaw that All which he made was good . 
Gen. 1. He ordain'd a Sabbath, to Fgnify the content and fatisfattion he had in the dif- 
covery of his eternal PerfeCtions therein. ; CY 

But eſpecially his Glory is moſt reſplendent in the Work of Redemption, wherein more 
of the Divine Artributes are exercis'd than in the Creation, and in a more glorious man- 


ner. 'Tis here that W:ſaom, Gooanels, Juſtice, Holineſs and Power, are united in their 


higheſt degree and cxaltation. Upon this account the Apoſtle uſeth that expreſſion, x Tim. 
1. 11. The Glorioas Goſpel of the Bleſſed God: It being the cleareſt Reve/ation of his excel- 
lent. Attributes, the iported Mirrour wherein the great and wonderful Efe#s of the 
Deity are ſet forth. (= wane 8 O08 AQS2.11.) | * 

2. The Praiſe and Thankſgiving that ariſeth from the diſcovery of his PerfeCtions by 


reaſonable Creatures, who conſider and acknowledge them. When there is a ſolemn 


Veneration of his Excellencies, and the moſt ardent Aﬀe#ions to him for the communi- 


cation of his Goodneſs, Thus in God's account, Whojo offers Praiſe, glorifies him, Pſal.5o. 


23. An eminent Example of this is ſet down in Job 38.7. whea at the birth of the 
World, The Morning Stars ſa togeher, and all the Sons of God ſbouted for Joy. And at 
its New Birth, they deſcend =. make his Praiſe glorious in a Triumphant Song. It will 
be the eternal exerciſe of the Saints in Heaven, P(al. 66. 2, where they more fully un- 


derſtand the My#ery of our Redemption, and conſider every Circumſtance that may add 
a luſtre to it, to aſcribe Bleſing, Honour, Glory and Power to him that ſits ow the Throne, 
and unto the Lamb for ever and ever, Rev. 5. 13. VE ER F 
Secondly. The ſubordinate End is the reſtoring of Man: And this 1s inviolably joyn'd 
with the other. *Tis expreſt by Peace on Earth, and good Will rowaras Men. Sin hath 


broke that ſacred Alliance which was between God and Man : and expoſed him to his 
juſt diſpleaſure. - A Miſery inconceivable. And what is more becoming God, who is 


the Father of Mercies , than to glorifie his dear Attribute, [| God is Love, x John 4. 9. ] 
and that which in a peculiar manner chareFerizes his Nature, by the Salvation of the wi- 
ſerable? What is more honourable to him, than by his Almighty Mercy to raiſe ſo ma- 


ny. Monuments from the duſt, wherein his Goodneſs may live and reign for ever > Now 


for the accompliſhing of theſe excellent. Ends, the Divine Wiſdom pitch'd upon thoſe 
Means which were moſt fit and congruous, which I ſhall d:#in#1y conſider, 
: The Miſery of falkex Man conſiſted in the Corruption. of his Nature by Sin, and the 
Puniſhment that enſues : And his Happineſs is in the reſtoring him to his Primizzve Hoe 
ineſs, and in Reconciliation to God, ' and the full frwitio# of him. The way to effe&t 


' this was beyond the compaſs of any finite Underſtanding, 


That God, who is rich in Goodnels, ſhould be favourable to the Angels who ſerve him 
in perfect Purity, we may eaſily conceive ; for though they do not merit his Favour, yet 
they never provok'd his Anger. And tis impoſſible but that he ſhould love the Image 

of his Holineſs whereever it ſhines. | 
: Or ſuppoſe an innocent Creature in Miſery, the Divine Mercy would ſpeedily excite his 
Power to reſcue it : , For God is Love to all his Creatures, as fach, till ſome extrinſecal cauſe 
mntervenes, Which God hates more than he loves the Creature, and that is Sin ; which a- 
lone ſtops the effuſion of Goodneſs, and opens a wide paſſage for Wrath to fall upon 
the Guilty. But how to ſave the Creature that is undone by its own choice, and is as 
{inful'as miſerable, will poſe the Wiſdom of the World. Heaven it ſelf ſeem'd to be divi- 
ded... oy inclin'd to fave, but Ju#ice interpos d tor ſatisfaction. Mercy regarded Man 
with reſpect to his Miſery, and the Pleas of it are, Shall the Allmighty build to ruin ? 
Shall the moſt excellent Creature in the lower World periſh, the Fault nor being ſolely 
his? Shall the Enemy triumph for ever, and raiſe his-LCrophtes from the Works of the 
moſt High ? Shall the reaſozable Creature loſe the fruition off God, and God the ſubjecti- 
on and ſervice of the Creature, and all Mankind be made in vain ? Juſtice? conſfider'd Man 
as guilty of a tranſcendent Crire, and 'tis its Nature to render to every one what is due ; 
now the wages of ſin is death, and ſhall not the Judge of all the World do right ? All the other 
| Attribates 
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Attributcs feem'd to be attendants on Juitice, The Wiſdom of God enforc'd its Plea, it F'LAD,n 
being molt indecent that Sin which provokes the Execution ſhould procure the Abroga- Chap. $. 
tion of the Law ; this would encourage the commiſſion of Sin without fear. The Ma- 4 OV — 

jeſty of God was concern'd, tor it was not becoming his excellent Greatneſs to treat with 

defiled Duſt, and to offer Pardon to a preſumptuous Rebel immediately after his Offence, 

and betore he made Supplication to his Judge. The Holineſs of God did quicken his Ju- 

[tice to execute the threatning, For he # of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, Habak. 1, As 

Goodnels is the eſſential Object of his Will, which he loves unchangeably whereever it is. 

ſo is Sin the eternal Objett of his hatred, and where ?tis found in the love of it, renders 

the ſubject odious to him. Fe 'will not take the wicked by the hand, Job.$. 20. + The Law + 'Os Siuur 


of contraricty forbids Purity and Pollution to mix together. And the Yeracity of God re- Joy 76 141 #9» 


quir?d the inflicting the Puniſhment. For the Law being a Declaration of God's Will, Suge, 13.9648 
according to which he would diſpenſe Rewards and Puniſhments, either it muſt be exe. 757%" 
cuted upon the Offender, or if extraoraizarily diſpens'd with, it muſt be upon ſuch terms, 
as the honour of God's Truth may be preferv'd. This ſeeming Conflict was between 
the Attributes. | © Be 
The ſablineft Spirits in Heaven were at a loſs how to azravel the difficulty, and to 
find out the miraculous way to reconcile infinite Mercy with inflexible Juſtice ; how to 
fatisfy the Demands of the one, and the Requeſts of the other. God was to overcome 
himſelt before he reſtored Man. In this Exigence his Mercy excited his Wiſdom to in- 
terpoſe as an Arbiter, whuch, in the Treaſure of its incomprehenſible Light, found out 
an admirable expedient to ſave Man, without prejudice to his other Perte&tions: That 
was by conſtituting a Mediator both able and willing, between the guilty Creature and 
Himſelt: That by transferring the Puniſhment on the Surety, he might puniſh Sin, and 
pardon the Sinner. And here, the more ſevere and rigorous Juſtice is, the more ad- 
mirable 1s the Mercy that ſaves. In the ſame ſtupendious Sacrifice he declared his re- 
ſpect to Juſtice, ant! his delight in Mercy. The two principal Relations of our Re- 
deemer are, the one of a Gift trom God to Man, the other of an Oblation for Men to 
God. By the one, God fatisiies his izfinire Love to Man, and, by the other, ſatisfies his 


tafinite Juſtice for Man, Neither is it unbecoming God to condeſcend in accepting the 


returning Sinner, when a Medintor of infinite Dignity intercedes for Favour. The Dis 
vine Majeſty is not lefſen'd, when God zs i» Chriſt reconciling the World unto himſelf, 2 Cor. 
5, Neither is the $.4/:y of God diſparag'd by his Clemency to Sinners, for the Re- 
deemer 1s the Principle and Pattern of Holineſs to all that are ſaved, The fame 
Grace that inclin'd God to ſend his Son to dye for us, gives his Spirit to live in us, 
that we may be revivd and renew'd acccording to his Image, and by Caonfors 
mity to God be prepared tor Communion with him. Here is a ſweet concurrence 
of all the Attributes, Mercy and Truth are met together, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs each 
other, Pfal. 85. 10. Who can count up this heap of Wonders? Who can unfold all the 
Treaſures of this myſterious Love ? The Tongue of an Angel cannot explicate it accor- 
ding to 1ts dignity : Tis the faireſt Copy of the Divine Wiſdom, the Conſummation of 
all God's Counlels, wherein all the Atrribates are diſplayed in their brighteſt luſtre ; *Tis 
here the manifold Wiſdom of God appears, Epheſ. 3. 10. The Angels of Light bend them- 
ſelves with extraordinary Application of Mind, and ardent Attections to ſtudy the rich 
and unſearchable Variety that is 1n it, 1 Per. 1. 12. aww ap alluſion to the poſtare of 
the Cherubims looking to the Ark. Only the ſame Underſtanding comprehends it 
which contriv'd it. Bur as one that views the Ocean, though he cannot ſee its Bounds 
or Bottom, yet he ſees ſo much as to know that that vaſt Colle&ion of Waters is far 
greater than what 1s within the Compaſs of his ſhort ſight: So though we cannot un- 
derſtand all the depths of that immenſe Wiſdom, which order'd the Way of our Sal- 
vation, yet we may diſcover ſo much, as to know with the Apoſtle, that it ſarpaſſes 
Knowledge, Eph. 3. He that 1s the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the Light of 


| the World, fo illuminate our dark underſtands, that we may conceive aright of this 


great Mytery. ; 
The Fir/t thing that offers it ſelf to Conſideration, is, the Compaſs of the Divine Wil. 
dom, in taking occaſion from the Si and Fall of Man to bring more Glory to God, and 
ro raiſe him to a - more excellent ſtate, Sin, in its own nature, hath no tendency to 
Good, *tis not an apt meaium, hath no proper efficacy to promote the Glory of God : So 
far is it from a dire& contributing to it, that, on the contrary, 'tis the moſt real ditho» 
nour to Him, But as a b/act ground in a Picture, which, in ts (elf, only defiles, when 
placd by Art, lets off the brighter Colours, and heightens their Beauty ; ( z ) So tha (2) wth 
evil of Sin, which, conſider'd av/o/utely, obſcures the Glory of God, yer, þy the over-ruling #74 lumen 
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"The Harmony of the Drome Attributes 


RA diſpoſition of his Providence, it ſerves to illuſtrate his Name, and, to make it more glo- 


EIS —oeoooeomoortes 


Chap. 5. rious in the eſteem of reaſonable Creatures. Without the Sz of Man there had been no 
CV place for the moſt perfe& exerciſe of his Goodneſs. O felix culpa que tantum & ta- 


(a) Non Spe» 


cie, ſed Ordi- 
ne placent, 
Aug. 


lem meruit habere Redemptorem. ( a) Happy fault , not in it felt, but by the wiſe and 
merciful Counſel of God, to be repair'd in a way fo advantageous, that the Salvation of 
the Earth is the Wonder of Heaven, the Redemption of Man ravithes the Angels. 
The Glory of God is more viſible in the recovery of lapſed Man, than 1t the Law had 
been obey'd, or executed. If Adam had perſever'd in his Duty, the Reward had been 
from Grace, for owing himſelf to God, he could receive nothing but as a Gyfr trom his 
Bounty z ſo that Goodneſs only had then been exercis'd, and nor in his higheſt and moſt 
obliging Afts, which are to fave the Guilty and Miterable ; tor I-zocence 1s incapable 
of Mercy. If the Sentence had been inflicted, Juſtice had been honour'd with a ſolemn 
Sacrifice ; but Mercy, the ſweet, tender, and indulgent Attribute had never appear?d. But 
now: the Wiſdom of God is eminent in the accord of both theſe Attributes. God 1s equal- 
ly glorious, as equally God, in preſerving the Authority of his Law by an A of Juſtice 
upon our Surety, as in the exerciſe of Mercy by remitting the puniſhment to the Of- 


fenaer. | 


And *tis no leſs honourable to God's Wiſdom to reſtore Man with infinite advantage. 
"Tis a Myſtery in Nature, that the corruption of one thing 1s the gexeratior of another ; 
tis more myſterious in Grace, that the Fall of Man ſhould occaſion his more noble Re#1- 
tution. Innocence was not his laſt end, his ſupreme Felzciry tranſcends the firſt. The 
Holineſs of Adam was perfect, but mutable : But Holineſs in the Reaeemea, tho? in a leſs 
degree, ſhall be viftorious over all 'Temptations : for they are not joyn'd to the Heavenly 
Adam in a ſtrict and inviolable Union. And thoſe Graces are ated by them, tor the 
exerciſe of which there was no ObjeAas and Occaſions in Innocence, 1 Pet. 2. 20. As Com- 
paſſion to the Miſerable, Forgiveneſs of Injuries, Fortitude and Patience ; all which, as 
they are a moſt lively reſemblance of the Divine PerfeEtions, ( 1 Pet. 4. 14, ) fo an excel- 


lent Ornament to the Soul, and infinitely endear it to God. And the happineſs of our 


renewed ſtate exceeds our primitive Felicity. Whether we conſider the nature of it, 'tis 
wholly Spiritual ; or the xe of it, Heaven the Santtuary of Life and Immortality ; or 
the conſtitution of the Body, which ſhall be cloathed with Celeſtial Qualities : But this 
will be particularly diſcuſſed in its proper place. | 

Theſe are the EfteQs of Infinite Wiſdom, to the production of which Sin affords no 
Caſualty, but hath meerly an accidental reſpect. As the Apoſtle. interprets the words of 
David, Rom. 3. 4. Againſt thee only have I ſinned, that thou mighteſt be juitified in thy Say- 
ings, and overcome when thou judgeſt, Which doth not reſpect the Intention of David, but 
the Event only. The greater his Injuſtice was in the Commiſſion, the more clear would 
God's Juſtice be in the condemnation af his Sin. : 

2. The Wiſdom of God appeared in ordaining ſuch a Mediator, who was qualified to 
reconcile God to Man, and Man to God. The firſt and moiſt admirable Article in the 
Myitery of Godlineſs, and the Foundation of all the reſt is, that God i' manifeſt in the 
Fleſb, 1 Tim. 3.16, The middle muſt equally touch the Extreams. A Mediator muſt 
be capable of the Sentiments and Afﬀtections of both the Parties he will reconcile. He 
muſt be a juſt eſteemer of the Rights and Injuries of the one and the other, and have a 
common Intereſt in both. The Son of God aſſuming the human Nature, pertealy poſ- 
{eſſes theſe Qualities, he hath Zeal for God, and Compaſſion for Man. He hath taken 
Pledges of Heaven and Earth ; the ſupreme Nature 1n Heaven, and the moſt excellent 
on the Earth, to make the Hoſtility ceaſe between them. He is Immanuel by Nature 
and Office. And if no lefs than an Inſpired Wiſdom could deviſe how to trame the 
Earthly Tabernacle, ( Exoa. 36. ) wherein God dwelt in a ſhadowy and typical man- 
ner, What Wildom was requiſite to frame the Humane Nature of Chriſt, wherein the 
Deity was really to dwell? Joha x. 

Now to diſcover more clearly the Divine Wiſdom, in uniting the two Natures in 


Chriſt, to qualify him for his Office, ( Colo. 1. ) *tis requiſite to conſider, that the Office - 


of Mediator hath three Charges annex'd to it ; the Prie5tly, which reſpe&ts God ; the Pro- 
phetical and Kjngly, which regard Men. Theſe have a reſpect to the Evils which -op- 
preſs faln Man ; and they are Gat, lenorance, Sin, and Death. Man was capitally guil- 
ty of the breach of Gods Law , and under the tyranny of his Luſts , in the Tk ha- 
ble to Death. | | 
The Redeemer 1s made to him Wiſdom, Righteouſaels, Sand ification, and Redem?tion. 
Theſe Benefits are diſpensd by him in his threefold Office ; As a Prieſt he exPlates Sin 
as a ' rophet he inſtrutts the Church, as a Azz he regulates the Lives of his Subjeas de. 
livers them from their Enemies, and makes them happy. Now the Oivize and £2 
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| mane Nature are requiſite for the performance of all theſe. For nothing is effettual to > >—7 


an End , but what is proportionable and commenſurate thereunto ; and to proportion Cap: 5- 
Exceſſes as well as Dete&s, are oppoſite. This will appear by taking a diſtinet yiew 


of the ſeveral Offices of our Mediator. 
1. The Prieſtly Office hath Two parts. 


1. To make Expiation for Sin. 
2. Interceſſion for Sinners. 


Now for the making expiation for Sin, there was a neceſſary concurrence of the two 


| Natures in our Redeemer. He muſt be Mar; for the Deity was not capable of thoſe 


Submiſſions and Sufferings which were requiſite to expiate Sin. And he muſt be Maz, 
that the ſmnine Nature might ſuffer, and thereby acquire a 2i#le to the SatisfaQtion that 


| is made. The meritorious imputation of Chriſt's Sufferings to May , +is grounded on 


the Union between them , which is as well natural in his partaking of Fleſh and 
Blood , as moral in the conſent of their Wills. As the Apoſtle obſerves , Heb. 2. 17. 
That he who ſanitifies, and they that are ſanttified are all one : So he that ſufters, and they 
for whom he ſuffers, muſt have communion» in the ſame Nature. For this reaſon , 
God having reſolved never to diſpenſe Mercy to the Fallen Angels, the Redeemer did 
not aſſume the Argelical Nature, but the ſeed of Abraham. 2 
And as the Humane Nature was neceſſary to qualify him for ſ«fferings, and to make 
them ſuitable, ſo the Divine was to make them /afficzext. The lower nature conſider'd 
in it ſelf, could make no fſatisfaQtion : The Dignity of the Divine Perſon makes a tem- 
poral puniſhment to be of an infinite value in God's Account. Beſides, the Humane Na- 
ture had ſunk under the weight of Wrath, if the Deity had not been perſonally preſent 
to ſupport it. brief, To perform the firſt part of his Office, he muſt ſuffer, yet be 
impaſſible ; Dye , yet be immortal 3 and undergo the Wrath of God, to deliver Man 
from it. (6) | ; | _ (b) Solus 
2. To make Interceſſion for us, it was requiſite that He ſhould partake of both Nataves, Fon # ay Hy 
that he might have credit with God, and compaſſion to Man. The Son hath a pre- perue moriem 
vailing Intereſt in the Father, as he teſtifies, I know thou heardſt me always, John 11. 42. 79" poi, 
A Privilege which neither Abraham, Moſes, nor any other who were the moſt favoured Leon -+>4gg 
Saints, enjoyed. And, as Man, he was fit for Paſſion and Compaſſion. The Humane Na- 
ture is the proper Subject of feeling Pity, eſpecially when it hath felt Miſery. God is 
capable of Love, not in ftrictneſs of Compaſſion. For Sympathy proceeds from an experi- 
mental ſenſe of what one hath ſuffer*d, and the ſight of rhe like affliction in others, re- 
vives the Affections which were felt in that ſtate, and inclines to Pity. The Apoſtle of- 
fers this to Believers as the ground of Comfort, that He who took our Natare, and felt our 


Griefs, intercedes for us. For we have not an High-Prieſt that cannot be touch d with the 


eeling of our Infirmities, but was in all things tempted as we are, yet withoat (in, Heb. 4. 15, 
ns 6 an ares Confidence we hap dy the Throne of Grace. 7% hath wk 
deepeſt of the Cup of Sorrows, that he may be an 4l-ſufficient Comforter to thoſe that 
mourn. He hath ſuch tender Bowels, we may truſt him to ſollicit our Salyation, In 
ſhort, *tis the great Support of our Faith, that we have acceſs to the Father by the Son, 
Ephef. 2. 18. and preſent all our Requeſts by a Mediator ſo worthy and fo dear to him, 
and by One who left the Joys of Heaven, that by enduring AfMiction on Earth, tus Heart 
might be made tunable to the Hearts of the afflicted. £ 

Secondly. For the Diſcharge of the Prophetical Office , 'twas neceſſary the Mediator 
{ſhould be God and Mas. 

1. He muſt be God, that he might deliver his Counſels with more Authority and 
Efficacy than any meer Creature could. He mult be a Teacher ſent from Heaven that 
reveals to us the Will of God concerning the Way thither, and the Certainty and Excel- 


- 


- lency of that State. Now Chriſt 1s: the Original of all Wiſdom; 'tis not faid the Word 


of the Lord came to Him, as to the Prophets ; He is the Fountain of all ſacred Knows 
ledge. The Soz came from the Boſom of the Father, ( Joh, 1. 18, ) the Seat of. his Coune 
ſels and Compaſſions, to reveal thoſe Secrets which were concealed from the Angels, in that 
Light which is inacceſſible. And 'tis God alone can teach the Heart, and convince the 
Conſcience, {0 as to produce a ſaving Belict of the Heavenly Dodtrine, and: a delight in 
the Diſcovery, and a reſolution to follow it wherever it direQs, : 

2. *T was fit he ſhould be Mar, that he might be familiarly converſant with us, and 
convey the Counſels of God in ſuch a way as Man could receive, All /avine Truth 
comes from God, and it follows, by juſt "ops that the nearer he 1s to us, the bet» 


ter 
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ter we are like to be inſtructed. Now there are zo things which render finful Man in- 
capable of immediate Converſe with God. 


1. The Infirmity of his Nature. 
2. The Guilt that cleaves to him. 
Firſt. The Infirmity of Man's Nature cannot endure the Glory of God's Appearance. 
When the- Law was deliver'd on Mount S#»ai, the Iſraelites were under great t errors at 
the Sighrs and Prodigies which accompanied the Divine Preſence, and they defired that 


God would ſpeak to them no more in his Majeity and Greatneſs, leſt they ſhould die, Deut. 


5. 256, There is ſuch a Diſproportion between our Meanneſs and his Excellencies, that 
Daniel, though a Favourite of Heaven, yet his Comelineſs was turned into Corruption 
at the ſight of a Viſion, Dan. 10.17. And the beloved Diſciple fell down as dead at the ap- 
pearance of Chriſt in his Glory, Rev. 1. 159. When the Eye gazes on the Sun, 'tis more 
tormented with the Brightneſs than pleaſed with the Beauty of it 5 But when the Beams 
are tranſmitted through a colour'd meaium, they are more temperate and {weetned to the 
Sight. The eternal Word ſhining in his full Glory, the. more bright, the leſs viſible is he 
to mortal Eyes ; but the Incarnate V Vord 1s eclipſed and allayed by a Yeil of Flih, Heb. 
10. 20, and {o made acceſſible to us. God, out of a tender Reſpect to our Frailty and 
Fears, promiſed to raiſe up a Prophet cloathed in our Nature, Deut. 18. 15. that we might 
comfortably and quietly receive his Inſtructions. 


2. Guilt makes us fearful of his Preſence. The Approach of God awakens the Con- 


ſcience, which is his Spy in our Boſoms, and cauſes a dreadtul Apparition of Sin in its | 


view. VVhen one Beam of Chriſt's Divinity broke forth in the miraculous Draught 
of Fiſhes 3* Peter cries out, Depart from me, for I am a ſinful Man, O Lord, Luke 5. 8. 
Holineſs arm'd with Terror ſtrikes a Sinner into Conſternation. Now when the Mind 
is ſhaken with a Storm of Fear, it cannot calmly attend to the Counſels of V Viſdom. But 
the Son of God appearing in our Nature, to expiate Sin, and appeaſe Divine Juſtice, we 
are encouraged to draw near to him, and fit at his Feet, to hear the words of eternal Life. 
Thus God complied with our Neceſſity, that with a freer Diſpenſation we might receive 
the Counſels of our Saviour. 

3. He is qualified for his Kzngly Office, by the Union of the two Natures in him. He 
mult be God to Conquer Satay, and Convert the V Vorld. As eminent an Act of Power 
was neceſſary to Redeem, as to Create, For although the Supreme Judge was to be ſatisfi- 
ed by humble Sufferings, yet Satan , who uſurp'd the Right of God ( for. Man had no 
Power ( Joh. 12. 20. ) to alienate himſelt) was to be ſubdued : Having no juſt Title, he 


- was to be caſt out by Power, Lake 11.38. And no leſs than the Divine Power could 


accomplith our Victorious Reſcue from him. In his Love he pitied vs, and his holy 
Arm got him the Vittory , T(a.63.9. He is the Author of eternal Salvation , Heb. 7. 
23. which no inferior Agent could ever accompliſh. *Tis God alone can overcome Death, 
and him that had the Power of Death, and bring us ſafely to Felicity. 

Beſides, our King muſt be May, that by the Excellency of his Example, he might lead 
us in the way of Life. The moſt rational Method to reform the V Vorld, is, not only 
to' exact Laws to be the Rule of virtuous Actions, but for. Law-givers to make Virtue 
honourable and imitable by their own Practice. And to encourage us in the Holy V Var 
againſt our Enemies viſible and inviſible, 'twas congruous that rhe Prince of our Salva- 
tion ſhould take the Human Nature, and ſubmit to the Inconveniencies of our warfaring 
State, As Kings, when they delign a glorious Congueſt, go forth in Perſon, and wil- 
lingly endure the Hard vips of a Military Condition , to animate their Armies. The 
Apoitle tells us, Heb. 2. 10. That it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are 
all things, in bringing many Sons 70 Glory, to make the Captain of their Salvation perfect 
- which the Godly would be expoſed in the World, ordained it as molt convenient, that 
the Author of their Deliverance, ſhould, by Suffcrings, obtain the Reward, that, by 
his Example, he might {ſtrengthen and deliver thoſe that ſuffer to the exd. Again, the 
Son of God entred into our Family, and is not aſhamed to call us Brethren, Heb.2. 11x. To 
maxe his Scepter amzable to us, He exerciſeth his i ominion with a natural and ſenſible 
touch of Pity, he Pardons our Failings, and puts a value on our ſizcere though meaz 
Services, as an Honour done to him. Briefly, in him there is a Combization of Power and 
Love , The Power of the Deity with the Tendernets #nd Clemency of the Human 
Nature. He is the might) God, and Prince of Peace, Ia. 6.9. He 7 a KRyng juſt and 
powerful againſ? wer Enemies, but mild and gentle to his Pecote, Tec, 9. He1is willing to 
remove frorn us all the Evils we cannot endure , our Sins and Sorrows ; and able to 


convey 


arough *ufteriags. God, the great Deſizzer of all things, fore {ccing the Sufferings to 
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convey to us all the Bleffings:we are capable to enjoy. -In all his Gloty;he remembers 
tht he is our Saviour, ' At 'the Day of Jadgment {{-!'Fit. 2. 13. ) when he. ſhall come 
with a Train of mighty Angels, he will. be: as tender;ofiMan, as when he'Sutterd on 
the Croſs.” And from hence we may diſcover- the - Excellency. of, Gadis \contrivange, in 
whiting the Divine and Human Nature . in our Redeemer, that he: might. have Ab+r1and 
Aﬀettion to qualify him for rhat great and blefled Work. + die th 

Thirdly. The Divine Wiſdom appears in [the -deſie»4tion of the. Perſgn.' For Gogh re- 
ſolving to ſave Man in a way that is:honourable to bis Toſtice it was expedient a, Pery 
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fon in the Bleſſed - Trinity ſhould be pur -into:a :State of SybjeQtion, to endure the Punyh- | 


ment due to Sin; but it was not conventent the Father ſhould';. For, 37 bp 

1. He muſt then have been-ſent intothe:World, which:1s, incongruovs to, the-Relati- 
ons that are between thoſe: glorious' Perſons. For as they 1ubſilt .1n a certain Ocder, fp 
their Operations are according to the manner 'of their Subſiftence. The Father is from 


| kimfelf, and the fr# Motions in all things are aſcrib'd to hjm ;.. the Senn ek ets 
Bf 108 


ther, and all his «ions take their riſe from- him. ' The-Son -,gan- 4 nothing himſelf, bat 
what he ſeeth the - Fath'r do, Joh. 5. 19. 'The effecting.out Redemprige; 1s.referr'd tp. the 
Fathers Will as the Supreme Cauſe : Our Saviour, upon .his entrance into, ;the World. 2p 
undertake that Work, deciares, I come #0:a0 thy Will/Q, God, Heb: 10...3;; Upon this 
account the Apoſtle addreſſes his Thanks to. the. Father j as a Agent.ia our Sals 
vation, Col. x. 12. which 1s not to leſſen the; Glory of, the Son and:Spir 
that in the Accompliſhment of it, their Working follows their Bemg, -;/; 4 | 4454) 
2. It was not fit that the Father ſhould be Iz»c&nafe, for he muſt then have ſuſtayne; 
the part of a Criminal, and appear'd in that Quality before the. Supreme! Judge: Bur. thi 
was not conſonant to the Order among the Perſons, ; For although they: are of Fa 
Majeſty, being one God, yet the Father is the fr#; Perſon, and to .him.it belongs. moſt 
congruouſly to be the Guardian of the Laws and . Rights ' of -Heaven, to. exact Satis- 
faction for Offences, and to receive Interceſſionsfor the Pardon of the Penitent;., ... i... . 
'--3. Neither was it fitthat the Third Perſon ſhould undertake that Work.. For beſides.the 
Sacrifice for Propitiation, it was neceſſary the Divine Power ſhould be exertea, to enlighten 
the Minds, and incline the Wills of Men to receive the 'Reatemer,  rhat; che, Benefits of 
his Death might be applyed to them .(c. .) 'Now the Redeemer-[is. conſider'd as "the 


it, butto ſignify, 


Obj:#, and the Holy Spirit as the Diſpoſer of the Fagulty to, receive it: ', And in the, ( c. ) Vid- 


tural Order of things, the Obje? muſt exiſt before the Operation of the Faculty upan ix; 
There muſt be /ight before the Eye can ſee. So inthe diſpoſition; of the:Cauſes of our Sal- 
vation, the Redeemer muſt be ordain'd, and 'Salvatian ;purchaſed, before the Divin 
Power is put forth to enable the Soul to receive it ;., and accordingly tis the Office © 


.* 


Amyr. de 
Trin: 


the Spirit, who is the Power of God, Luk. 1. 35. and-by: whom the Fatherand the 'Son 


executeall things, to render effe#ual the Redemption procured by the Son. _ X- Ehey' 

Briefly, the M/ion of the Perſons is according to their Principle. The Father ſends 
the Son to require Salvation for 'us, John 3. 17. the Son. ſends:the Spirit to apply it, John 
16.'7. Thus there is no diſturbing of their Sacred Order z- more particularly in appoint- 
ing the Son to aſſume the Human Nature, and to reſtore lapſea Man, the Wiſdom of 
God isevident : For, by that, | | _ 

1. The Properties of the Sacred Perſons are preſery*d entire : the ſame Title is appro- 
priated to both Natures in our Meazator. His State on Earth correſponds with his State 
in Heaven. He 1s the only Son from Eternity, and the fir##, bor» in-time : and the Ho- 
nour due to the Ezerna! and Divine, and to the Temporal but Supernatural Sonſhip, is at- 
tributed to Him. | RE 9 Es ET 

2. To unite the glorious Titles of Creator and Redeemer in the ſame Perſon. - The 
Father made the World by the Son, Heb. 1. 2. By this Title he had an original Propriety 
in Man, which could not be extinguiſh'd : 'Though we had forfeited our Right in him, 
he did not loſe his Right in us. Our Contratt with Satan could not z«llify it. Now 
*twas Conſonant that the Sor, ſhould be employ'd to recover his own, that the Creator in 
the Beginning ſhould be the Redeemer inthe fulnels of time. 

. Who could more fitly reſtore us to Favour, and the Right of Children, than the 
only begortex and only beloved Son, WNO 1s the ſingular and everlaſting Objef of his Father's 
delight > Our relation to God is an imitation and expreſſion of Chriſt's. He is a Son 
by Nature, a Servant by Condeicenſion, we are Servants by Nature, and Sons by Grace 
and Favoar, Eph. 1. 5, Our Adoption into the Line of Heaven is by the purchale of hig 
Blood. The Eternal Son took fleſh, and was made under the Law, that ws might recetve 
the Adoption of Sons, Rom. 8. 29, Who was more fit to repair the Image of God..in 
Man, and beautify his Nature, that was defiled with Sin, than the Son who is the exe 
preſs Image of his Fathers Perſon, Hep. 1. 3- and Brightneſs and Beauty it ſell? Wha 
can better communicate the: zvirve Counſels to ys, than the Erernal Word? | 
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vperiet rat, ASthe Diſobedience. of the Brſt Adawiis meritoriouſly imputed-to all: his Natural Poſter 


ritual Ry by his Obedierſce purchaſed Divine. Grace for- us, (that being the.price with- 
0 


err all his Rite: thit'as they huvechorn the Iniaye ef the Earahly, they may bear the Image of the 
Hedventy Adain'3'4 Cor. 15. 49.00 oi dum) ug : ne, 
5 The Divine Wiſdom-1s viſiBlein the (manner whereby our Redemption is accom» 
| plifh'd;; that-45,' by 'the' Hutfiliatibn: of thetYon:of God.  ''By-'this he did counterwork the 
ce ) Vaun- Sift of Angels and/Mih / ey.* Ppide is the Poiſoniof every Sin, for.in everyone the Creature 
quodque eodem prefers his Pleaſure, and ets Up his Will aboveGod's { but + was: the ſpecial Sin of Adam, 
moo 1je1s;, 'The Devil would have level Heaven by-an-unpardonable Uſurparion ; he aid, 7 will be 
ruirur, like the Moſt High * and Man feed with his'breath,; (you ſbat be like. God ) became fick 
of the ſame Diſeaſe. Now Chriſt that by the quality of.'the Remedy,he might cure our 
Diſeaſe in its [ourte and cauſe, applied to our2Pride an unſpeakable Humility. 
Man was' guilty of the igheit Robbery:ad attecting:to'be equal with God, and the E- 
ternal Son who was in the form of God, and equi to bim in Majelty 'and Authority, Phil..2, | 
6. without Sacrifedge or Uſurpation, he enipted-firmſelfiby. alſuwing the Human Nature 
in its Servile State; * The Word was made Fltjb,John'1. 14. rhe mcanelt part-1s ſpecified, to 
ſignify the greatzieſs of his Abaſement. There ſuch an infinite.diftance bexween God and 
Fleſh, that the Condeſcenſion is as admirable ag the. Contrivance;; So great was the Ma- 
tignity of our Pride, for the cure of which ſucha profound Humility. was requiſite. By this 
 hedeltroyed the-fitft work of the Devil; 1 John'g. 8.  ' 43 
© 6. The Wiſdom'bf God appears in ordaining ſuch contemptible, and in appearance, op- — 
polite means,t6accompliſhſuch glorious Efftetts. The Way is as wonderful as the Work. | 
That Chriſt- by dying or the Croſs, a reputed MalefaQtor, ſhould be made our Eternal | 
Righteouſneſs; that deſcending to the Grave,.He ſhould bring up the loit World to Life | 
and Immortality," {6 incredible to our narrow Underſtandings, that He faves us, and a- 
ſtoniſhes us at' once. And iri nothing 'tis more viſible, That the Thoughts of God are as far | 
above our Thoughts, and his\Wayz' above our Ways, as Heaven is above the Earth ; la. 55.8. NF 
"Tis a Secret in Phyſick to compound the moſt noble Remedies of things deftruttive to Na- : 
ture, and thereby make one Death victorious over another: But that Ecernal Lite ſhould : 
ipring from Death, Glory from Tgnominy, Bleſſedneſs from a Curſe, is ſo repugnant to Hu- 
ran Senſe, that to render the” Belief of it eaſy, it was foretold by many Prophecies, that 
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when it came to paſs, it might be look'd on as the effect of God's Eternal Counſel. The A- 
poſtle tells us, 1 Cor. 1. 23. that Chriſt crucified was to the Jews a ſtumbling-block, and to the ” 
Gentiles fooliſhneſs; - The grand Sophies of the World eſteemed it abſurd and unreaſonable : 
to believe, that He who was expoſed to Sufferings, cou'd fave others: But thoſe who are 
called, diſcover that the Doctrine of Salvation, by the Croſs of Chriſt, which the World | 
counted Folly, ( ver. 24.) is the great Wiſdom of God, and moſt convenient tor his end. A 


double reaſon is given of this Method. 
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I. Becauſe the Heathen World did not find and 9wn God in the way of Nature. For 
after that, in the Wiſdom of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not Goa, it pleaſed God by the 
fooliſhneſs of Preaching, to fave them that believe, 2 Cor. 1. 21. The iframe of the World is 
called the Wiſdom of God; the name of the Cauſe is given to the Effect, in regard the.Dt- 
vine Wiſdom is fo clearly diſcovered there, as if it had taken a viſib!e Form, and preſent- 
ed it ſelf to the view of Men. But thoſe who profeſſed themſelves wile, did not acknowledge 
the Creator : For ſome conceited the World to be Eternal, others that it was the nn 
of Chance, ( Roz. 1. 22. ) and became guilty of the molt abſo' ite Contradiftion to Rea- 
fon. For who can believe that one who is 6/124 from his #4, and by conſequence pre- 
tetly ignorant of all Colours, and of the Art of Paiztizg, ſhould take a bundle of Pencils 
to his and, and dipping them in Colovrs mixt and corrupxl, Paint a great Battel with 
that Perfection in the De/i2n, propriety in the t o/ovrs, diftineidn in the Habits and Conrte. 
BART) 
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nances, as if it were not repreſented but reſent to the Spe&ators? Whgecyer aw a Temple,or. Po 


Palace, or any regular Building, ſpring rom the ſtony Bowels of a Mountain ? Yet ſome fas Chap. G3 
mous' Philoſophers became thus vain in their Ima inations, Rom. 1. 214 fancying, that the —VW- 
World proceeded from the caſual concourſe of Atoms. And the reſt of them negleed. 

to know God fo far as they. mught,; and to honour him fo. far as; they; knew. The 

debaſed rhe "Deiry by unworthy Conceptions of his ;Nature, angi-by ; performiog ſuch 

AtQts of Worſhip, as were not fit for a rational Spirit. to. offer, .nar' for the pure Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven. to receive. ; Beſides ,, they aſcribed this Name, - Attributes , and Ho- 
nour to Creatures : not only the Lights ot Heaven ,. and the . ſecret Powers which they 
ſuppoſed did Jun them ;. not only Kings., and Great Men, who were, by their Au- 
thority , raiſed above others. but the molt deſpicable' things in Nature , Beaſts. and. 
Birds were -the, Objects of their Adoration. T hey. changed the Glory of . the -antorrupti- 
ble God, into an Image 'made like to a corruptible Man, and -to Birds, gnd four-footed Beats, 
and creeping: things, Rom. 1. 23. A Sin fo foul, that it betrayed them to. bratiſh Blind- 
neſs, and to_the moſt infamous Luſts, -atural and. annatural. - Now: ſince the- moſt 
clear and open diſcovery of God's Wiſdom was ineffetual to reclaim the World, He-was 


pleaſed to change his Method. They negle&ted Him-appearing, in his. Majeſty,;and 


he now comes-cloathed. with Infirmitzes: And fince- by. natural-L:ight they would inot 


ſee God the Creator, .He 1s 1mperceptible to the Light of Nature as, Redeemer ::; The 


diſcovery of Him depends on Revelation. The Wiſdom of God in. making the World-is 
evident to every Eye, but the Goſpel is Wiſdom in a Myſtery, x Cor.-2, 7. - The Deity was 
conſpicuous in the Creation, but conceal'd under a vail of, Fleſh when. he. wrought our 'Re- 
demption. He was more eaſily diſcover'd when inviſible, than when viſible: He create 
the World by Power, but reſtor'd it by Safferjmgs. 1 A ns et) ae oh aake 

2. That the Honour of all might ſolely redound to him.. God hathichoſer the fooliſh t hings 
of the World to confound the wiſe ; and the weak Fir the World: to. confound the things that 
are mighty: and baſe things. of the World, and things which are deſpiſed God hath choſen; yea, aud 


things that are not to bring to 10:2ht things that are,that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence,z Cor. 
1.27, 28, 29. Thus Moſes, th: Redeemer of 1/rael, was an. Infant expoſed tothe mercy. of 
the Waters, drawn forth from an Ark of Bull-ruſhes, and not employed whilft he;lived 
in the ſplendour of the Court, but when baniflrd as a-Criminal, and depriy*d of all, Power. 
And our Redeemer took not on him the Nature of Angels, equal to Satan in Power: but 


took part of Fleſh 274 Blood ( f?, the more ſignally to triumph over that proud Spirit in ( f) wwe 


the Human Nature which was inferior to his, and had been vanquiſht by him in Paradiſe, Majefare ne- 
Therefore he did not immediately exerciſe Omnipotent; Power to deſtroy him, but. mas 77: = 
nag'd our Weakneſs we any to foil the roaring:Lion. He did not enter into. the, congrediens, & 


Combat in the Glory of his Deity, but diſguis'd under; the Humane Nature,which was:ſub- 5%  <xtor- | 


quens violento 


jet to Mortality. And thus the Devil is overcome in the ſame manner as he firſt got Jominer, ſed 
the Vittory: For as the whole Race of Man was captivated by him in Adam the Repreſen- /upreens lege 


tative 3 ſo Believers are victorious over him as the Tempter and Tormentor, by the.Cqn- [9 Pu 


| | Fre IP 
queſt that Chriſt their Repreſentative obtain'd in the Wilderneſs, and on the Croſs.” And * 


as Our ruin was effected by the Subtilty of Satan, ſo our recovery is wrought by the Wiſ- 
dom of God ; who takes the wiſe in their own Craftineſs, 1 Cor. 1. The Devil excited Tudas 
by Avarice, the Jews by Malice, and Plate from reaſon of State, to accompliſh the Death 
of Chriſt ; and he then ſeemed to be victorious. Now what was more honourable to 
the Prince of our Salvation, than the turning the Enemies point upon his own Breaft, and 
by ayzng, 10 Overcome him that had the Tower of Death ? Heb. 2.14. This was ſignified 
in the firſt Promiſe of the Goſpel, where the Salvation of Man is inclosd in the Curſe of 
the Serpent, that 1s, the Devil cloathed with that Figure, It ſhall braiſe thy Head, and thou 
ſbalt bruiſe his Heel, Gen. 3. 15. 'T hat 1s, the Son of God ſhould, by ſuffering in our Fleſh, 
overcome the Enemy of Mankind, and reſcue innumerable Caprives from his Tyranny : 
Here the Events are moſt contrary to the probability of their Cauſe. And what is more 
worthy of God, than to obtain his ends in ſuch a manner, as the Glory of all may be i 


ſolidum aſcribed to Him ? 


| 7. The Divine V Viſdom appears, in laying the deſign of the Goſpel in ſuch a manner, 
as to proyide for the Comfort, and promote the Holineſs of Man. This is God's Signe- 
ture upon all Heavenly Doctrines, which diſtinguiſhes them from Carnal Inventions 3 
they have a direct Tendency to promote his Glory, and the real Benefitfof the Rational 
Creature : Thus the way of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, is moſt fit as to reconcile Gcd to 
Man by ſecuring his Honour, fo to reconcile Man to God by encouraging his Hope. 
Till this be effected, he can never be happy 1n Communion with God : tor- that is no- 
thing elſe but the reciprocal Exerciſe of Love between God and the Soul Now nothin 
can repreſent God as amable to a guilty Creature but his inclination to Pardon, Whill 


there are apprehenſions of incxorable Severity, there will be hard Thoughts burning in 


: the 


[ 
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RAS the Breaſt againſt God : Till the Soul is releafed from Terrors it can never truly love him. 
Chap. 5- To goth our Hatred, he muſt conquer our Fears, and this he hath done by giving us 
—"Y- the moſt undoubted and convincing Evidence of his AﬀeCtions, 


x: By contraRing the moſt intimate Alliance with Mankind. In this God is not only | 
lovely, but Love, 1-Joh. 4- 8, 9. and his Love is not only viſible to our Underſtandings, but 
to our Senſes : The Divine Nature in Chriſt 1s joyned to the Humane, in an Union that is 
not typical or temporary, but real and permanent. The Word was made Fleſh, John 1. 

And in him dwells the fulneſs of the Goahead bodily, Col. r. Now as Love is an Aﬀettion of , 
Union, {o the ſtrifteſt Union is an Evidence of the greateſt Love. The Son of Gcd took ; 
the ſeed of Abraham, ( Heb. 2.') the original Element of our Nature, that our Iztere# in 

Him might be more clear and certain. He ſtoop'd from the height of his Glory to our 

low Embraces, that we might with more Confidence lay hold on his Mercy. 

2. By providing compleat SatisfaQtion to offended Juſtice. The guilty convinced Crea- 
ture is reſtleſs, and inquiſitive after a way to eſcape the Wrath to come. For being under 
the apprehenſion that God 1s an incenſed Judge, 'tis very ſenſible of the greatneſs and 
nearneſs of the Danger, there being nothing between it and Eternal Torments, but a thin 
vail of Fleſh. Now an abundant Satisfaction is made , that moſt effeQually expiates 
and aboliſhes the guilt of Sin : That is a temporar; Act, bur of infinite Evil, being com= 
mitted againſt an infinite Obje& ; the Death of Chriſt was a Temporary Paſſion, but of in- 
finite. value, in reſpett of the Subje& 3 the Honour of the Law 1s fully repaired, fo that 
God's juſtly merciful, and diſpenſes Pardon to the Glory of his Righteouſneſs. He hath ſet 
ferth his Son to be a Propitiation | throagh Faith in his Bliod, to atclare his Righteouſneſs, 
that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him who believes in Jeſus, Rom. 3.25. And what 

ſtronger Security can be given, that God is my to pardon Man, upon his accepting the 
terms of the Goſpel, than the giving his Son to be our Atonement ? If the Stream {well 
{ſo high as to overflow the Banks, Will it ſtop in a deſcenGing Valley ? Hath He, with 
ſo dear an Expence, ſatisfied his Juſtice, and will he deny his Mercy to relenting and 
returning Sinners ? This Argument is powerful enough to overcome the moſt obſti- 
nate Infdeliry, HT 
- 3. By the unſpeakable Gift of his Son, he afſyres our Hopes of Heaven, which is a Re- 
ward ſo great and glorious, that our guilty Hearts are apt to ſuſpect we ſhall never en- 
joy it. We are ſecure of his Faithfulneſs, having his infallible Promiſe ; and of his Good- 
neſs, having ſuch a Pleage in our Hands.. As the Apoſtle argues, Rom. 8. 22. If he hath 
given” ws his Son, will he not with him give us all things? Will he give us the Tree of Life, 
and not permit us to eat of its Fruit ? Is it conceivable, that having laid the Foundati- 
on of our Happineſs in the Death of his Son, an AQ, to which his tender AﬀeCtion ſeem'd \ 
fo repugnant, that He will not perform the reſt, which He can do by the meer ſignification 
of -his Will? *Tis an excellent encouragement St. A#/ti» propounds from hence ; Securus 
eſto accepturum te vitam ipſius, qui pignus habes mortis ipſias, &c. Be aſſured thou ſhalt par- 
take of -his Life, who haſt the Pledge of it in his Death. He hath performed more than He . 
promiſed. *Tis more incredible, that the Eternal ſhould die, than that a Mortal Creature _ 
ſhould hive for ever. | 
\ Inſhort; Since no mortal Eye can diſcover the Heavenly Glory, to convince us of the 
reality of the inviſible State, and to ſupport our departing Souls in their paſſage through 
the dark and terrible Valley, our Saviour roſe from the Grave, aſcended in our Nature to I 
Heaven, and is the model of our Happineſs : He is at the Right-hand of God to diſpenſe 
* Life and Immortality to all that believe on Him. And what can be more comfortable to us, : 
than the aſſurance of that Bleſſedneſs, which, as it eclipſes all the Glory of the World, fo ir , ; 
makes Death it ſelf delirable in order to the enjoyment of it. | 
2. AS the Comfort, ſo the Holineſs of Man is moſt promoted in this way of our Re- | 
demption. Suppoſe we had been recovered npon eaſier terms, the Evil of Sin would 
have been leſſewd in our eſteem - (Weare apt tojudge of the danger ofa Diſeaſe 
fr om the difficulty of its Cure : ) Hunger is reputed a ſmall trouble, ( although if it be 
not ſatisfied 'rwill prove deadly) becauſe a ſmall price will procure what may remove 
it; ) And the mercy that faves us, had not appeared fo great. He that falls intoa Pie, 
and1s drawn forth by an eaſy pull of the Hand, doth not think himſelf greatly oblig'd 
to the Perſon that help'd lim, though if he had remain'd there he mult have reriff?d 
But when the Son of God had {uflerd for us, more then ever one Friend ſuffer'd for 
another, or a Father for a Son, or than the Strength and Patience of an Angel can en- 
dure; Who would not be ſtruck with Horror at the thoughts of that Poiſon which re- 
quir'd ſuch a dreadful Cure? And the benefit we reccive 1n fo coltly a way, 1s juſtly 
magnified by us. Now what 15 more apt to inflame our Love to God, than the admi- 
rable expreſhon of his Love to us, in that with the moſt precious Blood he Ranſon'd 


us 


| 
q 
| 


; 
b 
_ 
þ 
% 
Z 
4 
: 
$ 
$/ 
v3 
* 
x 


* WW ++ 


us is hats A dd tt 
vs SERA 4 


mn Contriving Man's Redemption. = "IT27 


———_ 


us from Hell? How doth it endear Obedience, that God hath facrificed his Son, to keep SAD? 
us from acts of Hoſtility ? So that the Grace of the Goſpel is {& far from indulging Sin, Chap. 6. 
that it gives the molt deadly Wound to it. Eſpecially when the Temour of the New —TY 
Covenant is, That the condemned Creature, in order to receive Pardon, and the Benefits 
that are purchaſed , mult receive the Benefattor, with the moſt intire conſent, for his 
Prince and Saviour. - The Law of Faith requires us to ſubmit to his Scepter, as well as 
to depend upon his Sacrifice. The Goſpel 1s a conditional A# of Oblivion, that none 
may venture to ſin upon confidence of Pardon, ", | 

| And ſince the occaſion of the Fall was from a conceit, that Man could better his Eſtate 
q by complying with the 'Tempter, and obtain a more deſirable Happineſs in the Crea- ? 
; ture, than in the Favour of God : His Recovery is by revealing to him wherein true Bleſ- 
| ſedneſs confifts ; and giving him an aſſurance that he may obtain it. For Man will ne- 

ver ſubject himſelf to God as his Higheſt Lord, till he looks on him as his laſt End, and 

Soveraign Good. Now the Goſpel offers to us the molt effettual means, to convince 

Man of the folly of his choice, in making the Creature his Happineſs. For, the Son of 

God, who was Heir of all things, during his continuance in the World, was in the 

perpetual exerciſe of Sell-denial. He lived a deſpiſed Life, and died an ignominious 

Death, to diſcover to us, that as the Miſeries of this Life can't make us truly miſerable, 

ſo the Proſperities of it can't make us truly happy. Beſides, How is it pofſible that rhe 

wretched enjoyment of this World, ſhould be the Bleſſedneſs for which He ſpent his 

Sweat, his Tears, his Blood 2 The rich price he laid down doth moſt powerfully con- 
\ vince us, That our Felicity 1s infinitely more valuable than all Farthly things, and 

can be no leſs than the fruition of God himſelf. PFhus the Divine Wiſdom hath fo 

ordered the way of our Salvation, that as Mercy and Juftice in God, ſo Holineſs and 

Comforc may be pertectly united in the reaſonable Creature. 
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CHAP vI 


Practical Inferences. A ſuperlative degree' of Praiſe and 
Thankfulneſs due to God for the revelation of the Gofpel. 

"Tis uot diſcovered by the Creation. *T'is above the reach 

of Natural Reaſon. The Heathen World s intirely 1e- 
=  norant of it. 1's pure Grace that diStinguiſhes ove Na- 
L tion from auotker , in ſending the Goſpel. Evangelical 
Knowledge deſerves our moſt ſerious ſtudy. The Goſpel 
exceeds all contemplative aud practick Sciences. Con- 
templative 77 the greatneſs of its Obje&t , and the cer- 
ztainty of its Principle. Practick 7 the excellency of its 
, End , and the efficacy of the Means. 
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HAT a Saperlative degree of Praiſe and Thankfulneſs is due 
to God, for revealing his eternal and compaſſionate Counſel in 
order to our Salvation ? The Fall of Man was fo wounding 
and deadly, that only an Izfinite Underſtanding could find out | 
the means for his Recovery. And if that Mercy which mo-. 
ved the Lord to ordain the Remedy, had not diſcover'd it , 
a thick Cloud of Deſpair had cover'd Mankind, being for ever unable to conceive the 
way of our Redemption. *Tis a Myſtery which: Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard , nor 
| hath entred into the Heart of Man to conceive, 1.Cor. 2. All Humane Knowledge is ac- 
quir'd by two forts of Faculties ; the external and internal, Of the fir/t,'S1ght and Hear- 
Ing arg the molt ſpiritual, and convey the knowledge of the moit worthy Objets. They 
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RAS are the Senſes of Diſcipline, the other three are immerſt in matter, and are incapable to 
Chap. 6. qake ſuch clear diſcoveries. Beſides thoſe impreſſions that are made on -the ſenſes, we 


-— >" > 


may form ſome Ideas in the Imagination ; upon which the mind refictting may argue 
wor diſcourſe: Thus far the light and vigor of the unerſtanding can only go. So that 
the Apoſtle declares, that the whole plot of the Goſpel was without the compaſs of our 
moſt ſearching faculties. This will be evident by conſidering, h 

1. There was no diſcovery of it in the Creation : The Voice of the Heavens inſtrudts 
us concerning the Being of God, but not in the ſecrets of his Will. The Oeconomy of 
Man's Redemption is the merciful defign of God, which hath no connexion with the 
exiſtence of the Creatures, but depends only upon his good pleaſure. * Is as impoſſible to 
read the Divine Decrees in the Volume of the World, as for the eye to diſcover a Sound, 
which hath neither Figure, Colour, nor viſible Motion. Beſides, the Glorious Nature of 
God in Three Perſons, which is the Foundation of this Myſterious Mercy, is not made 
known by the viſible trame of the Univerſe. ?Tis true, in all external Works the Three 
Perſons are equally concern'd : Being of one Eſſence, they are of one Efficacy ; and the 
Effential perfe&ions of the Deity as they concur, fo they are evident in the produQtion 
of all things. The firſt motive is Goodneſs, Ro. 1. 20. . that which orders and direas 
is Wiſdom, that which executes is Power. And the ſeveral ranks of Creatures, accor- 
ding to their ſtate, refle& an honor on their Author. Things endued with Life, declare 
him to be the Fountain of Life, and intellectual Creatures repreſent him to be the Father 
of Lights. But the perſonal Being, as perſonal, operating nothing out of the Divine Na- 
ture, there is no reſemblance in the World that expreſſes the Diſtinction, Propriety, and 
Singularity of the Perſons, ſo as to diſcover them to the human Underſtanding. Thoſe 
deeper Myſteries of the Deity are only made known by the Word ot God. 

2. *Tis above the ſtrain and reach of natural Reaſon to attain to the knowledge of at 
There are ſeminal ſparks of the Law iz the Heart of Man , Rom. 2. 15. fome common 
Principles of Piety, Juſtice and Charity, without which the World would ſoon disband 
and fall into nl 1 - but there is not the leaſt preſumptian or conjecture of the con- 


 trivance of the Goſpel. Though Miſery ſharpens the Mind, and makes it more ingeni-- 


(g) Fact- 
lis inter H0- 
rologia quau 


mnter Philoſo- 


ous to find out ways of Deliverance, yet here Reaſon was utterly at a lols. How could 
it ever enter imo the thoughts of the 1(rael/zres, that by erecting a Brazen Serpent on a 
Pole, and looking towards it, the wounds made by the Fiery Serpents ſhould be healed? 


And how could guilty Man find out a way to ſatisfy Infinite Juſtice by the Sufferings of 


a Mediator, and to heal the wounded ſpirit by Believing on him ? "The moſt inquirin 

Reaſon could never have thought of the Wonders of the Incarnation, that a Virgen ſhoul 

conceive, and a God be born ; nor of the Death of the Prince of Lite, and the Reſur- 
rection, and Aſcenſion of the Lord of Glory. We may ſee how impoſſible it is for the 
natural underſtanding to diſcover the myſtery of Redemption, when thoſe that had the 
higheſt reputation for Wiſdom were ignorant of the Creation. 'The Philoſophers were 
divided in nothing more , than in their account of the World's Original. ( g } Some 
imagin'd it to proceed from Water, others from Fire; ſome from Order, others from 
Confuſion ; ſome to be from Eternity, others in Time. If the Soul's eye be ſo weaken- 


phos convenict, ed ag not to ſee that Eternal Power, which is ſo apparent in its effects, much leſs could 


Senec, 


it pierce into the Will, and free Determinations of God, of which thete is not the leaſt in- 
' timation or ſhadow in the things that are made. This Wiſdom comes from above, and 
was hidden from Ages and Generations, Rom. 16. 5. *Tis called the Myſtery of Chriſt, Ephel. 
3- 4 He 1s the ObjeQ, and Revealer of it : The My#tery of Faith, 1 Tim. 3. 9 the dil- 
covery of which was by pure Revelation: The My/tery of his Will, Ephel. 1. 9. an 1nvio- 
lable Secret, till he was pleaſed to make it known. Were the Human Underſjanding 
as clear as *tis corrupt, yet it cannot, by the ſtrength of diſcourſe, arrive to. the know- 
ledge of it. Supernatural Revelation was neceſſary to diſcover it to the Angels. The 
Thoughts of .-Men are a lecret, into which the Creator alone had right to enter, 2 Chroz, 
6. 3o. it being his Prerogative to ſearch the Heart; the Angels conjecture only, from 
the diſpoſitions of Men, from outward circumſtances, trom the Images in the Fancy , 
and from material impreſſions on the Blood and Spirits, what are the though:s of the 
Heart: And much leſs can they diſcover the Counſel of God himteli. The A poltle tells 
us, Ephel. 3. 10. To Principalities and Powers in Heavenly places, by the Church, the manifold 
Wiſdom of God is made known. By the firlt coming of Chrilt, and the converſion of the 
World, the depths of the Divine Wiſdom were open'd, and there remains much undiſ{- 
cover'd, which his ſecond Coming {hall glorioully make known. Betore the hrſt they 
underſtcod not the toundation ; till the ſecond, nor the perfection of ur Recovery, 
Briefly, the Spiris that ſearches the Myiterious Coun'els of God, 1 Cor.2. 10 is the alone 
Intelligencer of Heaven, that revcals them to the World. And the more to jncite us 
With 
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with ſincere and humble Thanktulneſs to acknowledge this invaluable Mercy, it will be SS 
uſeful t5 reflect on the ſtate of the Heathen World, who are intirely ignorant of this My- Chap. 7. 
{tery. ; | fog eb Ea 
The Apoltle deſcribes the caſe of the Gertzles in ſuch terms as argue it to be extreamly 
dangerous, it not deſperate , Ephel. 2. 12, Their underſtandings were darkned, being aliena- 

ted from the life of God, through the ignorance that is in them. They were without Chriſt, alt- 

ens from the Commonwealth of Iſrael, ſtrangers from the Covenant of the Promiſe, without 

hope. They had no ſenſe of their Miſery, no expeCtation, nor defire of Mercy, Not only 

the barbarous and ſavage, but the poliſht and civiliz?d Nations are called 4: , being 

without the knowledge of the true God, and of a Saviour. Phyloſophy never made one 
Believer. And as the want of a Soveraign Remedy. expoſes a Man that hath a »zortal Di- 

ſeaſe to certain ruin ; ſo the ſwgle Ignorance of the Goſpel leaves Men in a ſtate of Per- 

dition. 'tis true, where the Faculties are not capable, or the Object is not revealed, God 

doth not impute the want of Knowledge as a crime. Burt Salvation 1s obtain'd only by 

the Covenant of Grace, which is founded in the SatistaCtion of the Redeemer. And tis 

by the knowledge of him that he juitifies many, Iſa. 53,11. God would have all Men ſaved 

by coming to the knowleage of the Trath, 1 Tm. 2. 4. that is the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 

{o called in reſpe&t of its excellency, being the moſt profitable that ever was reveaPd. 

ihe Infants of Believers are ſav'd by ſpecial Privilege, for the Merits of Chriſt, without 

any apprehenſion of him. But others, who are come to the uſe of Reaſon, are made par- 

takers of Bleſſedneſs by the Knowledge of God in Chrift. Thes is Life Eternal, to know 

Thee to be the only true Goa, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent, John 17. 3- The Sur 

quickens ſome Creatures by its vital Influences, which are buried 1n the caves of the 


 Farth, and never ſee the Light, But the Sz of Righteouſneſs illuminates all whom he 
faves. What degree of Knowledge is neceifary of the Dignity of his Perſon, and the 


Efficacy of his Mediation, I cannot determine; But that the Heathens, who are abſo- 
lutely ftrangers to the only means of our recovery, and do not believe on God reconciled 
in the Son of his Love, ſhould partake of ſaving Mercy ; I do not fee any thing in the 
Gofpel ( which 1s the Revelation of God's Will concerning our Salvation ) upon which 
to build a rational Hope. Indeed, if any Heathen were ſeriouſly penitent , God is {a 
merciful, that He would rather diſpatch an Angel! from Heaven,, ſaying, Deliver him 
from going down into the pit, I have found a ranſome 3, or by ſome extraordinary way in- 
ſtrut him in the neceſlary knowledge of our Saviour, than ſuffer him to periſh. But 
Repentance as well as Forgiveneſs is purchaſed and diſpenſed alone by our Saviour, As 
5.31. And that any received this benefit, who are intirely ignorant of the BenefaQtor 
we cannot tell, Now this ſhould raiſe our elteem of the diſcriminating favour of God 
to us. 
What a flood of Errors and Miſeries cover'd the Earth, when the Grace of God that 
brings Salvation firſt appear'd? The Deluge was univerſal, and ſo was the DeſtruQtion. 
Thoſe that were moſt renowned for Witdom, the Philoſophers of Greece, and the Ora- 
tors of Rowe, were {wallowed up, only the Church of Chriſt is triumphant over the 
mercileſs Waters. When Noah, trom the top of the Mountain, ſaw the ſad remains of 
that dreadful Inundation , What a lively ſenſe of Joy poſleſt his Breaſt? As Miſery is | 
heightened, fo Happineſs 1s fet oft by compariſon : (4) Not that there is any regular (h) #/ mis 
content to ſee the deſtruction of others ; but the ſenſe of our own preſervation from a [4g 
common ruin, raiſes our joy to its higheſt elevation. The fir/# work of Noah, after his 
deliverance , was to build an Altar, on which to offer the Sacrifices of Thankſgiving to _ 
his Preſerver. (#) We ſhould imitate his Example: L | cus Eid Frag 
quenqua eſt ſincere volupsas z Sed quibus tpſe malis' careas, quia cernere ſuaze eſt, Lucret, 


How many Nations, unknown to our World, remain in the Darkneſs and Shadow of 
Death, now the Day-ſpring from on high hath wiſited ws ? This ſpecial Favour calls for 
ſpecial Thankfulneſs. Were there any qualities in us to incline God to preter us before 
others, it would leſſen our eſteem of the Benefit, But this diſtinguiſhing Mercy 1s one 
of thoſe free Atts of God, for which there is no reaſon in the Objects on which they 
are exerciſed. St. Auſtin calls it, Profundum Crucis, (k ) As the loweſt part of the C+) Gore 
Croſs is under ground unſeen , but the upper part is expoſed to ſight ; So the effects os HOO 
of the Divine Predeſtination, the fruits of the Croſs, are viſible, but the Reaſons are not darum ? Non 
within our view. When God divided the World, and choſe 1/rael tor is Heritage to receive <oÞgaad 
the Promiſe of the M-fj4h, and left the reſt in thick and diſconſolate darkneſs, there Was 00 jundum Cricw. 


"arent cauſe IS 1 ity ; for they all ſprang tr ie ſame corrupt root, and Admiratione 
apparent cauſe of this inequality ; tor they all ſprang trom the ſame corrup ; ow 


Jum , dijputatione demonſtrare non poſjum, quam magnifica ſynt otera tua Domine! Avg. de Verb, Apoſtol. Jerm. 7, 
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Chap. 7. 


equally defer d a final rejection. There was no fingular good in them, nor tranſcendent 
evils jn others. "The unaccountable Pleaſure of Goa was the ſole motive of the different 
Diſpenſation. Our Saviour breaks forth in an extaſy of Joy, I thank thee, O Father, Lord « 

Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and revealed then 
unio babes ; even ſo, Father, for ſo it Jeemed good in thy ſight, *Tis the Prerogative of God 
to reveal the ſecrets of the Kingdom to whom he pleaſes, Mar. 13. 11. *iis an ad of 
pure Grace , putting a difference between one Nation and another, with the ſame liber- 
ty 5 as 1n the Creation of the ſame indigeſted matter He torm d the Earth, the dregs of 
the Univerſe, and the Sun and Stwrs the Ornaments of the Heavens, and the glory of the 
viſible World. | How can we retlect on our Spiritual Obligations to Divine Grace without 
a rapture of Soul 2 The corruption of Nature was univerſal, our Ignorance as perverſe , 
and our Manners as prophane as of other Nations, and we had been condemnd to an 
eternal Nighr, it the Light of Life had not gracioully ſhin'd upon us. This ſhould warm 


our hearts in affetionate acknowledgments to God, H/ho hath made known to us the riches 


of the glory of this Myſtery, amone ſt the Gentiles, Col. 1. 26. 27. and with that Revelation 
the concomitant Power of the Spirit, to tranſlate us from the kingaom of darkneſs into the 
Kzngaom of his arar Sou, It the Publication of the Law by the Miniſtery of Angels to 
the Iſrazites were Iuch a Privilege, that tis reckon'd their peculiar Treaſure : He hath 
ſhemed his Statutes unto Irael ; He hath not dealt ſo with any Nation, Pſal. 147. 19, 20. 
What is the Revelation of the Goſpel by the Son of God Himſelf? For although the 
Law 1s obſcured and deiaced ſince the Fall, yet there are tome ingrafted Notions of it in 
the humane Nature, but there is not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the Golpel. The Law diſco- 
vers our Miſery, but the Goſpel alone {hews the way to be delivered from it. If an Ad- 
vantage ſo great and ſo precious doth not touch our hearts 3 and in poſſeſſing it with joy, 
if we are not ſenſible of the ingagement the Father of Mercies hath laid upon us, we ſhall 
be the ungratefulleſt wretches in the World. 

2. This incomprehenſible Myſtery 1s worthy of our moſt ſerious thoughts and ſtudy, 
that we may arrive to a fuller knowledge of it. And to incite us, it will be fit to conſider 
thoſe excellencies, which will render it moſt deſirable, Knowledge is a quality ſo eminent, 
that it truly ennobles one Spirit above another. As Reaſon is the fingular Ornament of 


the human Nature, whereby it excels the Brutes ; ſo in proportion Knowledge, which is 


the Perfe&ion of the Underltanding, raiſes thoſe who are Poſſeſſors of it, above others that 
want it. The Teſtimony of Solomon confirms this, Eccleſ. 2. 13. Then 1 [aw that Wiſdom 
excels Folly as far as Light excelleth Darkmeſs. And according to the Nature and quality of 
Knowledge, ſuch is the advantage it brings to us. Now the Dottrine of the Goſpel exeels 
the moſt noble Sciences, as well contemplative as praQick : It excels the contemplative in 
the ſublimity of the ObjeQ, and in the certainty of its Principle. 

x. In the ſublimity and greatneſs of the Object : and it is no leſs than the higheſt deſign 
of rhe Eternal Wiſdom, the moſt glorious Work of the great God. In the Creation his 
tootſteps appear, in our Redemption his Image : In the Law his Juſtice and Holineſs, 
but in the Goſpel all his Perfetions ſhine forth in their brighteſt luſtre. "The bare Theory 
of this inriches the Mind, and the contemplation of 1t atteds the Soul, that is converſant 
abour it, with the higheſt admiration, and mot fincere and laſting delight. 

= 1, It affects the Soul with the higheſt admiration. The ſtrongeſt Spirits cannot com- 
= Le prehend its juſt greatneſs; The Underſtanding ſinks under the weight of Glory. (4) The 
taber m ſe, bu- Apoſtle who had ſeen the light of Heaven, and had ſuch knowledge as never any Man be- 
jus prareriz tore; yet upon conſidering one part of the Divine Wiſdom, breaks forth in aſtoniſhment, 
mn 5 FP. Oh the depth of the riches of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God ! How aunſearchable are his De- 
cuncta habeat crees, and his ways paſt finains out ! *Vis fit when we have ſpent the ſtrength of our minds 
eg in the conſideration of thus excelling Object, and are at the end of our ſubrilty, to ſupply the 
nan magnif- defects of our underſtandings with Admiratioa. As the Pſalmiſt expreſſes himſelf, Lord, 
cantia jua deti- hg;y wonderful are thy thoughts to #s-ward! The Angels adore this glorious Myſtery with an 
ls WE. © humble Reverence, 1 Per. 1. 12. The admiration that is cauſed by it, is a principal delight 
coli, Senec. of the Mind : *Tis true, the wonder that proceeds from Ignorance ( when the cauſe of 
ſome viſible effe& is not known ) 1s the imperfection and torment of the Spirit ; but that 

which ariſeth from the knowledge of thoſe things which are moit above our conception and 

our hope, is the highelt advancement of our Minds, and brings the greateſt fatistation to 

the Soul. Now the conrrivance of our Redemption, was infinitely above the flight of 

Reaſon, and our expectation. MW hea the Lord turned the Captivity of Sion, they were as in a 

dream , Pal 126.1. The way of accompliſhing it was fo incredible, that it ſeem'd 

rather the Piture of Fancy, than a real Deliverance. And there is tar greater reaſon that 

the reſcuing of us from the Powers ot riell, and the reltoring us to Liberty and Glory by 

Chriſt, ſhould raiſe our wonder. 'The Golpel 1s called a marvelous Light, 1 Per, 2. 9. up- 
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on the account of the Objetts it diſcovers. But ſuch a perverſe judgment is in men, thar DSA 
they neglett thoſe things which deſerve the higheſt admiration, and'ſpend their wonder on hap. .6. 
meaner things. Art is mor@aUmir'd than Nature: A counterfeit eye of Cryftal, which 
hath neither ſight nor motion, than the living Eye, the Sun of the little World? that dire&ts 
the whole Man. | And the effeQts of Nature are more xdmir'd, than: the ſublime and ſyper= 
natural works of Grace. Yet theſe infinitely exceed the other. The World'is the wofle 
ot God's hand, but the Goſpel is his Plot, 'and the chiefeſtofall his ways. © What a'cotnbi- 
vation of Wonders is there in the great Myſtery of Godlineſs./ That he who fills Hetſlvety 
and Earth, ſhould be confin'd to the Virgin's Womb"; that Life ſhould die, and being'dexd 
revive | that Mercy ſhould trumph without any diſparagement to © Juſtice! Theſe are 
Miracles that tranſcend all that 1s done in Nature. And this appears by the Judgment of 
God himſelf, who. beſt knows' the excellency. of his own works. | For whereas upon'the 
finiſhing the firſt Creation, he ordain'd the Seventh Day, that reaſonable Cieatures might 
more ſolemnly aſcribe to him the Glory of his Attributes, which are-viſible'in"the things 
that are made; he hath upon the compleating our Redemption, 'by the'raiſing of Chriſt 
from the Dead, made the Firſt Day ſacred for his Service and Praiſe, there beihg the'tleareſt 
Iluftration of his PerfeRtions in that bleſſed Work. - God- is more /plexſed-in'the*contem-< 
plation of the New World, than of the Old.” .'The latter by its extraordinary Magnificence | 
hath leſſen'd the dignity of the former, as the greater Light obſcutes the (5; Therefore the 
Sabbath is changed into the Lord's-Day. And -what'a juſt reproach'is it to Man that he 
ſhould be inobſervant and unafteted with: this glorious Mercy, whetem he may always 
find new cauſe of Admiration ? | O Lord, how great are thy' Works! aud*yhy Thoazhts how 
deep A braitiſh Man knoweth not, neither doth a Fool anderſtand this * Pſal.'q2.'5;'6. The 
admiring of any other thing 1a compariſon of this Myſtery, is the effett of Inconſideration, 
or Infidelity. ET 203 05 1 22.3440 11035 0d «oof ali 
2. It = TOR the moſt ſincere and laſting Pleaſure. As the Taſte is to Meat; to allire 
us to iced for the {upport-of our-Bodies 3 that 1s delight to Knowledge, to excite: the Mind! 
to ſeek after it. But its vaſt Capacity can never be fatisfied with the knowledge of inferior 


4 


things. The Pleaſure 1s more in the acquiſition; than in the pofſeſfion of it. '' For the Mind 
15 diverted in the ſearch, but having attained'tothat Knowledge which cannor fill the ra- 
tional Appetite, 'tis diſguſted with the Fruits of its Trayel, and ſeeks ſome other Obje&t to 
relieve its Languor. From hence it is, that Variety is the ſpring of Delight, and Plea- 
fure is the produtt of Novelty. We find the pleaſure of the firſt taſte in learning ſome-' 
thing new, is always moſt ſenſible. The moſt elegant Compoſitions, and excellent Dif- 
courſes, which raviſh'd at the fir{t reading, p_ repeated often, are nauſeous'and irkſome. 
The exerciſe of the Mind on an Object fully known, is unprofitable, and therefore tedious; 
Whereas by turning the Thoughts on ſomething elſe, it may acquire new knowledg. But 
the Apoſtle tells that the Myſtery of our Redemption contains all the Treaſures of Wiſe 
dom and Knowledg, Col. 2. to ſignify their excellence , and abundance : The' anſearchable 
Riches of Grace are laid up in it. 1 here 1s infinite variety, and perpetual matter for the 
inquiry of the moſt excellent Underſtanding : No created Reaſon is able to reach its 
height, or ſound its depths : By the continual ſtudy,and increaſe in the knowledge of it the 
Mind enjoys a perſevering Pleaſure, that far exceeds the ſhort vehemence of ſenſual Delights. 

3. It excels other Sciences 1n the certainty of its Principle, which is Divine Revelation. 
Human Sciences are built upon uncertain Maximes, which being admitted with' Precipita- / 
tion, and nor contirni'd by ſufficient Experiments, the Mind 1s ſatisfied with' appearan- 
ces, inſtead of real certainty. And from hence *tis, that upon ſevere inquiry into mat- 
ters of Fat, thoſe Dottrines which. were received in one Age, are diſcover'd to be 
talſe in another. Modcrn Philoſophy diſcards the Ancient. But the Do&rine of Sal- 
vation is the Word of Truth, that came from Heayen, and bears the CharaRers and 
Marks of its Divine Deſcent. *T'is confirmed by the Demoz#rarion of the Spirit, and of 
Power, 1 Cor. 2. 4. *Tisalways the ſame, unchangeable as God the Author, and Chriſt 
the Objett of it, who is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, Heb.-1 }. And the know- 
ledg which the ſincere and enlightened Mind hath of it, is not uncertain Opinion, but a 
Clear, ſolid and firm Apprehenlion. ? lis a Contemplation of the Glory of God with open face, 
2 Cor. 3. 18. This appears by the Effefts it produces in thoſe that have received the 
fue tinfture of it in their Souls, they deſpiſe all things which Carnal Men admire, in 
compariſon of this jne{timable Trealure. | 

2. The Doctrine of the Goſpel exceeds all pratick Sciences in the cxcellency of its end, 
and the efficacy of the means to obtaid it 

The end of 3x is, the ſupreme Happineſs of Man : The reſtoring hjm to the Innocence 
and Excelleggy of Þis firit ſtate. And the means are appointed by finite Wiſdom, 
ſp that the mol} inſuperable Ov#acles arg removed : And thels are the Juſtice of God thar 
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AAAT condemns the guilty, and that ſtrong and obſtinate Averſion which is in corrupted Man 


Chap. 6. 


from true Felicity. Here 45 a Mediators reveaPd , who is able to ſave to the uttermoſt , 
Heb. 7. 25- who hath quench'd the Wrath of God by the: Blood of his Divine Sacrifice - 
Who hath expiated Sin by the value of his Death, and purifies the Soul by the vir- 
tue of his Life, that it, may conſent- to its own Salvation. No leſs than a Divine Power 
could perjorm this Work. From hence the ſuperlative Excellency of Evangetical Know- 
ledge doth arite : All gther Knowledg is unprofitable without it, and that alone can make 
us, perfectly bleſſed ; Thi is Life eternal, to know thee, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent, 
Joh 17. 3. I will briefly conſider how ineffectual all other knowledg is, whether Natu- 


. 14, Political, or Maral, $0 recover usfrom our Miſery. 


+, The-moſt exa&t might into Natera! things leaves the Mind blind and- poor, ignorant of 
Huppineſs, and the way tQ.it. - Solomon, who had an extraordinary meaſure of Natura? 
Knowledge, and was able to-ſet a juſt price upon it, tells us, that the incr4aſe of Knowleage 
was attended with proportionable degrees of Sorrow, Fcclel. 1. For the more a Man knows, 
the more he diſcerns the inſufficiency of that knowledge/to ſupply his DefeAs, and ſatisfy 
his Deſires, He was therefore weary of his Wiſdom, as well as of his Folly. 'The De- 
vils know more; than the protoundeſt Philoſophers ; yet their Knowledge doth not alle- 


viate their Torments- "Tis not only inſufficient to prevent Miſery, but will more expoſe 


_ to it by enlarging! the Faculties, and making them more capable of Torment. 'Tis the 
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Obſervation of Sx; Ambroſe., That when God diſcovered the Creation of the World to Mo- 
ſes, He did not inform him of the greatneſs of the Heavens, the number of the Stars, their 
Aſpets and Inflaences 3 whether they derive their Light from the Swz, or have it inherent 
in their own Bodies ; from whence Eclipſes are cauſed 3 how the Raznbow is Painted ; how 
the Winds fly in the Air, or the cauſes of the ebbing and flowivg of the Sea : but fo much as 
might be a foundation of Faith and Obedience, and left the reſt, Quaſi marceſcentis ſapien= 
ti6 vanitates, as the Vanivies of periſhing Wiſdom, (.Ambrof. p. 6. Hexam. c, 2,) The moſt 
knowing Philoſopher, tho? encompaſt with theſe ſparks, yet it ignorant of the Redeemer, 
ſhall lie down in ſorrow for ever. 4 

- And as Natural, ſo Politica{ Knowledge, in order to the governing of Kingdoms and 
States, hath no Power to confer Happineſs upon Man, It concerns not his main Intereſt, 
*is terminated within the compaſs of this ſhort Life, and provides not for Death, and 
Eternity. The Wiſdom of the World is Folly in a diſguiſe, a ſpecious Ignorance, which, 
although it may ſecure the Temporal State, yet it leaves us naked and expoſed to Spirt= 
tual Enemies who war againſt the Soul. And all the Moral Knowledge which is trea- 
ſur'd up in the Books of the Heathens, is inſufficient to reſtore Man to his Original In- 
tegrity and Felicity. Reaſon ſees that Man is ignorant, and guilty, mortal and. miſera- 
ble; that he is tranſported with vain Paſhons, and tormented with Accuſations of Con- 
ſcience, but it could not redrels theſe Evils. Corrupt Nature is like an imperfe& Build- 
ing that lies in Rubbiſh, the Imperfection is viſible, but not the way how to finiſh it; for 
through the ignorance of the firſt deſign , every one follows his own fancy ; whereas 


when the Archite&t comes to finiſh his own Project, it appears regular and beautiful, 


Thus the various direQtions of Philoſophers to - recover faln Man out of his Ruins, and to 
raiſe him to his firſt State, were vain. Some glimmerings they had, that the Happineſs 
of the reaſonable Nature conſiſted in its Union with God ; but in order to this, the Pro- 
pounded ſuch means as were not only ineffeEtual, but oppoſite. Such is the Pride and 
Folly of Carnal Wiſdom, that to bring God and Man together, it advances Man, and 
deprefſes God. The Stoicks aſcribed to theirr Wiſe Man ( >) thoſe Prerogatives where- 
by he equall'd their Supreme God. They made him the Archite& of his Virtue and Fe- 
licity, and to vie with Jupiter himſelf, to be one of his Peers. Others reduced the Gods 
to live like Men, and Men like Beaſts, by placing Happineſs in ſenſual Pleaſures. Thus, 
inſtead of curing, they tomented the hereditary and principal Diſeaſes of Mankind, Pride 
and Concupiſcence, which, at firſt, caus'd the Separation of Man from God, and infinite] 

increaſe the diſtance between them, For what Sins are more contrary to the Majeſty 
and Purity of God than Pride, which robs him of his Honour ; and Carnal Luſt, which 
turns a Man into a Peaſt ? Beſides, all their Inventions to expiate Sin, to appeaſe the Deit 

and make him favourable, to calm the Conſcience, were trivolous and unprofitable, And 
their moſt generous Principles, and accurate Precepts, were ſhort of thar Purity and Per- 
fetion wherewith Moral Duties are perform'd to God and Men, Briefly, they walted 
their Candle in vain, in ſearching for the way to true Happineſs. But God who cieated 
Man for the enjoyment of himiclt, hath happily accompliſtd his Eternal Decree, by the 
work of our Redemption, wherein his own Glory is molt vitible, And the Golpel which 
reveals this to us, humbles whom it jultifies, and comforts thoſe that were condemned + Ir 
abaſes more than the Law, but without deſpair ; and advances more than Nature could, 
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but wichout Preſumption. The Mediator takes away the guilt of our old Sins, and our FRAGP? 
Inclination to new Sins: We are not only reſtor'd, but exalted, made Heirs of God, joint. Chap. 6. 
heirs with Chrift, Rom. $. 17. . For theſe Reaſons the Apoſtle ſets ſo high a value upon 
the Heavenly Dodtrine, that reveals a Saviour to the undone World, He deſired ro know 
»othirs but Jeſus Chriſt, and-him crucified, 1 Cor. 2. 2. He deſpiſeth all Phariſaical and 
Philoſophical Learning i» compariſon of the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus , 
Phil. 3.8. Other Knowledg {wells the Mind , and increaſes the eſteem of our {elves , 
this gives us a ſincere view of our State, It diſcovers our Miſery in its Cauſes, and the 
Almighty Mercy that ſaves us. Other Knowledge 1inlightens the Underfiandiog, without 
changing the Heart, but this inſpires us with the Love of God, with the Hatred of Sin, 
and makes ys truly better. In ſeeking after other Knowledg , the Mind 1s perplext by 
endleſs Inquiries : Here 'tis at reſt, as the wavering Needle is fixt when turn'd to its be- 
loved Star. Tgnorance of other things may be without any real damage to us ; for we 
may be dire&ed by the skilful how to preſerve Lite and Eſtate. But this Knowledg 
is abſolutely neceſſary to Juſtify, Santtity , and ſave us. Allother Knowledge is uſe- 
leſs at the hour of Death, 1/2. $3. thea the richeſt ſtock of Learning is loſt, the Veſſel 
being ſplit wherein the Treaſure was laid; but this Pearl of ineftimable Price is both 
the ornament of our Proſperity, and the ſupport of our Adverfity. A little Ray of this 
is infinitely more deſirable, than the light of all Human Sciences in their Luſtre and 
Perfection. 
And what an amazing Folly is it, that Men, who are poſſeſt with an earneſt paſſion 
of knowing, ſhould wafte their Time and Strength 1n aq, iv things, the know- 
ledge of which can't remove the Evils that oppreſs them, and be careleſs of the ſaving 
Knowledg of the Goſpel ? Were there no other reaſon .to diminiſh the eſteem of earth- 
ly Knowledg, but the difficulty of its Acquiſition, that Error often ſurpriſes thoſe who 
are ſearching after Truth, this might check our intemperate purſuit of it. Sin hath not - 
only ſhorten'd our Underſtandings, but our Lives, that we cannot arrive to the 
diſcovery of inferiour Objefts. But ſuppoſe that one, by his vaſt Mind, ſhould com- 
prehend all created things, from the Centre. of the Earth to the Circumference of the 
Heavens, and were not favingly enlighten'd in the Myſtery of our Redemption, with all 
his Knowledge he would be a Prey to Satan, and increaſe the Triumphs of Hell. The 
Hiſtorian upbraids the Roman Luxury, that with ſo much coſt and Hazard they ſhould fend . 
to foreign Parts, for Trees that were beautiful but barren, and produc'd a Shadow only | 
without Fruit / » ). With greater reaſon we may wonder, that Men ſhould, with the RE bd, wad 
expence of their precious Hours purchaſe barren Curioſities, which are unprofitable to tmwun grai: 
their laſt end. How can a condemned Criminal, who 1s in ſuſpence between Life and #ieno ex prri- 
Death, attend: to ſtudy the Secrets of Nature and Art, when all his Thoughts are taken = 
up how to prevent the Execution of the Sentence ?+ And *tis no leſs than a prodigy of 
Madneſs, that Men, who have but a ſhort and uncertain ſpace allowed them to eſpe 
the Wrath to come, ſhould rack their Brains in ſtudying things impertinent to Salvati- 


on, and negle& rhe knowledge of a Redeemer. Eſpecially when there is ſo clear a Re- 


velation of him : The Righteouſneſs of Faith doth not command us to aſcend to the Heavens, or 

aeſcend into the Deep to make a diſcovery of it ; but the Word is nigh us, that diſcovers the 

certain way to a happy Immortality, Rom, 10. 6, 7. Seneca, a Philoſopher, and a Courtier, 

valued his being in the World only upon this account, that he might contemplate the 

Starry Heaven. [ Serec, Pref, |. Nat. quait. ]} He only ſaw the viſible beauty of the Fir- 

mament, but was ignorent of the Glory within it, and of the way that leads to it ; yet, 

tro our ſhame, he ſpeaks, that the ſight of it .made him deſpiſe the Earth, and without the 
Contemplation of rhe Celeſtial Bodies, he eſteem'd his continuance in the World not the 

Lite of a Man, but the toil of a Beaſt (o-). But what Tranſports had he been in, if he ( 9) 4 
had been acquainted with the Contrivance of our Redemption , the admirable order of crores = 
its parts, and the beauty that reſults from the Compoſition of the whole ? But we that rium me poſe 
with open face may in the. Glaſs of the Goſpel behold the Glory of the Lora, turn away our Eyes from _— ; 
it io vanity, 2 Cor. 3.18, Here the complaint is more juſt, Ad ſapientiam quis accedit ? cibos ©& porum 
quis agnan Judicat niſi quam in tranſiru noveris ? We content our (elves with {lghr wi __ wg pag 
and tranſient glances, but do not ſeriouſly and fixedly conſider this bleſſed Delign ' of jun, fu flu 
God, upon which the beginning of our Happineſs in this , and the PerfeCtion of it in dum,pericwum. * 
the next Life 1s built. Let us provoke our ſelves by the Example of the Angels, who far oe ode . 
are not concern'd in this Redemption as Man is 3 for they continued in their Fidelity cirem? & vi. 
to their Creator, and were always happy in his Favour ; and where there 1s no Alig- kev cry Wir 
nation between Partics, Reconcilement is unneſfary ; yer they are Students with us in ;; erent 

omnes ndjcl- 


mur ? rape hos ineſtimaile bonum , non eft vitz tami ut ſud:m, ut aflu:m, 0 quam contempts ves elf Ip.no niſi ſurra humans [8 
erex:1ut} | 


the 
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A the ſame Book, and unite all their Powers in the Contemplation of this Myſtery : they 

Chap. 7. are repreſented ſtooping to pry into theſe Secrets, (1 Per. 1. 12.) to ſignify their delight 

—Y>- jn what they know, and their deſire to advance in the knowledge of them. With what 
intention then ſhould we ſtudy the Goſpel, who are the Subject and End of it ! 


1 


—— 


CHAP. VIL 


The fimple Speculation of the Goſpel not Juffictent without a 
real Belief, and Cordial Acceptance. The Reaſons why 
the Jews and Gentiles conſpir'd in the contempt of it. How 

Juſt it 1s to refign up. the Underſtanding t Revelation. 
God knows bis own Nature aud Will, and cannot decerve 
us. We muſt believe the things that are clearly revealed, 
though we do not underfand the manner of therr exiflence : 
Although they are attended with ſeeming Contradiftions. 
No Article of Faith 7s really repugnant to Reaſon. We 
muſt diſtinguiſh between things incomprehenſible and 1n- 
conceivable. Between corrupt and right Reaſon. How 
Reaſon 7s ſubſervient to Faith. Humility and Holineſs 
qualify for the Belief of the Goſpel: myfleries. A naked 
Belief of ſupernatural Truths 1s unprofitable for Salvati- 
on. An effeftual Aﬀent that prevarls upon the Will, 

_ aud renders the whole Man obſequions, 15 due to the Quali- 
y of the Golpel-Revelatimn. 


HE ſimple Speculation of this glorious Myſtery,wall be of no profit with- 
out a real Belief of it, and a cordial Acceptance of Salvation, upon the 
terms which the Divine Wiſdom preſcribes. The Goſpel requires the 
Obedience of the Underſtanding, and of the Will ; unleſs it obtains a 
full Poſſeſſion of the Soul, there is no ſaving Efficacy derived from it. 
And ſuch is the Sublimiy and Purity of the Objett, that till Reaſon is 

{anctified and ſubdued, it cannot ſincerely entertain it. T will therefore diſtintly confi- 
der the Oppoſition which carzal Reaſon hath made againft it; and ſhew how juſt it is 
that rhe human Underſtanding, ſhould, with reverence, yield up it felt ta the Word of 
God, that reveals this great Myſtery to us. 

The Apo#tle tells us, x Cor. 1. That Jews and Gentiles conſpir'd in the contempt of the 
Goſpel. Reaſon cannot hear without great Aſtoniſhment, for the appearing contradiftion 
berween the Terms, that God ſhould be made Man, and rhe Eternal die. The Jews 
eſteemd it an intollerable Blaſphemiy, and without any proceſs of Law were ready to 
ſtone rhe Lord Jeſus, That beinz 4 Man, he ſhould make himſelf equal with God, Joha 10. 33. 
And they upbraided him in his Sufferings that he could not ſave himſelf. If he be the 
King of Ijrael, let him come down from the Croſs, and we will believe on him, Mar. 27. 4x, 
The Gertiles deſpiſed the Goſpel as an abſurd ii-contriv'd Fable, 1 Cor. x. 23. For what 
in appearance is more unbecoming God, and injurious to his PerfeCtions,”than to take the 

(p) Negant frail Garment of tleih, to be torn and trampled on (p)? Their zatural Knowledg 0: 

_ dp, the Deity inclin'd them to think the 11carnation impothible. There is no reſemblance of 

weller, ſeque infirmitare carnis oneraret, tut prſſionioug, ut doloribus, ut mori ſe ipje juoiceret, Lafh, 


ut 
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it in the whole Compaſs of Nature. For Natural Union ſuppoſes the Parts incompleat, 9 Aon 
and capable of Perfection by their joyning together : But that a Being infinitely perfe& Chap. 7. 
{ſhould afſume by perſonal Union a nature inferior to it ſelf, the Heathens lookt on 1t as 
a Fable, forg'd according to the moael of the Fiftions concerning Danae and Artiope. Orig. 
cont. Celf, And the Doctrine of our Saviour's Death on the Croſs rhey rejeted, as an 
Impiety contumelious to God. They judged it inconſiſtent with the Majeſty and Hap: 
pineſs of the Deity, to aſcribe to him that which is the Puniſhment of the moſt guilt 
and miſerable. In the account of carnal Reaſon, they thought more worthily of God 
by denying that of Him, which 1s only due to the worſt of Men. Celſus, ( Orig. contra 
Cel[.lib. 1. }) who, with as much Subtilty as Malice, urges all, that with any Appearance, 
could be objected againſt our Saviour, principally inſiſts on his Poverty and Sufferings, the | 
Meanneſs and Miſery of his Condition in the World. 'Twas fit, faith he, That the Son 
of God ſhould appear as the Sun, which renders it ſelf conſpicuous by its own Light : But the 
Goſpel having declared the Word to be the Son of God, relates, that he was a Man of 
Sorrows, that had no power to defend himſelf, and was deſerted by his Father and 
Followers, ſcourged with Rods, and ſhametully executed ( 9.) He could not reconcile , (4) 7+" 
ſo many things that ſeem'd utterly i»compatiable , as Soveraignty and Servitude, Inno- £55 75 
cence and Puni.ment, the lowelt of human Miferies, Death, with the higheſt of Di- -i>s, 5; ud 
vine Honours, Adoration. Briefly, nothing was more contrary to Fleſh and Blood, than 52% 7 v2 
to bclieve that Perſon to be the Redeemer of the World, who did not reſcue himſelf 13 tuntirn 
from his Enemies ; anc tn expect Immortality from him that was overcome by Death, £79 Bonan- 
Now the cauſes of this : fidelity are, - my 

x. The Darkneſs of the Mind, which is ſo corrupted by Original Pravity, that it cannot 


behold Heavenly Myſteries un their proper Light , fo as to acquieſce in the Truth of 
them. 7 he Natural Man receives not the thinos þ the Spirit of God; for they are Feoliſh- 
neſs to him ;, and he cannot know them, beccaſs they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. 
The Apoſtle takes notice of the DiſaffeQion of the Heart, and the Incapacity of the 


Mind, not prepared and illuſtrated by Grace, to embrace and diſcern ſpiritual things in 
their Verity and Beauty. There 1s a great Diſproportion between the natural Under- 
ſtanding , though elevated and enlarged by Secular Learning, and ſupernatural Truth: 
For though the rational Soul is a Spirit, as *tis diſtinguiſh'ſt from corporeal Beings ; yet 
till *tis purged from Error, and vicious AﬀeCtions, it can never diſcover the Divinity of 
things Spiritual, ſo as to embrace them with certainty and delight. As there muſt be 
a Spirit of Revelation to unvail the Object, ſo of Wiſdom to enlighten the Eye, that 
it may be prepared for the Reception of it. As Heaven is only ſeen by its own Light, 
ſo Chrift is by his own Spirit. Divine Objets, and Faith that diſcerns them, are of 
the ſame Original, and of the fame quality. The natural Underſtanding, as the Effects 
declare, is like the Funeral Lamps, which, by the Ancients, were put into Sepulchres, to 
guard the Aſhes of their dead Friends, which ſhine fo long as they are kept cloſe, a thick 
moiſt Vapour feeding them, and repairing what was conſum'd : but, in opening the Se- 
pulchres, and expoſing them' to the free Air, they preſently faint and expire. Thus 24- 
tural Reaſon, whilit converſant in things below, and watching with the Dead 3 that is, 
in the Phraſe of the Ancients, ſtudying the Books of Men who have left the World, it 
diſcovers ſomething, although 'tis rather a Twilight than clear ; but when *ris brought 
from the narrow Sphere of things ſenſible, to contemplate the Immenſity of things Spr- 
ritual and Supernatural, its Light declines, and is turned into Darkneſs. Ee 
2. The Pride of the human Underſtanding, which diſdains to ſtoop to thoſe great and | 
Heavenly Myſteries ( 7 ). *Tis obſervable, that thoſe who moſt excell'd in natural Wif- _. © 7 ori 
dom, were the greateſt deſpiſers of Evangelical Truths ( /). The proud Wits of the ,us _ 
World choſe rather to be Maſters of their own, than Scholars to another. They made #ierocles. So- 
Reaſon their ſupreme Rule, and Phz/oſophy their higheſt Principle, and would not believe a 4 
what they could not comprehend (: ). They repreſented Chriſtians under ſcornful Ti> (c) 's48 
tles, as Captives of a blind Behet, and derided their Faith as the Effect of Folly ; and Re- w__ 61" 
jetted Revelation, the only means to convey the Knowledge of Divine Myſteries to them. oP pre 
They preſum'd by the Light and Strengrh of their own Reaſon and Virtue to acquire 4 #e2:0%, 
Felicity, and {lighted the DoArine that came from Heaven, to diſcover a clear way thi- *'22: 


M. "APW 
ther, and Divine Grace that was neceſſary to lead and aſſiſt them. Therefore the Apo- F 24 ie 


{tle, by way of upbraiding, enquires, 1 Cor. 1. 19, 20. Where #s the wiſe Man ? Where is **rnis > Yo 
the Scribe > Where is the Diſputer of this World? God hath mage the Wiſdom of the World OWN g 
Fooliſhneſs. As thoſe who are really poor, and would appear rich in the Pomp of their Has ws rewifor #- 
bits and Attendants, are made poor by that Expence 3 to the Philoſophers, who were de- _ — 
ſtirute of true Wiſdom, and would appear wile in making Reaſon the Judge of Divine «a. Chryſoft, 
Revelation, and the laſt Reſolution of all things, by that falſe AfeRation of Wiſdom, 


became 


Sw vs. 
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RA bccame more fooliſh : By all their Diſputes againſt the appearing Abſurdities of the Chri- 

Chap. 7. tian Religion, they were brought into a more learned Darknels 7 

—V> 4, The Prejudice which aroſe from ſenſual Luſts hindered the Belict ot the Goſel. As 
the carnal Underſtanding rebels againſt the Sublimity of its Doctrine, 1o the carnal Appe- 
zite againſt the Purity of its Precepts. And according to the Dilpolitions of Men from 
whence they act, {uch Light they ceſire to dire& them in aCting. The Golpe! s a Mj- 
ſtery of Goalineſs. and thoſe who are under the Love of Sin, cheriſh an aftected Igno- 
rance, left the Light ſhould inflame Conſcience, by repreſenting to them the deadly Guilt 
that cleaves to Sin, and thereby make it uneaſy. This account our Saviour gives of the 
Infidelity of the World, John 3.19. That Mer love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their 
Deeds are evil, And that this was the real Cauſe whatever was pretended, is clear, in 
that the Geztiles, who oppoſed Chriſt, adored thoſe impure Deities, whoſe infamous Luſts 
were acknowledged by them. And with what colour rhen could they reject our Re- 
deemer becauſe Crucified ? As if Vice were not more incompatible with the Deity , 
than Sufferings. | | 

Now, though Reaſon, enſlav'd by Prejudice, and corrupted by Paſſhon, deſpiſes the 
Goſpel ; yet when 'tis enlightned by Faith, it diſcovers fuch a wile Oecovomy 1n it, that, 
were it not true, it would tranſcend the moſt noble created Mind to invent 1t : *Tis fo 
much above our moſt excellent Thoughts, that no human Underſtanding would ever at- 

' tempt to teign it, with confidence of perſuading the World into a Beliet of it. How 
is-it poſſible that it ſhould be contrived by natural Reaſon, ſince no Man can believe it 
ſincerely when tis reveal'd, without a ſupernatural Faith? To confirm our Beliet of 
theſe great and ſaving Myſteries, I will ſhew how juſt it 1s, that the Underſtanding 
ſhould reſign it ſelf ro Divine Revelation, which hath made them known. 

In order to this, we mult conſider, 

1. There are ſome Dodtrines in the Goſpel, the Underſtanding could not diſcover ; 
but when they are reveaPd it hath a clear Apprehenſion of them upon a rational ac- 
count, and fees the Charatters of Truth viſibly ſtampt on their Forehead. As the Do- 
Qrine of Satisfa&tion to Divine Juſtice, that Pardon might be diſpens'd to repenting Sin- 
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ners. For our natural Conception of God includes his infinite Purity and Juſtice ; And 
when the Deſign of the Goſpel is made known, whereby he hath provided abundantly ; 
for the Honour of thoſe Attributes, {o that He doth the greateſt Good without encoura- | 
ging the leaſt Evil, Reaſon acquieſces and acknowledges. This I ſought, but could not 
tind. Now altho' the primary Obligation, to believe ſuch DoQrines , ariſeth from Re- | 
bw yet being ratiffed by Reaſon, they are embraced with more Clearneſs by the ; 
ind. ' 
2. There are ſome DoQrines, which, as Reaſon, by its Light, could not diſcover ; fo 
when they are made known, it cannot comprehend, but they are by a clear and neceſſary | 
Connexion joyn'd with the other that Reaſon approves. As the Myſtery of the Trinity, | 
and the Incarnation of the Son of God, which are the Foundations of the whole Work of 
our Redemption. The Nature of Gad is repugnant to P/uraliry,there can be but one Eſſence; 
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and the Nature of Satisfaction requires a diftinQtion of Perſons : for he that ſuffers as guil- 
ty, muſt be diſtinguiſld from the Perſon of the Judge that exaQts Satisfaction ; and no 
meer Creature 1s able, by his obedient Sufferings, to repair the Honour of God : fo that a 
Divine Perſon aſſuming the Nature of Man, was alone capable to make that SatisfaQti- | 
on, which the Goſpel propounds, and Reaſon conſents to, Now according to the di- 
ſtinction of Capacitics in the Trinity, the Father requir'd an honourable Reparation for 
the Breach of the LUivine Law, and the Son bore the Puniſhment in the Sufferings of the 
human Nature ; that is peculiarly his own. Beſides, *tis clear, that the DoGtrine of the 
Trinity, that is of three glorious Relations in the Godhead, and of the Incarnation, are molt 
TRY connected with all the Parts of the Chriſtian Religion, left in the Writings of the 
Apoltles, which, as they were confirmed by Miracles, the Divine Sigzatares of their Cer- 
tainty, ſo they contain ſuch authertick Marks of their Divinity, that right Reaſon cannot re- 
ject them. 

3. Whereas there are three Principles by which we apprehend things, Sexſe, Reaſoz and 
Faith, theſe Lights have their difierent Objects that muſt nor be confounded. Senſe is con- 
tin'd to things material; Reaſon conſiders things ab/tracted from matter ; Faith regards the 
Myſteries revealed from Heaven: And theſe muſt not tran{greſs their order. Sex/e is an 
Incompetent Judge of things about which Reaſon 1s only converlant, It can only make 
a report of thoſe Objects, which,by their natural Charadters are expoſed to it. And Reaſo 
can only diſcourſe of things within its Sphere ; Superzatural things which derive from Re- 
velation, and are purely the Objects of Faith, are not within its Territories and ju. iſ{liction, | 
Thole Superlative Mylteries exceed all our ;xrellectual Abilities, | 
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Tis true, the Underſtanding is a ratzozal Faculty, and every aCt of it is really, or in ap- RAN 
pearance, gr ounded on Reaſon, But there is a wide difference between the. proving a Chap. 7. 
DoQGrine by Reaton, and the giving a reaion why we believe the truth of it. For inſtance, q" > 
wi: cannot prove the 7r:»ity by natural Reaſon ; and the ſubtilty of the Schoolmer, who 
aitect to give ſome reaſon of all things, 1s here more prejudicial than advantageous to the 
Truth : For he that pretends to maintain a Point by Reaſon, and is unſucceſsful, doth 
weaken the Credit which the Authority of Revelation gives. And *tis conſiderable, that 
the Scripture 1n delivering ſupernatural Truths, produces God's Authority as their only 
Proot, without ufing any other way of arguing : But although we cannot. demonſtrate 
theſe Myſteries by Reaſon, yet we may give a rational account why we believe them. 

Is it not the higheſt Reaſon to believe the Diſcovery that God hath made of Himſelf, 
and his Decrces? For he perfeftly knows his own Nature and Will ; and 'tis impoſſi- 
ble he ſhould deceive us: This natural Principle is the Foundation of Faith. When God 
ſpeaks, it becomes Man to hear with Silence and Subwiſſion. His naked Word is as cer- 
rain as a Demonſtration. 

And is it not moſt reaſonable to believe, that the Deity cannot be fully underſtood by 
us? The Sun may more calily be included in a Spark of Fire, than the infinite Perfectt- 
ons of God be comprehended by a finite Mind. "The Angels who dwell ſo near the Foun- 
tain of Light, cover 7eir Faces 1n a holy Confuſion, not being able to comprehend Him. 

How much leſs can Man 1n this earthly State, diſtant from God, and oppreſt with a Bur- 
then of Fleſh ? Now, trom hence, it follows ; | 

1. That Ignorance of the manner, how Divine Myſteries exiſt, is no ſufficient Plea for 
Infidelity, when, the Scripture reveals that they are. For, Reaſon that is limited and re- 
ftrain'd, cannot frame a Conception that is commenſurate to the Eſſence and Power of 
God. This will appear more clearly by conſidering the Myſterious Excellencies of the 
Divine Nature, the certainty of which we believe, but the. manner we cannot under- 
ſtand: As that his Eſſence and Attributes are the ſame, without the leaſt ſhadow of Com- 
poſition ; yet his Wiſdom and Power are, to our Apprehenſions, diſtin, and his Mercy 
and Juſtice in ſome manner oppoſite ( « ). That his Eſſence is intire in all places, yet (uv) fini- 
not terminated in.any. That He'is above the Heavens, and beneath the Earch, yet hath Tarrant 
no relation of high or low, diſtant or near. That He penetrates all. Subſtances , but is anus, quan- 
mixed with none. That he underſtands, yet receives no Jaes's within Himſelf 5 That nay enengh 
he wills, yet hath no motion that carries Him out of Himſelf. "Fhat in him Time hath: ;,;.0:4um pec- 
no Succeſſion, that wluch 1s paſt is not gone, and that which 1s future, 1s not, to come. #us anguſtum 
That He loves without Paſſion, is angry without Diſturbance, repents without Change. i 
#heſe Perfeftions are above the Capacity of Reaſon fully to underſtand, yet eſſential to mamus , cum 
the Deity. Here we mult exalt Faith, and abaſe Reaſon. Thus in the Myſtery of the = nmr 
Incarnation, { 1 Tim. 3. 16. ) that two ſuch diſtant Natures ſhould compoſe one Perſon, x1. © © 
without the Confuſion of Properties, Reaſon cannot reach unto, but tis clearly reveal'd 
in the Word : ( John 1. 14. ) Here therefore we muſt obey, not enquire. 

The Obedience of Faith 1s, to embrace an obſcure Truth with a firm Aſent , upon 
the account of a Divine Teltimony. If reaſon will not aſſent to Revelation, till it un- 
deritands the manner how Divine Things are, it doth not obey it ar all. 'The Under- 
tanding then ſincerely tubmirs, when *tis inclind by thoſe Motives, which demonſtrate 
that tuch a Belicf is due to the Authority of the Revealer, and to the quality-of: rhe Ob- 
ject. To believe only in proportion to our narrow Conceptions, 1s to diſpardge the Di- 
vine Truth, and debaſe the Divine Power. We can't know what God can'do; He 
15 Omnipotent, tho' we are not Omniſcient 3 ?Tis juſt we thould humble our Ignorance 
to Iis Wildom, Ard that every lofty Imagination, ana high thing that exalts its ſelf againſ# 
te knowledge of God, ſhoul4 be caſt down, and every Thought captivated into the Obedience of 
Cyril, 2 Cor. 10.5. 'Iis our Wildom to receive the great V yſteries of the Goſpel in 
their fimplicity : For in attempting to give an exa&t and curious Explication of them , 
the Underſtanding, as in an Hedge of 'Fhorns, the more it {trives, the more *ris wound- 
cl and entangled. Goa's ways are far above ours, and his Thoughts above ours, as Heaven 
is above the L.arth. To rejett what we can't comprehend, is not only to fin againſt Faith, 
but againit Reaſon, which acknowledges it felt finite, and uvable to ſearch out the Al- 
n12hty to Perfettion, Job 11. 7. | 

2. We are obliged to believe thole Myſteries that are plainly del;vered in Scripture , 
notwithitanding thoſe ſeeming Contradictions wherewith they may be charged. ln the 
Obyts of Senle, the contraricty of appearances doth not leſfea the certainty of th.ngs. 

the Stars, to our fight, ſeem but glittering Sparks, yet they are immcnle Bodies. And 

"us one thing to be aſſured of a Truth, another to anſwer ro all the Difficulties thar 

Encounter it: A, mean Underſianding 1s capable of the firſt ; the fecond is fo dufficult, 
| #1 OY that 
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ARA that in clear things the profoundeſt Philoſophers may not be able to unty all the ntricate 

Chap. 7. and knotty Objections which may be urged againſt them. *Tis ſufficient the Belief of 

Yo Supernatural Myſteries is built on the Veracity and Power of God, this makes them pru- 
dently credible. This reſolves all Doubts, and produces ſuch a {tability of Spirit, as no- 
thing can ſhake. A ſincere Believer is aſſured, That all oppoſition againſt Revealed 
Truths is fallacrous, though he cannot diſcover the Fallacy. Now the tranſcendent Myſte- 
ries of the Chriſtian Religion, the Trinity of Perſons in the Divine Nature, the Incar- 
nation of the Son of God, are clearly ſet down in the Scripture. And although ſubtile and 
obſtinate Opporents have uſed many guilty Arts to diſpirit and enervate thoſe Texts by an 
inferior Senſe, and have rackt them with Violence, to make them ſpeak according to their 
Prejudices, yet all is vain, the Evidence of Truth is victorious. A Heathen, who conſiders 
not the Goſpel as a Divine Revelation, but meerly as a Doctrine deliver'd in Writings, 
and judges of its Senſe by Natural Light, wall acknowledge, that thoſe things are deli- 
vered in it. And notwithſtanding thoſe who uſurp a Soveraign Authority to themſelves, 
to judge of Divine Myſteries according to their own Apprehenſions, deny them as meer 
Contradictions, yet they can never conclude them impoſſible : For no certain Argument 
can be alledged againſt the being of a thing, without a clear knowledge of its Nature : 
Now although we may underſtand the Nature of Man, we do not the Nature of God, 
the Oeconomy of the Perſons, and his Power to unite himſelf to a Nature below Him. 

"Tis true, no Article of Faith is really repugnant to Reaſon ; for God is the Author 
of Natural, as well as of Supernatural Light, and he cannot contradict Himſelf : They are 
Emanations from Him, and tho! different, yet not deſtructive of each other. But we 
muſt diſtinguiſh between thoſe things that are above Reaſon, and Incomprehenſfible, 
and. things that are againſt Reaſon, and utterly Inconceivable; Some things are above 
Reaſon, in regard of their tranſcendent Excellency, or diſtance from us; the Divine Eſ- 

' ſence, the Eternal Decrees, the Hypoſtatical Union , are ſuch high and glorious Ob- 
jects, that it is an impoſſible Enterpriſe to comprehend them : "The Intellectual Eye is daz- 
led with their overpowering Light. . V Ve can have but an imperfect knowledge of them: 
And there is no juſt caufe of wonder that Supernatural Revelation ſhould ſpeak incom- 
prehenſible things of God. For He is a ſingular and admirable Being, infinitely above 
the ordinary courſe of Nature. The Maxims of Philoſophy are not to be extended to Him. 
We muſt adore what we cannot fully underſtand. But thoſe things are againſt Rea- 
ſon, and utterly inconceivable, that involve a ContradiCtion, and have a natural Repug- 
nancy to our Underftandings, which cannot conceive any thing that is formally impo- 
ſible: And there is no ſuch DodQtrine in the Chriſtian Religion. 

2. We muſt diſtinguiſh between Reaſon corrupted , and right Reaſon. Since the | 
Fall, 'the clearneſs of the Human Underſtanding 1s loſt, and the Light that remains is . 
eclipſed by the interpoſition of Senſual Luſts. The Carnal Mind cannot out of Igno- | 
rance , and will not from Pride and other malignant Habits, receive things Spiritual. 
And from hence ariſe many Suſpicions and Doubts, ( concerning Supernatural Verities ) 

> the ſhadows of darkned Reaſon, and of dying Faith. If any Divine Myſtery ſeems in- 
credible, *tis from the Corruption of our Reaſon, not from Reaſon it ſelf; from its Dark- 
nels, not its Light. And as Reaſon is obliged to correct the Errors of Senſe, when tis 
deceived either by ſome vicious quality in the Organ, or by the diſtance of the 0bjef, or 
by the falfeneſs ot the medium, that corrupts the Image in conveying of 1t : So *tis the Of- JS 
fice of Faith to reform the Judgment of Reaſon, when either from its own weakneſs, or : 
the height of things Spiritual, *ris miſtaken about them. For this end Supernatural Re- 
velation was given, not to extinguiſh Reaſon, but to redreſs it, and enrich it with the 
: 0 6 diſcovery of Heavenly Things, Faith 1s called Wiſdom and Knowledg : It doth nor | 
quench the vigour of the Faculty wherein *tis ſeated, but elevates it, and gives it a ſpi- 
ritual Perception of thoſe things that are moſt diſtant from its Commerce. Ir doth not 
lead us through a Milt to the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. Faith is a' rational 
Light: For, | 
I. Itariſes from the conſideration of thoſe Arguments which convince the Mind, that 
the Sctipture is a Divine Revelation. [ &zow, faith the Apoſtle, whom 1 have believed, 
2 Tim. 1. 12. And we are commanded always to be ready to give an account of the hope 
that is in 5, 1 Pet, 3.15. Thoſe that owe their Chri/{ianity meerly to the Felicity of their 
Birth, without a ſight of that tranſcendent Excelleccy in our Religion, which evidences 
that it came trom Heaven, are nor true Believers. He that abſolves an innocent Perſon 
for Favour, without conſidering ſufficient Proofs offer'd, though his Sentence be juſt, is 
an unjuſt Judge. And the Eye that 1s clouded with a Suffuſion, ſo that all things appear 
yellow to it, when it judges things to be yellow that are fo, yet *tis Erroneous ; becauſe 
ts Judgment proceeds not from the quality of the Obje@t, but from the Jaud:ſe that 
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diſcolours the Organs : So thoſe who believe the Doctrine of the Goſpel, upon the account 
of its Civil Eſtabliſhment in their Country, are not right Believers, becauſe they aſſent to 
the Word of Truth upon a falſe Principle. *Tis not Judgment but Chance, that enclines 
chem to embrace it. The Turks, upon the ſame reaſon, are zealous Votaries of Mahomer, 
as they are Diſciples of Chriſt. 

2. Faith makes uſe of Reaſon, to conſider what Doctrines are revealcd in the Scripture, 
and to deduce thoſe Conſequences which have a clear Connexion with ſupernatural Prin- 
cip!es. Thus Reaſon is an excellent Inſtrument to diſtinguiſh thoſe things which are of 
a Divine Original, from what 1s ſpurious and counterfeit. For ſometimes that is pretend- 
ed to be a Myſtery of Religion, which 1s only the fruit of Fancy, and that is detended by 
the ſacred reſpect of Faith, that Reaſon ought not to violate, which is but a groundleſls 
Imagination 3 fo that we remain in an Error, by the ſole Apprehenſions of talling into 
one, as thoſe that Die for fear of Death. The Berearns are commended for their /earch- 
ng the Scriptures, whether the Dofrines they heard were conſentaneous to them, Afts 17. 11. 


But *ris a neceſſary Duty, that Reaſon, how {tiff ſoever, ſhould fully comply with God, 


where it appears reaſonable that He hath ſpoken. hs 
Brzefly, The richeſt Ornament of the Creature is Humility, and the moſt excellent 


SFRHNSN 
Chap. 7. 


efle&t of it is the ſenſe of the weakneſs of our Underſtanding. This is the Temper of 


Soul that prepares it for Faith : Partly as it puts us on a ſerious conſideration of thoſe 
things which are revealed to us in the Word ; Infidelity proceeds from the want of Con- 
ſideration, and nothing hinders that ſo much as Pride : Partly, as it ſtops all curious En- 
quiries into thoſe things which are unſearchable : And principally as it entitles to the 
Promiſe, God will inſtru&t and give Grace to the humble. The Knowledg of Heaven, as 
well as the Kingdom of Heaven, is the Inheritance of the poor in Spirit. A greater pro- 
greſs is made in the knowledge and belief of theſe Myſteries by humble Prayer, than by 
the moſt anxious ſtudy, As at Court, an hour of Favour 1s worth a Years attendance. 
Man cannot acquire ſo much as God can give. | 

And as Humility, fo Holineſs prepares the Soul for the receiving of Supernatural Truths. 
The Underſtanding is clarified by the Purification of the Heart. *Tis not the difficulty. 


and obſcurity of things reveal'd, that is the real cauſe of Infidelity, fince Men believe 


other things upon far leſs Evidence ; but 'tis the prejudice of the lower Faculties that 
hinders them. When all Aﬀettions to Sin are mortified, the Soul is in the beſt dif- 
poſition to receive Divine Revelation. He that doth the Will of Goa, ſhall know whether the 


Dottrine of the Goſpel came from Heaven, John 7. 17. : 
The Spirit of God is the alone Inſtruter of the Spirit of Man in theſe Myſteries, ſo as 


to produce a ſaving Belief of them. That Knowledge 1s more clear and fatisfying, that 
we have by his Teaching, than by our own Learning. The Rational Mind may diſcern 
the Literal Senſe of the Propoſitions in the Goſpel, and may yield a naked aſſent to the 
Truth of them ; but without Supernatural Irradiation by the Spirit of Life, there can be 
no phe ah. Frm ſaving Knowledg and Belief of them. And as the vaſt Expanſion 
of Air that is about us, doth not preſerve Life, but that part which we breathe 1n ; ſo 'tis 
not the compaſs of our Knowledg and Belief ( though it were equal to the whole reveal- 
ed Will of God ) thar is vital to the Soul, but that which is practiſed by us. The Apoſtle 
faith, 1 Cor. 13. 2. Though he had the underitanding of all Myſteries, and all Rpowleag, and 
all Faith ;, yet if 1t were not joyned with Love, the principle Obedience, zt were unprofitable. 
There is the ſame difference between the Speculative Knowledg of theſe Myſteries, and 
that which 1s affectionate and operative ; as between the wearing of Pearls for Orna- 
ment, and the taking of them as a Cordial to revive the fainting Sparits. = 

In ſhort, Such a Belief is required, as prevails upon the Will, and draws the AﬀeRti- 
ons, and renders the whole Man obſequious to the Goſpel. For ſuch a Faith is alone 
anſwerable to the quality of the Revelation. The Goſpel is not a meer Narrative, but 
a Promiſe. Chritt 1s not repreſented only as an innocent Perſon dying, but as the Son 
of God dying to deliver Men trom Sin, and the Effects of it. The fallen Angels may 
underſtand and believe it without any AtﬀeCtions, being unconcern'd in it : To them ?ris 
a naked Hittory, but to Men *tis a Promiſe, and cannot be rightly conceived withour 
the molt ardent AﬀeCtions. This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all acceptation, That 
Jeſus Chriſt came into the World to ſave Sinners, 1 Tim. 1.15. ?Tis eſſentially good, as 
rrue; its Sweetneſs and Profit are equal to its Certainty : So that it commends it {elt ro 
all our Faculties. 

There are ſevere and fad Truths, which are attended with fearful Expectation, and 
the Mind 1s averſe from receiving them : As the Law which, like Lightning, terrifies the 
Soul with its amazing Brighrnels : And there are pleaſant Illuſions which have 07 FR 
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RO Foundation : And as Iruth doth not deiight the Mind, unleſs united to Goodnels, {uch 

Chap. 7. ac is ſuitable to its Palate ; ſo Goodneſs doth not afieet the Will vnlels. it be real. Now 

GY the Pottrine of the Goſpel is as certain as the Law, and intmtely more ccmtortable than 
all the Inventions of Men. ?Tis in the knowledge of it aione that the feniible and conſi- 
dering Soul enjoys perlect farisfaction, and the moſt compoled Reſt. ?Tis evident, thar 
che Underſtanding dorh not behold thele Iruths 1n their proper Light, when the Will 
doth nor embrace thein. For the Rational Appetite follows the Jait Judgment of the 
Mind. When the Apoltle had a Powertul Conviction of the Excellency of the K now- 
ledge of Chriſt, Phil. 3- this made him fo earneſt to gain an Intereſt in Him. For this 
reafon, thoſe- who are only Chriſtians in "Title, Having a Form of Godlineſs, and denying 
the Power of it, are, 11 Scripture-l anguage, (tiled Infiaels : Tr being impoſſible that thoſe 
who truly and heartily believe this great Mylitery of Godlineſs, ſhould remain ungodly. 
Tis a ſtrong and eftectual Aſent, that deſcends trom the Brain to the Heart and Lite, 
that denominates us true Believers : So that when the Death of Chriſt is propounded as 
the Cauſe of our Reconcihation with God, the wonder of the Myſtery doth not make it 
incredible « when as the reaſon of the Mortification of our Luſts, the Pleaſures of Sin do 
not diſguiſe its Horror; When Salvation is offer'd upon our accepting of Chriſt for our 
Prince and Saviour, the Soul is raviſh'd with its Beauty, and chuſes it for an everlaſting 
Portion. 

To conclude, The Doctrine of the Goſpel clearly diſcovers its Divine Original : *Tis 
ſo reaſonable in it f{elf, and profitable to us, ſo ſublime and elevated above Man, yet 
hath ſuch an admirable agreement with Natural Truths ; *tis ſo perfectly correſpond- 
ing in all its parts, that without affected Obſtinacy no Man can reject it. And if after 
the open Revelation of it we are fo ſtupid and wicked, as not to fee its Saperlative Ex- 
cellency, and not to receive it with the Faith, Love, and Obedience which 1s due to it ; F 
What contempt is this of that infinite Wiſdom which contriv'd the aſtoniſhing way of : 
our Salvation? What a reproach to the Divine Underſtanding, as if it had been employ- 
ed from Eternity about a matter of no moment, and that deſerves not our ſerious Conſi- | 
deration: and Acceptance ? The neglect of it will juſtly bring a more ſevere Puniſhment | 
than the Hell of the uninſtructed Heathens, who are Strangers to Supernatural Myſte. ' | 
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The Mercy of God is repreſented with, peculiar Adwantages abowe the "other. At- 
tributes. Tis eminently glorified: in our Redemption, 'in reſpe& of its Free- 
neſs and Greatneſs. The Freeneſs of it amplified from' the' conſideration of 
the Original and Obje® of it. Gold is perfely happy in himſelf, and needs 

: | not the Creature to preſerve or. heighten bis. Felicity. The glorious Reward 
conferred upon our Saviour, doth. not prejudice the Freeneſs of his Lowe to 
Man. There was no tye #uporr God to ſave Man. The Obje of Mercy is 
Man in bis lapſed State. 'Tis illnftrated by the conſideration of what he is in 
himſelf. © No motivies of Lowe are in him. He is a Rebel impotent and obſti- 
nate. - The freeneſs of Mercy ſet forth by comparing him with the fallen 4n- 
gels, who are left in perfe& irremediable Miſery. Their firſt State, Fall, 
and Puniſhment. 'The' Reaſons why the Wiſdom of Gr Wore m Proviſions 
for their Recovery. Hap RE 


FT Hough all the Divine Attributes are equal as they are in God, (for one Infinite 
cannot exceed another ) yet in their Exerciſe and Effeds, they ſhine with a dif- 
ferent Glory. And Mercy is repreſented in Scripture with peculiar Advantages above 
the reſt, *TI1s God's natural Off-ſpring, he is ſtiled the Father of Mercies, 2 Cor. 1. 3. 
: 'Tis his dear Attribute, that which he places next to himſelf, He's proclaimed the Lord 
| God gracious and Merciful, Exod. 34. 6. Tis his: Delight, Mercy pleaſes him, Mic. 7. 
10, "Tis his Treaſure, he 3s rich im Mercy, Epheſ. 2.4.. 'Tis his triumphant Attri- 
bute, and the ſpecial matter of his,'Glory, | Mercy' rejoices over Judgement, Jam. 2." 13. 
Now in the performance of our Redemption, Merey is the predominant Attribute, that 
ſets all the reſt a working. The Adts of his Wiſdom, Juſtice; and Power were in or- 
der to the Illuſtration of his Mercy, And-:if we duly conſider that'Glorious Work, 
we ſball find in it all the Ingredients of the moſt Sbvereign Mercy.' ' | - 
| | | EEE 0 EF 75 | 
In diſcourſing of it, I ſhall principally confider two. things, wherein this Attribute 
3s eminently glorified. Rp | La [3 


The Freeneſs, and the Greatneſs of it. The Freeneſs of this Mercy will appear by 
con(idering the Original and ObjeQ: of it. | ex 8197 
1. The Original is God : andthe Notion of a Deity includes infinite Perfe&tions,” fo 
that it neceſſarily follows that he hath no need of the Creatures Service to preſerve 'or 
heighten his Felicity. Jf thou be righteous, mhat giveſt. thou him ? or what receiveth” he 
of thine hand? Job 35. 7. From Eternity he was without external Honour, yet in 
that infinite Duration he was perfe@ly joyful and happy. He is the Fountain of his own 
Blefledneſs, the Theatre of his own Glory, the Glaſs of his own Beauty. One drop 
increaſes the Ocean, but to God a Million of Worlds can add nothing. | Every thing 
hath ſo mach of Goodnels as it derives from him. As there was no Gain to him -by the 
Creation, ſo there can be no Loſs by the Annihilation of all things. The World pro- 
ceeded from his Wiſdom as the Idea. and Exemplar, and from his Power as the -Ef- 
ficient Caule; and it (o proceeds from him, as to remain more perfetly in him. And 
as the Poſſeſſion of all things, and the Obedience of Angelsand Men isof no Advantage 
to God ; ſo the oppoſition of impenitent Rebels cannot lefſen: his Blefſedneſs. -- If thou 
ſruneſt, what. doſt thou againſt him? or, if thy Tranſgreſſions be multiplied; what o—_ 
thou unto him? Job 35..6. The Sun ſuffers no loſs of his Light by the Darkneſs of the 
Night, or an Eclipſe, but the World loſes its Day : If intelligent Beings do not eſteem 
him for his Greatneſs, and love him for his Goodneſs, 'tis no Injury to him, 'but' their 
| own Infelicity. Were it for his Intereſt, he could by one att of Power conquer: the 
Yſtinacy of his fierceſt Enemies. If he require Subjeftion from his Creatures,! 'tis not: 
| that he may be happy, but liberal, that.his Goodneſs may take its riſe to reward them. 
Now this is the ſpecial Commendation of Divine Love, it doth not ariſe out of '[di-' 
gency as created Love, but out of Fulneſs and Redundancy. Our Saviour tells us'there 
1s 20ne good but God, Mat. 19. 17. not only in reſpe& of the Perfe&tion' of that At-' 
tribute, as it is in God in a tranſcendent manner ; but as to the Effets of his Goodneſs, 
| which are merely for the Benefit of the Receiver. He 3s only rich in Mercy, to whom" 
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ins is wanting, Or profitable. The mot liberal Monarch doth not always eive, 
a7 ay rag ws ; Put Fl Sabjols,: . And where there is an expectation of Service for 
WWY-, the Support of the Giver, 'tis Tra & and no Gift. Human Aﬀection is begotten, and 
pp £9 by ſomething without ; but the Love of God is from within : The Miſery of 
the Creature is'thE'o6&aſion, btt the cauſe of it is from himſelf. "And how free was 
that Love, that causdithe infinitely bleſſed God todo fo much for our recovery, as if 
bis Felicity were imperfef without ours! ALLIES [ILINGP 1 
' It doth not prejudice the Freeneſs of Redeeming Mercy, that Chriſt's Perſonal Glory 
was the Reward of his Sufferings. | OE | 
- x:**Tis true; that- our Redeemer for the Foy that was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, 
deſpifcng\ the ſhame, and is ſet down'at the right Hind of the Throne of God, Heb. 12. 2. 
But he 'was not firſt drawn to the undertaking of: that hard Service by the Intereſt of 
the Reward. For if we conſider him in his Divine Nature, be was the ſecond Perſon in 
the Trinity, equal to the firſt; he poſſeſt all the Supreme Excellencies of the Deity ; 
and by affuming our Nature, the only Gain he purchas'd to himſelf was to be capable 


of 


of loſs. for the accompliſhing our. Salvation. © 'Such was the Grace of our Lord "Jeſus 


Chrifs, that being rich, yet for our ſakgs he became poor, that we through his Poverty might 


: + FP 


be made rich, 2 Cor. 8. 9. And although his Human Soul was encouraged by the 
gloriots Recompence the Father promiſed, to -make him King and Judge, of the 
World; yet his Love to Man was not kindled from that Confideration, neither js it 
leſſened by his obtaining of it. For immediately upon the Union of the human Na- 
ture to-the Eternal Son, the higheſt Honour was due to him. When the firſt-begotten 
was, brought into the World, 'twas faid, Let all the Angels of God worſhip him, Reb. 1. 
6. The Sovereign Power in Heaven and Earth was his Inheritance, annext to the Dig- 
nity. of his Primogeniture : The Name above every Name was a Preferment due to his 
Perſon : He voluntarily renounc'd his Right for a time, and appeared in the form of 7 
Servext upon our account, that by humbling himſelf he might accompliſh our $alva- 
tion, ' He entred into Glory after a courſe of Sufferings, becauſe the Oeconomy of our 
Redemption ſo requird; but his original Titfe to it was by the perſonal Union. To 
' illuſtrate this by a. lower Inſtance: ''The Mother of Moſes was call'd to be his Nurſe by 
Pharaoh's Daughter, with: the Promiſe of a' Reward, as if ſhe had no Relation to 
| him. | Now the pure Love of a Mother, not the Gain of a Nurſe, was the Motive 
() Chriſtus that enclin'd her to nouriſh him with her Milk (»). Thus the Love of Chriſt was 
enim per nd- the primary aCive Cauſe that made him liberal to us of his Blood ; neither did the juſt 
turam bonus Expettation of the: Reward take off from it. | | 
props The Sum is this: The effence of Love confiſts in deſiring the Good of another 
chem, de without reſpect to our ſelves 3 and Love is ſo much the more free, as the Benefit we 
| on give to another is leſs profitable, or more damageable to us. Now among Men *tis 
umdeleftarit, umpoiiible that to a vertuous Benefattor there ſhould not redound a double Benefit. 
non quia in-  T.. From the eternal Reward which God hath promiſed. And, 
Gloriz ex ſua - 2. From- the internal Beauty of an honeſt Action, which the Philoſopher affirms, 
rags doth: exceed any loſs that can befal us. For if one dies for his Friend, yet he loves 
' bimfelf moſt, for he would not chuſe to be leſs vertuous than his Friend, and by dy- 
ing-for him he excels him in Vertue, which is more valuable than Life it ſelf. But to the 
Sox of God no ſuch Advantage could accrue; for being infinitely boly and happy in his 
Effence, | there can be no Addition to his Felicity or Vertues by any External Emanation 
from him.:" His Love was for our Profit, not his. own. 
2. The freene(s of God's Mercy is evident by conſidering there was no tye upon him 
to-diſpenſe it. Grace ſtrickly taken differs from Leve : For that may be a Debt, and 


without Injuſtice not denied. There are inviolable Obligations on Children to love 


their Parents 5 and Duty lefſens deſert : The performance of it doth not ſo much de- 
ſerve Praiſe, as the Neglet merits cenſure and reproof. But the Love of God to Man is 
& pure, free, and liberat AﬀeQtion, no way dve. The Grace of God, and the Gift by 
Garace hath abounded unto man; , Rom.-5. 15. The Creation was an Effuſion of Good- 
ne(s; much more Redemption. | [hor art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, 
and Power : for thou baſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure they are, and were created, 
CV. 4. IT. 'Tis Grace that gave Being to the Angels, with all the Prerogatives that a- 
dorn their Natures: 'Tis Grace that confirm'd them in their original Integrity. For God 
OWwS them nothing, and they are nothing to him. ' 'Twas Grace that plac'd Adam in Para- 
diſe, and made him as a viſible God in the lower World. And if Grace alone diſpenſed 
Benefits to: innocent Creatures, mach more to thoſe who are obnoxious to Juſtice : The firſt 


Was free, but this is merciful. And this leads to the fecond Confideration, which exalts 
redeeming Love. © + 75 207 
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The Objedt of it is Man in his pſd 6 roma In this pur me 


prevented him at the beginning. In the ani as there was no Object to! indiee; id 
nothing repugnant to. Man's Being and Ha 


—_— x Fe Duſt of the Earth didl:not merit 
ſach an excellent Condition as it received from the pure Bounty of God ;; but thete' 


no moral. Ulnworthineſ$;-But the Grace of the Goſpel hab adder Ol, the W' etch: 


ed and Unworthy, and it ptodices different Operations p 
ſoming and delivering, and: hath a peculiar CharaQter amon 4 Divine! Ateribaths 
'Tis Gogdnelſs that.crowns the Angels, but 'tis Mercy, the Santuari of the Guiley;! and 
Refuge of the Miſerable, ithat faves Man;:: "The Scrin e hath; conſecrated! the Natye” of 
Grice? ina ſpecial matiner, to fignify the _ ip 
recovering us from our, juſtly deſerved Miſery. ' We are juſtifed fre 7 by bis Gract,/Rom. 
3. 24. By Grace we: are ſaved, 'Eph..'2. 5. Gracei\and Truth is vote ie /#;-John 
1 '$lotyont iy 


I. 17. 17s the Grace of God that brings Salvation; Tit2,5 11: * 
manifeſted towards. May in that, 1. Confidered in "himſelf he is'1 
It. f 2. As compated with the fallen Azgp who are + left mdey- 
Miſery. - - VSK0  DOEH: 
Firſt; Man conſidered in himſelf i is umforchy of the Favour of God. The aſl 
Motives: of Love are, Wot 
x. The Goodneſs of Things or Perſons, This is the gal AlbeiSive of the! afional 


Appetite : There is fuch a raviſhing Beauty in it, that it powerfully calls forth Aﬀettion. 
When there is an Unioh of amiable Qualities in 4 Perſon," ay" one” fads ai Mire- 


Five. 
2. A Conformity ; in Diſpoſition bath a ty force to beget Love. Reſemblance is 
mighty fore beget Love, Reta Dgeth 


"Px 4 fy 5 X + 
+ 22523. yo & 


the common Principle of Union in Nature 


Senſitive Creatures aſſociate with thoſe of their kind; - And Love, which is an-aff 


nate Union and voluntary Band, proceeds from a ſimilitude of Wills and Inctinations. 


The Harmony of 'Tempets is the. ſtrongeſt arid fweeteſt tie of Friendſhip, - 
Love 1s att innocentand 


powetful.Charm to p Love :\ 'T'is: of univerſe. Vie 
tue, and, known by all the Warld (#) None: areof fiich an ucinatural Hardneſs, .bur'the; 

are ſoftnied. and receive impreſſion from it. Now there are none. of. theſe: Indr cetnent 
to incline God to love Man. 


x. He was utterly deſtitute of moral Goodneſs ks the exa(t  Temperumee of th Be 
dy, ſo the order arid beauty of the Son, was fpoit & by Sin. xr 


fooatitn and Detilemients. The Love of: God makes us erat bur roang not finds: ya ne, fi vis ame 


and admirable Favour of God: in 


Rederption is a free: Favour, notexcited by'the thotth of Itim that receives it: burthe * os 5a 


Grace of him that diſpenſes'it; 'Hereith Gbd commiendedt. his Love to nv; that white av were * 
Siuners Chriſt died forine; Rom. 5:8. Our Goodtzeſs was not"the Fhotive of hid" ,OVE 
but his; Love the Original of our: Goodneſs. ; i cho Patt; BRI 1H, 
2,-\There is a fixed, Contrariety in the cotrtiptett Nature of Mari roche holy Nana 
Wull of God; For-which he is not only. unworthy of his Love, dutwrorhy of kisWiarh. 
We: are. oppoſite 10-Flie in or Ninds, Aﬀetions,-atid' Attions A: , 
ſeated. in 4j} our Fatulties,. | How ungquidlifie&-wene-we for his'Love? There"is le 
Holineſs in-Him,-. y he is ettrhally. oppotite » to: all Sin, = REN 1 mite 
to Singers in faving then from? Mifery.' oo ; 
+7247 There was-natthedeaſhfpath of Chovel in Man two God 3; Nenht oſt | 
Beanry ape. Boungyit tos, (4 So gl $,54, a ofa ew genres: 


het. abs oh rhe For lore ps 
deſerved they are | rh wh oaromary : that: them: 
; buf {pon ya wor hn 4 Propitiatic 


love, not that ive: lowed C A 3, ge E, 
our; Sine, 1 Joh. 4 ro We mere Rebeloagrin on, and atEtmity with je Prince 
Life, yet; then te gaze : forius.} 2 36d 03 £24: 10 91G6q89 &] O3 $7145} 3 mobi 


Ir will further ont Salvation comes frotn pure Favour, if we:confider Man 
not only. as 4Tebellious Enemy" God, os ea Ln. -withoorPower © 
reſiſt; Juſtice; and: without AﬀetSon/: to  rSodnetit 
Prince may induce” him-to ſpare the 


2008 ay areFf FRY Maltzodo WThe gy. 5p empes 

rotg for Davi tis nat {cy tO 
condition; is deſcrihed:by the. Es 15. Gai That's 
out ſtrength, then Chriſt ied for us, Man 162 
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The Harmony of the Droine Attributes 


Heaven. How unable is heto encounter with offended Omnipotence > How eaſily can 
God deſtroy him, when by his ſole Word he made him? If he unclaps his hand that 


- ſuppores all things, they will preſently relapſe into their firſt Confuſion. The whole 


World of Sinners was ſbut xp, utterly unable to repel or avoid his Diſpleaſure : And 
what amazing Love is it to ſpare Rebels that were under his feet? When a Mar finds bis 


enemy, will be let him go well away? 1 Sam. 24. 9. But God, when we were all at his 
Mercy, ſpar'd and fav'd us. 


Beſides,” Rebels ſometimes ſollicit the Favour of their Prince by their Acknowledg- 
ments, ' their Tears and Supplications, the Teſtimonies of their Repentance: But Man per- 
ſiſted in his fierce Enmity, and had the Weapons of defiance in'his hands againſt his 


Creator z he trampled on his Laws, and deſpiſed his Deity ; yet then the Lord of Hoſts 


became the God of Peace. In ſbort, there was nothing to call forth the Divine Com- 
fon. bat our Miſery : The Breach began on Man's part, but Reconciliation on God's 
ercy . ou his melting Eye, and prevented not only our deſert, but our ExpeQation 
and Deſires. The Deſign was laid from Eternity. God forefaw our Sin and our Mi- 
ſery, and appointed « Saviour before the Foundation of the World, 1 Pet. 1. 20. Twas 
the moſt early and pure Love to provide a Ranſom for us before we had a being ; there- 
fore we could not be deſerving, nor deſirous of it z and after we were made, we deſerv'd 
nothing;bue Damnation. - 

2. The Grace of God eminently appears in Man's Recovery, by comparing his State 
with that of: the- fallen Angels who are left under Miſery : This is a ſpecial Circumſtance 
that magnifies the Favour ; and to make it more ſenſible to us, it will be convenient 
briefly to conſider. the firſt State of the Angels, their Fall, and their Puniſhment. 

God in creating the World, formed two Natures capable of his Imageand Favour, to 


glorify and enjoy him, Angels, and Men ; and plac'd them in the principal Parts of the 


Univerſe, Heayen and Earth. DOSE 

The Angels were the eldeſt Off-ſpring of his Love, the pureſt Produdtions of that ſu- 
preme-Light: Man in his beſt State was inferior to them. A great number of them kept 
wot their firſt State ( Pal. 8. 5.) of Integrity and Felicity. Their Sin is intimated 1n 


| dons ap z Ordain not a Novice, left being lifted up in Pride, he fall into the Condemnation 


the Devil, x Tim. 3. 6. That is, leſt he become guilty of that Sin which brought a 
evere Sentence oh the Devil. The Prince of Darkneſs was blinded with the luſtre of 
his own Excellencies, and attempted upon the Regalia of Heaven, affetting an indepen- 
dentState. : He difavow'd his Benefator, inrich'd with his benefits. And in the fame 


moment he with his Companions in Rebellion were baniſhed from Heaven. God ſpared 


not. the Angels that ſinned, but cait them down to Hell, and deliverd them into Chains of 


| Darkpeſs 'to.be reſerv'd wnto Judgment, 2 Pet. 2. 4. Mercy did not-interpoſe to avert of 


ſuſpend their Judgment, but immediately they were: expell'd from the Divine Preſence. 
A Solemai Triumph in Heaven followed : A Voice came out of the Throne, ſaying, Praiſe 
our Gotl-all ye bis Servants : and there was. as it were the Voice of mighty Thundrings, ſay- 
ing.\ Hallelsjab, for the Lord God 'Omrtpotent reigns. They are now- the moſt ' eminent 
Examples of;revenging Wrath. | Their preſent Miſery is PIs, and they expect 
worſe,;i:When-our Saviour caſt ſome of them outof the poſſeſt Perſons, they cried out, 
Mark 1. Art thou come to torment us before our time #''Miſerrimum 'eit timere cum ſpercs 
nibilzi tithe height'of Miſery to have riothing to hope, and ſomethifig to fear. ' ' Their 


' Guilt is attended with Deſpair ; they-are in Everlaſting Chains; He that carries the Keys 


of Hell and:Death will never open their Priſon. - If *the Sentence did admit a Revocation 
after: million of Years, their torment would be nothing in compariſon of what it- is : 
Forcthe longeſt meaſure of. Time bears':no proportion to Eternity; and Hope would 
allay:the: ſenſe/ of the: preſent ' Sufferings with the proſpect of future Eaſe; 'But 'their 
Jadgmentas irreverfibley chey are under the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. There is not 
the leaſtiglimipſe of hope'to allay their Sorrows; \no Star-light to ſweeten the Horrors of 
tharrEternal Night; [They are. fer} pere, that: can never be redeemed. It werea kind 


of Pardon to them to be capable of Death : But God will never be:fofar reconciled, as 


to @mhilate-them.: Hir: Auger ſhall-be accompliſhed, and bis Fury veſt upon them ;, Ezek. 
3-5:7bifimortality, the privilege-of their:Nature, 'mfinitely increafes their Torment: For 
when the: iderſtanding;'by a ſtrong andattive! Apprehenſion,) hath a terrible and un- 
bounded proſpect of tlie:continuance-of their. Sulferings; that what is Intolerable'muſt be 
Eternal; this/1nexprefibly exaſperates their Miſery :' There wants'a word beyond Death 
to (et; it forth; This is the condition of the ſinging; Angels, and God might have dealt 
in'as tri Juſtice with; Rebelſious Man. .'Tis true,” there are many Reaſons may be aſ- 
fbgne&why'ithe Wiſdom: of God thade'no provigen for their Recovery. 
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| x. It was moſt decent that the firft Breach of the Divine Law ſhould be pomtb'a ; 
j ſecure Obedience for the future. Prudent Lawgivers are ſevere againſt Ot Tran 
; greſſors, the Leaders in Diſobedienice : He that firſt reſumed to break the Sabbath; was 
by God's Command put to Death. And Solomon the King of Peace, puniſh'd the fir 
attempt upon his Royalty with Death, tho' in the Perſon of his Brother... . + 
2. The Maligoity of their Sin was in the higheſt degree ; For ſuch was the clearneſs of 
the Angelical Underſtanding, that there was nothing of Ignorance nd Deceie 16 Telſen 
the voluntarinelſs of their Sin : 'Twas no Miſtake, but Malice: 'They fell in the Light of 
Heaven, and rendred themſelves incapable of Mercy.-:+As under the Law, thoſe who 
ſinned with 4 hi h hand, Heb. 9- 7. t:15, not out of Ignorance or -lanbecillity; _ to 
leaſe their Pal ons, but knowingly and proudly deſpiſed the Command, their Pre- 
ny e7 was inexpliable, no Sacrifice was appointed for it. And the Goſ, |, tho'.the 
Declaration of Mercy, yet excepts thoſe who fin the great Tranſpreſſion apainſt res Il 
ly Ghoſt. Now of ſuch a nature was the Sin. of the Rebellious Ahpels, (Phil. 3.) it 
being a contemptuous Violation of God's Majeſty, and: therefore unpatdonable.' Be: 
ſides, they are wholly Spiritual Beings, without any: eV of Fleſh, and o. fell to- the 
utmoſt in Evil, . there oy nothing to ſaſpend the intireneſs of their Will : Whereas 
che Haman Spirit is more ſlow by its Union with the Body. ' And that which 'extreathly 
ETY their Sin is, that. it was committed in the ſtate of perfe& Happineſs. They 
diſpiſed the full Fruition of.God : 'Twas ;therefoxe congruous to the Divine Wiſdom 
that their final Sentence ſhould depend ypon: their firſt , Eletion : Whereas Man's, Re- 
joy a though inconcetvably great, was againſt a lower Light and leſs Grace diſpenſed 
to NIM. F | 49 be f LY EO BE SY 
3. They finn'd without a Tempter, \andiwere not in the ſame Capacity' with Mix 
be reſtor'd by a Saviour. . The Devil is an Original Proprietor in &n. Tis wr Frocls 
Joha 8. 44. Man was beguiled by the Serpent's Subtilty : As he fell. by another's. Ma- 
lice, ſo he is recover'd by another's Merit. SE WS by. Tones 
4- The Angelical Nature was not intrely loſt : Myriads of bleſſed Spirits ſtill conti 
nue in the place of theit Innocency and Glory, and for ever aſcribe to the Great Creat 
; that incommunicable Honotr, which is due to Him; and perfeQaly do his Cormmindmets 
R Pſal. 103. But all Mankind was loſt in Adam, and no Religion was left in the lower 


; World. 
; th" che Wiſdoni, 


x 5 


Now although in theſe and other reſpe&s it was moſt conſiſtent © 
and Juſtice of God, to conclude them under an irrevocable Doom, yet the priricipal 
Cauſe that inclin'd him to ſave Man, was niver and perfett Grice. ' The 'Law made avs 
diſtin&tion, but awarded the ſame Puniſhment : Mercy alone made the: difference -* Ang 
the reaſon of that.is in Himſelf,” Millions of them fell Sactifices ts Tultic 3g, 
Man was ſpared'; ''Tis not for the Excellency 'of out-Natutes, for Man i 
was lower than the Angels; nor upon the account of Service, for they 
minent Endowments of Wiſdom and Power,” might have brou 
God ; nor for our Innocence, for though nottqually: yet-we had his Th 
But it muſt be reſolved ito that Love w- PM pleds was the unaccountable 
Pleaſure of God that prefer d Babes befor wd Predent, Mat. 11. and havin 
- ritsz He did not'put forth bis hand to help' them; and: real the foie of - the 
; He did nothing for their Relief, they are under an«l{4jeil-Wrath > But He" too 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


——— 


_ The Greatne ſ. s of Redeering Love diſcovered by confidering the Ewils from 
which we are freed. The Serwitude of Sin, the Tyranny of Satan, the Bon- 

. doge of tbe Law, the Empire of Death. _ The wegſnre of Love is proporti- 
.enable.to the degrees of our Miſery. No poſſſ ible Remedy for us in Nature. 
' Oxr Deliverance is ; leat.” The Divine Love is magnified in the Means 
'by y which o our Redeemer ir accompliſ 'd. They are the Tncarnation and Suf- 
Þ: efack of the Son of God, Love is Senifeſted 3 in the Incarnation, upon the 
' @ceonnt of the eſſential Condition of the Nature ofſumed, and its Servile State. 
Chriſt 200k owr Nature after it bad hoft its Innocency. The moſt evident 
Proof of God's Lowe is in the Sufferings of Chriſt. The deſcription of them 
with reſpe& to bis Soul and Body. ſuſferings of bis Soul ſet forth from 
the Cauſes of his Grief; The Diſpo tion of Chriſt, and the Deſign of God 
in offlifing Him: . The Sorrows bis ny A State. All comforting Influ- 
© Enices were ſuſpended, but without Prejudice to the Perſonal Union, or the 
"*PerfeSion of bis Grace, or the Love of bis Father towards bim. The Death 
.,1 of tbe Crols conſidered, with reſpe& to the Ignominy and Torment that con- 
.currd in it. The Love of 1 the Father and YE Chriſt amplified upon wed acs 


* onnt of bis enduring it. | Ez 


7 HE next Circumſtance. | to. be conſider ai in the Divine A TOER is the i Acgree of it: 
” And this is deſcribed by che Apoſtle in all the dimenſions which can fignif 
greatneſs. He prays for the Epheſcans, Epheſ. 3. 18. that they xray be able to hg 
wh All Saits, the breadth, and length, and depth, and height of the Love of God in Ch 
which paſſes Knowledges. No e oe is ſafhcient to expreſs i it: If our Hearts were 2s 
large as: the Sand .on. the Sea-ſhore, Fett were FP oo {traitto comprehend it.. Butalthough 
1s 


we annat arrive te the fect no 3 of; this excellent Love, yet tis our Duty to | 
udy it. with. the a Appli ono of Mind; 6 for our Happineſs depends upon it , 
nd: 19. far we.ma poo as to inflame ur. Hearts Was 2 Superlative -AﬀeCtion to 


. And. Fog 7 diſcovery which here we defire, and ſearch after, in the future State, 
be obtained by.the Pence and Light of our VRINeeT. Now the Greatneſs. of 


Divine Li 2 Of PEE IPOne APP 
I» By, reflec) on or mah y Evils Le which 1 we are freed. 


4 be ned nFal 3: Pſa. 49- 20. And as. there B no mid le 

Miſery, . he that falls from, t x Wy Fon ſto Ws not till le 

Man, fell from IP: nd. the .01g innocent 
is ynde eniche Sexyigude Sf Fin, th the; Tyranny 


AP —y 4 He Ja. jo Coun, wade the 
my e,,Hated,, 09 Fans Bang, et 906 2 

ther { ingi ag Aons (of which is tr true what Solinxs ;{peaks. of f the 1 ſeveral kinds ff 
Serpents in Africa, Luantus nominumt tantus mortinm numerns ) exerciſe a Tyranny over 
him. And if »o Mar car ſerve two Maſters, as our Saviour tells us, Mat. 6. 24. how 
wretched is the Slave er of Man, whoſe Paſſions are ſo oppoſite, that in obeying one, he 
cannot eſcape the Laſh of many Imperious Maſters ? He 1s poſſeſt with a Legion of im- 
pure Luſts. 7's as the Demoniack in the Goſpel was ſometimes caſt into the Fire, and 
lometimes into the Water ; ſo is he hurried by the Fury of contrary Paſſions. This Ser- 
viude to Sig 1s in all reſpedts compleat. For "ok who ſerve, are either born ſervants, 

or bought with a price, or made Captives by force : and Sin hath all theſe kinds of Title 
to Man. Hes conceived and born in Sin, Plal, 51. He is ſold under Sin, Rom. 7. And cd 


ſells 
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in Contriving Man's Res JI 


; ſells himſelf to do evil, Iſa. 28. 15, Asthat which is (old paſſes imothe Poſſeſſion 'of the (At?) 

Buyer, {o the Sinner exchanging himſelf for the Plealures of Sin, is underits Pow-' _——_—, 

: er. Orighns Sin took Poſſeſſion of our Nature; and'Attual of: our Lives, "He's the” 

; Servant of Corruption by. yielding:to it': For of -whomi a man if overcome; of Be fanw 
| Ts br ought i” Banaage, 2.,Pet. 2. 1 9. The condition:of«the moſt: wretched BO 1! Vv 
more {weet and leſs ſervile.than that-of 4 Sinner. - For The: ſevereſt Tyrant 

_ only upon the Body, the Soul retnains'free- in. themidſt of 'Chaits 3 Sl C3 
owuTs Bodies, Rev. 18. 13. but the Power of :Sir 6ppreſſes the S6ul, the tnoſt *nodle 
Part, and defaces the bright CharaQter of the Deiry. thatwas ſtampt upon its Viſage. ' The 
worlt Slayery 8 terminated with this preſent Life:-" ]x #+he Grave # e Priſoners ' veſt toge- 
ther, they hear not the Voice of the Oppreſſor.' The ſmall arid the great are there, ani} the Ser- 
want is free frow his Maſter: Job. 3. 18; 19. But there 'is no exemption from this Servi- 
tude by Death, it extends 4tſelf to Eternity”: Oo 

2. Man ſince his Fall is. under the Tyranny of Satan, who is call'd the' God of this 

IVorld, and is more abſqlute than all temporal: Princes, his Dominion being: ovet "the 
Will. He overcame Maz in Paradiſe, and by the right of War rites over hint. The 
Soul is kept in his Bondage by ſubtile -Chains,. of which the ſpiritual 'Nature is capable. 
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The Underſtanding is captivated by Ignorance and'Errorsz the Will by inofdinate and - 
dangerous Luſts ; the Memory by the Imapes- of finful Pleaſures, thoſe mottal Viſions - E 
ſo incompafiionately urge his Slaves to.play their Oars in oh ping,” of flying from an 
Enemy, as Satan 1ncites thoſe who are his Captives to do bis Wa 2 Tiin. 2. 26. And 
can there be a more afflicting Calamity, than to be the'$lave of -ones” Enemy, eſpecially 
if baſe and cruel 2 This is the Condition of 'Man, he is a Captiveto the Devil, who was 
a Liar, and a Murderer from the Begining. He is under the Rage of that bloody Ty- 
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| of the,guilty Conſcience. - It proceeds from infinite Juſtice, and is executed by Almighty 
: j- - Power, 
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FAN Power: and contains eminently all kind of Evils... A Lake of flaming Brimſtcne, and 
Chap. 9. whatever.is moſt dreadful to Sexſe, is but an imperfect Alluſion to repreſent it” © 

WYNY. And:bow great is. that-Love which: pitied and reſcued us from Sin and Hell?” This (a- 

| ving:Mercy'is ſet.out-for its Tenderneſs'and Vehemence by the commotion of the Bowels, 

at the ſight of one-in-miſery, Lake 1. 78. eſpecially-the working of the Mother, when 

any Evil .befals her Children : Such! an inward. deep' reſentmert'ot our Diſtreſs was 1n 

the Father of. Mercies-;' Wher we were in. our blood, ' He ſaid unto us, Live, 'Fzek.'16. 6. 


L- 


And:that,which farther;diſcovers the eminent degree'of his Lovelis this ; 'He' might have 


been unconcerned with,our Diſtreſs;; and left us. under Deſpair of Deliverance. There | 
is a Compaſſion which ariſeth from Self-love, when the ſight of 'anbthers Miſery ſurpri- 
ſes'us; + and, affeQs in ſnch-a manner. as to diſturb our Repoſe, *and imbitter -onr_ Joy, by 
conſidering,our liableneſs- to: theiſame'Troubles, and from hence we are enclin'd to hel; 
them. And there is a Compaſſion that proceeds.from: pure Love'to'the miſerable, who 
the Perſon:that expreſſes it, is aboyezall the afſaults'ob Evil, and 'incapable'of all Aﬀeci- 
_ ons that, might leflen his Felicity, and: yet applies 'himſelf to relieve the afflicted; and 
ſuch was God's towards Man. ;.-'. DAG ODE, 0 bat | : g ET ; 
: If it had been ajtolerable Evil under which we wete falri, the Mercy that recovered us 
had been:le(s: ; For Benefits are valued 'by the necetlity of the Receiver. But Man was diſ- 
inheryed, of. Paradiſe, an Heir of. 'Hel, his Miſery was inconcetvably great. , Now the 
meaſure of God's Loyeis proportionable to the Miſery from whence we are redeemed. If 
there.-had, been any poſſible Remedy for us in Nature, our Engagements had not been fo 
great 7 But-only Hethat created us by his Power; icould: reſtore us by his Love. Briefly, 
it magnifies the Divjze Compaſſion, ! that our Deliverance is full and intire. Tt had been 
adoyrable Favour to have zvitigated our Miſery,: but we have a'perfet Redemption ſweet- 
ned by.the.remembrance of thoſe. dreadful Evils:that oppreſt us. As the three Hebrew 
Martyrs..came .unhurt out of the [fiery Furnace, "The.hair of their Heads were not ſinged, 
zor their Coats changed, nor the ſwell of) the Fire had paſſed 'on them, Dan. 3. 27, So the 
Saints aboye. have no marks of Sin or; Miſery remaining. upon them, not the leaſt ſpot or 
 wrink{e tobþlaſt their Beauty, nor the leaſt trouble:to diminiſh their Blefſedneſs ; but for e- 
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ver poſſels the fulnefs of Joy and Glory, a;pure and triumphant Felicity. , 

- .. 2. The Greatneſs of the Divine Love towards faln Man appears in the means by which 
our Redemption is accompliſh'd. ; And:thoſe areithe [rcarnation and Syferings of the Son 

of God... The Incarnation manifeſts this Love: upon a double account. 2 

I. In regard of the efſential condition of the Nature he affum'd. 

-2+,165 Servile State and Meanne(s,;., oO BE 
. 1: The eflential Condition of the;jHumane! Nature afſum'd by our Redeetner diſcovers 7 
his tranſcendent.Lovs to.us. , For, what proportion is'there between God and Man ? In- | 
| finiteand Finite are nqt, Terms that; admit Compariſbn,asGreater-and Leſs ; but are diſtant, 
as:All and Nothing; ,t The whole World befiare him,' is but as the drop of the Bucket that 
bath ſcarce-weight to fall; and the ſmall duſt of the Ballance, that is not of ſuch moment as 
to turn the Scales 5 itis ws,nothing, 'and counted leſs than nothing, and Vanity, Ila. 40. 15, 
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I7., The. Deity in. its, own, Natuxs includes: Independence ' and Sovereignty. To be a 
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Creature implies-Dependance and;Sabjeftion. : The Angelical Nature is infinitely inferi- 
our to the: Divine, 'and;Manyjis lower. than the? Angels'z yet the World was made Fleſh. 
Add to this, he was not made as Adam in.the:Perfeftion of his Nature, and beginning 
the firſt ſtep of his Life in: the fall exerciſe of Reaſon;''and Dominion over the Creatures, 
but he.came into the World by:the way, of a natural Birth, and 'dependence upon a mortal 
Creature., ..The Eternal, Wifdom'of. the. Father ſtoop'd to a ſtate of Infancy, which is 
moſt diſtant from that af Wiſdom,. wherein -though: the Life, yet the Light of the rea- 
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le Soul is not. yilible.;z. and the mighty'Gbd;itoa condition of Indigence and Infir- | 
mity. ; The Lord, ok, Nature ſubmitted: to;the-Laws of it. Admirable Love! wherein | 
God ſeemed to forget his own greatneſs, 'and the meanneſs of the Creature. This is more 
indeared to us by confdering, - , ol ks 298 TH EY 
- _ 2, The ſervile State-of; the Nature he aſſumed; An: account of this we have in the 
Words of the Apoſtle, Phzl. 2. 5, 6;::7, 8. Let this Mind be in you, which was alſo in 
 Chriit ; who being in the form of God, that is, enjoying the Divine Nature 'with all its 
Glory eternally, and. inyariably.. As ta;be' in the form of a King, ſignifies not only to 
be a King, but to have-all the, conſpicuous marks of Royalty, the Crown, Scepter, 
Throne, the Guards and State of:a King.. Thus our Saviour: pofleſt that Glory that is 
truely Divine, before he. took our Nature, po 17: 5. The Angels adored him in Hea- 
ven, and by him Princes reigned on the, Barth, Prov. 8. 15. Tis added, He thought it 
220 Robbery to be equal with God, Phil.i2. 6; that is, being the. efſential Image of the. 
Father, he had a rightful poſſeſſion of all his PerfeQions, yet he made himſelf of no Repu- | 
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tation, and-took upon him the form of a Servant, and was made in the likeneſs of Man - This A. Aw; 

is a. lower degree of Condeſcenſion,than the aſſuming the naked Humane Nature. A. Serv e Chap” 

is not {imply a Man, there being many Men of higher Quality, but a Man in a low State. 

Now he that was in the Form of God, leflened himſelf into the Form of a Servant, that 

is, took the Humane Nature without Honour, attended with its Infirmities; So that by 

the viſible Condition of his Life, he was judged to be an ordinary Perſon, and not that 

under that meanneſs the Lord of Angels had been concealed. This will more diſtindly 

be underſtood, if we conſider the lowneſs. of - his ExtraQion, the poverty of his Birth,  - 

and the tenour of his Life whilſt he convers'd with Men. What Nation was, more. 

diſpicable in the eſteem of the World than the Jews £ yet of their ſtock Chriſt diſ- 

dained not to deſcend (5). And among the Fews none were more vilified than, the () The Jews 

Galileans, and in Galilee, Nazareth was a contemptible Village, and in Nazareth the Tacites, vill; 
Family of -Joſeph was very obſcure, and to him our Saviour was nearly allied. © His re- Rods hes fr 

| puted Father was a Carpenter, and his Mother a poor Virgin, that offered two Pigeons vain. Lib: 

tor her Purification. He firſt breathed in a Stable, and was covered with poor Swadling, * 

cloaths, who was Maſter of Heaven and Earth, and adorns all Creatures with their Glo 

ry. But love made him, who is Heir of all things, renounce the priviledge of his Su- 

pernatural Sonſhip. Inconceivable Condeſcenfion ! Therefore an Angel was diſpatcht 

trom Heaven, who appeared with a ſurprizing miraculous Light, the viſible CharaQter of 

his Dignity, to prevent the Scandal which might ariſe from the meanneſs of his Conditi- 

on, and to aſſure the: Shepherds that the Babe which lay inthe Manger, was the Redeem- 

er of the World, Lake 2. 12. The courſe of his Life was a Preface, and preparative for 

the Death of the Croſs. He had a juſt right to all that Glory, which a created: Nature 

perſonally united to the Deity could receive. An eminent inſtance of it there was in his 

Transfiguration, when Glory deſcended from Heaven to incompals him ; that. which 

was ſo ſhort ſhould have been continual, but he preſently returned to the lowneſs of his 

former Condition. The fulneſs of the God-head dwelt in him bodily, yet in his humble 

State he was voluntarily deprived of thoſe admirable Eftetts which ſhould proceed from 

that Union. Strange Separation between the Deity, and the Glory that reſults from it ! 

God is Light, and the Son is the brightneſs of his Father's Glory, yet in his Pilgrimage 

upon the Earth he was always under a Cloud. Aſtoniſhing Miracle ! tranſcending all 

thoſe in the compaſs of Nature, yet the power of Love effected it. He was made not 

only lower than the Angels, but leſs than all Men, Heb. 2. joyning ( Oh amazing Abaſe- 

ment |) the Majeſty of God, with the meanneſs of « Worm, Plal. 22. The b and 

Lofty One, whom the Prophet ſaw Exalted on a High Throne, Iſa. 6..,and all the Powers 

of Heaven in a Poſture of Reverence about him, was diſpiſed and rejeFed of Men, Iſa. 53. 

they turned their Eyes from him, not for the luſtre of his Countenance, but for Shame. 

If the Lord had afſumed our Nature in its moſt honourable Condition, and appeared 
in,its Beauty, the Condeſcenſion were infinite : For altho' Men are diſtinguiſh'd among 
themſelves by Titles of Honour, yet as two Gloworms that ſhine with an unequal Bright- 
neſs in the Night, are equally obſcured by the Light of the S#z- So all Men, thoſe that 
are adyanc'd to the moſt-eminent degree, as well as.the moſt ca and wretched, are.in 
the ſame diſtance from God. But rew 
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154 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
RXP cſpouſe our Nature, after it was depraved and diſhonourd with Sin 2 He was eſſential 
Chap. 9g. vere and Purity, yet He came us the ſimilitude of ſinful Fleſh, Rom. 8. 3. which to 
LYN ontward view was not different from what was really ſinful. He was the Holy Lawgi- 

yer, yet He ſubmitted to that Law, which made Him appear under the Character and 
Diſreputation of a Sinner. He paid the bloody Tribute of the Children of Wrath, being 
circumciſed as guilty of Aday''s Sin ; and he was baptiſed as guilty of his own. 

2. The moſt evident and ſenſible proof of the greatneſs of God's Love to Mankind, 
3s in the Sufferings of our Redeemer to obtain our Pardon. He 1s called in Scripture, 
A Man of Sorrows, 1a. 53. the Title ſignifies their Number and Quality. His whole Life 
was a continual Paſſion: He ſuffered the Contradi@ion of Sinners, who by their malicious 
Calumnies obſcur'd the luſtre of his Miracles and moſt innocent Actions: He endured 
the Temptations of Satan in the Deſert: He was often in danger of his Life: But all 
theſe were nothing in compariſon of his laſt Sufferings. . 'Tis therefore ſaid, That at the 
bare apprehenſion of them, He begar to be ſorrowful, as if he had never felt any Grief 
till then. His former Afiitions were like ſcatter'd drops of Rain: But as in the De- 
luge all the Fountains beneath, and all the Windows of Heaven above were opened ; So in 
our Saviour's laſt Safferings, the Anger of God, the Cruelty of Men, the Fury of Devils 

broke out together againſt him. And that the degrees of his Love may be meaſured by 
thoſe of his Sufferings, it will be fit to conſider them with reſpect to his Soul and his Bo- 
dy. The Goſpel delivers to us the Relation of Both. 

1. Upon his entrance into the Garden, He complains, My Soul is exceeding ſorrowful, 
ever unto Death. There were preſent only Peter, np and John his happy Favourites, 
who affured him of their Fidelity ; there wasno viſible Enemy to afflict Him, yet his Soul 
was environ'd with Sorrows. 'Tis eafie to conceive the Injuries he ſuffered from the Rage 
of Men, for they were terminated upon his Body ; but how to underſtand his inward 
Sufferings, the Wounds of his Spirit, the Croſs to which his Soul was nailed, is very 
difficult. Yet theſe were inexpreflibly greater, as the viſible EffeQts declare. The Anguiſh 
of his Soul ſoaffe&ed his Body, that his Sweat was it were great drops of Blood, the mira- 
culons evidence of his Agony. The Terror was ſo Areadful, that the aſſiſtance of an 
Angel could not calm it, And it we conſider the Cauſes of his Grief, the Diſpoſitions 
of Chriſt, and the Deſipn of God in afflifting him, it will further appear that no Sor- 
row was ever like his. The'Cauſes were, > | 

1. The Evil of Sin, which inconceivably exceeds all other : For the juſt 'meaſure of 
an Evil is taken from the Good 'to which it is oppoſite, and of which it deprives us. 
Now Sin is formally oppoſite to the holy Natore and Will of God, and meritoriouſly 
deprives of his bleffed Preſence for ever. Therefore God being rhe ſupreme Good, Sin is 
the fapreme Evil. And Grief being the Refentment of an Evil, that which 1s propor- 
tioned to the Evil'of Sinmuft'be infinite. Now the Lord Chriſt alone had perfect Light 
to diſcover Sin in its true Horror, and perfeC Zeal to hate it according to its Nature : 
For, who can 'tinderſtand the excellency of Good, and the malignity of Evil, but the 
Atifhor of the*Ont and the Fndye of the other > Who can fully conceive the guilt of 
Rebalion-aparnſt God, 'butthe Son of God, who is alone able to comprehend his own 
Majeſty 2 On this accotmit the grief of our Redeemer exceeded all the ſorrows of re- 
penting Sinners, from'the bepinning of the World. For our Knowledge is ſo imperfect, 
and our Zeal fo remifs, that our grief for 'Sin'is much beneath what *tis worthy of : But 
Sin was as hatefnl to Chriſt as it is in it ſelf, and his Sorrow was equal to its Evil. 

2. The Death he was to ſuffer, attended with all the Curſes of the Law, and the terri- 
ble tmarks of God's Indignation. From hence 'tis ſaid, He begar to be ſore amazed and 
fo be very heavy, Mat. T4. 34. 'Tis wonderfal that the Son of God, who had perfe& Pati- 
ence, dh g he 173 Enna to fupport him, who knew that his Paſſion ſhould 
ſoon pats away, ahd'thit the'IHae fhonld be his own glorious Reſurre&ion, and the reco- 
very of lapſed Mah, *thathefhonld be fhaken with Fear and oppreſſed with Sorrow at the 

RN EDaces of it: How many of the Martyrs have with an undiſturbed Courage em- 
braced-a more cruel Death ? But'to'them 'twas difarm'd ; whereas our Saviour encountred 
it with all its formidable Pomp, with its Darts and Poiſon. 

3. The Wrath of God 'was'mnflamed againſt him. For altho' he was perfe&ly inno- 
cent, and more diſtant from Sin'than Heaven is from the Farth, yet by the Ordination of 
God, and his own Conſent being made our Sponſor, the Iniquity of us all was laid upon 
him ; Ta. 53. He ſuffered as deeply as if he had been guilty. YVindi&ive Juſtice was in- 

| Exorable to his Prayers and Tears. Altho' he renewed his Requeſt with the greateſt Ar- 
dency, as 'tis ſaid by the Evangeliſt. That'being in an Agony, he prayed more earneitly, yet 

God would not ſpare 'hitm. The Father of Mercies ſaw his Son humbled in his Pre- 

fence proſtrate onthe Earth, yet deals with him in extream Severity. He was ſtricken, 
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ference, that Holineſs neceſſarily reſults from Union with God : For Sin being infinite- 


our Redeemer, will be. more: viſible i in. his vol ntary-.ſfub 


oe Eu oY 


in Contriving Mar s Redemption." 4 


ſmitten of * God, and affiifed. And who is able to conceive the wei whe of Gods Hand POW 
when he pupiſhes Sin according to its deſert > Who can underſtand the degrees of thoſe hap: -9. .. 
Sufferings when God exadts SatisfaQtion from one that was obliged; and _ to. make WV 
it 2 How piercing were thoſe Sorrows whereby Divine Juſtice, in nitely i incens'd. was 
be appeas'd > Who knows the conſequente of thoſe nds My God, my God, why 3 1p. 
forſaken me ? 'Tis impoſiible to comprehend, or repreſent thatgreat 84 terrible Myſtery. 
But thus much we may underſtand, That Holineſs and Glory being eſſential to the Deity; 
they are communicated'to the reaſonable Nattre when united to it : But with this wt 


ly repugnant to his Nature, makes a Separation between him and the Creature : But 
Glory and Joy are diſpenſed i in a free and arbitrary manner. This Dereli&ion of our. © 
Saviour muſt be underſtood .with reſpe& to the ſecond, not the firſt Communication; _ 
In the extremity of. his Torments all his AﬀeCtions were "innocent and regular, be- 
ing only raiſed to that degree, which the vehemency of the Obje& required. He . 
expreſt no murmur againſt God, nor anger againlt his Enemies, His Faith, - Love, Hu- 
mility, Patience were then in their Exaltation. But that glorious and unſpeakable \ Joy 
which in the courſe of his Life; the Deity conveyed to him, was then withdrawn. 
An impetuous torrent of pure unmixed Sorrows eoke into his holy Soal: He: felt no 
refreſbing Emanations, fo that having loſt the ſenſe of preſent Joy, there remained in 
his Soul only the hope of future Joy. And in that ſad moment, [his Mind was: ſo\in- - 
tent upon his Sufferings, that he ſeems to have been diverted from the attual .conl de- | 
ration of the Glory that attended the iſſue of them. : / STS 
Briefly, All comfortin Influences were ſuſpended, but without crejudice to Y Per- 
ſonal Union, or the Perfe&tion of his Grace, or to. the Love of his Father toward him. 
His Soul was liable to Sorrows, as his Body to Death.. For the Deity. is the Principle 
of Life as well as of Joy ; and as the Body of Chriſt wasthree days in the ſtate 'of Death, 
and the Hypoſtatical Union remained entire ; ſo;his:Soul was let for a time under the 

fearful impreſſions of Wrath, I was not ie aro from the Godh ead. - And: al h a ; 
he eflured whatever was.-neceſſary for the Expiation of Sin; yet all vicious -Evils; at 
Belp xemy, Hatred of God, and any other which are not inflifted by the Judge, but" in 
eſs are accidental to the Puniſhment, and proceed from the Weakneſs hae ick - d- 

ws of the Patient, he was not in the lealt, . rok Reid, whey his Father APP jv ar 


as Chriſt had the fulleſt joyment. and the bi Mt algae” ha God's Favor on. - 
His Enjoyment was raisd above what the moſt oh 2 Spirits are capable of :: All bis - 
Faculties were pure and vigorous,; never blunted with Sin, wy ry ma "united it to. 
the Deity. How.cutting then, was it -to his Soul, to. = ſulp 'from Vi - 
fion of God? To be divorc'd as it. were from bu y 
ways had within bim 2: IF all the Angels of Li Dag epriv'd, 
ry, the Loſs were not equal- to this dreadful: Light oy o ay ny. 0 Righteooſaa zef &@23-"As J 
if alk the. Stars were extinguiſh'd, the Darkneſs ws 65 not_ be; ſa.te rible,” as if [the Sur 
the Fountain of Light were put out. Whatever, his; Suferings-qwere. in kiodyg Feb in . 
degree they were anGwerabe o the fll.and juſt dlen of $1, and ſurpaſt the Powe 
of the Human or 4ngelical Nature to endure. by ſhort, his ſorrows me xe'onl) —__ 
by that Love which. procured them... - Ee s EET Sion trad re 
And as the Sufferings inflicted by. the Hand God: w he Bvil he 
declare the infinitenels of our Redeemer's Loveto,us. 'For the-further diſcovery;;of it, 
ris neceſſary to reflect upon his Death, which is ſet down by the Apoſtle echelo veſt de- 
gree of his Humiliation,--in which the ſucceſſion of. all. his Bodily; Sufferings is-included; 
it being, the Compliment. of all. And if, we conbiler ge quality-of cit, thei Gogdnaſs, of 


and Torment 3 and they eminently concur.in, the Deah.of the Grp NIE 
I. The greateſt Ignominy. attended i it, and. that i in "the account « Go Mien; AS, 
Honour is iz honorante,. and depend | Atnfan Lan ep £0e: 


Judgment of others., Now | in the account of 
is mierkles with Diſgrace ; Bat that. rect greestrom! 
ecuted privately is a favour, but to bemadea Spectacleto ultir 
honour of one that faffers.. When Death is ſpeedil ited the Tenſe, of Shame is pre= 
ſently paſt ;/ but to be expoſed to publick IS for: apy hours, \as. a M LeFactor; wh 
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whom the lownels of their Quality, or the EE VTATT VAS 
(4) Literigf any reſpe&t. Hence 'tis, that Cicero (a) to aggravate the Cruelty of Verres in cruci- 
money Fane fying a Romar Citizen, calls it a nameleſs Wicke eſs. No Eloquence could expreſs the 
bee ſupplicio [ndignity. ; | ; 
affect mnt 2. The pain of that Death was extreme, The Hands and Feet, thoſe parts wherein 
vi pene fierie, the complexion of the Nerves meet, and are of an exquiſite Senſe, were nailed. Cruci- 
Facts &ff ted Perions ſuffered a flow Death, but quick Torments : | They felt themlelves die. 
num Civem, Therefore in pity the Soldiers broke their Legs, to put a period to their Miſery. And 
Sets off ver- to compleat t eir Puniſhment, -they were judg'd unworthy to enjoy the priviledge of 
tended the Grave, repoſe in the Boſom of the Earth our common Viother, the laſt Conlolation 
necare, quid di- Of the Dead, but were expoſed as a Prey to Birds and Beaſts. 
ce 2.27% Now the Son of God endured no gentler nor nobler Death than that of the Croſs. 
Verbs quidem His pure-and gracious Hands, which were never ſtretcht out but to do good, were 
ſatis digno ta" pierced 3; and thoſe Feet which bore the Redeemer of the World, and for which the Wa- 
—_ "ail; ters had a reverence, were nail'd. His Body, the precious Workmanſhip of the Holy 
mode poteſt. Ghoſt, the Temple of the Deity, was deſtroyed. He that is the Glory of Heaven, was 
made the ſcorn of the Earth : The King of Kings was crucified between 1wo T hieves in 
 Feruſalem, at their Sacred Feaſt, in the Face of the World. His naked Body was ex- 
ſed on the Croſs for three hours, only covered with a Veil of Darkneſs. This was 
uch a ſtxpendions ſubmiſſion of the Son of God, that his Death aſtoniſht the UMverſe 
' Im another manner, than his Birth' and Life, his Reſurreftion and Aſcenſion. Univer- 
fal Nature relented at' his laſt Sufferregs. The Sw was ſtruck with horror, and with- 
drew its Light; it'did not appear crown'd with' Beams, when the Creator was with 
Thorns. - The Earth trembled, and the Rocks rent ; the moſt inſenſible Creatures fym- 
pathisd with him; and 'tis in this we have the moſt viſible inſtance of Divine Love to 
bi 6 Pony TIRE 
The Scripture diſtindly repreſent the Love of God in giving his Sor, and the Love 
of Chriſt m giving himſelf to 'die for Man, and both require our deepeſt conſj- 
deration,-'' |; | Ln | 
The Father expreſt ſuch an exceſs of Love, that our Saviour himſelf ſpeaks of it with 
admiration; Get fo loved the World, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believes on him ſhould not periſh, but- have everlaſting Life, John 3. 16. If Abraham's re- 
ſolution to offer his Son, was in the Judgment of God a convincing Evidence of his 
AﬀeGtion, Gez. 22. 12. how mach more is the-aQual facrificing of Chriſt the ſtrongeſt 
| proof of God's Love to us? For God had a higher Title to Iſaac than Abraham had : 
i The Father of Spirits hath a nearer claim, than the Fathers of Fleſh. Abraham's readi- 
neſs to offer up his Son was Obedience to a Command, not his own choice; *twas ra- 
ther an A of Juſtice than Love, by which he render'd to God what was his own. But 
God ſpared not his own Son in whom he had an Eternal Right: And he was not only free 
Obligation, 'butinot ſued to for our Salvation in that wonderful way. For what 
Humane or Angelical Underſtanding could have conceived ſuch a Thought, that the 
Son of God ſhould die for our Redemption ? The moſt charitable Spirits in Heaven had 
not a'glimmering Inclination towards'this admirable way of ſaving us. It had been an 
1mpious Blaſphemy to have defired it; ſo that Chriſt is the moſt abſolute Giſt of God to 
us. Beſides, the Love of Abrahax is to be meaſured by the Reaſons that might excite 
it ; For according to the amiableneſs'of the Obje&, ſo much greater is the Love that 
gives it. Many endearing Circumſtances made Iſaac the Joy of his Father : He was-an 
only Son, miraculouſly obtained, after many Prayers and long expectation of his Pa- 
rents, when natural Vigor was ſpent, and all hopes dead of having a ſurviving Heir ; 
he was in the Spring of his Youth, and the Root of all the Promiſes, chat in 'him a 
Progeny as numerous as the Stars,' and that the Meſjrah infinitely more worthy than all 
the reſt ſhould come; yet-at th& beſt he was an imperfe& mortal Creature, ſo that but 
a moderate affetion was regularly'du&to him. Whereas our Redeemer was not a meer 
Man, or an Angel, but God's only*begotten Son, which Title ſignifies his Unity with 
| him 
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in Contriving Man's Redemption. 


him in his State and Perfettions ; and according to the Excellency of his Nature, ſuch 
is his Father's Love to him. St. Joh repreſents to us that God is Love z not Charitable, 
and loving, that is too weak an Expreſſion, but Love it ſelf, The Divine Nature 
15 infinite efſential Love, in which other PerfeCtions are included. And he produces 
che ſtrongeſt and moſt convincing Teſtimony of it, John 4. 9g. In this was manifeſt the 

Godt us, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into the World, that we might 
live through him. The Love of God in all tewporal Bleſlings, is but faint in the compa- 
riſon with the Love that is expreſt in our Redeemer. As much as the Creator exceeds 
the Creature, the Gift of Chriſt is aboye the Gift of the whole World. Herein #s Love, 
faith the Apoſtle, that is the cleareſt and higheſt expreſſion of it that can be, God ſert 
his Son to be a propitiation for our Sins. The Wiſdom and Power of God did not alt to 
the utmoſt of their efficacy in the Creation, he could frame a more glorious World 


\ but the Love of God in our (ſtrange Salvation by Chriſt, cannot in a higher degree be 


expreſt. As the Apoſtle, to ſet forth how ſacred and inviolable God's Promile is, faith, 
Heb. 6. 17. that nk he could ſware by no Greater, he ſware by Himſelf, ſo when he 
would give the moſt excellent teſtimony of bis Favour to Mankind, he gave his Eter- 
na] Son, the Heir of his Love and Blefſedneſs. The giving of Heaven it ſelf, with all 
its Joys and Glory, is not fo perfett and full a demonſtration of the Love of God, as 


the giving of his Son to die for us. 


'Tis an endearing Circumſtance of this Love, that it warm'd the Heart of God from 
Eternity, and was never, interrupted in, that vaſt duration, Great Benefits that come 


from a ſudden fluſh of AﬀeCtion, are not fo highly eſtimable, as when diſpens'd with 


Judgment and Counſel : becauſe they do not argue in'the Giver ſuch a true valuation, 


and fixed Love of the Perſon that receives them. [The Spring-tide may be followed by 
_ as low an Ebb z the BenefaQor. may repent of his Fayours as ſpent in vain : But our Sal- 


vation by Chriſt is the Produ of God's Eternal” Thoughts, the Fruit of Love that e- 
ver remains. He was delivered by.; the; determingte. Counſel, and fortknowledge of God, 
N; we were before the Eyes, nay 


to ſuffer for us, 4@s 2. 23. Before the World began; 
in the Heart of God. And yet the continuance of this\Love through infinite: Ages paſt, 


Ll 


According to the rule of common eſteem, 4 preater. Love was" .expreſt to. wretched 
Man, than to Chriſt himſelf : For. we expend things, leſs valuable for thoſe-that are 
more precious; ſo that; God in giving: him. to die. for us, declar'd that our Salvation 
was more dear to him, than the Life of his only Son,', When\no mtaner Ranſom than 
the Blood Royal of : Heaven conld. purchaſe our Redemption; God. delighted in- the 
expence of that ſacred. Treaſure for. us, - It pleaſed the Lord to braiſe hire, 1h. 53. Tho 
the Death of Chriſt abſojutely conſider'd was the bigheſt provocation: of God's! diſplea- 
ſure, and, brought the;greateſt guilt-upan the Jews, To which Wrath' cawe whore thewe to 
the utterwoſt ; yet in reiped of the end,; namely the Salvation. of Men,  'twas the moſt 
gratefn] Offering to him, @ $qcrifice. of ſweet ſmelling ſavout, Epheſ. 5. 2. God repen- 


red that, be made Man, ;hut,aever that he redeem'd him. oh 412) 
And as the Love gf; the Father, ſo the Love of Chriſt appears jn a ſuperlative:man- 


ner in dying for us. , ; Greater Love hath no Man than this, that «a Man lay down bis : fe 
for his Friend, Jobn 15.,8, There is no kind of Love that exceeds the affeQtion which 
is expreſt in dying for angther : But there are divers degrees of it; :And the highsſt-.is 
to die for our;Egemes. The Apoſile ſaith, : Roto. -5...7. Perbaps for.s good Man 7p 
Obligations, to die for his Benefa&tor. Or ſome may from a generous Principle be will: 
ing with the loſs of their Lives to preſerve one, who is a general and publick good. 
But this'is a rare, and almolt incredible thing. Tis recorded as a miraculous Inſtance 
of the power of Love, that the two Scilian Philoſophers, Damon and Pithias, each 
had' Courage to die ior his Friend. For one of them being condemn'd to die by the 
Tyrant, and deſiring to give the Jaſt farewel to his Family, his Friend entred into Pri- 
ſon as his Surety to die for him, if he did not return at the appointed time. And he 
came to the amazement of all, that expeCted the Ifſne of ſuch a hazardous Caution. Yet 
in this Example, there ſeems to be in the Second, ſuch a confidence of the fidelity of 
the Firſt, that he was aſſured he ſhou]d not die in being a Pledge for him : And in the 
fhr(t 'rwas not meer Friendſhip, or ſenſe of the Obligation, but the regard of his own 


Honour that made him reſcue his Friend from Death. And if Love were the ſole Mo- 


tive, yet the higheſt expreſſion of it was to part with a ſhort Life, which in a little time 
mult have been reſigned by the order of Nature. But the Love of our Saviour was ſo 
pure and great, there can be no reſemblance, much leſs any parallel of it. For he was 
perfectly Holy, and ſo the priviledge of immortality was due to him, and his Life was 


infinitely 


Chap. - 9. 


158 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
AN) infinitely more precious than the Lives of Angels and Men, yet he Jaid it down, and 
Chap. 9. ſubmitted to a curſed Death, and to that which was infinitely more bitter, the Wrath of 
God. And all this for ſinful Men, who were under the juſt and heavy diſpleaſure of 
the Almighty. He loved ns, and gave himelf for us, Gal. 2. 20. If he had only inter- 
poſed as an Advocate to ſpeak for us, or only had acted for our recovery, his Love had 


been admirable; but he ſuffered for us. He is not only our Mediator, but Redeemer; 
(5) 2xi me not only Redeemer, but Ranſom (6). 


fantum e- 


mel dicendo fe TI Was Excellent goodneſs in David, when he ſaw the deſtruCtion of his People, to ot- 
ct, in reſet fer Himſelf and Family as a Sacrifice to avert the Wrath of God from them. ; But his 
ind 10 7g { Pride was the cauſe of the Judgment, whereas our Redeemer was perfectly innocent, 
fit mire, & 2 Sam. 24. 17. David interceded for his Subjeds, Chriſt for his Enemies. He receiv'd 
ang E154 the Arrows of the Almighty into his Breaſt to ſhelter us. He bore our griefs, and carried 
D Tom ſorrows ;, he was wounded for our tranſgreſſuons, he was bruiſed for our iniquities ;, the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are healed, Iſa. 53. 4, 5- A- 
mong the Rowans the Deſpotick Power was ſo terrible, that if a Slave had attempted up- 
on the Life of his Maſter, all the reſt had been crucified with the guilty Perſon.” But our 
' gracious Maſter died for his Slaves who had conſpird againſt him. He ſhed his Blood for 

thoſe who ſpilt it. | 
And the readineſs of our Lord to ſave us, though by the ſharpeſt Sufferings, magnifies 
his Love. When the richeſt Sacrifices under the Law wett inſufficient to. take away Sin, 
and no lower price than the Blood of God could*obtain our Pardon, upon his entring 1n- 
to the World to execute that wonderful Commiſſion which coſt him his Life, with what 
ardour of affeftion did he undertake it ! Lo I come to do thy will, O God, Heb. 10. 5, 6, 


7. When Peter from carnal Aﬀection looking with a more tender Eye on his Maſter's 


Life than our Redemption, deprecated his Sufferings, Maſter ſpare thy ſelf, he who was 


incarnate Goodneſs, and never quench'd the ſmoaking Flax, exprefles the ſame indigna- 
tion againſt him, Get thee behind me, Satan, as he did formerly againſt the Devil temp- 
ting to worſhip him; He eſteemed him the worſt Adverſary that would divert him from his 
Sufterings: He long 'd for the Baptiſa» of his Blood. And when Death was in his view, with 
all the Circumſtances of Terror, and the ſupreme Judge ſtood before him ready to inflict 
the juſt Puniſhment of Sin ; though the apprehenſion of it was fo dreadful that he could 
ſcarce live under it, yet he reſolved to'accompliſh his Work. Our Salvation was amia- 
ble to' him in his Agony. This is ſpecially obſerved by the | Evangeliſt, Fohz 13. 1. 
That Jeſus. having loved his own, he loved them to the end. When the Soldiers came to 
ſeize: upon him, though by one Word he could have commanded Legions of Angels for 
his reſcue, yet he yielded up himſelf to their Cruelty. "Twas not any defect of Power, 
but the ſtrength of his Love that made him to ſuffer. He was willing to be Crucified, that 
| _ we might be glorified : Our Redemption was ſweeter to him, than Death was bitter, by 
OE 9% Which-itwas to be obtained: 'Twas excellently ſaid by Phetecides (c), That God trans- 
re ogy formed himſelf into- Love when he made the World : But with greater reaſon 'tis ſaid by 
ziercxd. 9nd the Apoſtle, God is Love, when-he redeemed it. - 'Twas Love that by a miraculous con- 
2 deſcenſion took onr Nature, accompliſhing the deſire of the Myſtical Spouſe, Let hin 
kiſs me with the Uſes of his Mouth : Twas Love that ſtoop't to the form of a Servant, 
and led 'a/poor difpiſed Life here below ; ''Twas Love that endur'd a Death, neither eaſy 
not honourable, but moſt unworthy of the Glory of the Divine; and the Innocency of 
the:Humane Nature. | Love choſe to die on the! Croſs, that we might live in Heaven, 

rather than to enjoy that Bleſſedneſs, and leave Mankind in miſery. 
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Divine Mercy is magnified in the excellency of the ſtate to which Man is ad- 
wvanced. He is inricht with higher Prerogatives, under a better Covenant, 


RAS 
Chap. 10. 
WW 


entitled to a more glorious Reward than Adam at firſt exjoyed. The bu 


mane Nature is perſonally united to the Son of God. Believers are ſpiri- 
tually znited to Chriſt. The Goſpel is 4 better Covenant than that of the 
Law. It admits of Repentance and Reconciliation after Sin. It accepts 


of Sincerity inſtead of Perfe&ion. It affords ſupernatural Aſſiſtance to 


Believers, whereby they ſhall be vifiorious over all oppoſition in their way to 
Heaven. The difference between the Grace of the Creator and that of the 
Redeemer. The ſtability of the New-Covenant is built on the Love of God 
which is unchangeable, and the Operations of his Spirit that are effenal. 
The mutability and weakneſs of the Humane Will, and the firength of Temp- 
tations ſhall not fruſtrate the mercifal Deſign of God in regard of his EleQ. 
The glorious Reward of the Goſpel exceeds the Primitive Felicity of Adam, 
in the place of it, the bighefi Heaven. Adam's Life was attended with in- 
nocent Infirmities, from which the glorified Life is entirely exempt. The 
Felicity of Heawen exceeds the firſt, in the manner, degrees, and continu- 
ance of the Fruition. | 


HE Third Conſideration, which makes the Love of God fo admirable to. lapſed 
Man, is, the excellency of that State to which he 1s advanc'd by the Redeemer. 
To be only exempted from Death is a great Favour : The Grace of a Prince is eminent 
in releaſing a condemned Perſon from the Punifhment of the Law. This is ſufficient 
for the Mercy of Man, but not for the Love of God : He pardons and. prefers the guil- 
ty ; he reſcues us from Hell, and raiſes us to Glory z3 he beſtows Eternity upon thoſe 


who were unworthy of Life. The excellency of our Condition under the Goſpel will 


be (et off, by comparing it with that of Iaxocent Man in Paradiſe. Tis true, he was 
then in a ſtate of Holineſs and Honour, and in perfe& Poſſeſhon of that Bleſſedneſs 
which was ſuitable to bis Nature ; yet in many reſpeds our laſt ſtate tranſcends our firſt, 
and redeeming Love exceeds creating. 


If Man had been only reſtor'd to his forfeited Rights, to the enjoyment of the ſame 


_ Happineſs which was loſt, bis firſt ſtate were moſt deſirable; And it had been greater 


Goodneſs to have preſerv'd him innocent, than to recover him from ruin. As he that 
preſerves his Friend from falling into the hands of, the Enemy, by ititerpoling' between 


him and danger, in the midſt of the Combat, delivers him in a more noble manner, than 


by paying a Ranſom for him-after many days ſpent in woful Captivity. And that the 
Phyſician is more excellent in his Art, who prevents Diſeaſes, and keeps the Body in 


health and vigour, than another that expels them by ſharp Remedies. But the grace of 


the Goſpel hath ſo much niended our Condition, that if it were offer'd to our choice, 
either to enjoy the innocent State of Adam, .or the renewed by Chriſt, it were folly like 
that of our firſt Parents, to prefer the former before the latter. The Jubilce of the Law 
reltor'd to the ſame Inheritance ; but the Jubilee of the Goſpel gives us the Inveſtiture of 
that which is tranſcendently better than what we at firſt poſſeſt. Since the Day-ſpring 
from on High hath viftted us in tender Mercy, we are inrich'd with higher Prerogatives, 
and are under a better Covenant, and entitled to a more glorious Reward, than was due 
to Man by the Law of his Creation. 


Firſt, The Humane Nature 1s raiſed to an higher degree of Honour, than if Man had 
continued in his innocent State. 


I. By its intimate Union with the Son of God. He aſſum'd it as the (fit Inſtrument of 


our Redemption, and preferr'd it before the Azgelical, which (urpaſt Man's in his Pri- 


witive State. The fulneſs of the God-bead dwells in our Redeemer bodily, Col. 2. 9. From 
hence it is, that the Angels deſcended to pay Him homage at his Birth, and attended his 
Majeſty in his diſguiſe. The Son of Man hath thoſe Titles which are above the Digni- 
ty of any meer Creature z He is King of the Church, and Judge of the World ; he ex- 

ns erciſes 
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FAN erciles Divine Power, and receives Divine Praile. Briefly, The humane Nature in our 
Chap. 10. Redeemer is an Aﬀociate with the Divine z and being made a little lower than the An- 
LYVW gels for a time, is now advanced far above all Principalities ana Powers, Ephel. 1. 21. 


and accepts of Sincerity inſtead of Perfe&ion. 


2, Inall thoſe who are Partakers of Grace and Glory by the Lord Jeſus. Adam was 
the Son of God by Creation, but to be joyned to Chrilt as our Head by a Union fo in- 


| timate, that he lives in us, and counts himſelf incompleat without us, and by that Union 


to be adopted into the Line of Heaven, and thereby to have an Intereſt in the exceed- 


ing ereat and precious Promiſes of the Goſpel ; to be conſtituted Heirs of God, and Co-hejrs 


with Chriſt, are ſuch Diſcoveries of the Dignity of our ſupernatural State, that the low- 
eſt Believer is advanced above Adam in all his Honour. Nay, the Angels, though (u- 
perior to Man in the excellency of their Nature, yet are accidentally lower by the Ho- 
nour of cur alliance: Their King is our Brother. And this relative Dignity which 


| ſeems to eclipſe their Glory, might excite their Envy : But ſuch an ingenuous Goodneſs 


dwells in thoſe pure and bleſſed Spirits, that they rejoyce in our reſtoration and advance- 
ment. | 

To this I ſhall add, that as the Son of God hath a ſpecial relation to Man, ſo the 
molt tender AﬀeCtions for him. To illuſtrate this by a ſenſible Inſtance : Angels and 
Men are as two different Nations in Language and Cuſtoms, but under the ſame Empire : 
And if a Prince that commands two Nations ſhould employ one tor the fatety and pro- 
ſperity of the other, it were an Argument of ſpecial favour. Now the Angels are ſet 
forth to miniſter for them who are Heirs of Salvation, Reb.. 1. 14. Belides, in two other 
things the peculiar AﬀeCtion of the Prince would be moſt evident to that Nation. 

1. If he put on their habit, and attire himſelf according to their Faſhion. 

2. If he fixt his reſidence among them. Now the Son of God was cloathed with our 
Fleſh, and found in faſhion as a Man, and for ever appears in it in Heaven ; and will at 


the laſt day inveſt our Bodies with Glory like to his own. He now dwells in us by his 


Spirit, and when our Warfare is accompliſh'd, he ſhall in a ſpecial manner be preſent 
with us in the'eternal Manſions. As God incarnate he converſt with Men on Earth, and 
as ſuch he will converſe with them in Heaven. There he reigns as the firſt-born in the 


midſt of many Brethren. Now all theſe Prerogatives are the Fruits of our Redemption, 


And how great is that Mercy which hath raiſed Mankind more glorious out of its 
ruines! The Apoſtle breaks out with a Heavenly Aſtoniſhment, 1 Jo. 3. 1. Behold, 
what manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the Sons 0 
God! that we who are Strangers and Enemies, Children of Wrath by nature, ſhould be 
dignified with the honourable and amiable Title of his Sons! "Twas a rare and moſt 

erciful Condeſcenſion in Pharoah's Daughter, 'to reſcue an innocent and forſaken Infant 
trom periſhing by the Waters, and adopt him to be her Son: But how much greater kind- 
neſs was it for God to ſave guilty and wretched Man from eternal Flames, and to take 
him into his Family > The Ambition af the Prodigal roſe no higher than to be a Ser- 
vant ; what an ineſtimable Favour is it to make us Children! When God would expreſs 
the moſt dear and peculiar Aﬀection to Solomon, he faith, 2 Sam. 7. 14. 1 will be his 
Father, and he ſhall be my Son; this was the higheſt Honour he covild promiſe ; and all 
Believers are dignified with it. Tis the ſame relation that Chriſt hath: when he was 
going to Heaven, he comforted his Diſciples with theſe Words, I aſcend to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God. There is indeed a diverſity in the Founda- 
tion of it : Chriſt 1s a Son by Nature, weare by meer Favour ; he is by Generation, we 
are by Adoption. Briefly, Jeſus Chriſt hath made us Kings and Pricſts unto God, and his 
Father : Theſe are the higheſt Offices upon Earth, and were attended with the moſt 
conſpicuous Honour ; and the Holy Spirit choſe thoſe bright Images, to convey a clearer 
notice of the Glory to which our Redeemer hath raiſed us. Not only all the Crowns 


and Scepters in this periſhing World are infinitely beneath this Dignity, but the Honour | 


of our innocent State was not equal to it. 


Secondly, The Goſpel is a better Covenant than that which was eſtabliſh'd with Man 
in his Creation: And the Excellency of it will appear, by conſidering, 


1. 'Tis more beneficial, in that it admits of Repentance and Reconciliation after Sin, 


The Apoſtle magnifies the office of 
Chriſt, Heb. 8. 6. By how much he is a Mediator of a better Covenant, which was eſta- 
bliſhed upon better Promiſes. The compariſon there, 1s, between the Miniſtry of the Go- 
ſpel, and the Moſaical Oeconomy. And the excellency of the Goſpel is ſpecified, in re- 
{pect of thoſe infinitely better Promiſes that are in it. The Ceremonial Law appointed 
Sacritices for Sins of Ignorance and Error, and to obtain only legal Impunity ; but the 
Goſpel upon the account of Chriſt's a/ ſufficient Sacrifice, offers full Pardon for 21l Sins 
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that are repented of and forſaken. Now with greater reaſoh the Covenant of Grace is 
to be preferr'd before the Covenant of Works. For the Law conſidered Man as holy, 


| and endued with perfection of Grace equal to whatſoever was commanded : 'Twas the 


meaſure of his Ability as well as Daty, and requir'd exact Obedience, or threatned extreme 
Miſery. The leaſt Breach of it is fatal : A ſingle Offence as certainly expoſes to the Carle, 
as if the whole were violated. And in our /apſed State we are utterly diſabled to comply 
with its Purity and Perte&tion. But the Goſpe/ contains the Promiſes of Mercy, and 1s in 


| the Hands of a Mediator. The Tenour of it is, That Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins be 


preached in the Name of Chriſt, AQ. 2. 38. And if we judge our ſelves, we ſhali not be judged, 
x Cor. 11. 31. 'Tis not it we are innocent, for then none could be exempt from Con- 
demnation : But if the convinced Sinner erett a Tribaal in Conſcience, and ſtrips Sin of 
its Diſguiſe, to view its ative Deformity ; if he pronounces the Sentence of the Law a- 
gainſt himſelf, and glorifee the Juſtice of God which he cannot ſatisfe,- and forſake the 
Sins which are the cauſes of his Sorrow, he is qualified for pardoning Mercy: 

Beſides, The Goſpel doth not only apply Pardon to us for all forſaken Sins, but pro- 
vides a Remedy for thoſe Infirmities to which the beſt are incident. Whilſt we are in this 
mortal State, we are expoſed to Temptations from without, and have Corruptions within 


' that often betrays us: Now to ſupport our drooping Spirits, our Redeemer {its in Heaven 


to plead for us, and perpetually renews the Pardon that was once purchaſed. to ever 

contrite Spirit, for thoſe unavoidable Frailties which cleave to us here. The Promiſe of 
Grace is not made void by the ſudden Surpriſes of Paſſions. If ay Man fin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, 1 John 2. 1. Therigour of the Law is 
moliified by his Mediation with the Father: A Title of Love and Tenderneſs. God deals 


not with the Severity of a Judge, but He ſpares us as a Man ſpares his own Son that ſerves 
him, Malac. 3. | 


And as he pardons us upon our Repentance, ſo he accepts our hearty,though mean Ser- 


vices. Now the Legal, that is, unſinning and compleat Obedience cannot be performed z 
the Evangelical, that is, the ſincere, though imperfect, is gracioutly received. Gcd doth 
not require the Duties of a Man by the meaſures of an Angel. Unfeigned Endeavouzsto 
pleaſe Him, unreſerved Reſpects to all his Commands, ſingle and holy Aims at hysGlory 


are rewarded. Briefly, Although the Law is continued as a Rule of living, yet nor as 


the Covenant of Lite. And what an admirable Exaltation of Mercy is there in this new 


Treaty of God with Sinners ? "Tis true, the firſt Covenant was holy, juſt and good, but it 


made no abatements of Favour, and tis now weak through the Fleſh, Rom. 8. 3. that is, 
the carnal corrupt Nature is ſo ſtrong and impetuous, that the reſtraithts of the :Law are 
ineffectual to ſtop its Deſires, and therefore cannot bring Man to that Life that is pro- 


'miſed, by the performance of the Condition required. But the Goſpel provides an Indul- 


gence for relenting and returning Sinners. This is the Language of. God in that Cove- 
nant, [ will be merciful to their Unrighteouſneſs, and their Sins and their Iniquities will I re- 
member no more, Heb. 8. 12. 

2. The excellency of the Evangelical Covenant above the Legal, is, in that ſupernatu- 
ral Aſſiſtance which is conveyed by it to Believers, whereby they ſhall be certainly victo- 
rious over all oppolition in their Way to Heaven. 'Tistrue, Adam was endued with per- 
feft Holineſs and Freedom, but he might intangle himſelf in the Snares of Sin and Death. 
The grace of the Creator given to him was always preſent, but it depended on the natu- 
ra] ule of his Faculties, without the interpoſing any extraordinary Operation of God's 
Spirit. The Principle of Holineſs was in himſelf, and 'twas ſubjected to his Will : He 
had a Power to obey 1f he would, but not that aFZally determined his Will, for then he 
had perſevered. But the grace of the Redeemer that lowy from Chriſt as our quickening 
Head, and: is conveyed to all his Members, enclines the Will ſo powerfully that 'tis made 
ſubject to it. God works in us to will and to do of his good pleaſure, Phil. 2. 13. The uſe of 
our Faculties, and the exerciſe of Grace, depends on the good Pleaſure of God, who is 
unchangeable, and the Operations of the Spirit which are prevailing and effe&tual. And 


_ upon theſe two the ſtability of the New Covenant is founded. 


1. On the Love of God, who is as unchangeable in his Will, as in his Nature. This 
Love 1s the cauſe of Election, from whence there can be no Separation; This gives Chriſt 
tO Believers, and Believers to Him ; Thine they were, ſaith our Saviour, and thou gaveſt then 
me, Joh. 17.6. which words ſignifie not the comman Title God hath to all by Creation : for 
Men thus univerſally conſider'd, compoſe the World ; and onr Saviour diſtinguiſhes thoſe 
that are given hin from the World, Jo. 16. 17. but that ſpecial right God hath in them by e- 
lection. And all thoſe are given by the Father to Chriſt in their effeual Calling, (which is 
exprelt by his drawing therz to the Son) and are committed to his care, to lead them thro' 
a courſe of Obedience to Glory, For them Chriſt abſolutely prays as Mediator, Father, I 
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RKN will that thoſe whom thou hai given me, be with me where I am, and ſee my Glory, John 17. 

Chap. 10. And he is always heard in his Requelſts. ] : ; 

WYW Tis from hence that the Apoſtle challenges all Creatures in Heaven and Earth, with 
that full and ſtrong Perſuaſion, that nothing could ſeparate between Believers and their 
Happineſs, Row. 8. 38. For I az perſwaded, that neither Death mor Life, nor Angels, nor ; 
Principalities, nor Powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other Creature ſhall be able 7 pot us from the Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus our. ord. _ His | 
Affurance is not built 'on the ſpecial Prerogatives he had as an Apoſtle, not on his rapture 
to Paradiſe, nor Revelations, nor the Apparition of Angels, for of theſe he makes no men- 
tion; but on that which is common to all Believers, the Love of God declardin the word, 


and ſhed abroad in their Hearts. And 'tis obſervable that the Apoſtle having ſpoken in 
his own Perſon, changes the number, I am perſuaded that nothing ſball ſeparate us, to aſ- 
ſociate with himſelf in the partaking of that bleſſed Priviledge, all true Believers, who 
have an Intereſt in the ſame Love of God,. the ſame Promiſes of Salvation, and had felt the 
ſanQifying Work of the Spirit, the certain Proof of their EleFion. For how is it poſſible 
that God ſhould retra& his merciful Purpoſe to ſave his People? He that.choſe them from 
Eternity before they could know him, and from pure Love (there OY Ong in the 

Creature to induce him) gave his Son to ſuffer Death for them, will he op there, with- 
out beſtowing thatgrace which may render it effetual? What can change his AﬀeCtion ? 

He that prevented + core his Mercy, when they were in their Pollutions, will he leave 
them after his Image'is engraven upon them? He that loved them ſo as to unite them to 
Chriſt when they were Strangers, will he hate them when they are his Members ? No : His 
loving Kindneſs is everlaſting, and the Covenant that is built-on 1t, 1s more firm than the 
Pillars of Heaven, and the Foundations of the Earth. This ſupported David in his dy- - 
ing hours, 2 Sam. 23. 5. that God had made with him an everlaſting Covenant, ordered 
in all things and ſure, for that was all his Salvation. 

2. The New Covenant is ſecur'd by the efficacy of Divine and Supernatural Grace. ' This 
is the Covenant that I'will make with the houſe of Iſrael, ſaith the Lord, I will put my Laws into 
their minds, and write them in their hearts, and I will be to them a God, and they, ſhall be to 
we 4 People, Heb. 8. 10. The Ele& are enabled to perform the Conditions of the Goſpel, 

' to which Eternal Life is promiſed. Our' Redeemer bleſſes us in turning us from our j f- 
quities, As 3, 26. And although the inſtability of the humane Spirit, by reaſon of re- 
manent Corruptions, and thoſe various Temptations to which we are liable, may excite 
our fear leſt we ſhould fall ſhort of the high prize of our Calling, yet the grace of the Go- 
ſpel ſecures true Believers againſt both. ” 

- IT. Whilſt we are in the preſent ſtate, our Corruptions are not perfectly heated, bat | 
there are ſome remains, which like a Gargrene threaten to ſeize on the vital Parts, where- 
in the ſpiritual Life is ſeated. But the Divine Nature which is conveyed to all that are 

-ſpiritually deſcended from Chriſt, is afive.and powerful to reſiſt' all carnal Deſires, and 
will prevail in the end. For if Sin in its full vigour could not controul the Efficacy of 

_ converting Grace, how can the Reliques of it, after Grace hath taken poſſeſhon, be ſtron ; 

+ enough to ſpoil it of its Conqueſt > There is a greater diſtance from Death to Life, than | 
from Life to AQtion. . That Omnipotent Grace that viſited us in the Grave, and reſto- 
red Life'to the Dead, can much more perpetuate it in the Living. That which was ſo | 
powerful as to pluck the Heart of Stone out of the Breaſt, can preſerve the Heart of Fleſh. - 

'Tis rrue, the Grace that is given to Believers, in its own Nature is a periſhing qua- 

; ity, as that which was beſtowed on Adazr.. Not only the flight ſuperficial TinCture in 
Hypocrites will wear off, but that deep impreſſion of ſanQifying Grace.in true Believers, 
if it be renewed,” would ſoon be defaced. But God hath promiſed to put his Spirit in- 

_ to their Hearts, ard to cauſe theme to walk in his Statutes, and they ſball keep his Command- 

_ ments, Ezek. 36. 26. He is a living reigning Principle in them, to which all their Fa- 
culties are ſubordinate. The Spirit infuſed Grace at firſt, and inlivens it daily : he con- 
firms their Faith, inflames their Love, encourages their Obedience, and refreſhes in their 
Minds the [dea's of that Glory which is inviſible and future. In ſhort, his Influence che- 
riſbes the bleſſed Beginnings of the Spiritual Life. So that ſincere Grace, though weak 

. in its degree, yet tis in a ſtate of progreſs till it come to perfetion. The Waters of the 
Sprrit have a cleanſing virtue upon Believers, till every ſpot be taken away, and their pu- 
rified Souls aſcend to Heaven. ED - | 
' 2. The Grace of the Spirit ſhall make true Chriſtians finally viftorious over Tempta- 

_ tionsto which they may be expoſed. And thoſe are various: Some are pleaſant and inſj- 
nuating, others are ſharp and furious and are rhanaged by the Devil our ſubtile and indu- |} 
ſtrious Enemy, to undermine, or by open battery to overthrow us. And how difficult is it Fn 
forthe Soul, whilſt united to Fleſh, to reſiſt the Charms of what is amiable, or to endure the 
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ſtanding his Watchtulneſs, :may overcome him'irrecoverably:..;:Fon,: i 
1. Temptations are-External,. and' have No. power; QVEN(OULPPITIES: & 
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void Sin. - But the Mart | 
ments. - And waich 1s < hich 3p" 
he ſhould forfeit by his Diſobediencey;and the-Mattyrs, believed -only.: the-future Glory na, u am 
they were to receive. This proceeded only.from:God who! was ſa:merciful,:as'totmake 7, & we. 
them faithful. Briefly, Unleſs there; werea Power;above.the Divine, the £/e8#. are (ecu ribs fus, win - 
red from final Apoſtaſie. Our Saviour: tells--us, thats! Father 3s;greaterithan af, and © ms: 
none is able to pluck them out of his Hazd.;' His Invariable:Will and Almighty Power.pr& . 

vents their periſhing. Indeed if it were only by the ſtrength of NaturalReaſon,or courage 
that we are to overcome Temptations, -ſome might-he {6 yiolent.az0-make the ſtrongeſk 


4 


| | ſo viole ongeſ 
to faint and fall away : But if the Divine Power bethe.Principleithat;ſupports us; - it will 


$ 
mn 


make the weakeſt victorious. For the Grace of God makes: us-{trong,. and 1s not.made 
weak by us. | 22 23 907 $0 eionignah meg Y i: Jraz7 


From hence we may fully diſcover the Advantage-we have by the'Goſpel, above--the 


£94 


Terms of the natural Covenant. - Reſtoring Mercy hathbetter'd:our-Condition : We:bave 
loſt the Integrity of the firſ, and got the PerfeQion of the ſecond Adew : Our Salvation 
is put into a ſtronger and ſafer Hand. » [ give, faith:our Redeemer; Joh.-10. #=to ##y Sheep 
eternal Life, and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck thewt out of my Hand. Thats 
an inviolable SanCtuary, : from whence no Believer. canibe-taken.::-Chrift-:is our Friend; 
not only tothe Altar, but now in the Throne :.. Qur Reconciliation is aſcribed to bis Death, 
our Converſation to his Life, Rom, 5. 20.; He that was created in a: ſtate of Nature could 
fin and'die, but He that is born of God can't fin nnto:\Death : x Joh-i3, 9. The new Birth 
15 unto Eternal Life. In ſhort, As--the ' Mercy--of: Gad is:glorified/in the whole Work of 
our Salvation, ſo eſpecially in the-firſt and laſt Grace it confers-upon us. - -In . Vocatian 
that prevents us, and Perſeverence that:crowns us ;.'According tothe double change-made 
in our ſtate, tranſlating us from Darkneſs to Light,.and from the. imperfett Light of 
Grace, to the full Light of Glory. tas Nei. —X 

I have more particularly diſcours'd of this Advantage by. the-New.Covenant, . iniregard 
of the glory of God, -and the Comfort of true: Chriſtians is ſo:mach:concern'd init. For 
if grace and free-will are put in joint Commiſſzav, ſo: that the! efficacy. of it depends on 
the mutability of the Will, which may receive or rejed& it.z; the-Conſequence is viſible, 
that (which is impiousto ſuppoſe) the Son of God might havye'died in vain. : For that 
which is not effetual. without a contingent condition,-muſt needs be as uncertain as: the 
condition on which - it ' depends. - So-that although: the: Wiſdom:of God ſo admirably 
form'd the Deſign of our Salvation, and there is-{uch a-connexion in-his Counſels;-yet 
all may be defeated by the mutability of Man's defires.::.And the moſt fincere Chriſtians 
would be always terrified with-perplexing Jealoufies;;; that- notwithſtanding their moſt 
{erious/ReſoJutions to continue in their Duty, yet -one:day they may periſh by their. Apo- 
ſtacy. - But the Goſpel' aſſures us, that God will not ireverſe his own' Eternal Decrees, 
Ila. 53. 11. And that the Redeemer ſhall ſee the travel of his Soul;:and. be ſatisfied': * Arid 
that Believers are kept by the Power of God through Faith unto Salvation, Garth: 

3- There is an excellent manifeftation of Divine Love, in the glorious Reward that is 
promled to Believers, which far exceeds the Primitive Felicity-obMan. i Adam was under 
the Covenant of Nature, that promiſed 'a Reward ſuitable-; to- his, Obedience: and-'State. 
The'manner of declaring that Covenantiwas natural, | /*; {is 1! od ah aka of 
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The Marony bf the: Divine Attributes 


= -» Pubetnal,' by iis Aifeddery df God's Attributes in his Works, from which it was 

1'Y ey for Mati-to'coltett his: y: and/his:Reward.' Ty | 

#D- * 2. Internal,: by his.natural Parulries; ":By:the Light of Reaſon: he underſtood: that ſo 
_ "foils SF H6Connnued fn his Original Innocence; / the: Creator» who from pure Goodneſs | 


gave him bigiBeilnſ/ahd all the Happineſs) which - was concomitant with it, would ; 
ceftainly preſav©hin» in the-perpetual enjoymentsof it.- But «there was no promiſe of 
Heaven' anne xhat Covenant,” without which'4d-conld attain no knowledge, nor ; 
conceive any'hdpes6f it/-\-If there had been'a riecefſary connexion between his perfect 
Obedience,and*thelife of 'Glotyz/it: would have been revealed to him, to allure his | 
Will: Forth defire: of an unknown Good. And whereas in the Covenant 


Got principally an& primarily regards the Promiſe; and but ſecondarily the Threatning, 


- © ſpeakably tranſcends'the Felicity of Nature in its conſummate ſtate. oo = 
. = This Reward is anſwerableto the uinvaltable Treafure which was laid down for it. 
' The Blood of the Son: of God, as *tis 'a'Ranſow'to redeem us trom Miſery, fo 'tis a 
Price. to purchaſe Glory for Believers; x Tim. 2. 6./*Tis called: the 'Blood of the New Te- 
. Paxicnt, Mat. 26.” 38, becauſe it \corrveys a Title tothe Heavenly-Inheritance. Our Im- 
pany is the effe& of his SatisfaQion;*'our poſitive Happineſs" of his redundant Merit. 
Godiwas ſo wellpleaſed;wicti his perfe& Obedience, -which infinitely. ſurpaſſes that of a- 
ny-trieer Creature, \that/he promiſed ro confer upon' thoſe. who believe in him, all the 
glotious Qualities becoming the: Sons bF God,” and toimake them Aﬀociates with him in his 
Eternal Kingdom. The compleat Happineſs of the Redeemed, is the Redeemer's Re- 
cofnpence, in which he is. fully fatisfied for all his Safferings. Now the tranſcendent ex- 
cellency of this abovethe firſt ſtate:of Man,” will more diſtintly appear, by conſidering, 


-- The place where 'tisenjoyned,” and: that-is. the Heaven of Heavens. Adam was put 
into the Terreſtrial Paradiſe, a Place-:ſuitable tothis riatural Being, and abounding with 
all 'plealing Obje&ts 4, but-they 'were-ſuch as Creature of a lower kind enjoyed with him. 
But Heaven is the- Element: of Angels,:their native Seat;: who are the moſt noble Part of 
the Creation, ' Tis the true Palace of God, intirely ſeparated from the Impurities and 
Imperfecions, the Alterations and: Changes: of the lower World 3 where he reigns tin E- 
ternal-Peace. 'Tis-the' Temple of the Divine Majeſty; where his excellent Glory is revealed 
in-the molt conſpicyors:manner. :i *Tix#he Habitation of his Holineſs; | the Place where his 
Honour dwells. *Tis'theSacred; Madſionof: Light;-and Joy, and Glory. Paradiſe with 
all its Pleaſures was'but'a ſhadow wie © 90h! 1 Rielle! | 


TM. The Life of Adam was attended: with innocent-Infirmities. For the Body being 
ſir js of rhe ſame Principles with other fenſitive Creatures, was in a perpetual flux, 
and liable to Hungerz-and: Thirſt, and Wearine(s, and: was to be repaired by Food -and 

Sleep.” Adam was made living Soul,: 1-Cor. 15. 45; therefore ſubje& to thoſe-Inclina- 
tions-and Neceftmies whictrare-purely Animal. And though whilſt innocence, no Diſ- 
eafe could ſeize on him: yet he 'was :capable of hurtful impreſſions. - Immortality was 
not- the eſſential -property 'of -Man' as: compounded" of Soul and. Body, but:conditiona] 
upor! ns Obedience, and-conſequent'to- his eating the Fruit of the Tree of Life, Gen. 2. 
22. Theretore Man, after his" Sin;- was: expelled: from Paradiſe, that he 'might not eat 
ot-it and live for ever. By: which-itappears that Eternal Life inthat happy flate was 
not from the temperament of! the-Body;-but to be preſerved by the- Divine Power-in the 
uſe of-means. From hehce it follows that Adax: in his natural ſtate was not capable of 
the Viſion of God. + Heaven is too purean'Air for. him to have livedin. The Glory: of 
it 15 inconſiſtent with ſuch a temper'd Body,” 'Flefb. and Blood: cannot inherit the King- 
dom of Heaven, xn Cot:;15. 50. The Facultics would be confounded with its overcon- 
ing Brightneſs. Tilt the ſenſitive: Powers are refin'd, and exalted: to that 'degree- that 
_ they become Spirirual,-chey cannot converſe with glorified Objedts. Now: the Bodies of 
the Saints ſhall be inveſted with Celeſtial Qualities. The'Natural ſhall-be changed into a 
= Spiritual 
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| £ A aaRturagn: 
] than Adam "had i in the Crantens. he ior: Oh oe cond Temple. ſhall.excel thay; of 
| the Firſt, In ſhort, the Gaſt Man n was of the Earth cently x Cor: WF 6 ; nd could 5 
| rive but an earthly condition to' 'hisdiſcendants : : But the gra F 18 IrOmM er, and 
1s the principle of an Heavenly and Glorious Life to all that gon cob. anob- 
31636690124 Ty nor Es 


HI. The Felicity of Heaven exceeds the fir, Tr the manner and degrees of the'f Fe 
on, . and the: continuance of it. | eg BEAR 
| 1. The Viſion of God in Heaven is: immediate. * Men was a $ &itor of | Go. 
Works, and his Underſtanding being full of Light, he clearly diſcover U'the Drvine* 
cributes in their Effedts. The ſtroaks Nt the Creator's Had: arc engraven: inculi>ehe parts 
of [the Univerſe. - The Heavens, and Earth, 'and all things ip-them;-are.. evident: :Fyſt! 
monies of the Excellency of their Author. . The inviſble in dir 20d from. the. 
of the World are clearly ſeen, Ram. 1. 20. And the Knowledge | e t {buned. n.h 
produced a tranſcendent eſteem of the Deity,” ic whom Willi fe UN) 
in their ſupreme degree, and'a ſaperlative love and'delight tn this :Goodn 
Yet his ſight of God was but through a Glaſs, an eclipſing Medinze. For inferiour Being | 
are ſo imperfect, that they, can give but a: weak relemb ance of his Infinite. Berfe@i- 
ons. But the ſight of God in Heaven, .is.called the ſering, f; hive. as be-i9,..1. John? 
and ſignifies the moſt clear and leat. Knowledge, w hich the. ratic 
rified and raiſed to its moſt perfi Yate can. receive, and out-l nes. 
God in the lower World. ew had a' viſible Copy of: his inviſible; 8 calty, but 
Saints in Heaven ſee the glorious Original. . He ſaw God in the Refleion of-the C 
ture, but the Saints are under the dire s of Glary,. and fee bizs. ace ta Feoe, 1. Gor. 
13. 12, All the Attributes appear. in their full and bri rightelt] tre to.th m;.V [dom. 
Love, Holineſs, Power, are manifeſted 1 in their ns.” the; zlorified Soul; to 
qualify | it for converſe with God | in this kd manner, haha wkho llent Copſt- 


, oF 
+ * 


his: 


cution than was given to it in; the Creation. .. . A:new | 
whereby they are fitted for thoſe Objedts which are pecul 
al Eye is fortified for the immediate. intuition.of God. Adam in Par 
the Lord, in compariſon of the Saints who encompaſs his Th Ne, ann 
—_—_— aa , ate phe $448 
Beſides, 'Tis:the Peculiar Excellency ab the Heavenly. Life, tha the gin grey mo- 
ment enjoy it-without any «Pay, in the higheſt; degree of its ,Perfedion ans of 
Adam was always ina circle of low and tnean Fundions of the / wind Nature, - WICH De- 
ing common to.Him and Bealts,. the a&ty of it are not ſtriftly. Humaxe.. But the & 
Life in Heaven is entirely freed, from thoſe ſeraile Neceſlitics; and. is. ſpent. in the ete 
performace of. the moſt noble ARions of, which, ,the.iute/igent Nats re.is capable. 'T 
Saints do always contemplate, admire, love, <0joy; and. praile their everlaſting. 1 
(tor. God is to them all inal... 4 pf Farto te the NL eh 
In ſhort, That which prefers. the Glory of Heaven. fufi finitely before. the f 
Man, is the-continuance of it for:ever : 'Tis an. unwith 1d never; 
- Adams was liable.to Temptations, 'and capable. of ge 
and was ſentenc'd to Jie. ;But Uerak is the $ 
acceflible to any Evil. - 
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deemed, as far — the Felicity of Man.in ;. 2 a there 6H 
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Omen CHAT PP Nt. 
PraGical Inferences. Redeeming Lowe deſerves our higheſt Admiration, and 
i, awmble;, Acknowledgments, The illuſtration of it by ſeveral Conliderations. 
"God is inifinitely-amiable in Himſelf, yet his Love is tranſient to the Crea- 


vw 


' thre.  * [ir dwiirable in Creating and Preſerving Man, more in Redeeming 


© 


him and by the Death of bis Sov. "The diſcovery of God's Lowe in our Re- 
| demption 7s. the; ftrongeft Perſuaſive to, Repentance. The Law is ineffe@u- 
al to produce real Repentance. The common Benefits of Providence are in- 
ſufficient to cauſe Faith and Repentance in the guilty Creature. The clear 


. Induce us to return to God, The tranſcendent Lowe of God ſvould kindle in 
-#f & reciprocal Love to Hins, His Excellencies and ordinary Bounty to 
:/Mankind cannot prevail upon us to love Him. His Love to us in Chriſt 
"only conquers our Hatred. Our Love to Him muſt be {incere and luperlative. 


£ 


d'to beſtow kindneſs upon any created Being, For in Him is all that is ex- 
2o1iable 3 and ris "rar to the Deity to have the perfect knowledge of Him- 
erfect Love to himſelf. His Love being $bapnborram to his Excellencies, the 


a) 


the, Majeſty of God writtet 


made Man 4 littler lower than the Angels, and crowned him with Glory and Honour, Pal. 8. 
and that providential care which is mindfal of him, and viſits him every moment. Such 


: 


an inconceivable diſtance there is between God and Man, that 'tis wonderful God will 
Pen a Thonght upon us.” "Lord, what is Man that thou takeſt knowledge of him ? or the 

on of Man that thou makeft account of him £ Man is like to vanity, his days are as a ſhadow 
that paſſeth away, Pſal. 144. His being in this World hath nothing firm, or ſolid ; 'tis 
like a Shadow, that. depends upon a Caufe that is in perpettal motion, the Light of the 


Sun, . and is always changing,” dll it vaniſhes in the Darkneſs" of the Night. But if we 


ry 


FG S 3 7 


conſider Man in the qua 


can be added to his Felicity by a cur 


2d d Creature ? Infinite Love ! that is as admirable as 
ſaving! Love that paſſeth Knowledge ! and is as much above our comprehenſion as deſert. 
In natural things, Admiration is the effe& of Ignorance, but here 'cis increaſed by Know- 
ledge. Fqr the more we underſtand the excellent greatneſs of God, and the vileneſs of 


Man, 


 ;Aiſcovery of pardoning Mercey in the Goſpel can only remove our Fears, and 
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Man, the more. we ſhall be inſtructed to. admire the glorious: Woadat F 
A deliberate Admiration ſpringing from our moſt 'deep Thoughts, is'part 
and Adoration we Owe to God, who'ſo ſtrangely ſaved-ys fro yr Wrath 4 
And the moſt humble Acknowledgments are due for its: #1 TY You pane $; pol | 
ſheth, 2 Sam. 9. 7, 8. that he ſhould eat bread with: bun ati"hl 2s Fable £0 
ed himſelf, and ſaid, What is thy Servant, that thou ſpoutaſt-took; ef 4 
an ? A Speech full of Gratitude and Humility 5 ;yet-he was 'of'a 
at that time in a low Condition. Witha far greater ſenſe of :our le voetiikcine ne 
refle& upon that condeſcending Love, | provides the Bread of God. for the-Food"of 
our Souls, without which we had periſh'd for want. David 'in that divine: Thankſgi 
ving recorded in the Scripture, refletts upon his own meanneſs, and irom 
the Favour of God towards him, 2 Sam. 7. 18. Who am T, 0: Lord''G 
my Houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto ® And this was yet a. 


Lord God, but thou haſt Polen of thy Servants Houſe for « gre! while ho'cowe e) Aud * bis 
| the manner of Man, O Lord God 2 If ſuch humble and thankful Acknowledgmer 


due for the Scepter of Iſrael, what is for the Crown of Heaven? And: that procured: 
us by the Sufferings of the Son of God? Briefly, Goodneſs is the Foundation of: Gl 
therefore the moſt ſolemn and affetionate Praiſe is to be renderedfor tranſcendent: Oodle 
The Conſent of Heaven and Earth, is, i aſcribing Bleſſing,” und . bs * and: CLilory 
him that fits on the Throne, and the Lamb for ever, Rev. 5. pt ac SOUR 

2. The Love of God diſcovered in our Redemption, is mnoſtÞs rertul- re: 
to Repentance. For the Diſcovery of this we mult confi der, that he Eu 4 * a oe 
conſequent of Faith, and always in proportion to it. Therefore! the Law! : 
ſents to us the Divine Purity and Juſtice, without an ny allay of: MAS 
true Repentance in a Sinner. When Conſcience is under a ſtron ong;©: wv Goitr, 
and of God's Juſtice as ivplacable, it cauſes a' dreadful flightfrombim,. and'@ wreechleſt 
neglett of means. Deſpair hardens. The brighteſt Diſcoveries of God. in Nature/are 
not warm enough to melt the frozen Heart into the current of 'Repentance;” *Tis true, 
the viſible frame of the World, and the continual Benefits of Proyideno 


in thoſe prize Truths, the Being and Bounty-of God'to thole' that Elin | it yp ; Kee | 


them to their Duty. God never left himſelf without a Witneſs in | 
is deſigned to lead Men to Re - erg Ads 4. 17. Andithe Apoſtle agg 
ſtinacy of Men, that rendred that Method entirely Fruitleſs "Bat the 


God's Goodnels in the Goſpel is infinitely more clear and 7 ful; cbin'thy! fil ', > Bie> 


velation by the works of Creation and Providence. 'For althongh thie-Paticnce'dnd pes 
neral Goodneſs of God offer'd' ſome Intimations that he is pla able; yer not a-fut cient 
ſupport for a guilty and jealous Creature to rely on. ''The natural'notion of 'God's Ju- 
ſtice is ſo deeply rooted in the Humane Soul, thattill he is pledſedts proclaim *an A@ 
Grace and Pardon, on the conditions of Faith and Repentgnce; *ris hardly poſible: 

convinced Sinners ſhould apprehend him otherwiſe than vn" Enemy 3 and- hat all 
common Benefits they enjoy, are but Proviſions allowed-in' the #»terval between Bins Ms 
tence pronounced by the Law, and the Execution of it at Death, ' 'Therefo; e Got. 40 - 
overcome our Fears, and to melt us into a compliance, hath piven/ in ie 'Serfptnre” Ate 
higheſt aſſurance of his willingneſs to receive all relenting at\drotiererin 'Sitmers," He Ii 


terpoſes the moſt ſolemn Oath to remove our Suſpicions: 7 "$5*T Foe, ſaith" vhe'-Þ.o E : T 


delight not in the Death of the wicked, but that the witked Pre from bis dwe; LEN 
33- 11. And have I any pleaſure at all that the wicked ſbuuld ave & ſaith” rd'' Gods. 
And not that he ſhould return from his ways and live? 'zek." k 1489: hg." The Matty anc 

Ardency of the Expreſſions-teltitie the truth and velteimeticy : of "his" Deſire; {6 fat. ag'the 
Excellency of his Nature is capable to fell our Aﬀettions. ' Ana the Reaſon: of it is clear 
for the Converſation of a Sinner implies a thorow cha ange in in the Will”and Aﬀettions 
from Sin to Grace, and that is infinitely pleaſing/'to God's Holitiels, he-piving / 

Life to the Converted is moſt ſuitable to his Mercy 'The-Anpel: who. are wfin 
riour to him in Goodneſs, rejoyce inthe Re RUA and 8H\ation of Men ;"'m 
God doth. There is an eminent difference between his Tinelk ations 't rexſe 
and Juſtice. He uſes Expreſliony of regret when: he is conſtrained to punith, Pſal.' 8x: 
13. O that my People had harkned to me, and Iſrael had walked in my ways | ! And how! ſhall 


tely infe- 
uch more 


1 give thee up Ephraim ? how ſhall deliver thee, Trael > mine Heart 1 thrned within me, 
Hoſ. rr. 8. As a merciful Judge, that pities the Man, wheh he Fo ant pl Mattei - 


Ctor. But he diſpenſes Acts of Grace 'with pleaſure, He pardons ' I 87 Þ; 
"ranſereſſions, becauſe be delights in Mercy, Mic. 7. 18.” Tw'true, when Sltiders are'f- 
nally obdurate, God is pleaſed in their Ruine, for the honour of his Jul ices yet tis 
not in ſuch a manner as in their Converſion and: Life, he doth not” invite Sinners" t 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


Pm tramierels; that he may condemn them: He is not pleaſed when they give occaſion tor | 
laps TL. the exerciſe of higAnger.' [And aboveall, we haveithe cleareſt and (ureſt Diſcovery of ; 
> pardning Mercy. in the Death of Chriſt. For what ſtronger evidence can there be of ; 
Gad's. readineſs. to.pardon, than ſending his Son into the World to be a Sacrifice for | 

Sia) that Mercy. without prejudice to his other Perfetions might upon our Repentance : 

fargive ms 2"\Apd-what more rational Argument is there, and more congruous to the 7 

- Breaſt: of &/Maty; 'to: work+in him a ſerious Grief and hearty deteſtation of Sin, not on- ; 

' ly as a curſed thing, but as 'tis contrary to the Divine Will, than the Belief that God, in ; 


whole Power alone. it is to.pardon Sinners, is moſt deſirous to pardon them, it they | 
will retutn to Obedience? [Lhe Prodigal in his extream diſtreſs reſolved to go to his Fa- ; 
ther with penitential Acknowledgments and Submiſſion : and, to uſe the Words of a de- 
vout Writer, -his BOY Conſcience as deſperate, askt him, £xa ſpe, with what hope? He 
replied. to himſelf, 1/a qua Pater eſt. Ego perdidi quod erat filii, ille quod Patris eſt non 
«aeiſct : Though 1 bave neglected the Duty and loſt the Coniidence of a Son, he hath 
not loſt;the compaſſion. of a Father. That Parable repreſents Man in his degenerate for- 
lornState, -and that the Divine Goodneſs is the Motive that prevails upon him to return 
to. his Duty. $5 1&3. 46 | 
.2- The tranſcendent Love that God hath expreſt in our Redempticn by Chriſt, ſhould 
kindle in us a reciprocal AﬀeQion to him. For what is more natural thanthat one Flame 
ſhould produce another? we love hime, becauſe he loved us firſk. The original of our Love 
to: God isifrom the evidence of his to us: This alone can ſtrongly and fweetly 
draw the-Heart'to him. 'Tis true, che. Divine Excellenctes as they . deſerve a 
ſuperlative .eſteer, ſo: the higheſt affeftion: Burt the bare _ contemplation of them 
is inefteQual to. fire the Heat with a zealous Love to God. For Man hath a Diabolical 
Seed in his.corrupt Nature; -he is inclined not only. to Senſuality, which 1s an implicite 
hatred of Gdd,.{ for-an-eager. Appetite to thoſe things which God forbids, and a fixed 
| Averſation from what he-commands, are the natural. effefts of Hatred ) but to Malignity 
and dire&t Hatred againſt God: He is an Enemy in his Mind through wicked Works, Co). 
1.21. and: this Enmity ariſeth from the conſideration of God's Juſtice, and the effetts 
of it. . Man cannot fin and be happy, therefore he wiſhes there were no God to whom 
he-muſt be accountable. He is no more wrought on by the Divine Perfeftions and Beau- 
ties) to love the Deity, than a guilty Perſon who reſolvedly goes on to break the Laws, 
can-be per{waded to love the ; = for his excellent Knowledge, and his inflexible In- 
tegrity, who will certainly condemn him. ' Beſides, the great and abundant Bleſſings, 
which God, as Creator and Preſerver, beſtows upon all, cannot prevail upon guilty 
— Creatures to-love him. Indeed the Goodneſs that raiſed us from/a State of Nothing, is 
unſpeakably.great; and lays an eternal Obligation upon us. The whole ſtock of our 
AﬀeCtions is due to him, for conferring upon us the humane Nature, that is common to 
Kitgs 'and-; the meaneſt  Beggar. All the Riches and Dignity of the greateſt Prince, 
\ whereby he: exceeds the pooreſt Wretch, compared to this Benefit which they both ſhare 


in,:.have panty Hg than a Farthing to an inamenſe Treaſure. The innumerable 
 Expreſtions of God's Love tous every Day ſhould infinitely. endear him-to us. For 


who 1s {o.inhumane' as-not to love his Parents, or his Friend, who defended him from 
his deadly Enemies, or relieved him in his Poverty, eſpecially if the Vein of his Boun- | 
ty, be not dried up, but always diffuſes it ſelf in new Favours? If we love the Memory 
| that-Emperour, who refleCting upon one Day that paſt without his beſtowing ſome 
Benefit, with grief ſaid, Diem perdidi, I have loſt a Day | How much more ſhould we 
love God who every moment beſtows innumerable Bleſſings upon his Creatures? But 
ſinful- Man bath contradted ſuch an unnatural Hardneſs, that he receives no Impreſſions 
from the renewed Mercies of God. He violates the Principles of Nature, and Reaſon. 
For how unnatual is it, not to love our BenefaCtor, when the dull Ox and the ſtupid Aſs 
ſerve thoſe that feed them? And how unreaſonable, when the Publicans return Love for 
Love !' Now there is nothing that can perfe&ly overcome our Hatred, but the Confide- 
ration of that Love which hath freed us from Eternal Miſery : for the guilty Creature will 
be al ways ſuſpicious, that notwithſtanding the ordinary Benefits of Providence, God is 
a Enemy to-it: and till Man is convinced, that in loving God, he muſt truly himſelf, 
he:will never fincerely affe& him. This was one' great Deſign of God in the Way, as 
well as in the. Work of our Redemption, to gain our Hearts intirely te himſelf, He 
{faves us in the moſt endearing and obliging manner. As David's Aﬀettion declared it 
ſelf,” I will zot ſerve the Lord with that which coſt me nothing : SO God would not ſave 
Man with that which coſt him nothing, but with the deareſt Price hath purchaſed a Ti- 
tle to our Love. God wes in Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf, as well. as through 
Chriſt reconciling himſelf to the World. He hath propounded ſuch Arguments for o1 


Or our 
Love, 
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in Contrrving Man's Redemption, _ 
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Love, ſo powerful, and ſublime, that Adam in Innocence was org en with., He 
{ent down his own Bowels to teſtifte his AﬀeCtion to us. And that ſhould be the great- 
<[t indearment of our Love, which was the yreateſt evidence of his. De S 


bd 
4 * 


And if we conſider the Perſon of our Redeemer, what more worthy Object of our 
AﬀeCtion than Chriſt ? and Chriſt enduring the moſt terrible things, and at laſt dying 


#44 


with all the Circumſtances of Diſhonour and Pain, for Love to Man ? If he had no at- 
traftive Excellencies, ns his cruel Sufferings for us ſhould make him infinitely precious and, 
dear to our Souls. I 
firſt Approaches of that Cup mixed with all the Ingredients of Divine Diſpleaſure, ſweat- 
ing like drops of Blood, under a weight of unſpeakable Sorrow, and without the leaſt Re- 
liet from Man, whoſe fins he then bore ; what kind of Marble are our Hearts if they do 
not tenderly relent at this doleful SpeCtacle ? Can we ſtand by him proſtrate ow the Earth, 
and offering up Prayers and Supplications with ſtrong Cries and Tears (the effetts of the tra- 
vel ot his Soul) without the moſt paſſionate ſenſibility > Can we ſee. him contemned 
by impure Worms, abus'd in his ſacred Offices, ſpitefully repreſented'as a mack King, 
buffeted and flouted as a mock Prophet, his ſacred Face defiled with loathſome 
Spittle, his Back torn with ſharp Scourges, and afl. endured with a vidorious Pa- 
ciencez can we behold this with an unconcerned Eye, without the Mournings of 
holy Love 2 Can we accompany him in the dolorous way, and ſee him fainting and 
ſinking under his heavy Croſs, and not feel his Sufferings? Can we aſcend to Mount 
Calvary, and look on him hanging on the infamous Tree in the midſt of Thieves ſuffer- 
ing the utmoſt Fury of malicious Enemies, and not be crucified with him? Can we hear 
the aſtoniſhing Complaint of his deſerted Soul to the Judge of all the World doing ex- 
treame Right on him as our Surety, and not be overcome with Grief and Love? Shall 
not the Warm Streams ſadly running from his wounded Head and Hands and Feet melt our 
congeal'd Aﬀettions? His pierced Side diſcovers his Heart, the vital Forintain open'd to 
waſh away our Guilt,and ſhall our Hearts be untouch'd ? His bloody undeſerved Death the 
precious Ranſom of our Souls makes him our Life, and ſhall it not render him full of 
Lovelineſs to our inflamed Thoughts? Heis more amiable on the Croſs, than in the Throne : 
For there we ſee the cleareſt Teſtimony, and the moſt glorious Triumph of his Love. 
There he endured the Anger of Heayen, and the Scorn of the Earth. There we might ſee 


d , 


Joy ſadned, Faith fearing, Salvation ſuffering; and Life dying (f). Blefſed Redeemer | 
what couldſt thou have done or ſuffered more, to quicken our dead Powers, and inflame ,,,; 


Chap..11. | 


by ſolema regards we contemplate him in the Garden, amaz'd at the 


< Quid vio- 
Ins rtum+ 
' de Deo? 


our cold Hearts toward thee? How Cai we remember thy bleeding dying Love without Vide is Ctri- 
an Exſtaſie of AﬀeCtion? If we are not more inſenſible than the Rocks, 'tis impoſlible but 4; _— 


we muſt be touched and ſoftned by it. 


tinm, pavere, 


fidem, ſalute 


Suppoſe an Angel by ſpecial Delegation had been enabled to have trod Satan under our 14% vitan 
Feet, our Obligations to him had been inexpreſlible, and our Love might have been inter- ry 


cepted from aſcending to our Creator. For Salvation isa greater Benefit, than the meer gi- 
ving to us our natural Being. Asthe privation of Felicity with the aCtual Miſery that is 


| joyned withit, is infinitely worſe than the negation of being. -Our Lord pronounced 


concerning Judas, Mart. 26. 24. It had been good for that Man that he had never been born. 


Redeeming goodneſs exceeds creating. Now the Son of God to procure our higheſt 
Love, alone wrought Salvation for us. 55 


o 


And what admirable goodnels is it, that puts a value upon our Aﬀedtion, and accepts 
ſuch a ſmall return! Our moſt intent and ardent Love bears no more porportion to his, 
than a Spark to the Element of Fire. Beſides, his Love tb us was pure, and without any 
Benefit to himſelf; but ours to him is profitable to qur Souls, for their eternal Advantage. 
Yet with this he is fully ſatisfied 5 when we love him in the quality of a Saviour, we give 
him the glory of that he deſigns moſt tobe glorified in, that is, of his Mercy to the miſ- 
erable. For this reaſon he inſtituted the Sacrament of the Supper, the contrivance of his 
Love, to refreſh the Memory of his Death, and quicken out ing Love to him. Now 
the Love that our Saviour requires muſt be, | RP Rn pe oayon 

7. Sincere and Unfeigned, This declares it (elf by a care to pleaſe him in all things. 7 


 « Man love me, faith our Saviour, he will keep my Commandments. Obedience is the mo 


natural and neceſſary produ@t gf Love. For Love is the Spring of AQtion, and employs all 
the Faculties in the Service of the Perſon loved. The Apoſtle expreſſes the force of it by 
an emphatical word, ow{ya, 2 Cor. 5. The Love of Chrift conſtrains us : It ſignifies to have 
one bound, and ſo much under power that he cannot move withouit leave. As the inſpire 

Prophets were carried by the Spirit, and intirely aCted by his Motions. Such an abſolute 
Empire had the Love of Chriſt over him, ( A&s 18. 5.) ruling all the Inclinations of 
his Heart, and ACtions of his Life. 'Tis this alone makes Obedience chearful, and con- 
ſtant. For Love is ſeated in the Will, and the Obedience that proceeds from it, is 
Out of choice, ahd purely voluntary. No Commandment is grievous that is performed 


from 


w—_ 
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PAP: from Love, 1 John 5. 3. And it makes Obedience conſtant : that which is forced from 
Chap. 11 the imprefſion of Fear, is unſtedfaſt ; but what is mixt with Delight, 1s laſting. Rs 
WYYY 2, Our Love to Chriſt muſt be ſupreme, exceeding that which 1s given to all initeriour 
Objets. The moſt elevated and intire AﬀeCtion 1s due to Him who faves us from Tor- 
ments that are extreme and eternal, and beſtows upon us an Inheritance immortal and 
undefiled. - By the offering of himſelf to Divine Juſtice he has obliged us to preſert our Bo- 
dies a living Sacrifice to'God, which is our reaſonable Service z Life it ſelf and all the En- 
dearments of it, Relations, Eſtates are to be diſvalued, when ſet in compariſon with 
Him. Nay if (by an inipoſſible ſuppoſition ) they could be ſeparated, our Saviour : 
ſhould be more dear to beg or Salvation. For he declared greater Love in giving Himlſelt 
for our Ranſom, than in giving Heaven to be our Reward. When we love him in the : 
higheſt degree we are capable of, we have reaſon to mourn for the Imperfettion of it. 
In ſhort, a Superlative Love, as 'tis due to our Redeemer, ſo 'tis only accepted by Him. 
He that loveth Father or Mother, Son or Daughter more than Him, is not worthy of Him, 
Mat. 10. 37. And he tells us in other places that we muſt hate there, to ſhew, that our 
Love to him ſhould ſo far exceed the Aﬀetion that is due to thoſe Relations, that in 
all occaſions where they divide from Chriſt, we ſhould demean our ſelves as if we had 
only for them an indifference, and even an averſation. Indeed the preferring of any 
thing before Him, who is altogether deſirable in Himſelf, and infinitely deſerves our 
Love, is brutifhly to undervalue Him, and in effe&t not to love Him. For in a Temp- 
tation where Chriſt and the beloved Objet are ſet in competition ; as a greater weight 
eurns the Scales, ſo the ſtronger Aﬀection will cauſe a Perſon to renounce Chriſt, for 
the poſſeſſion of what he loves better. 'Tis the Love of Chriſt reigning 1n the Heart, 
that is the only Principle of Perſeverance. 
4. What an high provocation is it to deſpiſe Redeeming Mercy, and to defeat that 
infinite Goodneſs which hath been at ſuch Expence for our Recovery ? The Son of God 
| hath emptied all the Treaſures of his Love, to purchaſe Deliverance for guilty and 
wretched Captives ; He hath paſt through ſo many Pains and Thorns to come and. 
offer it to them; He ſollicites them to receive Pardon and Liberty, upon the conditions 
of Acceptance and Amendment, which are abſolutely neceſſary to qualifie them for Fe- 
licity : Now if they flight the Benefit, and renounce their Redemption ; if they ſell 
themſelves again under the Servitude of Sin, and gratifie the Devil with a new Conqueſt 
. over them 3 what a bloody Cruelty is this to their own Souls, and a vile Indignity to 
© the Lord of Glory? And are there any Servile Spirits ſo charm'd with their Miſery, 
and fo in love with their Chains, who will ſtoop under their cruel Captivity, to be re- 
ſerved for eternal Puniſhment? Who can believe it ? But alaſs, Examples are numerous 
and ordinary : The moſt by a Folly is prodigious as their Ingatitude, prefer theirs Sins 
before their Saviour, and love that which as the only juſt Obje&t of Hatred, and hate 
Him who is the moſt worthy Obje&t of Love. 'Tis a moſt aſtoniſhing Conſideration, 
that Love ſhould perſwade Chriſt to die for Men, and that they ſhould Trample upon , 
his Blood, and chooſe rather to, die by themſelves, than to live by Him. That God : 
ſhould be ſo eafie to forgive, and Man ſo hard to be forgiven. This is a Sin of that 
tranſcendent height, that all the Abeminations of Sodom and Gomorrah, are not equal to 
it. This vey poly Mercy, that dear and tender Attribute z the only Advocate in 
God's Boſom for us. This make the Judge irreconcileable. The rejefting of Life upon 
_ ; Sang terms of the Goſpel, makes the Condemnation of Men moſt juſt, certain, 
and heavy. : . 

_ I. Moſt Juſt: For when Chriſt hath performed what was neceſſary for the Expiation 
of Sin, and hath opened the Throne of Grace, which was before ſhut againſt us, and 
by this God hath declared how willing he is to fave Sinners; if they are wilful to be 
damned, and fruſtrate the bleſſed Methods of Grace, 'tis moſt equal they ſhould inhe- 

_ rit their own choice: They judge themſelves unworthy of eternal Life. Conſcience will 

_ Juſtify the ſevereſt Doom againſt them. | 

2, It makes their Condemnation certain and final. The Sentence of the Law is rever- 
ſible by an Appeal to an higher Court ; but that of the Goſpel againſt the refuſers of 
Mercy will remain in its full force for ever. He that believes not, is condemn'd already, 
John 3. 18. *Tis ſome Conſolation to a Malefator, that the Sentence is not pro- 
nounced againſt him : but an Unbeliever hath no reſpite. The Goſpel affures the ſin- 
cere Believer, that he ſhal/ enter into Condemnation, to prevent his fears of an after Sen- 
tence; but it denounces a preſent doom againſt thoſe who rejett it. The Wrath of 
God abides on thew. Obſtinate Infidelity ſets beyond all poſſibility of Pardon : there 
is no Sacrifice for that Sin. Salvation it ſelf cannot ſave the impenitent Infidel : 
For he excludes the only means whereby Mercy is conveyed. How deſperate then 
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in in Gmtrioing Mar s Redenpri. 


Wretches | that refuſe to bring glory to theif | Redeemer, and D 


gravation of Sin above what the Devi? are capable of; 


Fire to the 'obdurate. How much more tolerable had been the condition EE 0- 
| Hers, if ſaving Grace had never appeared unto Men, or they. had nevergheard of it? 


in his ory, and be viſible to all that 


is the caſe of ſuch a Sinner? To what Sanctuary will he fly> All Un he "he Ar N s ft | : 


condemn him, Holineſs excites Juſtice, and Juſtice awakens Power for his Deſtrudtion 4 © 
and if Mercy interpoſe not between him and Ruin, he muſt periſh irrecoverably. 
ever loves not the Lord Chriſt, is Anathema Maranatha 1 He 1 1s under af irtevocable. Carle, 
which the Redeemer will confirm at his coming. 
3- Wilful negle&t of Redeeming Mercy aggravates the Sentence, and briny ; an extra- 
ordinary DaneHon ppon Ciimers, Beliges the doom of the Law which continues 
in its vigour againſt Tranſgreffors, the Goſpels adds a mote heavy one againſt the im-. 
peiiitent, becauſe he believes not in the Neme of the only begotten Son of God, John 3. 
18. Infidelity is an- © "as" 6:4 lan br-6h_ Atigel, but to t e Eternal Son. 
For the Redemption of Souls is reckoned as a part of his NEVE, He' ſball ſee of the 
travel of his Soul end. be ſatisfied, Iſa. 53. Thoſe therefore who .ſpurn at Salvation, 


deny him the Honour of his Sufferings; and ate guilty of the defiance of his Love, 
of the contempe of his CY the provocation of the moſt etifible and. ſevere 
Attribute when 'tis incenſed. This is to ke him at the Heart, ' and 'to kick ag 


bis Bowels. This increaſes the Anguiſh of his $ 
Paſſion. This renews his org, 6 and makes his 
_— that exceeds the guilt of the Fews 5 they once Tild Him beir 

ble in lorious State, but this is a daily crucifying him now orifet,.  Ung 


, 4d imbitters the ina 


- 


(2) g) that ak chuſe that the Accuſer ſhould Aulery, than 
_—_— in their Fehcity. This is the & Coolomigtion that au 
World to e Men from Death, and they refuſe the Pardon, Yohw 3. 


for Was never _offere 
ta thoſe rebellious'Spirits. In ſhort, ſo deadly a malignity there is jn-it, that & it poy-< 
ſons the Goſpel it ſelf, and turns'the ſweeteſt Mercy into the foreſt ' u t. Thi 
Sun of Righteouſneſs who is a reviving Life to the penitent 


r, 1824 


For the degrees of Wrath ſhall be in proportion to the Riches, of neg 
The refuſing Life from Chriſt, makes tis guilty of his Death. ' And' wher Ie! 


of thoſe who defpifed the Majeſty pierced Him, what V: 
tion: of . thoſe O dell e | 
and Sufferings > Thoſe that lived and died mm he Aarne eathenk 
cooler Climate in Hell, than thoſe who neg}efted the great Salyation. 
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The Harmony" of the Divine Attributes 


4p | "© RA P. Xl | 


Divine Juſtice concurs with Mercy in the work of our Redemption. The 
Reaſons why we are Redeemed by the SatisfaFion of Juſtice are ſpecife- 
ed: to declare God's Hatred of Sin, to windicate the Honour of the Law, 
to prevent the ſecure Commiſſion of Sin. Theſe Ends are obtained in the 
Death of: Chriſt. The ; reality of the SatisfaQtion made to Divine Ju- 
ſtice conſider'd. The requilites it order to it, The appointment of God, 
who in this tranſaQtion is to be conſidered not ar a Judge, that is Mi- 
nifter of the Law, but as Governour. His right of Juriſdiction to relax 
the Law as to the execution of it. His Will declared to accept of the com- 
penſation made. The conſent of our Redeemer was neceſſary. He- muſt 
be perfetily'Holy. He'»mft be God and Man. 
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"HE Deity in it ſelf is Simple and Pure,” without mixture or variety : The Scrip- 

- © ture aſcribes Attributes to God for our clearer underſtanding. And thoſe as eſſer- 
tial in him are ſimply oe : They are diſtinguiſh'd only with reſpe& to the divers Ob- 
jets on: which they are terminated, and the. different Efe&s that proceed from them. 

The two great Attributes which are exerciſed towards reaſonable Creatures in their 
lapſed State, are Mercy and Juſtice : theſe admirably concur in the work of our Redemp- 
tion. Altho' God ſpared guilty. Man for the Honour of his Mercy, yet He ſpared not 
bis own Son, who became a Surety for the Offender, ' but delivered Him up to a cruel 
Death for the Glory of his Juſtice. For the clearer underſtanding of this, three things 
are to be condered ; : Es + - 


© x. The Reaſons why we are redeemed by the Satisfaction of Juſtice. 
2. The Reality of the Satisfaftion made by our Redeemer. 


3- The compleatneſs and perfeQtionzof it. Concerning the firſt, there are three dif- 
ferent Opinions, among thoſe who acknowledge the reality of SatisfaCtion. 


I. That'tis not poſſible that Sin ſbould be pardoned without Satisfaftion. For Ju- 
ſtice being a natural and neceſſary excellency in God, hath an unchangable reſpe@ to the 
Qualities which are in the Creatures: That as the Divine Goodneſs is neceflarily exerciſed 
towards a Creature perfe&ly holy, ſo Juſtice is in puniſhing the guilty, unleſs a Satisfa- 
- Qion intervene. And if it be not poſſible, conſidering the Perfedlion of the Deity, that 
Holineſs ſhould be unrewarded, far leſs can it be, that Sin ſhould be unpuniſh'd : ſince : 
the Exerciſe of Juſtice upon which Puniſhment depends, is more neceſſary than that of 
Goodneſs, which is the cauſe of Remuneration. For the Rewards which Bounty diſ- 7 
Pn are pure Favour, whereas the Puniſhments which Juſtice inflis, are due. In : 
+ ſhort, Since Juſtice is a PerfeCtion, 'tis in God in a ſupreme degree, and being Infinite ? 
tis inflexible, This Opinion is afſerted by ſeveral Divines of eminent Learning. 2 
The Second Opinion is, That God by his Abſolute Dominion and Prerogative, might 
have releas'd the Sinner from Puniſhment without any Satisfaftion. For as by his So- 
veraignty He transferr'd the Puniſhment from the Guilty to the Innocent 3 ſo He might 
have forgiven Sin, if no Redeemer had interpoſed. From hence it follows, That the 
_ Chriſt, for the Expiation of Sin, was neceſſary only with reſpeCt to the Divine 
3- The 1hird Opinion is, That conſidering God in this TranſaQtion, as qualified 
with the Office of ſupreme Judge and Governour of the World, who hath given juſt 
Laws to GireCt his Creatures in their Obedience, and to be the Rule of his Proceedings 
with them as to Rewards and Puniſhments. He hath ſo far reſtrain'd the exerciſe of his 
Power, that upon the breach of the Law, either it muſt be executed upon the Sinner, 
or. if extraordinarily diſpens'd with, it muſt be upon ſuch terms as may ſecure the Ends 
of Government : And thoſe are his own Honour, and publick Order, and the Benefit of 
thoſe that are governed. - And upon theſe Accounts 'twas requiſite, ſuppoſing the mer- 
ciful Deſign of God to pardon Sin, that his Righteouſneſs ſhould be declared in the Suf- 
ferings of Chriſt, 4 will diſtin&ly open this. | 
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In the Law the Sovereignty and Holineſs of God eminently appear 7 \And "there are NAY 
two things in all Sins which expoſe the Offender juſtly to Puniſhment: 1 +7 Chap. 12: 


rs en Coe I 


i. A Contempt of God's Sovereignty, and in that reſpect there 'is a kind of equality 


. between them. He that offends in one, is guilty of all, Jam. 2:10. they :being' ratified - 
: by the ſame Authority. And from hence 'tis, that Guilt is the natural Paſſion of Sin ;__ 
that always adheres to. For as. God has a Jidicial Power to 1nflidt Puniſliment _ 
the Diſobedient by virtue of his Sovereignty, ſo the deſert of Puniſhment ariſeth from 
the deſpiſing, it in-the wolation of: his Commands ” Bp 10: Mw boetd 
2. In every Sin there is a. contrariety to God's Holineſs. And in this the natutal tu#- 
pitude of Sin conſiſts, which is receptive of degrees. From hence ariſes God's hatred of 
: Sin, which is as eſentigl/'as his' Love to Himſelf : the infinite Purity and Reftitude of hig 
"1 | Nature, infers the moſt perfe& abhorrence of whatever is oppoſite to it. The | righteous 
| | ord loves Righteouſneſs, but the W, zcked his Soul hates, Plal. 171. 3, 7* Now the Ju- 


ſrice of God is founded in his Sovereignty, and in; his Holineſs 3 and the reaſon why tis 
exerciſed againſt Sin, - is not an arbitrary.» Conſtitution, but liis Hol ( Natufe, to whictt 
Sin is repugnant. Theſe things being,premiſed, it follows, That God in the telatioh of # 
- Governour, 1s Protector of thoſe. SactediLaws which are to direct the Reaſonable Crea- 
ture. And as 'twas moſt reaſonable, that in the firſt giving the Law, He ſhould lay the 
ſtrongeſt reſtraint upon Man' for preventing Sin, by the threatning of Death, the greats 
eſt evil in it ſelf, and' in the eſtimation. of Mankind ;' ſo 'tis moſt congruous to Reaſon, 
when the Command: was broke by Man's Rebellion, that the Pexalty ſhould be uiflifted; 
either on his Perſon, according to the immediate intent of the Law, or ſatisfattion'equi- 
valent to the Offence: ſhould-be made, that the:Majeſty and Purity of God might ap- 
pear in his Juſtice, and there might be a. viſible diſcavery of the value he puts: on Obe-: 
The Life of the Law depends upon the execution of it; for imputiny occafions' 4 
contempt of Juſtice, and -by extenbating Sin in the account of Men, incourages to the 
free commiſhon of it, , .If, Pardon be. eaſily obtained, Sin will be eafily committed/ 
Crimes unpuniſh'd ſeem authoriſed. : The firſt temptation was prevalent by this perſwa- 
ſion, that no puniſhment would follow. Beſides, if upon . the bold violation of the 
Law no puniſhment were inflicted, not only the Glory of God's Holineſs 'wonld be* ob- 
{cured, as.if he did not love Righteouſneſs and hate Sin, bur ſuffered the contempt of the 
one, and the commiſſion of the ather without controul z, bit it: would either refle& up- 
on his Wiſdom, as, if ,he had not upon juſt reaſon eſtabliſh'd:; an alliance. between the 
Offence and' the Penalty ; or upon his Power, as if He were not able to vindicate the 
Rights of Heaven. And after his giving a Law, and declaring that according to the t6-- 
nor of it, He would.diſpenſe Rewards and Puniſhments, if Sin were unrevenged, it 
would leſſen, the ſacredneſs of his Truth in the eſteem of Men. So that the Law and 
Law-giver would be expaſed to contempt, By all which it appears, | that the Honout of 
God was infinitely-concerned in his requiring ſatisfa&ion for the breach of his Laws. 
Temporal, Magiſtrates are bound:to-execute wife-and equal Laws, for the preſetvation 
of Publick Order, and Civil Societies. | 'Tis true, there be ſome caſes wherein the Law- 
giver may. be forced.,to. diſpenſe with the Law, as when the ſparing of an Offender is 
more advantage to the.State than, his puniſhment : . Beſides, there is a ſuperiour Tribunal 
to which great Offenders are obnoxious, and good Magiſtrates, when thfough y 
they are. fain to ſpare the Guilty, refer theta to God's Judgment. | But 'tis otherwiſe 
the Divine Government: For God j)infiaitely ftee from: any" neceſſity of compliance. 
There isno exigency of Gavernment that requires, .that any Offenders ſhould eſcape his 
Severity., 'Neither is,there any Juſtice above his, which might exaCt Satisfation of them, 
Beſides, the Majeſty; of his Laws is, more ſacred. than of thoſe: which preſerve Earthly 
States, and:ought tq te:more inviolable.. The ſan. is this, to_declare God's hatred of 
Sin which is eſſential to his Nature, to preſerve the Honour of the Law, which othetwiſe 
would be ſecurely. deſpiſed, and!loſe its effec, to. prevent Siri, by keeping up in Men an 
holy Fear ta offend God, an eternal reſpeCt in the rational Creature to Hitm's *twas moſt 
ht that the.preſumtuous breach 'of God's Command ſhould hot be unpaniſhed. Now 
| when the San of God was made a Sacrifice for Sin, and by a Bloody. Death made expia- 
tion-of it,,. the World. is convigced howsinfinitely hateful: Sit: is to him, the dignity of 
the Law. is maintained, and Sin is moſt effeftually diſcouraged. There is the ſame Ter- 
| ror, though not the fame Rigor, as if all mankind had been finally condemned. Thus 
It appears how becoming God it was, to accompliſh our Salvation in ſuch a riiantier, 
that Juſtice and Mercy are revealed in their moſt noble and etifietit Effeds and Opeta- 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


_tully anſwer the en 


"* 2. The reality of che ſatisfation made to Divine Juſtice is next to be proved. This 


hap 38: js the Center, and. Heart of the Chyiſtian Religion, from whence all vital and comfor- 
WV ting Ipfluences are derived : and for the © 


pening of ie, 1 will firſt conſider the Requiſites 
in arder £6 it: which are, h 


1. The Appaiptment of God, whoſe Power and Will are to be conſidered in this 


tranſaction, 


(1.) His Power: for 'tisan act of Supremacy to adruit, that the ſuffering of another 


_  ſhavid beefeQual to redeem the Offender. God doth not in this Aﬀair ſuſtain the Per- 


ſon of a Judge, that is the Miniſter of the Law, an cannot free the Guilty by transfer- 
ririg the: Puniſhment on another z but is to be conſidered as Governour, who may by 


pure Juriſdiftion diſpenſe in the execution of the Law, upon thoſe Confidetations which 
þ of Government. | | 

- "The Law is not executed according to the Letter of it, for then no Sinner can be fa- 
yed : but repenting Believers are free from condemnation. Nor is it abrogated, for 
then no Obligation remains as to the Duty, or Penalty of it: but Men are ſtill bornd to 
obey it, and impenitent Infidels are ſtil} under the Curſe : The Wreth of God abides uport 
thew. But 'tis relax'd as tothe puniſhment, by the merciful condeſcenfion of the Law- 


; giyer . 


- Some Laws arc not capable of relaxation in their own Nature : becauſe there is includ- 
ed moral loiquity in the relaxation. As the Commands to love God and gbey Con- 
{cience, can never loſe their binding force. *Tis an univerſal Rule thas ſuffers no ex- 


_ ceptian, God cannot deny himſelf; therefore he can never allow Sin, that direQly op- 


pales the perſeQions of His Nature. Beſides, ſome Laws cannot be relax'd ex hypotheſs, 
upon the account of the Divine Decree which makes them irrevocable, as that all who 
die in their impenitency fhall be damned. Now there was no expreſs ſign annex'd to 
the.SandGtion of the original Law, to intimate, that it ſhould be unalterable as to the 
Letter of-it. The threatning declared the deſert of Sin in the Offender, and the right 
of puniſhing in the Superior z but 'tis ſo to be underſtood, as not to fruſtrate the Pow 


of the Law-giver, to rekax the Puniſhment upon wiſe a Reaſons. 


The Law did neither propound, nor exclude this expedient : for judging without 
paſſion againſt the Sinner, it is ſatisfied with the puniſhment of the Crime. For 'tis not 
the evil of. the Offender that is primarily deligned by the Law, but the preſervation of 
publick order, for the honour of the Law-giver, and the benefit of thoſe that are $yb- 


jets. $0. that the relaxing the puniſhment, as tothe Perſon of the Sinner, by compen- 


{xtion, fully ab{wers the intent of the Law. | 


_ = (2.) As by theright of Juriſdigion God might relax the Law; and appoint a Media- 


tox to interpoſe by way of Ranſom,: ſo he hath declared this Will to accept of Him. 
The Law'in ſtrictly obliged the Sinning Perſon to ſuffer, fo that he might have refy- 
ſed any. other Satiga@ion. ''Fherefore the whole Work of our Redemption is referred 
to His WH a8'the: primary cauſe. Our Saviour-was ſent into the World'by the order of 


'God, John 3:-17: He mas ſealed; 'that is, authorized for that great Work by Commiſh- 


on from Him;: - He was:caljed to blis Office, : by the voice of bis Father from Heaven, Thou 
art my beloved Sox. in. mhom T am well pleaſed, 

Holy Oba and with Pawer, Adts 10. 38. which fignifies as the enduing of Him wich 
the -Graces of the Spirit, ſo the inveſting Him in the -dignity of Mediator, as Kin 
Prieſts, and Prophets were. And both were neceſſary: for his Graces without his Off 
are unprofitable to us, and his Office without his capacity, of no advantage. In ſhort, 
the, Apoſtle obſerves this as the peculiar excellency of the New Covenant, and the foun.- 
gation. of our hopes, that the Mediator was conftituted by a ſolemn Oath, The Lord hath 


ſworn, and will not repent, thax art 4 Prieft for over after the order of Melchiſedec, Heb. 


7» 21. p 


2. The Conſent of our Redeemer was neceffury chat he might by Sufferings ſatisfy for 
us. For being the Lord from Heeven, there was no Baperiour Abority nd. 


or-Power to.compel him. 'Tis true, having become our Surety, "twasneceffary He ſhould 


be accountable to.the Law : But the firſt undertaking was moſt free, When one hath 
 entred into Bonds to pay the Debt of an inſolvent Perſon, he myſt give fatisfaRtion ; 


but *tis an a(t of liberty and choice to make himſelf liable. Our Saviour tells us, Luke. 
24. 46. Tt behoved Chriſt to Jaffe; he doth not ſay that the Son of God ſhould ſuffer, 
bur that Chriſt. This Fitle ſignifies the ſame Perſon in ſubſtance, but not in the ſame 
relpet and;confideration. Chriſt is the Secoxxd Perſon cloathed with our Nature. There 


was no neceſſity that obliged God to appoint his Son, or the Son to accept the Office of 
Mediator 3 but when the Eternal Son kad Þs made Chriſt 


undertook that Charge, and was made Chriſt, 
that 
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ſat. 3. 17. God avointed him with the | 
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in Contriving Man's Redemption. 


1 


PrOVR a. ——_ rn nn — - — . - date I | 
that is aſſumed our Nature in order to redeem us, 'twas neceflary that He ſhould AA 
ſuffer. \ Chap. r2; 


Beſides, His conſent was necefſaty upon another account. For the Satisfaftion doth WWW 

not ariſe meerly trom the Dignity of his Perſon, but from the Law of ſubſtitution, 

whereby he put himſelf in our ſtead, . and voluntarily obliged himſelf to ſuffer the puniſh- 

ment due to us. The efficacy of his Dearh, is by virtue of the Contra between the Fa- 

ther and him, of which there could be no cauſe but pure Mercy, and his voluntary Con» 

deſcenſion. FL -] = 

Now the Scripture declares the willingneſs'of Chriſt, particularly at his entrance into 

the World, and at his Death. Upon His coming into the World, he begins his Life by 

the i-ternal Oblation of himſelf to his Father, Heb. 10. 6, 7. Sacrifice and Offering 

thou didſt not deſire ; mine Ears haſt thou opened : that is, He entirely refi ned himſelf to 

be God's Servant ; Burnt-Offering and Sin-Offering haſt thou not required. Then ſaid I, 

Lo, 1 come, in the Volummn of thy Book 'tis written of me, I delight to do thy Will, O my 

God, yea, thy Law is within my Heart. He ſaw the divine Decree, and embracd it; the + 

Law was in his Heart, and fully poſſeſt all his Thoughtsand AﬀeGions, and had acom- 

manding influence upon his Life. And his Willingneſs 'was fally expreſt by him, when 

he approach'd to his laſt Sufferings. For although he dechned Death as Hon, Daring 

natural and innocent deſires of Self-preſervation, yet as Mediator he readily ſubmitte 
to its Not my Will, but thine be done, was his Voice in the Garden. And this argued 

the compleatneſs and fixedneſs of his Will, that notwithſtanding his averſation from 
Death abſolutely conſidered, yet with an unabated eleQion He ſtill choſe it as the means 
of our Salvation. No involuntary Conſtraint did force him to that fubmiffion ; buit the 
ſole cauſes of it were his free Compliance with his Father's Wilt, and his tender Com- 
paſſion towards Men. He faith, Joh. ro. 18. I have power to lay down my Life, and 
power to take it up : This Command I received of my Father, In his Death, Obedience 
and Sacrifice were united. The Typical Sacrifices were led-tothe Altar, but the Lamb of 
God preſented Himſelf : Gal. 1. 4. Tis faid, He gave himſelf for us, Tit. 2. 14. to 
ſignify his willingneſs in dying. Now the Freeneſs of our Redeemer in dying for us, 
qualified his Sufferings to be reritorions. The Apoſtle tells ns, Rowv. 5. 19. that by the 
obedience of one many are made righteous ;, that is, By his voluntary Suffermgs we are ju- 
ſtified : For without his Conſent, his Death could not have the reſpet of a puniſhment 


tor our Sins. No Man can be compelled to pay anothers Deve, unlefs he make himſelf 


* 


Surety for it. Briefly, The Appointment of God, and the Undertaking of "Chriſt; to 


+ 


redeem us from the Curſe of the Law by his fuffering it, are the Foundation of the New- 
Teſtament. 7 LHR on Rt ROTO 

m He that interpos'd as Mediator, muſt be perfe&tly Holy, otherwife he had been li- 

_ able to Juſtice for his own Sim. And guilty Blood is impure and corrupt, apter to ſtain 
. by its effafion and ſprinkling, than to purge away Sin. 1 he pofile joins thele two as m1- 
ſeparable, 1 Joh. 3. 5. He appeared to take away Sin, and in hin is no Sin, The Prieft- 
kood under the Law was imperfeCt ? as for other Reafons, ſo for the Sins of the Prietts. - 
Aaron the firſt and chief of the Levitical Order, was guilty of groſs Idolatry, fo that 
Reconciliation conld not be obtained by their Miniſtry : For how can one Captive ran- 
ſom another, or Sin expiate Sin? But our Mediator was abſolutely innocent, without 
the leaſt tinRure of Sin Original, or AFual. -He was conceived in a miraculous manner, 
infinitely diſtant from all the Impurities of the Earth. That which is produced in an 
ordinary way, Teceives its Propriety from ſecond Cauſes, and contrafts the defilement 
that cleaves to the whole Species : Whatever 3s born of Blood, and the Will of the Fleſh, 
that is form'd of the Subſtance of the Fleſh, and by the ſewſnal! Appetite, is defiled : But 
though He was form'd of the Subſtance of the Virgin, yet by virtue of an Heavenly 
Principle, according to the words of the Angel to her, Luke 1. 35. The Holy Ghoſt 
ſhall come upon thee, and the Power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee ; therefore alſo that 
Holy Thing that ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of God. He came in the appear- 
ance only of ſinful Fleſh, Rom. 8. 3. As the Brazen Serpent had the Figure, and not the 
Poiſon of the fiery Serpent. He was without a&aal Sin ; He foil'd the Tempter 1n all 
his Arts and Methods wherewith he tried Him. He refiſted the Luſt of the Fleſh, by 
refuſing to make the Stones Bread to afſwage his Hunger; and the Luſt of the Eyes, in 
deſpiſing the Kingdoms of che World with all their Treaſures; and the Pride of Life 
when he would not throw himſelf down, that by the interpoſing of Angels for his re(- 
cue, there might be a viſible proof that he was the Son of God. The Accuſer himſelf 
conteſt him to be the Holy One of God, Mar. 1. 24. he found no Corruption within 
him, and could draw nothing out of him. J«das that betrayed him, and P3late that 
condemned him, acknowledged his Innocence. He perfeRly fulfilled the Law, and did 
always 


- 
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SAS always what pleaſed bis Father, In the midſt of his Sufferings, no irregular Motion di- 

Chap. 12; ſturbed his Soul, but he always expreſt the higheſt Reverence to God, and unſpeakable 

YN Charity to Men. He was compared to a Lamb, (for his Paſſion and his Patience } that 
quietly dies at-the Foot cf the Altar. | | 

Belides, we may conſider in our Mediator not only a perfeft Freedom from Sin, but 
an Impoſlibility that he ſhould be touch'd by it. The Argelical Nature was liable to Fol- 
ly ; but the Hyware Nature by its intimate and unchangeable Union with the Divine is 
eſtabliſh'd atove all poſſibility of Falling. The Deity is Holineſs it ſelf, and by its per- 
ſonal Preſence; is a greater Preſervative from Sin, than either the Viſion of God in Hea- 
ven, or the moſt permanent habit of Grace. Our Saviour tells us, John 5. 19. lhe Sor 
can do nothing of himſelf, but according to the Pattern the Father ſets him. Now the 
perfe& Holineſs of our Redeemer hath a ſpecial Efficacy in making his Death to be the 
Expiation of Sin, as the Scripture frequently declares, Heb. 7. 26, 27. For ſuch an High 
Prieſt became us, who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from Sinners. And he that 
knew no Sin, was made Sin for us, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, 

' 2 Cor. 5. 21. We are Redeemed not with corriuptible things, as Silver and Gold, but with 
the precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without blemiſh, and without ſpot, 1 Pet. 1. 18. 
Axd by his knowledge ſhall #:y righteous Servant juſtifie many, 1a. 53. 11. 
4 Twas requiſite the Mediator ſhould be God and Man. He muſt aflume the Nature 
of Man, that he might be put in his ſtead in order to niake ſatisfaction for him. He 
was to. be our Repreſentative, therefore ſuch a ConjunCtion between us muſt be, that God 
might eſteem all his People to ſuffer in him. By the Law of [ſrae! the Right of Re- 
demption belonged to him that was next in Blood : Now Chriſt took the Seed of Abra- 
ham, the original Element. of our Nature, that having a Right of Propriety in us as 
God, he might have a Right of Propinquity as Man. He was allied toall Men, as Men 
that his Sufferings might be univerſally beneficial. And he muſt be God : 'tis not his In- 
nocency only, or Deputation, but the Dignity of his Perſon that qualifies him to be an 
all-ſufficient Sacrifice for Sin, ſo that God may diſpenſe Pardon, in a way that is honour- 
able to Juſtice, For Juſtice requires a proportion between the Puniſhment and the 
Crime : and that receives its Quality from the Dignity: of the Perſon offended. Now 
fince the Majeſty of God is infinite againſt whom Sin is committed, the Guilt of it can 
never be expiated but by an infinite Satisfaction. There is no Name under Heaven, 
( Ads 4. 12.) nor in Heaven that could fave us, but the Son of God who being equal 
to him in greatneſs, became Man. | 

If there/had been ſuch Compaſſion in the Angels as to have inclined them to interpoſe 

| between Juſtice and us, they had not been qualified for that Work : not only upon the 
account of their different Nature, ſo that by ſubſtitution they could not fatisfie for us ; 
nor that being immaterial Subſtances, they are exempted from the Dominion of Death, 
which was the Puniſhment denounc'd againſt the Sinner, and to which his Surety muſt 
be ſubjeQed : but principally that being finite Creatures, they are incapable to atone an 
incenſed God. Who among all their glorious Orders durſt appear before ſo conſuming 
a Fire? Who could have been an Altar whereon to ſanCtifie a Sacrifice to Divine Juſtice? 
No meer Creature how worthy ſoever could propitiate the ſupreme Majeſty when juſtly 
provoked. Our Redeemer was to be the Lord of Angels. The Apoſtle tells us that it 
pleaſed the Father that in him all Fulneſs ſhould dwel/. This reſpects not his Original Na- 
ture, but his Office, and the reaſon of it is, to reconcile by the Blood of the Croſs, things 
in Heaven and in the Earth. From the Greatneſs of the Work we may infer the quality 
of the Means, and from the quality of the means, the Nature of the Perſon that is to per- 
form it. Peace with God who was provoked by our Rebellion,could only be made by an 
infinite Sacrifice. Now in Chriſt the Deity it (elf, not its Influences and the fulneſs of 
It, not any particular Perfettion only, dwelt really and ſubſtantially. God was pre- 
ſent in the Ark in a ſhadow, and Repreſentation ; He is preſent in Nature by his ſuſtain- 
ing Power, and in his Saints by ſpecial Favour, and the eminent effe&s, the Graces and 
Comforts that proceed from it; but he is preſent in Chriſt in a ſingular and tranſcendent 
manner. The Humanity is related to the World, not only as a Creature to the Author 
of its Being, for 1n this regard it hath an equal reſpect to all the Perſons, but by a pe- 
culiar Conjunaion: For 'tis aCtuated by the ſame ſubſiſtence as the Divine Eſſence is in the 
Son, but with this difference, the one is voluntary, the other neceſſary ; the one is eſpou- 
ſed by Love, the other received by Nature. 

Now from this intimate Union, there is a communication 'of the ſpecial Qualities of 
both Natures to the Perſon of Chriſt : Man is exalted to be the Son of God, and the 
Word abaſed to be the Son of Man. As by reaſon of the vital Union between the Soul 
and Body, the effential Parts of Man, 'tis truly ſaid that he is rational in reſpect of his 
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Souls, and mortal in reſped of his Body. This Union derives an 
the Obedience of Chriſt. For the humane. Nature having its Compl 
Divine Perſon, 'tis not the Nature ſimply conſidered, but the Petſon.. 
_ of Aﬀtions. To illuſtrate this by an Inſtance: The AW . 
Tree tranſplanted from pne Soil to another, and taking Root ther 
Owner of that Ground; in regard that receiving Nouriſhment- from anew 
becomes as-it were another Tree, though there be the ſame individual Root, th 
Body, and the ſame Soul of Vegetation as before (h ). Thus the humane N; 
from the common Maſs of Mankind, and tranſplanted by perſonal nal Uni 
vine, is to be reckoned as intirely belongir to the Divine, and the 
from it are not meerly humane, bat are raiſed above their natural ' 
meritorious. One hour of Chriſt's Life glorified God more, than an 
ration ſpent by Angels and Men in the Praiſes of him.  For-'the moſt: 
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are limited, and finite; and their Services cannot fully correſp 


God ; but when the Word was made F leſb, and entered _y new ite of. : \ 
he glorified God in a divine manner and moſt worthy of hin: He. that 'c9 04 
bove, is above al, John -3. 31-; The All-ſufficiency of his 6 


He that was in the form of God, and thought it no Robbery to be equal. God, Phil, 2. 

6. that is, in the truth of the Divine Nature was equal with the. Father, .and withou ET. 
Sacriledge, or Uſurpation poſſeſt 'Divine Honour, he became obedient et to the death of 1 
Croſs, 1 Cor. -2. 8. The Lord of Glory was crucified. We ave 
of God. And the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt bis Son cleanſeth: as From « Sh, AQ; 26.'n | 
The Divine Nature gives it an infinite and'everlaſting Efficacy. | Q Fr TT, 7,2 & 

And 'tis obſervable, that the Socinians, the declared Enemies of”! is: Etern ON 

ſentaneonſly to their firſt impious Error, deny his SatisfaQtion. . or if Jef 
were but a titular God, his Sufferings how deep ſoever, had been inſufficient 
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our Offence : in his Death he had been only a+ , not a Mediator: 
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the guilt of Sin, which as 'tis inconceivably great, ſuch maſt the. p1 
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Tuftice is declared and glorified in the Dia of Chyiſt. The three- 
*couph.the Seriptures. gives of it : As 4 Puniſhment infli&ed for Sin, 
Price! to::iredeew' #5 from Hell, as « Sactifice 0 reconcile us to God. 
| ally'p He Chriſt with the allowance of God interpoſes 

His 'De cath Was fed on bin bu the ſupreme Judge. 
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Thi Effect of them is our Freedom. Arn Anſwer 
no 0p the” . ObjeAion, That "tis a violation of Juftice to transfer the Puniſh- 
ent f am the/guilty | to the innocent. .. The Death of Chriſt 7s the Price 
reds eMC, ;from Hell. .. This ſingular effe& of bis Death diftinguiſbes 
fron the: Deatb of the Martyrs. | 4n Anſwer to the ObjeGtions. How 
vald G8” 'Fogebve this Price, ſirice be gave his Son to that Death which 
18.28 nd bow our Redeemer, ſuppoſing bim God, can make Sa- 
fa LN Beaker 7 The Death of Chriſt repreſented as a Kenn. The 
Fig er ces. under. the 'Law were ſubſtituted in the place of guilty 
.. The E ped of them anſwerable to their threefold Reſpe& 10 God, 
#- Mes © The  Attonement of Anger. the Expiation of Sin, and 
:fno WErs Tia al ſorts of of Placatory Sacrifues are referr 'dl 
1 «nd; the effets of them ins ſublime and perfe& manner. No 
 rejictiop-reoke freeneſs and greatneſs of God's Lowe, that Chriſt by bis 


Deaths Him to Men. 


clared and glorified inthe obedient Sufterings of Chriſt. For the opening this Point, 
'tis neceflary to oer the Account the Scripture gives of his Death 5 which 1s threefold. 
1. 'Tis repreſented under the relation of Puniſhment inflicted on him for Sin, and 
the effe& of it is Satisfaftion to the Law. 
-2. AS a Price to redeem us from Hell. 
- Under the notion of a Sacrifice to reconcile God to Sinners. 
Firſ, As a Puniſhment inflited on him for Sin. This will appear by confidering, 
 I- That Man by his Rebellion againſt God was Capitaly guilty : He ſtood ſentenced 
by the Law to Death. 
_ 2. Chriſt with the allowance of the ſupreme Judge interpoſed as our Surety, and in 
that relation was made liable to Puniſhment. Sins are by reſemblance called Debts. 


as the Creditor hath a right to exaCt the Payment from the Debtor, ſo God hath a 

right to inflict Puniſhment on the Guilty. But with this difference, the Creditor 

by.. the meer ſignification of -his Will may diſcharge the Debtor, tor he hath an ab* 

| fk over his Eſtate : whereas publick Juſtice is concerned in the Puniſhment of 

> vid Dr. the guilty. * This is evident by many Inſtances. For '*tis not ſufficient that a Criminal 


who wit 


lk 2}. Pardon, The Intereſt of a private Perſon, who hath received an Injury, is ſo diſtintt 
aeſe hath vin from that of the State, that ſometimes the injured Party ſolicites the Pardon of the Offen- 
Erin of Sat. der, without ſucceſs. Which ſhews, that principally 'tis not to fatisfie the particular Per- 
fadtion, from ſon, that the Crime is puniſh'd, but to ſatisfie the Law, and prevent future"Diſorders. 

oe Obyeins Now our Debt was not pecuniary but penal: And as in Civil Caſes, where one becomes 
_* Surety for another, he is obliged to pay the Debt, for in the eſtinrate of the Law they 

_ are = one. Perſon, Heb. 7. 22. So the Lord Jeſus Chriſt entring into this relation, 

he ſuſtained the ns of Sinners, -and became judicially-one with them; and accord- 

ing to the Order: of Juſtice, was liable to their Puniſhment. The Diſpleaſure of God 

was primarily and diredtly againſt the Sinner, but the effe&s of it fell upon Chriſt, who 
undertook = him. The Apoſtle tells us, Gel. 4 4, 5- That when the Fulneſs of time 

. came, God ſent his Son, made under the f Yay _— he might redeem them that were under 

the Law. He took our Nature and Condition : He was made under the Law Moral and 


(ercmonial 


WEIS 


[© premiſed theſe things, I ſhall now prove that the Divine Fubice is really de- 


As a Debt obliges the Debtor to Payment, ſo ſin doth the Sinner to Puniſhment. And | 


Stillingfleet, {atisfie his Adverſary, unleſs the Prince, who is the Guardian of the Laws, give him 
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| in Cntriving Man's Redemption. © 
Ceremonial. The direive part of the Moral Law he fulfilled by the Tate 'c 
the Penalty he ſatisfied as our Surety, being under an Oblig; ocency 
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t 4 of Soveraignty in. 
our Surety, but an Adof Juſtice to inflift the puni 


the Tree (i). This neceſſarily jp 
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quent of it, the transferring of our 
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the Second, was the Sentence of the Law. Now the ſufferings 
to this Puniſhment. The Death which the Law threatned for fi 
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lecond Death, fo 
his Soul was not m 


. Chap. 13- prsſfions of Wrath made upon his inward Man. Had the Cup he fear'd been only Death, 


LY WV with the bitter Ingredients of diſhonour and pain, many have drank it with more appear- 
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armony of the Divine Attributes 


the Ford is brat ies, 1a. 53. 10. this principally reſpedts the Im- 


va 
con” 


Dteaſure. It pleaſed 


ing reſolution. - The Martyrs endured more cruel Torments without complaint; nay, in 
cheit ſharpeſt Conflias have expreſt a triumphant Joy. Whereas our Redeemer was un- 
der all the innocent degrees of fear and ſorrow at the approach of his Sufferings. From 
whence was the difference? Had Chriſt leſs Courage? He was the Fountain of their For- 
titude : The difference was not in the diſpoſition of the Patients, but in the nature of the 
Sufferings. He endured that which is infinitely more terrible than all outward Torments. 
The Light of Joy that always ſhined in his Sou}, a ſweet Image of Heaven, was then to- 
tally eclipsd. | God, the Fountain, 'of Compaſſion, reſtrain'd himſelt; his Father ap- 
pear'd a ſevere inexorable Judge, and dealt with him not as his Son, but our Surety. 
Under all the Cruelties exercis'd by Men; the Lamb of God open'd not his Mouth ; but 
when the Father of Mercies, and the God of all Conſolation, torſook him, then he broke 
forth into a mournful Complaint. Now by this account of Chriſt's Sufterings from Scrip- 
ture, 'tis evident; they were truly penal ; for they were inflicted for Sin, by the Supreme 
on account, proves that they are SatisfaCtion to Divine Juſtice, for we are exemp- 
ted from Puniſhment, by his Submiſſion to it. He freed us Swe the Curſe of the Law, be- 
ing made a Curſt' for us, Gal. 3. 13. The wn ene of our Peace was upon him, by whoſe 
faripor wi are heated; Ta.' 53. 5. So that his Death being the Meritorious Cauſe of free- 
ingthe' Guilty, is properly SatirfaF7on. 

.-Before © proceed to the ſecond Conſideration of Chriſt's Death, I will brietly anſwer the 
ObjeCtion of the Socin?ars, viz. That 'tis a Violation of Juſtice to transfer the Puniſhmene 
from'one to another, fo that the Righteous God could not. puniſh his innocent Son for 


ons'Sins.' Now. toſhew the invalidity of this Pretence, we muſt conſider ; 


, i 


:. 221% That Jaoftice is not an irregular appetite of Vengeance ariſing from Hatred that can- 


4 nat be fatisfied-bur-with the Deſtruction of the Guilty. It preſerves Right with ons 
| _AFeons, and is content when” the Injury it repair'd, from whomſoever Satisfaction 


arvinnocent' Perſort catt't ſuffer #5 innocent without Injufſtice, yet he may 
volunmritycortradt-an Obligation, which will expoſe him to deſerved Sufterings. The 
Wiſdom and Juſtice of all N xtiofs agree in puniſhing one for anothers Fault, where con- 
ſent is preceding, as in the'caſe 'of Haftages. And although it's Efſenrial to the Na- 
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Bs os (hifent-to' be inflicted” for Sin, yet not on the Perſon of the Sinner : For i» 


-are One. 


9c - faran were equivalent to the Sentence of the Law. And the benefit we receive up-- 
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Will, as its moſt natural and neceflary Effect. So that in laying. the. puniſhment or 
Chriſt, under which Mankind muſt have ſunk for ever, there is nothing agal wt JULrIC 
2. The Death of Chriſt is the Price which redeems us from our woful Captvity. 
Mankind was fallen under the Dominion of Satan and Death, and could not obtain free; 
dom by eſcape, or meer power. For by the order of Divine Jaſtice. we were decal nec 
Priſoners : So that till God the Supreme fadgei is ſatisfied, there can be no diſcharge. Now 
the Lord Chriſt hath procured our deliverance by his Death, according to the eſtimo- 
ny of the Apoſtle, Col. 1. 14. We have Redemption through his Blood, even the : forgiveneſs 
of Sins. His Blood is congruouſly called a Price,becaiſe in conſideration of it our Fe” | 
dom is purchaſed. He1s our Redeemer by Ranſom 3 2 He gave himſelf a Ranſom for all 
1 Tim. 2. 6. and that fi jpnifies the Price Nd for the freeing of 4 Captive. . The. word 
uſed by the Apoſtle, 4&r2/egs, hath a ſpecial Emphaſis, it fignifies an exchang of Oo 
Ne with us, .the redeeming us from Death, by dying for us. As the erreſus 


devoted themſelves to Death, for the reſcuil of ethers. Our Saviour told his ; Diſciples, 


that the Son of Man came to give his Life « Ravſom for many: * av a7, (ignifies a commuta- * pac. 20. 28. 
tion or exchange, with reſpett of Things or Perfons : Thus we are re commanded to render > or 
_ to none Evil for Evil fT: And if a Son ask ou, his Father 4 jb, , will he give nd « Ser 


encngs $e. Him. The effe&t GrſE + of our Gavioaeh Pea Hh He g wry 2 De. ” roma = 
Ranſom for many, isevidently this, that hedied in their ſtead ; and his Life a5 Price "—p >, >, © 
vened to obtain their Redemption. *Tis for ri Reaſon the glorified Saints ſun " 0 
Hymn of Praiſe to the Divine Lamb, Tg my art Wye : Show weſt ſlain, anc = 
redeemed us to God by thy Blood, Rev. 5 5.9. The fingular an (a et of Gs 
Dearh, aiſtinguiſhes it From the Death * the moſt excellent Ma If he had died 
only for the Confirmation of the Goſpel, or to exhibit to us a Partera of Suffering Gra- 
ces, what were there peculiar and extraordinary in his Death > How can it be ſaid that 
he was crucified for us alone ? For the Martyrs ſealed the Truth with their Blood,(1 Cor. 
I. 13.) and left admirable Examples of Love to God, of Zeal for his Glory, .of Patience 
under Torments, arid of Compaſlion to their Pefſecutors : : Yet It were intolerable Blaſ- h 
hemy to ſay that they redeem'd us by their Death, And *tis ,obſery: le, when the 
th of Chriſt is propounded in Scriprure as a Patterh of Patience, 'tis with a ſpecial 
Circumſtance that diſtinguiſhes it from all others. Chrii? ſoffered X's 14; leaving ns an 
| Example that we ſhould follow his ſteps : Who his awn ſelf bare our Sins in his own Body on the 
| Tree; by whoſe ftripet Je were healed, 1 Pet. 2. 19, 24+ The truth is, if the. fole nd of 
Chriſt's Death were to induce Men to believe his Promiſes, and. to. imitate. his Graces, 
there had been no ſuch neceſſity of it : For the Miracles he did, had been ſufficient « 
confirm the Goſpel, yet Remifhion of Sins is never arttated to. them: And the Miſerics 
he ſaffered during the courſe of his Life, had been ſufficient to ipſtr us how. to. behave 
our ſelves under Indignities and Perfecutions: 1d at the laſt he might have given as full 
a Teſtimony to the Truth of his DoQrine, by his deſcent from the Croſs, as by dying for 
us. But no lower price than his Blood could make Compenſation to the Law, and Sa- 
tifattion. to God ; and to deny this, is to rob him of the Glory. of his Death, and to _ 
deſtroy. all our Comfort. "©. "Mc 
'Tis objetted. by thoſe who nullif the Myſtery of-the Croſs of. the Lord Jeſus; bow # - 
could God receive fo Price, fince he gave up bis Son to that Death which redeems us; 
Ai how can our Redeemer, Ln. hit God, make as to bs Tothis' 
I anfwer, es ns, | | 
r. The infinite Good! gz Our Redeemer 
the Office of Supreme Jadge, nor prej -adfce his examining of the Cauſe according to. 
Soveraign JuriſdiQtion, and: his recetvihg a Ranſom to preſerve *e Os of Ta iſtice 4 
violable. There.is an.eminent Inſtance of this in Zalexcus, the Pri1 ce Of the 4 ocri, 
who paſt a, Law chat Adulterers ſhould loſe both theit yes: A id w hen his ON. Was 
victed of that Crime, the People who reſpe&ed bim for his excellent Vertues, out 
ty to him, interceded' for the Offender. Zaleucus (Vid. Hlies Var, Hiftor. 1. 13. C. 24 
in a Conflidt between Zeal for Juſtice, and. AﬀeQion to his Son, took but one Eye from: Y 
him, and. parted with one of his own to (atisfie the Law. And thus he paid and. re- 


ceived the Puniſhment : He paid it aSa Father, 1d ' received it as the Conſervator of . 

publick Juſtice. Thus when guilty Mankind 1 in its Poverty c 2uld not pay the Forfeit ure 

to the Law, God the Father of Mercies was pleaſed to give it from the Treaſures of I 

Love; that i is, the Blood of his Son for our Ranſom. And this he receives | from the 

Hand of Chriſt, offer'd upon the Croſs, as the Supreme Judge, and declares it fully va- 

luable, and the Rights of Juſtice to be truly performed: k 
2. It 
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SN 2. It is not inconſiſtent with Reaſon, that the Son of God cloathed with our Nature, 
Chap. 13. ſhould by his Death make SatisfaQtion to the Deity, and therefore to himſelf, In the 
according of two Parties, a Perſon that belongs to one of them, may interpole for Re- 
conciliation, provided that he deveſts his own Intereſt, and leaves it with the Party 
from whom he comes. Thus when the Senate of Roe, and the People were in difſen- 
ſto, one of the Senators truſted his own Concernment with the Council, of which he 
was a Member, and mediated between the Parties to reconcile them, (Menenius Agrippa, 
Liv. 1. 2.) Thus when the Father and the Son both poſſeſt of the Imperial Power, have 
been offended by Rebellious SubjeQts, 'tis not inconvenient that the Son interpole as a Me- 
diator, to reſtore them to the Favour of the Prince. And by this he reconciles them to 
himſelf, and procures them Pardon of an Offence, by which his. own Majeſty was viola- 
ted. This he doth as Mediator, not as a Party concern'd. Now this isa fit Illuſtration of 
| the Great Work of our Redemption, ſo far as Humane Things can repreſent Divine. For 
all the Perſons of the Glorious Trinity were equally provok'd by our Sin; and to obtain 
our Pardon, the Son with the conſent of theFather, depoſits his Intereſts into his Hands, 
| and as a Mediator intervenes between us and him, who in this TranſaCttion 1s the Depoſi- 
tary of the Rights of Heaven, and having performed what Juſtice required, he reconci- 
led the World to God, that is, to the Father, Himſelf and the Eternal Spirit. In this Cauſe 
his Perſon is the ſame, but bis Quality is different : He made fatisfa&ion as Mediator, and 
receiv'd it as God. Tis in this ſenſe that the Apoſtle faith, x Joh. 2. 2. We have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous : Not to exclude the other Perſons, but 
in regard the Father as the Frſ# Perſon is the Proteftor of Juſtice, our Mediator in ap- 
peaſing Him appeaſes the other alſo. 
| 3. The Death of Chriſt is repreſented under the notion of a Sacrifice offer'd up to God, 
For the more full underſtanding of this, we muſt conſider that Sacrifices were of two kinds. 
1. Some were Exchariſtical : They are called Peace-ofterings, by which the Sacrificer 
acknowledged the Bounty of God, and his own unworthineſs, and rendred Praiſe for 
.a favour received, and deſired the Divine Bleſſing. 
 _ 2. Expiatory: The Sin-offerings for the averting of God's Wrath. The Inſtitution of 
them was upon a doxble Reaſon ; | 
7. That Man is a Sinner, and therefore obnoxious to the juſt indighation and extreme 
Diſpleafure of the Holy and Righteous God. 2. That God was to be propitiated, that 
he might pardon them. Theſe Truths are engraven in the natural Conſciences of Men, 
, as appears by the pretended Expiations of Sin among the Heathens : But are more clear- 
| ly reveal'd in the Scripture. Under the Law, without the effuſion of Blood, there was no 
Remiſſzon, Heb. 9. 22. To fignify, that God would not forgive Sin without the atone- 
ment of Juſtice, which required the Death of the Offender ; but it being tempered with 
Mercy, accepted a Sacrifice in his ſtead. And that there was a Subſtitution of the Beaſt 
in the place of the Guilty Offender, appears by the Law concerning Sacrifices. 1. None 
were inſtituted for Capital Offences, as Murder, Idolatry, Adultery, &c. becauſe the ' 
ſinner himſelf was to be cut off : But for other Sis, which although in ſtricneſs they 
deſerved Death, yet God, who was the King of Iſrael, was pleaſed to remit the Forfei- 
' ture, and to accept the 'Life of the Sacrifice for the Life of the Sizzzer. 2. The guilt 
Perſon was to offer a clean Beaſt of his own ; to ſignify the Surrogation of it in his ſtead. 
For in the relation of a Poſſefſor he had a Dominion. over it, to apply it to that uſe. 
3- The Prieſt, or the Perſon that offer d, was to lay his Hands on the Head of the Sa- 
 crifice, thereby Conſecrating it to God, and Devoting it in his ſtead to bear the puniſh- 
ment. For this reaſon 'twas called a Sz, and a Gurſe; Lev. 17. 11. 4 The Confeſhon 
ot Sin by the People, orthe Prieſt, as in the day of Atonement ſignified that the;guilt of 
all met on the Sacrifice for Expiation. 5. The Blood was to be ſhed wherein the vital Spi- 
rits are, an cp repreſentation what the Sinner deſerved : And that it was accepted for 
his Life. 6. Laſtly, The deprecating of God's Anger was joined with the Sacrifice. As 
when a Man was (hin, and the Murderer was not = : the Elders of the City next to 
the dead Body, were to kill an Heifer in a Vally, and to pray that innocent Blood might 
not be laid totheir Charge: Otherwiſe the Land could not be cleanſed from the Guilt of 
- Blood, but by the Blood of the Murtherer. 
(k) Thoſe Ef- 2. The Effe@s of theſe Sacrifices declare their Nature (k): And they are anſwerable to 
je by "BY their threefold reſpect, to God, to Sin, to Man, To God, that his Anger might be ap- 
ad 207 | Peaied ; toSin, that the Fault might be expiated ; to Man, that the guilty Perſon might 


with the uf obtain Pardon, and Freedom from Puniſhment. Thus when a Sacrifice was duly offered, 


aur x83 £15 (Aid to be of a ſweet Savor unto the Lord, and to atone him, Lev. 1. 17; and the Re- 
eeuic, « a6 miſſion of Sins, with the Releaſe of the ſinner followed 2 The Prieſt ſhall expiate it, that 


182 


Treo wit 


the Greeks, 1s, declaratively, and it ſhall be forgiven him. Now there was a double Guilt contratted by 
thoſe that were under the Moſaical Diſpenſation. 1. Typical, 
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| in Contrroing. Man's Redemption... 183 
x. Typical, from the Breach of a Ceremonial, Conſtitution, which had no relatiqn- to Ovokardh 
Morality. Such were natural Pollutions, accidental Diſcaſes, the touching of: a. dead YT 


Body, &c. which were eſteemed vicious according to: the Law, and the Defiled- were 
excluded from Sacred and Civil Society. Now thele Impurities conſidered. in themſelves, 
deſerved no Puniſhment. For involuntary and inevitable Infirmities, and: 'corporeal 
things, which do not infe& the inward Man, are the Marks of our abjeCt and weak State, 
but are not themſelves finful. , Therefore Ceremonial Guilt was expiated by a Ceremoni- 
al Offering. For 'tis according to the nature of things, that Obligations ſhould be diſ- 
ſolved by the ſame means, by which they are contratted. As therefore thoſe Pollutions 
were pexal meerly by the poſitive Will of God ; ſo (the Exerciſe of his Supreme Right 
being tempered with Wiſdom and-Equity ) he ordained that the Guilt ſhould be abo- 
liſh'd by a Sacrifice, and that they ſhould be fully reſtored to their former Priviledges. 
Thus the Apoſtle tells us, Heb. 9. 13. that the Blood . of thoſe Sacrifices ſan@ifies to the 


_ purifying the Feſb, that is, communicated a legal Purity to the Offerers; and confequent- 


ly a right to approach the holy Place. Now the reaſon of- theſe Inſtitutions was, that 
the legal Impurity might repreſent the true Defilements of S$in,-and the Expiatory 'Sacri- 
fices prefigure that great and admirable Oblation which ſhould purge away: all Sin. 

2. A real Guilt which reſpects the Conſcience, and was contrafted fromthe Breach. of 
the Moral Law, and ſubjeCted the Offender to Death Temporal and Eternal. | This could 
not be purged away by thoſe Sacrifices. For how is it poſſible the Blood. of a Beaſt ſhould 
cleanſe the Soul of a Man, or content the Juſtice of an offended God 2 Nay on the con» 
trary, they reviv'd the guilt of Sz, and reinforced the rigour of the Law, and were a 
publick Profeſſion of the Miſery of Men : For this reaſon the Law is-called the Mzziitry 
of Death. As the Moral contained a Declaration of our Guilt, and God's right to pu- 
niſh, ſo all the parts of the Cercxz0rial were either Arguments and/ Convictions of-Six, 
or Images of the Puniſhment due {or them. But as they had a relation to: Chriſt who 
was their Complement, ſo they ſignified the Expiation of moral Guilt by his Sacrifice, aud 
freed the Sinner from that #exxporal Death to which he was liables asa Repreſentative of 


' our Freedom from eternal Death by. the Blood of the Croſs. ' This will appear more 


clearly by conſidering, 1. That all kinds of placatory Sacrifices axe referred to Chriſt in 
the New Teſtament. 2. That all their Effets are attributed to'him in a ſublimer and moſt 
perfe& manner. He is called a Lamb in the notion of a Sacrifice, The | Lemb ' iaiz from 
the Foundation of the World, Rev. 13. 8. A Lamb was uſed in the Expiation of mioral 
and legal Impurities, Lev. 5. 6. & 14. 12. He is called our Paſsover that was ſacrificed 
for us, 1 Cor. 5. 7. The Paſchal Lambain its firſ# Inſtitution had an expietory Efficacy, 
Exed. 12. 13. for God by looking on that Blood, averted! the Deſtruction from the 
Iſraelites, which ſeized on the Egyptians, This was the reaſon of the Prohibition, that 
none {houJd go out of the Houſe till the Morning, leſt they. ſhould be ſtruck by the de- 
{troying Angel : Not but that the Angel could diſtinguiſh the I/rae/ites from the Egypei- 
ans abroad, .but 'twas typical, to:ſhew their Security: was in being under: the guard of the 
Lamb's Blaod, which was ſhed to ſpare theirs. Thus the Apoſtle Peter tells. us, 1 Pez. 
I. 19, We are redeemed by the Blood of the pure and perfe# Lamb.” And he was repreſen- 
ted by the red Heifer, whoſe Aſhes were the chief Ingredient in the Water of: Purifica- 


tion. . For if the Blood of Bulls and. Goats, and the: Aſhes of on ATI eg the" wes 
clean, ſanitifieth to the purifying of the Fleſh, How much more ſpall. the: Bload of Chriſt ' purge 
the Conſcience £ Heb. 9. 13, 14. Eſpecially the: Anniverſary:Sacrifice,' which / was: the: A- 


bridgment and Recapitulation of all the reſt, -had ' an -eminent;+tefpe&t to' Chriſt :. The 


whole Epiſtle to the Hebrews is tinCtured with this divine Do&rane. 5 ll 7 
Secondly, The Ettedts of Chriſt's Death are i»f#nitely more excellent than thoſe that pro- 
ceeded from Levitical Sacrifices. * ſhe Law had-a ſhadow of good things to come, Heb." 10. 
1. But the real Virtye and Efficacy 1s only found in Chriſtes + + 2 hen wt 
I. The Averſion of God's Wrath 1s afcribed.to his Death z according'to the Words-of 
the Apoſtle, Rom. 3. 25,26. Wham God hath ſet forth ta be a Propitiatioa throagh Faith 


in bis Blood, to declare his Righteouſneſs for the 'Remiſſton of Sins that are paſt, through the 
forbearance of God, to declare, I ſay, at this time his Righteouſueſs, that he: 'might be juſt, 


and the Fuſtifier of him that believes.in Jeſus. A propitiation GAaugferw, the Title of 'the 
Mercy-ſeat;i partly in regard it cover'd the Tables of the Law: which" were- broke by ws, 
to ſ1gnifie that by him Pardgg is procur'd for-us; and principally becauſe God was. refs 
dred propitious by the prin mn 
there, as on a Throne of Grace, favaurable ta bis People... - For:this Reaſon he givesthe 
name of the Figure to Chriſt, for he alone anfwers:the Charge of ' the Law, :and:inter 
poles between Juſtice and our Guilt, and by his own Blood hath reconcited God tous; 


;Naw the delign of God in this Appointment was to. dectare his Righteouſneſs ; 'that: "is, 


that 


g:the Blood af: the Sacrifice on it; and exhibited himfelf 
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CAN) that glorious Attribute that inclines him-to puniſh Sinners: For in the Legal Propitia- 
Chap. 13. tions, although the guilt of Men was publickly declared in the Death of the Sacrifices, 

A yet the Juſtice of God did not fully appear, ſince he accepted the Life of a Beaſt m 
Compenſation for the Life of a Man : Bur in the Death of Chriſt he hath given the moſt 
clear Demonſtration of his Juſtice, a ſufficient Example of his Hatred to Sin, condem- 
ning and puniſhing it in the Perſon of his beloved Son ; that'the whole World may ac- 
knowledge 'twas not from any Inadvertency, but meerly by the Diſpenſation of his Wiſ- 

dom and Goodneſs that he forbore ſo long. And by the Death of Chriſt he hath de- 
clared that Glorious Myſtery which no created Underſtanding could ever have conceiv- 


. 


"Negeees Sie Pardon. The ſame Apoſtle tells us, thatChriſt hath giver himſelf for us, * an Offering 
the young and a Sacrifice to God for a ſweet ſmelling Savonr, a s. 2, He 1s qualified as a Prieſt, 
 fering andSin- hoſe Office it was to preſent to God an Offering for appealing his An g 
fre fo. himſelf ; the Oblation that is added to his Death, gives the compleat Formality of a Sacri- 
both is in the fice to it 3, for 'tis the Prieſt gives being to the Sacrifice: And the effect of it is, to be a 
| arr 9 1x, (weet ſmelling ſavour to God 
aſes God, 
and obtains our Reconciliation to God is attributed to the Death of Chriſt, in diſtinction from his 
Ns ga glorified Life : For if when we were Enemies we weft reconciled to God by the Death of his | 
his Favor. Son, auch more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſaved by bis Life. And the ſame. Apoltle tells 


en, and of Men to God: The firſt 
ſtle's. Exhortation, the latter the effe&t of it. The firſt was ob- 


2. The true expiation of Sin is the effe&t of Chriſt's Death. He is called the Lamb of 
God, that takes away the Sins of the World, 1 John 29. Now Sin may be taken away in 
two manners, TO | 

Firf#, By removing its Guilt, and exempting the Perſon that committed it from Death ; 
and when this is effected; by enduring the Puniſhment that was due to Sin, 'tis proper- 
ly Expiation. | | 

Secondly, By healing the corrupt Inclinations of the Heart, from whence aQtual Sins 
pores. 'Tis true, our Redeemer takes away Sin in both theſe reſpets : He delivers 

om the Damnation and Dominion of it: For he is made of God our Righteouſneſs and 
SexnTification, 1 Cor. 1. 30. Bur the firſt ſenſe is only convenient here: For 'tis evident 
that the Lamb took away Sin, that is, the Guilt of it, by dying inſtead of the Sinner, 
and had no effeCt for the deſtroying the malignant Habits of Sin in the Perſon who offer- — | 
_ edit. And ''tis more apparent, that this Divine Lamb hath taken away the Guilt of our | 
fins, -in that He bore them in his own Body on the Tree, 1 Pet. 2. 24. For the native force 
. of the word eipew ſignifies, not only to take away, but to carry and bear, which applied 
to Sin, is nothing elſe but to ſuffer the Penalty of it. And 'tis to be obſerved, when 
cleanfing, purifying, and waſhing are attributed to the Blood of Chriſt, they- have an 
immediate reſpect to the Guilt of Sin, and declare its Efficacy to take off the Obligation to 
Puniſhment. Thus 'tis ſaid ( 1 Fohr 1. 7.) that His Blood cleanſeth from all Sin: and 
that it purgeth the Conſcience from dead Works ;, Heb, 9. 4. and that we are waſht from 
oxr Sins in bis Blood, Rev. 1. 6. The frequent Sprinklings and Purifications with Wa- 
ter.under the Law, fears og our cleanſing from the defilements of fin by the Grace of 
the Spirit ; but the ing of the Blood of Sacrifices was to purge away fins ſo far as 
they: were made liable to a Curſe. | 
Thirdly, Our exemption from Puniſhment, and our reſtoration to Communion with 
God in Grace and Glory is the fruit of his expiating Sin. For this reaſon the Blood of 
the Mediator ſpeaks better things than that of Abel, Heb. 12,..24. For that cried for Re- 
venge _ the Murderer, but his procures Remiſſion t& Believers. And as the juſt 1 
deſert of fin is Separation from the Preſence of God, who is the fountain of F elicity 5 
|. ſo when the Guilt 1s taken away, the Perſon is received into God's Favour and Fellow- 
= ſhip. A Repreſentation of this is ſet down in the 24th of Exodus, where we have de- 
34 ſcribed the manner of dedicating the Covenant between God and Jſrael by bloody Sa 
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ces : after Moſes had finiſh'd the Offering, 1g, and {| 
People, the Elders of [frac], who were bk 
then invited to come into his Preſence. a 
him. Thus the, Ecernal Covenant is ef] 
the Benefits it contains, as Remiſſion of ſi1 
Grace, and the Enjoy ment of God in Glo 
The ſum of all 1 | this That as under the 
of Blood, nor Sin en without ſuffering. 
without rhe ſubſtitution of a Sacrifice z, ſo : eminently. 
Death of Chtiſt. He reconciled Go by. his moſt '*preci jous Þ 
ſin by enduring the Curſe, and hat | procurec our. | ardon by being, wade. Ga - 
that 'ris moſt evident, that the proper and dire end of the Death of;.Chri: 
God might exerciſe his Mercy to the guilty Sinner in a way that, 4s. 
uſtice. og: 
, 'Tis objetted, That if God from infinite Mercy gave his So to. 
to the coming of Chriſt he had the higheſt Love for Mankind;;and 
was no need that Chriſt by his Death ould ſatisfie Juſtice, tq recoi cile him to us. But. ©: 
a clear Anſwer may be given to this by conlideting, oy fo RIFE Oo OTST - 
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1. That Anger and Love are conſiſtent at the ſame time, and may in ſeveral 5 
be terminated on the ſame Subjeft.. A Father -refenis a double Aﬀetion -to# 
bellious Son 3, he loves him as his Son, js ay 4 with him as diſc 
laps'd State, . God had aflion on. vs Sh is Creatures, and 1 
ners. As the injured Party he laid alide his Anger, but: as the p 
quired fatisfaQion. . en ag ny Br) 
2. We muſt diſtinguiſh between a' love of Good- will and ' 
ſ& is that whi 
judice to his other PerfeQions he-mig] 
us: The other is that whereby he,.deli 
according to'his Image. The firſt: app 
' There is a viſible-inſtanee of this in" the ca 
phaz the Temanite, ( Job.” 42. 7, 8.) My: Pings i: kindled age 
Friends; becauſe ye have not ſpoken of me the things that. are rig f,. 4x 
Here is a Declaration of God's Anger, yet with th 
 therefare fake unto you now ſeven locks, and even. [Oh r, 4 
and offer up for your ſelves a Burnt-offering, and my Servant Jo | 
will I accept. He loved them when he TireQed the way that 
his Favour ; yet he was not reconciled, for then there had 
attone his Anger. x | PER 
2. 'Tis further obje&ed, That ſu poling the Satisfidhi J 
the freeneſs. and greatneſs of God's Fore } in pardoning 
But it wilLappear that the Divine 7 18 


Firſt, The freeneſs of God's Love, is not diminiſhed, for that is is he : Yig 
our Salvation, and hath no cauſe above it, to excite, or dra it forth 1, but 
from his ownl. Will This Love is ſo abſolute, th af El Toe 


for us,” Rom. 9. 18. And that whi F is the LIT Ms 6 th 
not be the impullive Cauſe of it. This? ſt ft IL ve. bf Ye! 


Secondly, Grace in Scripture is never e e 
had Why 7 fatisfaction, uſtice it ſelf had abſolve 
the Command of our Duty-which confi $ in 2. 
. Puniſhinent, that .is a Phyſical 'Evil 3 'to / 
we had iy a ap 
oblis 


the account DE bis Suffer 
Grace, through the Redem = 6 ii in 
accepted, that imputes 2d applies his: 

And as the Freeneſs, ſo the Riches of 1 
Chriſt made for us. *Tis true, we have a pattern of 
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lel'd, in the Death of Chriſt: Butto = Severity” of I 
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milty Rebels is fully commenſurate. For he 

x drop of oar. Blood, though the Soul of Criſt 
-hereb the Divine Clemency 15 more 

n, bn reſpett to ſatisfaCtion. 

p bp ument of ſin, that Man might not 
pleaſed, by the aſtoniſhing Foodet of his 
on's Death, to. nie is on oe, Fo epenting Belieyers may be juſtified before him, 
er ron "an. admirable manner he ſatisfies ran and exalts Mercy : And this could 
te been no other way fected; for if he had by meex Sovereignty difſolved our Guilr, 
 &rarit renewed No rin us, his Love had wes 1 ar'd, but his Ju- 

[- AITLY p27" - Bat in our Redemption they Rafe fri infin nitely magnifed ; 
TEEN Ms L yoia e than the Life of his Son, and Juſtice required no leſs : 
Do Tieath Ty The Wager of gy _ Do be no ſatisfation without the Death of 
our Redeemer. BE 


Ne: 


CHAP: lv. 


The Comp (nie of Chriſt's Satisfaflion proved Pong K's Cauſes and Ef. 
-:fes wy it. The Cauſes are the Quality of bis Perſon, and Degrees of bis 
_ Sufferings. The Effet ore bis RefurreSlo n, Aſcemtion, Interceſſion at God's 
* ripbt Hand, and bis exerciſing the Supreme Power in Heaven and Earth. 

The excellent Benefits which Gad reconciled: beſtows on Men, are the Ef- 
X-1 ond Evidences of bis compleat Satisfa@tion. | They are Pardon of Sin, 
Grace , and Glory. That Repentance and Faith are required, in order to 
the partaking of. the Bene A purchaſed: by Chriſt's Death, doth not leſſen 


©: tbe Merit of . bis. Sufferings. That Aflifiions and Death are infliled on 
Believe 5 duh na droge e from their All ujfriency. 


Thing t 0 be confidered, is the Com 1 eatneſs of the Satisfaction that 
 Cliriſt Kath made, by which it will appear that God's Juſtice as well as Mercy is 
forified Ang te Sufferings. ' For the proof of this I will, 
| Confider the Cauſes from whence' the compleatneſs of his Satisfaction a- 


"Secondly \ The EffeQs that proceed from. it, which are convincing Evidences that God 
is filly af 5 eas'd;” "The Canſes of his compleat Satisfaftion are two. * 
2x:-The' Quality of bis Perſon derives an infinite value to his obedient Sufferings. Our 
Surety was equally God, 'and as truly infinite in his Perfeions as the Father,” who was 
royokec by our Sins, therefore he. fo ableto. make. ſatisfation for them. He is the 
If of Ge erly tle of his Office, 'or the ſpecial Favour of God, for on 
fach Acconnts that THe is communicated. to others; but bis only Son by Nature. The 
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deprive them of the quality. of vr Now the Wiſdom and Juſtice of all Nations 
agree, that A —_ receive their eſtimate from the quality of the Perſons that ſuffer, 
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. Crifices, and the Death of Chriſt, as to its ſaving Virtue. The Law abſolntely forbids 


in Gmtriving Man's Redemption: 


x. That the Legal Sacrifices were ineffetual to purify from real Guilt. 2. Thatby 


Typical Cleanſing, they fignified the waſhing 'away of #roral Guilt by the Blood of 
Chriſt. TEF-6 IEEE 3 


1. Their inſufficiency to expiate Sin, appears, if we conſider the Subjeq. Sin is to be 


expiated in the ſame nature wherein 'twas committed. Now the Beaſts are of an inferiour 
rank, and have no communion with Man in his Nature: Or, if we conſider the Objet, 
God was provoked by ſin, and he isa Spirit, and *not to be-appeaſed by groſs material 
things: His Wiſdom requires that a rational Sacrifice ſhonld-expiate the | pe a rational 
Creature : And Juſtice is not ſatisfied without a"proportion between the Guilt and the 
Puniſhment. This weakneſs and inſufficiency of rhe Legal Sacrifices to expiate Sin, is evi- 
dent from their” variety and repetition : For if full Remiſſion had been obtained, eþe 
Iorfhipers once purged, ſhould have had no more conſcience of Sin, Heb. 10. 2. "Tis the ſence 
of Guilt, and the fear of Condemnation that required the renewing of the Sacrifice. 


Now under the Law, the Miniſtry of the Prieſts never came to a or jon. 


. 


The Mons of Sacrifices in all Ages from theereting the Tabernacle to'the coming#6f 


Chriſt, had not virtue to expiate one Sin. They were only' Shadows which could give 


no refreſhment to the inflamed Conſcience, but as rhey-depended on Chriſt, the Body 
and Subſtance of them. But the Son of God, who offered himſelf up by the Eternal Spi- 


rit to the Father, 1s a Sacrifice not only intelligent and reaſonable, incompdrably 


more precious than the moſt noble Creatures in Earth, or in Heaven it ſelf. He was 


Prieſt and Sacrifice in reſpett of both his Natures; His entire Perſon was the Offerer and 
Offering : Therefore the Apoſtle from the excellency of his Sacrifice, infers the unity of 
its Oblation, and from thence concludes its Efficacy. —— wot by the Blood of Bulls 
and Goats, but by his own Blood He entred in once into the Holy Place, having obtained eter« 
nal Redemption for us : And by one Offering He hath for ever perfe®ed them who are ſan; 


ed, Heb. 10. 14. Upon this account God promiſed in the New-Covenant, thet their Sins 


and Iniquities He would remember no more, having received compleat ſatisfaQfion by the 
Sufferings of his Son. © 'Tis now aid that oxce in: the end of the World hath be appeared, 10 
put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. And as it is appointed for -all Men once to die, and 
after Death comes Judgment , So Chriſt was once offered to bear the Sins of many, and unto 


them that look, for him ſhall he appear the ſecond time without fin, 'Heb. 9. 26, 27, 28. As 
there 1s no other natural Death to ſuffer between Death and Judgment, ſo there is no. 


other propitiatory Sacrifice between his All-ſufficient Death on the Croſs, and the laſt 
coming of our Redeemer. | 


There is one Conſideration I ſhall add, to ſhew the great difference between Legal Sa- 


the eating of Blood, and the Peoples taſting of the Sin-offerings z to ſignify the imper- 
feftion of thoſe Sacrifices. For ſince they were conſumed intheir Conſecration to God's 


Juſtice, and nothing was left for the nouriſhment of the Offerers; 'twas a figh they could 


not appeaſe God, The Offerers had communion: with them When they brought them - 


to the Altar, and in a manner derived their Guilt to them, but'they had' no virtue” by 
them in coming from it. The ſinner conveyed Death to the Sacrifice, butdid not receive 


Life from-it. - But Chriſt, the Lamb of God, was not ſwallowed up in his Offering to- 


Divine Juſtice : 'Tis his peculiar Glory that He hath compleatly made fatisfaftion.” We 
may feed upon the fleſh of this precious Vi#im, and Urink his Blood. AS He enter'd in- 


to communion of Death with us, ſo we are partakers of Life by Him. © 

2. The wanpieatrels of his Satisfaftion 1s grounded ov'the deprees of his Sufferings. 
There was no defeCt in the Payments He made. We owed a debt of Blood to the Law, 
and his Life was offer'd up as a Sacrifice : Otherwiſe the Law had remained'in its full vi- 


gour, and Juſtice had been unſatisfied. That a Divine Perſon bath ſuffered our Puniſh-. 


ment, 15 properly the reaſonof our Redemption. As 'tis not the quality of the Surety. 

releaſes the Debtor from Priſon, bat the payment which he makes in his Name. The Blo 
of Chriſt ſhed, ( Mat. 26. 28. ) poured forth from his Veins, and offered up to God, 
n that preciſe Conſideration, 'ratifies the. New-Teftament. The fum is, Our Saviour by 
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his Death ſuffer'd the MalediQion of the Law, and his Divine Nature gave a full value 
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his\ ReſurreQtion.\\.His Death 'appeaſed 
hunſelf,- ſo in ofte-concurrent action God 


ck Sentence 3 which is an 1 ; nog 
payment made. by him inour Name. For being under ſuch Bonds as the Juſtice and Power 
of God, he could never have laoſed the Pains of Death, Acts 2. 24. if his Sufterings had 
not been fully ſatisfaQory, iand. received by him for our- Diſcharge. And 'tis obſervable, 
that the raiſing of Chrilt aſcribed to God, as: reconciled 3 Now the God of Peace, who 
brought agaiz from the Dead the great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the Blood of the ever- 
lifting Covenant, Heb. 13. 20, The Divine Power was not put forch till God was pacifi- 
ed. Juſtice incenſed, expoſed him to Death ; and Juſtice appealed, freed him from the 
Dead. And his ReſurteGion is attributed to his Blood, that being the full Price of his 
| and onr Liberty. In ſhort, when inflexible Juſtice ceaſes to puniſh, there is the ſtron- 
gelt proof 'tis ſatisfied. - ot DT 
. Sean, | His Aſcent into Heaven, abd Interceſhon for us, prove the compleatneſs 
and all-ſafficiency of his Sacrifice. If he had been excluded from the Divine Preſence, 
thegs had been juſt cauſe to ſuſpet that Anger had: been ſtill remaining in God's Breaſt ; 
but: his admiſſion into Heaven. is an infallible Teſtimony that God is reconciled. This 
nor produces as the Argument by which the Holy Ghoſt will overcome the guil- 
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John 16. 10. Chriſt in his Suffering was number'd among Tranſgrefſors ; - He died as a 
: the Calumnies of Men, but the Curſe of the Law, 


mad 


tis 


venerable Place, where no finner had right-to appear. Then he was to preſent the pre- 
e Sacrifices, to render God favourable 


regpeſented the Myriads of Holy Angels, that adore the incomprehenſible Deity, and are 


always ready to execute his Commands. The Tables of the Law were a Symbol of that 

t Land Holineſs which ordained them : And the High Prieſts entering with 
Blood of the Sacrifice, and carrying with him all the Tribes of Tſ7ael upon. his Breaſt, 
Ggnified that Jeſus Chriſt the. true High Prieſt after he had really expiated fin by his Di- 
| rifice in. the lower World, ſhould enter into the eternal Sanuary with his own 
Blood, and introduce with. him all his People. Of this there was a marvellons Sign 
given: For in the ame moment that Chriſt expired, the Vail of the Temple that ſepara- 
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| They is one God, and one Mediator 
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ted the Oracle from the firſt part, was rent from the top to the bonom ys. 60: Gigny, That A 
the true High Prieſt had Aut rl and Right to enter Th Heaven it ſelf: And the pe- Chap. 1 
cial end of is aſcending i 15 CX by the Apoſtle, Heb. « 9, Uq>; . For Cheift- If not; han 

into the Hey Kong made with 9 ands, which are the Figures of the trae 5 at iwta' Heaven 
it jel, now to appear in the Preſence of God for ue. As the Bligh Prieſt 6 noventar 
into that rH and terrible Place, nor could propitiate God witho Hogthe Blood "+ .*: 
of the Slain Sacrifice : So our Redeemer firſt ; performed w ooh deceflary, for the-Cxpit- . 
tion of ſin, and then paſt through the Vile Hh Heavens, aſcended before ph Then of von 
of God to appear as our Advocate. He made an Oblvioh of -Hinſelf onthe Earthbefore - -;., 
he could make Interceſſi efron for us kn Hoh, which 1 15 the conſummation of his: Prieftly i Bek | 
Office. The firſt was a proper Sacri the ſecond is a Commemoration of i it: Therefqre | . 
he is ſaid to appter R- his Father by [bar Heb. 9. 26: j- | 


Befides what hath heen diſcours' a of the Order and Dependance of theſe pants df-his 
Prieſtly Office, w which proves. that he had accompliſh'd: the :Expiation 0b Sin, befgre' tie | 
was admitted into Heaven to intercede for us 3: here CE renee 
mae: the compleatneſs of his vafeFIs:; g/fy + | #/ et THONG 


F 
Y £Y £4 
+ a4 


i # The manner of his lneerceſſion bo LA ev 76 {6g b 
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x. The manner of it. He has. not appear in ithe form of « voppliat pon 1 his finces 
before the Throne, offering up Tears and ſtrong Cries as in! the day of his Flefth, bit 
He ſits at God's right Hand making Interceſſion for #s. He follictts our Cal vations nota 
pure Favour to him, butasthe Price of hisSufferibgs, and asdae to his iffinite Merits: His 


Blood in the ſame manner pleads for our Pardon, as the Blood of righteous 4befcall'd for | 
Vengeance againſt the Murderer : Nat by an articulate Voice,' but by ſing bb: Juſtice: : 
a ful ka. of-it.. In ſhort, his Interceſſion is the continual:R aki 


his mo FI Paſſion. 16 ONT? os. prior 
2. potent Efficacy of his Interceſſion x "roves that Gad-is fully tiafitd, He 
frees us from a en greateſt Evils, and-obtains for ny the greateſt Good in qua — 
tor. If any Man ſin, we have an Advocate with the Fathir ern e on pron Sem ant 
r the. fer of 85e w 
x Joh. 2. 2. He diſarms the Anger of God, and jv wn: the poo we E for adignativna- 
ainſt repenting Sinners. Now the Prevalency of his Mediation is grquinde on the Fer 
©&ion of his Sacrifice. The Blefſedneſs of Heaven 15 conferr'd an. levers: | 
his Will, Father, 1 will that thoſe whow thou haſt given wee, be with me where: Low; ts FS 
my Glory, Joh. 17. 24. His Requeſt is effeftual, not only:becauſe he '/ God's $ Son} anl | 
in | higheſt Favour with him, but for his meritorious Sufferings.: oÞ 260 97 HO niet 51 
'Tis for this reaſon that the Office of Mediator is incommunicgble to; any. Creature, 
betweex God and Man, the.  Feſus, who"yave 
ain rH ſore for al, 1 Tim. 2. 5. The makes a Parale! between the Uniry of 
ediator, and of the Deity, which is moſt ſacred + inviolable...: For the "RY brof 
Fon ng as tis an authoritative AQ, is founded in Redemp ion 5 they: canno# be 


vided. And we may obſerve by the way, how the Popifh Dactr ed 
vacates, as Angels, or Saints,” or whoeyer are Canenis'd;)is g ly pot impiety 4 
Of Impiety, in taking the Sovereign Crown from: the Head at. i Chr 
it, as if they had more credit with Gqd, or fion far : 
pedting | Benefits by. their Interceſſon, whe haye no ſatisf; 


- The numerous Adyocates that are conceived by.fy Der titious. Pet 


like the counterfeit Sang, that are drawn inthe Clouds by'Ke n as in a "Olaf +( 
Which although they ſhine with a conſiderable Brightneſs, y et 1 cgh are only Suns in ag” 
pearance, and derive no quickening Jaflvexces to the Earth. The bleſſed Spirits above;\fe- 
who enjoy a dependant L Lzhe from theSun of Righteouſmeſs,: pnoomeng 10 Bet 
by meritorious interceding' or them. We obtain Grace and: ory only up ehi 
our Redeemer. Hrlgh, the As of his Prieſthood reſpe@ithe Attributes, h #ipe- 
cial manner are to be din our Selvetion.. By his: Dea be me E eeton to fa- 
ſtice, by his bat park way e ſollicites Mercy for us.; and {they botly Joyn 6 | 
Gs ſame readinels and warmth to diſpenſe the Berifi which he purchaſed for þ 
ple. 447 te 
Thirdly, The compleatneſs of his farafgaion is fally 7 proved by the glorious IGas-of 
his Sufferings, This will be-moſt eyident- by confidering'the Connexion and" 'Deper 
dance which his Glory hath ape his 4c oeparon And ad that is twofold. A 


— 


' 190 T he Harmony of the Divine Attributes 

TRAY) 1. A dependance of Order. His Abaſement and Sufferings were to precede bis Majeſty 
Chap. 14. and Power : asin Nature things paſs from a lower ſtate to Perfection. This Order was 
SYS neceſſary : For being originally is the forw of God, 1t was impoſſible he ſhould be advan- 
ced, if he did not voluntarily deſcend from his Glory, that ſo he might be capable of Ex- 
< Cx nibil altation (0). He was firſt made 4 /ittle lower than the Angels , and after raiſed above them. 
2. A dependance of Efficacy. Glory is the Reward of his Suffering. This is expreſly 
TELS declared by the Apoſtle z Chriſt humbled himſelf, and became obedient to the Death of the 
do creſeere P&- Coſy > Wh God hath highty exalted him, and given him a Nanre above every Name, 
bf T that at the Name of Jeſus every 'Knee ſhould bow; the mark of that Homage that all Creatures 
cru magnite- pay to him. This Exaltation is correſpondent to the degrees of his Abaſement. His Bo- 
rg y was reſtored to Life and Immortality, and aſcended on a bright Cloud. God S Cha- 
riot being attended with Angels, and the everlaſting Gates opened to receive the King of 
Glory; he is ſet doin at the right Hand of the Throne of the Majeſty in Heaven, Heb. 8. 1. 
this fignifies that Divine Dignity to which he is advanced, next to his Father. For God 
beirig an infinite Spirit, hath-neither right nor left hand in ſtrid ſenſe. Our Redeemers 
Honour is the ſame, and his Empire of the ſame extent with his Fathers. Thus the Apo- 
ſtle interprets the words of the Pſalmiſt, P/a/. 110. 1. that the Meſſuah ſhould” fit at the 
right hand of God, till he made his Enemies his Footſtool, by reigning ; for he muſt reign till 

he hath put all his Enemies under his Feet. 1 Cor. 15. 25. : 

And St. Peter tells us, That the Father hath made him Lord and Chriſt : That is, by a So- 
vereipn Truft hath committed to him the Government of the Church, and the World : 
Not deveſting himſelf of his effential Dominion, but exerciſing it by Chriſt, The height 
of this oy is emphatically ſet forth by the Apoſtle, Eph. 1. 21. The Father hath ſeat- 
ed bine at his own right hand in the Heavenly places, far above all Principalities, and Powers, 
and Might, and Dominion, ( which Titles fignify the ſeveral degrees of Glory among the 
Angels) and every Name that is named not only in this World, but that which is to come : 
That is, hath: given him a tranſcendent and incommunicable Glory ; the uſe of Names 
being to ſignify the quality of Perſons. In ſhort, he is made the Head of the Church; 
and Judge of the World : Angels and Men ſhall ſtand before the Tribunal, and receive 
their Eternal Deciſion from him. Now in this Oeconomy of our Mediator, his Humilia- 
tion was the cauſe of his Exaltation upon a double account : 

1. As the Death of Chriſt wasan Expreſſion of ſuch Humility, ſuch admirable Obedi- 
ence to God, ſuch Divine Love to Men, that it was perfealy pleaſing to his Father, and 
his Power being equal to his Love, he infinitely rewarded it. 

2.” The Death of Chriſt was for Satisfa&tion to Juſtice, and when he had done that 
Work he was to enter into reſt. Jt behoved Chriſt to ſuffer, and to enter into Glory, Luke 24. 
26. 'Tjs true, Divine Honour was due to him upon another Title, as the Son of God : But 
the receiving of it was deferr'd by Diſpenſation for a time. Firſt he muſt redeem us, and 
then reign. "The Scripture is very clear in referring his actual "pray ey of Glory, as the 
juſt conſequent. to his compleat Expiation of Sin, Heb. 1. 3. When by himſelf he had purg- 
ed our Sins, be ſat down ox the right hand of the Majeſty on bigh. And after he had made one 
VSecrifice for Sins, for ever ſat down on the right Hand of God,” Heb. 10. 12. 

And rae" e Will of the Father, but the Nature of the thing it ſelf required this 

| way of proceeding. | For Jeſus Chriſt by voluntary ſuſception undertaking to {atisfie the 
Law for us, as he was obliged to ſuffer what was neceſſary in order to our Redemption, 
{o:'twas reaſonable after Taltice was ſatisfied; that Prey eb Nature ſhould be freed 
from its Infirmites, and the Glory of his Divine be ſo conſpicuous, that every Tongue ſhould 
confeſe that Jeſus who was oy ny on Earth, is ſupreme Lord. The Apoſtle ſums up all 
together in that criumphant Challenge, Rowe, 8. 34, 35: Who ſhall lay any thing to the 
Charge of God's EleS 2 'Tis God that juſtifies, who is he that condemneth ? *Tis Chriſt that di- 
a _ rather is riſen again who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh Interceſ- 

. fon for us. |, -- = * 
+-3- The excellent Benefits which God reconciled beſtows updn vs, are the effets and 
_.. evidences of the compleatneſs of Chrilt's 'Satisfaftion :” And theſe are pardon of Sin, 
Grace and Glory. The Apoſtle tells us, (Heb. 7. 19.) that the Law made nothing perfe@ : 
"All its Sacrifices' and Ceremonies conld'not expiate the Guilt, nor cleanſe the ſtain of 


Sin, nor open Heaven for us : Which three are requiſite to our Perfe&tion. 'But Chri by 
one Offering hath perfe@ed for ever them that are fandified : Heb. 10. 14. By him we obtain 


full Juſtification, Renovation'and Communion with God : Therefore his Sacrifice, the 
Meritorious Cauſe-of procuring them, muſt be perfect. | 

_ 1+: Quy Juſtification 15 the Effect of his Death : For the Obligation of the Law 
15 made void by it. - God forgives us our Treſpaſſes, blotting out the Hand 


-mriting 0 
Ordinances that was againſt us, and took it ont of the way, nailing it to his Croſs, Col. 2 g -d 
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The terms are uſed, that are proper to the'cancellinig a Civil Bo d. "oe 
ter of the Law 1s aboliſt'd y the Blood of the Croſs. "Thi Nails ati PPT "*s 
it in pieces; to fignifie that its condemning | Power i is f: en away. | 

Now the infinite vittue of his Death in taking away the gait of fin. wi ir mote. fully 


r. That it hath ries Pardon for ſins 
out the intervention of a Sacrifice, rn VOL 
were offered up by Sinners, were of no 
the Blood of Chriſt was the only. 
The Apoſtle tells us, ( Heb. 9. 25, 26." 
High-Prieſt entred into the Holy Place every Tow with oy Head of ot a 
he end of the World hath he appeared to put away Sin, by + the. Sacri 
dire& ſenſe of the Words is, that the virtue of his. Sacrifice extende 
For otherwiſe in regard Men have always needed Propitiation, 
ten lince the Creation \þ the World. — And if it be ask'd, 


or t 
"the moſt. coſtly. 
penſation_ to Juſtice: : 
; committed hee his, 


but 'tis nor peat that Moral Caſes fhoumd 1 have an 4 wks Þ 
they ſhall be, and that the Perſon with whom they are effetual, 
As a Captive i is releaſt upon aſſurance given. that he will ſend his-R 
not a&tually depoſited. . Thus the Dearh of Chriſt was. og vi £ 
Believers before his coming ; for he interpoſed. as their Surety, and 
things are preſent, knew the Accompliſhment of it in.th e.ap 
fore call'd'the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the Wo orld, .| 
ſpe of God's Decree, bat his E 
in him. He appeared under the Emp 
was a Redeemer in all Apes, otherwiſe the 
all die, ſo by Chriſt all are made altoe, 1 Cor. 15 Py 
'Tis true, 'under the Old Teſtament they had not ac le 
enjoyed the benefit of his unvalued Sufferin by [th 
our Redeemer purchaſed, are ER Fe to\ 
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And Lies it general are deſcribed 7 of earl. 1 
the Jewiſh and Chbriſtian'Chufch are & fly. one, they : _ more. than the Morn- 
ing and Evening Star, ich; 1 Tie ſane, ut is diverſly « 


fore the Sun-rifing or after its ſetting: '$o our Faith reſj 


reſpe&ted Him as to come.” 
ſides, The favin virtue of his Death as it reaches. 
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of the Goſj | makesno diſk 
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FLAT Sactifices were inſtituted for, Idolatry, Adultery, Murder, and other Crimes z which 
. Chap. 4 th certainly puniſh'd wich Digits Be unges the Goſpel, {ms of what quality ſoe- 
LYN ver, if repented of, are pardoned. . The Apo{ile having reckoned up Idolaters, Adulte- 
” © rers, and many other notorious Sinners that ſhall not inberit the Kingdom of Heaven, 
tells the Corinthians, (1 Cor. 6. 11.) that ſuch were ſome of them; but they were ſan@i- 
fied, and juſtified in the _ the Lord Feſus Chriſt. 'Tis true, Thoſe who fin againſt 
the Holy. Ghoſt, are excepted from Pardon : But the Reaſon is, becauſe the Death of 
Chtiſt was not appointed for the Expiation of it: And there being no Sacrifice, there 
is no'SatisfaQtion, (Heb. 10. 26. ) and conſequently no Pardon. The Wiſdom and 
Tice of God requires this Severity againſt them : For if he that diſpiſed Moſes Law di- 
ed without Mercy; of how much forer Puniſhment ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath troden 
under foot the Son of God, and bath counted the Blood of the Covenant wherewith he was 
ſanttified an nnholy thing, and hath done deſpite to the Spirit of Grace ? Neb. 10. 28, 29, 
that is, they renounce. their Redemer as if he were not the Son. of God, and vertually 
conſent to the crue] Sentence paſt againſt him, as if he had blaſphemed when he decla- 
red himſelf to be ſo, and thereby out-fin his Sufferings. 1 How reaſonable is it they 
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ſhoujd be for ever deprived of the Benefits, who obſtinately reje&t 'the Means that pur- 


chaſed them? * 
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Tras transferr'd rothe Innocent, who! voumatily. —=— fon jen: In-this* reſp 

God truly pardons Sin, though he received. inrire Tg aAees fob ks' might + Hgnt w22p.'r 

have refuſed-it.c.\ WISH Ds 3. | SE 30! q3\s 23% 17. 2 1 6 aig 

| Now theſe things bein ſuppoſed; Yichough cheBtood of of Chriſt 'was' he #{0-prck 

ous:that it.cam.onl nlp be: ed.by God'that received j6;- and, might Worthily:hinve Xe 

deemed a thouſand Worlds ; yet the Effetts of..it ante. ik el ; 

nal Covenant between: the Father andche:Son}- aadvhe Tent _—_ 

Goſpel, viz. that Repentance and Faith: are-the;C 20 adcions; upd 

Panlay of $in, and all the Bleſfings'which are the Tonl 

| Chriſt who makes Satisfaftion, andBoi +that accep It; lates! Th omtaitſicn 
the Apoſtles from hisown!Month, was|ro-preach biRe entance and: fin "Sin, is bi 
Name to all Nations, Luke 24. 47. and/he* 8.5 exalted AG 5.916 to be 4 on ie 4Seviony, for 


We at 


to give Repentance to F/- and Forgiveneſs of Sins, A 
The eſtabliſhing of this Order is not 2 meer PR & Command; wherein the-Will-o 

the Law+giver is the. fole Ground of.oar Duty z but-there': .ſpeciab wy paſty. and. Rea- 
ſon inthe Nature af-the thing;it elf. ::For Chriſb hach- f shed Juſtice, -the Fo God may 

exerciſe pardoning Mercy in ſuch a-manner as is fuitable to'his oth rfetions. 2 ow 
 *tis contrary-to his Wifdom to diſpenſeithe precious Benefits 'of his' "Sort sBlood'to Inf x .. 
eto Unbelieversz to give {uch-rich Pearls, and ſo dearly bought, to. Swine; t that wil. 

trample, theni under their: feetz' to-beſtow Salvation on thoſe who deſpiſe the! Stwvic 

Tis cohtrary to:his Holineſs: 6g for rpive: yet will {ccurely abiſehis Favour, (af bi 
Pardon were Priviledge and Licenſe'to finagain ron Nays ny penitencyis1 
donable to Mercy 1 it ſelf. For the Objets of Ju '$ be the Tine. 
an imipenitent Sinner is neceſſarily ket the 1 Juſtice of* 
ment to-his Omnipote ncy that he. coriady bore facki For although( do'wt 
he,will;yet he can will-n but what'is agreeable to his Nature. Not that-there' 
 LawaboveGod chatobliges'him to'aQ, bur he's a-Law to himſelf.” And the Tore Exe 
cellent his PerfeQionsare, the leſs he can contradi@ them../ \As 'tisno Refledion'upon his | 
Power that he cannottlie, neither is'it thathe can'do coting und —— his Perfectio 
On thecontrary, it implies Weakneſs to be liable toany' i Thus ſuppoſing "the 
Creature holy, 'it is impoſlible but he ſhould love it: Nor thur | in ows + 
Creature, but in regard he is infinitely y good: And if impeni nd obſtin 
cannot but hate an puniſh it 5 not that he  ccomabite ie for his A; ices s," by 
is infinitely "Juſt. .And from "hence It Eh. Bias that the requiring of 'R 
Faith-in: order to: the aftual leſlings our Re comer pi 
diminiſh. the value of his S = they being: not the cauſes of Pardon, but | 
Qualifications in the Subjet that. receives it. . Tl | 
2. It dothinot leſſen the C po of his Satxfudtion, that Believers are luble to _ 
AMflidtions won Death. Fortt | 


Glory. 8 Of this kind are all the onsare that C Cheri aſtia ans 
Goſpel.” i Thus the tl fo eſteemed bes d ba y — I di 
melious and: | I for the Name of Chri t, A@s: 5. 41. erprets it as 

O 4 to . 29: To you , 


it is given ine the Fig of Chrift to ſafer Not on} he Graces: "of Faith nl as, 
' but the Aﬀiction was g 7eN, © So Behievers w clarec wh nu x Pet. 4 Way, be I 
are Partakers of Chriſt s Safferings : for the yy reſts on vr | 
that AfiQtions of this Nature are.no Pani hy For 
to be inflicted for a Fault, - and: every Fault hath a | 
that Piiniſhment which is the Brand of a Crime muſt be ns Arberucys {In 
and the Sufferer under Shame. But Chriſtians are hoo Rees Wooge —tbe for 
as y conform them to the Iwage of bis: Son,, who was conſecrated by Sufferings. AN 
. AffliQtions are ſent ſometimes not with reſpect ro 4 Sin committed, but to revent : 
the commiſſion of it : And this diſtinguiſhes them from Puniſhments. For the Li 
ers from Evil, not by infliting,; but threatning the Penalty :: But in the Divine Diſci- 
pline there is another: Reaſon : Godiafflidts to reſtrain from Sin; 'As St. Pant, 2 beg 22, 
7. had a Thorn in the Beſb to prevent Pride. | 


Ee OS = That 


| "F WA... Thoſe boſe Evils th ha pnyrn —oy on 5 af fin, do not prmeners the: Power and 
D | "I 7 Th of Chriſt's Paſſion.;./For;-we maſt diſtinguiſh between Puniſhments 'which- are 
YN meerly c igatory for the good of the Offender, And that are purely vindiFivei for” the 
'\ "3ſt Satisfaion of the Law. Now Beljevers.arb liable" co the firſt, bus are! freed from 
the other: For Chrift bath redeemed then from the Curſe of the: Low, \being made « Curſe for 
M0Ws.; SACHEE +13 PR 2611 -3%* 
he Popiſ .Dodtriniof Satisfaction! to offended Juſtice by. our. ſufering rempora Evils, 
5 attended-with:} miciaus:Conſequences:: ./ - 4 | 17 5506369097 0 7 
-:;:45 Ierobs 0 qr of one pare of 'its Glory 4vif ſomething, were: left. us 
ap in the degree. and virtue of his Sufcrings. ME pdt 0: | 
efleds on God: Juſtices. asf -he exatted-two different caisfations for Sin: : The 
ove from-Cbriſt-our Surety, the-other from the Sinner. *.- | 
It dif parages his Mercy, in making Him to-puniſh who He pardons; anid to 1n- 
ad, ag hey afiee che'Sin is remaeed, ': 207 £.507. 55 > | 
"Fig dangerous to.Man, . ie Reding « flEratmprionie TRY as if by: the merit 
| ofts Sufterings, he-conld ng: Sin, and obtain __ of: that Salvation whict! we en- 
tizely owe to: the Death of our Redeemer. it yar9Hs of 
.- The 4 ference between Chaſtilements, and Pure! y vindifiue Panihrents, appears in 


..4- lo th 'Cuſes kom whence thay proceed: -The ſevereſ Sufferings of the Godly are 
hot tie Efedsof the Divine Vengeance. 'Tis: truc;-they- are -Exidences of God's Diſ- 
eaſure againſt themFor Sio,:; but notiof Hatred. - 'For beingreconciled tothem in Chriſt, 
e Aﬀection to:them': 'And Love cannot hate, though wit may be 
angry--.:The Ma ve that excites God to corre(t them, is Love : According to that Teſti- 
mony of the Aj poſtle,' how the ord laves be chaſtens, Heb.: 1:2, 6; As ſometimes out of 
his ſevereſt diſp Jeadne He forbearsto ſtrike, and- condemns obſtinate Sinners to- Proſpe- | 
rity here s ſo from the tendereſt Mercy he affifts his own. 'But panty vindiGive Judg: | 
I from meer wrath... ;/ | | | | 
2+: They differ:in:their Meaſures. The evils that iRelievers: ſuſſer are always pro! "_ 
oned- to their ſtrength.” 3./They: are: not the ſudden Ervptions:'6f Anger, : bat- deliberate 
Diſpenſatio David Free fk Gad's Jud as''tis oppoſed; to Favanr,: Enter wot 
Judgment with thy Servant, QLarid,, Plal.; 143: 2: and Jerdmiab defires God's Judg? 
ment as 'tis oppoſed to Fury; Corret.wve, Q Lord; in vhy gavenut,; of in es Fry, _ 
to, $5.20 Tis the gractous Promiſe af; God: to: David. 2' Sam; 7.14. wit | 
Solomon, | If be commit Iniguity, Twill chaſten him withthe Rod of Men, phe farny FF Wy 
the Children of Mex 3 that is, ' Chaſtiſe him/modetately: For in the ftile of the Seripture, 

. as things are magnified by the Epithet Divine, grof Gods, as: the Cedars of God; that: is, | 
very tallz and inive's "called the City. of God, that: 18, very great: So to ſignifie _—_ 

' that are in a wediocrity, the Soriptura: ales the. buneene, 'or of Men. . And accor« 
ding ta the Rule of Oppoſition, the Rod of God 38 an extraordinary Affition which de- 
ſtroys the Sinner z 'tis ſuch a Puniſhment: as 3 Man-cant neither inflidt, nor endure: But 
the Rod of Meat ts a wo redtion, that doth not exceed-the ſtrength of the Pa- | 

tient, But every purely viadidfive Puniſhment wbich.the Law pronounces, is in propor- | 
tion to the nature x the. Crime, vat the ſtrength of. the Criminal. | 

3- They are diſtinguiſh'd by the inteation and end of God in inflicting them : 
1. In Chaſtiſements God Ny ag defigns the profit of his People, that they may be par- 

takers of bis Holineſs, Heb. 12.10. When they are ſecure and carval, He awakens Conſci- 
ence by;the ſharp Voice of: the Rod ; to refleft upon fin, to make them obſervant for the 
future, to render their. Aﬀettians more indifferent ta the World, and ſtronger towards 

| Heaven. The Apaſile exprefies ( 3 Cor. 11. 32.) the nature of Chaſtiſements, Whey 
we are judged, we are infirnited by the Lord : They are more lively Leſſons than thoſe 
which are; by. the Ward alone, "and make 2 deeper impreſſion upon the Heart, David 
acknowledges, Before be - was efflited, he ment afiray: but now have I kept thy Words, 

Plal, 149.; 67. Corrupt, Nature makes God's Favours pernicious, but bi Grace makes 
. ourP miſhments profitable Briefly, They are-not SatisfaQtions for. what is paſt, but 
_ adm@itjons for the time'to come. But purely vindiJ#ive Judgments are not inflicted 
for the reformation of an Offender, but to preſerve the Honour ofthe Sovereign, and 
Publick Order, and to make compenſation for the breach - of the Law. If any advan- 
tage acrue-to the Offender, 'tis accidental, and beſides the intention of the Judge. - 
2. The: end of: Chaſtiſements upon Believers is to prevent their final deſtrudgion : 
When we ave Judged, we are Chaftentd of the Lord, that we may not. be condemned” with the 
World, 1 Cor. 1x. And this ſweetens and allays all their Sufterings. As the P/almiſt . 
declares ,Let the Righteous Py me, and it ſhall be a Rnduſe 5 let him reprove me, it ſhall be art 


excellent 
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Sea, throd gh which the 7] Tp aeliter aſt to he 1 Lan b Prom 
drowned in it. Brietly, t Ni $ Ein diff 45 thuch 1 
Heaven and of Hell. 4 VION 

2. That Death remains to Believers, xloth hot. wth Ba he perfoliths of Chriſt's Satis- 
faction. 'Tis true, conſidered abſolutely, 'tis the Revenge of the Law for: Sin, and the 
oreateſt temporal Evil; ; ſo-that it may ſeem ſtrange, that thoſe wha ae Redeemed by an 
All-ſofficient Ranſom, ſhould pay this Tribute to the King of Tetrors. Bat the Nature 

| ef it is changed ; 'tis a Curſe to the Wicked infflied" for" fatisfadtion to Juſtice, but a 

| priviledge to Believers: -A3 God appointed the Rainbow to be the Sign of his Covertant, 

' . that he would drown the World no more, 'ordain{d'the. ſame. Waters.to'be the "Token of 
his Mercy, which were the Tnſtrument of "bis Juſtice. *Bleſſed are the Dead that ie in 
the Lord, Rev. 14. 13. And the Pſalmiſt tell us, Pſal. 16. 19. thit : precious in the oe 
of the Lord is the Death of his Saints ; Chriſt hath Wy away 1 what 1 Is oof coor Ive 
in it. 'Tis continued for their makers A "Ton E” a 
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- I. Corraption hath fo depraved the ſenſitive apy " | tie Auth "our + Halal Stars 

we are not intirely freed from it: But'Death that' deſtroys the riatural frame of the Body, 

puts anend to Sin. And in this reſpeft;” there is a great difference between the Death of 
Chriſt and of Believers: The End of his' "was to remove the guile of Sin, of theirs to ex- 
tinguiſh the Reliques of it” + 10 0th 

. 2, 'Tis a delivery from. Temporal Evils; and anentrance into Glory. Deathiind! De: 
| ſpair ſeize on the Wicked at once, ' but the Righteous hath hope in hi Dewth.' 

«+ Z- The Grave ſhall give up his Spoils in the Jaſt. - It retains the" Bodytfor i Gittle not 

to deſtroy, but purifie it.” Our Saviour tells us, that whoever belitwes an bins half abt fee 
Death, for he will raiſe ew xp at the laſt day, John 11.-He'that dies'a Man, all-reytv' 
an Angel, cloathed with Light and Immortality.” I'wil 'conclude this Arguinent'w 
the words of St. Auſtir : (Lib. 13. de-Civ:; Dei, c:"4") Ablato 'criminis ne ;6 
eſt mors. . Nunc vero majore & mirabiliore gratia Sehiewhs in uſus juſtitiz peccati pimna 
converſa. Tum enim diflum eft Homini; morieris'\fi-pectaveris, wiint' dium '# Muartyri,' 
morere ne pecces. Et fic per ineffabilews.' "Des miſericordvane &- ipſa. ne oitiorume "tr, wht in 
T arma virtutis, & ft j fuſti nneriturs etiam ſupplicinws peccatoris. | Althou I g br "Sin 
is removed, . yet remains. , But'by the adrturable Grace' of the 
L niſhent of Sin is made an advantage to:Holineſs. | The Law tinernat'd Min Rp Darth 
if he ſinned; the Goſpel'commands a Martyr to die, that'he may (not Sin.” "And thits'by 
the unſpeakable Mercy of God, the'Pumiſhment of Vice becomes the Security of Vertiie 
and en i was Revenge upon the _ gives to the Righteous a ritle't to. a' 'Glori: 
ous Rewar | 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
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PreStical Inferences. In the Death of Chrift there is the cleareſt diſcovery of 
_ the Evilof Sin. The flrifineſs of Divine Fuſtice is moſt viſtble in it. The 
_ Confideration of the Ends of Chrift's Death takgs off the ſcandal of the 

Croſs, and changes the Offence into admiration. The Satisfaflion of Juſtice 
by Chriſt s Suſferings a rds the flrongeft aſſurance that God is ready to 
' pardon Sinners: "The abſolute neceſſity of complying with the Terms of the 


Goſpel for Ju) ifeaeon, "There are but (wo ways of appearing before the Su- 
preme Tudge : Either in Innocence, or by the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. The 


Canſes wby Men reje& Chrift are, « legal Temper that is natural to them, 
and the predominant lowe_of Sin. The unavoidable miſery of all that will 
not ſubmit to our Saviour. FEES | 


pt Appetite, by a deſp 
'Happinels. : - 


juſt and\full recompence of fin, are not ſenfible till they 
fodioa@- crocs fully declare the infinite Difpleaſure of - 


Bis utmoſt. :- If Juſtice it ſelf had rent the Heavens, and come down in the 
It ylble Terror! to; revenge the Rebellions of Men, it could never have made ftronger 
ions upon: us than the-Deathiof Chriſt-:duly conſidered. ' The DeſtruQtion of the 
Vorld þy. Wates, the:miraculous burning of Sodom! and Gomorrah by ſhours/ of | Fire, 
and alt other the moſt terrib -Judgments, do: not afford ſuch'a ſenfible inſtraQtion of 
the evil of Sin. If we regard the Dignity of his Perſon, and the depth of hisSufferings, 
He 1s an unparallel'd Example of God's Indignation for the breach of his Holy Law. 
For he that was the Son of God, and the Lord of Glory, was made a Man of Sorrows. 


He endured Derifion, Scourgings, Stripes,. and at laſt a cruel and curſed Death. The 
Holy of Holies was crucified between two Theives. By how much the Life of Chriſt 


was more precious than the lives ' of all Men, ſo much in his Death doth the Wrath 
of God appear more fully againſt Sin, than it would in the deſtruttion of the whole 
World of Sinners. And His Spiritual Sufferings infinitely exceeded all His Corporeal, 
The yg ag en: of -Wrath- that were inflicted by God's immediate Hand upon his Sou], 
forced trom him thoſe ſtrong Cries, that moved all the Powers of Heaven and Earth 
with Compaſſion. If the Curtain were drawn afide, and we ſhould look into the Cham- 
bers of Death, where ſinners lie down in Sorrow for ever, and hear the woful Expreſſions 
and deep Complaints of the Damned, with what horror and diſtration they ſpeak of 
their Torments, we could not have a fuller teſtimony of God's Infinite diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt ſin, than in the Anguiſh and Agonies of our Redeemer. For whatever his Suffer- 
tht ye m kind, yet in their degree agd meaſure they were equally terrible with thoſe 
that condemned Sinners endure. Now, how is it poſſible that Rational Agents ſhould 
freely, in the open Light, for periſhing Vanities, dare to commit fin? Can they avoid 
or endure the Wrath of an Incenſed God ? If God ſpared not his Son when he came in 
the ſimilitude of finful Fleſh, how ſhall Sinners who are deeply and univerſally defiled, 
eſcape? Can they fortiie themſelves againſt the ſupreme Judge? Can they encounter with 
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revealed by Scripture. Under the Law without ſhedding of blood there was no remiſſio 
ed there ſhould be a viſible mark of its neceſlity-in'the Worſhip offer'd to mo and . 


fave us, when he ſaith, that as Moſe « lifted #p the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even: ſo. ainſt 


dent Principle, when he proves Pf £ Apoſtares tl be' 'incapable- of! vation; "becauſe f 


Co 


£HO_a, 0 


the fury of the HT the FE rp of ih Pry the Tot of CHrijh peauy mnto , 
Death 2 Have they patience to bear that for ever,; which was:to Chriſt, who. had the* 
ſtrength of the Deiey t to AIPPOr him, intolerable for a few hours ?.1f-it. were; ©: With 
che green Tree, what will become of the Dry when Sd Ns Ay Trial: TE; be | 
that was Holy and Innocent. ſuffered ſo dreadfully, what.muſt they.cxpet who add-Im- 
penitency to their Guilt; and live. in. the bold Arg cons of -—— hi hout refletion and - 
remorſe ? .What prodigious Madnels is it to drink Jt __y_ like atr, "F harniteb thir rig 
when 'tis a Poiſon ſo;deadly, . that the leaſt;drop of'i .certain ruin? What-deſps 
rate Folly, to have ſlight apprehenſions of that, which is dd with the firft: and fee © 
cond Death 3 Nothing but unreaſonable Infidelity.and Inconfideration can make Men vert 
turous to provoke the living God, who is infinitely ſenſible of their (ins, and who both | 
can and will moſt terribly puniſh them for ever. 2 
2. The ſtriftneſs, of divine Juſtice appears, that required ſatisfa&ion; equivalent 6 
the deſert of fin. The natural Notion of the Deity, as the Goveryour- of « ei 'World 
inſtructed the Heathens, that the tranſgreſſioa of his Laws wes worthy Dea «tÞ,;.Bom..1. 
31. This proves that the Obligation to puniſhment doth not atiſe from tlie meer 'T 
God, which is only diſcovered by Revelation ; but is founded in the natiite a” Hrs 
and by i its own Light is manifeſted to, reaſonable Creatures. From: hence they' inferred; 
that it was not becoming the Divine Nature, as quite with: the relation of Suprem 
Ruler, to pardon {in without SatisfaQion. This appears by the: Sacrifices ink LAETEMO=® 
nies, the Religions and Expiatiofis which were. per d by the moſt ignorant Nations. ; 
And | although they infinitely abuſed themſelves in [the OE they had of their pretend 
ed Efficacy and Virtue z yet the univerſal Conſent of Mankind ;n the belief that Satisfa- 
fon was: So hg declares it to be true. This, as other natural Dodrins, 'is more fully 


Heb. g. 22, not that common Blood could make fatisfattion for: Sin; but God-com 


prefiguration that it ſhould be accompliſh'd by a Sacrifice eternally efficacious. ' . 
And the Occonomy of our Salvationclearly proves; that to preſerve the Honour of Go 
Government, 'twas moſt fit ſin ſhould be puniſh'd, that ſnnersini ht be ardoned :: 
nothing was more repugnant to the Will of God abſahitely conſid | ath 
of his Beloved Son ; and the natural Will. of Chriſt was axcrſe from. its © Whit th 
moved that Infinite Wiſdom, which: wills nothing. but what is: perfettly. reaforable; to 
ordain that Event ?..Why ſhould it take ſo great a he ora if the'wa) as ſo ſhort; that " 
by pure Favour, bots ſfatisfaQtion, Sin might have been pardoned ?- Our -Siviour: de+ 
clares the neceflity of his ſuffering Death, ſuppoſing;:the merciful Will of his-Father. to 


the Son, of Man be lifted: up, that whoſoever believes in him ſhould. tiot' ;perifh. -: 1s. true, 
ince God had foretald and. prefigured: his Death-by the. Oracles and Ations under the 
w,..neceffarily rame.to ig But to conſidet things exaQly,. the unchangeable truth 
of Type and Þ phecies.is not theprimitive and main reaſon of the neceflicy of things, 
but-only of. the. certainty of the: Event. In' ſtriQtnels, things do not arrive. be- 
cauſe of their PrediQtion, but are foretold becauſe they ſhall arrive. :-It' is apparent there 
was a; Divine Decree befqre the Prophecies z and rhat in the-Light of G CO ” $-nfemait 
Knowledge things are, before they were foretold.- So 'tis not faidjraranmilt'tie of-i 

ruddy Complexion, 'becaule his Pifture is-ſo.3 but ogldtie: ary; becanſe he is;.r\d 
his Piure muſt be ſo;'- That Chriſt-by .dying\on 
the reaſon. that the Serpent of Braſs: was d 0 


on the contrary. . Briefly, the Apoſtle ſv ppoſes this: ry Jet <—ing 


there remains.no more Sacrifice for Sin > Forthe Confequerice.were of no force, x ha. i 

be pardoned without Sactifice, that is, without Satisfa&tion. - Anas) 7 
of This Account of Chriſt's Death takes off the ſcandal of the Croſs, and hanges the 
O 050m into admiration. 'Twas foretold: of-Chriſt,,-rh..t be: ſhould. be: r of ſtunbling , 
Rockof offence, Luke :2. 34 | tiot a juſt Caife]..biit an occaſion-of offence: to th 
_—_ Hearts of Men, and principally for his Suffetings.-: The Javs were pleaſed with 
the titles of Honour Grenth to the Meſjsaly. that he ſhautd bes King;: Powerful: and Glo- 
rious : But that Poverty, -Diſgrace 4nd the ſuffering:Death ſhoutd-be his Charader;: they 
could not endure: therefore they endeavoured to'ptrvert the ſenile of the Prophets: ..His 
Diſciples who attended himin his mean State, [exptQed thoſe fad Appearances wot | ter» 
minate in viſible Glory and Greatneſs ;: but when they«fw'; hiny arreſted by his Ent mes. 
ndemned.and Cracified, this was ſo: oppoſite © theiv'e jon, that they” Tainted. 
under the Diſappointment and when Chriſt was Preach'& to: the Gentile World;th 7 
rejecte 


\ 
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AS) rejected him with icorn. His Death ſeemed' ſo: contrary to the Dignity of his Perſon, 
Chap-15; and Deſign of his Office, that they could not reliſh the Doctrin of the Goſpel. They judg- 
WV & it abſurd, to expett [Life fromone that was ſnbjefted-to Death, and Blefſedneſs from 
him'that was made a'Curſe. To thoſe who look on the death of Chriſt with the Eyes of 
carhal Wiſdom, and according to the Laws of corrupt Reaſon, it appears folly and weak- 
p) Decruce NElS, / and moſt unworthy of God : (p) but if we conſider it in its Principles and Ends, 
Chriſti wkic . all the Prejudices vaniſh, and we clearly diſcover it'to be the moſt noble and eminent 
er rs effelt of the Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs and Juſtice of God. Accordingly the Apo- 
mundi, & &+ (tle tells the Jews, Him being delivered by the determinate Counſel, and fore-knowledge of 
cnt pen ne. God they bave taken, and by wicked bands have crucified and ſlain. The Inſtruments were 
Fd De- OE SG $6, i 3 | . h h 
un clic Cru- deeply guilty in ſhedding that immaculate Blood 3 yet we muſt not terminate our thoughts | 
_ + 328- on them, but aſcend to the ſupreme Diſpoſer, by whoſe Wiſe and Holy Decree that E- 
Apoſt, vent came to paſs. To the Eye of Senſe 'twas a ſpeftacle of Horror, that a perfe& In- 
- nocent ſhould be cruelly tormented z but to the'Eye-of Faith, under that ſad and ig- | 
 nominious appearance, there' was a Divine Myſtery,' able to raiſe our Wonder, and ra- 
viſh our AﬀeGtions. For he that was nailed to the Croſs, was really the Son of : 
and the Saviour of Men: his Death, with all the penal Circumſtances of Diſhonour and 
Pain, is the only Expiation of Sin, and SatisfaQion to Juſtice. 'He by offering np his 
Bleed, appeas'd the Wrath of God, quench'd the flaming Sword that made Paradiſe in- 
acceſſible to us; he took away Sin, the true diſhonour ofour Natures, and purchaſed for 
us the Graces of the. Spirit, the richeſt Ornaments of the reaſonable Creature. "The»#Do- 
&rin of the Croſs is the only Foundation of the Goſpel, that unites all its Parts, and ſup- 
rts the whole Building. 'Tis the cauſe of our Righteouſneſs and Peace, of our Re- 
Civption and Reconciliation. ' How bleſſed an Exchange have the Merits of his Suffer- 
ings made with thoſe of our Sins ? Life inſtead of Death, Glory for Shame, and Hap- 
pineſs for Miſery. ' For this reaſon- the Apoſtle with vehemence declares, Gal. 6. 14. | 
that to be the ſole ground of his boaſting and triumph, which others eſteemed a cauſe of | 
bluſhing ; God forbid that 1 ſhould glory ſave in the Croſs of Chriſt. He rejeQs with ex- 
' treme deteſtation-the mention of any other thing,” as the cauſe of his Happineſs, and mat- 
ter of his Glory. The Croſs was a Tree of Death to Chriſt, and of Life to us. The 
Supreme Wiſdom is juſtified of its Children. | LY 
"4+ The fatisfation of Dwine Juſtice by the Sufferings of Chriſt, affords the, ſtrong- 
eſt affurance to Man, who is a guilty and ſuſpicious Creature, that God is moſt ready to 
; |  pardonSin. There is in the natural Conſcience, when opened by # piercing conviction 
of fin, ſuch a quick. ſenſe of Guilt and God's Juſtice, that it-can never have an entire 
Confidence in his Mercy till Juſtice:be atoned. From hence the convinced Sinner is reſt- 
lefly inquiſitive, how. to find. our the way of Reconciliation with a righteous God. 
Thus he 35 repreſented inquiring by the Prophet, Mic. 6.-6, 7. Wherewith ſball I come 
before the Lord, and bow my ſelf before the _ High God e Shall I come before him with 
Burnt-Offerings, with Calves of a: year old e Will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, 
or with ten thouſand: Rivers of Oil; Shall I give my --" pong for my Tranſgreſſnon, the Fruit 
of my Body for the Six of my Soul The Scripture tells us, that ſome conſumed their Chil- 
ren/ to render their {dols favourable to them,” But-all theſe means were ineffe&tual ; 
their-moſt coſtly: Sacrifices: were :only Food for! the Fire, Nay, inſtead of expiating 
their old, they committed new Sinsz and were ſo-far from appeaſing, that they. inflamed 
the Wrath of God by their cruel Oblations. But inthe Goſpel there is the moſt rational 
and caly wa oy env arny for the SatisfaCtion of God and the Juſtification of Man. The 
Righteouſneſs of Faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in thy Heart, Who fhall aſcend into Hea- 
vere? (that is, to bring down Chriſt from above :') Or who ſhall deſtend into the deep 2 (that 
is, to bring up Chriſt again from the dead: ) But if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy month the 
Lord.Jeſut, and ſbalt believe in thy Heart that God hath raiſed him from the dead:-thou ſhalt 
be ſaved, Rom. 10. 6, 7, 9. 'The Apoſtle ſets forth the anxiety of an awakened Sin- 
ner, he 1s at a loſs to find out a way to eſcape Judgment : For things that are on'the ſur- | 
 face'of the Earth, or floating on the Waters, are within our view, and may be obtained; | 
but thoſe which are above. our Underſtanding todiſcover, or Power to obtain,” are pro- 
verbially faid to be in the Heavens above, or in the Deeps. And tis appliedhere to the 
different-ways of Juſtification, by the Law, and by the Goſpel. - The Law Propounds 
Life upon/an impoſitble condition; but the Goſpel clearly reveals to us, that Chriſt hath 
performed what is/necefary for our Juſtification, :and that by a lively and pritficel Faith 
we ſhall have an Intereſt 1n 1t...//The Lord Jeſas being aſcended, hath given'us's con- 
__ vincing Proof, that: the Propitiatian:tor our Sins is: perteCt : - For otherwiſe he had not 
been received into God's Santuary.': [Therefore to' be under Perplexities how we may 
be juſtified, is to deny the-yalue of bis Righteouſneſs, and the: truth of his Aſcenſion. | | 
| | And 
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And ſay not, who ſhall deſeend into the Jeep; tobe bear the: Torients) of Hell; 
Sin? This is to depy the virtue of his Death; whereby: he &God;/ah 
us from the Wrath to-come, In the- Law,-the _m—_ g | tioNtevuſneſs 
made viſible,. in the Goſpel, his Ju aaldsd 

Rom. 1. 47. . And this is an-infallible prov 

other Religions either ſtupify Conſcience,' and: 
by continual Alarms of Vengeancez/.the 'Golpi 
ſhew Mercy to repenting Sinners noe 4 
one Attribute to enrich 
Sins, and eaſy to pardon, to: who . 
the Diſhonour of his Goodneſs: But 


| of his Juſtice © 
Cliriftians are inſti 2Crec A ep; o 


ly reconciled-and magnified i in our Redemption... Front 
the Conſcience, and: that Peace which paſeck D uderſta 
from the Fear.of God's Anger, but hath a oe lope: 
expreſt by the Apoſtle, Heb. 12. 23-:whent he reckor 


lievers, that they are come to God the Fudge of 
Caventntt, and to the Blood of ſprinkling Kr ol ay 
The apprehenſion of God'as the” Judge of the 


For what Sins are there which: io entire a Sarkaaton dot 
can they deſerve, which his Wounds and Stripes have ne 
as merciful in juſtiffin thoſe who. believe itt: Felaes) [Vin 
Sinners, that excepts themfrotn Parden;;;} Chi 
text Believers to. flic hs ; from whence God Wil 
. From hence we. may learn; how abſ ai S241 T4 

Chriſt for Joſtification; 1:15:36 mat axri 1 þ was: * bIT8 

| There are-but two ways of appedtivi before chi ig | 
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one.is by the Lay; the other by Grace”. ; And theſe rp can 


knowledges- Guilt. Now. the firſt © Canic 
to the Law ſnppoſcs the Integrity. of aur” 
the Faculties once corrupted ſhould 'adt'r 
from his Conception.:; Aud; the _ | 
thet obeys not in all th c mbich-ure: wnls 


Py # £2 . 7 1 
; 4 yy" "WK - 0 4 . ; z M4 
? þ ye | i: 
» © & WE 
k "7 . * 


ve os" 


of ove ſingle Error, 1 he a 2g Obed ern oy 
always dye to the Law, the payme 
we cannot 10-any degree be jul 
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ſling, and not t1 g it. | He that breaks & one Article \n'a . "Covenatit, ound of 
claim to any Benefit by 1 Mo: 1 SSR 30 dit 33» JOEAs IHD11, of Jabs. SE *: XLS We; g-; WE 
Briefly, the Low ;uſtifies only. the | 2mns diftintion t 
re gailey. $9 that to pretend Juſtification by the Work of Ie 8 ul dion 
for a Man'to produce in Court the Bond which Na: iges him” to his Creditor, 
ny that he ows him:nothing. Whoever . preſumes to. appear before God's | 
Seat in his own-Ri ighteouſneſs ſhall be covered; wi 
2. By the KighteouL teouſnels of Chriſt. This alone a 
from Hl, and can'endure the trial of God's Tribur 
unvaluable Treaſure; Phil, 3- ''9, in. compa 
and dung : that I may be fotnd in him,  0t 
Law, but that which b through. the Faith of Clvidf, 3 Righ 
That which he ordained, and rewarded in the Perſon Eo our 
accept. Now-this Righteouſneſs is meritorio 'to 2 | 
ding ſolely upon the Will of God as to its Beit f Effets, 1t cannot: poſſibly : 
t in that way which hel: wath app 
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koned to any for their Benefit and Advantage, f 
The Lord Chriſt, who made Satisfadion, tells us, that'the Benefit of its c 
only through our Believing. . God: ſo: loved the World, th 
that whoſoever believeth on him. hall vor periſh, Joh.” 5 
reſpeCt of their Guilt, but Death is hot atually infli 
the Grace of the New Covenant: $0.01 Riv wen venial in or the: QAtiShaU 
by Chriſt, but they are 'not-aftually pardoned; 'till the' peforming of the Co! 
which Pardon is annex'd; | Faith  rarafers the Guilt from: the Sinner to the & 
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AS") And. this is not an 'A&;reſtrained' to: the Underſtanding, but principally reipects the 
aſks. Will, ' by which we accept or refuſe-Salvation:.-\ The Nature of it is beſt expreſt by the 

JI $cripture-phraſe,” Fobie'x; 12. the receiving: Chriſt; which reſpects the Terms upon which 
* Godioffets him i the Goſpel,-(A&r:5: 31.) 10' be our (Prince and Saviour. The State 
of Favour begins upon our conſent to the New Covenant; * And. how reaſonable is the 
Canditionit requires? How .impoffible is it to. be otkerwiſe ?'God 15 reconcilable by the 
Death of Chriſt,” ſo. that:he may exerciſe Mercy without Injury to his Juſtice and Holi- 
neſs: He is willing and_defirgus to be upon Terms of Amity with Men, but cannot be 
atoally reconcile nary acceptiof them :\For Reconcilement is between two. - Tho' 
God: uporsthe accountiaf, Chriſt's thade placable to the humane Nature, which he is | 
© not to the Angelica}: in its lapſediStare;; and hath condeſcended (© far as to offer Condi- 

_ tions of Peace to Men, yet they are-reconciledat once. That Chriſt becomes an'etteCtu- 

_ al Mediator, there maſt be the Conſent'of both Parties. As God hath declared his by 
laying the Puniſhment of our-Sins-0n;Chriſts ſo'Man gives his, -by ſubmitting/-to the: 
Law of Faith: And: the great end of preachirig/the Goſpel is, to covercome the 'Obſti- 
nacy of Men, and reconcile. them to God and their Happineſs : We are Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt ;- and pray you in Chriſt s ſtead, to be.reconciled to God, 2 Cor. 5. 205 with this 

\ difference 3'C ile furniſh'd the Means, - they only bring the Meſſage of Reconciliation. 

Now Men are with difficulty wrought on to comply with the Conditions of 'Pardon by 


Chriſt : 7 


-- x. Upon the actoupt of a Legal Temper that univerſally inclines them to feek for Ju- 
ſtification by their -own:Works. This is moſt ſuitable to the Law and Light of Nature: 
For the tenour of the-firſt Covenant.was, .Do, and+Live. So that the way of Goſpel 
Juſtification, -as 'tis ſupernatural in its diſcovery, ſo in its contrariety to. Man's Princi- 
- . ples. Beſides, as Pride at firſt aſpird to make Man as God, ſo it tempts him to uſurp 
the Honour of Chriſt,” to be his 'owh Saviour, He is unwilling to ſtoop, that he may 
drink of the Waters of Life. Till the Heart by the weight of its guilt is broken in 
pieces,” and loſes its former faſhion and figure, it will not humbly comply with the offer of 
Salvation for the Merits of another. And 'tis'very remarkable, that upon the firſt open- 
ing of the Goſpel, no Eyangelical Dodtrin was more diſreliſh'd by the Jews, than Juſti- - 
fication by imputed Righteouſneſs. - The Apoſtle gives this account of their oppoſition, 
Row: 10. that being ignorant of God s Righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh their own Z 
Righteouſneſs, they ſubmitted not to the Righteouſneſs of God. They were prepoſſeſt with 
this Principle, that Life was to be:obtained by their Works ; becauſe the expreſs Condi- 
tion of the Law was ſo. - And miſtaking.the end of its Inſtitution by Moſes, they ſet the 
Law againſt the Promiſes : For firice the Fall, the Law was given, not abſolutely to be 
/ *a Covenant of Life, but with a'deGgn to prepare Men for the Goſpel ; that upon the | 
fight of their Guilt, and the Curſe, they mighthave recourſe to the Redeemer, and by TY 
Faith imbrace that-SatisfaQtion he hath made for them. Chriſt 7s the end of the Law for | 
"Righteouſneſs to every one that beljeveth, Rom. '10.' 4. From the Example of the Jews we 
may ſee how Men are naturally affefed. - And 'tis worthy of obſervation, that the Re- 
10n took its riſe by.the ſame Controverſy with the Papiſts, by which / 


H 


formation of Religion took its riſe | 
the Goſpel was firlt introduced into-the World. ' For, befides innumerable Abuſes crept 
into the Church, the People wete perſuaded, that by purchaſing Indulgences they ſhould 
be ſaved from the Wrath of God. - And when this Darkneſs covered the. Face of the 
Earth, the Zeal of the firſt Reformers broke forth ; who, to undeceive the World, clear- 
ly demonſtrated from Scriptures, that Juſtification is alone obtained by a' lively and puri- 
ying Faith in the Blood of Chriſt. A ſtrong proof that the ſame Goſpel which was | 
firſt revealed by the Apoſtles, : was revived by thoſe excellent Men ; and the ſame Church | 
which was firſt built by the Apoſtles, was raiſed out of its Ruins by them. 
_ Now the Goſpel, to eradicate this Diſpoſition which is ſo natural and ſtrong in faln 2 
| Man, is in nothing moreclear and expreſs than in declaring, that by the Deeds of the Law | 
there: ſball no. Hleſh be juſtified in God's fight, Rom. 3. 10. The Apoſtle afferts without 
diCinQion, that | by the Works of the. Ls Tuſtification cannot be obtained, Gal. 3. 17. | 
whether they proceed from the Power of Nature, or the Grace of the Spirit. For he 
argues «gain the merit of Works to- Juſtification, ( Row. 3. 27.) notagainſt the Prin- 
-ciple-from whence” they praceed. And where he moſt affeQtionately declares his eſteem 
of Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs, as the ſole meritorious cauſe of his Juſtification, he 
exprelly rejeQts his own Righteouſneſs which is f the Law, Phil. 3. 9. By his own Righte- 
ouſneſs he comprehends all the; Works of the renewed, as well as natural State; for 


" they are performed by Man, and-are 'Ats of Obedience to the Law, which commands 
perfet Love to God, - Theſe are ſlight withering Leaves that cannot hide our Naked- 
| eo, WJ neſs, 
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waſhed white in the Blood of the Lamb. _ 
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periſh in the Waters 2 So 
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ved in the PerfeCtion of Holineſs here. below 


D d 


ature, and his Conſent t6 be our Sure- 
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"The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


CHAS XV. 
Of all the divine Perfeions, Holineſs is peculiarly admirable. The Honour 
' of it is ſecured in oxr Redemption. In the bitter Suſſerings of Chriſt God 


declared bimſelf nnappeaſable to Sin, thougb appeaſeble to. Sinners. The 
P robs wag pr agruth are kl upon term# bononrable to Ho- 
lineſs. Pardon of Sin, Adoption, the Inberitance of Glory, are annex- 
ed to ſpecial Qaebifcari ns in thoſe who receive them. The Redeemer is 
made a quickning. rinciple to inſpire us with new Life. In order to our San- 
Qification, be bath given ns the moſt perfe& Rule of Holineſs, be exhibited 
a compleat Pattern of it, be purchbas'd and conveys the Spirit of Holineſs to 
xs, He preſents the ſtrongeſt Motives to perſuade us to be. Holy. The per- 
\ feft Laws of Chriſt are conſidered, as they enjoyn an abſolute. ſeparation from 
all Evil, and commend the praflice of all ſubftantial Goodneſs. Some par- 
ticular Precepts, which the Goſpel eſpecially enforces, with the Reaſons of 
them, are conſidered. FOE. EN, 


"NF all the PerfeQtions of the Deity, none is more worthy. of his Nature, and fo pe- 

Y culiarly admirable, as his Infinite Purity. *Tis the moſt ſhining Attribute that de- 
rives a luſtre to all the reſt : He is glorious in Holineſs, Exod. 15. 15. Wiſdom degene- 
rates into Craft, 'Power into Tyranny, Mercy loſes its Nature without Holineſs. He 
ſwears by it as bis Supreme Excellency : Owce have 1 ſwore by my Holineſs, I will not lie 
wuto David, Plal. 59, 35. Tis the moſt venerable Attribute, in the Praife whereof the 
Harmony of Heaven agrees. The Angels and Saints above are repreſented, exprefling 
their Extaſy and Raviſhment at the beauty of Holineſs. Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of 
Hoſts, The whole Earth is full of bis Glory, Tf. 6.- 3. This he only loves and values in the 
Creature, being the Impreſtion of his moſt Divine and amiable PerfeQtion. Inferiour 

. Creatures have a reſemblance of other Divine Attributes: The Winds and Thunder ſet 
forth God's Power, the firmneſs of the Rocks, and the incorruptibility of the Heavens 
are an obſcure repreſentation of his Unchangeableneſs ; but Holineſs, that is the moſt 
Orient-Pearl in the Crown of Heaven, only ſhinesin the reaſonable Creature. Upon this 
account Man only is {aid to be formed after bis Image. And in Men there are ſome ap- 
pearances of the Deity, that do not entitle to his ſpecial Love. In Princes there is a 


ſhadow of his Sovereignty, yet they may be the Objeds of his Diſpleaſure ; but a like- 
: neſs to'God in Holinels attratts his Eye and Heart, and mfinitely endears the Creature to 


him.” Now this Attribute is in a ſpecial manner provok'd by Man's Sin, and we are re- 
ſtored to the Favour and Friendſhip of God, in ſuch a manner'as may preſerve the Ho- 
nour of it intire and inviolable. 55 | 16 

This will fully appear, by confidering what our Redeemer ſuffered for the purchaſing 
our Pardon, and the Terms upon which the precious Benefits of his Death are convey- 


ed to us; and what he hath done to reſtore our loſt Holineſs, that we may be qualified 
_ for the enjoyment of God. 


. I, God's Infinite Purity is declared in his Juſtice; in that He would not Pardon Sin, 
but upon ſuch Terms as might fully demonſtrate how odious 'twas to him. What in- 
flam'd the Wrath of God againſt his Beloved Son, whom by a Voice from Heaven he de- 
clared to be the Object of his delight > What made Him inexorable to his Prayers and 

Tears, when He (ollicited the Divine Power and Love, the Attributes that relieve the 

miſerable, crying, Abbe, Father, all things are poſſible to thee, let this Cup paſs from me? 
. What made him ſuſpend all comforting Influences, and by a dreadful Deſertion afflict 
him when he was environ'd with Sorrows? 'Tis fin only that cauſed this fierce diſpleaſure, 
not ixherent, ( for the Meſſiah was cut off, but not for himſelf,) but imputed by his volun- 
tary undertaking for us. God ſo loved the World, and fo hated Sin, that He gave his 
Son to purchaſe our Pardon by Sufferings. When his Compaſſions to Man were at the 

' higheſt, yet then his artipathy againſt Sin was ſo ſtrong, that no leſs Sacrifice could re- 


coun Him to us.. Thus God declared himſelf to be unappeaſable to Sin, though not 
to Sinners, : £; 


| 
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- 2, The Priviledgesthat are purchaſed/by our Redermer's "ning _- Aiſpens d upon, Chap: x6 


; 


thoſe terms which are honourable to 's Holineſs, I will breech in the [i 
Benefits of the Enevgelical Covenant : The Pardon of Sin, Adoy (G0, 
and the Inheritance of Glory, all which are conditional, and. annext to | ſpecial <a 
cations in the Perſons who have a Title to them. '' Cre pens 
x. The Death of Chriſt is beneficial to Pardon and Life, only t6/ thoſewho repent and 
believe. The Holy God | will by no means ſpars ithe Guilty, that 5s, declare che Guilty 
Innocent, or forgive an incapable Sabje@.' All” the riſes of Grace and Merc 
with reſpet to Repentance from dead: Works, bs to lively Faith. The Son of God 
made a Prince and a Saviour, to give- Repert ane and Remiſſion of Sins. And -the Apoſtle 
tells us, that being juſtified by Faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
The firſt erg a.cordiul ctief* for. fins paſt, and' ſincere effeCtual reſolutions to forſake 
them; and hath-a neceſſary corijunttion with Pardon, as by virtue of the Divine|Com- 
mand, ſo from a condecency and fitneſs with reſpeQt to God the giver of - Pardofi, and = 
the quality of the Blefſingit ſelf. The other Qualification is Faith, to' which: Jaltifica- 
tion is in a ſpecial manner attributed z not in reſpedt of'l ncy or Merit, - for the Mer- 
cy of God upon the account of Chriſt's Satisfai jon 5s the ſole Cauſe of our: Pardon: 


But-4s 4 yroral Inſtrument, chat is the Condition -vpon which God'abſolves Man from' his | 
_ Guilt,; | And: this Grace of Faith; as it reſpeQs entire Chriſt ini all his Offices, fo it con- 


tains the Seed and Sr Life of Boangelicel Obedience. ' Tt crucifies'our” Laſts, overcomes 


the World, worksiby Love,. as well as juſtifies the Perſon by” rehying” ofi the Merits of 
Chriſt for Salvation, 4: nou bed + 


2..Adoption into God's Family (the purchaſe of Chriſt's miericofions Stfferings, 


( Gal. 1.7.) who redeemed us from! the Servitade of Sin and Death) is conferr'd 'upont 


vs in Regeneration. | For: this Pre ative confifts'nor. meerly in an extrinſiek Relation 
to-God, and a Title-to the eternal Inheritance z but in our Dug ation of the' Divine 
Nature, "whereby wearethe living Intages of God: $s'Holineſs. ' Adoption 
title, -but not the reality of a Song butithe Divineis efficacious, pets changes tl 
real likeneſs of our Heavenly Father. We ' cannot enter into this ſtate rs is * 
hot pared] 


orld, aud 1 will receive you, and'will be a Father unto you, and je" frat 
Danghters, faith the Lord Almighty, '2'Cot."6. 1 7. [Thele are the ind 
on which we are received :into'that: honourable Alliance. None” can.” "enjoy: hs OO 
ledge, but.thoſe that yield: the «Obedience of Children.” | | | $6 RY 
_ .3- Holineſs is the Condition: .on-which-opr fature- Meſſedneſs p gMer- 
cy doth. not produce our: Glorification immediately, but b ifs int Ne Socelo as 1- 
ſification, -which are the el pae9 one _ in the' Chain of Salvation: "As watwral'Ca tſes 
work pn a diſtant Obje&, by paſſing throyph the wedines. "God TEvE es Grace, 
ry. The everlaſting Corntancihivie fel by the Blood ' of 'Chrift, "eſtabliſhes 
nexiqn. between them : Bleſſed are #he' pure'#n heart, for they ſhall ſet' "Ood, Nite. $. 
excluſjon of all others is:peremptory and univerſal : Withou Hobneſ7 nd Mar fat 
Lord, |Heb: 12. 14: 'The Righreoforſ of the Kingdom is the'only way of entri kb i 
A few good: actions ſcattered im our Lives are \not avatlable, but a courſe of 
brings to Happineſs. | Thoſe — patient continuance in well- doing, ſeek for 'Glo 


frr'the 
into' It. 
Sn 
rit eternal Life, Rom. 2. 7. 'This18 nota Suk p fitive 
Appointment, but grounded on the unchangeable reſpe& of things, © - There 48"# rativr 
convenience. between Holineſs and Happineſs; according tothe Witdom And Gos zdnels 
God ;. and tis expreſt'in Scripture bythe natural relation of the Seed ooh Harveſt,” 

as tothe quality.and Meaſure : What « Mar ſows, 'thatfhell be reap, Gat.'6. 5. We muſt be 
like God$n Purity, \before:we can be in Felicity. | fr ed; *twould*be a diſparagement to 
God's Holinefs, 0m pollate Heaven it ſelf ” to receiv © unfanttified: xrſons, as in mpure 2s 

thoſe in Hell: nog ob impoſitble for the Created be "happy - without the favour 
of the Holy; ND andforGod-to communicate-his-Favour to the ſinful Creature. / Brief- 


ly, according to the Law of Faith, no- wicked Perſon'hath any' right to the Satisfaction 
Chriſt :made;) nor to:the fnhefitance he pitrchaſed for Believers. © 


3- Markinhis corrape States deprived of Spirityal/Life, fo that tl revived by ſpecial 


Grace, He can nexther- obey nor nor enJoy- God. ow' the Redeemer! is made 4 quickning 
Principle to inſpire us with-new :Life, $5. MY > 8 

In otdrnio our Satisfaftion' tie hath done four whitigs' 

Firſt;; He-hath givento us'themoſt perfet Laws as the Rule of Hoines 


| 's. Family = 


$ 


Secondly, Heexhibited the moſt compleat Pattern of Holineſs in his Life, u n the Farh. | 


Thirdly, He purchaſed and conveys the _ of Holineſs, to renew, and to enable 'us 
for the performance of Gur Duties. 


D 4 2 Dt, Foxrthly; 


eds... 
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204. The Harmony of | the Divine Attributes 


Qed? Fourthly, He hath preſented the ſtrongeſt Inducements and Motives to perſuade us to 
Chap. 16. he Holy. / | 
PI y Firſt, He hath given to Men the moſt perfe&t Laws as the Rule of Holineſs. Theprin- 
cipal parts of the Holy Life, are, ceaſing Foe evil and doing well, Iſa. 1. 16, 17. Now 
the Commands of Chriſt refer to the puri ying of us from Sin, and the adorning us with 
all Graces for the diſcharge of our univerſal Duty. | i 

1. They enjoyn a real and abſolute ſeparation, from al filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, | 
2 Cor. 7. 1+ The outward arid inward Man muſt be cleanſed, not only from Pollutions | 
of a deeper dy, but from all Carnallity and Hypocriſy. The Grace of God that brings Sal- | 
vation hath appeared to all Men, teaching them to deny Ungodlineſs, and worldly Liſts, Tit, 2. F: 
11, 12. All thoſe irregular and impetuous Deſires which are raiſed by worldly : Objedts, 
Honours, Riches and Pleaſures, and reign in worldly Men z Pride,. Covetouſneſs and 
Voluptuouſneſs. The Goſpel 1s moſt clear, full and vehement, for the true and inward 
Mortification of the whole Body of Corruption, of every particular darling Sin. - It com- 
mands us to pluck, out the right Eye, and to cut off the right Hand, Mat. 5. 29, 30.” that is, 
to. part with every grateful and gainful Luſt. It obliges us to crucify the Fleſh, with the 
Aﬀfedtions and Luſts, Gal. 5.2, 11> | | _ 

The Laws of Men regard external Attions as prejudicial to Societies : But of Thoughts 
and Reſolutions that break not forth into act, + there can be no humane accuſation 
and judgment; they are exempted from the Juriſdiction of the Magiſtrate. But the Law 
of Chriſt reforms the Powers of the Soul, and all the moſt ſecret and inward motions that 
depend upon them. It forbids the firſt irregalar Impreſſions of the carnal Appetite. We 
muſt hate Sin in all its degrees, (ſtrangle it in the Birth, deſtroy itin the conception. We 
are. enjoined to fly $'> and acceſſes of evil z whatever is of a ſuſpicious 'Na- 
ture and not fully conſiſtent with the Purity of the Goſpel, and whatever invites to Sin, 
and expoſes us to the Power of it, becomes vicious, and muſt be avoided. That glori- 
ous Purity, that ſhall adorn the Church when our Redeemer preſents it without ſpot or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, Ephel. 5. 27. every Chriſtian muſt aſpire to in this Life. In 
ſhort, the Goſpel commands us to be Holy as God is Holy, 1 Pet. 1. 15. whois infinitely 
diſtant from the leaſt conceivable Pollution. wo He I | 

- . 2...The Precepts of Chriſt contain all ſolid ſubſtantial Goodneſs, that is eſſentially 
neceflary in order to our ſuprethe Happineſs, and prepares us for the Life of Heaven. In 
his Sermon on the Mount,he commands to us Humility, Meekneſs and Mercy, Peaceable- 
neſs and Patience, and doing good for evil,” which are ſo-many Beams of God's Image, 
the RefleCtions of his Goodneſs upon intelligent” Creatures. And that comprehenſive 
Precept of- the Apoſtle deſcribes the Duties of all Chriſtians: Whatſoever things are tru, 
Phil. 4. 8, Truth is the principal Character of 'our Profeſſion, and is to be expreſt in our 
Words and A&ions: Whatſoever things are honeſt, or venerable, 3.. e. anſwer the Digni- 
ty of our High-calling, and agree with the Gravity and Comelineſs of the Chriſtian Pro- 
teflion: Whatſoever things are juſt, according to Divine and Humane Laws: Whatſoever 
things a fore, we mule preſerve the Heart, the: Hand; the Tongue, the Eye, from Im- 
rity 3 Whatſoever things are lovely and of good report, {ome Graces are amiable and atrra- 
ive in the view of Men, as eaſineſs to pardon, a readineſs to oblige, Compaſlion to the 
afflicted, liberality to the neceſſitous, {weetneſs of. Converſation without gall-and bitter- 
neſs; theſe are of univerſal eſteem with Mankind, and ſoften the moſt ſavage tempers : If 
there be any Vertue, and if there be any Praiſe, think on-theſe things. And St. Peter excites 
Believers, to join-to their Faith, by which the Goſpel of Chriſt'-is embrac'd, intelleCtual _ 
and moral Vertues, without which 'tis but a vain Picture of Chriſtianity : Add to your 
Faith Vertue, and toVertue Knowledge, and to Knowledge Temperance, and to Temperance 
Patience, and to Patience Godlineſs, and to Godlineſs Brotherly-Kindneſs, and to Brotherly- 
Kindneſs Charity,. 2 Pet. 1. 5. He. enforces the Command ; Give all diligence that theſe 
things abound in you, and. ye ſhall neither be barrex. nor ſraige: in the Knowledge of Chriſt. 


Now theſe Graces purify and perfe&, refine and raiſe the humane Nature, /and without 
a Command their Goodneſs is a ſtrong Obligation. - —_ ts 


_ I "PRI 
b. 6d — ** 


I will take a more diſtinft view of the Precepts of Chriſt as they are ſet: down in that 
excellent Abridgment of them by the Apoſtle.. 'The Grace of God that bringeth Salvation 
hath appeared to all Men, teaching us, that denying Ongodlineſs and. wordly Laſts, we ſhould 
live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this preſent World, Tit. 2. 11, 12. Wal 04/07 Wh 

Here is a diſtribution of our Duties with reſpeCt to their ſeveral Objedts, our ſelves, 0- 
thers, and God, The firſt are regulated by Temperance, the ſecond by Jaſtice,' the third 
by Godlineſs. And from the.accompliſhment of theſe is formed that Holineſs without 
which no Man ſhall ſee God. | 70 PE SENS 
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* EG POND Ras» 1 
1. Iri reſpett to our ſelves, we muſt live ſoberly. Temperance goveris theſenſual Ap- SAY 
petites and AﬀeQions by ſanfified Reaſon. The Goſpel allows the ſober and chaſte viſe cp: 16, 


of Pleaſures; but abſolutely and ſeverely forbids all exceſs in thoſe that are lawful} afd WG 


EY WR 


abſtinence from all that are unlawful, that ſtain and vilify the Soul, and alienate it 'fro 
converſe TEENS, and mortify its taſt to ſpiritual Delights. By ſenſual complacency 
Man firſt loſt his Innocence and Happineſs, and till the Fleſb is ſubdued tothe Spirit, he 
can never recover them. The carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God. - Fleſhly Liiſts vir againſt 

the Soul, 1 Pet. 2. 11. Therefore we are urged with the moſt affeftionate earneſtneſs, #0 
abſtain from. them, by withdrawing their Incentives, / and crucifying our corrupt Inclina- 
tions. In ſhort, the. Law of Chriſt obliges us, as to deal with the Body as an -Enemy, . 

( that is diſpoſed to revolt againſt the Spifit!) by watching over all our Senſes, leſt they 
ſhould betray us to Temptations; ſo'to'preſerve it as a thing conſecrated to God, from all 
Impurity, that will render it unworthy the Honour of being the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt. 

2. Weare commanded to live Righteouſly, in our relation to others: "Juſtice is the 
ſupreme Virtue of humane Life, that renders to every one what is due. The Goſpel gives 
Rules for Men in every ſtate and place, to do what Reaſon nodes - AS no condition is 
excluded from its Bleſſedneſs, ſo every one is obliged'by its Precepts. SubjeCts are com- 
manded to obey all the lawful Commands of Authority, and #0 reſt, Rom. 13. r. and 
that upon the ſtrongeſt Motives, #ot oxly for Wrath but for Conſcience ſake, Ver.” 5. * They 
muſt obey Man for God's ſake, but never diſobey God for Man's ſake. 'And Princes are 
obliged to be an encouragement to good Works, and a Terror to the evil, Rom. 13.3-\ thee 


+ ta Z 6A n0s ibn 
For abt ſoewer ai ite 
you would have others do to you, 'do it to them, 'Mat. 7.12. © Pn” «Re 0 Oe, 

1.3. We are inſtrudted by the-Law of Chriſt to live Godly. - This part of our Daty fe- 
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mmanc by his Aſſiſtance. 
3- That tlie Glory of God be the ſupreme End of all our Aﬀions. *?'Fhis' Qualification 
muſt adhere not only to neceſſary Duties, 'but to our natural arid civil' AQions. Orr Light 
muſt ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee our good Works f' and glorify our" Father which is in 
Heaven, Mat. 5. 16. Whether we eat or drink, or whatſotver we dv,” all "'*nift be done, ir a 
regularand due proportion, to the Glory ; Org 1 Cor: 10.31. A general Deſignation of this 
1sabſolutelyrequiſite, (1 Pet. 4, 11.) and the renewing of our Intentions aZualj inmatters 
of moment; -For He being the ſole Author of our: Lives and Happineſs; we cannot without 
extreme Ingraritude and Diſobedience,: negle& to: glorify Him in onr Bodies and Spirits 
which are his, 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. This 


206 


— 


vour, the effeft of his xenewed gracein the courſe of -our Lives. - Without his ſpecial afſi- 


ſtance,: we ſhould every hour forſake him, and provoke him to forſake us. As the Iron can- 
not aicend or hang inthe Air longer than the virtue of the Loadſtone draws it 5» ſo our Af- 


feftions cannot aſcend to thoſe glorious things that are above, without the cottiaually ar- 
£ 8 , any 


traiting Power of grace. Fis by humble Praytr wherein we acknowledge our warts and 
unworthineſs, and declare. our dependence upanthe/Divine Mercy and Ppwer,- that we. 
obtain grace. Now from theſe Reaſons the Golpel commands Humility, in'our demeanour: 
towards:God and Men, And if we ſeriouſly conſider them, how can any creoice be opened: 
in the Heart for the;leaſt breath of Pride to enter? How can a poor diſeaſed Wretch that 
hath neither Mony,: nor. can by any induſtry procure Nouriſhment, or Phy fick. for 'his 
deadly Diſeaſes, 'and.receives from a merciful Perſon not only Food, but Sovereign Me- 


 dicines. brought framanother World (for ſuch is the divine: Grace ſent to us from Hea- 


ven) without his deſert, or poſlibility of retribitioz, 'be proud towards his BenefaQor > 
How can he that only.Jives upon Alms, boaſt that be is rich > How can a Creature be 
proud of the gifts of God; which it cantiot.poſkeſs without Humility; and withoutacknow- 
ledging that they are.derived: from-Mercy > If we had 'continued in our Integrity, the 


Prayſe 


' lion of it proceeds from pure Favour, There is ho more proportion between all out 


neceſſary to purify and prepare us far. it, we receive from - nudeſerved Me 


in : Mars Redemption 


Praiſe of all had been entirely due to God ; "= our "Facing and the excellent Dilpoh- 
tions that fitred them for Aftion, were beſtowed upon us freely by Hitn, an hi pended 
upon his Grace 1n their exerciſe, But there is now greater reaſon to attribute the GLOTy 
all our Goodneſs ſolely to him: For he revives our dead Souls by the the Spl- 
rit, of the Sanctifying Spirit, without which we are #0 every good W ork pad lg Sino 
all our Spiritual Abilities are Graces, the more we have received, 'the more we are oblig- 
ed; and therefore ſhould be more humble and thankful to the Author of them. And 1n 
comparing our ſelves with others, the Goſpel forbids all- proud Refledions that we are 
dignified above them: For, who maketh thee to daffer from gone” hoy ? And what haft thou 
that thou didſt not receive 2 And if thou didft receive it, why doſt thou glory, as if thou hadft 
z0t received it ? It God diſcern one from another by ſpecial ift, the Man hath noth 

of his own that makes him excellent. Although Inherent Graces command a reſpect from | 
others to the Perſon in whom they ſhine, yet he that poſſeſſes them, 01 et 
fider himſelf in thoſe Qualities that are 'patural, and make him. like the worſt, than ir 
thoſe pgs are Divine, proceeding from the ſole Favour of God, and that exalt hirh a- 
bove them. 

Add further, that God hath ordained in the Goſpel Repentance and Faith, which are 
humbling Graces, to be the Conditions of our obtaining Pardon. - By Repentance we 
acknowledge that if we are condemtied 'tis juſt Sevetity, and if. we are fayed rs rich 
Mercy. And Faith abſolutely excludes boaſting. For it fuppolts the wp 7 A ak 
and receives Pardon from 'the Sovereigh Grace of Gad,. upon the account of Uct- 
fied Redeemer. The Benefit, and the Manner of out receiving it, was tip hed. iti the 
miraculous cure of the Iſraelites, by lookin p to the Braſen Serpent, 'or the att of 
ſeeing is performed by Wicg.l the 1 oats Siatved Fam QbjeQs: "Tis rother's Paſſion 
than an Action, that it might a appear age the healing Virtue was meerly from the Power 


of God, and the Honour of it intirely his. In ſhort, God had teſpett to the lowlineſs' 


of this Grace, in appointing it to be Qualificatian of a Juſtified Perſon: For the 
moſt firm reliance on God's Mercy, is always joyned with the ſtrongeſt refiouncng of 
our own Merits. Briefly, to excite Humility in us, che Goſpel tells ys, that the Glory 
ous Reward is from rich. Bounty and Liberality ; The Gift of Gad i Eternal Life through 
Jeſus Chriſt vur Lord, Rom. 6. 23. As the EleQjon of ys.to. Gloty, fp the aftval ppofleſ- 


Services, and that High and Eternal Felicity, than between the runnin 


A few. ſteps, a 
the obtaining an Imperial Crown, Indeed nat only Heavet, but all 


the Graces that _ 


rcy; So that 
God crowns in us not our proper Works, but his own prop _ 
2. The Goſpel ſtriftly comn nds Self-denial, when me _ 4 30d and Religi- 
oN is Karan; Joh | tells his Diſciples, Mat. -16. 24. If any Man will came after me, 
let him deny bimfelf, and take wp bis. Graf oſs and oe: we. | Life, and. all the Comforts of 
it, Eſtates, Honours, Relations, Pleaſures muſk be pat under ance = to take the firlt ſtep 
with our Redeemer. This is abſolutely neceſlary .to_ the being of a Chriſtian. In the 
Preparation of his Mind, and'the Reſoluton of his. Will, he ouſt live @ Martyr; and 
whenſoever his Duty requires, he muſt break all the Retinecula Vite, the volunta ty | Tandy 
that faſten us to the World, and die a Martyr, rather than Try $: Aivarce to,.be..made 
between his Heart and Chriſt. Whatſoever 1s moſt eſteemed and loved . in the” V & 
muſt be parted with as a Snare, if it tempts us from our Obe' ie ENCE 5 OF ON ab? X 3 ut 
Sacrifice, when the Glory of God calls for it. And this command that appears ſo. 
ſenſe, is moſt juſt and reaſonable : For God hath by ſo many Titles a right 
we ought to —_ an intire Dedication of our le and our moſt valuable ka ro 
him. Our Redeemer infinitely denied himfelf to fave us, and 'tis moſt juſt we ſhould 
in gratitude deny our ſelves to ſetye him. Beſides, an infinite Advantage redognds to 
us: For our Saviour afſures us, Mat. 16. 25, that whoſoever phe" rr IT when 'tis 
inconſiſtent with the performance of tis Duty, ſhall loſe it " whoſeever will hoſe bis 
Life for his ſake, ſhall find it. . Now what is more prudent, t I- two =! 
propounded, to chuſe the leaſt? that is, Temporal Death, a hg han "Ecetnal; 1 and of 
two Goods that are offered to our choice, to Te the greater, a Life in Heaven before 
that on the Earth. Eſpecially if we conlider, that we muſt ſhottly yield the preſent | 
Life to the Infirmities of Nature 3 and 'tis the richeſt Traffick to exchange that which 1s 
frail and mortal, for that which temains in its perfeftion for ever. 

3- The Goſpel enjoyns Univerſal Love among Men. This is. that Fire which Chrif 
came to kindle upon L Earth, Rom. 13. 8, 9, 'tis the abrigdginent of gl Chriſtian Per- 
fettion, the fulfilling of the Divine Lay, for all the particulat Precepts are in (ublta! 
Love. He that loves his Neighbour, will have a hls Fun to his Life, «HOO arid 

ate, 
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AS Eſtate, which is the ſum of the ſecond Table. 'The extent of our Love muſt be to all 
Chap. 16. that partake of the ſame common Nature. The univerſal conſanguinity between Men, 
YN ſhould make us regard them as our Allies. Every Man that warts our help, is our 
Neighbour. Do good to all, is the command of the Apoſtle, Gal. 6. 10. For the quali- 

ty of our Love, it wuſt be unfeigned, without diſſumulation, 1 Pet. 1. 22. The Image of 

itin Words, without real effefts, provokes the Divine Diſpleaſure : For as all falſhood 

is odious to the God of Truth, ſo eſpecially the counterfeiting of Charity, that is, the 
Impreſſion of his Spirit, and the Seal of his Kingdom, A fincere pure AﬀeCtion that 

rejoyces at the Good, and reſents the Evils of others as our own, and exprefles it {e]F in 

all real Offices, not for our private Reſpes, but their Benefit, is required of us. And 

as to the degree of our Love, we are commanded above all things to have fervent Charity 

(r) 1 Pet. 4. a0ng our ſelves (r). This principally reſpects Chriſtians, who are united by ſo many ſa- 
: nb for cred and amiable bands, as being formed of the ſame Eternal Seed, Children of the-ſame 
nominiz_ c<a. Heavenly Father, and joynt-Heirs of the ſame Glorious Inheritance. Chriſtian Charity 
riſime vinc- hath a more noble Principle than the Aﬀections of Nature; for it proceeds from the 


" auguſt. | ove of God ſhed abroad in Believers, to make them one Heart and one Soul : and a 
| more Divine Pattern, the Example of Chriſt ; who hath by his Sufferings reſtored us to | 


' the Favour of God, that we ſhould love one another as He hath loved us. This Duty 
is moſt {triftly injoin'd, for without Love Angelical Eloquence is but an empty noiſe, 
C 1 Cor. 13. ) and all other Vertues have but a falſe Luſtre; Propheſy, Faith, Know- 
ledge, Miracles, the higheſt outward Ads of Charity or Selt-denia}, the giving our E- 
{tates to the Poor, or Bodies to Martyrdom, are neither plealing to God, nor profitable 
to him that does them. - | EE. - 

- Beſides, That ſpecial Branch of Love, the forgiving of Injuries, 1s the peculiar Law 
of onr Saviour. For the whole World conſents to the returning Evil for Evil. The 


vicious Love of our ſelves makes us very ſenſible, and according to our perverſe Judg- 


ments, to revetige an Injury ſeems as juſt as to requite a Benefit. From hence Revenge is 
the moſt rebellious ahd obftinate Paſſion. An Offence remains as a Thorn in the Mind, that 
inflames arid torments it, till 'tis appeaſed by a Vindication. *Tis more difficult to over- 
come the Spirit, than to gain a Battel, We are apt to revolve in our thoughts Injuries that 
have been done to us, and after 4 long diſtance of time the Memory repreſents them as 
freſh as at the firſt. Now the Goſpel commands a hearty and intire forgiveneſs of In- 
juries, though repeated never ſo often, to ſeventy ſever times, and allows not the leaſt 
liberty of in; Revenges. ' We muſt not only quench the Fire of Anger, but kindle 
the Fire of Love towards our greateſt Enemies. I ſay unto you, Love your Enemies, bleſs 

' them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, pray fo them which deſpitefully uſe you and 
perſecute you, Mat. 5. 44. This is urged from the conſideration of God's forgiving xs, Col. g. 

' 13: who being infinitely provoked, yet pardons innumerable Faults to us, moved onſy 


| by his Mercy. And how reaſonable is it that we ſhould at his Command remit a few 


© - faults to our Brethren? To extinguiſh the ſtrong inclination that is in corrupt Nature to 


ow : , Revenge, our Saviour hath ſuſpended the Promiſe of Pardon to us upon our pardoning 


: others. For if ye forgive Men their Treſpeſſes, your Heavenly Father will alſo' forgive you. 
' But if ye forgive al.gs +6 Treſpaſſes, neit Al jor Father forgive your Treſpaſſes. "He 
thatas cruel to another cannot Mercy, but in every Prayer to God, indites him- 
ſelf, and virtually pronounces his own Condemnation. E, | 
4. The Goſpels enjoyns Contentment in every ſtate, which is our great Duty and Fe- 
Jicity, mainly influential upon our whole Life to prevent both Sin and Miſery : Be cor- 
tent with ſuch things as you have, for be hath ſaid, f will never leave thee, nor forſake thee, 
Heb. 13. 5. It forbids all Murmurings againſt Providence, which is the Seed of Rebe]- 
lion, and all anxious thoughts concerning things future, Take 0 thought for to morrow, 
Mat. 6. 31. We ſhould not anticipate Evils by our Apprehenſions and Fears, they come 
faſt enough 3 nor retain their afflicting memory to imbitter our Lives, they ſtay long 
enough : Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. Our corrupt Deſires are vaſt and reſtleſs 
as the Sea, and when contradided, they betray us to Diſcontent and Diſobedience. The 
: Goſpel therefore retrenches all inordinate AﬀeCtions, and vehemently condemns Cove- 
touſneſs, as a Vice not to be named among Saints but with abhorrency. ' It diſcovers to 
us moſt clearly, that temporal things are not the materials of our Happineſs : For the Son 
of God voluntarily denied himſelf the enjoyment of them. And as the higheſt Stars are 
ſo much diſtant from an Eclipſe, as they are above the Shadow of the Earth : {o the Soul 
thit in irs eſteem and deſires is above the World, its Brightneſs and Joy cannot be darken- 
ed or eclipſed by any Accidents there. The Goſpel forbids all vain Sorrows, as well as 
vain Pleaſures; and diſtinguiſhes real Godlineſs from an appearance by Contentment as 
its inſeparable Charafter, Godlineſs with content 3s great gain, 1 Tim. 6, 6. When 


we 
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we are in the ſaddeſt Circumſtances, our Saviour commands us to poſſeſs our Soals in Pa- 
tience, Luk. 12. 19. to preſerve a calm Conſtitution of Spirit, which no Storms from 
without can diſcompoſe. For this end he afſures us that nothing cones to paſs without 
the Knowledge and Efficiency, or at leaſt, Permiſſion of God : That the Hairs of onr 
Head are numbred, and not one falls to the Earth without his Licence. Now the ſerious 
belief of a Wiſe, Juſt, and Powerful Providence, that governs all Things, hath a nfigh- 
ty. efficacy to maintain a conſtant tranquility and equal temper in the Soul amidſt the 
confufions of the World. God works all things according to the Counſel of his own Will - 
Epheſ. 1. 11. and if we could diſcover the immediate Reaſons of every Providence, we 
cannot have more ſatisfaCtion than from this General Principle, that is applicable. to all 
as Light to every Colour, That what God doth is always beſt. , This reſolves all the 


FRAN 
Chap 16: 


Doubts of the moſt intangled Minds, and rectifies our falſe Judgments. From hence a | 


Believer hath as true content in complying with Gad's Will, as if God had gd 
with his, and is reconciled to every Condition, Beſides, the Goſpel affures us; That 
all things work together for the good of thoſe that love God, Rom. 8. 28. For their Spiritual 
Good at preſent, by weakening their Corruptions ; for AﬀMiiction is a kind of manage, 
by which the ſenſual part is exerciſed and made pliable to the motions of the Spirit: And 
by increaſing their Graces, the unvaluable Treaſures of Heaven. If the deareſt- Objeds 
of our Aﬀects, the moſt worthy of our Love and Grief, are taken away, 'tis for this rea- 
ſon, that God may have our Love himſelf in its moſt intenſe. and inflamed degree. And 
Afflictions are in order to their Everlaſting Good. Now the certain :expeCtation of a 
bleſſed iſſue out of all Troubles, is to the Heart of a Chriſtian as the putting a Rudder to 
a Ship, which without it is expoſed to the fury of the Winds and in continual dangers, 
but by its guidance makes uſe of every Wind to convey it to its Port. Hope produces 
not only Acquieſcence, ( Rowe. 12. 12.) but Joy in the ſharpeſt Tribulations. For eve- 
ry true Chriſtian being ordained to a Glorious and Supernatural Bleſſedneſs hereafter ; 
all things that befall x Be here below as Means, are regulated and transformed into the 
nature of the End to which they carry them. Accordingly the Apoſtle affures us, 2 Cor. 
4- 17. That our light AfliSions which are but for a moment, work for us a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of Glory. To conſider this Life as the paſſage to another that 1s as 
durable as Eternity, and as bleſſed as the Enjoyment of God can make it z that the pre- 


ſent Miſeries have a final reſpeCt to future Happineſs, will change our Opinion about them, 


and render them not only tolerable, but ſo far amiable as they are inſtrumental and pre- 
paratory for it. If the Bloody, as well as the Milky way, leads to God's Throne, a 
Chriſtian willingly walks in it. In ſhort, A lively Hope accompanies a Chriſtian to his 
laſt expiring Breath, till it is conſummated in Celeſtial fruition. So that Death it ſelf, 


the univerſal Terror of Mankind, is made defirable as an entrance into Immortality, and 


the firſt day of our Triumph. Thus I have conſidered ſome particular Precepts of 
Chriſt, which are of greateſt uſe for the government of our Hearts and Lives ; and the 
Reaſons upon which they are grounded to make them effetual. Now to diſcover more 
fully the compleatneſs of the Evangelical Rule, I will conſider it with reſpect to the 
Law of Moſes, and the Philoſophy of the Heathens. ; 
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The Perfe&ion of Chriſt's Laws appears by comparing them with the Precepts 

of Moſes. The Temple-Service was manag'd with Pomp ſuitable to the dif- 
poſition of the Jews, and the diſpenſation of the Law. The Chriſtian Ser- 
vice is Pure and Spiritual. The Eevitical Ceremonies and Ornaments are ex- 
cluded from it, not only as unneceſſary, but inconſiſtent with its Spirituality. 
The Obligation to tþe Rituals of Moſes is aboliſhid, to introduce real Righ- 
teouſneſs. The Indulgence of Polygamy and Divorce is taken away by Chriſt, 
and Marriage reſtored to its Primitive Purity. He cleared the Law from the 
darkening Gloſſes of the Phariſees: And enforced it by new Obligations. The 
Law of Chriſt exceeds the Rules which the bigheft Maſters of Morality in 
the School of Nature ever preſcribed. Philoſophy #is defeFive as to Piety, and 
in ſeveral things contrary to it. Philoſophers delivered unworthy Concepti- 
ons of God. Philoſophy doth not enjoyn the Love of God, which is the 
firſt and great Commend of the Natural Law. Philofophers lay down the 
ſerwvile Maxim, To comply with the common ldolatry. They arrogated to 
themſelves the Praiſe of their Vertue end Happineſs. Philoſophy doth not 
propound the Glory of God for the Supreme End. of all Humane AXQions. 
Philoſophy is defeSiive as tothe. Duties reſpetling our ſelves and others. It 
allows the firſt finful motions of the lower Appeties. The Stoicks renounce the 
Paſſions. Philoſophy inſufficient to form the Saul to Patience and Content 
under Aﬀflictionsz and to ſupport in the hour of Death. A RefleQion upon 
ſome \mmoral Maxims of the ſeveral Secs of Philoſophers, 


"FE HE Perfeftions of the Laws of Chriſt will further appear, by comparing them with 
the Precepts of Moſes, and with the Rules which the higheſt Maſters of Morality 
in the School of Nature have preſcribed for the direfting our Lives. The Goſpel ex- 

ceeds the Moſaical Inſtitution: CEP X | | 
x. In ordaining a Service that is pure, ſpiritual, and divine, conliſting in the Contem- 
plation, Love and Praiſes of God, iuch as the holy Angels perform above. The Tem- 
ple-ſervice was managed with Pomp and external Magnificence, ſuitable to the diſpoſiti- 
on of that People and the diſpenſation of the Law. The Church was then is: its Infant- 
| ſtate, as St. Paul expreſſesit: And that Age is more wronght on by Senſe than Reaſon: i 
For ſuch is the ſubordination of our Faculties, that the vegetative Ads, then the ſer/- 
tive, then the rational, as the Organs appointed for its uſe acquire Perfection. The 
Knowledge of the Jews was obſcure and imperfe&t, and the external part of their Religi- 
on was ordered.in ſuch a manner, that the Senſes were much affected. Their Lights, 
Perfumes, Muſick and Sacrifices were the proper entertainment of their exterzal Faculties. 
Beſides, being encompaſt with Nations whoſe Service to their Idols was full of Ceremo- 
| nies, to render the Temptation ineffeQual, and take off from the efficacy of thoſe Allure- 
| ments which might ſeduce them to the imitation of Idolatry, God ordained his Service 
to be performed with great ſplendour. Add further, the Diſpenſation of the Law was 
typical and myſterious, repreſenting by viſible zzaterial Objefs, and their Power to raviſh 
the Senſes, Spiritual things, and their efficacy to work upon the Soul. But our Redeem- 
er hath rent the Veil, and brought forth Heavenly things into a full Day, and the clear- 
eſt Evidence. Whereas Moſes was very exa& in Seſcribing the numerous Ceremonies of 
the Jewiſh Religion, the quality of their Sacrifices, the Place, the Perſons by whom they 
muſt be prepared and preſented to the Lord : We are now commanded to draw near to 
God with cleanſed Hands and purified Hearts, and that Men pray every where, lifting ap 
holy Hands, without wrath and doubting. Every place is a Temple, and every Chriſtian 
a Prieſt, to offer up Spiritual Incenſe to God. The moſt of the Levitical Ceremonies and 
Ornaments are excluded from the Chriſtian Service, not only as unneceſſary but inconſi- 
ſtent with its Spiritualneſs: As Paint, they corrupt the native Beauty of Religion. The 
Apoſtle tells us, that humane Eloquence was not gfed in the firſt preaching of the Goſpel, 
| leſt 
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1 Contriving Man's Redemption. 


leſt it ſhould render the truth of it uncertain, andFJob the Croſs of Chriſt of its Glory in NA? 
converting the World : For there might be ſome Pretence to imagine, that 'twas not the Gbap-17. 
ſupernatural virtue of the Dodrin, and the efficacy of its Reaſons, but the Artifice of WWW 
Orators that overcame the Spirits of Men. $0, if the Service of the: Goſpel' were made 
ſo pompous, the Worſhippers would be' enclined ro believe, that the'exrernal' part' was 
the moſt principal, and to content themſelves in that without the Aims and Aﬀetionsof 
the Soul, which are the Lite of all our Services. Beſides, upon atiother account outward 
Pomp in Religion 1s apter to quench than enflame Devotion: For we are ſo compound: 
ed of Fleſh and Spirit, that when the corporeal Faculties are vehemienitly affefted with'their 

_ ObjeFs, *tis very hard for the Spiritual to a& with equal vigour; there being ſuch Com- ; 
merce between the Fancy and the outward Senſes, that they are never exerciſed it'the re:  _. * 
ception of their ObjeQs, but the Imagination is drawn that way, -and' cannvt- preſent -to be 
the Mind diſtinctly and with the calmneſs that is requiſite, thoſe thimgs on which our _ 
Thoughts ſhould be fixt. But when thoſe diverting ObjeQs are removed;' the Soul" di- 
retly aſcends to God, and looks on him as the Searcher'and: Jadge'of the Heart 3 and 
workhbips him proportionably to his PerfeQtions. That this was the Deſign of- Chriſt; 
appears particularly in the Inſtitution of the: Sacraments, - which he ordained in a merci- 
ful Condeſcenſion to our preſent State : For there is a nattiral Deſire in'ns to have Pledges. 
of things promiſed ; therefore he was pleaſed to add to the Declaration of his Will inthe _ 
Goſpel the Sacraments, as confirming Seals of his Love; 'by which+ the Application -of 


£2 


his Benefits is more ſpecial, and the repreſentation more lively, than that which is meer- 
ly by the Word. But they are few in number, only Baptiſm'and the Lord's Supper, /ſim- 
ple in their Nature, and eaſy in their ſignification, iv fit to reheve our Infirnities, and + 
to raiſe our Souls to Heavenly things, Briefly, the'Service of the Goſpel is anſwerable 


: 


. to the excellent Light of Knowledge ſhed abroad in the Hearts of Chriſtians. © 
2. Our Redeemer hath aboliſh'd all Obligation to the other Rituals of Moſes, to in- 
troduce that real Righteouſneſs which was ſignified by them, The carnal Commandments 
given to the Fews, are called Statutes that were not good, Ezek. 20. 25. either in reſpe& of 

their Matter, not being perfeQtive of the humane Nature; or their Effe@, for they brought - 
Death to the Diſobedient, not Life to the Obedient : The moſt {tri Obſervation of them 
did not make the Performers either better, 'or 'happy.”- But Chriſtians are dead to theſe 
Elements, Col. 2. that is,  PEuey freed from SubjeQtion to them. The Kingdom of 
God conſiſts not in Meat and Drink, but Righteouſneſs, and Peace, and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt ; for he that in theſe things ſerves Chriſt, is acceptable to God,” and approved of Mer. 
Rom. 14+ 17, 18. Weare are commanded to purge out the 'old Leaven of Malice and'Wick- 
edneſs, that ſowers and ſwells the Mind, and to keep the Feaſt with the #nleavencd Bread 
of Sincerity and Irath. We are obliged to preſerve ourſelves undefiled from the *moral 
ImperfeCtions, -the Vices and Paſſtons,” which wete repreſented bythe natural Qualities 
of thoſe Creatures which were forbidden to the: ews, and to purifte'Heart inſtead of the 
frequent waſhings under the Law. ' Batthe' Go pel frees us from-the intolerable Yoke of 
the legal Abſtinences, Obſervations and Diſciplines, the amuſements of low and ſervile 
Spirits, wherewith they wonld compenſate their Defetts'in real Holineſs; and-exchange 
the ſubſtance of Religion for the Shadow and Colours of it. - For this reaſon the Apoſtle 
is ſevere againſt thoſe, who would join the Fringes of Moſes tothe Robe of Chrilt” -- 
3- The Indulgence of Polygamy and Divorce that was granted 40 the' 
away by Chriſt, and Marriage reſtored to the: Purityof its firſt Inſtitation.. Per _ 
miſtion of theſe was by a political Law, and the effe& was temporal-Impunity. - For God T 
is to be conſidered not only in the relation of a Creator, and-univerſal Governour, that 
gave Laws to regulate Conſcience ; but in a ſpecial relation to the:Jews as theit king by 
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"RFI or feverely forbids the putting the Wite away and marrying another, as a violation of 
Chap. 17. Conjugal Honour. | | 

NN oY Our Redeemer hath improved the Obligations of the Moral Law, by a clearer dil- 

© Covery of the Purity and extent of 1ts Precepts, and by a peculiar and powerful Enforce- 

ments, In his Sermon on the Mount, he clears it from the darkening glofles of the Pha- 

riſces, who obſerved the. Letter of the Law, but not the Deſign of the Law-giver, He 

declares that hot only the groſs A&, but all things of the ſame alliance are forbidden ; 

not only Murder bur raſh Anger, and villifying words which wound the Reputation : 

Not only attual Poljution, but the Impurity ot the Eye, and the ſtaining of the Soul 

with unclean Thoughts, are all compriled in the Prohibition. He informs them that eve- 

ry Man in Calamity is their Neighbour, and to be relieved, and commands them to love 

their deadlieſt Enemies. Briefly, He tells ghe Multitude, ( Mat. 5. 20. ) That wleſs their 

Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, that is, the utmoſt that 

they thought themſelves obliged to, they ſhould not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Be- 

ides, our Saviour hath ſuperadded ſpecial Enforcements to his Precepts: --The Arguments 

to petſwade Chriſtians to be univerſally Holy, from Chriſt's redeeming them tor that 

great end, was not known either in the Oeconomy of Nature, or the Law: For tefore 

our lapſed ſtate, there was no need of a Redeemer, and he was not revealed during the 

Legal Diſpenſation. His Death was cnly ſhadowed forth . in Types, and foretold in 

{ach a manner as was.obſcure to the Jews. The Goſpel argues new Reaſons to. increaſe 

our averſion from Sin; which neither AJaw nor Moſes were acquainted with. So the 

Apoſtle dehorts. Chriſtians from Uncleanneſs, becaule their Bodies are Members of Chriſt, 

aud Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Cor. 9. 19, 20. and therefore ſhould be ijnviolably con- 

ſecfated to Purity. If the Utenſils of the Temple were ſo ſacred, that the employing 

them to a common uſe, was revenged in a miraculous manner 3 How much forer Pu- 

nifhment ſhall be inflicted on thoſe who defile themſelves, after they were ſan#ified by the 


Blood of the Covenant? Heb. 10. 19. The Goſpel alſo recommends to ns Love to one a-, 
nother, in imitation of that admirable Love which Chriſt expreſt to us, and commands 


the higheſt Obedience even unto Death when God requires it, in conformity to gur Re- 
deemers Sufferings. Theſe and many other. Motives are derived from a pure vein of 


Chriſtianity, and exalt the Moral Law to a higher pitch, as to. its Obligation upon Men, 


2, The Laws of. Chriſt exceed the Rules which the: beſt Maſters of Mora/zty in the 
School of Nature have preſcribed for the Government of our Lives. 'Tis true there are 


% 


remaining Principles of the Moral Law in the Heart of Man ; ſome warm Sparks are till 
teft which the Philoſophers laboured to enliven and cheriſh, Many excellent Precepts 
of Morality they delivered, either to calm the AﬀeRQions and lay the Storms in our Breaſts, 
whereby the moſt Men are guilty and miſerable, or to regulate the civil Converſation 


(5) Recentiares WIN: Others. And (ince the coming of 'Chrilt, Promethexs-like (s), they brought their 
Platonice vir- dead. Torches to the Sun, and ſtale.ſome Light from!' the Scriptures. Yet upon ſearching 
 iuee ſlam we ſhall calily diſcover, that notwighſtandi 


? 


tanding, 2ll their boaſts, to purge the Soul from 
Latives {ed Defilements contracted by Uniqn-with the Body, and to reſtore it to its Primitive Perfe- 
| ſhrias; illas ion, They became vaix in their Thoughts, and their Heart was darkzeed. Although 


pear *74- the valgar Heathens thought them to be Quides i1 


le vovger Fleather q the; ſafe way, yet they were Compa- 
anis ſuffurati NiONS With them in their wanderings z and Truth inſtrufs us, that where the Blind leads 


prog the Blind, both fall into the Ditch, 1 will briefly ſhew that their Morels are defeCtive, and 


eatum mens MIxt with falſe Rules: Only premilſing three things. 
| emnim ante | | 
CO I. That I ſhall not infift on their Ignorance of our Redemer, and their Infidelity in 
"as de Verit. reſpect of thoſe Evargelica! Myſteries that are only diſcovered by Revelation ; for that 
 t-nrit preciſely conlidered,. doth not make them guilty before God : But only take notice of 
their DefeQts in Natural Religion, and Moral Duties, to which the Law written in the Heart 
abliges all Mankind, Rom. 2, 15. | 
- 2. That Vertue is not to be confounded with Vice, although 'tis not aſfiſted by ſpecial 
Grace. ; Thoſe who performed Ads of Civil Juſtice, and Kindneſs, and Honour, were 
not guilty as thoſe who violated all the Laws of Nature and Reaſon. Their Heroick A- 
tions were praiſe-worthy among Men. and God gave them a Temporal Reward ; al- 
though not being enlivened by Faith, and purified by Love to God, and an holy Inten- 
tion for his Glory, they were dead Works, unprofitable as to Salvatian, 
© Suez; 3» Their higheſt Rule, viz. To live according to Nature, is imperfe@ and inſuffici- 
Res tj. et). For although Nature in its original Purity furniſt'd us with perfect Inſtructions, 
mam dicem YELN its corrupt State 'tis not ſo enlightned and regular, as to direct us in our univerſal 


ok Stoici Duty. 'Tis as poſſible to find all the Rules of ArchiteFure in the Ruins of a Building, as to 
| | | n 


in ; Gmeriving Mari s Redemption. © 


find i in the remaining Principles of the the Natural Law, full and folfciemt Direc NA *. _ 
the whole Duty of Man, either as to the performing Good, or avoiding Evil. The Mind =: 
i darkned and defiled with Error, that indiſpoſes'it for its Office, Eph, XL. 17, 18: 

I will now proceed to ſhew how inſufficient Philoſophy | is to dire us in our. ay t /'t | 
God, our ſelves and others. Fe 8s 

Firſt, In reſpect of Piety, which is the chiefeſt Duty of the reaſotble Creature, Ph: 
loſophy is very defeCtive, nay, in many things contrary to it : © g 

x. By delivering unworthy Notions and Conceptiotis of the Deity: Not only 
the vnlgar Heathens changed the Truth of God into a Lie, when they meaſured his 
Incomprehenfible Pertettions by ' the” narrow Compaſs of their Imaginations ; of 
when looking on him through the appearing Diſorders of the World, Oy. thought 
him unjuſt and cruel ; 'as the moſt beautiful Face' ſeems deformed and i RonkROus 


in a diſturbed ſtream: But the moſt renowned Philoſophers diſhono! red 
their baſe Apprehenfions. For the true Notion of God, figni citig 


dependent, the univerſal Creator, who preſerves Heaven ind arth; 'the abſe Frova prey -r5 Hh 
of all Events; Thar his Providence takes notice of all A&ions,t FF; he RET Rewar- | 
der of thoſe that ſeek Him, and a juſt Revenger of thoſe that violate | 
bis Laws : Now all this was contradiQed by them. CP Some afferted 
the World to be eternal, others that Matter was; and in-that denied” $ope 
him to be the firſt Cauſe of all things. Some limited' his Being; con- 
fining Him to one of the Poles of Heaven: Others extended 1 ec only' range 
to the Amplitude of the World. The (x) Epicureans” totally denj- © 7. de ve 
ed his governing Providence, and made Him -an idle SpeQtator of 7*, [ 
things below. They aſſerted, That God was contetited with his owti mr 
Majeſty and Glory : That whatever was without him, was neither- * 
in his thoughts nor care z/ as if to be employed in ordering the vart-' : 
ous Accidents of the World, were i tible with his Bl neſs," 

this Power who oh tn. 


"pellet eden dubitemy, 
2.'& Te, 


and He needed their Impiety to relieve Him. * Thus by: confining 
finite, they denied Him in nas. Him. G) Others allowed t 
Afairs of Kingdoms and Nations, to Crowns ati Scepters 
astor _ particular things, they ed as Divine Na 
Sun to deſcend from Heaven.to light a Candle for a Servant in the dark. 
Scepter out of God's hand; and ſetup a fooliſh and blind Power'to liipote 
ble things. Seneca bimſelf repreſents Fortuze ( Vid. Epift, 74. 

Worthy from the Unworthy, wat; ſcattering its Gifts it reſpe& 
made him a Servant to Nature';' That he necefaril: turn'd the Spher 
Him to an invincible Deſtin hat He conld-not do what He defirec 
of the Heathens ditonomel the Decy y their falſe Imaginations, a 
ſenting him with his pro -drew a PiQureiof 

pious Fancies had a perniciousIn » Upon | L of #* 
bis Providence for that took away the ſtrongeſt reſtraint 0 © fon 6 of _ [A find 
of future Judgment. 'For'hamane Laws do not puniſh ſecret Critnes that « are inns i B.. 2+ <d_i»-agnds 
ble, norall open, as thoſe of Perſonsin Power, which are moſt hurtful" There ore they nin 
are a weak inftruwent to | 0p wy nt and TRIG : Qaly'the re ſp TY t of God to pon; thei / 


Light of the Day ; in the Works of he Hand, ach- the” he Ong: $of the He in 
2. Philoſophy is very defeCtive as to Piety,-1 in not 'enjoynin mage Lore of God. Them 
firſt and great wy in the Law of Nature, (theord he 


ding to Bath Dignity )is this, Thou ſhalt love the Lord with all #hy hob; Soul, and Sreneth: Ie, ans 
'Tis moſt reaſonable that our Love ſhould firſtaſcend to: nh and in] ey full ok zour: For 

our Obligations to him are infinite, and all inferiour e incomparably beneath 

him. Yet Philoſophers ſpeak little or nothing of this, in 
Natural Religion. Ariſtotle He wha was ſo clear- ings, when he 

of God, is not only afteftedly obſcure to conceal his dmc © hes Fiſh which trou- 
bles the Water for fear of being catch'd z but 'tis on the occafion of ſpeculative Sciences, 
as in his Phyſicks, when he conf ders him as the firſt Cauſe of all the Motions in 
World; or in his Metaphyſicks, as the ſu _ Being, the Knowledge, of whom, he faith, 
is moſt noble i in it ſelf, but of no uſe to Men. But in his Morels, where he had- eaſon - 
to conſider the Deity as an Obje& moſt worthy of our Love, Reſpet, and Obed ence 
in an infinite Degree, he cotally omits ſuch a Repreſentation of him, although the 1 ove 
of God is that alone which gives Price to all Moral Vertgnes. And from hence it is that 


Philoſophy is ſo defettive as to Rules for the preparing Men for an intimate and delight- 
ful 


| 
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CARAN tul Communion with God, which is the Effeft of holy and pertect Love, and the {u- 
Chap. 17 preme Happineſs of the reaſonable Nature. If. in the Platonical: Philoſophy there are 
ſome things direCing to it, yet they are but frigidly expreſt, and ſo obſcurely, that like 
Inſcriptions in ancient Medals or Marbles which are defaced, they are hardly legible. - 
' Thisis the ſingular CharaQter of the Goſpel, that diſtinguiſhes. it. from all humane 1n(ti- 
tutions; it repreſents the. infinite Amiableneſs of God, and his Goodneſs to us, to ex- ; 

cite our AﬀeQions to him in a ſuper/ative manner : it commands us to fo//ow him as dear 

Children, and preſſes us to ſeek far. thoſe Diſpoſitions which. may: .qualifie us for the en- 


. 
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zoynment of him in a way of Friendſhip and Love. op IRS . ; 
- ..3, The, beſt Philoſophers laid down this ſervile and pernicious | 


7” 


(a) Xenop. {.- 1. memor. Yato Maxim, (a) That a wile Man ſhould always conform-to the Religi- 


vit unum Deum, ſummum Opificem univer- ' 


fi, ſed preter eum flatuit Deos duplices, 
Dzmoras & Heroas, quibus ſacra fieri 
juſſit. Apul. Ut nemo fuertt dubitaFurus 
ſuere eos, ſi cum paucioribus fuerent, nunc 
ſanitatis patrocinium -inſanientium turba, 
que omnia ſapiens ſervabit tanquam legibus 


on” of his Country. Socrates, who acknowledged one Supreme 
God, yet (according to the Counſel of the Oracle that direQted all 
to Sacrifice according to the Law of the City ) adviſed his Friends 
to comply with the common Idolatry, without any difference in the 
outward Worſhip of Him and Creatures ; and thoſe who did other- 


juſſa, non tanquam Diis grata, Ang. 1th, 
5. C. 10, de Civitat. 


wile, he branded as ſuperſtitious and vain. © And his praftice was 
accordingly, - For he frequented the Temples, affiſted. at the Sacri- 
fices,. which he declares before-his Judges, to purge himſelf from the Crime of which 
he was accuſed. Seneca ſpeaking of the Heathen-worſhip, acknowledges 'twas unreaſon- 
able, and only the multitude of Fools rendred it excuſable ; .yet he would have a Philo- 
ſopher to conform to thofe Cuſtoms in Obedience to the Law, not as pleaſing to the 
Gods. Thus they made Religion a dependence on the State. They performed the Rites 
of Hatheniſh Superſtition, that were either filthy, ons; or cruel, ſuch as the 
Devil, the Maſter of thoſe Ceremonies, ordained. They became. leſs than Men by wor- 
ſhipping the moſt vile and deſpicable Creatures, and ſunk themſelves, by the moſt exe- 
crable Idolatry, beneath the Powers of Darkneſs, to whom they offered Sacrifice. Now _ 
this Philoſophical Principle the moſt palpable violation of the Law of Nature ; for that—”" 
inſtfutts us that God is the only Objed& of Religion, and that we are to obey him with- 
out exception from any iaferiour Power. Here 'twas Conſcience to diſobey. the Law, 
and a moſt worthy Cauſe wherein they ſhould have manifeſted that generous contempt of 
Death they ſo much boaiked of, But they detained:the truth in wnrighteouſneſs; and al- 
though they knew God, they glorified bim not as God, but changed the Glory of the Incorrnp- 
tible God, into an Image made like a corruptible Man, and to Birds, 


(b) Rom..1. 23, 24: Licet 4 populs 


diverſa ſentirent, Temyla haberent com- 
munia- cum popule. Aug. bb. 4. cont. Jul. 


(c) - Fudicham bec omninum mortalium, 
fortunam 4 Deo 

dam ſapi 

tia pretioſurm atgue 
qd eh i yet baberes i 
dd non_ab alio petitur * qui ein © 
Philoſophia quod ſuſpiceres, ſi benificiaria res 
eſſet? Sence.Ep.9. Nis quod vir bonus efſet 


 gratias Diis egit unquam? at cvis, 
| —_ honoratus, quod incolumis. Log) 3- de 
' nat, Deor Virtutem nemo unquam acceptam 
Deo retulit ; nimirum rette. Propter vir- 
. ftutem enim jure laudamur, (y in virtute 
refle gloriamur, quod non contingeret fi id 
danum 4 Deo, non 4 nobis haberemus. 


Stoicks, (c) the Phariſees ir 
pending on God for Light and Grace in the condu@t of their Lives, 


and Beaſts, and creeping things (b) : A Sinof ſo provoking a nature, 
that God gave them up to the'vileſt Luſts, Carnal Impurity being a 
juſt puniſhment of Spiritual.  - NE rp oy 

: 4+ They arrogated to.themſelves the ſole praiſe of their Vertues and 
Happineſs. This. Impiety::is.-moſt viſible in the writings of 'the 
in Philoſophy, They were ſo far from de- 


and from praying to him to make them vertuous, that they oppoſed 
nothing with more Pride and Contempt. | They thought that Wif 
dom would. lofe its value and Luſtre, that nothing were in it wor- 
thy of admiration, if it came from Above, and depended upon the 
Grace of another. They acknowledged that the natural Life, that 


| Riches, Honours, and. other inferiour Things, common to the 


BER; Worſt, were the Gifts of God; but afferted that Wiſdom and Ver- 
tue, the ; rep Perfe&ions of the Humane Nature,were the Effects of their own Induſtry. 
Impious folly ! to believe that we owe the greateſt Benefits ro our ſelves, and the leſſer 
only to Cod, Thus they robbed him of the: Honour of his moſt precious Gifts. So 
ſtrongly did the Poiſon of the Old Serpent, breathed forth in thoſe words, Te ſhall be 
as God, that infected the firſt Man, ſtill work in his Poſterity. Were they Angels in 
Perfeftion, yet the proud refleding on their Excellencies would inſtantly turn them into 
Devils. And as they boaſted of Vertue, ſo of Happineſs, as intirely depending upon 
themſelves. They aſcribe to their Wiſe-Man an abſolute Empire over all things, they | 
raife him above the Clouds, whatever may diſquiet or diſorder; they exempt bim from 
all Paſſions, and make him ever'equal to himſelf ; that he is never ſurpriſed with Acci- 
dents ; that 'tis not in the Power of Pains or Troubles to draw a Sigh or Tear from him :; 
that he diſpiſes all that the World can give or take, and is contented with pure and naked 
Vertue: In ſhort, they put the Crown upon his Head, by attributing all to the pow- 
er of his own Spirit, Thus they contradifted the Rights of Heaven, Their Impiety 
- was 
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in Contrrvuing Man s Redemption. ', 21% 
was {o bold, that they put no difference between God (4) and their. Wiſe-Perſon, but SAR 
this, that God was an immortal Wiſe-Perſon, and a Wiſe man was a mortal God, Nay, ©; P, 17+ 
that he had this advantage, (ſince 'tis great Art to comprize many things in a little ſpace,) "© 
to enjoy as much Happineſs in an Ape, as Jupiter in his Eternity. Andi which is'the (5) Pe 5a 
higheſt exceſs of Pride and Blaſphemy, (e) they preferred the wretched :impertect Ver, rem felicitate, 
tue and Happineſs of their Wiſe-man, before the infinite and unchangeable Purity: and _— oil 
Felicity of God himſelf. For God, they faid, is wiſe and happy by the Priviledge- of (@) Ef aligiid 

his Nature ; whereas a Philoſopher is ſo by the Diſcourſe of Reaſon, and the Chorce of; quo Sapiens 
his Will, notwithſtanding the reſiſtance of his Paſſions, and the Difficulties he encoun , Teens De-, 
ters in the World. Thus to raiſe themſelves above the Throne of God, fince the re- ture beneficio, 
bellious Angels, none have ever attempted beſides the Stoicks. Tis no wonder that = rag ys and 
they were the moſt early oppoſers of the Goſpel ; for how could they acknowledge God je; of, hutere 
in his ſtate of Abaſement and Humility, who exalted their Vertuous Man above him'in amr ag9 wry 
his Majeſty and Glory ? Yet this is the Sect that was moſt renowned among the Hear: yo ol 
| Lo Y41547 5 455 et Revte forties, 
- _..... hec.eft quo De- 
um antecedatis, ille extra patientiam malorem eft, vos ſupra patientiam. Senec. (f) Timeone Stoic} ſolt ſint Philoſophi. Cic. 


% 


5. Philoſophy 1s very defeCtive in not propounding the Glory of God as the End to 
which all our Actions ſhould finally refer. This ſhould have the firſt and chief place: 


In that PraQtical Science (g) : For every Action receiving its ſpecification and value from (e) na 5 


the End, that which is Supreme and common to all Aﬀtions, muſt be fix'd before we 25.99"5 
come to the particular and ſubordinate ;z and that is the Glory' of God. Now the De- $18 mem 
ſign of Philoſophers in their Precepts, was either, WEI 107 ET E20 -* 

Firſt, To uſe Vertue as the means to obtain Reputation' and Honour in the World. 
This was evident in their Books and Attions (h). They were ſick of Self-love, and did (Þ) Qutzs e- 
many things to ſatisfy the Eye. They led their lives as in a Scene, where one Perſon is ot 5a 
within, and another is repreſented without, by an artificial imitation of what is true. They: inenttur, qui 
were {well'd with Preſumption, having little Merit, and a great deal of Vanity. New? «meets 
this Reſpect to the Opinion of others, corrupts the Intention, and vitiates the Aion. wirdconftirutus 
Tis not ſincere Vertue, but a ſuperficial Appearance that is regarded. For 'tis ſufficent to }* "4 Dye: 
that purpoſe to ſeem to be vertuous without being ſo. As a proud Perſon would rather' pint; = | 
wear counterfeit Pearls that are eſteemed right, than Right which are eſteemed counter! oftencatio- 
feit : So one that 1s vain-glorious prefers the repatation of being Vertuous, before real rontt, 
Veriue (1). From hence we may diſcover that many of their moſt ſpecious Attions per? 
were diſguiſed Sins, their Vertues were as falſe as their Deities. Upon this. account Bro \ Toe ape 
Auſtin ( Lib. 4. cont. Fl. c. 3. ) condemns the Heroical Ations of the Romazs as vici-/ wr  2 e- 
ous 3 Virtute civili, non vera, ſed veri ſimili, humane glorie ſervierunt. Pride had a prin- Jam inotmis 
cipal part in them. FORE Tk US 8 vs | Eg 

Gr, ſecondly, the End of Philoſophy was to prevent the Miſchiefs which Licentiouſ- 
neſs and Diſorders might bring upon Men from without, .or to preſerve inward Peace, 
by ſuppreſſing the turbulent Paſſions ariſing from Luſt or Rage, that Os 
diſcompoſe the Mind. This was the pretended deſign of Epicurns (k), 0c gh re Reacts lpeetis 
to whom Vertue was amiable only as the Inſtrument of Pleaſure:' quo ferviant nif fr "1s pony He 

Or, thirdly, the Height of Philoſophy, was to propound the <« dicimys; Deus Uirtutum converte nos. 
Beauty of Vertue (1), and its charming Aſpe, as the moſt worthy "Wares aid ſtillud 
Motive to draw the Afﬀections. Now ſuppoſing that ſome of the propter quod 4irtatem peram ? Queric enim 
Heathens, (although very few ) by diſcovering the internal Beauty 797 Dp Rn 0 ee fact on 
of Vertue,, had a love to it, and performed ſome things without a- pretivm qui puter efſe ut. TIN decoy mo 
ny private reſpe@&, but for the reftitude of the Aion, and the in- **: cbr ys dip mouce, Gr gra 
ward ſatisfa&tion that ſprings from it, yet- they were ſtill defeQtive. $i virtutew 4leriperin ſeſa exten. 
For Vertue is but a Ray of the Deity, and our Duty is not compleat, mt, 4b omnibus iberam,” © que ſola ſib 
unleſs it be referred to his Glory who is the Principle and Pattern {7 Rn, | tem 
of it. In ſhort, the great Creator made Man for himſelf, and "tis ad ſeipfas referuntur nes propter alind ex- 
moſt juſt that as his Favour is our Sovereign Happineſs, ſo his Glo- __ — Cs - 
ry ſhould be our Supreme End, without which nothing is regular 9 fant. Aug, (ib. 19.de Givit. c. 25, 
and truly Beautiful. By theſe ſeveral Inſtances it appears how in- ' | 
ſufficient Philoſophy is to dire& us in. our principal Duty, that reſpetts God. 

-7 gh a was defeftive in its direCtions about Moral Duties that reſpect our (elves 
OT OtNers. | | Fa B23] 

1. Philoſophers were not ſenſible of the firſt Inclinations to Sin, They allow the Aif- 
order of the ſenſitive Appetite as Innocent, till it paſſes to the ſupreme part of the Soul, 
and induces it to deliberate or reſolve ugon Moral Attions. For they were ignorant of 
that original and intimate Pollution that cleaves to the Humane Nature; .and: becauſe 
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our Faculties are natural, they thought the firſt Motions to forbidden Objects, that are 
univerſal in the beſt as well as worſt, to be natural Deſires, not the Irregularities of Luſt. 
Accordingly all their Precepts reach no further than the Counſels of the Heart ; but the 
Deſires and Motions of the lower Faculties, though very culpable, are left by them in- 
different. So that 'tis evident that many Defilements and Stains are in their purgative 
Vertues. 

'2. The Stoicks not being able to reconcile the Paſſions with Reaſon, wholly renoun- 
ced them, Their Philoſophy is like the River in Thrace, | | 


OY —Yuod potum ſaxea reddit 


Met. Viſcera, quod taGis inducit marmora rebus. 


For by a Fidtion of Fancy they turn their vertuous Perſon into a Statue, that feels 
neither the Inclinations of Love, nor the Averſions of Hatred ; that is not touch'd with 
Joy or Sorrow ; that is exempt from Fears and Hopes. The tender and melting Aﬀecti- 
ons of Nature towards the Miſery of others, they intirely extinguiſh as unbecoming per- 
fett Vertue. They attribute Wiſdom to none, but whom they rob of Humanity. Now, 
as'tis the ordinary effect of Folly to run into. one extreme by avoiding another, {ſo 'tis 
moſt viſibly here. For the AﬀeCtions are not like poiſonous Plants to be eradicated ; but 


as wild, to be cultivated. They were at firſt ſet in the freſh Soil of Man's Nature by the 
' Hand of God. And the Scripture deſcribes the Divine Perfe&ions, and the Actions pro- 


ceeding from them, by Terms borrowed from Humane AﬀeCtions, which proves them to 
be innocent in their own Nature. Plutarch obſerves when Lycurgus commanded to cut 


up all the Vines in Sparta to prevent Drunkenneſs, he ſhould rather have made Fountains 


by them to allay the heat of the Wines, and make them beneficial: So true Wiidom 
preſcribes how to moderate and temper the Aﬀe&ions, not to deſtroy them. 'Tis trne, 
they are now ſinfully inclin'd, yet being removed from Carnal to Spiritual Objedts, they 
are excellently ſerviceable. As Reaſon is to guide the AﬀeCtious, ſo they are to excite 
Reaſon, whoſe Operations would be languid without them. The Natures thac are pure- 


' ly Spiritual, 'as the Angels, have an Underſtanding ſo clear, as ſuddenly to diſcover in 


Obje&s their Qualities, and to feel their Efficacy : but Man is compounded of two Na- 
tures, and the Matter of his Body obſcures the Light of his Mind, that he cannot make 
ſach a full diſcovery of Good or Evil at the firſt view, as may be requiſite to quicken his 
purſuit of the one, and flight from the other. Now the Aﬀections awaken the vigour 


_ of the Mind, to. make an earneft Application to its Objeft. They are as the Winds, 


which although ſometimes tempeſtnous, yet are neceſſary to convey the Ship to the Port. 
So that 'tis contumelious to the Creator, and injurious to the Humane Nature, to take 
them away as abſolutely viſcious. The Lord Jeſus, who was Pure and Pertect, exp: cisd 


all humane AfﬀeCtions according.to the quality of the Objedts preſented to him : and his 


Law requires us not to mortify, but to purify, conſecrate and employ them tor ſpiritu- 
al and honourable Uſes. : PO, 

4. Philoſophy is ineffeCtual by all its Rules to form the Soul to true Patience and Con- 
tentment under Sufferings. Now conſidering the variety and greatneſs of the Changes 
and Calamities to which the preſent Life is obnoxious, there is no Vertue more neceſſa- 
ry. And if we look into the World before Chriſtianity had reformed the Thoughts 
and Language of Men, we ſhall diſcover their miſerable Errors upon the account of the 
ſeeming Confuſion in humane Afﬀairs, the unequal diſtribution of temporal Goods .apd 
Evils here below. If the Heathens ſaw Injaſtice triumph over Innocence, and Crimes wor- 
thy of the ſevereſt Puniſhment crown'd with Proſperity ; if a young Man died, who 


| in their eſteem deſerved o live for ever, and a vicious perſon lived an Age, who was un- 


.. Righteouſneſs, but raſh Fortune or blind Fate ruled all. As the Phariſee in the Goſpel, 


worthy to be born, they complained that the World was not governed according to 


ſeeing the Woman that had been a notorious Sinner ſo kindly received by Chriſt, ſaid with- 
in himſelf, If this Mar were a Prophet he would know who it is that touches him : So they 
concluded, if there were a Providence that did ſee and take care of ſublunary things, that 
did not only permit but diſpoſe of all Aﬀairs, it would make a viſible diſtinftion between 
the Vertuous and the Wicked. 

_ 'Tis true, God did not leave the Gentiles without a witneſs of himſelf; for ſometimes 
the Reaſons of his Providence, in the great Changes of the World, were fo conſpicu- 
ous, that they might diſcover an Eye in the Scepter, that his Government was managed 
with infinite Wiſdom. Other Providences were vail'd and myſterious, and the fight of 
thoſe that were clear, ſhould have induc'd them to believe the Juſtice and Wiſdom of 
thoſe they could not comprehend. As Socrates having read a Book of Heraclitys, ( Vid. 
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tered (n). Now the end of Philoſophy was to redreſs theſe Evils, to make an afflicted to (n) Tully hink 
be a contented ſtate. The Philoſophers ſpeak much of the Power of their Precepts to Ca guil- 


Epiſfl:ad Vxors 


rt. From neceſlity ; that we are born to-Sufferings, the Laws of Humanity, which are 
unchangeable, ſubject us to them. But this conſideration: is not only ineffeCtual to cauſe 
true Contentment, but produces the contrary effe&t : as the ſtrength of Egypt is deſcribed 
to be like a Reed that will pierce the hand inſtead of ſupporting it. | Thus Solor ex- 
tremely lamenting the Death of his Son, and being ask'd why he ſhed ſo many Barren 
Tears that could not make his Son ſpring out of the Duſt? replied, For this reaſon I 
weep, becauſe my weeping can do me no good. Our deſires after freedom from Miſeries 
are inviolable : So that every Evil, the more fatal end inevitable it is, the more it afflicts 
us. If there be no way of eſcape; the Spirit:is overcame by Impatience or Deſpair. 

2, From reflection apon the Miſeries that befal others. But this kind of Conſolation 
15 viſcions in its Cauſe, proceeding from ſecret envy and uncharita- ” 
bleneſs (n)). There 1s little difference between him that regards ano- /n1 Nullam tam miſcram nominabis ds 
thers Miſery to lefſen his own, and thoſe who take pleaſure in others 7%", He __O___ in miſeriore ſolati- 
Afﬀfiitions. And it adminiſters no real comfort ; If a thouſand ,,n neg pL ag Tgbe mjere- 
drink of the waters of Marah, they are not lels bitter. £4 ; 

3. Others ſought for caſe under ſufferings, by .remembring the Pleaſures that were 
formerly enjoyed (0). But this inflames rather than allays the Di- Meh 
ſtemper. For as things are more clearly known, ſo .more ſenſibly _ (0) Tully ſpeaks to the Epicureans : 
felt by compariſon : He that is tormented with the Gout, cannot re- ply we flay 4 gy > gt p aypir7 5 ck 
lieve his Miſery, by remembring the pleaſant Wine he drank before pure perceprarum. Tue. PTR 
his fit. ' 7:15 

4. The Stoicks Univerſal Cure of Afﬀictions was (p), to change their Opinion of (p) opincs eff 
them, and eſteem them not real Evils. Thus Poſſedonius ( ſo much-commended by Tylly) ## ms oxciar 
who for many years was under torturing Diſeaſes, and ſurvived a continual Death, bein pos ge 
viſited by Poxpey at Rhodes, he entertained him with. a Philoſophical Diſcourſe ; and 9unii raxa- 
when his Pains were molt acute, he ſaid, Nihil agis dolor, quanquam fis moleſtus, numn- _—_ ite 
quam te eſſe confitebor malum : in vain doſt thou afſault me, Pain ; though thou art; trou- que nee agunt 
bleſome, thou ſhalt never force me to confeſs thou art Evil. But the Folly of this boaſt- Ter ens 
ing is viſible: for though he might appear with a cheartul Countenance in the-Paroxyſm roar ure 
of his Diſeaſe to commend his Philoſophy, like a Mountebank: that ſwallows Poiſon to i#times, {ci- 
pur off his Drugs, yet the reality of tis Grief was evident: his Senſe' was overcome, js ma dem 
though his Tongue remained a Stoick. If Words could charm the Senſe not to feel !:fwn off, et 
Pains, or compoſe the Minds not to reſent Affliftions, 'twere a Relief to give mollifying 7am cam 
Titles to them : But fince 'tis not Fancy that makes them ſtinging, but their contrariety 
ro Nature, 'tis no Relief to repreſent them otherwiſe than they are. All thoſe ſubrile 
notions vaniſh, when ſenſible Impreſſions confute them. | * | | 

5. Others compoſed themſelves by conſidering the benefit of Patience (q). Diſcon- (q) Levius jis 
tent puts an edge on troubles; to kick againſt the pricks, exaſperates the Pain ; to be 
reſtleſs and turmoiling, increaſes the Fever. But this is not properly a Conlolation : Ns Te 
for although a calm and quiet Submiſlion prevents thoſe new degrees of trouble, which 
by fretting and vexipg we bring upon our ſelves ; yet it doth not remove the evil, which 
may be very affliting and grievous in its own nature ; ſo that without other conſideras 
tions to ſupport the mind, it will fink under it. And as theſe, ſo many other Argu- 
ments they uſed to fortify the Spirit againſt Sufferings, are like a Hedge which at a di- 
ſtance ſeems to be ſafe retreat from Gun-ſhot, but thoſe who retire to it, find it a weak 
Defence. This appears by the carriage of the beſt inſtrufted Heathens in their Calami- 
ties : Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe in their Speculations, they became Fools in PraQtice, 
and were confounded with all their Philoſophy, won they ſhould have made uſe of it. 
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TRAP? Some killed themſelves for the apprehenſion of. Sutterings : their Death wasnot the ct- 
Chap. 17. fect of Courage, but Cowardiſe, the Remedy of their Fear, Others, impatient of dil- 
WY appointment in their great Deſigns, refuſed to live. I will inſtance in two of the mot 
r) Zcnoni 4 eminent among them, Cato and Brutus (r), they were both Philoſophers of the manly 
9 Titi Sect; and Vertue never appeared with a brighter luſtre among the Heathens than when 
*pientis Joined with a Stoical Reſolution. And they were not imperfect Proficients, but Maſters 
in. Philoſophy. Sexeca employs all the Ornaments of his Eloquence to make Cato's 'Elo- 
(s) Cope quan- py ($) : He repreſents him as the conſummate Exemplar of Wiſdom, as one that realized 
re rs, the ſublime Idea of Vertue deſcribed in their Writings. And Brutus was eſteemed equal 
me ac magnif= tO Cato, Yet theſe, with all the Power of their Philoſophy, were not able to bear the 
jd give ſpe- ſhock of, Adverſity. Like raw Fencers, one thruſt put them into ſuch diſorder, that they 
bis won je-tis, forgot all their Inſtruftions in the place of trial. For being unſucceſsful 1n their Endea- 
{tore & yours to reſtore Rowe to its Liberty, overcome with Dilcontent and Deſpair, they Jaid 
#5" Aftice violent Hands upon themſelves. - Cato being prevented in his firlt attempt, afterwards 
MarcumCato- tore open his Wounds with fierceneſs and rage. And Brutus, ready to plunge the Sword 
tonem.  jnto his Breaſt, complained that Vertue was buta vain Name. So inſufficient are the beſt 

Precepts of meer natural Reaſon to relieve us in diſtreſs. As Torrents that are dried u 
in the-heat of Summer when there is the moſt need of them ; ſo all Comforts fail in Ex- 

tremity that are not derived from the Fountain of Lite. : 

I will only add how ineffeual Philoſophy is: to ſupport us in a dying hour. The 
fear of Death is a Paſſion ſo ſtrong, that by it Men are kept in Bondage all their. days. 


Tis an Enemy that threatens none whom it doth not ſtrike, and there is none but it 
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| (1) xr pridie threatens. ' Certainly that SpeFre which (t) Ceſar had not courage to look in 


quam occidere- the face, is very afrighting. Alexander himſelf that ſo often deſpiſed it in the Field, 
fur, in ſermone I : CET : | 

nato ſuper ce- When Paſſion that tranſported him caſt a Vail over his Eyes ; 'yet when he was ſtruck 
nem, apud M. with a mortal Diſeaſe in Babylon, and had Death in his view, (u) his Palace was filled 
nr tx with Prieſts and Diviners, and no ſuperſtition was ſo ſottiſh, but he uſed to preſerve 
v. te comm» himſelf, And although the Philoſophers ſeemed to contemn Death, yet the great Pre- 
ctw parations they made to encounter it, argue a ſecret Fear in their Breaſts. Many Diſcour- 


tumgue pretu- ſes, Reaſonings, and Arguments are employed to ſweeten that cruel neceſſity, but they 


GOV puct- are all ineffeftual. 
tarch. | > Sf : 
x. That 'tis the condition of our Nature: to be a Man and im- 


 {'x) Stultum eft timere quod vitare nm mmorta], are inconſiſtent. But this Conſolation afflicts to Extremity (x). 
a cadhagg NG Ds «# If there were any means to eſcape, the Soul might take courage. He 
_ BEES En nar is —_ I, i ar _—_ RO _— = : 
2 art rrofirigs * 2. Thatit puts a period to all temporal Evils. But as this is © 
ns —_— OY PU yy no force fx rae _ are proſperous, and never felt thoſe Miſe- 
ries which make Life intolerable (y_); ſo it cannot rationally relieve 
any that have not good hopes of Felicity after Death. The Heathens diſcovered not 
the ſting of Death, as 'tis the Wages of Sin, and conſigns the guilty to eternal Death ; 

ſo that they built upon a falſe Foundation, as if it were the cure of all Evils. 
3- They encouraged themſelves from their Ignorance of the Conſequences of Death, 
(z) Yam ſi whether it only changed their Place, or extinguiſhed their Perſons. Socrates (z) who 
ſupremus ite died with a ſeeming indifference, gave this account of it ; That he did not know whe- 


Zionem, ſed ther Death was good or evil. But this is not Fortitude, but Folly : As Ariſtotle ob- 


 commutatio- 


Rk ſerves, That readineſs to encounter Dangers ariſing from Ignorance, is not true Valour, 
quid obtabilz- Dt a bruitiſh Boldneſs. What madneſs is it then for one that enters upon an eternal 
us? ſim _ State, not knowing whether it ſhall be happy or miſerable, to be unaffefted with that 
[et omm qui Areadful uncertainty ? 
melius quam =But now the Goſpel furniſhes us with real Remedies againſt all the Evils of our pre- 
7 evils 32 ſent State. 'Tis the true Paradiſe wherein the Tree of Life is planted, whoſe Leaves are 
dormiſcere? for the healing of the Nations. Weare aſſured that God diſpoſes all things, with the 
Wiſdom and Love of a Father ? and that his Providence is moſt admirable and worthy 
of Praiſe in thoſe things wherein they who are only led by Senſe, doubt whether it be 
at all. For as'tis the firſt point of Prudence to keep off Evils, ſo the ſecond and more 
excellent is, to make them beneficial. Chriſtians are wore than Conquerors through Chriit 
that loves them. They are always in an aſcendent State 3 and believing, rejoyce with an 
unſpeakable and glorified Joy. Death it (elf is not only difarmed, but made ſubſervient to 
their everlaſting good. Briefly, Chriſtian Patience endures all things as well as Chari- 
ty, becauſe it expeds a bleſſed ifſue. It draws from preſent Miſeries the afſurance of fu- 
ture Happineſs. A Believer while he poſſefſes nothing but the Crols, ſees by Faith the 
Crown of the eternal Kingdom hanging over his Head ; and the lively Hope of it makes 


him 
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him not only patient, but thankful and joyful. This ſweetens the loſs of all temporal NAGA 
F Goods, and the preſence of all temporal Evils. St. Paxl in his Chains was intinite- - ap. L7, 
; ly more contented than Ceſar or Seneca, than all the Princes and Philoſophers in the fe 
: World. h | Foo (4)Cynicorum 
' . "> I will conclude this Argument by a ſhort Refleftion on the inimorral Mixims of ſeve- {14,7 : 
ral Sefts of Philoſophers. The Cymcks (a): aſſert thar all Natural Aﬀions may be dbfie trim inimica 
in the face of the Sun; that it 15 worthy of a Philoſopher to do thoſe things in the pre- —_ 

: ſence of all, which would make Impudence it ſelf to bluſh. A Maxim contrary to all #umeſſe poreſt 
j the Rules of Dencency, and corruptive of good Manners. For as the deſpiling of Ver: or 47 
1 tue, produces the (lighting of Reputation : $6 the contempt of Reputation: caules the ,,, Onilces, 

neglect of Vertue, Yet the Stoicks with all their Gravity, were hot far from this Ad- nec Stoica dog- 

vice. Beſides, among other unreaſonable Paradoxes, they iffertall Sins are equals that the pon ear 

killing a Bird is of the ſame guilt with the murdering a Parent? WY Principle that breaks 4artia.Juve. 

the reſtraints of Fear and Shame, and opens a paſſage to all Licen- EY 

tiouſneſs. They commended Self-murder in ſeveral caſes (b)z which bs. ink bo Dogg a 
unnatural Fury 1s culpable in many reſpeds, of rebelling againſt God, WT Aſpice Marc., Catonem, ſacro ills 

Injuſtice to others, and Cruelty to ones ſelf. Zero (c) the Foun- ? indy nay og roeoungy Sch 

der of that Se& pradtiſed his own Dodtrine. For falling to the ground, TT FO end. : 

he interpreted it to be a Summons to appear in another World, and. ſtrangled himſelf. 

Ariſtotle allows the Appetite of revenging Injuries, to be as natural as the Inclination. to 

Gratitude, judging according to the common Rule, that one contrary is the meaſure of 
| another. Nay, he condemns the patring up an Injury as degenerous and ſervile. He 

makes Indignation at the Proſperity of unworthy Men. a Vertue; and to prove it, tells 

us the Grecians attributed it to their Gods, as a Paſſion becoming the Excellency of theit 

Natures. But if we conſider, the Supreme Diſpoſer of all things may may do what he 

pleaſes with his own, that he is infinitely wiſe, and in the next World will- diſpenſe 

Eternal Recompences ; there 1s not the leaſt cauſe of Irritation for that ſeeming diſorder. 

He alſo allows Pride to be a noble Temper that proceeds from a ſublime Spirit. ( Vid. 
. lib. 4. Ethic. ) He repreſents his Hero by this among other CharaQters, that he is diſ- 

pleaſed with thoſe who mention to him the benefits he hath received, which make him 

inferiour to thoſe that gave them; as if Humility and Gratitude were Qualities contrary 

to Magnanimity. He condemns Envy as a Vice that would bring down: others to our 

meanneſs, but commends Emulation which urges to aſcend to the height of them that are 

above us. But this is no real Vertue, for it doth not excite us by the worth' of Moral 

Good, but from the vain deſire of Equality or Pre-eminence. And Plato himſelf, tho' 

{tiled Divine, yet delivers many things that are deſtrutive of Moral Honeſty. He diſ- 

ſolves the moſt ſacred band of hnman Society, ordaining in his.Common-wealth a Com- 

munity of Wives. He allows an honeſt Man to lie in ſome occaſions; whereas the Rile 

1s eternal, We muſt not do evil, that good may come thereby. In ſhort, a confidering Eye 

will diſcover many Spots, as well as Beauties, in their moſt admired Inſtitutions (@). (4) $i es #- 

They commend thoſe things as Vertues which are Vices, and leave out thoſe Vertues //<«m« -# 

which are neceſſary for the PerfeCftion of our Nature; and the Vertues they commend, friend firipſe. : 

are defeCtive in thoſe Qualities that are requiſite to make them ſincere, If Philoſophy mt, / w 

were incarnate, and had expreſt the Purity and Efficacy of all its Precepts in real pert ucyno duke 

AQtions ; yet it had abnndantly fallen ſhort of that Supernatural, Angelical Divine Ho-' 

lineſs which the Goſpel requires. 'Till the Wiſdom of God removed his Chair from 

Heaven to Earth to inſtruCt the World, not only the depravation of the lower 'Faculties, 


but the darkneſs of the humane Underſtanding hindred Men from performing their uni- 
verſal Duty, The Goſpel alone brings Light to the Mind, Peace to the Conſcience, Pus 
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rity to the AﬀeCtions, and ReCtitude to the Life, 
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Examples bave a- ſpecial Efficacy above Precepts to form us to Holineſs, The 
Example of Chriſt is mo${ proper to that end, being abſolutely perfe&, and 
accommodate to our preſent State. Some Vertues are neceſſary to our Condi- 
tion as Creatures, or to our Condition in the World, of which the Deity is 
uncapable 3 and theſe eminently appear in the Life of Chrift. They are Hu- 
mility, Obedience, and Love in ſuffering for us. His Life contains all our 

__ Duties, or Motiveq to perform them. © Jeſus Chriſt purchaſed the Spirit of 
Holineſs by bis Sufferings, and confers it ſince bis Exaltation. The ſan&i- 

fying Spirit is the Concomitant of Evangelical Mercy, the Supernatural De- 

_ Claration of the Law on Mount Sinai, . and the natural diſcowery of the Di- 
vine Goodneſs in the Works of Creation and Providence, were not accompa- 
nied with the renewing Efficacy of the Spirit. The lower Operations of the 

| Spirit were only in the Heathens. The Philoſophical Change differs from the 
Spiritual and Divine, Socrates and Seneca confidered. Onur Saviour pre. 
ſents the flrongeſt Inducements to perſwade us to be Holy. They are proper to 
work upon Fear, Hope and Love. The greatneſs of thoſe Objefis, and their 
Truth, are clearly manifeſt in the Goſpel. Ef 
"\ HE ſecond Means by which our Redeemer reſtores us to Holineſs, 1s by exhibi- 

6 © ting a compleat Patern of it in his Life upon Earth. For the diſcovery how in- 

fluential this is upon us, we muſt conſider, That of all the moſt noble Works, the prin- 

cipal Cauſe is an exact Patern in the mind of the Agent which he endeavours to imitate z 

and Examples are of the fame nature. He that deſires to excel in Painting or Sculpture, 

muſt view the moſt accompliſht Pieces of thoſe Arts. Thus in Morality, the conlidera- 
tion of Eminent Attions performed by others, is of admirable efficacy to raiſe us to Per- 


| feion. That Examples have a peculiar Power above the naked Precept, to diſpoſe us 
to the Practice of Holineſs, appears by conſidering : 


I. That they moſt clearly expreſs to us the Nature of our Duties in their Subjects and 
ſenſible Effects. General Precepts from abſtra& Idea's of Vertue, but in Examples Ver- 
tues are made viſible in all their Circumſtances. 

2, Precepts inſtru& us what things are our Duty, but Examples affures us that they 
are poſſible. They reſemble a clear Stream wherein we may not only diſcover our Spots, 
but-waſh them off. When we ſee Men like our ſelves, who are united to frail Fleſh, and to 
in the ſame condition with us, to command their Paſſions, to overcome the moſt glori- 
ous and glittering Temptations, we are incouraged in our Spiritual Warfare. | 

' 3» Examples by a ſecret and lively Incentive, urge us to imitation. The Romans 


| (&Contumacia (e) kept in their Houſes the Pictures of their Progenitors, to heighten their Spirits, and 


bw Fipu provoke them to follow the Preſidents ſet before them. We are toucht in another man- 


emplo. Nam ner by the viſtble Practice of Saints, which reproaches our defects, and obliges us to the 
babere nom poſ- {ame Care and Zeal, than by Laws though holy and good. Now the Example of Chriſt 


ſunt que doceas . 


firmitatem,niſ; 15 MOLt proper to form us to Holineſs, it being abſolutely perfect, and accommodate to 


ea prior feceris. Our preſent State. 
Nuia natura | | 


hominum pro- 

clivis in ts. 1. Tis abſolutely perfe&t. - There is no Example of a meer Man, that is to be follow- 

pre prg ""ed without limitation. Be ye followers of me, as I am of Chriſt, faith the great Apoſtle, 

nia, ſed etiam Nay, if the Excellencies of all good Men were united into one, yet we might not ſe- 

bangang 1 curely follow him in all things: for his remaining Defects might be ſo diſguiſed by the 

de ver. $:p, Vertues to which they are joyned, that we ſhould err in our imitation. But the Life of 
Chriſt was as the ptireſt Gold, without any allay of baſer Metal. His Converſation was 
a living Law. He did no Sin, neither was any Guile found in his Mouth. He was holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners : Heb. 7. 26. He united the efficacy of Ex- 
ample with the direction of Precepts; his Actions always anſwered his Words. Chri- 
{tianity, the pureſt Inſtitution in the World, is only a conformity to his Patern. The 


univerſal 


on 


22 


in Contriving Man s Redemption. | 
univerſal Command of the Goſpel, that compriſes all our Duties, is, to walk «s Chriſt SAS 
walked. | Chap. 18, 


2. His Example is moſt accommodate to our preſent State. There muſt be ſome pros 7 Ys 
portion between the Model, and Copy that is to be drawn by it. Now the Divine Na- 
cure is the Supreme Rule of Moral Perfe&tions. We are commanded to be Holy, 4s: God 
is Holy. But ſuch is the obſcurity of our Minds, and the weakneſs of our Natures; that 
the Patern was too high and glorious to beexpreſt by us. We had not Strength to aſs 
cend to Him, but he had Goodneſs to deſcend to us: And in this preſent {tate to ſet be- 
fore us a Patern more fitted to our Capacity. Although Light is the proper Obje& of 
Sight, yet the radiancy and immenſe Light of the Sun in the Meridian 1s inviſible to our 
ſight; we more eaſily diſcover the refle&ion of it in ſome opacous Body : So the Divine 
Attributes are ſweetned in the Son of God incarnate, and being united with the Graces 
proper for the Humane Nature, are more perceptible to our Minds, and more imitable 
by us. This was one great defign of his coming into the World, to ſet before us in 
doing, and ſuffering, not a meer SpeCtacle for our wonder, but a Copy to be tranſcribed 
in our Hearts and Lives. He therefore choſe ſuch a tenour of Life as every one; might 
imitate. His Supreme Vertue expreſt it ſelf in ſuch a temperate courſe of Actions, that 
as Abimelech (aid to his Followers, ( Fudg. 9. 48.) Look on me, and do likewiſe : So our 
true Abimelech, our Father and Sovereign, calls upon us to imitate him. The firſt efte&t 
of Predeſtination 1s to conform us to the Image of the Son, who was for this end made the 

firſt born among many Brethren. He aſſumed the Humane Nature, that we might partake 
of the Divine, not only by his Merit, but Example. TE» Him 
This will appear more fully by conſidering, There are ſome Vertues neceſiary to our 
condition as Creatures, or with reſpect to our ſtate of Trial here below, which the Deity 
1s not capable of ; and thoſe moſt eminently appear in the Life .of Chriſt. I will in- 
ſtance in three, which are the Elements of Chriſtian Perfeftion. His Humility in deſpi- 
ling all the Honour of the World, His Obedience in Sacrificing his Will intirely to 
God's, and his Charity in procuring the Salvation of Men by his Sufferings : and in all 
theſe He denied to his Humane Nature the priviledge due to it by its union with the E- 
ternal Word. | | 


-— 


1. Humility in ſtrineſs hath no place in God : He requires the Tribute of Glory 
from all his Creatures. . And the Son of God had a right to Divine Honour upon his 
firſt Appearance here below. Yet he was bora in a Stable, and made ſubject to our com- 
mon ImperfeCtions. . Although he was ordained to convert- the World by his Doctrine 
and Miracles, yet tor the tenth part of his time he lived . concealed and filent, being ſub- 
zeCt to his Mother and reputed Father, (Mark 6. 3.) in the ſervile Work of -a Carpen- 
ter. And after his ſolemn inveſtiture into his Office by a. Voice from Heaven, yet he 
was deſpiſed and contemned. He refuſed to be a King, . and ſtoop'd: ſo low as to waſb 
bis Diſciples feet, John 13. All this he did to inſtra& us to be week and lowly, (Mat. 
II. 29. ) to corre our Pride, the moſt intimate and radicated Corruption of Nature. 
For as thoſe Diſeaſes are moſt incurable, which draw nouriſhment from that food which 

' 15 taken for the ſupport of Life; ſo Pride that turns vertuous Altions which are the mat- 
ter of praiſe into its Nouriſhment, is moſt difficultly overcome. - -But - the Example of 
the Son of God, in whom there is an union of all Divine and Humane Perfections, de- 
"_ himſelf to the form of a Servant, is ſufficient, if duly conſidered, to make us walk 

umbly. 

2. Obedience is a Vertue that becomes an Inferiour, either a Servant, or Subje&t, who 
are juſtly under the power of others, and muſt be complying with their Will : So that 
tis very diſtant from God, who hath none ſuperiour to him in Dominion or Wiſdom, 
but his Will is the Rule of Goodneſs to his own and others Actions. Now the Son of 
God became Man, and was univerſally obedient to the Law of his Father. And his Obe- 


dience had all the ingredients that might commend it to our imitation. The valae of 
Obedience ariſes upon three accounts : | 


I. The Dignity of the Perſon that obeys: it is more meritorious in an honourable 

vhan in a mean Perſon. F363 I: 
2. From the difficulty of the Command ; it being no great Viftory over the Appetite 
_ OODIng ubi deligitur quod debetur, where the inſtance is agreeable to our At- 

ettions. INES 

3- From the entireneſs of the Will in obeying. For to perform a commanded AQi- 
on againſt our conſent, is only to be ſubje&t in the meaner part of Man, the Body, and 
to reſiſt in the ſuperiour which is the Mind. Now in all theſe reſpects the Obedience oe 
| Chriſt 


. 
> 


gm —_ 
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PRA Chriſt was pertet. In the Dignity of the Perſon obeying, it exceeded the Obedience 
Chap. 18. of all the Angels, as much as the Divine Perſon exceeded all created. The difhculty of 
WY V the Command is greater than ever was put up on Servant or Subject : He was obedient to 


. the Death of the Croſs, that is, Death with diſhonour and torment, the Evils that are 


moſt contrary to the Humane Nature and Appetite. And the compleatneſs of his Will in 
obeying, .is moſt evident. For if Chriſt had deſired deliverance from his Perſecutors, 
he had certainly obtained it. He tells his Diſciples, that upon his Requelt his Father 
would ſend twelve Legions of Angels for his reicue. But he reſigned the whole Power 
of his Will to his Father's ; Not my Will, but thy Will be done, was his Voice at his pri- 
vate Paſſion in the Garden. He ſubmitted the act and exerciſe of his Will ; Not what I 
will, but what thou wilt, he ſaith in another Evangeliſt. He yielded not only the Faculty, 
and Exerciſe of his Will to do what God enjoyned, but in that manner which was plea- 


fing to him z Not as I will, but as thou wilt, he expreſſes in the words of a third. Now 


what is there in Heaven or Earth that can move our Wills to entire Obedience, it this 
marvelous Patern doth not affe&t us? Let the ſame Mind be in you that was in Chriit, faith 
the Apoſtle. How glorious is it to do what he did, and what a reproach to decline 
what he ſuffered, who had the Holineſs of God to give excellency to the Action, and the 
Infirmity of Man to endure the ſharpneſs of the Paſhon ! | 
3. Love to Mankind is expreſs'd by our Saviour in a peculiar manner. For although 
God is infinitely good to us, yet he doth not prefer the Happineſs of Man before his own 
Bleſſedneſs, The Salvation of the whole World were not to be purchaſed with the leaſt 
diminution of the Divine Felicity. But the Son of God ſuffered the extremeſt Evi], to 
- procure the moſt {overeign Good for us, who were in Rebellion againſt his Laws and 
Empire. Briefly, The Life of Chriſt contains all our Duties towards God and Man ex- 
preſt in the moſt perfe&t manner, or Motives to perform them. We may clearly fee in 
his deportment, innocent Wiſdom, prudent Simplicity, compaſſionate Zeal, perfeCt Pa- 
tience, the courage of Faith, the joy of Hope, the tenderneſs and care of Love, incom- 
parable Meekneſs, Modeſty, Humility and Purity. He ſpent the Night in Communion 
with God, and the Day in Charity to Men. He perfe&ly hated Sin, and equally loved 
Souls. The neareſt and readieſt way to PerfeCtion, is a ſerious regard to his Precedent : 
For the Cauſes of all Sin are either the deſire of what he deſpiſed, or the fear of what he 
ſuffered. He voluntarily deprived himſelf of Riches, Honours, Pleaſures, to render 
them contemptible, and endured outrages of all ſorts, the contradifion of Sinners, and 
the ſharpeſt Sufferings to make them tolerable. He aſcended Mount Calvary to his Croſs, 
before he aſcended from Mount Ol;vet to his Throne : He was naked before he was cloathed 
Cf) Cum on- with a robe of Light, and Crowned with Thorns before with Glory (f). And thus he 
fas vr Ii powerfully teaches us to follow his ſteps who ſuffered for us. If a Phyſician of great e- 
| ſpecimen prebu- ſteem, in a Diſeaſe takes a bitter Potion, it would perſwade thoſe who are in the ſame 
OD Gn to uſe the ſame Remedy. Since the Son of God to purchaſe our Happineſs, de- 
tiam, mortif- nied himſelf the enjoyment of worldly Delights, and endured the worſt of temporal E- 
gue cntmb- vils, nothing can be more effettual to convince us, that the Pleaſures of the World are not 
wa” & Conſiderable as to our laſt End, and that preſent AfMlictions are ſo far from being inconſi- 
con/ummata ſtent with our ſupreme Blefſedneſs, that they prepare us for it. 
TRE In ſhort, His excellent Example not only enlightens our Minds to diſcover our Duty, 
venit inmanus but inables and excites to perform it. As the Eye in beholding viſible Objefts receives 
jus apr yg their Image, ſo by contemplating the Graces that are conſpicuous in our Redeemer, we 
potuiſſet ſcien- derive a /militude from them. We all, faith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 3. 18. with open face 
et _ ,., beholding as in a Glaſs the Glory of the Lord, that is, by viewing in the Goſpel the Life 
% repellere e Of Chriſt which was glorious in Holineſs, We are changed into the ſame Image from Glo- 
pry rpc 7 to Glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord : that is, gradually faſhioned in Grace accor- 
Fit. Tert, ing to his likeneſs, T 
de carn.Chrit, And what can more powerfully move and perſwade us to Holineſs, than to conſider 
the Preſident that Chriſt hath ſet before us ? For how honourable is it to be like the Son 
of God, by Conformity to Chriſt we partake of the Divine Perfeftions. The King of 
Heaven will acknowledge us for his Children ; when we bear the reſemblance of our el- 
der Brother. Belides the motive of Honour, Love doth ſtrongly incline to follow Ho- 
lineſs in imitation of our Redeemer. This is one difference between Knowledge and 
Love, the Underſtanding draws the objeCt to it ſelf, and transforms it into its own like- 
neſs; thus material Objects have an immaterial exiſtence in the mind when it contem- 
plates them : But Love goes forth to the Objett loved; the Soul is more where it loves 
than where it lives ; that is, there is more of its inte}lectual Preſence, its Thoughts and 
Deſires, and it always affeCts a reſemblance to it. Thus Love humbled God, and made 
him like to us in Nature ; and Love exalts Man, by making him like to God in Holi- 


nels; 


pf 
x 
[2d 
7 
þ 


na reg 


4 } 2 PI bf A x = T 
von ſ— 4 
— , —— . _ 
o a» rae * 


” - 
TR IE. TIEY —_ I 2.44 


mn Contriviog Adan s Redemption... | - 223 


my 


EE A Ee LE IT 


neſs ; for it excites us to imitate and expreſs in our. Ations the Yertzes of biz who bath NAS? 
called us to his Kingdom and Glory.” , re OS 0 3}, p43" ap. kB; 
3. In order to the reſtoring ot Holineſs to lapſed: Man, the: Lord Chriſt. purchasd "2 7» 
and conveys the Spirit to them. A ſtate of Sin includes a total. privation of Holinels,. 
and an active contrariety againſt it. The Sinner is dead as-to the Fpiritual Life, and-as 
unable to revive himſelf, as a Carcaſe is to break the Gates of Death and return to the 
Light of the Word : But he lives to; the Serſugl Life, and expreſſes a conſtant oppo- 
| ſition to the-Law of God. He is without ſtrength-as to his Duty, not able to conceive 
} one holy Thought, or to excite a ſincere and argent Deſire towards Divine Things:; but 
hath ſtrong Inclinations of Will, and great Power for that which is :Evil. Now to. re- 
ſtore Life to the dead Soul, and to conquer the living Enmity that is in it againſt Holt- 
neſs, no leſs than the Divine Power was requiſite. And the effefting this is peculiarly 
attributed to the Spirit. Our Saviour tells Nicodemns, John 3. 5. Except a Man be'borrt 
of Water, and of the Holy Ghoſt, he cannot: ſee the Kingdoni of God. And the | Apoſtle 
ſaith, Tit. 3. 5. That according to bis! Mercy he ſaves ws, by the waſbing of Regeneration; 
aud by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſs, As in the Creation, where all the Perſons con- 
curred, 'twas the motion of the Spirit that conveyed'the Life of Nature; ſo in the Re- 
novation of the World, where they all co-operate, 'tis the powerful working of the 
Spirit that produces the Life of Grace. He viſits us in the Grave, and inſpires the 
| Breath and Flame of Heaven to animate and warm our dead Hearts: 'Twas requiſite 
| not only that the Word ſhould take Fleſh, but that Fleſh ſhould receive the Spirit to 
quicken and enable it to perform the Ads of the Divine Life. *Tis for this reafon the 
third Perſon 1s frequently ſtiled in Scripture the Holy Spirit. That Title hath not /an 
immediate reſpect to his Nature, but to the Operations which are afligned to him, in 
the admirable Oecoomy of our Redemption, *Tis not upon the account of his effential 
and eternal Purity, which is common to all the Perſons, but in regard of his Office, to 
infuſe Holineſs into the deprav'd Soul, and renew the Divine Image, that he is ſo call- 
ed. Now Jeſus Chriſt purchaſed the Spirit by his Humiliation and Sufferings, -and con- 
veys Him to us in his Exaltation and Glory. PP 1 


x. He purchaſed the Spirit by his Sufferings. For ſince Man fell from his Original | 
Innocence, he is juſtly deprived of ſpecial Grace, that is necefſary to heal and recover 
| him. And till by a perfect Sacrifice Divine Juſtice was appeaſed, ( that had ſhut the 
| Treaſure of Heaven) and the Forfeiture taken off, he could not. obtain the Eternal 

Riches. God muſt be reconciled before he will beſtow the Holy Spirit; a Gift ſo great 
and ſo precious, the earneſt of his peculiar Love and ſpecial Favonr to us. Therefore | 
our Saviour tells his Diſciples, Johr 16. 7. who were extreamly afflicted for his depar- 
ture from them, That it was expedient he ſhould go away, for otherwiſe the Spirit would not 
come ; whoſe Oftice was to convince and convert the World. The departure' of Chriſt 
] implied his Death and Aſcenſion, both which were requiſite in order to the ſending of 
him. If the Blood of Chriſt had not been ſhed on the Croſs, the Spirit had not been 
poured forth from Heaven. The Effuſion of the one, was the cauſe of the Effulion of 
the other. The Rock that refreſhed the [/raclites in the Deſert, did not pour forth its 
Miraculous Waters, till it was ſtruck by the Rod of Moſes; to inſtruft us, that Chriſt 
our Spiritxal Rock mult be ſtruck with the Curſe of the Law, the myſtical Rod of Mo- 
ſes, to communicate the Waters of Life to us, that is, the Sparit, ws 1s repreſented in 
Scripture under that Element. : 

2, Our Redeemer confers the Spirit after his glorious Exaltation : Whey he aſcended or 
high, he led Captivity captive, and gave Gifts unto Men, Epheſ. 4. 8. After his Triumph 
over Principalities and Powers, He diſpens'd his Bounty in this rich Donative. For the 
Holy Spirit was firſt given to Chriſt, as the Reward of his excellent Obedience in dy- 
1ng, that was infinitely pleaſing to God, to be communicated from him to Men. And 
he received the Spirit in the quality of Mediator upon his entrance into Heaven. The 
Pſalrift declares this Prophetically, Pſal. 68. 18. Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt 
led Captivity captive, thou haſt received Gifts for Men, yea for the rebellious alſo, that the 

| Lord God might dwell among them. He acquired a right to thoſe Treaſures by dying, but 
he takes poſſeſſion of them after his Aſcenſion. Now he is Crowned, he holds forth 
the Scepter of his Royalty. Therefore 'tis ſaid, that when Chriſt was upon the Earth, 
the Holy Spirit was not given, becauſe Jeſus was not glorified. If it be objected, that Be- 
lievers before the Aſcenſion of Chriſt were partakers of the Spirit. The Anſwer is clear 


' 1. It was upon Chriſt's interpoſing in the beginning as- Mediator, and with reſpect to 
5 his future Death and Aſcenſion, that the Spirit was given to them. I 
2. The 
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Chap. 18. 


OY 


(s) Qualem illum fuiſſe ferunt, qui de- Roſes (g), and in the dreſs of a Harizt rather than of a Man, co- 
libutus unguentis, redimitus floribus, ſub- 


nixus meretricibus, antelucano potu ebrius, 
oo diurno Cereorum comitatus es ph;. Of Temperance, as by a Charm, .was ſo perfectly changed, that ca- 
loſophi auditorium diſputantis ingreſſus et, {ting away the Garland from his Head, and the Jaſcivious ornaments 
quo audito ut aiunt, coronas ſenfuntdetrax- ? 


erit, unguenta deterſerit, {cortis valedix- At Were about him, and which was more conhiderable, his vicious 
erit, Philoſophus poſtea tantus evaſerit, us Habits from his Soul, he that entered in a Reveller, came forth a 
eſſet ſobrietatis exemplum, qui fuerat an- | 


2 ebrietatis ludibriem, Sfeck de Elia, © Blloſopher, fo correfted and compoſed in his manners, that he 


& ]ejun. 


(h) Allis pec- 
catis alia pec- 


cata VIncuntur. 
C #teras cupidi- 


tates hujus 


(nempe glories) tile 


ingent! cupid!- 


tate preſſe- 
runt, Aug. 


Lib, 5. de civ. 


De!, 


* 


the principal Demonſtrations which he uſed to perſwade Men of theſe things, are the 


No Spiritual ſtrength as delivered by the Hands of Moſes, conſidering him preciſely in 


- that ſometimes revive thoſe that are in a Swoor by the Falling-Sickneſs, but never heal 


lower degrees of Sin, but not from Sin to Holineſs. And althou 


2. The degrees of communicating the Spirit before and after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt 
are very different : whether we conſider the Gifts of the Spirit, (2 Cor. 1.) thoſe ex- 
traordinary Abilities with which the Apoſtles were ended ; Or the Fruits of the Spirit, 
(Gal. 5. 22.) the SanCtifying Graces that are beſtowed on Believers, the meaſure of 
them far-exceeds whatever was conveyed before. - The Spirit deſcended as in a dew up- | 
on the Jewiſh Nation; but 'tis now poured forth in ſhowers #por 4l/ Fleſh. Now in the 
ſtile'of Scripture, things are ſaid-to be, when apparently and eminently they diſcover 
their being : So that comparatively to the Power and Virtue of the Spirit diſcovered in 
the Church firice the Glorification of Chriſt, he was not given before. All the former 
Manifeſtations are obſcured by the exceſs and. excellency of the later. And not only the 
Decree of God, which is ſufficient to conneCt thoſe things that have no natural depen- 
dance, but there are ſpecial Reaſons for the Order of this Diſpenſation : for the great 
End of the Spirits coming, was to reveal tully ro the World the way of Salvation; to 
diſcover the unſearchable Riches of Grace; to afſure Men of Happineſs after this Life, 
that they might be reduced from a ſtate of Rebellion to Obedience, and their Aﬀections 
be refined and purified from all Earthlineſs, and made Angelical and Heavenly. - Now 


Death and Reſurre&ion of Chriſt, without which theſe Myſteries had been under a Cloud. 
That the Inſtruction therefore of the Spirit might be clear and effeCtual, it was neceſſary 
Chriſt ſhould ſuffer and enter into Heaven, and accompliſh thoſe things he was to 
teach. rt ; | 4 | 

And from hence we may obſetve that the SanCtifying grace of the Spirit 1s the 1nſepa- 
rable concomitant of the Evangelical Mercy. The Goſpel and the Spirit are the Wings 
by which the Sur of Righteouſneſs brings healing and Life to the World. The ſupernatural 
declaration of Juſtice in the Law from Mount Sinai was not accompanied with the eftica-= _ 
cy of Grace : Therefore 'tis called the miniſtration of Death, 2 Cor. 3. 7. It conveyed 


the quality of the legal Mediator, but threatned a Curſe to the breakers of it. All the _ 
Promiſes of Mercy ſcattered in the Books of Moſes belong to the Covenant of Grace. 
The Goſpel is called the Law of the Spirit of Life, and the Miniſtration of the Spirit ;, that 
is, the Spirit of Holineſs and Comfort from whom true and Eternal Life proceeds, is 
ſolely communicated by it. The natural diſcovery of the Divine Goodneſs in the Works 
of Creation and Providence, is without the renewing Power of the Spirit. There is a 
correſpondence between the external Revelation of Mercy, and the internal Grace of the 
Spirit in their Original : as the one is ſupernatural, ſo is the other. Not but that the 
Heathens had ſome fainter Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, for he irlightens every Mare 
that comes intd the World, and ſome lower Operations of the Spirit, whereby they were 
reduced from Intemperance, Incontinency and other groſs Vices, to the practice of {e- 
veral Vertues that reſpect the Civil Life. And of this we have an eminent inſtance re- = 
corded by Diogenes Laertinus ; that Polemo half-drunk, crown'd with 


S 


ming into the School of the ſevere Zerocrates, hearing himdiſcourſe 


was called the Dorick Tone, which of all others was the moſt ſo- 

: lemn and majeſtical in the Muſick of thoſe times. Now this Altera- 
tion was wrought by the force of natural Reaſon, which prevailed on him to renounce 
thoſe ſenſual and baſe Luſts, that were inconſiſtent with the Honour and peace of a 
Man in this preſent Life. But ſtill he was exceedingly diſtant from the Puricgpgf a true 
Saint, who partakes of the Divine Nature, and is inclined in all his Motions to God. 
All the Precepts of Morality, to uſe the Similitude of Plutarch, are like ſtrong Perfumes 


them : So they may recover thoſe that are debauch'd from the outward Praftice of thoſe 
ignoble Vices which violate natural Conſcience, but they cannot rectify and cure the cor- 
rupt Nature. The higheſt Philoſophical Change was only from thoſe Vices which were 
ſcandalous in the view of Men ; but confiſted with thoſe which were, though more ſab- 

, Yet not leſs ſinfal, and diſcernible by the pure Eye of God. Twas from one kind 
of Sin to another, from ſenſual to ſpiritual, Satan caſt out Satan (h); or from higher to 


gh the ſame good | 
Works, as to the external ſubſtance, were performed by the Heathens as by Chriſtians, yet | 


they 


Rs ib. 


| in Contrroing Man's Redemption. \ \ 225, 

they vaſtly differ in their Principle and End. A Brute performs all the As of Senſe SAD> 

that a Man doth, but 'tis merely from the ſex/tive Soul, that is of a lower order than that Chap. 18. 

which animates a Man. 'So in the Heathez 'twas only, the humane Spirit excited by Secu- 

lar and Private Intereſts, Selt-love, ſervile Fear, that. performed Moral! Adtions. But 

the Holy Spirit ( who infuſes Grace, that is as it were,a ſecond Soul, to elevate. that 

which before quickened the Body) is the true Principle of . Chriſtian Vertues. This 

ſanEtitying Spirit, who transform us into the Divine Nature; and makes an entire and” 

 thorow Change in the Heart and Converſation, they did not receive in the way of Na- 

ture. Of this we have a convincing proof in the Example of the beſt Maſters of Mora- 

lity, who by their Diſcourſes or Writings, rais'd it to the point of ” 

its Pertection. Socrates the Father of Philoſophy (i), to whom this * () Ka#* & Sanotine wind me m8 intros 
Honour is aſcribed among the Grecians, thar he firſt made Wiſdom. 3 fre vutar Sp s Bio 
deſcend from Heaven to Earth, becauſe he left the ſtudy of 4ſtro- ag 
nomy (k), in which the Philoſophers before him were moſt conver- ;, (8) Nec nove inferens Dzmonia, ſeat we- 
fant, and applied himſelf to that which was uſeful for the Govern- {ed om bon? pubiria (tafibmetc, Tertul, 
ment of Life, and Reformation of Manners: He that is propound- # An. Chriftianam ſapientiam Socratice | 
ed by the Gentiles as an unparallel'd Pattern, as one that diſcove- andy ets wry yan gap 

red to what degree of Excellency Vertue might raiſe the humane Vid, Xenophon. Memorah. 1. 4. 

Spirit, yet was guilty of great [m2morality and Impiety. Thoſe who 

pretend to have known the retirements of his Life, accuſed him of impure Commerce 

with Alcibiades (1). He betrayed the Chaſtity of his Wife, by giving her to his Friend. ds 

Plato and Xenophon, his Admirers, declares his compliance with the common Idolatry, er. = 

which is juſtly aggravated by St. Auſtin, being againſt the Convictions of his Conſci- Plat. Cymiv. 

ence. For although in private Diſcourſe with his Friends he acknowledged but oze God, 

and conſidered the Suz and Mooxz only as the Works and Inſtruments of the Divine 

Power, and in the rank of other Creatures; yet in his Apology before his Judges to pre- 

vent the fatal Sentence, he charged his Enemies to be guilty of impudent Falſehood, 

who accuſed him that he did not believe the Gods, fince he believed, as all other Men, 

that the Suz and Moor were Gods. And during the time of his Impriſonment, he ne- 

ver addreſſed one Prayer to God for the Pardon of his Sins ; for he had ſo high an opi- 

nion of his own Vertues, that he was inſen(ible of his Vices. And dying, he commanded 

a Cock to be offered to ſculapens, that is, to the Devil, under the 

diſguiſe of that famous Phyſician F. To Socrates I ſhall add Sexeca > (+) Our 3u#' im wixer wirri dv 3 30pm 

Never any, excepting the Sacred Writers, and thoſe who are in- 39, ane mona of pn 

{trufted by them, hath writ more excellently. He deſcribes Vertue wp. 2. ; 

as if the living Original were 1n his Breaſt ; but how dull a Copy was drawn in hjs Life | 

There is as great a difference between the expreſſion of it by his Pen YT 

and by his Attions, as between the lively Pifure of a Face by a rare _ (m) p<ris wn Hanrionrs be Fei ctocs ma 

Pencil (»-), and the rude draught of it with a Coal. What a vil- © | 

| lainous part did he act in exciting Nero to murder his Mother * z * Vid. Xiphil. in Via Neronis. 

Ky: and after in writing an Apology fot it, employing thg colours of his 

| Rhetorick, to cover one of the fouleſt viots which hath appeared in the Succeſſion of all 

pL Ages? His Philoſophy was not a powerful Antidote againſt the Contagion of the Court. 

( Vid. Tacit. lib. 15. ) What juſt excuſe can there be of his Cruelty to his Wife, in cut- 

ting her Veins that ſhe might die with him z from a vain glorious deſire to eternize:their 

Reputation? And whereas among the whole Chorus of Vertues (n), he in Mpecial man- (0) PunSum 

ner exalts Magnanimity 1n the contempt of earthly things, and determines that the ne- ? EE 

ceſlities of Nature are the juſt meaſures of Riches and Delights, and all other things bellatic. in fu 

- which the irregular Appetites of Men purſue ; ſo that one would think him an Angel !*"« </poni- 
in Fleſh, converſing below to inſtru the World how to be happy : yet the Hiſtorians g2 oy om iy 

_ of thoſe times tax him for inſatiable Avarice, that in a little time by unworthy Arts he 4 poſe 
raked up an incredible Sum of Mony. Suppoſing it a Calumny that he forged many Wills {nm 
to ſeize upon the Eſtates belonging to others, what excuſe can there be for his exceſſive Sencc. Lis. x. 
Uſury, his forcing the Britains to borrow a Million of Sefterces, and- calling for it in, ** *<#- 

ſo much to their prejudice, as was.likely to have cauſed their Rebellion? What for his 
ſumptuous Palaces, and Gardens of Pleaſure, exceeding the Luxury of Nero, And all * 
theſe poſſeſt by a Man who had no Son to inherit, a Philoſoper, a Stoick, the great 

| Commender of blefſed Poverty. All the Apology he makes, is, that a wiſe Man, that is 

himſelf, Nor amat Divitias ſed mauult, non in animum illas ſed in domum inducit, non 

reſpicit poſſeſſas ſed continet. Agreeing with Ariſtrippus a Philoſophizing Arimal, who 

being reproved for his intanglement in bratiſþ Love with a famous Harlot, replied, I 

poſſeſs ber, not ſhe me. The only difference is in the matter of their Aﬀections, the one 

was Riches, the other Pleaſure. By theſe Inſtances we may judge of the reſt of the Phz- 
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> Althou h a Vein of Gold appear in their Writings, yet their Lives were 

en Drofs The beſt of them are charged to have practiſed Vice with thoſe, to 
whom they commended the Precepts of Vertue. The fouleſt Actions were approved by 
ſome, and the moſt excelleht condemned by others that pretended 


(0) Vid. Philonis judicim de Platoni- to Philoſophical Perfection (0). Unnatural Luſt was allowed as 


co convivio, in Lib. de Vita ContenÞe 5 x: fferent by Zeno and Chryſippus (p): And the nobleſt Love in 
fore pulſes rad que bene giving Life it ſelf for the Glory of God: in Martyrdow, is cenſured 
dellpatont. _ I RY blefentem Dy EpiGetus and Antoninus, as the effe&t of fooliſh and incurable Me- 
ts gs Arbor enem ? Cicer. lancholy in Chriſtians, who were diſguſted with the World, and de- 

(p) Venerem nefandam & quoſvi» Ince- .ygted themſelves to Death. The Spirit of Holineſs who forms the 
bo cbr on 1 ext powerful and laſting Habits of true Vertue in the Soul, that effe&tu- 


Empiricus nos docet ex Zenone (F Chry- ally enclines from the Love of God, and with an intention for his 


ſ1ppo. 


Glory, to obey his Will ; as it was purchaſed by Jeſus Chriſt, ſo 
is peculiar to the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel that reveals Him.. The Do@rine of it is not 
delivered with ſo much Pomp, but with infinite more efficacy thamthe moſt eloquent In- 
ſtructions of Philoſophers. One plain Sermor that repreſents Chriſt as Crucifed before 
our Eyes to obtain Pardon of Sin for us, inflames the Soul with a gnore ardent Love to 
God and vehement hatred of Sin, than all their elegant and ſublime Diſcourſes. There is 
the ſame difference between their Morals and the Evangelical Inſtitution, as between two 
Nurſes: The one is adorned, and looks lovely to the Eye, but wants Milk to nouriſh 
the Infant in her Arms ; the other is not ſo amiable in appearance, but hath a living 
Spring of Milk to nouriſh her Child. Philoſophy hath the advantage of artificial Beauty, 
but cannot ſupply the nouriſhment that is neceflary to maintain the ſpiritual Life. But 
the Goſpel affords the ſincere rational Milk to the Soul, that it may grow thereby. Tis , 
therefore called the Word of Life, a Title that diſtinguiſhes it from the Law, and all þy- 
mane Inſtitutions. ' 

4. Jeſus Chriſt hath preſented the ſtrongeſt inducements and motiyes to perſwade us 
to Holineſs. The way which he takes to ſave us, is not by a meer Act of Power to raiſe 
ns above our ſelves ; but he deals with us conveniently to our frame, in making uſe of 
our AfﬀeCtions to bring us to himſelf. And whereas there are three AﬀecCtions that have a 
mighty Power over the reaſonable, and are the inward Springs of humane Actions, viz. 
Fear, Hope, and Love ; He hath propounded ſuch Objetts to them which being duly 
confided. are infinitely more efficacious than any thing that may divert us from our 
Duty. The great Temptations to Sin are from the Terrors or Delights of Senſe, and to 
overcome thele, he hath brought to our aſliſtance the Powers of the World to come : That is, 
hath revealed the dreadful Preparations for the Puniſhment of the Wicked, and the Glo- 


rious Rewards that attend the Godly in their future State. 


* Rev.20. 14. 
Murtui vite, 
& morti ſine 
fine vidtuyi, 
Aug. 


Now to diſcover the efficacy of thoſe Objects for the perſwading Men to be Holy, 1 
will conſider, 1. Their Greatneſs, as 'tis deſcribed in the Goſpel. 2. Their Truth and 
Reality, of which our Saviour hath given us convincing evidence and aſſurance. 


1. Toexcite our Fear, he threatens Torments extreme and eternal. Theſe are ſet forth 
by ſuch repreſentations, as may impreſs the quickeſt ſenſe of them upon Man. | For the 
Imagination depends on ſenſible experience, and is ſtrongly affected with thoſe things 
that are terrible to our outward Faculties. Now Hell is deſcribed by a Worm ( Mar. g. 
44. ) gnawing the moſt tender Parts, that are moſt capable of pain ; to ſignifie the furi- 
ous Reflections of the guilty Soul, the ſting of the enraged Conſcience, the Torment of 
thoſe perfect Paſſions that continually vex the Damned. And 'tis ſet forth by Fire and 
BrimStone, that is moſt fierce to ſenſe ; the ſerious conſideration of which is enough to 
cauſe TerroP#nd Amazement in all that are liable to it. And if the ſole apprehenſion be 
intolerable, how much more will the dweling with devouring Fire, and everlaſting Burn- 
ing £ Tis called the blackneſs of Darkneſs, to fignify the compleat horror of that State. 
The Fire hath only force to burn, not to give any Light to mitigate the obſcurity. *'Tis 
called the ſecona Death *, in compariſon of which that of the Body is but the Shadow of 
Death. Nothing of Life remains but the ſenſe of Miſery, and that will be as ſtrong for 
ever as at the firſt entrance into it. This infinitely increaſes the Torment, that it ſhall 
never end. The ſuffering Soul knows it ſhall be Eternal, -and as ſuch it is felt and af- 
flicts. The Fire that devours, ſhall never ſay 'tis enough ; that ſad Night ſhall never 
have a Morning ; that horrible Tempeſt never any Calm. The Damned have no breathing 
of Reſt in their extreme Pains, no ſhadow of Hope to refreſh them in their intollerable 
Heat, but are und?r torment day and night, for ever and ever, Rev. 20. 10. Now what 
can be be more powerful to reſtrain men from Sin than the Terrors of the Lord ? If the 
delires of carnal and momentary Pleaſures are impetuous and urgent, what can be more effe- 
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uſually the Fear of Eyit more deeply affedts than the 


ys 
. YL 27. 
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ands | 


fear him which nr he hath killed, þ 
hin. Eternal Damnation is infinitely n 
of Moſes devoured the Rods of the Magicians 3 ſo; fl 
of Death, and alf the'Torments which end with. thus Le... . ... i411 t 4; 2 
I ſhall add farther, to'fhew how fit an Ar; Parent ls 1s. to. work on: Mankind 5) That 
natiory is' violently ſtruck with an ObJQ, 'ie hath a mig bes Lees to; turn i Nd an gr 
Will it ef,” Therefore Laws ate ſecured by Puniſhments; not by. Bewards.: Tidetd the 
Fear of Helf at firſt diſpoſes us for the Loye of Heaven To eſcape the-ane;) we. fly. to. the 
other. As the virtue of the Foadſtone is increa(t by. arming it. with: lron, :which'dltho' 
ir hath no attraftive Powet in it ſelf, yet by conjunQion,it makes.the; others; nione. forci« 
ble: So the Promiſe of Heaven make a ſtronger impreſſion:upon us by the threatning; of 
Nell to all that deſpiſe it. . Were it not forthe Torments of Hell,. {which are more cality 
conceived by us whilſt we are cloathed with, Fleh, than, Celeſtial Joys, and therefore 
more ſtrongly affeQ'iis) Heaven would be neglefted, and beas empty of Saints as tis foll: 
of Glory. To awaken us out of the deep Lethargy of: ſenival-Luts, the: moſt. pleaſant 
Mafick is ineffe&tual,” nothing leſs'is requiſite than cutting and ſcarifying.. .. +-/ i © 
And not only thoſe that begin and'ficſt enter in the ways of Godlineſs, but. thoſe who 
are advanc'd m Chriſtianity have need of this Bridle. :: For there are ſome Temptations 
wherein the Fleſh aſſaults the Spirit with: that violence, chat. Love itſelf isobligedtocalt 
In Fear to its aſſiſtance,” as, being more proper to repreſs 1ts:inordinate motions. . 'Tis on» 
Iy m-Heaven that perfe& Love will conſume all coneupiſcence, and caſt out fearaf Jadg- 
ment : but whilſt we are encompaſt with Temptations, we muſt not think .under_ the: 
pretext of a more raiſed Spirituality, that the fear of Hell is:either ;unbecaming;; of un- 


neceflary.  *Tis not unworthy a Child of God to imploy all the Motives of 'the.: Goſpel. 
We are commandet.to work out our own. Salvation with fear and trembling, Phil-2.i x2/.; 
But the opening of Hell to our' view is not ſufficient alone to make us Holy... ..For' the: 
frrongeſt Terrors, atthoygh they reſtrain from the outward forbidden ia&, yet. do.pot 
qui pene timore non-peccat 5, quia. etfi nou Tmpletur foris negatium male capiditatis, ipſa tamer. 
cupiditas intus eſt hoſtis ; that is, The fear of Puniſhment can never;make.us truly-vitorious 
over Sin, becauſe altho' we do not aQually accompliſh the Defiresof: the corrupt Will,: yet 
the corrupt Will is ftill'an Ezemy that lives within, and is only deſtroyed by the ILove-of 
Holineſs, which allures us by the excellent Reward: that is promiſed. t9-it:. | Befdes, Fear 
is a violent Paſſion to which Nature is repognant, ſo that altho' its Power. is great, yet 
not conſtant. How ſtrong ſoever the force is by which a Stone is thrown upwards, yet-the- 
Impreſſion'is weakned by degrees,and overcome by the natural weight of th= Stone where- 
by it falls to the Center. So the humane Nature reſiſts Fear, and lefſens its Impetuouſneſs 
ſo far, that frequemtly it returns to ſenſual Luſts. Therefore that the Law of the Spirit 
may be perfe& and ſtable, it muſt be confirmed by the Hopes of Heaven. As the Natural, 
ſo the Spiritual Life maſt be nouriſh'd by grateful Food, *tis not preſerved with! Aloes-or 
Wormwood. For this reaſon our Saviour, AF $orba.s 
\ 2. To encourage and raiſe our Hopes, offers to us a Reward infinitely valuable :-for 
as God is Infmite, ſuch is the Happineſs he beſtows on his Favourites... 'Tis. deſcribed to: 
us in Scripture under the moſt enamouring repreſentations ; as a State of Peace and Love, 
of Joy and Glory. : ET OneE the 
The Prince of Peace reigns in the Holy Feruſalem that is above, and preſerves an everlaſt-- 
ing Serenity and Calmneſs. The mutinous Spirits that rebelled were preſently chaſed 
from thence, into this lower Region where they brought trouble and diſorder. He aa- 
keth Peace in his high Places. The Peace of Heaven is Ike the Chryſtal Sea before the Throne: 
of the Lamb, which no unquiet Agitatjon ever troubles or diſturbs. S750 


change the Heart. According to that of St. Auſtin, {nnnker Je if ervm ute eſſe -precatii 


An inviolable Love unites all his Fay ak no Diviſion or Jealouſy diſcompoles their- 
Concord. They enjoy without envy : for infinite Bleſſedneſs is not diminiſhed by the 
number of Poſſefſors: The Inheritance in Light is communicated to all. Although the 

| G g 2 : Angels 
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Angels are diſtinguiſhed by their ſeveral Orders and Miniſtrations, as Seraphims and Che 
 rubimes, Thrones and Powers, yet a Chain of Holy Love binds all their AﬀeCtions toge- 


LYN) ther. And though the Saints ſhine with different degrees of Glory, yet, as in a Chorus of 


Moufick, the different Voices makes one entire Harmony : So Love, that ever continues, 
unites their Wills in # delightful harmonious Agreement. The millions of Celeſtial In- 
habitants compoſe but one Society, Love mixing if ohe maſs of Light and Glory, all 
their Underſtandings and Wills. | Re or os 
And ſince all true Joy and Sweetneſs ſprings from Love, 'tis impoſſible but they muſt 
feel 'unſperkable Complacency, in the reciprocal exerciſe of [o Holy and pure an affection. 
But Principally, their Joy ariſes from the poſſeſſion of God himſelf, by the cleareſt Know- 
ledge and pureſt Love of his Excellencies. 1hey ſee him as be js, 1 foht 3. 2: Sight is 
the 'molt Spiritual and noble Senſe, that gives the moſt diſtin and evident diſcovery of 
its Objets. The Soul inits exalted ſtate, ſee the King in his Beauty, all the Perftections 
of that infinitely Glorious and Bleſſed Nature. in their Brigtitneſs and Purity, And this 
fight cauſes the moſt ardent Love, by which there is an intimate and vital Union between 
the. Soul and its Happineſs ; and from hence fprings perfe&t Delight:. 1» thy. preſence is 
fulneſs of Joy, Pſal.'16. 11. It expels all Evil that would imbitter and lefſen our Felici- 
ty. - And this is an admirable Priviledge for the Humane Nature, that is ſo ſenſible of 
trouble. - All Complaints and' Cries, (Rev. 21. 4.) all Sighings and Sorrows are for ever 
baniſh'd from Heaven. © If the Light of the Sun be fo pleaſant, that every Morning revives 
the World, and rendets it new-to us which was buried in the Darkneſs of the Night ; 
how infinitely pleaſant will the Light of Glory be, that diſcovers the abſolute and uni- 
verſal Excellencies of the Deity, the Beauty of his Holineſs, the. PerfeCtion of his Wiſ- 
dom, +the Greatneſs of his Power, and the Richey of his Mercy? How inexpreſſibly great 
is the Happineſs that proceeds from the illumination of a purified Soul, when ſuch is the 
amiableneſs of God, that'his infinite and eternal Felicity ariſes from the fruition of him- 
ſelf > The Joy of Heaven is ſo full and ſatisfying, that a thouſand Tears there, are but as 
one Day. Inferior earthly Goods preſently loſe the Flower of Novelty, and languiſh in 
our enjoynmenit of them: Variety is neceſſary to put an edge upon our Appetites, and 
quicken our Delights ; becauſe they are imperfett, and fall ſhort of our expectation. But 
the Obje# of our Biefſedneſs is infinitely great, and produces the ſame pure and perfe& 
Joy for ever: After the longeſt fruition it never cloys or ſatiates, but is as freſh and 
new as at the firſt moment. re, | — - 
And that which is the peculiar Pleaſure of the Redeemed, is, that they (ball be with Chriſt, 
and ſee his Glory, Joh. 17. 24. What a marvellous Joy will fill our Hearts, to ſee our 
Blefſed Saviour, who ſuffer'd ſo much for us on Earth, to reign in Heaven? Here he was 
in his enemies Hands; there he hath them under his Feet. Here he.was in the ow of 4 
Servant ; there He appears in the form of God, adorn'd with all the Marks of Majeſty. 
Here he was under the Clond of his Father's Diſpleaſure z there he appears as the Bright- 
neſs of his Glory. Here he was ignominiouſly Crucified ;-there he is crown'd with Immor- 


tal Honour. Now conſidering the gygent Aﬀettions which the Saints have to their Re- 


deemer, the Contemplation of him Mwhis glorious State mult z»f7zitely raviſh their Hearts : 
eſpecially, it we conſider that the exaltation of Chriſt is theirs. The Members triumph 
when the Head is crown'd : His excellent Glory refletts a Luſtre upon them, and by the 
ſight of it they are chang 'd into his Likeneſs. If the imperfect and dim fight of his Di- 
vine: Vertues in the Goſpel, hath a Power to change Believers into his Image from Glory 
to Glory, how much more the Viſion of his unveiled Face? Our Graces here are but as 
the rude Draught and firſt Colours of the Divine Image, that ſhall then be in its per- 


| feftion. We know that when he appears, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is, 


of that Place, he would be apt to think every glorified Saint he meets to be more than 


1 John 3. 2. The ſimilitude between the Saints above and Chriſt, is ſo exa@, that if 
one ſhould enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, and were not diretted by the Light : 
a Creature. St, John the beloved of Chriſt, and as clear-ſighted as any of the Apo- 
ſtles, miſtook an Angel for God; and would have adored him, although he did. not 
appear in' his full Glory. The Kingdoms of. the World, with all their Splendor, are 

no more in compare to it, than a dead ſpark to the Sun in its brightneſs. The very Bo- 
dies of the Saints ſhall be raiſed from the Grave, and beautified with eternal Ornaments : 
They ſhall be Companions with the Angels, and conformed to the glorious Body of 
Chriſt. Briefly, in the Preſent ſtate we are not capable to receive the full knowledge of ” 
Heaven : What we underſtand is infinitely deſirable, but the moſt glorious part is (till un- 
diſcovered. The Apoſtle tells us, 1 Cor. 2. 9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear beard, neither 

hath it enter d into the heart of Man to conceive what God hath prepared for thoſe that love 

him. All that is beautiful or ſweet here, is but a ſhadow of that Glory, a drop of 


that 
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ar vaſt Ocean of Delight For all that is deſirable in the Creararey, a is Alpen 
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I ; 
I fo 
in the Language of the Pſalm 
thoſe that fear thee ? and ſupp 
ven is an Inheritance as ſafe as.great. Here we are ſabje& to Lungs 
lalling Hymns of Glory, and Songs of Thankigiing to the Great Creator, Redeemer, | 
and Sanftifier, who hath prepared and purchaſed that Felicity for them, and hath brought 
them to the ſecure poſſeſiion of it. | 
after a ſerious eſtimate, he declares ( 2 Cor. 4. 17.) that the Eternal weight . 
infinitely out-baVlances the light and momentary troubles of this Life. Thus 
hath been ſaid concerning the greatneſs of rhe Recompences hereafter, we may under- 
ſtand how powerful they are to deter Men from Sin, and to allure them to Holi- 
neſs, | £ | hes 
2.. That theſe Objetts may be effenal, our Saviour hath clearly revealed them, and -+ 


given us convincing evidence and aſſurance of their reality. The Heathens had only 

ſome glimmerings, and ſuſpicions of a future State : They were under Doubts concern= 

ing the Nature of the Soul, whether Mortal or Incorruptible, wavering between the 

Aﬀent and Denial; and inclining to this -or that part, as Senſe perſwaded them 

to believe themſelves only as Brutes, or Reaſon to acknowledge themſelves Men. So- /,1 p74. 4p, 
crates, ( r ) before his Judges, ſpeaks as one that deſired Immortality z and in his laſt & hed. Pla- 
Diſcourſes to his Friends, he endeavours to perſwade them, but could not conquer his oattaryra 
own Doubts, nor afſure:himſelf, All his Diſcourſes end in ConjeQtures and uncertain Stygio ran«s 
Gueſſes. Beſides, the Hell which they fancied, was made up of ſuch ridiculous and ſenſeleſs 1 gnghe ni- 
Terrors, that could only affe& Children who were not arrived to the perfe& uſe of Rea=m wayne ve- 
ſon. And their apprehenſions of Happineſs in the next Life were ſo extravagant, that <wn zo millie 
what the Philoſopher ſaid in general of Hope, that 'tis the Dream of waking Men, ; 7 ry Real 
more juſtly applicable to the. hope of the Heathens, in reſpe& of the future Reward. = qui nn 
For as the illuſions of a Dream have many times a real Subje&, but envi- 4 = 
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—_ SU 4 ven | with ſoman fantaſkick 1 | vinations as ſpoils all the proportions of it; ſo their 
Chap. on had A Foundation in'Truth, but was 'mix'd with many Errors inconſiſtent with 
GU perfett Felicity, And as the pleaſare of a Dreant is flight and vaniſhing, ſo the uncer- 

cain expeftatioh of Felicity did bur lightly tonch their Spirits, Briefly, they had no true 
EY W.-- Jed 


doe, no firm Belief of Eternal Bleſſedneſs in the Viſion of God, nor of the end- 
Jets Torment in Hell ; and rin, thoſe great Principles, from whence the Rules afid 
Power to live in a holy manner are derived, 'they fell ſhort of that Purity 'which is a nie- 
"ceffary qualification to prepare Men for Heaven. They were if a confuſed Labyrinth, 

- "withiont true Light or Guide, intangled with miſerable Errors, and ſtumbled eve 
ſtep whilſt they ſought after Happineſs. But the Lord Chriſt hath inſtraRed. the Worlt 
concerning thoſe inviſible future OS _ He hath expreſly threatned, whatever is 
-to be feared by Man asa rational or ſenhible Creature, the Worm that never dies, and the 
Fire that ſhall never be quench, in caſe of Diſobtedience z, and he bath protnifed whate- 
ver is to be hoped for, in caſe of Obedience. © The Wrath of God is revealed from Heaven, 
in the Goſpel, . againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſmſs of Mex, Rom. 1. 18. And 
our Saviour hath bronght Life 2nd Immortality to'light, 2 Tim. 1. 10. He hath declared 
the Nature and Quality of Eternal Life: Thar it conſiſts in'the molt perfe&t Ads of our 


raiſed and moſt receptive Faculties. 


aſties, upon the molt excellent Objefts ; That it” contains 
perfect Holineſs and pure Felicity, being for ever diſtant from the Infirmities and Defile- 
rhents of our »ortal State. He' hath revealed. as the quality, ſo the extent of it, relating 
to the Body as well as the Sonl;* Whereas ths' Philoſophers of ſeveral 'Sefts, the Arade- 
micks, Stoicks, Epicureans, labouring with all the force of their Underſtanding, formed - 
x Felicity according to their Fancies, which was either wholly Sexſzal, or elſe bat for 
Half of Man: For of the Reſurrection, and conſequently the Immortality 'of the Body, 
nor the leaſt notice for many Ages ever arrived to them. Our Saviour,” who alone had | 
the words of Eternal Life, hath protniſed a Happineſs that reſpeCts entire Man: The Soul 
and the Body which are his eſſential Parts, ſhall be united and endued: with all the glo- 
rions Qualities becoming the Sons of God. ' And of all this he hath given to the World 
the higheſt aſſurance : For he verified his Dotrime by his own Example ;, rifing from the 
Graye, and appearing to his Apoſtles crown'd with Immortality, 'and viſibly aſcending be- 
' fore them to Heayen. Since there is no greater Paradox to Reaſon than the RefurreQi- ; 
on, which ſeemed utterly incredible to Men, and not to be the Object of a rational De. 
fitez Cod by raifing him from the Grave, hath given the moſt convincing Argament 
thae our Redeemer was ſent from him, to acquaint the World with the future State. Thus 
the Apoſtle ſpeaksto the Athenians, As 17. 30. The times of Ignorance God winked at, 
but now commandeth all Men every where to repent ; becauſe he hath appointed a day, wherein 
. he will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man whom he hath ordained, whereof he 
hath given aſſurance unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed him from the Dead. Jeſus Chriſt 
who was atteſted from Heaven to be the Son of ' God by that great and powerful AQ, 
declared the Recompences that ſhall attend Men after Death ; therefore a full and perfe&t 
afent is due to his Teſtimony. Hygll with all its Dread and Terror is not a Pifture drawn 
by fancy to affright the World, but'1s revealed by him whoſe Words ſhall remain when Hea- 
wen and Earth ſhall paſs away. The Heavenly Glories are not the Viſions: of a contem- 
lative Perſon that have no Exiſtence, but are great Realities promiſed by him, who as 
He died to purchaſe, ſo he roſe to witneſs the Trurh of them 3 and to bring theſe Grear 
Things, that are ſeparate and diſtant from this preſent State, nearer tous; He ſometimes 
Cauſes Hell to riſe up from beneath, and flaſh in the face 'of ſecure Sinners, that they may 
break off their Sins by Repentance : and ſometimes he opens Heaven from above, the 
Paradiſe of true Delights, and ſends down of the precious Fruits of the Sun, of the pre- | 
cious things of the laſting Hills, that by the ſight of their Beauty, and the taſte of ” mea 
Sweetneſs, we may for ever abhor the Pleaſures of Sin. By the frequent and ſenſible 
3 experience of the Truth of the Goſpel in its Threatnings and Promiſes, innumerable 
——_— Perſons have been converted from Sin to Holineſs, from Earth to Heaven, from Vanity 
E _ to Eternity, ; 
3. Love isaprevalent affe&ion, ſtronger than Death 3 and Kindneſs is the greateſt en- 
 dearment of Love. Now the Lord Jeſus expreſ#d ſuch admirable Love to us, that being 
duly conſidered, it cannot but inſpire us with Love to him again, and with a grateful 
_ defire to pleaſe him in all things. He deſcended from Heaven to Earth, and delivered 
himſelf to a ſhameful Death, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto 
himſelf a peculiar People zealous of good Works, Tit. 2. 14. And what Argument 15 more 
werful to cauſe in us a ſerious hatred of Sin, than the Conſideration of what Chriſt 
'Lath ſuffered to free us from the Puniſhment and Power of it? If a Man for his 
Crimes were condemned to the Gallies, and by a Friend of his who had been extremely 
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injur'd by him, ſhould ranſom him by a great Sum; when the guilty Perſon 1s re- FD, ay 
ſtored to Liberty, will he not bluſh for ſhame at the memory of what he hath done ? DAP. IS. 
But how much more if his Friend would ſuffer for. him the Pains and Infamy of his 
Slavery ? If any ſpark of Humanity remain in him, can he ever delight himſelf in 
thoſe Actions, which made ſuch a Benefit neceſſary to him'? Now we were not redeem- 
ed with corruptible Things, as Silver and Gold, from our vain Converſation, ('the-moſt | 
ſordid and deplorable Captivity ) but with the precious Blood of Chriſt, as a Lamb 
without blemiſh and without ſpot, x Pet. 1. 18, 19. And is it poſſible for a Chri- 
ſtian to live in thoſe Sins for which Chriſt died > Will not Love cauſe an humble 
fear, leſt he ſhould fruſtrate the great Deſign, and make void the molt bleſſed Ef- 
tec of his terrible Sufferings ? Why did he redeem us with ſo excellent a Price from 
our cruel Bondage, but to reſtore us to his free Service? Why did he vindicate us 
from the Power of the Uſurper to whom we were Captives, but to make us Sub- 
jects to our Natural Prince? Why did he purify us with his RN Ts 
moſt precious Blood from our deadly Defilements, (ſ) but that , CF) Fre fe dignum gere fall prot» 


: bn , ne veniat Chriſtus qui te mundavit, qui te 
we might be intirely conſecrated to his Glory, and be fervent | redemit, & /; te in peccato invenerit, di- 


in good Works? What can work upon an ingenuous Perſon «t tibi, que wilitas in ſangune meo © 
, more than ſenſe of Kindneſs > What (99 chile more ſtrongly gue by 14 17, v'* pag OY 
to Duty, than Gratitude? What more powerful attradive to 5 
Obedience, than Love 2 This pure Love confirms the Glorified Saints for ever in 
Holineſs. For they are not Holy to obtain Heaven, becauſe they are  weqal of 
it ; nor to preſerve their Bleſſedneſs, becauſe they are paſt all hazard of lofing it; but 
from the moſt lively and permanent ſenſe of their Obligations, becauſe they have 
| obtained that incomparable Felicity by a Gift never to be reverſt, and by a Mercy 

: tranſcendently great. And the ſame Love to God that is in the Saints above 1n the high- 
| eſt degree of PerfeQtion, and makes them for ever to glorify him, will proportion- 
ably to our State in this Life cauſe us to obſerve his Commands with delight and con- 
ſtancy. A true Chriſtian is moved by Fear, more by Hope, moſt by Love. 


CHAP: 


PEIIG 


OG IIS $9 TO 
"Se — 


_— — — 


SST 


232 


| The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


FRAY? 


an 4 


CHAP. XIX. 


Praftical Inferences. The Compleatneſs of our Recovery by  Feſus Chriſt. 
He frees us from the Power as well as Guilt of Sin. Sin is the Diſeaſe 
and Wound of the Soul * the meer Pardon of it cannot make us bappy. 
SandGification equals, if not excels, Juſtification. It qualifies us for the 
enjoyment of God. Saving Grace doth not encourage the pratiice of Sin. 
The Promiſes of Pardon and Heaven are conditional. To abuſe the Mercy 
of the Goſpel, is diſbononrable to God, and pernicious to Man. The Excel- 
lency of the Chriſtian Religion diſcovered from its deſagn and effect, The de- 
fign is to purge Men from Sin, and conform them to God s Holineſs accor- 
ding to their Capacity. This gives it the moſt viſible Preeminence above 
other Religions. The admirable effe& of the Goſpel in the Primitive Chri- 

ians. An earneſt Exhortation to live according to the Purity of the Goſpel, 
and the great Obligations our Saviour bath laid on ns. 


1.] Rom hence we may diſcover the Perfe&tion and Compleatneſs- of the Redempti- 
- on that our Saviour purchaſed for us. He fully repairs what was ruined by. the 
Fall. He was called Feſus, becauſe He ſhould ſave his People from their Sins, Mat, 1. 21. 
He reconciles them to God, and redeems them from their vain Converſation. He camie by 
Water a#d Blood, to ſignify the Accompliſbment of what was repreſented by the Ceremo- 
al Purification, and the Blood of the Sacrifices z SatisfaQtion and Sandtification are found 
in Him. And this was not a needleſs Compaſſion, but abſolutely requiſite in order to 
our Felicity. - Man in his guilty corrupt State may be compar'd to a condemn'd Male- 
factor, infefted with noiſom and paintul Wounds and Diſeaſes, and wants the Grace 
of the Prince to pardon him, and Soveraign Remedies to heal him. Suppoſling the Sen- 
tence were reverſt, yet he cannot enjoy his Life till he is reſtor'a to Health. Thus the 
Sinner is under the Condemnation of the Law, and under many ſpiritual, powerful Di- 
{tempers, that make him truly miſerable. His irregular Paſſions are {o many forts of Di- 
ſeaſes, not only contrary to Health, but to one another, that continually torment him. 
He feels all the effects of Sickneſs. He is inflam'd by his Luſts, and made reſtleſs, bein 
without Power to accompliſh or to reſtrain them. All his Faculties are diſabled for the 
Spiritual Life, that is only worthy of his Nature, and whoſe Operations are mixt with 
ſincere and laſting Pleaſure. Sin as 'tis the Diſeaſe, ſo 'tis the Wound of the Soul, and 
attended with all the evils of thoſe that are moſt terrible : The whole Head is ſick, the 
whole Heart is faint, from the ſole of the Foot to the Head, there is no ſoundneſs in it, but 
Wounds and Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores, Iſa. 1. Now our Redeemer as he hath ob- 
tain'd a full Remiſhon of our fins, ſo he reſtores Holineſs to us, the true health and vi- 
gor of tne Soul. He hath made a Plaiſter of his living Fleſh mixt with his Tears and 
Blood, thoſe divine and powerful Ingredients, to heal our Wounds. By the Holy Spi- 
rit 'tis applied to us, that we may partake of its Virtue and Influence. His moſt pre- 
cious Sacrifice purities the Conſcience.frome dead Works, that we may ſerve the living God. 
Without this the bare exemption from Puniſhment, were not ſufficient to make us hap- 
py: For although the guilty Conſcience were ſecure from Wrath to come, yet thoſe 
fierce unruly Paſſions, the Generation of Vipers that lodge in the Breaſt of the ſinner, 
would cauſe a real Domeſtick Hell. Till theſe are mortified, there can be no eaſe nor - 
reſt, Beſides, ſin is the true diſhonour of Man's Nature, that degrades him from his Ex- 
cellency, and changes him into a Beaſt, or a Devil; So that to have a licence to wallow 
in the Mire, tolive in the practice of fin that ſtains and viliftes him, were a miſerable 
Priviledge. The Scripture therefore repreſents the curing of our corrupt Inclinations, 
and the cleanſing us from our Pollutions, to be the eminent effef&t and bleſſed work of 
ſaving Mercy. Accordingly St. Peter tells 'the Fews ( ACts 3. 26.) that God havine 
raiſed up his Son Jeſus, ſent him to bleſs you, in turning away every one of you from his Inj- 
quities : that 1s, Chriſt in his glorified ſtate gives the Spirit of Holineſs to work a ſincere 
thorow Change in Men, from all preſumptuous reigning fins, to univerſal Holineſs. 
Unvaluable Benefit ! that equals if not excels our Juſtification. For as the evil of fin 
1n its own nature is worſe than the evil of Puniſhment, ſo the freeing us from its Do- 
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in Cntriving Man's Redemption. 333 
minion is a greater Bleſſing than meer Impunity. The Son of God for a time was.made fNA/27) 
ſubject to our Miſeries, not to our Sins. He deveſted himſelf of his Glory, not of his Chap. ig: 
Holineſs. And the Apoſtle in the extaſy of his affeftion deſired to be made unhappy for WYNWg 
the Salvation of the Fews, not to be unholy. Beſides, the Exd is more noble than the 
Means: Now Jeſus Chriſt purchaſed our Pardon, that we might be reſtoted to our for- 
feited Holineſs. He ranſomed us by his Death, that he might bleſs us by his Reſurredti- 
on. He gave himſelf for us that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purifie to himſelf 
a peculiar People, zealous of good Works : Tit. 2. 14. SanCtification is the laſt End of all 
he did and ſuffered for us. _ | CET 

Holinels is the chiefeſt Excellency of Man, his higheſt advantage above inferiour Be- 
ings. Tis the ſupreme Beauty of the Soul, the reſemblance of Angels, the Image of 
God himſelf. In this the PerteQtion of the reaſonable Nature truly conſiſts, and Glory 
naturally reſults fromit. As a Diamond, when its earthy and colourleſs parts are taken 
away, ſhines forth in its luſtre ; ſo when the Soul is freed from its Impurities, .and all 
terrene Aﬀections, it will appear with a Divine Brightneſs. The Church ſhall then be Glo- 
rious when cleanſed from every Spot, and made compleat in Holineſs. To this I will ofily 
add, that without Holineſs we cannot ſee God, that is, delightfully enjoy Him. Suppoſe 
the Law were diſpens'd with, that forbids any unclean Perſon to enter into the Holy Jera- . 
ſalem, the place cannot make him happy. For Happineſs conſiſts in the 'Fruition of. an 
Objett thar is ſuitable and ſatisfying to our Defires. The Holy God cannot be our Felici- 
ty, without our partaking of his Nature. Imputed Righteouſneſs frees us from Hell, in- 
herent makes us fit for Heaven. The ſum is, Jeſus Chriſt, that he might be a perfe&t Sa 
viour, ſanCtifies all. whom He juſtifies ; for otherwiſe we could not be totally exempted | 
from ſuffering Evil, nor capable of enjoying the ſupreme Good; we could not be happy 

here nor hereafter, 7 | CDS ee » 

_ ..2., From hence it appears, that Saving Grace gives no encouragement to the practice 
of Sin, For the principal aim of our Redeemers Love in dying for us, was fo ſanTifie 
and cleanſe ns, by. the waſhing of Water and the Word. And accordingly all the Promiles 
of Pardon and' Salvation are conditional. The holy Mercy of the Goſpel offers Forgive- 
nels,. only. to-penitent Believers that return from Sin to Obedience: We are commanded to 
repent and be converted, that our Sins may be blotted out, in,the time of refreſhment, from the 
preſence of the Lord, AQ. 3. 19. And Heaven is the Reward of perſevering Obedience : 
To thexe who by patient continuance in well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Immorta- 
lity, eterndl Life, Rom. 2. 7. There cannot be the leaſt ground of a rational juſt Hope in 
any Perſon without Holinels : Whoever hath this Hope in hin, purifies himſelf even as he is 
pure, 1 Joh:13- 3. By which «t-appears, that the genuine and proper uſe we are to make 
of the exceeding great and precious Promiſes, is, That by them we may be Partakers of the 
Divine Nature, and eſcape the Pollution that is ix the World through Lt, 2. Pet. 1. 4. Yet 
the corrupt Hearts'of Men are ſo ſtrongly enclined to their Luſts, that they ture the Grace 
of God into Wantonneſs, and make an advantage of Mercy to. aſſt their Security z preſu- 
ming to (in with leſs fear and more licence, upon the account of the glorious Revelation 
of it by our Redeemer. The moſt live as if they might be ſav'd without being Saints, and 
_ and enjoy the Paradiſe of the Fleſh here, and not be excluded from: that of the Spirit 
hereafter; But Grace doth not in the leaſt degree authorize and favour their Luſts, nor 
relax-the Sinews of Obedience ; 'tis perfealy innocent of their unnatural abuſe of it. The 
Poiſon is not in the Flower, but the Spider. Therefore the- 4poſile propounds it. with 
Indignation, Rom. 6. 1. Shall we ſin, that Grace may abound 2: God forbid. He uſes this 
form of. Speech, to expreſs an extreme abhorrency of a. thing that is either Impious and 
diſhondurable to.God, -or perniceous and deſtruttive;to, Men. As when he puts the - 4 
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ſtion, Is God _ who taketh vengeance ? God forbid, Rom. 3, 5, 6. and, Is there [ni- 
quity its God e God forbid, Rom. g. 14. He rejefts the mention of it with infinite aver- - 
{ation}; Indeed what greater diſparagement can there be of the Divine Purity, than to 
indulge our ſelves in Sin upon confidence of an eaſy Forgiveneſs? As if the Son of God 
had been conſecrated by ſuch terrible Sufterings, to. purchaſe and prepare a Pardon for 
thoſe who in ſecurely : what an unexpreſiible Indignity is it to make a monſtrous alliance 
between Chriſt and Bel;a/? | tos | 

And this abuſe of Grace is pernicious to Men. If the Artidote be turned into Poiſon, 
and the Remedy cheriſh the Diſcaſe, the caſe is deſperate. The Apoſtle tells us, Thoſe that 
do evil that good may come thereby, their Damnation is juſt. Suppoſe a preſumin Sinner 
vere affured, that after he had gratified his carnal vile Deſires, he thould repent and be par- 
doned ; yet twere an unreaſonable by Fl of Self-Jove todo ſo. What [/raz/ite was fo fool- 
hardy as to provoke a fiery Serpent to bite him, tho' he knew he ſhould be healed by the bra- 
zen Serpent £ But 'tis a degree beyond Madneſs, for a Man to live in a courſe of fin tpon the 
hopes of Salvation,making the Mercy of God to be his Bondage, as if he could not be. happy 

H h 
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AR * with! -m. An unrenewed' Sinner may be the Object of God's Compaſſion, but 
hap. TN hile he rye he is uncapable of Gommunion with him here, much more hereaf- 
WY NY ter. Under the Law the Lepers were excluded the Camp of [/rael, where the Preſence 

of God was in a ſpecial manner 3 much more ſhall thoſe who are covered with zzoral Pol- 
lutions, be kept out from the Habitation of his Holineſs. *Tis a mortal Delufion tor any 
to pretend that eleZing Mercy will bring them to Glory, or that the all-{ufficient Sacrifice 
of Chriſt will atone God's Diſpleaſure towards them, although they indulge themſelves in 
a courſe of Sin. The Book of Life is ſecret; only the Lamb with whoſe Blood the Names 
of the Elett are written there, car oper: the Seals of it. But the Goſpel that 1s a lower 
Book of Life, tell us the Qualifications of thoſe who are Veſſels of Mercy, they are by 
Grace prepared for Glory ; and that there can be no benefit by the Death of Chriſt with- 
out conformity to his Life. Thoſe who abuſe Mercy now, ſhall have Juſtice for ever. 

3. From hence we may diſcover the peculiar excellency of the Chriſtian Religion, a- 
bove all other Inſtitutions ; and that in reſpe& of its defign and effect. The whole De- 
fign of the Goſpel is expreſſed in the Words of Chriſt from Heaven to Paul, AC. 26. 18. 

' when he ſent him to the Gentiles, To oper: their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to 
light, and from the Power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveneſs of Sins, and In- 
heritance among them that are ſanFified by Faith in Chriſt, One great End of itis to take a- 
way all the Filthineſs and Malignity wherewith Sin hath infected the World, and to 
cauſe in Men a real Conformity to God's Holineſs, according to their capacity. As the 
Reward it promiſes, is not an earthly Happineſs, ſuch as we enjoy here, but Celeſtial : 
ſo the Holineſs it requires, is not an ordinary natural Perteftion, which Men honour with 
the title of Vertue, but an Argelical Divine Quality that ſan@ifies ns in the Spirit, Soul 
and Body ;, that cleanſes the Thoughts and AﬀeCtions, and expreſſes it ſelf in a courſe of 


univerſal Obedience to God's Will. Indeed there are other things that commend the Go- 


ſpel to any, that with Judgment compares it with other Religions. The height of its 
Myſteries which are ſo ſacred and venerable, that upon the diſcovery they affe&t with re- 
verence and admiration : Whereas the Religion of the Gemtiles was built on Follies and 


(t) Fit tom Fables (t). Their moſt ſolemn Myſteries to which they were admitted after ſo long a circuit 


IO of Ceremonies and great Preparations, contained nothing but a prodigious mixture of Va- 


(v) Ceteron nity and Impiety, worthy to be concealed in everlaſting Darkneſs (1). Befides, the Con- 
Pe ge firmation of the Goſpel by Miracles doth authorize it above all haman Inſtitutions. And 
/+/piria Epp- the glorious eternal Reward of it infinitely exceeds whatever 18 propounded by them. But 
fra, Revue that which gives it the moſt vifible Pre-eminence, is, That it is a DoFrine actording to God- 
—=_ ms lineſs, 1 Tim. 6. 3. The End is the Charader of its Nature. The whole contexture and 
lchrum re- Harmony of its Doctrines, Precepts, Promiſes, Threatnings, is for the exaltation of God- 
ee: 17” linefs. The ObjeRts of Faith revealed are not meerly ſpeculative, to be conceived and be- 
lent. lieved only as true, or to be gazed on inan Extaſy of Wonder, but are Myſteries of God- 
lineſs, that have a powerful Influence upon Practice. The Deſign of God in the Publica- 
tion of them, is not only toenlighten the Mind, but to warm the Heart, and purify the Aﬀe- 
(tions. God diſcovers his Nature that we imitate Him, and his Works that we may glorify 
Him. All the Precepts of the Goſpel are to embrace Chriſt by a lively Faith, to ſeek for 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs in Him; to live Godly, Righteouſly, and Soberly in this 
preſent World. When our Saviour was on the Earth, the End of his Sermons, as appears 
in the Goſpel, was to regulate the Lives of Men, to correct their vicious Paſſions rather 
than to explicate the greateſt Myſteries. Other Religions oblige their Diſciples either to 
ſome external Actions that have no zzoral worth in them, ſo that 'tis impoſſible for any one 
that is guided by Reaſon to be taken with ſuch Vanities: Or they require things icommo- 
d4ious and burthenſome. The Prieſts of Baal cut themſelves. And among the Chireſes, 
tho' in great mprarogn for Wiſdom, their Pentezts expoſe themſelves half naked to the 
Injuries of the ſharpeſt Weather ; with a double Cruelty and Pleaſure of the Devil, who 
makes them freeze Rog and expedts they ſhould burn for ever hereafter. *Tis not the 
moſt {trilt obſervance of ſerious Trifles, nor ſubmitting to rigorous Auſterities, that en- 
abfes. the humane Nature, and commends us to God. The moſt zealous Performers of 


things indifferent, and that chaſtiſe themſelves with a bloody Diſcipline, labour for no- 


thing, and may paſsto Hell through Purgatory, But the Religion of Chriſt reforms the 
Underſtanding and Will, and all the Attions depending on them. It chaſes away Er- 
ror, and Vice, and Hatred, and ſheds abroad Light and Love, Purity and Peace; and 
forms on Earth a lively repreſentation of that pure Society that is in Heaven, The end of 
It 15 to render Men like the Angels in Holineſs, that they may be ſo1n Blefſedneſs. This will 
render it azzjable to all that confider it without Paſſion. And'tis worthy of obſervation, 
that altho' many Heathens and Hereticks have contradi&ed other parts of the Chriſtian Re- 
Iigion ; yet none have dar'd openly to condemn the woral part of it. 
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came down to ſanCtifie and fave the World, whic 


feſſion, as the Converſion of the World was from Heatheniſm to Chriſlianity. . 
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in Cntriving Man's Redemption... . 026 
The Effet « of the Goſpel hath been anſwerable to the Deſign, One main difference $0. 
Þ-'19. 


between the old and zew Law, is, that the old gave the nowiedgs of Rules without 
Power to obſerve them; the zew that. is attended with the Grace o' 


a holy Love to perform that which the other made Men only to underſtand. Of this we | 


have the met ſenſible Evidence in the Primitive Church, that was produc'd by the firſt 
Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and had received the Mt Fruits of the Spirit. ; What 


is more wonderful and worthy of God, than that perfe& Love which made all the, firſt. 


Believers to have one Heart, and one Soul? What greater contempt of the World can be 
imagined, than the voluntary parting with all their Goods, in conſecrating them to God 
for the relief of the Poor ? And the Churches of the Geztiles, while the Blood of Chriſt 


' was warm, and his AQtions freſh in the memories of Men, were exemplary in, Holineſs. 


They were as Stars ſhining in a perverſe Generation. There was ſuch a, brightneſs in their 
Converſations, that it pierc'd through the Darkneſs of. Pagariſz, and made a viſible diffe- 
rence between them and all others. Their Words and Adtions were.ſo full of Zeal for 
the Glory of God, of Chaſtity, Temperance, Juſtice, Charity, that the Heathens from the 
Holineſs of their Lives concluded the Holineſs of their Law, and that the Dodrine that 
produc'd ſuch Fruits, could not be evil. The firſt Light that diſcovered the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Faith to many, was from the Graces and Vertues that appear'd.in the Faith- 


ful. The Purity of their Lives, their Courage in Death, were as powerful to convert the 
World, as their Sermons, Diſputations and Miracles (x). - And thoſe who were, under (x 
.yet they rug Homil. 6 


could not but admire the Integrity and Tnnocency that was viſible in the Converſation .Of corinth. 


ſuch ſtrong Prejudices that they would not examine the Doftrine of the Goſhel, 


Chriſtians. | They eſteem'd their Perſons from the good Qualities that were viſible in them, 
when they hated the Chriſtian Name for the conceal'd Evil they unreaſonably (uſpeCted to, 
be under 1t. This TertuVian excellently repreſents in his Apology. . The moſt part are ſo 
prejudic'd againſt the Name, and are poſſeſt with ſuch a blind hatred to it, that they make 
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it a matter of reproach even to thoſe whom they otherwiſe eſteemed. Caius, they, ſay, - 


is a good Man, he hath no fault, but that he is a Chriſtian (y). . Thus the excellent Ho- (y) Bono Vir 


lineſs of the Profeſſors of the Goſpel forc'd a vereration from their Enemies. _. 


Chriſt, enables us by Y Y © 
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But we are fallen from Heaven, and mixt with the Duſt. Our Converſation hath no- _ iſtia- 


thing ſingular in Holineſs to diſtinguiſh us from the World. The ſame corrupt Paſſions 


reign in Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, as in thoſe who are Strangers from the ſacred Covenant. 
If we compare our {elves with the Primitiv?. Church, we muſt confeſs our Unworthineſs 
to be called their Succefſors. Sixteen hundred + are run out ſince, the. Son of God 

uch are ſo many degrees, whereby we are 
deſcended from the firſt PerfeFion. Weare more diſtant from them in Holineſs than in 
Time. _ So univerſal and great is the Corruption, that'tis almoſt as difficult to revive the 
dying Faith of Chriſtians,. and to reform their Lives according to the Purity of their Pro- 


c 


'Tis true, .1n every Age there are ſome Examples of. the Virtue of the Goſpel that reflet 
an Honour upon it. And this laſt Age,which we may call the Winter of the World,in which 
the Holy Spirit hath foretold, That the love of many ſhall grow cold, by a marvelous Anti- 
periſtaſis, hath inflamed the Hearts of ſome excellent Saints towards, God and Religion. 
But the great number of the Wicked, and the progreſs of Sin in their Lives, there is no 
meaſure of Tears ſufficient to lament. . ett SE A eg, 

Fourthly, 1 (hall preſs Chriſtians to walk as becomes the:(Gaſpel of Chris, anſwerably to 
the Holineſs and Purity of that Divine Inſtitution, and to,thoſe great and. ſtri& Ob 1ga- 
tions it lays upon us. The Goſpel requires an entire Holineſs in all qur Faculties, an e- 
gual _ to all our Duties: We are commanded, to cleanſe gur ſelves from all polluti- 
ons of Fleſh and Spirit, to be holy in all manner of Converſation. . We are, enjoyn'd, to be 


_- 


perfeFing Holineſs in the fear of God, to be holy, as He that bath called us is Holy. K' cer-. 


tain meaſure of Faith, and Love, and Obedience, a mediocrity in_Vertue, we thuſt not 


content our ſelves with. "Tis not a Counſel of perfeQtion given only to ſome Chriſtiens 
of a peculiar Order and Elevation 3 but the Command of a, Law that withorit exception 
binds all, Be perfett as your Heavenly Father js perfet#. The Goſpel gives no Diſpenſa- 
tion to any Perſon, nor in any Duty. The Dodtine that aſſerts there are ſome excel- 
lent Works to which the lower ſort of Chriſtians is not obliged, is equally pernicious, 
both to thoſe who do them by Preſumption, as if they were not due, and were therefore 


. 


* 
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meritorious ; and to thoſe who negle@ them, by a blind Security, as if they might be 

ſaved without ſtriving to reach the higheſt degrees of Obedience. - 'Tis a weak pretence,'. 

that becauſe the conſummate meaſure of SanQtification can only be attained. in. the next 

Life, therefore we ſhould not endeavour after it here. For by fincere an conſtatit en-. 

deavours we make nearer approaches to i, gud according to the degrees of our Progre 
by 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
(XML th are thole of our Joy. As Nature hath preſcribed to all heavy Bodies their going to 
Chap 19: the Centre, and although none come to it, and many are at a great diſtance from it, yet 
WY> te ordination of Nature is not in vain ; becauſe by virtue of it, every heavy Body 1s 
always tending thither in ezotio» or inclination : 50 alchough we cannot reach tv 
compleat Holiqels in this imperfect ſtate, yet 'tis not in vain that the Goſpel preſcribes it, 


and intuſes into Chriſtians thoſe diſpoſitions whereby they are gradually carried to the 


full accompliſhment of it. Not to arrive to Perfection 1s the weaknels of the Flelh, 
not to aſpire afrer ir is the faulr of the Spirit. To excite us, it will be of moment to 
conſider the great Obligations that the Goſpel Jays upon Chriſtians to be holy, 1 Johr: 
3. 1. By that Covenant the Holy God is pleaſed to take them into the Relation ot' his 
Children : and as the Nature of Sanftification, ſo the Motives of it are contained in that 
Title. For fo near an Alliance obliges them to a faithtul obſervation of his Commands, 
and to imitate him with the greateſt care, that the Vein of his Spirit, and the Marks ot 
his Blood may appear in all their Actions. Whoſoever is born of God, doth not commit 
fra: 1 J-h. 3. 9g. The allowed practice of it is inconſiſtent with the quality of a Son 
of God, 'ris contrary to the Grace of his Divine Birth, Nay, the omiſſhion of Good, as 
well as the contatiidi of Evil, is inconſiſtent with that Relation. 'Tis for this reaſon, 
that Holineſs is ſo much the CharaFer of a true Chrilfan, that to be a Chriſtian and a 
Saint are the ſame thing in the Writing of the Apoſtles. The venerable Title obliges 
him to a higher practice of Vertue, than ever the Pagans imagined. He 1s far behind 
them, it he do not ſurpaſs them; and if he is ſurpaſſed by them, he will be cloathed 
with ſhame. Beſides, our Redeemer who hath a right to us by ſo many Titles, by / his 
Divine and Humane Nature, by his Lite and Death, by his Glory and Sufferings; as he 
ſtrictly commands us to be Holy ; ſo he hath joined Example to his Authority, That - we 
may walk as he walked, and be as he was in the World, St. Paul makes uſe of this Con- 
ſideration, to reſtrain the Diſciples of Chriſt from all Sin, and to perſwade them'to 
univerſal Holineſs. After he had mentioned the diſorders of the Gemtiles, to deter the 
 Fpheſians from the like, he tells them, Eph. 4. 20. But ye have not ſo' learned Chriſt, 
that is, his Rule and Practice inftrufted them otherwiſe. And when he commands the 
Romans, Rom. 13. 13, 14: To walk boneſily as in the day, not in rioting and drunken- 
neſs, not in chambering and wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and envying ;, he oppoſes to all theſe 
Vices the Patern that Chriſt ſet before us, But pat ye on the Lord Teſus Chriſt. The ex- 
preſſion intimates the Duty, that as'the Garment 1s commenſurate to the Body, ſo we 
are to imitate all the parts of his holy Converſation. EI t13 49 t 
Tis no wonder that the Heathens gratified the Inclinations of Luſt or' Rage, when 
their Gods were repreſented afting in ſuch a manner as to authorize their 'Vices:- Semi, 
pene omniumt ſcelerum, id Diis ſuis peccantium turba collegit, as Julius Firmicus juſtly re- 
roaches them. There was no Villany how notorious ſoever, but had ſome Deity for 

its Prote&or, They: found in Heaven a Juſtification of all 'their Crimes, and became 
(z) Derm Yicious by imitation” (z). . For 'tis. very congruous for Men to follow-thoſe whom they 
cultores boni eſteem to be perfect, and to whom'they think themſelves accountable. If they attribute 
+ 5g nts ro their Supreme God, the Judge of the World, Vices as Vertues, What Vertnes will 
Diu crudiuntur there be to reward, or Vices to | yer in Men? But-for thoſe that name the Name of Chriſ 
a efition. to continue in Iniquity, is the- moſt unbecoming thing in the World. For they live in 
the perfte& contradiftion of their Profeſſion. An -unholy Chriſtian 1s a real Apoſtate 
from Chriſt, that retraQs by his wickedneſs the Dedication that was'made ot him in his 
Baptiſm. Although he doth not abjure our Saviour in words, he denies him in his Works. 

| A proud Perſon renounces his Humility, the revengeful his Mercy, the luke- warm his 
Zeal, the unclean his Purity, the covetous his Bounty and Compaſſion, the hypocrite 
his Sincerity. And can there be any thing more indecent and abſurd, than to pretend 

_ the relation and reſpe@t of Diſciples to ſuch an holy Maſter, and yet by Diſobedience to 
deny him? When he bloody Spettacles of the Gladiators were firſt brought to Athens, a 
Wiſeman cried out to the Maſters of the Prizes, That they ſhould remove the Statue and 
Altar of Mercy out of the City, there being ſuch an incongruity between the Goddeſs 
they pretended to worſhip, and that cruel Sacrifice of Men for the {port of the People. 
It were more ſuitable for thoſe who are not afraid to violate the moſt Holy Laws, and ts 
contradict the Patern of Chriſt, to leave their Profeſſion, and to take: ſome other more 
complying with their Luſts. Tis rot the Title of a Chriſtian that ſanCtifies thoſe who 
pollute and defame it. Tis not wearing the Livery of Chriſt that can honour thoſe 
who ſtain it by their filthineſs, but 'tis an aggravation of their Guilt. Tis an unconceiv- 
adle indignity to our Saviour, and revives the 01d Calumnies of the Heathens, as if the 
Goſpel were a SanQaary for Criminals, when thoſe that call him Lord, Rev. 2. 9. do nob 
what he commands them. I know, ſaith Chriſt, the blaſphemy of them that ſay, they are 
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"Jews, and are not, but are the Synagogue of Satan. Thoſe that own the Profeſſion of Chri- PARA? 
{tianity, and live in unchriſtian PraCtices, are baptized Pagans ; and in effect revile our -P4P. 19 
bleſſed Redeemer, as if He had proclaimed a licencious impunity for Sinners. Such 
Wretches may deceive themſelves with a pretence they believe in Chriſt, and that viſibly 
they declare their dependence on him; but this pretence will be as unprofitable as 'cis vain: 
'Tis not the calling him Lord, that will give them admiſſion into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
Mat. 7. 21. The naked Name of a Chriſtian cannot prote& them from the Wrath of 
God. Tertullian (Lib. de Pen.) ſmartly upbraids ſome in his Time who were carelels of 
the Dignity ang Purity of the Chriſtian Profeſſion in their Lives, imagining that they 
might reverence God in their Hearts without regarding him in their Adtions; that they 
might Salvo metu &- fide peccare, (in without loſing their fear of God and their Faith. 
To refute this groſs contradiQion, he propounds it in a ſenſible Example : Hoc et ſalua 
caſtitate matrimonium violare, ſalva pictate parenti venenum temperare 3 This is the ſame 
thing as to violate the Fidelity of Marriage without the wounding of Chaſtity, or to:poi- 
ſon a Parent without failing in the Duty. that is owing to them. And to expreſs his, In- 
dignation, he tells them, Sic ergo & ipſe ſalva venia in Gehennam detruduntur, dum ſalug 
mety peccant : Let them expe that God will caſt them into Hell, without prejudice to 
their Pardon, as they pretend to (in without prejudice to the reſpect they bear him. © 
To ſum up all ;z Jeſus Chriſt, as by his Dodrine and Life he clearly diſcovered: our 
Duty, ſo he offers to us the Aid of his Spirit for our affiſtance, by which the Commands 
of the Goſpel are not only poſſible but eaſy : And to enforce our Obligations he hath | 
threatned ſuch Vengeance to the Rebellions, and promiſed ſuch a Reward to thoſe that 
obey the Goſpel, that it is impoſſible we ſhould not be deeply afftefed- with 'them, 'if we 
ſeriouſly believe them, and he hath given ſuch evidence of their Truth, that 'tis impoſſ- 
ble we ſhould not believe them, unleſs the God of this World hath blinded our Minds, *'Tis 
matter therefore of juſt aſtoniſhment, that Chriſtians ſhould not expreſs the efficacy" of 
the Goſpel in their Aﬀtions. How can a reaſonable Creature believe that eternal Dam- 
nation ſhall be the Puniſhment of Sin, and yer live in the wilful praftice of it ? The 
Hiſtorian ſpeaking of Mxſhroms that ſometimes proved deadly to whole Families, asks 
with wonder, (z) What pleaſure could allure them to eat ſuch doubtful Meat 2 Yet they (z) Ferilias 
may be ſo corretted as to become innocent. But when 'tis certain that the Pleaſures of 1,9. 5% mee 
fin are mortal, can any one be tempted by thoſe AttraFives to venture on that which will Comivia, que 
undoubtedly bring Death to the Soul ? Let Senſe it ſelf be Judge, and make the compari- (gs cpdecal 
ſon between whatſoever the preſent Life can afford for delight in Sin, and what the fu- tis cibi? Plin. 
ture Death will bring to torment it : LettheFleſh ſee into what Torments all its Delights 
ſhall be changed, and with what other Fire than'of umpure Luſt it ſhall burn for ever. 
_ Beſides, We are encouraged to our Duty with the affurance of a Happineſs ſo excellent, 
that not only the enjoyment of it in the next World, but the juſt expeCation of it here 
makes us truly Blefſed. If the Reward were ſmall, or the Promiſe uncertain, there might 
be ſome pretence for our not performing the Conditions to obtain it : but when the one 
is infinitely great, and the other as true as the God of Truth, what more powerful Motive 
can be conceived to make us holy ? *Tis the Apoſtle's choſen Argument, that we ſhould 
walk worthy of him who hath called us to his Kingdom and Glory. The Heathens were in a 
great meaſure Strangers to the Secrets of another World ; they had but a ſhadow of Pro- 
bability, we have the Light of Truth brought down from Heaven by the Son of God, 
that reveals to us a Blefſedneſs, that deſerves our moſt ardenr AFive Aﬀettions. : But if 
Men are not wrought on by natural Reaſon, nor Divine Faith ; if. neither. the Terrors | of 
the Lord, nar the bleſſed Hope can perſwade them from Sin to Holineſs, their Condition is 
irrecoverable. In this the Rules of Natural and Spiritual Healing agree, Hippocrat, Se, 
7. Aphor. ult. Where neither Corroſeve nor Lexitives are {ucceſsful, we muſt ule the Knife ; 
if cuting off be unprofitable, we muſt ſear the part ; if the Fire is ineffeCtual, the Ulcer 
is incurable. If the threatning of Hell-fire through Unbelief and Careleſneſs is not fear- 
ed, and hath no efficacy to correct and change Sinners, what remains but to make a pre- 
ſage of eternal Death, that will unavoidably and ſpeedily ſeize on them? And if ſo clear 
a diſcovery of the Heavenly Glory doth not produce in Men a living Faith, that 
works by Love, and a lively Hope that purifies the Heart and Converſation, what can 
be concluded, but that they are wholly ſenſual and ſenſeleſs, and ſhall be for ever depri- 
ved of that Bleſſedneſs they now deſpiſe and neglett ? AT 
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The Divine Power is admirably glorified in the Creation of the World, in re- 
ſpe of the greatneſs of the effe&, and the manner of its production. "Tis 
as evident in our Redemption. The principal Effefs of it are conſidered. 
The Incarnation of the Son of God is a Work fully reſponſible 6 Omnipotence. 
Onur Redeemers ſupernatural Conception by the Holy GhoſdB, The Divine 
Power was eminently declart in the Miracles Jeſus Chrift wrought in the 
tonrſe of bis Miniftry. His Miracles were the Evidence of bis Celeſtial Cal- 

ling 3 they were neceſſary for the ConviSion of the World : their Nature con- 
fidered. The Divine Power was glorified in making the Death of Chriſt wi- 
Gorious over all our ſpiritual Enemies. The Reſurrefion of Chriſt the effe& 
glorious Power. The Reaſons of it from the quality of his Perſon, and 

the nature of bis Office, that be might diſpenſe the Bleſſings be had purcha- 
fed for Beliewers. His ReſurreGion is the Foundation of Faith. It hatb 

4 threefold reference, to bis Perſon as the Son of God, to bis Death as an 


All-ſufficient Sacrifice, to his Promiſe of raiſing Believers at the laſt-day, 


'Þ- H E Divine Power is admirably glorified in the Creation of the World, not on- 
Iy in regard of the greatneſs of the Effe&, that comprehends the Heavens and 
Earth, and all things in them z but in regard of the marvellous way of its Produttion : 

for He made the great Univerſe, without the concurrence of any material cauſe, from 

nothing. For this reaſon the raiſing this glorious Fabrick is produc'd as the diſtinQive 

| CharaGter of the Deity from the Troop of falſe Gods. The Pſalmiſt declares, P/al. 96. 
" 4» 5+ The Lord is to be feared above all Gods, for all the Gods of the Nations are Idols, 
but the Lord made the Heavens. And as he began the Creation by proceeding from no- 

thing to real Exiſtence, ſo in forming the other Parts, he drew them from infirm and in- 

diſpoſed matter, as from a ſecond npthing z that all his Creatures might bear the real Te- 

ſtimonies of Infinite Power. Thus he commanded Light to ariſe out of Darkneſs, and 

ſenſible Creatures from an inſenſible Element. He created Man, the Accompliſhment of 

all his Works, from the loweſt and grofſeſt Element, the Earth. Now although at the 

firſt view we might conceive that the vifible World is the greateſt Miracle that ever God 
performed ; yet upon ſerious RefleGion we ſhall diſcover, that the Works of Grace are 

as wonderful as the Works of Nature, and that the Power of God is as evidently ex- 

preſt in our Redemption as in the Creation. For the fuller underſtanding of this, I 


will conſider ſome of the principal Effe&s of the Divine Power in order to our bleſſed 
Recovery. OO ; 
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x. The Incarnation of the Son of God, in accompliſhing whereof ſuch Power was 
exercisd, as no limited Underſtanding isable to comprehend. The Word was 'made Fleſh. 
This ſignifies the real Union between the Humane Nature, and the Divine in our Re- 
deemer, Joh. 1. 14. Before his Incarzation he appeared in an humane Form to the Pa- 
triarchs, and in the flaming Buſh to Moſes; but 'tis never ſaid with reſpe&t to thoſe Ap- 
paritions, that the Word, was made Flame, or Man. But when he came into the World 
to ſave us, he aſſum'd the compleat Nature of Man into an Hypoſtatical Union with him- 
ſelf. That admirable Perſon poſſeſſes the Titles, Qualities and Natures of God and Man. 
In that ineffable Union, ' each of the Natures preſerves its proper Form with all the neceſ- 
ſary Conlequents proceeding from it. The Humane Nature is joyn'd to the Eternal 
Word, but not chang'd into its Divinity ; 'tis not infinite and impaſſible, The Deity is 
united to Fleſb, but not transformed into its Nature, 'tis not finite and paſſible. Tho' 
there is a diſtindion, yet no ſeparation : there are 1wo Natures, but one ſole Jeſus. In 

.. the ſame Subſiſtence the Creator and the Creature are miraculouſly allied. Now this is a 
Work fully reſponſible to Omnipotence, and expreſſes whatever is ſignified by that Title. 
The Apoſtle mentions it with an Attribute of Excellency, r Tim. 3. 16. Without con- 
troverſy great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs, God manifeſt in the Fleſh. 'Tis as ſublime, as 
holy. In this the Divine Power appears in its Magnificence, and in ſome reſpect more | 


glori- 
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glorioully than in the Creation: For there is incomparably a greater diſparity between 
the Majeſty, Greatneſs and Infinitene(s of God, and the meanneſs of Man, than between 
the whole World and Nothing. The degrees of difparity between the World and No- 
thing are not actually infinite, but between the moſt excellent Creature and the glorious 
Creator they are abſolutely infinite. From hence it is, that that which in other things 
reſolves our doubts, here increaſes the wander, and in appearance makes it more incre- 
dible. Te do err, iaith Chrift to the Saddwces, (who denied the Reſurrection ) not 
knowing the Power of God, But the more raiſed Thoughts we have of his immenſe Pow. 
er, the more unlikely his ConjunRion with a' Nature fo far beneath him will feem to 
be. 

2. The Divine Power was magnified in our Redeemer's Supernatural Conceprion. 
'Twas requiſite his Body ſhould be miraculouſly form'd of the Subſtance of a Woman, by 
the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, not only in reſpett of its ſingular Dignity, and that he 
might be. the Pattern of our Regeneration that is performed/by the Efficacy of the Spirit 
not of the Fleſh, but in reſpect of his Office : For undertaking to reconcile God by rhe 
Expiation of our Sin, he muſt be allied to us; and abſolutely pure from the ſtain of Sin. 
Heaven and Earth concurred to form that Divine Man the King of both, the Earth fur- 
niſhing matter, and Heaven the Principle of his Conception. Accordingly the Angel! 
told Mary, Luk. 1. 35. who queſtioned how ſhe could be a-Mother not having known 
a Man, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the Power of the Higheſt ſball averſhadow 
thee, therefore alſa that Holy Thing that ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the Sox of God. 
This was toretold many Ages as an admirable Effet of God's Power. When Judah was 
oppreſt by ewo potent Kings, and deſpaired of an eſcape, to raiſe their drooping Spirits 
the Prophet tells them, Iſa. 7. 14. The Lord himſelf would give them « fir of their fu- 
ture Deliverance. Behold, a'Firgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, and ſhall call his Name 
Immanuel. The Argument is from the greater to the leſs ; for 'tis apparently more difh- 
cule that a Virgin, without injury or blemiſh to her Purity and Integrity, ſhould con- 
ceive and bring forth Immanuel, than the defeating humane Forces how great ſoever. If 
God will accompliſh that ſtupendious, unheard of wonder, . much more would he reſcue 
his People from the fury of their Adverlanies. Re pr Pa 56s 
 3- The Divine Power was eminently declared in the Miracles our Saviour wrought 
during the time of his publick Miniſtry, to verify his Divine Mifhon, that he was the 
great Prophet ſeng frm God to inſtru Men in the way of Life. In diſcourſing of this, 
1 will briefly ſhew, that Miracles were a convincing proof of his Celeſtial Calling, and 
that the performance of then was neceſſary in order to the conviction of the World, and 
con(ider particularly thoſe He wrought, a 


1. A Miracle is an extraordinary Operation of God in Nature, either in ſtopping its 
courſe, . or in producing ſome Effects that are above its Laws and Power: So that when 
he is pleaſed to work any, they are his Seal to authoriſe the Perſon and Dottrine to 
which they are annext. By them Faith is made viſible: The Unbeliever is convinced by 
his Senfes, the only Witneſſes above reproach in his account. From hence Nicodemus 


addreſs. himſelf to yrker John 3. 2. Maſter, we know that thou art a Teacher come from 


Gad.; for no. Man cax do thoſe Miracles that thou doſt, except God be with him: that 
1s, 00 1ateriour Agent can perform them, without the ſpecial Afiſtance of the Divine 
Power. And tis not to be ſuppoſed that God will, lend his Omnipotency to the Devil 
to, warka real Miracle, to confirm a Falfity z and thereby, necefſarily induce Men into 
FEI I matter of infinite moment - for ſuch is the Dofrine of Salvation that Chriſt 
TEeACEd. | | 
" 2. The working of Miracles was neceffary to convince the World, that Jeſus Chriſt was 
ſenr ftrgm God, whether we conſider the Jews or the Gentiles. To convince the Jews 
upon a double account ; | 


1. Becauſe the performance of them was one of the CharaQers of the promiſed Meſ- 


Chap 20; 


? x S 


ſiah. For this reaſon when two of John's Diſciples came to inquire whether he were the | 


expected Prophet, he returns this an{wer to the queſtion : Go aud ſhew John thoſe things 


which ze do hear aud ſee, The Blind receive their Sight, and the Lame walk, the Lepers are 


cleanſed, and the Deaf hear, the Dead are raiſed up, and the poor have the. Goſpel preached 


ta theys, Mat. 11. 4, 5» Thus he deſcribed his Office, and verified the Commiſſzon he 
had from God, by. repreſenting his Miracles in the Words of the Prophecy, Iſa. 35. 
Ja 9. | | : | 
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FAS) 2. Our Saviour came to alter the Religion of the Jews, that had been confirmed by 

Chap. 20. many illuſtrious Miracles : therefore to afare them that he was authoriſed from Heaven, 

WY WV he wrought ſuch and ſo many, that for their greatneſs, clearneſs, and number, exceed- 
ed all that were done before his coming, Our Saviour tells the Jews, If [ had not done 
among them the Works which none other Max did, they had not had ſin : that 1s, 1n rejett- 
ing him. For if he had exerciſed only a Power like unto that of Moſes and the Prophets, 
in his Miraculous A&tions, they had been obliged to have honoured him as one of their 
rank, but not to have attributed an incomparable Dignity to him. But he did thoſe which 
neither Moſes nor the Prophets had performed ; and in thoſe that had been done, Chriſt 
excelled them in.the'manner of doing them. This the Jews could not contradict, and 

' from hence their Infidelity was made culpable. Ss 

Secondly, Miracles were neceſſary to convince the Gentiles, 1. For the Goſpel forbids 
the various Religions among them, and commands all to worſhip God alone in Jeſus 
Chriſt ; ſo that without a ſenſible demonſtration, that that was the way wherein He 
would be ſerved, their prejudices had been invincible. 2. The Goſpel propounds 
Threatnings and. Promiſes that regard a future State, where no living Eye can ſee their 
Effects; ſo that without an extraordinary confirmation it was not likely that Men ſhould 
yield a firm aſſent to them. If it be ſaid, our Saviour did his Miracles only in Jade, 
where very few of the Gentiles ſaw his Perſon or Works: .I anſwer, His Miracles were 

' primarily deligned for the Conviction of the Jews; and in a ſecondary intention, to 
diiarm Infidelity among the Gertiles, Therefore the Teſtimony of them was conveyed 
by thoſe who were Eye-witnefſes, and moſt worthy of credit, and who did many great 
wonders in the Name of Chriſt, to verify the report of his Famous Miracles, and de- 
clare his Power and Divinity. Of this more afterwards. 

Now I will briefly conſider the Miracles wrought by Chriſt, that were the certain 
Signs of God's favouring of him, and made his Commiſlion authentic. Before his com-- 
ing, the Hand of the Synagogue was dried up, .and impotent to produce Miracles. The 
Holy Spirit was withdrawn, and for the ſpace of four hundred years, no Prophet nor 
Worker of Wonders appeared. Joh: the Baptiſt, though the Angel deputed to fignify 
the coming of Chriſt, yet did no Miracles. But our Saviour was inveſted with Power 
from above, and performed many. Their quality and number is conſiderable. 


1. They were not meer Signs, as the converſion of Moſes's Rod into a Serpent z nor 
deſtructive and puniſhing, as the Wonders in /A#gypt ; but advantageous aad beneficial to 

Men, the equal Demonſtrations of his Mercy and Power. He cured Diſeaſes, that were 
ablolutely deſperate, without means, by his Omnipotent Will, as the Son of the Noble- 

man who was ſick at Capernaum, when Himſelf was at Cana in Galilee, Joh. 4. 46. or 

by ſuch viſible means, that the SpeQators might be fully convinced, that it was not the 
external Application, but his ſole Virtue and Divine Power that produced the eftect. Thus 

by anointing with Clay and Spittle the Eyes of him that was born blind, who never had 

| any natural poſhibility of ſeeing, he wrought an unparallel'd Care : It was never yet heard 
| t2at any Man opened the Eyes of one that was: born blind, John. 9. Therefore he that was 
healed, inferred from that, as.a moſt--pregnant proof, that our Saviour was from God. 

He raiſed the dead. This Effe& exceeds the Power not only of Men, but of the Angels. 

Tis true, That one Angel deſtroy'd in a night an hundred fourſcore and five thouſand 

ot the Aſſyrian Army ; but 'ris as true, that all the Angels together cannot raiſe from the 

dead one Man. *Tis wholly the Work of the Lord of Nature, who holds the Keys of 

Lite and Death in his Hands. *'Tis only his Light can diſpel the Darkneſs, his Voice can 

break the (ilence of the Grave. And 'tis obſervable, that our Saviour who ſometimes 
concealed his miraculous Works, and forbad the publiſhing of them, yet performed this 

kind before many Witneſſes, that they might publiſh and verify it, as being moſt conclu- 

fiveof his Miſſzox from God. He raiſed to Life the Ruler's Daughter, Mar. 5. 42. to 

the aſtoniſhment of all that were preſent to attend her Funeral. The Widow's Son of 

Naim was carried without the Gates of the City to his Grave, Jeſus ſtops the ſad Train, 

and reſtores Life to the young Man, and to his Mother ſomething more dear than her life. 

And the more fignally to triumph over Death, he purſued it to its fort, the obſcurity of 

the Grave. Lazarus was buried four days, ( Lak. 7. 15.) his Carcaſe was corrupted, 

Jeſus calls him from the bottom of his Tomb with that powerful Voice that created the 

World ; the Dead anſwers, and comes forth to the amazement of all that ſaw the Glory 

of God ſo clearly manifeſted. The Evangeliſt reports, ( John 11. 44. ) that the People 
afterward were as deſirous to ſee Lazarus as Jeſus. Add to thee his caſting out' of De- 
vils. Before the Fall, the unclean Spirit was incorporated with the Se 


. ; rpent, but now 
with Man himſelf, He ſeizes on the External Organs and Internal Faculties, and rules 


him 
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him at his pleaſure. In the time of Chriſt great numbers were poſleſt : For the Devil 
perceiving the Ruin of his Kingdom approaching, would extend the Limits of 'it here, 
and by the perfect poſſeſſing of Sinners, begin their Torment, which is one Aa of his 
Principality. The caſe of thoſe Perions was moſt compaſſionable. For, in that cloſe 
Fight the Soul was diſarmed ot its detenſive Weapons, being hindered in a great mea» 
ſure of the free uſe of its Faculties. Whereas in other Temptations he Works by outward 
Objedts at a diſtance, here he makes a violent aſſault on both parts. 'Tis the true anticipa= 
tion of Hell, for the poſſeſt Perſon is not exempted from Suffering, the Priviledge of Death, 
nor enjoys the free Power of doing the effeft of Life. Now the ejeCting of this Enemy 
was above the force of any humane means; no material Applications had power over im- 
material Spirits. But our Saviour by a Word commanded them forth of their Gariſons : 
and the Evangeliſts obſerve that the ſight of it affetted the People, in an extraordinary 
manner above what his other Miracles did. *Tis ſaid, Mat. 1. 27, 29. they were all ama- 
zed, in ſo much that they queſtioned among themſelves, ſaying, What thing is this, what new 
DoSrine is this ? For with Authority commandeth he even the unclean Spirits, and they obey 
him. His Empire over evil Spirits was more admired than over Diſeaſes, or Death it ſelf. 
Thoſe who were inſenſible of his former Miracles, received impreſſion from this : The 
were aſtoniſhed at the Mighty Power of God, confeſſing that it was never ſo ſeen in Iſrael, Luk. 
9. 43. And another time they ſaid, [s not this the Son of David? (Mat.g.33.) 1. e. the Meſ- 
ſfiah. The Phariſees, his obſtinate Enemies, were more troubled about this, than any 0- 
ther Action; and to elude the preſent Convidtion that he came from God, aſcribed it to 
a ſecret compaCt with Beelzebub, as if there were a colluſion between the Evil Spirits, a 
leſſer Devil retired that the Prince might reign. But ſo great was the Evidence of the 
Spirit of God in that aft of Juriſdiction over the Devils, that oar Saviour charges-them 
with unpardonable Guilt for their wilful denying it. | | 

The number of his Miracles was ſo great, that St. John ſaith, If all were written, the 
World could not contain the Books. We may in part conjecture how numerous they were, 
by taking notice how many he performed in one day. - He dined. with Matthew at Caper- 
naum, Mat. 9. 10, 11. whilſt he was there, Fairns entreats him to go to his Daughter 
newly dead, v. 18. as he went, the Woman with the Bloody Iflue touch'd the Hem of 
his Garment, and was healed, ». 20, 21, 22. he raiſed the dead Maid ; in his returning 
he cured two blind Men, and immediately after caſt out the Devil from one that was 
Dumb. And in all theſe miraculous Operations the Glory of God's Power was clearly 
manifeſted. , 

4- The Divine Power admirably appeared in making the Death of Chriſt victorious 
over all our Spiritual Enemies. Now to ſhew what an eminent degree of Power was ex- 
erciſed in the effeting this, we muſt conſider, that after Satan was caſt out of Heaven 
for his Rebellion, he ſet up a Throne on the Earth, and uſurp'd an abſolute Empire 0- 
ver Mankmd. , His Power was Great, - and his Malice was equal to his Power. The A4po- 


file repreſents him with his black Army, Epheſ. 6. 12. under the titles of Principalities 
and Powers, the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, ſpiritual Wickedneſſes in heavenly 


Places ;, asin reſpect of the Order among them, ſo in reſpe&t of their Dominion th 


exerciſed in the World. His Principality hath two parts : To tempt Men powerfully to 


ſin, and to execute the Wrath of God upon them. He works effettually in the Childrex of 
Diſobedience. He fires their Luſts, and by the thick aſcending Smoke darkens their 
Minds, and hurries them to do the vileſt Aftions. : Azd be bath the Power of Death, to 
torment Sinners; .God juſtly permitting him to exerciſe his Cruelty upon thoſe who 
comply with his Temptations. Now in the Time of Chriſt, ſeeing many raviſhed out 
of his hands, and tranſlated into the Kingdom of God, he grew Jealous of his State, 
and by his Inſtruments brought him to, a cruel.and ſhameful Death. He then in ap- 
pearance obtained a compleat Conqueſt, but in 'Truth was abſolutely overcome. And 
from hence the glorious Power of Chriſt is moſt clearly manifeſted. As he that will 
take the height of a Mountain muſt deſcend to the loweſt part of the Valley, where 
fixing his Inſtrument, he may diſcover the diſtance from the Foot to the top of it : 
So we muſt deſcend to the loweſt degree of our Saviour's Abaſement, to underſtand 
the height of his Exaltation. By Death he overcame hims that had the Power of Death, 
that is, the Devil, Heb. 2. 14. For his cruel Empire was founded in Man's Sin ; his 
Greatnels was built on our Ruins. All the penal Evils he brings on Mankind are upon 
the Account of our Diſobedience, and his mighty Power in Temptations, is from our 
inward Corruption 3; Otherwiſe he might ſurround, but could not ſurpriſe us. Now 


the Lord Chriſt by his Death hath taken away the Guilt and Power of Sin: The Guilt 


in enduring the Curſe of the Law, and thereby (atisfying Eternal Juſtice, which all 
the Creatures in Heaven and Earth could not do: and the Power of it, By crucifying 


I 1 our 


Do 


Chap. 20; 
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FRA or old Man with him, that the body of Sin might be deſtroyed, that henceforth we ſhould not 
Chap. 20. ſerve fin, Rom. 6. 6. By the Croſs of Chriſt the World is: crucified to ass and we are Cruci- 
WY fied to the IVorld, Gal. 6. By it we are vindicated from the Power of Satan, into the glo- 

| rious Liberty of the Sons of God. For this Reaſon our Saviour, a little before his Paſlion, 


ſaid, Now ſhall the Prince of this World be caft out. | By the Croſs he ſpoiled Principalities and 


Powers, and made a jhew of them openly, triumphing over/ them in it, 2 Col. 15. to their 
extreme confuſion, in the view of Heaven and Farth. Although the Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion of Chriſt are the proper Ads of his Triumph, yet his Death is the ſole Cauſe 
and Original of it, - The Nails and Spear that pierced his Body, were his Omnipotent 
Arms, and the Croſs the Inſtrument of his Sufferings, was the Trophee of his Victory. All 
our triumphant Palms are gathered from that Tree. *'Tis there our Saviour bruiſed the 
head of the old Serpent, and renewed his ancient Victory over him. _ | 

And from hence it was, that upon the firſt Preaching of Chriſt Crucified, Oracles were 


ſtruck dumb, and put to eternal ſilence ; inviſible Powers were forced to do him vilible 


Honour. As the riſing Sun cauſes the Night-birds to retire, {0 his Name chaſed the rout 
of Deities into darkneſs. They continue to be our Enemies, but not our Lords. Now 
where did the Divine Power ever appear more glorious than in our crucified Saviour ? 
G) Mii + cx He hath done greater things ſuffering as Man, than Y - as God (a). The Works of 
==59- cr, in Creation and Providence are not equal to the Effe&ts of his Death. In the Creation a 


pacraxa{et Tric 


5.x ; COrruptible World was produced from Nothing, which as it had no Diſpoſition, ſono 
Cn" Contrariety to receive the form the Creator gave it : But the new-World of Grace that is 
| page yg Immortal, was formed out of Rebellious Matter. The moſt eminent Work of Provi- 
w + 349% dence, "was the drowning the Egyptians in the Rea-Sea: But the ſpiritual Pharaoh, and all 
&tc «9 ein 1s Hoſts were drowned in his Blood. In ſhort, the Croſs hath opened Heaven to us, 
mgmayy © and wrought a miraculous change on the Earth. But this I ſhall more particularly conſi- 


Theodor de Cur. dex under another Head of Diſcourſe. | 
Grec., Aﬀet. 


Lis bu _ Fifthly, The Divine Power was eminently magnified in Chriſt's Reſurrection from the 
Grave. This was foretold concerning the Meſſzah by the Prophet David ſpeaking in the 
type, Pſal. 16. 10. 4. ſhall reſt in hope, for thou wilt not leave my Soul in Hell, nei- 
ther wilt thou ſuffer thy Holy One to ſee corruption. As it was ordain'd by God's Counſel, 

' ſo 'twas executed by his Power. This is deciſfve, that he is the Meſſzah. His other Mi- 
racles were performed by the Prophets, but this was ſingular, and only done by the 


God of the Prophets. The Reaſons of it prove, that *twas equally neceffary for his 


Glory and our Salvation. 


I. The Quality of his Perſon required it. For he was a Heavenly Man withont Guilt, 
therefore immortal by the original Conſtitution of his Nature. Death, that is the Wages of 
Sin, had no power over him. He was ſubje& to it, not by the Law of his Conception, 
but the Diſpenſation of his Love z not to ſatisfie Nature, but purchaſe our Salvation : 


Therefore the Eternal Law that annexes Immortality to Innocence, would not ſuffer that 
he ſhould remain in the ſtate of Death. 


-2. The nature of his Office made it neceflary. As the Oeconomy of our Redemption 


required, that he ſhould deſcend from Heaven, the Seat of his Glory, that by dying he 
might expiate our Sins; ſo after his lying in the Grave, ſo long as to atteſt the reality of 
his Death, 'twas neceſſary he ſhould riſe again in order to his diſpenſing the glorious Be- 
nefits he had purchaſed. The Apoſtle tells the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 15. 14. If Chriſt be not 


riſen, then our Preaching is in vain, and your Faith is alſo in vain. For the Faith of Chri- 
ſtians hath a threefold Reference : | 


1. To the Perſon of Chriſt, that hejs the Son of God. 

2. To his Death, that'tis an all-ſufficient Sacrifice for Sin. 

3- To his Promiſe, that he will raiſe Believers at the laſt Day. Now the Reſurreftion 
of Chriſt is the Foundation of Faith in reſpett of all theſe. 


1. He was declar'd to be the Son of God with Power, according to the Spirit of Holineſs, by 
the-ReſurreFion from the Dead, Rom. 1. 4. He was the Son of God from Eternity as the 
Word, and from the firſt moment of his Incarnation as God-Man ; But the honour of 

_ this Relation was much eclips'd in his poor Life, and ignominious Death. And altho' 
his darkeſt Night was inlightened with ſome diſcoveries of his Deity, yet they were tran- 
ſient and ſoon vaniſh'd. But in his ReſurreQion God did publickly own him in the face 
of the World; therefore he isrepreſented, teſtifying from Heaven, Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee, A. 13. 33. According to the Phraſe of Scripture, then things 
are ſaid to be, when they conſpicuouſly appear. All the Miraculous Proofs by which 
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God acknowledged him for his Son during his Life, had been ineffeftua] without this. 
If he had remain'd in the Grave, it had been reaſonable to believe him an ordinary Chap, 29. 
Perſon, and that his Death had been the puniſhment of his preſumption z but his Re- © 
ſurrection was the moſt illuſtrious and convincing Evidence, that he was what he de- 
clar'd himſelf to be. For it is not conceivable that God ſhould put forth an Almighty 
power to raiſe him, and thereby authoriſe his Uſurpation, if by. robbery he had afſu 
that Glorious Title. He is therefore ſaid to be juſtified by the Spirit, which raiſed him, 
1 Tim. 3. 16. from all the Accuſations of his Enemies, who charged him with Blaſ- 
phemy for making himſelt equal with God : Upon the Evidence of it, Thomas adored 
him as his Lord and God. 3 Ih 

2. His ReſurreCtion is the moſt pregnant Proof of the All-ſufficiency of his Satisfa- 
tion. This was ſpecial in the Death of Chriſt, that the Curſe of the Law accompani- 
ed it, and ſeemed like an infinite weight to lie on his Grave, But in riſing again\, the 
Value and Virtue of his Sufferings was fully declared. Therefore the” Apoſtle tells us, 
Rom. 4. 25. that he was delivered for our Offences, and was raiſed again for our Juſtifica- 
tion. Although his Death was ſutficient to merit our Pardon, yet (ince Believers alone 
atually partake of the benefit, and none could' believe, if he had not roſe from the 
Grave; 'ris clear his Death had been ineffeCtual without it. a Eo rr oh 

3. Our Faith in his Promiſes to give Life and Glory to his Servants, 1s built on his 
ReſutreCtion : For how could we believe him to be the Author of Life, who remained 
under the Power of Death ? How could he quicken and glorify us, who finally - periſh- 
ed? If he had been confined to the Grave, all our Hopes, had been buried with bim. 
But his Reſurrection is the Cauſe, Patern and Argument of ours : Hedid not only raiſe his ; 
Body from the Grave, but his Church with him. Now the effeQing this is attributed 
to the Divine Power, with a Note of Eminency : Chriſt was raiſed by the Glory" of his 
Father, Rom. 6. 4. that is, by his Power, which in that AQ was manifefted in its full 
ſplendour ; for what is ſtronger than Death ? and more inexorable than the Grave? 
Omnipotency alone can break its Gates, and looſe its Bands. EE 
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The Divine Power was glorified in the Converſion of the World to Chriſtianity. 
Notwithſtanding the imaginary Infirmity in Chriſt Crucifted, yet to the Cal- 
© led be was the Power of God. The numerous and great Difficulties th :1 ob- 
ftirufted the receiving the Goſpel. What the ftate of the World was at the 
fir} Preaching it. Ignorance was Univerſal Idolatry, and the deprava- 
tion of Manners, were the Conſequences of it. Idolatry was fortified by 
Cuſtom, Antiquity, and External Pomp. The depravation of Manners was 
extreme, The principal Account of it from their disbelieving a future State, 
and their attributing to their Gods thoſe Paſſions and Vices that were pleaſing 
to the Fleſh. The averſion of the Vulgar Heatbens was firengthned by thoſe 
in Veneration among them, The Philoſophers, Prieſts and Princes webe. 
mently oppoſed the Golpel.. An Account of their Enmity againſt it. The 
- Conſideration of the Means by which the Goſpel was conveyed, diſcovers that 
Omniporency' alone made it ſucceſsful. The Perſons employed were a few 
 Fiſher-men, without Autbority and Power to force Men to Obedience, and 
without Art or Eloquence to inſinuate the belief of their Dotirine. | he great, 
- ſudden, and lafting change in the World, by the Preaching of the Goſpel, 
' is © certain Argnment of the Divine Power that animated thoſe weak Ap- 
pearances. Idolatry was aboliſhd. A miraculons change followed in the 
| Lives of Men. Chriſtians gave a divorce to all the finful delights of Senſe, 
and embraced for the Honour of Chrift, thoſe things that Nature moſt abbors. 
A ſbort view of the Sufferings and Courage of the Martyrs. Their Patience 
was inſpired from Heaven. Chriſtianity was viforions over all oppoſition. 
The Divine Power will be gloriouſly manifefed in the compleat Salvation of 
the Church at the laſt Day. Owr Saviour ſhall then finiſh his Mediatory 
_ Office. Death the laſt Enemy ſhall be deftiroyed. The Bodtes of the Saints 
ſhall be raiſed and conformed to the glorious Body of Chriſt, 


H.E Divine Power was glorified in the Converſion of the World to Chriſtianity. 
The Apoſtle tells us, That Chriſt crucified was to the Jews a ſtumbling-block, and to 
the Genples feoines. The Fews expefted the Meſſzah to deliver them from temporal Ser- 
vitude, and eſtabliſh an Univerſal Empire, either by the Force of Arms, or by the Ter- - 
ror of Signs and Prodigies, as Moſes did againſt the Egyptians: But when inſtead of 
Power, they ſaw nothing but Weakneſs, and inſtead of a glorious Triumph, a diſgrace- 
ful Puniſhment, they deſpiſed his Perſon, and rejetted his Do&rine, But notwithſtan- 
ding this imaginary Infirmity in Chriſt crucified, yet to theſe that are called according to 
"Q ine-Purpoſe, He was the moſt excellent Power of God: It being more glorious to 
e the World to the Faith and Obedience of a Crucified Perſon, than it he had ap- 
red with all the Powers of Heaven, and Princes of the Earth as his Attendants. For 
this Reaſon the Apoſtle declayes, He was not aſhemed of the Goſpel of Chriit, it being the 
Power of God to Salvation to all that believe, to the Jew firit, and alſo to the Greek. And 
he prays for the Epheſrars, Ch. 1. 18, 19, 20. That the Eyes of their Underitandings 
being enlightned, they might know what is the exceeding greatneſs of his Power tonsrward 
who believe, according to the working of his mighty Power which he wrought in Chrift when 
he raiſed him from the Dead, and ſet him at his own right Hand in the Heavenly Places. 
He uſes various and Jofty Expreſſions, as if one had been inſufficient to ſignity the Ex- 
tent and Eflicacy of that Power which produc'd the Faith of Chriſt in the Heathens. 
And if we duly conſider Things, it will appear, that the Terms of the A4poitle are nor 
too ſtrong and Hyperbolical, but juſt and equal to the degree of Power requiſite fcr the 
accompliſhment of that great Work. 
For the underſtanding of this, I will conſider three things. 
x57, The numerous and great Difficulties that obſtrutted the receiving of the Goſpel. 
2:4ly. The 
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24ly. The Quality of the Means by which 'twas conveyed an became {UCC SOT NES 

» The eminent, ſudden, univerſal and laſtin Chand made by. it in the World. Chap. 2. 

157. The numerous and great Difficulties that obſtructed the receiving of the-Goſpel. **. * E 
This will appear by repreſenting the ſtate and diſpoſition of the World at that Time when . 
it was firſt Preached. is 3100 See Fd vep: 

Firit, Ignorance was Univerſal ; a deep thick darkneſs cover'd the Face of the Earth, 
And the Conſequents of that erals pals Ignorance, were execrable Idolatry, atid the 
molt notorious depravation of Manners. FX, 

1. Execrable Idolatry : For as in the night SpeFres walk, ſo in the times of Igriorance, 
the Prince of Darkneſs made his progreſs in the Earth. He reign'd in the Hearts of Men, 
and in the Places of their Devotion. The whole World as fijl'd with Idols of ſeveral 
Form$and Myſteries, ſome Amiable, others Terrible, according to the humour of Su- 
perſtition. For many Ages Satan had kept peaceable poſſeſſion of his Empire : for the 
Ignorant World did not underſtand its Miſery, but willingly paid that Honour to the 
cruel Uſurper, that was only due to the Lawful Sovereign. They were confirm'd in 
their Idolatry by ſeveral Things. | | 

(1). They were trained up in it from their Infant State. Now the firſt Perſwaſions of 
the Mind, though grolſly falſe, and ill Habits, do ſtrangely captivate, and are with diffi- - 
culty removed ; becauſe the concurrence of thoſe Faculties is requiſite, which are under 
the Power of Error and Vice. Nao Tyrant is ſo exa&tly obey'd 'as Cuſtom, eſpecially in 


things eſteem'd Sacred : For the conceit that the Service is pleaſing to the Deity; renders 


Men incapable to believe any. thing that contradiQs it. 'Twas as bard to make the Gen- 
tiles forſake the Religion they received from their Birth, and to looſe the Impreflions made 
in their tender Age, as to make the Africans change their Skin and become Fair, arid the : 
Exropeans to turn Black : for the Tinfture which the Religion praftiſed in each Country | 
conveys to the Souls of Men, is as deep and laſting, as that which the Sun imprefſes up- 
on their Bodies, according to the diverſiry of its Aſpeds... Lk TO 

(2). The Pagan Religion was derived drough a long ſucceſſion from their Progenicors. 
Antiquity brings I know not what reſpett to things, but *tis ſpecially venerable in Mat- 
ters of Religion. Therefore the Heathens accuſed the Chriſtian Religion of Novelty, 
and urged nothing more plauſibly than the. Argument of i-rmemorial Preicription for their 
Superſtition (b). They would not conſider whether it were -juſt and reaſonable, 'but (®) #id. Syn; 
with a blind deference yielded up themſelves to the Authority -of the Ancients, - They 


inrelat.ed Im- 
S og S h ES ; Es | ' erat, Maja- 
reſolved not to condemn their Parents and Friends, that had gone |before them'in"the rm excipere 


Road of Damnation, but choſe to die in their Idolatry. So hard is it"to reſiſt the'cnr- Reliciencs ir6- 
rent of the World, and to reſcue our ſelves from the Bondage of popular Errors. | 7 dias cotere. 

(3). The Pomp of the Pagan Workhip was very, pleaſing +2 the fleſh, The Magnifi- C=* Tar 
cence of their, Temples adorn'd with the Trophies of Superſticion, their Myſterious Ce- #i; attritucre 
remonies, their Muſick, their Proceſſions, their. Images and Altars,. their Sacrifices and *evirguan- 
Purifications, and the reſt of the Equipage of a carnal Religion, drew-their ReſpeQs, vac 20g" 
and ſtrongly afteCted their Minds through their Senſes: Whereas the Religion of the Go-' Fel. Abc. ſan- 
ſpel is Spiritual and Serious, Holy and Pure, and hath nothing to move the Carnal Parr. hs x 
Now how difficult was it to overcome Paganiſm when fortified by Antiquity, Univer- Atevic trad- 
fality, and {ſo agreeable to Senſe? How hard was it to free Men from 'the double Ty '** Pradent: 
ranny of Cuſtom from without, and blind Aﬀettions from within. Es 

2. The depravation of Manners was ſuch in the Heathen World, that if the' unclean 
Spirits had been Incarnate, and taken their Reſidence among 'Men, they could nor; have 
acted worle Villanies. 'The whole Earth was covered with Abominations,' as Egypt 
with the Frogs that poiſoned the whole Climate. We may ſee a Picture of their 'Con- 
verſation in the firſt to the Romans, And it could not be otherwiſe : For as the Apol 
ſaith, Thoſe who are Drunk, are Drunk in the Night; ſo when the Mind is darkned w 
Ignorance and Error, the AﬀeCtions are corrupted, and Men give up themſelves to the 
unfruitful Works of Darkneſs. Unnatural Crimes were. committed even among the 'Gre- 
cian and Romans, with that liberty, as if no ſpark of common Reaſon had temained''in 
them. The moſt filthy Luſts had loſt the fear and ſhame'that naturally attends them. 
They eſteemed thoſe things to be the Means to obtain Happineſs, that-were Cauſes of the 
contrary, They plac'd/ their Sovereign Good in extreme! Evil,.4.'e.: finful Pleaſares, 
They were, encouraged to work all Uncleanneſs with greedineſs, not' only npon 'the ac- 
count of preſent Impunity, for their -Laws left almoſt all Vices indifferent bur what''di- 
{turbed the tranquility of the'Statez andinot only by the multicudeof Examples, fothat 
Vices by their commoaneſs had loſt their, Names, and were ftiled vercues ; 'nay,” 'twas a1 Aud cte tot 
Crime to appear innocent among the Guilty. |, -but principally becauſe they thought them- lajwite; w. 


{elves ſecure as to a future State: For either they wholly dif: believed it ; and" 'tis: congru-cetwr when 
; Þ | | ous M. Fel. 
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FUN ous that hole who think to die like Beaſts, ſhould live like bealts 3 or elſe by attributing 
Chap 21: to their Peicies thoſe Paſſrons and Vices that ſo powerfully reigned in themſelves, they 


CORD were ſtrongly perſwaded no Puniſhment would be inflicted (d). For how could the Gods | 


Pe make ther Sacrifices to their Juſtice, who were Companions with them in their Crimes? 


& ſequimo Or revenge the Imitation of their own Attions? This was to caſt down the Banks, and 
mMagnorum Ox- 


empla Deorum. (© let the Torrent of corrupt Nature break forth in all Its fury. as St. Av tin oblerves of 
Biblis temp- Homer, the Father of Poctical Fictions, that repreſenting the Murders, Thetts, and Adul- 
ring her ®, Cries of their Gods, he made thoſe fins Divine Properties, and effectually commended 
Ovid. Met. l. them to the Heathens : Qriſquis ea fecifſet, non Homines perditos ſed celeſtes Deus videba- 
6 Caf ., tnr intitatus. And he gives an inſtance of this from a Comedy of Terence (e), where a 
ave in Deun VICIOUS young Man is introduced, reporting how he animated himſelf to ſatisfy hys bru- 
qui templa Ce- t;ſh Luſt, as having 'no lels a Deity than Jupzter for his Maſter and Model. In ſhoft, the 


— Theology of the Pagans inflamed them to the bold commiſſion of every pleaſant Sin. The 


 bamuncio be Hiſtory of their Gods was ſo interſperſt with the moſt infamous Impurities, that at the 


non facerem : 


Bev Hind vers frſt reading, Verterunt pupillas Virgines in Meretrices z they Joſt the Virginity of their 

ita feci «c lu- Eyes, then of their Souls, and then of their Bodies. Now the Golpel 1s a holy Dilci- 

bens. Ter. Ex- gJine that forbids all Exceſſes, that enjoins univerſal Purity and Chaſtity ; ſo that when 

muck. it was firſt Preach'd to the Heathens, they thought it impoſſible to be obeyed, unleſs 
Men were'Angels without Bodies, or Statues without Souls. 

L ſhall add further, That the averſion of the Heathens from Chriſtianity was much 

ſtrengthened by thoſe who were in Veneration among them, and vehemently oppoſed it. 

And they were the Philoſophers greatly eſteemed for Wiſdom, their Prieſts that had Do- 


minion over their Conſciences, and their Princes that had Power over their States and 
Lives. 


1. Philoſophers vehemently oppoſed the receiving of the Goſpel. At the firſt view 
it may be juſt matter of wonder that they ſhould be Enemies to it, whether we conſidey. 
the Objedts of Faith, or the Rules of Life laid down in it. The Objects of Faith were 
new and noble, of infinite beauty and profit, and moſt worthy of a rational Contem- 
plation'to be exerciſed upon them : Now that the Philoſophers who were ſo diligent to 
improve their minds, who received with complacency Truths of a lower deſcent, and of 
infnitely leſs importance, ſhould reje& Evangelical Truths, ſublime in their Nature, ſaving 

' In their Efficacy, and revealed from Heaven, what account can be given of it ? Tertuliar 
reproaches. them with reaſon, That the Chriſtian Faith was the only thing, which Cu» 
riolity did not tempt them to ſearch into : Hic ſolum curioſitas humana torpeſcit, Apol. c. 

| I. Beſides, whereas the Goſpel is a plain and perfect Inſtitution for the Government of 

_ Life, wholly converſant about the Souls of Men, and affures a Blefſedneſs infinitely more 
excellent than was ever thought of by them, it might have been expected that thoſe who 
in regard of Morality ſeemed moſt to approach to it, and whoſe profeſt deſign was to 
ſearch after Happineſs, ſhould. have readily entertained and uſed their beſt endeavours to 
have drawn others to etnbrace it. / But if we conſider things aright, our wonder will va- 
niſh: For their Knowledge and Morality, which in themſelves were Preparatives, yet ac- 
cidentally hindred their ſubmiſſion to the Goſpel, and cauſed the moſt potent Prejudices 
again{(t 1t ; and that upon a donble account: | | 


1. Of Pride. 
2. Of Satisfaftion in their own way. 


TT. Pride was their univerſal Diſeaſe : they had a liberal eſteem of themſelves as raiſed 
{f) Mundi phi- above the common rank of Men, and were Lovers of Glory more than of Wiſdom (ft). 
+ wer And becauſe Philoſophy had inſtructed them in ſome Truths, they believed its falſe as 
popularis aure WELL as true DiCtates, and concluded all thirigs impoſible that did not concur with their 
atgue nummo- 01d Tenents : they admitted no higher Principle than natural Reaſon, and nttetly reje- 
rum venale ed Divine Revelation : which wa reaſonable as if one that never ſaw but the ligh 
Mancipium. 3 was as WNrealonadblie as 1i One ut the 11ght 
Hier. of a Candle, ſhould contend there was no other Light in the World. Now a Perſon 
that doth not believe Divine Revelation, is wholly unqualified to judge of ſupernatural 
Myſteries. For till the Authority of the Revealer is ſubmitted to, he cannot truly, con(i- 
der their Cauſe and their End. Beſides, they look'd on it as a reproach, that any Secret 
ſhould be revealed co others and not to them, It ſeemed to darken their Glory, that any 
School ſhould be more knowing than theirs. Therefore they choſe to be Inſtruttors of 
Error, rather than Diſciples to the Truth. Ada further, they thought their Honour con- 
cern'd to defend the Principles they had once eſpouſed. From hence aroſe the great Con- 


teſtations between themſelves, accompanied with inveQives and Satyrs, being very jealous 
| | | WW 
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for their Opinions, and paſſionate for the Intereſt of their Sets, Now the Goſpel. was FRA? 
in ſome things contrary to all of them, ſo that being imperivus ind-impatient of -can- Chap.'21. 
tradition, and touch'd in their tendereſt part, no wonder they were fo violent agaitiſt WY 
it. They were unwilling to receive a Dodtrine that diſcovered their Errors, and leflened  * 
their eſteem. Our Saviour asks the Jews, How can ye believe which receive Honour one 
from another, and ſeek not the Honour which comes from God only ? He propounds it 2s an 
impoſlible thing. The Goſpel would ſtrip them of all their pretended Excellencies, 
and diveſt them of many vain Conceptions adorned with ſo much Art, and commanded (f 
as its firſt Article, they (ſhould humbly reſign their Underſtandings to Divine Revelati- ws 
on; this they look'd on as a Submitſhon unworthy of their refined ſtrong Spirits. _ 
2, They had SatisfaCtion in their own imperfe&t Vertues. Becauſe they did ſome thirigs 
to recover the Humane Nature from its degenerate State, they were more confirmed in 


_ their Infidelity than the grofſeſt Idolaters, and the moſt vicious Perſons. For the more 


probable Arguments they had to obtain Happineſs in their own way, the 'more obſti- 
_nately they refuſed any other. They thought there was no:need of Supernatufal Reve- 


Jation to dire&t, nor of Supernatural Grace to affiſt them; but without the Intetceſſion 
of a Saviour, and the Power of the Holy Spirit, they had ſelf-ſufficiency to obtain Per- 


fe&tion and Felicity. Like fooliſh ChyamrIſts that have melted away a great part of their ; 
Eſtates in vain, and little remaining to ſupport their wretched Lives; vet in expetati- 
on of the great Eſjxir, create in their Fancies treaſures of Gold, and: inrich themſelves. 
$0 the Philoſophers who waſted their Time and Spirits in ſearching after Happineſs to 
little purpoſe, altho' the beſt of their Principles and the height of -cheir Vercue, were | 
inſuflicient to ſupport them under any prefling AﬀfiiQion ; yet they had vain hopes of 
obtaining perfect Tranquility and Content by them. Now the Goſpel commanding an 
intire renouncing of our ſelves, - to embrace the ſole Goodneſs and Will of God, it was - 
hard for thoſe who were ſo fall of Pride and Vanity to reliſha Dodrine fo contrary to - 
them. In truth, whatever the Philoſophers pretended concerning the Incredibility, that 
the- Son of God ſhould ſuffer Death, yet it was not ſo much the Croſs co which Chriſt 
was nailed by his Enemies that made them reje&t the Goſpel (g,)'as 2:7 
the other Croſs to which Jeſus would - faſten them, 3. e. the ſtrict. _ @) &i 
and holy Diſcipline to which he commands them to ſubmit, | A Dif- nia 
cipline that condemns their vain RY .of Wiſdom and Vertue,. + Philo 
that mortifies ſenſual Pleaſures, F which many of the Philoſophers jd LE oe anru/an , 
indulged themſelves in, notwithſtanding all their Diſcourſes of the © tt 44 
purgative and iluminative Lite. And that this was the real Caufe of their rejeQting a 
crucified Saviour is evident : For they knew. that Sufferings of the worlt kind are-not al- 
ways infamous, but muſt be eſteemed according to the quality of theirCauſes and Ends. 
Thoſe who for pnblick Good generouſly expoſe: theniſcires to diſgrace and Miſery, are 
honoured for their heroick, Courage as Patriots of the nobleſt train... "And 'tis pot. unuſual 
for Perſons of extraordinary Wiſdom and' Vertue to ſuffer in' the World. - Their Pre- 
ſence and Example upbraid the vicious, and wound their:Spirits, as a great Light diſtem- 
peredand fore Eyes. And ſome of them acknowledged the Wiſdom of Providence in, 
permitting this for an excellent end, that Vertue tried in'the Fire might-be more-reſplen- 
dent. * Plato an eminent Philoſopher deſcribes a Man truly juſt;by this proof: of 
Integrity, that he ſhall ſuffer the loſs of Eſtate and Honour, be ſcourged, rack'd,'bound, <0 + 
and have his Eyes pluck'd out, and after. the enduring all. Miſeries;' ati laſt be crucified ph oem, Fee 
Socrates, ſo admir'd by them, was fo diſgnis'd by the Malice of his/Enennes, that he was Ree Teng: 
condemned to die by Poiſon : Yet this was ſo far fromob(curing his Reputation, -that his 22,2 
ſuffering Death was eſteemed the moſt noble effe& of his Courage,” and the moſt excel- mow mm 
lent proof of his Vertue. Why ther: ſhould they make a contrary judgment of -our Re; MaGvoie. 
deemer:s Suffering ; whoſe Innocence was perfeft, and whoſe Patience was {© Holy' and vary EAR 
Divine, that in the midſt of His Torments he: prayed: for his Murderers?, No-Teafon-can | 
be juſtly alledged, bnt ſome darling Luſt ſpiritual or: fleſhly which they. were Tefolved 
to cheriſh. The Light that comes from above illuminates the! Humble, and - dazies the 
| Proud. The preſumption of their own Knowledge, was the cauſ& of their prodigious 
Stupidity. - Simple Ignorance is not ſo dangerous avError : a falſe. Light that deceives 
and leads to Precipices is worſe than Darkneſs.  Weifind therefore that none were fier- 
cer Enemies to the Goſpeli'than the Philoſophers. ol og nid 
The Sacred Story tells us, that when. the Apoſtle preactt'd: at Athens, that 'was as | 


E 


much the ſeat of Superſtition as of Sciences ::the Epicureans and-Soicks though moſt oppa- 
fire in their Principles, yet conſpired to encounter him'; (they entertain'd him with ſorn, 
What will this Babler ſay ? and his ſucceſs but ſmall there. - He that 6(h'd withia Net in 
_ other places, and brought great nungþers ro Bapriſm, did: there only: with an-Angle, and 
I > | ; \_ caught 


” - 


248 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
TR © but oe or two Souls. And in the progreſs of the Goſpel! they perſiſted in their 
Sr Bon, The moſt grave and vertgons among them cenſured the Martyrs as foo]- 

1. V hardy in their generous Sufferings for the Name of Jeſus Chriſt. Antoninus (h) acculed 

- WwmT3izw 1. Chriſtians of obſtinacy in their readineſs to endure Torments. Arianus repreſents 

1xis x69 their Courage as proceeding from a cuſtomary contempt of+Death, which he oppoles to 

Os mugen” Judgment and Reaſon. Creſcers the Cynick was the Perſecutor ot Juſtin Martyr. In all 
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nbok rh Ages the Goſpel felt the ſharp points of their malicious Wits. 1 hey deſpiſed it as an 
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— ill-contriv'd Fable, as the entertainment of (mall Underſtandings (43 and Faith, as the 


me 479 ne Preſedinm of the weak and illiterate, who were incapable of conſideration. Now when 
a4 7246 b* 


m 4 #7 9s; thoſe WHO Were IN higheſt reputation for their Morality and Learning, diſcountenanced 
14 c.7 Chriſtianity,” it was a ſtrong Argument to move the vulgar Heathens to judge of it as a 
(i), Xemo # meer delſion. In our Saviours time twas urged as a ſutiicient reaſon againſt the recei- 
prin Ser Ms ving of Him as ſent from God, Becauſe none of the Phariſees, the moſt learned and moſt . 
nemo prudent, likely to underſtand the Propheſies concerning the Meſſzah, believing on him, Joh. 7. 48. | 
arcemus en. | The Heathen Prieſts vehemently obſtructed the reception of the Goſpel ; for their | 


tales : d A , | # . > - 
2 24 Intereſt was ſpecially concern'd upon the account of their Reputation and Gain. With | | 


wis eſt indo- 
Ts nfijiets, oreat Art they had kept the People in Ignorance for a long time: They perſwaded them 
IO 7c that their Idolatrous Ceremonies, Sacrifices and Feſtivals made the Gods favourable, and 
pats ſatis «Þ- were the ſupreme Caules of their Proſperity 3 and that i]] Succeſs in War, publick Diſ- 
VY Vang if aſters, great Contagions were ſent for the neglett of their Service. From this Fountain | 
naros, lolidos, a1 Superltition was deriv'd. Now if the Doctrine of Chriſt { that ſtrictly forbids the | 
Fas 34 os Worſhip of Idols) were received, who would attend to their old Lies? Who would | 
ro5 captent, (y purchaſe their deceitful Promiſes? Who would maintain them with prodigal Donatives ? 
Os. Who would eſteem them Divine Men ? They muſt loſe their Honour and Support, and 
Jaurenfis in for their Fables be the ſcorn of the Multitude. 'Tis no wonder then that their Paſſions 
Epiſt, ad St. ſhould be edged, and their Endeavours furious in oppoſing the Truth. And fince the 
Aug, People had a reverend regard for their Office, and a high Opinion of their Wiſdom, Au- 
thority and SanCtity, they readily joyned with them in their oppoſition. 
3. Princes who were ador'd by the People, thought themſelves obliged to prevent the 
(k) Yulgarie TntroduCtion-of a new Religion, leſt their Empire ſhould be in hazard, or the Majeſty 
| yn 9.106 and Greatneſs of it lefſen'd (k). For Religion being the true Foundation of publick 
babendos, nec Peace, every change in it is ſuſpeCted as dangerous, and likely to bring ſome eminent al- 
__ teration 1n the State. St. Paul was accuſed for teaching Cuſtoms ( A@. 16. 21.) which 
were not lawful for them to obſerve being Romans. And in after-times Chriſtians were 
condemn'd as ſ{editious and mutinous, and their Afſembliesas riotous and unlawful. And 
tis obſervable, that there never was a leſs favourable Conſtitution of time, than when | 
the Goſpel was firſt preached, For Tiberins was extremely cruel and extremely jealous | 
of all Novelty that might diſturb his Repoſe. And Nero, the bloodieſt Tyrant that ever 
Q Orientem fat on the Roman Throne, endeavour to ſtrangle Chriſtianity in the Cradle (1). 7 
Lt nBy ona . Beſides, the Dodtrine of Chriſt was not only new and ſtrange, but ſevere; for it gives / 
\cruentavit. DO diſpenſation for Perſons of the higheſt rank from univerſal Duty. Tis the Law of 
Tert. Scop. Gody to whom all are equally ſubjed, or equally obedient. It gives Rules without 
exception, to the Court as well-as the Cottage ; to thoſe cloath'd in Purple, and thoſe 
- In Sackcloth : it condemns the greateſt for Delinquents. and guilty of eternal Death if 
they do not-abandon thoſe Pleaſures to which corrupt Nature and many ſtrong Temp- 
tations violently incline them. Now the Heathen Princes who. were proſperous and 
vicious, could not reliſh a DoQrine that retrench'd their exorbitant Deſires, and ſtrictly 
forbad their unconfin'd enjoyment of ſenſual delights, which they eſteem'd the Prero- 
- gativeannex'd to their ſupreme Dignity ; and the Minds of Subjedts are tainted with de- 
pendance on the powerful. From what hath been diſcours'd, we may judge how great 
reſiſtance the Goſpel met with in its firſt publication. For all things that can make an 
enterpriſe impoſſible, were united' together againſt it. Wiſdom and Power, the Plea- 
ſures of Sin, and'Zeal for Religion ;' the Underſtaridings and Wills of Men were com- 
bin'd in oppoſition to its Progreſs; the Learned and Ignorant, Magiſtrates and People, 
Men and Devils join'd to ſuppreſs it.” Hell was in a Commotion, and the Prince of 
Darkneſs in Arms, not to ſuffer the Crowns of ſo many Kingdoms to fall from his Head, 
which for ſo many Ages he had kept: He was enraged to loſe the Homage and Service, 
eſpecially of the more knowing Nations, as the Grecians and Romans ; who, by how 
much the more capable of Truth, with ſo much the more art to the Diſhonour of God 
for a long time had been kept under his Deceit. © t | 
2413. If we confider the Means by which the Goſpel was conveyed, it will be more 
evident that Omnipotence alone made it ſucceſsful. When Chriſt. came from Heaven to 
convert the World, -it had: been according to the Law of Reaſon more ſuitable to his 
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trage of the Senſes; and their proper Sufficiency would have obſcured the Vertue of Chriſt 


be fully manifeited, 1 Cor. 1. 27. Chriſtianity (like its Author) ſprang as 4 Root ont of a dry literates, ut 


| tages they could never have conceived a thought, much leſs had ps to attempt the 


' that of the Romans by Numa, all Kings, or of great Reputation for their Wiſdom and 


 intheir flower and vigour; fot 


there is not Vertue ſufficient for the carving of a Statue, if they do not receive it im 
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Purpoſe to have been born at Rome the Seat of the Empire, wherein the confluence of all AS 
Nations met, than in an obſcure Corner. So when the Apoſtles were firſt ſenit forth 'to 
propagate the Goſpel, humane Prudence would judge, that they ſhould have been all- 
{ted either with Authority and Power, or with Learning and Eloquence, to compel or 


/ o 


perſuade to a ſubmiſſion to it. But if there had been any proportion between the quali 


of the Inſtruments and the Effets produced, the Goſpel had been elteemed a Dodrine 


purely humane. The immediate Agents had been intiruled to all the Honour by the Suf- 


that wrought in them. Therefore God choſe the weak things of the World, to confound the 
mighty (mM); and baſe things of the World, and things which are deſpiſed hath God choſen 2 (0 Lge Wh: 


Tea and things that are not, to bring to nought things that are, that his Glorious Power may purvan Fanny 


Ground, and grew into a fair ſtrong Tree, not by huniane planting and watering, but the P#*M* 
miraculous influences of Heaven. = £ - 


The Perſons employed were a few Fiſbermen, with a Publican and a Tent-maker, with» #* 4 ſr & 


out Authority and Power to force Men to Obedience, and without the Charms of El. {rg Aug. 


quence to inlinuate the belief of the Dofrines they delivered. And with theſe Diſadvan- 6. 18. c: 45: 


great impollibility of converting the whole World to Chriſt, and fubjetting the Heads of 
Princes, and the Learned and Wile, to the foot of a crucified Perſon, without the Divine 
Alliſtance. | 6 


I. They were without Authority ahd Power. Other Religions were eſtabliſhed in ſe- 
veral Nations, by Perſons of the-greateſt Eminency and Credit among them. That of the 
Perſians by Zoroatres, that of the Egyptians by Hermes, that of the Greczans by Orphens, 


Vertue z and they were received without cantradiftion. For being correfpondent to the 
corrupt Inclinations of Men, it was not ſtrange that the Princes had either capacity to in- 
vent them, or power to plant them. And in later times Mehoweet opened a way for his 
Religion by his Sword, and advanced it by Conqueſt. Now 'tis no wonder that a Re- 
ligion ſo pleaſing to the lower Appetites, that gives licence to all corrupt Aﬀedions inthe 
reſent lite, and promiſes a ſenſual Paradiſe ſuitable to Beaſts in the future, 'ſhould been 
raced by thoſe who were ſubject to his Arms. But the Apoſtles were meanly iborn and 
educated, without Credit and Reputation, deſtitute of all humane Strength, :and had on- 
ly a crucified Perſox for their Leader. Chriſtianity was expoſed naked 1n the day: of its 
Birth, without any ſhelter from ſecular Powers. by RES: 


- 


2. They had not the advantage of Art and Eloquence to commend therr- Religion; 
There is a kind of Charm in Rhetorick that makes things appear otherwiſe than they are; 
The beſt Cauſe it ruins, the worſt it confirms. Truth, tho! in it felf invincible, yet-by 
it ſeems to be overcome ; and Error obtains a falſe triumph; We have a vifible-proof of 
this in the Writings of Celſus, Symmachus, Cecilins, and others for Paganiſm againſt. - 
Chriſtianity. What a vaſt difference is there berween the Lies andFilthineſs of che aneand the 
Truth and Sandtity of the other > Yet with what admirable Addrefs did they managethat 
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infamous Subje&? Although it ſeemed incapable of any defence, yet they gave ſuch 'co- 
lours to it, by the beauty of their Expreſſions, and'their apparetit Reaſons, thatit ſeemed 
plauſible ; and Chriſtianity notwithſtanding its Brightneſs and Purity was made odiousto 
the People. But the Apoſtles were moſt of them wholly unlearned. St. Paxl bimfelf ac- 
knowledges, (2 Cor. 2. 42 that he was weak in preſence, end his Speech was not with the 
enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom. A crucified Chriſt was all their Rhetorick. -. Now 
theſe impotent deſpicable Perſons were employed to ſubdue the World to the Croſs of 
Chriſt ; and in that ſeaſon, when the Rowar Empire was at its height; when the moſt 
rigorous Severities were agus all Innovations, when Philoſophy and Eloquence were 
at Truth unleſs adorned with the dreſs and artifice of Falſ- 
hood was deſpiſed, and a Meſlage from God himlſelf,unleſseloquently conveyed, had no 
torce to perſ[wade., Therefore the Apoſtle debaſed theinſelves in the ſenſe of their own weak- 
nes, 2 Cor. 4. 7. We have this Treaſure it earthen Veſſels, that the Excellency of the Pawer may 
be of God, and nof of «s. 'T was from diſtraſt of themfeIves, their true confidencein God pro- 
ceeded. They were only ſo far powerful as he enabled them: like Inſtruments in which 


T 


the Artificer thatuſes them. Briefly, as God the Author of Wonders uſes that which is wea' 
1n Nature, to conquer the moſt rebellious partsof it z he makes the weak Sand'a mor 
powerful Bridle to the impetuous Element of Waters, than the geſt Banks taiſ- 
ed by the Induſtry of Mer, and compoſed of the moſt ſolid Materials: fo he was pleaſed 
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FAR by a few artleſs impotent Perſons to confound the Wiſdom, and overcome the Power of 
Chap. 21. the World. 760; 2 F 
WW— 2dly. Thegreat, ſudden, and laſting Change that was made in the World by the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, is a certain Argument of the Divine Power that animated thoſe mean 
appearances, and that no Inſtrument is weak in God's Hands. 


r. The greatneſs of the Change is ſuch, that it was only poſlible to Divine Power. 
'Tis a great Miracle to render Sight to the Blind, but 'tis more miraculous to inlighten the | 
dark Mind, to ſee the Truth and Beauty of ſupernatural Myſteries, when they are diſguis'd 
under Reproach and ſad Repreſentations, and effectually to believe them ; eſpecially 
when the inferiour Appetite is ſo contrary to Faith. 'Tis a Prodigy to raiſe the Dead, 
but tis more admirable to ſandify an habituated Sinner. For in comparing the quality of 
thoſe Miracles, that is the greateſt, in the performing whereof God in diſcovered to be 
the abſolute Lord of the greater Nature : Now the intelleCtual Nature 15 ſuperiour to the 
corporeal. Beſides, there is no Contradiction from a dead Body againſt the Divine 
Power in railing itz on the contrary, if any Senſe were remaining, 1t would ardently 
deſire to be reſtor'd to the full enjoyment of Life: but corrupt Nature is moſt oppoſite 
to renewing Grace. And in this ſence our Saviour's Promiſe to the Diſciples was prin- 

_ cipally accompliſhed ; Verily I ſay unto you, He that believes on me, the Works that I do 
ſhall he do alſo, and greater Works than theſe ſhall he do, becauſe I go to the Father. For 
the ſtrange Converſion of the Gentiles by the preaching of the Goſpel, was the moſt di- 
vine and powerful Work of our Saviour in Glory, after his ſending the Holy Ghoſt, and 
exceeded all the miraculous Operations performed by him on the Earth. The glorious 
Light of Truth ſcattered the thick and terrible Darkneſs of Ignorance and Error, that was 
ſo univerſal. The Goſpel in its Power and thequality of its EffeQs, was like thoſe words, 
Let there be light, which the eternal Word pronounced upon the confuſed Chaos, and infu- 
ſed a Soul and Life into the World. The clear Knowledge of God in his Nature, and 
glorious Works of Creation and Redemption, of the Duty of Man, of the future State, 
was communicated to the meaneſt Underſtandings. And in proportion to the Light of 
Faith, ſach was the meaſure of Piety and Holineſs. Idolatry that had Number, Antiquity, 
Authority of its ſide, was entirely aboliſh'd, The falſe Deities were caſt out of the Tem- 
ple; -and the Croſs of Chriſt was planted in the Hearts of Men. The pure Beams of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs quickly extinguiſh'd the Fires of the Devil's Altars, and the real Mi- 
racles performed by the Divine Power expos'd his lying Wonders to contempt. Accord- 
ingly. the Apoſtle tellsthe Theſſalonians, 1 Thel. 1. 9. For they themſelves ſhew of us, what 
manner of entring in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from Idols, to ſerve the [;- 
wing and 'true God, and to wait for his Son-from Heaven, whom he raiſed from the dead, even 
Jeſus which delivered us from the Wrath to come. Innumerable from ſecret Atheiſzr and pub- 

ick Gentiliſzz were converted to acknowledge and accept of the Redeemer for their Lord. 
What could produce ſuch a marvellous Change inthe World but an Almighty Power? 
How ſeemingly impoſtible was it to bring ſo many, who were proud in their Natures, per- 
verſe 1n their Cuſtoms, and indubitably afſenting to their falſe Religions, from ſuch a di- 
france as the Worſhip of innumerable Deities, to adore a Crucitied God ? Twas admirable 
that Alexander broke the Perſian Empire with an Army of Thirty Thouſand : But what is 
there comparable in that Conqueſt to the Atts of the Apoſtles? How much leſs difficult 
1s it for ſome Nations to change their Kings, than for all to change their Gods? How 
tar more eaſy 1s it to overcome the Bodies of Men, than ſubdue their Souls? Upon the 
moſt exa&-Iinquiry, there will never be found in humane Nature, any cauſe capable to pro- 
duce ſuch an Effet, norin the Records of all Ages any Example like it. | 

| Add to this the excellent Reformation in the Hearts and Lives of Men. As their Un- 
derſtandings, ſo their Wills and Aﬀedions, the ſources of Aftion, were miraculouſly al- 
ter'd. What the Sages of the World could not effeCt in a few ſele& Perſons, the Go- 
ſpel hath done in great Numbers ; nay rais'd them above all their feign'd [deas, above 
the bigheſt pitch of their proud Philoſophy. Thoſe ſtrong and furious Paſſions, which 
natural Reaſon was as unable to reſtrain as a Thread of Silk 1s to govern a fierce Beaſt, the 
Goſpel hath tam'd and brought into order : It hath executed what Philoſophy durſt never 
enterpriſe, deſpairing of ſucceſs. The Goſpel overcame all thoſe carnal Reluftancies that 
leem'd inſt ble: It made the wiſe Men of the World reſign their Reaſon to Faith ; it = 
perſuaded carnal Men to mortify the Fleſh, the Ambitious to deſpiſe Secular Honours, | 
the Voluptuous to renounce their Pleaſures, the Covetous to. diſtribute their Goods to 
the Poor, the Injured and Incenſed to forgive their Enemies, and all this for Love to 
God, and Aﬀettion unknown to all other Laws and Inſtitutions. Where-ever it came it 
miraciyauſly transform'd Pagazs into Chriſtians, which was as truly wonderful, as for the 
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Bajilickto part with its Poiſon, for a Wolf to be changed into a Lamb, nay, for Dogs, NAY 
( ſuch were the Gentiles in our Saviour's Language) to be chang'd into Azgels of Light Chap. 21) 
and Parity. An eminent Inſtance we have of irs Efficacy in the Corinthians, who in their 
Heathen State were guilty of the vileſt Enormities : But after their receiving the Goſpel, 

the Apoſtle teſtifies, 2 Cor. 6. 10, 11. they were waſhed, ſan@ified, and' juſtified in the 

Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God. Juitin Martyr tells Triphon (n), that (0: a 
thoſe who had been ſtain'd with all Filthineſs, and enſlav'd dy charming imperious Luſts, #97 


2 _xaipgyrnc vov 
yet becoming Chriſtians, they were purified, and freed, and delighted in thoſe Vertues cnenesn 
that were moſt contrary to their former Vices. This Alteration was ſo viſible, -that the we. In 4pols 
Lives of the firſt Chriſtians were an Apology for their Faith. And 'tis ſtrongly urged by *9+ 
Origen, Tertullian, LaFantius, and others, as a convincing proof of the: Divinity of the 
Chriſtian Doftrine, that it made the Profeſſors of 1t Divine in their: Converſations. The 
Creation of Grace was like the Creation of Nature, when Trees ſprang up in an inſtant 
laden with Fruits, ſo in the Converted, all the bleſſed Fruits of the-Spirit, Love, Foy, - 
Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance abounded. This - 
Teſtimony even a Pagan Perlecutor gives the common ſort of Chriſtians (o), That (0) Plin. Lis, 
they aſſembled to ſing Hymns to Chriſt ; that they obliged themſelves ſolemaly to in- !* 2 7: 
jure no Perſon, to deceive none, to preſerve faithfully what was committed to them, 'to 
be always true. And as in Obedience to the Goſpel, they gave a Divorce to all the fin- 
ful Delights of Senſe, ſo, which was incomparably more difficult, they embraced choſe 
things which Nature doth moſt abhor. No Religion ever expoſed its'Followers to ſuch 
Sufferings, nor inſpired them with ſuch reſolution to ſuſtain them. All other Religions 


were produttions of the Fleſh, and being allied together, if any-time Jealouſy cauſed: a 


diſcord between them, yet an open Perſecution wa$'unuſual. - But when Chriſtianity: firſt 


appeared, they all turned their Hatred and Violence againſt it, as a Forreigner of a' diffe- 
rent extraction. * How many living Martyrs were Exiles for the Faith, and deprived of all 
humane Conſolation? yet they eſteemed themſelves more bleſſed in their Miſeries, than-o- 
thers in their Pleaſures. How many thouſands were put to Death for the Honour'of our . .-.. - 
Redeemer ? yet the leaſt thing is the number, in compariſon of the manner of their Suf- (?) Vhian + + 
ferings. If they had ſuffered a mild Martyrdom, an: eafie' and ſudden Death, 'whertin mnoatping i 


the Combat and Viftory had been finiſh'd at a Blow, 'their Love and) Courage had-inot fribe the'va- 


been ſo admirable : But they endured Torments {o (p) various and terrible, that had they: pes. eq | 
not been practiſed upon them by their Enemies, .it were incredible thatiever Malice (ſhould Chriſtiatsfuf- 
be ſo ingenious to invent, or Cruelty ſo hardned to inflict them. -If all:the Furiesof \ 1) Frat-opinran 
had come forth to ſuggeſt new Tortures, they couldinot- have deviſed - worſe. ' Neither Yadiun g'«- 
was their mere ſuffering ſuch Torments ſo aſtoniſhing, : as their readineſs to encounter them, * & cicem 


3 . - 9. bt . * = . , 9 tf, * 4 
and their Behaviour under them. They maintained their Faith in the preſence of 'the 751m i 4 


T rabicm Bettia- 
moſt formidable Princes. Some who might by Favour, were afraid to eſcape the com- 1, phy ae 
mon Perſecution, eſteeming no Death precious but Martyrdom (q). They contended Db ow: 
earneſtly to ſuffer, and envied others the honourable Ignominy and happy Torments that ne Carnificis 
were endured for their beloved Redeemer. We have an Inſtance of - their Courage in = hes? in 
Tiburtius, who thus ſpake to his Judges; Bind me.to Racks and Wheels, Condeinn: ime; Terr. 19" RY 
Baniſh me, load me with Chains, Burn me, Tear me, omit no kind of Torment. If youBa- 17  _ 
niſh me, the ſmalleſt Corner of the Earth ſhall be to.me as the whole World, becauſe Iſhall 9) gre 
find my God there : If you kill me, by the ſame A you will give me the happy Liberty.I mans, difiwa- 
ſigh after, and deliver me from a Priſon on Farthto reignin Heaven : If you condemn me ding him from, 


: | : : at . ſuffering, Iz- 
to the Fire, I have quenched other Flames in reſiſting Concupiſcence : Ordain what Tor- acre mibi #- 


- ment you pleaſe, it ſhall not trouble me,-;fince my Heart is filled with-Love to ſuffer, and © #94. 


defire it. * They were thankful to thoſe who condemned chem, and regarded their: Eate-o +64 
cutioners with the ſame Eye, as St. Peter did the Angel that'brake-off his Fetters roireſtore 4 Spe Ec- 
him to Freedom. They chearfully received them, as thofe who brought the Keys:bf Pare*( "Trde eft 
diſe in the ſame Hands wherewith they brought thein Swords. - They cntred-into theiFige 910d ibidem 
with Joy, and were not only patient but triumphant /jn! their Sufferivgs z as if they had furters oe: 
been glorified in their Souls, and to the Sufferings of their. Bodies. TI have ſeen; agimus. Tert. 
faith Euſebius, the Executionerstired With tormenting them, lie down:panting/and breath-+ 

ing, and others not leſs fierce, but more freſh, ſucceed in'their. cruet Service : But I 'ne-(f et be 
ver ſaw the Martyrs weary of Sufferings ({), nor: heard-ther; deſire a Trace, much lefs,, 7 waa 
Deliverance from them. If the Judges: were ſoftned with their Blood, and by the force mate 1e#ts, 


of Nature: were compelled to be compallionate, ; ſo! as ito offer 'them a releaſe-ifs they: 


tal! curru tri- 
E: Ps 


would but feign to deny Chriſt 5 They were filled with ladignation, eſteeming igthi worl\ Tertul. I 
Injury, that the Perſecutors expected they, would be gailty of but the Shadow of3Infideli-Pominim an 
ty to their dear Saviour. They were, ambitious ;of ; the longeſt and moſt terrible:Suffer- fere, & au 
1ngs for his ſake to be Martyrs in every Member; They ſang the Praiſes of Chriſt -— 65 Wo 
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7 he Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


FAA ( their Tongues being harmonious with the AﬀeCtions of their Hearts ) in the Flames, 
Chap 21. they preached Him from the Croſſes, they rejoyced in him as their only Good, in the 
midſt of devouring Beaſts. Briefly, they preſerv'd an inviolable Faith to Him, notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt furious Batteries againſt them. The barbarous Enemy might tear their 
Hearts from their Breaſts, but never Chriſt from their Hearts, to whom they were inſe- 

parably united by Love, ſtronger than the moſt cruel Death. 

Now, what leſs than the Divine Power could ſupport them under thoſe Torments, 
which *tis almoſt incredible that Bodies made of Fleſh could endure ? I will not diſpute 
whether it exceeds all natural Force to ſuffer ſuch, from a vicious AﬀeStion of Pride or 
Obſtinacy : but the frequency of it exceeds all natural Poſſibility. 'Twas not impoſlible 
for Mutius Scevola one of the Romans, being tranſported with Indignation for miſſing 
his Deſign, to hold his right Hand unmoved in the Fire, (more grieved at the Error than 

_ the burning of it) to extinguiſh in the King their Enemy all hopes of drawing from him 
the ſecret of his Country by the force of Torments : But though it were but the ſuffering 
of one part, and for a ſhort time, yet it was not poſſible that many thouſands ſuch ſhould 
have been in Rome. For then that fingle Example had been ſo wonderful in all Antiqut- 
ty : But the noble Army of Martyrs who overcame in the moſt bloody Battles was nume- 


OR 


rous beyond account : and compos'd of all forts of Perſons, of the aged and infirm, of 


tender Youths, of delicate Women, of the honourable and obſcure ; Yet in that diffe- 
rence of Ages, and Sexes, and States, there appeared ſuch an equality of Vertue, that it 
was viſible, the ſame Heavenly Spirit inſpired them all with Courage, and by afluring 
them of Eternal Life, made them deſpiſe preſent Death. Such heroical and frequent con- 
ltancy muſt be aſcribed to the Breat?-plate of Faith and Love, of a Czleſtial Temper, 
(t) Latrones wherewith the Almighty had arm'd them (t). 
Hen Bro If it be ſaid that ſome have died for a falſe Religion, ſo that the extraordinary Aſ- 
modi Lacerati- iftance of Heaven was not neceſſary to encourage the Chriſtian Martyrs : the Anſwer 1s 
ps. ow clear, there is a vaſt difference between the number of the Sufferers, and manner of their 
mg por, 
tus edunt «quia . | 
ING 1: Some few moved by Vanity and melancholy, or compell'd, have ſuffered for a falſe 
tia. Nefiri au- Religion, that was authoriſed by the Cuſtom of their Country for many Ages : But 1n- 
rs bong 1; numerable Chriſtians animated by the Example of their Crucified King, freely ſacrificed 


& muliercule themſelves for the teſtimony of the Goſpel upon the firſt Revelation of it, before any 


fortores ſnos . 
Ds —_ humane ReſpeQs gave colour to it. 


& exprimere* 2+ In thoſe who ſuffered for a falſe Religion, were viſible either Fear or Vain-glory, 

illis gemitum Stubbornneſs or Rage ; but the Chriſtians in their greateſt Sufferings expreſt Magnanimi- 

recienis rf: ity without Pride, Conſtancy without Fierceneſs, Patience without Stupidity, and 

5. c. 13 fuch an admirable Compaſſion to their Enemies, as perſwaded ſome of their  Tormen- 
tors to be Companions with them in Martyrdom. 

2. The (uddenneſs and Univerſality of the Change effeCted by the Goſpel, is a ſingle 

Evidence of the Divine Power that attended it. The Apoſtle declares ( Col. 1. 6.) the 

admirable Progreſs of it iz all the World, during his Time. In a few years with incre- 

dible ſwiftneſs it paſt through Judea, Samaria, Syria, Greece, and all the Parts of the 

known habitable World. Tacitus acknowledges that in the eleventh year of Nero, great 

numbers of Chriſtians were at Roxe, at a great diſtance from the Place where the Goſpel 

was firſt preach'd. It appears from the Writings of the Primitive Chriſtians, that in the 

2d. Century after the Death of Chriſt,the Rowan Empire was filled with Chriſtian Churches. 

The World was peopled with a new Generation. Now, what ſecret Power produced that 

ſudden -and univerſal Change? How came it to paſs that the Goſpel, contrary to the 

order of new Things, ſhould be ſo readily receiy'd, and in thoſe Places where the moſt 

inſuperable Obſtacles oppoſed it? In Corizth, the Seat of Luxury and Voluptuouſneſs ; in 


Epheſus, where Idolatry. had its Throne ; in Rome it ſelf, where Honours, Riches, Plea- 


ſures were adored. Moſes with all his great Miracles never conquer'd one Nation to the 
true God. The Phariſees compait Sea and Land to make Proſelyte, Mat. 23. But the Go- 
ſpel in a little time converted many Nations from their Opinions and Manners wherein 
they had been inſtrufted and educated, to thoſe that were not only different, *but contra« 
ry. The Wonderin Eſay was exceeded, That a Nation was bor in a Day : For the World 
was renewed as it were in a moment. Such a quickning univerſal Efficacy was joyn'd 
with the preaching of the Goſpel, that the Power of God was never more vifibly ma- 
nitelted in any Work. Therefore the Apoſtle mentions it as one part of the great My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs, "that Chrif# was believed on in the World, 1 Tim. 3. 16, There is no- 
thing but Supernatural, as in the Birth, ſo in the Progreſs of Chriſtianity, 


* .. 2. The 
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| For although he was the Son of God by his marvellous Conception, and owned 
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3. The laſting Change made by the Goſpel is the effe&t of Infinite Power. Philoſophy ND) 
(u), though maintain'd by the ſucceſſive force of the greateſt Wits, yet declined and Chap 21. 
came to nothing. But Chriſtianity attended only by its own Authority, eſtabliſh'd its (a) K/gp yin 
Dominion, and rais'd an eternal Empire of Truth and Holineſs in the. World, The cimus ctocci- 
Reaſon of Man cannot inſpire into its Productions a Principle of Life; only that Power fn h os. 
which conveys to Man an immortal Soul, can derive to its inſtitutions a Spirit to animate ties metimuwr « 
and preſerve them (x). And this victorious permanent Virtue of the Goſpel is more ad- og _ 
mirable in regard it prevail d without the afliſtance, and againſt the oppoſition of all. Chriftianorum: 
Nothing could effectually reſiſt the ſacred Force of naked Truth. The more it was op- Tert. Fo 6 
preſt, the more it proſper'd. It gain'd Credit and Diſciples by Contradiftion and Per- Porn, " "Ig 
ſecution; it was multiplied by the Deaths of its Followers. The Cloud of Witneſſes difſol- Maximinianus 
ving in a Shower of Blood, made the Church fruitful. For many SpeQtators that ſaw the £7 _ =P 
Chriſtian Faith ſo fiercely perſecuted, from a defire to know the cauſe that made it ſo guſti. Ampii- 
hateful, by ſearching for its ſuppoſed Guilt, found its real Innocence. - And thus to diſ- poo y 5g 
cover the Truth, the Tempeſts it ſuftered were more ſerviceable than the Calm it enjoy- cidentem Im- 
ed. Although ſome Perſecutors | have boaſted of their utter aboliſhing the Chriſtian 27% Roma: - 
Name in all parts of the Empire ; yet thoſe Inſcriptions are the proud Monuments of their oak; An nag | 
Vanity, not Victory. Tyrants are periſh'd, but Truth remains for ever. By which 'tis qui Remp. , 
evident, that as the Goſpel had a higher Principle than what is from below, fo it was aſ- opt = 


fiſted with more than Hymane Power. To ſum up in ſhort what hath been amplified ; 


Hew gloriouſly was the Arm of the Lord revealed in raiſing the World, that for four 


thouſand Years lay in Wickedneſs? What leſs than a Divine Power could ſoften ſuch an 
obſtinate hardneſs, as long cuſtom in Sin brings? What could pluck up Errors that had 
taken ſuch deep root in the Spirits of Men, and were naturaliz'd to them, and plant a Diſ- 
cipline ſo auſtere and thorny to Senſe? Who but the Almighty could caſt out the Devil 
from his Empire ſo univerſally and long uſurpt, and withdraw his Subjedts that were cap- 
tivated by the Terror of Laws, and by the Delights of the Fleſh > What inviſible Power 
made innumerable of the tender Sex, who were not by Temper couragious, nor by Ob- 
ſtinacy inflexible, nay, who were ſo fearful that they could not ſee a drawn Sword 
without afrightment, yet ſo reſolute, as to diſpiſe all the Inſtruments of -Cruel- 
ty 2 What is more aſtoniſhing than to ſee a flock of Sheep encounter and overcome ati 
Army of Lions? This was the Lord's doing, and ought to be marvellous in our Eyes. 
Briefly, the making a Crucified Perſon to reign in the midſt of his Enemies, and to give 
Eaws to the whole Earth, is a Victory worthy the Lord of Hoſts. The Converſion of 
the World to Chriſtianity was the effect of infinite Mercy, and equal Power. | 
Laſtly, The Divine Power ſhall be gloriouſly manifeſted in the compleat Salvation of 
the Church at the end of the World. Jeſus Chriſt as Mediator is inveſted with Sove- 
reign Power in Heaven and in Earth : and in that quality he ſhall exercife it, till our Sal- 
vation is finiſhd. For he muſt reign till be hath put all Enemies under his feet, 1 Cor. 15, 
25. But we ſee not yet all things put under him, Heb. 2. 8. Although thoſe Perſons and 
Things that never degenerated from their Original, are entirely ſubject to him ; the An- 
gels obey his Will, univerſal Nature is govern'd by his Providence; the Heavehs, the 
Earth, the Waters, and all things produced from them, never reſiſt the Dire&ion of 
his Hand ; yet there are others that fell from their Integrity, and ſome things conſequent 
to Man's Rebellion, which either oppoſe the Power of Chriſt, of are not yet aQually 
ſubdued ; and they are the Enemiesof our Salvation, Saran, Sin, and Death. Now the 
perfett freedom of the Church from all theſe, will be the laſt glorious A& of Chriſt's Re- 
gal Office. And 'tis obſervable, the Day of Judgment is called the Day of Redemption, 


- with reſpett to the final accompliſhment of our Felicity, that was purchaſed by the in- 


finite Price of his Sufferings. The Day of Chriſt's Death was the Day of Redemption, 
as to our Right and Title ; for then our Ranſom was fully paid, and 'tis by the immor- 
tal Efficacy of his Bload that we partake of the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God ;, but 


' the aQtual enjoyment of it ſhall beat the laſt day. Therefore the perfetion of all our 


Spirftual Priviledges is referred to that time, when Death our laſt Enemy ſhall be over- 
come. The Apoſtle faith, Row. 8. And not only they, but our ſelves alſo, which have the 
firſi-fruits of dhe Spirit, even we our ſelves, groan within our ſelves, waiting for the Adopti» © 
on; to wit, the Redemption of our Bodies, During the preſent Life, we are taken into 
God's Family, in the quality of his Children ; but the moſt ſolemn A& of our adoption 
ſhall be at the laſt day. In this there is a fimifitude betwixt Chriſt and his Membery : 


while he performed his Miniſtry upon the Earth; yet all the Teſtimonies of God's Fa. 

your to him, were not comparable to the Declaration of itin raiſing him from the Grave + | 

Then in the face of Heaven and Earth, He ſaid, Thow art my Sor, this Day have I begot- 
| of 
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FLUN ten Thee. So in this Life God acknowledges and treats us as his Children, he cloaths us 
| Chap. 21 with the Righteouſneſs of his Son, feeds us with his Word, detends us trom our Spiri- 
VL vil Enemies ; but the moſt publick Declaration of his Favour ſhall be in the next Lite, 
| when all the Childrex of the ReſurreFion ſhall be born in a Day. Add iurther, Although 
the Souls of Believers immediately upon their Separation are received into Heaven, and 
during the Sleep of Death enjoy admirable Viſions of Glory ; yet their Blefſednels iS im- 
perfect, in compariſon of that excellent degree which ſhall be enjoyed at the Reſurreeti- 

on. As the Roman Generals, after a compleat Conquelt, firſt entred the City private- 

/ ly, and having obtained Licenſe of the Senate, made their triumphant Entry with all the 


' Magnificence and Splendour becoming the Greatneſs of their Victories : So after a faithful - 


Chriſtian hath fought the good Fight, and is come off more than a Conqueror, he enters private- 
ly into the Celeſtial City ; but when the Body is raiſed to Immortality, he ſhall then, in 
' the Company and with the Acclamations of the Holy Angels, have a glorious Entry jn- 


to it. I will briefly conſider why the Bodies of the Saints ſhall be raiſed, and how the 
Divine Power will be manifeſted in that laſt Act. | | 


7. The general Reaſon is from God's Juſtice. As the Oeconomy of Divine Provi- 
dence requires there muſt be a future State, when God ſhall fitupon a judicial Throne to 
weigh the Actions of all Men, and render to every one according to their quality ; (o 


'tis as neceſſary that the Perſon be judged, and not one Part alone. The Law commands 


\ © the entire Man compoſed of eſſential Parts, the Soul and Body. And 'tis obeyed or vi- 


olated by both of them. Altho' the Guilt br Moral Goodneſs of Actions 1s chiefly attri-- 


buted to the Sonl, becauſe 'tis the Principal of them, yet the Actions are imputed to the 

(y) 4nimi im- whole Man. The Soul is the Guide, the Body the Inſtrument (y) : 'tis reaſonable there- 
perio Corports fore that both ſhonld receive their recompence. We ſee the Example of this in Humane 
Jun. Sal Juſtice, which is a Copy of the Divine. The whole Man is puniſh'd or rewarded. The 
| Soul is puniſh'd with Diſgrace and Infamy, the Body with Pains: the Soul is rewarded 
with Efteem and Honour, the Body with external Marks of Dignity. Thus the Divine 


Juſtice will render to every oye according to the things done in the Body, whether good or 
evil, 2 Cor. 5. 10. - _ 

2. The ſpecial reaſon of the Saints Reſurre&ion is their Union with Chriſt : for he is 
not only our Redeemer and Prince, but our ſecotid Adam, the ſame in Grace as the firſt 
was in Nature. Now as from the firſt, the Soul was deſtroyed by Sin, and the Body by 
Death ; ſo the ſecond reſtores them both- to their Primitive State, the one by Grace, the 
other by a glorious Reſurre&ion. Accordingly the Apoſtle faith, r- Cor. 15. 21. that by 
Man came Death, and by Man came the ReſurreFion from the Dead. Chriſt removed the 


moral and natural impoſſibility of our glorious Reſurrefion : the Moral by the infinite 
Merit of his Death, whereby Divine Juſtice is ſatisfied, that otherwiſe would not per- 
mit the Guilty to be reſtored to eternal Life: and the Natural, by his rifing from the 
Grave to a glorious Immortality. For his infinite Power can do the ſame in all Believers. 
'Tis obſervable, the Apoſtle infers the ReſurreQion of Believers from that of Chriſt, not 
only as the Cauſe but the Original Example. For the Members'muſt be conformed to the 
Head, the Children to their Father, the younger to the elder Brother. Therefore he is 
called the firſt fruits of them that ſlept, 1 Cor. 15. and the firſt-begotten of the dead, Rev. 1. 
In Chriſt's Reſurrection ours is fo fully aſſured, that' the Event is infallible. Now no 


leſs than infinite Power is requiſite to raiſe the Bodies of the Saints from the Duſt, and 
to transform them into the ſimilitude of Chriſts. 


1. Io raiſe them. Nothing is more aſtoniſhing to Nature, than that the Bodies which 
after ſo many Ages in the perpetual Circulation of the Elements have paſt into a thou- 


ſand different Forms, one part of them being reſolved into Water, another evaporated 
(z) Imperſelte 1NtO Air, another turned into Duſt, ſhould be reſtored to their firſt State (z). What 
Oe Rs Wiſdom 1s requiſite to ſeparate the Parts ſo mixt and confounded 2 What Power to re- 
ſolatia, ne De- compole them ? What Virtue to reinſpire them with nefv Life? It may ſeem more dif- 
_—— ficult than to revive a dead Body whoſe Organs and matter is not changed, of which we 
nec ſibi tet have Examples in the Scripture. When the Spirit of the Lord placed Ezekzel in the 
mortem conſetſ- rid(t of a Valley cover'd with Bones, and cauſed him to conſider attentively their Num- 
+ales eternits. O0T Which was very great, and their extreme Dryneſs, he ask'd him, Whether theſe Bones 
ze donare, nec could live £ Ezek. 37. 4, 5, 6. upon which, as one divided and ballanced between the 
revcare defi” ſeeming Impoſlibility of the thing in it ſelf, and the conſideration of the Divine Power 
2.c.79, to whichnothing is impoſlible, he anſwered, Lord, thou knoweſt. Upon this God com- 

manded him, to propheſie upon thoſe Bones, and ſpeak to them, as if they had been endu- 

ed with Senſe and Underſtanding: O ye dry Bones, hear the Word of the Lord : Thus ſaith 
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in Contriving Man s Redemption. _ 289 
the Lord God unto theſe Bones, Behold, I will cauſe Breath to enter into you, and ye ſhall ag? 
live. And [ will lay Sinews upon you, and will bring in Fleſh upon you, and cover you with Ng 
Sin, and put Breath in you, and ye ſhall live, and ye (hall know that I am the Lord. And 
i:nmediately there was a general Commotion among them, they joyned together, the Si- 

news and Fleſh came upon them, and the Skin covered them. And upon a ſecond Pro- 

phecy they were all inſpired with the Breath of Life, and ſtood up an exceeding great 


' Army. Now whether this was teally repreſented to his outward Senſes, or only by the 


Efficacy of the Spirit to his Imagination, no doubt ſo ſtrange a Spettacle vehemently af- 
fected him ; as with Joy in hope of the miricutous Reſtoration of Iſrael, which that Vi- 
fion foretold, fo with admiration of the Divine Power. But when the Trumpet of the _ b 
Arch-Angel ſhall ſound the univerſal Jubilee (a), and call forth the Dead from all their @ 7 L's 
Receptacles, when the Elements, as faithful Depoſitories, ſhall effeCtively reſtore what Ju 


quid oculis no- 
was committed by them, how admirable will the Power of God appear? _ - His bebetibus 
2. No leſs than Infinite Power is able to change the raiſed Bodies into the likeneſs of {0m 


| hs 2 Corpus onme ſi- 
Chriſts. The Apoſtle ſpeaks with an exaggeration of it: For owr Converſation is in Hea- ve arecit in , 


Vile Body, that it may be faſhioned like unto his Glorious Body, according to the working ſolvitur, velin 
whereby he is able to ſubdue all things to himſelf. This Reſemblance will be only in the Per- 5h 

ſor of Believers. All Men ſhall riſe to be judged, but not all to be transformed. There ju nidwom te 
IS a ReſurreQion to Death as. well as to Life. Unhappy Reſurre&ion! which only matr, ſubdu- 
ſerves to make the Body the food of eternal Death. But the Saints who endeavour. to conſe. 
be like to Chriſt in Purity, ſhall chen have a perfe& conformity to hum in Glory and Im- run cuſtodia 


mortality. How glorious the Body of Chriſt is, we may conjeCture in part by what' the 7447; 


| Apollle relates to Aerippa, AQ. 26. 13.' At mid-day, O King, I ſaw in the way a op 


from Heaven above the brightneſs of the Sun, ſhining round about me; which was no other 
but the Light of the Face of Chriſt that ſtruck him with Blmmdneſs. One Ray of this 
refleting upon the firft Martyr St. Stepher: in his Sufferings, gave an Angelical Glory to 
his Countenance. And St. John tells us, x Joh. 3. 2. When he appears, we ſhall be like 
him. He alludes to the rifing of the Sun, but with this difference : when the Sun a 
pears in the Morning, the Stars are made inviſible z but the Bodies of the Saints (ball be 
clothed with a Sun-like luſtre, and ſhine in- the midſt of Chriſt's Glory. Omnipotency 
alone that ſubdues all things, can raiſe and refine them from their Droſs unto ſach an ad- 
mirable Brightneſs. The Angels will be ſurprized with wonder to ſee millions of Stars 
{pring ns of the Duſt. The Lord Fefes Chrifh will be admir'd in af them that believe, 
4 The. 1. 10: | ohne | 

2. Their Bodies (hall be raiſed to a glorious Immortality. In this the general Reſur- 
rettion 1s different from that which was particular, as of Lazarzns. . By the one Death 
was overcome and put to flight, only for ſome time ; for his fecond Life was no more 
exempt from Death than his firſt ; But by the other, Death ſhall be ſwallowed up in ViFory, 
1 Cor. 15. 54. and loſe its force for ever. Then ſhall our true Joſhua be magnifted in 
the ſight of the whole World, and the glorions number of Saints ſhall caſt their Crowns 
at his Feet, and ſing the triumphant Song, Thou haſt redeem'd us to God by thy Blood, and 


reſcued us by thy Power from all our Enemies, and art worthy of Honour, and Glory, and 


Bleſſing for ever, | - 
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ven, fag whence alſo we look for the Saviour the Lord Jeſolt Chrift, who ſhall change' our payne 5" : 
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Inference, The extraordinary working of the Divine Power is 4 convincing 
proof of the Verity of the Chriſtian Religion. The internal Excellencies of it 
are clear Marks of its Divinity, to the purified Mind. The external Opera- 
tions of God's Power were requiſite to convince Men in their corrupt State, 
that the Do&trine of the Goſpel came from God. The miraculous owning of 


moſt important Article of the Goſpel, and the demonſtration of all the reſt. 
How waluable the Teftimony of the Apoſtles is concerning it. That 'twas 
impoſſible they ſhould deceize, or be deceived, The quality of the Witneſſes 
conſidered. There cannot be the leaft reaſonable ſuſpicion of them. 'Tis ut- 
terly incredible that any bumane temporal Reſpes moved them to feign the 
Reſurretion of Chrifl, The Nature of the Leftimony confidered. It was of 

. # matter of Fac, and werified to all their Senſes. The Uniformity of it 
ſecures us there was no Corruption in the Witneſſes, and that it was no Illu- 
fron. They ſealed the Trmth of it with their Blood, The Miracles the Apo- 
files did in the Name of Chrift, a ftrong demonſtration that be was raiſed 
to a glorious Life, That Power was continued in the Church for a time. 
The Concluſion, how reaſonable it is to give an entire Aſſent to the Truth of 
Chriſtianity. *Tis deſperate Infedelity not to believe it ; and the bigheft mad- 

_ weſs to pretend to believe it, and to live in Diſobedience to it, 


. 


1.T ROM what hath been diſcourſed concerning the extraordinary working of the 

L Divine Power, we have a moſt convincing proof of the Verity of the Chriſtian 

Religion. For ſince God hath by ſo many miraculous Effedts, the infallible Indications 

of his Favour to the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, juſtified his Dofrine, no reaſonable doubt 

can remain concerning it. Indeed the internal Excellencies of it, which are viſible to 

the purged Eye of the Soul, are clear Marks of its Divinity. The Myſtery of our Re- 
demption is made up of various parts, in the Union of which ſuch an evident Wiſ- 

dom appears, that the rational Mind, unleſs enſlaved by Prejudice, muſt be raviſh'd into 

(6) vil Mr. a compliance (b). Even that which moſt offends Senſe, the Meanneſs of our Saviour's 
6exterex- Condition in the World, and the Miſeries to which he wasexpoſed, do ſo perfe&ly cor- 
count of the Teſpond with his great Deſign to make Men holy and heavenly, that it appears to be the 
ants, © ec of moſt wiſe Counſel. His Death on the Croſs is ſo much not unbecoming God, 
as an infinite Love and unconceivable Compaſſion is becoming him. And ſuch a Beauty 

of Holineſs ſhines in the moral part, as clearly proves God to be its Author. It denoun- 

ces War againſt all Vices and commands every Vertue. All that is excellent in humane 


Reaſon did not reach to, it fully deſcribes, in order to the Glory of God, and the Hap- 
pineſs of Man. Now as God, the Author of Nature, hath by Taſtes and Smells, and o- 


| living Creatures, ſo he hath much more diſtinguiſh'd Objetts that are ſaving from dead- 
ly, that is, the true Religion from the falſe, by undoubted Evidences to any who will 
exerciſe their Spiritual Senſes, and ſincerely defire to know and obey it. And thatall the 
3 wiſe and holy embraced it in the face of the greateſt Diſcouragements, is an unanſwera- 
3 ble Argument that 'tis pleaſing to God. For how is it poſſible that the good God ſhould 
' | ſuffer thoſe to fall into mortal Error, who from an ardent AﬀeCtion to him deſpis'd what- 
| ever-is amiable or terrible in the World 2 How is it poſſible he ſhould deny the knowledge 
of Himſelf to thoſe, to whom he gave ſuch a pure Love to Himſelf? 
- _ But the humane Nature in its corrupted State is contrary both to the Dodtine of the 
Goſpel, that propounds Supernatural Verities hard to believe, and to the Commands of 
it, that enjoins things hard to do: For this reaſon 'twas neceflary that God by ſome ex- 


ternal Operations, the undeniable Effe&s of his Power, ſhould diſcover to the World 
his approbation of it. ; 


Now 


Chriſt by the whole Divinity from Heawen. The Reſurreion of Chriſt the _ 


Inſticutions it delivers with infinite more Authority and Efficacy : And what natural 


ther ſenſible Qualities, diſtinguiſh'd things wholeſome from noxious, even to the loweſt 
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declared from Heaven on the whole Divinttys "Theres are. Hh that: bra "Rd He $A 2« | 
ven, the Father, the Word, ard the Holy Ghoſt, and whe three aie'One 40) The PN 
Father teſtified by a Voice'as loud as Thunder at his Bapciſm and'F Ant 
3. 17. Thou"art wy toy ; i whom 1 1n-well ied. | 


-parition to P al, Ag 7 of' by hen heſtruck him to thie Farch with theſe: W or ds; "hy p Fe 
- ; 


ſecureſt thou'me 2 The Light wasſo radfawt; the Voicelo-ſtrong, the ne Ty At64 
fo ;s it and ſenſ! ble, that we noe Ld of God: And he manifeſted himklfeo Kr, 


was ſent from God to aye the FM orld.. k will Garicekat "CD effect; 
vine Power, -the ReſurreQion of Chriſt, this being the tric int'Article of the O9- 
ſpel; and the Demonſtration of all the reſt.” For 'tis Dr cold thi 30d wouHd 
by his Almighty Power have raid hitn from the Grave toa'glofions' Life, Cand'it is 
impoſſible he ſhould be otheriwiſe) If he had taken che'Natne of the'Son' vf God in vain, 
and artogated to himſelf Divine Honour, and only pretetided that he'was ſent from Him: 
By the Reſurreftion He was declared to'b4 the Som of 'Gdil with Power, Rom, 1.4." For 'that 
being the proof of his Miſzos, juſtifes the Truth 6f his DoQrine, and particularly of th 
quality of God's Son Which he always atttibured- to Nitnſclf, Now Finddeliy opject, 
that we who'live in the preſeit Age have no ſenſible: Teſtimony that Chriſt is riſeh,. und 
what affurances there, that the Apoſtles who repotced it were -not Decelvers'or Ueccived d - 
| In anſwer to this, I will briefly ſhew how:'valuable the Teſtimony of the Apaſ les 4s, and "|_* 
worthy of all Acceptatidh 5: arid that 'twas- equally itppſlible they ſhoull be eeceiyed, Eo, 
or intend to deceive. + | 
. His Death is teſted by his Enethies. Tatar a Pagar relates that heſuffered vnder Pow- _ 
tes Pile.” And the Jew? to this day are ſo tinhappy as to. boaſt ot on. the wiſts 
of his Cracifixion, - and call him by a Namie that is the mibrk of this Pum(himerxt 


Reſurreftion they peremptorily deny. Now the Apoſtles beirtg ſent to cokweren he World, 


were tolay this down as the Foundation of their Predchinge;' that Jefus Chriſt Was: ralſe ap 
fron the deud, that all rnightField Fair atid Obedienice to-flim;':-This'was the 
Charge, as St: Poter declares; AZ. x: 2b, #43" herefave of>rheſs Mei which Beve- compliant». 
6 with ns all the Hme that the Lord Feſhs went in welohrla | "a; 1+," beghnuing {+ pr the Bay- 
iſm of Johiri,” ' keto HheJime Day Hhat' be widh Yr Up fron nr, waſt-be one ordeined to be # 
Witieſs U bis RefurreSion. &y wefett odritic arid Life, His Mi- 
'Siifferjngs;' Veit pritapally eto y Sth money Gs oil fealtitiSt; Par, who was 
vxeraoraatilly Ariiteed ito their 'Ofler)thed's idhpatulons'Sight of Chriſt from Heaveh - 
Claſt-6}  barleon ro- w#, 1 Cor: 15-8. )' teſtify :it49/the World.” - Now for out fill = 
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of - Sd} Pots cannot rotably preg S.- hap 
goth SS: WoW he : an oa on Erie; ſober, Honeſt a1 
*whole#l TE EEO ions, thir-their mbſt2Hipne | 
faries could never faſten an Accuſation-upon them. Indeed if their carnal NSN _ 
been comgenad, there might have been ſome coloured Objettions a; ainſt their Teſtimo-_ _ 
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ecitta?yt to Marute;! thete. iaſt Inref waned foregh: Confident for 
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the" Univerial Mefves eo thveire Fables are Honor, Rithies, or 
'""Bbt one of theſe C6101 polfibly'move tte MpoPles to feign the Reſirre of. 
Chriſt, Not to infilt on the Meanneſs of their Extra&tion and Education; who hid onl; 
L l 


j & ” P 4 > Wb oo RA ey 093, $a, \ 
5B Y 47. d p EIT og «> TU PE IT F* "oak - 9 nk hae if; Þ LE KS Pong 
; " þ CO TIA tg ua 30 8 hs ES DER CRT TONY OS PR tes _ TSR vos B36 rt Wh 
4 2; Hat aarrhet THIEN tg I EV. V A HIS Bun nad $ees we AR aan Fo So 3nd Fs % w% 
Wits 9; Wo DE AY ON SITE 4 ee ED ta Fn WR. T : 
* IX od 4 wy 


NT OLI TIT ev Me ( 
OLI ANG hb © p. 
Re Ts hue og” &| $10 Ih o = F s 
Tat WS " 
A F * 


. Tt was ah ocular Teſtimony, which as it-makes the ſtrongeſt impreſſion upon the Spe- 
Qator, ſo upon the Belief of others. Thus St. Job, (1 Joh. I. I.) That which we have . 
ſeen with'our Eyes, which we have looked on, declare we unto you. And that they were not 
deceived, we have great certainty z for Jeſus had converſed a long time with them before 

his Death, and their Reſpe&t and Love to Him, and after their Compaſſion had deeply en- 

graved the lineaments of his Viſage in their: Memories z and: He preſented himſelf not ma- 
uy ny Years, but three Days after his Abſence, ſo that it was impoſlible.they ſhould have 
.* *orgothis Countenance. 'He appeared to them not once or. twice, but many times, and 
not ſuddenly as a flaſh of Lightning that preſently vaniſheth, but converſt with them fa - | 
_. miliarly for forty days. And 'tis gbſervable, the Apoſtles themſelves were not eaſily wrought 
on to believe this Truth. - WheFthe Teſtimony of the Angels affured them that He was 
riſen, they received it with, doubting, wonder,, and. troubled joy, and were ſu- 
ſpended between Hopes. and Fears: And'at his firſt Appearance they were, ve- 
hemently ſurpriz'd. They ſaw- Him die on - the Croſs three days before, (Luke 
24+. 37,39; 43+), and their Memories were till filled with the frightful Images 
of hhis:Sul erings,. ſo - that they were. ballanced' between: the preſent teſtumony of Senſe, 
| and the freſh remeinbrance of what they had ſeen..; "Therefore He juſtified the truth of 
his ReſurreQion toall their Senſes. He diſcourſed with them, made them pounds 
(1 Joh. 1. 1.) eat and drink with them, ſo that 'twas impoſſible they ſhould be deceived 
confirmed 


unjel willingly Thus by the wiſe diſpenſation of God, their doubting ha 
__; Thirdly, The Uniformity of the Teſtimony makes it valuable upon a double account, 
wr rl ſecures us, there was no corruption in the Witneſſes. Secondly, That i 


058 T he: Harmony of the Dune Attributes | 
3 " An" ſeen Boats and Nets, and conversd with Lakes and Fiſhes, whereas Ambition uſually 
I Chap. 22+ ſprings up in Perſons of high Birth and Breeding z tis evident that no reſpect to. humane 
b. —V Praiſe excited them, ſince they attributed the Dodrine of the Goſpel, that ſhould give 
4 | them Reputation in the World, to the Holy Spirit, and aſcribed:the Glory of their mira- 
Y culous Adions entirely to the Divine Power. When the People of Lyſtra would have 
4 given Divine Honour to St. Pa#/, AQ. 3. 12,13. he diſclaimed it with abhorrency : Ahd 
3 Preſently after, thoſe who would have adored him as a God, ſtoned him as.a MalefaQor, 
3 . "AT. 4. 10. he choſe rather to be their Sacrifice than their Idol. Befides, how could they 
2 | .expett tobe great or rich by'declaring, that One who came to ſuch a Tragical End in the 
F. face of the World was raiſed to Life, when the hands of the Jews were ſtill bloody with 
| the Wounds of their Maſter, and their Hearts ſo enraged againſt all that honoured his 
3g Name, as to excommunicate them for execrable Perſons. It had been as extravagant to 
3 | have deſigned the acquiring of Reputation or Riches by their preaching, as for 
F one to-throw himſelf into a mien Furnance to be cooled and refreſhed, And that 
A - Pleaſure could not be their Aim is manifeſt: For they met with nothing but Poverty and 
I Perſecution, with Derifion and Diſgrace, with Hardſhips and all the effects of Fury, 
E which they willingly endured rather than ceaſe from preaching, ar deny what they had 
b preached. ' Their unheard-of Reſolution to forſake their Native Country, and travel to 
3 _ all the known parts of the Earth, to convey the Dodtrine of Jeſus Chriit, isa ſtrong De- 
Y -monſtration that they believed it tobe true, and of infinite moment, moſt worthy of all 
E the dangers to which they voluntarily expoſed themſelves. Never did Ambition or Ava- | 
| rice, «the moſt aCtive Paſſions, cauſe Men to be more diligent, than they were to commu- 
| - nicate the Knowledge of our Saviour to all Nations. Now what greater aſſurance can 
I we poſlibly receive that they were ſincere in their Report? 
| Secondly, The nature of the Teſtimony makes it very credible. _ Os 
B 1. It was of a matter of Fat. If it had been ſome high Speculation of univerſal 
3 Things abſtra&ted' from matter, and above the cognizance of the Senſes, there might be 
5 ſome pretence to obje&t, That the Diſciples, unexerciſed in Sciences, were deceived b 
3 the Subtilty of their Maſters But 'tis a ſingular Thing, of which the Senſes are the mo | 
E ; faithfal Informers, and competent Judges. ' | 
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| TI. That there was no Corruption in the Witneſſes. The moſt prudent. way to diſco- 
ver the falſity of a Teſtimony, is to interrogate the Witneſſes: ſeverally, to ſee if there be 
any contradidtion- between them.,.-Rut if they concur not only. as to the Subſtance but 
Circumſtances, their-Depoſition, is very credible. Now the Apoſtles exaQtly agreed in 
their Teſtimony, as appears by the ſeveral Goſpels, in which, .altho' wrote in divers 
rumes and places, yet there is an admirable Har-rony not only as tothe Fatt it ſelf, but the 
leaſt Particularities. Eee wits, ore an 0 < 

2. The 


in » Gomtrroing A an's. "Redemprion, 


4 
: Re © EIS Pg 
Lao 5 "4 49 Se Be OO, . 0 


2. The je Agreement of ſo many, proves it was'no Illuſion that Jepended on fancy to Yr ef} 
its Exiſtence z for deceptions of the Brain are not common to many at once as viſible Yor . Ch P- 2 
dies are, but ſingular, becauſe of the variety of Fancies. If He-had only appear 


ſome Perſons ſeparately, carral Reaſon, which is ingenious to; deceive ie (of; mightob> 
ject that' it was-only: the effett of a diſtempered Fancy, | and/no real. objett of Senſe, But 
alive He had ſhewn Himſelf to ſome of the Diſciples apart, and that holy Company was 
met together, uniting the ſeveral ſparks, | to encourage their hopes of his Refurre@ioh, 
He came to, them all together, and for many days converſed with thern. Now who can 
believe that ſo many ſhould be-obſtrufted with Melancholy for ſo long time,; ſo as con- 
ſtantly to remain under-the power af:a'Deluſion ? Beſides, He afterwards appeared to : 
Foe hundred at once: and\how: could* ſuch a number of different Ages, Sexes, Tenge: 
rameats be at the ſame time ſtruck with the ſame Imagination > - 
Add further, If a ftrong Imaginatiori had deceived them by Melwickoh, there wnanld 
have been ſome diſcoveries of that Humour in theit "wrogge For 'tis impoſſibfe that the 
Mind fo indiſpoſed; ſhould for a woot time at a ee \ Bue in' the whole courſe of 
their Lives not | be leaſt extra al was tempered with Prudence, 
their Innocence was without Folly, them RE Doierfaion was becoming their great Office. 
And ofthis we have anqueſtionable Evidence: For otherwiſe ſo many Perſons of excel- 
lent Wiſdom had never been perſwaded by them to embrace Chriftianity ; neither had'their 
Enemies ſo furiouſly perſecuted them : 'For 'tis beyond belief that hy had fo far extin- 
guiſhed the Sentimencs of Humanity, as to treat the Apoftles as the moſt guilty Criminals; 
whom they knew to be diſtrated, and therefore worthy of Compaſſion rather Ghai Ha- 
tred.”*:: © 
But if'it be obj ected, that it might be a Phantaſom, or ſolid Body formed according to 
the likeneſs of Chris, that abuſed ' the 'Apoſtles, and after forte time withdrew it ſelf ; 
the vanity of the Objedion i is very apparent: For ſuch-at effe& conld 'not be without the 
ration ofa Spiritual Cauſe. Now the good Angels cannot be guiley of falſhood, of | 
which they had been in that repreſentation: For He that a ors dechr'd himſelf zo be 
Jef that fuffer'd ; neither would the evil ufe ſuchan A \Fhe old Serperit was too 
—_ to promote the belief of Chriſt's ReſurreQion, which. is the Foundation of 
' an inftitution moſt -hohy,:; that! would: | his Alfars; diſcredit his Qridles, 
ng) Oory ts to God, and Happineſs to Man, 'to:bbth'; whic:bei is.. Eertgly.. Ipr 
by all'w retherewas'ho deceit in the Subje& nor: Qbjelt. Ei 
. 4. They oat' ie-with heir Blood. . This laft- proof confirmd-atlvhe- other. - If' Por 
fon of clear fame aſſert a thing, 'which)hv'is ready to tnaintain-with:the loſs of his Life; 
there is no-reaſon to doubt of the trath 'of: his Depoſition. 'Tis' no: wondep that Philo: 
| Ttraqus," a bold 'Gretiax, to: ſhew his Art,” painted: Applionize Thavent'as a Demi God; ex- 
empted-from Death, : and cloathed' with Immortality; - But if:'he chad been drawti. from 
his Study, : where he dreſt-that 1dol of Iniquity, to-appear. before the Magiſtrates to give 
an accountiof the trath of bis Relation, he certainly would have renounced his/pr, tend- 
| __ ed Hero rather than have given his Lite for a Lie. ' Now the Apoſtesiendut'd the' mo 
| cruel Death, to confirmthe truth of their Teſtimony. | And whabevakd.poſhbly: ac 
themitc-it; if they. had not been certain of his Reſurrettion?: CoulibLove to trirhend 
Maſter animate them to ftiffer for the:honour:' of hisName?: This .is: 
romisd'thac He Would riſe the Thind Day, [and Es to'Ho 
ary Bo that if He hadifain incke v6 ttenneſs © 
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oat i Gf Re this preat'Fronhibeyond- alt doube; ſintecheyc parted withitheis 
| Lives atheinbfG! Gow p Fellionin ths World; fri? and-iwtiich isrinfinitely move; 
if Dowohinns ;ehey we indybe deprived of Eterngl Life in-obe next? fn-(liorr; fince 
2 the Cenlon never was ah: ny{(6tlear and; k; the Divine PFrovidenco foiog- 
deringxlio Cixcimſtances;' thao denitESidence ſhould-beppove:aibfuſpicion, Neither! did 
itieven happen, thatany ding hemp fo many; i andiych':werthy: Perſons, was :&vey 


| faſpeditdhnmulileſs FoonÞ beats. ©7Tis the rtloltumreaſorable Whifneſs not ts yic{d 
| intire Aﬀent to it. For there would be no ſecure Foundation of determinin 


weighty Caſes, if we ſhould doubt of Things reported by the moſt le crcumipet 
| Perſons, ſince we can be certified by our Senſes but of a few Objedts. 
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ASA - I ſhall only add, That the Apoſtles did many and great Miracles in the Name of Chriſt, 

Chap. 22+ which was the ſtrongeſt demonſtration that He was rais'd toa glorious Lite. They were 

WS inveſted bythe Spirit with the habits of various Tongues. This kind of Miracle was ne- 

ceſſary for the univerſal preaching of the Goſpel : For how difficult and obſtruQtive had 

it been to their Work, if they muſt have return'd tv their Infant-ſtate, to learn the ſig- | 
nification of foreign Languages, to pronounce the words in their original Sound, and the : 
Accents proper to their Country ? Therefore the Holy Spirit, according to the Promiſe of | 

Chriſt, deſcended upon them, and- became their Maſter, and in a moment impreſt on 

their Memories the forms of diſcourfing, and on their Tongues the manner of expreſling 

them. Wherever the Doftrine of Jeſus was preach'd, God bare them witneſs both with Signs 

and Wonders, and with divers Miracles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own will. 

When St. Peter paſs'd through the Streets, fill'd with Perſons diſeaſed and half dead, he 

cauſed an univerſal ReſurreCtion, by ai. them with his reviving ſhadow. They 

tamed Serpents, and " axmpba the malignity of their Poiſon; they commanded-Death to 

leave its Prey, and life to return to its manſion that was not habitable for it. And that 

miraculous Power continued in their Succefſors ſo long as was requiſite for the conviction 

of the World. Juſtin Martyr, Irenens, Tertulſian, Origen, Cyprian, mentions divers Mi- 

 racles perform'd by Chriſtians in thoſe times. Tertu[ar offers to the Emperor, to whom 

he addreſt his admirable Apology, to compel the Devils that poſleſt Hxmane Bodies to con- 

feſs themſelves to be evil Spirits, and thereby conſtrain the Prince of Darkneſs to enligh- 

ten his own Slaves. And Cyprier affures the Governour of Africa that he would force the 

Devils to come out of the Bodies they tormented, lamenting their ejetion. Now we 

cannot imagine they would fo far diſcredit their Dorine and Reputation, as to pretend 

to ſach a Power without they had it. In ſhort, to deny the Miracles wrought by the 

Primitive Chtiſtians, were as great raſhneſs, as to deny that ys conquer'd Poxepey, or 

that Titus ſucceeded Veſpaſiar. For we have the concurrent Teftimony of the erdveſt and 

beſt Men, of Underſtanding and Conſcience, who. were Eye-witnefſes, and which was 

- not.contradiced by thoſe of the ſame Age. Briefly, There are ſuch clear Chara&ers of the 

Divine Hand to render the Goſpel authentick, that to deny it to be true, is to make Oil « 


Lyar. | | 

The Concluſcon is this, We ſee how reaſonable it is to give an entire afſent to the truth 
of Chriſtianity. The Nature of the Dodrine that is perfeQly Divine, declares its Origi- 
nal. *Tis confirmed by Supernatural Teſtimonies. The Dodrine diſtinguiſhes the Mi- 
racles from all falſe wonders, the illafions of Satan, and the Miracles confirm the DoQrine. 
What donbt can there be after the fall depoſition'of the Spirit in raifing Chriſt from the 
* Grave ; in qualifying the Apoſtles, who were rude and ignorant, with Knowledge, Zeal, 
ey i Charity, and all Graces requiſite for their great Enterpriſe, andin converting the 
World by. their Miniſtry and Miracles? If we believe not ſo clear a Revelation, onr Infi- 
delity 1s deſperate. When our Saviour was upon the Earth, the Meanneſs and Poverty of 
his appearance lefſened their Crime, who did not acknowledge and honour him in the 
diſguiſe of a Servant: 'Therefore they were capable of favour. Many of his bloody Per- | 
; ſecutors were converted and faved by the oeorg or tu Apoſtles. But fince the Holy | 
Ghoſt hath convinced the World by ſo ſtrong a Light of Sin, guy and Judg- 
ment, viz. That Jeſus, whom the Fews moſt unworthily crucified, was the Son of God ; 
that in dying, He purchaſed the Pardon of Sin? fince he is riſen and received to. Glory, 
That all Power ix Heaven and Earth is given to Him, the effe& of which is moſt viſible : 
forſpiritual Wickednefſes trembled at his Name, were expelled from their Dominions, and 
ſent to their old-Priſon to: ſuffer the Chains and Flames due to them: To refuſe his Teſti- 
mony, 13 2 degree of Qbſtinacy not far:diſtanc' from the Malice of the Devils, and puts 
Men without the reſerves of pardoning Mercy. ' And: 'tis not a ſlight, ſuperficial. Belief 
of this great Truth that is fafticient,! but that which is powerful in making us univerſally 
obedient to our Glorified-Redeemer, who will diſtribute Crowns to all his faithful Ser- 
vants. ' We cannot truly believe his Refiirreftion,without believing his Dodrine,:nor be+ 
lieve his Dodrine without unfeigned Defires after the eternal Felicity it promiſes, nor 
 defice that Felicity without a fincere compliance to his Commands in order tothe obtain- 
ing it. - I»ſbort, 'tis Infidelity aPproac aching Madneſs, not to believe the Truth of the Go- 
ſpelt; but tis Madneſs of -an hi er kind and more prodigious, to d to believe it, 
and yet-to live-in diſobedience to its Precepts, in contempt of its Promiſes and Threat- | 

nings,/-a$1f it wetea meer Fable. '_ X23) 1401 7 317 


CHAP. 


is broke forth like the Sun through all the Clouds that ſeemed to obſcure it; © Mh 


ſows: of his a Nare i” than | Not that God 1 1$ 


in in Gmirioing 77 7 s " Redengeion, 


—_— 


PR ———_ _—_—— 


CHAP. XXU 


The Honour f Ged's Truth with re ſpe$ to the Legal Threatniog, Was prefered 
in the Death of Chrift The Divine Truth with reſpe& to the Proniiſet' and 
Types of Chriſt under the Law, was juſtified in bis Coming, «xd the accompliſh. 
Ke of onr Redemption by bim. Some ſpecial! PrediRtions conſidered that reſpe& 
the time of bis Coming. The particular Cirenmſtances that reſpe& the Meſſiah) 
are verified in Jelus Chriſt. The Conſequents of the Meſſiah's coming} fore- 
fold by the ry at are all come to poſe. The Types of the Law are compleat 

in Chriftl. A particular Confideration of Manna, the Rock, and the brazen 

Serpent, 4s they referred to bim. The Paſchal Lamb tered... 4 foart Pa- 

rallel between Melchiſedec and Chrift. The Divinity of the Goſpel proved, 

rene, with the preſent Truth, and Predifliont with 


by comparing the ancient 
the Buems. The Hoppineſs of Chriſtians above the Jews, in the clear Reve- 


Ition of our Saviour to them. From the accompliſhment of Prophecies contern-. 


| ing the firſt ans, of Chriſt, our F aith ſhould be a on in the P rh EPA of 
bis ſecond. ot 


He Origi . 4D; Law given to Man it Paradiſe had a ſevere Penalty ahtient, that upoti 

the firſt breach of it he ſhould die. The end of the Th was to preſerve iti 

him a conſtant reverence of the Command. After his Diſobedience, the' honotif, of the 
Divine Truth was concerned as to the inflicting the Puiiiſhmenit. For altho' the' Sup 
Lawgiver hath power over the Law to relax the Puiiiſhment 4s eo particular Perſons 5 y 
having declared that according to that Rule He would proceed in Judgment with ban; 
the on of his Truth required, that Sin ſhould be puniſhed in ſuch's tpariner, - -chat 
his Righteouſneſs and Holineſs might eminently appear, and the reaſonable Creature fot 
ever fear to offend Him. Now the God of Truth hath by the Death of his only. Soi fo 
compleatly anſwered the Ends of the legal Threatning, that thie Glory of that Atttibate 


Truth meet together, Righteouſneſs and Peate ki kiſs each other. Of this 'l have ſo largely 
treated neu. that I ſhall v1 nothing more concerning it. There isa Seeondiay reipt 
wherein the Truth of God js concerned, as to the accompliſhing: out Redemption” 
Jeſus Chriſt, which I will briefly ex licate. God having decteed the ſending '@ 

Son in the quality of Mediator to purchaſe our Salvation, was pleaſed by ſeveral Promt- 


| fes to declare his merciful ſe, and by. various Types to ſhew the defign of that glo- 


oy MT, before the exhibition of it. "This was the effect of his Supreme Wiſdom and 
Goodnels | 
Firſt, To comply with the weakneſs of the Church, when 'twas hewly fc pitted from 


the World. For, as a ſudden ſtrong Light over-powers the Eye that: backed Eg win 


x1 had been above the capacity of the 
ince: Light mixe with $þ " dows wa 
proportionable to their Sight. Therefore 'he was pleaſed by ſeveral Repreſentations ani 
Predidtions to exerciſe the] Faith, entertain the Hope , nd excite Defites of tis ople:be 
fore the accompliſhment of our Salvation by his Son KF TR: OT 
Secondly, To render the belief of it.eafie and certa afterwards. Now forthe: Rongur 
of his Truth, he was engaged to make good his Word: For altho' pure Love, ahd Mer- 
cy is the Original of all God's Promiſes to x pt IIs Trae and Fidelity ar&-the rea 
erthe@b tioh of a a Lay : 


the dark, ſo the fall bright Revelation of the 
Church, when 'twas firſt freed from a ſtate of Ign 


ning © vation. by Chriit,. 1 vs 
on: "For die is as tots in his Will, ee In him ther 
eſs, nor ſhadow of turning, Jani. 1. 17. But the Promiſe determinies the 

perform.it upon another account : For 'tis not ſingle /Jnco 
perform} what is promiſed, from both which He is infivite 
this for the reaſon why the Covenant of Grace 1s unchatigh 


That by two rated things, in which it wat imp bls.for ie ts lie, we jo 
Conſolation. For the Promiſe gives a rightful claim TE Creature, atd t 


L13 
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A it is $ the altitication of God's Fidelity. In this ſence 'tis ſaid, (Joh. $6 5 Thi x HP pl 
Thang given 5; Moſes but Grace and Tritbgawie by Jeſwps, Chnist,) 7. e. the Grace & the Goſpel is 
WY Thi ſubſtantial and compleat Accompliſhment ofthe Types and Promiſes under the Law. 
I] will not enter ipto:the diſcuſſiomot all the Pr hecies.concerning the Mq/zah in the OF! 
Teſtament, to ſhew how they,arc verified in gs rigs but; ROee conlic er ſome ſpeci- 
al Prediftions that concern the tinge of the Me /ſrah's Comip fL, his Perſon, and Offices. 
i. The Prophecy 'of dying ucob, The Setpter hall” ot' ephrt® fro from 'Fudah, or a Law- 
LL. Jef front between his Feet," t kiſeh' come, Gerf, 49. 1, Byithe:  Scepter and. Law-piver 
are meant divert Goverment: 3the firſt- being. the "Mark. ob Regal -Bower, the 
other Title reſpeQs thoſe; whoſe Power {yceeeded:that of their: Kings, intheperſon of Ze- 
robbabel and his. Succelſprs. | Jobs rophe etiC ay « declares two things; their aliens 
in Judah, and their continuance tilf the cen ing of thilob. This racke6 
ly reſpe@ the Perſon'of Juduh, for he 'nevet*a "the Throne, nor poſſeſt-the- Em- 
pire oven his Brethren'z- nor ſold his Poflerithf as a'Tiibe diſtingviſh' d\from the-xeft, al- 
tho' it had lpecraj Ad vantage, fron that timeq, py the Banp ydah led. the Caryp i in 
their March hrapgh, the ! Wj ilderne(s,. Nupeb, 2,3: That Tri AC the, ul Poſſeſſion of 
the Land of Caraar; thele were the Be Pegionn 4A its Filre y.* And from David 
to the'Ciptivity, that Tribe polſeſFthe owt the f- his Seeptef "was loſt 
:1+ the: Perſon of Zedekiab :: Fiiebefore the folbwedning: of the:Prophecy negatds:the Peo- 
ple of J/ratl, in the relation they hoc. te the; T'hbeggi Fadah: \,For..that Trite: Mone  re- 
turned entire from the Captivity with ſome Reliques of* Levi and* Benjamie : 3 10 that, the 
Nation from that time was diſtinguiſh'd by the Title of the Jews in relation to'it; and 
the; ightco:difpeſe af; the Scepter ,was always in_thg Tribe Eh _ For | the. Levites 
that raled-after. tha. Gaptiviay, regeiyed. than ower,. from. th al Shilohy come, that is, 
the Meſſoeh, 25 the Cheldep Parapprafe, ang the;ancient Joi interpreters expound ; fo 
that the-intent of, the, Qracle.is,. that after the, vh ly hment of the Supreme, Power 1 in the 
Famiſy of Judh,. it ſhould-nog pals. ato.the Hands of Strangers, but as a. certain Preſa eſage, 
and 6 Iranedig Fere-fuhnes of for caming of deny 1009 nt was fully, accomplifh'd, 
tion: of "their Govern- 
AG lon. But 4 


þ * « <Bag Th t ps the aol of the FUR Ron 
to reſtore aq to. oey het kh aunt tbe Meſſiah Sek Fu rince, ſhall be ſeven weeks, and three- 
jowp and wa _ eeks = Streets ſhall The built again, and the Wall even in trouble ſome Times, 
efter, tbreeſcore, and; iwa'weeks, ſhall .gbe Meliiah be. cat off,. but: not for himſelf, and the 
People of the Prinee;tht ſhall came ul feftrey the:Giy and Santtyary, as pe ah thereof 
ſhal{ be with a Flood, and tqtbejengrpfs &WarDeloletions «ror " boo 

(d) Numerns (ED Of: the: Angel's Meſſage i is; [Thai;yi hin; che (page, al eta Prophe 
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The Harmony of the Divine 


AAP?) 1. Some were things without Life, whoſe qualities and effects ſhadowed forth his 

Chap 23: Vertues and Benefits. © | | 
WW 2. Things endued with Life and Senſe. Dey 

| 3. Reaſonable Perſons, that either in their Offices, Adtions, or the memorable Acci- 

dents that befel them, repreſented the Meſſiah. Of the firſt fort I will Ry conſider 

the Manna that miraculouſly fell from Heaven, the Rock that by its ſtream retreſh'd the 

/ Iſraelites in their Journey to Caraey, and the Brazen Serpent: premiling two things, 

1. That in comparing them with the Truth, we are to obſerve the defigit of God, and 

not to ſeek for Myſteries in every thing. As in Pitures, ſome ſtrokes of the Pencil are 

only for Ornament, others for Signification. Beſides, when Superlative Things are ſpoken 

_ of them exceeding their Nature, and that cannot be applied to them without a violent Fi- 

gure, the full and entire Trath is only found in Jeſus Chriſt. 

" 1. Manna was an eminent Type of him. Accordingly the Apoſtle declares of the [/- 

raeltes, they did' all eat the ſame ſpiritual Meat, not in reſpe@ of its Material, but 

Symbolical Nature; \The expreſs Analogy between Mawr and Chriſt, is viſible in re- 

ſpect of its marvelous protluftion. The Moſaical Marra was not the Fruit of the Earth, 

procured by humane Induſtry, but formed by the Divine Power, and rained down up- 

on them : therefore 'tis talled the Corn of Heaven, Pal. 58. 24. This typified the celeſtial 

Original of our Redeemer, ' He is the true Bread from Heaven, given by the Father, Joh. 

6. 32. He is called the Gift of God eminenth, being the richeſt and freeſt without any 

merit or endeavour of Men to procure it. And we may obſerve the Truth infinitely ex- 

ceeded the Type 5 for Manna deſcended only from the Clouds, theretforeour Saviour tells 

the Jews, Moſes gave ye not that Bread from Heaven. But he really came from Heaven, 

| where the great and glorious Preſence of God is manifeſted, and peores under a viſi- 

ble Form in the World: Manna was only ſtiled the Bread of Angels, to ſignify its ex- 

cellency above common food ; but the Bread of God is he which cometh down from Heaven, 

2. Manna was diſpens'd to all the Iſraelites equally 3 not as the delicious Fruits of the 
Earth, that are the Portion of a few ; but as the Light and Influences of the Heavens, 
that are common to all : And herein *twas a repreſentation of Chriſt, whois offered to all 
without diſtinQion of Nations, to the Jews and Gentiles, to the Grecians and Barbarians x 
and without the diſtinQion of quality, to the Honourable and Mean, the Rich and the 
Poor, the Learned and Ignorant. And here we may obſerve the Excellency of the Spi- 
ritual! Marra above the Moſaical: for that fed but one Nation, but the Bread of God 

_ gives Life to the World; his infinite Merit is ſufficient for the Salvation of all. 

'3- Manna wasa delicious Food: the taſte of it is deſcribed to be like wafers mixt with 
honey that have a pare chaſt ſweetneſs. This typified the Love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in 
the Hearts of Believers. Such an exalted raviſhing Pleaſure non from it, that the 
Pſalmiſt breaks forth in an Extaſy, Pſal. 34. 9. Taife and ſee how good the Lord is. 

4. Manna was their only ſupport in the Wilderneſs ; ſtrengthening them to vanquiſh 
their Enemies, and endure the hardſhips to which they were incident in their paſſage to 
Canaan. In this regard "twas a lively Image of Chriſt who is our Spiritual Food, while 
we are in the deſert of the lower World, the place of our trial, expoſed to dangers. By 
him alone we ſhall be finally vi&orious over the Enemies of our Salvation. And in this 
alſo the Truth is infinitely above the Type that prefigured it. For Maxne could only 
0 eapkt the Natural Life for a time. As our Saviour tells the Jews, Tour Fathers eat 

mna in the Wilderneſs, and are dead. But Jeſus Chriſt is the living Bread that came 
2... _ downfrom Heaven, and hath a Supernatural Vertue, to convey a Life incomparably 
Eo more noble, and anſwerable to the quality of his Original. 'Tis incorruptible, as Hea- 
ven from whence He came. If any Max eat of this Bread, be ſhall live for ever, Joh. 6. 61. 
Deathi'is ſo far from extinguiſhing, that it advances the Spiritual Life to its Perfeftion. 

_ 2. The Apoſtle teſtifies that the Iſraelites drank of that Spiritual Rock that followed there, 
' and that Rock was Chriſt, 1 Cor. 10. 4. That the Miracles was myſterious, is evident from 
the Circumſtances related of it. When the Jſraclites were in great diſtreſs for Water, The 
' Lord ſaid to Moſes, Exod. 17.6. I will ſtand before thee there upon the Rock in Horeh, and thou 

| ſhalt ſmite the Rock, and there ſhall come Water ont of it, that the People way drink, If there 
had been no other deſign but the relieving their neceſlity, that might have been ſupplied 
by Rain from Heaven; or if only to give a viſible effect of the Divine Power, : that had 
been diſcovered in caufing new Springs to riſe from the Earth, or the Command of God 
had beef ſufficient to ſtrike the Rock : But he went to it, to ſignifie the ReſpeCt it had to 

Hiniſelf, He was the Son of God that ſpake to Moſes, and conduted the People :- For this 

teafon Heis ſtiled the Angel of God's Preſence, not with reſpeCt to his Nature, but Offices. 
I will briefly. obſerve the paralel between the Rock A» a as 


Py 


1. A 


itn ner Mari D Redemption. . (YL 


"1. ARock isthe ordinary Title of God in Scriptare, to repreſent his unchan 


ture and infinite Power, whereby He upholds the World :. And ina ſpecial manx er It re- INDE, 
ſembles the Meſſiah. He j is calle The Stone which the Builders fuſed, that wos' wade the 4 T. 
head of the Corner, i Pet. 2. 7, 8. He is the Rock upon which the Church' is built, end Jeew- 
red againſt the Violexice of Hell, Now Iſrael was not A fapplied from \the Clouds .or.. the. 
Vallies, but the Rock : to ſhew that the myſtical Rock, the Soh of God, can only refre 
the Spiritual Iſrael with living Water. 
* 2. The quality of the Rock hath a proper Signification : For altho' it had in its Veins 
a rich abundance of Waters, yet to appearance nothing was more dry arid hard, ; In this 
it was a Figare of the Spiritnal Rock: The effects have diſcovered in, him, unfathomab 
depths of Righteouſneſs, Grace and $alyation ; yet at the firſt view. we had ho hopes: 
For if we conſider him as God, He is infinitely Holy and ng rms fo with everlaſt- 


ing Flames againſt Sin, and how can we expe& any cooling D nh ?; abs we 
conſider him as Man, he 5 is reſembled to 4 r00t ont of 's gronna, Ila. £ Jul it 
Divine and the Infirmity of the Humane Nature did not. 4 20y © nfort But - 
what cannot-infinite Love, united to infinite Power, perform? Divine Gooduct F. 


chan pal the Laws of Nature | in our favour, and by an admirable AQ ogened the Rock 
to refreſh us. 


3. The Rock was ſtruck with the. Rod of wat a of te. Lay, vefor re_it | | 
forth its ſtreams : Thus our Spiritual Rock was Ws i, 
bruiſed for 'Qur Iniquities, then opened all bis Treaſures to us. Be | 
fering, he is the Author of Eternal Salvation, In this reſpett the Fry 
for the Objef of ſaving Faith. I determined to know nothing among you. 
"him crucified. The Sacraments, the Seals of the New Covenant, ha 
to his Death, the Foundation of it. Hee Jags 
4-. The Miraculous Waters followed the Ifraclites in their Journey, w which 
Fes. had periſh'd in the Wilderneſs, This repreſents the Indeficiency _ the 6G ; Ws. 
Chriſt, A Sovereign Stream flows from him.co fatisfy all Pack yu +. is tells 11S4.-{;.08 
7.37.) Whoſoever drinketh of the Water that I Wa of ſhal] never thirſt x, - 016; the: 
Water that T ſhall give bins, all be in bis 4 oY War þ jig -4 unto 5 vertajaing. 


"— Joh. 4: .14- ThpeS 
., The Brazen Ser fenkibly expreſt the manner of his Death, and. B 
Fey it. Therefore *s, veing the Miniſter of the Circumciſion, 'c 
the Inſtrution of the Fews. ſes. lafted up the Serpent in / Heaerneys, 'euen, {0 wajs. 
the Son of Man be lifted up : that whoſoever believes in him periſh, but heve: Eternal 
Life, Joh. 3-' The Sacred Story relates, that the 1/raclites.by me evellions Inarmuring - 
provoked God to ſend nts among them, whoſe Poilon was ſo fier and mortal, thac 
: brought the moſt painful Death; In this AMidtion. Ns ft; themſelyes to. the[Fa 
ther of Mercies, who moved by their Repentance, commanded Moſes to. make a Serpent. 
of Braſs, and erett it ona Pole in the view of the whole .Camp, that. wholoever; look d . 
on it, ſhould be healed. By this account from Scripture we may clearly. yndertandfome- . 
thing of greateſt conſequence was repreſented by it:. Far theonly.1 Fl e(God,ordains nothing + 
without juſt reaſon. Why muſt a Serperit of Braſs be elevated. on.a-Pole?; Could notthe; 
Divine Power recover them without it ? Why muſt ha, 400k tO: rds. it; Could. nota 
tc eo becomes mY their Wood but-thre their Eyes? -all-£ a di- 


rett re 


flames d the apprene 
Serpent. upqu a Pole, thathad the 
ha ono 'ſet forth the lifting 
mii fuful Fleſh... The 
believin gn {t cru 


| derive V Fnge Frome, and the. Faith; of the.Heare 
ficacy: Be 4 Redeemer is conveyed.;. 2 4985 if 3, 
oar, that every one which je tbe Song, { 
in the Camp of Iracl, whoever.look dit 
were, orgheweaknels of hj t, oat pr 
ous foever our. Sins be; how infirm our auth, 17 
wfering, he. will preſerye.us rom Ie: 
Ku before: the 'Eyen of al Perſq 
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;.2. Things endued with Life. and enicPt, d tile Mieſran.' HITS 41) CES 
I hall particularly conſider the Paſchal;Lamb,. £5? ? One 

Paſ aſſover For ſacrificed for uc... The whole ſcene; as it is Jad pt in " x28þ, 'of ee, 
ſhews an admirable agreement between them. M m A 


The. Harmony of the Divine Attributes 


NN. 2, A Lamb in ; reſpedt of its nattirat irinoce and meeknels, that ſuffers without reſi- 
N 23. ſtance, 'was'a fit erhblem bf our Savioor, Whoſe Vote was not heard in the Street, who did 
WY Do not break the-bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax. He was oppreſſed, and g was af- | 
flifed, get he opened' not bis Month. He was brought as a Lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a Sheep 
before the Sheerers is dumb, ſo he opened not his Mouth, Ta. 53. 7- 7 
k 


2. The Lamb was to' be without Spot, to ſignify his abſolute Perfe&tion, We are re- 
- deemed with the precious Blood of Chrift, as a pod. without Blemiſh and without Spot, 
x Pet: 1. 17, 18. * |; 
3. The Lamb was to be ſeparated from the Flock four days z the Lord Jeſus was ſepa- ; 
rated' from Men, and'conſecrated-to or Sacrifice for the World, after three or four - 
Years ſpent in his Miniſterial Office, p pic Boner for that great Work. 
4 The Paſchal Lamb was facrifices wer ſbſtiented in the place of the firſt-born. The 5D 
Levitical Prieſthood tiot being inſtituted at theit goin forth from Egypt, every Maſter of j 
a Family had a right * to exerciſe it'in his own Houle. Our Redeemer ſuffered in our 1 
ſtead, -t6 propitiate Ood's Juſtice towards us. = 
$. "The Blood was to be ſprinkled.upon the Poſts of the Door, that Death might not 
enter intotheir Houſes. That ſacred Ceremony: was typical: for the ſign it ſelf had no reſem- 
blance of ſparing, and certainly the An el could diſtinguiſh between the Faelites and the 
gyptians without the bloody Mark of God's Favonr': But it had a final reſpeCt to Chriſt. 
Were ſecured from Deſtrudtion by the Blood of ſprinkling. They were to eat the whole 
Fieſh:9fthe Lamb," to fignify our entire cking of Chriſt upon the Terms of the Goſpel 
to'be our” Prificeiand Saviour. © - 

6: [The Effeds attributed to the Paſchal Lamb,' viz. Redemption from Death and Bon- 
dag: dearly repreſerit- the glorious Benefits we enjoy by Jeſus Chriſt. The deſtroying 
Angel paſt over their Houſes, and cauſed the Egyptians to reſtore them to full Liberty. 
That which all the dreadful Signs wrought by Moſes could not do, was effefted by the 
Paiſ-over'; ; that overcame the'Stabbornneſs of Pharaoh, and inſpired the 1fraclites with 

eto undertake: their Journey to the promiſed Lind. Kjns We 0 by from Death 


| nts Blood.” I ODOT BL OS. HeWY 

3. Reaſonable Perſons © pete our "ERS « either i in St on. ARtons, or he 
_ memorable Accidents that befel than. © Joſeph tlie beloved of his'Father,” ſent by. him to 
viſt his Brethren -by t them unworthily fo] d ts Strangers, and thereby raiſed to be'their 
Lord #bd Saviour;” was a lively Type of him.” Fonah three days and nights in the Whales | 
Belly;' ard miracutouſly veſtoral! 'Was a Type of his lying in "he Grave, andReſurreQi- 
ol; Moſes in his Prophetical, David in his Kingly Office prefigured him. ! The: 'Prieſtly 
hg the' foie pr of the other two,” and that upon. hich our Salvation prin- 


cipAlyidepends, was liſtrated by two glorious Types, Melchiſedec and Aeror, The 
ops -ptieft-in rk ry, the cher che-Prieſt of God by: extraordinary deſi ignati- | 
on, 4 will TLI07 1 < . 'T the reſemblance between him'and Chriſt. Altho'Sacrifices 
wefe etie Begitining ; Febeis the firſt'to whom thar Title is given, 'as called 
to thi Office hve ns [manner:! The Divinity" of Chriſt's Perſon, the Eternity of: his 


Offite;” and the infinite'value"sf his Oblatior' were ſhadowed Forth by him." Melchiſedec 
is iftrodaced irits the Sacred Story, as one deſtending' from HEven!- and aſcending thi- 
hee Ns the why account of his Birth or Death” 'The Siletice"&f the Scripttreis myſte- 

Ot Fit condufted holy Men in their Wridings: "The Levitical Prieſts'de- 
Js nul op ecard pe "Bad Mach -and'had Sacteffors in their Office, 


. D teſented without Father 


Ber, Hut” Beptming add End of Diyzs2 Whiole "Prieſthood was permanent! in 
«2 dh Mr bees oe [ fig; "pea ti themſelves, Tiogorionat 
ey ect in Mind Tothat no menti6H wade of his'coming, into the World; 


v4 Pi LL nic the phys me is- equiv © to his continual Duration... Now 
hAWAd av, n; of Eternal Son of God, and really 
ITO lend Scbded thither-- And altho' bis Oblation 
WE FLY Path. and 6p? ror Yhell ceaſe in Heaven 3 - yet the Effeds of it 
eterfiaÞ A People; ar@the:'Glory of itin himſelf. ” e Apoſtle obſerves anio- 
HE Verween the ſuprente Quality of Melchifedec-) Kg of Seer," anid - Jeſus 

7. ; Lie) Th Riphtebiſhtſs and; Peace; 'He governed his Subjects 1 "Rights. 
Akned thoſe Hinds with: bamdnie Biood that were employe in "the ſa- 

_— Office of the Prieſthood. nd by thoſe glonoln, Tit] by are. fignified the Benefits our 
Be. Sari conveys to his People". He is the rue © Right teouſieſs : "By Which is not 
the RighR Ve Þ reſp De fn called the Lord 


6ſhUF that Jattifies before 
eonſtreſF, UTE TH to beve brought” in Tabs Righenfur 7, F, for that ref) oO - Is 
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Prieſtly Offices i in that quality he acquired 1 iT. JI Fn Title ſignif nies, bis Fr z | 
righteous Laws for the Government ofthe Church, and his diſps ofing i Qus Rev | 
| and Puniſhments, eternal Life and Death, by which he preſerves the Maj jelty of IE. 
; and ſecures the Obedience of his Subjeds, "Xia he is King of 4 by which, we are not * 
X to underſtand his Temper and Diſpoſit tion, nor our Peace wit h God, for Reconcitiatic 
is grounded on his Sacrifice, nor Peace with Cohſcie nce the effect of the other z,, but that 
| which depends on his Royalty. As the Kirig of Peace, he keeps his Su bjedts in a.calm- 
| and quiet Okegdience ; all their Thou hes and. Paſſions are regulated by bis Will. The 1 
; Laws of ſecular Kings are only expoled to the Eyes, cr. proclaimed to the Ears of their 
: Subjects; but His are engraven in their Hearts. By the inward and almigh F/ Efficacy of 
his Spirit he enclines them to their univerſal Duty z and will bring them to Eternal Peace 
in his Glorious Kingdom. _ 
Firs, From hence we'have an irrefragable Argument of the Truth and Divide of the 
| Goſpel: For 'tis evident by comparing the'ancient Figures wich t h 5 pre reſent Truth, the Co- 
pies with the Original, the Pictures with the Life, that Eternal Wiſdom contrived them. 
For no created Underſtanding could frame ſo | yarious Repreemtaniors of Chriſt, and all 
exattly aprecing with him at ſuch a diſtance before his Appearance. , And if we compare 
the Predictions with the Events, "tis moſt clear that only the divine Knowledgy could re- 
veal them. For otherwiſe how was it poſlible, that the Prophets ſo many Ages .before 
the Coming of Chriſt ſhould predi& hee things concerning Him, that exceedec the fore- 
ſight of all Tehe As els of Light? What Tatelfigence could there be between: Moſes, and 
£2, and ]/2ieh, that lived ſuch a diſtance 0 time from one another, to deliver ſuch 
ings as meet in him as their Centre? And theſe Prophecies are conveyec th us Fete the 
Jews, the moſt obſtinate Enemies of Chriſtianity, who altho' they. reverence .the Letter 
yet abhor the accompliſhment of them : ſo that there can be no. pollible Suſpicion 
_ a feigned, and of a later Date than their Titles rok heir ſucc (live ful + 
ing rpetual Miracle to juſtify the Truth of our Religion. Our Savi or _pſed this ne 
nethod or the Inſtruftion of his Diſciples. Theſe are the | iS which Th ah ' iro f jou, 
that all things muſt be folflled which were written in the Law 0 of Moſes d in-the Prophets; 
and in the Plalms concerning me, Luk. '24. 44. As by difletting 2 dead | 
3 der and poſition of parts in the living z ſo by ſearching into the leg; 
diſcover the Truth of Evangelical Myſteries. Accorc 


Fa hs p WS 


| Demonſtration from the'Scri ures, to prove that Ts [ns Was the Chrif It ritings 

he deciphers the Riddles of the Law, + removes he Veil ro ove: the Fi Chriſt 

| engraven by the Divine Artificer. Briefly, by | VAT the © Cconlent bet | 
ments, he illuſtrates the Old by the? ew, aid copia ms-the New by Old. 

Religion is there in the World, whoſe Myſt abs ere foretold_ by. 


: and figured by his Inſtitutions above two #1 fore as. 

; Doftrine perfeftly accords with the.moſt ancient, ble an Divine Writings? Can 
that religion be any other than Divine, which God d expreſly | WYs wit ourtra 
in ſuch various manner, forthe receiving. whereof He made ſuch early Pres parations1 
World? Certainly without offering ;the greateſt yiolence to Hur oor yl [ Faculnes,. 
can. disbelieve it. He degrades bimſelFr rom the eDIgurY, (0) ng At TezU 
be a Chriſtion.” TC In oF. 


2. From hence we may underſtand the © Xe 
bove the Heathens who by Divine, Dye rt1on 
c3, but above God's peculiar People. 
ven and Earth. Before his Comit Saints had. jome glimmer 
made them inwardly languilh after. fled Maaiteltation of ic ;; 
for Believers in the laſt Ages of the World. hat ancient promil ( 
of the Goſpel-day.) That the Seed o Fl the Woman RE ad, rc 4d. 
Serpent bruiſe bis hal, ſignified the bloody Victory the Me | 
but how little of it was 7 pod > One _” as wall from the fight of He Root "100k 
tell the Dimenſions of a tree, the colour, figure, and taſte of its Fruit, as from that Pre- 
dition have diſcover'd all the parts of our Mediator's Office, and the excellent Benefits 


reſulting from it. The Incarnation, Crucifixion, Reſurreftion and , Aſcenfion of Chriſt, - 
are in the Types and Prophecies of the Old Teſtament, as orporea] Beings are in the Dar 


nels of the Night ; they have a real exiſtence, but no Eye is ſo clear as to enlighten the 
Odſcuricy. The moſt ſharp-ſighted Seer Wont Ply I Fr ſee hins, but not now. The Mi- 
A 


niſtry of the Law is compar'd to the L it of die, 2 Pet. 1, 12. that is, th 
and confin'd to a ſmall Place : That of the Goſpel is like the Su in its ſtrerigch, that 


Iightens the World. The Prophets who were nearer the Coming of Chriſt, had clearer 
Revelations, but did not bring perfe& Day : As ſome mew Stars appearing 1n the Firma- 
_ ment, 
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G& 23. deſcribing all the Gi 
Patience, that he ſeems to be an Evangeli8þ rather than a Prophet; yet the Ethiopian Pro- 
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.ment, increaſe, but Fg not change. the nature, of the Cote. 1 ziah, who is "A "exatt in 
mltance of onr Sayiours Dearh;”and his Innocence, Humility, and 


 ſelyte,. who certainly was a proficient in the Jewiſh eligion anderſtopd not of whom the 
Prophet ſpike. We ſee what they were ignorant of,”not that our Sight i is ſtronger, but 
our Light'is mote clear. The Dottrine of the Meſſiah faved ther, bur 'twas then ſeen at 
4 diſtance, and under a veil of Ceremonies after the Jewiſh faſtiion, that concealed its 
native Beatty. The manit naar, of it is more evident in the, Accompliſhment, than 
whiles the jel of furure Expettation. The Paſſover had reſpet to their Deliverance 
from Eg he was th -eaſily apprehenſible ; but it was alſo a Type, of 
the Lambof God thar was'to oike away the Sins of rhe World. and in this relation not 
ſo clearly underſtood. Our Sacraments haye a.relation to what is paſt, and excite t e me- 
mory by a clear ſignification of his Sufferings. AW mu diſcover ry of theſe Myſteties were 
reſerved as an honour to,our Saviout's Coming expounded the Gletic” Types atid 
ſpeaking Oracles by an attual Accompliſlment, Hor real NN Chrtitent in his Perſon, Life 
d Death. He isthe San'of Rightedufiieſs, and ſheds abroad a Light that excells that 
of war the Prophiers in brightneſs; as well 4s his Perſon tranſcends theirs in Dignity. And 
i age the Fephrikp al Light wart. our Hearts, with thankfulneſs to God for 
is admnr; 
his Coming, put brakes 'ih « 
aft 032, logs! holy DER 


brifti; of t| db and Vertes of Ghai xD gs are 
viſible 1n Kor qreſen 7) H ayciilineſs, [their hopes and Joy ſhould as 
Sb Teac rhe Graces and Com rts of Believers under the legal Diſpenſacion, as their 
,nowledge 1 ' more cjear and perfett. 
- To conclude, Frotti the Accontpliſhtrient of the” -aidche Prophecies in the firſt Goming 
of the Me ab, we may  oklirti'od Faith in thoſe glorious Promiſes that are to be ful- 
d*at his Je2o#d. * For'ris the fuine Divine Goban &, the fame Fidelity; thefatne Pow- 
h we a hopes.” ph the Confi deration, that the Perfe- 


UELLEVETS, ne, They, waited for the Conſolation of of 
ptron or the in the New, they love the, appearance of Chrift. - 
inthe ſc, tho' it was attended with all the circumſtances of 
the cies 6 f, our Sinv? ich what pri and impatient De- 
; 's Br hall appear the Second tae to them 
fon 2 Heb: 9. 58. Ther He will put ah end to 
| n the ; forious State. wherein Holineſs and 
n for Ever. The Chrilthan Church joy yns in that 
bat thou wouldſt rend the Heavens and wouldſt come 
Bs pan at t "Teſencce | As when the melting fire burneth, 
to 5 6g how 16 thine Adverſarics, that the 
4 1, 


"Alth& the Beauty and Frattle of this 
Day ſhall be joyful to the Saints: For 
Vineſt's the things that Eye hath ot ſeen, 
” tall be the cla 1 tion 
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—JHE Firſt Man by Rebellion againſt bis Maker , loſt bis hnmocence and 
| Felicity, and conveyed a ſad Inheritance of Sin and Miſery to bis 
Univerſal Progeny : Ever fence it bas betn eſteemed a principal part of 
Wiſdom to prepare the Mmads of Men to encounter with inmemerable. 
Evils that ſurround them, and wo preſerve a well-order d contented ſtate of Sul, when = 
atlually wnder the greatef® Afflions. All the famons Sophies of the "World," the 
moſt celebrated Profeſſors of Patience, could nit attam' to this Skill, Their conſola- | 
tory Diſcourſes compoſed with Wit and Bloquence, ave like artificial Fruits of Watt, 
that ſeem to ſurpaſs the produttions of Nature, but cat only pleaſe the fight, and of- 
ford no real refreſhment to the Taſte. 'Or, like Rings of Steel that are jorned by the" a1 
traftive virtue of the Loadſtone, that make a Chain fair tothe Eye, 'but of no firengih = 
and uſe. It was mexcuſable Iynorance, ther not reſolving Temporal Evils to their pro- 
fer Original, the righteous Providence of God. They erelted a'blind and fooliſh Power 
under the Title of Fortune, to prefide m this Spbere of mutabi/ity + They always aſt 
of thetlh playing a Prize with Fortune, and triumph tver a Phantome of their /own' p1,@.1. cc. 1. 
p Fiftton. This Conceit was both impruus and - uncomfortable ; improus, t0 tak the" 
Scepter of Government from God's banil, and attribute to tbe fooliſh Pleaſure 'of Fo cnn forrmns 
tune, what is ordered by bi# Providence + And wicomfortable, "for they funfu d'their monte 
Deity to be blend, without diſcerning between the wirthy and unworthy, and incxora- nn 0 
ble to the Complaints of the injured,” andthe Pratyrs of the Miſerable.: | The com-"* 3- 
mon Topicks from whence they hardned'themfel ves are, That noe tie exempttd-in this 
| + open ſtate from affliting Accidents, the\contmen tribute of Minkind: That tis in vain. - 
\ to ftruggle' with what ts irrefiſtuble + That Death' is the balm and' cloſe of all Evils. 
| And the beft of their moral Arguments" for Patience inter Sufferings, fuch as the 
Dignity of the reaſmable Soul; and that nothinf” inferior to it ſhrald have Power,” 
1 or ts worthy to put it into confaſton ; That Vertue' is the zobleſt "Per efion, Und is 
% increas by the mot difficult Exerciſe ; That "tit beſt to greld" up” our ſefyes to the. 
Drvine' diſpiſal. | Theſe Arguments are with infinite hore" 2d vintage #tofounded" ir 
the Sacred Scriptures : And for Chrifttans to attend to the Inflrultzons of natal 
| Reaſon, and neglet# the Drvine Revelations of the Goſpel, is a Polly 7 that of 
the /illy Indians of Mexico, who having plenty of Wax, the natural Work of the 
Bees, yet made uſe of Firebrands to light _ m jhe Night, that afforded a little 
Light mixd with a great deal of Smoak, Hil ,» They had but wAaVering con- 
jeftures of the future State, and the Recompences thereof ; from whence. are derrved 
the moſt powerful Motrves of aftive and paſſive Obedience to the command ing and 
drſpoſung Will of God : But in the Scripture are lard down in the cleareft manner, 
and with infallible Aſſurance, ſuch Principles as are effeflual to compoſe the Mind 
l to patient Suffering, and to meet with valiant Reſolution all the terrible Contrartettes 
| mn the way to Heaven. It declares, That Sin opened an entrance unto all the current 
Adverſuties in the World, which are the evident Signs of God's Diſpleaſure a anſt 
it, In anguiſh we are aft to diſpute with Providence, and an imagination of linoence 
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kindles Diſcontent : Of this Impatience, ſome even of the befi Moral H eathens 
were guilty ; Titus and Germanicus charged the Gods with thetr untimely, and, 
in thetr apprehenſion, undeſerved Deaths ; but the due ſenſe of Sin will humble and 
uiet the Mind under Sufferings ; it direfts us to conſecrate our Sorrows, to turn the 
fart Stream into the Chanel of Repentance. And thus the Paſſun of Grief, 
which, if terminated on external Troubles, 4s barren and unprofitable, 1t can net- 
ther retrieve ous loſt Comforts, 5,nor remove ahy oppreſſmg, Evil ; of it be employed 
for our Offences, ry us for Drvine Mercy, and is mfmtely beneficial to us. 
And thus by curing the Cauſe of Affuttzons, our Guilt that deſerves them, we take 
away the malignity and poyſon of them. The werd of God aſſures us, That gl the 
perturbations and diſcords im the Paſſages of our Lives are ordered by his Vſdom 
and VVill, ſo that without extinguiſhing the two Eyes of Reaſon and Faith, we muſt 
acknowledge bis Providence, and obſerve his Def in all, which 1s either to excite 
as when guilty of a careleſs neglef?, or remiſs performance of our Duty, or to re- 
claim us from our excurſions and deviations from the narrow way that leads to Life. 
Indeed there is nothing more common nor more fatal, than for affiifted Perſons to ſeek 
by carnal diverſuns and contemptabl. comforts, to overcome therr Melancholy, and the 
Le; of Divine Judgments; and hereby they add new Guilt , aud provoke new Diſ- 
pleaſures. This preſages and accelerates fmal Rum ; for ſuch whom Affluttions do not - 
reform, are left as mcorrigible. 
But above - all Encouragements 3 the Goſpel ſets before us the Suffer: Ngs of our 
Redeemer, and direfts all his Diſciples m {wicerity to accuſtom themſelves to the con- 
templation aud expetFation of T ronbles on Earth : It tells them tis a branch of their 
Religion, to Suffer with him that they may Reign with him. And what is 
-more reaſonable, than if our Saviour endured ſuperlatrve Sufferings to purchaſe Eter- - 
nal Glory for us, that we ſhould with the ſame Mind bear lighter Affliftions to pre- 
pare us for it 2 If this Princtple be alive and aftrve in our Breaſts, That our preſent 
 AffliGions fhall determine in our future Happineſs, when Time ſhall ceaſe and Eter- 
nity ſucceed ; this will encourage us to ſerve God with our, beſt Afﬀettions when our 
days are overca$t with ſorrow, as in a bright Proſperity : This will ſecure our Paſ- 
ſage through a ſtormy tempeStuous World, as if it were a truly Pactfick Sea, know- 
" that Diyie . Providence always guides ms to the Port of _ eternal Tranquility. 
Thas ts the Subſtance of what is amplified in the followrug Treatiſe. And wbil(# 
there are Miſertes im the. World,. ne Diſcourſes are more {Mes and uſeful than 
thoſe that lighten our oppreſſarg. Sorrows, © and that tnable us with uniformity and con- 
ſtancy m all the changes of thes mortal Lfe,. to, purſue our. eminent End, The Holy 
Sperit, the great Comforter, apply theſe Truths to the Hearts of the Affifted. 


fa. 22. 12,13, 
14 


William Bates. 


THE 


E228 7 00 CH PRE, : _ 


_ 


THE 


Re 


MATTH. XXVI. 39. 


Aud he went a little further, and fell on bis face, and prayed, aying, O my bs 


ther, if it be poſſible, kt this cap paſs from me : Neverthele Sy Not as I will, but 
as thou wilt. 


Paradiſe was the firſt Scene of May's Sin, and in a Garden the firſt Scene 
of Chriſt's Sorrows. 

He was now in the near view of his extream Sufferings; the fra 
Hour approach'd when he was to die with all the concurrent Ci cum 
ces of Shame and Cruelty. His Nature was Humane and Holy, and therefore a 
henſive of Miſery and the Wrath of God. In this Exigency, Ze fell on bis Face, # 
Poſture of humble Reverence, and with carneſtneſs page ſaying, O'my Father, ati ex- 


preſſion of his ſtedfaſt Truſt in the Love of God: If #t' be poſſi "A not with refp Ns | 


bis Abſolute Power, for by thar he could eaſily have ata him ; bur with reſpe& 
his Sovereign Pleaſure, and Eternal Decree: Let this Cup paſs from me; that implies 5 
compleat Deliverance from the Rage of the Powers of 'Darkneſs, and- of the pervernd 
World ini Conjun&tion with them. He ſuffered innocent Nature to-a& as Nature; for 
he ſubmitted ro our Infirmities, but without our ImperfeQtions, Nevertheleſs m as 7 
will, But as thou wilt : His Petition was qualified with an A of Submiſſion ; the'de- 
ſire of his N ature, thar recoil d from ſuch Sufferings, was over-ruled 'by the reſi ignation 
of Grace. There was no rep cy, buta ſubordination, between t Senſitive Will 
and the Rational Will, dire y his Mind, that foreſaw the bleſſed Effects of his Suf 
terings, the Glory of God, with T Sabvation of loſt Mankind. And' that Juſt orto 
with the ſtrong AF gia of his Nature from ſuch a terrible Death; teriders his W Hng- 
neſs more conſpicuous and meritorious. As Man, the' appreheriſiors of it pur himt-wito 
an Agony ; but as Mediator, by a firm Reſolution and clear Choice he'ſubmitred' SN 
Now the Example of our ſuffering Saviour, lays'an Obligation or us to tran 


Copy; his Titles in mays rope declare both his Eminency 'and Exemplarineſs.” ons is ous. 


Head, and our Leader, the Captain of our Salvation, Whom we are:bowund to follow-in 
taking up our Croſs : His Sufferings were deſigned not only for our! Redemprion,” bur 
for our Inſtruction and Imitation. What he commands us God, he" perform'd as/Man; 


2 
F: 


that we might voluntarily yield up our ſelves to the-Holineſs atid'Equity: i of Ris Law: | 


Thus from the Pattern of our Saviours Deportment, tie: Point on Dodtrinic is this: N 


1.74 


The entire Refignation of our Wills to the diſpofing Will Lf God, of ” cbs dent Huy 
of Chriſtians under the ſharpeſt Aﬀiftions. ieathy 


In the Explication and Proof of this Point, I thall-- bd, of 30) TRST B07 0b 


I. Conſider what is conſiſtent with this Reſignation. £4309 2 | ? q pal bs; 


WH. Whar is implied in it. 


II. The Reaſons to convince us of this Dury of reſigning of our ſl hs and al (our , 


Intereſts to God: And then apply it. 
Nos "Twill 


HE Words arc our Saviour's Prayer at his private Paſſion in the Garden. In 


4, 53+ 


Parur faper lu. 2; pete cxen 


=—_ The Great Duty of Refignation 


TL T will, Firſt, Conſider what is conſiſtent with this voluntary Refignation. That will 
appear in the following Particulars. 


1, Firſt, An earneſt Deprecation of an impending Judgment 1s reconcilable with our 
Submiſſion to the, Pleaſiire of "God, declared by the Eyent. Our Saviour witt Humility 
and Importunity { ago the removing of the' Cup of Bitterneſs. We: muſt diſtinguiſh 
between God's Law, and his Decree and Counfel : The Law is the Rule of our Duty, 
and requires an entire exa& ſubjetion in all our Faculties, even in our internal Deſires, 
in the firſt Motions of the Will : The leaſt velleity, or riſing of the Heart againſt the 
Divine Command, is irregular and culpable ; for not only the Ads of Sin are forbidden 

| inevery Command reſpectively, but all the Incitations of Concupiſcence, before the de- 


liberate Judgment%of 'the Mind, or the actual Conſent of the Will. Bur the Decree of | 


+ God is not the Rule of our Duty ; and ſecret till manifeſted by the Event of Things. 
| This being premiſed, the Reaſons are evident why we may pray againſt an Aﬀiction that 
threatens us, without violating our Duty. 


Firſt; Becauſe Afflictions are Evils which the Will my declines, and are not de- 
ſirable things in themſelves. They are not beneficial and productive of our good by any 
proper Efficacy and Operation, byt by rhe. over-ruling Providence of God, and the gra- 
cious Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, - When Aaron's Rod was put into the Sanctuary, and be- 
came green and flouriſhing with Bloſſoms and Almonds, 'twas not from any inherent Vir- 
tie-of -its own, but from the ſpectral Influence of the Nivine Power; for the other Rods 
remained dead and dry :- Thus the happy Effteats of the affliting Rod are from Divine 


Grace. | | 
Secondly ; There are; proper Termptations: that attend the afflicted ſtate, Many are 


encompaſs d in a fad Circle ;. their Sins procure Afﬀticions , and their- Afflictions oc- 
Rom. 5. 3, caſion many Sins. Indeed, 7ribulation that is ſandified, by a happy gradation worketh 
Patience; and P atence, Experience. of the Divine Mercy; at t 
maketh wot aſhamed... But when it meets with a ſtubborn Spirit, there are: fearful deſcencs 
of Sin-:- 7ribulttion excites Inpatience, and impatience cauſcth a and that De- 
ſpair, and. Deſpair, Gonfufton. The Devil lays his Trains in every Condition, and ſome- 
Lanes: by.- immoderate Sorrow, ſometimes by inordinate Joy, doth miſchief to the Soul. 
And-asmore periſh-bySurfeits. than Abſtinence, yer the Diſeaſes that are cauſed by Emp- 
tinefs,:.axe more dangerous and incurable than thoſe that proceed from Fulneſs : So more 
are xuined- by: Proſperity. than Adverſity : But the ory Paſſions that ferment and rage 
in Advyerſty, arc {more pernicjous,. and more hardly remper'd and ſubdued, than the 
 Lamcugious Appetites that are formented and drawn forth by Proſperity. Werare diredted 
pe + Hd to-pray, that. wemay not be led into Temptation, and to be delivered from 
q FB: Fe. -. 2 mtr, ty 554 [3b 7 Bates þ ied OT 5 : 
;; Secondly ; A mournful ſenſe;of Aflictions ſent; from God, is conſiſtent with a duriful 
Refignation. of gyur ſelves. co his Wall. "Twas the vain Boaſt of the Philoſophers, Thar 
their InſtruQions-woyld fortifie, Men with ſach magnanimous Principles, and generous 
SPIrKs, 7 as, With, art, equal calm. (Trapquility. of: Mind to.;encounter all the fierce and 
Nibil agis dc» forrowful Accidents to: i which! they: might: be-;expoſed here : They ſpeak high againſt 
s Trans Fafmune and Fare,, and reſolve lubboraly, thar no miſery, whether Poverty or Diſgrace, 
2 #nquam te offe 1 OHPENtS. or Death, ſhould exrort from them a'confeſion that it. was Miſery. "Twas 
_—_— of their Axjoms.,1 That a, Wiſe. Man is not ſubje&t co the viciſſitudes and inſtability 
Poſidonias. Of Sings: here\helew ; That he ſufters no conflict of contrary -Paſſions in his Breaſt ; 
"Tali: eff ſapir Thai he. iS alwaygabove in the * Serene, where no. Tempeſts can diſturb, no Eclipſe 
ently a0 qaeg darken-his. Ming. : But theſe proud Pretenſions were empty of reality. Indeed ſuch 
no all affliting Paſſions, is/neither poſſible nor regular in our 
new, uu preſent; ſtate : Not poflible, forthe; beſt Men! are; not all Spirit, bur united to Fleſh ; 
Senels and when' the Body, & ander ſtrong pains, the Soul ſuffers in its ſufferings ; and while 
| we are thus compounded, the loſs of thoſe Comforts that ſupport and ſweeten the pre- 
ſear Life, muſt cauſe. Grif.'> *Tiy. eaſie to. utter brave Expreſſions, and lay down ſevere 
} Magns verbs Precepts in contempt of Evils when they are ar a diſtance, but hard to ſuſtain: the Spi- 
TION rit under the actual feeling of them ; "ris one thing to diſcourſe of a Battel, and another 
acteſſc , em to be engaged in the hear of it, Bur/ſuppoſing; hy.a Philoſophical-Charm the Heart werec 
ns Toon fo hardned as to be proof againſt the moſt piercing Afflictions, ſuch a forced inſenſibi- 
ti dicere , fe. Lit iS not regular, but proceeds from the extintionr of Humanity and Picty.; and thar 
cile provecaba: will appear by conſidering Affliftions in a natural or moral reſpect. 


mals «&ſenti. .. Firſt, in a natural reſpe, for. ſo. they arc, deſtruftive or oppreſlive Evils, and a. pen- 


Seneca. 


1, five feeling of them is ſuitable to the Law of our Creation : For the Humane Nature 
* IE is 


Experience, Hope ; and Hope 
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is fram'd with ſuch Senſes and Paſſions, as according to God's intention ſhould be af- 
feed ſuitably to the Quality of their Objects ; and if the Soul acts rationally, 'tis mo- 
ved accordingly. A Saint on Earth is not a Saint in Heaven, raiſed above all Diſaſters 
| and Troubles, freed from all hurtful Impreſſions from without, and ſorrowful Impreſ- 
| ſions within, bur is liable to afflicting Evils : And it is becoming his Dury to have his 
Paſſions pliable to his Condition, but without exceſs ; the Eyes muſt not be drown'd, 
nor dry, but tenderly affected. | | Cp 
Secondly, Conſidered in a moral reſpe@, as they are ſent from the high and juſt *% 
Providence of God, it is abſolutely neceffary there ſhould be an humble reſentment : 
of his Diſpleaſure.. This is a conſequent of the former ; for if our AﬀeQtions are ſeared 
. up, that we do not feel the Stroke ; How ſhall we regard the hand that ſmires us? Tf 
we are not ſenſible of Aﬀicions, we are ſecure in our 'Sins. Natural Sorrow is intro- 
ductive of Godly Sorrow. - There are two Extreams to be avoided by the afflicted, ac- 
cording to rhe direQtion of Solomon in the Perſon of Wiſdom, and repeated by the Apo- 
{tle : My ſon, deſpiſe not thou the grave; the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked Heb. 12. 5. 
of him. Some are diſcouraged and over-born by Afﬀictions as inſupportable : Others 
are ſtubborn and careleſs, and never lay them to Heart: They never look upward to the 
original efficient Cauſe, an Offended God, nor inward to the go Sant: deſerving Cauſe, 
their Sins ; but eſteem them fortuitous Events that happen in this mutable ſtate, with- 
out a deſign to correct and reform Sinners ; or to proceed: from a blind neceſſity, things 
of courſe ; or meerly regard the ſecond Cauſes and Inſtruments of their Troubles : accor- | 
dingly, when they meet with Calamiries, all their care is by a preverſe ſhift ro ſeek for - — 
relicf only in Temporal Comforts ; without ſerious applying themſelves to God, whoſe | 
end in ſending Troubles, is to reclaim us from Sin to Holineſs, from Earth to Heaven, 
from the Creatures to himſelf. FAT] ee Ta 27 
This ſecret: Atheiſm, like a benumming Opium, ſtupifies the Conſcience ; and the in- 
ſenſibility of God's hand inflicting Evils, is as different from Chriſtian Patience and 
Conſtancy, as a mortal Lethargy is from the quiet, ſoft Sleep of Health : Nothing kin- 
dles his Anger more than negleQting it ; tis equally E erdbeog with the deſpiſing of his 
Love: It is a ſympton of a wretched ſtate of Soul ; if there'proceed no ſighs and groans, - 
no ſigns of Gricf from the ſenſe of God's diſpleaſure, it is a ſad Evidence there is no 
Spiritual Life. Indolence under the Effefts of God's Anger, is like the ſtillneſs'of the 
dead Sea, whoſe Calm is a Curſe. The Jews, tho intirled the People: of God, are 
deeply charg'd for this prodigious Madneſs ; O Lord, thou, haſt ſtruck them, but they have 
not grieved; thou haſt conſumed them, but they refuſed to receive correion : They have made 
their faces harder than a rock, they have refuſed to return, Jer. 5. 3. We have whole Quar- 
ries of ſuch obdurate Wrerches amongſt us'; this impenitent diſregarded of God's hand 
is a dreadful preſage of future and more heavy Judgments. Who ever 'hardned himſelf 
againſt the Lord, and proſpered 2 Do we provoke the Lord to jealoufie 2 Are we ſtronger than 
he 2 The moſt refraQtagy he can compel to acknowledge with bitter lamentations his 
Wickedneſs and Weakneſs, how unable he is to contend with his Judge. But ſuppoſing 
a reſpite from Puniſhment here, there is an Hell | hs xs for ſtubborn Sinners, where 
' is Weeping and Wailing for ever. Whom the Rods do not awaken, the Scorpions ſhall. 
Secondly ; I ſhall now proceed to explicate what is included in the. Reſlo ent of yy", 
our ſelves to God in times of Afﬀliftion. This will be made evident by confidering the 
the leading Powers and Faculties which Grace ſanCtifies and works in, according” to - py 
their natural ſubordination. OE OOO be LS, Ip ee oe 
The Underſtanding approves the ſevcreſt diſpenſations: of Providence to. be good, that 5 
is for reaſons, tho' ſometimes unſearchable, yet always righteous, and for'gracious ends 
to the Saints. When Hetekiah heard the heavy Prophecy, that all his Treafures ſhould 
be carried to Babylon, ahd his Royal Progency ſhould become Slaves rhere, he ſaid to Ik 39. 6,7, 8. 
Iſaiah, Good is the word of the Lord which thou haſt ſpoken. © His ſanQified Mind acknow- ag 
ledged it to be a juſt Correion'-of his vain Pride, and quietly ſubmirred to'it : And as 
there is a ſatisfaQtion of Mindinthe rectrude, fo in the graciouſneſs of "his Proceedings. 


” 


- 


The miſ-apprehenſion and miſ-belief 'of God's Defign' in affliting, caufeth Imparience 
and Murmuring ; but when the Mind is: convinced , that he -Aﬀlits-us.for our Benefit, 
that Bodily Diſeaſes are: Medicinal. Advantages, the Remedies of rhe Soul ; that the loſ- 
ſes of Earthly 'Comforts prepare 'us for Divine Enjoyments ; that the way which is 
Bi lowed with Thorns, and watered with Tears, leads tof Heaven ; the Heart is compliant _ 


with the ſharpeſt Methods of Providence: - Bur theſe things will be more fully 0 ened 
biection of the Will to the © +. 


under the ſeveral: Heads of Arguments to enforce the D 
This Reſignment principally conſiſts inthe conſent and'1 Box 
Orders of Heaven. The Willis an imperious Faculty, *naturally impatient of oppoſition 
ro 
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The Great Duty of Reſignation. 


to its Deſires, and we pay the higheſt honour ro God in the loweſt ſubmiſſion of our 
Wills to his Appointments. "Tis true, the Will cannot make a direct choice of Evil, 
nor love Afflictions, but the Holy Spirit by a powerful Operation ſo difpoſeth it, as 
to renounce its own Inclinations when diſcordant with the Will of God. And the more 


humble, ready and entire the Submiſſion is, the more difficult ahd harſh the denial of 
our natural Deſire is, the more ſupernatural Grace ſhines and is acceptable. Ir is the 


Perfetion of Holineſs to do what God loves, and to love what God does. There is a 
rare Example of this in David's Carriage, when under his greateſt Aﬀfliftion : 'twas in 
his flight from his Son Abſalom, who endeavoured to deprive him of his Kingdom and 


2Sam.15. 25. ] ife, And the king ſaid unto Zadeck the prieſt, Carry back the ark of God into the City : 


| Co 


if I ſhall find favour in his eyes, he will bring me again, and ſhew me both it and his habi- 
tation ; but if he ſhall ſay, I have no delight in thee, behold here I am, let him do to me 
as ſeems good unto him. O happy frame! his Spirit was ſo equally balanced, That if 
God would ſuffer a Rebel thar violated the moſt tender and ſtrict relations of a Son and 
Subje& to a Gracious Father and Sovereign, the Murtherer of his Brother, and a Par- 
ricide in his Deſires, to uſurp his Throne, he humbly ſubmitted ro it. 

The Duty of Reſignation conſiſts in the compoſure of the AﬀeCtions to a juſt mea- 
ſure and temper, when under the ſharpeſt Diſcipline. Of the Paſſions, ſome are tender 
and melting, others are fierce and ſtormy, and if a ponderous oppreſſing Evil happen, 
or the loſs of that good that was very pleaſing, they ſometimes join together, as the 
Clouds at the ſame time diſſolye in Showers, and break forth in Thunder and Lightning. 
Now when ſanctified Reaſon hath a due Empire over them, and the Soul poſleſſeth it ſelf 
in Patience, it is a happy Effet of Reſignation to the Divine diſpoſal. Of this we have 
an eminent inſtance in rhe afflicted Saint forementioned. When David was ſo wickedly 
reproached by Shimei, and Abiſhai fired with Indignation, would preſently have taken 


: 3am. 16. 9, exemplary Revenge, by ſtopping his Breath for ever : Should this dead dog curſe my Lord 


the King? Let me go over, I pray thee, and take off his head. How cool and calm was 
David's Spirit ? he felt no zſtuations nor tumulrs within, expreſt no outragious com- 
plainrs, bur ſaid, Let him curſe, becauſe the Lord hath ſaid to him,. Curſe David. There 
15 a twofold exceſs of the Sorrowful AﬀeCtions in Troubles: 


I. In the degrees of them. 
II. In the continuance. 


Firſt ; In the degrees of them, when they excced their cauſes. Afflictive things thar 
deeply wound us, are uſually repreſented by rhe refleQtiori of Sorrow, with all the 


heightning Circumſtances, the Loſs as unvaluable, the Evil as intolerable. As objects 


appear greater than their true Proportion, when ſeen through a Miſt ; fo do Evils, appre- 
hended thro' Grief: and after ſuch a falſe judgment the Paſſions take their violent courſe, 
and the Spirit ſinks under overwhelming heavineſs. The Soul js diſabled from perform- 
ing what belongs to it, with reſpect to the general and particular Calling, pal cannor 
with freedom wait upon God, bur neglets irs Duty and Felicity. "Twas the Complaint 
of the afflicted Poet, | 


Hei mihi quod miſeros prudentia prima relinquit. 


The firſt effe& of Miſery is black confuſion in the Thoughts, that the Mind doth not 
diſtintly conſider and apply ſuch thing as would be effeQtual ro mitigate, or rc- 
move it. Befides, as when the Stream overflows the Channel, it runs foul and turbid: 
So immoderate Sorrow often cauſerh ſecret Diſcontent and Anger at che Almighty, dif- 
Pg and tormenting riſings of Heart againſt his Providence. All Things are diſor- 

ered and turbulent in the lirtle and marvellous Monarchy of the Soul. And ſuch ſeeds 
of incitarion are in our corrupt Nature, that in the extremity of Anguiſh, the furious Paſ- 
ſions ſwell into a Storm, and break the reſtraints of Reaſon and Grace. Fob in a hor fir 


_ expoſtulares ſtrangely with God, Is zt good unto thee that thou ſhouldeſt oppreſs > He, was a 


Holy Man, and a Prophet, who in the Paroxiſm of his Paſſion, curſt the day of his birth. 

Secondly ; There. is an exccſs in the continuance. , | 

Deep Grief doth more arreſt the Thoughts upon its obje&, than the Aﬀeion of Joy 
doth. The Mind is not ſo cafily diverted from what afflits, as from what delights. 
The main ſtrain of the Soul is towards the mournful Obje& ; and in the midſt of Com- 
forts ro ſupport the fainting Spirits, rhere ſtill remains a ſad remembrance of that which 
torments : a ſwarm of ſtinging Thoughts continually wound and inflame the Breaſt : no 
Counſels prevail, but the Soul is reſolved in its Grief, and always reſtleſs with a bitrer 


deſire 
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declared, we muſt with Humility and Meckneſs ſubmit; for he hath an equal 


_- . dience to acknowledge his Dominion. When -E1; rece 


Propriety in them was derived” from his - Favour, and \otir Pofſeſito 
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deſire of what is irrecoyerable. Thus the Prophet deſcribes the” Miſery of Rachel, Jet. 31.15. 
weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, becauſe they were not, AS Tome 
Venomous Creatures turn all that they eat into Poyſon ; ſo obſtinate S6rrow takes oc-' 
caſion from'every thing to encreaſe ir ſelf. This confumes the ſtrength, and rhe Mour- 


F 


4 


— —— 


ner lives only to feel his Miſery, and thinks Death too ſlow for him, thar'was fo'preci- © - 
pirate for the Perſon lamented. Thus by the fixed Contemplation of its Trouble, the © . 


Soul 'is diſtracted from irs heavenly Original , and from purſuing its bleſſed end; 
and indulgeth its Sorrow, as if the loſs of a Temporal Comfort were'utterly undoing” 
to it. | | 

This obſtinate Grief is inconſiſtent with a reſigned frame of Spirit. Though in, gteat 
Afflitions, there will be a conflift of Nature, and it is Wiſdom to let Grief breath forth, - 
and have a Paſſage, yet Grace will aſſwage the Fury , and limit the time, by regardin 
the Will of God, and by deriving from the 'Springs of Comfort aboye, ſome inwar 
refreſhings, when the Streams below rorally fail. 0B PAIR TE T ts 

T ſhall now propound the Arguments that will clearly convirice us of this Dtity of 


Reſignation ; ſome of which are powerful to filence all rebellious Arguings, and ſup- 


preſs all the Tranſports of the Paſſions ; others to raiſe the drooping Spirits, and en* wn 

cline the Heart to a calm yielding, and compleat ſubjeion ro the Divine Will. 
The firſt Argument ariſeth from God's Original Supream Right 'in our Perſons, Ind * -: Fo 

all things we enjoy. He is the Fountain of Being, and'produced us. out of the depth 

of our native nothing, and made us lirtle lower than the Angels. -He is the Author of 

all our Good, the juſt and true Proprietor of all his Benefirs.- From hence refults his 6 


Sovereignty and Dominion over us, which is declared-in his Law, and the diſpenfati- 
ons of his Providence. His Law is the Rule of our Lives and Actions, his Governing 
Providence the Rule of our Sufferings and Paſſions. There is indiſpenſibly due, a free 
and full Obedience to his Commands, and an entire univerſal Reſignation to 'the Orders 
of his Providence. The Enjoyment of all-our Bleſſings is from his pure Goodneſs, and 
rich Bounty, which ov pes our humble and affeQronate Thankfulneſs ;: and his 'Re-' 
fumption of them ſhould be entertained with a Holy and a Patient Submiſffion.” He'pives 
them freely, and may recal them ar his pleaſure. + In'wharſoever inſtance his Wi 


in diſpoſing all rhings that are equally his own, and we-are bound by an equal *Obe 
ved the terrible Mdſſape of the 
Ruin of his Family ; the final exciſion of ir from the Dignity of 'the Prieſthood he” 
patiently ſubmits : /# 7s the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good. The meeridefite'; flows 9. 24; 
of exemption from his over-ruling Will, is a heinous Sin; and a ftubborn'uncompliance” 
with it in the iſſues of things,- is- dire& Rebellion, mixt with Tnpratitude' obſitruitiyve 
co our preſent Peace, and future Happineſs. ' Tf the afflicted would fo a while filpend, 
their Tears and Sighs, and- with free Reſon” conſider; "thi [whar* a] pu 


had in their deareſt Loſs, whether of a Pather,-a 'Son,of 'a Husband 'br-Wife, or ; wy 
other amiable and paſſionate Terms, yet "God hath a*nearer Right and juſter Chak n' 
thoſe Perſons, being his by the beſt Titles of Creation and Redemption, it woyk t | 
lence Murmurings and Tmpatience, and ftop the Sebpe '6f inordinate "Str; * Oki 


his Will, for his right in all his Creatures is unalienable;:''''This'C onific era nv: Y : 
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_— - {he Great Duty of Refignation. 


allies ts ow BOT confuſed in Unity. He is not compell'd by Neceſſity, nor changed by Liberty, nor 
mojur. offcium meaſur'd by Time : If we aſcend to the firſt Fountains of all Ages, then his Infinite 


Py ow Unde comprehended in one clear View, the whole Compaſs, Extent and Dy- 
peto.ag gal ration of all things, His powerful Word made the viſible and inviſible World, and up- 


rm em off ho]; them. That which was ſpoken with Flattery, of a Roman Emperor, by * Seneca, 
jaw: <p =. (who as much degenerared from the Dignicy of a Stoical Philoſopher, in licking Nero, 
celligi non p+- as in biting Alexander ) is. abſolutely true of the Sovereign Lord of the World : His 


| ol Tow. Providence is the Band that unites the Parrs of the Univerſal Commonwealth, the vital 


lib. 1. Spirit and Vertue that ſuſtains all; Withour his Eye and Hand, his diſpofitive Wiſdom 
* Ii off vince and Power, the whole Frame would disband and fall into Confuſion and Ruin. He' is 


low per quod ſeared upon the Throne of the Univerſe. Thouſand thouſands of glorious Spirits miniſter 


pe On [1 #nto him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſtand before him, in the Quality and Humi- 
” Mey | | 


rin vital, liry of. his Servants, ready, to execute his Commands.. He is the Judge of the Living 


- fi ing Vas che Thoughts of it.; ;}. Lord, what is Man that thou art mindful of him ? or the ſon of man 
rrihatur., that thou regardeft him? Nay, we are beneath his Anger, as a Worm is not worthy of 


ye Glow the Indignation of an Angel, Now the more we magnific God, and cxalr his Autho- 


Ads 9g.. 6. 


Job 38. 4. 


of vidence, and the preſent Effet was, Fob 
erence the Divine Majeſty, and acknowledged his own unwor- 
Behold, 1 am wits, what fbail 1 anſwer thee 2 1 will lay 'my hand upon my mouth ; 
e thee, 1 abhor; my ſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes. The thickeſt Smoak by 
oeriding, diſipates and vaniſhes, If the, troubled. Soul did aſcend to Heaven, and con- 
ſider; that cven the worſt Evils are:either from the operation. or iſffion of the Divine 


{ 


Dan drncy the:cloudy diſturbing Thoughts and. Paſſions would be preſently ſcattered. 


_ 


Pla. 39. . David, had a blaſſed Experimentiof this in his Diſtreſs : 7 wan.dunb, ad opened not my 
6 beranſe thaw didht: it. 1 Sueh..an awkyl apprebenfion he had of God, as .tranſcen- 
d and. amacroumable. for his Proceedings. When any impatient 
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For thus. by 


Ui wing Storm of Paſſions. : Impatience arifeth from the Ignorance of God and our 
{OIas. ts ern MM eh Fs | 


that 1 ans God. + The actual Conſideration of his Supremacy will be powerful to lay rhe 
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on us, for we deſerve them. If we were free from aQtual Sins, yet our depraved na- 
ture, ſo repugnant to the pure Law of God, inyolyes us under an Obligation co Puniſh- 
ment. If ly not been attainred with the guilt of Original Sip, yet the Sins commit- 
ted in the courſe of our Lives, make us deeply obnoxious to Diyine Juſtice : How much 
more the concurrent guilt of Original and Actual Sins >. The ads of Sin are tranſient and 
pb away ; but the guilt and ſtain of Sin, and the. Conſcience "of Sin remain, and no 


© AN 


b 
þ *© 


eſs than Eternal Puniſhment is commenſyrate to the, ghbljquity. . From hence there is the | 
cleareſt Reaſon to juſtify God in all his Proceedings.: Righteouſneſs eſtabliſhes his throne. '- +. ©, 
The Prophet ſaith, Thy righteouſneſs is like the great mountains, thy judgments are a great Pal. 36. 6. 
deep. The ſpecial ends of God in ſeyerediſpentations, are ſometimes indilctrnible, bur | 
never unjuſt; his Righteouſneſs-is obvious to every eye. The actual conſideration of 
this is powerful to filence the uproar of the Paſſions, and to make us lic humbly ar his - . _ 
Feet wnder the ſoreſt Chaſtiſements. 7 will bear the Tndignation of the Lort! (withoug Mic. 7. 9. © 
| murmuring, faith the afflicted Church) becauſe 1 have finned againſt him. As diſobe- 
dience in our Inclinations and Actions, 1s a tacit refleQtion upon the equity of his Law, 
as if the reſtraints of it were unreaſonable ; ſo Impatience. and fretful Diſcontent is upon 
the equity of his Providence, as.if the afflicting diſpenſations of it were not due to us: 
b And the lenſe of our Sinfulneſs, and God's Rightecuſnels, is an excellent preventive of 
it. If thou art in great Afﬀlictions, and feeleit any tumultuous Thoughts, any rebellious 
'Þ Riſings within thee, conſider thou art a Sinner, guilty. of Ten thouſand Proyocati- 
ons, and dareſt thou appear before his inlightned and terrible Tribunal, and Challenge | 
him for any unrightcous Proceedings? Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man for the -"_ 3-39: ? 
4 puniſhment of his fins? Surely it is meet to be ſaid unto God, I will not offend , any more.” * 300 

 - , That which I know not, teach thou me ; and if I have done iniquity, 1 will do no more. 
|, Beſides, all the Puniſhments of Men here, are with Merciful Allays, . not in juſt pro- 
portion to their Guilt, The Church in its calamitous State, deſcribed jn the moſt dole- 
: ful Lamentations of Feremiah, when the greateſt number of the Jews periſhed by the 
Sword, or Famine that attended the War, their City and Temple were laid in Ruins, 
and the unhappy People that eſcaped the fury of the Chaldeans, were the Captives:and '- + 
Triumphs of their Enemies ; yet in that unparalleld Afﬀflition ſhe acknowledges, /t 3s Lam. 3. 22. | 
the Lord's mercies that we are not utterly and totally conſumed ; and lays her Mouth in the 
Duſt, a poſture of the loweſt abaſement. And Holy Ezra reflecting upon that dreadful 
Calamity, acknowledgeth their Puniſhment was beneath their deſert, as their Nelive- . - }; 
ance was above their expeCtation : And for all that is come upon us for our evil deeds and Fi 9. 13. 
| great treſpaſſes, ſeeing thou haſt puniſhed us leſs than our iniquities deſerve, and given us ſuch 
a deliverance as this. Our Deſerts are leſs than the leaſt of God's Mercies, and our __ . ... 
Offences grater than the greateſt of his Judgments. This ſhould make us not only pa- Levir. :6. 41. 
tiently ſubfnit, ut humbly accept the puniſhment of our iniquity, as far leſs than what is 
deſerved. If the Sentence of Death againſt a MalefaQtor be exchanged for Baniſhmenr, 
| or Banjſhment be remitted for a ſhort (gr whos; 1s there not incomparable more cauſe 
to be thankful for what is pardoned, than to complain for what is ſuffered 2 What Ingra- » 
titude is it to be impatient and murmuring for theſe /ight affiitions that are but for a mo- 
| ment, when we deſerve an eternal and inſupportable weight of Miſery in Hell? Ir is. 
i | infinitely more becoming us and ſafe, to argue againſt our irregular Paſſions, than to 
| tax his Righteous Diſpenſations. | OS Ee. 

Thirdly ; his Power is immenſe and uticontroulable, and it is a vain attempt to .con- 

tend with him, as if the Eternal Order of his Decrees could be altered or broken. The 
Conteſt between God and the Sinner, is, Whoſe Will ſhall ſtand. Tris his glorious work. 
to depreſs the Proud, and ſubdue rhe ſtubborn refractary Spirirs. The Puniſhment of 
the firſt-Pride in the Angels, is an Eternal and terrible Example of his powerful Juſtice ; 
and how intolerable a Crime it is, that Heaven could not bear, bur, preſently opened, 
4 and the Guilty fell into the bottomleſs Pit. Now Pride js a ſeminal Eyil, and lies at the 
root of Stubbornneſs and Impatience under Judgments. Proud Duſt is apt to fly in God's 
Face upon every motion of the Aﬀicting Paſſions. And by the reſiſtance - of ſelfWill *  . . 
he is provoked to more Sevetity. Wo be to him that ſtrives with his Maker. ., This is to 1M 45: 9: 
be like a reſtive Horſe or Mule, without Underſtanding, that flings and foams when rhe 
Burthen is laid upon him, but gets nothing but Blows, without the removal of the 
Burthen. Ir is our Duty and Intereſt to obſerve the Bleſſed Apoſtle's Direction, Humble » Per. 5. 6. } 
your ſelves under the mighty hand of God, and he ſhall exalt you. There is a pallive hum: 
bling by his irreſiſtible Providence; and an active voluntary humbling, which implies a 2 
j ſubyeCtion to his Law, and a ſubmiſſion to his Providence : This is infinitely ng + 
to him, tis the right diſpoſition that prepares us for Mercy, and is the certain way of "WM 
Exaltation ; for then God obtains his End. Ths humble proſtrating' our ſelves art. his, 
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Feet to reccive his Corre@tion, cauſes his Bowels to relent, and ſtops his Hand: the ſeem- 
ing humiliation of Ahab procured a reſpite of thoſe fearful Judgments denounced againft 
his Houſe. It is faid of the generofity of the Lion, that he ſpares his proftrate Adver- 
ſary. In ſhort, our Salvation depends upon our ' humble demeanor under afflitive Dif- 
Heb. 12. 9s. penſations. We have had fathers of our fleſh which correfted us, and we gave them reve- 
rence; ſhall we not much more' be in ſubjefion to the father of ſpirits, an tive 2 Unſub- 
miſſion induces a deadly guilt upon the Rebellious. Sa ny 8 er BE IG 
Fourthly ; His Paternal Love in ſending Afflictions, is a ſufficient Argumentro win our 
compliance with his Will. The Bleſſed Apoſtle' applying Lenitives to rhe afflicted, pro- 
pounds two Divine Truths; that if ſeriouſly thought of, and ſtedfaſtly believed, are 
powerful to mitigate the acerbity of all Sufferings, and ſupporr rhe Spirit in the greateſt | 
Heb.12, s, Agony. The firſt is, God ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth: And the other that ig | 
Joincd with it is, Whom the Lord loves, he chaſteneth. ” 
The Rule is general: | 
Firſt ; All his Sons are under the Diſcipline of rhe Rod ; and who would be ſo unhap- 
py as to be exempted from that number, for all the Proſperity of the World? Aﬀidtions 
{fanctified, are the conſpicuous Seatof their Adoption and Title to Heaven : And who would | 
forfeit the Honour of thatAdoprtion,and loſe the benefit annex'd to it,the eternal Inheritance, 
rather than patiently bear his Fatherly Chaſtiſements ? Others that enjoy a perpetual Spring 
of Pleaſure here, are declared Baſtards, and not Sons: They are indeed withm'the com- 
paſs of his Univerſal Providence, but not of that Peculiar Care that belongs to his Sacred 
and Sele& Progeny. His Correttions are an Argument of his Authority as our Father, 
and an aſſurance that we arc his Children: This ſhould induce us nor only with ſubmifs 
Temper of Soul, but with Thankfulneſs to receive rhe ſharpeſt CorreCtion from the hands | 
of our Heavenly Father. This was the reafon of our Saviour's meek yielding'himſelf 
to the Violence and Cruelty of his Enemies. The cup which my father hath gruen me, 
ſhall I not drink it ? | oe WY 


J 


Secondly; Chaſtiſement is the effe& of his Paternal Love : He is the Father of our 
Spirits, and that Divine Relation carries with it a ſpecial Love to the Spirits of Men, 
and in that degree of Eminence, as to ſecure and adyance their happineſs, though to the 
deſtruction of the Fleſh. The Soul is of incomparable more worth than the Body, as the 
bright Orient Pearl than the mean Shell that contains it: This God moſt highly values; 
for this he gave ſo great a Price, and on ir draws his Image. If Temporal Proſperity 

Rom. 8. 32. were for our beſt advantage, how willingly would God beſtow it on us'? Ze that ſpared 
not his own Son, but gave him up for us all, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all 
things > Which Words, among all that the Holy Ghoſt hath diftated to the Interpreters of 
God s heart to his People, are moſt expreſſive of his Love and Bounty, and moſt for their | 
Comfort. He that gives Grace and Glory, the moſt real Teſtimonies of his Love, cer- 
tainly withholds no good thing from them. . T ſhall produce one convincing Inſtance of 
this. St. Paul, who by an incomparable Privilege was rapt up to the Celeſtial Paradiſe, 
and heard incffable things, yet was tormented by the Angel of Satan, and his earneſt re- 
peated Prayer for deliverance not preſently granted. Did not God love that bleſſed | 
Apoſtle, whoſe internal Love to Chriſt almoſt equall'd the Seraphims, thoſe pure everlaſt- q 
ing Flames, and was expreſſed in the invariable Tenor of his Life, by ſuch miraculous þ 
Actions and Suffcrings for the propagating and defence of the Faith of Chriſt, and the 
Glory of his Name? Jf we love him becauſe he firſt loved us, as St. Fohn reſtifies,' certainly 
he that returned ſucha ſuperlative Aﬀection to Chriſt, received the greateſt Love from him. 
Now if- Chriſt did love Paul, why did he not upon his carneſt repeated Prayer, deliver 
him from his wounding Trouble, whatſoever it was > Thar Permiſſion was a demonſtra- 

2 Cor. 13. 7. tion of the Love of Chriſt to him, as it is acknowledged by himſelf; Leſt T ſhould be ex- 
alted above meaſure through the abundance of revelation, there was given to me a thorn in the 


fleſh, and the meſſenger of Satan to buffet me. Thar the AffliCtions of the Saints proceed 
from God s Love, will be evident, by conſidering, 


T. His gracious Deſign. in ſending them. 


I. His compaſſionate Providence over them, and his affiſting Power afforded to his 
People in their Troubles. | | 


III. The happy iflue out of them. 


Hzb. 12. 10. 
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Firſt ; His gracious Deſign in ſending them. God doth not afflift willingly, But if need be ; 
not for his own pleaſure, but for our profit , that we may be partakers of his holineſs. The 


| expre{ſ:on | 


f 


| The Great Duty of Reſignation. 273 
| | by Expreſſion is high and emphatical, his Holineſs, the brighteſt Glory of his N ature, the 
' divineſt Gift of: his Love. 


The two principal parts of Holineſs, are ceaſing from doing Evil , and learning to do 
Well. And Afﬀfiictions are ordained and ſent as profitable for both rheſe Effects. 


1. For the prevention or cure of Sin, -which is an evil incomparably worſe in its Na- 
rure, and terrible conſequents in this and the next World, than all meer affliting tem- 
poral Evils. Sin defiles and debaſeth the Soul, which is the proper Excellency of Man, 
and ſeparates from God our Supream Good. Tour fins have ſeparated between you and 1. ,, , 
your God, and have hid his face from you. All AffliQtions that can befal us here in our Per- 
| ſons or Concernments, the moſt diſgraceful Accidents, the moſt reproachful' contume- 
| lious Slanders, the moſt loathſome-contagious Diſcaſes , that cauſe our deareſt Friends 
| to withdraw from us, yet catinob deprive us of Union with God by Faith and Love, 
nor of the Fruition of his propitious Preſence. Lazarus when covered with Ulcers, was 
kiſſed with the. Kiſſes of his Mouth : Burt Sin harh rhis pernicious Effe&, it ſeparates 
from his gracious Preſence here, and, if continued in without Repentance, will exclude - 
from his glorious Preſence for ever. Now AfﬀtliQtions are Medicinal Applications for the 
Cure of Sin, the Diſeaſe and Death of the Soul, and therefore infinitely worſe than 
che ſharpeſt Remedies. 7 Ft. 

The Beginnings and Progreſs of Converſion to God, arc uſually by ſanRified Aﬀlicti- 
ons. Indeed, conſidering our folly, and perverſe abuſe of his Bleſſings, they are the 
moſt congruous means for our Recovery, The Light of God's Law doth not ſo'power- 
fully convince us of the Evil of Sin, till felt in the Effets of it; Thy own wickedneſs 
ſhall corre thee, and thy backſlidings ſhall reprove thee ; know therefore and ſee that it is 
an evil thing and a bitter, that thou haſt forſaken the Lord = God, and that uy fear is not 
| 7n thee, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. The InſtruQtions of the Rod are more ſenſible than of 
the Word ; as the feeling of a tormenting Diſeaſe produceth another kind of underſtan- 
ding of it, than the reading of its Nature in Books of Phyſick; and they make us 
more attentive to God's Call, and leave a deeper Impreſſion upon us. It is E/ihuhis obſer- 
vation, If finners be bound in fetters, and held in cords, then he ſhews them therr works, 1p ,6.8, g. 
and their tranſgreſſons , that they have exceeded. AfﬀiiQtion clatifies their fight, makes 
Sin to be as heinous in the view of Conſcience, 8s'iti its owt foul Nature.” It follows, 
He openeth alſo the ear to diſcipline, and commandeth that they return from theif intquity. yer. 10. 
Gentle Mcthods were leſt upon them, but by Judgments he cfteQually commands, they 
; relent and return to their Duty. . And after Converſion , we need theit Diſcipline, ro 
| make us more circumſpe& and obedient. The Pſalmiſt declares, 1t 7s good for me that pra. 11g. 
| 7 have been afflifted : For before he was afflicted he went aſtray : He was rediiced from 
| the Error of his Ways by his Troubles : And 'twas his experimental Obſervation, 7 
know in faithfulneſs (from the Conſtancy of Love) thou haſt affliied me. Nothing fo 
cools our Zeal to Eternal things, as the Love of the World. Vital Heart declines and 
languiſhes, as the feveriſh Heat is inflamed ; and till we feel the Vexations, we are al- 
lured by the Vanities of the World : Therefore God is pleafed by ſuch bitrer means to 
make us more Holy and Heavenly. Sometimes he removes with Jealouſie thoſe Olyeas 
to which our Hearts are ſo entirely engaged, that che Enjoyment of them intercepts the 
aſcending of our Aﬀections to himſelf. Beſides, he will nor ſuffer us to periſh' in Pro-- 
ſperity. We are chaſtened of the Lord for our amendment , that we may not be condemned , FILED) 
with the unreformed world. And is not this-ati infallible Teſtimony of his Love > David © © 
ſaid, Let the righteous ſmite me, and it fhall be a kindneſs ; let him reprove me, and it ſhall pra. c,_;} 


Jer. 2. 19.) 


pn 


be an excellent oil. If he valued the Reprehenſions that were not contumelious and jnu- 
rious, not to upbraid but reform him, as a Favour and dear Obligation, how much more 
ſhould we the CorreQions of our Heavenly Father? And it will be a greater incitemenc 
to an humble and grateful Acceptance of this Diſcipline, if we cnſiler what a ſevere 
neglect it is, when God ſuffers the Wicked to lead a voluptuous Life without diſturbance: | 
They are encircled with Riches and Honours, ſoftned with Pleaſures, charmed with in- 
ticing Objects, and thus become harden'd in Sin ; they are Riotous and Luxurious, and 
give the Reins to their corrupt unruly Appetites without controul ; the Slaves of Senfe, 
led only by Principles of Pleaſure, and hereby are inexcuſable, and made ripe for Perdi- 
tion, and CE for final Vengeance. Others, though not guilty of ſcandalous Enor- 
mities, yet are by continual Proſperity ſettled upon their Lees, . careleſs and ſecure, »eg- 
left the great Salvation, and ſay in. their Hearts, 7? is good to be here ; and their Dam- 
nation 1s as certain, though not ſo viſible, as of thoſe who commit groſs and = 
Wickedneſs. Sad Preterition ! In the midſt of Pleaſures they are truly miſerable. They 
have juſt reaſon to be abandoned to Rey. being forſaken of the Love of Gon. _ 
O 2 ramble 


- 


_ The Great Duty of Refignataon. | 


mmm 


——_ ——  —— — —_— _— 


Bramblo-is not cut, when the Vine is pruned till it bleeds, in order to i:s fruitfulneſs ; 

This letting them alone to take their fill of Pleaſures, is a heavy Preſage of final Ruin, 
Heb. 4. 13 When the Patient 15 deſperate, the Phyſician lays no Reſtraint upon the diſeaſed Appe- | 
tite, but permits him to take whart he craves. 
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Beſides, the Intention of God is by Affliction to exerciſe and illuſtrate their G'zces. The 
molt excellent Chriſtian Virtues would be comparatively of little uſe, withour hard Trials. 
Unfeigned Faith in the Truth and Power of God to accompliſh his Promiſes, ſincere 
Love to him, humble Self-denial, perſevering Patience then appear in their Radiancy 
and Vigour. What a bleſſed Advantage is it, by the loſs of Temporal Comforts to in- 
creaſe in the Graces of the Spirit 2 They are the trueſt Riches, the fulleſt Joy, and the 
: Per. 1. 79. higheſt Honour of a Chriſtian. S. Peter declares, The trial of our faith is much more preci- 
ous than of gold that peri refined and reſplendent by the Fire of Aﬀidtion, and 
will be found unto praiſe, and honour, and glory, at the appearing of Chriſt. It is the Advice 
Jam. r. 2,3- of S. James, Count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations. Knowing this, that the 
trial of your faith worketh patience. Though Afflictions ſimply confidered, may be very | 
grievous, yet if we agvitedly weigh, and rightly compare things, even when our ſor- 
rowful Paſſions are moved, our Judgments will eſteem them matter of Joy, not only in 
expectation of future Happineſs, but as Divine Grace is thereby drawn forth in the moſt 
noble Operations. In ſhort, the ultimate Deſign of God in afflicting his People, is 
thereby to bring them to Heaven. Affliction mortifies the Luſts of the Fleſh, purifies 
the Spirit, and makes us fit for the inheritance of the ſaints in light. By perſevering Pa- 
tience in Sufferings, they are approved of God, and obtain a Right and Title to the | 
Kingdom of Glory. For according to the tenor of the Covenant of, Grace, Heaven | 
Rev. 22. {ſhall be conferred as a Reward to thoſe that overcome. If there be no Enemy, there 
will be no Fight; and if no Fight, no Victory; if no Victory, no Triumph ; only 
thoſe who conquer are crowned. 

The beloved Diſciple, with his Brother, though allied to our Saviour by Conſangui- 
nity, who expected by ſpecial favour to be glorified without a preparatory Trial, - yet 
he tells them, without drinking of his cup, they could not have a ſhare in his kingdom: And 

| this ſhould reconcile our Spirits to all our Troubles ; for rhe Apoſtle declares, who was 

a competent Judge, having been throughly acquainted with Griefs, and had a Proſpect 

Rom. 3. into the Glorious Kingdom ; 7 reckon that the ſufferings of this preſent life are not worthy 
to be compared to the glory that ſhall be revealed in us. 


WH. God's Love is diſcovered in his compaſſionate Providence over them, and aſliſtin 
Power afforded to them in their Aflictions : He ſpeaks to the afflicted and diſconſolate, 
Heb. 12. 5. My ſon, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him - 
| To {weeten by that tender expreſſion, the rigor of his Diſcipline ; to ſignifie his dear 
ſympathy with their Anguiſh and Sufferings. 
Heavenly. Conſolation ! God himſelf bears a ſhare in their Sorrows, zs afflifed in their 
Aﬀiitions : And the effect of this Love is, that he always tempers and: moderates their 
Trials to their Strength; or increaſes their Strength in proportion to the Trial. His Cor- 
reftions are deliberate Diſpenſations , that proceed from Judgment, not from Fury, 
Jer. 8. which the Prophet earneſtly deprecates. His Rods are bound up with Mercy, his Faith- 
fulneſs joins with his Aﬀection, in moderating their Sufferings. Ir is one Clauſe of the 
Pſal. 89. 3r , Covenant of Grace, made with Chriſt, typified by David, If his children break my ſtatutes, 
32, 33+ and not keep my commandments, then will I vifit their tranſgreſſſon with a rod, to amend 
not to deſtroy them ; but my loving kindneſs I will not take away from them, nor ſuffer my 
1 Cor. 10. 13. faithfulneſs to fail. The Apoſtle aſſures Believers, That God is faithful, who will not ſuf- 
| fer them to be tempted above what they are able, but will with the temptation make away to 
eſcape, that they may be able to bear it. Our Redeemer in his Agony was relieved by 
Heavenly Succour, the preſence of an Angel with a Meſſage of Comfort. S. Paub 
2 Cor. r. 5. found it verified by his own Experience, That as the ſufferings of Chrift abounded in him, 
2 Cor. 12.9: (. þzs conſolations abounded by Chriſt, and the Divine Power was accompliſhed, illuſtri- 
ouſly appearcd in ſupporting his weakneſs. How many have enjoyed Comforts of a 
more precious nature, and more abundant, in want of Supplies from the World, than 
in the poſſeſſion of them 2 When there is a total Eclipſe below, the blefſed Comforter 
deſcends with Light, and fills the Soul with Joy in believing. 

* Ainquam. The Hiſtorian tells us of a * clear Vein of Water that {ſprings from Mongzbel, (that 
vir demiſe preat Furnace, that always ſends forth Smoak or Flames,) yet is ſocool, as if it diſtilled 
frigere ante- from a Snowy Mountain : thus the Saints in the fiery Trial have been often refreſhed 
wertir. Solin. with Divine Comforts ; and ſuch humble Submiſſions, and gracious Thankſpivings 

have proceeded from their Lips, as have been very comfortable to thoſe about them. 


Thirdly ; 
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Thirdly « The Iſſue our of all, is the moſt ſenſible declatation of God's Love to them. 
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The continuance is limited by his tender Love, till they are prepated for Mercy. The 
Proſperity of the Wicked is Wine in the beginning, and Lees ar the botroni; but the 
wats and Afflicted ſtate of the Saints is firſt, and will at lengrh certainly end in Felicity. 
In the T —— 70b, the Devil was the Author, Chaldeans and Sabeans were the Actors, 


but the end was from the Lord. We arc inſtructed by the Apoſtle, That although no chaſtiſe- Heb. 15. 11. 


ment for the preſent ſeems to be joyous, but grievous, nevertheleſs afterwatd it yieldeth the 


peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs, unto them that are exerciſed thereby. It is ari allufion to rhe 
Rewards in the Olympick Games, when the perſons that overcame in thoſe Exerciſes, were 
crowned with Wreaths of Olive-Leaves, the Emblem of Peace. - Thus Chriſtians, who . 
with unfainting perſeverance in their Dury ſiiffer AﬀMi&tion, ſhall be rewarded with Holi- 
neſs in conjunction with Peace. This peaccable fruit of KEyghreouſneſs is not the natural 
product of Affliction : Grapes do not ſpring from Thorns, nor Figs from Thiſtles ; neither 
can it be ſo properly aſcribed ro the Afﬀicted perſon, as to the powerful Virtue, and ſpe- 
cial Grace of the Holy Spirit, who ſanctifies Affictions, and makes them profitable for 
effecting God's intention by them. And wheh the Afﬀicted perſon becomes more humble, 
more holy, more weaned from the World, more reſigned to the Will of God, this frai? 


unto holineſs will compenſate all their Pains and Sorrows. And in conjunction with Holi- wy 


neſs, there is a Divine Peace; a joyful Calm and Quietneſs of Confcienee, in the ſenſe 
of God's favour; his anſwers of Peace afe uſually a reward, according to the Operations 
of Grace: His Comforts are diſpenſed as Encouragements to Obedience. Beſides, wherl 
the ſinful Corruptions are purged out, which cauſed perpetual diſturbance,and our Aﬀections 
and Actions are correſpondent to the Divine Law, there is that clearneſs and ſerenity of 
Mind, that reſt and eaſe in the Soul, ariſing from its juſt arid due ſubogdination unto God 
which the diſobedient, in all theif ſeeming proſperity, rievet enjoy. There 7s no peace, 


ſaith my God, to the wicked. Theſe beginnings of happineſs are obtained hete, bur the 


perfetion of it is in the next Life. Bleſſed is the man that endureth temptation, for when Jun. 1. 14, 


| he is tried he ſhall receive the crown of righteouſneſs, which God hath promiſed to them that 


love him. The richneſs and value of the Crown of Life is ſo great, that God, the moſt 
wiſe and juſt eſteemer of things, gave the precious Blood of his Son to purchaſe it for us. 
It is a Felicity ſo tranſcendent in its quality, and ſtable in its duration, that the Bleſſed 
God cannot give us a greater ; For what greater good is conceivable than himſelf? And - 
what more ſtable enjoyment of -it than Eternity > The hope of this makes a Chriſtian 
bleſſed in the midſt of the greateſt miſeries. Our light afflitions that are but for a momeht, Cor. 4. 
work for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. | 

 Fifthly:; The infinite Wiſdom of God orders all things in the beſt manner for his own 
Glory, and the final Good of his People. If he governed by abſolitte Empire, none in 
Heaven or Earth might ſay unto him, What doſt thou> But there is an inſeparable con- , 
nection between his Wiſdom and his Will; he is the Xing Eternal, and the only wiſe God, 1 Tim. i. - 
as the Apoſtle joins thoſe Divine Titles. In this the excellence of the DivineLiberty ſhines, 
that tis always regulated by Infinite Wiſdom : He works all things according to the counſel of his Eph. 1. 11. 
will: This is ſpoken according to human conceptions, but muſt be underſtood in a ſenſe 
becoming the PerfeQtions of God: For Counſel cannot properly be attributed to God, | 
whoſe Underſtanding is Infinite, and in one view comprehends all things ; but as thoſe 
things are moſt compleat that are the product of our deliberate reaſonings and deep con- 


trivance ; ſo his work is perfef, for all his ways are judgment. Whenever we are diſfatisfied Dee. 32. 4: 


or diſpleaſed with his Proceedings, it is from the Error of our Minds, and the Viciouſneſs 

of our Aﬀections ; we preſume to corre his Providence, as if it were defective in regu- 

lating the' affairs of this lower World ; but he is. wonderful in counſel, and excellent in wor- Ih. 28. 2g. 
king. In the Creation this regular and beautiful World was formed out of Darkneſs and 
Confuſion: And his Providence, that is now myſterious and veiled to us, will bring into 

glorious Order and ſweet Agreement, thoſe things in their final reſolution, that now ſeem 

ſo perplex'd to our Apprehenſions. "Twas a confounding reproach from God to Fob, Who Job 32. +. 


is this that darkens counſel by words without knowledge > His pafſionare exclamations were 


ſuch, as if the Divine Wiſdom had not diſpoſed all the Aﬀlidting circumſtances in the ſe- 
ries of his Sufferings; and that Holy Man being convinced of his preſumptuous Folly, 


repeats the Charge againſt himſelf with tears of Confuſion: Who is he that hideth counſel Job 43. 3, 6, 


without knowledge ? therefore have I uttered that I underſtood not, things too wonderful for me, 
which I knew not; wherefore I abhor my ſelf, and repent in duſt and aſhes : More particularly , 
Firſt; All things are ſo wiſely ordered, that God ſhall be glorified in the evenr; and 
itis the nobleſt diſpoſition of a Chriſtian, to prefer the advancement of his Glory, before 
all the Comforts of this Life, and Life it ſelf. Our Bleſſed Saviour in the Forethoughts of 
his Sufferings, was in diſtreſs and perturbation of Mind, like the darkening of ws Sky 

| ” efore 
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John 12. 27. before a grear Shower: Now is my ſoul troubled, what ſhall T ſay ? Father, fave me from 
wy this hour. But the ſhort conflict of Nature was preſently at an end, he willingly 
yielded up himſelf to be a Sacrifice to the Divine Honour, and ſaid, Father, glorify 
thy name. Moſes and Paul, whoſe admirable Zeal, had only a Parallel between themlelves 
in the ſame degree of Holy heat, deſired the Salvation of the Fews before their own, if 
God might be more glorified by it. This is the firſtPerition in Order and Dignity, in thar 
compleat form of Prayer compoſed by our Saviour, asthe Rule of all our deſires. T9 
Name be hallowed and glorified in us, and F us. The admirable Hiſtory of Fephtha's only 
Daughter, is applicable to this purpoſe; ſhe joyfully came forth to meet her Father, rerurn- 
Judg. 11. 36 ing Victorious and Triumphant after his War with the Ammonites. He had made a raſh Vow, 
* to offer up in Sacrifice ro God, whoever ſhould firſt meet him after his Victory, and upon 
the ſight of his Daughrer was ſo deeply wounded with Sorrow, that his Triumph was 
converted into Lamentations: Bur the Grief was only in the Father ; for in that firſt ſur- 
priſe of ſuch a terrible Sentence to be executed upon her, ſhe did not anfwer'his Tears 
with Tears, nor Lamentations with Lamentations , but faid unto him, My Father , 
if thou haſt 0 ened thy Mouth unto the Lord, do to me according to that which hath pro- 
' ceeded out of thy Mouth, foraſmuch as the Lord hath taken Vengeance for thee on thine Ene- | 
mics. Methinks the admirable Love and Generoſity in a young Virgin, to whom her 
Father's Honour and Exaltation was. more dear than her Life, upbraids us for our unwill- 
ing ſubmiſſion to thoſe Providential Diſpenſations that are ungrateful to Fleſh and Blood 
wherein the Glory of God is advanced. If we were called to Martyrdom for his Truth, 
and our Lives ſhould bleed forth, as Sacrifices on rhe Altar, or our Bodies be conſumed as 
Incenſe on the Cenſer, it were an unjuſt and ungratefu] complaint, ro expreſs paſſionate 
reluctancy againſt his Providence. If there were no other conſequences of our preſent 
Sufferings, but thE glorifying God, we ſhould be content. That is the worthieſt end 
- which he propoſeth to himſelf, and will accompliſh: His Divine Excellencies will be illu- 
ſtrared by the wickedneſs of Men, that ar preſent obſcures the Glory of his Govern- 
ment; his Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Mercy and Juſtice will be acknowledged, IN 
and magnified art laſt. = Oh 
2. His Wiſdom will order all things, cven the moſt affliting and dolorous, for the good 
of his People. - This is a fearful Paradox to a carnal Mind, thatjudgeth of Good and Evil, 
as preſent things are pleaſant or unpleaſant to ſenſe, withour regard to what is future. 
"Tis like Sampſer's Riddle to the Phzliſtines, Out of the devourer came Meat, and out of the 
ſtrong came Sweetneſs. But to the Mind that hath ſpiritual diſcerning, and judgeth of 
Good and Evil, as things are conducive or deſtructive to the happineſs of the Soul, ir is 
Rom. 8. 28, 2 clear undoubred Truth. We Know, faith the Apoſtle with rhe greateſt aſſurance, that all 
” things work together for good to them that love God. All things, the moſt adverſe to rheir 
preſent deſires, are ſo diſpoſed and over-ruled by his Providence, as if there were a ſecret 
intelligence and concert between them, ito | 605g the Happinels of the Saints: Thus in 
mix d Bodies the contrary qualities are reduced to ſuch a juſt meaſure and temperament 
by the Wildom of: the Divine Maker, that a found and healthful Confticution reſults from | 
them. We have a rare inſtance of this in the Hiſtory of Joſeph; his envious Brethren were 
the Inſtruments of his Exaltation; they ſold him for a Slave into Egypt to fruſtrate his Pro- 
pherick Dreams ; and there by many admirable turns of Pranddence Ta wasadvanced to the 
higheſt Dignity; and then was verified in him and his Brethren, zhat his ſheaf aroſe and 
ſtood upright, and their ſheaves ſtood round, and did obeiſance to hix. fbeaf. God had re- 
ſerved purpoſes of greater good for Joſeph, than if he had continued under his Father's 
render Eye and Care ; therefore 'tis ſaid in his Hiſtory, that they pertidiouſly ſo/d him, 
; but Ged ſent him. | He that attentively reads the Journies of the 7ſraclites through the 
, Wilderneſs to Canaan, cannot but wonder ar the Circuits and indire&t Motions in their 
: tedious Travel for Forty Years; and when near the Borders of the Place, fo long and ar- 
dently defired, they were often commanded to retreat in the ſame Line wherein they had 
advanced to it : Had they choſe the ſhorteſt way, and diſobeyed the Divine ConduQtor, 
they, had never entred into the Land of Promiſe : But following the Pillar that directed: 
their March, though they ſeem'd loſt in their intricate Wandrings, yet they obtained the 
joyful Poſſeſſion of it. This was a Type of the Saints Paſſage through a troubleſome 
| World, to the true Reſt above, -and that they are guided through many croſs ways di- 
Ecclef. 6. 12, rely to: the Kingdom of Heaven. Who knows, ſaith Solomon, what is good for a man in 
this life, all the days of his vain life, which he ſpendeth as a ſhadow > That which is defi- 
red with importunity, as tending to his Happineſs, often proves his Woe : Some had 
nor been ſo wicked, and conſequently ſo miſerable, if their .Luſts had. nor been cxcired 
by Riches and Power : Others had not been ſecured from deſtructive Temptations, bur 
ina low andafflited State. *Tis therefore both our Duty and Intereſt not to pray abſo- 
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| | lutely for any temporal thing ; but when our Deſires ate moſt paſſionate, to ſay with the 
humility and holineſs, the reverence and obedience of our Saviour, Not 'my will, But 
thine be done. We ſhall find our ſelves more nappy by the Divine Diſpoſal *of thin Ss, 
than if we had obtained our deareſt Withes, and moſt' ardent Prayers. © And wheti we 
ſhall come to the top of the Holy Hill, and look down on the various Citcuits.of Pro- 
vidence by which we aſcended, we ſhall then underſtand thar Wifdom and Love con- 
ducted us ſafely ro Felicity ; we ſhall approve and admire all the Divine Methods in or. 
der to our Blefſed End. Now the Belief of this ſhould compoſe us to a patient and chear- 
ful Reſignation of our ſelves to God's Providence and Pleaſure. Who would not accept 
of the Counſel of a Friend thar proceeds from Love, though his Judgment were not 1o 
exact as to be relied on? Much more ſhould we thankfully receive the Appointments of ' 
God, whoſe Knowledge and Aﬀection are equally ſuperlative, in whom” there is united 
the Wiſdom” of a Father's, and the Tenderneſs of a Mother's Love to” his Children. 
Briefly, As Jonathan by taſting the Honey ar the end of his Rod, had his' Eyes enligh- 
rened ; ſo the end of the ſevereſt Chaſtifements will convince them, that the Providence 
of God was more benign and propitious than they could imagine. Fs ways are as far a- 
bove our ways, and his thoughts above our thoughts, as the heavens are above the earth. 
This Point is applicable to us. | yo: EL Le: 
Firſt ; By way of Reproof for our unſubmiſhve Behaviour, in Aﬀictions, our uncom- 77 x. 
pliance with the Divine Diſpoſals. Some are in a ſecret Diſcontent at God's affliting Pro- 
vidence ; and this razeth the memory of former Mercies, and takes'away the reliſh of 
preſent Mercies ; as the ſweet Showers of Heaven that fall into the Sea are turned in- 
to its brackiſh taſte : Such neither- 'erjoy God nor themſelves. What egregious Folly 
and vile Ingratitude is this! All we have, 1s from his moſt free Favout; and ſhall we 
peeviſhly ſlight his Benefits, becauſe our Deſires are” not gratified in every reſpe? ' 
Others are moved with Anger and Vexation' for the Evils that befal them : As the Red-. 
hot Tron under the Blows of the Hammer caſts abroad fiery Sparks ; ſo their ſtubborn 
fierce Spirits, when afflicted, break forth in Expreſſions of Impatience and Diſpleaſiire, 
They count it a baſe abjeneſs of Mind, a deſpicable Pufillanimity, ro humble themſelyes 
under God's Judgments, and with Contrition 'for their Sins ro implore his Clemency. 
The woice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve, the timorous and weak creaturts : But when 
the heavens roar, the lions thunder back again. Thus ſtrong and ſtubborn Sinners, when 
they feel the Effects of God's Anger, are raging and furious in their Paſſions and Expref- 
ſions. The fooliſh man perverteth his way, his moſt grievous ſufferings are the fruits of his P*v« 19 4. 
fins, and his heart fretteth againſt the Lord as the inflifler of them. This is a high In- 
dignity to God, and an Injury to themſelves. For a vile Creature, a baſe guilty Wretch 
to murmur and ſtorm againſt God's righteous Judgments, argues a prodigious Forgetful- 
neſs, both of its Dependance and Obnoxiouſneſs to the Divine Tribunal. Tr is ſaid 
of the Adherents of Antichriſt, That they were ſcorched with great heat,” and blaſphemed Rev. 16. g. 
| the name of God, which hath power over the plagues, and they repented not to give him glory. 
Infinite Inſolence ! Such obſtinate Souls the Prince of Darkneſs poſſeſſes as his peculiar 
Dominion ; rhey have more need of Converſion than Conſolation. . Beſjdes, by impari- 
ence and vexatious fretting, they exaſperate rheir Pains, turn the Rod 'irito a Serpent, 
Vipers into Dragons ; and God's mighty hand is more heavy by their Reſiſtance. Bold 
Expoſtulations irritate his Anger, rather than incline his Mercy ; the wilful Man never 
wants Woe. With the froward, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, thou wilt fhew thy ſelf froward, or,” as Phil. 8. 
it is rendred in the Margent, wreſtle. The ſtrongeſt Sinner is not a Match for the Al- 
mighty ; if his Anger excite his Power, how eaſily, how ſuddenly are they deftroyed with- 
out remedy? Stubborn Impatience under the TInflictions of God's righteous Providence, is 
the neareſt Step to final ruin. Others are fo dejected and broken with Afflictions, that 
1 their continuance in the World it but a Living Death : Every thing entertains their Grief, 
and the beſt means afforded for their Reviving and':Comfort are ineffectual. Sorrow flows 
into Deſpair, they lament and languiſh as if their Caſe were hopeleſs and remedileſs. 
The Fountain of this black Stream, is a ſuperlative eſteem and affeftion to inferior things: 
And what is reſerved for the Bleſſed Creator > Tf a temporal Loſs be the moſt afflitin 
Evil, 'tis a ſign that God was not valued and loved as the chicfeſt Good. The difficul- 
ty of receiving Conſolation, ſhews the necefſiry of their being AﬀMidted : The Lan- 
guage of ſuch reſolved Sorrow is, They have taken away my gods ; and what have I more ? 
The ſole Objes of their Felicity are removed, and they refuſe to be comforted ; as if 
[no leſs Sacrifice were due to the remembrance of their Loſs, bur Life it ſelf. What a 
Diſparagement is this of the Divine Excellencies 2 Are the conſolations of God ſmall to us 2 
Is not his Love able to compenſate the Loſs of a frail, mutable, mortal Creature 2 Cannor 
| he pleaſe and fatisfie us without the Fruition of one earthly Comfort > This dejeQtion of 
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” | Spirit is equally undutiful as uncomfortable ;. our Gricts are ſometimes as vain and as guil- 
ty as our Joys; there is a tinfture of Diſobedience in our” Tears ; for we are comman- 
ded to mourn as if we mourned not, for the faſhion of the world paſſeth away; and we at 
once break his Law and our own Peace. Our Diſobedience 1n this is aggravated, as 


CHAR OOTY not only to the Authority and SanRtity of the Lawgiver, bur to his Lo- 


> « Y 


ving-kindneſs and Compaſſion. Ah, the miſerable Blindneſs of Humane Minds! and 
the more miſerable, becauſe voluntary. Who is more deſervedly unhappy than one 
that ſits upon the Bank of a River, and yet is tormented and dies with Thirſt 2 The 
clear, freſh Stream paſſeth before him, allures and invites him, but he will not ſtoop to 
drink ; this is the Caſe pf thoſe who neglect and refuſe rhe Spiritual Conlolations in 
John 3. 38,39. the Goſpel, that are compared to the flowing Rivers of Living Water, for their cooling, 
refreſhing quality. They meritoriouſly and actively bring Trouble to their Souls ; they 
Paſſions are the Inſtruments of their Miſery. He that is his own Exccutioner, has no 

excuſe of Dying ; he is juſtly, becauſe wilfully miſerable. 
Conſider alſo what a Reproach is caſt upon Chriſtianity, that ſo many virtuous Hea- 
thens in great Afflictions, were in ſome mcaſure ſupported by the Precepts of Humanc 
Wiſdom ; and that Chriſtians, to whom there is Revealed from Heaven, That an Erer- 
nal State of - Glory and Joy ſhall be the Reward of their patient Sufferings, remain ut- 
terly diſconſolate. I will ſingle out one Example. S::/pon the Philoſopher, when his 
City was deſtroyed, with his |Wife and Children, and he eſcapd alone from the Fire, 
Omnis bens being asked whether he had loſt any thing ? Replied, A1! my Treaſures are with me, Juſtice, 
mea mers WVirtye, Temperance, Prudence,and this inviolable Principle, Not to eſteem any thing as 
veg x ee, my proper Good, that can be raviſh'd from me : His Mind was ercc and ſtedfaſt under 
rantis, 'ruden- the Ruins of his Country. And others upon lower and leſs generous Conſiderations, 
Fre} ou have born up in their Snllerings How do ſuch Examples upbraid us, that their 'Twi- 
re quod eripi light excels our Noonday Brightneſs 2 If common Cordials raiſed ſuch couragious Spi- 
oo Seneca rits in them, ſhall not the Waters of Life, the Divine ſtrong Comforts of the Goſpel, 
Ds fortifie us to bear all Sufferings with a valiant Reſignation to the Good Will of God 2 
Can the Spirit of a Man, by rational Principles ſuſtain his Infirmities, and cannot the 
Spirit of God, the great Comforter, ſupport us under all Troubles 2 What a blor is this 
to Religion? Thoſe who will not be comforted, will not be Chriſtians ; by the ſame 
Holy Spirit who is {tiled the Comforter, we are the one and the other. If the precious 
Promiſes of the Goſpel do not alleviate our Sorrows, tis not from Infirmity, but from 
| Infidelity. 'Tis an incredible Miracle, that a Perſon can be in reality a Chriſtian, and 
not capable of Conſolation ; as if Eternal Life were not purchaſed by Chriſt for his 
People, or the preſent Sufferings were comparable to the future Glory ; or the Poſleſi- 
on of it were to be obtained after a Thouſand Years of hard trial : But if it were delay- 
ed ſo long, that ſenſible Duration ſhould nor ſink our Spirits ; for the Miſery that paſ- 
ſeth with Time, is not of moment with reſpe& to the Bleſſedneſs that is eſtabliſh'd for 

ever. 

Uſe 2. Secondly ; Let us be excited 'to tranſcribe this Divine Leſſon (ſo full of excellency 
and difficulty) in our Hearts and Lives. 'Tis caſic in Speculationto conſent to the rea- 
ſonableneſs of this Duty, but how hard to practiſe it, and to bear not too ſenſibly ſuch 
Evils as are incurable here 2 A deliberate, univerſal, conſtant ſubjeftion to God's Will, 
though contrary to our carnal Deſires and Intereſts , how rarely is it to be found among 
thoſe who in Tirtle and Profeſſion are his Servants? In active Obedience, ſome will rea- 
dily perform ſome particular Commands, but withdraw Subjetion from the reſt ; they 
ſeem to make Conſcience of the Duries of Piety, but neglect Righteouſneſs ; or elſe axe 
juſt in their Dealings, and careleſs of Devotion. Some are liberal, but irreconcilable ; 
they will give for their Honour, bur forgive no Contempt or Injury ; and as the dividing 
living Twins deſtroys them, ſo the Life and Sincerity of Obedience, that conſiſts in the 
union and entireneſs of its Parts, is deſtroyed by dividing our Reſpects to ſome Com- 
mands, neglecting the reſt. And in Paſfve Obedzence, many will ſubmir to lighter and 
ſhorter Aﬀictions, but if an Evil comes that nearly touches the Heart, or that remains 
long without Redreſs, they become impatient, or ſo dejected as to negle& their Duty. 
I ſhall therefore ſuperadd to the former Arguments, wherein the Neceſſity, the Equity, 
and the Policy of our Dutiful Reſignation to God's Providence is clearly+ſer forth, ſome 
other Motives and DireRions, that may be uſeful and effeual for this End. 


Firſt ; Look frequently to Jeſus Chriſt, the Author and Finiſher of our Faith : The 
Divine Wiſdom, to reform the World, allumed the Human Nature, and expreſſed in a 
Holy Converſation upon Earth, a living Copy of his Precepts, ro direct us in the vari- 
ous Parts of our Duty ; and becauſe the Exerciſe of Humility, Self-denial, and the reſt 
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of oF the ſuffering Graces, is "R difficulr to our frail m7 1 ls Natlite} _ aſee 1 od the. FE AI 
Croſs, and inſtructs us by ſuffering, to _ with his AﬀeQions, leaving 1 vs his Exatiip 
as the beſt Lecture of our Duty ; His Sufferings concern us tiot only in point'of Meric,” 
but Conformity. We can never enjoy. the Benef of his Paſſion,  vithour followi Fi 5 his 
Patern. His Example i is the Rule of the high rtcion, and w < 
reſt Obligation to imitate and honour him! 5-7 15 ht overcign an to whom | 
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the Apoſtle's advice to the afflifted, 70 cop der Vim thi endured ſuch contradiftion of fin- Heb. 12. 3. - 
ners againſt himſelf, that ye be not wearie ; and fant in your "minds. This CONE iS. : 
with greater force to make us humble "an patient "MF We conſider, 
Firſt; The infinite Dignity of his Be ſon. He was the Eternal and Only Son of God! 
and deſcended from the Throne E his Maje! diveſted - himſelf of his nfo of inſup- 
portable Light, that coticealed and manifeſted his Glo ro the Angels, was obedient Pal. 104. 
ro ts the Death of the Croſs, What are the higheſt and' beſt of Men to him ? 7 Were it not 
extreamly unbecoming ind undutiful for a Subject to refuſe ence to 2 jult Law, if 
che King that made the Law ſhould voluntatily obſerve it, and reſerve no other Avak- | 
rage to himſelf, but the Honour of cnaQing A ? Onr Saviour- did' not ſtand upon the 
Dignity and Liberty of his Perſon, being equal, with ood, and our King, but ins w__ 
complied with the Law, and ſhall we complain of its Rigt b, - 
| _ Secondly ; The Greatneſs of his 'Su erings. They were incomparable 25 to theit 
_- value, ſo in their degrees. He endured the equal Extremiries of Infamy and Torment, 
that are ſo contrary to the Inclinations of Mank ind. He w Tahoe by with 2 cruel | 
Diadem of Thorns, fcourg d, ſpit upon, derided, crucified : Inf ible Nature, as if | 
capable of Underſtanding and"Aﬀettion, was difl Jrdered if i'its whole Fr ime at h 
This Hedveris £ mparhized in Eclipſe | E arkneſs of the 
day, as Midnight, the Earth quak' with deep Tremblit sS, and the Rocks were re 
aſunder. AHd the Sufferings of his Sc from the incenſed Jultice of God were incon- 
ceivably great. Whdtis the worſt we ſuffer, either iminedj: m God, « n- 
rally from Men t6 his bitter Paſoh' Our Suffetirigs at crficil 
Miſery, compared to his deep Sorrows.” 0 ng MITRE Dead: 
"Þ hirdly ; - His Suffefings were moſt undeſeryed : For- _ vas the Ht | 
his Conception without The leaſt rainr of Sin, his Life of fti deft Party 
Obedience to the Divine Law. We. may. read the Proceſs of our Sifi 
their Guilt in his Paflion. He was made fin for us, (a Satrifice"1 4s 
arr who Knew no fn. As David when Lo 
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| _ patiently and couragiouſly did they endure the moſt cruel SUNEInea 


Hed. 12. 1. 


Pal. to. 


right hand of the Majeſty on high. Now our Bleſſed Saviour hath promiſed, 7o him that 
overcomes, will I grant to fit with me in my throne, even as I alſo overcame, and am ſet down 
with my Father in his throne. Unfainting Perſeverance in our Duty, ſhall be rewarded 
with No Glory of our Redeemer. And is not the proſpe and expectation of this: ſut- 
ficient to confirm our Minds, and make us patiently bear. the greateſt Afﬀlictions 2? 
Secondly ; The Conſideration of the ſuftering Saints in all Ages, 1s a powerful Per- 
ſuaſive to Patience. Thus the Apoſtle Fames dires Chriſtians, . 7. ake, my brethren, the 
prophets, who have ſpoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of ſuffering afflittion and 
of patience. And we have great encouragement from hence, if we conſider. _ | 
z. Thar thoſe who are of moſt precious account with God, and highly favoured by 
him, are uſually exerciſed with ſharp Afflitions. The ſingularity and greatneſs of a Ca- 
lamity exaſperates the Sorrow, when it is apprehended as a ſign of extraordinary Guilr 
in the afflicted, and of ſevere diſpleaſure in God that ſends it; bur prevent Trouble 
that ariſeth from thar Apprehenſion, the Scripture records rhe heavy Affictions thar 
happened to God's choſen Servants and Favourites. Hoſes, whom God honoured with 
the moſt condeſcending and familiar Diſcoveries of himlelf, was tried by long Aﬀidti- 


ons. David, a Man after God's own heart, was a long time hurled to and fro by rem- 


peſtuous Perſecutions from his unjuſt and iiplacable Enemies. Nas, who was digni- 
fied with ſuch Heavenly Revelations, that his deſcribing the Sufferings of Chriſt ſeems 
rather the Hiſtory of an Evangeliſt, than the Viſion of a Prophet, was ſawn aſunder. 

2. Their Nature was as frail as ours; their Afflictions as cutting and ſenſible, yer how 


.3- We have the ſame bleſſed Comforter to aſliſt us as they had, 


he ſame ble ' had, the Holy Spirit, He 
that is ſtiled the Spirit of Power, infuſeth a holy Magnanimity , to bear the heavieſt 
Sufferings. Now it is the Apoſtle's Inference from the Hiſtory of the Saints under the 
Old Teſtament, ſome of whom died Martyrs, and others lived Martyrs, by their con- 
ſtant and generous ſuffering various Evils for Divine Truth : Wherefore ſeeing we are com- 
paſſed about with ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, let us lay afide every weight, and the fin 
that doth ſo eafily beſet us ; and let us run with patience the race that zs ſet before us. The 
Mertaphorical Expreflion, a cloud of witneſſes, imports a numerous ,Company, and is by 
ſome of the Ancients interpreted as an alluſion to the Benefit we receive from the Na- 
tural Clouds, thar refreſh the Air, and skreen us from rhe ſcorching heat of the Sun. 
The Alluſion is too ſubtile and ſtrain'd, bur the Benefit is real ; for the admirable Ex- 
amples of their Patience and Courage are powerful to refreſh ſprrowful Spirits , We are 
encompaſſed with them as a Theatre. There is no kind of Affliction, and no part of our 
Duty, whereof there is not preſented to us ſome Example for our Encouragement and 
Imitation. It is alſo worthy of Obſervation, that Chriſtians have a ſpecial Obligation, 
Encouragement, and Aſſiſtance to bear Afﬀitions with chearful Spirits, above rhe Be- 
lieyers of the Old Teſtament. For under the Moſaic Diſpenſation, outward Proſperi- 
ty, Riches, Honour, Viftory, long Life, were the open Expreſſions .of God's Favour, 
promiſed by the Terms of that Covenant, as Rewards to Obedience. , Yet even then, 
ſome of the moſt excellent Saints were illuſtrious Examples of' patient ſuffering Afflicti- 
- 6ns. But in the Goſpel God hath declared, that his Deſign is to train up his Children 
by Sufferings, for their furure Happineſs ; that zhrough many tribulations they muſt enter 
into the Kingdom of God. And we find the truth of this by manifold experience, from 
the firſt Ages of the Chriſtian Church. Sr. Fohn, by Revelation, beheld a great multi- 
tude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
that ſtovd before the throne, and before the lamb, cloathed with white robes, and palms in 
their ' hands : And they all came put of great tribulation, and had waſhed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the lamb. Now ſince the Croſs is an Appendix to the 
Goſpel, we ſhould with more prepared Minds ſubmit to it. Beſides , if Believers then, * 
who enjoyed only Szar-light, leſs clear diſcoveries of rhe glorious World to come, were 
ſo patient and conſtant in ſuffering for rhe Truth; How much more ſhould we be ani- 
mated in our Troubles, to whom the Sun of Righteouſneſs appears, oaks g Life and 
Immortality by the Goſpel ? Tf they, who were partakers of the Holy Spirit in leſſer - 
wk were ſupported ; ſhould not Chriſtians thar reccive the Graces of rhe Spirit in 


richer abundance, be more comforted ? CF ne, 
- Thirdly ; All Creatures obey the Will of the Creator ; all the lower Rank ; Fire aud 
hail, ſnow and vapours, and ftormy winds fulfil his word. The Sun flood ſtill till Joſhua 
had compleated his Victory ; it ftarted back to confirm the Faich of Fezekiah. Nay, 
ſenſible Creatures will contradidt their own Natures at God's Command. The Ravens 
fed Flzas, and the Lions ſpared Danze. And Creatures of the ſuperior Order exactly 
fulfil his Will. The angels that excel in ſtrength, do his commandments: hearkning, to the 


voice 
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voice of his word. They do not uſurp upon his Royalty, nor make a of How Pow- 
er to deny ſubjetion to his Pleaſure. Now if the Inferior Creatures, who are under 
leſs Obligations, and cannot underſtand theif Duty; if Superior Crearures that excel us | 
in Nobility of Nature, and Dignity of State, perfeatly obey God ; ſhould ot their p 
Example ſtrongly incite us to ſubmit to his Will : | 
Fourthly ; It is our moſt glorious PerfeQtion, to'have our Wills united to the Divine 
Will. In Heaven Grace is in its exaltation, the Spirits of Juſt Men are made perfect by 
their Compliance with the Divine Will that abſolutely governs there. A privare Will : 
that compounds with God upon ſordid Capitulations, that.excepts againſt Xink or ſuf- 
fering what is diſtaſteful and harſh to the carnal part ; How unreaſonable, how degene- > 
rous and baſe is it ? But when the Will is obedient, ' enlarged, and uniform with God, B# 
tis ennobled. Tf our ſlow-pac'd Thoughts could conceive things as eafily, ſuddenly, a ind - xc of mage 
clearly as the Angels do, our Minds would be in the higheſt Elevation : And is,at not _a * avine 
more valuable and deſirable PerfeRion to will as God does, than ro unde ſta "if as. the £28 > ps 
Angels 2 
Feſides, Patience has a ſpecial Eminence above other Graces, and advances a Chiiſtian 
to the higheſt Honour and PerfeQtion that is attainable here. All Graces are of - the 
fame Divine Extraction, arid have the ſame general Effet upon the, Soul ; "They come 
from God, and produce a God-like Temper and Diſpoſition : But they are diſtinguiſh'd 
by their Objects and Operations : Some are Heroick, exercis'd about great things, and 
produce more Noble Actions: Others are humble, and converſant in meaner things 
and their Operations are leſs eminent. As SORgR the Birds, the Eagles fly aloft, and 
only ſtoop for a great Prey : The Bees fly from Flower to Flower, and extract a little 
Dew, but 'tis all Honey. Ir is the Counſel of S. Fames to the afflicted, Le patience 
have her perfeft work, in bearing Afﬀflictions, though heavy and continued, zhat you may 
be perfet and entire, wanting nothing. A ſingular Perfection and Encomium. i is attributed 
to Patience, in that the trial and exerciſe of ir is the moſt difficult part of our Duty, and 
without it we ca neither ef} the Commands, nor obrain the Promiſes of the gr a EI. 


_ was the moſt gl orious 25 i of ts Obedience ; 3 it — ho, or " whom are th, FRI 2 
all thin gs, 4 i or by whom are all things , bn ring ng many ſens to tat 55 
of their ſalvation perfect through Corings aticnce 4s- not 0 ET QUT, ..QUL 
has noble Operations. When our ' Sayiour, was.nailed to the on par: was. tl he "I ba | 
wherein all the poiſoned Arrows of Rage and Malice were received, he ſeemed only to 
Suffer, yet even then performed the molt divine Exploits, and obtained the moſt #lorj- 


ous Vidory ; he reconciled God, diſarm'd the. Law, ſubdued Satan, broke the Gates. _ 
of Hell,. deſtroyed. Death, and reſcued us miſerable. forlorn Caprives. Upon this,ac; 


count Chryſefom breaks forth iti, .rapturous Expreſſions, 'That our. Saviour ſufferi ring on 
the Croſs, was more Glorious than i in his Creating the World. _ Thu atience | 
Chriſtian, which in appearance. is only a- quiet bearing \Alidtion om God, - yet produ- | 
eth many bleſſed Effecs.: A Believer, 'while he feels. j4 a weight of God's Hand, -unce{- 
fantly [ks his Face with'the moſt ardent Aﬀections. He doth not murmur againſt rhe. 
Diſpleaſure of God, but mourns bitterly that He. hath deſerved it. _He ſurrenders him- 
ſelf ro the Divine Pleaſure, which is the pureſt A. of ;Obedience. © He ſubdyes;his un- 
ruly Paſſions, which is a more noble Vidory than. the Aichievements ox he:moſt cele 
brated Conquerers. *Tis true, the power of Grace Is very nk in reſif ung. ple 
ſant Temprations, the pernicious attraives of the Senſes and carnal Appertites; bug . 
more in the Battles 'of Patichce, by how much * tis more eaſie to N a 30 be cor rent 
without unneceſſary arid ſuperfici efling and-vainſul 
Evils. T will produce an : a aſtanc 
tion and Imitation of all. The firſt. 
covered by .rejeRing the immu 1 eDefire 
ters joind to draw his Fakes ys Jitebre 
Silence, is often more. perſuaſive to xhe.: 
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acquires a double Empire. But he had a Reverence of his inviſible Obſerver and Judge : 

How ſhall I do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God? Now that Joſeph in the Flower : 
of his Age, was not emboldened. by Solitude, not, Excited by Concupiſcence, nor poi- 
ſoned by the Breath of the Baſilisk, was an adritablc Effet of Divine Grace, He pre- 
ſerved his fincere and conſtant Innocence, as the Sun its undcfiled luſtre in the midit of 
all the feculent exhalations that aſcend from the Earth. 

The other Inſtance is Job, whoſe victorious Grace in the compariſon, is more glori- 
ous than thar of Joſeph ; for as the lapſes of thoſe who by Terrors and Torments violate 

| the Laware leſs culpable, and more excuſable, than of thoſe who by ſenſual Allurements 
Mitte placer tranſpreſs the Divine Commands, the Human Nature being capable of ſuch dolorous 
»onvag'iow % jmmprefſions 25 infinitely exceed all the Pleaſures of Senſe ; and conſequently the yield- 
ets ing for fear of vehement pains and extream evils, is leſs voluntary than What proceeds 
from the Love of Delights ; ſo proportionably thar Virtue is more eminent that remains 
firm, and preſerves us in our Duty, notwithſtanding the Batteries of extream Evils, than 

chat which preſerves us by flight from the deceirfu] ſenſitive good. 

The Holy Ghoſt has given us a particular Narrative of Jobs Troubles, and his Beha- 
viour under them: The loſs of a great Eſtate was but a preparative for worſe Calamities ; 
his Ten Children were all deſtroyed in a day ; his Body was covered with Ulcers ; his 
Wife, that in this deſolate Condition was only left to alleviate his Sorrows, unſpeaka- 
bly increas'd them; yet under this heavy weight of Miſeries, he did not expreſs one 
unbecoming complaint. His Patience exceeded all the Pains of his Body, and Griefs of 
his Mind. Who loves God fo ardently in his Proſperity as he did in his Afflictions? Like 
flaming Torches, that reverſt, the Flame aſcends with more force to Heayen. S. Auſtin 
admiring his invincible Temper, ſays, that Fob half dead on the Dunghil, was ſtronger 
than Adam, when Immortal in Paradiſe ; for with Indignation he repulsd his Wife, who 
was Satan's Inſtrument to tempt him ro Deſpair and Blaſphemy. How graceful and ami- 
able a SpeRtacle is a patient Saint ? He attraQs the Eye and Heart of God himſelf. Whar 

' an honourable Teſtimony proceeded from his Mouth, concerning Job, to vindicate his 
Job 2. 3. Sincerity from the Malice of the Accuſer ? Haft thou ſeen my ſervant Job, that there is 
none like him on the earth> Unparallel'd Saint ! who endured ſuch a ſucceſſion of Tragical 
Events with humility and ſubmiſſion! The active Holineſs of his Proſperous Life is not 
recorded with that Note of Eminency and Admiration, as his Patient Sufferings, for 
which he is univerſally Crowned with the Praiſes of the Saints in all Ages. Te have 
heard of the patience of Job! He is a ſpeQacle thar draws the regards of all, more fa- 
mous for his Patience than his Miſery. Tis the Saying of the Platonick Philoſopher, 
Take away from the Life of Hercules, the Tyrants he ſuppreſs'd, and the fierce Beaſts 
he ſlew, his Travels and Combats wherein his Courage was exerciſed and appear'd, and 
you leſſen his Vertue, the Hero is loſt: He that in the Opinion of rhe Heathen World 
deſerved a Deity; and is crowned with Stars in Heaven, will not have a ſpark of Glor 
on Earth to preſerve his Fame alive in Memory. Thus, take away from fo the Chal- 
dean and Sabean Robbers, the ſhower of Fire that conſumed his Eſtate, the Whirlwind 
raiſed by infernal Spirits, that deſtroyed his Children, his Diſeaſes, and his ctuel Wife, 
the exerciſes of his inſuperable Patience , and the honourable remembrance of Fob is loſt. 
If the Prince of Darkneſs had not tried all his Arts and Strength to overcome him, and 
had not been foiled in his Attempts, his Graces had not been fo illuſtrious. S. Peter de- 
clares, That the ſpirit of glory, and of God, reſts upon ſuffering Chriſtians. They are the 
Temples of rhe Holy Spirit, the Eternal Deity, wherein he diſplays his Divine Vertue 
and Glorious Power. In ſhort, God uſually conducts his People to the ſublimeſt degrees 


| of Grace and Glory by Suffering; the more they are tried and refined, the brighter their 0 
Crown will be. : 


5. Tis our Felicity quietly to reſign our Wills to the bleſſed Will of God. Patience, 

. conſidered as a moral Vertue, frees us from many Sorrows and, Vexations that are ſu- I 
pervenient to an AffliQtion, and are cauſed meerly from the Diſtemper, and unquiet diſ- 
orderly agirations of our own Paſſions. Nature inſtruQts. a Dog by licking his Wound + 
ro lical it, a lively Emblem of the healing operation of diſcreet Patience to the afflicted | 

_ Spirit. Patience linesthe Yoke, and makes it ſofter and more eafie to us. Beſides, an | 
humble and full Submiſſion ro the Will of God, as the Rule of Goodneſs, brings down E 
the Peace and Joy of Paradiſe into our Souls. The glorified Saints are raiſed aboye all 
Diſaſters and Troubles ; nothing can diſturb the ſereniry, or ſtain the purity of their 
Stare : From this Principle of PerfeQtion and Felicity, that God's Will is always accom- 
liſhed, ro which their Wills are entirely ſubordinate, in obedience to his Authority, and 

by their proper Inclination. As the Waters which in the Creation God ranſported above 
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the Heavens, are not moved as thoſe here below by the furious agitation of the Winds, 
| bur as if they were of a Celeſtial Nature , have the ſame regular Motion with the 


Heavens. The Angels, whoſe Zeal for the Honour of God, and Loye to the Souls of 
Men is incomparable, yet they ſee the Rebellion of his Sulyecs, whereby his Glory is 


obſcured, and the final DeſtruQtion of Rebellious Sinners, withour the leaſt diminution | 


of their Felicity, becauſe they always acquieſce in the Divine Will , chat orders all 
things for the beſt end. And ſo far as our Wills are complying with the Divine Will, 


we enjoy a Tranquility of Mind, which afflitive Accidents cannot diſquiet. St. Auſtin - 


deſcribes Bleſſedneſs to conſiſt in the Accompliſhment of our Deſires, and in having onl 
regular Deſires: Now a Saint whoſe Will is abſolutely reſigned to God's Will, las a fore 
taſte of Bleſſedneſs here ; for whatſoever happens to him here , is from God's Will that 
approves or permits it, and herein he finds Satisfaftion. What a pure undiſhirbed 
Pleaſure ſprings from this Conſideration , That the Wiſdom and Love of God chuſeth al- 
ways what is beſt for us? This will make us contented in every State ; even when olir 
Condition is not correſpondent with our Natural Deſires, our Defires are graciouſly ac- 
corded with our Condition. What expenſive Induſtry has been uſed to procure the fanſied 
Philoſopher's Stone, that changes all Merals into Gold, which if obtaind cannot make us 
happy 2? For as the natural Heat of the Body does not proceed from the Cloaths, bur 
from the Body that warms them : We ſee Perſons in the Fit of an Ague ſhake with Cold, 


though covered with Furs : So true Felicity doth not proceed from the outward Condi- 


tion, but from the Temper of the Mind. The Rich often want Content in the confluence 
of all things, . and are often diſquieted with the Fears of loſing their Poſſeſſions : Bur Ac- 


quieſcence in the Divine Diſpoſal always brings ſatisfaQtion to the Soul. 'Tis an inviola- 


ble Treaſure that cannot by the moſt violent Evils be taken from us. 
I ſhall annex Two Conſiderations more , - to ſhew how our Felicity is promoted by 
our patient Sufferings: | | : | 


Firſt, "Tis a bleſſed Aſfiitance of our Elef;on by the moſt fice and unchangeable Love 


of God. The Ayoltle tells afflicted Chriſtians, That whom he did foreknow, he did pre- Rom. 


deſtinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firſi-born among many 
brethren. If we ſuffer with his Divine Patience, with his humble and holy AﬀeCtions, 
tis a clear and certain evidence that we are PEO to Reign with him. Tf we bear 
the Image of our ſuffering Saviour in our earthly State, we ſhall bear his glorious Image 
in the Heavenly. The well-grounded Hope of this is very comfortable in the greateſt 
Afflitions , and will encourage us to perſevere in humble Sufferings. For if his Sove- 
reign Pleaſure has ordained us to Eternal Life, how juſt is it that we ſhould with an en- 
tire and reſigned Submiſſion yield up our ſelves to the Condu@ of his Wiſdom, as to rhe 
Ways by which we ſhall obtain it? | Hh 


4 


Secondly ; By a Filial Submiſſion to God's Chaſtiſements, we have a bleſſed Teſtimo- 
ny of our Adoption. "Tis the Apoſtle's comfortable Inference, If ye endure chaſtiſements, 
Ged dealeth with you as with ſons; that is, if without murmuring or fainting, if with 
that Reſpect and Subjection that is due to the high and holy Providence of God, then 


we may be aſſured of his Paternal Relation to us, and his Rod comforts us, as the 


Strokes of it are an Argument of his Care and Love to us. From hence proceeds inex- 
preſſible and peculiar Conſolation to afflicted Chriſtians: The ſame AMiction as to the 
matter and circumſtances, may be upon humble meck Sufferers, and refractary ſtubborn 
dinners, that kick againſt the pricks, but are can by the Intention of God. They 
are ſent to the Humble, as Corrections fromthe wiſe Love of a Father, who dearly re 
their Souls; to the Obdurate, as Ve ce from the righteous Severity of a Juc 
on the Humble they fall as ſoft as a ſhower of Snow; u e- 
Hail upon the Egyptians ; and the Iſſue of them is as diff 

La PL This ak Diſcipline continues but during our Mizority here ; when we arrive 
at the ſtate of Perfetion we ſhall not need it: this Life is bur a ſhort Tranſition to 
the next World. What Compatiſonis there between a few Years, and the Volume of Ecer- 
nal Ages? 'Tis the Conſolatory of the Apoſtle, 7he time is ſhort, let thoſe that weep be 
as if they wept not. Within a. little while afflited Sainrs ſhall aſcend to the Region of 
Bleſſedneſs; and no Cloud of Sorrow, no Shadow of Fear, no Darkneſs of Anxiety, can 
reach ſo high to darken and diſturb their Felicity : Weeping can endure but for a night, 
and Joy comes in the morning of the everlaſting Day. For a moment have I bid þ 
thee, but with Re i, 


the other as the ſtorm 57S 
ent'as Heaven and Hell. _ 


indneſs will I recerve thee, ſaith the Lord. Death 'is the laſt 
of the Lord draws nigh. 


ſtep out of Mortality and Miſery. Be ye alſo patient, ftablifh your hearts, for the coming Jun. z, 
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The Great Duty of Reſignation. 


» 


Secondly, To theſe Motives I ſhall add ſome Direftions for the Performance of this 
hard Duty. | | | 


 Diref. 1. A ſtedfaſt Faith in the Divine Providence and Promiſes, will compoſe the 
Soul to a quict Submiſſion to God's Pleaſure in the ſharpeſt Troubles. 

All things are under the intimate InſpeRtion, the wiſe Conduct, the powerful Influence 
of his Providence. This is one of thoſe prime, univerſal, rich Truths, from whence ſo 


* many practical Conſequences are derived. By Virtue of it we may infallibly conclude, 


2 Kings 4. 


Pal. 147. 5. 


1 Kings 22.34 


Mat. 0. 


that all things that come to pals, are diſpoſcd in the beſt Seaſon, and beſt Manner , for 
ys beſt ends. If we were admitted to the Council of State above, and underſtood the 


immediate Reaſons of every particular Decree , we could not be more infallibly afſur'd 


of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs, the ReQtitude and Equity of his Diſpenſations, than by 


this univerſal Principle, that is applicable to all Events, as Light to every Colour , Thar 


what God appoints is beſt. That we may feel the bleſſed Influence of ir more effectually, 
let us conſider that Divine Providence extends to the whole Creation : Tis Infinite, and 
over-ruling all things. God is pleaſed to repreſent it in Scripture, according to the 
narrownels of our Capacity : As Eliſha contracted himſelf to the Stature of the Shuna- 
mites Child, applying his Mouth to his Mouth, and his Hands to his Hands. Thus 
"tis ſaid, Ze rides upon the heavens, to ſignify his abſolute Power in ordering all the Mo- 
tions of the moſt high, vaſt, and glorious Part of rhe Viſible Univerſe. He telleth the 


number of the flars ; he calleth them all by their names. The Stars are the brighteſt and . 


moſt active Parts of the vaſt Region above us, and are called the Hoſt of Heaven, with 


reſpect to their Number and Order. God is their General ; and though they ſeem innu- 


merable to our Senſes, yet the Multitude is exaftly known to him, and yields ready and 
entire Obedience to his Pleaſure. From whence the Pſalmiſt infers, Great 7s the Lord, 
and of great power, his underſtanding is infinite. | 

There is nothing in the lower World exempted from the Empire and Activity of 


God's Providence. He is unmoyable, and moves all; inviſible, yet agpears in all. The 


moſt caſual things are not without his Guidance. 4 man drew a bow at. a venture, with- 
out expreſs Aim, bur God direRted the Arrow through the Joints of Ahad's Armour, 
that penetrated to the Springs of Life. The minuteſt and leaſt conſiderable things are 
ordered by him. A Sparrow does not fly or fall without his Diſpoſal. 'Tis not an Hy- 
perbolical Expreſſion of our Saviour, but an abſolute Truth, That all the hairs of our 
head are numbred, and not one falls to the ground without his licence. The voluntary and 
moſt indetermined Cauſes of things are under his Conduct. The hearts of Men even 
of Kings that are moſt abſolute and unconfind, are in the Hand of the Lord, he turns 
them according to his Pleaſure ; as the Streams of Water are ' by ſeveral Trenches con- 
veyed to refreſh a Garden, by the skilful Husbandman. He 

* Sin, that is the moſt diſorderly thing in the World , is not only within the Compaſs 
of his Permiſſion, bur is limited and diſpoſed by his Providence : And ſuch is his Good- 
neſs, that he would not permit it, .if his Power could not over-rule that Evil, for a Good 
that preponderates the Evil. And all aflicive Evils, by his own Declaration, are the Ef- 
feds of his juſt and powerful Providence. Is there any evil in the city, and I have not 


done it > His Providence is comprehenſive and compleat ; tio unforeſeen Accidents in 


the freeſt and moſt contingent Things, no unvoluntary Obſtruction in the moſt neceſfary 
things, can break the Entirencſs, or diſcompoſe rhe'Order of his Providence. The Lord 
ts. in heaven, he doth whatſoever he pleaſeth in heaven and in earth, in the ſea, and all the 


deep places. How exadtly and calily docs he manage and ovet-rule all things 2 The 


whole World is his Houſe, and all the ſucceſſive Generations of Men his Family ; ſome are 
his Sons, and by yoluntary 'SubjeQtion; others his Slaves, and by juſt Conſtraint fulfil 
his Pleaſure. "Twas the. Saying of a Wiſe, King, inſtructed by Experience, That the 
Art of Government: was like the laborious Travel of a Weaver, that requires the Atren- 


tion of the Ming, and the Adhyity of the Body; the Eyes , Hands , and Feer, are all in 


Exerciſe : And how often. is the Contextuxe.of Human Counſels, though woven with 
great Care, yet unexpeRtedly broke? So many croſs Accidents interpoſe, fo many Emer- 
Rennes beyond all Prevention ſtart up, that. fruſtrate the Deſigns and Hopes of the moſt 
otent Rulers of this World. But God diſpoſes all things with more Facility than one 


of us can move a Grain of Sand: The Government of the World has a leſs Proportion | 


to his  Infinixe Wiſdom and Uncontroulable Power, -than a Grain of Sand hath to the 
Strength of a Man. His Counſel ſhall always ſtand ; all ſecond Cauſes depend upon 
him in their Beings, their Agency and Influences. Nothing is executed in this viſible 
Kingdom below, but by expreſs Order from his inviſible Court ; and all Occurrences arc 
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The Great Duty of Reſignation 285, 


made uſe of for the accompliſhing the Deſigns of his eleing Mercy, in the Glorifica- = 
tion of his Saints. Now all that is comfortable and reviving, is conrained in this Prin- | 


ciple. If his Providenee reaches to the Birds of the Air, and the Lilies of the Fiel by 
much more to the Saints, in whom he hath a Propriety ; and ſich is his candeſcending 


Love, and inconceivable Benignity, that he ſtiles himſelf by the moſt endearing R ela-\ 


tion, Their God, They are the prime part of his vigilant care. "Tis 'S. Auſtin's affeAti-. 
onate Ejaculation, O Omnipotent Goodneſs, that ſo particularly regardef every ane of us, © Have cnnnþe 
as if the ſole Oljefts of thy tender care, and all of us as fingle erſons| The Sun ap lies its Rewgth 1 
quickening Influences for the produCtion and growth of a ſingle Plant'as particularly as gt 


Lan- 
if there were no other things ir: the World to receive them ; yer ar the ſame time.it paſ- ” ay" jad 


ſes from Sign to Sign in the Heavens, changes rhe Scenes of the Elements, produces 3g 

new Seaſons, and its ative and prolifick Heat, forms and transforms wharſocyer is chan- figs ' , 
ged in Nature. This is a fit reſemblance of the univerſal and ſpecial Operations of ag OED, 
Divine Providence ; what a ſtrong Seciitity doth this give to a Chriſtian in. the midſt of _ ** 
all Trouble in this corrupt and- changeable World 2 How will it clear the Mind from 
thoſe miſerable Perplexities, and quiet thoſe improvident, precipitant Paſſions that ſo 

often afflict the Aflicted > Whatever Evils befal the Saints, are with the Knowledge, the. 

Will, and by the Efficiency of God, materially conſidered; And is he defeQive in Wiſ- 

dom, Power, or Goodneſs, that what he does, either might or out to be better. 
otherwiſe 2 Indeed, ſometimes the ſpecial Ends of his afflicting Providence are in ſuch 

deep Obſcurity, that our Line 1s too ſhort to farhom, and the manner how G6d hall 

reſult from Evil is unknown ; but then we may conclude with Evidence, tis for the beſt, 
When Czſarius a Primitive Saint was afguing in hitMelf, how that Scripture could be 

true, That the Earth was founded on.the Waters; how the more weighty Element ſhould 
not ſink, and be overwhelmed by the other : He ſtopp'd.rhe courſe. of his Thoughts by . : 
this RefleCtion, 7 forgat my ſelf when I ſaid to God, How can this be > And admires that Dial. 1. 
which he could not comprehend. For inferior Reaſons we often pray, that particular 

Evils that are near, may be eros ; bur if they ovefrake tis, we may be ſatisfied that - 

they are appointed by . his Supream Reaſon and Everlaſting Counſel. As in a Conlorr 
of Muſick, the parrs are not formed when they are ſung, but were compoſed. before by 
the skill of the Muſician, and ev pare afſign'd convenient to the Voices of the Perſons. 
Thus the various Conditions and Paſſages of our Lives were fo Apo by the Sovereign 
Wiſdom of God from Eternity, and as moſt fit for us. Wherher the Evils: proceed more 
immediately and entirely from his hand, or by the Intercutrence of ſecond Cauſes ; 'tis 


_ equally certain they come by the determinate Counſel and Forcknowledge of God. Our 


Saviour anſwers Plate, Thou rouldſt have no power at all againſt me, except it were given 

thee from above. All the afflitive Evils that proceed from the malice + Men, and in-, 
creale their Guilt and Judgment, are ordered by his Providence, for the Spiritual and - ' 
Eternal Good of his People ; this conſideration will prevent iniuch Sin and Trouble thac 

the beſt Men are liable to in their Perturbations . and Paſſiohs: There is nothing more 
exaſperates an afflicted Mind than the Apprehenfion that one unjuſtly ſuffers, 


Leniter ex merito quicquid patiare ferendum eſt: 
Que venit indignt pena dolenda venit. 
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"236 © The Great Duty of Reſignation. 


Tn _conjundtion with, the belief. of God $\Providence, our belicf of his Promiſes, that 
his Truth is unchangeable, for the performance of them, is requiſite to preſerye the af- 


Aifted Spirit in a calm and ſubmiſſive State, A preſent Evil ſtrikes the imagination and 

ſenſes in another manner than.a future* Spiritual Good, Now Faith js the ſubſtance of 

Heb. IT, 3k do $4 TELE eli :3-\ & ad vitible PU > o if Þ ON 1  orcateſl lj . G ® "hs 

things hoped for, &c. it makes inviſible things to be the greatelt realities to the Soul ; the 

Rey reliatice uy on the Divine Attributes .cngaged theny to fulfil his Promiſes, and is of 
| 3 4x TS .* ih & L TY% $I ki diestst if a hug E&\ SLA VEASAY 74 LP TY AN x | 

PC;l 84. -.:An Manas efficacy to ſtrengthen, the Soul .1n every diſtreſs. 0 Lord of Hoſts, bleſſed 

-25 the man that truſfeth in_thee. -Ais, uncontroulable Power Governs all the Orders of 

* "Creatures, and:the Honour of his Truth 'is, ſo Sacred, 7hat heaven and earth ſpall paſs 

away without the failing, of -any good thing promiſed to his people. Faith aſſiſts Patience ; 

---25 the Blood that is a natural Balſam, flows to the' wounded part to heal and confolidate 

- _ it. Theſe Graces are inſeparable, and -are recorded with ſpecial obſervation, as the 

Rev. 13. ro.” Fountains of Courage under Sufferings, Here is the faith and patience of the ſaints; and 


we are direfted to follow them. who through faith and, patience have inherited the promiſes. 


Other Graces are engaged in the Chriſtian.Combar, and ſtrive for Victory, but baith and 

Pitience are Crowned. And ro ſupport us.in great Troubles, a firm afttance in the Di- 

Ic 6:. 10, ' Vihe Promiles as TH to us, is of infinite Moment, 7 wzll greatly rejoice, and truſt 
| ' in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God. The general, apprehenſion of God's Mercy 
is ineffectual to ſupport us : And to claima Title in him without a real Evidence, is vain. 


But a regular Truſt, an applicative Faith, in conunct! Hon with our ſincere performing the 
Comndiripis of the Promiſes, . is to a Chriſtian, like the ſacred locks of Sampſor's hair, 


whilſt they remained, he was invincible; but when. cut off, he became weak as other 
Men. _ Our Comforts riſe and fall according to the ſtronger .or weaker degrees of our 
Faith: Peter. walked firm upon the Waves till he doubted, and then began to ſink. One. 


of the ſorcſt and moſt dangerous, Temprations of, the Afflicted. is, rhat they arc out of 
God's Fayour. _ The Mournt g:V ell darkens the Eyes of t or Minds, that they cannot 


ſee his compalliohate Countenance, they: ca 
his Providential 'Diſper ſ ations ;. the g 

My, Nt. al WI 1% SO EE nA 8 
evils he ſengs here. . 4 
all this evil, to us? 


cannot reconcile his Gracjous Promiſes: with 
xd: things he: h th prepareq fox hereafter, with the 
[: If God be with us, how comes 


$ERETN SD or 07s WADTIT TOUR de SEVIOE; 
Gigeqn comp Sy ngel; If God be with us, how co 
the Spirit of Darkneſs takes the Adyantage of great Troubles to 


i oo 1 F115 3: JH #4 IS Jia gy 34 5 1 $0400 Ss 07% F-1 IT Me p# a 
rempt ſad Souls tg deſpondeney,..as if they were urtetly forſaken of God. If this Temp- 


ALS EAS? SHS 7 15 | OELPONK ; ot v + + Lonk «6d Pg oo hb 4 add Gif. EN. Fibath. 
ration prevail, if the heavens Ky re -and the earth gs ron; if. no Influences deſcend 
from above, .and there be no Springs xlow ; it Divine and, Human Comforts fail, there 

Reſpondit ti- rerhains nothing but deſperate Sorrow. S. Auſtin,” to. repel this Temptation, introduceth 
poi 7:1: God anſwering the afflicted and diſcomforted; 7s this\thy Faith-? Did 1 promiſe Tempo- 
rus? Hee tibi ral Proſperity #0 you. ?, Were, you made a Chriſtian for this, that you might flouriſh in this 
pronif* 44 TPorld> The Faith of our Adoption is confirmed: by his Corretions. If they are profi- 
hec Chriſftianus +3 | WY + 4 43-23% 4 Fa: KEF: £ F +4 wb # wc > EB a4 4 4 FM fs 
fofu et in able to us, if we arc refined not hardned| by the Fiery Tral, we have aclear Teſtimony 
Seca fererer? of our Intereſt ih him. 7 will Bring uf ng the fire, and they ſhall be refined as ſilver 

"et 13 and gold is tried; and they ſhall ſay, The Lord is my God. + 

Briefly, Ectus ſtrengthen our Faith of the glorious State, and our Title to it, and ir 
will make us firm againſt all the violent Impreſſions of Adyerſity ; it will produce a joy- 
ful exultation even in the Mic da St; te... Ic Chriſtian that. with ſtedfaſt Faith and at- 
. ; 3nd DD SIR DUNDY 15 3 Nidevy high get : 
rentive Conſideration looks on the ineſtimable mfinite Feliciry, is regardleſs of all things 
Hiſtory FEPOrs of Saul the Perſecutor,: who 
udden. I. 


fil 

re, 
| m from. pro cuting his bleſſed End. Saint 
ef beliey, ue rejoice with jay unſpeakalle, 
ed. rhe Croſs of Chriſt, and prized the 
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Omnia Spiri- eart 
fui patent, va» OE; 
oF ſpirits, Conk; 
batiare- ſpiri« P DFREOTLL 
is. Nibil cres- 6-4  Sinite 
ſentit in nerve 7 .* 
cur animus in ©: 


: ne the. bleſſed: Reward. ; Tertullian. wrote: to the Noble 


MS 


ur Thoughts rg Paradiſe.; - The Perſecutors cannor lay 
ut wheri. you pleaſe you may; alcend-to the\Kingdom of God, 
| oy Jl ever... In the mean, time counterpajre the Darkneſs and Strait- 
neſs, the Loathſomneſs and Sufferings of your riſon,. with the Li 
the Riches and Abundance, the Joy and 'Glor 


aww 


6g 


Heaven, 


—_—  — a__—___ 


The Great Din of Rej Fenation. on 207 


Wt 


CCEIEIE—_ Oo OO + wore 


Heaven cannot be made utterly unhappy by Aficions on Earth,” He wil ſive God marr 
with as much Love and as Tu a Will, when/poor, deſpiſed; diſconſolate,* as in a flou- 7 Da __ 
riſhing Condition ; and with this peculiar SarisfaQtion,. that his Sinceriry is then molt evi- a 
dent: For the Service that is without Reſpe& to-a preſent Salary, a temporal Intereſt; is 7; 
not baſe and mercenary. Beſides,-that Obedience is more eminent and acceptable thar is 
with Sufferings, and. the. Reward ſhall be anſwerable to our Obedience. One Draug] 

of the River that makes glad rhe City of God-above, can {weeten all the Bitrerneſs of the 3 Dei Sram f 
World. In:ſhort, the Chriſtians: Hos is in the Apoſtle s Expreſſion, The anchor of the _ Paradiſus 
foul fure and ftedfaſt, that enters within the veil; it is faſtened in Heaven, confirmed by.; us TOs Jo 
the Fideliry of God's Promiſes, and the prevailing Interceſſion of Chriſt, and ſecuredito'& X op s Regni 
us in the midfſt of all the: turbulenc A a5 v--ptt in the wide Sea below. ope makes ug <=! my" by "n 44 
not only patient bur joyful in. all our Sufferings. A Chriſtian encourage y th bleſſed 7, Doc. 
Hope, comes with Joy to Death, as the Door that rf png to the Sons. on & dere and 

immortal Bleſledneſs. fo : 


*% 


Dire. 2. Let God be the ſupream Obje&t of © our Eflecin Ind Aﬀcaions 4 Ad wha 
loever Evils we ſuſtain, will be made light and eaſy to 'us. The A poſtle affures us, _ 
That all things, even the moſt afflifting, work for the good of thoſe that Fox God. Thar Rom, 8, af. 
heavenly Aﬀection is not only the Condition that entitles us ro that Promiſe, that. 4 
| lpecial Privilege makes all the Evils of this World: advantageous to the Saints;” bur "tis 
Qualification by which 'rtis accompliſhed. By Love we enjoy God; and Love will make k 
us willing ro do or ſuffer what he pleaſerh, ' that we may have fuller "Communion Wit 
him. In God all Perfeftions are 'in tranſcendent Eminence, they are” always the am 
and always.new. He gives all things without 'any diminution of his Treaſures He 
receives the Praiſes and Services of the Angels, without 'any Adva! 1tage 'or Incre ie; of 
his Felicity. By poſſeſſing him, all that i is amiable and excelle cures, Mt: 


nt in the Cre! IC 
be enjoyed in a manner. incompatrably 'berter' than' inthe Creatures themſelves. -. 
finite Goodneſs can ſupply 


ll our:'Wahrs; ſatisfy all our nar 1 alla | al 6ur SortoWs, 
conquer all our Fears,” Otic-Bearm of: his Countenance can'revive the) ſo *i Zeadl in fo 
row, and buried in deſpair. © The Prophet Jeremy in the fol kion of his 
ports himſelf with his A nccreſt in God: The: x tay my parti 
preſſion ſignifies the Truth and y [ A ' of his affeQionate' | Ge F T 
Good, what Loſs can make a Chri I ; eafure is above Sg 


anxious, Whoſe Heart is fixed; craſtingin 6 the Lord? Wha faſter alas y, who fe ge 
Bleſſedneſs is in Heaven 2 Whar Death can'deſtroy him, "whoſe Life is bial hb Chrift is © 
Ged > Deprive hint of all the Contents of ' this World; yet rr 6 IS 
Heaven deſcends t6 'him,:'or he-'afcends'td:Heaven, whete"Gc — OT ba 


ſed Reward is not. reſerved wholly cill'/hereafter.” » DivineJoy"is'not deferred t n- 
rrance into the Celeſtial Kingdom: There 'ris/a refined Joy froth all Mixtyre of "ok v; 
ris infinitely increaſed + rhere ſpiritual Joy meets: erernal oy; 3 bur ir begins here: apr; 
gracious Soul has a raſte.and ſight how oy the Lord is, as an earneſt of the Fulneſs of 
Joy in Heaven. | Hope brings fome Leaves of the Tree of Life, to refreſh us with! their | 
Fragrancy ; but Love of its Fruirs t6 ſtrengrhen us. As” tranſplanted- Fruits,” where 'thie' 
Soil is efeive and the Sun leſs favourable, are-not of that Beaury' in  Goodnefs'a$ in 
their Original Country. ; ; ſo Heavenly Joys in'this Life are inferiour'in' theif Dt £ i to 
thoſe of the bleſſed above, bur they are 'very-eviving. It Pn "multitade -of ty thouty 
within me, thy comforts delight my. Po Ti the t n umphant Exultation of th | 
Although hg -tree ſhall not bloſſoms. neither" hall f fruit- 1 
ohive all PE: and oy felds: ſhall: yield no' meaty"the ck wr of 7 
and there. ſhall be. uo herd in the: ftalls; yer will T* rejoice in the Lord '1Fi pt my 
God of wy. ſalvation, He ſuppaſerh himſelf, in''Extremity, utrerly \deſtitrte not 

the Refreſhments, but Supports:QF. Life ; yet he knows houw'nor only to betas pari re Gel 
contented, but joyful in the moſt forlorn Condition. 'Joy'is ati Aﬀedtion' froper tx 
happy State. Dn the day of pro ivy: rejoice.” And in his'deepeſt Afiivo he had futlr 
a Felicity'in the Rp. of ' {{;that no external Want could | dit ninth. "Frec 
of Life Ando forth Fruits fore in ry/Month;; 'our bleſſed 'Redbemer.'iypþ fi 
Conſolations for the moſt de PR andideſolire Condition.-" If h&fivs ts 
Soul, I am. thy Salvation, and;within alittle while thou ſhale be with me 
Glory, .\ it. ſufficethc:| Rejoice: in the Lord always again T- ſay, * Peſoice. he is 'rhe mo! CBE 
fectionare Counſel of the Apoſtle! Thoſe are not/inacceſlible; Heights of Religion, *anz q 
Points of Perfe&tion, ro which p6ne-can arrive;\unleſs extraprdiniry Saints 7'bur' are the 
experimental PraRtice*. of humble ſincere Ghiſtians, thav/ſay with the' Pſalmilt; Whom 
have we in heaven but thee * and there is One! upon earth we defire befides thee." \The'puitry+ 


Qq Principle 
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Principle of vexatious Diſcontents. and immoderate Griefs under outward Lofſes and 
Troubles is a falſe Judgment ; chat God without the World is not ſufficient for our com- 
pleat Felicity: Who, unleſs a Perſon diſtracted and fooliſh, would fay that the Magnifi- 
cent Feaſt of Abaſuerus, that was prepared to ſhew the Riches and Glory of his King- 
dom, was mean and poor, . becauſe there'was nor ſet before the numerous Gueſts in 
Diſhes of Gold, Graſs and Acorns, the Food of Brutes > Tis equal Folly to imagine 
thar God, who is an infinite Good, ſuirable to the ſpiritual immortal Nature of the Soul, 
and All-fufficient to fill the vaſt Capacity and Deſites of our Angelical Faculties, rhe 
Underſtanding and Will, by his glorious Perfeftions; rhat God, I fay, cannot make us 
happy in his Love, becauſe our lower Animal Faculties, our Senſes , have nor in our 
Communion with him what is pleaſing to. their carnal Appetites. The Spouſe in the 
Canticles is repreſented as a Lilly among Thorns, encompaſsd and oppreſs'd with injurious 
Enemies, yet ſhe breaks forth in triumphant Joy, 7 am my beloved 's, and he i5 mine; by 
an irrevocable Donation ſhe gave her Heart to Chriſt, and reciprocally he gave him- 

ſelf to her; ſhe deſpiſed all inferiour things and refted in his Love as her ſole Felicity. 
In ſhort, nane are concerned to loſe the weak Light of a Candle at Noon-day, when 
the Sun pours forth a Deluge of Light to illuſtrate all things ; and the Soul that enjoys 
the propitious Preſence of God, is ſatisfied therewith when lower Comforts fail. - 


—— __ 


SY 
34 


" fv Diref. 3. Let us moderate our Valuations and Aﬀections to things below. | 

218 This is a Conſequenee of the former ; for if the Heart he full of: God, it will not 
5 admit any inferiour Object to rival him in his Throne. If we conſider the vaſt Diſtance 

between. the Perfedtions of the Creator, and the faint Reflections of them in the Crea- 

care, our Reſpedts and Love ſhould be accordingly. Reaſon, Authority, Example, 

xperience , convince us that all things below are .empty Vanities : Ir is reſtleſs 
y to ſeck for papel here, and, to borrow the Language of the Angel, zo ſeek 

ea 


Love, and 


ille ſentit, cui 
latitis & gle- 
FS emis int 


wende eff.Cyp. 
| mance of. Cyp 
Plal. 231, 
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| ways appeared with the ſame invariable Tenour of Light: And therefore 'God' wiſely 


andy pſe, thar the ignorant World might be' convinced they were but Parts of Nature, 


I 
I A I : 
MF : 
-- 's 2 *IA.</- 
+758 bt 
Fe. ”— 
"Ss ſeethat often rhe 
5 - , a 
WE $$ 57 now; rt: 
bY & bps PS » 3 
508 2 
4 | 1 , 
2D 28-1 | 
x \. 2 . ; $3 8 o CI 8 a 3 
"oF 83 FI ; ® 
Ax 284 WS, A nt od 
A | 4 . 
= 248 | w ; | 
IRAN 3 p g 
be; 7 3; 85 08 "72 = - 
"I ; : F F : Nah. 
7 ; e . 
x48 , 
i © £00 - 4  . 1 
oF; 
Þ | 
2 nf 


_- 


0s 7h 0 ue it eb EIS 


LAS 


ado ds BM; 


T be Great Duty of Refignatio 209 


things here below, keeps the Heart looſe from them , fortifies us with"proper Th oughts 
to bear Evils that happen , and prevents Diſappointments, that is an aggravating Cir- 
cumſtance of our Troubles,and a great Vexation to the Mind.. The 7/raelites'when'tranſ- 
ported from the Land of Canaan to Babylon,felt the Rigors of rheir'Captivitythe more fen- 
ſibly, in that they were confident in their Term and Stare in that'Land,'- as their 'perma- 
nent Inheritance : To be expelled from ſo rich a Country wherein they promiſed them- 
{elves Reſt, was a high Degree of their Miſery. :-: +6 D004 707 3» 
There is indeed a Pre-viſion of: Evils that may befal us, that has Torment, that anti- 
cipates and exaſperates Miſery. Fear, that gives the Signal of approaching Evils, often 
brings more Terror than Caution, | and like a timorous Certine/ by a falſe Alarm, -aſto- 
niſhes rather than prepares the Mind to encounter with Danger. . Our Saviour ſtri&tly 


_ 


who arc under the perpetual Providence of their Heavenly Father. Take "»o thought *for Mat. 6. 34. 
the morrow, the morrow ſhall take thought for the things of it ſelf." But on the contrary, to 
be ſecure in our Proſperity, as if we ſhould always enjoy a favourable Courſe of things, 

as if our moſt flouriſhing Comforts did not ſpring from an earthly Original,” and mig ht 

be ſuddenly blaſted, or eaſily cut down, is to lay our ſelves open to ſurprizing Diſorders 

and Perplexitics , when Evils befal us. "Tis the wiſe Counſel of S: Peter to Believers, - 
Think it not ſtrange concerning the fiery trial, which zs to try you, as if ſome ſtrange thing 1 Pet. 4. 12 
happened tv you : For unexpeRed Adverſity falls upon the Soul in its full Weight, 'and | 
ſuddenly -overthrows it. Uncomfortable Accidents ftrike to the Heart, - when 'tis not 

arm'd to receive the Blow : Whereas the Remembrance 'of our frail” and fickle Stare, 

makes us leſs troubled in afflictive Changes, bechuſe prepared for what thay happen to us: 


' forbids ſuch perplexing Apprehenſions of furure Evils, as molt unbecoming Chriſtians, 


Dire. 5. Scrious and mournful Refleftions upon our Guilt, and-what we deſerve 

from Divine Juſtice, is both a Motive and a Means to ſuppreſs'Impatiente and Indigna- 

tion, and to allay inordinate Grief in our Sufferings. We are direQted by the wiſe 
Preacher, 1 the day of adverſity confider : It is a proper Seaſon to reyiew Conſcience; to a 
ſearch and try our ways , tO rake a ſad and ſerious Examination of - our Lives. Tf God 
ſhould exact the rigid Score of our Debts, and make us as miſerable as we are ſinful, yer 

there is the greateſt Reaſon to juſtify hit, and accuſe our ſelves ; much more' when our 
Puniſhment is far below our Deſerts. + þ be OT, - 


| Humility is the Mother of Meekneſs , they are Graces of the ſame Complexion and 
Features. Our Saviour, in the Order of the Beatitudes, fitſt deelared , Bleſſed are the 
poor in Spirit , that have a low Conceit of themſelves, as nothing in Spirituals, and: _ yu 
worſe than nothing in Sin; as empty of all that is holy-and good, and compounded of 
all Evil: And Bleſſed are thoſe that mourn, in a ſenſe of their Sins: And then, Bleſſed 
are the meek x And theſe are very congruouſly joined, for Meekneſs- is a Diſpoſition in- 
ſeparable from the other. He that duly conſiders himſelf -co be a wretched Creature, a 
worthleſs Rebel, and is humbly and ſortowfully affeced for his Unworthineſs, his Paſ- 
ſions will be ſubdued; , and as melted Metal receives any Form, fo he patiently ſuffers ., . . 
what God inflits. . A broken heart is an acceptable ſacrifice to God, and implies a .tender Plal. 51. 


_ Senſe of Sin, as the Offence and Diſhonour of rhe Holy and Gracious God, in Allufion 


to a broken Bone, that has an exquiſite Senſe of any hurt: And it may be extended to 
ſignify a Heart that is compliant and ſubmiſſive to God's Will, in Allufion to a Horſe - 


always joined with Reſignation to the chaſtifing Providence of God. : 
Beſides, Godly Sorrow will lefſen Natural Sorrow: Sin firſt deſerves our Grief, and 


that 1s broken, and eaſily managed by the Reins:of the Rider. Contrition for Sin - is 


the ſharpeſt Accents of. our Lamehtation ſhould 'be placed upon ir ; and the more ſenſi- 


ble we are of it, the: lighter will Affliction be to'us. As the opening a Vein ſtops by 
Revulſion, a Flux of Blood in another Part; fo the turning rhe- Stream of Sorrow froni 
Affliction to Sin, is a powerful Means to make it ceaſe : There is Health in the Bitterneſs. 
of Phyſick, and Joy in rhe Depth of this Sadneſs. Briefly, Repentance inclines ' the 
Heart of God, and opetis his'tender Compaſſions to the AﬀeiRted. 'We have an admira- 
ble Example of this in the Caſe of Aﬀicted Ephraim: Upon his Penitential Complain, 
the Expreſſion of his Grief and. Shame for his Sin, God gracioufly anſwers, 7s Ephraim. m4 
my dear ſon? Is he a pleaſant child > For fince 7 ſpake againſt: him, I do earneſtly re- pe ng 
member him ſtill: Therefore my bowels are troubled for him; I wilt ſurely 'have mercy 
on him, ſaith the Lord. When the relenting Sinner is covered with Tears, - the great 
Comforter deſcends, and brings healing to the troubled Waters: This Advice js more 
pin for the Aﬀflifted , becauſe uſually the Stroaks of Providence are properly. a 
Keproof and CorreCtion for Sin; the Application of a Corrofive implies that ſonie cor- 
rupt Matter is to be diſcharged : God is provoked by their Negledts, and though Love 


> cannot 
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The Great Duty of Refignation. 
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cannot hate; it may /be angry ; and without renewing their Repentance, and recovering 
his Favour, their AMictions are very uncomfortable. Tis cxtreamly ſad to feel the 
Sting of a guilty Conſcience within, and the Diſpleaſure of God without. The Burthen 
is heavy and oppreſſing, that is laid upon a wounded Back. Ir is therefore our beſt 
Wiſdom and Dury, to ſearch our hearts and try our ways, that we.may diſcover what 1s 
the procuring Cauſe of our Troubles, and turn unfeignedly to the Lord. This will en- 
dear afflicted Souls to God, and incline him to afford +gracious Supports to them. Ir 
is true, ſometimes our Sufferings are deſigned for Trial , eſpecially when they are for 
Righteouſneſs fake. Counterfeit Coin, though with a fair Stamp and Inſcription, is dil- 
covered by the-Fire ; thus meer titular Chriſtians, ſpecious Hypocrites, are made known 
by Perſecutions:- But true ſubſtantial Gold endures the Fire without Loſs, and the more 
tis tried, the more 'tis refined. Thus the true Chriſtian, whom neither the Gain of the 
World, nor the Loſs of Life can remove from the ſtedfaſt owning of the holy Truth, has 
a clear Manifeſtation of his Sincerity. And it is a peculiar Favour and Honour, when God 
calls forth his Servants to the hardeſt Trials for his Names fake ; tis the nobleſt Way of 
Service, a ſpecial Conformity to the Son of God, more glorious than the Reſembling his 
Power in doing Miracles. Inthis the Saints here have a Capacity of ſerving God above the 
Angels ; for the Obedience of the Angels is always joined with their Happineſs, bur the 
Obedience of the Saints here, is often attended with Adverſity, and is more valuable to 
them upon that Account : As a Soldier of Courage and Generoſiry , when he is choſen 
from the reſt of the Army for ſome bold. Exploit, values the Choice of the General, as a 
ſignal Mark of the Eſteem of his Valour and Fidelity. To you it is given, not only to 
believe, but to ſuffer for Chriſt's ſake. This is juſt Matter of Joy. Innocence, with the 
faithful Companion of it, a good Conſcience, makes our Suffcrings from the Rage and 
Violence of Men, to be comfortable. There may be a Feaſt within the Houſe, when a 
Storm of Hail rattles upon the Tiles. Bur it is ſometimes ſo ordered by Divine Provi- 
dence, that the Evils we ſuffer are of a mixt Nature, partly Chaſtiſements, and partly 
Trials. This was the Caſe of the Believing Hebrews, to whom the Apoſtle directs his 
Counſel ; their Perſecution was from the unrighteous Pagans, for a Cauſe purely Reli- 
gious ; but 'twas permitted by the Righteous God, as a Puniſhment for their Sins. And 
here the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs is admirable, thar the ſame Afiction is inſtru- 
mental for the purifying of his Servants from Sin, and the Advaneement of his glorious 
Goſpel. The firſt and moſt immediate Effect of his Diſcipline, is the humbling and 


 ſanctifying them, to prepare them for his Love, by which they are fortified to bear cou- 


4 Tim. 6. 17. 


rageouſly the worſt Eyvils for his ſake. 


Diref. 6. Apply the Mind to conſider the Bleflings we receive, as well as the Evils 
we endure, Wh the intenſe Thoughts are fix d upon the Croſs, the Soul is rack'd with 
inward Tortures, bur did we turn our eyes upon our Enjoyments, and the Comforts that 
are interwoven with our Troubles, it would be a Means not only to compoſe us to Pa- 
tience but Thankfulneſs. The Apoſtle directs us 7o truſt in the living God, who giveth all 
things richly to enjoy. In the pooreſt and loweſt ſtate of Life , we have many Favours 
and Effects of his rich Bounty ; and it is the Ignorance of our Deſervings and of our En- 
Joyments, that cauſeth Diſcontent and Murmuring under our Troubles. Particularly, 
this Conſideration will be effeQtual to repreſs the Diſcontent that is apt to kindle in our 
Breaſts, upon the ſight of the different Diſpenſations of Providence ; that ſome are ex- 
empted from the current Adverſities of the World, and live in Eaſe and Pleaſure, whilſt 
we are deprivd of many outward Comforts. Suppoſe a fick Perſon in extredam Pover- 


_ ty, were received by a rich and liberal Lord into his Houſe, and convenient Food, and 


procious Medicines were provided for him , without his Deſert, or poſlibility of Retri- 
ution; would he be ſo fooliſh and inſolent, as to complain of unkind and unworthy 
Uſage, becauſe ſome others in the F amily have a more plentiful Table and richer Habjr 
allowed them > On the contrary, -let us look down to thoſe who are below us: How 


many are poor and miſerable in the want of all things ncedful for the Support of Life > 


How many are under tormenting Pains, or in deſperate Sadneſs, and have no taſte and 


comfort in their Abundance? How many are fallen into deep Miſery, and that aggrava- 
ted by the ing Memory of former Happineſs? How many are ſurrounded by their 
cruel Enemies, and ſeeno Refuge, no Sanctuary for their Eſcape, but a neceſſity of pe- 
riſhing? And can we pretend a better Title to the Mercies of God, than our Fellow- 
Worms? Our Original is from nothing and our Works are ſinful ; That we are not 
lo deſolately miſerable as others, when equally guilty, is from the rich Goodneſs of God, 
and ſhould make us thankful. | = 
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fer Grief with a ſober Mind, before the Jollity of a Phrenzy 2 - Who would be a merry Kay ww.” 


" a Petition to him in a timorous and ſhy Manner, that Generous Prince; whoſe 27571 
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Add: further ; Let. the moſt afflicted Saint-.in the World compare his-C M C 1 q n-wirk 
that of the moſt proſperous wicked Perſons, and'the Compariſon will be. effefual to en- 
dear God to him, Hg roo his Paſſions under Sufferings. © 1 0s 1 

The good things of this World, in their Abundance, :Variety, and Excellence; 'can- 
not make a Sinner truly happy : the Miſeries of this Life-in all Kinds and. Degrees,- can- 
not make a good Man utterly-miferable ; nay, they are ineftimably more happy in their 
Sufferings, than the Wicked in their Proſperity:'' Maxng reigns from Heaven while they 
are in'the Wilderneſs ; ſupports and comforts are from the Love of God ſhed abroad jri 
their Hearts ; and their preſent Aﬀflictions aro a ſeed: of Erernal Joy, to quality and-pre- 
pare them for the Joy of Heaven. Our Saviour,” from whoſe Judgment we receive the 
true Weights and Meaſures of things to regulate our Eſteem an Aﬀections, declares 
his Diſciples, when under the ſharpeſt Perſecution of the Tongues or Hands of their 
Enemies, under Diſgrace, Calumnies, Tortures and Dearh, cven then he declares them 
Bleſſed, for the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to them ; and Heaven is ſuch a. tranſcendent 
Bleſſedneſs, that the. lively Hope of it, as che Reward and End of our Afﬀfidtions, makes 
us bleſſed here : And the moſt proſperous Sinners are by the ſame infallible Rule, mi- 
ſerable here; for the irreſiſtible , irremediable/ Miſery that is ordain'd and prepar'd for | 
them in Hell, they would deceive themſelves with the Paintings of Happineſs, with an airy 
imaginary Happineſs : Whilſt the Senſes are fille, rhe Soul is empty : Bur they ſhall not 
long enjoy the Eaſe of their Ignorance and Security ; the World can do/ no more to 
make them happy, than if one ſhould compound and temper a Draughr,' and give it to _ 
the Poor and Miſerable, that induces Sleep and pleaſant Dreams for a few Hours, but .'- _ 
when they awake they are ſtill poor and miſerable. Our Saviour pronounceth a Wye to ' ++ 
the rich and full, zo. thoſe that laugh now, for they ſhall weep and mourn: Their falſe de-. | 
ceitful Felicity, will end in real Miſery. Ir is * S. Auſtin's Gueſtion Who would not pre: ' 5/4 ifs... 


| VI aut 
Madman? for he is only happy in his Fancy , and fanſies himſelf ſo, only becauſe he'is fere?_Quir f 
diſtracted: And according to the Rules of true Wiſdom, the worſt Eſtate of a Saint, 2; 6, nr j 
when lamenting and languiſhing under Troubles, 'is more eligible than the beft Eſtate Of rantwo pricve- 
a Sinner, when triumphing in Proſperity. | | OE 1 ag 8 I ES agg ger 
| f | N ogn ng ZN e's NS. " - gat home ſans 
Dire. 7. Laſtly, Frequent and fervent Prayer to the Father of mercies, and God of all meny- flare, - 
conſolation, is a bleſſed Means to ſupport the Spirit, and make'it humble-and obedientto NN 
the afflifting Providence of God. "Tis Divine Counſel , Js any affiifled, let him pray ang 4s? 
'Tis Prayer opens the Heart, and carnal Grief-breaths our; | Prayer-openis Heaven, and #* 9. : - 
Divine Joy flows into the Soul ; the King of Glory 'keeps no State, there-'is always caf\ 
Acceſs to his Throne, and his Ears are always open to his humble Suppliants.' ' His mol 
gracious Nature inclines him to ſuſtain us in our DejeRtions.. We have'a powerful Plea 
trom his Compaſlions to encourage our Prayers -in great: Troubles. Fe will regard the 
Prayer of the deſtitute, and not depiſe their Prayer. The moſt glorious Attribute of the 
Spirit, the Comforter, is moſt uſeful and beneficial to afflicted Suppliants  Afﬀidtion is 
the Seaſon, and Prayer the Sphere of his Ativity. Thar our Prayers may prevail, theſe 
following Rules muſt be obſerved. & | ot "$i 


r. They muſtbe addreſſed with an humble Truſt on the Mercies of God, thar incline hin 
to relieve and ſuſtain the afflicted. Thus St. Fames direQts the afflicted; to 45k in faith, 
nothing wavering. . We read in Scripture of his Bowels, the Light of his Countenance, his 
melring Eye, the ſoft, ſerenc, compaſſionare Expreſſes of his moſt gracious Nature ro- 
wards his ſuffering People. He doth nor eſteem himſelf mote lionoured- with the glo- 
rious Titles of our Creator and King, than with the amiable endearing Name of our. Fa- 
ther; and with a Confidence becoming that Relation, we are directed by his Divine  _ 
Son to make our Requeſts to him... 'Tis recorded of Auguſtus the Emperor, That when one 7ideri boli 


Jam. LE 


umanity. was equal to, his Dignity, was moved with Diſpleaſure, as if it had been a a" 


tacite Reproach that he was of an-untraQable fierce Nature. Thus 'tis a Diſparagement 

of God's Benignity and Clemency, when we pray to him it a diffident Manner : He is 

more pleaſed in doing of us good, than we can be 'in receiving it. Indeed,” if the Pro- 

miſes of God did not encourage our Hopes, we ſhould nor preſume ſo much of his Af- 

tection, as to lay the Burthen of our Cares and Sorrows on his Arms ; but Heaveri 

is not fuller of Stars to' enlighten-the Darkneſs of the Night , than the Scripture 

is of precious Promiſes for the refreſhing. the Diſconſolats. When che Church com- 
plained , The Lord hath forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me: What Aſſurance I49.14.17, 
docs he give of his moſt tender and unchangeable Love to fer; Can a woman et w 
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prodefſe tantuns 


'« bis child, that ſhe ſhguld not have compaſſion. on the: Jon of her womb > yea, they may 
py yer will I not forget: thee. Behold 1. have graven thee upox the palms of my hands: 


- Cor. 3. If he cannot forget himlelt, he cannot forget his.People. Tis his'dear Title, God that 
SB 3 4 *7\ ” | 


comforts thoſe, who are caſt down. > fa Ab: Be 0, 13 TO eos bn 
Add to this, the Intereſt df rhe Saints in Jeſus Chriſt ,, who ever'hives to make Inter- 
ceſſion fat them. None is more tenderly inclinedto Mercy, than:he that has ſuffered 
Miſery: And he felt our Sorrows, that he might afford Relief and Snccour to us. Whilſt 
our Saviour was upon the Earth, and was followed by'a Multirude of: difeaſed miſerable 
Perſons, Virtue went out of him,and. healed them all: And ſince his'Aſtent'to Heaven, has 
he withdrawn that univerſal healing Virtue, and left us under irremediable and unmirigable 
Sorrows 2 Did his compaſſionate: Eye regard all that were afflicted, and are we'now out of 
his Sight? Then ſuch was his indulgent Humility, - that although he could: have per- 
formed the Cure by a Word, yet he readily offajed to.attend a ſick Servant;:7will come 
and heal him: And now he is raiſed from his humble:State on Earth to the'Throne of 
Heaven, does he diſdain to extend his merciful Hand for our Relief 2 No, his Heart and 
Love is the ſame in Heaven as upon the Earth. Tis true , he is exempted from all paſ- 
ſionate Frailties, all afflicting Aﬀetions that are inconſiſtent with the Felicity and Glor 
of his Kingdom : Bur hv ſtill retains the ſame ſolid Love, the ſame Godlike Compaſſion, 
the fame ready Will to ſupport and deliver his People in Miſery. Nay, if. the change of 
his State could have made any in him, it could be no other than what is recorded to the 


immortal Honour of oſpaſian, by one. that had Experience of his Royal Bounty ; That 


Nec quicquem the raiſing him to the Imperial Throne: made no Alteration in his Breaſt, but that his 
firiene amplic Power was enlarged equal to his Will of doing good. Our Saviour in his Exaltation at 
tudo, niſf us the Right Hand of God, has all Power, equal to his infinite Love, thar is ſuitable to rhe 
Pe # permanent Relation betwcen him and the Saints: He is their Head, and they his Mem- 
"112 Þlin bers: And was there ever ſuch a Miracle, or rather Monſter in Nature, that the Head 
| ..... the moſt eminent Part, the Seat of all rhe Senſes, did not reſent a Wound made in the 
-» Foot the loweſt and moſt ſervile Part ofthe Body 2 Does. it not preſently expreſs its 

= "xeal Complaints? For. the natural Union of the Parts. communicates the Senſe of the 

- --. Pain ſuffered by any to the whole. And ſuch is the ſpiritual Union berween the Divine 

” Head and his Members, that from Heaven he rebuk'd the cruel Perſecutor of the Saints, 

a 9; 12 Language cxpreſling the Union of Charity berween himſelf and rhem; Saul, Why per- 
ſanBor meet,” ſecuteſt thou me? He does not lay, Why perſecuteſt thou'my Saints, why my Servants, 
__ —_ , but-WWhy me2 Though he is net capable of any ſorrowful Senſe, yer his Aﬀetions are 


me perſequeris? gu and vigorous to his People. If it'were poſſible that his Joy, wherewith he is in- 
Aug. ” 
Goodneſs to afflifted Chriſtians, Let us therefore come m— unto thethrone of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. How heavy ſoever the Calamiries 


Y 


are, let them.aot ſink our Spirits into Deſpair, but raiſe them to nearer Approaches to the 
God: of. Conſolation. | | ” 

7. The Prayers of the Afﬀflicted muſt be always with ſubmiſſive Deference to the Will 
and Wildom-of God, as to the Manner, the Degrees, and Time of his delivering them. 
Afﬀflictions are not peremptory and immutable Diſpenſations , but conditional, for hol 
and good Ends, and we may humbly pray for their Remoyal. Tis no reſiſting of Pro- 
vidence, to: addreſs to the Divine Majeſty with frequent and fervent Requeſts, Thar he 
would pleaſe to take his chaſtiſing Hand off from us. Upon David's humble Prayer, the 
deſtroying Angel was commanded to ceaſe ; in the midſt of Judgment Mercy interpoſed, 
It is enough, But, we are apt to be impatient in our Troubles, and by haſty impetuous 
ceſires of Eaſe and Deliverance, diſturb our Tranquility and offend God. As thoſe who 
are diſcaſed with a Rheumatiſm, being worſe in_ the Night than the Day , impatiently 
long tor the riſing Sun to diſpel the oppreſſing Humours, and cheer rheir Spirits : So in 
our Afﬀflictions we impatiently renew our Requeſts, Lord, how long ? Lord, make haſte ; 
not repoſing our ſelves on his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, who will do what is beſt for us. 
God. is both our Father and Phyſician, and when the corrupr Humours are purged away, 

will. give Cordials and Reſtoratives to his afflited Children. The Prophet th us, He 
that believes, makes not haſte; he doth not by unduc Means ſeek to remedy his Evils, 
nor paſſionately and unquietly follicit the Accompliſhment of the Promiſes, before the 
Seaſon appointed by the Divine Decree ; for thar is to deſire that his Mercy ſhould be 
diſplayed to the Prejudice of his Immurability ; bur humbly waits God's Pleaſure. 

3. Let the main Deſires of the afflicted be for Divine Grace, ( which is never more 
neceſſary and ufeful than in Troubles) that they may glorify God, and obtain their 

eminentEnd, the Salvation of their Souls by them. We are often very ardent in our 


Prayers for trivial things, negleCting the moſt neceſſary and. important. As if a Priſoner 
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finitely bleſſed, ſhould be increas'd, ir would be in'the Effuſions of his Goodneſs of his 


#V-S., 
FA. P. 


WM . ? 
y 15 * S." 4 
- at) 6,9 f 


? 
T4”) 


: EO rio A FH IR 297 6s ©. 244461 RAO 


#3Þ-S., 
SY j* 


The Great Duty of Reſignation. 2903 


loaden with Irons ſhould paſſionately inffear , . that his Chains ſhould be gilded, nor 
looſed. How many ſpend their ,zcalous Afﬀections in praying for Temporal Things, 
wherein their Happineſs does not conſiſt., One of the Reaſons why God heaps _ 
rebellious Sinners the good Things of this Life, is to inſtruct us how deſpicable they 
arc in his Account, things to be thrown away, as he ſeems to do. And he often refu- 
ſes the Petitions of his Servants concerning temporal things.” When Pelopidas interceded , Ss 
with Epaminondas the wiſe Governor of the Thebans, for the Freedom of a baſe Fellow \;g gud &g- 
that for ſome Crime was committed to Priſon, he denied his Requeſt ; and preſently re- nm ducit ſais 
leaſed him upon the Deſir& of a vile Harlot : And gave this Reaſon, It was a Favour *"*#i Arab. 
not worthy the Dignity of Pelopidas, but ſutable ro the Quality of ſuch a Peti- . 
rioner. | | 

And ſometimes we pray for things dangerous and hurtful ro our Souls; and 'tis be- 
coming the Providence and Love of our Heavenly Father, to deny our 1]|-counſel'd De- 
fires. Let us therefore be more intent and importunare in our Petitions, that our Affi- 
ions may be rather fanftified than removed. We have neither Underſtanding 'nor 
Strength, how to order our ſelves, how to bear and improve great Afﬀictions. S. Paul 
declares, / have learned in every condition to be content. By the Revelation of the Go- 
ſpcl, and the Holy Spirit's reaching that all his Earchly Troubles ſhould end in the Heaven- 
ly Glory, he was inftruted in that Science of the Saints. We are therefore direted, 
If any man want wiſdom, that is, how to. manage himſelf patiently under Affliftions, /e+ 
him ask it of God, who gives to all liberally and apbraids not. Tf Afﬀlictions'are fore and Jaw. r. 
ſudden, it is very hard to compoſe and ſupport the Spirit. The Paſſions are Servants vf 
Senſe, rather than obedient to Reafon', and by their firſt violent Motions ſurprize 
the Mind, and overcome it before it perceives the Afſault; he that is not a Maſter; 
is a Slave to them. Or ſuppoſe no angry Refiſtance, no impetuous Paſſions in 
the afflicted Breaſt, yet the Heart bleeds inwardly, and Faints away. David had natural © 
Courage to encounter a Lion, yet he was fo difconfolate in his Troubles; "that he was 
fain to argue againft his Sadneſs ; Why art thoa caff down, O my Soul: why art thou Plal. 42. 
diſquieted within me > And having rajſed his drooping Spirits, yet he relapſed to his 
firſt Faintncls, ril bY plics from God he was confirmed. in hop liverance. 
The Apoftſe'implores t orions Power of God, th r the Coloffans night ef omni Cot. 1. 


> T4N j 


with all might, unto all' patience ," and fons-fuffering with joyfulneſs.” We ftould fink nn. 
der heavy Sufferings or'Þe tired" With" the” etigrh-of Mifetics'” without lis immartal 
Strength. Bar if - the Powet' of God' aflift'x'weak Spitit jt" WilF be finally vicorioits 


over all the Evils of the World. How many Mattyrs'of* the tetider'Sex'” who would 
naturally tremble at a drawn Sword , yet by Divine Support deſpiſed the Tormentors, 
and all the Inſtruments of Crueky » In them was an Imitation of that Miracle of Di- 
vine Power, when the Three Children walked in the midſt of the flaming Furnace, un- 
touch'd by the Fire. God is ſtiled the God of patience and conſolation. Ir is his ſole Pre- 
rogative to comfort the AﬀiQted: I, even 1, am he that comforts you. The Woman in 
the Goſpel, that had a bloody Iſſue, no human Art could afford her Aid and Relief: 
And when her Eſtate was waſted on the Phyſicians, and her Strength by her Diſeaſe, 
ſhe came to our Saviour and by touching the Hem of his Garment was preſently healed. 
Thus the afflicted Spirit, whom no worldly things are able to ſupport and make joyful, 
finds everlaſting Comfort in God. He ſatisfies the Soul with his Love, and eſtabliſhes 
this Perſwaſion, That all things ſhall turn for the beſt to his people. Now by Prayer the 
Divine Power and Fayour is engaged for our Support and Deliverance. How many . 
Pſalms of David begin in Tears , and end in Triumph? In his great Exigency, when 
ready to be ſwallowed up by his Enemies, he diſpatch'd a flying Prayer to Heaven for Re- 
lief; Lord, take hold of ſhield and buckler, and ſtand up for my help : And the Almighty 
roms in Arms for his Reſcue. And he recounts another bkelIed Expericnce of the 
cacy of. Prayer; In the day when T cried, thou anſweredſt me; and ſtrengthened} me 
with flrength in my ſoul. The Affliction was ſtill incumbent, bur did not overwheim him; 
which was a more gracious teſtimony of God's Love, than if it had meerly heen taken 
away. Ir is ſaid of the Diſtreſſed, They looked ro him, and were lightned.” Ir is the PA 34 5. 
PerfeCtion and Propriety of the Saints in Heaven to ſee the glorious Face of God with- 
out Veil or Shadow ; but here ſome Rays of his quickening Countenance comfort his 
afflicted Servants, while they lift up their Eyes and Hearts to his SanQuuary, a' joyful 
Light breaks forth, that leads rhem our of the dark Labyrinth of their troubled Thoughts. 
If the Saints remain diſconſolate, _ it is not for want of Mercy and Power in God to re- 
freſh their Sorrows, but from negleQing to improve their Intereſt in him, and deriving 
Spiritual Comforts from his Fulneſs , by humble belicying Prayer. When the Diſciples 
_ Were ſurprized with a Storm in rhe Sea of 7iberias, they toil'd with hard Labour ro 
fave 
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204 The Great Duty of Refgnation. 


ſave the Ship that was like to be overwhelmed by the Waves; bur all in vain, till by, 
their Cries they waked our Saviour, who was aſleep in the Ship. Ze /ifts up his. head 
and the proud waves preſently fink ; he ſpeaks a, word of command, and the boiſterous winds 
2 nn OE; are fllent ; and a great tempeſt is changed into a great calm. This may fitly repreſent the 
fu, rmpefe- attited Stare of a Chriſtian, their Paſſions ſwell into a Stotm, they arc ready to be over- 
re ifs nm -yhelm'd with Troubles, bur 'tis becauſe Chriſt ſleeps in them ; they have his Pretence 
Fullughat "oa as if they had it not; but earneſt conſtant Prayer will awake him , and his propitious 
vis quis Chri- | Preſence will ſecure them from ſhipwrack, and make their Breaſts the true Pacifick Sea, 


fx dermiche:. nd bring them ſafely ro the Bleſſed Erernal Shore. 


Navis tus cor 


| ren, Aug. . Briefly ; God teaches us to profit by our Afﬀflictions, and this affords Matter of Joy 


and Thankſgiving. The Pſalmift declares, Bleſſed is the man whom thou chaſteneſt, and 
 tnſtrufteſt out of thy law. The Divine Teacher gives a right Underſtanding of Sufterings, 
for what end they are ſent, and teacherh by the Voice of the Rod to obey his Word. 
He inſtructs us in our Duty with the cleareſt Cpnviftions, and infuſerh gracious Diſpo- 
ſitions ſurable to his DoQtrine. He gives directing Light, and a ſecing Eye to perceive 
it; he preſents Heavenly Encouragements , and prepares the Heart to receive them. 
Now what. S. Pay! ſpeaks of the Croſs of Chriſt, is applicable to the Croſſes of the 
Saints: God. forbid that I ſhould glory but in the croſs of Chriſt, by which the world is 
crucified te me, and I to it. The Crofs of Chriſt made the Jews and Pagans to deſpiſe 
and reject the Goſpel, eſteeming it to be grols Folly to expect a glorious immortal Life, 
from one who was ignominiouſly put to Death ; yet that was the great argument of the A- 
poſtle's triumphant Joy, becauſe he felr-the Virtue of it to unbind the Charms of the 
World ſo admired by carnal Eyes. He looked upon it with the ſame Diſaftection and 


- Diſregard, as one that is near expiring; it appeared in his Eyes rather as a loarhſome 
Object, than with amiable Qualities. 


' And if the Croſs of a Chriſtian be the Means of Internal Mortification, if thereby 
this vain deceiving World be render'd contemptible to him, and his Aﬀections are infla- 
med to things above, he will find Cauſe to-glory in. Tribulation. To conclude this Ar- 

arts -. FL | Z 7 COM Sg 7 . LN, ; 

There is no Affliction how great ſoeyer , though with Reſpe& to Natural Means un- 

removable and unmitigable , yer if it be ſanctifted by Divine Grace, a Chriſtian even 

while he is ſo afflicted, has more Cauſe of Joy than Grief, more Reaſon to bleſs God 

Rn for it, than' to repine and complain... Is every thing give thanks , Fi 

rn” in Chriſt Jeſus concerning you. He turns Aﬀictions into Benefit 
nate Praiſes arc due upon that Account.; | 
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Ss, and our affetio- 
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r this is the will of 
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ners. Whilſt they are hs thetr vartous Pleaſures, they bave neither will nor lei- 
0 


many times Proſperity ſtupifies Conſcience, that Men are fearleſs of” Divine Jude- 
_ wvoly d g ſenſual 4 win T hey will not op 2 Z God's Far 
rity, till they feel his Power ; they abuſe his Bleſſmgs to Pride and Vanity, Idleneſs, 
and Luxury, and are hardned im their Impemitence, died with the oP tinflure of 
Ingratitude : they drive on through a courſe of Sin, till Death puts a Period to their 
Luſts, How deſtruftrve, how penal is Proſperity to ſuch graceleſs Souls 2 Wheri 
God rains Snares upon the Wicked ; when the affluence of this World is abulgd 
to ſatisfie thetr victous Deſires, 'tis a ſad forerunner of the Showet of Fire ai 
Primſtone, and the horrible Tempeſt thar ſhall overwhelm them at laſt: 

Others in Proſperity are not openly Prophane, and boldly Vicious, yet are corrup- 
ted, aud inſenſtbly deſigoyed by it. "They over-value and over-gelight in the good 
things of this Warld, and pleaſe themſelves in an opumonative Feltny in their preſent 
State. They enjoy the World with more appearance of Reaſon, and be Senſuality than 
the Riotous and Luxurious ; but thetr Converſation with ſo many charming Obiefs, 
alenates them from God; They do not fanCuifie him in their Hearts, placing their 
higheſt efteem upon his moſk amuable Excellencies, and their deareſt delight in Com- 


munton with him. They look upon gms as a ſour Severity; and count nothing de- 


lghtful, but what is ſuitable to the fleſoly Aﬀettios. A Deceit like that of a fick 
Perjon, who feeling no pleaſure biut in the eaſie intervals between bis Fits, and the 
remi(ſun of Ins Diſtemper, ſhould tmagme that if he were freed from his Diſeaſe; he 


ſhould loſe all Pleaſure : Whereas the Delights of Health are more full and durable. 


The Angels are uncapable of ſenſual Pleaſures ; their Happineſs ariſes from the 
— =  Perfeflice 
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Þ Tit erefore a Point of high and holy Wiſdem how to manage Proſperity ſo, as to 
avoid the mpendett Evils that uſually follow it, and to improve it for our eternal Ad- 


vautage. This 1s the Defign uf the preſent Treatiſe, and humbly recommended to the 
Drvme Bleſſing, from one who moſt unfeignedly deſires the Salvation of Mens Souls. 


William Bates. 
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Calls of God to Repentance, ſo he'is not moved by all. their mournful Intreaties, and 


to obtain 


a Man fo ſorarny himſelf, and regulates his Actions, -2s, to avoid impendent Evils, and 
foreſee Evils to. preverit them, and to negle&. the 'Seaſon' of obtaining what is Good. 


| worldly Men; Riches, Honours, Pleaſures, Health, Serevgrl, Peace, 
Appetites. 
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Weapons of Unrighteouſheſs, to - offend God, and wound their Souls to everlaſting 


| Death. PLIES + 4 5 
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The Point I ſhall infiſt on, is this; P reſperity abuſed, is fatal and deſtruftive to 
fooliſh Sinners. WT 1} | | 
In the treatinſ 6n this Arpmenty Tyyill, 1 
the Wicked. 9; That tisf Þ lly ayd n 
the Bleſimgs God to rheir Deſtruction. 3. 


Deſtruction will be. "Re 
t. I will ſhew how Proſperity is e Wicked. the expli- 
cating of- this Head, ſe Cc BY. ? - \ _ >. Sg "as. Gan 


There is no Peſtilence and Contagion in the nature of things, that are pleaſing to our | 
Faculties : They are dangerous, not as made by God, bur as managed by Satan. They 
do not peryert the Minds of Men from any noxious inherent Qualities, but as they are 
—— corrupted by Concupiſcence. Upon this account St. Fohn dehorting Chriſtians from the 
* x Jobn 2.16. Love of the World, as inconſiſtent with the Love of} God, gives this reaſon of it, * For 
all that is in the World, the luſt of the Fleſb, the luſt of the Eyes, and the pride of Life, 
is not of the Father, but 3s-of the' Wet.) Ha ſignifies the QlyeQs, Riches, Honours, 
and Pleaſures, by the victous A edions, at make them deadly to Men. The Poiſon 
' is not in the Flower, but in the Spider. And the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the purifying Ver- 
* 2 Pet. 14 tie of the Goſpel, : fays, That * exceed "2 grtat' aud rs Promiſes ate given tous, 
that by theſe we may be. partakers of - the Divine'Nitwe, having'eſcaped the Corraption thyt 
is in the World throagh-Lufti - This is evident by viſible Experience : for- matiy HB 
Men have erjoyed temporll Bleflings withour the 'offence of 'Gott; and 'have been nigtc 
holy atid heavenly in thehiſclves; more beneficzad 2nd. good tb\.others by Metcies: whullt 
the Senftazly- fike the Oedtin thareliariges' che fivedt Showers of Heavere into its ſalt Qua- 
lity, rutn'the' Divine Bleſſings: itits'|Proviſion for cheir' Brutiſh Tufts." Tr\appears" thete- 
fore that this Contrariety-of Effefts is nor to be' arrridured 'to':rhe Quality .6f worldly 
rhihgs that is always uniform 4tid/alike;bur to the diffetetr Diſpoſitions ofthe Perſons that 
uſe'them. As the ſame Food is healthful or hurtful, vas the Stomach is 'dear'or foul rhar 
receives it: In ſome it renews the Blood and Spirits, 'ftrength&hs' and preſerves Life ; in 
ons it "= reaſes the ſickly Martter, feeds the Diſeaſe, and brings Death more painfully 
"-# The mary deſign of -God in his moſt free'and rich Benefits; is to endear himſelf 
to us, and bind us to his Service : for they are the moſt propet"and convinctng expreſſes 
: of his Love ahd Goodneſs, and powerful: Motives and Perſwaſives to a grateful Corre- 
* Hol. 11. 4+ ſpondence of Love and Obedience. '7* drew them, faith:God, i##}h the Cords uf'a Man, 
with Bands of Love. (Goodiieſs duly conſider'd, crigages to*pleaſe the Benefaor. *Tis 
rherefore ſaid by St. Pail, That the goodneſs of God leads Sinners to Repentance. "Tis the 
moſt naruril uriconſtraitied Conſequence that the Mind can regularly infer from his Cle- 
mericy and Bounty.The Hearts of Men. ſhould be melted in tender Reſentments of their 
tinworthy Converſation towards him, 4nd encouraged ro return t6 their Duty, ſince he 
will graciouſly receive thoſe who unfeignedly repent of their'Sins :* But the Event does 
not uſually anſwer God's Aim. Men are harden'd in Sin by his Mercies. Is 
; Wheti the Wicked abuſe God's Bleſſings, defear his Kiridneſs, and fruſtrate the ex- 
cellent Ends of it, he.tmoſt righteonſly and ſevetely- continues their Proſperity, 'thar fo- 
ments their Luſts, and renders them more wikful and 'incorrigible, and rhe thore guilty 
of their own Damnation. What was ſaid by Simeon; :concetning the moſt glorious Gift 
of God, our Saviour, is applicable in this Caſe ; Behold, this Child is ſet for the fall of 
— in Iſrael, and for a fig that ſhall be ſpoken-apaSft.' When rhe riches of Grace offered 
\ in the Goſpel, are deſpiſed and negledted, the blefled Saviour of Souls is moſt juſtly or- 
cained to be the occaſion of their forer Puritſhmenr. So when tle'common Benefits and 
Mercies of God are ungratefully perverted by Men, to the diſhoniour of the Giver, they 
are by Divine Determination -% 087 for rhe aggravating of their Sins and Sentence. 
; , Proſperity is a fatal Ambuſh for their ſurprizal and ruin, according to that heavy Impre- 
Plal. 69. 22. cation of the Pſalmiſt, * Let their Table become a ſnare to them: and that which ſhould 
have been for there welfare, let it become 4 trap, an occafion of their falling. This judg- 
ment proceeds from the moſt terrible and inexorable Diſpleafiite : "tis better and more | 
eligible to encounter all the ſtorms of a raging World, than to enjoy the calm and ſecurity 
of a proſperous Sinner; For the more afflicked we are by Men, the more earneſt are our 
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addrafies. to God's ro ious: Thame; to-enclins his Mcrey/ro — rretieverus: 
bur; a: Singer, ns pee \htthas of che Wothdy: theimore he. forfakes 1hpret 
vokes God, and the more he is di d to his worſt Enemies, his Luſts, iniÞ Sam 
This rwillbs, p09. VIII awthe /follpwing parts of che Diſcourſe, POV SLOTS Re 
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ncrs;ath S © thduces- pas har phil; an 1 makes them iobnoxibns ito 

thacewenging Wrathbof God; oppolitero.che-Felieiry and: Perfec&L 

on;o6 Man;|tha-confiſts in theofenovari prey ong goof Ghdincthe Soul, and” ir 

joyful C mynion- with: him'tor lever. ©'This: vill | appear by the following” Cotilide: | | 

rations::.,\. 5, \ e yd eodi no D mu bn | 1+ ek opment ran] 
[% Proſpaniey is he cortintlTovenie of the vicious Afetions; the-fleſply. :»f8s-rb3: 

war. againſt. the, Soatis tharrd: _—_ its Beauty, Order, Ereedomy:andelic 


iS Fm Fong = of Fleſh Spiritz by 'the one he: conmunicates! and cor x "vie $5 
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concenerick with the Mind.” Upon this TOE Orderiiiche pr? na; a d Holii 
_ nefsjof Man depends. - Bur by. the rebelliaus:Siw of dam; tho Soul loftcits:vegat Por; 
er and Freedom-3 amd :as in thefarſt? Tempraiorithe Stub infect chsBody]: To; pee 
Body infe@s' the: Sout;;. The: carnal Appetite;i:the'1] of: Luſt anguflnger: Crhft 
nal: paid :thatreighs:for univerſally))iover-rules:the ratio al Willrand 
_ The Love of ſenſual Pleaſures: iSinanirat'ro Meng. as Ter re-tnorecliarniin 
antiiceeasd, 'tis-mare: predoninage! - 'Fhe Senſes; gr mcpary boos i SE 
acy agaiteſt the: _ no gant then woo 2 wa gong ieieOcK ung 
cſs. one? anogheor.::: _ | 
Some HenraP wy  Pby m'o a ol 3 it 
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Mind; Sod draw the Confent of the: ie: With by: hs: aQtual.Picaſire Hlpith mixt mithe- drab 
tiffing .of thern. -. And as Atm oſhis' Infibcence arid Paradife by: his-armpliincd wet 
the dlandifhmenrs.of: his Wife; Teche: Soul 10ſcsits Parity: and Happikels, by yoeldirl 
to.the Defires:ofithe iBleſh thar is1mcomjunRion Wittsir WS hte rnng eas. Man | 
fallen-State is calied:ZHeſb;::ab if! thbte\wers-no-othes in\his Narkre: adore 
Opexations:'> \The\ Spitiritabvad. more: noble Faculties: had nr 'mate Pl 


Communion wich\Gbd\\ avs\ſtimk ines \Carrhality.\ \'Thic Daſh v6®Mth "irb cheiwnk: . 

tural State; : by :6h x j'is aifulf prooft.ofi:this Weill Bad diet Corvelſaron hy-tivuts 1 Pole . 
paſt inthe Luft: of ny aug th the: deſires ef the "Fleſh, dof the Mind 0vTR8. 
{bſervable IE, of rhe \ from oh ſenſual Parr; fare-drawi forth ® 


into act by the conciirrent Wills orche Fleſh, and of the Mind. The noble F aculties, ' 
tlie::Liriderftanding and! 'Wilkiart» depraved, and: freely: indulge rhe. Carnal App ones, 
their: purſuir of 'Pleaſures.. Prodigious degentracy of! rs eature?'OCchar, 
we have a reſemblance in tho marvellous transforming! Proverb anda IS:z Oydvhe 
grafted into:a;'Free of anorher:kind, the Fruir:thars »Hovh raſh) we 
a9 Nate of / che-Srock, bur of [the+ Qraft tharioveraak Sapy Andante foff; 
wn- quality. i. 'Thos.che' Beats: is-grafted'into'rhe- © Marg whe | Bl hal Piowers 1@e 

cernpted and catnall-1The: Mind 5s: em lone Y iſe 'che i Jos £2947 Guilt 
that attend the Thiſts of the Fleſh ;-:and; {ll ;ronfencs: 

ble and unruly Appetites. Man has only this privilege, tl 
Brute, to ſpring new Pleaſures, to make proviſion for his fend $2a1d to atcd 
Pliſh them. 10:.o!qiif-zrl- 0 369) fgets T6 { +, J 
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the Fancy is'thote rage min or Capris 75s 1-Ic hs reg 
the more'tis converſant about TE thidks 3 3oAnd the] ed Tih 
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and rhe Soul is utrerly diſabled from tecoveriiga ſelf fred che! beſorrdd vile: 


, 
- ro 


ak FEE TR 
dh wing - : | 
7 A NN Bars 
[7h ORs % 
Wet Wh 
RES ; 
2.00 - 
, : and 
\ —___—__—_—__ tec _—_— — 
m «+ Cx « - 
ER, , ——_ tc... —— Pe m_ 
CEE ae =o o 


* 
SB. 


\ LYanger 
4 4 
"% ,* k mw.” 


Jabes 4. 1., Inuries.. 


of Proſperity... 


to the ignoble and unruly: x a Millions had been!lefs guilty and defied, - and leſs 
miſerable for ever, if they had not been ſurrounded by pleaſant Temptations and intan gle- 
ments of Iniquity. PT ORR TToy ; : Vat] {02 G3 010127 0GB et ot. Ns PU £9 
2. Proſperity occaſionally. incenſes the | iraſcible Appetite : For..the uſual Incentives 
of Anger, are the croſſing the Deſires, and Contempt ; and the ſtronger the Deſires, 
the-more.impatient they are:ta he. controlld; and in-proportion to the height of :Mind, 
is:the Indignation-for any:Contempt that-is, offer'd.... Now Proſperity-makes thecarna] 
Deſires more exorbitant, and; conſequently' raging! when : fruſtrated.;:- Violent burnin 
Deſires, when. -controll'd, provoke violent butning Anger : and Anger. inflamd, extin- 
guiſhes the calm Light of Reaſon, becomes: blind and furious in revenging apprehended 
"Tis the Inquiry joynd with Conviction, by St. Fames, From whence come 
Wars and Fightings. among you # Come they not from your Lufts that war '#n your Members 2 


The voluptuous, ambitious,” covetous Paſſions when-:diſappointed, ate the common and 


® 


natural Cauſes of all the bloody Diſorders in.the World. -....: . $1 20 
-The; other Cauſe of Anger, is Contempt, cither.real or jupposd ; and that is more 
provoking torhoſe, who rais'd by Proſperity, look with a diſtance-of- Mind upon others 
bali them. - Proſperity in any kind, iwells Men with a vain. opinion of their Worth 
and Dignity ;' and: makes them inſolent and. intolerable. - There is :a ſtrange Diſtemper 
of the Eyes in fome Perſons, . where-ever they look, their own Image viſibly encounters 
_ them. | The reaſhn of it is afſign'd by an inquiring Philoſopher, * That the viſrve Facul- 
* ry has fiot ſpitirs-'and vigour to' penetrate through the Air to ſee other things, and the 
« Air; as a Glafs makes the Refletion of their own Image. Thus one of a ſhallow and 
weak Underſtanding, is continually repreſenting to himſelf his own conceited Excellen- 
cies." And Proſperity increaſes their eſteem of themſelves. unmeaſurably above their juſt 
value. Tis like a Concave: Glaſs that breaks the Rays,: and dilates the viſive Angle ; 
and by. a natural Inchantment, makes an exarbitant Figure; a Dwarf to appear a. Giant. 
Now as Pride:is'the uſual Concomitant! of Proſperity, ſo there is no Paſſion ſo inſepara- 


Ptov. 13. 10- ble from Pride, and fo Proper to'it,. as Anger:; _ By Pride comes Contentiqn ; 'tis the-Ob- 


* 2 Kings 8. in Scripture. -* Z7azae! when foretold by the mourning Prophet, that he would ſtain him- 


12; 13, 


ſervation of the wiſeſt' Man, confirm'd þy-univerſal Experience. Pride makes Men im- 
petious and imparienr, boiſtetous -and-ſtormy againſt all that offend them. Pride, An- 
ger, - and Revenge, like Serpents twine and wreath abour one another. - Pride interprets 
- an Offence as an high Contempt, and raiſes Anger ; and Anger provok'd, rakes'propor- 

nge to the conceived Injury... We haye;a Tragical Inſtance of this recorded 


ti6nable Reve 


ſelf with rhe Iryocent Blood of the Iſraclites, ſlay their young Men with the Sword, and 
daſh their Children, and fip up thet# Women with Child: He ſtartled'at it as: an execrable 
Cruelty? And Hazael ſaid, But what, is thy Servant a Dog that he ſhould do this great 
thing, > rid Eliſhs anſwered, The Lord hath ſhewed me, that thou ſhalt be King over Syria. 
- When advancd to empire, he'diveſted humanity. Pride armed with Power is furious at 
Oppoſition ; and the. flaniing Paſſion, like a frightful Comet, preſfages and produces ter- 
rible Effects. Thus 'ris eyident how the Luſts of rhe Fleſh are fomented by Proſperity. 


+ ; 2. Proſperity inclines Siimers ro' an impjous negled of God, that is a Sin of the high- 
eſt-Nature, and prolifick of -innumera le Evils. AU Sin'is an irregularity, either in the 
exceſs or the defeQtive Extream, either in overvaluing and loving the Creature, or in the 
diſeſteem and indifferenceto the Creator, and Proſperity increaſes the avorſion of the car- 
nal Heart from God, in the ſame degrees as it frengthens the propenſity to the World. 

For the opening this, it will be neceſlary to conſider the eſſential and eternal ReſpeQs due 
from the reaſonable Creature 'to God. And they are Four comprehenſiveof all the reſt. 

(1.). A ſolemn thankful recognition of him as the Author of our Beings, and all the 
Comforts wereigoy. .* 5 95 | by 
< is Supream- love to him. i ' 

\ (3-) Anhumble fear of his Diſpleaſure. | | 

(4; Entire obedience to: his Will. As in this regular Univerſe, every kind of being 

has-its proper End ; ſo it cannot be deriied, without the moſt evident abſurdity, that 
God in all theſe reſpe&s is the chief End of Man. | 

-(1.) A'folemn thankful recognition of God, as the Author of our Beings, and all 
our Cornforts,' is continually due to him. :'The negle of this is ſo contumelious to the 
Myeſty and: Glory of | and ſo contrary to thoſe moſt binding Obligations to his 
Mercy ahd Goodneſs, thar 'tis an Offence infinitely provoking. In every Tranſgreſſion 
the Authority 'of. the Lawgiver is deſpiſed ; bur this.immediately reflets Diſhonour up- 

.. on the Deity. A$\4 common Felony is a breach of the King's Laws, but Treaſon not 
only violates his Laws,'but firikes immediately at his Perſon and Dignity. Now Pro- 

- ſperity 
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- ſperity inclines ſenſual Perſons to this wretched neglect of God. . The Wogld, with Fl RT 


irs deſirable things has the” Dominion and full Poſſeiſion of the; Underſtandings, 'Memo- 
rics, and Hearts of Men, and ſerious Thoughts, with warm Aﬀections towaxc | 
baniſh'd from them. "Tis the Character of a wicked Perſon, but.moſt proper 


£3 
\ 


his, Proſperity, God is not in all his. thoughts. Of this Impicty here are foreral Doguces.: 


the higheſt is explicit Arheiſm, a disbelicf of, God and his Providence,, of his Being and 
Bounty ; and this is ſome times occaſioned by ylentiful Proſperity, And the Conlequenees 
are, Pride thar blaſts the Mind, as it were, with Lightning, and Confidence in the things 
of this World. Of this we have aſtoniſhing Inſtances in the Scripture. Nebuchaduez- 
2ar tranſported in a vain-glorious fluſh of Joy, at the view of his | magnificent Works, 
breaks forth in thoſe lofty inſolent Expreſſions ; 1s not this great Balel that T have built, 
for the Houſe of my Kin dom, by the might of my Power, and the honour of my. Majeſty ? 
- as if he had been raiſed by his own Power, and did not owe. his Greatneſs to the King _ 
of Heaven. Thus 'tis charg'd againſt the Prince of  Tyrus, Thy Zeart 35 lifted up becauſe Eck. 28, 2; 
of thy Riches ; and thou haſt ſaid, IT am a God, aud. fit tn the Seat of God ; and thou ſetteſt 
thine Heart as the Heart of God. He preſum'd that his Throne for Glory and-Stability 
was like the Divine Kingdom, that cannot be ſhaken, and forgot. that he was. a frail / 
Man in a mutable World. Plentiful Proſperity is ſo. ſtrong a Temptation to Atheifin, 
that a wiſe and holy Saint earneſtly deprecated it as a pernicious Snare : Grve we wort Prov. 39. 9! 
Riches, leſt I be full and deny thee, and ſay, Who 1s the Lord ? The carnal Hear, in the 
full fruition of the World, is apr to aſcribe all to the courſe of Natuze, or to humane 
Contrivance and Endeavours, without any ſerious acknowledgment of the Divane- Libe- 
rality and Beneficence. Prodigious Ingratitude, and cqual Folly As #f one ſhould ima- 
gine that a Fountain of Water had nor its original from the Sea, but from the Marble 
Stones, through which it immediately and viſibly ſprings. Or as if it were requiſite the : 
Hand of the Giver ſhould be as viſible as his Gifts. . _ a wy 

Now altho' few arrive tothis heighth of Impiety in actual Thoughts and open Words ; 
yet proſperous Sinners are always guilty of an interpretative and virtual Denial of God : 
they have not a ſolemn grateful remembrance of their Benefactor and his Benefits, and a 
due ſenſe of their dependance upon him. Ir was the wiſe and holy Counſel of- Moſes ro | 
Iſrael, When they ſhould be poſſeſt of Canaan, a place full of delight and profit " When * Deut. 6. 14; 
thou. ſhalt have caten, and art full, then beware leſt thou forget the Lord, The Caution fo 
_enforc'd, intimates a ſinful Diſpoſition in the carnal Hearr, in Proſperity to neglect God. | 
There may be a notional remembrance of him in the Mind, a nake alctiption of all 
good things to his Providence, a complemental Viſit in exterior Worſhip ; yet withour 
an inward cordial Senſe of our dear Obligations for his moſt free Favours. [The Apo- Y 
{tle charges the Rich in this World, not to truſt in uncertata Riches, but in the living God. 
$> fooliſhly are Men prone to depend for protection, reputation, .and proviſion of all 
things upon their Eſtates, as if they weregunconſumable, and negle&t God their Rock, 
who is hs alone ſufficicat Foundation of all our Hopes and Comfyr. 

( 2.) Supream Love to God is an indiſpenſible Duty from Men upon the account of 
his moit amiable Excellencies and Benefits. Thou ſhalt love the Lord with all thy Heart, 
with all thy Soul, with all thy Strength, and with all thy Mind; this is the firſt and great 
Commandment, and conſequently a coldneſs and inditfferency to God, much more a ſtrong: 
averſion from him, is a Sin of the moſt heinous nature; now Proſperity has a ſpecial 
malignity to difincline the Heart from God. The ſupream Love of. Ged includes an A 
of the Underſtanding, a tranſcendent eſteem of his Favour ; Thy loving kindneſs. ts bet-, 


ter than Life; it infpires the Soul with ardent -defares afer him 5 My Soul follows hard 
after thee ; it produces the moſt joyful ſatisfaction in Communion with him. The 
Thoughts of God are unſpeakably precious and ſweet ; the Ordinances, the bleſſed Means 
of conveying his Grace, are highly valued; and Sin that diſpleaſes and ſeparates from 
God, is wh, as the greateſt Evil. Now the Soul muſt be refined to a heaverily temper, 
to ſome degrees of Angelical Purity, before 'tis capable of Light to ſee his ſpiriryal Ex- 
cellencies, and Love to enjoy them.  Andif the Soul does not make the Body Heaven- 
ly and Spiritual, the Body will make the Soul Earthly and Fleſhly, From hence it is 
thar the affluence of things pug to the Senſes, faſtens the carnal Heart ro the World 
as its Happineſs and Heaven; it darkens the Mind, and vitiates- the Aﬀections, that 
that the Soul ca neither taſte nor ſee how good the Lord is. *Tis the univerſal CharaQer 
of Men in the carnal State ; they are lovers of Pleaſure, more than lovers of God. And 2 
remitler degree of Love is comparative Hatred. A Sin of aſtoniſhing guilc, and notleſs 
odious to God, and damning in its Nature, rho' little obſerved and reſented by carnal 
Men : For the higheſt Diſhonour of God is complicated with Diſobedience in it. \ A Sin 
that deſerycs and inflits the ſoreſt Puniſhment ; for God alone, whoſe goodneſs is 
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2 OR TOY 1 make us perfeatly and eternally happy ; and the ſpiritual ſeparation from 

ſari Frome _ ich an the loſs, thar when truly underſtood, is the foundation of the 

wmare | _ | | 

| zeſt Sorrow. Wo a, ps: 

m__ vx: The Fear of 'Ged, is a moſt diſtant Aﬀettioh from the Heart of the fooliſh Sin- 
ner in his Proſperity. The Fear of Reyerence, and the awful Eſteem of God, that pro- 
ceeds from the reflection upon his glorious Greatneſs, is a Grace that remains in Heaven: 


— 


che Angels in all their bright degrees of Excellence cover their Faces before his Throne. 


The fear of Circumſpedtivn thar reſtrains from diſpteaſing him upon the account of Jus 
Juſtice and Power, is a proper Aﬀedtion to Men in the preſent State. . The Bleſſed in 
Heaven are above this Fear, being confirmd in a State of unchangeable Perfeftion and 
Felicity : The Damned in Hal are below this Fear, in that no change can make their 
Condition worſe : but 'tis moſt uſeful and congruvus in this middle State. This Fear 
of God is the beginning of Wiſdom, the firſt and chiefeſt part of it in reſpect of Order 


and Dignity. For the true Notion of Wiſdom, conſiſts in the foreſight of Evils, in the | 


choice and uſe of effequal means to avoid it, and it is the beſt Wiſdom that avoids the 
greateſt Danger. This Fear is the Principle of Converſion from Sin to Holineſs ; exci- 
ting us to make God our Friend, who is ſo dreadful an Adverſary, To Holy and Juſt, 
chart he will nor connive at Sin, and ſpare the Guilty and Impenitent ; and ſo powerful, 
that with one ſtroke he can utterly kohiroy his moſt ſtubbotn Enemies. Carnal Security 
is directly oppoſite to this Fear of Gott, and nothing does more harden and fortifie Men 
= in Security, than a proſperous State. The Voluptuous and Senſual are without Appre- 
PAL. 55. 19. henſioh of Danger, till imminent and in their View. Becauſe they have no changes, there- 
fore they fear nit God, Uninterrupted Proſperity tempred them to Atheiſtical Security : 
And as none are ſolicitous and in anxiety, leſt the Sun, whoſe preſence is the ſupport 
and beauty of the World,' ſhould not ariſe in the Morning, becauſe its regular courſe is 
eſtabliſh'd and conſtant; and it would be a Miracle contravening the Order of Nature 
if it ſhould be ſtopd ; Thus rhe long Enjoyment of Plenty, and Eaſe, and Peace, ren- 
ders Men conſtantly ſecure and fearleſs, as if the tenor of their Proſperity were invaria- 
ble, and no Evil could diſturb it ; or art leaſt they will ſet back the ExpeQation of Evil 
at a great diſtance, like thoſe prophane Scorners mentioned by rhe Prophet, They ſay, 
the & he ſets is for many days to come, he prophefies of the times afar off, and with a 
brutiſh ſtupidiry, flight the Divine Threatnings. And from hence it follows, that none 
are ſo rebelliouſly and boldly diſobedient, as the proſperous Sintier ; which is the fourth 

thing to be conſidered: | ” 

(4.) Entire Obedience is due to the Supream Lawgiver, who is able to ſave and de- 
ſtroy for ever: Yer he is mercifully inclin'd. to pardon the Infirmities of Men, and grea- 
ret Sins retracted by Repentance. There are Sins of Ignorance, when a Man daſhes 
blindfold againſt the Law ; and of ſudden ſurreption, when there is no time to delibe- 
rate, and for recolleQion ; and the beſt are not exempted here from Sins of this nature : 
there are Sins of deadly malignity, when Men are careleſs of God's Commands, and in- 
dulge their Luſts, tho' not without ſome remorſe. Burt the proſperous Sinner is uſually 
moſt preſumptuous, he fins with a high hand, and incurrs a greater Guilt, and ſhall be 
expoſed to greater Puniſhment. When the Feat of God is extinguiſh'd, Luxury, takes 
the Reins, and breaks through the Hedge of the Law, without feeling the wounding 

Heue. +, 1c 1 horns, the fearful Threarnings in it; and drives on through all the degrees of Sin. 
* 3% 3-”Tis the Aggravation of the 7/raelites Ingratitude; Jeſurun waxed fat, and kicked; and 
lightly eſteemed the Rock of this Salvation. They were like Beaſts high fed, that become 

fierce and untraQtable, will endure no Yoke upon them. The proſperous Sinner fecure- 

ly deſpiſes the Commands of God, and by an implicit Blaſphemy dares his oftended Om- 

a  nipotence, as if he were ſtronger than the Lord. He concludes his fafery from his pre- 
- pr 9: ſent ſucceſs, and ſays in his heart, I ſhall eat comp tho I walk in the yy NS of mine 

P 


heart, and add fin to fin : The Lord will not ſpare him, but the anger of the Lord ſhall 
ſmoke againſt that Man to his deſtruftion. | 


J- Proſpetity expoſes danperouſly to the tempting Power of Saran, whoſe SiÞrilicy, 


Malice, 'and Deligence, is always exerciſed in training Men to Perdition. His deſtru- | 


Ctive Power cannot make immediate impreſſioris on the Soul, bur he temprs by Objes 
without, and the Aﬀections within; the World and the Fleſh rhar are in combination 
with him. He is accordingly tiled, the God of this World, as he reigns in the Men of the 
World, by uſing the things of the World, ro obtain and eſtabliſh his Kingdom. He 
blinds their Eyes by Serering Temptations, deceives and ſurprizes them by his Falla- 
cies. And altho' tis difficult ro conceive and unfold his infernal Agency, and pernici- 
ous Operations ; and 'tis certain he cannot make a forcible entry into rhe Soul, and 


tempt 


2 Cor. 4. 
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The Danger of Profperity. © — 
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i tempt with prevalency and ſucceſs, without the Conſent of the Will, yet we are told, 
| that he is a prime Mover in the ſins of Men. He entred into Fadas, and by putting a 
a luſtre on the Silver, exciting his covetous Deſires, prevail d with him to betray rhe ; _ 5 
Lord of Glory. He works powerfully in the Children of Diſobedience. . They are as it pods og 
were poſleſs'd and acted by his ſtrong Inclinations. They are ſaid to be taken captive by = Tim. 2. 1- 
him at his Will. "Tis an alluſion to the catching of Beaſts; when by the addreſs and 
craft of the Hunters, they are drawn or urgd into the Toil prepared for them. Now 
; Proſperity furniſhes him with the Materials whereof he weaves the moſt fatal Snares : 
for his ſtrength and art to deſtroy principally lie in ſpecious Repreſentations, and falla- 
cious Promiſes of Happineſs in the Enjoyment of worldly things. This will appear, by 
conſidering, oy | : ont gr ps 1 
1. Thar pleaſant Temptations are moſt apt to ſeduce the Souls of Men to ruin. As 
in ſowing the Earth, when there is a congruity between the Soil and the Seed, 'tis nou- 
riſh'd and ſprings up to a plentiful Harveſt. So when Temptations are ſuitable to rhe 
Hearr, they are entertain'd with complacency, and are productive of aCtual Sins. Every 
Man is tempted (cum effeftu by Satan) when he is drawn away by his own Luſt, and enti- 
ced: the ſenſual Appetite is drawn forth by things grateful to it : Then when Luſt hath 
conceived, it brimeth forth Sin ; and Sin, when tis finiſh d, bringeth forth Death. When 
the Appetite has obtain'd the Conſent of the Will, the complear act of Sin follows ; and 
Sin habitually indulg'd, ends in Death. | | 6 Fg 
Some Temptations of Satan are of ſuch a black Complexion, and ſo terrible to hu- 
mane Nature, that the Soul reſiſts them, till by violence and reſtleſs importunity 'tis E 
- overcome : But by the AttraQtives of Pleaſure he eaſily prevails. As.in-cutting of Tim- | 
Ls ber, if one ſtrikes croſs the Grain, there is {ſtrong reſiſtance ; but if the blow follows the 
Vein of the Wood, it eaſily cleaves aſunder. The Temptations of Riches, Honour, 
and Pleaſures, are ſo delightful, that rhe Devil commands or perſwades Men to a com- 
pliance with them. | _— | DE _ 
| Beſides, his Malice in pleaſant Temptations is leſs diſcernible ; and conſequently Men 
do not by CircumſpeQion, and Prayer for Divine Grace, preſerve themſelves from the 
Miſchief of them. Tf we are fiercely aſſaulted by unnatural Temptations that cauſe ex- 
traordinary Agonies of Spirit, we ſeck for ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, and fortifie our ſelyes 
with holy Reſolutions againſt the open Enemy. Bur by the Pleaſures of Sin, he infinu- 
ates into Mens Hearts, and feeds the — Diſeaſe ſo gratefully, that they diſcover not 
rheir danger till paſt recovery. Therefore he deſtroys more by his Serpentine Suggeſti- - 
ons, by winning Charms, than by fiery Rage. Indeed he'is never more a Devil, than 
when he deceives; and we are divinely warn'd of his Guile, Devices, and Wiles, that we 
may not be ſurpris'd and ruin'd by our inviſible Adverſary. SR Oye. FL? 
2. Plentiful Proſperity affords variety of Temptations, which he makes uſe of to pre- 
vent the ſatiety and diſlike that the ſame repeated Temprations would cauſe. Since Man - 
was divided from God, the true Centre of the Soul, he breaks into a thouſand irregu- 
lar Deſires ; and in the Apoſtle's Phraſe, ſerves divers Luſts and Pleaſures : and the Vani- 
ties of the World do rather cloy than farisfic ; that which brings tranſporting Joy at firſt, 
by Continuance becomes nauſeous and inſipid, Now the Tempter,- with the abundance 
of Proſperity, ſo orders his Temprations, as to take oft the wearineſs of one-Pleafure 
by another, and keeps his Slaves in the Magical Circle of Variety. 'As a rich Epicure © - + 
provides a Univerſe of Luxury, commands the Four Elements to- make a ſhow,'®' the | Necmere, 
Earth, the Air, the Water, of their Treaſures, and* the "Fire of its Art to' dreſs them, = G ons p 
thereby to excite the languiſhing Appetite, to give a reliſhro Intemperance, and -fſarisfie 949d «ducar 
the greedy. Eye, as well as the blind Belly. Thus Saran, the Archirte@ of Pleaſure; * © 
7 brings out of his Storehouſe ſeveral kinds of delightful Temptations, to reinflame the 
Carnal Appetite when fared : Withour variety defire often fails the Man, and Pleaſure 
fails the Defire. Volupruaries are diffolv'd in the changing Streams of Pleafure. * 
3. Idleneſs, that is often the concomitant of Proſperity, gives him a tempting oppor- 
tunity, gd makes Men more receptive of his Temptations. 'The'Sin and DeſtryQion 
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of Sodom was from hence. '- This was the Tniquity of Sodom, Pride, fulneſs of Bread, and Ek. 16. 45. 
[dleneſs was in her, and her Daughters. The -idle Perſon” prevents the 'Devil, beckons 
the Temprer to do his Office. When the Houſe is empty, the Mind not exercisd with 
berter Employments, and the Heart is looſe and unguarded, the Temprer is invited ro 
take Poſſeſſion. FOO kh LY 10 3d a8 01g ; Oe COINÞL7G 41f2) LoL OAT 
Idlenefs is diretly oppoſite to Life,” as' well as Felicity. "To live, is to be in action. 
Inanimate things are only bound with a'dead'reſt. And "amongſt inanimate Bodies; 'as 
; they aſcend'in PerfeRion, they are more'AQtive. The Heavens that excel im ſituation 
} and qualities all things that are without Life, my in- continual Motion. "ANIE's 
Felicity 
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The Danger of Proſperity. 
Felicity conſiſts in the moſt perfet Actions of the moſt perfe&t Life; in the Viſion and 
Enjoyment of the Bleſſed God. Now. Man naturally being averſe from a ſtate contrary 
© ro Life and Felicity, if he is not employed in Buſineſs becoming the reaſonable. immortal 
Soul, rather than languiſh in Idleneſs, is ative in making proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil 
rhe Luſts thereof. Time is tedious, and that it may paſs away pleaſantly, Men ſeek for 
Divefſions that are uſually cither ſinful in their own Nature, or connext with Sins. | 
A lawful Employment, is a double Security againſt Temptations : Partly Divine, as —pJ 
it entitles us to God's Providence over us; for whilſt we are obeying his Command, we 
are encouraged by his Promiſe, that he will keep us in all our ways ; cither prevent Temp- ; 
| tations, or afford us aſſiſtance to vanquiſh them : And partly Natural ; for whilſt we are "2 
diligently exercisd in a lawful Calling, the Mind is not at leiſure to attend the Temp- 
tation, and the Senſes do not ſo eaſily admit thoſe Objects that betray the Soul. And tis 
obſervable, that God, who is merciful in his Chaſtiſements, orders that fallen Man ſhould 
obtain the Fruits of the Earth to ſupport his Life by the Sweat of his Brows, that his | 
unceſſant Labour might preſerve him from Idleneſs ; which to corrupt Nature is the ſemi- 
nary of ſo many vile Luſts. | EO Tn | 
4. As the Temptations of Proſperity niake Men an eafie Ptey to Satan, fo they keep 
them in the moſt perfe&t and miſerable Bondage under his. Power. When he has taken 
hold of their Aﬀections, he leads them captive at his Will. They are freely drawn by 
the pleaſing force of his Temptations: They are voluntary Slaves, and in love with 
their Captivity. Twas the cruel and crafty Advice offer'd to the Athenians, to keep 
* &; row the ſubdued Inhabitants of Egina from rebelling, to cut off rheir Thumbs, that they 
agere poſſe, might be * uncapable to manage a Spear, and by War obtain a victorious reſcue from 
= ona their Tyranny, bur be fit to pull the Oar in the Gallies. 'Tis an Emblem of Satan's 
dealing with his Slaves ; for by the pleaſures of Sin, their Hearts are weak, diſabled 
from vigorous and holy Reſolutions to reſiſt his Power; they cannot make uſe of the 
Armour of God for their Defence : and their Luſts are ſtrong, they are patient of his Drud- 
gery, conſtant at the Oar; and faithful to their Chains. And from hence tis evident 
that Men are never more dangerouſly under the deſtructive Power of Satan than when 
| - they enjoy Proſperity. ) 
$ Hee enim 3+ Proſperity is deſtructive to many, in that it affords them Adyantages to corrupt | 
thudirio ſuperi- others, and reciprocally expoſes them to be corrupted by others. Perſons in Dignity; 
_— Fark Wealth, and Power, when depraved in their Inclinations and Actions, are like publick 
ant precipre Fountains poiſon, that convey a ſpreading Ruin abroad. * Their evil Example has a per- 
owns nicious Influence, and more commanding Efficacy as a Rule, than their Laws they ordain 
# male res AS Rulers, The Manners of Princes are as current as their Money, that being ſtamp'd 
mm with their Image and Superſcription, though the Metal be baſe, paſles freely among the 
Quinn, People. The Reaſon of ir is evident, for withour the reſtraints of Shame and Fear, the 
| ſenſual Paſſions are riotous and licentious. > | 
Shame, is a diſpleaſure at Evils that are attended with Diſhonour and Infamy, eſpe- | 
cially at ſinful Evils that are ſo ſhameful in their own Nature, that the moſt ſordid ' 
things in compariſon are leſs ignominious. Now foul Vices when praQtisd by Men of 
conſpicuous Eminence, do not ſeem with that turpitude and deformity as is inherent in 
their Nature. As a muddy Vapour drawn up by the Sun, and enamel'd with the Rays 
of Light, appears amiable to the .Eye, not dreggy and foul as 'tis in it ſelf. Innumera- 
ble miſcarry by the vicious Examples of Perſons in Honour ; for when Sins are gilded 
oyer with creditableneſs, many think it neceſſary to be unholy , that is, truly vile, thar 
they may be faſhionably noble. And when thoſe that are in Power abuſe it, as a Privi- 
lege for licenciouſneſs in Sin, Inferiors are viciouſly bold, expecting Facility and Indul- 
fsſs vitia re- BENCC In the pardoning thoſe Faults of which their Superiors are guilty : And thoſe who' ,-. 
ligioſs ſun: , do not fear to be puniſh'd, do not fear to ſin. Thus amongſt the Heathens, Laſciviouſ- 
x ygngge 2s neſs was lawleſs, becauſe they aſcribed their vicious Paſſions to their ſuppoſed Deities, 
tur; ſed colux> and did not fear their revenging Juſtice for whar was practisd by them. Beſides, - Pro- 
"wr. Latt. ſperity expoſes the Rich and Great-ro be more corrupted by others. Servile Spirits will 
be cruelly obſequious to the Humors and Luſts of thoſe upon whom they depend, and 
the ready Inſtruments of accompliſhing their irregular Deſires. "Tis their Intereſt to 
pleaſe them, from whom they receive Favours and Benefirs. And how few have ſo firm 
| a Vertue, as.to break the twiſted Temptations of Pleaſure and Profit > The - Rich and 
Great in the World, are uſually attended with a train of Dependents, or vicious Aſſoci- 
ares, whoſe compliance is very influential to harden a vicious Diſpoſition into a corrupt 
Habit. Theſe are Underworkers to Satan the Maſter-tempter, and feed the double Ele- 
meht of infernal Fire, Luft and Rage, in the Breaſts of thoſe with whom they converſe. 
Fis the peculiar miſery of Men in a high and flouriſhing Condition, that they have 
many _ 
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offers to break rhe Bands of their Luſts. The Spirit in converting the Soul, inſpires it Jim ; 
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many * Flatrerers, and few Friends. Few or none dare faithfully repre wet Sitis and Eqmar 
Danger, leſt the ſight of their Guilt in irs true refleion, ſhould offent theni. "\A$ Evye adulerore. , 
is blind ro others, ſo eſpecially to one's ſelf ; and mercenary 'Wretches, by the moſt _— Air 
vile Flattery, endeavour to make them believe of themſelyes, whatis pleaſng&t6 Tthehi ha 
td believe. Such, to ingratiate, Will commend the mere ſhadows' gf Verrue, as'filbſtati- 
tial Vertue ; and excuſe real groſs Vices, 'as but/the ſhadows of '-Viee.” By *deeeitfiil 
Arts they colour and conceal the native uglineſs of Sin, under a' thin- appearatice and | 
name of * Vertue. The Ty 1 and revenpgeful; they call generous ; the covetous, * wullir wrtii 
ie! prodipal, magnificent ; the malicious,” wary arid cant}; deſunt prot 

ous ; the brutiſh and ſecure, couragions, ' The Converſation of ſuch' i8 'Infirurely 'dange- Pn Foy 
rous and corrupting : for under the diſguiſe of Friendſhip they are the'moſt deadly Ene- 
mies. What greater danger of being poiſon'd can there be, than when'by Art the taſte 
of Poiſon is taken away from the Poiſon, and there is no ſuſpicion 6f the: Traitor thar ; 
gives it 2 Thus 'tis further evident; thatProfperity is'very dangerous to the Souls of Men: 

4: The Proſperity of Sinners uſually' renders the Means of 'Grace 'ineffe&tual, that 
ſhould reclaim and reform them, and conſequently their Deſtruction is remedileſs. The 
Means of Grace are Internal or External :- Internal, the - Motions of ' the Holy Spirit; 
and the Convictions and Excitations of Conſcience: External, the Miniſtry of the Word: 
and the Counſels of faithful Friends ; all which are uſually made fruſtrate and inefficaci- 
ous by the Vices and Luſts of the Proſperous. | SE gf RN ROIND BAY: 007 

1. Proſperity makes Sinners more uncapable of- receivirig the heavehly Impreſſions of 
the Spirit, a obſtinate in reſiſting his gracious working. ' The Fleſh and the Spirit are Gal. 5. 
contrary : And accordingly as the tatnal Appetite has dominion and over-rules in Men, 
ſuch is their Oppoſition to his Reſtraints from Evil, .or his Motions 'to what is holy and , 
good. The ſenſual have not the Spirit. They wilfully refuſe to give adiniſſion'to' him, Jude 
when by inward impulſes he follicits them ; and/have a ſtubborn-and active Contrariety 
ro his Attributes and gracious Operations. He is "tiled rhe Spirit of Power, and'Love, 
aud a ſound Mind. He communicates a ſacred Sovereign Verrue to the 'Soul!, ' whereby 
the irregular Paſſions are reduc'd to the Obedience of the ſancified Mind; and rhe reign- 
ing Power of Sin is difſoly'd. He is a free Spirit, and reſtores the Soul'to rre-and per- 
fe Liberty, by inlarging the Will, and making it commeiiſutate with the Divine Will : 
and from hence it is the inſeparable Character of a convetted Perſon, he is willing to do 
what God will have him do, and to be what God will have hit be. © Bur ſenfual Per- 
ſons, by the pleaſant infuſions of ſervility from rhe” Temptet, arid catnal Objets, have ; . _ .. 
loſt their Power and * Deſire of ſpiritual Liberty, and refiſt the Holy Spifit ; when he . {Nev bi 


4 


with heavenly Love to God for the ever-ſatisfying Beaury-of his PerfeQtions ; and fron 
Love wah intellectual] delight in communion with him, in affectionate aſcents ro him, 
and his gracious deſcents to the Soul : bur the Senſual are faſtned in the Mire of their 
ſordid Pleaſures, and can take no heavenly Flight, and reliſh no divine Comforts. The 
Spirit produces a ſound Mind, to judge ſincerely of things as they are. And from hence 
the corrupting Vanities of the World loſe their attraftive Charms, aiid eternal things 
appear in their reality and excellency, and are choſen and ſought with perſeyerin Dill 
gence. But the ſenſual Heart is a perpetual Furnace, whoſe Smoke darkens the Mind, 
that it cannot diſcover ſublime and heavenly Excellencies; and: whoſe impure Heat fires 
the Will, that 'tis earneſt in the purſuit of fleſhly Pleaſures: Briefly, nothing does more 
quench the Spirit in his illuminating, quickning, and attraftive Operations, than Senſu- 


to the holy Law of God, and makes their Converſion miore difficult than Proſperity. In: 
deed, the Spirit of God can by eftetual Grace convert the moſt unprepared habituate 
Sinner, the moſt obſtinate Enemy of Holineſs ; he can melt the moſt rocky ſtnbborn 
Hearr, into a holy ſoftneſs and compliance with its Duty ; for creating Power is of in- 
fallible Efficacy ; and there are ſome Objets and Miracles of Divine Grace, that are the 
everlaſting Monuments of its glorious Power in ſubduing' the moſt fierce violence of re- 
bellious Sinners. But the Spirit of God does not work as natural Agents, that are 
aftive to the extent of their Power. The Winds blow with all their force, and the Sun 
inlightens the Air with all irs Luſtre. The holy Spirir is an intelligent and voluntary 
I whoſe Power in working is regulated by his' Wilt; and dife&ted by his Wiſdom: 
There are ſome things repugnant to the Divine Attributes, thar 'tis impoſſible God ſhould . 
do them: the Apoſtle ſaith, that God cannot lye, for 'tis contrary ro his Truth; ohe of 
his eſſencial Perfe&tions. And 'tis as impoſſible that he ſhould do any thing unbecoming 
his Wiſdom. He threatned the ſenſual World, My Spirip. ſhall not always ſtrive with Man, Gri. 6. 
for he is Fleſh; that is, corrupt and indulgent to his fleſhly Appetites, and alway —_ | 
$\ 2 ng 
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The Danger of Proſperity. 


| Guilt, and Xa Or con 


ſing and controuling the pure Motions of the Spirit. We read that our Saviour-coutd 


© de no mighty Works in his ob» Country, becauſe of thezr unbelief :, Not as if their Infidelity 


abated his Divine Power, but they were 56 aha to receive benefht by them; his Mt- 
racles would have been caſt away upon ſuch inconvincible Perſons. Who will tow rhe 
barren Sands, or water dead Plants, or give a rich. Cordial to A furious Patient thar will 
ſpill it on the Ground > And 'tis an Act of Juſtice to deprive Sinners of [thoſe Inſpirati- 


ons which they, haye {o long reſiſted. . Thoſe who are tender and traftable, and unfeign- 


edly reſign up themſelves to his Conduct in the Ways of Life, ſhall receive more 


powerful Influences ro t the.-blefled Work begun in them: ZJe will give more Grace 


t0 the humble : Bux, thoſe who are-ſa ;far: from valuing his Graces and /Comforts, that 
ſhould be received with the lygheſt reſpeR, thar-they ungratefully deſpiſe them, and re 
bel againſt his Motions and Counſels, he righteouſly deſerts, St. Szephen in his Charge 


againſt the Jews, to 9 pap the Aggravation of their Sins, reproaches them ; Te ftiff- 


-necked, and uncircumciſed in heart, and ears, ye always refiſted the Holy Ghaſt. The obſti- 
nate Sinner rebels againſt his Authority, and contemns his Mercy. The Tempter with 
his Charms is preſently entertain'd,' as the Devils cakly enter into the Swine ; but the 
Holy Spirit with his gracious Offers is rejefted. . Wrerched Indignity ! rather ro obey 
a Slave and an Enemy, than the lawful Sovercign. 47 

' If the Saints grieve the Spirit of God, by a wilful negle& of his aſſiſting Grace, and 
fall into preſumptuous Sins, although from the Perfe&tion of his Nature he is not capa- 
ble of paſſionate Grief, yet he. infinitely diſlikes their Sins. . And as grzef when 'tis op- 
preſling, cauſes the Spirirs to retire.to the Heart, and Nature is as it were ſhut up in its 
ſprings, and obſtructed from communicating agility and vivacity in the ordinary Ope- 


rations of the Senſes : thus the holy Spirit when grieved withdraws, and there follows 


a diſconſolare eclipſe and interruption: of his reviving quickning . Preſence. But the in- 
dulgent .habituate Sinners, provoke him finally ro leave them to their own Luſts. 'Tis 
true, his deſerting them is uſually gradual, as in a. conſumptive Perſon the Stomach, the 


; Colour, the Strength, decline by degrees, till Nature finks irrecoverably under the Diſ- 


eaſe; ſo the Motions of the Spirit. in thoſe who have often repell'd them, are not fo. fre- 
quent and vigorous as before ; his after-calls are weaker, waſting, and dying every Day, 
till his total Wirhdrawing from them. - How fearful and hopelets is the State of ſuch a 
Sinner > This ſpiritual Judgment always proceeds from inexorable Severity, and ends in 
the erernal Ruin of Sinners. For without the Spirit's ſupernatural working, they can 
never be renewed to Repentance, never reconciled to God. They may for a time live in a 
voluptuous courſe, or follow the Buſineſs of the World ; and a little breath may ſeparate 
between them and Hell, but rhey ſhall ar laſt die in their Sins, in an unpardonable ſtare 
for ever. Tis ſaid of the Jews, They rebell'd and vexed his Holy Spirit, therefore he tur- 


. ned to be their Enemy, and fought againſt them. 


2. The Convictions and Excitations of Conſcience are prevented, or made ineffectual 
by the Proſperity of Sinners. - Conſcience is the applicative Mind that reſpects Practice ; 
it directs in our Duty, both by inhibitions from what is Evil, and by inſtigations to 
what is Good ;*and by comparing our Actions with the Rule, teſtifies-our Innocence or 

emns Us, | | $-'d. 

This intelleual Ray was planted in us by the wiſe God in our Creation, and exten- 
ded to the Divine Law, the Obje& and End of it, to keep us to our Duty. And ſince 
our Revolt, tis being enlightned and ſanCtified the vital Principle of Converſion to 
God, the powerful mcans of reſcuing the lapſed Soul ftom its proſtitution to the Fleſh, 
and recovering it to a temper of Purity becoming irs Original Excellence, and Relation 
to the Father of Spirirs. 'Tis true, the Law of God is the primary Rule of our Duty, 
and the Boy Spirit is the Efficient of our Renovation ; bur the inlightned Conſcience 
is the immediate Rule, and the immediate Mover of us to return to our Duty. And if 
Conſcience, which is the Eye of the Soul, be covered with a film of Ignorance, if ir 
be blear'd with the falſe Glirterings of the World, if it totally negledts irs Office, or 
makes but a cold application of ſaying Terrors that may controul the licentious Appe- 
rites, if it be good, when it ſuggeſts and excites to our Duty, the Sinner is hard- 
ned and fetled in his loſt State. Now Profperiry foments the ſenſual Aﬀetions, that 


. obſcure the Light of Conſcience, that corrupt its Judgment, that ſmother and ſuppreſs 


its Dictates, or. deſpiſe and flight them, thar 'cis powerleſs, tho conſtituted God's De. 


 puty to order our Lives. 


1. AﬀeRted Ignorance is the uſual Concomitant of ſenſual Luſts : for the enlightned 
Conſcience will convince, and condemn. Men for their Pollutions, and force them here 
to feel the beginning of Sorrows, and thereby make them apprehenſive what the Iſſues 
and Conſumarion will be bereafter, and this will caſt an aſperſion of Bitterneſs upon their 
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{weer Sins, and leſſen the full pleafure'of them.” ' From: hence our Suvionr tell us;0 Every 
one that loves to do Evil, hates the Light, -neither cometh to the Layhr, leſt his-Deetds:fh4 
be reproved;' that is; by the inſtrufted and awakned: Cdnitiente: \Men love Darknets 
ro cover their Nakegdneſs and: foul Deformiry. They areraverſe-from Knowing their 
| Duty, and will not ſearch, leſt they ſhould diſcover fuch'recrible/Tmths char croſs cheir . 0 
ſenſual Humour. The Apoſtle foretels,' Thar 'Scoffersfluuld come in:the laft days, who are? Pet 3-5: 
willingly: ignorant of. the beginning and end of thei: World; as if there were no Divine 
| Maker of all things, who has power to deſtroy :them;'and conſequently no Judge. to 
whom Men muſt be accountable for their Diſobedicnce to his Laws : They aſſent to'rhe- 
moſt evident Abſurdiry, that all things were and ſhall continue in the fame tenor: and 
the cauſe of their willing Tgnorance is infinuated in the Character thar .deſeribes ithem, ls 
that they might walk after their own Laſts, more ſecurely, freely, and:joyfully, nt lt 
2. SenfuaE Euſts'do not only hinder Mens ſearch after Knowledge;'but: obſcure the |. : 5:14. \.- 
Light 'of 'Confſcience, and corrupt its Judgment. Thete!'js ſach an>intimate'Commus © 2 -* 
nion between the Soul and the Body, that interchangably: they-corrupr bne another c rhe: 
Sins of 'the Fleſh ſink into the Spirit, and corrupt the-moral Principles; from'whencerhe 
ſenſible Conſcience ſprings of Good and Evil.” And the Sing: of : ther; Spirir, Infideliry,, 
Incogitancy, Error, Security, break .out in the Deeds of 'rhe Body, 'andbmake the Fleſh Titus 3. 15; 
| © more. outragious in its Deſires. St. Paul declares, that anto the defiled and uibelidving; 
'  wothing is pure; but even their Mind and Conſcience is defiled. 'A purged Heart is requt- 
ſite for a clear Mind ; but where Luſt dwells, ittaints and perverts thepractical Judgment, _ | 
from whence ſo many Diſorders follow in the Life.” ' The-narural'Conſcience/in many 
Caſes, in its ſimple judgment of things, ſincerely declares 'what-is to be done, and wha! 2 
ro be avoided; but when compounded and'ſtain'd witlta tincture of Senfualiry, ' it judges | 
| Fe Pſal. 57. 10; 


- 3 | 
according to the deſires: The rebellious Tfraelites ifi'the Wilderneſs are deſcribed, \Z; 
a People that do err in their Hearts : The Heart'was the erroneous Fountain'of: alt their 
| Mifcarriages, and Forty Years Inſtru&tion could do them\no Good.': Thoſe who are-giz 
ven up to carnal Deli Sy and are in a Confederacy with 'the'groſs:Senfes, even their 
direQtive'and judging Faculty is carnal in its Apprehenfſions,” | A reprobate- Mind, -and vile 
Aﬀeions, are naturally and judicially the Cauſe and Effet of onevandrher: . Even nary- 
ral Truths that are plain and bright, as the eſſential Diſtin&tion between moral Good and 
Evil, between Vertue and Vice, and- the belief of: a Judgment.to:come;\ that is inſepara- 
| bly connext with it ; yet through the perverſneſs and crookedneſs of Mens Hearts, are 
ſtrangely darkned. Men wiſh according to their carnal Inrereſt;' and whar"they with, 
| they would fain believe ; and as when there was no King in Iſrael, every one. did what 
was good in his own Eyes : ſo if there were no after-reckoning, Men would, withour' the 
check of Conſcience, | follow the Wills of the Fleſh, therefore they are Arhciſts in defire, 
and if not {cared by the pangs of a throbbing Conſcience, will be 1o in their Thoughts. 
The Heathens - cancell'd 'the Law of Nature, and'tranſpreſs'd all the Rules of Dury 
and Decorum ; they ſecurely indulg'd thoſe Luſts that'are a derogation and debaſemenr 
to the reaſonable Creature, and make Men below Men. The Reaſon of this prodigious @« 
degeneracy was, their Manners corrupted their Minds. ' St. Pau! charges the Ephefians, Ephil. 4. 17, 
| not to walk as the other Gentiles, in the vanity of their Minds, having the 'Underſtauding Wo 
' darkned, being alienated from the Life of God, through the Ignorance" that 1s tn them, be-. 
cauſe M4 the Blindneſs of their Heart ; who being paſt feeling, have "gives themſelves- over 
to Laſciviouſneſs, to work all Uncleanneſs with greedineſs:” A dead Conſcience, and a dif. 
ſolute Life, are inſeparable. And how many that -are furrounded with the; Celeſtial 
Beams of the Goſpel, are as impure and impenitene, as thoſe in the'black Nighr'of Pa- 
ganiſm 2 They ſtand at the Entrance of the bottomleſs Pir, yer. do-not ſmell the Brini- 
EE ſtone that inrages the Fire there : the Flames of their Luſts, have ſeared rheir Conſci- 
ences to a deſperate degree of hardneſs and inſenſibility. ' Of ſuch the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Per. 2. 12; 
But theſe, as natural brute Beaſts, made to be taken and deſtroyed, ſpeak evil of the things * 
| they underſtand not, and ſhall utterly periſh in their own corruption ; and ſhall receive the 
; Reward of Unrighteouſneſs, as they that count it pleaſure to riot in the day time ; ſpots they 
| are, aud blemiſhes, ſporting chonltiok with their own decervings, while'they feaſt with you. 
| They violated all the Preſcriptions and Reſtraints of Narural Reaſon, they had loſt all 
the ingenuous Baſhfulneſs of the humane Nature, and pleas'd themſelves in their falſe 
licentious Principles, whereby they endeavoured to juſtifie their enormous Actions, and 
let a ſuperficial gloſs upon their foul Deformities. Now a ſeduced and ſeducing Mind, 
Make the Converſion of a Sinner moſt difficult. Whilſt the Judemenr condemns whatthe 
AﬀeCtions approve, Men are not ſo invincibly and recovery loſt ; the inlightned 


1 Conſcience js an Earneſt of their Return to their Duty. Bur when tbe Spirit is deceived, 
] the Fleſh alwavs prevails ; and Men are moſt diffolute; corrupt, and deſperately wicked, 
i | - Our 
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5. Ariſt. 1. 7 
Os. C. 3. 


Our Saviour ſays, Jf the Light that is in ns be Darkneſs, how great is that Darkneſs ? 
How diſorderly and ruinous will the courſe be ? if the Salt hath loft its ſaviour, where- 
with ſhall it be ſalted 2 Tf the Conſcience, that ſhould be as Salt to preſerve the Soul 
from tainting Pleaſure, be corrupted, . wherewith can it be reſtored ? 


3. Fleſhly Luſts ſmother and ſuppreſs the DiQtates and Teſtimony of the enlightned 


Conſcience, that they are not influential upon the Life. The DiCtates of Conſcience 
arc in a dire& Line, inſtructing and adviſing Men in their Duty : the Teſtimony is by 
refletion upon their Errors from the Divine Rule, and condemning them for their 
Guilt. | Ne : 

1. The Dictates of the inlightried Conſcience are ſuppreſt. "Tis the Obſervation of 
* the Philoſopher, concerning ſenſual Perſons, that'they have Reaſon in the Faculty and 
Habit; but not in the Uſe and Exerciſe. The praCtical Underſtanding declares our Du- 
ty, that'tis abſolutely neceſlary to obey God ; and Men aflent to it in the. general : bur 
when this Principle is to be applied to Practice in. Particulars that are ungrateful to the 
corrupt Will, Luſt draws a Veil over it, that it may not appear to check the ſenſual In-. 
clinations. Whilſt the-Mind; ſeduc'd by the Senles, is intent upon the pleaſing ObjeR, it 
does not actually. and ſtrongly conſider the Divine Command ; and Conſcience is brought 
under the controul of the imperuous Paſſions. The Light of Reaſon, as well as of Di- 


viac Revelation, 'diſcovers, that the: bleſſed Beginning, and the happy End of Man, is- 


to be like God, and to enjoy his Love ; but when there is a competition between his 
Favour, and the things of the World, the carnal Heart ſuppreſſes the DiCtates of the 
Mind, and makes a'blindfold choice of things preſent and ſenſible, as if Man were all 
Earth, and-there were no ſpark of Heaven within him. 

The Heathens are charged by St. Paul, -—That they with-held the Truth in Unrighte- 


| ouſtieſs. The Notion of God as the Supream Lawgiver, and to be obeyed according to 


his Law impreſt upon Conſcience, was a natural Truth, and ſhould have reign'd in their 
Hearts and Lives ; but they would not ſuffer it to exert its Power in ordering their Acti- 
ons. "There is a natural Miracle ſeen in Egyptevery Year ; when the River Ni/us over- 
flows the Plains: Many living Creatures are half form'd, and part remains ſlimy Earth, 
without Life or Motion. | $ | | 


Altera pars vivit, rudis eſt pars altera tellus. 


Such Monſters were the ungodly and unrighteous Heathens ; half Men in their Under- 
ſtandings, and half Mud in their filthy Afﬀections. And there are innumerable ſuch 
Monſters in the Chriſtian world. Ep 

2. The Teſtimony of Conſcience is ſuppreſt and negleed by the proſperous Sinner, 
If Conſcience be'in ſome degree Righteous, and faithful in its Office, and reproves him, 
and ſets his Sins in order before his Eyes ; he will not regard-its earneſt Warnings. He is 
as unwilling to hear that ſincere Witneſs in his Boſom, as Ahab was the inflexible Pro- 
phet Micazah ; of whom he ſaid, 7 hate him, for he doth not prophefie Good of me, but Evil. 
Proſperity affords many diverſions, whereby the ſinner ſhifts off converſing with Conſci- 
ence, and remains ingaged in his ſinful State. 7 harkned, and beard, ſaith the Propher 
Jeremy, but they ſpake not aright ; no Man repented of his Wickedneſs, ſaying, What have I 
done 2 What foul ignominious Acts, how defiling and debaſing my Soul, how offenſive 
to the pure Eyes of God, who is ſo glorious in Majeſty, and dreadful in Power > 
Such a ſight of Sin would make the Conſcience boil, and chill the Paſſions, and urge 
Sinners to return to their Duty. But whilſt they proſper, they are obſtinate in Rebel- 
lion ; Every one turn d to his courſe, as the Horſe ruſhes into the Battle. As the Horſe 
when inflamd, by the Noiſe and other Accidents of War, furiouſly ruſhes to his own 
Deſtruction ; thus Sinners when they encounter alluring Objects that divert the Mind 
froni ſerious Conſideration, either they do not diſcern, or will not obſerve the Dangers 
before them, and with as little conſideration, and as much ficrceneſs as the Beaſts ven- 
cure upon their own Deſtruction. Converſion is the Produft of the moſt ferious and 
ſad Thoughts, from which a proſperous Sinner is moſt averlc. 


2. The external means for converting finners, arc uſually ineffeftual upon them whilſt 


they enjoy Proſperity. 

1. The Goſpel is the Power of God to Salvation to them that believe ; and the preaching 
of it is by divine Inſtiturion the ordinary means of Converſion. God could by the imme- 
diate illumination of the Mind, and influence upon theWill and AﬀeCtions, convert ſin- 
ners from the Errors of their Ways; but his Wiſdom and condeſcending Goodneſs makes 


uſe of the Miniſtry of Men to convey the Word of Truth and Life to the World. 


This way is very congruous, both to the compounded Narure of Man, by the Senfes to 
work 


: 8" £ W5 1-5, p 


| The Danger of Proſperity. EY 


| work upon the. Soul, and to the native freedom of his Will: For tho' the ſupernatu-- 
ral Agent infallibly changes the Heart, yet the Inſtrument can only dire and perſwade 
Men, as thoſe who are endowed with intelleftual and eleQtive Faculties; 'and thus the 
efficacy of Divine Grace is inſinuated; in a way. ſuitable to the reaſonable Nature. The 
Miniſters are ſtiled the Light of the World, to diſcover to Men their undone condition by 
ſin, and to point out rhe way to their everlaſting Peace. -Our bleſſed Redeemer faves the 
| loſt Remnant of Mankind by the ſacred Miniſtry ; and where there are no Evangelical Prea- * . 
; chers ſent, or only a doleful ſucceſſion of blind Guides, what * Tertullian ſays of Scythia, On 
a Country that by the extremity of the cold, .is hard and dry, and perpetually barren, RR fols firk 
but the reſidence of fierce Cruelty, is applicable to a Nation, the Hearts of Men are 5: cate. 
frozen to their ſins, there is no melting in the tears of true Repentance, no holy Hear, 
only their brutiſh Luſts are ardent and active. But where the Embaſſadors of Chriſt are 
faithful and zealous to induce ſinners to break oft their fins by repentance, -and to be re- 
| conciled to God, there are none more uncapable of the ſanifying Power of the Goſpel, 
L than ſinnersin Proſperity. + FYY 
r. Pride, the Vice of Proſperity, makes them fierce and ſtubborn againſt the holy and - _.- - 
( ſtrict Rules of the Word. We will not hearken to thee, but will certainly do whatſoever goes 1fa.44. 16, 17. 
out. of our own mouth. If a faithful Miniſter repreſents the inſide of their foul Souls, their 
uncomely Paſſions are rais'd againſt him: Tf he recommends the earneſt ſtudy of Holinels, 
and Godlineſs, they entertain his Counſels with derifion and diſdain. "Thoſe ro whom the 
; deareſt and moſt affectionate. Honour is due, being ſpiritual Fathers and Phyſicians, are 
deſpiſed in their Perſons and Office, by Fools in their Proſperity. They condemn -whar ' 
they do not underſtand, and affe&-not to underſtand what condemns them. They hear 
Sermons to cenſure, and cenſure that they may not be troubled by them. What hope | 
is there of reducing haughty Scorners to the Obedience of the Goſpel ? Even the Miracles 
and Miniſtry of our Saviour was with ſucceſs upon rhe Phariſees, who heard ant derided 
him. Tf ſuch are convinc'd in their Minds, and nor difarm'd of their Pride and Self-will, 
they refuſe to yield themſelves to the Lord. Meckneſs is a requiſite Qualification for re- 
ceiving the Word without its ſaving Vertue. We are direfted to lay afide all filthineſs, and 
ſuperfluity of naughtineſs; and with meekneſs to receive the ingrafted Word, that is able to 
ſave our Souls. We are prepared for Divine Grace, by a ſerious ſenſe of our want of 'it, and 
earneſt deſire to obtain it. He fills the hungry with good things and the Rich he ſends empty 
away. None are ſo infenſible of their ſpiritual Wants, and avetſe from the humble ac- 
knowledgment of them, as the Proſperous Sinner; arid riohe more tinlikely to obrain 
| ſpiritual Riches. — | Eo. | 
2. Infidelity that is occaſiond and confirm'd by Proſperity in Siri, renders the Goſpel — _. 
ineffeQtual to the Salvation of Men. The word preached did not profit the Fews, not being Heb. 4. 22 
mixt with Faith in them that heard it. A ſtedfaſt belief of Divine Revelations, is the prin- 
Ciple of Obedience: without it, Motives of the higheſt ſtrain are ineffectual. Erernal 
things are not within the proſpe& of Senſe, and tho' ſer forth with the cleareſt evidence 
of Reaſon, and enforced with the greateſt earneſtneſs of Aﬀection, yet the Sohs bf Dark 
neſs ſleep profoundly in their fins. If. Heaven with its Joys and Glory be revealed in the 
moſt affecting manner, it has no mote efficacy to move them, than charming Muſick to 
; awaken one out of a Lethargy: only violent Remedies, bleeding, ſearifying, arid burn- 
| ing, are proper and powerful for his recovery. If rhey are warned, that the everlaſting 
| King will ſhortly open the Clouds, and come with terrible Majeſty to the univerſal Judg- 
| ment, and requzire an account for his abuſed Mercies : their Heatts are apt to reply as the 
Prieſts did to Fudas, What 7s that to us 2 ſee 'ye to it. The Terrors of-the Lord no more 
affiet them than Thunder does the Deaf, or Lightning the Blind. © Tn ſhort, tho' char- 
| ged and adjured by all the Threatnings of the Law and the ne lected Goſpel, tho' intre- 
L ated by all the precious Promiſes of Mercy, they continue hardened in their voluptuous 
ſins: they deſpiſe the cterhal Rewards of Holineſs and Wickedneſs, as incredible and 
impertinent, and Miniſters as men of vain talk and imaginations. For the Infidel Senſes 
_ not affe&ted with things future; and Sinners. whilſt proſperous; are under their 
ominion. | SP Es eG | THE = 22: ide, LORE 
3- Suppoſe in preaching the Word, a ſharp tay of Truth datrs through the deep and 
{ctled darkneſs of the Heart, yet 'tis ſoon dampt, arid without ſaving effect upon Sinners 
in their Proſperity. They may be terrifiedbur are not ſubdued by rhe Armour of Le » for 
they preſently take ſanduary in the World to eſcape the ſtrokes of ir. The carnal Paſyons 
dare not appear before ſuch Obje&ts as awaken the Conſcience ; the Senſes ſtrongly ap- 
ply the Mind to things that touch them ; the Fancy is the ſpring of diſtraction 1n the 
thoughts, and theſe reign in their full power in proſperous Sinners, ſo that they do:nor 
by ſerious conſideration apply things of eternal conſequence to rhemfelves. The _ ! " 22M 
ON | OT © 
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of Man with difficulty changes its end; the outward actions may be ſuſpended or over. 
ruled for a time, but the love that is natural and predominant in the Heart to the prelenr 
World,cannot be purificd and raiſed to Heaven,without the divine efficacy of the Word ap. 
plied by moſt ſolemn and frequent thoughts. How plain and convincing are the words of 
our Saviour; What will it profit a Man, if he gain the whole World and loſe his own Soul 2 - 
But how few in hearing them, have found their Souls that were loſt in the corruprtin 
Vanities of this World > The moſt ſeem not to know they have immortal Souls, whiltt 
they live as if they had none. The Reaſon is, they will not conſider duly their unva- 
luable Worth, and the woful Folly in negleing rhem. When the Bird often ſtraggles 
from the Neſt, the Eggs are child and unprolifick, for want of its warming Incubation. 
Divine Truths are withour life and vigour, when they only lie in the Memory, withour 
ſerious and frequent Refleftions on them. Many are enlightned, but not atfeted ; or ol 
affected, but not reſolved; or reſolved, but their Reſolutions are not prevailing and per- 
manent, becauſe the Word does not fink into their Minds, by deep Conſideration. 
2. The other external means of recovering a Sinner from the ſnares of Death, is pri- 
vate Admonition, either authoritative, or meerly charitative, by ſhewing him his Sins, and 
the fearful Conſequences thar attend them. The negle& of this Duty, is a ſign and 
effect of the greateſt Hatred, as the Command of it implies, T hou ſhalt not hate thy Bro- 
ther in thy Heart, and ſuffer Sin to lie upon him. The performance of it, with Prudence 
and Meckneſs, with dear and earneſt Love, has a ſpecial advantage and efficacy, being 
direaly applied to the Perſon whoſe Soul is concern d. The Reproofs of a Preacher are 
levelld in common againſt the Sins of Men, but not applied in particular to every Sin- 
ner. 'Tis the Office of Conſcience, to bring home to every Man's Boſom, what is pro- 
per to his Caſe ; and ſingularly to obſerve in himſelf, what is ſpoken in the” general. But in 
private Admonition, the Superior or Friend ſupplies rhe Duty of Conſcience. And (inthis 
{enſe) wo be to him that is alone / that wants a faithful Friend to ſupply the Duty of Con- 
ſcience, either to preſerve himfrom falling into Sin, or toraiſe him when down. Now a 
proſperous Sinner is moſt unlikely to receive the Benefit deſignd by Admonition. If the 
Patient does not aſliſt the Cure, by receiving holy Counſels with humilicy, reſpe&, and 
thankfulneſs, they prove inefteQtual, and much more if they be rejected with Averſneſs and 
Contempt.When a Superiour, (like a Father that holds a Child over a Pit, to make him fear 
where there is Danger) with ſolemnity admoniſhes him of his Guilt and approaching Judg- 
ments, he is apt to ſlight his Perſon as cenſorious, and his Admonition as impertinenr. | 
When a Friend by faithful Reproof endeavours to ſave his Soul from Sin and Hell, he 
entertains his Reproof with ſcorn, or with conviction and indignation. Thus the wiſe | 
| Obſeryer of Men declares the careleſs wretched Diſpoſition of Sinners in their Proſpe- 
NI. 5- 1, rity, by their forrowful Refletions in Adverſity : Thou ſhalt mourn at the laſt, when thy 
od Fleſh and thy Body are conſumed, and ſay, How have I hated Inſtruition, and my Heart 
deſpiſed Reproof ? And have not obeyed the Voice of my Teachers, nor enclined mine Far to | 
them that inſtrufed me 2 Inſtruction to prevent Sin, Ravenor to correct Sin, were diſre- 
garded with an implicit hatred, or reze&ed with abſolute and expreſs hatred. 
To conclude this part of the Argument ; Experience ſadly proves that Sinners are | 
never reclaimed from their ſtubborn Folly but by ſharp Aﬀidtions. They will not be- 
lieve the Evil of Sin, till by a real and ſenſible Conviction they take a meaſure of the i 
Evit they have done, by the Evil- they ſuffer. Affiction tames the ſtubborn Heart, and 
makes it humble and relenting. Even Pharaoh that was a bold Atheiſt in his Proſperity, 
F and ſtood upon high Terms with Moſes, ſaying, Who is the Lord, that I ſhould obey him > 
Exod. 9. 27» Yet was an humble Suppliant in his Diſtreſs : And Pharaoh /en?, and called for Moles and 
Araon, and ſaid unto them, T have finned : the Lord is righteous, and I and my People are 
wicked. Intreat the Lord that there be no more mighty Thundrings, and Hail. This is 1ctforth 
Jer. 2.24 in a true and lively compariſon by the Prophet Feremy: As a wild Aſs uſed to the Wilder- 
neſs, that ſnuff; by the Wind at her pleaſure : in her occaſion, who can turn her away 2 When 
fird with Luft, the ranges about ſwiftly, without a Rider to guide, and Curb to reſtrain 
her. All they that ſeek her, will not weary themſelves ; but in her month they ſhall find her : 
Tis 1n vain to-purſue her then, but when ſhe is bagg'd-and heavy, they will tame her. 
Thus when Sinners are proſperous, the Call of God, and Conſcience, and of Teachers, 
do not ſtop them in their volupruous Courſe, but Affliction confines and reduces them | 
to Obedience. . n | 
5. Proſperity renders Men averſe from ſuffering for the ſake of Chriſt, when they are 
called to give Teſtimony to his Truth, and ſupport his Cauſe. Self-denial, with reſpc&t 
to the preſent Life, and all'the Ornaments, Comforrs, and Endearments of ir, is abfv- 
lutely neceſſary by the Law of Chriſtianity, when the preſerving of it. is contrary to th? * | 
Mer. 6. 24 Glory of Chriſt, and inconſiſtent with our Duty to him. Zhen ſaid Feſus to his Diſciples, 
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if any Man will come after 'me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his Crofs and 'follow 
me. The Crols implies all kinds and degrees, of ſuftering, from the leaſt atflifting Evil; 
\ro Death with Tgnominy and Torment. And how juſt is it,. if. we expeCt to: be glorified: 
by his Sufferings, that we ſhould willingly ſuffer for. his Glory. Ar:the firſt; preaching — 
| of the Goſpel, many were offended at the Creſs of Chriſt : they. eſteemed it Folly, ro'ex- ; Cor. 1. 23. 
; pect eternal Life from one that was put to death, and that he ſhould.bring them tothe 
higheſt Glory, who ſuffered in the loweſt Weakneſs. , Our Saviour was .conceal'd from bs 4 
their carnal Eyes, by the overſhadowing train of his Afflictions. . And the Croſs of Chrift, * © *** 
chat is to be voluntarily and obediently taken up by his Diſciples, 1s-a greater offeyce to - 
che World, than that to which he was nail'd. *Tis a harder Leſſon, that we muſt obtain 
Glory by our own Sufferings, than that it was purchaſed by our Saviours. . The Mind 
more willingly aſſents to the Reaſons of his Sufferings, rhan of ours : In the firſt, it 
only encounters with falſe Prejudices, and vain Shadows that darken that mighty My- 
ſtery ; bur in the ſecond, it muſt overcome the natural Love of this Lite, and the Plea-. 
ſures of it, which is ſo predominant in Men. The alliance to the Body;. and the allure. 
Inents of the World, are the cauſes of forſaking Religion, when the owning of it will 
coſt us dear. And thoſe who enjoy Proſperity, are moſt eaſily terrified from their Dury 
ro Chriſt ; the Account of which is open to Reaſon, both from ſome general Confidera- 
tions, and from ſpecial, that reſpect Sufferings for Religion. The general Conſiderati- 
ons are.two. | ; Wh SOIT is 
1.. The living in Pleaſures and ſoft Delicacy, enervates, the maſculine vigour of rhe 
Spirit, and damps Reſolution, rhat it preſently faints when aſſaulted with Difficulties. 
The Spirit of a Man, encouraged by juſt, and wiſe, and generous Reaſons, will ſtand 
| firmly under heavy Troubles : But Fear breaks the native ſtrength of Mind, and like a 
ſecrer ſudden Palfic, that ſflackens the Nerves, and looſens the Joints, cauſes a trem- 
bling and incapacity of bearing Evils. The leaſt glimpſe of Danger, makes the Fear- 
ful to retire-: like ſome, that apprehenſive of the riting Winds, will not ventare any fur- 
ther in a Boat, than that one Oar may be on the Shore, whilſt the othet ſtrikes in -the 
Water. The Timorous, when Affliftions atrend the faithful Profeſſion of the Goſpel, 
uſually are treacherous to God, to their Souls, and to the Truth.. . To God Cwhoſe Yer! 
vants they are by the deareſt Titles) by contradifting their Duty, which 1s to ſuffer 
| chearfully for his Goſpel and his Glory, when called forth : and by revolting. from! his 
Service, they occaſion ſuch diſhonourable unworthy Conceptions of him,..as if he were 
| regardleſs of his ſuffering Servants, and would not gloriouſly reward thoſe who are 
faithful to the Death, the Seal of their Loyalry and Perſeverance : they are treacherous: 
to their Souls, by preferring the Intereſt of. the periſhing Fleſh, before the Happineſs of 
the immortal Parr : they betray the Truth, by expoſing ir to a ſuſpicion of Falſhood ; 
for as the confirming Religion. by Sufferings, doth moſt efftetually recommend it te: the 
Belief and AﬀeCtions of others; ſo the Denial of 'ir, or the. withdrawing our Teſtimo- 
ny in times of Danger, will inclin2 others to judge that it is not the Truth, or at leaſt 
of no great moment, that the Profeſſors of it do not think worth their Suffering. How 
many faint-hearted Perſons have thus betrayed the Son of. God again, and their Confei: 
ences, and their Religion 2 Their Faith rhar ſparkled in proſperous ;Times, : when. Trouw 
bles come, is a quench'd Cole, rak'd up in the cold pale Aſhes of: diſtruſtful Fears;> with! 
out any Divine Light or Hear. - nou 122A. ht 10-30 ESE 6: 
. .. 2, Proſperity makes Men unthoughtful -and careleſs of Evils' that. hay | happen; 
ſaid in my Proſperity, 1 ſhall never be moved. Carnal Joy (the Aﬀettion of .Proſperi- 
ty) and Folly are nearly allied, and flatter Men as if their. Eaſe and Calm would never _. +7 
be diſturbed : and by ſupine negligence, they, are unprovided for the -encountring with 
Evils, . According to our Circumſpedtion in.'Proſperity,- ſuch-is our Courage in Adver- 
ſity ; and by how much the leſs Affliction is expeaed, -fo much the more are we-per- 
plex'd when it ſeizes uponus. 'i The laſt Day, thar ſhall tr gely ſurprize the World: in 
Its deep Security, is compar to CIS for its fuddenneſs -and-terror. Our Saviout 
therefore plainly has foretold, that the Croſs is the Appendix of the: Goſpel, rhar 'ris the 
' Property of Error to perſecute, and the Lot of Trut to be perſecuted ; He counſels his 
Diſciples to imitate a Wiſe Builder, ,that,computes the Expence before the begins the Fa- 
brick, leſt having laid the Foundation,\.and nor being, able +0 finiſh it; he be expoſed to. _ 
the juſt Cenſure of Folly. So Chriſtians are rp forecaſt. che Tmuries- and . Troubles 
they are likely to ſuffer for Religion, leſt; when rhe Tempeſt threatens; they .ſhamefully .  _ 
deſert it. And how heavy will their Doom. be? .7he fearful, that are not Storm-proof, Rev. 21. 8, 
and the Lyars, that openly renounce what they. belieye, and profeſs. what they do nor.- | 
believe, ſhall be with Infidels, Idolaters, and Murderers, caſt into the Lake that burns tvith 
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212 - The Danger of Froſperity. 
2. The ſpecial Reaſons why Proſperity makes Men ſo diſpos'd ro quit rhe Truth iN 
Times of Danger, are, becauſe it weakens:the Principles from whence Chriſtian Mag- | 
nanimity ſprings ; and thoſe are unfeigned Faith, and divine Love. As in natural things | 
the formative Vertue determinates the Matter to ſuch a Being, and diſpoſes to ſuch Opc- 
rations in proportion to the Principles from which it reſults : So in moral things, tho 
Soul is diſpoſed and regulated in its Actings correſpondent]y to its Principles, and 1$ C1- : 
ther Carnal or Spiritual. The univerſal Principle of Carnal Perſons is to be happy here : ; 
rheir Eyes are ever engaged upon, and their Deſires ever thirſting after ſenſual Satisfacti- 
on : Who will ſhew as any good 2 and by conſequence their main care is, to obtain and 
ſecure temporal things, the materials of their Happineſs. The ſupernarural Principle of 
a Saint is to pleaſe God, and enjoy his Favour. As Men believe they love, and as they 
love they live. _ | | - 
1, Unfeigned Faith of the Rewards of the Goſpel, is neceſſary tro keep a Chriſtian 
: Tim. 2. 12, ſteady in his Courſe, through all the Storms and Tides of this mutable World. 7: zs 4 
vs. faithful ſaying, 1f we die with him, we ſhall alſo live with him. If we ſuffer with him, we 
hall reign with him. The Apoſtle uſually prefaces with that ſtrong Aſſurance, 7t is a 
faithful ſaying, when the Truth is of eminent Importance, and contrary to the Senti- ; 
ments of carnal Nature, If we die with him, we ſhall alſo live with him. Our Saviour | 
dedicated Martyrdom in his own Perſon: His Death was a Ranſom for us to God, and. | 
1 Tim-6. 13. a ſealing Teſtimony of the Goſpel to Men : He witneſſed before Pontius Pilate a good | 
Confeſſion. The Terror of the Roman Tribunal, nor the Rage of the Jews, could not 
make him retract the Divine Truth which he had ſo often declared, that he was the Son 
of God, come from Heaven to fave the World : and when the Croſs with its Tnfamy 
and Horror was in his view, he avowed his Heavenly Kingdom. And all thoſe who ſuf- 
fer with him, for his "Truth, and in conformity- to his Pattern, with his Meekneſs and 
Patience, his Charity and Conſtancy, ſhall reign with him. And what is more power- 
'. ___ _ fal for the Conſolation and Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtians, than that their Sufferings for 
: Joins. Chriſt ſhall end in Glory. This is the Viftory that overcometh the World, even our Faith. 
This did Miracles in the firſt Ages of the Church, conquering all that was terrible to 
Fleſh and Blood. The. Heathens deſpiſed the Hopes of Chriſtians as wretched Tllufions, | 
and with 'impious ſcorn upbraided them for their Conſtancy under Perſecutions : Where 
Min, Fel. is:the God that can raiſe the dead; and not reſcue the living 2 Unbelief is blind, and can- 
notſee beyond this World to the Eternal State. But Faith in the bleſſed Redemer, opens 
a Proſpect into the World to come, fo full of Glory, that no Perſon that has an under- | 
ſtanding and will to'diſcourſe and chooſe, if he ſtedfaſtly believes ir, but muſt deſpiſe all | 
Rom. 8. 18. the-Evils that the wit and ſtrength of Perſecutors can inflict in compariſon of it. 7 reck- 
| 64, faith the Apoſtle, that the ſufferings of the preſent Life, in all their kinds and de- 
grees, are not to be compared with the Glory that ſhall be reveal d. Inlightned Chriſtians 
eſteemed their Sufferings for the Cauſe of God, no Arguments of his Weakneſs, bur his | 
Wrſdom,to exerciſe and try their Loyalty and cordial Obedience before he rewarded them : | 
and had reaſon to admire his Providence, not to ſuſpe his Power and Love. They knew 
that the Power-of Tyrants'could only reach the Body, the vile, frail,, and morral part 
of: Man; but the precious Soul was entirely exempted from their rage ; and Faith aſſar'd 
them of a glorious Reſurrection after Death. The Body of a Martyr ſhall be revived as 
a Phenix out of its Aſhes; when the Body of a Perſecutor ſhall be quickned, as a Scr- 
pent out of a Dunghil, the one to be glorified, the other tormented for ever. The Be- 
lief, of this made them cxtreamly valiant in rhe face ' of all their threatning cruel Enc- 
Heb. 3. 12. mies. But the. evil-Heart of unbelief, cauſes a departure from the living God. He that 
tutpeas God's Fidelity in his Promiſes, will ſuſpend his own : Nature will ſhrink at the 
frit ſight of imminent Dangers, ' An Infidel, that lives as if he were all Body, and no 
4mmortal. Soul, Judges the Lofs of the preſent Life, and the Comforts of it, as his utter 
Lndoing and total periſhing;! He has an appearance of Reaſon to ſecure his preſent Po- 
&flions, what-ever becomes-6f Religion 3 for he expects no future Good, that will infi- 
nitely more than countervail his'preſent-Loſs :' And that Proſperity inclines Men to 
Atheiſm and Infidelity, has been: proved before. os 
_ _->*2,. The Love of God inſpires Believers with a heavenly Fortitude, to endure the worll 
i John 4. 18, Evils:thar . Gre chem for his ſake. Perfett Love caſts out Fear ; keeps 1ts Supremacy 
inviolate inthe midſtiof the greateſt Dangers. © Love 1s an active invincible Aﬀetion, 
as ftrong as Death, that tiofie can vanquiſh. The Love of God is a never-dying Flame 
D - in the Hearts of the Saifits; becauſe it depends upon the-unchangeable Love of God to 
1 John 4. 19. them. We love him, becaufe:he firſt loved us. Love eſteems'God as the preateſt Reward. 
A Saint does not-ſo mach love-God for Heaven, .tho' a place of inconceivable Glory, as 
Heaven for God, becauſe he there reveals his PerfeQtions to his People. This Holy 
33S ES Love, 
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Love, makes the Chriſtians faithful and obſequious ro. Chriſt, and to*prefer his Honour 
incomparably before the preſent World. The Martyrs of the :divineit Courage, were 
animared by this holy Aﬀection : they ved not their lives unto the death, bur: cheartully 


offered them as a Sacrifice to his Praiſe. Love kindled in-them a ſacred Vehemence, in 


deſpiſing all the glittering Temptations of the World. - Love infpird them with a yiRtori- 


ligion, bur rejoiced when his Glory was ſet forth by their Ignominy , and when their 
Love to Chriſt appear in its radiancy and vigour through their Sufterings. Love is the 
Principle of Conſtancy, by which Religion reigns on Earth, arid is crown in Heaven. 
 Onthe contrary, when Riches, Honours, and Pleaſures, are the Idols of Mens Heads 
and Hearts, the chief Objects of their Eſteem and Aﬀections, they will ſacrifice their 
Souls rather than loſe the World, their dear Felicity. Therefore St. Johz earneſtly dehorts 


ous Patience, to blunt the edge of Cruelty. They never repented the choice of his-Re- 


Chriſtians, Love not the World, neither the things that are in the World. Tf any Man love 


the World, the Love of the Father is not in him: they are utterly inconſiſtent ; partly be- 


cauſe the Heart cannor be intirely ſet upon contrary Objeas, and partly becauſe love to 


the one requires whar is direly contrary to love to. the other. From hence St.. Fames 
vchemently upbraids carnal Profeſſors, Te Adulterers, and Adultreſſes, know ye not that 
the friendſhip of the World is enmity with God? Whoſoever therefore will be a Friend of the 


World, is the Enemy of God, "The World is the powerful Star, whoſe Aſpect he regards, 


—_ «» 


and tho' with the diſhonour and diſpleaſure of God, he will by irreligious compliance. ſe- 
cure his temporal Intereſts. The pure refined Truth of the Goſpel, that has paſt the 
fiery Trial, he will corrupt and embaſe by carnal Temperaments : rhe precious 'Truth 
ſo dearly bought by the Blood of the Martyrs, he will vilely fell for rhe things of this 
World. Nay of a Profeſſor, he will by degrees turn Petſecutor of thoſe who ſtedfaſtly 
own the Truth. The Love of the World ſo ſtrangely inchants and infeats the Mind, thar 


a falſe Religion which a Man did abhor from, yer when recommended by ſecular Advan- 


tages, will appear tolerable, then eligible, rhen neceſlaty ; and conſequently the dzvire 
Truth muſt be ſuppreſt that contradifts it. ' Wl 
There are fuch frequent Examples of this in every Age, that to inſiſt upon many par- 
ticular Inſtances, were to tell great numbers of the dead to prove that Men are mortal. 
The Young Man that ſo earneſtly addreſt himſelf ro. Chriſt for his direQion how to-ob- 
tain Eternal Life, when commanded to give all his Eftate-to the Poor, and to follow Chriſt: 
he would not gain at fo dear a rate Celeſtial Treaſures, but went away ſorrowful. Where- 
upon our Saviour declares with ſolemnity to his Diſciples, Yerily Z ſay anto you, that a 
rich Man ſhall hardly enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. We read of two Tribes of the 
Iſraeljtes, that choſe their Inheritance on this fide Fordan, and would not have aſhare in 
the Land of Canaan: thus the earthly-minded prefer the preſent World, the Objet of 
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their choice and love, before the heavenly Canaan. The Eccleliaftical Hiſtorian relates, 2-6. w. 6. 


that in the time of Perſecution by Decixs, the rich Men among the Chriſtians, were 
molt eaſily and miſerably foil'd : rhe Love of the World was a dangerous earneſt in their 
Hearts, of their revolting back ro Pagan Idolatry, and the Bondage of Satan. And in 
the time of the Arian Perſecution, how many who by their Titles and Office were ſpeci- 
ally obliged to be valiant for the Truth, and to contend earneſtly for the Faith; yer did ac- 


commodate their Profeſſion to their aſpiring Ambition and greedy Avarice? The Stan- 


dard of their Religion was the pitch of the State: they: had a polirick Faith, and 
pear'd * either Orthodox or Arzay, as the publick Favour ſhind upon Truth or. Hereſy, 


they rob'd our Saviour of the Honour of his Deity (0 aſtoniſhment !) rather thin part 


with their beloved Dignities and Riches. So powerful -are humane Reſpects in thoſe 
who mind earthly things. Great force is requiſite to pluck up a Tree that has its Roots 


ſpread and deeply faſtned in the Earth ; and ir cannot be ſo entirely ſeparated, but thar 


part of the Roots will be broken : thus when the AﬀeRtions are deeply ſet in the World, 
and by Plcaſures and Riches faſtned to it, how hardly is it rent from it! every Fihre of 
the Heart is broken with ſorrow. As Lot's Wife, when by an Angel forc'd out of Sodom, 


yer"caſt a lingring affectionate Look after it, and was rurn'd into a Pillar of Salr. The 


Separation is as bitter as the Poſſeſſion is ſweet: and none are more unwillingly divorc'd 
from the World, than thoſe who enjoy the confluence of earthly Hapineſs. Now when. 


_ ſecular Intereſt outweighs Duty, when « 3cwge Danger induces to deny the 7ruth of 


Chriſt; how rerrible and unavoidable will be the Puniſhment of that Diſſoyalty > Our 


Saviour's threatning is univerſal ; Whoſoever ſhall deny me before Men, him will 1 deny be- Mar. 19. 37. 


fore my Father which is in Heaven. A moſt righteous and dreadful Retribution ; ny 
denied him as their Lotd, and he denies them as his Servants. They uſurp'd the Title 
of Chriſtians, the Relation of his Diſciples, and in the laſt Day he will publickly dif- 
own them. When that ſad Sentence ſhall come from their Judge, Depart ye Fwd; T7 

TeY now 
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| boo ye not ; what confuſion, what anguiſh will ſeize upon them! They ſhall be ba- 

niſh'd from his glorious Kingdom, excommunicated from his bleſſed Society, and tor- | 

- mented with the rebellious Angels: for ever. 'Tis true, this univerſal and peremptory 
| Threatning, muſt be underſtood with an Exception of thoſe who after their falling away 

are reſtord by Repenrance. Sometimes a Chriſtian that has deliberately and entirely 

devoted: himſelf to Chriſt, that has ſincerely reſalved rather to part with his Life, thari Pp 

that for which Life is worthy the enjoying ; yet by ſtrong Temprations has been faint- 

hearted and denicd the Truth : Like one that diſanuls inthe hes of a Fever, the Will 

he made in his compoſed Mind: But afterwards ſuch have reſumed new Courage, and 

have, by enduring te ſharpeſt Sufferings, confirm the Truth, and aſcended to Heaven 
in a fiery Chariot. : 

. Laſtly, The Proſperity of Sinners is the great Temptation to delay Repentance rill 

- their Srate is deſperate. Nothing fills Hell with ſo many loſt Souls, as rhe putting off 

Repentance till hereafter. How many Diſeaſes would becurd in time, if they rhreatned 

preſent Death 2 But their Maligniry being of a flow Operation, they are- deſpiſed as 

not worth the [Trouble of a Cure, till they are deſperate. Tis in Spiritual Diſeaſes, | 

as. tis in thoſe of. the Body : For Sin that is a ſickneſs unto Death, might be preven- | 

ted by ſpeedy Repenrance ; but many, not apprehending preſent Danger, neglect the | 

FT*b.z. 7. precious Remedy till they are deſperately ruind. To day if you will hear his Votce, har- | 

den not your Hearts. 'The Command reſpeAs rhe Seaſon as well as the Duty 2 As our 

Obedience muſt be entire without reſerves, ſo it muſt be preſent without delay, even L 

in our early Age, and continued in the whole tenor of our Life. The Worm of Conſci- F 

encc ſometimes nips Security, .and there is a ſtrange union of Contrarieties in the Breaſt 

of a Sinner, that makes him inexcuſable and incurable. He complains of the Bondage 

to. his Luſts, yet takes pleaſure in it : he 1s convinc'd twill be deſtructive, yet volunta- 

rily continues inthat ſweet Captivity. If Conſcience be troubleſome, he pacifies ir withi 

an intention! to reform hereaftet, and thinks that a future Repentance will be ſifficient to 

prepare for a future Judgment. And none are ſo caſfily and willingly deceived to their 

everlafting Ruin by this pretence, as thoſe who enjoy the preſenr World. Proſperity 

makes them forgetful of the Grave, and humane Viciſſitudes, and hardens them in deep 

Security. "Twas the Divine Prayer of Moſes, So teach us to number our davs, as to pig 

our hearts unto Wiſdom; implying, that the great Caule of Mens deſtruQtive Folly, 1s 

from not refleQing upon the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of their Time here. Death is cer- 

tain to the Old, -and Life uncertain to the Young. There are many back Doors to the 

Grave, and Men are led ſurpriſingly thither. The time of their Reſidence here is fixed 

by the Divine Determination, and concealed from their Eyes. How many in their Youth 

and Proſperity have preſum'd upon a long Life, yet unexpeQedly have returned to their 

: VS Earth; as a Wall covered with Ivy, that falls on a ſudden with its green Ornaments, by 

- its weight and weakneſs. The Hour of Death, is the Hour of Mens Deſtiny for ever. 

| There is no ſpace of Repentance in the Interval between Death and Judgment ; but the 

Soul immediately after its Dez arture, receives. a decifive irrevocable Doom, that is in 

part executed, and ſhall be publick and entirely executed at the laſt Day, Yer Men 

. boldly venture to continue in their pleaſant Sins, upon the forlorn Hope of a Seaſon ro 

repent hereafter. Aſtoniſhing enormous Folly ! as if they were aſſured of Time, and the 


Divine Grace: And thus 'tis fully proved how fatal and deſtruQive Proſperity is to the 
Wicked. 


The Second thing to be conſider'd, is the Folly of proſperous Sinnets. Folly is the 
Cauſe of their abuſing Proſperity, and the Effect of their Proſperity abuſed. The moſt 
proper Notion of Folly is, that the underſtanding Miſtakes in judging and comparing 
things ; from whence the Will flides into Error, and makes aq unworthy choice * And 
according to the weight and conſequence of things, the more remarkable is the degree of 
Folly in nor diſcerning their Differences. Now when Men value and aro delighred in 
temporal Proſperity as their Happinefs, and Heaven with irs Glory and Joys is negte@ed 
and vilified in the Compariſon, 'tis Folly above all wonder; Folly of fo rare and ſingu- 
lar a Nature, that if the judicarive Faculty were nor corrrupted, it were impoſſible they Ez 
ſhould'be guilry of it. This will appear by conſidering 'the effential and inſeparable I 
ei SN of Man's Felicity ; 'tis perfe&tive and fatisfying of Man in his ſupream 

aculties. | | aa. 

1. The Perfection of Man does principally conſiſt in the Excellencies of his ſpiritual 


In cane ny? and immorral Part: As in the various kinds of Creatures, there is ſomething rhart is their 
titas prima & | 
fi invifligare debet feras, curſus ſt conſequi ; audacia fi mordere Gr invadere. 1d in qutq; optimum efi, cul naſcitur, quo cenſe;ur. Jn homine 
optimum quid oft ? ratio. Hee animalis anttcedit, Dios ſequitur. Senec, Epiſt. 76. | yl | 
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proper Excelleney, for which they wete thade, and accordingly are value; as Strengrh 


or Beauty, Swiftne(s or Courage: fo, thefrſt and chief ind proper Excellency of "Man, 


is the rational Mind; that diſtinguiſhes him"from the Brutes, and"gives Him a na Ira? 
and regutar-Dominion ovct: them. 'Tis"the higheſt and 'divineſt Faculty of the Soul ;' 
and from hence the Deduttion is clear, that our Felicity confiſts ih the Perfetion of the 
Mind. If the Excellencies of all other Creatures wereunited in 'Man; they could de-! 


« 
- " 


_——— 
on; <& 


rive no true worth to him, betauſe they <xnnt 'adotn” and" perfect whar is his pro out 


Excellence. * Now,” according to the quality of the. Obje&s, about which the Mind is. 
converſant, is cither tainted/and depreciated, or purified and exalted,” 'To apply'ir to. 


»-s £ 


ſenſual worldly things,” how to increaſe Riches, and make proviſion for 'the' Fleſh, to fulfil, 


irs þ»fs, is more truly vilifying, than "if a Prince ſhould' employ? his "Counſellors of 


State, and the Judges of his Courts, in the Offices of his Kitchen, -or tb'dig in the Coal” 
pits. The Mind is corrupted and debaſed by application to inferior periſhing things, as 
Gold and Silver are allayed, and loſe of their Purity and Value, by amixtite with,Cop- 


per and” Tin. - God alone is the Sovereign Object | of "the "Mind;* with eſpe to Its 


dignity-and capacity, its ſupefior and nobleſt Operations: and by contemplating © 


F - 
* 


glorious Attfibutes and Exellencies, who is beſt in himſelf; and | beſt to us ; the Mind 
is inlightned -and cnlarged, renewed and raiſed, made holy -and" heavenly ; falk -of 


Beauty, Order, and Tfanquility, and transformed into'the Likenefs of the Divine 


PerfeAtions. - | 0 hog ar Fog! PE COS 

2. All rhe Proſperity in the World cannot bring ttue-SatisfaCtion to him that 'emoys it : 
for 'tis diſproportionate to the ſpiritual and immortal nature of the Soul. This is fo clear 
by Reaſon,' that it niay ſeem'as needleſs andggggertinent to inſiſt on it, as to uſe' Argu- 
ments £6 prove that Gold and Diamonds are! ger Food for the Body : bur the felf- 
deceiving Folly of the carnal Heart, ſo enanid he Vanity of this World, (that like 
the Pleature of a Charm, 1s counterfeit andy makes ir neceflary to inculcate 
known Truths, that Men may timely prevent the {ad Conſequences, of ſuch Folly, 'and 
not be acceſſaries to their tormenting Convi&tion by expetience. ' "Tis true, carnal'and 
material Things, pleaſantly affe& the outward Man; yet ſuch a Vanity is in them, that 


' 


they arc neither a pure nor a prevalent Good, with reſpect to the natural and civil Stare 
of Man here. Riches, and Honours, and ſenſual Pleafures, are nor without a mixrure 
of Bitterneſs, that corrupt the Content that Men expect in them; rhey are nor efficaci- 
ous to remove or allay the Evil to which all are bo gems in this open State. ' A*ſharp 
Diſcaſe makes all the Joys of the World infipid and d | 
their Elevation, they cannot ſupply the Wants and Exigencies, nor ſatisfie the Deſires of 
the Soul. They cannot reſtore Men to the Favour of Gol, and blefled Communion with 


eſpicable. Bur ſuppoſe them in 


him ; nor renew the Image of his Holineſs in them. * They are but a vain Name, 4 na- 


ked ſhadow of Felicity, and entitely/depend-upon the Simplicity and Faticies of Men for 
their Valuation. The ApolUe therefore tells us, that they that w2/l be 'rich, fall into 
temptation, and a ſnare, and into many foolsjþ luſts. Thoſe who reſolve and labour to ger 
Riches, rhinking to find Feliciry in them, ate miſled by as groſs Folly, -as thoſe who, 
preſume by their coſtly preparations to turti Braſs or Lead into Gold. For if it be Folly to. 
deſire and attempt what 1s impoſſible, 'tis equally 18 in thoſe who- ſeek for Joyful Satis-, 
faction in Wealth, and in any other ſecular Things, as in the Alchymiſts, that waſte their 
real Eſtates for imaginary Treaſures. | HO er Os pes 
Beſides; the happieſt Condition here, as tis like the Moon, that at the brighreſt 'is 


ſpotted and imperfect ; ſo Eclipſes are nor leſs ſtrange ro. it than to thar' Planet. * The 


World is at the beſt of a tranſient uſe, and the pleaſant Error of the carnal Mirid, will be 
of ſhort continuance. Within a little while, that which was declar'd with ſuch ſolemni- 
ty by the Angel in the Revelation ; He lifted up his hand to Heaven, and ſwore by him that 
lives for ever, that Time ſhall be no more ; will be true of every mortal Perſon. The tich 


Man that was ſurveying his Eſtate with carrial Complacency, and extending his Hopes - 


of voluptuous living to many Years, was ſurprizd with the fatal Sentence ; 7hou Fool, 
this Night ſhall thy Soul be required of thee : then whoſe ſhall thoſe Things be which thou 
haſt provided > Now, can that be our Happineſs that is of ſuch an uncertain tenure; that 
every Hour may be ſnatch'd from ws, or we from it? Tf ane ſhould wirk great Expences 
build a Manſi6n-Houſe, and platrit Gardehs' in a'place ſubje& to 2 9m Earthquakes, 
that would overturn all into cofifuſion ; would not his folly be conſpicuous 2 Yet how 
many practiſe themſelves whar they would deride-in others + They ſer their Heart upon 
the things of the World, that ate liable to a thouſand Changes, and muſt ſhortly be part- 
ed with for ever. The Slaves of Honour, that are fo ſwell'd with airy Titles of Great- 
neſs, - and the flattering Reſpe&s of others, muſt ſhortly be deveſted of all ; and when 


laid in their Tombs, rhe Trophies of Vanity; will be jnſenſible of che Renown and 


Applauſes 


} 
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* Aforto all Alankes of the World. ie Alexander the Great iS long ſince dead to the lealure of his 


mortal! ſus 
worne. 


Pro. 1. 223, 


Iſa. r. 


Piacer aelÞ im- 7 ortal Name. And Death will make a final ſeparation between the Rich and their ______ 


Treaſures, and put. an end to all the Delights of Men. Now what Folly is it to prefer 
a Felicity, that is deceitful in the Enjoyment, and leaves. the Soul empty when it moſt 
fills it, dh is ſo vain and tranſitory, before an Eternal Heayen ; a bleſſednelſs thar ſur- 
paſſes our Hopes, that ſecures our Fears, tha ſatisfies our immenſs Deſires ; a bleſſed- 
neſs that the humane Underſtanding in all the Capacity of'its Thoughts is not able to 
comprehend ; a bleſſedneſs becoming the Majeſty and Magnificence of God thar beſtows 
it. What midneſs, to deſpiſe Heaven, as if the Eternity of the next World were but a 
Moment, and to: love this World, as if this momentary Life were an Eternity. The 
full Aggravation of this, dies the Love of the World with the deepeſt tinfture of Fqely : 


as will appear by conſidering, | 


1. Tis 2 voluntary choſen Folly. Thus the Divine Wiſdom with Paſſion reproaches 
wretched Sinners, How long ye fimple Ones, will ye love fimplicity ? This heightens their | 
Character to love fo obſtinately, what is ſo unlovely and unbecoming the reaſonable 


 Natiire. The Light of Reaſon and Revelation diſcovers the Vanity of the World : 'tis 


not for want of Evidence, butfor want of uſing the Light, -that Men do not difcern their 
wretched miſtake. God complains in the Prophet, My People doth not confider. The 
means of reſtoring Men to a ſound Mind, is by due Conſideration. The Soul retires 


from the World, and makesa ſolemn enquiry ; For what End am1 created ? For what do 
T confume my Time ? Jf my Endeavqurs arc all for the Earth, what remains for Hea- 


+. 


ven 2 What do I prepare, what ſhall atggad me, what ſhall I meet in the next Stare 2? 
How long will it f fore I muſt leglf vitible World, and after the irrevocable ſtep 
into the next, immediately appear Wile cnlightned Tribunal of God, whoſe Judg- 
rhent is ſo ſtrict, that the Righteour Wir cely ſaved, and fo heavy, that the ſtrongeſt 
Sinners cannot- endure 2 Can the Wotld prevent my doom to Hell, or releaſe me from 
it 2 Will the remembrance of the Enjoyments here, afford any refreſhment in Everlaſting 
Burnings ? By ſuch fad and frequent Soliloquies, the vicious ſenſual Aﬀections are era- 
dicated, and the Heart is tranſplanted from Earth to Heaven. If Men would wiſely 
ponder things, if Conſcience, the ſincere and unſuſpeted Judge did hold the Balance, 
and put into one Scale the Glory, the Riches, and Pleaſures of this World; and into 
the other, the Promiſes that belong to Godlineſs here, and hereafter, how deſpicably 
light will chey be found 2 "Twas truly faid, that falſe Scarlet appears with luſtre, ill 
compared with the Rich and True ;- ſo the fictitious Felicity of. this World is very ſpe- 
cious, and raviſhes the Mind of. Men, till compared with Celeſtial Felicity. Worldly 
Honour is counterfeit ,- becauſe 'tis no certain Argument of inherent worth : Vain-glory 
and real Infamy, often meet in the ſame Perſon: yet 'tis admird, and ambiriouſly 
ſought, till. compard with the Honour of the Saints. What is a Reputation and Honour | 


- with the Worms and Moles of the Earth, compared with the Honour that comes from 


the Eſteem of God, and Angels, and other bleſſed Spirits - above, who incompara- 
bly exceed all Mortals in number, and infinitely in underſtanding 2 What is a age: reug 
ſhadow of Reputation, againſt an evernal ineſtimable weight of Glory > What are the 
Riches of this World, Gold, and Silver, and Jewels, for gaining of which ſo many loſe 
their Souls, bur vile traſh compared with the ſacred Treaſures of Heaven, the Graces of 
the Saints 2 Whar are the empry Delights of the Senſes, compared with the Peace of Con- 
ſcience, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, that can ſweeten all our Sorrows here, and the fulneſs 
of Joy that ſprings from God's Preſence in Heaven? If Men would make judicious 
Compariſons, their Aﬀections would cool towards periſhing Vanities. Bur they will on- 


ly look upon what is pleaſant and attractive in the World, without regarding its miſe- 


rable Defects, without conſidering what is infinitely better, and moſt worthy of their 
ardent Deſires and vigorous Endeavours. They are ſo pleas'd with their Error, ſo inga- 
ged in the ſweer Captivity of the World, that they cannot extricate themſelyes if they 
would, becauſe they will not if they could. | 


_ 2. Tis a culpable and guilty Folly. When Children prefer things of Luſtre before 
things of. Value, their childiſh Toys, before real Treaſures ; when they chuſe a lircle 


: preſent Enjoyment, before a future Good that is incomparably better, their Folly is in- 


nocent, becauſe Reaſon cannot diſplay its Operations in them : Bur when Men, who 
are capable to diſtinguiſh berween the things that are ſeen and temporal, and the things 


that are not ſeen and eternal ; when they ſottiſhly prefer ſenſible things before Spiritual, 
notwithſtanding the vaſt difference berween them, both in the quality and duration, 
il 


their choice is ſo criminal, as deſerves an everlaſting Hell. If Eſau had been a Chi 


when 


F 
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not by righs, ſhall leave them in the midfl of bis Days; a 


was compelled by hunger; and the glorious Dignity of the Birthright was difproportio- 
nate to his Appetite and Underſtanding : but in his mature Age, whemn-capable ts vt der- 
ſtand his Intereſt, ro part with ſo facred- and precious an Advantage,” fora litle-fenſual 
Satisfa&tion, was ſo profane an Af, that he was juftly deprived- of the -Divine Bleſſing 
chat was annext to the Birthright. That Beaſts are wholly led 'by'their * ſenſual Appe- 
rites, is natural and regular, their voracity and crueſty, folly. and flchineſs,, envy, and 
fury, are not vicious Paſſions, becauſe Senſe is the ſuperior Faculty'in them. But:when 
Men are fo brutiſh, that the Objects thar. pleaſe their Eyes, and carnal Senſes; 'ate-the 
only Attra&tives of their Aﬀetions, 'tis unnatural and monſtrous ; becauſe--Reaſon 
ſhould havetrhe Supremacy ih them. If a- Woman remain in-a- ſingle State, the -hasppw- 
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vE _when-he fold his Birthriphr for a Meſs of Pottage, his Folly had beew'e #-:for-he 


er over her Actions, and may freely govern her {elf ; bur if married, is ſubordinate'to 


her Husband ; and Diſobedience to his Authority and prudent Counſels, is culpable. 
The Body conſidered as the Sear of the Senſes, has natural Appetites, and might enjoy 
what is ſuirable to them according to' their Capacity;: but united with- an immortal Spi- 
rir, that is ſtampr wirh the living Image bf God, its Defires muſt be limired and:dire&t- 


ed by the Mind, and the pleaſing of Senſe in Adtions forbidden by the Mind, is:rebel- 


lion againſt the ruling Faculty, If one be under a Diſeaſe thar Wine inflames-and-increa- 


ſes, and the Phyſician forbids it as deadly, yet the Patient will judge only by his' Pa- 


late whether Wine be good for him; were it nor a kind of Brutiſhneſs worthy of the 
Evil that attends it 2 Such perverſe Folly are Men guilty of ai: 
ons, whereby the Soul is unſpeakably wrongd, and God highIF- diſhonoured, *Who has 
given to Man a more excellent Spirit, thangllihe' Fowls of the' Air, that he may judge 
of things, not as they appear, bur as they af WL Gs ie. $200 bo DE Te 
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3. Tis the moſt ignominious Folly. Shame arifes from the ſeriſe: of a-debaſed Ex- 
cellence: the Underſtanding is the moſt excellent'Faculry in Man ; and nothing brings 
a greater Diſreputation to hym, than whett he is deeeived' by the ignorance or inconfide- 
rarcneſs of his Mind. And the Deluſion is moſt ſhameful in matters of great Momenr. 
Now for a Man to exchange his Soul, that is of Angelical Eminence, for Tranſitory Va- 
nities; O folly ! how enormous, how aſtoniſhing! The Lord Jeſus, who as the Creator 


C 


they are ſhaken out of their ſtupifying ſlumber, and ful 


ig their ſenſual SarisfaQi: 


* Pretium 
mirantes actl» 
prunt. Tacit. 
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Iſue, muſt have Shame in the middle. "The Prophet tells: us, Ze that getteth Riches; und 


iſſue, when that which he gained pt his 
recovered ; by the coi na We 


: o 
; z 


> 
i : 
to 


| | the Judge of All i-The ſtnſe'of 
Folly will ſting them for ever.  - '- DN -. $1; 35, 505 nn” ac 


_ % : f "B 7 7 ; 
BLN fre 


4. 'Tis the moſt woful Folly, Here'ſuch miſchievous Effeas *proceed frotn 4tias de- 
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t Tim. 6.9. 


Man miſerably inſlaved to Satan. What a ſpeQtacle of Compaſſion was 'Sampſor in the 
Slavery of the Philiſtines > He that had been the General and Judge of 7frae/, was depri- 
ved of his Sight, and Divine Strength: his warlike Hands, that had been of cqual power 
with an Army, and perform'd ſuch glorious Atchievements, were imployed in turning a 
Mill, the Work of a Beaſt : And his Miſery was pointed and made ſharper by the in- 
ſultation of his Enemies. The true Emblem of the degenerate State of Men ; the Soul 
that was created in the Image of God, and had a peaceful ſovereignty over the ſenſual 
Appertites, a ſuperiority over ſenſible things, is now inflayved and employed in the vile 
drudgery of Sin, and become the deriſion-of the Devils. This is little thought of, or 
lamented, but therefore the more woful. The Loſs of the Kingdom was not 1o diſmal a 
Judgment to Nebuchadnezzar, as the Loſs of his Underſtanding. When his Reaſon was 
raken away, and the Heart of a Beaſt was given to him ; twas the loweſt and ſaddeſt 
degradation. | 


Bur hereafter the Miſery of fooliſh Sinners will be extream. The Apoſtle rells us, 


that the Love of the World cauſeth Men to fall into temptation and a ſnare, and into many 


| fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, which drown Men in Deſtrution and Perdition. The Expreſſions 


Deut. 32. 6. 


arc full ro exaggerate the Horror of their Ruins, and to ſignifie that tis abſolute and 
irrecoverable. 'The Luſts of Men are equally fooliſh and pernicious ; they pleaſe them- 


ſelyes.in the Enjoyments of the World, and are ſecure, as if bathing in the Fountains of 


Felicity, when ready to be ſwallowed up in the Whirlpool of Death. By ſenſual Vani- 
ties they are eſtranged from God, careleſs of their Duty, and are finally ſeparated from 


his blefled Preſence. And as the enjoying God, without a poſſibility of loſing him, is 


our conſummate Happineſs ; ſo to loſe him, without hopes of ever enjoying him, is ex- 
tream Miſery. The fooliſh Sinner is n@affected with this now ; whilſt he lives in plea- 
{ure, he is content to be without Godwthe World ; but hereafter, when he ſhall be de- 
prived of theſe ſlight ſhort-livd Pleaſures, and ſhall know the unvaluable Lofs of his 


Happineſs, Sorrows will overwhelm him for ever. As it befel that Infidel in 2 Xirgs 8, 


"he ſaw the Plenty, but was not ſuffered to taſte of it ; ſo the damned ſhall ſee the 


Glory of Heaven ſhinning in the Saints, but ſhall not partake of ir. 
This Miſery will be amplified under the following Heads. 


3: We are to conſider the Juſtice, the certainty and the heavineſs of the Deſtruction, 
that ſhall ſeize on fooliſh Sinners that abule FrPraney.- 


-- 1: To illuſtrate the Juſtice of God in their Deſtruction, 1 ſhall only inſiſt on thar Rex- 
ſon that is ſo admirably amplified in rhis Chapter for their conviction ; that is, their 
Deſtruction is the Fruit of their own choice. The Divine Wiſdom allures and invites 
chem, -by all the moſt tender and powerful Perſwaſives, to forſake their ruinous Courſe, 
and the Spirit of Grace ſhould be poured upon them, which is the Earneſt of Glory ; bur 
they would not be' convinced and reformed ; they /oved fimplicity, the vain volatile Plea- 
ſures of Sin, though attended with Perdition : They hated Knowledge, Godlineſs, though 
recommended by the Aſſurance of a bleſſed eternal Reward : Therefore their Deſtruction 
is reſolved into their own Choice. Indeed no Man can dire&ly and abſolutely chuſe 


Miſery, .or reje& Happineſs, bur vertually and by real Conſequence the moſt do. A 


Prodigal rhat waſtes his Eſtate, does not intentionally and deliberately chuſe Poverty, 
but thus he thinks, this Expence is for my Honour, this for my Pleaſure, and proceed- 
ing to innumerable Expences, he ar laſt becomes poor, and his Poverty is voluntary, be- 
cauſe 'tis.the iſſue of his voluntary exorbitant Profuſeneſs. The evil of Sin, though ir 
be deſtruftive, and, in that reſpec not eligible by Man, yer tis pleaſing to: his corrupt 
Nature : and the depraved Will is ſo allured, by the preſent Pleafure, rhat it anticipates 
the Refletions of the Mind, and chuſes to gratifie the Propenſions of Nature, with a 
brutiſh diſregard of the terrible Conſequences of Sin. And the preient diſconvenience 
of ſerious Piery to the- carhal Heart,- cauſes an averſencſs from it, notwithſtanding the 
heavenly Feliciry that is promiſed to. it-+ Men prefer carnal Sweets before Communion 
with God; and tho' not ignorant-of the Iſſue, continue in their Sins. And 'ris the ex- 
aneſs of Juſtice, : to deprive Sinners of that Bleſſedneſs which they obſtinately refus'd, 
and to bring on-them the Miſery they perverſly chuſe. And when art the laſt Day the 
Son of - God ſhall charge upon Sinners their negle& of his compaſſionate and repeared 
Calls, that he often knock d at the Door to get an entrance into, their Hearts, but all in 
vain, the World was there, and barrd it againſt him. The guilty graceleſs Souls will 
be ſiruck with a defenceleſs filence, not able to make a Requeſt for Pardon, but with 
deſpairing- Tears: muſt tubmit to. their righreous Condemnation. The Equity of God's 
Ways, and the Iniquity of Mens, will at the laſt be clear to every'Eyve, Then all the 


Bleſſings 
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2. The certainty of their DeſtruQtion is next to be conſidered.” *Tis 'unchangeably 
eſtabliſh'd by the Divine Ordination, that the Pleaſures of Sin ſhall end in the miſery'of 
obſtinate Sinners. This is declared in the Word'of God, . 7f-ye live according to the Fleſh, Rom. 17. 
ye ſhall die : And as 'tis founded in diſtributive Juſtice, ſo it ſhall 'be executed from'his 

Truth. Our Saviour tells us, Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, but one jot or t#ttl6 of Mat. 5. 

the Law: ſhall not be unfulfilled. All the threatnings of it, in their fearful extent, ſhall Be 

accompliſh'd upon impenitent Sinners, the proper Objeds of Vengeatice, 'God'tamor 
deny himſelf in ceaſing to be Holy and True, and his Power feconds his Wort, to inflict 

the full effects of it upon the Guilty and Impenitent ; for a time they are"Iþared, that 


they might repent: for Mercy is not only over all the Wbrksof *God, but paramount to Ts 
all his Attributes, it ſuſpends his Power from Acts of Vengeance, it delays and mitigates. OY 
his Juſtice : we may appeal from Juſtice to Mer F in the Court of Heaven : but when | 


God's Mercy has been affronted and exaſperated, by the continual abuſe of his Benefits, - 

when 'tis renouncd and forfeired by Sinners, their deſtruction 'is irreverſible : for 'tis Mer- 

cy alone atones his righteous Anger; and this being ſo fearfully provok'd,; there is no 
Advocate in his Boſom to plead for them. Did he not” expel from Heaven the rebellious Cs w 
Angels, Spirits of a higher Order, and more excellent Endowments than Men, and'ia - 28A 
their number perhaps exceeding the whole Progeny of Mah 3 Now as the Apoſtle, con- 
ſidering that the 7/raelites, rhe choſen People of -God, and-dear to himabove All others); 
yet when they became unfruitful, 'were broken off from the true OfFbt Tree, and'the 
wild Gentiles were grafted into it, leaves this-Caution in eternal Metnory, Be nor biz 
minded, but fear. For if he ſpared not the natural Branches, take heed left he ſpare not t, 
We may ſtrongly infer, If God ſpared not the Angels that: lined, in their firſt aft of 'diſo-" 
bedience, but caſt them down to Hell, and delivered them tits Chains of Darkneſs, to be' re- 
ſerved unto Fudgment, certainly he will not. ſpare ſinfill Men that hate to be reformed, 
and continue in the voluptuous Courſe of'Sinits the laſt: * The ſecure and fooliſh Simi: 
ners, that now make a mock of Sin, and have ſo fat loſt their Inndcence and Ingetmiry, 


"y 
F 
— 


of 2T, : 


that ſhame and requeſt for their foul Actors is counted a vicious Infittmity, a degene- 
| 'rous Humour, they ſhall underſtand in what degree Sin is hateful ro the Holy God.” They 
who now ſlcep out all the dehilficiations of the 'Law, will find at laſt, they have th ds 


' with a terrible inexorable God : Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, TI have firetched' owe Prov. 1. 24; 
my hand, and no Man regarded ; But ye have ſet at nought all my Counſel, "ind' would have 33: , Oo” 
none of my Reproof : 7.alſo will laugh at your Calamity , and mock when” your” Fear combi __. ..:- 
When your Fear comes as Deſolation, and your Deſtruttion comes as a Whirlwind; whey 'D3- 
fireſs and Anguiſh come upon you. Then ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer ;' they 
ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find me. For that they hited'Knowledge, awd dill not 
chuſe the Fear of the Lord. This dreadful Threatning is pointed againſt fooliſh Sinners 
who abufe Proſperity : When thoſe who ſhut their Eyes againſt Darnigef, ſhall be con- 
ſtrained to open them, and fee the fearful Face of Death'attended with Judgment ahd 
Judgment with an eternal Hell: when Difſeaſes'in the Body, -and Anguiſh'in the Soul, 
ſhall aſſail them at once, like two Clouds that by collifion-break forth in Thunder, and 
ny xa hd cry for Mercy, their Prayers will be rejected with ſcorn, and their Ruin 

e remedileſs. -Z O208) ONS i OR TO id 
The. carnal Conceit, that God-will graciouſly 'receive- Sinners when the World has left 
them ; that when by calamitous conſtraint they are arlaſh broughr td confeſs their Wick 
edneſs, and are only ſorrowful for the evil Conſequences of it; the'conteit that they ſhall * 
find Mercy, is Atheiſm of as blaſphemous. a nature as the-'Denial of a God : For ro 
aſcribe ſuch a Mercy to God,. as is inconſiſtent: with his Wiſdom, Holineſs, Juſtice; and 
Truth, is ro deprive him gf his -pureſt PerfeQtions, and in effe& ro ungod him. "fs 
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In the Rebellions of their Lives, they expreſt open enmity againſt God ; and thcir 
Devotion at their Death, is ſecret Flattery in his Account. For thus tis faid by the 
| Plalmiſt of ſuch Sinners ; When he flew them, then they ſought him : and they returned and 
Pal. 58. 34, eiguired early after God. Neverthleſs, they did flatter him with their mouth, and lyed th 
6 him with their tongues. For their heart was not right with him, and they were not ftedfaſt 

in his Covenant. lon GG - 

. Tis rrue, God is rich in Mercy, and moſt willing to pardon returning Sinners, when 

their Contrition. is ſincere ; when they are truly ſorrowful, that Sin has made them un- 

holy. as well as unhappy, that they have abus'd the Mercies of God, our gracious Crea- 
tor ard Preſerver, compaſſionate Redeemer, and bleſſed Comforter, as well as provok'd 
his Anger : And when the Refolutions of Amendment are fo deeply rooted, as would 
prove effectual if they ſhould be tried by lengthning of their Time in this World. Bur 
thoſe who defer their repenting whilſt God defers puniſhing, and like the unjuſt Steward, 
never think of making proviſion for their Souls, till they are cited to give an account of 
_ their unrighteous and ungrateful abuſe of his Bleſſings : thoſe who renounce their Sins 
when unable ro commit them, and reſolve to live well when they can live no longer, 
have great reaſon to ſuſpect their own Hearts, and to be fearful of their future ftare. Tf 

a Miniſter be call'd to afliſt ſuch in their dying Hours, there is infinite reafon he ſhould 

be cautious of aſſuring them of Pardon and Salvation, leſt natural Sorrow be miſtaken 
a for godly Sorrow, and the Repentance declar d by them, would be retracted upon new 

* Stat anceps 'Temptations: *Tis ſafe to imitate a * diſcreet Phyſician, that is unwilling ro declare 

OT. 99 what he fears - will be the iſſue of rhe Diſeaſe, but modeſtly inſinuates the Danger to 

quod promittat;thoſe that are aboyt the ſick Perſon: The good God can do all things, he can revive 

romer mainm the almoſt ſpent and expiring, O Pray for him. 'Tis advice given by a skilful Her- 
pronunciare we : Cs , Ee | ; 

terrreat ; me- baliſt, that particular care is neceſſary in planting the Seed of the Carduus, for if they 

deftam tamen are not ſet upright, they degenerate and produce a wild Herb. 'The Goſpel is compar'd 

 vn-gom to Seed, was if the conditional Promiſes of Pardon and Salvation are not received in 

x: benws omnis the Heart. aright, if the Comfort of them be-not applied according to the Qualifica- 

=, tions that are. requiſite to give us an Intereſt in them, they produce a vain Preſumpri- 

Aug. on, a falſe Hope, a delufive Peace, inſtead of an unfeigned Faith, a purifying Hope, a 

Ezet. 33. 11. {ſolid Peace. God declares it with the moſt ſacred ſolemniry, As 7 Ive, ſaith the Lord 

' God, I have no pleaſure in the death of the Wicked; if the carnal Heart (like the Devil 

who abus'd Scripture, by leaving our partof it) ſhall not conſider what follows, ut that 
the Wicked turn from his way and live, but ſhall barden and fortifie it ſelf in Sin, with 
| - * hopes of impunity, God will rejoice in their juſt Deſtruction. He tells us that a con- 

Ezek. 18.2:1. yerted Sinner ſhall be forgiven ; but that converſion muſt be uniform and laſting ; 7F zhe 

Wicked turn from all his Sins that he hath committed, and ” all my Statues, and do that © 

which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely live and not die. He has promiſed to be found 
of thoſe that ſeek him; but we are commanded to ſeek the Lord whilſt he may be found : 
implying, it is not in our power when we pleaſe to find him with his dont Mer- 
cy and aſliſting Grace. To apply the Word of God againft the Mind of God, is injuri- 

ous to his Honour, and pernicious to deluded Souls. 
2. The heavineſs of the Deſtruftion will be according to the aggravation of their Sin, 
| who abuſe Proſperity. | 

1. "Tis a Sin moſt contrary to the acknowledged Duty of Man, and unbecoming the 
reaſonable Nature. Tis an univerſal conceſſion that ſprings from the pureſt Light of 

Reaſon, that we ſhould return good for good : the Heathens agreed in it. To be defective 

in obſervance, and thankful reſpeCts to a BenefaRtor is unnatural, but to requite Evil for 

Good, is ſo direct a violation of the ingenuous Principles of Humanity, that one is pro- 

digiouſly wicked in-doing it : He ceaſes to be a Man, and becomes a Devil. Now this 
| black Guilt cleaves to thoſe who abuſe Proſperity. The Bleſſings of God are ſtrong and 

ſweet Obligations to love him, yet their perverſe Hearts are thereby alienated from him : 

His Mercies engage and cnable them to ferve and glorifie him, bur are uſed to gratific 

their Luſts, and to make them more capable and preſumpruous to offend him. Proſpe- 

rity makes them luxurious and fecure; Riches make them fin at a higher rate ; the patient 

Providence of God, that waits for their Repentance (ſuch is their deſperate Corruption) 

fortifies them in their rebellion againſt him. This was the reaſon of that ſtinging Re- 

proach of Moſesto Iſrael, Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolifh People and unwiſe ? 

2. The abuſe of Proſperity is moſt injurious and provoking ro God. To in againſt 

his Law, is an: high affront ro his Majeſty ; but to ſin againſt his Love and Benefits is 
Rom. 2 more-contumelious ro him, The Apoſtle calls ir, a pig of God's goodneſs: What is 

more contumelious, than to employ his Benefits for the pleafing our diſhonourable vile 
eAﬀettions 2 As the Gift of aFriend is flighted that is put toa baſe uſe ; or as one that will 


not 


x « 


, Mat. 5. 46. 


Deut. 42. 
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not be reconciled by the Preſents of a Friend, _—_— his Gifts : Thus' when' the Fa- 
vours of =o donot melt the Heatr into kindly reſentments, and endear him to-us, they 
are deſpiſed. . CES 1s 
If a Lama, that were raiſed by a Prince to the higheſt Honour: and Truſt, ſhould 
betray his Magazines, both Arms and Treaſures to his Enemy, could there bc a fouler 
Wickedneſs? and of this heinous nature is their Wickedneſs, who abuſe the Mercies of 
God in the Service of Sin, and implicitly betray them into the Devil's hands, who mali- 
ciouſly wars againſt God. What a contumelious-indigniry heightned with the baſeſt *in- 
gratitude was Feroboam guilty of, who chang'd the Glory of the uncorruptible God, into _ -. 
an Image like a corruptible Beaſt. * God advanc'd him to the Throne, and he depreſt the , * Dex ill 
Deity to th: rank of ſtupid Calves... What a hateful abuſe of his Bounty was it, thartl.e wg ay uo 
Iſraelites turned the Jewels of Gold wherewith he inrichd them by the ZEgyprians,' into un d bever 
a deteſtable Idol : Of ſuch Wickedneſs are Men deeply guilty, when the prontvys Blef. wife. 
ſings that God beſlows upon them, are made the Idols of their Heads and Hearts, 'and © 
rob him of the Honour and Love thar is incommunicably- due to him... 2 he 

What can. more provoke the jealous God ? Metcy is his deareſt Glory, in which| he + ; 
peculiarly delights ; 'tis the Attribute of which he is moſt tender, 'and the abule of ir is 
to ſtab him to the Hearr. . . 7 {4 Mo ad Mr cane 

From hence we may Juſtly infer, rhe Puniſhment of ſuch Sinners will be moſt heavy; in 
exact proportion to their moſt odious Ingratitude. Damnation is the recompence- of _ 
every impenitent Sinner, and is the moſt fearful effe& of God's Wrath. Temporal Judg- _ 
ments are but the ſmoke of his Anger, the flaming Coals are in Hell. But there are deprees Dear. 25. 
of Torment in Hell, according to the number and quality of Mens Sins. Thoſe who: de- 
ſpiſe the goodneſs of God, treaſure up Wrath againſt the day of Wrath. As they contini- 
ally abuſe his Bounty and Patience, they increaſe his Vengeance, -which will be as terri- 
ble as his Patience was admirable. The Judgment of Babylon was a ſtrict proportion to >» 
her Luxury : Zew much fhe hath glorified her ſelf, and lived deliciouſly, ſo much torment Rev: id. 5. 
and ſorrow give her. Juſtice will exact all the Arrears of abuſed Mercies: The Lovers 
of this World ſhall paſs from their good Things, to the Flames that live by the Breath-of 
God's revenging Wrath. Doleful exchange! an Hours feeling of that Fire is more tor- 
menting, than an Ages Enjoyment of this World in all its abundance is pleaſing. '-Bur 
tho' the Word of Go# has diſcovered. the 1wift and thick-coming Sorrows that ſhall ſeize 
upon the Wicked, yet fo fooliſh and obſtinate are Sinners in Proſperity, they will not; be 
perſwaded to fly from the Wrath to come! The Light of Reaſon, and Illumination..of 
Faith, is too weak to make them ſenſible of their Danger: they will not be convine'd, 
till ſhut up in the Darkneſs of Hell » 4 Re 

It. now follows, that by Application we ſhould make this great Doctrine more uſeful 
to our ſelves. 2 


without conſidering who is their Leader, and whither they. are led, ..Or-like one in'a 
ſlumber, is ſtrongly affeed with ſlight things : A Scene of ,Fancy ih a;Dream tranſport 


the Will is'ro Man ; if it be duly turn'd, it conduQts him ſafely to Felicity. 


T he particular juſt Tnferences- from the Dodtine are, 


1. Temporal Proſperity is not a certain ſign of God's ſpecial Fayour, There are ſome 
Benefits diſperſt by a general Providence to all, like the common Benefits of a:Prince to 
all within his Dominions : Some are like ſpecial Gifts to.his Favourites : Of the firſt kind 
are Riches and Honours, and whatever-is the- ſupport or comfort of the preſent Life: 6f 
the ſecond are ſpiritual and heavenly Bleſſings, 'the Graces and. Comforts of the Holy * - © 
Spirit of God, the infallible Seal of his Love, to.us. The. Pſalmiſt prays, Remember me, Pal 106. & 
0 Lerd, with the favour thou beareſt unto thy People : O vifit me with thy Salvation ; there © 
1S a Favour common to all Men as his Creatures, and the Fruits of it are promiſcuous to 
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che Evil and the Good : but the Fayour- from whence proceeds Grace and Gloxy, is the 
Privilege of his Choſen. RL i ub. 

The temporal Proſperity of the Wicked is conſiſtent with God's Hatred. When Men 
curn his Bleſſings into the fuel of their Luſts, and his Patience into an advantage of fin- 
ning more ſecurely, how flouriſhing ſoeyer they are in the World, he looks on them 
with an avenging Eye. He hates all the workers of Iniquity. His ſeeming connivance is 
no Argument that he is not highly provok'd by their Sins, or that they may obtain an 
eaſie Pardon. Yet this is the inward Principle of the groſs and outward Sins in the Lives 
of Men, tho' unobſerved by them. As the vital Heat is not felt in Gie Heart, thar is 


Pu. 38. the Cauſe of all the Heat that is felr in the outward parts of the Body. Theſe things 


haſt thou done, (faith God to the rebellious Sinner) aud 7 kept filence, that is, ſuſpended 
the terrible Effet of Juſtice, thou thought ſt I was altogether ſuch a one as thy ſelf. Aſto- 


niſhing Blindneſs! not to diſcern the apparent Antipathy of ſuch Connexions. As if. 


God's forbearance of the Guilry were forgiveneſs : and rebellion againſt his Commands, 
and the Love of Sin which is' enmity to him, were conſiſtent with the fruition of his 
Favour. But we have the moſt clear *and convincing Aſſurance, God cannot be pleaſed 


with Men, without their being made like him in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. He 


ſees and hates Sin, and abhors the Sinners tho for a time they are ſpared. Juſtice and 
Nahum 7. 3. Patience are his Attributes: He is flow to Anger, and great in Power, and will not acquit 
Rom. g. 22. the Guilty. He endures with much long-ſuffering the V fel of Wrath, till they are fired or 
 *  dleftrultion. The preſumptuous Sinner that is encouraged and harden'd, as if Sin were 
not ſo hateful to God, becauſe he enjoys the World in abundance, and expects an ealie 

remiſſion at laſt, fearfully deceives his Soul: Ze ſows the Wind, and ſhall reap the 


* 


Whirlwind. 


3- The Proſperity of the Wicked is fo far from being a:fign of God's Love, that it of- 
ten proceeds from his deepeſt Diſpleaſure. - Tis a Curſe candied over with a little va- 
niſhing ſweetneſs, but deadly in the Operation. It makes them careleſs of God and their 
Souls, of Heaven and Eternity, and they become incorrigible in their perverſe-Wills and 
wicked Ways, atid irrecoverable in their loſt State. Proſperity induces Security, thar 
preſages and accelerates their Ruin. "Tis expreſt as the moſt fearful and ſoreft Judgment 


| Tha. 49. to. by the Prophet, The Lord hath poured out upon you the ſpirit of deep ſleep, an inſenſibleneſs 


of the worſt Evils, their Sins, and the infinite danger that attends them. This Judg- 
ment is uſually inflicted from the righteous God by the Proſperity of the Wicked, and 
extreamly provokes him, it being a Sin of the greateſt Guilt, as well as a Puniſhmenr 


of former high Provocations. *'T1s a diſtinguiſhing Judgment inflicted upon his Enemies, 


from which his Children are exempred. Other Judgments that cauſe grief and trouble to 
| Sinners, often incline his Compaſſions to them ; but this Judgment inflames his Wrath. 
In ſhort, the Proſperity of the Wicked here, is a faral ſign they are reſerved for rhe Se- 
verity of Juſtice, for rheir abuſe of the Riches of his Mercy: and of all Judgments that 


is the moſt terrible, thar inſenſibly deſtroys, and certainly brings damnation. 


4. From hence we are inſtructed to look upon Proſperous Sinners with pityy not with 

Envy and TIndignation. ' They pleaſe themſelves, and triumph in their conceited Hap- 

pineſs, as the Plalmiſt expreſſerh it, Whilf he lived, he Bleſſed his Soul. But how con- 

trary is the Opinion of vain Men'to the Judgment of Chriſt ; He pronounces (and upon 

his Sentence depends Eternity) Wo unto you that are rich, for ye have received your 

— Conſolation! Wo unto you that are full, for ye ſhall hunger : Wo unto you that laugh now, 

Pal. ag. for ye ſball mourn and weep. And we are told by the inſpired top won Man that is in honour, 

and underſtands not, (that does not confider the Vanity and frail Tenure of his preſent 

flouriſhing State ; nor his Duty and Intereſt to imploy his Riches, Power, and Greatneſs, 

for ſecuring his everlaſting porers & is like the Beaſts that periſh, ſtupid and inſenſible 

of approaching Ruin ; as the Beaſt that was to be ſacrificed , did not perceive that the 

ilding its Horns, and adorning it with Garlands, was a ſign it was deſtin'd to Death. 

hey now live in caſe and pleaſures ; but they muſt ſhortly remove from their rich Poſ- 

ſeſſions, and ſplendid Palaces, to the dark Regions of Woe, and Death will be an en- 

Eccleſ.7. trance into endleſs Sorrows.” © The lawghter of Fools is like the crackling of Thorns under 
the Pot, a ſhort Blaze ſoon damp'd and extinguiſhd. | 

P 1 4M 'Tis a dreadful Tmprecation of the Holy Pſalmiſt ; Let their way be dark and ſlippery ; 

rencbre, & tu. and let the Angel of the Lord oy Cong them. To fly in the dark, and in ſlippery places, 

briexis. Ten and fo to fall into the Mire and Pits, is a fir Emblem of their Condition, who are profpe- 


bra: jolum quiz | CE” 6 | | 
non horggat ? Lubricum ſolum quis non caveat ? In tenchri: & lubrice quu ir? Ubi pedem figis ? Sunt iſle magna pane hominum. Aug. 
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rous and wicked. They are hoodwink'd by Proſperity, in avvluntary Darkneſs, and ſec 
not the Precipices that ſurround them : And how ſlippery is their way by ſo, numerous 
and inſinuating Temptations ; How eaſily, how frequently and dangerouſly do they fall, 
and both defile and wound themſelves ? Briefly, they are truly -miſerable here;-cv 
whilſt they moſt pleaſantly and contentedly 'epjoy the World, they are accumulating the 
Treaſures of Wrath, and preparing new Torments for their Souls : They ſtand upon 
brittle Tce, and Hell is beneath ready to ſwallow them up-in irs deepeſt Guif. As 'tis 
ſaid by the Apoſtle, concerning the Saints darkned by Sorrows here, that their g/orious 
Life is hid in God, and ſhall illuſtriouſly appear'with Chriſt at his ſecond Coming : So ©) 3 
the. terrible Death of the wicked, whilſt they flouriſh here, is hid. from the Eyes of - 
Senſe, bur ſhall be revealed in the Day of Wrath. And to a wiſe Obſerver, to a ſerious 
Believer, 'the proſperous Sinner is the moſt unhappy and compaſlſionable. Object in. the 
World ; for he periſhes by ſuch a flattering kind of Death, that he is neither apprehen- 
ſive, nor aftkeed with his Danger. | "Tas > ef ef _ IBS a ag red i 9 

And when an illuminate Chriſtian ſees the Marks of Damnation in Sinners, whom 
Proſperity deceives and hardens, he cannot but be tenderly moved, and is obliged moſt 
ceargiſly to pray to the merciful Father of Spirits, whoſe Grace is Omnipotent, . that he 


--would recover their lapſed Souls, bleeding to eternal Death. If rhere be any heavenly 


Charity in our Breaſts, it will melt our Hearts, and diſſolve us in Tears to prevent, ot 
at leaſt to ſolemnize and lament their heavy Deſtiny. £ 


| 5. From hence we are inſtructed to judge truly and wiſely of Afﬀlitions ; They are 
the neceſſary and merciful Diſpenſations of Heaven, to recover Sinners corrupted by Pro- 
ſperity, and to return them to God. Senſe, tho' its principal end is to preſerve the Bo- 
dy, is not always a fit judge of things beneficial to it ; the Appetites and Averſions are 
ſometimes petnicious : One in a' Drophe drinks ws ao his Thirſt, and increaſes his 
Diſtemper. A- bitter Potion is rejefted by a fick Child, not conſidering 'that a Medi- 
cine, not Sweet-Meats, can cure his Diſeaſe. The pleaſure of the Taſte, is .no certain 
Indication of what is wholſome for Health : Much more uncapable is Senſe to judge of 
what is uſeful for the Soul. Reaſon is entirely renounc'd,' and fallacious Senſe is in the 
Throne, when Proſperity with its gaudy Allurements is eſteetned, as our Happineſs, and 
Adverſity is abhorr'd as the worſt Miſery. The wiſe Man indracked: by-dear Experi- 


. # 


ence, tells us, 7? is better to $0 to the Houſe of Mourning, than to go to the Houſe of Feaſt- Ecclef. 5! 2; 


ing : For that is the endl of all Men, and the living will lay it - to beart.  Sorraw is better * * 

than Laughter : For by the ſadneſs of the Countenance, the Heart is made better. The 

Heart of the Wiſe is in the Houſe of Mourning, but the Heart of Fools is i the Houſe of 

Mirth. Proſperity irritates and fortifies the ſenſual vile AteRions, -the pleaſing 'of ES 

which is fatal to the * Soul. As tis obſerved by 'the natural-Hiſtorian, that. the ſpark- : Vino debinras 

ling Colour and delicious Reliſh of Wine, rempts Men to'drinking without thitſt,, and jo wy rag 

from Intemperance, innumerable Diſeaſes flow: 4 TO wr. Pla. 
Proſperity diverts the Mind from conſidering the things that belong to our eternal 

Peace, and the Will from conſenting to them. The Thoughts are ſo ſcattered abroad, 

thar few arc left ar home, duly to. ponder the miſerable Effects of Sin. Nov in qhipghe 

ther. The Devil cruclly deſtroys the Souls of Men by the. pleaſures of Sin; and God 

gruous and powerful means for that bleſſed B-e&. oo 

mentis id mali injic't. Its Diwbohu letule quell conficit, rebols gratiſiinis & aconptiſſiwis imbiix. Ter. 
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Affliction makes us ret 

ly diſtracting Objects ; and then Truth 

Reſtraints, will break the Fetters, and ſpeak louc 

on fixes the Mind upon thoſe Obes, thart duly 

determin'd and reſolved Sinner. - There is no 

Brute, but has at times ſome twinges. me W4 

deſires of Salvation. Even Balaani, who inthe Judgment of . | 

than the Aſs he rode on, yet had ſome ſpringings in his Heart towards Heaven ; 0 #bat 
tleeting and variable, and fo weak in compariſi e De 
while Proſperity continues, that they prove abortive. Now Affliction deads the flaming 
edge of the Af ion to Vanity. When the Sinner feels the. Ttuth of the Divine Threar- 
nings, then he is effetually convinc'd of the Evil.of Sin, and underſtands, by. the begin- 
_ hing of Sorrows here, what the Ifſues will be hereafter, and retrats his fooliſh OE: 
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Tn the time of Afﬀiction, dur Sins find-us out; and tis moſt likely we ſhall then find 
our Sins out, and with repenting Tears acknowledge them, and with Hatred renounce 
them. | | RD | 
Now the conſideration of the deſigned Benefit by Affliftions, ſhould reconcile them 
| to our Wills, and perſwade us, with patience and thankfulneſs, to accept of them as the 
Rev. 3. Teſtimonies vf God's peculiar Favour. Our Saviour declares, As many as 7 love, I rebuke 
and chaſten; be zealous and repent. God is often moſt angry, when he makes no ſenſible 
Ezck. 46. 42. Ditcovery that he is ſo : thus he threatens the rebellious Jews, 7 will make my Fury towards 
thee to reſt, and my Fealoufie ſhall depart from thee, and I will be quiet, and will be no more 
angry : Implying a final divorce, a leaving them to their impure Idolatries, without more 
correQion. If there be ſuch a hardneſs of Heart as the Fire cannor melt, ſuch a ruſt 
that the Fire cannot purifie, God will not waſte his Judgments on ſuch deſperate Sin- 
ners. He withdraws his chaſtiſing Hand, as hopeleſs of their Amendment, and that 
Deſertion is a fatal ſignature of Reprobation. And on the contrary, many times God's 
Love is moſt tender and compaſſionate to us, when to Senſe there is the leaſt Evidence 
Genec. depres Of it. Even the Heathens, in. the twilight, between the darkneſs of Idolatry, and the 
videntia. light of Nature, diſcovered that Afflictions were the Privilege of thoſe that are | 
| larly beloved of God. And Chriſtians have a more ſure word for their 'inſtrufion, 
Heb. 12., Whom the Lord loves he chaſtens, and ſcourgeth every Son whom he receives. There is not 
a ſtronger Evidence of his fatherly wiſe Love, than the Diſcipline of the Rod ; and 
the afflicted returning Sinner _ with an adoptive Aſſurance come to the Throne of 
Grace. By Afflictions the World is leſs enticing and hurtful to us, and Heaven is more 
' amiable and deſirable : The things that are ſeen, are vilified and diſtaſted ; and inviſible 
things are ſought with our higheſt eſteem and reſpec, and zealous endeayours. Thoſe 
| Luſts that ſpring, and grow, and flouriſh in Proſperity, are blaſted and wither, and die 
Inter adverſs i, adverſity. Thoſe who forget God when proſperous in the World, are taught by rhe 
melior. Tacit. , ice of the Rod to adore his Majeſty, obey his Laws, imitate his Holineſs, and hum- 
bly to accept of his Mercy. By Afflictions the ſenſual Appetites are ſubdu'd, and 
brought, into order ; a low ſtate, is a proteCtion from many ſtrong and deſtructive 
Optime: ws Temptations. Sickneſs that brings near the Grave, and makes us feel how frail we are, 
ee dum infir- renders the World deſpicable, that by rheir Luſts fo powerfully infatuates Men to their 
"A Ruin. Sanctified Affliction, is, a happy preparative for the fulneſs of Joy in the bleſſed 
preſence of God. | +4 
The firſt ro whom our Saviour promis'd the Reſt and Joy of Paradiſe, was the Com- 
panion of his Croſs. Ds LH: 3 
Let us therefore, with free Judgments, and ſincere Aﬀetions, make an eſtimate of 
all ſenſible things, - not judge our ſelves to be in the favour of God, by the good 
Things received'here, nor under his Wrath by Evil : Ler us not be ſurpris'd at the Pro- 
- ſperity of the Wicked, nor ſhaken at rhe: Aflitions of the Godly, but regulate our 
Fropitis D Thoughts by the unerring Wiſdom of God, fo clearly revealed in his Word. He is 
y fact  ncpiloUs, when he denies or takes from us thoſe temporal Enjoyments that we are apt 
qued amanus : £0 abuſe ; and ſevere when he beſtows them, and ſeems to indulge Mens carnal Aﬀecti- 
iramu eter ons. Tt is but a little while, and the Pleaſures of Sinners ; and the Affliftions of - the 
aued male a- Saints, Will end in a ſtate direQtly contrary to what is enjoyed or ſuffered here. With 
met. Aug. God a thouſand Tears are but as one Day : the World is not of a Weeks ſtanding in the 
Divine Account: he meaſures all things by Eternity : The Veſſels of Mercy are by 
fſanRtified Affliftions made fir for Eternal Glory. The Veſſels of Wrath are by the abuſe 
of his Bounty and Patience, fitted for eternal deſtrudion. | 


In the laſt place, from hence we ſhould be warned to be always circumſpe@ to avoid 
the Evils that uſually attend Proſperity, to improve it to our cternal Advantage. Proſpe- 
rity is not like an infeted Garment, that transfyſes a contagious Malignity into every 
one that wears it. A Perſon that is Rich and Honourable, and in Power, may not on- 
ſy be a Saint, but the more a Saint by his dedicating and employing the Gifts of God to 

| his Glory, and the Publick Good. *Tis a Point of high and holy Wiſdom, and on'y 

caught in the School of Heaven, how to manage the oppoſite ſtates of the preſent Lite, 

ſo as not to be vainly ſwelling in Proſperity, nor broken and flagging in Adverſity, bur 

to preſerve an xquanimity, a conſtant compoſed mind, the bleſfed imitation of the di- 

Phil, 4. 12. vine Unchangeableneſs. S. Paul ſaith, without vain arrogance, 7 know both how to be 
abaſed, and I know how to abound : every where, and in all things I am inflrufted, both to 

be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to ſuffer need. "Twas a ſecret of Spirit, not 

learn'd from Men, bur from the holy Spirir of God. In ſome reſpeRts 'tis a more difti- 

cult exercife to manage Profperity than Adverſity, Many are like Hanibal, victorious 

I! 
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in Arms, whilſt confliting with Adverſity, and vanquiſhd by enticing Pleaſitres. 'Tis 
obſerved of the Lamps in ſome of the Roman Tombs, that have burnt, for many Ages, 
and are bright whilſt kept cloſe , that as ſoon as they are open to the Air, a breath 
of Wind extinguiſhes them : Thus the Vertues of ſome ſhine in a low retired Conditi- 
on, when there are no Temptations, no occaſion of quenching them : but when brought 
forth into the open World, and ſhould appear in conſpicuous Operations, their Vertues 
are of ſo weak and conſumprive a Spirit, that the Light expires and dies. Even the 
Piety of David was chill'd by Proſperity. "Tis ſaid, with an emphaſis, concerning : 
Fehoſaphat, that he walk'd in the firſt Ways of his Father David :. Intimating that his Re- 2 Chron: »7, 
ligion was not ſo exa&t when he was in the Throne, as in his Baniſhmenr. | a 

"Tis equally excellent as difficult. To be holy and heavenly in the midſt of ſenſual 
tempting Objes, is the cleareſt diſcovery. of the Truth and Power of Divine Grace, 
of the Piety, Ingenuity, and Generoſfity of the Chriſtian Spirit. Humility and Mode- 
ſty in a low Condition, are not ſo praiſe worthy, as the abſence of them is odious : but. 
Humility in a ſtate of Honour, is more illuſtrious than. the Splendor of external Dig- 
nity. Temperance in a Cottage, where are only ſupplies of hunger and thirſt, ſeems 
rather the effect of Neceſlity, than of wiſe Choice : But to be temperate when abun- 
dance and variety tempt the ſenſual Appetites, when the ſparkling colour and delicious 
reliſh of the pureſt Wines tempt the Fancy and the Palate , is Vertue in a height and 
excellency. To be Pious, and weaned from the World in Afflitions, 1s no wonder ; 
but in Proſperity and Power to be ſerious in Religion, and deſpiſe the ſplendid Vani- 
ties of the World, is Vertue of a ſuperior Order. What is obſerved of the perfuming Spore #4- 
Gums of Arabia the Happy, is applicable in this mattrer : thoſe that diſtill freely from [77 7” _ 
the Tree, excel in purity, in fragrancy, and value, what comes from it when the Bark cir corricie- 
of it is cut. Thus Obedience that comes from the Heart in love with God for his wie vil 
Benefits, is more valuable and precious than what is the effec of Compulfion, that Fain. © 
comes from the Heart wounded with terrors in adverſity. ET S 

T ſhall add farther, The uſing Proſperity aright is moſt comfortable. The Love of 
God can ſweeten Aﬀfiictions, and make a Dinner of green Herbs as ſavory as if they 

ew in Paradiſe : and it gives 2 quick and high tafte to all our temporal Bleſſings. When 
Fis Love is conveyed and ſealed to us by the Gifts of his Providence, we have the pure- 
eſt Enjoyment of them. Now when Proſperity is made ſubſervient ro his Glory, when 
it endears Obedience to us, we have an infallible Teſtimony tis from his ſpecial Fa- 
Vour to us. : 


The Rules how to manage Proſperity for our everlaſting Good, are, 


\ 7, Let us preſerve an humble ſenſe of our original Meanneſs, continual Frailty, and 
ſinful Unworthineſs in the midſt of Proſperity. Men are apt to be high-minded, and 
ro cheriſh undue Conceptions of their Worth when raisd in the World : As if they were 
not as inferior to the Majeſty of God, and as lable ro his Tmpartial Juftice as*others : 
They lofe the Knowledge of themſelves in a Miſt of Vanity. This provokes the high 
and holy One that inhabits Eternity, to blaft them in their moſt flouriſhing and ſecure 
ſtate, and convince them how deceitful and infufficient the grounds of their Pride are. 
He puts them in fear, that they may know themſebves to be bat Men. Thete are ſuch grear Pſil. 5. 
and juſt Allays of the vain Mind, ſuch Corredtives of Pride, that it is ſtrangerthat any tem- 
poral Proſperity ſhould occaſion ſwelling Arrogance. The Pſalmiſt conſideting the Glory 
of God ſhining in the Heavens, is in an extaſie at his condeſcending Goodneſs. What 7s 
Man that thou art mindful of him 2 Or the Son of Man that thou regardeſt him » His Ori- 
ginal is from the Earth, the loweſt Element : all that he poſſeſſes, to ſupply his want and 
fatisfie his deſires, is from pure Mercy : And the more eminent the Adyanrage of ſome 
is above others in this World, the greater are their Reccits and Obligations: and who 
would be proud that he is in a mighty Debt? Rich and Poor, Honourable and Mean, 
are Diſtin&ions among Men ; but in reſpe& to God all are equally mean and low. Nei- 
ther do theſe things give: any inherent worth, and' make Perfons more acceptable to 
God. Poor Lazarus who was 2 miſerable SpeRtacle, his Body corroded with Ulcers, 
yet had a precious Soul under it : The glorious Angels defcerided from Heaven to receive 
it at the point of Death,and convey it tothe reviving preſence of God; bur the rich Man 
was caſt into Hell. Beſides, How uncertain are; all the admired things of this World! 
Is he truly rich whoſe Whole Eſtate lies in a Ship abroad, that is ro paſs through 
Seas expoſed to Tempeſts, and infeſted with Pirates, and runs a donble hazard of being 
robd or caſt away ? And the Conſideration thereof, is a r Argument to cauſe us to 
keep a low Mind in a high Condition, [Tis the Apoſtle 's Counſel, Let the rich, and juni. 5. 1s. 
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the great in the World, rejoice in that he is made low : becauſe as the Flower of the Graſs 
he ſhall paſs away : When the florid Beauty is diſplayed, it preſently withers. How ma- 
ny turvive cheir Eſtates and Dignities, and by unforeſeen Revolutions become poor and 
low. Many that were overflowing in Riches and Pleaſures, are as dry and deſolate as 
the Deſart. And is it not a diſparagement to our Reaſon to admire Shadows, and be 
proud of tranſient Vanities 2 But ſuppoſe they continue with Men here, can they pre- 
lerve the Body from Diſeaſes and Death, or the Soul from oppreſſing Sorrows? And is it 


not miſerable folly to pride themſelves in ſecular Greatneſs, thar is fo inſufficient to pre- 


vent the worſt Evils 2 Bur eſpecially the conſideration how Man is vilifted by Sin, ſhould 
make him be abaſed and low in his own Eyes. As that Bleſſed Martyr, Biſhop Hooper 


ſays, Lord, I am Hell, thou art Heaven; 1 am a Sink of Sin, thu art the Fountain 0 


Holineſs. And the more gracious and bountiful God is to Men, the more ſinful ſhould 
they appear to themſelves. Humility diſcovers our native Poverty, in the midſt of 
rich Abundance; our true Vileneſs in the-midſt of glittering Honours, rhat nothing is 
ours but Sin and Miſery ; and makes us ſay, with the Spirit of that humble Saint, We 


are leſs than the leaſt of all Gods Mercies. Now the more of Humility, the more of 
Heaven is,in the Soul: tis that diſpoſition that prepares it to receive the Graces and 


Comforts of the Spirit in an excellent degree. God refiſts theProud; the Self-conceited 
and aſpiring he is at defiance with, and abbors them; he juſtly deprives them of Spiri- 
tual Treaſures, who value themſelves and bear it high for the abundance of this World: 
But he gives Grace to the humble. The due ſenſe of our Wants and Unworthineſs makes 
us fit to partake of Divine Bleſſings. 


2. A meek temper and deportment, is an excellent preſervative from the Evil of 
Proſperity. Humility and Meekneſs are always in conjunCtion, and moſt amiable in 
the Eyes of God and Men. A meek and quiet Spirit, which is in the fight of God of 


great price. They are the brighteſt Jewels that adorn Humanity, and ſhin'd fo gloriouſly 


in our bleſſed Saviour, the ſupream Pattern of Perfection, and are propounded as ſignally 
imitable by us. . Learn of me for I am meek and lowly. When he came in his Regal 
Office, he he is thus deſcribed, Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Sion: Behold thy Xing 


cometh unto thee: he is juſt, and having Salvation, lowly. The Church is excited to re- 


Joice in his mild Monarchy. And Chriſtians, who in Profeſſion are his Diſciples, - are 
commanded to be gentle, and to ſhew all meekneſs to all Men. This eſpecially concerns 
thoſe who are in a ſuperior Order: for Proſperity is apt to make Men infolent and in- 
tolerable, and to treat with an haughty roughneſs thoſe that are below them. Bur 


- there is nothing more becoming Men in Proſperity and Power, than a ſweetneſs of 


Spirit, not eaſily provok'd by Injuries, and eaſily pardoning them; a gracious conde- 
ſcenſion expreſt in Words and ACtions, even to all Inferiors. And eſpecially meekneſs 
is neceſſary in a ſubmillive receiving Reproofs for Sin, whether by the Miniſtry of the 
Word, or by a faithful Friend. Proſperity is never more dangerous, than when Sin 
takes ſanQuary in it, when Men think Riches and Power to be a privilege to free 
them from ſound and ſearching Reproof, and damn themſelves with leſs contradiction. 
And an humble ſubmiſſion, with reſpect to the Authority of God and an ingenious 
tractableneſs, with reſpe& to the ſincere afftetion of thoſe who are faithful in their 


Counſels for our Souls, .is an Eminent inſtance of Meekneſs, and preterves from the 
danger of Proſperity. _ + 


3. Solemn and affeQtionate Thanksgiving to God for his Mercies , ſandtifies Pro- 


{perity. 

"This is the certain conſequent of an humble diſpoſition of Soul. Pride ſmothers the 
Receits of God's Favours: Thankfulneſs is the homage of Humility. This is infinitely 
due to God, who renews our Lives as often as we breathe, and renews his Mercies 
cvery moment; yet ſo unjuſt and ungrateful are Men, eſpecially in Proſperity, that they 
ſtrangely negle& it. From hence are thoſe Divine Warnings ſo ſolemnly repeated to the 


Deut. 6. 11, Iſraelites, When thou ſhalt have eaten , and art full, then beware leſt thou forget the 


Lord. And, leſt when thou haſt eaten and art full, and haſt built goodly Houſes, and dwelt 
therein, . then thy heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God. This was the wick- 
ed effect of their Proſperity : According to their paſture ſo were they filled; they were 
filled, and their heart was exalted, therefore have they forgotten me. There is a great 
backwardneſs in a carnal heart to thankſgiving for Mercies. Prayer in our diſtreſs, 
is a Work of Neceſlity, but thankful Praiſe is an at of Duty; carnal Love is the 
cauſe of the one, divine Love of the other. Even David how ardently docs he 


- excite his Soul to the performing this Duty ; Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that 
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is within me bleſs his Holy Name. Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all his 
Benefits. The earncit and repeated Addreſs to make a lively and fervent Impreſſion 
upan his Soul, is a tacit intimation of the yrs fr =. wr he found in himſelf. This. 
Duty is Spiritual, and to be performed by the Soul that is our noble part, and 
capable to underſtand our Obligations to the Divine Goodneſs. Indeed, 'tis often ex- . | 
preſt in the * vocal praiſes of God, for there is a natural correſpondence berween the * Plal. 34. 2. 
: Tongue and the Heart, as between the Hand of a Clock, . and the Motion of the 
Wheels within : But the chief part is performed in the Soul, and is only of value and 
acceptance with God, who is the Maket , the Searcher, and rhe Judge of our Hearts. 
| Therefore the Holy Pſalmiſt calls upox his Soul, and all that is within him; every Facul- 
ty to unite in the Praiſes of God : The Underſtanding ro conſider the ſeveral Arguments 
of Praiſe and Thankfulneſs, to eſteem and to admire the divine Goodneſs, to aſcribe 
the Glory that is due to God for his Mercies : the Memory to regiſter his Benefits ; the 
Will and Aﬀections to love him for his Mercies, and above them. EO 

Thankfulneſs implies a ſolemn recognition of the Mercies of God, with all the Cir- 
cumſtances that add a luſtre to them, to affect us in as vigorous a manner in our Praiſes 
for the Bleſſings we enjoy, as we ate in our Prayers for what we need. Not only fignal 
Mercies, but common and ordinary ſhould be e6ntinually acknowledged by us. And 
ſince our Memories are ſo ſlippery as to the retaining of Favours, Injuries are inſcrib'd 
in Marble, Benefits written in Duſt : We ſhould every day reyiew the Mercies we en- 
Joy, to quicken our Praiſes for them, and to make Impreſſions not ſoon defac'd. Thank- 
fulneſs implics a due valuation of God's Benefits : This will be raifed, by conſidering 
the Author, the treat God : the meaneſt Mercy from his Hand, ts a high Favour. As 
the Guilt of Sin ariſes from the greatneſs of the Object; tho ſome Sins are compara- 
tively ſmall, yer none 1s in its intrinſick Nature a ſmall Evil: fo tho of Mercies, ſome 
are in compariſon eminent, and ſome arc ordinary, yet every Mercy is great with re- 
ſpect to the Author from whence it comes : And the thankful eſteem of Mercies, will 
riſe in proportion to the ſenſe of our Unworthineſs. A conſtant poverty of Spirit in re- 
fleting upon our own Vileneſs, that there is not ineerly a want of defert in us, with 
reſpec to God's Bleſſings, but a deſert of his heavy Judgments, will heighten our eſteem 
of them. For this end it is very uſeful, that rhe Proſperous would confider thoſe below 
them, how many better than themſelves are under oppreſſing Wants, tormenting Pains, 
heart-breaking Sorrows, whom you may trace by their Tears every day ; arid what free 
and rich Mercy is it, that they enjoy the affluence of all things : this diſtinguiſhing Good- 
neſs, ſhould be acknowledged with a warm rapture of AfﬀeQion to the Divine Bene- 
factor. To compare our ſelves with thoſe that excel us in Grace, will make us humble; 
and with thoſe who ate below us in outward Bleſſings, will make us thankful: 

The Proſperous have ſpecial Obligations to be moſt converſant in this Celeſtial Duty : 
there are various Graces and Duties that are only uſeful in this imperfe& ſtate, and ſhall 
expire With us : as Repentance, Faith, Hope, Patience, &c. the Reward of them will 
| be Eternal, but the exerciſe is limited to preſent Life; but Love and Praiſe remain in 
| Heaven. The Saints eternally admire, love, and bleſs God for his Mercies. And the 
| ſincere and conſtant performance of this Duty, is moſt pleaſing to God, and profitable 
to us : For thankfulneſs tro our bleſſed Bencfaftor, engages his Heart, and opens the 
Treaſures of his Bounty more liberally to us. The way to obtain new Benefits, is not 
to ſuffer former Favours to be loſt in ungrateful oblivion. In ſhort; 'tis the beſt and 
ſureſt Evidence of our thankfiilneſs to God, when his Mercies are effequal Motives to 
pleaſe him. We cannot always niake an actual commemoration of his Benefits, but.an . 
habitual remembrance ſhould eyer be in oiir Hearts, and influential in our Lives. Thy Pal. 26: 
loving kindneſs is before mine eyes, (ſaith holy David) and 7 have walked in thy Truth , 
unfeignedly reſpected all thy Commandments. | : 
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| | 4. The Fear of God, and a vigilant care to avoid the Sins that ſo eaſily encompaſs us; 
| 1S neceſſary in Proſperity. The Secure aſliſt Satan in his War againſt the Soul ; buc 
Vatchfulneſs diſarms the Tempter. CircumſpeCtion isinever more a Duty, than when 
| Pleaſures without, and Paſſions within, conſpire to betray us. Tis uſeful ro refle@t up- 
| on the great numbers who have been corrupted and ruin'd by Proſperity : That the Vices 
1 of the dead may ſecure the Vertues of the living: The fear of God #5 clean, effectively, 
as It preſerves from Sin. 'Tis Solomon's Advice to young Men, that enjoy the World in 
ts Flower, and in the ſeaſon of their ſinning, that they would remember thar God for 
all their Vanities will bring them to Judgment. This Conſideratigh will be powerful ro 
Prevent the riſings of the corrupt Aﬀections, or to ſuppreſs the# growth, and hinder 
; their Accompliſhment. Bur with the Gm temper'd Soul; Wingenuous Fear oy 
2a wy - 


N 


» 4 "-"" - \ _ : " ” 7 xl » Y £ 
' I "Fi% WE Sy x21 21.508 went Ow Milk? > ids ESL tea 1 Ed Wa EIA. 1 v4.96 20 (6 Cn & GLA 4 
"” THYE c T1 OC ETA UW Np" hea abt Oy, WTI TATLD VhabTs W517 
{ £ OCOS EE AR RE SR Re CT I te a oa ond! PTE 4 of e 
- Fees? 4-5-- uy 5, 4 hy | « » f "x 

OBE £4 wn s p % Ok 

ng bh ; 

Y 
F 


The Danger of Proſperity. 


the conſideration of God's Mercies, is an effeCtual reſtraint from Sin. 'Tis faid, they 
ſhall fear the Lord, and his Goodneſs : Fear to offend, and gricve, and lofe his Good- 
neſs. This Fear does not infringe the Comfort of the Soul, bur preſerve and improve ir : 
Servile Fear, when the Soul is afraid to burn, not to ſin, is a judicial fqrc'd Impreſſion, 
the Character of a Slave ; but an ingenuous grareful Fear, that ſprings from the ſenſe 
of the Divine Goodneſs, is a voluntary Aﬀection becoming a Child of God, and che- 
riſh'd by him. 7he Fear of the Lord is his Treaſure. This Watchfulneſs muſt be uni- 
verſal againſt all Temptations to which we are incident by Proſperity : otherwiſe we 
ſhall be guilty of a like folly with thoſe that ſhut and fortifie one Gate, and leave the 


— 
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other open to the Enemy. And it muſt be as continual as our Temptations. Bleſſed is 


the Man that feareth always. 


' 5. A moderate uſe of worldly things, is an excellent preſervative from the Evil adhe- 
ring to them. 'Tis a Divine Bleſſing, to partake of the Gifts of God with Contentment 
and Tranquility, eſpecially 'tis ſweet to taſte his Love in them. God gives to a Man 
that is good in his fight, Wiſdom, and Knowledge, and Foy : That is, to uſe temperately 
and comfortably, outward Bleſſings. But the Fleſh is the Devils Sollicitor, and per- 
{wades Men with a freer Faticy, and looſer Afﬀections, to enjoy the World, than is con- 
ſiſtent with the Proſperity of their Souls. When Dzogenes obſerved with the many ſick 
and languiſhing Perſons, the Hydropick, Conlumptive, and other Diſeaſes, that came to 
the Temple of Aſculapius for recovery, and that after their Sacrifices they made a luxu- 
rious Feaſt, he cried out, Is this the way to recover Health? Tf you were. found, 'tis 
the ſpeedy and effeCtua! way to bring Diſeaſes, and being diſcaſed, ro bring Death to 


you. 'Tis applicable in a higher ſenſe; the intemperate uſe of ſenſual Delights, weak- 


ens the Life and Vigour of the Soul in a Saint, and certainly brings Death. to diſeaſed 

Souls, that habitually indulge their corrupt Afﬀections. The Apoſtle ſaith of the licen- 

tious Woman, She that lives in pleaſure, is dead while ſhe lives : An alluſion to a Torch 

that is conſum'd by its own flames. Senſual Luſts are cheriſh'd and pamper'd by Pro- 

ſperity, and the carnal Heart over-rules the whole Man. Our Saviour charges his Diſ- 

ciples to beware of ſurfe;ting and drunkenneſs. The indulging the lower Appctites, is 

Urentiz me natural to Men, but chiefly incident: to: thoſe in Proſperity. The great care of ſuch 

_ offs. ſhould be, to uſe worldly things with that modeſty and meaſure, that the Divine Parr, 

' the Soul, may be untainted by them : That it may neither over-yalue nor over-delight in 

them. The firſt degeneracy of Man is by ſenſual Satisfaction. This expell'd him from 

Paradiſe, and keeps him out ever ſince. The exceſs of Pleaſures darken the Mind, ſtu- 

Hoſ. 4. 11. Pifie the Conſcience, extinguiſh the radiancy and vigour of the Spirit. Wine and Wo- 

men take away the Heart. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of thoſe who are abandon'd to Pleaſures, 

they are paſt feeling ; without a quick and tender ſenſe of their Sin and Danger. Thar 
we may not in an unlawful degree uſe lawful things, we ſhould always be ordered b 

the Principles of Fear and Reſtraint, not indulging our ſelves to the utmoſt of what may 

. ſeem allowed : For to be upon the Confines of Sin, expoſes us to be cafily overthrown 

1 Cor. 7. 30, the next guſt of a Temptation. 'Tis a Divine Command, that Chriſtians ſhould rejoice, 

4 as tho' they rejoiced not,and buy as tho they poſſeſſednot ; and uſe the World as not abuſing it. 

A Chriſtian ſhould converſe with the World, as a carnal Perſon converſes with Heaven ; 

he prays for ſpiritual Bleſſings with that coldneſs, as if he had no deſire to obtain them ; 

he hears the Word with that carelefineſs, as if he had no deſire to profit by it ; he per- 

forms other Religious Durtics without a Heart, as if he had no deſire to be ſaved : Such 

an indifferency of Spirit in outward Enjoyments, is our Duty and Safety. . 'Tis a predi- 

* Omnis bw 210US Diſorder, and the great. * Cauſe of the Sins and Miſeries of Men, that their Af- 

-_ perver- fections are laviſhly waſted upon Trifles,. their Love, Deſires, and Delights are let forth 

well; & vrengis 32 Their full vigour to the Honours, Riches, - and Pleaſures of this World, bur are wretch- 

fru. Aug. edly remiſs to ſpiritual and eternal things. They would enjoy the World as their Hea- 

ven and Felicity, and uſe: God for their, Neceſlity. And thus by embracing vaniſhing 

Shadows, they loſe the moſt ſubſtantial and durable Good. Tis a Point of great Wil- 

_ dom- to conſider the ſeveral reſpes of temporal things, as they reſpe& our ſenſitive 

Parr, and the preſent Life, and as they reſpect our Souls and the future Stare : And to 


uſe them, that the outward Man may be a more active and ready Inſtrument of the 
Soul in working out our own Salyation. | 


Epheſ. 4. 19. 


6. Let the Favour of God, and Communion with him be moſt precious and joyful to 


us in the midft of Proſperity, The higheſt Eſteem and moſt raviſhing Apprehenſions of 


God, the deareſt Deligt in him as the moſt excellent ſuitable Good, and in whom the 


Soul has the moſt intinile Propriety, is the Honour duc to his incomparable Perfection. 
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The Danger of Profperity. 329 
The Holy Pfalmiſt often declares his tranſcendent Valuation, and inflamed Aﬀection to- . | 
wards God; How precious are thy Thoughts unto me, O God! (no artifice of Words could oping 
fully expreſs it) how great is the fum. of them ? If I ſhould count them, they are more in num- ' © 

| ber than the Sand; when I awake I am ſtill with thee. As if he breathed not oftncr than he 

| rhought of God with reverence and complacency. Thus alſo he deſpiſes all that carnal 

Men purſue with violent deſires, in compariſon of God's Favour, There be many that ſay, 


j | Who will ſhew us any Good ? that 1s, a ſenſual Good, for nothing it pleaſant to them, bur 


what appears in a fleſhly faſhion. Lord, lift thou up the light of thy Countenance upon us, Pl 4. 6, 7 
Thou haſt put gladneſs in my heart, more than in the time that their Corn and their Wine in- 
creaſed, The carnal Man, who is a ſtranger to ſpiritual Joys, has a ſweeter reliſh of 
carnal things, than a Saint that has a new Nature, that deads the Appetite to dreggy De- 
lights : And in the Vintage and Harveſt there is a Spring-tide of carnal Joy : yer David 
feels a more inward joy and cordial Contentment in the Fruition of God's Favour, than 
a natural Man has in the Flower of his worldly Felicity. Nay, he prizes the Favour _ .. 
of God before Life it ſelf, which is our moſt precious poſleſſion in this Worid.' 7hy Jo-Plal. 63. 
wing kindneſs is better than Life, therefore my lips ſhall praiſe thee. Communion with 
God is the beginning of Heaven, and differs from the tulneſs of Joy that is in the Di- 
vine Preſence above, only in the degrees and manner of Fruition. As the Bluſhes of the 
Morning are the ſame Light with the glorious Brightneſs of the Sun at Noon-day, The 
natural Man is averſe from this heavenly Duty, and moſt in Proſperity. Tis the Ob- 
ſervation of holy Job ; They ſpend their days in Wealth ; therefore they ſay toxthe Almigh- 
ty, Depart from us ; we defire not the knowledge of thy Ways, Tis the malignant Property 
\ . of worldly things, to deface the Notions, and cauſe a diſreliſh of ſublime and ſpiritual 
fk things. The Objects that pleaſantly affet the carnal Faculties, draw the Soul from 
God. This is the principal and univerſal Temptation of the preſent World, by the Cor- 
ruption of our Hearts, and never ſo dangerous as in our Proſperity. Tis a rule in Buil- 
ding, that chief care muſt be taken for the contriving of Windows, for the tranſmiſſion 
of a liberal Light to refreſh the Inhabitants. Now to build in a Plain where the Hea- 
vens are open on all ſides, and rhe pure Light ſhines, tis eafie to make the Houſe con- 
venient: But to raiſe a luminous Fabrick in a City thick ſer with Houſes, and ſtraitned 
] for room, requires Art, and the Building muſt be higher : "Thus a Perſon that is ſur- 
rounded with the Honours, Riches, and Pleaſures of the World, that ate ſo apt to dar- 
| ken the Soul, and to exclude rhe Influences of Heaven, has need of holy Skill to pre- 
ſerve 2 free communication with God, and to be always receptive of his Grace. Then 
| holy Duties ſhould be frequent and fervent, wherein the Soul aſcends to Godby raiſed 
deſires, and God deſcends into the Soul, by the Operations of his ſanQtifying and com- 
forting Spirit. And as we ſee in Nature, the Flowers of every kind open their Leaves 
to rhe rilng Sun, to be reviv'd with his vital Heat; ſo we ſhould every day open our 
Hearts to God in Prayer and Praiſes. And fince all his Mercies invite and condu@ us ro 
the bleſſed Author, and temporal Benefits are ſenſible Arguments of his Love; tholse « 
who moſt richly enjoy them, are obliged infinitely more to value and delight in the Gi- 
ver, than in the Gifts themſelves. If rhe Heart be ſet upon Riches, which 'tis very apt 
to be when they increaſe, or upon pleaſures, Godjis negleed and vilified ! And tho' many 
are not openly vicious and profane, yer ſo pleaſantly the things of the World infinuate 
into their Aﬀections, that they cannot zaſte how good the Lord is ; alad indication of their 
unregenerate ſtate : for the Divine Nature in a Saint, inclines him to God as his ſupream 
Good, his only Treaſure and exceeding Joy ; and as ſoon as he begins to breathe the 
Life of Holineſs, he dies to the Vanities of the World. And when Proſperity alienates 
the Heart from God, 'tis as ſurely deſtructive, as when ir draws forth the ſenſual Appetites 
into exorbitant and foul Aftions. A Conſiimption kills as ſurely as aCalenture. Thoſe 
who abuſe the Favours of God to impiety and luxury, throw themſelves headlong into 
L the bottomleſs Pit ; and thoſe who in their abundance are temiſs and cold towards God; 
| gradually deſcend thither : For God will not be out Joy for ever in Heaven, if he be not 
our exceeding Joy upon the Earth. | es be; i, 
| - But when in the midſt of Proſperity the Soul is fill'd with a noble Admitation of the 
| Divine Excellencies, when it taſtes incomparable more f{weerneſs in the Love of God; 
K rom whence outward Bleſſings are derived, than in the things themſelves, when the 
Ha chief Joy ariſes from the Contemplation of his Favour in Chriſt, whereby we are par- 
j don'd, and preferr'd to be his Brethren, Coheirs with him of the immortal and undefiled 
| Inheritance, then we know how to abound. Our Saviour commands his Diſciples not | Xe 
| tO rejoice that Spirits were ſubjet to them, tho an admirable Teſtimony of his Fayour, Luk. ro. 3 
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but that their Names wee written in Heaven. Much leſs ſhoyf this petiſhing World be Fr 
the matter of our Joy, in compariſon of our Title, and-the bleſſed: hope of Heaven. 
| X x 2 Spiriruat 
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i Tim. 6. 


Matt. 17. 
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Spiritual Joy purifies and forrifics the Soul againſt the inſnaringand corruprin & Allurements 


REDUCES © eas 


of the World. The Joy of the Lord is their ſtrength ; that of which. hc. is.the-Awthor 
and Object, is both productive and: preſervative of the Vigour of the Soul, ro reſiſt the 
Charms of the World. 'Tis ſaid of Orpheus, when he paſt by the Syrens, who by their 
charming Voices ſubducd Men to ſleep, and then deſtroyed them, That he played on 
his Harp, and the ſweet Sound made him deſpiſe their ſinging, and prevented the Dan- 
ger. The Fable is firly moralized : Joy in the Lord, as our Portion, and that infinire 
{wectneſs that is in communion with him, makes ſuch an impret{ion upon the Soul, thar 
the inſnaring and deſtructive Pleaſures of the World are abhorrd in compariſon with 
them. That firm Peace and pure Joy, paſſes the Underſtanding, our moſt comprehenſive 
Faculty ; whereas all rhe Plealures of the World do not ſatisfie our Senſes. | 


7. When Riches and Power are employed for the Glory of God and the good of others, 


they are a happy Advantage to thoſe that poſſeſs them. All Benefits are virtual Obli- 


- i . 
gations ; and the greater our Receipts are, the greater our Accounts will be. God has 


a ſovereign Right in all things we have, and they are not to be employed meerly for our 


Pleaſure or Profit, but according to his Will, and for his Honour. "Tis true, he enjoys 
his own Eternity, his own Glory and Blefſedneſs, to which there is no poſſibility of 
acceſſion : His eſſential Glory cannot be increas'd, bur his declarative Glory may be more 
manifeſted in the Eyes of Men ; and he ſtrictly requires that we ſhould ule his Gifts, ſo 
as to ſhew forth his Glory, to declare how highly we value his Glory, and how ardently 
we deſire and endeavour that others ſhould bleſs and praiſe him. Thus Men in high 
Dignity ſhould govern their Greatneſs ſo, as to make it ſublervient to this bleſſed End, 
that the Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, Juſtice, and Mercy of God, may be manifeſted in their 
Adminiſtration. And thoſe who enjoy a preſent Abundance, ſhould, according to their 
Capacity, relieve the Wants of others. The wile God has order'd ſeveral degrees in the 
Socicty .of Men, the Rich and Poor ; that the inequality may be an occaſion of the 
Exerciſe of Charity. And 'tis a ſpecial favour, that he is pleaſed to make ſome his Trea- 
{urers to diſpenſe his Benefits to his Family. Whilſt others can only be charitable in their 
compaſſionate Deſires, he gives to ſome an ability of diffuſive Goodneſs: and 'tis Inju- 
ſtice mixt with foul Ingratitude, not to pay that Tribute of which he has appointed the 
Poor to be his Receivers, not to abound in good Works, when from his moſt free and 
ſpecial Favour, he enables Men to imitate and honour him who is rich in Mercy. 'Tis 
more bleſſed to give than to receive. The preſent Reward is excellent: 'tis our Saviour's 
encouragement, Give Alms of ſuch things cn have, according to your Capacity, and be- 
hold all things are clean unto you. AS under the Law, by oftcring the firſt Fruits in the 
Temple, the whole Harveſt was conſecrated and bleſs'd ; fo by a charitable Diſtribution, 
the Rich have a pure and comfortable Enjoyment of their Eſtates. And the Re- 
ward hereafter will be glorious by infinite Degrees, exceeding the moſt coſtly and libe- 
ral Charity. *Tis the Encouragement uſed by the Apoſtle, Charge them that are rich in 
this World, that they do good, that g's be rich in good Works, ready to diſtribute, willing 
to communicate ; laying up in ſtore for t emſelves a good foundation for the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal Life. Some by corrupt Prodigality waſte their Eſtates, are 
profuſe as the Sea ; ſome heap up Riches as the Sand, and both muſt be reſponſible to 
the Righteous Lord, who will ſeverely call them to an account for the abuſe of his Bleſ- 
ſings. - But thoſe Who according to their utmoſt ability honour him with their Subſtance, 
and by their Charity and Beneficence open the Hearts and Lips of many in Thankſgi- 
vings to God, ſhall be accepted and rewarded from the Divine Mercy. 

Eſpecially doing good to thoſe whom God loves, who bear his Tmage, who are pecu- 
liarly related to him, ſhall have an excellent Reward. - The Apolile rells us, That ſome 
by entertaining Strangers, received Angels : The honour is incomparably greater, that 
in relieving the Godly, Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord of Angels, is fed and cloathed in his Mcm- 
bers. And at the laſt Day he will publickly own thoſe Acts of Mercy as done to him- 
ſelf: Then he will give to the contented Poor the Crown of Patience, and to the chari- 
cable Rich , the Crown of Liberality. 1nfſhort, Riches and Honour, Power and Proſpe- 
rity, are Temptations to the Carnal, that draw forth their Luſts,. and inercaſe their Guilt 
and Miſery ; but to wiſe and fairhful Chriſtians, they are Talents improved for their 
Maſter's Honour, and their own everlaſting Good. 


8. A firm Reſolution to part with all Poſſeſſions and Dignities, when God's Honour, 
and the Teſtimony of his Truth requires it, is an excellent Antidote againſt the Evil of 
Proſperity. God doth ſometimes call forth his Servants to hard Trials, to declare witli 
More Strength and Evidence their Love ro his Name, their Zeal for ady ancing his Glory : 
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Satan is an. irreconcileable Enemy to God and his Saints ; and inſpires the perverted 
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onthe his own Malice againſt them. Rage has no Reaſon : The Jews would cx- 


communicate the blind Man, becauſe he ſaw, and aſcribed the Glory of the Miracle to 
our- Saviour: and Lazarus muſt die, becauſe he was raiſed from the Grave. Now when 
a Chriſtian is prepared. for this noble Act of Self-denial, to forſake all things when 
his Duty -to Chriſt requires it ; this preſerves him from the inſnaring Temptations of 
Proſperity. | 

'Tis obſervable, the ſame Divine Diſpoſition of Soul, makes us temperate in the 
uſe of preſent Abundance, and patient in the Loſs of it. The low eſteem of carthly 
things, joyn'd with the lively hope of Heaven, renders the Enjoyment of the World lets | 
delightful, and the Loſs of ir more tolerable. The Philoſopher and Courtier fays of, Mow" 
himielf, that he always in his Proſperity kept a great diſtance berween his Aﬀections magnum. he- 
and Riches with Honours ; and in the change of his ſtate, they were rather taken eaſily 5: iraq; ab> 
away, than rent from him. According to the temper of the Mind, the difference is as pore Faus fin 
ſenſible in the parting with outward things, as between clipping the Hair, and tearing it Senec. Con]: 
off with violence. Nav, the Glory of Heaven does fo eclipſe the faint and fading luſtre  H%: 
of this World, that a Believer not only patiently but chearfully makes the exchange of | 
the one for the other. Moſes preferred Afﬀidtion with the People of God before the Crown Heb. 11. 
of Egypt, becauſe of the Reward above that was in his view. . And the Chriſtian Hebrews 
took joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods, knowing that they had in Heaven a better and an 
enduring ſubſtance. The bleſſed Hope will preſerve us from being foild by Proſperity 
when it ſurrounds us, and from ſinking in Adverſity. Like Mertyllus his Shield, that 
ſecurd him in the Field, and fav'd him being Shipwrack'd ar Sea, by wafting him to rhe 
Shorc. 


Laſtly, Earneſt and conſtant Prayer to God for Divine Grace, is a ſovereign means to . 
nes thoſe who are in Proſperity from rhe Danger that attends it.. 7 know how to a- Phil. 4. 
ound, ſays the Apoſtle; and immediately adds, 7 can do all things through Chriſt that 

ſtrengthens me. Supernatural Strength in an eminent degree is requiſite to keep us entire —. 
and upright in the dangerous conflict with the pleaſant Temptations of the World : and &lizeu cum 
that Strength is derived from Chriſt, and obtain'd by humble Prayer. "Tis St. Auſtin's yg > 
Obſervation, That El;/ha wanted a double portion of Elijak's Spirit, becauſe he was in aicare prophe- 
publick Honour; and expoſed to a more dangerous Trial, and extraordinary Grace was i denn bs: 
neceſſary for him : But Elzas was under continual Perſecution. The Trees that are expos'd - anblags 452 
to ſtorms, are ſtrong and firm ; but thoſe in the ſunny Vallies are brittle and eafily blown 
down. We are directed to ask Wiſdom of God for the governing of our ſelves in Af- 
fictions, that in patience we may poſſeſs our Soul}, and the turbulent Paſſions may nvt 
cauſe rebellious Diſorders, but the ſanAtified Mind may uſe Afflictions for our ſpiritual 
and etern?] Good. And 'tis as neceſſary to beg Heavenly Wiſdom for governing our 
lelves in Proſperity, that when Temptations are frequent, and favourd by - our joyful 
AfﬀeCtions, which are equally vehement and exorbitant as the ſad Aﬀections, Reaſon 
may keep the Throne, and manage Proſperity, fo as we may obtain our bleſſed End. 
Such is the Malice of Satan, that he inceſſantly deſires leave to remprt us, and love to our 
Souls ſhould make us pray cantinually fot confirming Grace againſt his Temprarions. 
Briefly, if the good things of this World make us more humble and holy, more fearful 


ſecutus. 


to offend God, and careful to pleaſe him; if they are Motives to renew our Homage 


and Thankfulneſs to him, if they are uſed in ſubordination to his Glory, they are the 
Teſtimonies of his preſent Favour, and the Pledges of our furure Felicity. Our bicf- 
jed Saviour keeps the beſt Wine for his obedient Friends till the laſt. 
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But there 1s Forgiveneſs with thee, that thou mayſt be feared, 

+ —x— HE Pſalmiſt, in the firſt and ſecond Verſes, addreſſes to God with earneſt 
 - - + Deſires for: his ſaving; Mercies: ,Our -of the Depths have I cried to thee, 

., O Lord: Lord hear my Voice: let thine Ear be ittentide to my Supplication. 
He humbly deprecates the ſeyere- Inquiry of Diyine Juſtice ; ver. 3; {f Ver: 3- 
+ 5. thou, Lord, ſhouldjt-mark Iniquities ::0 Lord, who Jhall tand? If God fliould 
with an exact Eye obſexve our: Sins, and call ns to an account, Who can ſtand in Judg- 
'ment2 who canendure that fiery Trial ? -The beſt Saints, tho' never ſo innocent and-un- 
blameable in the ſight of Men, tho' never ſo vigilant and watchful over their Hearts and 
Ways, are*not exemipted:from-the Spots of humane Frailty, which according to the'Ri- 
-gour of the Law, would expoſe them to a condemning Sentence. ' He relieves and ſup- 
-ports. himfelf under. this fearful Apprehenſion with the Hopes of Mercy : But there is 
 Forerveneſs. with thee, that thou mayſt be feared. . Tis in thy Power and thy Will, to par= 
don repenting and returning Sinners, that thou mayſt be feared.-The Fear of God in Scrip- 
ture ſignifies the humble holy Reverence of him, as our heavenly Father: and Sovereign, 
that makeg us cautious leſt we ſhould offend him,..and careful to pleaſe. him. ' For this 
Reaſon the Fear of God is comprehenſive of all Religion, of the whole Duty of Mar, to 
which it is introductiye, and is a principal Ingredient in it. The Clemency and com- 
paſſionate Mercy of God is the Cauſe of an ingenuous filial Fear, mix'd with Love and 
Afﬀiance in the Breaſts of Men. Other Attributes, his Holineſs that fram'd the Law, 
Juſtice that ordain'd the Puniſhmenr.'of Sin, Power that-inflids it, render his Majeſty 
terrible, and caule a Flight from him. as an Enemy. If all maſt periſh for their Sins, no 
Prayers or Praiſes will aſcend to Heaven, all Religious Worſhip will ceaſe for ever : Bur 


his tender Mercy ready to receive- humble Suppliants, and reſtore them to his Favour, 
Tenders him-amiable and admired, and draws us near to hin , _, 


There are two Propoſitions to be conſidered in the Verſe: 

1, Thar Forgiveneſs belongs to God. 

2, That the forgiving Mercy of God is a powerful Motive of Adoration and Obedi- 
ence, I propound to diſcourſe of the firſt, and to touch upon the ſecond in the Appli- 
cation. | ep mh hare 

In managing the Point with Light and Order, 'tis requiſite to conſider ; 1/7, What is 


containd in. Forgiveneſs. 2dly. The Arguments. that demonſtrate that Forgiveneſs be- 
longs to God. ets, ORE | 


1. What is contained in Forgiveneſs. This neceſſarily ſuppoſes Sin, and Sin. a Law 
that is violated by it : The Law implies a Soyereign Law-giver, to whoſe declared Will 
Subjetion is due, and who will exa&t an Account in Jud ent of Mens Obedience or 
Diſobedience ro his Law, and diſpenſe Rewards and Pardons accordingly. God by 
the cleareſt, Titles. is our Xing, our Law-giver and Judge :. For he'is our Maker and Pte- 
{eryer, and conſequently has a full Propriety in us, and abſolute Authority over us :./and 
by his ſovereign and ſingular Petfedtions is qualified ro govern us. A derived Being is 
Yy | - neceſſarily 


y 


P Mt 


_— - ; 


336 SER MO ns of the F orgiveneſs of S1NSs. 


——__ 4 oa 2 


<n_—_—_ 


neceſſarily it a State of Dependance and Subjeftion. All the Ranks of Creatures in the 
World are order d by their Maker ; his Xingdom rules over all. Thoſe in the loweſt de- 
 gree of BeinS are ordefd by Power,, Senfitive Creatures are 'detFimin'd by. the Impul- 
ſes of Nagyee to their Actians ; for having no Light to diftingþiſhiþerweer moral Good 
, and Fvil, (they haye no,Choiee, and are incapable of xeceiyinga LaS. Intelligent Crea- 
tures, endowed with judicious and free Faculties, an Underſtanding to diſcern between 
motal Good and Evil, and a Will ro chooſe or rejet what is propounded to them, are 
capable of a Law to dire and regulate their Liberty: 
To Man 2 Law was given by the Creator, (the Copy of his Wiſdom and Will) that 
has alt thePerfeQions of -a Rule : 'Tis clear and compleat, injoining what is-effentially 
« good, ind forbidding what is eſſentially evil. God governs Man conveniently to his 
Nature : Afid no Service is pleaſing to him bur-the Reſult of our Reaſon and Choice, 
the Obedience of our ſupreme leading Powers. Since the Fall, the Light of the Under- 
ſtanding compared with the bright Diſcovery it afforded of our whole Duty in our Ori- 
ginal Srate, is either like the Twilight of the Evening, the faint and dim-Remains of 
the Light of the Day, when Night draws a dark Veil oyer the Wotld, or like the dawn- 
ing of the Morning, when the riſing Sun Hegins to ſcatter the Darkneſs of the Night. 
The latter Compariſon I think is merequſt”amd' regular; for 'ris ſaid, that the Son of 
God enlightens every Man that comes into the World, The innate Lg dilcoyers there is 
a ſtrejght;Line of Tent regulare our Judgment, and a ftreipght Line of Vetrde' ro re- 
gulare our Actions. Natural Conſcience is a Principle of Authority, direfting us to 
chooſe and praCtiſe Vertue, and to avoid Vice; and according to our Neglect or.Com- 
pliance with its/DiQates-refles upon us. 'Tis hardly preſumable- that any are ſo pro- 
digiouſly wicked; as not tb be convinc'd of the natural Reftitude 'in things: they can 
diſtingaiſh-berween wiat'is Fair and what is fraudulent'in Dealings, and' acknowledye in 
the general, and. in judging of others, the Equity of things, 'tho' they elude the Force | 
of the Cenviftion in t bl 1 pr pong 'to themſelves. Now fitice common Reaſon diſco- 
vers there is a cortitnon -Rile, there tit Be a cofhmon Judge to-whom Men are accoun- 
rable for the Obliquity 'or Conforinity of their Actions to that Riile. The Law 6f God 
is revealed in its Purity and' PetfeQtion in the Seripture. 10 266. | 
- . The Law binds firſt to Obedience, and in neple of 'it to Pitiiiſhment. Sin is defin'd 
by St. Fohn to be. the Tran greſion of the”Law. The Omiſſion of 'Whar is commanded, 
. or doing what is forbidden, 'is a Sin: Not only the Luſts that' break forth into Action 
and Evidence, but inward Inclinations, contrary to the Law, are Sin. From hence re- 
ſults a Guilt upon every Sinner, which includes the Imputation of the Fault, and Obli- 
-gation to Putiſhment, There is a natural Connexion between the Evil of Doing, and 
the Evil of Suffering : the Violation of the Law is juſtly revenged by the Violation of 
the Perſon that breaks it. It is an impoſſible Imagination, that God ſhould give a Law 
hot enforc'd with a Sanction. This would caſt a Blemiſh upon his Wiſdom, for the Law 
would cancel it ſelf, and defeat his Ends in giving it : It would refle& a high Diſhonour 
upon his-Holy Majeſty, as if fe were indifferent with reſpe& ro Vertue or Vice, and 
diſregarded our Reverence or Rebellion againſt his Authority. The Apoſtle declares, 
that all the World are become guilty before God ; that is, juſtly chargeable with their 
Crimes, and liable ro his Judgment. The Act of Sin 1s tranſient, and the Pleaſure va- 
niſhes ; bur the Guilt, if not pardoned and purged away, remains for ever in the Records 
of Conſcience. The Sin of Judah 7s written with a Pen of Iron, and with the Point of a 
Diamond; it is graven on the Tables of the Heart. When the Books of eternal Life and 
Death ſhall be opened at the Laſt Day, all the unpardoned Sins of Men, with their kil- 
ling Aggravations, will be found written in indelible CharaRers, and ſhall be ſer in order 
before their Eyes, to their Confuſion: The righteous Fudge has ſworn he will forget none 
of their Works. According to the Number - and Heinouſneſs of their Sins, a Sentence 
ſhall paſs upon them : No Excuſes ſhall ſuſpend the Judgment, nor mitigate the imme- 
diate Execution of it. ANCE | | | 
\ The Forgiveneſs of 'Sins contains the Abolition of their Guilt, arid Freedom from the | 
deſerved Deſtrution conſequent to ir. This is expreſs'd by various Terms in Scripture. 
Pardon relates to ſoine Damage and Offence which the oftended Party may ſeverely vin- 
dicate. Now altho' the bleſked God in ſtriftneſs of ſpeaking can receive no Damage by 
rebellious Creatures, being infirtitely above the Impreſſion of Evil : yer as our Saviour 
ſpeaks of one thar looks upon a Woman with an impure Deſire, that he has committed 
Adultery with tree in his Heart, tho' the Innocence of the Woman be uiiſtained ; ſo the 
Sins of Men, being Acts of foul Ingratirude againſt his Goodneſs, and notorious Un- 
righteouſneſs againſt his Authority, are in a Senſe injurious to him, which he might juſtly 
tevenge upon them, but his Clemency ſpares them. The not imputing Sin is borrowed. 
| | from 
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from the Accounts of Servants with their Maſters ; and implies the. Account we are 6bli- 
ged to render the ſupreme Lord for all his Benefirs which we have ſo, wretchedly miſim- 

roved : he might righteouſly exact of-us Ten thouſand Talents that are due to him, : but 
he is graciouſly pleaſed to crols the Book, and freely'to diſcharge us. : 'The purging from 
Sin, implies tis very odious and offenſive in God's Eyes, and has a. ſpecial.reſpect to the - 
expiatory Sacrifices, of which tis ſaid, that without Blood there was no Remiſfon. This was 
typical of the precious Blood of the Son of God that purges the Conſcience from dead 
Works; from the deadly Guilt of Sin that cleaves to the Conſcience of the Sinner. By 
the application of his Blood the crimſon Guilt is waſh'd away, and the pardoned Sinner 
is accepted as one pure and innocent. 


— 


2. IT ſhall next demonſtrate, that Forgiveneſs belongs to God. This will be evident 
by the following Conſiderations: Ee EY 
1/2. 'Tis the high and peculiar Prerogative of God to po Sin,, His Authority 
made the Law, and gives Life and Vigour to it, therefore he can remit the Puniſhmenr % 
of the Offender. This is evident from the Proportion of humane Laws : For tho' ſub- 
ordinate Judges have only a limited Power, and muſt acquit or condemn according to 
the Law, yet the Sovereign may diſpenſe with it. This is declared in Scripture by God 
himſelf: 7, even I am he, that blots out thy Tranſgreſſions for my name ſake: He repeats ir 1 43. 
with an Emphaſis. He is proclaimed with this Royal Title ; The Lord, gracious and mer- 
ciful, pardoning Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion and Sin. Tis a Diſpenſation of Divine Sovereign- 
ty to pardon the Guilty. ; IE | 
'Tis true, God pardons as a Father, according to that molt gracious Promiſe, 7 w3l/ Mal. 3. 
ſpare them, as a Father ſpares his Son that ſerves him ; but as inyeſted with the Dignity 
of a Sovereign. Our Saviour directs us, in the. perfect Form of Prayer diQtated to his 
Diſciples, to pray to God for the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, as our Father fitting in Hea- 
ven upon a high Throne, from whence he pronounces our Pardon, His Majeſty is 
equally glorious with his Mercy in that bleſſed Diſpenſation. His Royal Supremacy is 
more conſpicuous in the Exerciſe of Mercy towards repenting Sinners, than in the Acts 
of Juſtice upon obſtinate Offenders. As a King is more a King by the pardoning hum- 
ble Suppliants by the Operation of his Scepter, than'in, ſubduing Rebels by the Power 
of the Sword : For in Acts of Grace he is above the Law, and over-rules its Rigour, in 
Acts of Vengeance he is only ſuperiour te his Enemies. ' - ,, | ( | {gh 
'Tis the peculiar Prerogative of God to pardon Sin. The Prophet challenges all the _ 
reputed Deitics of the Heathens as defeive in this Royal Power: Who is a God like Mic. 7. 
unto thee, pardoning, Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, and Sin > The Phariſees faid true, Who ran for- 
give Sins but God only 2 For 'tis an At of Empire, [The judicial Power to pardon is a 
tlowcr inſeparable from the Crown: for tis founded in a Superiority to. the Lay, there- 
fore inconſiſtent with a depending Authority. A Creature is as incapable of the Supre- 
macy of God in pardoning Sin, as of his Omnipotence to create a World :. for they are 
both truly infinite. Beſides, the Power of pardoning Sins, neceſſarily implies an univer- 
{al Knowledge of the Minds and Hearts of Men, which are the Fountains of their Acti-. 
ons : and according to their Ingrediency the moral God or:Evil of them. riſes. , The more ; 
deliberately and wilfully a Sin is committed, the Sinner incurs a greater Guilt, and is 
obnoxious to a more heavy Puniſhment. Now no Creature.can dive into the Hearts of 
Men: They are naked and open to the phro Eye of God alone. Add farther, the aurho- 
ritative Power to pardon, has neceſſarily annex'd to. it 'the' ative Power, of diſpenſing 
Rewards and Puniſhments. Now the Son of God alone has the Keys of Life and Death 
in his Hands. * ; 5 1-186 Ca 4 OP 
It may be objefted, That our Saviour declares, that the Son of Man has Power to' for- 
gzve Sins. The Anſwer to this will be: clear by conſidering, there are two Natures in 
Chriſt ; the Divine Nature, that originally belongy ta.him, and is'proper to his Perſon ; 
and the Humane Narure, which is as, it were adoptive, and was yoluntarily aſſumed. 
Now the Divine Perſon is the ſole Principle and Subject of. this Royal Dignity, bur 'tis 
cxerciſed in its ConjunCtion with the humane Narture; /and attributed ro the Son of Man: 
PG As in the Humiliation of Chriſt, the Principles of his Sufterings, and the actual 'Suffer- 
| ings, arc ſolely in the humane Nature, but upon the. Account of the perſonal Union, 
they are attributed to the Divine Perſon. "Tis ſaid; The Lord of Gloty was crucified, and 
the Blood of God redeemed his Church. i EGS OR OT ES 
The Church of Rome, with high Preſumption, arrogates ro their Prieſts a. judicial 
Power of forgiving Sins: And by the eafie Folly of the People, and crafty Deceir of 
their Inſtructors, exerciſe a Juriſdiftion ,over Conſcience. - To avoid the Imputation of 
Blaſphemy, they pretend there is a double Power X Forgivitg, ſupreme and TL 5 
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the firſt belongs to God, the other ,is delegated by Commiſſion to the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. Bur this is ant irreconcileable Contradition : for the Power to Arey iS af 
EfMux of Supremacy, and incommunicable to! the Subject. A Prince thar inveſts ano- 

ther with an abſolute Power to pardon, muſt either relinquiſh his Sovereignty, or take 

an Aſſociate to ſhare in it. This Pretence of the Papiſts is ſuch a lame Evaſion, 25 that 

which they are forced ro make uſe of to clear themſelves from the Charge of Idolatry in 

their Worſhip of Angels and Saints : Their Excuſe is, Thar their Worſhip of Angels and 

Saints is inferfour in degree, and imperfetly divine ; as if there could: be different De- 

grees in Divine Worſhip, which 1s abſolutely and neceſlarily Supreme. The Miniſters 

of the Goſpel have only a declarative Power, as Heralds or Embaſſadors, to propoſe the 

Terms of the G6ſpel for the obtaining Pardon, and to apply the Promiſe of Pardon to 

choſe who appear qualified for it. Bur to pronounce an diſpence Pardon, they have no 

judicial Authority : for 'Tis not preſumeable that the wiſe God ſhouid inveſt Men with 

that Authority which they are utterly incapable to exerciſe. 

2dly. God is ready to forgive. The Power to pardon without an Inclination to ir, 
affords no Relief in the Agonies of an, accuſing Conſcience, and the Terrors of eternal 
Judgment. The merciful Will of God declared in his Word, is the Foundation of our 
bleſſed Hope, and' encourages, us in our Requeſts before his Throne : For thou Lord art 
good, and ready to forgrve, and plenteous in Mercy unto all that call apon thee. 

The Attribute of which Pardon is an Emanation, is uſually expreſt by Grace and 
Mercy. 'Tis ſaid, the Grace of God that brings Sabvation has appear d unto all Men : We are 
ſaved by Grace. Grace implies free Fayour. There is 1n this reſpe& a Difference be- 
tween Love and Grace. Love may be ſet upon an Ohyect worthy of it. The primary 
Object of God's Love is himſelf, whoſe excellent and amiable PerfeCtions are worthy of 
infinite Love. The Love of Parents to Children is a Duty moſt clearly natural, and 
Duty leſſens the Deſert of performing it ; bur Grace is excluſive of all Merit and Dig- 
nity in the Subje@, and of all Obligation in the Perſon that ſhews it. God's moſt free 
preventing Grace is exerciſed without any Motive in us that deſerves it. 

The Grace 6f God may be conſider'd as exerciſed in our Creation and our Redempti- 
on. In the Creation it was abſolutely free : for Angels and Men were in the State of 
Nothing, there was only a Poſſibility of their Being. Now there could be no attractive 
Merit before their Exiſtence. 'Tis true, Goodneſs is glorifted and crown'd by commu- 
nicating : The World is a bright Eflux of the Divine Glory ; but this does not leſſen 
the free Goodneſs of the Maker. There was no Conſtraint upon God to make the 
World for his declarative Glory : for his effential Glory is truly infinite, and wants no 
external Appcarance to make it compleat. The Univerſal Church pays humble Homage 
to the Great Creator ; acknowledging, that for his Will and Pleaſure all things were created. 

The Divine Goodneſs tro Angels and Man in their Original Purity, was Grace : for 
altho the Image of God ſhining in them was attractive of his Port Bo and Accept- 
ance, yet. they deſerved no Benefits from hini: there is fuch an infinite Diſtance and 
Diſproportion between God and the Creatures, that they cannot by a common Righr 
claim any thing as due from his Majeſty. Beſides, he is the productive and conſerya- 
tive Cauſe of all their ative Powers, and the Efficacy of them. 

The creating Goodneſs of God is eclipsd in the Compariſon with his ſaving Grace. 
The firſt ſuppoſes us without any Deſerts of his Favour, but this ſuppoſes our excecd- 
ingly bad Deſerts: The firſt was free, but this is merciful and healing Grace. Mercy 
revives and reſtores us when deſervedly miſerable. This Grace and Mercy is of ſo pure 
a Nature, that the moſt tender humane Inclinations to relieve the Afﬀictcd, are mix'd 
with Self-intereſt, compared with the Mercy of God towards us. Our Bowels relent, 
and AﬀeCtions are melting at the ſight of Perſons in deep Miſery. Bur there is an inward 
and unvoluntary Conſtraint of Nature that excites ſuch feeling Reſentments : and our 
Compaſſion is moved by RefleQion upon our felyes, conſidering that in this open State 


we are liable to many Diſaſters atid wounding Sorrows : bur God is infinitely free from 


all diſturbing Paſſions, and exempted from all poſſible Evils. To repreſent the immenſe 
Love and Mercy of God in its endearing Citcumſtances, and to demonſtrate his Readi- 
neſs to forgive, we mult conſider whar he has done in order ts his pardoning Sinners. 
1. If we conſider God as the ſupream Lawpiver and Judge of the World, as the Pro- 
tector of Righreousneſs and Goodneſs, and the Revenger of all Diſorders in his moral 
Government, it became him not to pardon Sinners without the puniſhing Sin in ſuch 2 


- manner as mightfarisfie his injur'd Juſtice, and vindicare the Honour of his deſpited Law, 


and declare moſt convincingly his Hatred againft Sin. Now for theſe great Ends he de- 
creed to ſend his Son from his Boſom, to afſume'our Nature, and to ſutfer the contume- 
lious Calamity of rhe Death on the Croſs, to make a Propitiation for our Sins. This 
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was the Contrivance of his Wiſdom, which the moſt enlightned Angels had no preſaging 
Notions of, Now can there be a more clear Evidence and convincing Reality, that God 
is ready to forgive Sins, than the giving his only begotten Son, a Perlon fo great and fo 
dear, the Heir of his Love and Glory, to be a Sacrifice, that he might {pare us » Tn this 
Diſpenſation Love was the regent leading Attribute, to which his Wiſdom, Juſtice and 
Power were ſubordinate : they were in cxerciſe for the more glorious Iliuſlration of his 
Mercy. We have the ſtrongeſt Argument of God's Loye in the Death of his Son, for 
our Pardon was the end of it. From hence 'is evident, that God is more willing to dif- 
penſe his pardoning Mercy, than Sinners are to reccive it. Ot, 

2. God s Readineſs to forgive appears in. the gracious and eafic Terms preſcribed in 

the Goſpel for the obtaining Pardon. There arc two ways of Juſtification before God, 
and they are like two Ways to a City : One is direct and ſhort, bur deep and unpaſſa- 
ble ; the other lies in a Circuit, but will bring a Perſon ſafe to the Place. Thus there 
is a Juſtification of an innocent Perſon by Works, that ſecures him from rhe Charge of 
the Law ; and a Juſtification of a Sinner by Faith in our all-ſufficient Saviour. The firſt 
was a ſhort Way to Man in the State of Integrity : the ſecond, ſuch is the Diſtance of 
the Terms, takes a Compaſs. There is a ſhorter Paſſage from Life ro Action, than 
from Death ro Life. There is no Hope or Poſſibiliry of our legal Juſtification. The X 
Apoſlle faith, That which the Law could not do in that it was weak through the Fleſh, God Rom. 8. 
ſending his own Son in the Likeneſs of finful Fleſh, and for Sin condemned Sin in the Fleſh. 
The Expiation of Sin, and renewing us into the Tmage of God, are obtained by the 
Goſpel. The Law is called, the Law of Sin and Death: which muſt be underſtood not 
as conſider'd in it ſelf, but relatively to our depraved Nature. The Law ſuppoſes Men 
ina State of uncorrupted Nature, and Was given to be a Preſervative of our Holineſs and 
Felicity, not a Remedy to recover us from Sin and Miſery. It was direRtive of our Du- \ 
ty, bur ſince our Rebellion the Rod is turh'd into a Serpent. The Law is hard and im- 

crious, ſevere and inexorable, the Tenor of it is, Do, or die for ever. It requires a 
Righeocalnel entire and unblemiſh'd, which one born in Sin cannot produce in the 
Court of Judgment. Man is utterly unable by his lapſed Powers to recover the Favour 
of God, and to fulfil his Obligation by the Law to Obedience. . But the Goſpel diſco- 
vers an open, eaſie Way to Life, to all that will accept of Salvation by the Redeemer. 
The Apoſtle expreſſes the Difference between the Condition of the Law and, the Goſpel . - 
in a very ſignificant manner. | Moſes deſcribes the Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, that Rom- 10. 
' the Man that does thoſe things ſhall live in them : But the Righteouſneſs which is of Faith 
ſpeaks on this wiſe, Say not in thine Heart, Who ſhall aſcend into Heaven, that is to bring 
down Chriſt from above; Who ſhall deſcendl into the Deep, that is to bring Jeſus Chriſt again 
from the dead? But what ſaith it > The Word is nigh thee, that if thou ſhalt confeſs with 
thy Mouth, and ſhalt believe in thy Heart, that God hath raiſed him from the Dead, thou 
ſhalt be ſaved. The meaning of the Apoſtle is, that things in Heaven above, or in the 
Depths bencarh, are of impoſſible Diſcovery and Artainment, ſo 'tis equally impoſſible 
to be juſtified by the Works of the Law. The anxious Sinner ſeeks 1n vain for Righ- 
reouſneſs in the Law, which can only be found in the Goſpel. Ef, 

Ir may be objected, that the Condition of the Law, and the Condition of the Goſpel, 
compared relatively to our deprav'd Faculties, are equally impoffible. The carna] Mind 
and Aﬀections are as averſe from Repentance and receiving Chriſt as our Lord and Sa- 
viour, as from obeying the Law. Our Saviour tells rhe Jews, Te will not come to me- 
that ye may have Life : and no Man can come to me unteſ$ the Father draw him. Which 
Words are highly expreſſive of our utter Impotence to believe favingly in Chriſt. Bur 
there is a clear Anſwer to this ObjedGtion ; rhe Difference between the two Diſpenfations 
conſiſts principally in this: The Law requires compleat- and conſtanr Obedience as the 
Condition of Life, without affording the leaſt ſupernatural Power to perform it. But 
the Goſpel has the Spirit of Grace a Concomitant with'it,, by whoſe Omnipotent Effi- 
cacy Sinners are revived, and enabled to comply with the Terms of Salvation. The Spi- 
rit of the Law is ſtiled the Spirit of Bondage from its rigorous Effe&ts : Tr diſcover'd Sin, 
and terrified the Conſcience, wirhout implanting a Principle of Life that might reſtore 
the Sinner to a State of Holy Liberty. As the Flame in rhe Buſh made the Thorns in 
it viſible, without conſuming them ; ſo the fiery Law diſcovers Mens Sins, but does nor. 
aboliſh them : But the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chrift Feſus, i. e. the Goſpel, has freed 
us from the Law of Sin and Death. T will more particularly conſider the gracious Terms 
preſcribed in the Goſpel for the obtaining Pardon ; Repentance towards God, and Faith in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The requiring of them is: not an arbitrary Conſtitution, but 
founded in rhe unchangeable Nature and Congruity of things. Repenrance ſignifies a 
fincere Change of the Mind and Heart from the Love and Practice of Sin, to the Love 
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and Practice of Holineſs, upon Evangelical and Divine Mortives. The principal Ingre- 

dients in it arc, RefleQions with Grief and Shame upon our palt Sins, with {tedfalt Re- 

ſolutions of future Obedience..., 'Tis a vital Principle productive of Fruits ſutable to it : 

'Tis call d Repentance from dead Works, Repentance unto Life. Tis the Secd of new Obe- 

dience. Repentance in order of Nature is before Pardon, but they arc infeparably 

Pat. - join'd inthe ſame Point of Time. Davzd is a bleſſed Inſtance of this : I ſaid IT will con 
ate, feſs my Tranſgreſſions to the Lord, and thou forgaveſt the Iniquity of my Sin. The Summ 

fuke 24 and Tenour of the Apoſtles Commiſſion recorded by Sr. Luke 1s, That Repentance and ; 
2 Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preached in the Name of Chriſt to all Nations. Thar a repentanr 

Sinner only is qualified for Pardon, will be evident in conſidering, OO, 

3. That an impenitent Sinner 1s the Object of revenging Juſtice ; and tis utterly in- 
conſiſtent that pardoning Mercy and revenging Juſtice thould be terminated upon the 
ſme Perſon at the ſame time, in the ſame reſpect. . Tis ſaid, 7 he Lord hateth all the 
Workers of Iniquity ; and his Soul hates the Wicked. The Expreſſion implics the intenſe 
Degrees of Hatred. In the glorious Appearance of God to Moſes, when proclaim'd 
with the higheſt Titles of Honour, 7he- Lord God, gracious and merciful, pardoning Ini- 
quity, T1 ranſgreſfon and Sin, tis added, he will by no means ſpare the Guilty, 7..e. 1Mpent- 
rent Sinners. We mult ſuppoſe God to be of a changeable flexible Nature, (which is a 

; blaſphemous Imagination, and makes him like to ſinful Man) if an impenitent Sinner 
may be received to Favour without a Change in his Diſpoſition. God cannot repent of 
giving a holy Law, the Rule of our Duty, therefore Man muſt repent of his breaking 
the Law before he can be reconciled to him. The Truth is, Man conſider'd merely as 
4a Sinner is not the Object of God's firſt Mercy, 7. e. of Pity and Compaſlion: for as 
ſuch he is the Object of God's Wrath; and tis a formal ContradiCtion to aſſert that he 
is the Objc& of Love and Hatred at the ſame time, and in the ſame reſpet. But Man, 
conſider'd as God's Creature, involv'd in Miſery by the Fraud of the Tempter, and his 
own Folly, was the Olye& of God's Compaſſion ; and the Recovery of him from his 
forlorn wretched State, was the Effect of thar Compaſſion. __ 

2. Tho Mercy conſider'd as a ſeparate Attribute might pardon an impenitent Sinner, 
yet not in Conjunction and Concord with God's cfſential Perfeftions. Many things are 
poſſible ro Power abſolurely conſider d, which God cannot do: For his Power is always | 
directed in its Exerciſe by his Wiſdom, and limited by his Will. It would diſparage 
God's Wiſdom, ſtain his Holineſs, violate his Juſtice, tro pardon an impenitent Sinner; 
The Goſpel by the Promiſe of Pardon to ſuch, would foil it ſelf, and fruſtrate its prin- 
cipal End which 7s to purifie us from all Iniquity, and to make us a People zealous of good 
Works. | : | 

3. If an impenitent Sinner may be pardoned as ſuch, he may be glorified : For that OY 
which qualifies a Man for Pardon, qualifies him for Salvation : And the Divine Decree | 

Rom. 8. Cllabliſhes an inſeparable Connexion between them ; Whom God juſtifies he glorifies. If 
a Sinner dies immediately after his Pardon is paſt, nothing can intercept his being re- 

ccived into Heaven. Now this is utterly impoſſible ; the excluſion of ſuch is peremp- | 

tory and univerſal, for without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee God. The Admiſſion of an im- 

penitent Sinner into Heaven, would pollute that holy Place, and unconſecrate the Tem- 

ple of God wherein his Holineſs ſhines in its Glory. | | 

Ir is objected by ſome, that the requiring Repentance ro qualifie the Sinner for Par- * 
. don ecliples rhe Grace of the Goſpel. - | 
I wwling acknowledge, thar a religious Jealouſie, leſt the Freeneſs and Honour of Di- = 
vine Grace in our Pardon ſhouid be lefſen'd,. is very becoming a Chriſtian ; bur 'tis ill- . 
grounded and ill-guided in this Matter. This will be evident by conſidering ; 2. 
1/7. Repentance is an Evangelical Grace, the Gift of the Redeemer: Him has God | 

raiſed to be a Rrince and a Saviour, to give Repentance and Forgiveneſs of Sin. The Law + 

did not allow of Repentance, nor promiſe Pardon. The Deſign of it was to keep us in 

the Favour and Communion with God, but afforded no Mcans of Reconciliation after 
our offending him. Repentance was no Degree of Perfection before Man's Fall, bur is 

a Relief of his ImperfeCtion after it. The Law call'd the Righteous to Obedience, the 

Foipe! calls Sinners ro Repentance. NT TO Tn. I 
24ly. There is no Cauſality or Merit in Repentance to procure our Pardon, The F 
Mercy of God for the moſt precious Merits and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt is the only | 
Cauſe of Pardon. A Flood of repenting Tears, an Effuſion of our Blood, are of too 
low a Price to make any SatisfaQtion to God, to deſerve a Return of his Favour. The 
moſt ſincere Love of Holineſs, and ſtedfaſt Reſolution to forſake Sin, which is the prin- 
cipal part of Repentance, can be no Satisfaction for our paſt Offences, for 'tis the natu- 
ral Duty of Man before the Commiſſion of Sin : Repentance is only a yital Qualification 
in the Subject that receives the Pardon. | 3ly. The 
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zdly. The Grace 'of. God. is very, conſpicuous. in diſpenſing Pardon, according to the 
Ordet of the Goſpel to Fepenl -;Sinners., Kor: firſt, Repentance renders the Divine 
Mercy moſt honourable in the Effeem, of thoſe who partake of it. Our Saviour tells us, 
The whole need not a Phyſician, but thoſe who are fick. He that, feels his Diſeaſe, and.is 
ſtrongly apprehenſive-of its Danger, values the, Counſel and, Aſſiſtance of a Phyſician 
above all Treaſures, The repenting Sinner who is under the-ſtrong Conviftion of his 
Guilt, and his being always obnoxious to the Judgment of God, and eternal Miſcry the 

\ Conlequent of it, he values the Fayour of God-as the moſt ſovereign Good, and ac- 
EB counts his Diſpleaſure as the ſupreme Evil, Repentance inſpires flaming AﬀeCtions in 
our Prayers and Praiſes for Pardon. The repenting Sinner prays for Pardon with as 
much Fervency as Daniel pray din the Den, to be preſerved from the deyouring Lions 


Ls 


or 2s Jonab pray d; out of the; Belly of Hell for Deliverance. He addreſſes. not with Jonkb 2. 
faitdt but fainting Deſires for Mercy ; Give me Pardon, or I die. The inſenſible Sinner 
that is ſecure in the Shadow of Death, may offer ſome verbal Requeſts for. Pardon, but 
his Prayer is defeGive -in the Principle: for he neyer feels, the Want of a Pardon ; he 
prays ſb coldly, as if unconcern'd whether he be accepted or no.. And with what a Rap- 
ture of Admiration, and Joy, and-thankful Aﬀections, doth the pardon'd Penitent mag- 
nifie the Divine Metcy? The Chriſtian Nzobe that was melted into repenting Tears loved 
much, becauſe much was forgiven her. kh Fl Wis, | 
- 2. This Eſtabliſhment; that Repentance qualifies a Sinner for Pardon, is moſt beneficial 
to Man, and conſequently moſt illyſtrates pardoning Mercy. We muſt obſerye, that 
Sin does not only. affe&t us with Guilt, but leaves an inherent Corruption 'that defiles 
and debaſes the Sinner, -and ſtrongly inclines him to relapſe into Rebellion. Now Re- 
pentance gives the true Repreſentation of Sin in its penal Conſequences, the Anger of 
| the Almighty, the Terrors of Conſcience, and makes it evident and odious tb the Soul: 
| | David had a piercing Conviction What a foul Sin Adultery was, when his Boxes were 
broken,  Repenting Sorrow firikes at the Root of Sin, the Love of Pleaſure, . This 
makes us fearful to_ offend God, and; ro fly all the alluring Temptations that will betray 
us to Sin. - 'This makes:us:obedjens,] | The melted Meral is receptive of any Form. Con- 
trition .is j9in'd with Reſignation: Lord, what wilt thou have me to do Was the Voice 
if 6; og 46 07 bog gt Do AG LL oh, HI, THR 166 
It may be olyedted, that: we xtad, God juſtifies the Ungodly, but. the Aniwer is clear. 
. The Apoſtle does not intend by the Ungodly, an impenicent Sinner, : but makes the Op 
polition berweeti the Utgbdly,and one: that perfeRly obeys the Law, and is conſequently 
juſtified by Works : And in'this Senſe the moſt excelletic Saints here are ugod!y. Befides, 
che Apoſtle does not aſſert that God abſolutely pardons the Ungodly, but qualifies the 
| Perſons #4 him that worketh not, but; believeth on him that juſtifies the Ungodly, | his Faith 
| is counted for Righteouſneſs. Now juſtifying Faith and Repentance are ſike. Zamar's 
Twins : Repentance. is ;firſt felt, and then Faith exerts ir ſelf in applying the Merirs:of 
Chriſt's Dearh for our Pafdon. |; / ;. | : w_ 
It is replied by ſame, that all Grace is communicated from Chrift, as our Head, and 
| ſuppoſes our Union with him, of which Faith is the vical Band, and conſequently the 
firſt Grace,, by which all other Graces are derived rogus. M51 


| To this I anſwer, there 'are two-Means of our Union with Chriſt : The principal is 
the quickning Spirit deſcending from Chriſt as the Fountain of the ſupernatural Life, anti 
a lively Faith: wrought in us by his pare and poyrafal Operation, that aſeends: fronzus 
and cloſes with him. Tis ſaid, the ſecond Adam was made « quickning Spirit : and;he 
; that is join'd fo the' Lord is one Spirit;;, As the Parts of rhe _natura} Body are united by 
f the viral Influence of the ſame Soul. that- is! preſet .in. the whole ; ſo we are united-ro 
| | __ , Chriſt by the Holy Spirit that was given to him without theaſufe, and from his Fulaebs * 
| is derived to us. Tis clear thetefore beyond all ContradiQtion, rhaBFaith is nvt_ ante- 
cedently requiſite, as the means of conveying all Graces to us from Chriſt. ,, | «1 
2. There are Two Ads of Faith + the firſt reſpeRs the General Offer of Pardon in 
the Goſpel to all repenting believing; Sinners :, The Second is the Application of the *> «4 
Promiſe of Pardon to the-Soul. The Furſt is antecedent to evangelical Repentance The 
Second is clearly conſequent in the Qrder of ' Nature, for the Promiſe affures Pardon 
only to the weary and heavy laden that come to Chriſt for Reft. £3: Tea ary 
In ſhort, there is a perfet Agreement and Sympathy berween Reaſon and Divine 
Revelation in this Dorine, thar God pardons only the repenting Sinner. The conttary 
Aſſertion is an Impeachmedof the Rectirude of his Nature, -and directly contrary to the 
Deſign and Tenour of the Goſpel. If a Man-be juſtified as un odly, the, Evangdlical 
Command of Repentance for the Remiſſion of Sins is uſeleſs ahd unprofitable.  'What'a 
pernicious Influence upon PraQtice this PoQtrine-may have, is obvious to any: a 
| t er 
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CONTI 


Jam. 3. 10. 


Luke 2: 


x Tim. 1. 


Ia 6. 


'Twas propheſied by Enoch, Behold the Lord comeswigh 'ten thouſanit Saints to "Fudge all 
that are ungolly for their ungodly Deeds; which they have ungodlily committed.” Now as 


| derir. I ſhall only add, if God pardons Men as ungodly, How ſhall he indge' the World) 


S. James argues againſt the Perverſeneſs of Men; whe from the ſame Mouth proceeds Bleſſug 
and Curfing'; Doth. a Fountain ſend forth ſweet Water and bitter? This Inſtance is ihcompa. 
rably more ſtrong with reſpect to God than to'Mer.,'''Tis more <onſiſtefir and conceive 
able that'a'Founrain ſhould ſend forth freſh Water ahd Salt, than tharthe holy and rightc 
ous Ged, in whoſe Nature there is not the leaſt Diſcord, ſhould: juſtific ſome as ungyd. 
ly, and condemn orhers as ungodly for ever. te 6b LG 010 2. 

2. Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Evangelical Condition of- our obtaining. Perdon. 
This will appear by conſidering the Nature of Faith. Saving Faith is an unfeigh d Per- 
{waſion of the/Power, and Deſire of Chriſt ro ſave Sinners, thar' induces 'the Soul t6 
receive him, and rely on him, as he is offerd in'the Goſpel. We are aſſur'4 of his Alt- 
ſufficiency, and of his compaſſionate Willingneſs to fave us; He 7s able to ſave to the 
wtmoſt all that come'to God by him. Our Saviour declares, Whoever comes to him,. he will 
in no wiſe caſt oat. Faith' is ſeated in the whole 'Soul, and according to the Truth and 
tranſcendent Goodneſs of the ObjeR, produces the'moſt precious and ſacred Eſteem of 
it in the Mind; and the moſt joyful Conſent and Choice'of it inthe Will. According- 
ly a ſincere Believer embraces entire Chriſt as a Prince and a Saviour, and is as willing 
to be govetn'd by his Scepter, as to eps upon his Sacrifice. Acceptance and. Reli- 
ance are the eſſential Ingredients of juſtifying Faith.-' This is.the DoCtrine of the Ever. 
laſting Goſpel. The Angel declared this to the Shepherds : Behold, 7 bring you Tidings 
'of great Foy, which ſhall be to all People ; for to you 1s born this Day, in the City of Da- 


vid, a Saviour, which. is Chriſt the Lord. This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all *Ac- 


ceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt is come "into the World to ſave Sinners, of whom T am chief. 
Faith is indiſpenſibly neceſſary to our obtaining Forgiveneſs. | Faith is the Channel 
wherein-the precious Iſſues of his Blood- and: Sufterings' are conveyed to us. To' make 


more evident how pw ay gracious a Conditibn Faith in-the Redeemer is, ' for -out 
| Pardon, T will briefly conſid 


er the Foundation of the: Covenatitof *Life'in the Goſpel. 
After Man -had'plunged: himſelf into Damnation; \God' having /deereed, ' that 'without 
Satisfaction there ſhould be no Remiſhon of his Sin; and the Sinner being utterly 'incap- 
able of enduring ſuch a Puniſhment ih degrees, as might be truly fatisfactory, it nec, 

rily followed, he muſt ſuffer a Puniſhment equivalent 'in Duration. To prevent this, 
there was'no poſſible way but by admitring a Surery, who. ſhould repreſent the Sinner, 
and in his ſtead ſuffer the Puniſhment due for Sin. A threefold Conſent:was requiſite in 
this Tranſaction. Tad x. * Ga, PL SOA COOy PULCAS. 41 
-*:(1.) The Conſent of the Sovereign, *whoſe Law was violated, and Majeſly deſpiſed: 


—_ 


| For as there is a natural Diſtin&tion between Perſons,” and between the Adions,of Per- 


ſons, ſo there muſt be' between the Recompences' of thoſe AQtions :' Conſequently the 
Sinner is obliged to ſuffer the Puniſhment in his own Perſon. From hence 'tis'clear, that 
the Punifhment cannot be transferr'd to another without 'the Allowance of the Sovereign, 
who is the Patron of the'Rights of Juſtice. TE 7 
(2.) The Conſent of the Suregy is requiſite : for Puniſhment-being an Emanation of 
Juſtice cannot be inflifted on an innocent Perſon, without his voluntary interpoſing to 
fave the Guilty, A Surety 1s legally 6ne Perſon with the' Debror : otherwiſe the Credi- 
tor' cannot exact, by the Rule of Right; the Payment from him, which is fix'd by the 
Law upon the Perſon of the Debtor. ; 
(2.) Tis as clear, that rhe Conſent of the Guilty is requiſite, who obtains Impuni- 
ty by the vicarious Sufferings of another.” For if he reſolves to-bear his own Guilt, and 
wilfully refuſes to. be freed by the interpoſing of 'anothier berween him and the Puniſh- 
ment, neither theJudge nor the Surety -can conſtrain him to ir. Now all theſe concur 
in this great Tranſaction. -As the Creation of Man was a Work of ſolemn Counſel, Lez 


= 


#s make Man, fo his Redemption was the Product 'of the Divine Counſel. I may al- 


lude to what is repreſented to us in the Viſion of the Divine Glory to'the Prophet {ſazah : 
Fx. heard the Lord ſaying, Who ſhall I ſend, and who will go for us? Then ſaid I, Here [ 
am, ſend me. Thus the Riſe of our Salvation was from the Father. He makes the In- 
quiry, Who ſhall go for us, to recover fallen Man ?* The Son interpoſes, Here / am, ſend 


me. The Father from his Sovereignty and Mercy'appointed and accepted the Mediator 


and Surety for us. Ir was no part of the Law given in Paradiſe, that if Man ſinned, 
he ſhould die, 'or his Surety ; but it was an Act of God's fie Power as ſuperiour to the 
Law, to appoint his Son to be our Surery, and to dic in our ſtead. And the Aſpe@ of 
the Law upon a Sinner being withour Paſſion, it admits of SatisfaCtion by rhe Sufferings 
of another. *'Tis ſaid in the Goſpel,"God ſo loved the World, fo above all Campariſon 


and 
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and Comprehenſion, that he gave and ſent his only begotten Son into the World, that the 
World through him might be ſaved. The Son of God, with the freeſt Choice, did inter- 
poſe berween the righreous God and guilty Man for that end. He willingly left his So- 
vercign Scat in Heaven, eclips'd his Glory under a dark Cloud of Fleſh, degraded him- 
ſelf into the Form of a Servant, and ſubmitted to an ignominious and cruel Dcarh for our 
Redemption. When he came into the World, he declared his full Content, with a Nore 
of Eminency : Sacrifice aud Offering thou  wouldſt not, but a Body haſt thou prepared me : 
Then ſaid I, Lo T come to do thy Will, O God. Upon this Conſent- of the Father and the 
Son, the whole Fabrick of our Redemption 1s built. Tis the Refſultance from it, that 


the Execution of Juſtice on Chriſt is the Expiation of our Sins, and by his Sufferings 
the full Price is paid for our Redemption. There is a judicial Exchange of Perſons be- 


eween Chriſt and Believers, their Guilt is transferr'd ro him, and his Righteouſneſs is 
imputed to them. He made him to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that we might be mail 
che Righteonſneſs of God in him. His active and paſſrye Obedience, his Doing and Dy- 
ing are as truly accounted to Believers for their Acceprance and Pardon, as if they had 
meritoriouſly wrought our their own Salvation, = LHRH Tos. a 
The Sinner muſt give his Conſent to be ſaved by the Death of Chriſt upon the Terms 
of the Goſpel. This Conſtitution is grourided'-upon the eternal Articles between the 
Father and the Son in the Covenant of Redemption. Our Saviour declares, that God 
gave his Son, that whoſoever believes in him, ſhould not periſh, but have eternal Life. 
Notwithſtanding the full Satisfaction made for our Sins, yet without our Conſent, 7. e. 
ar} applicative Faith, no Benefit could accrue ro us. He dwells in our Hearts by Faith : 
aad by that vital Bard of our Union we have Communion with him in his Dearth, and 
as entire an Intereſt in all the bleſſed Benefits purchaſed by ir, as if whatſoever he did 
and ſuffered had heen for us alone. Ze is a Propitiation by Faith in his Blood. Of this 
full Conſent of rhe Sinner, there is an excellent Example in the Apoſtle : He expreſſes 


2 Cor. ;. 


it with the greateſt Ardency of AﬀeCtion ; 7 count all things but Dung that I may win Phil. 3; 


Chriſt, and be found in him, not having mine own Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law, but 
that which is through the Faith of Chriſt. Like as a _—_ inſolvent Debtor, ready to be 
caſt into a perpetual Priſon, longs for a Surety rich and liberal, to make Payment for 
him : Thus St. Paul defird to be found in Chriſt, as an all-ſufficient Surery, thar he 
might obtain a Freedom from the Charge of the Law. 0G BLOT | 
The Eſtabliſhment of the Goſpel ctliat Faith be the Coridition of out Patdon,ſo that none 
can be juſtified withotir it, is from pure Grace. The Apoſtle afligns this Reaſon why 


all Works arc excluded, thoſe performed in the State of Nature, br by a Printiple of 


Grace, from being the procuring Cauſe of out Salvation, that ir is to prevent Vain- 
glory in Men that would reſult from ir. Tou are ſaved by Grace, through Faith, and that 
not of your ſelves : It is the Gift of God. The Pardon of Sin 1s a principal Part of our 
Salvation. He poſitively declares, that Juſtification 7s therefore of Faith, that it might 
be by Grace. If Juſlification were to be obraind by a Condition of impoſlible Perfot- 
mance, it were no Favour to offet that bleſſed. Benefit to us: Bur ir being aſſur'd to a 
Believer that humbly and thankfully acceprs of ir, the Grace of God is ekceedihgly 
glorified. To make this more clear, Faith may be conſidered as a productive Grace, or 
a receptive : As a productive, it purifies the Heart, works by Love ; atid in this Con- 
ſideration we are not juſtified by it. Faith hath no Efficiency in our Juſtificatidn, 'ris the 
ſole Act of God : But Faith as a receptive Grace, that embraces Chriſt with his preci- 


_ ous Merits offer'd to us in the Promiſe, entitles us to Pardon. And in this way Divine 


Grace is exalted : for he that entirely relies upon the Righreouſneſs of Chriſt, abſo- 
lutely reriounces his own Righteouſneſs, arid aſcribes i» ſo/iaum the obtaining, of his 
Pardon to the Clemency and Fayour of God, for the ſake of the Mediator. 

3- That God is ready to forgive, is fully proved by many gracious Declarations in 
his Word, the infallible Expreſſion of his Will. We are commanded to ſeek his Face for 


Epieſ. 2. 


Rom. 4. 


ever, his Favour and Love: for the Countenance is the Chryſtal wherein the Aﬀections 


appear. Now all the Commands of God aſſure us of his approving and Acceptance of 
our Obedience to them : it follows therefore, thar 'tis very pleaſing to hint, that we 
pray for the Pardon of our Sins, aid that he will diſpenſe it, if we pray,in a duc man- 
ner. When he forbad the Prophet to pray for 1ſrael, ir was an Argument of decreed 


Ruine againſt them : Pray not for this People, for I will not htar thee. To encourage our Jer. 5; 16. 


Hope, God is pleaſed ro dire us how to addreſs our Requeſts for his Mercy: He di- 


res Iſrael, that had fallen by Iniquity, to take Words, and turn to the Lord, and ſay unto Hoſ. 4: 


him, Take away all Iniquity, and receive us graciouſly ; fo will we render the Praiſe of our 
Lips. To this is added a ſolemn renouncing of thoſe Sins that provoked him to Anger. 
His gracious Anfwer follows, 7 will heal their Backſlidings, I will love them EO. If a 
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SERMONS of the Forgiveneſs of S1Ns. 


1 John r. 


Heb. 6. 18. 


| Joh. 8. 24+ 


Hoſ. 11. 8. 


Prov. 1. 


—— 


Prince draws a Petition for an humble Suppliant to himſelf, tis a ſtrong Indication that 
he will grant it. God joins Intreaties to his Commands, to induce Men to accept this 
Mercy. The Apoſtle declares, Now then we are Embaſſadors for Chriſt : as tho God did 
beſeech you by us, we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead be reconciled to God. Aſtoniſhing Good- 
neſs! how condeſcending, how compaſſionate ! The Proyocation began on Man's part, 
the Reconciliation is firſt on God's. That the King of Heaven, whoſe Indignation was 


 incens'd by our Rebellions, and might juſtly ſend Executioners to deſtroy us, ſhoul4 
{end Embaſſadors to offer Peace, and beſecch us to be reconciled to him, as if ir were 


his Intereſt and not ours, is a Mercy above what we could ask or think. With Com- 
mands and Intreaties he mixes Promiſes of Pardon to encourage us to come to the 'Throne 
of Grace : Whoever confeſſes and forſakes his Sins, ſhall find Mercy. This Promile is 


ratified by the ſtrongeſt Aſſurance : If we confeſs our Sins, he ts faithful and juſt t9 
forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Unrighteouſneſs. The Pardon of a repent- 


ing Sinner is the Effect of moſt free Mercy, but tis diſpenſcd to the Hononr of God's 
Faithfulneſs and Juſtice, who is pleaſed ro engage himſelf by his Promiſe to do it. And 
tho! the Word of God be as ſacred and certain as his Oath, for tis impoſſible for him 
to change his Will, or to deccive us in the one as well as the other: Yet to overcome 
the Fears, to allay the Sorrows, and fatisfic the Deſires of repenting Sinners, he was 
pleaſed ro annex his Oath to the Promiſe, which is the moſt infallible Character and 
Note, that the Bleſſing promiſed is unchangeable. & +; | 

He adds 'Threatnings to his Invitations, that Fear which is an\gtive and ſtrong Paſſj- 
on, may conſtrain.us to ſeek for his Mercy. Our Saviour faid ro the Jews who did 
blind and harden themſelves in their Infidelity, If ye believe not that ] am he, the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah, and come to me to obtain Life, ye ſhall die in your Sins. The Threatning 
implies a State final and fearful, beyond all Expreſſion ; for they who die in their Sins, 
ſhall dic for them to Eternity. Hell is the ſad Manſion of loſt Souls, fil'd with extreme 
Wrath and extreme Deſpair : And where Deſpair is without Remedy, Sorrow is with- 
out Mitigation for ever. From hence we may be convincd, how willing God is to par- 
don and lave us, in that knowing how we. are intangled with. pleaſant Sins, he reveals 


to us what will be the eternal Conſequence of Sins unrepented and unforgiven, a Pu- 


niſhment above all the Evils that are felt or feard here, and above all the Patience and 
Strength of Sinners to endure. | 

If Men yield themſelyes to the Call of his Word without, and of his Spirit within, 
and humbly accept of the Terms of Mercy, 'tis very pleaſing to him. We are aſſurd 
by Jeſus Chriſt, who is Truth, that there is Foy in Heaven over one Sinner that repents, 
more than over ninety nine Perſons that need no Repentance. God himſelf declares with a 
ſolemn Oath, chat he delights not in the Death of a Sinner, but rather that he ſhould turn 
and live. The Holineſs and Mercy of God are two of his moit Divine Perfections, his 
peculiar Glory and Delight. Now what can be more. pleaſing to that moſt pure and 
compaſſionate Being, than to ſee a ſinful Creature conform'd to his Holineſs, and ſaved 
by his Mercy 2 If the internal Joy of God, wherein he is infinitely bleſſed, were capa- 
ble of gew Degrees, it would riſe higher in the Exerciſe of his forgiving Mercy. There 


1s a clear Repreſentation of this in the Parable of the Prodigal : Ar his Return his Fa- 


cher received him, with a Robe and a Ring, with Muſick and a Feaſt, rhe ſigns of Joy 
in its Exaltation. Bur if Sinners are hardned in Obſtinacy, and notwithſtanding God 
is fo willing to pardon them, are wilful to be damn'd, with what Variety of Paſſions 
docs he expreſs his Reſentment 2 He incarnates himſelf in the Language of Men, to 
make them underſtand his AﬀeCtion to them. Sometimes he expoſtulates with a tender 
Sympathy, Why will ye die ? as if they were immediately falling into the bottomleſs 
Pit. He expreſſes Pity, mixd with Indignation, ar their choſen Folly and Ruine ; How 
long ye fimple ones, will ye love Simplicity, and Fools hate Knowledge 2 What ReluQtancy 
and Regrer does he expreſs againſt proceeding to exterminating Judgments ? How ſhall / 
give thee up, Ephraim? How ſhall I deliver thee, Iſrael? Flow ſhall 1 make thee as Admah ? 
How ſhall I ſet thee as Leboim? Mine Heart is turned within me, my Repentings are kind.- 
led together. With what a melting Paſſion does the Son of God foretel rhe decreed 
Deſtruction of Feruſalem, for rejeQing their Saviour and Salvation! When he came near 
he beheld the City and wept over it, ſaying, If thou hadſt known, at leaſt in this thy day, 
the things that belong to thy Peace! but now they are hid from thine Eyes. Like a mild 
Judge that pities the Man, when he condemns the Malefactor. 

Thoſe who interpret ſome Expreſſions of Scripture, that God laughs at the Calamity of 
the Wicked, and mocks when their Fear comes, andis inexorable to their Prayers, in ſuch a 
Senſe as evacuates moſt gracious Declarations of. God, to induce Sinners to repent and 
believe for their Salvation, they draw Darkneſs out of Light: for thoſe Threatnings 87 

directec 
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- (diretcd againſt ubſtinate Rebels that fruſtrate the moſt powerful Methods of Mercy; 
and reject the Call of God, in the Day of his Grace; and by way of Retaliation, their 
Prayers arc ineffectual, and rcjeted in the Day of his Wrath. And that he is fo highly 
anl irreconcileably provoked for their deſpiling his Mercy, 1s a certain Indication how 
/ highly he would have been pleaſed with their humble accepting it. Let none then b 
' 4 vile and wretched Suſpicion, that God s repeated Calls to Sinners to return and live; do 
not ſignify his ſerious Will, detract from the Glory of his Goodneſs, and blaſpheme his 
unſpotted Holinefs. His excellent Greatneſs ſecures us of his Sincerity. Why ſhould 
the glorious Majeſty of Heaven court deſpicable Creatures to be. reconciled? We are in- 
finite Deſcents below him, and no Advantage can accrue to him from us. "Temporal 
Princes may be ſwayed hy intereſt to ſend falſe Declarations to Rebels in Arms, to reduce 
| them ro Obedience : But what can the moſt High gain by our Submiſſion or loſe by our 
| Obſlinacy ? Counterfeit Kindneſs proceeds cither trom the Hope of ſome Good, or the 
| Fear of ſome cvil: and of both God is abſolutely uncapable. We are all obnoxious to 
his ſevere Juſtice: There is no occaſion that he ſhould intend by the gracious Offer of 
Pardon, to aggravate the Sin and Sentence of thoſe who refuſe it. Whoſoever with 
Heart breaking Sorrow, and unfeigned Hatred of his Sins, ſeeks for Pardon by the Me- 
| diator, he ſhall find his Experience of ſparing Mercy equal to the higheſt Expreſſions of 
| it in Scripture, and excceding all his Thoughts. ; 
| 4. It appears, that God is ready to pardon, in thar he is ſo flow to puniſh. Tho! all 
the Divine Artributes are equal in God, and there is an intire Agreement between them, 
&F ycr there is a Difference in their external Operations. S. John declares, God is Love ; 
that ſignifies his communicative Goodneſs, the Exerciſe whereof is more free and plea- 
ſing to him than the Acts of revenging Juſtice. He does not afflit willingly the Children Lam. 3. 
* of Men. His mercy in giving and forgiving flows as Warer from a Fountain : Acts of 
Juſtice are forc'd from him (like Wine from the Grapes) by the preſſing Weight of our 
Sins. In the firſt Day of Judgment a Saviour was promiſed before the: Curſe was 
threatned. Notwithſtanding ſinful Men break his Laws, and trample on them before 
= his Face; they refit, and grieve, and quench his Spirit: Yet he delays the Execution of 
Judgment, that his Long-ſuffering may lead them to Repentance. This will appear by con- 
ſidering that God's forbearing Sinners is not, 1. For want of Diſcovery of their Sins, 
Humane Juſtice may ſuffer a guilty Perſon to eſcape Puniſhment for want of clear Evi- 
| dence, bur this caſe is not incident to the Juſtice of Heaven. God is Light with reſpe& 
| to his Purity and Omniſcience. His fiery Eye pierces through the thickeſt Darkneſs 
wherein Sins are committed, and all the Arts of Concealment uſed to cover them. He 
ſees all the Sins of Men with the Eye of a Judge; AU things are naked and open before 
| his Eyes with whom we have to do. Therefore 'tis ſaid, God wzll require what is paſt, and 
| will obſerve what is to come, in order to Judgment. 2. 'Tis not from a defe of Pow-. 
| er that the Wicked are ſpared. Great Princes are ſometimes hindred from the Exerciſe 
of Juſtice, when the guilty Perſon is ſupported by a prevalent Party againſt them: for 
the Power of a prince is not in himſelf, but in thoſe who are his Subjects. Thus David 
was conſtrained to ſpare Foab, after the Murder of Abzer, becauſe of his Intereſt in the: 
Army ; The Sons of Zerviah were too hard for him, he feard their rebellious Reſiſtance. 
But the Power of God is inherent in himſelf, and depends upon no Creatures: O Lord, 
be exalted in thine own Power. He fears none, and is to be feard by all. With one 
Stroke of Omnipotency he can deſtroy .all his Enemies: for ever. He can with more 
Eaſe ſubdue the moſt ſtubborn Rebels, than we can breath... His Strength is equal to his 
Authority, both are truly infinire. 3. The Guilty are ſpared ſometimes from the vici- 
ous Partiality of Princes to their Favourites, or a wretched Neglect of Juſtice : But the 
| high and holy King is without reſpect of Perſons : He hates Sin with a perfe& Hatred, 
and is angry with the Wicked every. day. The Scripture gives an Account why Execu- 
tion is reſpited : The Lord ts not ſlack, (as ſome Men count Slackneſs) but- is long-ſuffer- 
Ing to us ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repentance. 
He waits to be gracious, and ſpares Men in order to their Salyation. . 

5. It appears that God is ready to forgive, in that upon the firſt Suit of humble an 
penitent Believers he preſently pardons them. Tf we conſider how long Men continue 
in a Courſe of voluptuous or profitable Sins, how many Repulſes to the Offers of Mer- 
cy they are guilty of, it might juſtily be expected, that God ſhould with Diſdain reject 

tacir Petitions, or not be intreated without a long Exerciſe of Repentance, and con- 
tinued, ſubmiſſive, and carneſt Solicitations for his Mercy. Burt the King of Heayen 
keeps no State, the Throne of Grace is always open and acceſſible co humble Penitents : 

When their Hearts arc prepar'd, his Ear is inclin'd to hear them. David, atter his com- 
; miſſion of very foul Sins, and long continuing in a State of Impenitency, yet upon his 
| za melting 
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melting in the Senſe of his Wickednels and Reſolution, to humble himſelf by a mourn- 
ful Acknowledgment of it, he was reſtor d to the Divine Favour. I ſaid [ would confe}s 
my Sins, and thou forgaveſt the Iniquity of my Sn. Repenting Fphraim is an admirable 
Inſtance of Gods relenting Bowels to Sinners : [ have ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning 
himſelf ; Thou haſt chaitiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed as a Bullock unaccuſtom d to the Toke : 
Turn thou me, and I ſhall be turned; for thou art the Lord my God. Surely after Þ was tur - 
ned, I repented; and after that I was inſtruited, 1 ſmote upon my Thigh ; [ was aſhamed, yea 
even confounded, becauſe I did bear the Reproach of my Touth : Is Ephraim my dear Soy 2 
ts be a pleaſant Child 2 .for fince I ſpake againſt him, I earneſtly remember him ſtill: therefore 
my Bowels are troubled for him; I will ſurely have Mercy on him, faith the Lord, The 
Prodigal upon his Reſolution to return to his Father, and debaſe himſelf as utterly un- 
worthy of being reccived as a Son, While he was in the way, his Father ſaw him at a di- 
ſtance, and ran to him, fell on his Neck and kiſs d him, and entirely forgave his paſt Rebel-_ 


lion. The Sou!-wounded Publican ſaid, Lord be merciful to me a Sinner, and was juſli- : 


fied rather than the proud Phariſee. 

6. 'Tis a convincing Argument, that God is ready to forgive Sin, in that he affords 
Grace to Men to preparc them for his Pardoning Mercy. Repentance and Faith are ſacred 
Plants that do not ſpring from our Earth, but have their Roots in Heaven. God gives Re- 
pentance unto Life. Faith is not of our ſelves, 'tis the Gift of God. In our corrupt State 
Sin is natural to Man, and hath entirely poſlefs'd all his leading Faculties. The carnal 
Mind is Enmity againſt God, and judges according to the carnal AﬀeCtions which de- 
praye it. The Will is rebellious, and ſtrongly inclin'd to charming Luſts: Temptations 
are ſo numerous and delightful, that Sinners will venture to be miſerable for ever, to 
enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin that die in the taſting. 'Tis true, ſuch are the inviolable 
Inclinations of the humane Nature to Happineſs, that no Man can love undiſguiſed 
Death, nor chooſe Damnation for it ſelf: yet the Aﬀection to Sin is ſo over-ruling, 
that rhey will not forſake it tho' complicated with Death. The Wiſdom of God tells us, 
Thoſe that hate me love Death, 4. e. confiruQtively. Our Saviour compaſllionately re- 
proves the Jews, Te will not come« to me that ye may have Life. This is the Caule of 
their remaining in a State of Guilt for ever. 

Now ſuch is the Mercy of God, that he gives his Spirit, to aſſiſt Men by his illumi- 
nating, preventing, reſtraining and exciting Grace, to forſake their Sins, that they 
may be laved: and if they did faithfully improve the lower degrees of Grace, (though 
they can claim nothing by right) he would from his good Pleaſure afford them more 
Grace: but they arc ſo averſe from God, and ſtrongly bent to the preſent World, that 
they ſo long refiſt the pure Motions of Grace in their Hearts, till the Gales of the 
Spirit expire, and revive no more; , according to that terrible Threatning, My Spirit 
ſhall no longer ſtrive with Man, for he is Fleſh. 

Beſides the common Grace afforded to natural Men, there is a Super-effluence 
of Grace beſtowed upon ſome to convert them, which infallibly obtains its end. Thoſe 
who are the Patrons of Free Will methinks ſhould allow thar God is Maſter of 
his own Will, and the free Diſpenfer of his own Grace. This ſpecial Grace works 


powerfully, yer conveniently, to the reaſonable Nature. There is no Charm ſo 


iweet., no Conſtraint ſo ſtrong, as the Operation of it : For the Underſtanding 
1s convinced by fo clear and ſtrong, a light of our being undone for ever without God's 
pardoning Mercy, that his Loving-kindneſs is better than Life; and this is repreſented 
to the Will with that powerful Application, that the Will certainly chooſes it. When 
there is a Wayering and Indifferency of the Will to a propounded ObjeR, 'tis either 
from ſome Defects in the Obje&, or in the apprehenſion of it: bur when the ſupreme 
Good is ſo repreſented, that it fills all the Capacities of the Soul, the Will as certainly 
embraces it, as one that is burnt up with Thirſt, and near a cool Stream ſtoops and 
drinks to quench it. The Holy Spirit, who knows the manner of his own Operations, 
expreſſes the Efficacy of them in the Reſemblances of the Creation and ReſurreCtion, 
wherein the Divine Power cannor be fruſtrate - yet is fo congruous to the Frame of 
Man's Nature, that the Freedom of the Will is then in its moſt noble Exerciſe : Men 
are drawn to Chriſt by the Teachings of God ; not by over-ruling Violence upon their Fa- 
culties, but by InſtruQtion and Perſwaſion ſutable to them. 
Now from hence 'tis evident that all the Perſons in the Godhead concur in beſtowins 
this admirable Bleſſing, the Pardon of our Sins : they all willingly join in this undivided 
Work, tho' with difterent Operations. The Father pronounces our Pardon from the 
Throne : his Majeſty ſhines without Diminution or Condeſcenſion of his Perſon in forgiv- 


_ ing us. The Son purchaſed our Pardon by the ſacred Treaſure of his Blood. The Holy 


Spirit qualifies us, and applies the Pardon of our Sins to us. 
HS 
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3. I now come to the third general Head, that God is abundanr in Forgiveneſs. This 
God has declar'd in words fo full and expreſſive, as may exccedingly latisfy the moſt ten- 
der and fearful Spirits: Let the Wicked forſake his Way, and the unrighteous Man his 
Thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have Mercy upon him, and to our 
| God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my Thoughts are not your Thoughts, neither are your 

Ways my $f th ſaith the Lord. For as the Heavens are higher than the Earth, ſo are my Ways, 
than your Ways, and my Thoughts than your Thoughts. The Diſtance is ſo great between 
the Heavens and the Earth, that the Sun, ſo vaſt a Globe of Light, ſeems to be of a 
{mall Circumference ; and the Stars of the firſt Magnitude, tho' many times bigger than 
L- the Earth, appear like glittering Points of Light. This Compariſon 1s ſo convincing 
| as may aſliſt us in our Contemplation of his Mercy. "The Apoſtle faith, God zs rich x Ephef. 2. 
| Mercy. "Tis not faid, that he is rich in Subſtance, tho the Earth be the Lord's, and the 
 Fulneſs thereof. He is rich in his own Perfections, not in external things. 'Tis not 
| ſaid, God is rich in Power, tho' he is Almighty; nor in Juſtice, but in Mercy : This 
ſignifies, that of all the Divine PerfeCtions, , none do ſhine ſo radiantly as his Mercy. 
This refle@s a Luſtre upon his other Attributes. His Goodneſs: is the Foundation of 
his Glory. He pardon'd ten thouſand Talents to the Servant that was inſolvent, and 
his Treaſure is unwaſted. — | | 
I will conſider the Extent of his pardoning Mercy and the Entireneſs of it. 


1. The Extent of it, with Reſpet to the Number and Quality of the Sins that are 
pardoned. 


1/7. The Number of them. David, after an attentive Conſideration of the Purity 
and Perfeftion of God's Law, breaks forth in a very great Anxiety, 'Who can under- 
ftand his Errors 2 Who can enumerate the many Defections from that ſtrait Rule of our 
Duty 2 I» many things we offend all. We are obliged perpetually ro obey and glorify 
| | God: yet in every Action, even in.our religious Duties, there are many Defects and 
Defilements that want Pardon. How many Swarms of vain and unprofitable Thoughts 
of carnal, covetous, proud, envious, and revengeful Thoughts and Deſires lodge in the 
Hearts of Men? What a Torrent of idle, ſenſual, yain-glorious and paſſionate Words flow 
from their Lips > How many thouſand ſinful Actions proceed, from them? When the 
| inlightned Conſcicnce ſeriouſly reflets upon our Sins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion, how 
- aſtoniſhing is their vaſt Number? What a mountainous Heap appears ? They reach as 
low as Hell, and riſe as high as Heaven. Ir would tire the Hand of an Angel to write 
down the Pardons that God beſtows upon one Penitent Belieyer. 

24ly, Divine Forgiveneſs extends to Sins of all kinds and degrees, habitual and actual. 
| Tho' no Sins are abſolutely ſmall, being committed againſt the Majeſty of God, yer 
| comparatively, with reſpeC to their quality and Circumſtances, there is a manifeſt Dif- 
| ference between them. Some are of a weaker Tincture, ſome are of a deeper Die: 
Some ſlightly wound the Conſcience; ſome waſte it, and let our its vital Blood : Some 
do as it were whiſper apainſt the Sinner, ſome cry for Vengeance. Sins of .- 
rance and Infirmity, Sins of ſudden Surreption, that ſteal upon us withour obſeg$i 
Sins by ſurpriſe of the Paſſions, when there is no time to deliberate, have extenMrting 
Circumſtances : But Sins againſt Light, wherein there is more of the Nature of Sin ; 

Sins againſt Mercies, which in the Language of the Apoſtle, are a deſpifing of 'God's 
Goodneſs : Sins againſt folemn Vows, wherein Men break double Bands, the Law of 
God and thetr ſacred Tngagements ; Sins committed habitually and preſumptuoufly, as 
if God were ignorant, or indifferent and uhconcern'd, or impotent and without Power 
to puniſh Offenders: Theſe Sins derive a greater Guilt, and expoſe to a more terrible 
Puniſhment. Now a gracious Pardon is offer d in the Goſpel to all Sinners, whatever 
the Quality and Circumſtances of their Sins be, if they apply and addreſs themſelves to : 
the Father of Mercy through the compaſſionate Mediator, and forſake their Sins. Of 
this we are aſſured from the moſt ſolemn Declaration of God to Moſes, The Lord is mer- 


ciful and gracious, long-ſuffering , and abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for 


thouſands, forgiving Iniquity, and Tranſgreſſion, and Sin. The Promiſe is comprehenſive 
of all ſorts of Sins, how manifold and mighty ſoever. Beſides, to encourage us to re- 


Pon: and believe, God promiſes' Pardon for Sins of the fierceſt Provocation. Judah 
ad violated the Marriage-Covenant with God by their impure Tdolatrics, yer he offers 
to receive them. Thou haſt played the Harlot with many Lovers, yet return again to me, 
; faith the Lord. Relapſes into rebellious Sins argue a ſtrong Propenſity to them, and ex- 
L- ceedingly aggravate their Guilt; yer God promiſes Pardon for thcm : Return ye backſli- 
| ding Children, and I will heal your Backſlidings. There arc eminent Inſtances of oral 

| | PArJonmg 
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pardoning Mercy recorded in the Scripture. The Apoſile having enumerate] mevy torts 
of Sinners guilty of enormous Crimes, Tdolaters, Adulterers, abuſers of them{vly es wi 
Mankind, te!ls the Corinthians, And ſuch were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, but ye are 
ſanftificd, but 76 AC juſtified in the Name of the Lord Teſus Chritt, and by the SPIrtt of Onr 
God. There 1s one fort of Sinners excepted from the general Promiſe of Mercy, thote 
who fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. The Reaſon of the Exception 1s not, that the Holy 
Spirit is ſuperiour in Dignity to the Father and the Son, tor they are all coctcrnal and co- 


equal, but from his Operations, z. e. the revealing the Truth and Grace of God in the | 


Goſpel. Now rhe Obſtinate malicious contradicting the Truth of the Goſpel ſhining in 
the Minds of Men, and the perverſe deſpiſing the Grace of the Goſpel, is unpardonable 
to infinire Mercv. Thoſe who are guilty of that Sin, have transform'd themlelves into 
the Image of the Devil, and Salvation cannot fave them. Bur no others are excluded 
from Repentance and Pardon. | 
2. As the Extent, ſo the intirencſs of Pardon offer'd to Sinners declares God's abun- 
dant Mercy. 7 | 
1/f. The Pardon js as full as free, according to his excellent Goodneſs : The Imputa- 
tion of the Fault ceaſes, and rhe Obligation to Puniſhment 1s aboliſhd. We have clcar 
Evidence of this from the Scripture. God aſſures thoſe who repent and reform, 7ho your 
Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as Snow : tho they be red like Crimſon, they ſhall 
be as Mood, Pardon 1s more than a Reprieve or Suſpenſion of Judgment, tis a perfect 
Freedom from it : A repenting Believer is as clear from the Charge of the Law as an in- 
nocent Angel. There is no Condemnation to thoſe that are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not 
after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. Our cleanſing from the Defilements of Sin is impcr- 
fe, therefore we mult be always purifying our ſelves, till we attain to abſolute Purity : 
bur our Pardon is perfet. *Tis irrevocable; weare aſſured, that as far as the Eaſt is from 
the Weſt, God removes our Tranſgreſſions from us. As ſoon thoſe diſtant Points may be 
united, as Guilt may bs faſtned upon thoſe whom God has pardoned. The Prophet 
declares, that God will ſubdue our Iniquities,*and caſt them into the Bottom of the Sea: 


From whence they can never riſe. God promiſes, 7 will forgive their Tniquitics, and 


remember them no more. Pardon is compleat and final. Tis the Miſery of the Wicked, 
they are condemned already ; they live by a Repricye and Suſpenſion of Judgment: 'tis the 
bleſſed Security of Believers, they ſhall not fall under Condemnation. There is ſuch an In- 
conſtancy in the Nature of Men, that they often repent and revoke the Favours and Pri- 
vileges they have beſtowed ; they like to day, and loath to morrow the ſame Perſons : 
bur the blefſed God is not ſulyeCt to Change or Contingency. His Love, his Purpolc, 
his Promiſe to his People, are unalterable. 

From the Senſe of God's pardoning Mercy, Conſcience is freed from thoſe juſt Ter- 
rors that are the Conſequents of Guilt. The Blood of Chriſt purges our Conſcience from 
dead Works : from the deadly Guilt of Sin that cleaves to the Conſcience. A tempo- 
ral Prince may pardon a Murdercr ; and Conſcience with a Countenance of Deſpair may 
ſummon him to appear and be accountable for his bloody Crime before the High and 
Everlaſting Judge : Burt thoſe who are juſtified by Faith, have Peace with God. When the 
Original Bond is cancelld, the Counter-part has no Force; Conſcience is ſubordinate 
to God, and when.he juſtifies, has no Authority to condemn. When God #lots out the 
Tniquitics of his People as a thick Cloud, there is a clear Sky, a divine Calm and Sercniry 
in Confcience. It may be enquired how the compleat Pardon of Sin is confiftent with 
the temporal Evils inflicted upon the Children of God for their Sins. The Anſwer is 
obvious and eafie. Temporal Evils inflicted on the Children of God, arc declarative of 
his holy Difpleaſure againſt Sin, but arc not for Satisfaction to vindictive Juſtice : This 
would be derogatory to the Love of God, and the meritorious Suffcrings of our Savi- 
our, who did not compound with God, but made full and abſolute Satisfaction for our 
Sins. -In the 12th. Chapter to the Hebrews, where the Apoſlle to divinely and accu- 
rately treats of this. Argument, there is a clear Account of the Cauſe, the Nature, and 
the Produd of the temporal Sufferings of God's Children. The Caule of them is rhe 
Love 'of their heavenly Father diſpleaſed for their Sins : Whom the Lord loves he cha- 
Nens, and ſcourges every Son whom he receives. Farthly Parents 11 their various Fits of Folly, 
ſometimes chaſten their Children only for their Pleaſure, and fomerimes ſpare the Rod ro 
their Ruine : bur our heavenly Father is equally wiſe and compaſſionate, and uſes ſuch 
Diſcipline as 15 requiſite for their Profit, to prevent their Continuance in Sin, that would 
be deſtrutive to them. Believers are chaſten'd of the Lord, that they may not be condemned 
with theWorld. And the Wiſdom and Love of our Father and Phyſician mixes ſuch bir - 
ter Ingredients, and in that Proportion, as arc requiſite for the Quality of rhe Dileatc, 
and the Strength of the Patient, Ze correfs them in meaſure; he will not ſuffer them 70 le 
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tempted above what they are able. Their Affictions arc dcliberate Diſpenſations. The 
Nature of them is ſignified in the word Chaſtiſement : The Correction of a Child is in 
order to his Amendment: They are medicinal, and have a main Relation and Proſpect 
ro the future, to make us more fearful to offend God, and careful to pleaſe him. - They 
are more lively and ſenſible Leſſons of our Duty, than the Inſtruftions of the Word, 
1nd are of the ſame Order. | | 


- 


The Product of the Chaſtiſements of God's Children, is the pleaſant Fruit of Righte- Heb. 12. 


ouſneſs to them who are exerciſed thereby :' that is, the. ſanQifying Graces of the Spirir, 
Repentance, Faith, Hope, Patience, Self-denial, Contempt of che World, Reſignation 
to the Divine Will, are exerciſed, illuſtrated, and increas'd in thoſe Chriſtians who with 
unfainting Perſeverance endure Affiiction. 


In ſhort, Death that was the penal Effet of Sin, (for the firſt Man while innocent 


was immortal) tho' continued, yet the Sting is raken away, the Quality of it is chan-_ 


ged : The Iſſues of it are vaſtly different to the Sainrs 'and rhe Wicked : To the Saints 
tis the Period of their Fears and Sorrows, the final Remedy of all their! Miſeries ; to 
the Wicked 'ris the Beginning of their Woe. The Saints paſs through the Darkneſs and 
Corruption of the Grave into the Kingdom of Glory : the Wicked pals to the Blackneſs 

2dly. The Intireneſs of this great Benefit is evident in that God reſtores his Loye and 
forfeited Favour to all that are pardon'd. Princes ſometimes pardon offenders, bur never 
receive them into their Favour. Abſalom was recalld from Baniſhment, 'but for Two 
Years was not admitted to ſee the King's Face. But God does magnihe and manifeſt his 
Love to thoſe whom he pardons. He does not diſtinguiſh them from the Angels thar 


always obeyed him. He forgives our Sins as entirely as if they had neyer been commit- 


ted, and is reconcil'd as if he had never been offended. We have the moſt clear Diſco- 
very of this in the Parable of the Prodigal. Ir might have been expected, that his Fa- 
ther ſhould have reproach'd him for his obſtinate deſerting his Houſe, his waſting his 
Portion in Lewdneſs and Luxury, and that bitter Conſtraint forced him to return : No, 
he dearly embraces him, and cancels all the Debt of his paſt Offences with a molt af- 
fetionate Kiſs : and whereas the poor Penitent preſum'd only to be received as a Ser- 
vant, he was reſtord in the. moſt affectionate manner to the Dignity and Relation of a 
Son ; and univerſal Joy was diftuſed through all the Family for his Return. Tf our 
Saviour had not made this Relation with all its Endearing Circumſtances, our narrow 
Hearts durſt never preſume and promiſe tro us ſuch compaſſionate Love of God to re- 
penting Sinners. But whoeyer imitates the Prodigal in his Return, ſhall find the Reality 
ro excecd the Repreſentation. I ſhall add ſomie Examples of this Love of God to thoſe 
who repent. Mary Magdalen had been guilty of foul Sins, yet our Saviour gracioufly 
reccived the tender Expreſſions of her Grief and Love, to the Aſtoniſhment of $imor ; 
She waſh d his Feet with her Tears, and wiped them with the Hair of her Head, and kiſſed 
them : And after his ReſurreCtion appeared firſt ro her as his endeared Favourite. Tis, 
corded by the Evangeliſt, with an infinite Emphaſis of his Love, that he firſt appear d 
to Mary Magdalen, out of whom he had caſt ſeven Devils. Peter, in whoſe Denial of 
Chriſt rhere was ſuch a Mixture of Infidelity, Ingratitude, and Impiety, he promiſed 
he would dic with him or for him ; yet being queſtioned not with Terror by an armed 
Magiſtrate, not ſurprized by.a ſubtle Examiner, bur at the Queſtion of a Maid renounc'd 
him, yet he was reſtord to the Honour of his Office, and the Aﬀection of his Maſter. 
Tis very obſervable, that when he appeared to Mary Magdalen, he direQts her to tell his 
Diſciples and Peter of his ReſurreCtion ; he particularly mentions Peter, to raiſe his 
drooping Spirit by this new Aſſurance of his Love. 

This happy Privilege belongs to all penitent Believers, for whomſoever God pardons 
he prefers, and adopts into his Family, and makes them Heirs of Heaven. The firſt 
Beam of Mercy ſhines in the Pardon of our Sins, which is an infailible Aſſurance of 
freeing us from the Puniſhment of Sin in Hell, and of our obtaining the Joys of Hea- 
ven. Our Saviour has by his meritorious and voluntary Sufferings paid our Ranſom 
irom eternal Death, and purchaſed for us a Right to erernal Life : accordingly whom God 
juſtifies he elorifies. The formal Effet of Juſtification is the reſtoring us to the forfeited 
Favour of God, and from that Fountain all bleſſed Benefits low. God declares con- 


ccrning his People : They ſhall be mine in the day that I make up my Jewels, and I will Mal. ;. 


Jpare them as a Man ſpares his Son that ſerves him + Which two Ads of the Divine Mer- 
cy are 11lcparable. 
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SERMONS of the Forgiveneſs of SINS. 


Rom. 1. 


Deur. 29. 


The APPLICATION. 


The firſt Uſe ſhall be of Caution, leſt Men abuſe careleſly and 'contemptuouſly rhe 
Doctrine of Divine Forgiveneſs. Many fin freely, as if they believed the Permiſſion 
of | Sins, or preſumed upon a ready Remedy, and are without Fear of Judgment to come. 


This-is the Language of their Actions, tho' not of their Tongues. There are not a 


worſe ſort of Sinners our of Hell. If that which ſhould ſoften and reclaim Sinners har- 
dens them, the Caſe is deſperate and incurable. To correct the vile Conceits Men have 
of obtaining an caſfie Pardon of their Sins, tho' habitually committed upon that Account, 
let them conſider, | 

1. The Angels who were the firſt and brighteſt Offspring of the Creator, for one Sin 
were decreed and doom'd to an Excluſion from the Glory of Heaven for ever. Mercy 
did not ſuſpend the Sentence: Their mighty Numbers, and the Nobility of their Nature, 
did not incline the Judge of the World to ſpare them. They are n#v in the Chains 
of powerful Juſtice, and have perpetual Hell within them. And ſhall rebellious Men, 
who are but Duſt in their original Compoſition and final Reſolution, expect to elcape 
Vergeance ? If we ſhould ſee a Hundred Noble Men executed in a Day, the Sight 
would ſtrike us with Terror : How much greater Reaſon is there awfully to adore the in- 
flexible Judge, for ſuch a dreadful Execution and Example of Juſtice upon an innume- 
rable Company of Angels ? 

2. To pardon Sin is an a& of greater Power than to create the World : If we conſi- 
der the Diſtance of the Terms, and the Difficulty of the Means, there is a wider Di- 
ſtance between a righteous God infinitely provok'd by Sin, and the guilty Creature, | 
than between a State of not being, and the actual Exiſtence of the World. One pow- 
crful Word raisd this great World from its native Nothing. But to accord the Divine 
Attributes between which there ſeemd a Repugnance, and reconcile God to finful 
Men, coſt the deareſt Price. The anxious Sinner makes Inquiry, Shall 7 give the 
Firſt-born of my Body for the Sin of my Soul 2 That is too mean an Offering : No lets 
than the Firſt-born of the Almighty could by the Sacrifice of himſelf make an Arone- 
ment for oux Offences. 

3. Vengeance belongs to God as well as Forgiveneſs, The Wrath of God is reveal d 
from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of Men. Ir was decreed in Hea- 
ven, tis denounced in his Word, and ſhall be executed by his juſt Power in its Seaſon. 
There is a time to pardon, and a time to puniſh. God is ſtiled the God of Patience: in 
the preſent World his Patience has its perfet Work. But in the next World Juſtice will 
gloriouſly appear againſt the Wicked who are devoted to Deſtruftion. Forbearance is 
not Forgiveneſs. The laſt Day will cloſe the Accounts of the Judge of the World with 


Sinners, and a terrible Arrear will be exacted of them for all the Treaſures of his Good- 
neſs and Clemency waſted by them. 


4. Thoſe who indulge themſelves in a Courſe of Sin upon the Preſumption of an caſic 
Pardon, are the moſt unworthy and uncapable of the Divine Mercy. They ſin againſt 
the Nature and End of Grace : and by an immediate and dire&t Oppoſition to it in tlic 
Us Notion of Grace, cut off all their Pleas for it, - 'Tis true, God is very merciful, 
and cafie to be intreated by thoſe who ſincerely repent and reform their Lives : Bur he 
is incxorable to all thoſe who harden themſelves in their Sins by the falſe and preſumptu- 
ous Hopes of his Mercy. He declares in his Word, that when Sinners deſpiſe the Curſe 
threatned againſt them, and bleſs themſelves in their Hearts, that they ſhall have Peace, 
tho' they walk in the Imagination of their own Hearts, to add Drunkenneſs to Thirſt ; the 
Lord will not Jpare them, but then the Anger of the Lord and his Jealouſie fhall ſmoke 
againſt them, and all the Curſes written in this Book ſhall lie upon them witho tigation 
or Intermiſſion. No leſs Puniſhment than eternal Damnation is equal co their Sin.\ They 
refiſt and renounce Mercy by their abuſing_it to the worſt ends, yet are confident of 
their Intereſt in it. What a prodigious ContradiQtion is rhere between rhe Hopes of 
preſumptuous Sinners and their PraQices ? They kindle his Anger every day, and in- 
flame Anger into Wrath, and Wrath into Vengeance, and yet ſtrongly fanfie they ſhall 
find Mercy. What a diabolical Wonder is it, as aſtoniſhing as extraordinary Miracles, 
bur that 'tis commonly ſeen, that Men without a Promiſe, and againſt the Threatning, 
ſhould expe the Favour'of God, that is the Portion of his Children, and continue in 
high and aQtual Rebellion? If a Spark of Reaſon or Grain of Faith were ſhining in their 
Breaſts, they would be reſtleſs in the Apprehenſion of his fiery Diſpleaſure. The Temp- 
ter over-reaches their Minds by a double Deluſion, that they ſhall have Time and Grace 
to repent, and ovyer-rules their Wills, thar. rhe moſt terrible Threatnings and Divinz 
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Diſſwaſives are not effectual to make them forſake their Sins. They are ſecure, tho 
| not ſafe one Hour : for 'tis in the Power of their Judge, and they have Reaſon to fear i 
| in his Purpoſe, to deſtroy them ſuddenly, and without Remedy. The preſumptuous Con- Prov. 29. 
ceit of immenſe Mercy has ſo fully poſſeſs d their Minds, that like a powerful Opiate 
it makes them ſleep ſecurely upon the Brink of Ruine : but Conſcience is of an immortal 
Nature, and tho' it may be ſtupified, it cannot be extinguiſh'd. In the preſent Life fome- = 
times a ſharp Affliction awakens it into a furious Activity ; and then preſuming Sinners 
that have been indulgent to their Luſts, deſpair of Pardon : For when Mercy, that is 
our only Advocate in his Boſom to avert Wrath for Sins againſt the other Artribures, 
ſhall curn our Accuſer, and ſolicite Juſtice to revenge its Diſhonour upon thoſe who haye 
abuſed it, there remains no Shadow of Hope to refreſh their Sorrows. Bur ſuppoſe the 
Charm be not unbound, and the Self-deceiver continues his evil Courſe to the end of 
Life, and periſhes pleaſantly with the vain Hopes of Mercy, yet immediately after Death 
his Conſcience will be irreſiſtibly convinc'd of his outragious Provocations of the righte- 
ous God, and be more tormenting than the hotteſt Flames of Hell. 
Let us attend to the inſtructive Inference in the Text, There is Forgiveneſs with thee ' 
that thou mayeſt be feared : that is, with a Fear of Reverence for his amiable Exellencies, 
for the Attractives of his pardoning Mercy ; and of Caution, leſt by abuſing we ſhould 
Ho make a deadly Forfeiture of it. Tf God ſhould appear as an irreconcileable Judge, arm'd 
with Terror againſt all Offenders, the Apprehenſion would produce Hatred, and a dread- 
ful Flight from him : It would make Men boldly wilful, and harden them in their Re- : 
| bellions : For if rhey cannot be pardoned for their paſt Sins, and can be bur damned for 
| their Continuance in them, they will give Licenſe to their roving and impetuous Appe- 
| + tites, and commit Iniquity with Greedineſs. Now God has appointed a Way for the 
Pardon of Sin, wherein there is a bright and equal Diſcovery of his Greatneſs and 
Goodneſs, his Purity and Righteouſneſs, that his Law may be more ſacred and invio- 
lable, more remembred and obeyed by us. He has declared in the Death of his Son, 
| wherein the equal Extreaths of Tgnominy and Torment were combin'd, what an evil Sin 
is, that requird ſuch a mighty Expiation. We may from the Depth of his Sufferings 
conceive the Exceſs and Heiglit of our Provocations : We may underſtand the dead! 
Guilt of Sin, that can only be waſh'd away in the Blood of Chriſt, the Fountain of Re- 
miſſion. To turn the Grace of God into Wantonneſs, to be more looſe and ſecure in 
committing Sin, is to turn the Antidote into Poiſon, and defeat his bleſſed End. *Tis 
a main Article of our Reconciliation, The Lord will ſpeak Peace to his People, but let 
them not return to Folly. We may conceive, that God ſpeaks to the pardon'd Sinner 
what our Saviour ſaid to the Man whom he thiraculouſly heald, Go away, fin no more, 
leſt a worſe thing befall you. | | 
'Tis both the Duty and Diſpoſition of thoſe who have received the Pardon of their Sins, 
to fear the Lord and his be becke There is no Principle more clearly natural and ſenſible 
_ than this : Dependance includes Obſervance ; the receiving Benefits obliges a Pzrſon to 
the Benefator. Accordingly the Pſalmiſt expreſſes the Aﬀections of the humane and the . 
holy Nature, What fhall I render to the Lord for all his Benefits? and breaks our in.an Pal. us. 
Extaſy of Thankfulneſs, O Lord, truly 1 am thy Servant, I am thy Servant, thou haſt bro- 
ken my Bands. The repenting Believer receives Pardon from God with joyful admiration, 
that faſtens his Mind in the Contemplation of his glorious Mercy : The ſerious 
| Thought of it kindles a ſacred Fire in his Breaſt : as 'tis ſaid of Mary Magdalen, Much 
was forgiven her, for ſhe loved much. Love to God thart reſults from his pardoning Love 
to us, is ſingular and ſupreme, and neceſſarily produces an ardent Deſire to pleaſe and 
glorify him, and an ingenuous grateful Fear of offending him. The Soul that has felr 
the Terrors of the Lord, as the holy and righteous Judge of the World, and afterward 
has been revived by the Light of his Counrenance, and has taſted how good the Lord 
is, How is it poſſible ro reſiſt ſuch dear and immenſe Obligations 2 How prodigious to 
turn the ſtrongeſt and ſweeteſt Engagement to Reyerence and Obedience, into an En- 
couragement to do rhat which is odious and offenſive in his Sight 2 Td fin againſt Light 
| heighteris a Sin into Rebellion, buit td fin againſt revealed Love makes it Rafe 1 
| finful. This is ſo contrary to natural Conſcience and ſuper-natural Grace, that 'tis the 
| Leproſie of the Wicked, not the Spot of God's Children : Do you thus requite the Lord, 
O fooliſh People and unwiſe > The upbraiding reduces them to a defencelels Silence, and 
covers them in black Confuſion. When Divine Grace pardons our. paſt Sins, it cures 
our depraved Inclinations to future Sins. a | | 'I 
The cleareſt Diſcovery of the Heart is by RefleQtions on God's Mercy. The Fear of + 
God's Juſtice is natural, the reverent Regard of his Goodneſs is a ſpiritual Aﬀection: i 
There is a great Difference between Filial Fear of the Divine Goddneſs thar is ſo becom:- 
: L Aaa ing 
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SERMONS of the Forgiveneſs of S1NS. 


mn 


Exod. 33- 


Mic. 7. 


Hoſ. 11. 


Ha. 43 37. 


_ the next Words 


ing the Breaſt of a Chriſtian, and ſo congruous to our preſent Stare, and fervile Fear, 
that is the proper Character of one in the Bondage of vin. T 

The Filial Fear of. God is an ingenuous voluntary Aﬀection, flowing from Love, and 
freely ex:rcis'd, and eſteem'd the Treaſure of the Soul. Servile Fear, the Scquel of Guilt, 
is a judicial Impreſſion from the ſad Thoughts of the provoked Majeſty of Heaven; 
ind if the Offender could diſſolve the Bands of Conſcience, he would throw it off: Fi 


— 


 lial Fear is mix'd with Joy, 'tis the Preſervative of God's Favour to us; it makes us 


more circumſpeR, but not leſs comfortable : ir oppoſes Security, but eſtabliſhes the Aſſu- 
rance of Faith : the Fear of the Lord, and Hope in his Mercy, are united Graces. Ser. 
vile Fear has Torment, 'tis an Alarm within that diſturbs the Reſt of rhe Sinner; tis a 
fretting Fire that ſecretly torments him in his moſt luſcious Fruitions. Filial Fear re- 
ſtrains from all Sin in the Heart and Life, becauſe it diſhonours and diſpleaſes God ; it 
denies the carnal Appetites with Sweetneſs and Satisfaction to the Soul; ir excites us to 
obey God with Choice and Complacency. Servile Fear induccs an Abſtinence from ſome 
Sins, which ſly in the Face of Conſcience, and which the Sinner loves, and urges to 
the outward Performance of Duties, which he hates. The laviſh Spirit is afraid to 
burn, not to fin ; he is fearful to be damn'd, not to diſpleaſe God. Filial Fear is a ſeri- 
ous and habitual Conſtitution of the Soul, inſeparable from it in all Times and Places, 


*tis influential into the whole Life. Servile Fear is a ſudden Paſſion, and tranſient : 


Sometimes a ſharp Affliction, a piercing Sermon, awakens a ſecure Wretch into a Fit of 
Terror. Filial Fear keeps the Soul cloſe to God, makes it {olicitous, leſt any Sin ſhould 
intercept the Light of his Countenance, and obſtruct Communion with him, which is 
the Paradiſe of a Saint: 'tis the gracious Promiſe of God to his Children, 7 will put 
my Fear into their Hearts, and they ſhall never depart from me. Servile Fear makes the 
Sinner ſhy of God's Preſence, and as unwilling to find him, as a Saint 1s-to loſe him: 
He is not plcaſed with Solitude, leſt the guilty Conſcience ſhould have time of Recol- 
IcRion, and ſhould look to the Judge above : He takes no Delight in the Society of 
the Saints, and the Enjoyment of the Ordinances, becauſe God is peculiarly preſent 
there ; and above all things he is afraid to die, becauſe then the Spirit returns to God 
that gave it. Tn ſhort, the filial Fear of God aſcends with the Soul ro Heaven, and is 
the eternal Reſpect that the bleſſed Spirits continually pay :to his adorable PerfeCtions. 
Servile Fear attends the Sinner to Hell, and ſettles into Deſpair for ever. 
24ly. The DoQtrine of Divine Forgiveneſs affords ſtrong Conſolation to thoſe who 
are wounded in Spirit in the Senſe of their Sins. Thoſe only who feel the intolerable 
Burden of Guilt, will come to Chriſt to find Reſt: And only thoſe our Saviour invites 
and promiſes graciouſly to receive. A tender and timorous Conſcience does often im- 
pute the Guilr of Sin, when 'tis aboliſh'd ; a ſeared Conſcience does not impute it, when 
it abounds. God has revealed his Mercy in ſo full a manner, as to anſwer all the Al- 
legations of a repenting Sinner againſt himſelf, He obje&ts his Unworthineſs of Par- 
don : but this cannot exclude him from it : for the Grace of God ſprings from within, 
and has no original Cauſe without it ſelf. "Tis like celeſtial Fire that feeds it ſelf: God 
declares his ſovercign Pleaſure in the Exerciſe of Mercy : I will be gracious to whom [ 
*will be gracious, and will ſhew Mercy to whom I will ſhew Mercy. If Mercy were be- 
ſtowed only upon the worthy, none could be ſaved : for all have finned and come ſhort 
of the Glory of God. The humble Penitent urges againſt himſelf, that he has been a 


ſingular and extraordinary Offender, that none is like him in ſinging : but we are aſſured 
| none is like God in pardoning. The Number of our Sins is terrifying : This ſo afte&ted 


the Pialmiſt, that he fainted with deſponding Fear ; My Sins are like the Hairs upon my 
Head, therefore my Heart fails me. But the Multitude of God's Mcrcies incomparably 
exceed our numerous Sins. They are renewed every Moment of our Lives: Stupen- 
dous Infinity ! they are over all his Works; and over all his Attributes. God is Love, and 
Love covers a multitude of Sins. 


The killing Aggravations of our Sins ſtrike us through : But there is nor ſo much 
Evil in Sin as there is Goodneſs in God. Our finite Acts cannot preponderate his unli- 
mited Eſſence. . He declares, I am God and not Man, therefore ye are not conſumed. We 
hardly, forgive a few Pence, he forgives Ten thouſand Talents. He is God, infinite in 
Mercy, and as liberal as infinite. Delight in Sin is an aggravating Circumſtance ; bur 
God elights in Mercy. Continyance in Sin inflames the Guilt ; but his Mercy extends to 

ternity. COT Ns jp, 

I ſhall add, for the Support of returning Penitents, ſome Examples of God s forgiv- 
ing great Sinners. recorded in Scripture. He charges the People of Iſrael, Thou haſt made 
me ſerve with 6 Sins, and wearied me with thine Jniquities. It might be expected, thar 


Glory 


ould he bcen, I will revenge your diſhonouring of me according ro the 


359: AE HIT OTC pre ror 32 


bead bh. Zea La Ia a 1 IE IS. 


" 
% 
n 
þ 
. 
P. | 
k 
þ 
ba 
” 


909 nn WORE as p01" PEO 


CL es cas 


"IE "en La I oa ee, {I IE 


% 

- 

p 
4 
Ki 
£ 
LU 
v 
# 


SERMONS of the Forgiveneſs of SINS. 


353 


Glory of my Majeſty, and the Extent of my Power : bur he promiſes Pardon ; 7 ever 
1 am he, that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſons for my Name ſake, and will not remember thy 
Sins. By the Compariſon of their Sins, he illuſirates the Glory of his' Mercy. Lot, 
guilty of Inceſt with his Daughters; - David, of Murder and Adultery ; Manaſſeh, a 
Sorcerer and Tdolater, that burnt his Children alive in Sacrifice to the Devil and fill'd 
Jeruſalem with innocent Blood; Mary MagAalen, out of whom ſeven Devils were caſt ; 
Peter, who was ſo faint-hearted and falſe-hearted, rhat with Execrations he denied his Ma- 


ter ; Paul, that was a bloody Perſecutor ; are the Inſtances of the aſtoniſhing Omniporent 
Mercy of God, who can as eaſily pardon the greateſt Sins as the leaſt, and makes no Ditfe- | 


rence when our Repentance is ſincere, and our Faith unfeigned: tho according to the de- 
grees of their Guilt Conſcience ſhould be affected. How many pardon d Sinners, Miracles 
of the Divine Mercy, : are in Heaven happy in the Love of God, and glorious in Holj- 
neſs, who were as deeply guilty and polluted as any that now mournfully ſeek the Fa- 
vour of God ? Theſe are Examples of Grace fo excellent and ſo divine, to encourage us 


in our Addreſſes for Pardon. The Apoſtle Paul tells us, That for this Cauſe he obtained 1 Tim. i. 


Mercy, that in me Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew all Long-ſuffering for a Pattern to them who ſhall 
hereafter believe on him to everlaſting Life. There is' the ſame Motive in God; he for- 
gives Sins for his Name fake : The Treaſures of his Mercy are not waited by com- 
municating: There is the ſame Merit in Chriſt his precious Blood ſhed upon the Crotls 


is pleaded in Heaven, He ever lives to make Interceſſion for us: and if we obtain the ſame 


precious Faith, we ſhall have the ſame Acceptance. In ſhort, let thoſe who are over- 
whelmed with Fear conſider, 'tis not only our Privilege, bur Dury to truſt in the Di- 
vine Mercy : We arc commanded fo believe in the Mediator : Deſpair is more diſhonou- 


rable to God than Preſumption, in thar 'tis a Sin direly againſt a ſuperiour Artribure, 


the Exerciſe of which is his Delight and deareſt Glory. - 
3dly. Let us be excited to ſeek the pardoning Mercy of God with Humility, with 
Fear and all poſſible Diligence, leſt we ſhould not obtain it. Our Heatts ſhould be ſer 
upon this with the moſt intenſe Zeal, for 'fis our Life, Every impenitent Sinner is un- 
der the condemning Sentence of the Law, and there is but a ſtep between him and 


Death: the only Hope is, that 'ris not yet ratified by the Judge, nor inflicted, bur 'ris 
reverſible by ſuing out a Pardon in the ſupetiour © Court of the Goſpel: Now 'tis aſto- 
niſhing, that when the Danger is ſo. great and preſent, (for 'tis as morally impoſlible.to 


be ſure of time to come, as to recal time paſt) that Men ſhould be ſo unconcerned and 
ſecure, and neglect the main Work for whicli they are ſpared by the admirable Patience 
of God. Time is certainly ſhort, and vincertainly continued ; and when the Oil thar 
feeds the Lamp of Life is ſpent, the next State is the Blackneſs of Darknels for cver to 
all unpardoned Sinners : Now the Scepter of Grace is extended to us, we are within 


the Call of pardoning Mercy; God waits to be gracious + but thete is a ſad Aſſurance, if 
we do not ſue out our Pardon in the 25 Life, the time of our Reprieve, Death is. 


immediately attended with eternal Judgment; the Belief of which makes the Prince of 
Darkneſs, with the moſt ſtubborn Spirits of Hell, ro tremble : yer Men continue in the 
Guilt of their unrepented Sins without Fear, and wretchedly deceive themſelves with a 
vain Preſumption that the Door of Mercy will be open when they leave the World ; or 
bear up themſelves by the numberleſs Multitude of ſtupid Sinners, and make a reſolute 


Reckoning they ſhall do as well as the moſt. They are ſtudious and contriving, active 


and ardent abour the Afﬀairs of this low Life, and careleſs of being reconcil'd to God, 
a Matter of the higheſt Concernment and eternal Conſequence. Prodigious Folly, 
never cnough lamented! though Vengeance from above is ready to fall upoa them, and 
Hell below with its dark Horrors is open to' ſwallow them up, yet they are ſtupid and 
fearleſs : The Remembrance of this will rack and torment them for ever; for when ex- 
omg Folly is the Cauſe of extreme Miſery, the Sufferer is the moſt cruel Enemy tb 
umſelf. | 

Let us roy ſeek the Lord while he may be found, and call upon him while he is near. 
Now God offers his Pardon to the greateſt Sinners that will humbly ſubmit to the graci- 
ous Terms propoſcd in the Goſpel for our obtaining it. Beſides what has been ſaid of 
Faith and Repentance, TI will more particularly conſider what God requires of guilty 
Creatures in order to their Pardon. 

Firſt, The Confeſſion of our Sins is indiſpenſibly required to qualify us for Pardon. 


The Promiſe is expreſs and full, He that confeſſes ind forſakes Sin, ſhall find Mercy. That. Prov. 28. 13. 


We may not be deceived in the Application of this Promiſe, I will briefly conſider what 
Is preparatory to this Duty, the Propertics of it, and the Connection of Pardon with it. 


Aaaz it. The 


/ 


0 " 4 " Tees "% . 1 6 LA 244 þ at ras bs. g =" 2 : OE Non - os 
ren a bd date kd MX AGES iz te £ tata he” Kh SERA RE of = tr I, 4 I hs bf 17s, Fad es hb Eh Sb A 8 a 
. - EO RT yy " IT 00 feet ep bred ;»*\ O00 LN STRAT RUG So a 7 Ag FED Y x -V We'y Y F pf Ms by. *, . « 7, 43,8, ted. b / 
: lee Y E ON 3 RE CS Ne "7 WY. by rr Bn : F*, Bae o'as ) Q KN . a y: 1 4 Y 
% Y 4+ "70 4 
BL 


o 
ns 


354 SERMONS of the Forgiveneſs of SI NS. 
1. The Underſtanding mult be enlightened by the Divine Law to diſcoyer Sin. The 
Law is the Rule of our Duty, andthe Obligation to obey it. is ammediately conveyed by 
Conſcience. While there is a Cloud of Darkneſs in the Mind, there will be a Silence in 
the Conſcience. Paul declares, that he was once -alive without the Law, 4. e. .not wunder- | 
ſtanding his Guilr, he preſum'd of his Juſtification ; but when the Commandment came in 
' its Light ro convince him of the Tranfſgreſſion of it, rhe apparition of Sin in the clear — 
Glaſs of the Law ſtruck himdead. There muſt be a Diſcuſſion of Conſcience, a compar ; 
ing our Actions with thc Rule, to diſcover their Obliquity : for Sins unknown aad un- i 
conſider'd cannot be confeſt. Some Sins are notorious, and preſent themſelves to our 
Knowledge and Memory : others are of a weaker Evidence, Inquiry muſt be made after 
them. 'Tis an unpleaſant Work to rake in the Sink, of a corrupt Hearr, bur tis ne- 
cellary. | | | 
21y. The Properties of Confeſlion are, : | 
(+) Ir muſt be free and ingenuous : That which is orees by bitter Conſtraint | 
is of no Value and Acceptance. . Pharaoh, an obſtinate Rebel, upon the rack, acknow- | 
ledg'd he had finned. "Tis true, the Penal Effets of Sin may be the firſt Excitation of 
Sinners to conſider their Ways, but the Holy Spirit by that Means fo deeply affets | 
them with the Evil of Sin, that they voluntarily confeſs them before the all-diſcerning 
Judge. David declares, When 7 kept Silence, my Bones waxed old : [ ſaid, T will confeſs 1 

my Sins, and thou forgaveſt them. e came to a deliberate Reſolution, 7 w2/l confeſs them — _ | 
(2.) Confeſſion mult be ſincere and full, that our Sins may be more evident and odi- 
Alirar vitiam, OUS to us. The covering of Sins is like the keeping a Serpent warm, that will ſting 
vivirque te- more fiercely. The concealing Sin argues the Love of it, and 1s a Bar againſt Pardon. 
ron , Bleſſed is the Man unto whom the Lord imputes no Iniquity, in whoſe Spirit there is no Guile. 
'**.  *Tis not faid, In whoſe Spirit there is no Sin, bur no Guile, no reſerved allowed Sin. 
The ſincere Penitent pours forth his Heart /ike Water before the Lord. Of all Liquids | 
none are ſo clearly pour'd out of a Veſſel as Water : Wine or Oil leave a Tin&ture. We 
ſhould in Confeſſion pour our all our Sins, and leave no TinQure of Afection to them. 
If it be ſaid, How can we confeſs our Sins that are aboye our counting? "Tis true, but 
we mult reſerve none. We muſt confeſs the kinds of our Sins, againſt the firſt and ſe- 
cond Table, that were both written with God's Hand ; Sins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion, 
and particular Sits of greater Guilt : we muſt waſh off their deccitful Colours, that they 
may appear in their helliſh Shape, and more deeply affe&t us. Men are very averſe from 
this Duty, and apt to conceal or extenuate their Sins. The Art of concealing and Ex- | 
cuſes is lcarnt from the firſt Tranſgreſſor. When God called to Adam Where art thou 2 tho | 
his Dread to appear before the Divine Preſence was a tacit Confeſſion of his Fault, and 
. his hiding himſelf diſcovered his Sin ; yet he does not acknowledge his Sin, bur al- 
Gen. 3. 16, ledges the Conſequence of it, his Shame, to be the Cauſe of his Guilty Fear. 7 heard 
thy Voice, and was afraid, becauſe I was naked. And to extenuate his Offence, transfers 
his Guilt on the Woman, and conſtructively refle&ts upon God as the Cauſe of it : The 
Woman which thou gaveſt me, gave me of the Fruit, and I did eat. The wicked Excuſe | 
did infinitely aggravate his Sin. The Woman Lays her Faulrt at the Serpent's door, The | 
Serpent beguiled me. Aaron pretends that the People compell'd him to Tdolatry , and rhar | 
che golden Calf was not the Effet of Deſign and Art, but of Chance : 7 caſt the Gold in- 
to the Fire, and there came out this Calf. Saul coloured his Rebellion with the Pretence of 
Religion : He kept the beſt of the Cattle for Sacrifice. In ſhort, as in Sweating, 'tis obſerved 
that a general Sweat of the Body is for its Advantage, but the Sweat of a Part only is the 
Symptom of a Diſeaſe : So a clear unfeigned Confeſſion is for our Profit, but a ſemi-Con- 
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feſſion is counterfeit, an Indication of Hypocriſy. | | 
(2) Confeſſion muſt be mix d with Sorrow and Shame in the Remembrance of our 
palt Sins. | 


1. A piercing deep Sorrow fromſpiritual Principles and Perſwaſives is the Ingredicnr of 
an acceptable Confeſſion. There is a natural Sorrow proceeding from the Impreſlion of 
affliting Evils. Sence is very tender and apt to reſent what is oppreſlive to it. A Sinner 
that has waſted his Eſtate, blaſted his Reputation, ſhortned his Life by his Exceſles, and 
haſten'd his Damnation, may feel Anpguiſh in his Breaſt for his Sins, the procuring Cauſes 
of his Puniſhment. Bur this Sorrow proceeds only from the Senſe of external Evils, not 
from the melted Heart for the intrinſick Evil of Sin : As Marble Pillars are wet, from the 
Moiſture of the ambient Air. 'Tis the miſerable Man, not the miſerable Sinner that 
mourns. This Sorrow 1s conſiſtent with the Love of Sin ; and when the penal Evil is re- 
moved, the Sinner returns to the Practice of it. Carnal Sorrow only reſpects a Man's elf 
as a Sufferer :.'ris in Hell, in the extreme Degrees, there is weeping for ever. 


There 
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SER MONS of the Forgiveneſs of S1NS. 256 
There is a godly Sorrow, of which the Holy Spirit is the Spring... 'Tis the Promiſe - 
of God to his People, I will pour forth the Spirit of Grace and Supplication upon the Inha- 
Zitants of Jeruſalem, and they ſhall ſee him whom th have pierced, and mourn over him, 
as one mourns for the Death of bis Firſt-born. The Perlwaſive of our Sorrow is anſwer- 
able to its Principle. The ferious Contemplation of. qur bleeding dying Saviour, is a 
ſpiritual and powerful Motive to melt us into the Tearg. of Repentance. How congru- 
ous is it, if the Purchaſe of our Pardon coſt our Saviaur his bloody Agony, that the 
; applying of the Pardon to us ſhould coſt us the moſt bitter Sorrow 2 Divine Grief is more 
from the Memory of the Evils we have committed againſt our heavenly Father, than 
from the Evils we ſuffer. Carnal Sorrow is barren and unprofitable. .: It may be faid of 
it, what the wiſe Preacher 1ays of wild Mirth, What ej? thou 2 Only that Sorrow that 
| comes from Heaven is accepred there : One ſpiritual Tear is of more Value and Efficacy 
with God than a Torrent. of 'natural Sorrow. Pee NI 
T7 - Repenting Sorrow is an indiſpenſible Qualification in-order to our Pardon, not mcre- 
| ly from the Will of the Law-giver as the Reaſon of our. Duty, bur from the Congruity 
of the thing ir ſelf. 'Tis oblervable, that 'tis the Wiſdom-and Kindneſs of the God of 
| Nature, that the Food that preſerves Life is plcatant tro our Taſte, to invite us every 
| Day to eat, and renew our Strengh ; but Phyſick that is neccflary for the Recovery of. 
| Health, is very diſtaſtful, that our Avyerſion from it may make us circumſpect, to.pre- 
IT” vent ail Exceſles that are the Cauſes of Diſeaſes. Thus rhe torrowful Confeſſion of Sin 
| which is medicinal to the Soul, is very afftlifting ; it wounds the Spirit; and breaks the 
Heart, that we may be jealous of our felves, leſt we cat of the forbidden Fruit rhar re- 
quires 1o bitter a Remedy. : EAT 
Godiy Sorrow, tho' it be very afflicting to Nature, yet the Exerciſe of it is more ſa- 
tisfying to a ſincere Penitent, than all rhe Plcaſures of Sin. In two Caſes Grief is plea- 
{ant : when 'tis upon the Account of a Perſon dearly loyed; a Parent indulges his Sor- 
| _ row for the Death of a Child that was the: Life of his Life. Or when Pain is Beneficial 
and an Advantage : as in the Application of a Plaſter , we are pleaſed with the Pain it 
cauſes, that being a Sign arid Fea of its healing Operation. Now both «theſe Conſi- 
derations are mix d with repenting Sorrow : for it principally ariſes from the Refle&ion 
upon Sin, as that which has ſo diſhonour'd and difpleaſed the bleſſed God our Maker, 
Preſerver, and Redeemer ; that we have preferr'd the pleaſing our corrupt and licentious 
Appetites, before the obeying his holy, juſt, and good Will, The repenting Sinner de- 
| clares his Love to God by his Grief for offending him, and voluntarily remembers his 
| paſt Sins, and is plefſed in overflowing Sorrow for them. And this Sotrow is prepara- 
tive for Peace : Unutterable Groans arc introduQtive: of anſpeakable Foys : the Holy Spi- 
rit that convinces of Sin is the bleſſed Comforter. | | 
2. The Confetlion of Sin muſt be mix d with Shame. All the Juſt Cauſes of Shame, 
3 Guilt, Turpitude, Folly, and Diſappointnient, are complicated in Sin. The repenting 
Sinner, by Conſciouſneſs and Reflection upon vin, that induces ſo heavy a Guilr, thar 
| - - dchiles the Soul with fo deep a Pollution, that no Ray of its Original Purity remains, £ 
that debaſes it infinitely below its heavenly Deſcent, mourns with Tears of Confuſion | 
| for what he has done. Repenting Ephraim bemoans himſelf, that he had been rchbelli- Jer. 51- 
| ous againſt the Methods of God's Mercy, like a refractary Bullock unaccuſtom'd to the 
Yoke: and his recoiling Thoughts made him to ſmite on his Thigh, to be aſhamed to 
the degree of Confuſion for his Diſobedience. How affeting an Object he was in God's 
Eye, the immediate Anſwer declares : 1s Ephraim my dear Son ? is he a pleaſant Child» 
for ſince I ſpake againſt him, 1 do earneſtly remember him ſtill : therefore my Bowels are 
troubled for him; I will ſurely have Mercy upon him, ſaith the Lard. The Pſalmiſt re- 
ficcting upon his being almoſt vanquiſh'd by a vexatious Tempcation, degrades and vili- 
hes himſelf , ſo fooliſh was I and ignorant, and like a Beaſt before thee. Ezra in the Con- Pf 11. 
: feſſion of the Holy Seed's mixing with Heathen Idolaters, faith, O Zord, I Zuſh and 
am aſhimed at the foul Defarmity of their Sin. The Apoſtle upbraids the Romans with 


a ſtinging Reproach, What Fruit have you of thoſe things ores ye are now aſhamed, the 
End whereof is Death 2 When a fooliſh Choice is made, and the Folly is detected, and 


Experience diſappoints the Expectation, the natural Conſequent is Shame. Ar the 1a! 

Day, when the Filchineſs and Folly of Men ſhall be publiſh'd before God, and ail the 
Angels and Saints, how much rather would they be hid in the Darkneſs of their Graves, 
than be cloathed with Confuſion before. that glorious and immenſe Theatre ? The ſor- 
rowtul Confeſſion of Sin, with deep Shame here, will prevent the expoſing the Sinner 
to publick Shame hereafter. | ve, 

| (4.) Confeſſion muſt have concomitant with it, the judging our ſelves as unworthy 
bf the leaſt Mercy, and deſerving ſevere Puniſhment. The Apoſtle aſſures us, If we 
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would judge our ſelves, we ſhould not be judged. He does not ſay, if we arc innocent we 
ſhall EA be kk Ea who can appear before the high and inlighrned Tribuna] S 
of Heaven ? But if we acknowledge our Guilt, and the Righreouſneſs of the Sentence 
to which we are obnoxious, we ſhall be ſpared. 'We cannot ſarisfie God's Juſtice, bur 
we mult glorifie it : In this the admirable Mercy of God appears. ouppole a Court on 
Earth, wherein the Rule of Judgment were, that all the Faults which the Guilty confet; 
and condemn themſelves for, ſhould be pardoned, and only thoſe they conceal ſhould 
be deadly to them ; how willingly and humbly would thoſe who are conicious of many 
capital Crimes, and are ſummon'd to appear, accuſe rhemſelyes ? In the Court of Hea. 
ven, if we arc faithful to God and our own Souls, in the confeſſing our Sins, and pal. 
ſing Sentence upon. out ſelves, we prevent his Sentence againſt us. £ 

( 5.) Prayer for Pardon muſt be joined with the Confetlion of Sin: The Lord is good, 
and ready to forgive, and plenteous in _ unto all that call upon him. God who is rich 
in Mercy, has appointed Prayer as the Means of our receiving it ; it being moſt honour- 
able to him, that we ſhould have a ſerious Senſe of our Wants and Unworthineſs, and 
our abſolute Diſability ro ſupply them : And by our Deſires we ſhould glorifie his Pow- 
er and Love, whereby he is all-ſufficient and ready ro beſtow upon us his Bleſſings. 
Prayer for Pardon muſt have theſe Ingredients : 1/. Humility is the moſt becoming Qua- | 
lification of a Supplianr to the high Judge of the World, to reverſe the Sentence of cter- - 
nal Death. The deep Apprehenſion of our Guilt will humble us before his dreadful 
Tribunal. 2ly. Fervency, which is the Life of Prayer. A cold Prayer, the ſpiritleſs | 
Motion of the Lips, is {o far from inclining the Divine Mercy to pardon us, that it in- 1 
creaſes our Guilt, and provokes God's Difpleaſure. If our Apprehentions were as real 4 
arid quick of our ſpiritual Wants as of out temporal, our Prayers. would be as ardent | 
for Supplies. Our Deſires ſhould be raiſed in the moſt intenſe degrees, in ſome propor- - 
tion to the Value of the Bleſſing ; they ſhould be ſtrong, as our Necellity to obtain ir. 
The Pardon of our Sins is the Effet of God's-higheſt Favour, of that Love thar is pecu- | 
liar to his Children, 'tis the Fruit of - our Saviour's-bloody Suffetings;- without it we are © 
miſerable for ever, and can we expect to obtain it by a formal ſuperficial Prayer ? It de- 
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tisfied ſhould we be, till we have the clear Teſtimony that we are in a State of Divine 
Favour? Only fervent Prayers arc regarded by God, and recorded in Heaven. We diſ- 
yalue his Pardon by our Indifferency and faint Deſires. In our Petitions for temporal 
things, our Aﬀections ſhould be temperate, always mix'd with reſign'd Submiſſion to rhe 
* Nam pro Will and * Wiſdom of our Heavenly Father, who'knows what, is- better for us than we 


Jucundis ap- | : op 
A : do, and loves us better than we do our ſelves : but in praying for the Pardon of our 


dabunt Dii: 9ins, our Afﬀections ſhould be inflamed, we ſhould as it were offer Violence to the King 
_ eſt of Heaven, and be unſatisfied without it. 
quam ſibi, What ardent and repeated Addreſſes were made by David for this great Bleſſing : Have . 
Juven, Mercy upon me, O Lord, according to thy Loving-kindneſs, according to the Multitude of thy 
tender Mercies blot out my Tranſgreſſion. Waſh me throughly from mine Iniquity, and cleanſe ? 
me from my Sin. Purge me with Hyſſop, and I ſhall be clean : waſh me, and I ſhall be whi- | 
ter than Snow. Deliver me from Blood-guiltineſs, O God, thou God of my Salvation. He 
prays as if the Ghoſt of Uriah were always in his View, covered with Blood, and rc- | 
proaching him for his treacherous Cruelty. The Afairs and Pleaſures of his Kingdom 
could nor divert and calm his Spirit, till he was reſtored to the joyful Senſe of God's 
faving Mercy. If it be ſaid, that David's. complicated Sins were of a crimſon Guilt, 
and juſtly terrified his Conſcience with the Apprehenſion of Vengeance: T anſwer, 'ris 
true, bur ſuppoſing that preventing Grace has kept us from Sins of a kiak Nature, 
whereby we ſhould have incurr'd greater Guilt, and been expoſed to greater Puniſhment, 
yet even the beſt Men. are in infinite need of pardoning Grace : for the leaſt Sin 
makes us guilty of eternal Death, and the infinite Number of our Sins, tho' according 
ro the carnal Conceits of Men ſmall, would be overwhelming. What is weaker than 
a Drop of Water, yet the Sca that is a Colleion of innumerable Drops of Water, docs 
often by an irreſiſtible Inundation drown the Land. The Wind 1s a Colleftion of many 
Vapours, which ſingly are of no Force, yet it often tears up the ſtrongeſt Trees, and 
overthrows the firmeſt Buildings. If the numerous Sins of one Man's Life were ſer in 
order before his Eyes, he would ſink into the Depths of Deſpair, were not the Divine 
Mercy ſuperabundant to our abounding Sins. We muſt renew our Requeſts for Pardon 
every day: 'Tis more neceſſary than to pray for our daily Bread. We contract new 
Guilt every day: and as our Saviour tells us, he that is waſhed needs to waſh his Feet, 
1.e. the Sins of" Frailty/ and daily Incurſion muſt be purged away by ſerious Repen- 
tance, .and the Application of the Blood of Chriſt, and our earneſt Prayer for Pardon. 
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ſerves the Flower and Zeal of our Aﬀettions. How folicitous and vehement, and unſa- 
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'Tis the crucl Character of Satan, he accuſes the Saints before God Day and Night : 
He is an ardent Acculer, and watchful always to find Matter to provoke God's Dif- 
pleaſure againſt us. 'Tis therefore a Duty of daily Revolution, to pray for our Pardon. 
Beſides, the Neglect of ſeeking for the daily Pardon of our Offences againſt God, ar- 
gues the deſpiſing his Anger, and conſequently the pen cy his Love, which is infi- 
nitely provoking. We are commanded not to let rhe Sus go down pon our Wrath, much 
leſs upon God's. Repentance is not an initial At of Sorrow, but muſt be renewed all our 
Lives. God's pardqning us is not a tranſient At, bur continued, as Conſervation is a 
continued Creation. 
| Prayer for Pardon muſt be mix'd with Faith in our 4/efſed Advocate, who ever lives to 
| make Interceſſion for us. Tf we could fill the Air with our Sighs, and Heaven with our 
| Tears, we could not incline the righteous and holy God to pardon us : His Juſtice is in 
flexible, and his pardoning Mercy a ſealed Fountain ; tis by the precious Merits and 
| Mediation of his Son we are reconciled ro him. Jeſus Chriſt is the fame' powerful com- 
| paſſionate Saviour, yeſterday, to day, and for ever. His obedient Sufferings are of inh- 
nite Value, and everlaſting Efficacy. | 
Laſtly, Confeſſion of Sin is a relative Duty, and muſt be joined with forſaking of 
Sin. The ſharpeſt Sorrow, the moſt confounding Shame for Sin, the ſtrongeſt Delires 
for Mercy, without the forſaking of Sin, are ineffeual. There muſt be a renouncing 
| of Sin in our Hearts, a Reſolution firm and permanent. againſt ir, an avoiding the Ap- 
pearance and Approaches of Sin, and an actual leaving it. If ir be ſaid, tis impoſlible 
we ſhould preſerve our ſelves from all Sin : St. John tells us, If any Man ſaith he has no 
Sin, he js a Liar, there is no Truth in him. IT anſwer, we muſt diſtinguiſh between Sins: 
There are ſome, which while we are united to Fleſh, that is a Principle of Weakneſs, 
| and arc in this open State, ſurrounded with Temptations, we cannot abſolutely be freed 
, from. Such are Sins of Ignorance and Inadvertence, and of ſudden Surreption: for 
Grace is not beſtowed in ſuch.a degree of Eminence to the Saints here, whereby they 
ws may obtain a clear and final Vidory over them : But if we pray, and watch, and ftrive. 
___. .-again{t-them, - and mourn for-their-Adherence tous; God wit ſpare us as a Father ſpares 
his Son that ſerves him. And 'tis a certain Sign of our Sincerity, if we are gradually 
cleanſing our ſclves from them. If they grow and 1ncreaſe, 'tis a ſad Indication : as | 
is ſaid, if a Scald in the Head ſpreads, tis a Leprofie. But there are Sins 'of a more rey. ;. 14. 
heinous Naturc, the not forſaking whereof excludes from Heaven : ſuch are enumera- 
ted by the Apoſtle, The Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, Adultery, Fornication, Unclean- Gal. . 
neſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
Seditions, Flerefies, Envyings, Murders, Drunkeneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like: of the 
which I have told yuu in time paſt, that they which do ſuch things, ſhall not inherit the King- 
dom of God. Betides, if the Love of any Sin remains in the Heart of a Man, he can- 
not be juſtified here, nor glorified hereafter. An indulged Sin, tho' ſmall in the Mat- 
rer, 1s great in the Diſpoſition of the Sinner. - In ſhort, God requires fincere Repen- 
tance, expreſs d in the confeſſing of our Sins, not to inform him, for neither the Soli- 
tude or Secrecy whercin Sin is committed, can hide us from his all-diſcerning Eye : tho' + 
ther® is no Witneſs to accuſe and give Evidence, nay- if the Sinner could extinguiſh his 
Conſcience, yer God will ſet the Sins of Men in order before them, and convince-the 
Guilty, he needed not their Confeſlion to diſcover them : but the humble, ingetiuous and 
forrowful Confeſſion of Sin is required, that his Mercy may be more illuſtrious in the 
Pardon of our Sins, and thar' the Sinner may fear to return to Folly. And this Con-. 
teſſion muſt be attended with the forſaking of Sins, in order to our Pardon, becauſe of 
his immutable Perfetions. A MalefaQtor may'juſtly- be condemned for. his Crimes, 
and tho' he remains impenitent and obſtinate in -Evil, rnay be pardoned, becauſe a 
temporal Prince is capable of various Apprehenſions and Paſſions, and 'may defle&t 
irom the Rule of Juſtice : bur'the Judge of the World is unchangably righteous and 
_ and cannot pardon Sinners to the Diſparagement of his Majeſty, his Purity and 
uſtice. PIO Ev uy | Fe 
| _ 2. Our pardoning the Offences:of others is an evangelical Condition of our obtain-. 
ing Pardon : We are commanded,” When ye ftand praying, forgive if ye have ought againſt Mutk 11. 2g, 
any : that, your Father alſo which is mn Heaven may forgive you your” Treſpaſſes. But if 25. 
| You do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in Heaven forgive your Treſpaſſes. The 
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Command is peremptory and univerſal, frequently and ſeverely urged upon us by our 
Saviour. The Reaſonableneſs and Congruiry 'of it is moſt evidem, if we conſider rhe 
Diſparity of rhe Obje&, or the Number of Offences. Our Sins againſt God are rela- 
tively. infinite, for his Majeſty and Authority are truly infinite, which are deſpiſed and. 
| abuſed by the Tranſpreſſion of his Laws : they are againſt all the Duty and Morives of 


Juſtice 
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Juſtice and Gratitude that oblige reaſonable Creatures to obey their Maker. Now the 
Offences and Injuries done to us are incomparably leſs : For we are mean Creatures, far 
leſs in Compariſon to God, than a Worm is to an Angel ; and by our Sins are vifer thay 
the Earth. Beſides, the Obligation that ſhould reſtrain Men from being injurious to us, 
are of infinitely a lower Nature. The Diſparity in the Number is very conſiderable. 
Our Sins againſt God are like the Sand upon the Sea-ſhore, their Number is aſtoniſhing : 
Our Imaginations have been continually evil, from the dawning of our Reaton : bur Of. 
fences againſt us are comparatively few : for the Variety of Objects in the World often 
divert the Thoughts and Paſſions of our Enemies fromus. We owe to the Lord 100006 
Talents, a vaſt Sum that can never be paid if it be nor forgiven, and ſhall we be unwil- ; 
ling to forgive a few Pence 2 What is more becoming rhan that we who want -a grear | 
Pardon, ſhould give a little one 2_ The Divine Mercy is propoſed as a Model for our Imi. 
ration. We mult pardon intirely, and take no Revenge for Injurics done to us, but re- 
turn Love for Hatred, Good for Evil, for ſo God does to us. We mult nor only forgive, 
but torget Injuries in the Senſe of Love ; not like thoſe who pardon in Words, but retain | 
the Memory of Offences, and upon a ſlight Occaſion renew their Reſentments. We | 
muſt forgive great Offences as well as ſmall, and renew our Pardon as often as Offences | 
are repeated, unleſs we will ſer Bounds to the Divine Mercy. We muſt rejoice more in | 
pardoning than in revenging Injuries, and ſeck to be reconciled to thoſe who are averſe 
from us, for that is according to our Pattern. Tis pretended, that by bearing a ſingle | 
Injury, we expoſe our ſelves to a double Injury : but we mult imitate our heavenly Fa-. 
ther : If we do not follow him in forgiving, he will follow us in retaining or Sins. The | 
Pſalmiſt tells us, With the Merciful God will ſhew himſelf merciful, but with the froward 

he will ſhew himſelf froward : A holy and righteous Puniſhment in Retaliation of their ſin- 
ful Diſpoſition. | 
The pardoning Injuries is contrary to corrupt Nature, and the duty is difficult, bur the | 
Reward is infinite. Tho it ſeems to vilify us, as-if-defetive in our Minds, -not to un- © | 

derſtand Injuries, or in Courage not to repay them, which makes Men hard to forgive ; 

—-—yet upon calm Confideratiorr we ſhall eſteem ir a Dury eaſy and honourable : for it pre- 

vents the inflaming our Paſſions, and the troubling of our ſelyes and others : 'tis an A&t 

of Royalty, and makes us ſuperiour to them : tis the nobleſt Victory, and often con- 
quers and changes an Enemy into a Friend. And above all Motives this ſhould recom- 

mend it to us, it ſeals our Pardon from God, and conveys the moſt clear and comfortable 

Sence of it-to us: For, as the Pſalmiſt excellently argues, He that planted the Ear, ſhall 

he not hear : He that formed the Eye, ſhall he not ſee 2 If we are by Divine Grace inclin'd 

and enabled to Pardon frequent Offences againſt us, ſhall not the God of all Grace be 
ready to pardon our many Offences againſt him 2 Our Saviour reaſons from the Love of | 
natural Parents ; If you that are evil know how to give good things to your Children, how | 
much more ſhall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to thoſe that ask it 2 The Tllation | 
' 15 as ſtrong in forgiving Love. If we who are of an unforgiving Nature ſincerely forgive | 
thoſe who injure us, and reſtore them to our Favour, how much more ſhall God who is 

Love, forgive our Sitis, and be reconciled to us ? | 

| 4. The Divine forgiveneſs ſhould be a powerful Motive to Thankfulneſs. David 
P[Hl, 103. 1,2. addreſſes to his Soul in an ardent and lively manner ; Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all 
that is within me bleſs his Holy Name. He excites every Faculty, the Underſtanding to 
conſider and value the Mercies of God, the Memory to regiſter them, and retain a thank- 
ful Senſe of them, the AﬀeCtions to celebrate them. He repeats the Call, Bleſs the 
Lord, O my. Soul, and forget not all his Benefits. We are apt to forget Favours, and re- 
member Provocations. Benefits are written in the Duſt, Injuries are engraven in Mar- 
ble. Burt ſtrong AﬀeCtions will make indelible Impreſſions of Thankfulnets. Tf we duly 
conſider the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of God, and our Meanneſs and Unworthinels, that 
we are leſs than the leaſt of his Mercies, we muſt be convinc'd every Benefit we receive 
from God deſerves to be remembred and acknowleged with ſerious Thankfulneſs. Thar 
God draws a Curtain of Reſt about us in the Night, provides for us in the Day, regards 
us with a compaſſionate Eye, and relieves us in our Wants and Sorrows, ſhould cauſe 
ſuch deep Aﬀections as flow into outward Declarations of Praile. 
'Tis true, our moſt ſolemn Recognition of his Benefits is but a poor Duty compard 
with his immenſe Bounty to. us: our Thankſgiving is an Echo to Gods Mercies, that 
repeats a few Syllables : what can our fading Breath add to his Bleſſedneſs and Glory, that 
are in the higheſt degree of Perfection, and truly infinite ? But tis moſt reaſonable, that 
as all our Bleſſings flow from his Mercy, they ſhould fall into the Sea of his Glory : and 
when our Souls bleſs him, he accepts our Sincerity, and does not deſpiſe our Thankſpiv- 
ings for want of perfection. ; p | 
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In the recounting God's Benefirs, the Pfalmiſt mentions in the firſt place the Pardon of 

Sin, who forgives all thy Tniquitzes, as the principal and Foundation of all the reſt. "This 

in a moſt powerful way entr'd into his Heart, and kindled a ſacred Fire there. I will 

| briefly ſhew, that the Pardon of Sin is fo divine a Benefit, that it'deferves our moſt ſo- 

lemn Thankfulneſs, and that it inclines and diſpoſes-the Soul to that Duty. | 
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1/2. That the pardon of our Sins deſerves our moſt Jolemn- Thankfulnets, will ippear 
by an evident Light, if we conſider the Narure' and Quatity of the Benctir, the Means by 
which 'tis obtain d, the Circumſtances in the diſpenting it, and the Conſequents. ' | 

(1.) The Quality and the Nature of the Benefit. Our Bleſſedneſs confiſts in the For- 
givencſs of our Sins. David infpircd from Heaven declares, Bleſſed is the Man whofe Tyi- Pal 32. x. 
quity is forgiven, and whoſe Sin is cover d. The worlt Effte& of Sin is the Separari&h 
between God and the Soul. In his prefence is Falneſs of Foy, in his Abſence Fulneſs &f 
Sorrow. Go ye curſed, is as terrible a Part of the Scntenee'as the everlaſting Burnine. Hell 
is the element of Sin and Miſery : whercin the' Fire*made fferce with Brimitone; and the 
undying Worm of Conſcience, torment the Wicked. Now the'Pard6h of Sin 1ceures us 
| from the Wrath of God, the ſupreme Evil} and the Cauſe of all other Evils. | 
| | Beſides, the Love of God that pardons us is our ſovereign Good, 'and is the productive 
| | and conſervative Caule of all good : Tt beſtows upon us caleſtial Happineſs; tn cotnp4- 
| riion of which all the Degrees of worldly Honour, and Power, and Pleaftire, and*Rith-. 
| cs, arc bur Droſs and Dung. The Pardon of Sin has inſeparably annex'd to it the Pri- 
vilcge of Adoption, and a Title ro the Kingdom of Glory. '' Our Saviour declar'd to tht 
Apottle, that the End of the Goſpel is to open the Eyes of Men, anil toiturn them from At 26. 18. 
Darkneſs to Light, that they may receive the Forgiveneſs of Bins, and an Inheritance ahdohg 
them who are ſanitified by Faith that is in me. £130 Ln, Jo 43" 2 
; Gol permitred the Fall of Man, to raiſe lim to a more excellent and ftable Felivity. 
Adam was dignified with Dominion over the lower World, and ſeated a'prince'in Paradife; 
but his Happineſs depended upon his Obedience, and that upon the Freedom of his Will, | Fo 
--__ Which proved-a dangerous-Endowment-by-his Abuſe-of it. He was fooliſh and fickle th 
_ the beſt State of Nature: he affected an independent Immortality, and being in Honour, 
| became like the Beaſts that periſh. But the Pardon of Sin is the Foundation of 'erernal 
Happineſs. Thoſe who are juſtified ſhall be glorified, and made equal-to the Angels, Who 
are conſtant in Good, as the Devils are obſtinate 4n Evil. The bleſked'State above 1s 1e- 
cure and unforfeitable : the Saints are uncapable of ſinhing and dying. Tt 

(2.) The Means whereby our Pardon is obtaind. T ſhall not dare to determine, that 
God could not have pardon'd us by his Sovereignty without Satisfaftion to his Juſtice, 
bur he has been pleaſed to ſave us in a way moſt honourable to himſelf, and comfortable - = 
to us. The Plalmiſt tells us, according ts the Name of God, ſo is his Praiſe.” As his excel- Pſal. 48. 
lent Attributes are manifeſt in his Works, underſtanding Creatures adore and celebrate 
them. The Wiſdom of God fo gloriouſly appears in the way of our Salvation, that the 
admiring Angels praiſe him for ever. And the Goodneſs of God is fo confpicuous in 
faving us by Chritt, that our exuberant Aﬀections ſhould be pourcd forth in Thankfulneſs. 
The Remiſlion of our Sins is by Redemption in his Blood. Tr was an Expreſſion of David's nw 
Picty, that he would not ſerve God with that which coft -him nothing, bur putchaſe the ; gam. 24.44. 

Sacrifice by a Price : and ic was the high Expretiion of God's Loye; that he would not 

fave us with that which coſt him nothing, .but with the facred Treafure of Heaven, 
the precious Blood of his Son. Beſides, the-guilty Conſcience —— a Senſe of 
God's revenging Juſtice, that our Aſſurance would not be fo entire tn his Mercy, without 
Satisfaction made by rhe Sufterings of our bleſſed Mediator. In this we have the Adyan- 
tage of David, who had not ſo clear a Diſcovery of rthe' Means of our Pardon, bur a 
general Knowledge of rhe Forgiveneſs of Sins ; yer thar infpird ſach flaming Aﬀections 
into his Breaſt, that he begins the Euchariſtical Pſalm for that Mercy, and concludes it 
with, Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul : Bur we that have had Feſus Chriſt evidently ſet forth as 
crucified before our Eyes, to reconcile God to us ; we to whomit is revealed, that the Rode 
of our Salvation is woven out of his bleeding Bowels, in the ſame Proportion as our 


| # | | RE 0 , 
Knowledge of this myſterious Mercy, 'our Thankfulneſs ſhould exceed bis Tf any do 


not with the moſt ardent Aﬀetions acknowledge rhe Mercy of Forgivenefs fo dearly pur- 
chaſed, 'ris an unhappy Sign he has no Intereſt in it. Ot 
(3-) The Circumſtances of diſpenſing our Pardon. T ſhall confider two that make the 
ine Mercy more glorious and worthy of our Thankfulnefs. | | 
' 1/. That pardoning Mercy was diſpenſed tous; notwithſtanding our continued Rebel- 
10ns againſt God. A Prince is ſometimes induced to pardon a Criminal, by the Solicita- 
F tions of his Friends, and by his Prayers and Tears ; bur the Divine Goodneſs was the 
lole Mover for us, and interpoſed between Juſtice and our Offences. Initead of ap- 
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appeaſing God by humble and mournful Submiſſion, and ardent Addrefles tor Mercy, we 
repeared the Provocations of his Diſpleaſure every Day. How long d1d he with unwea- 
ried Patience wazt to be gracious 2 If after ten thouſand Denials of accepting his Mercy, 
he had forſaken us, we had been as miſerable as we are ſinful. But notwithſtanding our 
being inflexible to the innumerable Calls of his Word, impenetrable to rhe pure Motion of 
his Spirit, and inſenſible of his excellent Goodneſs that leads Sinners ro Repentance ; 
tho' the Love of Heaven or Fear of Hell could not prevail with us to forfake our Sins : 
when we were prepared for Wrath, and averſe and utterly indiſpoſed for the recciving 
his Mercy, then his Grace, as free as omnipotent, gave us Repentance unto Life, and 
qualified us for Pardon, and beſtowed it upon us. The Extenuation of our Sins is in- 
conſiſtent with the Exaltation of Grace: but the more humble we are in the deep Senſe 
of our Guilt, the more thankful for the Divine Clemency. That God was pleaſed ro 
crown us with Loving-kindneſs and Mercy, when a killing Charge of innumerable Offences 
was levell'd againſt us, O Goodneſs, truly Divine and Infinite, and ſhould accordingly 
affe@ us with Admiration ! 

- 2dly. Pardoning Mercy diſtinguiſhes between Sinners of equal Guilt, and often ſaves 
thoſe of greater Guilt when others die eternally : This Comparative heightens God's 
Love and our Thankfulneſs. How many are ſurpriz'd and cut off in a Courſe of Sin ? 
how many die without Repentance, and are under a notorious Neceſlity of periſhing ? 
yet we that were as bad or worſe, neither melted and made pliable by his Goocdinets, 
nor better'd by his Judgments, he ſpared, and by his Grace cleanſed and changed us, 
that we might partake of Mercy. In this Diſpenſation the Queſtion of the Apollle 
may be putin'its full Force, Who made thee to differ > Nothing within us, nothing with- 
out us, diſtinguiſh'd us from thoſe thar periſh ; there were the ſame polluted Principles 
in our Hearts, and the ſame rebellious Sins in our Lives : only the Mercy of God that 
has no moving Cauſe but ir ſelf, made the Difference. Let the Compariton be contracted 
between us and our Aſſociates in Sin, and as the Sun-beams .concenter.d in a Burning- 


glaſs, it will more inflame our thankful Aﬀections. How many that were joined inthe 
commiſſion of ſocial Sins, of Intemperance, Uncleanneſs, Unrighteouſneſs, and the like, 


are dead, and without the Reſerve of pardoning Mercy, and ſome were reſcued from 
Damnation, as due to them as to the reſt. Ar the laſt Day, when there ſhall be an ever- 
laſting Separation between thoſe at the right Hand, and thoſe ar the lefr Hand of the 
Judge of the World, we ſhall underſtand the Riches of Grace that diſtinguiſh berween us 
and the Partners of our Guilt: as by ſeeing us juſtified and received into Glory, their ſad 
Excluſion will be aggravated to Extremity ; ſo by ſeeing them doom'd to Deſtruction 
for ever, the ſaving-Grace of God to us will be more glorious. 


(4.) The Conſequents of Pardon in the preſent Life deſerye our moſt affeRionate 
Thankfulneſs. 

1. The Pardon of Sins gives us a regular Title to all temporal Bleſſings, and the tru- 
eſt Sweetneſs. in their Fruition. God is the univerſal and abſolute Proprietary of all 
things in this World, being made by his creating Power, and continued by his preſerva- 
tive Power. By our rebellious Sins we were under a juſt Deprivation of them. Now 
the Pardon of Sin takes oft the deadly Forfeiture, and reſtores the Uſe and Benefit of 


| temporal Bleſſings to us. Tis true, God by his general Bounty affords Supplics to his 


Enemies : The Sun riſes with his cheerful Light, and the Rain falls upon the Juſt and Un- 
Juſt ; and wicked Men have a civil right to their Poſſeſſions : bur they are notthe Gifts of 
his ſpecial Love to them. The Prodigal was firſt pardon'd, and then entertain'd with a 
Feaſt. The Love of God gives a chearful TinQture to all his Benefits. "Tis emphatically 
ſaid, God, even our own God, ſhall Bleſs us. As he is pleaſed to value and acceptthe mean- 
eſt Service that is mix'd with our Aﬀections to him : A Cup of cold Water that comes 
from the Spring of Love, ſhall have its Reward : So his Love raiſes the Price of every 
Bleſſing. The Pſalmiſt having ſer forth the Riches, and Proſperity, and Peace of a King- 
dom, breaks forth, 2 7s the People that are in ſuch a caſe. But he preſently revokes 
it, and aſcends with a Gradation of Light and Force ; Tea, happy is that .People whoſe God 
is the Lord ; who are ina State of Divine Favour. Temporal Bleſſings, if they are nor 
the Gifts of God reconciled to us in the Redeemer, are Snares thart alicnate the Hearts of 
Men from God, and foment their Luſts, and prepare rhem for final Deſtruction. The 
rich Man had his good things here ; and was tormented after his ſenſual Fruitions. A 
rebellious Sinner is ſpared for a time, and puniſhed for ever. The King of Sodom was 


reſcued from Captivity by Abraham, and reſerved for Deſtruction by a Shower of Fire 
and Brimſtone. 
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2, The Pardon of our Sins allays and mntigatcs all Afilictions in the . preſenc/Stare. 
The Contcicence of Guilt mix'd with Aitliftion, 1s like tne pottoning a Sward thas makes - 
ir woyad more deadly. The Spirit of a Man may bear temporal Evils ; thar is, by Goun: 
{el and Conſtancy may {ſupport himfclf under them ;- but a woxndeel Spirit who can. bear ? 
Conltience in Anguiſh by the feeling of God's Wrath for our Sins, am! Fear of the. Ey- 
txremity of it hereafter, is an intolerable Eyil. Let che Afﬀiction be a lignt Touch upon 
the outward Man, iyert when the afflicted Perſon conſigers, that 'tis ſent from God as an 
Egemy, and tis the Beginning of his Wrath: that is, a;conſuming Fire, he is difpiriced 
and ſinks under the Weight of it. How. can frail Man.encounger with offcended.Omni- 
potence, ſinful Man conflict immediately. with.the Holy God? ' The Senle | of Guilt 
makes a Man a Terror to himſelf, and conſequently makes Aillictions to be more pier- 
cing and dolorous. Whereas when the Soul is eſtabliſhd in the Peace of God, i finds. 
Confolation in his pardoning Love, ſuperiour to all kinds and degrees of external{Eyils 
that can aftlict us here. 'Tis the happy Privilege of the Inhabirants of Zzon, the: holy | 
City, They ſhall not ſay they are ſick, for their Iniquitzes ſhall be forgiven. The Divine If. ;3. «ts 
Comforter fortifies their Faith in the Promiles of the bleſſed Tfſue our of all their Aficti- 
ons : All things work together for the Good of thoſe who love God. Our Love to God: js 
the Refletion of his Love to us, that is powerful ſo to order all Evils, that they ſhall 
harmoniouſly conſpire to our cternal Happineſs. - The Impreſlion of- this in the Spirits 
of God's Children, makes them patient and ſubmiſſive with Reſignatien' under all-AMi- 
ions. "Tis certain the faſtening of the Mind in Contemplation. of -an excellent ObjeR, 
.may caule-1o ſtrong a Diverſion, that bodily Pains are\much mitigated,, The Martyrs, 
by the powerful Impreſſion of the glorious Reward, ſeem to be in an Extaſie, withour 
Feeling in the midft of their cruel Sufferings. The Prophet 77abakkuk triumphantly de- 
clares, Altho the Fig-tree ſhill not bloſſom, neither ſhall Fruit be in the Vines : the Labour 
of the Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields ſhall yield no Meat : The Flock ſhall be cut off from 
the Fold, and there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls. Tho' all the Supports and Comforts 
of Life fail, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my Salvation. Joy is 
the AﬀeRtion of Proſperity ; but as the ſcalding Drops of God's Wrath upon the Con- 
ſcience turn all the Comforts of a Man into Torment, ſo the cordial Drops of his Love 
change Aftlictions into Conſolations. | 
3. I will ſhew that the Pardon of our Sins produces an excellent Temper and Diſpoſi- 
tion of Soul to praiſe God. Love to the Benefactor, and Joy in rhe Benefit, are the 
Incentives of Thankfulncſs. They rune the Heart and Tongue in the Muſick of Praiſe. 
When they are raiſed ro a Flame, rhey have a kind of Charm, of Rapture and exratick 
Force, and tranſport the Soul above it {elf in Expreſſions of Praiſe. Theſe holy Afﬀe- 
tions in the Angels and Saints above are in their Exaltation : and the Circle of their 
Employment is, to acknowledge and admire, to reverence and magnific God, for his abſo- 
lute Excellencies, and his relative Benefits. Love and Joy are regulated by their Objets 
and Motives. Exceeding Love and Joy, when terminated on worldly things, arc cx- 
ceeding Folly : they are empty and vaniſhing, a ſudden Blaze that dies in a Moment. 
Burt the Pardon of our Sins infinitely endears God to us, and produces a ſubſtantial per- 
manent Joy. His Love, tho' our Hearts be as hard as a Rock, as cold and dead as the 
Grave, will melt us, and kindle a holy Hear of Afﬀection, a Love ſingular and ſupream 
to God, according to the Excellency of the Benefir. Love will ingeminate the Praiſes of 
God: Thou art my God, I will praiſe thee : thou art my God, I will exalt thee. Our Joy Pal. 1:8. 
in the Benefit wull be according to our extream want of it, and the Strength of our De- 
fires to obtain it. Without the Pardon of our Sins, it had been better for us we had. 
never been born.; or made in a lower Rank of Creatures uncapable of Damnation. Ac- 
cording to the Conviction of the Greatneſs of our Miſery, our Longings will be for Deli- 
verance : The Defire accompliſh d is a Tree of Life. The Tree of Life was in the mid{(t 
of Paradiſe, the Centre of its Pleaſures. According to the Degrees of our Deſires, ſuch 
is the Sweetneſs of Fruition. Nqw "when the Soul is overwhelm'd with the fearful 
e's po of everlaſting Death, how ardent are the Deſires of Pardon 2 how unſa- 
tified without it? and what Impreſſions of Joy are felt from the ſealing its Pardon ? 
Solomon tells us, That good .News from a far Country is like cooling Water to one burnt up 
with Thirſk, How much more refreſhing is the Teſtimony of the bleſſed Comforter from 
eaven, to'one fainting in the Eftuations of Conſcience, that his Sins are pardoned 2? 
David expreſſes his Valuation and carneſt Longing for the Favour of God, and his joy- 
ful Senſe of ir: There be many that ſay, Who will ſhew us any Good? Lord, lift up the Pal +. 
Light of thy Countenance upon me : Thou haſt put Gladneſs in my Heart, more than in the 
time that their Corn and Wine increaſed : An inward cordial Joy, that far exceeds the 
counterfeit Joy in the Countenance, that ends in Heavineſs. Now the thankful Senſe 
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of a Benefit is correſpondent to the joyful Senſe of it, and the joyful according to our 
languiſhing longing after ir. Fervent Prayer for the pardoning Mercy of God, and a 
frozen Acknowledgement of it, are utterly inconſiſtent. There is no Joy in the World 
ſo ſenſible and afteCting, as the Joy of one ſaved from preſent Death. A condemned 


Man values and rejoices more in receiving two Lines where his Pardon is contained, © 


than in the Conveyance of a Kingdom. Hezekiah, when under the Sentence of Death 
in his Sickneſs, how paſſionate were his Addreſſes for Recovery 2 How exuberant were 
his Joy and Thankfulneſs for his Reſcue from periſhing 2 The living, the living, he ſhall 
praiſe thee, as I do this day. He reſolves to renew the Praiſes of his gracious Preſerver 
every day : The Lord ſaved me; therefore we _— my Songs to the ſtringed Inſtruments 
all the Days of our Life, in the Houſe of the Lord. Had he fo quick and warm a Senſe 


of the Divine Mercy that ſaved him from the Grave, how much more ardent ſhould 


our Acknowledgments be for the ſaving us from Hell? If we have the Feeling of Sin, 
as we have of Sickneſs, and are as duly ſenſible how much the Life of the Soul, our 
excellent and immortal Part, is to be preferred before the Life of the frail and periſh- 
ing Body, our Joy and Thankfulneſs would be in the higheſt Elevation, in remembring 
forgiving Mercy. This will be the Argument of tae high and everlaſting Praiſe of God 
in Heaven. | | 

T ſhall conclude with this Advice, Let us not content our ſelves with verbal Acknow- 
ledgments of this real and glorious Benefit : Let our Thankſgiving be joined with 
Thankſdoing ; then we ſhall be accepted. Of this we have the moſt comforting Aſſu- 
rance from. God himſelf; He that offers Praiſe glorifies me+ and to him that orders his 
Converſation aright, I will ſhew the Salvation of God. 
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of IS the bleſſed Privilege ohtaind by our Saviour for his People, that 
fmcere though imperfet $anftificatio is gractouſly accepted of God 

the Judge Al This fincere Holineſs 1s Siriftly and mdiſpenfibly 

requird by the Law of Faith, in the Hand of the Mediator : 
Without it we cannot partake of the Treaſures of Mercy and of Glory that are re- 
veal d in the Goſpel. Tis therefore 'a matter that infimtely concerns us, both in re- 
ſpef# of our preſent Peace and future Bleſſedneſs, to make a true Diſcovery of our 
Uprightneſs. And uſually all the Fears and Inquires about our Spiritual State iſſue 
in this, whether we are upright or not? The Aſſurance of our Uprigbtneſs, is a 
Fountain of Relief tn all perplexing Jealouſues about the Favour of God : For wot- 
withſtanding our Defefts, he will ſpare us, as a Father ſpares his Son that 
ſerves him. 

This great Queſtton of our Sincerity may be cleard by a due obſerving our Hearts 
and Ways : For Conſcience ts an inſeparable Faculty of the Soul, and even in the 
Heathen accus d or excusd, as thewr AtFtons were exorbitant or regular according to 
the internal Law, and conſequently gave Teſtimonies of their Widdedueſ Ss, or moral 
Integrity, The Scripture tndeed tells us, Ihe Neart of Man is deceitful aboye all 
things, and deſperately wicked, who can know it ? But this primarily reſpefts 
the diſcerning it by others ; us the Apoſtle ſauh, Who knows the things of a Man, 
fave che Spirit of a Man which is in him? There may be the AﬀeBation of the 
Name of Religion, joynd with a diſaffe&ion to the thing : There may be ſolemn For- 
mality without cordial Godlineſs ; an atting of Piety and perſonating Devotion for vile 
Ends. But though the tmpure Artiſt under a Veil of Hypocrifie may be conceal d 
from others, yet he 1s not from the Corvifiion of his own Mind. 

I ſhall add further, that many from tgnorance or careleſneſs, may preſume they 
are in a State of Salvation, when they are in the Gall of Birterneſs, and Bond 
of Iniquity. There are many carnal Shifts made uſe of to palliate the evil Condi- 
ton of Mens Souls, but their Security proceeds from the neglef# of due examining. 
their Hearts and Lives. It will be a vain excuſe at the la$i Day, to plead, the 
Serpent beguild me : For 'tts not meerly our decervableneſs, but willingneſs to be | 
deceiv'd, that expoſes us to mifiake our ſpiritual Condition by the Inſmnuations of Satan. 
4s the wiſe Philoſopher obſerves, A Man ts the firſt and principal Flatterer of him- *'**- 4 adul. 
ſelf, and therefore apt to be decerved by other Flatterers. But if we take the Can- 
dle of the Lord, and impartially ſearch our ſelves, though the Heart be ſuch 4 
dark Labyrinth, that every ſecret turning cannot be diſcovered ; though all the Defle@i- 
ons and Errors of our W ays cannot be exatily known, yet we may underſtand the habt- 
tual frame of our Hearts, and the courſe of our Lives. s 

Tis the End of the following Sermons, to diref# Men in the diſcuſſun of Conſci- 
ence, that they may not from an erring Mind, and corrupt Heart, decerve themſelves 
ma Matter that ſo nearly concerns them, and mcur the double Puniſhment m propor- 

Lon to their Guilt, as our Saviour foretells, When the Blind lead the Blind, 
both fall into the Ditch, : 
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M.my uſeful Rules are laid down by Drvmes, whereby true Grace may be ij- 
cern'd from Counterfeit : but the plaineſt Trial and Level to the perception of the 
loweſt Chriſtian, is, Whether there be a ſmcere reſpeEt to all God s Commands, with- 
out the Reſervation of any known Sin, how pleaſant ſoever, to the carnal Appetites, or 
the Exception againſt any known Duty that 1s diſpleaſing to them. If Ma nuulld rence 
from the Vanities and Buſineſs of the World. into themſelves, and ſearch their Sprrits 
with that ſeriouſneſs that is due to ſo weighty a Matter 3 if with a reſolution to know 
the State of their Souls, if Conſcience were r#qu1tive as tinder God s Eye, that bas a 
full Proſpef# into every Breaſt, they might have an inward Teſtimony of their Since. 
rity or Deceitfulneſs. The Apoſtle refers the deciſion of our State with reſpe&t to 
Ged, to the TeStimcny of the eulightned Conſcience: It our Hearts condemn ys 
not, (of any habitual indulged Sm) then we have peace towards God. - If our | 
Rearts condemn us, God is greater than our Hearts, and knows al] things. 
X From the neglett of trying themſelves, many live in a Cloud of Delufun, and from | 
mward Darkneſs paſs to outer Darkneſs for ever. 
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| JO 8 Ab XVIII. 23. 
I was alſo upright before him: and have lept my felf from 


mine Imquity. 


HE Title of this Pſalm declares the Occaſion of it: David ſpake unto the 
Lord the Words of this Song, in the Day that the Lord delivered him from 
the hand of all his Enemies, and from the hand of Saul. Tis a clear 
Evidence of his Heavenly Mind, that after his Victories and Triumphs, 

'- when his Throne was eſtabliſh'd in Peace, he.recounts the ſignal Atts of 
Divine Providence with holy Extaſies of Praiſe and Thankfulneſs, -and leaves an ever-  - 
laſting Memorial of God's excellent Goodneſs to him. Carnal Perſons-in Extremities, 
may be ardent in Requeſts for Deliverance, but when 'tis obtain, they retain bur a 
cold Remembrance of God's preſerving Mercy ; hay, they often pervert his Benefits : 
| The affluence, and eaſe, and ſecurity of their Condition, occaſions the ungrateful for- 


getfulneſs of their Benefator. Self-love kindles defires for what we want, the Love of 
God inſpires a holy Heat in Praiſes for what we enjoy. + £ 
In the Pſalm, the inſpird Compoſer diſplays the Divine PerfeQions in lofty Figures 
of Spcech, ſuitable to Sacred Poeſy, and in a relative endearing Way as. manifefted in 
his Preſervation. He attributes ſuch Titles to God, as are ſignificant of the Benefits he 
received : Sometimes God diſcovers the crafty and cruel Deſigns that are form'd againſt 
his People, his Eye ſaves them, and he is ſtild rheir Light : Somerimes he breaks the 
Strength of their Enemies, his Hand and Power faves ; «Ke he is ſtild their Defexce. 
Here the Pſalmiſt, with exuberant Aﬀections, mulriplies the Divine Titles, The Lord is 
my Rock, and my Fortreſs, and my Deliverer ; my Shield, and my high Tower, and my Re- 
fuge, and my Salvation : A Rock is a Natural, a Tower .an Artificial Defence ;. both are 
uted to expreſs the ſafe Protection he found in God. He then ſers forth the Extremity 
of his Danger, to add a Luſtre ro the Name of lis Preſerver : The Wives of Death 
compaſſed me ; the Floods of ungodly Men made me afraid: His ruin was imminent, and 
ſcem'd to be inevitable : But in that Diſtreſs, his fervent Prayer, his crying to God pierc'd 
the Heavens, God heard his Voice out of his Temple, and ſpeedily inthe beſt Seaſon came 
for his deliverance. Fe was ſeen upon the Wings of the Wind ; he rode upon a Cherub, 
(thoſe ſwifter Spirits) and did fly. He deſcribes the Terrors of his Coming againſt his. 
Enemies : The Lord thundred from the Heavens ; he ſent down his Arrows, and ſcattered. 
| them: his Lightning diſcomfited them. The Acts of Juſtice reverſt, have the Enſign of 
7 Mercy on them : The drowning of the Egyptiaks in the Red Sea, was the preſerving 
of the 7ſraelites. Bricfly, He aſcribes his deliverance to the Favour of God as the ſole 
Mover, and the Power of God as the ſole Worker of it. Ze delivered me, becauſe he 
delighted in me. His free and compaſſiotiate Love was primarily aCtive, and drew forth. 
his Power in its moſt noble Exerciſe for the Salvation of David. Suck an ingenuous and, 
grateful Senſe the Pſalmiſt had of the Divine Mercy : This gave the ſweeteſt reliſh of 
his Deliverance : this was his true Triumph after the final Conqueſt of his Enemies. 
Indeed his Enemies were unjuſt and cruel, and God vindicated the Juſtice of his Cauſe 
3gainft them : Therefore he ſaith, The Lord rewarded me according to my Rightoeuſneſe ; 
according to the Cleanneſs of my Hands hath be recompenſed me. He declares the Holineſs. 
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of his Converſation : / have kept the Ways of the Lord, and have not wickedly departed 
from my God. And as an eminent Inſtance of this, he faith, in the Words of the Text, 
I was upright alſo before him : and kept my ſelf from mine Iniquity. 

\ In the Text there is a ſolemn Declaration of Dayzd's Uprightneſs, by his atteſting 
God the Searcher and Judge of the Heart ; 7 was upright befor him : And by an infalli- 
ble proof of it, / kept my ſelf from mine Jniquity. | | 

There is one Difficulty to be remov'd before I come to diſcourſe upon the Propoſition, 
and that is, how this Profeſſion of Uprightneſs is reconcilcable with David's Actions in 

' the Matter of Uriah 2 Wherher we conſider the Quality of. his Sins, the crimſon Guilt, | 
and killing Circumſtances that attended them ; elpecially the deliberate and cruel Con- 
trivance of Uriah's Death : Or whether we conſider the fearful Interval between his Sin 
and Repentance : for bke ſome fair Rivers that in their Current ſuddenly ſink under 
Ground, and are loſt in their ſecret Paſſage, till at a great diſtance they riſe and flow 
apain : Thus it was with David, he that was ſo conſpicuous in holineſs of Life, ſunk 
into a Gulf of Senſuality and Cruclty, and for a long time was unrelenting and unre- 
formed, rill by a ſpecial Meſſage from God by the Prophet Nathan, he was renewed to 
Repenrance, and reſtored to the forfeited Favour of God. Ls 

To this Objection ſome Learned Interpreters anſwer, That the Declaration of his 
Tnnocence and Integrity, muſt be underſtood with a tacit Exception according to the 
Teſtimony of Scripture concerning him, That he did that which was right in the Eyes 0 
the Lord, and turned not aſide from any thing that he commanded him all the days of his Life, 
ſave only in the Matter of Uriah. Thar Sin, though a dreadful Provocation, yet did nor | 
blaſt rhe Uprightnelſs of the reſt of his Life, and make it unacceptable ro God. 2. This 
Affirmation of David may refer to his afllicted State, when his Contcience was tender 
and vigilant, and his Paſſions fo ſubdued, that though Sau, his moſt unrightcous and 
implacable Adverſary, was at his Mercy, and he could as eaſily have cur off his Head, 

as the Lap of his Garment ; though he was provok d to take his full revenge on him, 
and put an end to his own Fears, yet he rejected the Motion with abhorrence ; God for- 
bid T ſhould lift up my Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed: He ſpared Saul, and would nor 
by ſuch an irregular Act obtain the Kingdom, though elected to it by God himſelf. By 
this we may take an eſtimate of his Integrity, which God rewarded at laſt. 
The Propoſition that I ſhall diſcourſe of is this, That the preſerving a Man's ſelf from 
his Tniquity, is an undeceiving Evidence of Uprightneſs. 


In the managing the DoQtrine, Three Things'are to be conſidered and unfolded. 


”u 


1. What Sin may be denominated a Man's own. 
2. What the preſerving ones ſelf from that Sin implies. 
3. How this is an undeceiving Evidence of Uprightneſs. 


1. What Sin may be denominated a Man's own. 


| In general, every Sin that a Man commits may be tiled his own, as 'tis the iſſue of 
his corrupt Nature, and the Off-ſpring of his depraved Will. St. Fames expreſſes it, 
Every Man is tempted, (that is, flecually) when he is drawn away of his own Luſt. The 
Devil may folicite and excite, but without the Conſent of the Will he can never faſten 
Guilt upon us. Every actual Sin is in ſome degree voluntary : But ſome Sins, in an 
eminent propriety and peculiar manner, may be called our own ; ſuch as there is a ſtrong 
tendency to commit, either from the natural Inclination, or Cuſtom, that is an acceſſa- 
ry Nature, or from ſpecial reſpeCs that engage the Will and Aﬀections. As in the na- 
rural Body compos'd of various Members, ſome are more dear and uſeful, as the right 
Eye, and the right Hand : So in the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh, as the corrupt Na- 
ture is ftil'd by the Apoſtle, from the variety and union of the vicious Aﬀections, there 
are {ome particular Luſts, cither for Pleaſure or Profit, are as the right Eye, or right 
Hand, in our Saviour's Language, fo dear to Men, that they will loſe Eternal Life ra- 
ther than be ſeparated from them. 

Theſe reigning Sins, that have a complear dominion in the Unregencrate, are of dif- 
ferent kinds in ſeveral Perſons. 'T will proceed in the diſcovery of them. - 1. By a dire 
Light, from their Cauſes. 2. By a reflex Light, from their Effets. The Cauſes of 
ſpecial Sins are cither Natural or Moral : The Natural arc the different Temperaments 
of Mens Bodies, and the Connexion of the Paſſions, that fo ſtrongly draw the Will, 


that we may as certainly underſtand what vicious Actions are naturally conſequent, as 
Ailronomers foretel the Eclipſes of the Lights of Heaven. 
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I will begin with the Conſideration of the different Temperaments of Mens Bodies, 


which are the ſecrer Springs of their Inclinations and Averſions. "Tis requiſite to pre- 


miſe, that Original Sin, the Poiſon diſtilled through all the Faculties of Man by Propagati- r1,,4-ws 
on, is an univerſal ſupreme Evil: "Tis a Seminary of all corrupt Defires, from whence the 367. Plur, 
Iffues of aQtual Sins are derived: and that ſome are leſs inclin'd to notorious Sins than 
others, is not from naked Nature, but from the ſingular diſtinguiſhing Mercy of God. 
This Depravation, ſo general and deplorable, was obſerved by rhe witer Heathens, 
who were ignorant of the Cauſe of it, the rebellious Sin of Adam, the common Father 
and Repreſentative of Mankind. This Corruption of Nature doth not extenuate, bur 
aggravate our Guilt: As the Pſalmiſt with deep ſorrow acknowledges his native inherent 
Pollution ; 7n Sin was I conceived, and in Iniquity brought forth. 1 know many bold in- 
quiring Wits have preſum'd to examine the Decrees of God concerning the lapſed State of —( 
Mankind : but 'tis much ſafer * to admire the Divine Providence, than to argue ; to be- * quzris m 
lieve the Revclation, than to diſpute againſt it. & I - *go 
ticudinem. - Tu ratiocinare, ego miror. 4ug. Serm. 7. de verb. Abe. M 
Bur alchough the * corrupt Nature virtually includes all Sin, yer there is not an equal * g-utrm om- 


0 all in eycry Perſon: asin w ected Grounds, ſome Weeds are rankecr ni vitie ha- 
propenſity to all in every Perſon: asin waſte negl nds, $ EE Dow 


and rifer than others, from the qualiry of the Soil ; ſo ſome kinds of Sin are more predo- ;, gmnia naw. 


minant and evident inthe Lives of Man, according to their peculiar Diſpoſitions. r2 pronus eſt : 
pn] 0 _ omnina : "as 
nibus ſunt, ſed non omnia in ſingulis extant. Omnia in omnibus inſunt ; ſed in quibuſdam ſingula eminent.. Setec. de benef. L. 4. 


For the unfolding this, we are to conſider, That the Soul of Maninits ſtate of Union, 
has a continual dependance upon the Body, both in its intelleftual and moral Operations. 
Conſider it as a Spirit, and in its ſeparate State, tis capable of aCting as freely and in- 
pendently as thoſe pure Intelligencies that are diſtant from alliance with groſs Matter - 
bur conſider the Spirit as a Soul conſociated with a Body of Fleſh, there is a ſtrange cir- _ 
cling Influence between the Soul and the Body : The Diſpoſitions of the Body ſuirably 


incline the Soul,” and the Inclinarions-of the Soul affet the Body. - In the IntelleQtual 


Operations as the Animal Spirits arc qualified, ſome are of ſubtil and quick Wits, others 
of ſtay'd and ſolid Minds ; ſome are fir for Contemplation, others for Action. And in 
moral Actions the Soul works by the active Power of the ſenſitive Faculcies, and the 
AQions reſemble the Inſtruments. The Complexion of our Minds as well as Manners is 
uſually ſuitable to our natural Temperature. I will more diſtintly unfold this. In the 
Human Body there is the united Figure of the World, the heavy Earth, rhe liquid Water; 
the fubtil Air and activeFire enter into its Compoſition : from the mixture of theſe Ingre- 
dicnts reſults th2 Temperature of the Bodies ; and as the Qualities proper to them are pre- 
dominant, Men are denominated Sanguine or Melancholy, Cholerick or Flegmatick + 
Such as the Conſtitution is, ſuch are the Thclinations, and ſuch are the AQions that flow 
from them. *Tis obſervable, that brute Creatures ate either fierce or tame, bold or fear- 
ful, ſtupid or dociie, as their Blood is hotter or colder, of a finer or thicker Contexture. 
And in Children there is an early diſcloſure of contrary Diſpoſitions according to their 
Temperaments : Thus ſome are ſoft and ductile, others ſtiff and ſtubborn ; ſome are of 
a ſweet pliable Temper, drawn by Counſel and the Cords of Love ; others of a baſer 
caſt, will not be led by Reaſon and Kindnefs, but muſt be conſtrain'd by Fear ; ſome are 
of an ingenuous Diſpoſition, bluſhing at any thing that is indecent and va apy 2g O- 
thers defie all Modeſty, and will not change Countenance though ſurpriz'd in a foul Acti- 
bn. As the Tnclination in Animals to Actions proper to their Kind, is diſcovered by their 
Offers befare they are fit for Action: Birds will attempt to fly before their Wings are 
torm'd ; {o in Children, Inclinations to particular Vices appear according to their diffe- 
rent Conſtitutions, before their ſenſitive Faculties are Ts: | of complear Acts. 

More particularly, thoſe Perſons in whoſe Complexion Blood is predominant, are uſu- 
ally light and vain, ſenſual and riotous, inſolent and aſpiring, bold and preſumptuous : 
Thoſe in whom Phlegm is the principal Ingredient, are idle and ſlow, cold and cateleſs in 
things of Moment ; the moſt-ardent Exhortations are loſt upon them, as Bags of Wool 
dead the force of Bullets, in yielding withour Reſiſtance. Thoſe who are timorous and 
deeply tin&turd with Melancholy, are ſuſpicious, ſowre, and inexorable. The dark 
Shadows of their Minds are believed as viſible Teſtimonies of Dangets ; and their ſilent 
SUſpicions as real Proofs. They are jealous of all Perſons and Thitigs : If in Conver- 
lation there be Speech of the Vertues they are conſcious to want, or the Vices they 
are lecrerly guilty of, they imagine 'tis direted to their Reproach. They areintradable, 
and often revengeful ; for Melancholy is a viſcous Humour thar retains the Impreſſions of 
the Paſſions. Thoſe who are Cholerick by Nature, . are heady, various, Violent, and 
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- ſrring fcom the different Temperament of Mens Bo 


———— 


crate perpetual trouble to themſelves and others. Such a Soul and {uch a Body united, 
are like two Malefactors faſined with one Chain. In ſhort, according to the Elemental 
Craiis of our Bodies, Objzs aflet our Senſes, and the Fancy, with the lower Appe- 
tite, are the Centre of the Senſes, and there is ſo near an adtivity and reference between 
the Paſlions and the reaſonable Faculties, that the Underſtanding and Will reczive Impre\- 
ſions accordingly, as the Paſſions are excited and moved. 

'Tis obſervable, that the corrupt Nature in the Language of Scripture, is uſually call'd 
Fleſh, not only as 'tis tranſmitted by Carnal Propagation, bur as tis drawn forth by Carnal 
©bie&s, and exercis'd by the Carnal Facuitics. And as rhe ſame Conſtitution is height- 
iced in ſome, and is in a remiſſer degree in others,ſo the Luſts proper to it are more or leſs 
exorb tant ; as the ſame ſort of Vines produce a ſtronger or weaker Grape, according to 
the qua'ity of the Air and Soil wherein they are mags That vicious Inclinations 

ies, there is pregnant proof in the 
viſible diverſity of Luſts that arc peculiar in degrees of Eminence in ſome Families, ſome 
Countrics, and the ſcveral Ages of Mens Lives. We often ſec hereditary Vices tranſ- 
mitted by deſcent : Some Families are voluptuous, others vindictive ; ſome ſordid and 
* Sunt tam c covetous, others profuſe ; ſome ambitious, others ſervile, reſembling their Parents, from 
fngviorem  Whomthe ſecret Sceds of thofe Diſpoſitions are ingenerate in rheir Temper. So in difte- 
hominum rent Climares, according to the Impreſſion made on the Natives by the Air and Dier, they 
mores: 8048 arc diſtinguiſh'd by their * proper Vices (not ſo generally found in other Nations) as by 
aliz avdzces their Countenances : ſome are formal and ſuperſtitious, others wild and barbarous ; ſome 
quedamrimi- arc crafty and treacherous, others are wanton and luxurious. As ſome Diſeaſes reign in 
wh E ag ſome Countries, that are lefs frequent, and not ſo fatal in other places. The Apoſtle 
Venerem pro- tells us of the Cretians, That they are always Lyars, evil Beaſts, and ſlow Bellies ; their 
Mm L,. habitual Vices faſtned this univerial Character upon them. 
iſt, L. a5. | : , : 
And according to the Alteration made in the Bodies of Men in the ſeveral Apes of 


Life, their vicious Aﬀections run in ſeveral Channels : the Spring is the ſame, corrupt 


Nature ; and the Iſſue will be the fame, the Lake of Fire ; bur the Courle is different. 


— be. Toh diſtinguiſhes the corrupt Inclinations that are predominant in the'World, under 
i John a Tree Titles, The Luſts of the Fleſh, and the Luſts of the Eyes, and Pride of Life : Theſe 
_ Luſts have their proper Seaſons, and {ucceſlively take the Throne in Mens Hearts. 

* It volup- In Youth, the Luſts that in propriety are called the * Luſts of the Fleſh, imperiouſly 
rates duz gu- rejpn, Youth is a kind of natural Drunkenneſs, the Blood runs Races, and with a 


ſids & raQi ; Sn ; : 
fole ſane bo. Heat and Rapture hurries many into ſenſual Exceſs and Riots. Youth is highly pre- 


minibus com. _ EE - : ; 
munes cum beftiis, & ideo in pecudum numero habetur, quiſquis eſt his feriais voluptatibus previntus. Axl. Gel. 


+ Czreus in ſumptuous, eaſily deceived, and | refraftary to Reaſon : The ſuperior Faculties, the 

_ Underſtanding and Will, are baſcly ſervile to the carnal Appetites. The wiſe Preacher 

aſper. — Intimares this in his bitter Irony; Rejoice, 0 young Man in thy Touth, and let thy Heart 

Eeclef. 11. chear thee in the days of thy Touth, and walk in the ways of thy Heart, and in the fight of 

thine Eyes : but know, for all theſe things God will bring thee to judgment. Vain Mirth, 

and looſe Deſires, are uſually indulged in the ſpring - our Age: Therefore the Apoſtle 
empharically warns 7zmothy, though a mortified young Man, Flee youthful Lufts. 

In the maturer Age, the ſenſual Paſſions are cooler, leſs vigorous and active, and 

youthful Luſts are changed for other Luſts that are not ſo ſcandalous, and leave not ſuch 

a viſible ſtain, bur are as deſtructive to the Soul. 'Tis very obſervable in humane Na- 

ture, that as the Afﬀections in their ſenſible Operations decay, the Underſtanding im- 


proves and recovers its ruling Power : tis viſible in many Inſtances, that Men in their 


ſtaid Ape deſpiſe thoſe things that had a raviſhing force upon them in their unſetled 


Converſis ftu- Youth. But when the Mind is tainted with a falſe eſteem of preſent things, (as 'tis in 


on wy all thoſe who are in a-State of polluted Nature) it leads the Will and AﬀeCtions to pur- 


nc apes. ſue Riches and Dignities. Carnal Wiſdom is diſtinguiſh'd by St. Fames into Three kinds ; 
o Wendel tis earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh, with reſpe& to the rempting Objedts in the World, Riches, 
wo Se *% Pleatures, Honours. The Senſual Wiſdom is in contriving and appointing the Means that 
may accompliſh the Deſires of the Fleſh. After the Fleſh is ſatisfied, the earthly Wiſdom 
deſigns earthly Things, and uſes ſuch Means as are fit to obtain them: to aſcend in Power 
and Command, or to raiſe Eſtates, with wretched neglect of the Kingdom of Heaven and 
its Righteouſneſs, that ſhould be ſou ghr in the firſt place, and with the moſt ardent Afie- 
Ctions and Endeavours. In conjun&tion with this, the deviliſh Wiſdom is practiſed ; for 
Pride and Ambition are Satans Original Sin, as Envy and Slander are his a&tual Sins. 
He is continually vex'd at the Recovery of fallen Man, and is his conſtant Accuſer. 
And whilſt Men are eagerly contending for the World, they are excited from Intereſt 
and Enyy, to blaſt and defeat their Concurrents that would be ſuperior or equal to them. 
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This worldly Wiſdom, though a more ſolemn Folly, yer is as woful and pernicious as 
che ſenſual Wiſdom ; for God is injuriouſly robb'd of his Right,, our higheſt Eſteem and 
Aﬀettions ; and Men deceiv'd with the poor Pageant of the World, negle&thcir laſt and 
bleſſed End, and juſtly periſh for ever. | | ON : 
Old Age has its peculiar Vices. 'Tis true, 'it mottifies the Aﬀections to ſome Vani- 
ties. Yeſpaſian the Roman Emperor was'ſo tir'd with the Pomp of his Triumph, that in 
the triumphant way, he often reproach'd himſelf, that being an Old Man he was enga- 
ged in ſuch an empty and tedious Show. And Charles the Fifth, in his declining Age, 
prefer'd the Shade of a Cloyſter before the Splendor of the Empire. Bur tis artended 
with other vicious Inclinations. Old Men are uſually querulous, impatient, difcon- 
rented, ſuſpicious, vainly fearful of Contempt or Want: and from rhience, or ſome 
other ſecret Cauſe, are covetous and ſordid in ſparing againſt all the Rules of Reaſon and _' 
Religion. Covetouſneſs is tiled by the Apoſtle, The Roo? of all Evil; and ds the Root DS 
in Winter retains the Sap, when the Branches have loſt their Leaves'and Verdure, ſo mm menrivs inar- 
Old Ape, the Winter of Life ; Covetouſneſs preſerves its Vigour when. other Vices are deſcit. 
fallen off. Uſually the nearer Men approach to the Earth, they are more carthly-mind- 
' ed; and which is ſtrange ro Amazement, at the Sun-ſer of Life, are providing fot 
a long Day, Briefly, every Ape has its ſpecial Vices ſuitable to the Conſtitution of 
Mens Bodies in them, and we muſt accordingly make our enquiry to diſcover our own 
Din. | 
2. The Connexion of the Paſſioris duly obſeryd, will diſcover the predorhinat Lult. 
The Paſſions are the Motions of the ſenſitive Appetite, whereby the Soul approaches to 
an ObjeRt that is repreſented under the pleaſant Colours of Good, or flies from an appre- 
hended Evil. They are call'd Paſſions, becauſe in thoſe Motions there is a flowing of 
ebbing of the Spirits and Humours, from whence a ſenſible change is caus'd in the Body, 
and the Soul is in unquiert Agitations. *Tis very difficult 'to know- their Original, tho 
the ſenſible Operations are very evident: Conſider the Soul as a Spirir, 'tis exempt from- 
them ; the Spirit, as a Soul, is liable to them. Whether they are derived from the Soul ' 
to the Body, or from the Body to. the Soul, is hard to-determine. -They are” of excel- 
lent uſe, when ſubordinate to the Direion of the renewed Mind, and the Empire of 
the ſanctified Will: When in Riſe, Deprees, and Continuance, they are ordered by the 
Rule of true Judgment. What the Winds are in Nature, they are in Man : If the Air be 
always calm without agitation, it beconies unhealrhful, and vnuſeful for maintaining , 
Commerce between the diſtant Parts. vf the World : Moderate Winds purifie the Air; Ad uſreriors 
and ſerve for Navigation. And thus our voluble Paſſions ate of excellent uſe, and when 7oſcendu. 
ſancified, tranſport the Soul to the Divine World; to obtain Felicity above. But when 
they are exorbirant and tempeſtuous, they. cauſe fearful Diſorders in Men, and afe the 
Cauſes of all the Sins and Miſeries in the World. From hefice it is that Sin in the Scrip- __ 
rure is uſually expreſt by Luſt ; The Luſts of the Fleſh are manifeſt : thoſe who are Chriſt s, Gal. 5: 
bave crucified the Fleſh, with the Aﬀedtions and Luſts thereof. Every Man that is tempted, Jun. 1. 
is tempted of his own Luft. The Reaſon is, becauſe the corrupt Deſires of the Soul, 
when inflam'd, arc the Springs of its Actings, and ſtrongly engage the Mind arid Will, 
and all rhe active Powers, tb procure their Satisfaction. | | $5 
Now Sin being the Obliquity of the deſiring Faculty, we may diſcover what is the 
predominanrt' Sin, by conſidering what Aﬀecion is moſt ardent and violent, and conſe- 
quently moſt depraved and diſorder'd : and this we may, by obſerving the connexion be- 
tween them ? for they generate one another. As the Diſeaſes of the Body, though the 
Diſorder of Nature, yet have certain Cauſes; and a regular 'Colirſe iri chair Acceſſion, 
. Inflammation, and Revolution : As in the Changes of ari Ague, a ſhivering Cold is ar- 
tended with a fiery Heat, and that with an overflowing Sweat ; in like manner the irre- 
gular Paſſions are productive of one another. Love is the radical AﬀeCtion, - and when 
it leads to a deſir'd Obje, has always hatred in the Rear, if diſappointed and croſt in 
its Deſires : So Joy in the Fruition of a dear Obje&, is atterided with Grief, rhar lies in 
Ambuſh, and immediately ſeizes upon the Soul when the Obje& is withdrawn. And as 
in the Vibrations of a Pendulum, the Motion is always as ſtrong in proportion one way, 
as it was the other : ſo accotding to the exceſs of Love, will be the exceſs of Grief. Of 
this we have an eminent Inſtance in Davi4, whoſe Sorrow for the Dearth of his reb=lli- 
ous Son was as immoderate, as his Love the Cauſe of it. | do te nts dans 
2. T ſhall now. conſider the moral Cauſes of habitual Sins, the various Circumſtarices of 
our Lives that are influential to give a Cuſtorh ro Nature, and Viciouſneſs ro Cuſtoni. 
As the Sea has Rocks and Sands, Gulphs and Currents, Tempeſts and Calms, fo the pre- 
lent Life has ſymbolically in 1ts different States, that endanger us in our Paſſage ro rhe 
next World. The different Conditions of Life I will cenſfider under four Heads. | 
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"The Jure Trial of Uprightneſs. | 


1. The ſeveral Callings wherein Men are ingagd. 

2. The oppoſite States of Proſperity or Adyerſity that are atrended with ſuitable 
Temptations. | 

3. The Society with whom we are converſant. | 

4. The Quality of the Times wherein we live. 


x. Let us ſearch for the predominant Sin in the Callings wherein we are ingagd ; for 
according to their Quality, Temptations ſurround us, and are likely to ſurprize us. The 
Spider ſpins his Web, where Flies uſually paſs to entangle and deſtroy them : fo the ſub- 
tile Tempter lays his Snares in our Callings wherein we are converſant. John the Bap- 
tit therefore, when the Publicans addreſt to him for Inſtruction, Maſter, What ſhall we 
do ? ſaid to them, Exad no more than what is appointed you : And, to the Soldiers he ſaid; 
Do Violence to no Man, neither accuſe any falſly ; and be content with your Wages : He warns 
them againſt Rapine, and Force, and injurious Accuſing others, of which Sins Publicans 
and Soldiers were ujually guilty. I will, tobe the more inſtructive, particularly conſiaer 
ſome Callings, and the Sins thar evidently attend them. | Py 

The. Sacred Calling of Miniſters does not ſecure them from Temptations ; but ſuch is 
the Corruption of their Hearts, and of the World, that it expoſes them to dangerous 

Temptations. - The Devil ſcales us on the Temple-ſide, and often gets Poſſeſſion of our 
Hearts. Miniſters are often guilty of a ſpiritleſs formality in the managing Holy 
Things. In the compoſing of Sermons, the Mind is Exerciſed about the Matter, Or- 
der, and Expreſſions, without Holy AﬀeCtions ſuitable to Divine Truths : partly, be- 
cauſe from Cuſtom the moſt ſolemn and concerning Things paſs through rhe Soul with- 
out ſerious Regard and Application ; and partly, becauſe the Miniſterial Office obliging 
us to furniſh our ſelves with the knowledge of the admirable. Myſteries of Godlinels 
for the Inſtruction of others, we are apt to make that the only End of our Studies ; like 
Vintners that buy great quantities of Wine for fale, and not for their own uſe. There 

is not-in-many Miniſters a ſpark of that Heavenly Fire which the reflexive Meditation 
on Spiritual and Eternal Truths inſpires into the Soul, which our Saviour came to kindle. 
Their Knowledge is not lively and operative, but like a Wintcr's Sun that ſhines, withour 
vital Heat. Tf they are inrichd with rare Talents, they are apt to prophane that Holy 
Ordinance of Preaching, by ſecrer Aims and Deſires of Vain-glory : The Tempration is 
more dangerous, becaule eſteem and praiſe for Intellectual Excellencies that are peculi- - 
ar to Man, and wherein the Eminence of his Nature conſiſts, is very pleaſing, even to 
thoſe who are of an unſpotted Converſation, and free from Carnal Pollutions:. 
Habet enim  Chryſoſtom confeſſes of himſelf, That when he preach'd to a thin Auditory, his Words 


multirudovim dy'd on his Lips, and his Spirit was quench d ; but when he was encompaſs'd with a nu- 


| gay merous full Aſſembly, his Spirit was enflam'd, and he breath'd Fire. The attention and 


| admodum ti- applauſeof the Hearers, the regarding one another with Wonder, as if never Man ſpake 
ng _ i better, the reigning over the Spirits of Men by powerful Oratory, are apt to inſpire vain- 
rator finemul- Zlorious Conceits into the Preachers. And many carried along by the Current of their 
tirudine audi- 1njudicious Auditors, are curious to beſpangle their Diſcourſes with light Ornaments, to 
«fe nat paet pleaſe the Ear, and are not ſtudious to preach Chriſt and him Crucified in a Stile diſtant 
fit. Cicr, from all Shadow of Vanity, to ſave the Soul. - | EL [ 
Another Temptation attending that Holy Calling is, from Human Paſſions, which 
Miniſters often bring up into the Pulpit with them, and with a counterfeit Zeal vent their 
Animoſities againſt rhoſe of whom they are jealous, as diminiſhing their ſecular Inte- 
reſts. God under the Law ſeverely forbids the offering up Sacrifices by common Fire, 
but only by Celeſtial, rhat was preſerved Day and Night upon the Altar by the Prieſts : 
tis ſymbolical, that the reprehenſion of Sinners by the Servants of God, ſhould not be 
expreſt with heat of Anger againſt their Perſons, but with holy Zeal ; that Loye to their 

Souls ſhould be the pure Motive of the ſevereſt Rebukes. 
Laſtly, The grear danger is, leſt Miniſters have a reſpect more to the temporal Re- 
ward of their Office, than the divine End of it. Therefore St. Peter with that Solem- 
r Pet. 5. 2, 3. ity enjoins Evangelical Paſtors, to feed the Flock of God, taking, the overſight thereof, not 
by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind : Neither to att as 
Lords over God's Heritage, but to be Enſamples to the Flock. Tis true, the Labourer is 
r Cor. 9. 11. worthy of his Reward ; and if we ſow Spiritual Things, is it a great Matter (as the A- 
poltle ſaith) zf we reap your carnal Things ? But tho tis natural and regular to eat to live, 
yet to live to eat is prodigiouſly brutiſh ; ſo 'tis a moſt guilty vile Intention to uſe the 
Sacred Miniſtry for obtaining ſecular Things. This will corrupt the Heart, and hinder 
the diſcharging the Office with Sincerity and Conſtancy : For the End is the Rule and 
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Meaſure of the Means, and a'worldly Miniſter will frame his Sermons, and order his 

Afﬀairs to obtain the World. Tf it be for his Secular Intereſt, he will appear as an Apo- 

{tle, full of Zeal againſt Errors and Sins : but if the preaching the DoQtrines of Truth 

and Holineſs be prejudicial to his worldly Deſigns, he will negle& his Duty to preſerve 

the Minds of Men untainted from deſtructive Errors, he wilt mollifie the Threatnings of + 

Scripture, rebate their Edge, and thereby harden the Hearts of preſumpruous Sinners. As * Pravires fta- 

tis obſerved " of the Vines, if they are ſupported upon' crooked Stakes, they will grow fawuminam,, 

ſo ; ſo carnal Preachers will conform rhemſcives according to the Humours of thoſe upon paring nga 

whom they ſervilely depend. #109 re dio nn = = $1 70" qonfiguent, Go 
In Courts of Judicature, the Temptations arc intimatedin the wiſe Adyice of Fethro to lumel. L. 4. 

Moſes, That he ſhould chuſe Men fearing God, and hating Covetouſneſs. , Without the oyer- ; 
ruling Fear of God, Judges will not do their Duty evenly and conrognuhy' Human Re- 

ſpecs will tempt them to bend the Rule to the obliquity of their Minds and Defires. 

When they are influenc'd by the Fear or Favour of Men, they will parc with Juſtice, .and 

Conſcience, and true Honour, and their Souls. - And how often does the weight of Gold 

rurn the Scales in Judgment, and preponderate the Reaſon of the Cauſe with thoſe who 

are moſt ſolemnly obliged to univerſal ReCtitude in ghar Sr, of their Office 2 Judges 

ſhould ſo imparrtially, and with that noble Reſolution perform their Dury,. as to diſcou- 

rage all Attempts to pervert them. ' Zeuxes having painted a Boy carrying Jome Grapes 

ſo coloured according ro Nature, that the Birds peck'd at them : An 


L 
+ 


Obſerver ſaid, The Ar® maleei 
Birds diſcredited the Picture; for if rhe Boy had been drawn with equal Life, they had buls, non ad- 
not been 1o bold to fly at the Grapes ; a fign they fanſied the Grapes true,. and the Boy volarures & 
painted. Thus whoever tempts thoſe who fit in Judicature to unworthy Things, diſpra- fer. Plin hb, 
ces their Dignity, and conſtruftively declares that he eſteems them to have an appear- 35: 

ance of Vertue without ſincere Zeal for it. And'how many. who are Pleaders, by fal- 

lacious Colours commend a bad Cauſe, and diſcredit a Good, and thereby expoſe them- 

ſelves to that terrible Denunciation, ' Woe | be to them that call Good Evil, and Evil Good. 
a degenerous Mind, and mercenary Tongue, will plead any Cauſe to obtain the Ends of 

Avarice and Ambition : as if, according ro what anltalian-Lawyer ſaid of himſelf, They 

were the Advocates of their Clients, and not of Juſtice. . | yg 

In ſhort, every Calling has its Temptations : In the various ways of Commerce, there 

are deceitful Arts which an upright Man obſerves and abhors. Some Callings expoſe. to 

more Temptations than others ; ſo that without CircumſpeRion and Care, Men are un- 

done in the way of their Callings. Some ingage Perſons in ſuch a Throng of Buſineſs, 

that from one riſing of the Sun 'to another, they never ſeriouſly remember God or their 

Soul. 'Tis therefore a Point of 'great Wiſdom in the choice of a Calling, with a free- 
Judgment to conſider what is leaſt liable to 'Femptations, and affords more freedom of 

{ſerving God, and regarding our Spiritual State ; for Cunt Bhs not the intire Man, and 

the preſenc Life is not his only Duration, ' The Apoſtle direQs Chriſtians to chuſe ſuch a . 
Fes of Life, that they may have an advantapge'of attending. upon the Lord without Dz- t Cor. 7. 35, 

raction. | TN apache Cr Tos POT nes 0 
T ſhall add, Thatthe ſeveral Relations wherein we ſtand, as Husbands, Parents, 'Ma- 

ſters, and Wives, Children, Servants, have peculiar Temptations ; and many whoſe ge- 

neral Converſation ſeems fair and blameleſs, are not obſeryanr of their Relative Duties. 

A Husband may be harſh and unkind, a Parent fond and viciouſly indulgent, .(C"twas Elz's 


4 
» 


Sin that brought Ruin upon his Family) a "Maſter may be ſevere and, rigorous.  Superi- 
ors who are to inſtrudt and govern Families by Holy Counfels and Examples, often neg. 
[e& their Duty ; and by their evil Carriage, 'ſet'a Copy which their Childref and Seryants 
tranſcribe, and derive a woful Guilt upon "themſelves from their multiplied Sins. . And 
how often are thoſe in lower Relations careleſs of their proper Duties : Wives diſreſpedt-, 
ful, and not obſervant of their Husbands, Children difobedient, Seryants unfaithful ? 
If Conſcience be inlightned and tender, ir will regard the whole compaſs of our Duty, 
It will ſee and feel our ſinful negleAs in any kind, and make us careful according to the 
extent of its Obligation.” ; 
2 The oppoſite States of Proſperity and Adverſity, have ſuitable Temptations adhe- 
fent to them. | | be, Cn 3 * 
Proſperity is beſet with the thickeſt and-moſt dangerous Temptations. In a Garden the 
Tempter lay in ambuſh, and made uſe of the Fruit that was pleaſant to the Tafte, and plea-.. 
fant to the Eye, and defirable for Knowledge ; and by thoſe Aflurements corrupted and ruin'd.. 
Our firſt Parents, to the loſs of theit Innocence and Felicity. © Although Proſperity- be a:; 
Bleſſing in it ſelf, yet 'ris often more deſtriitive than Advetſiry, by the inſeparable” and 
ingaging Snares that ſurround the Perſons ' that enjoy it : Pride, Luxury, nel] 
mpiery, 
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Gen. 13. 


Prov. 3o. 8, 9. 


Impicty, grow and flouriſh in Proſperity. , Affliction calls home the wandring Spirit, 
makes us reflett with ſolemniry upon our ſelves, excites us to arm our Minds with Reli- 
vious Reſolutions againſt the World ; whereas Proſperity relaxes and diſlolyes the Spitir, 
and foments the Luſts of the Fleſh. Thoſe who live in the Courts of Princes, where 
the Height of Honour, and the Centre of Pleaſure are, where Ambition, Hypocriſie, 
Avarice, and Senſuality reign, are encircled with dangerous Inchantments, and uſually 
are charm'd and corrupted by them. The Court Life is ſplendid to.the Eye, bur very pe- 
rilous ; like a Ship thatis finely carv'd and painted, bur fo leaky, that without continual 
pumping it cantiot. be kept above Water ; ſp without the ſtrifteſt guard over their Hearts 


and Senies, the proſperous cannot eſcape the Shipwrack of a good Conſcience, and fall into 
'many fooliſh Luſts that drown. Men in Perdition. Yet this ſtate of Life many aſpire to as 


the moſt happy. When Lot ſeparated from Abraham, he choſe the pleaſant fruitful Coun- 


try that was like the Garden of the Lord. Sad choice | the Land-was the beſt,. but the 


Inhabitants the worſt : Within a ſhort time the Cry of their Sins reach'd as high as the 
Throne of God, and brought down ſhowers of Fire and Brimmſtone, that turned that na- 
tural Paradiſe into an Hell, _ | - by Po. 
Riches have a Train of Temptations, and Poverty is not exempt. from. them.. "'T'was 
the, wile Prayer of Agur, Give me neither Poverty nor Riches, leſt T be full and deny thee, 


and ſay,Who is the Lord * Or leſt T be poor and ſteal,und take the Name of my God in vain. A 


full Eftate-intirely. poſſeſſes the Heart, and excludes the eternal World from the Thoughts 
Aﬀections : 'tis therefore wiſe Advcie, If Riches increaſe, ſet not your Heart upon them, 
intimating they are a Snare to the moſt in the corrupt State. They often induce in Mens 
Minds an ungrateful Oblivion of their Divine BenefaQtor, as tis chargd upon U/rael, 
Their Hearts were exalted, therefore they have forgotten me. They incline Men to pre- 
ſume upon Self-ſufficiency, and to rob God of the Homage that is due from his Crea- 
tures, an humble thankful dependance upon his Providence every Day. The Pſalmiſt 
ſaith, They truſt in the Wealth, and boaſt themſelves in the multitude of their Riches. They 
ate engaging Snares to renounce Religion, whenever the ſincere, and open Profeſſion of 
it, expoſes-our Eſtates to Hazard. Briefly, as uo Iſraelites made an Egyptian Idol of 
their Egyptian Jewels ; ſo worldly Things are abusd for worldly Luſts. The moſt who 
Enjoy Proſperity, periſh by the Abuſe of it: 'Tis a rare Effet of Divine Grace to pre- 
ſerve the Heart and Converſation pure in ſuch a contagious Air, when a Thoyſand fall 
at thy ſide, and Fen thouſand at thy right Hand. And the contrary ſtate of Poye 


and Affliction in any kind, if ſharp, has its peculiar Temptations ; Diſcontent, and the 
_ uſe of unlawful Means to obtain what they want. and deſire, is the Sin of the Poor. 


The Aflited are ready to faint under the weight of Sorrow : 'The loſs of one Comfort 
blaſts all the Content of their Lives. There is a perpetual conſumption of their Thoughts 
and Time in revolving the affliting Circumſtances of their Condition, and they are apt 
to think as if God wete regardleſs or very ſevere to them. Fearful depth ! they m 
edly negle& the Means that might alleviate their Sorrows, and refuſe to be comforted, 


as if they were Perſons conſecrated to Calamity ; thus Life is linger'd out in continual 


Languiſhings, or ended with deadly Grief. -- 

If the Affliction be ſingular and extraordinary, Sorrow often increaſes to ſuch diſmal 
Degrees, that moſt weful Effes proceed froni that Paſſion. The Anguiſh of Spirit 
cirhet breaks out.in unkindly and unholy Expreſſions, or inwardly feſters with Repining, 
vexatious Thoughts at their Condition. Stubborn Spirits are impatient of the Evils they 
ſuffer, arid inſenſible and undervaluing of the Bleſſings they poſſeſs. ' They neither look 
upward to the Hand of God that diſpoſes all Evils, nor inward to their Sins, the moſt 
righteous procuring Cauſe of them : But ſerious Refleftion would conſtrain them to ac- 


knowledge that God puniſhes them leſs-than their Sins deſerved, and that their Drofs 


heeded the vehemence of the Fire to purge it away : A meck yielding our ſelves, and a 
complying with the bleſſed Ends of his aflicting Providence, will make us to underſtand 


y Experience, that all our ſharpeſt Sufferings were moſt wiſely and divinely ordered 
by our Heavenly Father. | 


' 3. We muſt ſearch for our peculiar Sin in the Society with whom we are converſant, 
Our Company that we chooſe, and are frequently engaged with, diſcoyers us to others 
and may to our ſelves. 'Tis a true Glaſs that by reflexion makes viſible the Counre- 
nance.and Complexion of our Minds. Love proceeds from Likeneſs, and the Election 
of Friends from a Correſpondence in the Tempers of Men. Tis true, there may be 
Foreign Motives. of Friendſhip and Commerce, with others from our ſecular Affairs and 
Intereſts ; but Inclination is the internal Cauſe of Friendſhip. *Tis viſible, that Car- 
nality in its yarious kinds, ccments Friendſhips: the Intemperate, the Laſcivious, che 


Worldly 
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Worldly, arc cndeard to one another by thg Reſemblance in their Minds and Manners. 

Belides, Examples, if often in our view, and-eſpecially of thoſe whom we love, have a 

ftrange Power to change us into their Likeneſs. Tis the Obſervation of the wife Man, | 
Te that has fellowſhip with a proud Man, will be like him. The vicious AﬀeCions of the Serpune vicis 
Heart tranſpire in Words and Actions, and inſenſibly infect others :. and in familiar'So- ati Lot 
ciety the contagious Evil the more ftrongly infes, being immediately conveyed, ' If rranfiliune, & 
our intimate Friends arc worldly Wiſe, who mind earthly Things, 1agacious to forecaſt contatu no- 
Advantages, and active to accompliſh their Deſigns, we may judge of the ſtrain of 'our © 
Afﬀections ; for if our Converſations were in Heaven, if our frequent and ſerious Dif- 

courſes were of Things above, how to improve Spiritual Riches; our Company would 

be ungrateful ro them : Without Sympathy rhere_ can be no Co lacence in' Soci- 

ery. The Garlick and Onions of the Egyptian Eatth, is more taſteful to their Palars 

than the Bread of Angels. Beſides, by conſtant familiarity our Minds are apt to be cor- 
rupted to value the World as our ſubſtantial Felicity, and our Hearts tobe corrupted | 
with the Love of it, which is of the Spring of Mens Sins and Miſery. Thus if we are 
Aſſociates with the Voluptuous, there will ſteal into the Heart an {Allowance of Sen- 

ſuality, and a diſlike of Holineſs as a ſowre Severity. If unregenerate Men, though of 

4 civil Converſation, be our choſen and familiar Friends, our Zeal for Religion will de- 

cline, and lukewarmnels be inſenſibly infus'd into us. Briefly, as the Wax receives the 

Figure of the Scal that is applied to it, our Minds receive a likeneſs from the Impreſſi: 

ons of Examples. Therefore a Prudence diſcreet and ſevere is neceflary in the Choice 

of our Society. In the humane Life' there is no miſtake more dangerous than in the 

Choice of Friends with whom we are uſually converſant. "Tis a comprehenſive Rule, 

and moſt uſeful for the guiding us ſafely to Heaven, to ſele the Wiſe and Holy to be 

our Boſom-Friends. As a Ring touch'd by a Loadſtone draws. another by an impreſt 

Virtue, ſo in holy Society there is Divine Grace attractive of the Hearts of others. Fe 

that walks-with the Wiſe, ſhall be wiſe ; but a Companion of Fools ſhall be afflited : That 

is the penal Confequence of being corrupted by them. The Senſual and Luxurions, 

by their converſe, pervert good Diſpoſitions in others, and heighten evil Inclinations in- 

to Habits : They are Satan's Inſtruments to draw Men into his Snares, more familiar 

Devils to tempt and deſtroy Souls. He that chuſes evil Company, is like one that vo- 

luntarily frequents a Houſe infeed with the Plague ; who is either a Fool and diſyalues 

Life, or deſperate and ſeeks Death. ONES = | 
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4. We muſt conſider the Quality of the Times we live in, to diſcover what Sin is pre- 
dominant in us.. There are Evil Days in the Apoſtle's Language, with reſpe& to the 
Temprarions and Troubles that are concomitant with them, and a- wiſe circumſpe? walk- 
ing is requiſite to preſerve our Innocence and Purity. Sometimes' thoſe who are digni- 
fied with Titles and Powers; are Leaders in Sin, and their publick Practices. are ſo com- 
mandingly exemplary, that they eaſily prevail upon many to follow them; for that is the 
way to inſinuate into their favour, and obtain ſecular Advantages and Rewards. From 
hence it is thar ſome, as if the oppoſite Forms of Religion were but different Faſhions 
of the ſame Stuff, will put on a new Livery according to the Maſter they ſerve. They 
have a politick Faith, you may coin them a Philip and Mary, or an Elizabeth, as the 
Mintage of the Times vary. .But the Example of the High and Noble is no ſafe Rule > 
A Rule of Gold, tho' of value for the Matter, yet if crooked, tis uſeleſs' as' a Rule. 
In ſome Ages the Poiſon ſheds it ſelf into the whole.Body of a Nation, that rarely any 
are untainted. "The old World was drown'd in Senſuality, and Noah only eſcap'd. And' 
in the next Age, how did Idolatry, like an overſpreading Leprofie infedt the World; and 
Abraham hardly eſcapd. In Jeremy's Time the Land monrn'd for Oaths and Curſes; 
| Men were turn'd breathing Devils, and ſpake the Language of Hell before they came 
there. Sometimes all Degrees are ſo corrupt, that Vices paſs for Vertues, © the rage of 
Duelling for Heroick Valour, Luxury and Senſualiry for innocent and amiable Qualities 
and Holineſs, though a Divine Excellency, and the very Beauty of the Deity, is deſpi- 
fed and. derided : Thus Men glory in their Shame, and are aſhamed of their Glory. Now 
there is no Tyranny more violent than of a corrupt Cuſtom, no Contagion more catch- 
Ing than of National Sins. The Apoſtle reminds the Ephefians, that in their Heathen 
State they walk'd according to the Courſe of the World. 'We are therefore ſtrictly comman- ' 
ed, not to be conformd to the World, but transformd by the renewing of our Minds, that 
we may prove what is the Good, the acceptable and perfett Will of God. "Tis the eminent 
effe& of Grace to reſiſt the Torrent of the Times, and to yalue the Conſcience of our 
Duty before all worldly Reſpects : accordingly 'ris recorded to the everlaſting Honour | 


of Tehoſhaphat, That he walked in the Commandments of God, and not according. to the Do- 
gs of Tſrael. | a Y 
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2. I come to ſhow how the peculiar Sin may be diſcovered from its Effects, and the 
Diſcovery from hence is more ſenſible, than. from rhe Cauſes: For Divine Grace may 
controul the Efficacy of the Cauſes, that a Chriſtian may abhor the Sin to which there 
are ſtrong Temptations, but Effects emergent from inward Luſts, diſcover the habitual 
frame of the Heart. 
1. The Sin that is frequently and eaſily committed, and difficultly retracted, is a 
Man's peculiar Sin. | | Eg 
1. Frequently. Single Acts do not denominate a Perſon, but Habits that proceed from 
repeated Acts, are charadteriſtical. Noah's ſingle Act of Drunkenneſs, which might pro- 
ceed from his Ignorance of the ſtrength of the Wine, or the weakneſs of his Brain, did 
not argue his being addicted to it : but frequent relapſes into that Sin, denominates a 
| Man a Drunkard; A train of ſinful Actions 1s from a Diſpoſition ſtrongly bent to them. 
Tf a Man be of a cholerick Nature, Anger will be his quotzd7an ; if of a Sanguine, licen- 
tious Mirth will be his zertiany. *Tis the Character of Man in his unregenerate polluted 
State, he commits Sin,' 'tis his Trade ; and as any particular Luit has dominion in his 
Heart, ſuch is the Courſe of his Life. When the Inclination leads to a Calling, a Man 
applies himſelf continually to it; for the Work produces Delight, and the Delight ſtrong- 
ly inclines him to work : Thus according to the Tendency of our corrupt Natures is 
the conſtant. praQtice of Sin. We may as ſurely judge of the aQtive Powers of the Soul 
by the Actions that proceed from them, as of the vigour of the Sap in the Root, by the 
number of the Fruits of the Tree: | "Tis faid of the Scoffers, they walk after their own 
Luſts : Which implies the habitual practice. of Sin, the Licenſe and Pleaſure they take 
in a carnal Courſe. : | 
2. The Sin that is eaſily committed is our own. As the Divine Nature in a Saint 
makes him fit for every good Work, bur eſpecially for the Exerciſe of that Grace thart is 
eminently regent in his Hearr, upon the firſt Call of Conſcience, he applies himſelf ro 
his Duty : So the corrupt Nature prepares Men for evil Works, and its ſpecial Tenden- 
cy is preſently inflam'd by a ſuitable Objet. This Indication is clear, with reſpe& to 
the Sins of the deſiring and angry Appetites. The more quick and ſpeedy the Power 
of a Temptation 4s, the more ſtrong 1s the vicious Inclination. When Achax ſaw a 
goodly Babyloniſh Garment and a Wedge of Gold, he coveted them and took them : 
the. immediate riſe of his Aﬀection.upon the preſence of the Obyect, his preſumptuous 
Sacrilege, notwithſtanding the terrible Interdia, was a convincing ſign of his worldly 
Mind. So 'tis ſaid of the young Man in the Proverbs, that was enticed by the Blandiſh- 
ments of the Harlot, he went ſtraitway after her. When the alluring Object preſently 
inveigles the Senſes, and eaſily obtains the conſent of the Will, we may truly infer what 
Paſſion reigns in the Heart, So a Man that is ſoon angry, whoſe Paſſion like Tinder 
takes fire at a Spark, a ſmall Occaſion may underſtand what his Nature is. A Man, 
of a cool Spirit, of meck and mortified Paſſions, is not eaſily incenſed,. 
- 3. The Sin that is difficultly retracted. There are Principles of Conſcience in laps'd 
Nature, concerning Good and Evil that cannot be raſed out, and are improv'd and height- 
| ned by revealed Light ; from hence there is often an internal Conflit between the con- 
vinced Mind, and the corrupt Heart: But the darling Luſt controuls the Efficacy of 
thoſe Principles, for Nature and Cuſtom are of all things moſt hardly to be chang'd, 
Properties inherent in the nature of things are inſeparable : Thus wallowing in the Mire 
is natural to a Swine, and though waſhd, will return to it. When a Luſt is deepl 
rooted in Nature, Men cannot ceaſe from Sin. We have a ſad Inſtance of this in S. Auſtin, 
before his intire and bleſſed Converſion. He declares in his Confeſſions, how extream 
hard it was to divorce himſelf from ſenſual Delights ; they were incarnated in his Nature, 
v5 0a into his Aﬀections, and the ſeparation from them was as the fleaing him alive. 
When he prayed for Chaſtity, it was with a reſtriction, Make me chaſt, but not too ſoon : 
In the vigour of his Age, the ſinning Seaſon, he was averſe to be weaned from thoſe 
poiſonous Breaſts. *Till Divine Grace chang'd his Nature, he could never reſcue him- 
ſelf from the Intanglements of his Iniquity. | 
Cuſtom in Sin ufually proceeds from Inclination ; and with as ſtrong a ſway deter- 
mines the corrupt Will as Original Nature. Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, and the 
Leopard his Spots ? then may you who are accuſtom'd to do Evil do Good. Dreadful difficul- 
ty ! ſome habitual Sinners are ſecure and ſtupid, and of ſuch depraved obſtinacy, that 
they will not reſolve to cleanſe rhemſelves from their Defilements. In others there are 
ſome Sparks of religious Fear ; but notwithſtanding the Stings of Conſcience, continue 
in the practice of Sin. The charming Luſt ſo long indulg'd, is imperious and percmp- 
tory ; and till Omnipotent Grace unbinds the Charm, they are never relcas'd from the 
Circle of confeſling their Sins when their Deſires are ſated, and committing them with 
| new 
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new Heat and Rapture upon the returning Temptation. Thongh Convictions be height- 
| ned into Reſolutions, the next Temptation hinders the Effect : They reſcind their ſo- 
lemn and ſacred Engagements, prefidiouſly break double Chains, the Law of God with 
their own Vows, grieve his Spirit and wound their own ; from hence 'tis evident that 
ſuch Sins are properly Mens own. | $9” 
. 2, That Luſtto which others are ſubſervient, has the Supremacy in the Heart. In all 
- the Dominions of Satan, there is ſome ſpecial Luft that is his Viceroy, and keeps Pof- 
ſeſſion for him. There is an Order in the Kingdom of Darkneſs, one Sin wants the A1- 
ſiſtance and Countenanceof another ſometimes to diſguiſe and palliate it, or for the do- 
ing it. \The reigning Sin has, as it were, its Court and Council, its. Guard and Atten- 
dants. To illuſtrate this by its contrary, -'tis obſervable there is a Concatenation of Ver- 
cues, and the ſuperior Verrue is aſſiſted by other Vertues in its Exerciſe : as Juſtice in 
diſpenſing what is due to others, is aſſiſted by Fortitude and Temperance, . which regu- 
late Fear and Deſire, that often hinder its moſt noble Exerciſe : and the Actions imme- 
diately ſlowing from Courage or Temperance, are aſcribed to Juſtice, to which they are 
ſubſervient ; for the End and Intention conſtitutes the Kinds in the Ranks of moral 
Things, either Vertues or Vices. 'Tis the Obſervation of the Philoſopher, that one 
who does an Act of Robbery that he may have Money to corrupt a Woman, is not ſo 
much Covetous as Incontinent. Foſeph's Brethren ſold him into Egypt, dipt his Gar- 
ment in Blood to deceive their Father, and thereby contracted a Crimſon Guilt ; but 
Cruelty and Hypocrifie were ſubordinate to their Envy : They hated him, becauſe 
theFather's Love to them was faint in Compariſon to the warm Beams refleted upon 
oſeph. | | i Es 
To? The Darling Corruption ingroſles the Thoughts. There is a natural Levity and 
Featherineſs in the Mind, a ſtrange Inconſiſtency and Diſcurrency of the Thoughts, but 
Love will faſten them intenſely upon its Obje. From hence it is that habitual and de: 
lighrful Thoughts are the beſt Diſcovery of our Hearty and our ſpiritual State. Words 
and Actions may be over-rul'd and counterfeit for divers Reaſons, but Thoughts are the 
inviſible Productions of the Soul, and without Fear or Mask, without Reſtraint or Diſ- 
guiſe, undiſſemblingly diſcover the Diſpoſition of the Heart. Thoughts are the imme- 
diare Off-fpring of the Soul; and as the Waters that immediately flow from the Spring 
are ſtrongeſt of the Mineral, ſo the Thoughts are moſt deeply tinturd with the Aﬀecti- 
ons. A Saint is therefore deſcribed by his meditating in the Law of God Day and Night, Plum 1. 
which is the natural and neceſſary Effet of his Delight in it. Uncounterfeit Religion pegnirio bee. 
and Holineſs conſiſts in the order of Love, as St. Auſtin briefly and fully deſcribes it. vis & veravir- 
The Will is carried to its Object and End by the Motion of Love, and Love applies the 575. odoelt | 
Mind intirely to the Obje& to which it is ſtrongly inclind. When the Heart is corrupt, 
the ordinary Current of the Thoughts is in the Channel of our Luſts. 'The contriving 
Thoughts, the Devices of the Mind, the contemplative Thoughts and inward Muſings 
are converſant about the beloved Luſt that engages the Mind to it. Thus when Cove- 
touſneſs is the reigning Paſſion, the Mind is in continual Exerciſe to compaſs ſecular 
Ends : 'tis full of Proje&ts how to order the Means moſt ſucceſsfully to increaſe Riches, 
and how to remove what-ever may obſtruct the main Deſign. The Spirit is captivated, 
and like a drudge in a Mill is continually grinding for the Satisfaction of ' the earthly Ap- 
petite, When rhe more ſenſual voluptuous Patlions are predominant,. the contriving | 
Thoughts are to make Proviſions for the Fleſh to ſatisfie 'the Luſts thereof. The Under- rom. i;. 1. 
ſtanding is debaſed to be rhe Pander and'Caterer for the intemperate and incontinent Ap- 
petites. The-ambirious Spirit lays rhe Scene 'how to obtain his deſired Honour, and fore-. \ 
caſts how to aſcend to ſome place of Eminence : ſo Anger ſowred into Revenge, envies 
at the Excellencies and Advancements of others, .turns the Mind to plot Miſchief. 
The contemplative Thoughts and Muſings of the Mind, ;are alfo fix'd on the darling 
Luſt. As a Holy Believer, in whoſe Heart the deſire of enjoying God in Heaven isthe 
ſupreme Afﬀection, frequently aſcends in his Mind thither, and by ſolemn ſerious 
Thoughts ſubſtantiates his furure Happineſs, and has an unſpeakable glorious Joy inthe 
lively hopes of it: Thus the unrenewed Heart turns the Thoughts to the deſired Obje, 
either inrepreſenting it in all its Charms, or in Reflections upon the Enjoyment of whar 
iS paſt, or in expectation of whar is to come, and pleaſes ir ſelf with the Suppoſition in- 
ſtead of Fruition. A proud Perſon entertains vain-glorious thoughts of his own Worth, 
and worſhips the vain Idol himſelf : In his Mind he repeats 'the Echoes of Praile, "that 
his fooliſh Flatterers laviſh upon him. "Tis recorded of Nebuchatezzar, that as he. 
Walk'd in his Palace, he ſaid, 1s not this great Babylon that I have. bur/t, for the Houſe 
of the Kingdom, by the might of my Power, and for the Honour of my Majeſty 2 His high 
towring Words were the Expreſſion of his Thoughts, and diſcover'd Pride to be the 
Ddd . reigning 
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reigning Paſſion of: his Heert. The ſenſual Wretch ſurveys his Carnal Paradiſe, and per- 
ſonates the Pleaſures of Sin by impure Imaginations: his Fancy runs riotouily over 
tempting Beauties : by an ative Contemplation he contracts a new Stain, and induces 
a new Guilt upon himſelf : he commits the ſame Sin a thouſand times, by renewing the 
pleaſant Thoughts of it, and by carnal Complacence in the Remembrance. 
| Tn the ſilence of rhe Night, when a Curtain of Darkneſs is drawn over the viſible 
World, and the Soul not diverted by ſenſible Objects, is moſt free in its Operations, then 
the Thoughts are converſant about the beloved Sin. "Tis faid of the Malicious and Re- 
vengeful, They plot Miſchief upon their Beds. The rich Fool was contriving how to be- 
ſtow his Fruits and Goods, and entertaining himſelf with rhe Thoughts of Feſtival vo- 
luptuous Living, in the Night wherein his Soul was required. And in the Morning the 
Virgin Thoughts are proſtituted to the beloyed Luſt. In the time of Divine Worſhip, 
when the pure Majeſty and ſpecial Preſence of God ſhould unire rhe Thoughts, and 
compoſe the Soul to a holy ſolemn Frame, then the beloved Luſt will be ſo impudent and 
outragious as to break into the Mind, the Chamber of Preſence, and ſeat it ſelf there. 
As Lof's Wife led by an Angel our of Sodom, turnd a lingring Eye towards it, forthe 
Carnal Heart, even in religious Service and Addreſſes to God, reflects upon the ſinful 
ObjeR, that has an attractive Force upon it. Tis charg'd againſt thoſe fine Hypocrites 
Ezek. 33.3. in Ezekiel ; They fit before thee as my People, and hear thy Words, but they will not do them ; 
for with their Mouth they ſhew much Love, but their Heart goeth after their Covetouſnefs. 
'Tis reckon'd as an high Aggravation of their Guilt, Tea i» my Houſe have I found their 


| os. 29, in, Wickedneſs, ſaith the Lord. The familiar Luſt will haunt Men in the Divine Preſence. 


This'makes them cold and careleſs in Holy Duries ; this makes their Devotion 1o faint 
and dilute, that God is infinitely prog by them. In ſhort, the darling Luſt does ſo 
intirely and intenſely fix the Mind upon it, that Mens Actounts are dreadfully increaſt 
by the Swarms of wicked Thoughts that defile their Souls : and in the Day of Judg- 
\ ment, that is called the Day of Revelation, there will be a Diſcovery made to their ever- 
laſting Confuſion. £ | 
| 4. The Sin Men deſire to conceal from others, and from Conſcience, and are apt to de- 
fend or extenuate, and are impatient of Reproof for it, has a ſpecial Intereſt in their Aﬀe- 
ions. Every Sinner is a Maſtet of this Art, to counterfeit the Vertues he wants, and 
diſſemble the Vices that he allows. 'Tis the Obſervation of Solomen, God made Man up- 
right, but he ſought out many Inventions ; eſpecially to palliate and hide, or to excuſe his 
Faults. Sin in its native Deformity is ſo foul, that Men employ a great deal of Art and 
Study, either to conceal it under a Veil of Darkneſs, or a deceitful Mask of Vertuc, or 
by various Excuſes to leſſen its Guilt and Ignominy. Adam patchd up an Apron of 
Fig-Leaves to cover his Nakedneſs, a Reſemblarice of his Care to hide his Sin. David 
could not expect to deceive God ; but to hide his Adultery with Bazhſheba from Men, he 
ſends for Uriah from the Arty, that he might have gone home to his Wife. "Tis ob- 
ſerv'd of Ceſar and Pompey, whoſe ambitious Spirits aſpir'd to Sovereign Power, they 
made uſe of ſome Enſigns of Royalty, to accuſtom the "__ by Degrees to them, yet 
were crafty to hide their Deſign. Czſar ſometimes appeared publickly with a Wreath of 
Lawrel on his Head ; bur leſt the People from his wearing that Appearance of a Crown, 
ſhould be jealous of his Intention, pretended it was only to ſupply his want of Hair, 
and cover his Baldneſs. Pompey wore a white Fillet curiouſly wrought about his Leg, 
—_ inPretence that his Leg was hurt ; but in truth, becauſe it was a Diadem, a Royal Or- 
om 


conate?;.., nament, * for which he was reproach'd by ſome ſtrict Obſerver. There arc innumerable 


erus alligatom Arts us d to cover Mens reſpeCtive Sins. I ſhall only inſtance in one that is uſually pr a- 
_— d- Atisd : How do many, like the crafry Lapwing that flutters at a diſtance from its Neſt, 
_—_ Dm appear zealous againſt the viſible Sins of others, that under that ſhadowy Deceit they 
parte corporis may hide their own 2 Their Words, feather d with ſevere Cenſure, fly abroad, woun- 


« Gadems. ding the Repuration of others forleſſer Faults, that they may nor be ſaſpeCtcd to be guil- 


ty of worſe Sins ſecretly cheriſh'd by them. _ 
But if the beloved Sin be evident, Satan aſſiſts the corrupt Mind to frame ſuch colou- 
rable Pretences either to defend or excuſe it, that it may not appear in a ghaſtly manner, 
attended with ſtrit Judgment and an everlaſting Hell. When a Luſt has enticed and 
drawn away the Will, the Mind is ingag'd to give colour to the Conſent, and either di- 
rely, or in an oblique way to repreſent the Sin, that it may appear leſs odious and 
..... .. more amiaþle. Sometimes the Underſtanding is ſo perverted by the Impreſſion of Plea- 
AN deed. ſure, that Conſcience allows Concupiſcence. 'Tis a repeated Obſervation of a * wiſc 


- nomine obre. Philoſopher, that Vices were diſguis'd under the Reſemblance of Vertues, and Vertues 


ne, T ® » . &-* . v» . . 
riras fub ricalo fortirudinis later, Moderato vocatur ignavia pro cauto timidus accipitur. In his magno periculo erratur. Sevec. 
Fallic enim vitium ſpecie virtutis & umbra, Juven, 14 Sat, 


difpars g «i 
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diſparag d under the Names of Vices ; from whence the Underſtanding and Will, the 

Mind and Manners were depraved, and Shame was caſt upon the Vertuoits, and Bold- 

neſs given to the Vicious. Profuſencſs is ſtild Magnificence, Violetice Valour, Diffo- 
lureneſs Gentiliry, Fraud and Craft Prudence. On the contrary, Sincetiry is blaſted 

with the Name of _Folly, Patience reputed Stupidity, and Conſcience Supefftition.” The 

Proud will ſet off the lofty Humour and Carriage as a decent Greatneſs: of Spirit, and 

vilific the Humble as low and ſordid. The Cholerick will ingage Reaſor to juſtifie his 
Paſſion ; he will alledge the Provocation would anger an Angel. * The Luke-warrli in 
Religion, will repreſent Lukewarmneſs as a diſcreet Temperament berween the viciou: Ex- 

treams of a Wildfire Zeal, and a prophane Coldneſs and Neglect. - The Earthly-minded 

will pur flattering Colours on Covetouſneſs, ro make it appear a praiſe-worthy Vertue, a 

prudent Proviſion for time to come. If Menare quite deſtitute of Defence,” they will by 

a mild Conſtruction extenuate the guilt of their darling Sin. ' The incontinent Perfor will 

make a Canopy for his Luſt, as only a human Frailry. The Intemperate will ex&ſ& his 

Exceſs, as free Mirth and harmleſs Sociery: Many Apologies are made for the Sins Men 
indulgently commit ; ſome .will plead in Excuſe, a prone Neceſſity of Nature ; ſome, the 

Cuſtom of the Places they live in; ſome, their unſettled Youth ; any- tliing that may 

leſſen the turpirude in the view of Conſcience, or mm the Opinion of others. Now plea- 

ding argues Love, and Love denominates the Sin'to be their own. - * From henee it is * Hoc. 24 
that ſo many contract a deſperate Hardneſs, and are irrecoverably depraved. But if Met rg og Puncl 
cannot hide or excuſe their beloved Sin, they-are impatient of Reproof'for- it, 'and with 


| IC WIL fare maline 
ſecret Diſcontent, or ſtormy Paſſions, rejet Admonition. Some of fair Tempers and quam effuge- 


ET 


Converſation, if « Miniſter or Friend be faithful to their Souls, and with holy Zeal |” oa: Epiſt. 


ges the divorcing Command of God between them and their pleaſant Sins, and: repreſctits oy 


ſincerely the Guilt of their ſinful courſe of Life, they become fierce and yehement, and 
recoil upon their Reprovers, as arrogiting imperious Authority, or for Rigour and Seye- 


rity, or impertinence in admoniſhingthem ; and ſometimes recriminate, 'that the 'Repro- 


ver is as bad or worſe himſelf : like a River that paſſes without Noiſe, till it meets with 
the Arches of a Bridge that ſtops its free Current, then it ſwells and roars. In ſhorr, rhe 
indulgent Sinner will endeavour to defend his Boſom-Sin, or to ſubdue his Conſcience 
that it may riot torment him for it. EPS ETS EOTPO HT ® 

5. The Sin that the enlightned Conſcience refleAs upon, with anguiſh and bitter Re- 
morſe, is uſually that which has been indulg'd, and whereby God has been moſt diſho- 
nourd. There is ſo deep an Impreſſion of rhe Deity in the Soul, and our Dury and Ac- 
countablenefs, that jt cannot be utterly defac'd ; and though rhe rebellious Will and Af- 
fecions controul it for a time, yet it remains for the Convidtion and Puniſhmenr of De- 
linquents. Conſcience is a Spy in our Boſoms, and obſerves in order to a Diſcovery ; 
and what is written in its Regiſter cannot be razed out. Tis true, a Spirit of Slumber 
ſometimes ſcizes upon the Wicked, and Conſcience is ſo ſtupified, thar they ſin withour 
RefleQion and Remorſe ; but there are times wherein Conſcience is rousd up like a Lion, 
and tears them in pieces according to the fearful Threatning. This is ſometimes done b 
the powerful preaching of the Word : The Apoſtle deſcribes the Word of God by its ad- 
mirable Efficacy ; '7is quick and powerful, and ſharper than any two-edged Sword, piercing 
even to the dividing aſunder the Soul and Spirit, and of the Joints and Marrow, and is a 
diſceraer of the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart. When the Word by a piercing Appli- 
cation diſcovers the Boſom-Sin, and the fearful Judgment that attends it, fo that the 
Guilty cannot obſcure the Evidence of the one, nor avoid the Terror of the other, then 
Conſcience bleeds afreſh that was ſeared before. There is recorded a wonderful Inſtance 
of rhis in the Ads of the Apoſtles : when Paul the Priſoner reaſon'd of Righteouſneſs, Tem- SE 
perance, and Judgment to come, Felix trembled : The difſcourſing of thoſe Vertues that gaviiam & 17 


- bes ſxvitiam & lj. 
were direaly contrary to his habitual Enormities, ript up his Conſcience to the LE bidinem Jus 


and ſtruck into Confternation that lofty Sinner. From hence it is that many decline Ja a8 pot 
ſharp and ſearching Miniſtry, which is always the Token of a guilry Heart. The Word cuir Tacir Lib, 
ſhining upon the Conſcience (like the Refleftion of the: Sun upon the Waters that made 5: Hil 
them appear like Blood) makes Sins to appear in their crimſon Guilt, their bloody Ag- qoceums, 
pravations. Our Saviour tells us, that the evil Doer neither loves or comes to the Light, Joh. 3.20. 
leſt his Deeds ſhould be reproved. When a powerful Preacher, as a ſecond Conſcience, as 
if he knew the Hearts and Ways of Men, ſets their Sins in order before their Eyes, 
and cloſely applies the Threatnings of Divine Vengeance'to them, Conſcience often 
Joins with him, and as a faithful Eccho repeats the terrible Truths ro their Convidtion 
and Anxiety, oo 

In times of Affliction, when our Sins find us out, we . uſually find out our Sings, Tn 
full Proſperity Men are Strangers at Home, ge ny look inward : they will notendure 
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che Inquiſition and Judicature of Conſcience : Wealth and Wickedneſs harden them againſt 
the moſt ſerious Counſels, the moſt ſolemn Reproofs and ardent Exhortations : They 
are blind to the Sun, and deaf to Thunder ; but a ſharp Affliction clears the Eyes, un- 
locks the Ears, opens the Heart, and pricks the tender Vein. The awaken d Penitent |, 
will make an exact ſearch to find our the Achax, the Troubler of the Soul, and the ſpe-.- 
cial Sin is ſo in the Interpretation of the vigilant and afflicted Conſcience. The bitter 
remembrance of that Sin is anſwcrable to its Guilt ; the mote it was indulg'd, the more 
the Law of God was deſpis'd, the more it wounds the Spirit : When the Pleaſure is 
paſt, nothing remains but the Sting and Poiſon. Foſeph's Brethren, who ſo long had. 
en inſenſible of their treacherous ſelling him to Bondage and Miſery ; yet in their 
Fears. Conſcience - remembers it with Aggravations of their unnatural Cruelty : And 
they ſaid one to another, We are verily guilty concerning our Brother, in that we ſaw the 
anguiſh of his Soul,, when he beſought us, and we would not hear ; therefore is this diſtreſs 
COME HPON HS. : 

Laſtly, Confider the feveral kinds of Sins to find out your own : Some are of Omiſli- 
on, ſome of Cotmmiſſion ; ſome are Spiritual and Inward ; fome are Carnal, and aCted 
with Noiſe and Notice; ſome diſtintly- low from viſible Cauſes ; ſome ſpring from an 
unſuſpected Fountain. - There are many of a civil compos'd Converſation. who are care- 
leſs of ſpiritual Duties, of holy Communion with God by raiſed ſol:mn Thoughts, and 
ardent deſires, of watchfulneſs aver their Hearts, ro regulate their Aims and Aﬀections 
by. the pure Law, and are inſenſible of rheir Negle& and Guilt. The unrenewed Na- 
ture has a ſtrong reluQance againſt ſpiritual Duties. Many are righteous ro Men, and 

 unrighteous towards God ; they do not pay thoſe Duties that are indifpenlibly from rea- 
ſonable Creatures'to the bleſſed Creator : the higheſt Love for his PerfeCtions and Bene- 
fits, an obedient reſpe& to. his Commands in their Actions, a reſigned ſubmiſſion to his 
| Will and Wiſdom, an entire truſt in his fatherly Providence, and zeal for his Glory. 
Many rob him of that Time that is conſecrated to his Service : The Lord's Day, (tho 
'tis our Privilege as well as Duty to keep it Holy ) when the Publick Worſhip is at an 
end, as if the remainder were unſanctified, they wretchedly waſte in complemental Vi- 
fits, in civil Matters, in Diſcourſes imp-rtinent to the ſolemn Work of it. Many who 
are diligent to provide for their Families, yet are as bad as Infidels in negleQing to in- 
ſtruc their Children and Servants in the ſaving DoQtrine of the Goſpel, ro command 
them to be circumſpe& in their Ways, to ſet before them a Jiving Pattern of Holineſs, 
and carelefly ſuffer their precious Souls to periſh for ever. How many who are not 
guilry of open rebellious Sins againſt rhe Law, yer neglect the great indiſpenſible Duty |, 
of the Goſpel, an humble, unfeigned, entire cloſing with Chriſt as their Prince and Sa- 
viour. They preſume upon their moral Vertues, of the Safery and Goodneſs of their 
Condition : They never had a feeling ſenſe of their want of the imputed Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt to reconcile them to God, nor of the Holy Spirit ro make them partakers of 
the Divine Nature ; as if only the Prophane, Riotous, notorious Sinners, had need of 
his moſt precious Merits and Mediation to aboliſh their Guilr, and ſave them from Hell, 
and ofthe Holy Spirit to ſanQtifie them. From hence it is that many civil Perſons remain 
in anunrenewed State, and are the natural Subjes of Satan, and die in their Sins. Some 
are regular in a courſe of Religious Duties, they pray, hear the Word, receive the Sa- 
crament, but without thoſe Holy Aﬀections that are the Life of Religious Duties, yer 
content themſelves with the external bodily Service, which is neither pleaſing ro God 
nor profitable to their Souls. Some cheriſh a ſecret Pride that they are not 1o bad as 
others ; ſome a vain Preſumprtion of the Divine Fayour, becauſe they ſerve God in a 
purer way of Worſhip than others, when they negle& ſubſtantial Religion that recom- 
mends us to his gracious Eye. Some will ſeverely refle& upon the viſible Sins of others, 
whilſt there is an unperceiv'd Conſumption of the ſpiritual Life in themſelves. This may 
ſeem to proceed from the Hatred of Sin, when the real inward Motive is to quier Con- 
ſcience by an appearance of Zeal againſt Sin, and make it inobſervant of their inward 
voluntary Defets. The moſt excellent Things may be counterfeit, Satan may trans- 
3 form himſelf into an Angel of Light; ſinful AﬀeRions may be varniſh'd and gilded, ſo as 
b- - ; to be miſtaken for Divine Graces. Briefly, the Heart is an everlaſting Deceiver, and 
= without a perpetual watchfulneſs, we are in danger of cloſe Corruptions that will blaſt 


our Sincerity. To find out our Sin, tis requiſite to ſearch where we may think there is 
little reaſon to expect the finding; it. 


2. I will now conſider what the preſerving himſelf from his peculiar Sin implies. 
I. An abſtaining from the praftice of that Sin. When David had an opportunity to 
deſtroy Saul, his unrighteous and implacable Enemy, and ſecure himſelf, when excited 
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the Temp- -_. 
tation With abhorrence ; The Lord forbid that 7 ſhould flretch forth my Hand againſt "i i Sam. 46. rt. 
Lord's Anointed; thus he preſerv'd his Innocence and Integrity. 7 | NP 
Our Saviour tells us, He that commits Sin, is a Servant of Sin: an itdulgent courſe 19 * 
' of Sin denominates a Perſon a Slave of Sin, and a Rebel againſt God, and is utterly in- 


to it by Abiſhai, who would have diſpatch'd him at a Blow, yet he rejeaed' 


hae ” natural Conſcience, -and ſupernatural. Grace ; yet whilſt we are cloth'd. 
with Fle | anat 


fortifie-our ſelves againſt them, that they 'may not have dominion over us ; and th Zu 
we cannot arrive, yet we may advance towatds the complear Conqueſt of Sin. And in 
our endeavours againſt the Sins to which we are moſt inclinable, and that often foil us, 
Conſtancy is inſeparable from Sinceriry. - Tf we negle@t the humbling of our Souls for 
agar i Po Infirmities, the earneſt ſeeking for the Divine Mercy and Grace, and a care- 
ful watching againſt them, - we fo far decline from Uprightneſs. EP +1 
_ 2.\ITk implies the mortifying the inward Aﬀetion to that Sin. The Rule of our Duty 
requires this : Cleanſe your Hinds ye Sinners, purifie your Hearts Fa double-minded. The Jan. 4- v. 
Will is the proper Principle of Sin, and from the deprayation of the free Faculty aQual 
Sins proceed. As: the Love of the Subject is the Strength of the Prince, ſo rhe Love of 
any Sin preſerves its Dominion. There may be a concurrence if Circumſtances to hin- 
der the aQtual Commiſſion of Sin, of which the Heart is guilty. An unclean Perfon,  _ 
when ſeparated from the Object of his _ Defires, may languiſh in his Luſts, and <4 
by contemplative Commiſſion be guilty before God. A malicious Perſon may keep the xo eh at. © 
Fire of Malice in his Breaſt, without the leaſt diſcovery by a Spark or Smoak in his am antequari- 
Words of Actions, waiting for an opportunity that he may rake his full Revenge, and Per an - 2 
is a Murderer in his Wiſhes. The rapacious deſire 'of anothers Goods without aftual'nim- quiſquis 
Robbery, induces the Guilr of Theft. There may be an invincible Bar between the fig- ©tm v6- 
ful Aﬀection and the Objet. : 5 CS EE 
Sickneſs or Age may ſo waſte the Vigour of the Body, that we cannot perform the 
proſs Ads of Sin: Bur this Abſtinence has no moral Value, for it only proceeds from 
the diſability of the Inſtrumental Faculties. Tf one in a Conſumption leaves his Reyel- 
ling and Licentiouſneſs, 'tis no ſign of Divine Grace, but of waſted Nature. As in a, a4 1 
fick Perſon the Appetite fails, the Soul adhors dainty Meat ; bur if he recovers, his £ p-1 RTE. 
petite revives, and is more craving for his Abſtinence : Thus many who'conld not enjoy 
their pleaſant.Luſts in the time of Diſeaſes, being reſtored to ſtrengrh, their vicious Af- 
kRions ate reincited by new Temprations, and with greater \exceſs act over their old 
Sins, as if they would pay Intereſt for their impatient forbearance. An old Sinner mz n 
retain and cheriſh the Fire of Luſt in his Heart, when Age has fnowd upon his Hi wy | 
As in Mount Ztya the ſulphureous Fire and Snow are near together. But as the Phi- 
loſopher obſerves, If a young Eye were put into an old Man's Head, he would ſee as * 
clearly as ever. So if natural Strength were reſtor'd in an unconvetred Sinner, he would 
as ardent and ative in proſecuting his carnal Defires as before. Ry 
 Terrors of Conſcience may ſtop the Current of Mens Luſts : Fear has Torment, and 
iS inconſiſtent with the Pleaſures of Sin : The fear of viſible Vengeance, rhat ſomerimes | 
ſtrikes the Wicked, or the apprehenſion of Judgment to come, may cotittoul the licen- 
tious Appetites from breaking forth into aRtual commiſſion of Sins. Bur as when the Li- "5 IJ 
ons ſpared Daniel, it was not from the change of their wild devouring Narure, for they 62. hs 2 
deſtroyed his Accuſers immediately, but from the ſuſpending their hurtful Power.: So'Amari lived, "7oe. 
when a ſtrong fear lays a reſtraint upon the adtive Powers, yet inward Luft is the ſame, Por? non. & 
and would licentiouſly commit Sin, were the Reſtraint taken away. _ OE 
The keeping ones ſelf from Sin, that is the fign of Uprightneſs proceeds from! the 


mortification of the Fleſh, with the Aﬀetions and Lufts thereof. The Apoſtle tells us, p i _ 
Carnal Circumeiſion, without the Cireumecifron of the Heart, yoas of no avail to obtain the ; "3 EY 
 Fawvout _—_ 
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Favour of God : So the outward forbearance of Sin withour inward Purity, can never 
commend us to the Divine Acceptance. A Rebel may be driven from the Frontiers, bu: 
{o long as he keeps the Royal City, he is unſubdued: So if a Luſt keeps Poſſcfilion..of 
the:Heart, though the executive Powers may be retained 'or diſabled from rhe» outward 
Acts, ir {till reigns. 


2. I ſtall now prove that the keeping a Man's ſelf from his Ipecial Sin, is an unde- 
cciving Evidence of Sincerity. | | | 


' 1. God approves it: 7 was upright before him. God has not Eyes of Fleſh, he doth not 
ſee-as Man ſees. The deepeſt Breaſt is as clear as Chryſtal in his ſight. He weighs the 
Spirits of Men, and exactly knows what is-true Gold, and what is counterfeit. He is 
the Searcher and Judge of our Hearts, and his approbation is rhe ſtrongeſt Seal of our 
Uprightneſs. As God ſaid ro Abraham, Now [ know thou feareſt me, in that thou haſt not 
with-held thy Son, thine only Son from me. . So. if we Sacrifice at his Command, the Sin 
that is as dear to us as /ſaac was to his Father, the Sin of our Loye and Dclight, the Sin 
that is ours by Choice and Cuſtom, then we ſhall hear the bleſſed Teſtimony from Hea- 
ven, thar we love God in Sincerity ; he will own us as his Friends. Sincere Chriſtians 
can appeal to God in the Pſalmiſts Language, and with his Afﬀections ; Lord, ſearch 
me, and try me, and ſee whether there be any. way of Wickedneſs in me : They are not 
conſcious, of any indulged courſe of Sin, which would make them fearful of his pure 
and piercing Eye. | EY 

2. Ic will appear that the Feng our ſelves from our peculiar Sins, is an infallible 
Proof of Uprightneſs, by conſidering in what it conſiſts. In Scripture Uprightneſs is 
equiyalent to Perfeftion and Integrity, and oppoſite to Guilt. - | 

1. 'Tis equivalent to Perfection ; Mark the perfeft Man, and behold the Upright ; for 
the End of that Man is Peace. The abſolute PerfeCtion of Holineſs is not attainable up- 
on. Earth, none are. refin'd to a height of Purity without Mixtures and Allays : But ac- 
cording to the mitigation of the Goſpel, the Saints, whoſe Aims, .Defares, and Endea- 
yours are to obtain Perfection, are accepted in the Blefled Mediator as perfect. Now 
the indulgence of any, darling Sin, is utterly inconſiſtent with Perfeftion in the mild 


- ſenſe of the Goſpel , and conſequently with Uprightneſs. This will be more evi- 


dent, by conſidering, that Uprightneſs is equivalent with Integrity. The Pfalmiſt prays, 
Let Integrity and Uprightneſs preſerve me. Integrity implies an uniform equal reſpect 
to all the Divine Commands. When Conſcience of our Duty to God, and the reverence 


| of his Authority ſhining in his Law, inclines us to obey all his Will, we are Upright. 


Partial Obedience that divides the Precepts, and complies with thoſe that are agreeing 
with our Carnal Aﬀections and Intereſt, and neglects the reſt, is as inconſiſtent with 
Sincerity as Death and Life. As the Soul in the natural Man is a vital Principle from 
whence all the Actions of Life and Senſe proceed ; fo renewing Grace is a Principle of 
Univerſal Obedience. Herod did many things gladly, upon the preaching of John the Bap- 
tiſt : Bur he would not part with Herodzas, his charming Luſt ſtill had dominion in his 
Heart. The young Man obſerved other Commands of the Law, but when our Saviour 
tried his Integrity, Þ | 

bave Treaſure in Heaven ; tis ſaid, he went away ſorrowful : Covetouſneſs was his Boſom- 
Sin , and blaſted the Sincerity of his Obedience. DTS 

_ OVprightneſs is oppoſite to Guile. Our Saviour pives this Teſtimony of Nathanael, 
Behold an Iſraelite indeed, in whom there is no guile ; a genuine Son of /ſrae/, whoſe Cha- 
raQter was Sincerity, Guile implics a reſeryed Aﬀection for a particular Sin, under a 
pretence of religious obſerving the Divine Law. The Scripture ſets forth by Conjugal 
Love, the deareſt reſemblance of the Mutual Love berween Chriſt and his Church. Tf 
a Wife ſhould take another beſides her Husband into her Embraces, ſhe is an Adultereſs, 
falſe to her Husband ; and all her amiable attractive Society with him, 1s bur the finc 
Hypocriſie and pretence of Love. Thus when one Boſom-Sin is retain'd, the Heart is 


falſe to God, notwithſtanding the moſt ſpecious Deyotion: The indulgent practice of 


one vin impcaches our Integrity. 


To this I ſhall add ſele&t Examples of Uprightneſs recorded in Scripture.  'Tis ſaid of 


* Noah, he was a juſt Man, and perfed in his Generations : For when the whole World lay in 
wickedneſs, he preſerv'd himſelf unſpotted from their Pollutions : This was a noble Teſti- 
mony of his Uprightneſs in the eſteem of God. Joſeph repell'd rhe impure Solicitations 
of his Miſtreſs with indignation ; Zow ſhall 1 do this great Wickedneſs, and fin againſt 
God 2 David when old, and his Blood and Spirits ſo frozen, rhat no Cloaths could warm 

him, that a fair young Virgin lying in his Boſom was not blemiſhd by him, war wi 

| rom 


y commanding him 7o ſell all, and to give.it to the Poor, and he ſbould 
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from Divine Grace, but waſted Nature : Bur that Joſeph in the Vigour of his Ag, the 
ſnning Seaſon, kept himſelf undefiled, was the ſure ſymptom of Sincerity. F6b has this 
reitimony from God, that he was a perfect upright Man : and in the Depth of his AMi- 


my ZHeart ſhall not reproach me ſo long as T live ; that is, of reigning Hypocri 
they had accuſed him. His Uprighnels he proves by an Induction : He preſerv'd himſelf 
from the Sin of his Age : In his Yourh, when ſenſual Luſts are impetuous, he made 4 
Covenant with his Eyes not to Iook upon a Maid: and forthis Reaſon, becaufe he was under 
the inſpetion and obſervance of Gd He kept himſelf from the Sins of his Calling : he 
was a Magiſtrate, and in the exerciſe of his Office, his Foot never haſted to deceit, and no 
Blot cleav'd to his Hand: Upon this he appeals to the inlightned Tribunal Above, Lerz me 
be weighed in the Balance, that God may know my Integrity. He kept himſelf from the 
Sins of his Condition ; for though high in Dignity, yer ſo humble, that he deſpiſed nat 
the Cauſe of his Man-Servant or Maid-Servant that contended with him : though in full 
Proſperity, yet ſo compaſſionate, that as a Father he fed the Poor, and clothed the Naked. 

e was ſo ſenſible of his dependent mutable State here, that Gold was not his Hope, nor the 
fine Gold his Confidence : and fo Heavenly and Spiritual in his Mind and AﬀeCions, 2hat 
he did not rejoice becauſe his Wealth was great, and becauſe his Hand had gotten much. This 
Refle&tion upon the Temper of his Heart, and his Deportment in his proſperous State, 
was the main aſſuranee of his Integrity. | 


th APPLICATION 


1. Let us be excited to make a Judgment of our ſelves by this Rule. : The true De- 
ciſion of our Spiritual Statc, reſults from the Teſtimony of Conſaence concerning our 
Uprightneſs or Inſincerity. IF our Hearts condemn us not of predominant Hypocriſie, 


ſome indulged habitual Sin, ther have we Confidence towards God, that we are accepted of 


him. If Conſcience be inlightrned and faithful in the Trial, a Man cannot deliberately - 
deceive himſelf : he muſt know whether his Reſolutions and Endeavours be to obey all 
the Will of God ; or, whether, like an intermitting Pulſe, that ſometimes beats regu- 
larly, and then faulrers, he is zealous in ſome Duties, and cold or careleſs in others ? 
Saul would offer Sacrifice, but not obey the Divine Command to deſtroy all the Amale- 
kites : for his Partialiry and Hypocriſie he was rejeQted of God. Bur 'tis the Character 
of David, he was a Man after God's own Heart, in that he did all his Will. Tis not the 
Authority of the Lawgiver, but other Motives that ſway thoſe who obſerve ſome Com- 
mands, and are reſpectleſs of others. A Servant thar readily goes to a Fair or a Feaſt 
when ſent by his Maſter, and negles other Duties, does not his Maſter's Command 


from Obediene, but his own Choice. Sincere Obedience is to the Royalty of the Di-- 


vine Law, and is commenſurate to its Purity and Extent. 
There are two Requiſites to make a certain Sign of a thing: ». If the Sign be never 
without the Thing ſignified. 2. If the Thing be never without the Sign. The Redneſs 
of the Sky is but a Contingent Sign of fair Weather, becauſe the Appearance of it in 
the Morning is often followed with Storms and Rain; and ſometimes a fair Day is with- 
out that viſible Sign. But Day-light is an infallible 0% of rhe Sun's being riſen : for 
its aſcending in the Horizon always cauſes Day, and withour the preſence of rhe Sun, all 
inferiour Lights can never cauſe Day. Thus the abſtaining from the beloved Luft is a 
ſure Sign of Uprightneſs : For 'tis inconſiſtent with Hypocriſie, and the inſeparable Ef- 
ket of Sincerity. 'Tis inconſiſtent with Hypocriſie : till Divine Grace cleanſes the Heart, 
alters the Taſte of our Appetites, and purifies our Aﬀetions, we ſhall never deteſt and 


forſake bur own Sins that are fleſh'd in our Natures. 


Tis true, there may be an abſtaining from fome Sins, when the Heart is not ſincere 
towards God : for ſome particular Sins are oppoſite to the reſpeftive Tempers of Men, 
and the Averſeneſs from them is not the Efte&t of Supernatural Grace, but of natural 
Conſtitution. As that Mear that is delicious to one Palate, to another is diſtaſteful ; 
10 the Sins that have a Temperamenta] Reliſh to ſome, are diſagreeing to others. 

Tis obſerv'd of thoſe who are ſtung with a Zarantula, the ſweeteſt Muſick does not 

. move them till thoſe Notes are ſtruck that are harmonious with their Diſtemper, and 
then delightfully tranſported, they fall a dancing till their Strength is ſpent. Thus Temp- 
rations are preyalent according to the Complexional Luſts of Human Nature. But when 
there is no Harmony and Agreement between the Objects withour, and the Aﬀections 
within, the Tempter loſes his Deſign. A voluptuous Brute, whoſe Heart is always ſmo- 

 thering or flaming with impure Deſires, may have no Inclination ro Covetouſneſs : a co- 
vetous Wretch, whoſe Soul cleaves to the Earth, may feel no Temptation at the Sight of 
an 


_ tion, herells his ſuſpicious Friends, 7i/l 7 die, I will not- remove my _ from ine : Job 31. 44 5» 
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The fure Trial of Oprightneſs 


an cxquiſire Beauty. Some are made Captives by one Paſſion, and ſome by another. 
In the myſterious Fable, Perſeus, who encounter ' the Terrors of Meduſa, was caſily 
Vittorg; Me gyercome by the Beauty of Andromeda. Vertue victorious over Fear is ofcen corrupted 
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luſe victu' 
Anand. - by Pleaſure. 


kanil. Beſides, ſome Luſts are of a repugnant Narure. This difference is obſeryable he- 
'  tweenFErrors and Truth, Vices and Vertues. Errors are inconſiſtent and irreconcileablc, 
and at War among themſelves : but Truth has an univerſal Conſent and mutual Depen- 
dance in all its Parts : there is no Contraricty between natural and ſupernatural Veritics. 
Vices are ſometimes ſo contrary-in their Ends and Exerciſe, that they fall foul upon one 
another, that none can be ſouniverſally wicked, as to commit all Sins, but if he be ad- 
dicted to one muſt forſake the other. But there is a Connexion between the Graces of 
the Holy Spirit ; rhough different in their Objects and Natures, yet they have the ſame 
Tendency, the Glory of God and our own Salvation, and are united in the Subject. 
| There is but one way to Heaven, as there can be bur one ſtraight way to a Place : bur 
there are innumerable Deviations from it, as many crooked ways to Hell as there are ſinful 
Luſts that bring Men thicher. The Prophet tells us, AZ we like Sheep have gone aſtray, 
every one in his own way. There are many By-Paths that lead to Deſtruction. 

We muſt alſo obſerve to prevent Miſtakes, there may be a forlaking of a particular 
Sin that has been delightful and predominant, without Sincerity towards God: for ano- 
ther Luſt may have got Poſſeſſion of the Heart, and take the Throne. There is an alter- 
nate Succetlion of Appetites in the corrupt Nature, according to the Change of Mens 
Tempers or Intereſts in the World. As Seeds ſown in that order in a Garden, that 'tis 
always full of the Fruits in Seaſon : ſo original Sin thar is ſown in our Nature, is pro- 
dudive of divers Luſts, ſome in the Spring, others in the Summer of our Age, ſome in 
the Autumn, others in the Winter. Senſual Lufts flouriſh in Youth, but when mature 
Age has covl'd theſe Deſires, Worldly Luſts ſucceed ; In old Age there is no reliſh of Sen- 
lualiry, but Covetouſneſs reigns imperiouſly. And as the Conditions and Intereſts of 7 
Men alter, ſo their Aﬀections change ; they are not conſtant to their Boſom-Sins. Now / 
he that expels one Sin, and entertains another, continues in a State of Sin; tis but ex- 
changing of one Familiar for another ; or to borrow the Propher's Expreſſion, '7zs as if 
one ſhould fly from a Lion, and meet with a Bear, that will as OR devour him. 

2. The forlaking our reſpeftive Sin is the inſeparable Effect of Uprightneſs. It has | 

een proved before, that if the Heart be divided between Obedience to the Divine Law, 
Hoſea tz, And Inclination to any Sin, is falſe to God. Repenting Ephraim ſaid, What have I to do 
any more with Idols + An Expreſſion of vehement Deteſtation : Idolatry had been the 
reigning Sin of that Tribe, and therefore the renouncing of Idols was aclear convincing 
Sign of their ſound Converſion. It is impoſſible that fincere Love to God, and the habi- 
tuahk Allowance of a known Sin ſhould be in the ſame Heart, as for the Ark of God and 
the Idol of the-Philiſtznes to be placd on the ſame Altar : Uprightneſs is conſiſtent with 
Frailties, but not with choſen Luſts. As Loyalty to the Prince is conſiſtent with 
» ſome Actions contravening his Laws, that proceed from Ignorance or Surprize : But 
Loyalty is inconſiſtent with Rebellion, that is open Treaſon, or with treaſonable Deſigns | 
that are ſecret Rebellion. So any Sin that Men preſumptuouſly live in, or conſent to in | 
their Hearts, is abſolutely inconſiſtent with Uprightneſs. | 

2. Let us be excited to keep our ſelves with all Diligence from our Iniquity. This is 
is the Maſter-picce of Mortification, the noble effe& of renewing Grace, and very difh- 
culr to the corrupt Nature. To enforce this Duty, I will propound thoſe Motives and 
Means as are very conducing for onr Performance of it. 

The Motives ate, 

1. Habitual indulged Luſts are irreconcileable with the ſtate of Grace ; they render 
the Sinner, till forſaken, uncapable of God's pardoning Mercy hcre, and the heavenly 
Glory hereafter. The Goſpel is a gracious Ad of Oblivion for che reſtoring of Rebelli- | 
ous Sinners to the Favour of God: but the Pardon is obtained upon Conditions that are 4 
indeſpenſible. Mercy is aſſured to penitent Belicvers for all their Sins of Tgnorance, 
and thoſe Frailties that are the Cauſes of their daily Sorrow and Watchfulneſs, and fot 
all preſumptuous Sins retra&ted by Repentance : bur the Saviour of the World excludes 
the impenitent and unreform'd from Mercy ; unleſs ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. i 
Now when Repentance is ſound and ſolemn, the Spirit is deeply wounded for that Sin | 
whereby God has been moſt diſhonoured, and his Law violated : The Remembrance of 
it opens a full Stream of Tears, and excites a holy Hatred : and according to the Degrees 
of Sofrow and Revenge, there will be care to preſerve our ſelves from that Sin. The 
Pſalmiſt ſaith, Bleſſed is the Man to whom the Lord imputes no Iniquity, in whoſe Spirit there 
is no Guile; implying, That one reſerved Luſt which is a certain Argument of Deceit 4 ; 
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God, was never deſigned for the reconciling God to thoſe who wit 
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written in the Mind and Memory, of an,unſandtified Perſon, for the 1d 

pugnant things ate conſiſtent in thoſe Faculties ;. bur che Heart is; nor. cap 
ry Objects : the Love of God's Law expels the predominantLove of.Sig.... N 


Pardon: whatever quality the Sin be of, whether of Omillion, or Compſon, 5 .al- 
lowance makes it deſtruQve to Sinners. - As: from what Corner ſocvyer. a, blaſting Wand 


and will prove deadly to the Soul. 
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continue in their Sins : 'tis utterly inconſiſtent with the Diyine Waſdom, | olineſs, Jultige, 
and Trurh, to appoint a Sacrifice for the Expiation of final Impemtency : . Tuch.qut- 


Application 


otherwile the pleaſing belief of his Righ | H not. ju sfore God. 
Mercy-Sear ſprinkled with his Blood affords Protetion from the Avenger to all relenting, 


The moſt. rigorous Penance will not | avail without mortifying the"Aﬀcction ko.S in: 
the moſt ſevere Diſcipline to the Body, .is but like a Mountebank's apy Flog ihe. Bee 
co the Weapon withour dreſſing the Wound, - that; cannot Work aſoubg Cure... ., :.., 

The difpenfing of the Treaſure of Merits to penitent Pay-Maſters,j and giving mence- 
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nary Bills of Exchange to receive Righteouſneſs from: others, is 1o ED wee and rran- 
ſparent a Fallacy, that were not the Minds of Men codigioul'y ſtupified, it is impoſ- 
ſible they ſhould believe ir will avail them hefore rhe FE: eat of. Cod. 11, 
Let our Prayers be'neyer ſo frequent and earneſt, they are of no preyalency with God 
whilſt the beloved Sin is -etaind ' The Condition PIs favourable Audience is ſer. 
down by Solomon in his Divine Prayer. at the Dedication of; the Temple ; What, rayer.of Kings 8, 38. 
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Supplication ſoever be made by any Man, or by all the People of 1rael, which ſhall Enow gUeLY 
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Man the Plague of his own Heart, and ſprea forth his hand to Heaven; then hear thou, in 
Heaven, and hearing forgive. If they hal be ſenſible of the Boſom-Sin, of its peſtilen- 
tial Malignity, and with repenting. Sorrow acknowledge and forſake it, they are 
prepared Objeds of Mercy. David ſaith, If 7 regard Iniquity in my Heart, the Lord 
will not hear my Prayer. God ſees through all the Diſguiſes o Hypocrites, and has a 
bright v6tbett inro the Heart, if any inſinuating Infirmity be chenſhd there, , it will _ 
make him averſe from our Perſons and Requeſts. ES I TOTES. - 0163 ALE: INONON 8 
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their guilry Gains. St. Auſtin obſerves thar ſome.ig his Sets 
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The ſure Trial of Uprightneſs. : 
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Pol. r25. 4. 


Sin: And when any Luſt is 


Nec bonus 


to the Command of our Saviour, Make your ſehves Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, 
that when ye fail they may receive you into everlaſting Habitations. This is to defile and 
debaſe the Name of the Righteous and Holy God, tis to make him altogether like to cor- 
rupt Men, as if he would be bribd to patronize their Wickedneſs. And in other 
Caſes, thus monſtrouſly Carnal Men bend the Rule of ReCtitude to rhe Obliquity of 
their Deſires. They are willing to deceive themſelves, and imagine that only Miniſters 
of a preciſer ſtrain will terrifie them with eternal Judgment for one retained Sin ; they 
defire and are apt to believe ſuch a Mercy, as will bring them to Heaven with their Sins 
in their Boſoms. But the Apoſtle warns us, Be not deceived, God is not mocked; as a 
Man ſows, ſo ſhall be reap. | 
There are fure and tender Mercies for the Upright ; but ſtri& and certain Juſtice for 
the Wicked. Sinccrity is ſo amiable and pleaſing in God's Eyes, that he graciouſly pat: 
ſes by many Infirmirics upon that account. Ir is ſaid of A4ſa, that his Heart was perfe# 
all his days, and notwithſtanding ſome groſs Faults, God accepted him. But when the 
Heart 1s corrupted by the Love of ſome pleaſant or profitable Sin, it renders a Perſon 
with the moſt ſpecious Services odious in God's ſight. In ſhort, indulged known Sins 
that Men habitually commir in hopes of an eaſie Abſolution, are not the Spots of God's 
Children. "Tis ſo direQly contrary to the Divine Nature, to that holy ingenuous Fear 
of offending our heavenly Father reſulting from it, that only the Wicked are capable of 
fuch a diſpoſition.  Preſumpruous Sins are a contumelious abuſe of Divine Mercy, and 
exaſperate that high and tender Arttribure to the confuſion of Sinners at the laſt. Do 
good, O Lord, unto thoſe that be good, and to them that are upright in Heart. As for ſuch 
as turn afide to their crooked Ways, the Lord ſhall lead them forth with the Workers of 
Tatquity. | 
: We may, by Divine Grace, ſubdue the ſtrongeſt Luſts, that from our Nature and 
Temper, or from Cuſtom, and the Inteteſts of the Carnal State have rule over us. The 
New Covenant aſſures Believers, that Sin ſhall not have Dominion over them, becauſe they 
are not under the Law but under Grace. The Law ſtrictly forbids Sin, but the Goſpel fur- 
niſhes with ſtrength to ſubdue it. 'Tis true, inherent Corruption has ſo 'deveſted Men 
of ſpiritual Strength, chat rag # cannot free themſelyes from the Power and InfeQion of 
any fomented by Temptations, and has' been frequently grati- 
fied, 'tis more hard to be ſubdued. | 
- The Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſonie, whoſe Eyes were full of Adultery, that could not ceaſe from 
Sin : They were in a ſtate of Carnality, and lovd to be ſo.. When Luſt is imperious, 
and the Will ſervile, Men cannot wean themſelyes from the poiſon'd Breaſts. This diſ- 
ability conſiſts in the depraved obſtinacy of the Will, that aggravares their Sin and Judg- 
ment. Yet ſo fooliſh are Sinners, as to uſe this Plea to make them excuſable for their ha- 
birual Luſts : Conſcience checks them, and ſome faintDefires they haveto avoid their Sins, 
but they cannot change their Natures. They colour Licentiouſneſs with the pretence of 
Neceſlity : they complain of their Chains, to let looſe the Reins of their exorbitant De- 
ſires in a courſe of Sin. But natural Corruption thar involves us under Guilt, cannot 
make us innocent. Tis true, if in our original Condition, the humane Will had been 
ſtamp'd by Fate with an unalterable inclination to Sin,we could not have been guilty : For 
if there be no Principles of Liberty, all the Names of Good and Evil are cancell'd, and all 


quiſq; nec ms- moral Means, InſtruQtions, Perſuaſions, Thereatnings, are bur loſt labour. In Brutes 


has dict debe- 


at. nec eſſe va. NETE are ſome natural Reſemblances of Vertue and Vice, yet not worthy of Reward or 
Jear, niſi vo- Puniſhment ; only ſo far as by Tmagination they are capabte-of Inſtruction and Diſci- 


lens, 


pline, and by coming near to Reaſon, have a litrle imitation of Liberty, - they are reward- 
ed or Panithed, Bur Man in the condition wherein he was ed had perfect free- 
dom, becoming the Dignity of the reaſonable Creature, and was enrich'd with all the 
Graces of which Original Righreouſneſs was compounded ; The harmonious Orders, 
and coherent Diſpoſitions of the Soul and Body qualified him for his Duty. But in the 
ſtate wherein his voluntary Sin has ſunk him, the Body is often diſtemper'd by the an- 
noyance of the Mind, and the Soul pays an unnatural and injurious Tribute to the vici- 
ous Appetites of the Body : And when Corruption is heightned by Cuſtom, and the na- 
tural Propenſity inflam'd by Temptations, any Luſt becomes more irreſiſtible ; So rhar 
SUDO . new Nature infpir'd from Above, they cannot reſcue-themſelves from the Bon- 
lage of Siri. | CS 7 

ow the tijoral Impotence in Men to yariquiſh theit Luſts, though it will be no Apo- 
logy at the Day of Judgment, yer ir will diſcourage ther from making reſiſtence : for 
who will artempt an impoTbllty » Deſpair of Succeſs relaxes the aQive Powers, cuts 
the Nerves of our Endeayours, and blunts the edge of Induſtry. 'Tis related of the 
Weſt-Indians, that upon the firſt Incurſion of the Spaniards into their Country, they 
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them to: be the Children 'of the Sun; inyultierable* and immor- 


| ral, But an Indian carrying a Spaniard over a River, reſolved ito 'try whether he' were | 

| mortal, and plungd him under Water fo-long till he was 'drown'd,' From thar Expeti- 

| menc they took. conrage, 'and reſolr'd-1o kill their Rnemiet wks evils capable of dying, 
and recover _— Jear - loſt by ſo ry a —_— - Thus Men will GW. In 


ramely yield to > their T yranny ; for ſeeing them clad' in Armour which od 
not pierce, they fancie 


ry a Sch Man, that: > nn | be as tow! Ti Eſtate is r: ras dab ve s 
others; that bis Aﬀection ſhall be Heavenly in the Affluence of the World; that rruſt | 
in God ſhall be his deareſt /Treaſure: :. Divine: Grace is a ſure Fountain of - Aſſiſt 
all thar ſincerely:ſeek it... 'Tis 'the Promiſe bf God, Epbri Tim we Jay, What have T4 to 
do any more with.1dols > The Idols: thar charm'd their Tiras ns; Thou 
with deep abhorrence. Our'Saviour curd: rhe Paral yrick $74 
Years had been.in a deſperate Caſe, incurable by natural dias 'An Einblenrof the 
'Eflicacy of.\ Divine «Grace in curing the moſt invererate Habits of Sin. "There are 
recorded ſomie'\eminent Inſtances of the Power of Grace In ng'the Nature of Men. . 
Nicodemas cameito.our Saviour coaceald,'ar firſt by Night, as being'aſham'd or aftaid of 
'Obſervation-.in the.-Day::'' But when he was born again by the renovation"'of the 
What an-admitable: change was wrought in him? with. q' holy hear of -AﬀeR 
-Fended our Saviour:when alive, 'inithe preſence of the Phariſees, 'his antiphteo 
placable Enemies: He broughricoſtly F eparations for his Funeral wheit dead : | 
two glorious EffeRts of his Valour, are jen py recorded by $5 Jobs Johi with this "Addirjon; This: 
that Nicodemus that came .\ts Jeſus: ion is mote: Uhporertiable thai 
Fear, yet even the Apoſtles. did not $ fuch Fidelity'and Fervency1 or the Honowr 
I of their Maſter. "Anathie Inſtr is ob Jay cha | the' Apo Mes Priſoners : *He 
was of a harſh;cruel:Temper,; a quality adherent to his Offie: ; bus C Grace fo intenerated 
and foftned his Hearr;; rhar be took them the) ſame" Hour of the Night, and waſhed their. 
| Stripes, Ads. 16. : 39. A viſible and ſudden-effe& of the Spirit of dy ak and res ind ..- 
| of a.found Mind, "Tis recorded: of many who uſed eurtous "Arts, {hey ter br rhetr Wa- / 
gical,;Books, yhough counted worth fifty thouſand Frahor of Sitver,' "and burh rh 
tily: grew the Word 'of God, and 2 web dd.  forres Sino naks 
ture,”.it may:harſubdued by « Hi frbs's gives: art honourable ony”®' 
Chriſtians to whopmwihe. uhe/ hes My Bens Chtlen ye af God, andl\ overcame. the 
evil One : For the-Sphrit that is: tht: you 6r greatdy thaw  Hhar "which fs bn ny brefygr ſ 
Holy Spirit, is:not lonly: greater in” than the r; 'bur' Rn fying ow 
Chriſtians is fuperior\:to: the-Evil Spirit; wich all his: Drain of Artiller 
Temprations.which the'World'atfords in his War. againſt our: PIR 


or | 


tage, not-only from'our- , bur our Pf Iey's We are th 
refiſt the Devil,” and\he mill flex froms us." Whit 'is obſervid. of the "Crocodile 
ble ro the great, Enemy of» of our: \Salvarion :- He'is rerrible- in his-; ; 


hearted, bur flies from'thafe who:are\warckful ro reſiſt this Temptations, .-i > 07> 
Poms excite Chriſtians eo : -make-iſerivusand' hr ec forthe ſbcun the x bn - 
oft _ ions, 'L:will-ſdle&t rwo K 4 tho reſtraj 
Luſt; that are the-irhoſt * 
T_ by namiral Temper was Qholerick, 
the mnt Reaſon, thar upon'i any vio 
placid and calm, his Voice more tem 
wiſe Counſel and Circumf pection, he obtain a: a = 


Pe over _ 
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The other is of young Scipio, the Roman General in Spain, who when a Virgin of 
exquiſite Beauty was preſented to him among other 4 cat, religiouſly abſtained from 
rouching her, and reſtor'd her to the Prince to whom ſhe was eſpous'd. How do ſuch 
Examples of the poor Pagans, who in the glimmerings of Nature expreſt ſuch Vertues, 
upbraid Chriſtians who are Servants to their Corruptions in the Light of Divine Reve- 
lation2 If by the practice of Philoſophy they kept themſelves from the Dominion of 
their Carnal Appetites, ſhall not Chriſtians by a ſupernatural Aid obtain-a clearer Victo- 
ry over them? | Sprs do Men pretend want of ſtrength to vanquiſh their ſtubborn Luſts ; 
or if they ſincerely ſeek for Divine Grace, and are faithful int the uſe of Means proper to 
that End, they ſhall obtain a bleſſed freedom from the Power of Sin. 
3. The ſubduing the ruling Luſt, will make the Vicory over other Sins more eaſy. 
Our Commiſſion againſt Sin,. is like rhar of Saul againſt the Amalekites, to deſtroy 
them all: if any one be ſpared, it will prove as faral to us as the Amalekire that diſpatch'd 
Saul, who ſuffer d him to live when the whole Lineage was doom'd to utter Exciſion. 
| Now amongſt the divers Luſts that war againſt the Soul, ſome are the Leaders that give 
vigour to the reſt, that recall them when withdrawn, * rally them when ſcattered; and 
renew the Fight againſtus. As the. Vertues of the ſandified Mind, fo the Paſſions of the 
carnal Appetite aſliſt one another: therefore when the corrupe Paſſion that was ſo dange- 
rouſly influential upon the reſt, is ſubdued by divine Grace, they neceſſarily decline, and 
are eaſily mortified, | ; 
The Temperamental Luſt is the Root from whence many others ſpring and ate fed, and 
the eradicating of that takes away the Strength: and Life of orhEr vicious Aﬀeions. 
The King of Syria commanded his Captains nor to fight inſt Small br Great, but only 
againſt the King of Zſrae/; and after he was ſlain, the ViRtory over his Army was pre- 
| Tently obrain'd. Let us dire our Zeal n_—_ the leading Luſt, forall the ſervile Luſts 
Jn mnoMithr- uſt fall and die with'it. When Mithrigates the King of Pontus, a fierce implacable 
a — Enemy of the Romans was kill d, their Joy was exuberant in. Sactifices and Feaſts, = 
raci flor. efteeming that an Army of Enemies were extinguiſh'd in his Dearth. 
Beſides, one Vidory inſpires Courage to atchieve another. When David was to cn- 
: Sam. 19.37. counter with Golzah, he derived Confidence: from his Experience; The. Lord that delivered 
me out of the Paw of the Lion, and out of the Paw of the Bear, he will deliver me out of 
the Hand of this Philiſtine. The viſible Expreſles of the Divine Power in conquering the 
Ik 5. s. former Enemies of the Church, were the ſupport of their Faith.: Awake, awake, O Arm of | 
the Lord, and put onftirength ; art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the Dragon, 
Pharaoh and the. Egyptian Army ? In our Spiritual Warfare, experience of the Divine 
Aſſiſtance is a Cordial that_-forrifies the Spirits: If the ſtrongeſt and fierceſt of our Cor- 
fuptions lie bleeding ready to. expire, we ſhall not fear the reſt. The fame Grace rhar 
£2» has fubdued the reigning Luſt, will make an impreſſion of Obedience upon other AﬀeRi- 
ons thar are leſs powerful in us. 4 aaths 


4 hy A 


2- Conſider. how dearly our: Sins coſt our Saviour, his Sacred Blood, to reconcile us 
to God, and to ſet us free from their Dominion. This is an Argument purely Evange- 
lical, and moſt worthy the Breaſt of a Chriſtian. He dearly purchas'd:a Title ro our 
Love, and the ſerious contemplation of his Paſſion, has an admirable efficacy' ro inſpire 
the Flame, and conſequently to make Sin odious, that muſt be expiared and purged 
away by ſuch bitter Sufferings., \Our Sins brought our Saviour to the: Croſs, and can 
we entertain them in our Hearts with the Crimſon Guilt-.thar cleayes 'ro them? Can | 
we live in the praQice of them, and crucify him afreſh? He came to redeem us from all | 
Tuiquity, and purify, us to bimfelf, E, angel People zealous £ good Works. How can we 
defer feat 'the End and diſparage-the efficacy of his Death?. How can we violate ſach dear 
Obligations? To cheriſh any Sin is the moſt ungracious and: unkind return ts his bleed- 
ng ying Love, whd. valued our Spiils more than his moſt'precious Life. - Were ir not 
viſible by daily Experience,--th#t; many are ſo prodigiouſly wicked, it would raiſe our 
wonder how it is poſſible, char any- Chriſtian ro-whom the Love of the Son of God. ia 
. dying for our Sins is revealed, ſhould indulge himſelf in ary Sin. If we did frequently 
and. ' with ſolemnity and ſeriouſneſs remember the Death of. our Saviour, and his bleſſed 
Intention in it, we ſhould find that change in-our Hearts in regard of our Sins, as: Amon 
did ir his AﬀeRions to his Siſter Tamar: His inceſtuous Love to her ar firſt was a ſecret 
Fire that conſum & him ; bur after he had diſhonour'd her, and polluted himſelf, his Ha- 
ted of her, was mote extream-than his Love before: Thus the Sins thar have been as 
near to: us: as Qur Boſoms, as pleaſant as our corrupt Inclinations, as famikar and intimate 
as Cuſtom, -that-haye deeply. defild our Souls, we ſhauld: with ſtronger dereſtation rcjeR 
thery, than eyer With delighe we commirred them. 4 | Eel. 
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The ſure Trial of Uprightmeſs. = _ ; "abs 


5. The bleſſed Reward of Uprightneſs i isa powerful Motive to excite:us.to cerfibuc 
ſelves from our Sins. The Firmament is not ſowed thicker with Stars; than the Scripture 
with precious Promiſes to the Upright. They have a peculiar ry in the Lovetof 
God that is the Fountain of Felicity : The Prayer of the Upright is his delight. "He's 7 '5- 10. 
moſt graciouſly rcady to ſupply all $4 Wants, fatisfy their Deſires, allay their Sor- 
rows, overcome their Fears. The Lord is a Sar medal Shield: © He will give Grace und Pal 3+ 
Glory, and no good thing will he withhold from thoſe that walk rightly. A compre e _ 

Promiſe of the Bleſſings of Time and Ererniry.. 
The higheſt Honour is the Reward of ſubduing our rebellious Luſts. Ze that is ir flow Prov. 16. 32. 
to Anger, is better than the Mighty: and he that ruleth his Spirit, than he that taketh a 
City. The Quality of the Enemy makes the Viftory more i uſtrious. Now the rebel- 
lious Paſſions that war againſt the Soul, are Enemies infinitely more dangerous than thoſe 
who deſtroy: the Bodies and Eſtates of Men. The Conqueſt of Armies and Cirties'is 
atchieved by Boldneſs and Strength, that are nbt the peculiar Excellencies of 'Manj'\for 
the Horſe and the Lion are ſuperior to him in thoſe reſpeQs: bur'the rediicing his unnily | 
Aﬀettions intv Holy Order, is the Effet of Divine Grace, wherein we reſemble 'God. 
© How many of the famous Heroes, in the World's account, were worſe than wild Beaſts: 
Enemies ro Humanity, that WIUAEE and barbarouſly ſpilt the Blood -of thouſands t6 
purple their uſurp'd Royalty? Bur in ſubduing theryrannous Paſſions of Luſt/and- Anger : 
under the Sovereignty of e renewed Mind, there is the liappy union of. Innocence and 
Vidory. 
There are degrees in he exaltation of the Saints, as the Paſſions cheie inward Enemies 
which they ſubdued, were more ſtubborn, and hardly to be overcome. In ſome: there 
is ſuch a concord of Humours, ſuch a placid mild Temper, that they enjoy a pacifick , 
poſſciſion of themſelves: But this 15 the Benefit of Nature, pou ber victorious Grace. Where ,; 
themed is lictle Reſiſtance, there is no Honour to overcomes: where there is:no maxter of Tri; 
Tace there is no-Glory i in triumphing. But when inthe natural Temper: ere ate 
ciration to fierce Anger and inordinate Luſt, and when thoſe Propeilſities- ace inflin'd * 
Temptations, if we ſubdue thoſe diſorderly and violent Paſſions, 
i Or ornry he -On the contrary, cheaper has rocks MAGI roche faſt of 1 Pet. 4 
the Carnal Appetites; is the Servant of Corruption : is ild-and debas'd in ſuch aiman; 
ner, that he is ſunk. beltiw che Beaſts that periſh: For what is baſer thah: I REIT SR 
_— the Sinner that obeys it? . 
Peace . and Joy that is the Rewand of Vidtory over otir Sins; &© © be rinder- 

ſtovd bur by Experience. What a ſavouir of Life is the Death of a reighing Sin? What 
an Angelical | Comfort was it to Foſeph and the bleſſed. Mother, of Chriſt, when the Advyict 
was brought from Heaven to fcc? in Egypt; Ariſe, for they are dead that fought the yo 
Child's Life> What Conſolation: does ix afford; when the:'Holy Spirit wicneſies 'w 
our Spirits, that the Enemy -in our Boſoms, hat fog the Life of Er; Sauls, 115-morti- . 
fied by Repentance? the Plalmilt tells us, 'Light is ſown for the Righteous, awed Foy: for Bb pot 57. 11. 
o ight in Heart. The preſet ſenſe of Gods. Favour,” and''the future Hope: of Glory, 

” abroad that bright ſereniry ir their Breaſts, that is-a refletion of Heaven. : i | 

In our Extremity, whe a __ and quiet Conſcience will be mofe valuable/than 
Crowns and Scepters, and ſolid Comfort more worth: than the :Wofld;:how: reftelhing 
will the inward Teſtimony be of- our Uprightneſs> When: Henebbal eat undet the iSeko 
rence of Death, and his Kingdem: could: afford: him; no;Coniforr, oe yi 'his $ot- : 
rows, Remember, 0 Lord, that T have wilt'd anos ns hp an: aft. 31) Phcis IG. 
O_ df ' Conſcience will calm our-Agpnics; 


this when -we' are ready: to die; owilk 009 ua ahat. ine rag rongmag roar ==" 
_ ſubſtantial Joys, : (how: Divine! ) the- one: fromthe; refteQion up6n-the paſt Life;:the 
other from the proſped of Erernal Life, are-the-bleſſei Rewaddiof: Upri - Trſhorr; 
the ſum of Felicity is xp y- affur'd ro-them t: TEETER chy. refeuc? 
where is fulneſs of Foy, an Pleaſure flom for ever os hg 55 4 _ 
6. Conſider che/woful Effects indulging the: Luſts;:- ghar b' Pleaſurd oe-Profit: bribes 
Men to give conſent to their Commiſſion. The:naked Lightiof overs|Sinjciand! 
makes it uneafy to Conſcience. but x ſtrahg Light arm'd: with: 'Tercvrs; theLavutbf God, 
with rhe Doom annex'd to the Precept 'rebellious Hines, makes it: fetrful. The 
Command is peremptory - and: univerſal, wich, reſpect 20 all. Temprations and Alture- 
ments to Sin, be they as dear and Difficult to-be-parted-with, as: her rc of right 
Hand, the moſt uſeful and. Inſtruments of Life; yer they abborrence: | 
be caſt from us, or the whole 'Manailt be eaſt inte: Hell Fire; mhert the: Worm dies math: Rs 
the Fire is not quenched. This'terrible Theeatning is ſadly ropeaced ”s our vi ug: rages 
times, to niake the more powerful imprefſion-upon Sinners: MiThce il 


k g 


| e is in travail, 
ſhe is delivered, ſhe remembreth no more the anguiſh, for joy that a Man is born into. the 
World : But a Sinner, after he hath brought forth his Sin with Pleaſure, is ſtruck with 
horror at 'the monſtrous Birth. When Conſcience is ſtrongly. awakend, it arraigns and 
condemns without partiality : The Sinner is the Executioner of the Sentence upon him- 
Felf, The Torment of the Spirit is inviſible to. others, and 'in that the liker Hell, and 
unavoidable. *Tis as the cruel practice of the Tyrant, related by the Poet, who faſten'd 
a dead Body and a Living together, that the Putrefaction and Stench of 'the one, might 
cauſe a lingring Death- in the other : this is a lictle reſemblance of rhe Effet of the guilry 
Conſcience charg'd with dead Works, and inſeparable from the Sinner, - All the Plea- 
ſures of the World cannot ſtupific: the Senſe, or mitigate the Torments of the wounded. 
Spirit. | theatres ; | ; FW 
” Inch approaches of Death, the Sins Men have indulgently committed, return to rhe 
Memory, and the ghaſtly Apparition ſtrikes them into conſternation : The Thoughts: 
are fearfully.transferr'd from the ſick Body ro the guilty Soul, from the conſideration of 
the firſt Dearh to.the ſecond, that immediately attends ic. In vain they deſire to live, 
for Time is irrevocably -''paſt, 'and the Scafon of Mercy expir'd : In vain they deſire to 
dic-entirely, :and pur an eridto their Miſery, for Immorrtaliry is the inſeparable bur fatal 
Privilege of their:Natute. Tf they-look 'upward, revenging Juſtice is ready to pals a 
heavy Doom ; if beneath, a fearful Depth is ready to ſwallow them up. Who can ex- 
preſs the Aponies and Throws:of rhe guilty Contcience, the diſmal Degrees of the tor- 
menting Paſſions:in the Wicked, under the apprehenſions of Erernal Judgment 2 Yer the 
' moſt fearful Apprehenſions are not commenſurate to the prepared Plagues by vindictive 
©. Juſtjce for impenitent. Sinners. .' Who-knows the Power of God's Wrath > The choſen Ex- 
; preſſons. in Scripture-to repreſent-it, will-be verified in higher degrees, than can be in- 
' lifted from the:moſt vehement and terrible' things in the World. Fire is ſo tormenting 
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'*  *_ $6+Senſe, tharmo'Man can endure the point'of the Flame of a Candle upon his Fleſh : 
___..._ #ho then can dwell with deoduring:Fire; and with everlaſting burning # 1 
: -7  *= Beſides, the Damned are not: only paſſive, bur active in their wretched State : There 
is-2Hell of :Rancor and Indignarion. wichin; and of Fire and Brimfione without them : 
Whar furious:RefleQions will:they-rhake upon their votary Madne(s,' that for the ſeem- 
ing Pleaſures of Sin that were bur for a ſeaſon, they ſhould continue their Rebellion a- 
gainſt: the -Qmnipotent Deicy,” and bring upd themſelves his | frerce: and unchangeable 
Diſpleaſure,:” This: infinicely ' apgravares their Miſery : 'Aﬀter a Million of Years, the 
intire'Sum remains that revenging Juſtice will exact for. ever. '. The Righreous Judge will 
neyer-ſo far be. reconciled. as to-annihilate-them; Perfetion-of Miſery ! Deſperate Sor- 
row:! A Life in:Torments that never dies; Death thar never ends. 
-.-Now:it is:impoſſible for:Men that have reaſonable Minds to:chooſe the Pleaſures of 
 Sih,*that arexlike-Bubbles vis the'Warter that preſently break and vaniſh, when attended | 
with Miſery that admits no-Eafe or.End Ts there any poſlible Compariſon between them 2 
The ſerious-bllicF of: Hell cannot conſiſt with the: knowledge and purpoſe of Sin, and 
the' delightful Practice /of it:r-Rirher: the-betief of ir will infuſe 'and impreſs ſuch effica- 
ceas-Verruernto! Mehs Minds that will reſtrain them :from'Sin, or the habirual courſe 
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of-Sin will extinguiſh: or erlipſe rhe'belicf of the Puniſhmenc. © '- | 
a0Tis:irecordial-:of Creſus, when 'purſfue@=by- the: Atmy 'of the Perfars, he filld 2 
_ © firdiphr Pe Gabwoen the Moumain& WithiBoughs'of Tteccs and et fire to them, and | 
hereby ſecurd!his'Recreat : Tf Men were-fo-Wile as toiſec the Fire 'of Hell berween the 
Tettiptations vfrSin-dad their: AﬀeRions; it would! be n fare-defence from their Spiritual 
Enemies.i :Bur the Scene" of Tormencs: ed for unref6tm'd Sinners, is little: under- 
!lood!and lef$-believed by»Men' whilt' they: arvvin, Proſperity : Tho the Saviour of the 
World has in greae: Mercy reveaJed them in-ſuch Exprifiions, as may terrific even ſecure 
arnaliſts, that only live to Senſe; Irtfideliry ies: Ar the-borrom, aud! renders. the moſt 
terrible Truchs ineff:Qa dale in the Tempers of Men, they ate not 
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the Application of it to themſelves, and will acknowledge the Obligation of it in the 
celletdl and with reſpe& to others. Now the Law of God written in Man's Heart ne- 
ceſlarily infers z-Judgment upon rhe Tranſgreſſors of it, and the Judgment includes, a 
Puniſhment becoming the Majeſty of the Lawgiver that ordains it, and the extent of his 
Power that executes it. Divine Revelation makes this Truth much more clear and cer- 
tain, The Apoſtle tells us, If we live after the Fleſh, we ſhall die : And will God ceaſc 
ro be holy, and juſt, and true, that impenitent Sinners may eſcape Puniſhment? | _ 
\ But there are ſome poiſonous Principles infus'd into the Hearts of Men, that encou- 
rage them in their Sins, notwithſtanding rheit Aſſent to the Doctrine of a' future Judg- 
meat. | 

Some cannot perſwade themſelves, that God will be fo ſtrict and ſevere, that for a 


ſingle forbidden Pleaſure, when they reſpect other Commands of his Law, he will con-- 


demn them for eyer. The ſecret Preſumption that one Tranſgreſſion will not provoke 
their Judge to extream Wrath, hardens them in a ſinful courſe. Bur'St. Fames declares, 
He that offends in one Point is guilty of all. One known allowed Sin that a Man habi- 


rually commits, involves him ia the Guilt of Rebellion againſt the Divine Authority that 


made the Law. It was obſerv'd before, Herod did ſome things according ro John's Di- 
vine Inſtructions, but he would not part with ZHerodias, and that one Sin denominated 
him wicked. Many are like him, they obſerve ſome Rules of Religion, Pere ſome 

eaſant to the 
Taſte of their Temper, that they will not relinquiſh, and without any Promiſe, nay 
againſt the Threatnings of God, they believe he will be merciful ro them notwithiſtand- 
ing their Wickedneſs. This Preſumption is an unnatural abuſe of God's Mercy. This 
exaſperates that high and tender Attribute : For what can be more provoking than ro 


imagine that the Divine Mercy ſhould encourage Sin, and prote& unreform'd Sinners 


from the Arreſts of Vindictive Juſtice 2 _ Gp | | ng 

The Blood that. Ahab ſpard in Benhadad induc'd a deadly Guilt, as that he ſpilt of 
appointed to Deſtruftion, thy Life ſhall go for his Life : The Application is ecaſfie, to ſpare 
x Life of Sin will ol the fs of + Sinner. One Luſt thar adhering Cuſtoin, Or 
the cloſer Nature, or any carnal Intereſt ſo endears ro Men, that they do not ſincerely 
defire and endeavour tro mortifie and forſake, will be fatal to rhem for ever, - 

Some habitual Sinnets when terrified with the AppeOFalnD of future Judgmehit, (for 
God ſometimes thunders in the Conſcience as well as in the Air) endeayour to quiet 
their Fears by preſuming that the Death of Chriſt will reconcile offended Juſtice, and his 
Blood cleanſe them from all Sin. . They will lean upon. the Croſs to ſave them from 
falling into the bottomleſs Pit, but not crucifie ohe Luſt on it. The Vanity of this has 
been ſhewed before : I ſhall only add, thar tis moſt opprobrious ro the Son of God, and 
moſt deſtructive to Sinners ; for tis to make him the Miniſter of Sin, as if he came into 
the World to compoſe a Church of rotten and corrupt Members, and unite it to him- 
ſelf: Such a Myſtical Body. would be more monſtrous than Netuchadnezzar's Image, of 
which the Head was Gold, and Feet were Miry Clay. And this will be moſt deſtruQtive 
to their Jouls ; for by turning the Remedy of Sin into an occaſion of ſinning, they de- 


by it for true Believers. For an unreformed Sinner ro oppoſe the Blood of Chriſt' to 
the Fears of Damnation, renders his Condition deſperate. . 
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rive a Woful Guilt from the Death of Chriſt inſtead of the precious Benefits purchaſed 


The moſt who continue in a finful courſe,. firive ro elude the Whrnings 6f Conſci- 
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ence, by reſolving that after the Seaſon of finning is paſt, they will reform, and apply 


| themſelvss to ſeek the Favour and Grace of God. , Bur how hazardous, how incongru- 


ous is the delay of ſerious Repentance 2 How hazatdous 2 'The Lives of Sitiners ate for- 
feited in Law, their time is a Repricve depending meerly upon the Fivoir of the Judge, 
how can they have a Warrant for 4 Day 2 But they are young, and ſtrong, and think the. 
Day of Death and their laſt. Account to be at a great diſtante. Vain Security! as if 
Death were not in every place, and every hour, as near Rebellious Sinners as their Sins 
that deſerve it : If thou doeſt Evi gs God to Cain, Sin 7s at the Door. . Damnation is 
ready to tread upon the Heels of Sinners, and if Divine Clemency atid Patience did, 
not interpoſe, Fould immediately, ſeize upon them. God ſometimes ſhoots from the 
Clouds, and breaks the ſtrongeſt Buildings into Ruins : Ir is not the Error of his Hand, 
bur his Piry, that impenitent Sinners eſcape his viſible Vengeatice. But who can aſſure 
them of future time ? Re re 48 - at ES 

Beſides, ſuppoſe that Sinners who hate to be reform'd whilſt preſent Temptations are 
ſo inviting, had a Leaſe of Time, can they command the' Grace of God } They now 
ſuppreſs the Motions of the Spirit; and in effect ſay to kim, as Felix to S. Paul, _ 
mg 
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incorruptible Fuſtice, and inviolable Truth. The Mercy of God that will juſtifie all un- 
rapoas 2 repenting believing Sinners for Chriſt's ſake, will juſtifie God in the condemn- 
ing wilful obſtinate Sinners, who render themſelves eternally unworthy of ir. 

To conclude the Motives ; if we deſire the Favour of God thar is better than Life, if 
we fear his Wrath that is worſe than Death, if we would obtain Heaven, or eſcape Hell, 
let us mortific our reſpective Sins. | BEE 

I ſhall now propound the Means that are requiſite for the preſerving us from our ſpe- 
cial Sins. Tf the following Rules ſeem harſh and diſtaſteful ro the Carnal Mind, it is 
to be conſidered, that Medicines for the Recovery and Preſervation of Health, are not 
{ſweet Meats of a pleaſant Reliſh. 

1. In order to the keeping our ſelves pure and upright, we muſt be inquiſitive to un- 
derſtand intimately and diſtinly what are the Sins to which we are moſt liable : For 
he that doth not know what he ſhould fear, is careleſs, and ſecure, eaſily diſorder d and 
vanquiſh'd by a Temptation. Some Luſts are open and notorious in the groſs Commil- 

_........ jon: Others lic deep and are-of a harder Diſcloſure. Ignorance is the ſtrong defence 
of Sin; it begins in inward Darkneſs: rhe Captive is kept ſecurely in the Dungeon. | 

The Underſtanding dires the Will, the Will commands the Pradtice : if the Sin be un- | 
diſcovered, we are not acquainted with' our danger, and ſhall not avoid it. A principal 

part of our Knowledge is terminated upon' our ſelves : what is the weakeſt part with re- 

ſpect to our Natures, Minds, and Aﬀections : Otherwiſe not provided of Defence, we 

ſhall be overcome withotit Reſiſtance. . — 2) | 

Now by applying the Rules that have” been largely inſiſted on in explicating the : 
DoQtrinal Point, we may underſtand our peculiar Sins. If we confider our Conſlituti- 
on, we may know what Sins are ſuitable to our Tempers. Our frequent Lapſes are a 
ſenſible Diſcovery how the weight of Nature inclines us. The reflecting upon the ſeye- 
ral Ages of Life, and our Conditions in the World, will be an Indication what Sins in- 
danger our Souls : The Young are ſtrongly diſpos'd to Pleaſures, the Old ro Avarice, 
the Healthful and'Proſperous to Intemperance in the uſe of Worldly Things, the Sick 
and Afﬀlicted to Impatience, the Rich to Security, the Poor to Envy. y | | 

. When the ſpecial Sin is found ſtrip'd off its flattering Colours, deveſt it of its alluring | 
* Dreſs, that it may appear in its ul Deformity, and kindle an Averſation in our Breaſts 1 
againſt it. The correQting vicious Errors begins in the'inlightned Mind, that diſcovers 
Ec bocipſum them, and our proneneſs to them. And ſince we are ſo aptto diſguiſe our darling Sins, and | 
Pp: melius £0 be partial to our ſelyes, let us with the Pſalmiſt, pray to the Father of Lights, Thar he 
rranflari ani» would ſcarch us, and try us, and ſee whether there be any way of Wickedneſs in us, to diſco- 
> * = ad. ver it to us by the Light of his Word, and cover it with his pardoning Mercy, and lead us 

buc ignorabat 7/8 the Ji everlaſtin : | | 
Baill 36 2, Diligent Warchfulneſs and CircumſpeCtion is an effetual Mcans to keep our ſelves I 
' © from the Sins that eaſily encompaſs us, This implies Prudence to diſcover dangers, and | 
the exerciſe of the Spiritual Powers to prevent and reſiſt them. Watchfulneſs is a uni- 
verſal Duty of conſtant Reyolution : There are reſpective Dutics that belong to Perſons 
according to their Relations, and ſeveral Conditions: There are Nuties of ſtared Times 
and Seaſons : Bur the Duty of Watchfulnefs to prevent Sin, extends t6, all in this frail 
State, according to our Saviour's Command to his Diſciples, What 1 ſay unto you, 7 ſay 
wnto all, Watch : And at all times; for tho' we are not always ingaged in actual Fight, 
we are always in the Field, liable to manifold Temptations, tliat are ready to ſurprize 
us upon careleſs neglect of our Dury, Habitual Grace it it be not drawn forth into 

Exerciſe by conſtant Watchfulneſs, cannot fortific us againſt Sin. | 
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and fortified with the ſtrongeſt defence: for the moſt frequentand 
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A Saint that is humble and watchful, preſerves himſelf from the Power and:InfeQion 
of Sin, that another who in degrees of Grace excels him, bur relaxes his Watch,, is {ad- - 
ly foiled by. Joſeph, a young Man, by Vigilance, and avoiding. the Temptation, kept 
himſelf untainted from the impure Solicitations of his Miſtreſs: David, tho' of great Ex- 
perience in Religion, andof eminent Holineſs, yet when he intermitred his Watch, how 
ſuddenly was he ſurpriz'd 2 From a careleſs Glance, Curioſity paſt into Complacence; 
Complacence into Luſt, Luſt into Adultery, and is an eternal Example to excite our Fear 
and Caution. If there be not a continued Diligence, tlie ſame holy Perſon that with De- 
fiance and Indignation has reſiſted the Temprer at ſome times, has been vanquiſh'd at 
other times. Lot was Righteous in Sodom, but how foully and wofully he fell in the - 
Mountain 2 , | re | of Cog TE a yog 
. Now our chief care muſt be dire&ted to avoid our ſpecial Sins. Tis a Fundamental 
Rule in the Chriſtian Life, that our weakeſt part is to be guarded with molt Jealouſy, 
Jn ng Aſfaults are, _ 
on the ſide that is moſt open to ſurprize. The ſubtile Tempter addreſles his Inſinuations Fa waxime - 
in compliance to our Aﬀections: he knew the ſoftneſs of 4damtowards -his Wife, and quilq; petitur, 


1 


+, 


choſe her to be the inſtrument of perſuading him to eat the forbidden Fruit. Every one A 
has a carnal part, that like Eve the Mother of our Muleries, is-prevalent to corrupt us, , 


4 


Lenec, 


and accordingly he ſuits his Temptations. "T'was the crafty Counſel of Balaqm to Balac, Namb. 31.16. 
not to encounter the Iſraelites with armed Souldiers, bur with the Allurements of Wo- 


men, by whom they were corrupted and ſeduced ro impurity and Tdolatry ; and there- 


by provok'd God's Wrath, and were deveſted of his ProteQion. When Ulyſſes was em- 

ployed. to diſcoyer Achilles, who was conceald in the Habit of a VirginSmongſt the . . - .. 
Maids of Honour, he carry'd a * pack of Toys, and a Lance: and whilſt the Women Arma ego fe- 
were looking upon the Ribbons, and Lace, and Glaſſes, Achilles takes up the Lance, Mines an - | 
that was ſuitable to his Martial Spirit, and ſo was diſcovered, and drawn to the Trojan virilemMerci- 


War, that proy'd fatal to him. Thus the Tempter is obſervant of our Inclinations : he Þ» infervi. - 


will interpret a Bluſh, a Glance, a Smile, a diſcontented Geſture, any ſigns of our Aﬀe- OO: 


tions, and by proper Motives excites the deſiring and angry Appeiics, and is uſually 
ſucceſsful. His 7 + Ems is chiefly from our Security.. Tis eafie to ſurprize a ſuſpe&- ;, _. 
leſs Enemy. St. Peter ſtraitly warns us, Be ſober, be vigilant ; becauſe your Adverſary 1 Pet. s. 8. 
the Devil, as a roaring Lion, walketh about, ſeeking whom he may devour. His Diligence 
is equal to his Malice. If we are not wiſe and watchful, we ſhall fall into his Snates; 
There is a fearful Inſtance of it in Adam, who loſt the Image and Favour of God in an 
Hour, that his Poſteriry cannot recover to all 5 ;. yet there was no Corruption in his 
Nature, he was furniſh'd with ſufficent Grace : he might eaſily have repell'd the Motion 
to the Confuſion of the Tempter ; but through Careleſneſs he negleQed his Duty to the 
Eternal Law-giver, lighted the double Death, that of the Soul and the Body; that was 
threatned to deter him from Sin, and Innocence did not preſerve him from Seductioy: 
What Reaſon is there to make us watchful, both againſt our Spiritual Enemies, and our 
own Drowlſineſs, leſt Security ſteal upon us without Obſervation ? for our. Hearts are as # 
ready to fin as Satan is to tempt : beſides the Impreſſion from tempting Obyedts withour 
us, there is treacherous Danger within : Our prime Care muſt be to keep a ſevete' Com- 
mand over our Minds and Hearts, to prevent the entrance of Sin. The Carnal; Appetite 
allures the Will to conſent to the aftual Commiſſion, by the Mediation of the Mind that 
repreſents the Pleaſures and Profits of Sin.. Therefore Conſcience muſt be a vigilant Sen- 
tinel to prevent, as far as is poſſible, the firſt ſpringing Thoughts, the firſt Riſings of the 
ſinful AﬀeRions. Sinful Thoughts and Deſires are poſſible Acts, and are more odious to 
God than the groſs Commiſſion is to Men. The pernicious Inſpirations of the Temprer 
are gradual : as one that kindles a Fire with a ſmall Breath, cheriſhes the faint, Sparks till 
raisd into a Flame ; ſo warm Deſires are cheriſh'd by the Thoughts; till they break forth 
into a wilder Flame. Thiis i$ the moſt difficult part of our Duty ; we niay more eaſily 
decline Temprations from without, than keep a conſtant Guard within. Bur thereis.,no . ... 
" excuſe for the neglect of this Duty, the Conſequence being of no leſs Moment, than * Mults ſunt 
Salvation. We are commanded to keep the Heart with all diligence, for out of it are the Ij- ric vor 
Jues of Life, and of Death alſo. As the elective Faculty is inclin'd and determin'd, ſuch 7 quidem nal- 
will be the quality of our Adions, either Holy and Good, or Vicious and Evil, and ſuch oct pag - 
Will bethe Reward in the next State, *'Tis true, it is morally impoſſible for even the beſt ybi ge fauce 

etito be ſoexat in their Watch, but vain Thoughts may ſuddenly ſpring into the Mind, certazur. | 
and irideliberate Motions may tiſe in the Will, (which ſhould be matter of Sorrow): bur — 74: 
We may ſuppreſs thoſe beginnings of Sin, and prevent the moroſe Thongs he muſings 
of the Mind upon the Pleaſure or Profit, that makes the Temptation ſo ſtrong as to oyer- 
come us. Tf 4 Watch be ſer at rhe Gates _ + a to prevent any ar wet 
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infected Places, tho' tis not 2p to exclude Peſtilential Vapours that mix with the 
* Air, and fly NY about, yer the Perſons and Goods that come from infe&ted 
Places may be excluded,” 4 Child of God keeps himſelf, that the wicked One touches him 
wot ; that is, receives noYefiling Impreſſions, by yielding to his Suggeſtions. * | 
Our next care muſt b&to avoid the outward Temptations, that. are apr to excite thoſe 
Ecipiune on- Luſts that are moſt naturalto us. The Arr of our Spiritual Enemy is to make uſe of Ob- 
nes znimo ſine jects without, to entice the Aﬀetions within us. The World affords variety of Tempta- ; 
Moog gy tions, thatrhrough the Senſes pierce the Heart and wound the Spirit. Tis therefore our 
cundi canſa Duty and Safety, with the ſirifteſt Caution, to guard our Senſes. The moſt make no | 
cibaſq; mali. ther uſe of their Senſes than the Brutes ; it were well they made no worſe. The Ads | 
Ovie: of the Underſtanding are immanent and inviſible, rhe Aﬀe@tions mix with ſenſible Objects, 
and are aQuated with Heat and Motion from them. For this Reaſon Holy Men have 
been ſo careful to lay a reſtraint upon the Senſes. Job made a Covenant with his Eyes, 
not to look upon a Maid. David prays, Turn away mine Eyes from beholding Vanity. When 
Solomon had ſo earneſtly preſs'd the Divine Counſel zo keep the heart with diligence, he an- 
nexes moſt fitly for that end ; put away from thee a froward Mouth, and perverſe Lips put 
far from thee + Let thy Eyes look right on, and let thy Eye-lids look ſtrait before thee. Pon- 
der the Path of thy Feet, and let all thy Ways be eſtabliſhd : Turn not th the Right Handor 
the Left ; remove thy Foot from Evil. The ſum of which Counfel is, that we ſhould ſs 
exactly guard our ſenſitive Faculties, fo order our Words, our Looks, our Ways, as to 
preſerve our ſelves from every evil thing. Our great Security is in flying from Temprta- 
tions. Lot, was ſtrictly commanded mot to look back on Sodom : His Wife, by caſting 4 
lingring EYE towards it, was turned into a Pillar of Salt, to ſeaſon the World by her Ex- 
ample, to beware of the occaftons of Sin. | | 
Tis extream Folly to entet into Temptation : for as near as the melting of Wax is 
when 'tis near theFlame, ſo are the Carnal AﬀeCtions of being enticed, and the Will of 
conſenting when near enflaming Obje&ts. Our ſad Experience may inſtru us, how 
| prone our Heatts are to yield to inviting Occaſions of Sin, and how often we have been 
P:ov.1. 17. foil d by venturing into the Confines of Temptation. Solomon obſerves, Surely inwain is 
the Net ſpread in fight of any Bird. If the Toils be never ſo craftily laid, and the Bait 
be very enticing, yet a ſilly Bird has that Foreſight and Caution, that it will not be tempr- 
ed to run into the Net, but fly from the preſent Danger. What unaccountable Folly is it _ 
in Men, tho' the Temptations of Sin are never fo alluring to the Carnal Appetites, not | 
to make uſe of the Eye and Wing, to fear and fly from the Intanglements of Iniquity. 
Beſides, we forfeit the Divine Aſſiſtance, by entertaining the Temptations of Sin. The 
Promiſe of preſerving Grace is tous while we are faithful ro God : Fe will keep us in all 
our Ways, Whilſt we afe conſtant in owur Dury, otherwiſe we cannot depend upon his gra- 
cious Preſence and Aſſiſtance. If a Soldier be commanded by a General to fight a Ducl 
with an Enemy, he will arm him with Armour of Proof, and ſecure him from Treachery : 
bur if one from Vain-Glory, from Rage or Revenge, againſt the Command of his Supe- 
rior ſhall ingage in a Duel, he fights with great Hazard, and if he conquers, is puniſh'd for 
his Diſobedierice. Thus if in the regular Courſe of our Lives, the Divine Providence 
ſo orders Things, that Temptations approach us, upon our earneſt and conſtant Prayer, 
we ſhall be furniſhd with zhe Armour of God, the Shield of Faith, the Sword of the Spi- 
rit, the Helmet of Salvation. But if we run into Temptations, we provoke him to de- 
ſert us ; arid if we are not overcome by them, yet for our tranſpreſſing his Holy Com- 
mand, we ate liable to his Diſpleaſure. Eo | hs 
Confitming Grace is a continual Emanation from the Holy Spirit, without which we 
ſhall fall every Hour. *Tis therefore extreamly hazardous to venture into Temptations : 
for the cortupt Nature that with Weight and Violence inclines us to ſin, is within, and ſu- 
pernatural Strength to controul the combin'd Efficacy of the Inclination, and the Occaſi- 
ſion is from Above, whichis juſtly withdrawn when we grieve 7c my Spirit, by con- 
yerſing with the Temptations of Sin. The Fear of the Lord is clean, eftectively, as it in- 
duces an Holy Caution and CircumſpeCtion to preſerve our ſelves from the defiling, cap- 
tivating Snares of Sin. *Tis a Petition more neceſſary than that for our daily Bread ; 
Lead us not into Temptation : Conſidering our inſeparable Frailty, and thie Arts of our 
Spiritual Enemies to take every Adyantage over us, WE ſhould with all poſſible Ardency 
of AfﬀeRion pray, that we be nor expos'd to Temptations, or hor vanquiſh'd by them : | 
bur if we raſhly expoſe our ſelves, our Prayers will be an Indidtment againſt us, and / 
we ſhall fall under Condemnation. JHA I | 
3. Serious Reſolutions, and ſolemn Ingagements, are of excellent Efficacy to bind 
our deceitful Hearrs from yielding to Sin. In the Chriſtian Life a general Reſolution 1s 
abſolutely neceſſary, of being faithful ro God, never to have Correſpondence with his | 
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Enemies, but always to cleave to our Duty, notwithſtanding all the Allurements or Ter- 
'rors of the World to ſupplant our Integrity, and ſurpriſe qur Conſtancy. David tells us, 
Thave ſworn and will perform it, that 1 will keep thy righteogs Tudgments. The Divine pal. r:y 106. 
' Law binds us antecedently to our conſent, but having taken the- Oath .of Fideliry to 
God, there is ſuperinduced a new Obligation to faſten us to. hig'Sefvice. Afcer this, to 
rcyolt from our Duty, is Rebellion heightned with the *Guilr®Sf Perfidiouſneſs. Be- 
ſides, ſolemn Engagements againſt particular Sins ar& neceffary : Ephraim ſhall ſay , 
What have I to do any more with Tdols > He had been inchanted with the love of Idols, 
which he renounces with Indignation. A praftical Decrec, a ſteadfait Reſolution to for- 
| ſake our Sin, will produce a diligent uſe of Means iq-order to that End. | : 
; In reſolving againſt Sin, we muſt depend upon the preſent and perpetual Aſſiſtance of” 
the Divine Grace, without which our Reſolutions will neither be ſincere nor effeual. 
Carnal Mcn under Judgments, do often relent and reſolve againſt their Sins ; from the 
conyinced, Mind, tranſient Wiſhes, and floating Purpoſes of Reformation ariſe : but till 
the Heart be renewed by Divine Grace, the will is incompleat: Thereare ſecret and ſome- 
times undiſcern'd Aﬀections to Sin, that by new Temprations are drawn forth arid betray 
them to Satan. "Tis a charge againſt the Hypocrites in the Prophecy of Foſea;- They were 
like a deceitful Bow, thar being ill made, or ill bent, never ſent- the Arrow, dire&tly ro 
' the Mark: ſometimes after the Carnal Faculties have been ſared with the groſs Friitio 
Men renounce their Sins, and promiſe they will never- return more to Folly : but thoſe Re- 
ſolutions are as inſufficient to fortifie them againſt the new Incurſion of rempting Objects, 
| as a Wall of Glaſs to reſiſt the Battery of Cannon 3 for there is no permanent over-ru- 
ling Principle in the Heart, that makes the Reſolution ſteadfaſt againſt Sin. Bur ſuppoſe 
the Reſolutions be ſincere, and proceed from a full bent of the Heart againſt Sin, yer if 
Divine Grace do not ratifie them, a ſtrong Temptation will break rhem, as a guſt of 
Wind breaks the Strings of a Cobweb. St. Peter conſulting his Aﬀection, not his 
Strength, preſumptuouiſly ingag'd to his Maſter, Though all Men forſake thee, I will not 
forſake thee : but in the time of Trial, ſurpriz'd with ſo ſtrong a fear, that precluded ſeri- 
ous RecolleQion, and diſtrated his Mind From the deliberate comparing of the evil of 
Sin with the inſtant Danger, he moſt unwerthily deny'd his Maſter, and is a ſad Inftanes 
bow weak and wavering the beſt Men are, without the continual Influences, of the Holy 
Spirit to determine their Wills, and makerheth with unfainting Courage perſevere in their 
| There is a vaſt difference between the ſight of a Storm at Sea, and a Ship in. violent 
| Agitation by the Winds ard Waves, and the miſerable Paſſengers with pale afftighted 
Countenances, expeQting preſent Death, in a lively Picture ; and being iti a real Ship, in 
the midſt of a real Tempeſt, and in real Danger of being ſwallowed up by the Ocean. 
The ſight of ſuch a SpeRacle without fear, is but painted Courage, as the ObyeR is up- 
on which 'tis exercisd : if one ſhoultl preſume thar his Heart were impenetrable to. Fear, 
becauſe he ſees the Repreſentation of extream Danger withour Fear, ir were egregious 
Folly, and would be ſoon confuted if he were aftually in extream Dangerof periſhingin 
the raging Seaz Thus there is a great Difference between Temptations repreſented in.our 
Thoughts, and when immediately and really before us : and between religious Reſolurt- 
ons when Temptations are at a Diſtance, and when actually incumbent on us; .There 
may be ſuch Reſolutions conceiv'd:inthe Mind in the Abſence of Temptations, that we - 
may think.our ſelves guarded fafely againſt our Sins ; and yer at the firſt encounter of 4 
ſirvng Temptation, our Reſolutions may cool and faint, and our Vows of Obedience 
may vaniſh as the morning Dew before the heat of the Sun : Thereis ſuch a Leviry. and Fea+ 
therineſs in eur Minds, fuch a Mutability and Inconſtancy in, our Hearts. Therefore 
the Scripture doth ſo frequently incujcate the Duty of continual. Truſt in God, .re aſſiſt 
- us by his Strength to overcome our Spiritual Enemies: Divine Grace raiſes our Thoughts 
inco ſtedfaſt Reſolutions againſt Sin, turns our Reſolutions into. holy Actions, our Ai- 
ons into permanent Habits. , God works in us, fo will andto do of his good Pleaſure. . 
- 4. If upon intermitting our Watch, we fall into tlie Sin that, we are prone to, ſpee- 
dy and decp Repentance is neceſſary to recover the:Fayour of God, and to preſerve us 
for the future againſt it. Sins of Relapſe more. eaſily prevail than in the firft Temprati- | 
on ; becauſe the Tenderneſs and ReluQancy of Conſcience is leſſened by the Commitlt- 
on of Sin : they ate more pernicious to the Soul, , for beſides the inhancing of Guilt, 
the unclean Spirit returns with more inſperiouſnefs from Indignation that he was expel[d. 
If, we have been effeQually rempred to Sin, let us preſently rata ir by Repentance : 
There will.be a Suſpenſion of. God's Favout, whilſt we continue without .a due ſenſe of 
our Sin ; Let xot the Sungo down upon God's Wrath,bur with Praytrs and Tears ſue our his 
parloning Mercy. The negle& of profes Teponeance is a ſtep rofinalTmpenitence, thar 
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Omnia vitia is unpardonablec. Who can tell the degrees of Danger 1n continuing in Sin a Day » 
penitus 1 How many have ben cut off in their carly Sins, and loſt their Time, and Hopes, and 
nn, gy Souls for ever 2 But that which more ſpecially belongs to the preſent Matter, is this, by 
preſſe fit: tho neglect of ſpeedy Repentance, Sin is more difhicultly retracted. By continuance in 
dmg moe Sin, 'the Heart is more unwilling and unable ro mortifie at. The Habits of the Mind 
rata pugnan- differ from the Habits of the Body : theſe wear out by continuance, the others are more 
_ dumell: 7 firm and powerful : they are ſecond Inclinations, and as violent as the firſt thar are deep- 
niras facilior ly {et in corrupt Nature. The healing a freſh Wound is much more cafe than an inve- 
eſt dvm aha rate Ulcer : the healing the Soul, and renewing ir by Repentance, is much more eaſic 
going me and ſafe, MESEF after the wounding it by Sin, than after continuance under the pow- 
rupta in _ma- er and infection of Sin. Tg, 
Jum ulus ©. A deep Heart-breaking Sorrow will prevent relapſes into Sin. . When Conſcience. re- 
ficitius curan- preſents our Siri in its killing Circumſtances, as committed againſt the Knowledge of the 
= d Divine Law, and our Vows of Obedierice, againſt the render Mercics, and dreadful 

mY Juſtice of God : thar for the low and deſpicable Satisfaction of the ſenſual part, we have 

made our ſelves unholy and unhappy : From hence the Soul is ſtruck with. a Sorrow ſo 
pungent,. that the Loye of Pleaſure is mortified, and the ſweeteſt Sin is imbitterd. The 
remembrance of 'thar perplexing anguiſh will heighten the Averſation and. Reſolution a- 
againft Sin : The Soul will fly with horror the Occaſions of offending God, and recoil at 
the firſt glance of that Sin thar coſt it, ſo dear, and which if entertain'd, will renew its 
Agonies. As one that narrowly eſcapes from being conſum'd by Fire, retains ſo ſtrong 
an:Impreſlion of the Terror, that makes him always circumſpeCt to avoid the like dan- 
ger: David's broken Bones made him underſtand what a fearful Sin Adultery 'was, and 
cautious ever after. Burt a ſlight Confeſſion, a ſuperficial Sorrow, a few ſad Thoughts 
and. Tears, are ſoon forgot : when the Sinner preſumes by a ſlight Repentance to obtain: 
\ Reconciliation with God, he is-ready to anſwer the next Temptation, and return to 
-.-5. Fervent'and conſtant Prayer for the renewing Grace of God, is indiſpenſably neceſ-. 
fary. to preſerve tis” from our Sins. - -Tis 'by- the Spirit of Holineſs that we mortifie the 
Deetls of the Body : that we put off the old Man, and put on the zew. SanAtifying Grace a 
mtroduces a- new'Nature, the Prolifick and Produgtive Principle of a new Life: it turns 
the.current 'of the-AﬀeRiois from Sin'to Holineſs. *This-is as' aſtoniſhing as rhe- mira- 
culous motion of the Shadow upon Ahaz Dial, that went ten degrees backward. VUrite- 
generare Morality may lop the Branches, reſtrain from the groſs Acts, but ſan&ifying 
Grace ſtrikes at rhe root of Sin, . the inward Afieftion. There areſome Medicines thar 
willſtop' the. fits of rhe Falling-ſickneſs/for a time, bur 'not expellitig 'the Cauſe, rhe 
Diſeaſe invades Nature again: 'So moral-Counſels, and.-politick Reſpcs; may ſtop the 
breaking forth 'of the Luſts of the Fleſh; but the inward: Aﬀe@ion of 'Sin remaining 
will make us*apt:to'fall by the Commiſſion of ir. SanQifying Grace makes an inward 
univerſal Change'in'the Soul :' He that was unclean in his Thoughts and Defires, bythe 
- transforming Power of the Spirit, '/oves Pureneſs of Heart, delights in it, -and has a fixed 
Hatred againſt any thing that defiles : The Soul that cleques to the Duſt, and purſues the 
Acquiſition'of carthly Things as his Treaſure; being refined-and elevated by Grace, ſecks | 
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chethings ahove, with vigorous Endeayours. ' ' ©. '( + © Bans þ il), 
Pars fanitatis ©I1 this the Diſeaſes of the: Body. differ : from thoſe of the: Mind :'the firſt,” notwith? 
ow _ , ftaning the moſt earneſt deſire: of Cures; may'be incurable : the -other when' the De? 
paucos fervi. {1FES Arc ſincere of ſpiritual Healing, arc'in the happy way of Cure, for vicious Aﬀetti- 


tus plures Ser- ons arc the Dilcaſes of the Soul. : This Change of 'the AtieQions,'" the Effect of ſuper 
vine 2% naturzl/Grace, 'is obtain'd by fervent Prayer. - Our Saviour aſſures us,” That our Heaveniy 
Epiſt. 21. Father will freely and abundantly give the holy Spirit - #0 thoſe who ask it with ſuch ardent 
Afﬀections; as: flow from their fecling ſenſe. of the want of his Influences. In humble 
Prayer we acknowledge our Unworthineſs,” our Weaknels, our abſolute neceſſity of Di/ 
vine Grace to mortzfie our 'Kuſts':* in believing Prayer we glorific his Metcy, and! his 
OMmniporence, that he is both willing and powerful to make us victorious over our worſt 
Baemies. The Prayer of Fehoſaphat, When invaded by a vaſt Army, confpiring the De? 
ſtruction of his Kingdom, is' a Copy'to be tranſcribed by us : O our God, we have no 
Might againſt this great Company that comes againſt us, neither know we what to do, but- our 
Eyet-are upon thee. - Thus Satan,” the World, and the Fleſh, 'are combin'd in warring a- 
gainſt'the Soul, and we are utterly unable to reſiſt them, we mult therefore addreſs our 
ſelves. to the God: of all Grace, to ſtrengthen our inward Man. And fince ſome Lilts 
have ſuch: ſtrong Poſſeſſion, thar like thar ſtubborn ſort of Spirits mention'd in the Go- 
ſpel, they cannot be expell'd bur by Faſting and Prayer, we muſt with the moſt zealous 
Devotion, Prayer joynd with Faſting, implore' Grace to ſubdue them. ' 


2 Chron. 20. 
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Prayer muſt be continual : if we intermir this recourſe to Heaven, we ſhall preſently 
find. our {elves like Sampſon when his Hair was ſhay'd, weak like other Men. Grace in 
the Saints 1S not like Light in the Sun, that fprings from it {elf, bur like the Light of a 
Lamp that is conſtantly fed with Supplies of Oil, otherwiſe the weak Light will faint 
and dye. - Inherent Grace is maintain by the continual Emanations from the holy Spi- 
ric : Nay the Habits of Grace are drawn forth into Ac and vigorous Exerciſe, by fuper- 
venicnt exciting Grace without which they would bc ineffective and ulſelets. As there can- 
not be actual Sight, unleſs the Light in thg Eye be irradiated by Light of the Air : $0 
? withour ſpecial atliſting Grace we cannot do any {piritual Good nor avoid Evil : We {h1} 
| be foil d by every Temptation, even the beſt will leave God, and provoke God to leave 
them. Our Saviour therefore enjoyns his Diſciples the double Duty, Watch and pray. 
leſt ye enter into T, emptation. David with his ſevere Refoiuiions ts be circumlpeit, roy:ir'! 
his fervent Requeſts to God: 7 ſaid, 7 will take heed to my ways, that T fin not with my 0h (4) 
Tongue, 1 will keep my Mouth with a Bridle, while the wicked is before me... Set a Wich., (© 
Lord, before my: Mouth, and keep the door of my Lips. His ſpecial Guidance 1s necettary 
ro regulate our Tongues, that we neither offend God, nor juſtly provoke Men. _ 
Lattly, Faith in the Redeemer is a Sovereign effeual Means for the mortifying Sis. 
The Son of God incarnate is the Fountain of inherent as well as imputed Rightcoutneys : 
Grace and Glory are conveyed to us by the Hands of the Mediator. The Supernatu- 
ral Power to do: Good, and vanquiſh Evil is from him : Of our ſelves we cannot concerve ia 
good Thought, through Chriſt ſtrengthening #s we can do all, things. | Spiritual Bleſhngs the 
purchas'a for us by his Humiliation, and confers in his Exaltation,s Ze gave himfe!lf for Evh. 2. 8. 
' bis Church, that he might ſanfifie it, and cleanſe it by the waſhing of Water and the Word. *'* 65: 
Being riſen and aſcended, he received of his Father Divine Gifts, -and gives Graes unto 
Men. He gives Repentance, which-principally conſiſts in the mortifying Sin : he Zeſſes ORF. 
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us in turning us from our Iniquities. *' \t-- 01.9 ors Herr 
©. Fhe Mortification of Sin is-peculiarly attributed to his: Death. 1. With reſpe& to: its 
Meritorious Caufaliry,” that} reconcild God:to us, and obtain'd of him the'{anStifying 
Spirit thar'is the. Seal of his Love, to communicate the Divine Nature to us, by! whiah 
we; eſcape the Corruption that is in the World through Luſt. The Redemprion of a:Gaptrve 
may illuſtrate the Redemption of Sinners: For as in reſtoring a Captive to. Liberty, 
there muſt be the payment” of the Ranſom, and the breaking of his Chains, fo in re- 
dzeming a Sinner there was the price laid down, the unvaluable Blood of rhe Son of 

God, to procure our ſpiritual Freedom : For the ignominious and cruel Bondage under 

Satan, was the penal Effect of the firſt Tranſgreſſion : And the inviſible Chains, the 

Darkneſs of Mind, the Hardneſs of Heart, the Rebollion of Will, rhe Diforder of Aﬀecti- . 
ons, and all the vicious Habits that kept him in the Bondage of Satan, are to be broken 

and removed. For this Reaſon 'tis ſaid, God ſending his Son in the likeneſs of finful Fleſh , 

and for Sin condemning Sin the Fleſh: that is, Chriſt dyingas a Sacrifice for Sin, reconciled 

God, and the Fruit of that Reconciliation, is the breaking the Tyrannous Empire of Sin 

under which we were involv'd, that we may enjoy the Liberty of the Sons of God. Sin 

brought our Sayiour to the Crofs, and he brought Sin to the Croſs : When he dyd natu- 
rally, Sindy'd legally, that is, was condemn'd to loſe its Power in the Hearts and Lives' 

of Believers. The excellent Ends of our Saviour's Death are expreſs'd by the Apoſtle ; F# 

gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, aboliſh the guilt of Sin, and 

PuFifie unto biuiſelf a peculiar People zealous of good Works.” 2; By way of Reprefertarion. | 
As Chriſt died for Sin, we muſt die to Sin : He expiated the Guilt of all Sin for peni- . _ 1 
tent Believers ; and a univerſal crucifixion of Sin is the imitation of his Death. The 
Apoſtle inſiſts on this as a Truth of the cleareſt Evidence to Chriſtians, Xnow ye not that 

fo many as, were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into his Death 2 Therefore we are 

buried with him in Baptiſm; that as Chriſt was raiſed up from the Dead, by the Glory 
of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of Life. For if we have been planted 

together in the likeneſs of his Death, we ſhall be alſo in the likeneſs of his Reſurreftion. 
Knowing this, that our Old Man is crucified with him, that the Body of Sin might be de- 

ſtroyed, that henceforth we ſhould not ſerve Sin. The ſum of which Reafoning is, that our 

crucifying the corrupt Nature, with all its various Aﬀections and Lufls, is a lively rc- 

{emblance of the Death of Chriſt, which was deſign'd both to be operative in us of the 

Dexh of Sin, and to be ſignificative of it. From whence it follows, 'tis the indiſpenſa- 
Ste uty of all Chriſtians to tranſcribe rhe Copy of his Death in their Hearts and Lives. 
7. The Death of Chriſt mortifies Sin by moral Influence, as 'tis an Expreflion of God's 
tranſcendent Love to us, and his Righteous and Holy Severity againſt Sin; hoth which 
are ſuch powerful Motives to deſtroy Sin, that: whoever does nor feel their Eftteacy, is 
dead as the Graye, without the 124% vital Spark of grareful Love to Chrill, 
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Now the unfeigned belief vt the merirotious and efficacious Suftcrings of Chritt, is 
the Means by which the Value of his Death is applied, and the Vertue of it derived ro 
us for rhe killing of our Sins. 'Tis by Faith we are united to him as our Head, rhe 
' Fountain of Spiritual Senſe and Active Power. #e dwells in our Hearts by Faith, and by 
the eminent Operations of his Spicit, ſtrengthens the inner Man. Faith excites us to 
mortifte the inhabiting Corruption, by arguing from the Love of Chriſt in dying for us: 
He left Heaven for us, Shall not we leave Earth for him 2 He denied his nacural inno- 
cent Wills to ſubmit to the Death of the Croſs for our Salvation ; Shall not we deny 
our depraved rebellious Wills-for his Glory 2 And unleſs deſperate Sinners, who are fal- B 
len as low as Hell, Who can reſiſt fuch melting Perſwaſions 2 The Apoſtle ſpeaks with 
the moſt feeling Expreſſions ; The Love of Chriſt conſtrains us ; has an abſolute invincible 
Empire over us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one died for al, then were all dead, that | 
henceforth we ſhould live to him who died for us. And 'tis the noble and ſenſible Effect of 
quickening Grace to mortifie Sin. Faith as it obliges, ſo it encourages to 'ſubdue our 
Sins, by refleting upon the End of Chriſt's Death, which ſhall certainly be accompliſh'd. 
- St. Paul in his conflict with an unceſſant Enemy, was fortified by an Aſſurance from God, 
My Grace is ſufficient for thee: The Temptation was not preſently removed, but ſtrength 
conveyed by which he was ſuperior to it. Our ſpecial Sins ſo eaſily encompaſs us, that 
conſidering our imminent danger, we may fear the Iſſye of the Fight; but the believing 
remembrance of our Saviour's Death, inſpires new Life and Heat into us, knowing that 
he harh not died in vain. Faith raiſes the — Spirit, by reflefting upon the 
compaſſionate 'willingneſs of Chriſt ro relieve and ſtrengthen us in the Holy War. | 
When he was upon Earth, he prayed his Father to keep us from the Evil of the World. 
This. was the Copy of his.continual Interceſſion for us in Heaven; from whence we are | 
infallibly aſſur'd, that he is moſt tenderly inclin'd ro aſſiſt us, and preſerve us from the | 
malignant influence of the World. For theſe Reaſons, Faith in Chriſt has a cleanſing Ver- 
rue, a vidorious Efficacy attributed to'it: Faith purifies the Heart, and overcomes the 
World. A ſincere Believer that makes uſe of the Divine Ordinances, Prayer, hearing 
the Word, the confirming Sacrament, and other holy Means for the ſubduing his Cor- 
ruptions, ſhall certainly obtain a final Vifory, and the reward of it a triumphant 
Felicity. 
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The Four Lalf Things: 
JUDGMENT, 

| HEAVEN, VER 

| HELL, Eh 


” 


' 4 


Vis. < 


4 
y 
\ 
\ 


PraQcally conſidered and applied : In ſeveral Dis oourses.: 
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of the ſame Glaſs 
| f ng be 


| move to avoid an eternal E 
and the Torments of Hell : But ſince "tis an infallible Truth, as certzin as the Word of God, 
tis 4 Miracle to aſtoniſh Heaven and Earth, that Men live as tareleſly as if they ſhould never 
die, and die as ſecurely as if they (bould not live in the next ate, toreceive the jaſt Paniſh- 
ment of their Sins, They are fearleſs whilſt Death i far off in their Thoughts : and when 
| Age has ſnowed upon their Heads, that no Marks of decaying Nature ſhould appear, make their 


_ IDEs fo fouriſh with anothers Spring. But "tis in vain, for Death knows them under 
err aiſpuije, 
FE vr Pres hardens Men to paſs as quietly and boldly, in appearance, into another World, as 
| Phi ned Faith, and a regular lively Hope in the Promiſes of thr Goſpel, But as deceitful 
P fk ſtops the Fit for 3 
| 4 counterfeit ſhort Peace tranſmits them to margin Sorrows, | NS. 
The aeſign of the following DISCOURSE « to awaken Men, that they may be wiſe and © 
conſider their latter end:: ;to ; ond an a in oar Redeemer, who has diſarmed Death of its 
S tifig, and made that Enemy onr Fri | 2 


* 


- Ll 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. ; 


and miſery. And what can be more powerful to render them temperate and ſober in the uſe of 
preſent x" vigilant and ſerious in their preparations for their great aud. final Change, 
than the remembrance that Death it immediately attende& with Judgment, «2d Judgment with 
Bleſſedneſs or Miſery for ever ? 1 know this Argument is naturally diſpleaſing, but the uſeful- 
meſs ſhould recommend it to oar moſt ſolemn and compoſed thoughts, before all the vain enter- 
tainments of the Fancy. and ſenſual Aﬀettions. As Herbs of Medicinal Virtue, that are not 
pleaſing to the ſehr or ſmell, yet are valued by the __ as Treaſures of Health ; and pres 
ferr'd before the faireſt Flowers that are perfam''d and painted by Nature, ſo as to excel the 
richeſt luſtre of Solomon's Glory. | PO fn 
he Body us in 4 continual Conſumption, and no Art can long preſerve it : but whilſt the out- 
ward Man & irrecoverably declining and waſting, if the inward Man be aſcending and renew- 
ing to perfeition, the Advantage is incomparable. O how comfortable is it to 4 holy Believer in 
the parting hoar to commit his Spirit into the hands of his Heavenly Father ! (for thus he #s au- 
thorized and encouraged by our Saviour's Example) and lay down the Fleſh to reſt in Hope : 
for Chriſt is the Guardian of the Grave, has the Keys of Death, 4nd will revive the Boys of 
his Saints incorruptible and immortal, the Copies of his own gloriow Boay. | 
_ The immediate Recompences of Eternal Judgment, Hexven and Hell, are m—_— our m0 
attentive-and applicative Thoughts, that we obtain the one, and eſcape the other. Heaven is the 
true Happineſs of the alin Creature, and i the firſt and laſt in the order of things deſira- ” 
ble; the firſt for its attrattive Excellence, the laſt in its conſummate Fruition, This may be 
certainly and perpetually enjoyed by all who ſincerely and diligently ſeek it, If in the wery diffe- 
rent States of Life here, there were any uncapable of Eternal Life, or that have another Objeft 
for their laſtiEnad, there might be ſome reaſon why they ſhould be coldly affetted towards Celeſtial 
HR nd to juſtify _m pretenſions to the Things of Time, wherein their Intereſts 
are confin'd : bat tne offer of Heaven regaras all that upon God's Terms will accept of it. The 
moſt ſenſible inequality, that Riches, Dignity, or any temporal Accident makes between Men 
here, is ſo true a Nothing 'in pate of Eternal Glory, that it makes no difference of one 
from another as to the obtaining it. For. this Reaſon it moſt nearly concerns every Perſon, Firſt 
to ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, as the only way to aſcend 
to tt. 

The ſexiats conſideration of \the Everlaſting Hell prepared for unreformed Sinners, i moſt 
neceſſary and-uſefid, tho earnal Men are extreamly averſe = thinking on that terrible Objett. 
For this is the. fifft moteoe that turns Men from Sin to Holineſs. The Joys of Heaven "4 
Spiritudl and Divine, heve'nv attrattive influence upon the carnal Aﬀettions, would never con- 
pert ani reform ay; but the. Torment of Fire being moſt evident and vehement to Senſe, is | 
ſtrongh _—_ by the Imagination, and moves the Aﬀettions. How many by ſolemn and | 
believing Thoughts of the unquenchable Fire, have felt the Miracle apon the three Children in 
the Farnact renewed in themſelves, their ſtrong Cords, the obſtinate Habits of Sin, burnt aſun-_ 
der, and their Powers reſtor*d to the freedom of Duty, the bleſſed Liberty of Obedience ? In this 
oe the tear of the Lord is the beginning of Wiſdom, that diretFs us in the Way to Bleſ- 

* w% NILES / SIS 
-» Madam, {ball not attempt the celebrating your Ladyſhip*s Virtues, that render you a bright 
Ornament of your Sex, and more truly Honourable than your Noble Deſcent and Alliance : bat 3 
direct my beſt Deſires to God, that your Family may be a ſingular and eminent Example of the 
Divine Favour ; that the fading Gloſs of this World may not deceive you, bat your Heart | 
may be above, where your Treaſure is; thet you may live to God, and your Soul for Hea- 
ven and Eternity, IT am, 
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Tour Honour's very hamble- 
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and faithful Servant, 


William Bates; 
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CHAP. L 
The Coherence of the Text opened ; ; wherein the Proofs of the Eternal Deity of Chriſt ar are 
clearly alledged from Scripture. An account given of the Reaſons of bis Incarnation, 
In what reſpefts the Devil is ſaid to have the Power of Death. The Death of 


Chriſt frees bis People from the tormenting fear of Death. i account of 1 Death 5 
entrance into the World, in a threefold ls, won 


= ® '# + * #- » © a $ wi# «© > 3 . # » s # CI 
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. —_— _ 2 —_ —_ _—_— vt WY oh. FY a ”_ : : ; 


And Live them, who through fear F Death were all Fir Life time ſubjeft n to 
Bondage d ED | 


N the firſt Chapter of this Epiſtle, the Proof 5 of the Eeernal Deit of C cif are 
lot with that evidence of Scriptare-Light, that only a veiled Heart, obſtin 
Infidelity can reſiſt. The ren ue which the inſpired Penman makes uſe of) 
the compari him with the the moſt noble apt ab of .the Creation, .and 
 ſhewing that he is r wg dp GE above them. This he does by a tron 
nexion of Andes? Firſt, By his Title that is divinely y high md peculiar to himſe Ft, : 
is declared by the T eftimony of the Eternal Father to be hzs Son, yer, 44 
proper and ſublime ſenſe : begotten of him, and therefore having the ſame eſler 
ons of the Godhead in their nd Glory. . But the Angels are not. dign nified with. this 
Name in any Places of Scripture, where the Excellency of the. Angels i is in the fulleſt 
Terms expreſſed, And that this Name is taken from his Nature, is clearly proved : bes 
cauſe Adoration is due to; him upon this account, even from the Angels of: the higheſt 
Order. When he brinteth in the rſt begotten into the W orld,. he ſaith, And ket all the An 
gels of God worſhip him, Ver, 6 | 

Divine Worſhip is a Prerogative inſeparably annexed. to the Deity,. both upon the. ac 
Nature of God, and, bis Relation. to. Angels.; AN 
Men/as Creator and Preſerver, t tain of, their Being and Happineſs, T his, wit 
the moſt open defiance of his FRE canhot be give to a mere; Creature ; and by the 
Command dof God himſelf is to be perioenel az a reſpect due to the filial Godhead. 2 


6.13. & 10. 20, The Argur cnt pr ocery rom Name to the Offs es. Of the dug 
he ek W ho maker his ©. els We | is 


q in the moſt 
tial Perfefti- 


Een THe No Fachy on re aſcrit [hgh unto. the Son. he alth, by 
ion che 0 God, ever and ever, 4 Ra ol of Right, 204 th Kio | 

Ver. 8.. Wh _ "fe cepters of Earthly ] hteouſl king wr their 
Thrones ruinoully fall.;, re 6 a furtl iy 


in rom! is War tare divinel 
eat and.. ious, W @ 95 bj any, ſhareg =; 1 ICY.s;.: 9; Then ie mag be 
rorld is aſcribed to him: : Thos, Lord, in the beg ginning halt laid the Foundation of t 

and the Heavens are the Works of thy Hands... Ver. 10.. 
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Of DEATH Chap.I. 


From this ſummary account we may underſtand how firmly the Divinity « of Chriſt is 
eſtabliſhed in the cripture, For theſe Paſſages ofxhe Prophets, that ſpeak of the God of 
1/7ael as Creator, 'and the ſole Objet. of Adoration, are direQly referr'd gp Jeſus Chriſt. 


And the Name Jehovah, Pfal. 97. 9. the Majeſt of which conſiſts in its being incommu- 


nicable, is attributed to him. This is the Foundation upon which the whole Fabrick of the 
Goſpel is built. The Office of Mediator in the Prophetical, Prieſtly, and Regal Admi- 
niſtration, is neceſſarily joyn'd with the Divinity of his Perſon. And the revelation of it 
from Heaven, is as clear asthe Sun is viſible in the Firmament. All the Difficulties inour” 
canciving this great "Myftery of Godlineſs, are but like the Shadows that attend the | 
Light. And all"the Heretical Subtilties to pervert the Senſe of ſuch plain and poſitive 
Texts, are as impextinent as impious. +5 

This being eſtabliſh'd, the AN proceeds to give an account of the Son of God's aflum- 
ing the Humane Nature, and ſubmitting to Sufferings and Death. This is a Divine Secret 
ſo miraculouſly ſtrange, that the Contrivance'was without the Compaſs of the Angelical 
Minds, and the diſcovery of it is only by ſupernatural Revelation ; but when revealed, 
the account of. it is fo open and conſentaneous to Reaſon, as being the moſt congruous 
Means for the illuſtration of God?s Glory in the ſaving loft Men, that the humane Mind, 
if not deeply corrupted with the tinQure of Prejudice, muſt conſent to it «s worthy of all 


The fubſtance of his reaſoning is this : That it was the produ& of the moſt wiſe, merci- 
ful, and righteous Counſel of God, that the Saviour of Men ſhould have Communion with 


' them in their Nature, that he might have a Right to redeem them by his Alliance and Pro- 


pinquity : for he that ſandtifies, and they that are ſanttified, are all one, Chap. 2. 11. and 
chat he might undergo Sufferings, even to death, for the price of their Redemption, and 
the remedy of heir Infrites Forafmuch 45 the Children are pertokers of Fleſh md Blood, 
he alfo likewiſe nf > of the ſame, that throggh Death he might defiroy bim that hal the 
Power of Death, that is the Devil: And deliver them who through fear of Death, were all 
their Lives ſubjett to Bondage, ERS - TOTob TTL FL 


+ n 


\ The Devil is ſaid to have the Pomer of Death. £ ; 
© I, Becaufe he 1nduces Men to 'commit Sin, that meritoriouſly renders them liable to 
Death. He tempted the firft Man rum effecta,, and was a Murderer from the beginning 


2. Tn that he inſpires ther with furious Thoughts, and inflames their Paſſions, from 


L 


Fieace roceed Strifes and Wars, that efficiently caufe Death. He is ſupream in all the 


rts of Miſchief, and always intent upon evil. Tis by his Inftigation that Men become 
like raging Beaſts, animated: and bent on mutual Shughter. pe 
3. Becauſe he is many times the Executioger of God's Wrath, and inflitts Death upon 
en rm and incorrigible Sinners. Tis recorded by the Phalmiſt, That God caſt upon the 
Exyptians the fierceneſs of his Anger, Wrath, Tudignation, and Trouble, by ſending evil An- 
e{s, Pfal. 78. 49. thoſe Princes of the Air, the Inſtruments of the Thunder, and fiery 
Stortn of Hail that deftroyed them: ig e$. | 
4. Becauſehe makes Death more formidable to Sinners, by heightning their guilty Fears 
of God's Tribunal. © The falſe Spirit tempts,Men to fin by many Blandiſhmeors, bur after- 
ward he's a ſevere Accuſer of them ro God, and«o themſtlves. ' © 
Laftly, "This Title may fignific his tormenting Sinhers with unrelenting Cruelty in Hel, 
which is the ſecond Death, - LS Po adeth 2 En L: 
t 


by % 


Now theſe Evils being the penal conſequence'of Sin, our Saviour by his Death appeaſet 
the injured Juſtice of God, and: thereby deftroyed the cruel” 'Tyranpy of the' Devil. 4s 
#he Lamb of God, inthe notibn. of 'a Sacrifice, he overcomes our Spiritual Enemies. 'Sin, 
"Satan and Death, lie TORRES at the foot of his Croſs, Befides, our Saviqur- having 
Felt ſuch Sorrows and Infirmities as are uſua}ro his People, by that correſpondence arid 
reſemblance between them, 'is compaſſionately ihclined to relieve them. '''''? | 


I ſhall now inſiſt upon the bleſſed Priviledge, of Believers fer down in the Text, vie. | 
That Jeſus Chrift by his Death frees his People from the ſervile tormenting fear of Dinth,” 
- Inproſecuting the Point, I ſhall, x. Conſider the Account the Scripture pives'of Deattt's 


ce into the World. ' 2. Shew whar the fear of Death, inchides, andthe Bondage 
toit. 3. How the Death of Chriſt frees us from the thraldom of: chat Fear. 


: « 


Vho are pattakers of this Bleſſed Privilege. And then apply. it. 
_ — The Scripture gives an accgunt of Death's entrance, into the, World, ina threefold 
Kerporh, Ren” | {2 2083-00 FIOIHHY 


:. Asthe deſert of Sin. 2, As the Effeft of the Divine Dectee, ' >.” As.the Sentence 
of the Law. I, As 
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| © 2, As'the Deſert of Sin. Th keſt Deſign 4f. the 'Cicator was! MIT NW Glory 
conjunction with 'the' Hippie 'of Mit - BI# Was" rhbde accordingly. Holy m-Per; 
tetion, placed in Paradiſe, and his State contained all the Ingredients 0 Fel city *: 
proper to his Nature, He was capable of dying, as ſad Experience proves ; yet no 
Accident from without, no Diſtemper from withm had impair'd his Vigor, and made 
him aCtually ſubje& to Death without Sin. Whilſt innocent he was immortal, not 
from everhitling | Principles of Nature, but.by Divine Preſervation, of which the Tree of 
Life was the ordained Means and Sacramental Pledg. For God unchangeably loves his 
own Image : and tho by his Sovereighty and abſolute Power he may reſume the Beirig he 
gives, yet his Goodneſs and Covenant Were a ſacred aſſurance that Man's happy Life ſhould 
run parallel with his perſeverance in his Duty. This Immortality was not the fi bn 
Privilege of Adam's Perſon, but had been the Inheritance of all his Progeny. But he {0 
revolting from his juſt Obedience, of Immortal became Mortal, and accorditig to the ori 
ginal E blifhaent of Propagation, tranſmitted his Nature with the guilt and p : _ of 
Sin tb all hs Poſterity;” T vs by ne Man Sin entred into the World; iid Sz 
fo Death paſſed apon all Mop, for rhat all huve ſinned, Rom: ſ- I2. 
been rewarded, ſo his Rebellion i is puniſhed in all that naturally deſcend ata hath r 
| hence it is, that ſo numerous part of Mankinit /ard-cut off before theccommiſſion of aQual 
| Sin. Death enters into the Forge.bf Life, 'atxl defiroys the Conception that newly'began 
to live. And what is more righteous thah that Mat when he ay wh the Auflior: of Os 
Life, ſhould forfeit his Like arid! Bleſſedneſs?:: The Soul d6luntacily loſt-the Spirirual Life Atima voleti 
£ by forſakin God, therefore unwillingly loſes the Natixal Late by expulifici Rookihe ody i qr wg 
The Ap poſtle favs, the Wiage: of Sin i Death, Rom+6! 23. not only th 
bur the greek che 'Sowl, ' which is adreadfal Concotnnacit of it. And: from h 


may diſcover the falſe Fhitofophy df the wiſcſtHeathenyini their Opinion of Death. They ty Hac lege intra 


—"—— 


mos. Ga aaa lin i ends FE. EEED 


judged it t6 be the primiaty: receſfir 2hd' emmdition of Nature, fixcil b irreſiſtible Fate: verans uc ext 
amt not underftandingche- cre arid juſt Reafprr of ics coming; into the Work, they ould __ 
rot apply a fafficient "Ri apainft irs Evik | | 


2. As the Effe&t of the divine Decree reſpeQting Sin. Thisis diſcovered by Hevehition 
m the Wortt of Gol, ant By the real! txtcution of if ; n pointed 1d: Men Opce te dhe, 
; Hi. 9. 29; ''Phis Decree is aniverfal and wh Cevrktite fſeth' away, and 
F enorher Generariow ronnh': Rockeh, x {4/1 like the _ flowing bk the Sea: w' ity 
ſtared Periods. can! aitertuſe-or ra are this ep now 'Fhere are divers 
Conditions of ” Men and various ways of iving-in the Wortd:; ſortie-are high /in Digaity, | 
| others are kvel with the Earth :- ſome walk ina Carpet=wiy,,; {afoort. and ab, others 1a 
thorny amd troubleſorn-; forne walk on the golden Sands, 'ochers 0n'the AMire.t: bit; 8 
fame encointroulable neceſſity of dyir  Involves all; And' whatever the way be, -whethe 
pleaſant or doleful, yer every one'pa it with equal eps, meaſurdd;by te no ors 
riable ſpaces of ' Hours and 's, and arrive at the ſame 'commorn Ent of Eift; Thoſe 
whore regarded'as viſible Deiriesamongſt Men, that can by; theit-Becatif raiſe:tht low, 
and depreſs-the Lofty,. that have the Lives of- Millicnsin theit Power 3) yet When thie of- 
dained Time is come, as they cannot bribs the accuſing Confcierice fora minute's. likace, | 
fo neither delay Death.-' I have ſaid ye are Gods, but ye ſbull dhe like Dleni\:) © 
3. Dtath is to be confidetetl as rhe Senitence of the Law. "The reaſonable Creatlite wat 
| made under a Law, the Rule of his Attions. The Moral Law ditofted film | how: 0-60 
: nue in-his holy and'blefed Ste: To which was andex'd the Pre 'O 
Tree of Knowledg of Good cn — markof His Sul getti ny 
lible SanRianby'rhe hoſt high La 


of: his Obedience. 'FhisP _ ert- 
the day thou eateſt 00] " thow alt die" gh, Death. 'Gen:- = 27. Man did nat cop-this 
Cominand of fo eaſy , ation, of heme i incucr'd its doon. . As Sin-is the viglation:: 
the Law, ſo'Death isthe violation of tin tus Natiire and eu th que fot 


we Law. 
* The Deaths of Mon are ver wa 


;diffcrerivin thiir kinds $1.amd aty: © 
Lord fpab ſmitte him, ar his Dej filbe 
ib; 1 Sam; i 26: 0% wietimes they 
d; forthe more excanpliryods 
y- Contentions: bf 
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of D EAT H. | Chap. II. 


Paſſage, others forſaken of all Comforters : yet Death is the ſame Sentence of the Law 
upon all Men. And, this, if duly. conſidered, makes it terrible in whatever ſhape it ap- 


la. n——_. peice <a dw 
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CHAP. Il. 

What the fear of Death includes. The Paſſion of Fear im general conſidered 1+ T0# 
ſpecial Cauſes that make Death ſo fearful. *Tis an Evil univerſally known. *Tis 
certainly future. The bondage of Men from the fear of Death. The Reaſons why 
Men are not always under the aftual fear of Death. | SAT" 


IT; HE next Thing to be conſidered is, what the: fear -of Death includes; and the 
Bondage that is conſequent to it. This I ſhall explain ard amplify, by conſider- 
ing four Things. 1+ I r; 4 Tk 
1. The-nature of Fear in general, . as applicable to the preſent Subject. 
2. The particular Cauſes that render Death fo fearful. 
- 3. Thedegree of this Fear expreſ9d by Bondage. dn an 0} 
4. Howit comes to paſs that Men are not always under the aQtual fear of Death, but 
 ſubjeQ'tdthe Revolutions of it all their Lives. © | 
1. 1 will conſider the nature of Fear in general; as applicable to the preſent SubjeR. 
Fear is a Paſſion implanted in Nature, that cauſes a flight from an approaching evil. 
Three things are requiſite to qualify the Objet, and make it fearful. - | if 
(1:) The Evil muſt be appreheaded. Knowledg, or at leaſt Suſpicion, - excites-Fear, 
by repreſenting an Evil that 15'likely to ſeize upon us. Till the:Mind diſcern the Danger, 
the Paſſions are unmoved : and imaginary Evils by the mere apprehenſion, are as ſtrongly 
fear'd as real. HS” >» Fertat's 195-943 6 
- (2.)- The Evil muſt be future. For the naked Theory of the moſt/ pernicious Evil does 
not wound the Soul, but the apprehenſion of falling under it. - If Reaſon can open an Ex- 
pedient to prevent an Evil, this Paſſion is quiet. . And. Fear preciſely regardsits ObjeQt as to 
come. Preſent Evils induce Grief: and Sorrow : -paſt Evils. by refleQ, on afte& with Joy; 
and give a-quicker reliſh to preſent Felicity. - Approaching /Evils alarm vus' with Fear. 
*- (3) The Evil muſt bE apprehended as prevalent to.make it fearful. For if by compariſon 
we find our Strength ſuperiour, we either Ears Evil for its levity, or:determine to 
incounter it; and reſiſtance is the proper effett of: Anger, not of, Fear. - But when an ims 
pendent Evil is too hard for us, the Soul ſhrinks :and recoils from it. {+} 
Now all theſe Qualifications that make an Obje& fearful, concur-in Death: | 
x; ?Tisan-Evil univerſally known. The frequent Funerals are a real demonſtration thay 
ſpeaks ſenſibly to our eyes, that Death reigns in the;:World. - On every (ide Death is in our 


! 


view;  and:the ſhadow of it darkens our brighteſt days. -- Es SPRODOaoD Lich 
_ 2. ?Tiscertainly future. © All the wretched Accidents of this Life; ſuch as concern us in 
our Perſons, Relations, Eſtates andiIntereſts;/ a thoufand-Diſaſters that a jealous Fear and 
aQive Fancy will extend and amplify ; asthey.may, fo-they may not happen to us. And 
from this mixture of contrary Poffibilities, fromi the-undgrtainty of event, Hope, that is an 
anfinuating Paſſion, mixes with Fear, and derives Comfort. | -For as ſometimes a ſudden 
Evil ſurprizes, not forethoughtof; ſo often the Evil: that was dly expeted,. never comes 
to paſs. But what Man i he. that lives, and fball-not ſee'Death? Pal. 89. 4. . Whois fo 
vain as to pleaſe himſelf. with an imagination of iimmortality-bere? : Tho Mea are;diſtio- 
guifhin-the condition of Living, yet allareequabin-the: neceflity of Dying; Humane 
Greatneſs 1n every kind, Nobility, Riches, Empire cannot prote& = the ſuddenand ſo- 
vertign Hand of Death, that overthrows:aJſ! niFhe:ribſt; conſpicuous diffetence in this 
World is betweenthe Victorious, and-the  Venduiſlyd. proſtrate at their feet;: but.;Death 
ay es them equal. -Thenthewretched Captiverſhall upbraid!.the proud Conquerar, Arc 


thou brcome-weak as me?" Art thou hecome like 92: - The Rypootes Scripture; concerning 
the frailty'of:Man, are often literally and preciſely. ;verited 
dining it flouriſpes and groweth up, 'in the evening it is cut down and withereth;i; |_| 


| z.\Death is a prevalent inſuperable Evil: hence the: proverbial! Expreſſion, Strong & 


Death that ſubdvies lb, cruel as the Grave thati ſpares noxe.'  *Tis10 vain toiftruggle 'with the 
pangs of: Deatlz,c*\No:Simples in Nature, no Compoſitions of;;Art, ino :Influegce of the 
'Stars, no Power of Angels'can ſupport the dying Body; or retain-the flitting,$oul. There 
is no Man hath power over the Spirss to retain the Spirit ; weither: huth he Pe £9 f 
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| Treaſures, and as naked as they come into the World, go out of it. - Be not thog afraid when one 
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Death : and there #5 no diſcharge in that War, Ecclef. 8.8. The Body ſinks in the Conflit j 
and Death feeds on its proftrate Prey in the Grave. ND 

2. I ſhall confider more Cary the Cauſes that render Death fo featful to Men : 
x, In the apprehenſion of Nature. 2. In the apprehenſion of Conſcience. 


x. In the apprehenſion of Nature, Death hath this Name ewgraven in its forehead, Vet 


 mumterribiliam, the ſupreme of terrible things, upon ſeveral accounts. 


(1.) Becauſe uſually Sickneſs and Pains languiſhing and tormenting, rhake the firſt Chan- 


ges in the Body, and the natural Death is yiolent, This Hezekiah complained of with a 


mournful accent, He will cut me off” with pining __ from day even to night thog wilt 
make an end of me. I reckoned ti morning that as a Lion, ſo will he break all my Bones. Tia. _ 
38. A Troopof Diſcaſcs are the forerunners of this King of Terrors. There is a preced- X-. 
ing Encounter, and ſometimes very fierce, that Nature feels the cruel ViQtory before it 
yields to this Enemy. As a Ship that is toft by a mighty Tempeſt, and by the concuſſion of 
the Winds and-Waves loſes its Rudder and Maſts, takes in water in every part, and gra- 
dually finks into the Ocean : So in the ſhipwrack of Nature, the Body is fo ſhaken and 
weakened by the violence of a Diſeaſe, that the Senſes, the animal and 'vital Operations 
decline, and at laſt are extinguiſh'd in Death, 

(2.) Death conſidered in the ſtrifteſt propriety, as deſtruQive of the natural Being, that 
js our firſt and moſt valuable Good in the order of Nature, is theuſt obje& of Fear. The 
Union between Soul and Body is very intimate and dear, and like Devid and Forathan 
they part unwillingly, Nature has a ſhare in the beſt Men, and works as Nature, St, 
Paul declares, we would not be unclothed, not finally put off the Body, but have it glorified 


inconjunRion with the Soul. Our bleſſed Saviour, without the leaſt impeachment of the 


ReQitude and Perfe&tion of his Nat 


we, camved an averſeneſs from Death, and with 
ſubmiſſion to the Divine Will deſired a freedom from it. His Aﬀe&tions were holy and 
humane, and moved according to the quality of their ObjeQs a wg 
- (3:) The natural Conſequeats of Death render it fearful. Life is the foundation of all na- 
tural"Enjoymentts ; and the loſs of it induces the loſs of all for ever. 'Tis from hence that 
ſuch Evils as are conſiſtent with Life, and depriye us oof of ſome F --3 vom Content and 
Pleaſure, are willingly choſen rather than Death. The forfeiture of Eftate, thedegrading 
from Honour, the confinement toa perpetual Priſon, the baniſhing from our native Conn« 


renebris ? 
nor, omais 


"0 Tat , for- 
The Pfalmiſt faith of Princes, Their Breath goeth forth, they return to th: Earth, in that = _ 
very day their Thoughts, their glorious compaſſing Thoughts, periſh. "This the Hiſtariar a , ubiq, jr 


obſerves was verified in Julius Ceſar ; After his aug Imperial Dignity, he thought Tun cf. 
to reduce the numerous Laws of the Romans into a few Volumes, compriſing the Subſtance curred. Car. © 
and Reaſon of all; to enrich and adorn the City of Rome, as was becoming the Regeat of | 
the World ; to epitomize the Works of the moſt learned Grecians and Romans for the pub- 

lick Benefit. And whilſt he was deſigning and purſuing theſe, and other vaſt and: noble Talia agentem 
Things, Death ſurpriſed him, and broke off all his Enterpriſes. | +}. ,- , Uq; mediran- 


At the terrible Gate that opens into Eternity, Men are ſtripp'd of all their Honours and oven ep rm 


is made rich, when the Glory of his Houſe is increaſed. For when he dieth, he [hall carry no- 
thing away ; 'bis Glory ſhall not deſcend after him. FG 16,17. depth equally 6. Sgt ah 
loathſom and ghaſtly the Bodies of Men, and reduces them to fordid Duſt, Im 
the Grave the * Duſt 1s as precious and powerful of one” as of another. Civil preſsi. © 
DiſtinQtions are limited to the preſent time, The prodigious Statue in Nebuchad- The Brage of Life are but 
nexzzars Vifion, Dan. 2. 32, 3 $3 1, 35- While it was upright, the Parts:were re- ,,7 PEE wonder ; 

ally and-yiſibly diſtin: The . 2 was of fine Gold, the Breaſt and Arms of Silver, Bames. 
the Belly and Leks of Braſs, the Legs.0 Trop, the Feet part of Iron and part of Clay : Fram priv 
but when the Stone cut out without hands, ſmote the Image uponthe Feet, then was the 4, "(ed wr. pH 
Iron, the Clay, the Braſs, the Silver, and the Gold, broken to pieces together, and be- King. a; 
came like the Chaff' the Wind carries away. Who can diſtinguiſh between Royal oo Herbert, 

FO - 


yenit. Sueton. 


IM of DEATH, __ Cap Il 


Duſt taken out of magnificent Tombs, and Plebean Duſt from common Graves? Who 
can know who were rich and who were poor, who had Power and Command, who 
were Vaſſals, who were remarkable by Fame, who by Infamy ? They ſhall not ſay this is 
Jezebel, 2 Kings 9. 37. not know this was the Daughter and Wife of a King, The King 
of Babylon, tiled Lucifer the bright Star of the Morning, that poſſeſs'd the firſt Empire 
in the World, was degraded by Death, humbled to the Grave, and exchanged all his glori- 
F ous State for Worms and PutrefaQtion. The Worm ts ſpread under thee, and the W, orms cover 
ho thee, Iſa. 14. 11. In ſhort, Death ſeparates Men from all their admired charming Vanities. 
_- Now conſidering Man merely in the Order of Nature, what RefleQtion is more fearful 
| and tormenting, than the neceſſity, that cannot be over-ruled, of parting for ever with all 
| the Delights of Life? Thoſe who have aſcended to the Throne, that are arrived at the 
| height of Temporal Happineſs, what a melancholy Proſpett 1s before them of Death and 
4 the dark Grave? When all things conſpire to make Men happy here, the ſenſitive Faculties 
38 and their Fruitions are ebbing and declining, till they ſink into Death, the Whirlpool that 
I will ſhortly ſwallow them up for ever. This renders the Thoughts of Mortality fo fright- 
ful, and checks the freeſt enjoyments of carnal Pleaſures. , ; 

2. Death is fearful in the apprehenſion of Conſcience, as *ris the moſt ſenſible mark of 
Gods Wrath, that is heavier than Death, and a Summons to give an account of all Things 
done in this Life, to the Righteous Judg of the: World. *Tis appointed to all Men once to 
die, and afterward the Fins ak Heb. 9. 27. The Penal Fear is more wounding to the 
Spirit than the Natural. When the awakened Sinner preſently expects the Citation to ap- 
pear before the Tribunal above, where no Excuſes, no Supplications, no Privileges avail, 
where. the Cauſe of Eternal Life or Death muſt be decided, and the awards of Juſtice be 
immediately. executed ; O the Convulſions and Agonies of Conſcience 1n that hour ! when 
the diſeaſed Body cannot live, and the Uiſconſolate Soul. dare not die, what Anxieties ſur- 
= round it? This redoubles the Terrors of Death, that the firſt tranſmits to the ſerond that 
= was figured by. it. O the diſmal aſpe& of Death riding on a pale Horſe, with Hell the black 
2M Attendant following, This Fear ſurprized the Sinners in Sion. Who among as can dwdf] with 
2 | devouring Fire? who among us can remain with everlaſting burnings ? This made a Heathen, 
3 oy the Governor of a Province, to tremble before a poor Priſoner : While Paul diſcourſed of 
39 Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and Judgment to come, Felix trembled. AQts 24. 25. *Tis a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the Hands of the living God, who lives for ever, and can puniſh for ever, 
Heb. 10. 3x. None is ſo powerful as God, nothing ſo fearful as the guilty Conſcience. 

\ 3. The Degrees of this Fear are expreſsd by Bondage. This Paſhon, when regular in 
its Object and Degree, is excellently uſeful: ?tis a wiſe Counſellor and faithful Guardian, 
that plucks off the Mask from our Enemies, and keeps Reaſon vigilant and ative to prevent - 
3; a threatning Evil, or to ſuſtain it in the beſt manner. ?Tis obſervable in the brute Crea- 

|| | tures, that the Weak and Fearful are moſt ſubtile and ingenious to ſecure themſelves, and 

= - ! ſupply the want of Strength with Artifice. But when Fear is inordinate, *tis a tyrannous 
{| Preſtat ſemel Maſter, that vexes the weary Soul, and hinders its free and noble Operations. Ceſar choſe 
J or Jean rather to be expos'd to ſudden death, than to be continually haraſs'd with fear how to 
A6: from Ng, AVOIA it. The Greek word implies the binding of the Spirit, that cauſes an inward Slave- 
* Igue ts 3» And inthe Apoſtles Writing * the Spirit of Fear, and the Spirit of Bondage, are equi- 
aciag, Rom. 8. Valent. Jſbboſherh, when Abner provok*d by the Charge about Sau/'s Concubine, imperi- 
15 =. 1... Oully threatned to tranſlate the Kingdom to David, was ſtruck with ſuch a fear, that he could 
aeias, 2 Tim. 20t anſwer Abner a word, 2 Sam. 3.10, IT. The ſudden Paſſion ſtifled his Reply, and 
I. 7s | reduc'd him to a deſenceleſs Silence. Now the fear of Death, as*tis remiſs or vehement, 

ſuch are the degreesof Bondage from it. | 

1. It imbitters the enjoyments of the preſent Life, and makes the moſt proſperous in 
3; | _ the World, ever in the fulneſs of theis ſufficiency, to be in ſtraits, Though the Senſes are 
A fe pleaſed with the quick ſweetneſs of Change from one Obje& to another, yet the Soul cannot 
have adelightful undiſturbed Fruition, foreſeeing that the ſtream of Pleaſure will ifſue into 
the dead Sea, Truly Light is ſweet, and tis a pleaſant thing to behold the San, FEcclel. 11. 7. | 
But how ſhort is this Life with all its Pleaſures, in compariſon of the Days of Darkneſs that 1 
follow. Now though *tis our beſt Wiſdom 'and trueſt Liberty to rejoyce i: this World as | 
if we rejoiced not, and frequently, to meditate on the cooling Dottrines of Death and Jude. 

ment, to repreſs the tranſports of the voluptuous Appetite ; yet fince the Comforts of this 
Life are liberally indulged to us by the Love of God, to be the Motives of our grateful 
and affectionate Obedience, to ſweeten our paſſage to Heaven, we may with tranquillity 
0 | ES Bo of Spirit make a pure and chearful uſe of them in his Service : and *tis an opprefſing bon- 
= _ dage when the diſquieting anxious Fears of Death hinder our temperate enjoyment of his 
Wo - Favours and Bleſlings. | 
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Chap./IIL, = of DEATH, _ 


>. The fear of Death oppreſſes theSouls of Men undera miferable Bonde t6ths Devil? 
for his Dominion -is maintain'd by the Allurem its $5''and 'Tetrors * te Wo if 6 bf yr Th ; 
Men do not uy” acknowledg his Soveraighty, yet by voluntary yielding th hisplea--- 
ſing Temptations, they are really his Slaves," **; ind the apprehenſion & bf 4 
eſpecially of Death, dreſs'd up in a frightful're POIs 
ſtrongeſt ſnare to the Soul. Prov. _ 'Thefanit: - rec 
of trial ; For the timorous Spirit being wholly intent how to avoid th he Th : wel 
ſent Evil; forgets or negleCts 'what'ls indiſpenſably to be Ym0e!% nd Fhi 
in the pretended neceffity. How 'tnhny have been. tet 7h ed fro 
reſolved Cohſtanty ? To eſcape Death they have been guilty « 


eties, by renouncing God their Maker and Savidury, and worlhipping the Devils fot Deieies, 


Every Ape preſents ſad SpeQtacles of matiy that chooſe "Trig aity rather that Af How, FoÞ 
36. 21. that relinquiſh their D uty, - 6nd by wicked Compliances ſave their Lives, andfols- 


their Souls. Carnal Defires,-atid-carnal Fears are the Chains of -Hell, Ph nn M - 


Satan's Captives. But whatfolly,” what madneſs is it, for the ayoidir no then 


of the Creature, to venture 'ont ' powerful Wrath of God, that'e : * ds | . eT. rrors 


that can be conceived by Fear ? This renders then more brutiſh tf Hotf, 
ing at his Shadow, ſprings over a' yo” joiem Precipice. The Prkrful are t: py "a7 
wen, and cxft into the Lake of Fire avs Brimftone for ever. Rev. 21, oo 
. The extreme fear of Death ind Fadgment dejeAts and diltouriges 
uſe of means to prevent eternal Miſery, and induces a moſt woful! Je; 
pates and exaſperates future Evils - he as Knowledg excites Fear big Feats 
| ledg, by the unceſſant working of the Thoughts upon terrible Obj 
 appravates the foreſee Evil, and diſtils the oifon from all the'C 
"_ of it. And when the Evil is apprehended 
eavours to eſcape are cut off” What a Philoſophi obſery 
with other deſtruQive Evils, is true-in this caſe. There 
fron Inundations, from Storms, from War, from Peſtilence” 
with ſo vidlent a perturbation, 'that ths applies from t 


VO impreſſions of Fear from the appti oe ches 
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a "Theſe Fears'are "more heavy by the fag 
terrible in his Majeſty, inexorable in his Juſtice, ' 


all Hopes of obtaining his Favour are loſt, Ns Fenn Darkn beſt 5'1 rok tne rly fron __ 
the abſence of the Sun,' but from feculent Vapens condet wil, thirite night -befele: | 


drawing, the I tpht of God's Countenance, but from the Pritite rkneſs that foul Spir 


And as we read of the Egyprians, that xo Man aroſe from his red Fg F ng ns F hi | | . - F 


had been buried in that gen? and, de WE: of all aQive Powet- and"Mc 


O how enthra ol, how Alas pieb +» 0 COUT VAUy 
ruin the Soul. For whereas there.is no Attribute more neon no clearer N "bon of - red 
Deity than Love and Mercy ; this Paſſion diſparages his Mercy, 'as if Sin were tore on-- 
nipotent, than his Power to pardon ; and all the Tears that low from'it, are ſo far from! 
expiating, that they encreaſe Guilt : and whereas the believing view of- Chrift: would ro 
compleatly and preſently recover the Soul-wounded Sinner, as the Iſraelites were by lookin ing 
to the ordained viſible ſign of their Salvation ; 5 Deſpai urns away the Eyc from © our 'De 5 
verer, and fixes it upqn Miſery as remedileſs and 5 
4. How comes it to paſs thar Men are not always der the attual fear of Death, but 
ſubſet to the Revolutions of it all their Lives ? hu ; 
The Seeds of this Fear are hid in the guilty Breaſts of Men, and at times, ef 
their Calamities, break forth and kindle upon them. In their Leiſure and Retirement, in- 
tercurrent thoughts of Death 'and Sul ment ſting them by fits, and make them uneaſy. 
The flaſhes of Conſcience, like moments of Li htning, ſtartle them, but they relapſe i 4 
to their habitual ſtupidity. And the accouut of it will be clear, by conLdering | the follow- | 
Ing particulars, '- | 
1. Menare apt to flatter thernſelves with the hopes of long Life, and look u 
at a great diſtance. . Tho there be a dying diſpoſition in the youngeſ and ſtrongeſt Perſons, - 
tho we live in a World of Caſualties, and'Death lie in 'ambuſh to ſurprize us every day, 
yet WE Are ſecure; becauſe Evils affeCt us —_— . g to their TORT nearnels, - A pet- 
ty 
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Milian, 


ty Conſtable that is troubleſom and vexatious, is more fear'd by his Neighbours, than the 


_ Grand Signior with all his Executioners. As remote ObjeQs, tho of valt bigneſs, are lef- 


ſea'd ro our ſight ; ſothrough the ſuppoſed interyal of many _ Death is look'd on with 
a ditninution of gs Terror. But when Death preſents it ſelf before Men ready to diſpatch 
them, how formidable is its appearance ! Sa, tho renowned for his Valour, yet when 
he underſtood by Revelation, that to marrow he and his Sons ſhould be in the ſtate of the 
Dead, there was no ſtrength in him, but he fell traitway all along on the Earth ; 1 Sam. 28. 


ſtruck through with fear before he was wounded by. the Arrows of the Philiſtines, * Bel- 


ſh4azzer inthe midit of his luxury and jallity, attended with a thouſand Lords, and his Herd 
_ of Concabines, Dan. 5. 1, 2, 3, 4 inflam'd with Wine, and therefore leſs capable of fear, 


et.upon-the (ſight of the fatal Hand writing onthe Wall a few unknown CharaQters, which 
bon guilty Conſcience ( before the Prophet Dayiel came) interpreted to be the Sentence 
of preſent Death, how fearfully was his Countenance changed pale as a Carcaſs? How 
ſuddenly did his Blood congeal, and his warmeſt quickeſt Spirits die in his Heart ? His whole 
ody was ſeizediby ſuch a vehement trembling, that his Joints were looſed, and his Knees 
ſmote one againſt another. - This is a repreſentatioa--of thoſe who bid defiance to Death at 
a diftance : but when the fatal Hour is come, and they hear the Sentence decreed againſt 
them, God has pumbred thy days, and finiſh'd them ; thou art weighed inthe balance, (all thy 
Words and Attions, thy Thoughts and AﬀeQtions) avd art found wanting ; and thy Soul 
ſhall be d#vided from thy Body, the one ſent to Hell to ſuffer the undying Worm of Conſci- 
ence, the other to the Grave, to be a Prey to the Worms of Corruption; how are they 


- overcome with horror ! 


2. The continual ſugcefſion of the pleaſures and buſineſs of the World divert the Mind 


fromthe attentive ſtrong contemplation of Death, and the Conſequences of it. Penſive 


hts are unwelcome, and we {tudioufly endeavour to cancel the memory of ſuch things 


- : 


as us. ?Tis ſaid of the Wicked, that God is mot in all their Thoughts, The conſ1- 


. deration of the holy InſpeQor and Judg of their Attions is tormenting, therefore they fill 

' their Minds with Earthly Imaginations, to exclude the Divine Prefence. We read of 
thoſe, whotogur og ages Day, rhaunted to the ſound of the Viol, end dPank Wine in 

. Rawls, Amas 6,3, 4 They are rock'd alleep with the motion of phantaſtick Vanities. 
And Sleep takes away Fear, but gives no ſafety. *Tis recorded of Marias, that after his 
Overthrow by $Sz14, he was always in conſternation, as if he heard the ſound of the Trum- 


pets, and the norſe of the victorious Army purſuing him : And his Fears were no longer 

iet than whilſt charm'd with Wine and Sleep ; he therefore was continually drunk, that 

might forget himſelf, his Enemy, and his Danger. Thus Men make a pitiful ſhift to 

forget their latter end ; and whilſt they are following either ſecular affairs, or ſenſual plea- 

ſures, are unconcerned for what is to be hereafter. But this diverſion will ſhortly be at an 

end, for in their languiſki ' hours, when the waſted Body fails the carnal Mind, and ſen- 
aps 


ſal Deſires fail t 
terrible, and like the rigid ExaQtor in the Parable that took his Debtor by the throat, re- 


- quires them to pay what they owe. 


' 4. Some are ſo hardned 1n Infidelity, that the Powers of the world to come make no 
Impreſſion on their Hearts. They mind but little, and are leſs affteted with inviſible 
things. They fortify themſelves with groſs Thoughts, that the Spirit of Man vaniſhes 
with his Breath, that Death is the end ot this Life, and not the beginning of another, - and 
feed without Fear. Place one in the midſt of deftruftive Evils, but unſeen or not believed, 
and he is as fearleſs as a blind perſon walking on the brink of a deep pit. Indeed there are 
none leſs diſturbed with the Terors of Death, than the eminently Good, or the extremely 
Bad : for the one ſort have a bleſſed Hope that Death will be to them an entrance into Life, 
and live like the Angels, with « Joy ps hh and glorious, The others are as ſenſual and 
ſecure as the Beaſts that periſh, having extinguiſh'd the fear of eternal future Evils, which 


'5 the pro x patios of Reaſon. The Apoltle declares, That knowing the Terror of the Lord, - 


we perſw en to be reconciÞd to him, before the Seaſon of Mercy be expired. 2 Cor. 5. 11. 
But thoſe who have ſuppreſs'd the natural Notions of Eternal Judgment, as they think it be- 
neath their Wiſdom to be perſwaded by the Promiſes of Heaven, ſo beneath their Courage 
to be terrified with the Threatnings of Hell, and triumph over the Ruins of Conſcience. 
To. though wicked Infidels light the Threatnings, they ſhall not eſcape the Vengeance of 

We read of Noah, That being warned of God of things not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, he 
prepared an Ark for the ſaving of his . Heb. x1. His Fear was the native iffue of his 
Faith, But the profane World, in whom Senſe was predominant, that deſpiſed che Oracle, 
and trembled at no Judgmenes but what were ating on the viſible Stage, they ate end drank, 
married and were given is marriage, till ſwept away by theunfeared Inundation. We no 
ik | | that 


en Conſcience that ſpoke with a.low Voice before, is loud and 


ne  Sw——_— 


Chap. II 


that Loz being certified by an embaſſy of a 6s that a Deluge” of Fire" would in a few 
hours pour down from Heaven upon Sodom, he moſt earneſtly follicited his Sons in'Law, 
Ariſe, depart out of this Place, for the Lord will deſtroy this City : but they entertained his 
compaſſionate Advice with deriſion, he ſeemed to them as one that mocked, and were ſurpriſed 
by thoſe fearful Flames that diſpatcl'd them from a Temiporal Hell to that which is Eter- 
nal. Thus *twas prophelſied, That in the laſt days there ſhall come Scoffers, walking after their 
own Luſts, and ſaying, Where is the Promiſe of his coming ? But let them blaſ] heme and 
| ſcorn the moſt ſacred and terrible Truths, Tet them perpetuate their exceſs of Riot, and 
| wild Mirth while they live ; Death will come, and Judgment as ſure as Death. 


[ 


of DEATH. 455; 


CHAP. II. 


How the Death of Chriſt frees us from the tormenting ſear of Death, ' By dying he paid 
our ranſom to the injured Juſtice of God, and deprives Satan of the Legal Power be 
E” had over us. His Death is our Redemption from the Curſe of Death. It makes 
Death a bleſſed advantage to Believers. The Happineſs obtained by Death unfolded. 
| It frees the Saints from afflifting evils, and ſm the cauſe of them. The bipheſt po- 
| ftive good obtained by Death. ore 09116 hors 


Hl. m_ _ to ſhew how the Death of Chriſt frees us from the tormenting fear 
of Death. 13 * 


| Fer the clearing this, we are to conſider, that Sin, Satan and Death, are Enemies in 
combination againſt Man in his Mortal State; and the deſtruQtive power of Satan, and 
Death, is from Sin. When Man renounced his Creator and'natural Lord, he was judici= - 
ally given up to Satin as the Executioner of Vengeance; and to the Power of Death. -' Suck 
is the Order, rather the Confuſion in the World by Sin. The Empire of Satan and Death is 
built on the Ruins of our Innocence. +: - k RD b STATE ITT BOLIOS 
Now the Son of God came from his Throne m Heaven to deliver us : And whereas there 
are. two ways of obtaining freedom from Captivity, either by Ranſom; or by Power and 
| Reſcue, in both reſpeQts our deliverance from:Bondage totheſe Capital Enemies, is aſcribed 
| to the Death of Chriſt. | 15210] 7 DAU. 314 ITO | 
| *Tis called our Ranſom, and that in its ſtrit Notion has a reſpett to Captivity { There is 
| one God, and one Mediator between God and man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus ; who gave himſelf « 
3 Ranjom for all, x Tim.2.6. His Life was the full price of our Liberty and Salyation. ' Got 
does not pardon Sin, and releaſe from Puniſhment by a pure abſolute AR of his Willand 
_ Authority, as a Creditor forgives a Debtor ; but in ſuch a way as tox o the Rights of 
Juſtice inviolate. Therefore when Man was devoted to Death, our Redeemer exchang'd -- 


mility were conſpicuous, as to be a valua 
as | | | 


an uſurpation upon God's Right in Man that can never be extinguiſh'd,  *Tis faid bythe - - 
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__— © mvnans Chap. UII. 


ſuffering Saviour 7 Go the Wrath of God, and broke the Powers of Darkneſs, The 


Wiſdom and Love of God had their Deſigns in his Death, as well as the Malice and Rage of 
Satan ; as Lines, that are oppoſite in the Circumference, meet in the Centre. | 
And as from the Tyranny of Satan, ſo the Death of our Redeemer is our redemption 


from Death, asto the Curſe and final Dominionof it ; nay, has madeit a bleſſed advantage | 


tO US, 


x1. The Curſe js removed, Death conſidered as the Wages'of Sin, is all ſting and poiſon, 
the conſequent of the ſpiritual Death, and the introduQiion to eternal Death. The ſting of 
Death is Sin, and the ; Arie” of Sin is the Law. x Cor. 15. Death hath its wounding 
Power from Sin, and Sin from the Law, that forbids it, that diſcovers its Nature, and en- 
hances the meaſure of its Guilt, and denounces condemnation for it. Now our Saviour 
having in our ſtead ſubjeted himſelf to Death, the | gorge of the Law for Sin, There is 
no condemnation to thoſe that are in Chriſt Jeſus. C 4's ath redeemed us from the Curſe of the 
Law, being made a Curſe for us, Gal. 3. Death inflited on the Saints, has not that relation 
to the guilt of Sin, as to be properly fatisfaCtion to revenging Juſtice, There are no petty 


payments to be made by our Sufferings after his compleat SatisfaQtion to God. The Lord 
laid on him the Iniquities of as all. Tfa. 53. 


_ ?Tis indeed Rtill a declaration of God*s holy diſpleaſure againſt Sin, for that. originally 


oped the way. of its coming into the World ; and ſometimes by the immaturity or man- 
ner of it, *tis a chaſtiſement upon good Men for Sin ; that is, to make them renew their 
Repentan&e, and mortifie their carnal Aﬀetions that faſten them to the World. For 
though after the laſt a of Expiration there is no place for Repentance ; yet in the ap- 
proaches of Death, the Soul is ſtrongly excited by the Call of God to review its State, and 
make ſolemn preparation to be found of him in Peace. But *tis not in a ſtrift ſenſe the male- 
diction and vengeance of the Law executed upon them. The Serpent is turn'd into a Rod 
of Correction in the bands of our Heavenly Father for their good. Heb. 12, As the 
Apoſtle, ſpeaking of ſome that for their profaning the Lord's Table, were fallen aſleep, adds, 
that when we are judged, we are chaſtened of the Lord, that we may not be condemned with the 
World. 1 Cor. 10.33. Believer ſhall not be hart of the ſecond Death. Rev. 2. 

| From hence it is, that in the Book of Life, the Scriptures, the Death of the Saints is 
called « Sleep. Saint Paal argues, If we believed that Jeſs died and roſe agein; even ſo them 
alſo that fleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him. 1 Theſl, 4. 14. *Tis obſervable how the 
Apoſtle varies the expreſſion, Fe Gs Bed, and tht Saints fleep in him : for he ſuſtained Death 
Annon longe with all its Terrors, that it might be a calm Sleep to his People. They o_ as perfeQ a 


Guano eſt in the Beds of Duſt, as ever in the ſofteſt Down. Stephen in the midft of a ſhower 


em torum Of Stones fel] aſleep. Beltevers die in Peace. The Rrghteous is taken from the Evil to come; 


pro nobis age- he enters into Peace. Ta. 57. 1, 2. Being reconciled to God through the Blood of Chriſt, 
modo paſſio EY. Are Not terrified at his Call, but with ſweet tranquillity reſign their Souls uato him. 
corporis, ſed Lord, wow let thy Servant depart in Peace, for my Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. Luke 2. 
hag There is a vaſt difference in God's account, between the Death of the Righteous and the 
nobis facerer? Wicked... As'the Tabernacle in the Wilderneſs was taken down with care upon their 
+26 Dh change of "tation, : and delivered to the Lewires Tharge, in order to the raiſing of it again 
nihilominus = WKR DOnOUr; but the Houſe incurably infeted' with the Leproſy, was pluck?d down with 
| = dario yidlence, andthrown into an unclean place with execration : 'Thus zhe death of the Saints is 
woe 101.ae Preaous in the fight of 'the Lord, their Bodies are kept in the boſom of the Earth, to beraifed 
& radiumala- 18 G1Ory 3 and the death of the Wicked is accurs'd. In ſhore, as the Wood that Moſes caſt 
ces, & rurbe- 1nit0.the Waters of . Marah, by a miraculous virtue ſweetned them : ſo the Croſs of Chriſt 
cnn & deſo- as taken away the malignity and bitterneſs of Death. 


latio conſola- = 2: Death is 4 þleſſted advantage, and enriching Gaziz to a Believer : it brings kim to che 
os 1-0 5, Poſſeſſion of that Good that incomparably exceeds the Evil that remains in it. For the 
Andr. death of a Saint is not total ; but as in the Ceremony of Purification from Leproſy, one 
Burd was killed, and the other let fly in the open Air, the myſterious ſhadow vf the Lepers 

being reſtored t0 a ſtate of Liberty : Thus whey the Body tes and returns to the Karth, the 

Bpirut returns to God, the Father of Spirits, and Fountain of life, Our Swiour toldrhe Jews, 

478 the __ Bread that came down from Heaven: if any Man tat of this Bread, he ſhall live 

for ever ; and the Bread that Imwill gove #5 my Heb, #bat 1 will give for the Life of the Work. 

Jolin 6. 45. The Heavenly Divine Life, that 15: communicated by the Spirit of Chriſt #0 

Believers, ;remains entire when-the ſenſitive Life is loſt. The natural Ocder is, Theres « 

+ Dies ite F670 #0 be born, and a timeto die ; the ſupernatural is, there is a timeto dic, und a time.y0 be 
quem ru ran» born, The Deathot a Saint is a * new Birth ; the pains of the dying Body ave as Throws, 


das, Zrerni na- Saint after 
galis eſt, Senec. 


quam fupre- whereby the ripen'd Soul is delivered into the Land of the Living, The happineſs of & 
Death, 


More particularly will appear by conſidering ; 
ho ;. The 


\ 


Chap. III of DEATH. _ 4271 


x1. The freedom he obtains from all afflicting Evils that are numberleſs here, and from 
Sin the worſt in its nature, and thecaule of all the reſt. The preſent World. is a Labyrinth 
of Thorns, inevery ſtate we meet with ſomething to vex us.' You may as well count the 
Waves of the Sea when inraged by a Tempeſt, as the Troubles to which in this. mortal 
open ſtate weare expos'd, Man that is born of a Woman is þ Zain days, and full of Trouble, 
Job 14. 1. A ſhort Life, and many Miferies. O our unhappy Capacity! the Body js + © - 
liable to as many Diſeaſes, as there are Members ; and the Soul to as many. Perplexities as oppo 
Paſſions, How often are the Scenes and Habits chang'd in the time of one Man ? He that tam, ditacatur 
lives in Pleaſures, muſt at the Mourners part, Oar ſweeteſt Comforts have hidden Stings : agg 44 miſcriam. 
whatever is moſt pleaſing, may occaſion bitter grief. And uſually holy Men have a grea- 
ter portion of AfMitions here : ſometimes by the malignity and: violence of the Wicked; 
as under the Law, the Lamb and the Dove were Sacrifices, the Emblems of Innocence, 
and Purity, and Meckneſs, whilſtthe Vulture and the Lion, the greedy devourers, eſcaped, 
The Apoltle declares of the EleQ, They are predeſtinated to be colrwal £0 the Image of God's 
Son, who trac'd out the Way to Heaven in his own Blood, and. by the Croſs aſcended to 
the Throne, Sometimes more immediately Divine Providence afflits them'to preſerve 
their Spirits from the tainted Pleaſures of the World, and for other holy Eads © but there - 
is a Reſt for the People of God in Heaven, Belides, there are_Relicks of Sin. io the beſt of 
the Saints here. .Indeed Sin is depos'd from Sovereignty and Rule ; the: imperjous Luſts are 
crucified, but not quite expird. Asthoſe that were naiPd to the Croſs in their Hands and 
Feet, the parts leaſt vital and moſt ſenſible, died a painful hngriog Death. Stul;che Fleſh 
luſts againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, As there is a complexion of Humours | 
in humane Bodies, always jarring when they are in the ſoundeſt Health ; and where there 
is not this aQtive contrariety, either the Body ' 1s without a Soul, a mere Carcaſs, 
or a glorified Body in Heaven: So where there is not this internal Combat be». 
tween Grace and Sin, either the Man is wholly | carnal, dead in Sins 4ud TNF | cons ho- 
or wholly ſpiritual, reigning in Heaven. And there is nothing more works on the. ten+ ure 
der Aﬀe&tions of a Saint, than to find in himſelf whar is diſpkeaſing to God ; that Rill fibit habenc 
he is under a ſad neceſfity of finning. What is faid concerning an old Man waſted and de, {pirirw ii | 
cayed in his drooping Years, that the Greſhopper is « burden to bim, is true of the new Man *** infdeles 


%” F< 


| | . YE F321 finc regenera- 
in a Chriſtian ; the Sins that are counted light in the valuation of the Warld, are a heay' +" 


tione, Aut 

weight to him. Vain Thoughts, idle Words, irregular Pafſions, unprofitable Aftions are oo one na 

motives of heart-breaking Sorrow, Now Death is to a Believer an univerſal Remedy > 50mg "= 

againſt all the Evils of this Life : it frees him from all Injuries and Suffering, | and from Sin func fandii ; 

in all its degrees, /from all inclinations and temptations to it. He tht is dead, craſeth from (1m 

Sin, Death is the paſſage from this Wildernefs to the true Cavzan, the Reft above, that fruuntur pace 

flows with better Milk and Honey, with Innocence and 5 =" far ever, There is _ pa 

nothing can diſturb the Peace, or corrupt the Purity of the Bleſſed,  . __ flies, - 
3. Beſides the privative advantage, the freedom from all the Effe&ts of God's diſpleaſure; pareions. li 

and the reſentments of it, there is the higheſt poſitive Good obtained by Death ; The Spirits .& per Spiri. 

of juſt Men are made perfeit in Heaveu, The Soul is the Glory of Man, and Grace is the any oli and 

Glory of the Soul, and bothare then'in their Exaltation. All the Faculties of the Soul are in Chriſto. 

rais'd to the higheſt degrees of Natural and Divine PerfeQtion. In this Lite Grace renews Tf 

the Faculties, but does not elevate them to their higheſt pitch : it does not make a mean 

Underſtanding pregnant, nor a frail Memory ftrong, nor a flow Tongue eloquecit, but 

ſanQifies them as they are. Byt when the'Soul is releas'd from this dark Body of Earth, 

the Underſtanding is clear and quick, the Memory firm, the Will and AﬀeQions ardent 

and vigorous. And they are enrich'd with Divine Light and Love, and Power, that makes 

them ht for the moſt noble and heavenly Operations.” The. Lineaments of Gods Image on 

the Soul are firſt drawn here, but then it receives his laſt Hand... All the Celeſtial Colours 

argadded, to give the utmoſt life and luſtre to it, Here we are advancing, but by Death 

we arrive at Perfe&ion. | ob Oes th | 


b 


. We ſhall in Heaven be join'd to the Aſſembly of Saints and Anpels, our beft Friends. 
Love is the Law of that Kingdom, and perfeAly obeyed there. Now haw tharming is 
the Converſation of one that is wiſe and holy, eſpecially if the ſweetneſs of Afﬀability be 
in his Temper ? How ET} does Time {lide away in the. company of our beloved 
Friends? We ET AY is flight. Bit what dear ſarigfaQtion is Jt tobe uniced to 
that clibſerr conſecrated: Society above, who love one another as themſehves ? Though the An- 
gelsand Saints have different degreesof Glory, yet every one js perfeCily happy and pleaſed, 


dion ſtrings of. .an Ipſtrument, differ in the. ſize, and ſotnd :"ſorne are {harp and high; 


ofthe prave and deep,others a mean; and from thit variety reſults the Harmony of Muſick; 
H hat if every Riad Judgtient and EleQtiqn, it would By ſero be what it is: fo from 
the dirent degrees of Glory in Heaveti, the moſt ainiable and equal Order of che Divine - 
Wiſdom appears, that ſatisfies every one, TOs We 


—— 


ti 
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tate of: Death for a time. 


Providence of , God, than that as by Sin Man was at firſt made ſubj 


x tle. Re. - — 


We ſhall be in the glorious Preſence of God and Chriſt, where 7s fwineſs of Foy, and infinite 
Pleaſures for ever. ?Tis ſaid of Abraham, he rejoic'd to fee the Day of Chriſt, two thouſand: 
Years before his coming. When by Faith he faw the Incarnation of the Son of God, in or- 
der to the redemption of Men, it put himinto an extaſy. Yet then our Saviour was born 
to Sorrows and Miſeries. But how raviſhing is the ſight of our Redeemer, ſer down 07 the 
right Hand of the Majeſty on high, having' purged our Sins by himſelf, and accompliſh'd our 
Salvation ? Now weare abſent from Goa, yetin believing his infallible Promiſes, we rejoice 
with a Joy unſpeckable and glorious : But how much more joyful is the iruition of them ? 
Here the Divine Goodneſs 1s derived to us through ſecondary means, that weaken its eff- 
cacy ; but in Heaven the Conſolations of the Creator are moſt purely diſpenſed, and his im- 
mediate Excellencies are made knowh. . | vo 

This Bleſſedneſs exceeds all our Thoughts and explicite Deſires, and requires the elo- 
quence and experienceof an Angelto ſet it forth. The bright Sum of it is this, We ſhall 
{ee God in his Glory, face to face, 1 Cor. 13. in the moſt perfect manner: the ſight of his 
Glory ſhall transform us into his Likeneſs ; we ſball be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 
x Joh. 3. This ſhall produce in us the moſt pure and ardent Love; and Love ſhall be at- 
tended with inexpreſſible Joy, and that with the higheſt Praiſes of the bleſſed God, whoſe 
influxive Preſence is the Heaven of Heavens. 


© © And that which crowns all is, that the Life above is Eternal. This fatisfies all our De- 


ſires, and excludes all our Fears : for Unchangeableneſs is an inſeparable Attribute of per- 
fe& Felicity. The Blefled are in full Communion with God, the Fountain of Life, and 
Chriſt the Prince of Life. Becauſe T live, ſaith our Saviour, ye ſhall live alſo. What can 
interrupt, much leſs put an end to the Happineſs of the Saints ? The Love of God is im- 
mutably fix'd upon them, and their Love upon him. Here their Love is ſubjef to decays 
and gradual alienations ; as the Needle in the Compaſs, though it always has a tendency 
to the North-Pole, yet ſometimes it declines and has its variations. But in Heaven the 
Love of the Saints 1s dire&tly and conſtantly ſet upon God. The Light of his Countenance 
governs all their AﬀeQions. *Tis as impoſhble to divert their Deſires from him, as to cauſe 
one that is inflam'd with Thirſt, to leave a clear flowing Spring for a noifom Puddle. In 
ſhort, Heaven is filled with eternal Halelajahs : for there isno appearance of Sin, no ſha- 
dow of Death there : all Miſeries are varuſh'd, and all that is defirable is poſſeſs*d by the 
Saints : the Circle of their Employmear 1s to enjoy and praiſe the Divine Goodneſs for 
ever. | 

Now is not the bleſſed Exchange a Chrifltan makes of the preſent Life, for that which 
is infinitely better, ſufficient to make Death not fearful, nay deſirable to him ? The regu- 
lar wellgrounded hope of this will compoſe the thoughts in the neareſt approach and appre- 
henſion of Death : Noother Principles or Reſolutions are able to vanquiſh the Terrors of 


_ ourlaſt Enemy, And this Happineſs was purchas'd for us by the everlaſting Treaſure of 


our Saviour's Blood, The SatisfaQtion of his Sufferings was meritorious, as the Merit of his 
aQtive Obedience wH ſatisfying. 7 2s 


A *—————__ id - A —_c cu 
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CHAP. IV. 


The Reaſons why Believers dye, and are in the ſtate of Death for a time, notwithſtand- 
© ing the ſting of Death is taken away. Sinis aboliſht by Death. Their Graces are 
eminently exerciſed in the encounter with the laſt Enemy. The Natural Body is not 
capable of the Celeſtial "Life, The Reſurreftion of the Saints is delayed till the com- 
ing of (briſt. The Reſurreftion proved from Revelation ; and the. poſſibility Hd it 
by Reaſon. How the Reſurreftion of : Chriſt is art aſſurance of the bappy Reſur- 

_ reftion of the Saints, oy | TWYETiI7 


_ -I'DEforel proceed to the third Head, I ſhall reſolve a Queition, How it comes to paſs, 
t 


| Þ fince Believers are freed from the Sting of Death, that they die, and remain in the 


- For this there are ſeveral Reaſons. Bode fone, 

By this meansall the ſinful Frailties that cleave to the Saints in this Life, are aboliſh'd. 

The Body is dead: becaaſe of Sin : Rom. 8. And what is more becoming the wiſe and holy 
jolt to Death, fo b 


o Death 


Chan = : Of D EAT H. 


Death Sin dies eatirely for ever.. ' Thus, as in Sampſoxs Riddle, Out of the Devourer comes 
Meat; and our worſt Eneruy: is; conquer'd by his own Weapons. : : | 
2. Death is continued to the Saints, 'for the more emincat Exerciſe and Illuſtration of. 
their Graces, for the Glory of God, and in order to their future Reward. 84 
* Faith and Love, and Patience, are declared in their moſt powerful Opera-  *+ pcrerat aurem Chriſtus etiam 
tions in our Encounter with Death. . If om Saint were viſibly and entire- hoc donare credentibus, ur nec 
ly tranſlated to Heaven, after a ſhort courſe of Holy Obedience; if the [7 @perirencur corporis ral 
Wicked did viſibly drop down quick into Hell; Faith would be reſigned to dam feelicicas adderetur,miauererur 
Sight here; This would confound the Militant State of the Church with _ fortuna Sc 
the Triumphant. *Therefore now Death happens to the Good as well as to qui crederene f non morieures ? 
the Wicked, In the next State they ſhall be ſeparated by a vaſt Gulph, and Quanto eſt majus quanto forcius 
an amazing Difference, Now Faith, "whatever the kind of Death be that arp MON crodere, ue 
a Chriſtian ſuffers, ſees through the thickeſt Clouds of Diſgrace and Miſe- rum ? Aug. de pece. Mort. 
ry, the glorious Iſſue. As the illuſtrious Confefſor, who was crucified with © 2- 
our Saviour, proclaim'd his Eternal Kingdom in the midſt of inſulting ' 
| Infidels. And our Love to God then appears 1n its Radiancy and Vigour, when we are 
ready for the Teſtimony of his Truth, and advancing his Glory, to ſuffer a violent Death : 
or when it comes in a gentler manner, for *tis even then terrible to Nature, we are willing] 
ſubje& to Diſſolution, that we may be united to God in Heaven. And our Patience has ne- 
ver its perfe# Work, andis truly viQtorious, till this laſt Enemy be ſubdued. Death is the 
Seal of our Conſtancy and Perſeverance. Now the righteous Rewarder will crown none but 
thoſe that ſtrive lawfally, and are compleat Conquerors. And how wiſe and ſweet is the Oe- Exercitia no- 
conomy of the Divine Providence in this, that the Frailty of our Nature ſhould afford ug fir, non 
a _— of IS God, and of entitling our ſelves by his moſt gracious Promiſes to a rims forritu- 
bleſſed Reward : Lis | : 
3. Our Saviour by his unvaluable Obedience and Sufferings, has procur*d for Believers I =) 
a Celeſtial Divine Life, of which the natural Body is not capable. The Apoſtle faith, Flſb ran ad core: 
and Blood cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. The _— and decays of the ſenſi 12% oF: 
tive Nature require a continual Relief by Food and Sleepand other material Supplies : but © — 
the Lifeabove pinion Bern, and equal to that of the _— Therefore till this earth- 
ly Animal Body be reformed and purified, *tis not capable of the Glory referv'd in Heavea. 
This is ſo abſolutely requiſite, that thoſe Belieyers, who are found alive at the laſt Day, 
ſhall iz the twinkling of an Eye be changed, that they may be qualified for it. Now herein 
the Wiſdom of God is wonderful, that Death, which by the Covenant of Works was the 
deſerved Penalty of Sin, by the Covenant of Grace {hould be the Inftrument of Immortas 
liry : That as Joſeph by a ſurpriſing Circuit was brought from the Priſon to the Principali- 
ty ; ſoa Believer by the Grave aſcends to Heaven. This the Apoſtle, in his Divine Diſpu- 
cation againſt Infidels, proves in a moſt convincing manner ; Thow Fool, that which thoa 
Soweſt, is not quickned except it die. As the rotting of the Corn in the Barth is neceflary to 
the reviving and ſpringing of it up: ſo we muſt die, and the Image #f the Earthly Adam 
be aboliſh'd, that we oy be transformed into the Imageof the Heavenly One. 
And to the other part of the Queſtion, Why the Saints remain in the ſtate of Death for a 
| time? there is a clear Anſwer. The ReſurreCtion of the Saints is delayed cill Chriit*'s comin 
| to Judgment, partly for the Glory of his Mpearance: For what an admirable Sight will it 
| be, that the Saints of all Ages ſhall at once ariſe glorified and immortalized, toattend upon 
our Saviour in the laſt Att of his Regal Office, and then to make a triumphant Entry.with 
him into Heaven ? And partly, that theeſtabliffd order of Providence may not be difturb- 
ed; for the changing of our Nature into Glory, in a ſudden and inexplicable manner, can- 
not be without miraculous Power ; and if every Believer preſently after Death, were in 
hisglorified Body tranſlated to Heaven, the World would be always filled with Miracles, 
which were to teaſe after the ſufficient Confirmation of the Goſpel by them. But how 
long ſoever the Interval be to the RefurreQion, it ſhall be with chews that fleep in Feſus, 
| as *tis with thoſe that awake out of a quiet Natural Sleep, to whom the longeſt Night 
ſeems but as a Moment : ſo when the Saints firſt awake from Death, in the great Morning 
-: the World, a thouſand Years will ſeem no more to them than to God himſelf, bat as one 
ay. | 
I now come to prove the third thing, That our Saviour will aboliſh the dominion of 
Death over the Saints. Ho & M1 Es 
Whilſt the Bodies of the Saints remain in the Grave, they ſeem to be abſolutely under 
the Power of Death. The world is a Golgoths, filld with the Monuments of its Viftories. 
And it may-be-faid to this our laſt Enemy, in the words of the Prophet to the bloody 
King, Haſt thou killed, and taken poſſeſſion? But we are aſſurd by an infallible Word, that 
the Power of Death ſhall be aboliſh'd, and the Bogles of the Saints be reviv'd incorruptible 


and immortal. 8 _ The 
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430 of DEATH Chap IV. 


"The ReſurreCtion isa Terra incognita to the wiſeſt Heathens; a DoQrine: peculiar to the 
Goſpel: ſome glimmerings they had ofthe Souls Immortality, without which all Virtue had 

| been extinguiſl'd in the World, but no conjeQture of the reviving of the Body. But Rea- 
ſon aſſiſts Faith in this point, both as to the Will of God, and his Power for the performing 
ic. I will glance upon the Natural Reaſons that induce: the conſidering Mind to receive 


this DoQrine, and more largely ſhew how-the Reſurreition of the Fuſs is aſſured by our 


Redeemer. 

1. The Divine Laws are the Rule of Duty to the entire "Man, and not to the Soul only : 
and they are obeyed or violated by the Soul and Body in conjunCtion. Theretore there 
muſt be a Reſurre&ion of the Body, that theentire Perſon may be capable of Recompences 
in Judgment. The Soul deſigns, the Body executes : the Senſes are the open Ports to ad- 
mit#Temptations. Carnal AﬀeQtions deprave the Soul, corrupt the Mind, and miſlead it. 
The Love of Sin is founded ix bono jacundo, in ſenſible Pleaſures : and the Members are the 
Servants of Iniquity. The Heart 1s the Fountain of Prophaneneſs, and the Tongue ex- 
preſſes it. And the Body is obſequiousto the Holy Soul in doing or ſuffering for God ; and 
denies its ſenſual Appetites and Satisfa&tions. in compliance with Reaſon and-Grace. The 
Members are the Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs. It follows then there will be an univerſal Re- 
ſurreQion, that the rewarding Goodneſs 'of God may appear in making the Bodies of his 
Servants gloriouſly happy with their Souls, .and their Souls compleatly happy in union with 
their Bodies, to which they have a natural Inclination, and his ab wes Juſtice be manifeſt 
in puniſhing the Bodies of the Wicked with.eternal 'Torments anſwerable to their guilt. 

| And of the Poflibility of the ReſurreQion, the circular and continual production of 
things in the World, isa clear demonſtration of the Power of God for that effect. There 
15 a pregnant Inſtance that our Saviour and the Apoſtle made uſe of as an Image of the Re- 
ſurreQton : A Grain of Corn ſowed in the Earth, corrupts and dies, and after ſprings up 
entire ; its Death is a diſpoſition to Life. ' The Eſſays of God's Power 'in the Works of re- 
turning Nature, Flowers and Fruits in their ſeaſon, inſtruQt us how eafily he can make 
thoſe that are in the Duſt to awake to Life. If the Art of Man, whoſe Power, and Skill 


are very narrow and limited, can refine Gold and Silver to ſuch a Luſtre, as if their mat- _ 


+ Nomen ter-ter were not + Earth digged out of the Mines: If from black Cinders it. can form Chryſtal 
rz in igni re- Glaſſes ſo clear and ſhining, how much more can Omnipotency recompaCt our Duſt, 'and 
"> reanimateit with a glorious Life? Death that difſolves our vital Frame does not abotiſh the 
matter of our Bodies: and tho tis corrupted and changed by a thouſand accidents, yet *tis 
unperiſhing ; and under whatſoever Colours and Figures it appears, God perfeQly diſcerns, 

and will ſeparate it for its proper uſe. 
More particularly, I will ſhew how the ReſurreQion of Chriſt is an aſſurance of the 


Fil, 


Reſurrection of Believers to Glory. As our Surety he was under the arreſt of Death ; it 


becoming the holy Majeſty of God, and conducing to the ends of his Government, not to 
derogate from the dignity of his Law, but to lay the penalty upon his Son, who interpoſed 
for us. Now having finiſh'd the Work of our Redemption by his Sufferings, his Reſur- 
rection was the juſt conſequent of his Paſſion. And *tis obſervable that his ReſurreQion, 
tho one entire Aft, is aſcribed as to himſelf, ſo to his Father, Rom. 1. 11. by whoſe con- 
ſent and concurrence he roſe again. Therefore ?cis ſaid, Whom God raiſed up, having looſed 
_ the Pains of Death, ſince it was impoſſible he ſhould be holden by it, AQts 2. 24. *T was natu- 
rally impoſſible uponthe account of the Divine Power inherent in his Perſon, and legally 
impoſſible, becauſe Divine Juſtice required that he ſhould be raiſed to Life ; partly to vin- 
dicate his Innocence, for he was reputed, and ſuffered as a MalefaQor, and principally be- 
cauſe he had fully ſatisfied God. Accordingly the Apoſtle declares, he died for our Sins, and 
roſe again for our Juſtification, Rom. 4. Having paid our Debt, he was releas'd from the 
Grave, and the Diſcharge was moſt ſolemnly publiſh'd to the World. ?Tis therefore ſaid, 
the God of Peace raiſed him from the Dead: Heb. 13. the AQ is moſt congruoully aſcribed 
unto God inveſted with that Title, becauſe his Power was exerted in that glorious Work, 
aſter he was reconciled by the Blood of the Covenant, Briefly, Our Saviour's Viftory over 
Death was obtained by dying, his Triumph by riſing again. He foild our common Ene- 
my in his own Territories the Grave. His Death was a Counterpoiſon to Death it ſelf : as 
+ Qui ſibiipſe a bruiſed Scorpion is a + noble Antidote againſt its Venom. 
pulcherrimum Indeed his Death is incomparably a greater Wonder than his ReſurreQtion, For *tis ap- 
cum. Celſus, Parently more difficult that the Son of God, who originally poſſeſſes Immortality, ſhould 
die, than that the humane Body united to him, ſhould be raiſed to a glorious Life. It is 
more conceivable that God ſhould communicate to the humane Nature ſome of his Divine 
PerfeQtions, Impaſſibility, and Immortality, than that he ſhould ſubmit to our loweſt In- 
firmities, Sufferings and Death, i Gs 


* Now 


A 


} dforcis, & ignayum redinue parcere vitz; 


lible, that now they are ſaid to be raiſed ap together, and made to ſit in heavenly. Places in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Ephel. 2. 6. If his Victory over our Enemies had been imperfet, and he had 
ſaved himſelf with difficulty and hazard [| as it were by Fire] in the Apoſtle's expreſſion, 
our Redemption had not been accompliſh'd : But his Paſſion was triumphant ; and- is it 
conceivable that he ſhould leave the Saints, his own by ſo many dear. titles, under the 
Power of Death ? If Moſes, the Deliverer of 1/7ael from the Tyranny of Pharaoh, Exod. 
10. 26, would not ſuffer any thing of theirs, ot a» hoof to remain in the Houſe of Bon- 
dage; Will our great Redeemer be leſs perfeQ: in his Work? Shall our laſt Enemy always 
detain his Spoils, our Bodies, in the Grave? This would refle& upon his Love and Powee., 
*Tis recorded, to confirm our Hopes, how early his Power was diſplayed in forcing the 
Grave to relcaſe its chained Captives : And many Bodzes of Saints which p truly my and came 


| out of the Graves after his Reſurrettion, and went into the holy City, and appeared unto many. 


Mat. 27. 52,53. What better Earneſt can we:have, that the ſtrength of Death is bro- 
ken ? From what he has done to. what he is able to do, the Conſequence is clear. The 
Apoſtle tells us, He will raiſe our vile Bodies, and change them like unto his glorious Body, by 
that Power whereby he is able to ſubdge all things to himſelf. Phil. 3. 22. Our Redemption wil 
then be compleat, Rom. 8.23. and. all the:bitterneſs of Death paſt. The Redemption of 


_ theSoul is accompliſh'd from Sin and Miſery immediately after Death : but the Redempti- 


on of the Body is the laſt in order, and reſerved. to crown our Felicity at the Great Day: 
'Then Death [ball be ſidallowed ap in Viftory, 1 Cor. 15. aboliſh'd for ever. ©  — + 
And O the joyful reunion of. thoſe dear Relatives after ſuch a Divorce ! when the Body 
that was ſo long detained in the loathſom Grave, z Cor. ix ſhall be reformed with all 
glorious PerfeQions, and be a fit Inſtrument for tlie Soul, and partaker with it- in conſumn- 


mate Bleſſedneſs.and Immortality.  *Tis faid, that thoſe that wear , rith Clothing are in Kjngs 


Houſes : but what are all the Robes of coſtly Folly wherein earthly Courtiers appear, to 
the brightneſs and beauty of the Spiritual Body wherewith tlie Saints ſhall be clothed;'to ' 
ualify them for the Preſence of the King of Kings,” and to be ini his Houle. for ever ?: Bur 

the miſerable Condition of the Wicked in that, Day ! Death now breaks their Bodiesand 
Souls into an irreconcilable Enmity, and how {ad will their ConjunQtion be | The: Soul 
will accuſe the Body to have been S1ns Solicitor, continually tempting to Senſudilities ;'and 
the Body will uobeacd more than ever it allured the Soul; for its wicked Compliance : 
'Then the Sinner {hall be an entire Sacrifice burning, but tiever conſumed; © Mark g. . ' Now, 
from the aſſurance of a bleſſed Refſurre&ion by Chriſt, the forementioned Fear: of Death 
is conquered in Believers. If the DoQrine of the + Tranſmigratioci of. Sorils intoBodies 
(the invention of Pyzhagoras ) inſpired his Diſciples with that fiery vigour, 4s to eticounter 
the moſt preſent and apparent Dangers, being fearleſs to part with the Life that ſhould be 
reſtored ; how much more ſhould a Chriſtian with a holy Confidence receive Death, :know:s 
ing that the Life of his Body ſhall not be finally loſt, but renewed in a bleſſed Eternity? :: 
+ Faelices errote ſo quos ille timorum - _ 
Naximus, haud urger leri merus, inde rucndi 
In ferrum mens prona viris, animzq; capaces 
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CHAP: VY:\ 


The qualifications of Perſons conſidered, that have a right to this Privilege. Won 
with Chriſt the fountain of Eternal Life is abſolutely requiſite. The Vital bond of that 
Union is the Sanflifying Spirit. The eminent operations of the Spirit conſider'd, as 
the Spirit of Truth, and of Holineſs, and the Comforter. de illuminates the Vn- 
 derſtanding to ſee the reality and excellency of ſupernatural things. He mſpires the 
ardent Love of God. Divine Love is the principle of univerſal Holineſs. The Spirit 
communicates 'a Divine Power to do the will of God. 


HE fourth General to be conſidered, is, the Perſons that have an Intereſt in this 
_ bleſſed Privilege. Woes 


-* This Inquiry is of infinite moment, both for the awakening of the Secure, who vainl 


' } 
preſume upon their Intereſt in: the Salvation of the Goſpel,: and for the confirming and en- 


couraging the Saints. ' And we have an infallible rule of trial declared by St. John : He 
that hath the Son, hath-Life ; and he that hath not the Son, hath not Life. 1 John 5. 12. All 
the excellent and comfortable Benefits procur'd by our Saviour are communicated only to 
thoſe who are united to him; Particularly with reſpe&ttothe preſent SubjeR : Juſtification, 
that great Bleſſing of the Goſpel, the compleat Pardon of Sins, that diſarms Death of irs 


' Sting, is not common to all that are Chriſhans in title, but'is a Privilege with a limitation ; 


_ from their Labours, and their Works follow them. 


There is noCondemmnation to thoſe that are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 8. 1. vitally as their Head, 
from whom are derived ſpiritual Influences, and judicially as their Advocate a Thc 
and ſuch aredefcribed by this infallible CharaQter, who walk not after the Fleſh, 


oment; 
' after the 


Spirit. The Bleſſedneſs after Deaththat is aſſured | by-ai Voice from Heaven, is with this 


preciſe reſtrition excluſive of. all others, Bleſſed are thi Dead that dis in the Lord ; they reft 

Rev.14.13. The-glorious ReſurreQion at the 
laſt Day, when the Bodies of the Saints that *now reſt in Hope, ſhaf] be- incorruptible and 
immortal, is the - conſequerce: of Union: with him. - Fhus the Apoftle declares; As in 
Adam all die, fo'in Chriſt ſhall all be made elive. '1 Cor. x5. 22. As all that were naturally in 
and:from Adam,: the corrupt Fountain of Mankind, are under the ſentence of Death; ſo 


 allthatareinChrif, the Head of the Repgenerate, ſhall partake of his blefſed Life. + Others 


ſhall be raiſed by tis Power, as their-Judg,. but not as their Head: Rais'd'to be more mile- 
rable than Deathcan make tHem; 'not-be'transform*d intb-his glorious Reſemblance'; made 
capable of ſuffering an ever-dying Death, not revived to eternal Life, ' 
+: :Now the Bond of our Union to Chriſt, is the Holy Spirit'derived fromHim, as the-Henl 
of the Church, and 15:the. mward powerful and laſting Prinapleof Holineſs, and/Hew' Obe- 
dence in Believers. He thar:is jormed to: the Lord, is one Spirit : 1 Cor. 6. 17. thitis, 'by 
theSpirit-of- Holineſs has a-real/Participarion' of 'his Lifez®is' both 'quitkned and united to him. 
John 6. 36... 'Wheh the Propher -E&fbi by the outward applying the parts of: his Body to 
the-dead: Cluld}- 2:Xyngs 4.74. infpir'd Life linto/him;/ tthere-was no real 'Union-between 
them : but Chriſt is by his Spirie-f0o intimately united tb Believers, hut he Vives iy thiw nfl 
they in him, Gal..2. 20. The ſanifying!Spirit renews'the direfting and eoimmanding Fa- 
culties, the Fountains of moral-AQtions ; 'erilightens the'Uaderftandmg with-ſaving Know- 
ledg, reQtifies the Obliquity of the Will; purifies'the AﬀeRions, 'and' reforms the Eite3b 
aps a> ry Mind is in Chriftians as was in Chriſt ; aud us his Converſation was, ſuch is thivrs 
in the World, This Divine Change is not wrought by natural Reaſon, tho aſſiſted by the 
moſt powerſul Arguments. 'The Breath of a Man may. as-eafily-difpel a Miſt, or thaw a 
Froſt, as humane DireQtions and Motives to -Verme+ can renew the- Mind and Heart, and 
produce a holy frame of Soul towards God. 'Renewet Chriftiats trefaid ro be 7» the 
Spirit, luminated, inclined and enabled by the Spirit to do God's Will ; and the Spirit of 
God to dwell inthem, by his peculiar and eminent Operations. Tey live in the Spirit, and 
walk in the Spirit. An Angel may aſſume a Body, and a& by it : but the humane Soul en- | 
livens it, and performs ſenſible Operations by it. And ſuch a Principle is the Holy Spirit 

to the Soul, gives it ſpiritual Life, aQivity ;and power for good, Works. By what appli- 


cation of the Spirit's Power this is produc'd is myſterious and inexplicable : but as the Apoſtle 


ſpeaks of his Rapture into the third Heavens, that he knew it was real, and heard anuttera- 
ble things ; though how it was performed, whether in the Boay, or out of the Body, he could 
not tell : Thus when a natural Man, the current of whoſe Thoughts and Aﬀe&tions was 
to the things of this World, becomes ſpiritual, when the carnal Appetite is ſubdued, and 


ſanQified 


p ———— 
ſanQified Reaſon has the Throne, when he feels ſuch ſtrong and ſweet Impullives to Holi- 
neſs as engage the Will ; when the Stream of his Deſires aſcend to the things above, and 
his Life becomes Holy and Heavenly, he feels and knows this wonderful Change, though 
| the manner how it was wrought he cannot tell, I will ſhew more fully this ſanQiify ing 
 _ Workot the Spirit, that we may the better underſtand our State. y | 
TheSpiritof God is denominated by various Titles, The Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of Ho+ 
lineſs, the Comforter, John 15. 26. and repreſented by various Types, by an Ointment that 
| clarifies the Eye to ſee things aright, by cleanſing refreſhing Water, by purifying refining Fire, 

: Rom. x. 4. correſpondent to lus ſacred Operations 1n the Soul. 
| AS the Spirit of Truth, he illuminates the Underſtanding to ſee the Reaſon and Excellen- 
| cy of ſupernatural and heavenly things, of the great Myſteries of Godlineſs, of Eternal Glo- 
| ry ; ſothata Chriſtian in his moſt deliberate, ſolemn and compoſed Thoughts, in his ex- 
| aQeſt Valuation infinitely.prefers them before the gaudy Vanities ofthis tranſient World. 
| | Wheat the Eyes of the Mind are truly enlightned, preſent things appear, or rather difap- 
pear, as Shadows. — Ee 6 CE Hd Chew 
As the Spirit of Holineſs, he renews the Will and AﬀeQtions, inſpires. the Soul with Di- 
| vineand unutterable Deſires after the Favour and Grace of.God, and communicates Spiritu- 
| al Power for the proſecuting and obtaining thoſe Deſires. 
The Holy Spirit raiſes ſuch a Love to God, that habitually and ftrongly inclines the Soul 

to obey his Commands. . . 

This is the moſt clear and eſſential CharaQter of a Chriſtian, the ſpecial and moſt excel- 

lent Property of a Saint, upon which all other Holy Qualifications depend. As Reaſon is 

the firſt and chief Excellence of Man, from whence his other PerfeQtions are derived, that 

diſtinguiſh him from the Brutes, and give him a natural and regular Preheminence and Do- 

minion over them, ſo that a Man is moſt properly defined a Reaſonable Creature : . Thus 

the Love of God is the moſt Divine Grace, the true Form of Holineſs, the Root from 

whence all other Vertues ſpring and flouriſh, and moſt peculiarly diftinguiſh a Saint from 

unregenerate Men, however adorn'd and areas rene, ; ſo that a Saint is moſt properly 

defined to be a Lover of God,  _ I 5 ES We 

© Thisis the Principle of true Holineſs inherent in the Soul, and ſhining in the Converſati- 

on, that diſtinguiſhes the ſincerity of a Saint from the art of Hypocriſy, an afteQted appear- 

ance of Religion for carnal ſordid reſpe&s ; and from civil Vertue, that reſtrains from what 
is ignominious and diſgraceful to our Reputation, .and makes obnoxious to Penalties of the 

Laws, and excites to praiſe-worthy Actions, upon worldly Motives ; and from Philoſo- 

phical Morality, that forbids Vice as contrary to Reaſon, and commends Vertue as the chief 

Ornament and Perfe&ion of humane Nature, without a regard to pleaſe and glorify God, 

And Divine Love is the Principle of univerſal Holineſs. . Love is called the fulfilling of the 

Law, as *tis a comprehenſive Grace, and as it draws forth all the ative Powers of the Soul 

to do Gods Will in an exa@t manner. Univerſal Obedience is the Exerciſe of Love in various 

Inſtances. As the Spouſe in the Soxg of Solomon is transform*'d in divers, Repreſentations; 

ſometimes as 4 Siſter, ſometimesas « Warrior, ſometimes as the. Keeper of a Vineyard, but 

ſhe always ated as a Lover, and her chief buſineſs was to pleaſe her Beloved. This Alle- 
gorical Deſcription of the Church, ſignifies that when the Soul is inflamed with the Love of 

God, that affeQtion will be aQtive, and diſcover it ſelf in all it does or ſuffers in the Service of 

God. This will make a Chriſtian very -defirous and diligeat to pleaſe God in all things, 

and careful not to diſpleaſe him in any thing ;. for that, is the. inſeparable Effe&t of Love. 

The felicity of the natural Temper, and theforce of Education, may cauſe a loathing of ſome 
_ Evils, and diſpoſe to ſome good Works, but with a reſerved delight in other Sins; and aſe- 

crer Exception againſt other Duties. Servile Fear isa.. partial. Principle, :and cauſes an une- 
ao reſpe& to the Divine Precepts : it-reſtrajns. from Sins of greater Guilt, at which Con- 

cience takes fire: iturges to ſome Duties, the neg of which cauſes diſquiet; but the 
Love of God cauſes the Hatred of Sin ; and therefore *tis againſt all Sin, .not only:ta preyenr 
the Exerciſe of it, but to eradicate it out of the Soul. All the fearful conſequences of $:z do 
not render it ſo odious to a gracious Spirit, as its own proper. 1deaand intrinſfick Evil, as tis 
contrary to the holy Nature and Law of God. , Love unites the Soul to. God, -and turns 


the Thoughts continually to him; andthe lively ſenſe of his Majeſty.and Preſence, who is 
ſo pure that he cannot behold Iniquity, cauſes an averſion from all chat is diſpkeaſing to his 
Divine Eyes. And from. hence 1t is that a,zealous Lover of God is frequent and ſtrict in 
reviewing his Heart and Ways ; and upon the diſcovery of ſinful adlings, renews his Re- 
pentance, which is the exerciſe of Grief and, Love, and renews his purpoſes of more care 
and circumſpeCtion for the future. - Love aſpires tobe like God in all poſſible degrees of. Pu- 
rity ; for it inflames our Deſires after his Favour, as that which is better than Lite, and all 
| the ſweeteſt enjoyments of it : and Holineſs is the powerful attraQtive of God's delightful 


Love to us. Ws” Love 


*. 


as tho. 


Of DEATH. "Chap. V. 


Love:is the Principle of free, ingenuous, and joyful Obedience. *Twas our Saviour's Meat 
and Drink to do the Will of his Father. For Love is the fountain of Pleaſure, it moves 
the Soul with Ele&ion and Liberty, and makes every thing grateful that proceeds from it. 
Therefore the Apoſtle declares, that the Law is wot made fot a righteous Man , that is, as it 1s 
enforc'd by terrible Penalties, to conſtrain rebellious Sinners to Obedience : for Love is an 
internal living Law in the Heart, and has an oy abs Power over his Ations. And this 
alſo diſtinguiſhes the renovation of one ſanAified by the Spirit ffom the imperſect Change 
that is idle in the Unregenerate. They may top the eruption of corrupt Nature, but are 
Swine, that being waſh'd, have an inclination to wallow in the Mite : they may by ſtrong im- 
preſſions of Fear be urged to do many good things; but in this they are like a Bow] that is 
thrown with ſuch violence, as controuls the drawing of the Bias, and makes it run contra- 
ry toit. But Love enclines the Soul to obey the holy Motions of the Spirit with facility : 
as the Wheels in Ezekiels Viſion turned tveryway with readineſs as the Spirit moved them, 

And with holy Love there is a ſpirittial Power communicated, that both the natural averſ- 
neſs and impotence to what is good may be healed. By the virtue of the ſanCtifying Spirit, 
the Soul that was dead, abſolutely unable to perform ſpiritual and ſupernatural atts, 7s re- 
wived to a kind of Omnipotence, it can do all things, required by the Evangelical Covenant, 
by the new Law that 1s in the hands of our merciful Mediator for Salvation, "Tis true, 
there arerelicks of Sin in the beſt, and the Fleſh and Spitit are repugnant Principles war- 
ring againſt one another : but the renewed Spirit will make no capitulation or compoſition 
with Sin, but is ſo predominant, that Sin is gradually ſubdued, and does not fo freely and 

Frequently break.forth as it does from the unrenewed. By the Grace of the Spirit we are enabled 

ro mortify the Deeds 4 the Body, to crucify the Fleſh with the Aﬀettrons and Luſts thereof ; 
and to perform holy Duties with freedom, akcrity and zeal, in ſuch a manner as is accep- 
table to God. In ſhort, ſaving Grace is diſtinguiſh'd from that which is common to the 
Unregenerate by its prevaleacy and conſtancy. There may be a declination in the Saints 
tending to a downfal ; 'but the Sted 'of Gol, that fapernatural Grace that remains in them, 
willby the power of the holy Spirit recover the Supremacy. Others may be enlightned, 
and feel ſome good Motions, and tranſient Touches ; as Saul had his raptare among the 
Prophets : but they are not truly, entirely, err apy 2 converted to God; they are 
not proof againſt the Allurements or Terrors of the World. They make a fair Profeſfion 
till they are tried by Temptations. Congealed drops of Water appear like ſolid Chryftal, 
till the warm beams of the Sun diſſolve them, and diſcover 'the hypocriſy of the Chryftal. 
Falſe Jewels may ſeem 'to have the luſtre of Diamonds, till they are broke by a fall, and 
diſcovered to be Glaſs. Thus the Riches, the Hononrs and Pleaſures of 'the Fleſh melt 
ſome, and temporal Evils break the Reſolution of others, and make it evident they were 
not ſincere Converts. But where the holy Spirit favingly works, he is ſaid'ro dwell : he is 
not like a Paſſenger, or a Tenant at will, that negleQs the Houſe, and ſuffers it to fall into 
ruine, but as the Proprietary and Owner he keeps perpetual refidence in 'true Chriſtians, 
and by his continual Influence preſerves them'from final Apoſtacy. 

Now from hence we may Jucs whether we 'have an Intereſt in Chriſt and his Benefits. 
For the Apoſtle clearly tells us, That 'if ay Man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he.is none of 
his. Rom. 8.9. By this acted Signature weare appropriated fo'Chriſt, and viſibly diſtin» 
puiſhed from the World. For 'though the? ſecret and pitte Influences of 'the Spirit jn 
the Soul are only known to the Perſon that feels" ther, yet'his'aQtive Inſpirations are decla- 
rative of his Preſence and Poweriin'the outward Converſation. As the Wind'that is of ſo 
thin and fubtila nature that *tis inviſible in ir ſelf, 'but we certainly know from'what Point 
it blows by the courſe and 'way that the Ship makes : thus' the Spirit of 'God, who is eom- 
pared to the Wind,. is diſcovered by an infallible Indication, his'Fruits and Effet in a holy 


Life. And thofe who have communion with'Chriſt by his Spitit, have a ſhare in his Vic- 


tories, and may with confidence meet the laft Enemy, Death : For weare aſſured, If the 
Spirit of him that raiſed up Teſas from the dead, dwell in as, he that raiſed «p Chriſt from the 
dead ſhall alſo quicken ou mortal Bodies, by the Spirit that dwelleth in us, Rom. 8. 11. 

Wo preparative Conformity to Chriſt in Grace, will be followed with a conſummate in 
Glory. 
Lives, tho they are Chriſtians in'profeſſion, 'yet they have no other Union with Chriſt, 
than a dead branch with a Tree that receives'to ſap and virtue from 'it; or an atrificial 
Metrnber joined to the Body, that'miy have*the outward clothing 'agd ornaments proper 
eo that part, but derives no Life and'Senſe from it. Whoever is in Chriſt is a new Creature, 
2 Cor. G. 17, © And only roſe who partake in the firſt ReſurreFidy from Stn, ſhall be extmpted 
= the Power of the ſecond Death, and upon juſt grounds are freed' from the Terrors of the 


CHAT. 


But thoſe who never felt the ſandtifyirg efficacy of the Spirit in their Hearts and 
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CHAP. VL 


Our dear Obligations to our Redeemer conſidered, Who frees ut from the\ſting, and fear; : 

and dominion of Death. Fiis Love was equal to the height of his Glory from whence 
he deſcended, and the depth of his Sufferings for our ſake. An excitation to make 
it the great deſign of our Lives to overcome the fear of Death. [Reconciliation with 
God requiſite to our being Fieuy from the powers of Death. Repentance is neceſſary 
ro obtam the favour of God, The infinite danger of delaying it, unfolded, The pre- 
ſumption of long Life is vain. The hope of a future Repentance 4s Very deceitful. 
'Tis very hazardous whether God will accept the Repentance that flows merely from 
bitter conſtraint at laſt, The continuance in Sin upon the preſumption of Pardon, 
renders Men moſt unworthy of it. 


O apply this Point, let us, DE ; | 
1. Conſider our dear Oogaſone to our Bleſſed Saviour, who to free us from the 
ſting and enſlaving fear of Death, ſubmitted to it with all its Terrors from God and wic- 
ked Mcn, Hefelta fadnefsto an Agpay in his Soul, and falfred checquyl extremities of 
miny and Torment in his Body. The Favour of God was interoepted from him, 
that it may ſhine upon us in that gloomy hour. And all his terrible Sufferiogs, tho fore- 
known by his enlightned Mind, could not weaken his determined Will to undergo them 
for us : But when Peter regarded with a more tender eye his Life than our Salvation, he was 


repeld with indignation. UnparallePd Love ! no leſs than Divine, tranſcending all the 
' Inſtances of humane AﬀeQtion. _ The higheſt kind and exceſs of Love ainong Men is to 


die for another, and the higheſt degree in that kind is to die to fave an Enemy ; and of this 
our Saviour is the ſingular Example : Love mcomprehenſible ! zz phe knowledg, and all 
«nderftanding but his who expreſs'd it. His Love was equal to the height of his Glor 

from whence he deſcended, and the depth of his Sufferings that he ſuſtained in our ſtead. 
By waſbing us from our Sins in his Blood, he makes us Kjngs, Rev. 1. dignifies us with ſpi- 


. Tatual Soveraignty over, not only defiling, but diſturbing Paſſions. The freeſt and moſt | 


confident Sinnet in the World, that rebels againſt the Divine Laws without reſtraint, is a 
Slave, not only under the Chains of his imperious Lufts, but in that he is liable to the 


 ſcourgings of Conſcience whenever awaken'd, and to the ſervile fear of Death ever day. 


But the ſincere Chriſtian has a clear and ſweet Peace, a blefled Tranquillity from the tor- 
menting apprehenſions and fears of Death, that are the juſt conſequences of Guilt. 

One of the Antient Rowars highly celebrates the Affrovomers, who diſcover'd the true waai ingents 
Cauſes of the Eclipſes of the Sun.and Moon, and freed the World from the double dark- <ſt< Coli in- 
neſs of Ignorance and Fear; for before that Diſcovery, Men believed the obſcuring of mbone®. ne: 
thoſe great Lights were the fainting Fits of Nature, and mortal Symptoms.threatniog. an rz capaces, ar- 
univerſal Calamity. But what Praiſe and Bleſſing is due: to our Saviour, who hath gi- 8ment re- 
ven us infallible aſſurance that the Death of the Rightequs,js not, as,the Heathen World boos roniner: | 
imagin'd, an.irreparable loſs of Life, but a ſhort eclipling ,of this low and mean Light que vinxiſti. 
that is comman to ſenſitive Creatures, to be-reſtored. more excellent and permanentin Hea- ** > # 
ven, where thoſe Stars ſhine in the Divige Preſence for ever. Thanks be to God which gives 
« the Viftory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This ſhould render him infinitely preciows to 
%, and inflame our Hearts with Deſires equal to-our Obligations to ſerve him, 

2. Let us make it the great Delign and main;Buſineſs of our Laves to remove from our 
Souls the juſt Fears of Death,.' "T's one of the ſolemn Follies of the World to fear where 
there is no cauſe ; As if a'Septmel ſhould miſtake -Glowworms ;in the Night for lighted 
Matches, and givea falſe Alarm: but *tis a worſe folly, -tho pleaſing, not to fear when 
there-is the greateſt Reaſon toexcite it. And 'tis ſo in the-pyrſent caſe; for the molt are 
without the fear of Death, that ſhould make them ſerious-in preparing for it ; nay, to 
maintain their Security, areas uawillingto hear-Conſcience declare the wretchedneſs of their 
Condition with reſpeCt to;Eternity, as Ahab was the. Prophet [Mic4i«b, who always foretold 


evil things to him. 


"TI 'was 


of DEATH. Chap. VI 


ha. 


"T was the chief Deſign of the Philoſophers, by Principles of Reaſon, to fortify them. 
ſelves againſt all frightful Accidents, and with a maſculine Mind, with 


+ Ferlix qui _— rerum ©08- an ardent and generous Spirit, to} encounter this inevitable Evil, When 
Fr parton? & inexora- One of them was threatned by the Emperor Ant:zgonus with preſent 


* bile farum 


Subjecir pedibus- 


Athen, 


death, he boldly replied, Threaten this to your diflolute Courtiers that 
Virgil are ſoftned and melted by ſenſual Pleaſures, and ealily receptive of terrt- 

ble Impreſſions, not to a Philoſopher to whom Death is contemptible in 
any appearance. This wesa piece of affeQted Bravery ; for Pagan Philoſophy could ne- 
ver ſurniſh them with Armour of Proof againſt the Dart of our laſt Enemy. But the 
Goſpel aſſuring us that Death is an Entrance into Immortality, makes that to be the Realj- 
ty of a Chriſtian, that was a vain Boaſt of the Philoſophers. 


. 


Now that we may be eftabliſh'd in that bleſſed Tranquillity that Death cannot diſcom- 


poſe, the following DireCtions are infinitely uſeful, 


1. We muſt give all diligence to be in a ſtate of Reconciliation with God. The things 
requiſite to that are, as the Apoſtle declares, Repentance towards God, and Faith in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. AQts 20. 21. Repentance includes a Godly Sorrow for Sins paſt, with 
a deteſtation and forſaking them ſincerely, without Hypocriſy ; and entirely, without 
partiality in the Heart and Converſation. ?*Tis called Repentance from dead Works, Heb. 


6. x. the proper Name of our Sins, that deſerve Eternal Death. By Repentance we re- 


turn to Obedience that 15 due to God our Maker and Lawgiver. Faith reſpeAs the Re- 
deemer, who by his Blood ſhed on the Croſs, and pleaded in Heaven, reconciles God tg 
penitent Sinners. The belief of his merciful and powerful Mediation for our Acceptance 


and Pardon, works by Love, 2 Cor. 5. 14. and conftrains us to dedicate our ſelves in a de- 


- voted Propriety to his Glory and Service, and to live according to that Dedication, Theſe 


two are abſolutely neceſſary to the vital and falvifical ſtate of a Chriſtian, And as ſoon 
as a Perſon fincerEly repents and believes, he is juſtified before God ; and if he dies, will 
certainly obtainEternal Glory. This ſhould be the wy and moſt ſpeedy Work 'of our 
Lives : for the delay of Repentance, and negleQ of ſecuring the Favour of God; arms 
Death with more Stings and Terrors. ' TOS 

The infinite danger of this T will unfold, to awaken the careleſs and ſecure. - 

The Devil is a Sophiſter in perfeQtion ; and his ordinary and ſucceſsful Artifice to elade 
the force of preſent Convition, and wrap Men in Sin and Damnation, is to induce them 
to delay the great Work of the Soul till afterward. He is not fo fooliſh to tell them, as 
he did our firſt Parents, Te ſhall not die; for the Temptation is ſo palpable, that it could 


deceive none. Tho the Evidence and vary? of ſupernatural Truths, that diſturb the 


ſecurity of Sinners, 1s ſometimes obſcur'd by afteted Doubts ; yet there is no Artifice that 
can reſiſt the full and ſtrong conviction in Men, that Death is inevitable. Tho Nature 
recoils from it with abhorrence, yet this ſad Truth is ſo viſible, that it forces an aſſent 
trom all, Thoſe who are titular Gods, the greateſt Princes, are not ſo vain as to pretend 
to an exemption by Privilege from that fatal Neceſlity ; they cannot fancy to be imbalmd 
alive, and that Nature may be made incorruptible by Art. "The Palace is as near the Grave 
as the Cottage : therefore the Devil cheriſhes in Men fond hopes of a long Life. As 
ſome Optick Glaſſes deceive the ſight, and make a ſuperficial Repreſentation in Colours 
on a Wall but two or three ſteps diſtant, appear a long deep Gallery :' Thus the Temp- 
ter by a dangerous Deceit, preſents to the Imagination the fatal Term at a great diſtance 
and ſince he cannot leſſen the Certainty of Death in Mens Belief, he removes the Image 
of 1t out of their Memories, to weaken the Impreſſion that it is capable to make on their 
AﬀeCtions. They dare not venture to die, as they live, careleſs of Salvation, and unpre- 
pared for their Accounts with God ; therefore they ſuſpend the Workings of Conſcience 
by a ſeeming Compliance; they: reſolve at random to convert and reform hereafter, but 
will not determine at-prefent-to forſake their Sins. The Tempter inſinuates there will be a 
long Interval between the preſent Time and the laſt Hour, that ſhall decide their State for 


_ ever; that it will be a convenient ſeaſon to prepare for the othtr World when they have 


done with this; as if Repentance were beſt at laſt, when there are no- Temptations, and 
therefore no danger of retraQting it. And the: Heart of Man is a great Flatterer, very 
ſubtile to deceive and ruin him - with vain Reſolutions of a devout Retirement, and be- 
coming, ſerioully religious hereafter : and thus by an eaſy permiſſion he pratifies the pre- 
ſent Deſires of the Fleſh, and goesin a circuit from one Vanity to another, till Death ſur- 
prize the preſumer. *Tis very applicable to this purpoſe, what is related of Alceus the 
Poet, who from every ſeaſon of the Year, took Arguments to give a new Title to his 
Intemperance : The Spring, he ſaid, required liberal drinking, in fign of Joy for the Re- 
govation of Nature ; the Summer to temper our Heat, and refreſh our Thirſt ; bas 
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Chap. VI. Of D E A TH. _ 4 
due to Autuma that is dedicated to the Vintage; and Winter required jf to expel the cold, 
that would congeal the Blood and Spirits : Thus he pleaded for the aNowance of his Ex- 
ceſs. And ſo Mea in the ſeveral Ages of Life (that are correſpondent to, the Seaſons of 
the Year ) frame ſome Excuſes to delay Repentance, and give ſome colour to'their Rebel- 
lion againſt God, who commands us to hear his Voice today, obediently and immediatly, 
-upon no leſs Penalty than being excluded'from his blefſed Reft for ever : Heb. 2. 7,8. Yet .- 
the ſelf-deceiving Sinner preaches another Goſpel to himſelf, and thinks the Vanities of Qisenim (i- 
Childhood, the Pleaſures of Youth, the Buſineſs of Middle Ape, and the fnfirmity of 5PM 
Old Age, are plauſible Pretences to put off the ſerious Work of Repentance : O that fuch wm mali fic 
would duly conſider the deſperate uncertainty upon which Men build their Hopes of a fu. 19n obedire 
: ture Repentance, and Divine Acceptance ! & | 7 | & 
| 1. Men delay Repentance upon the preſumption of a long Life : But what is more un- tanto tenenci 
certain ? *Tis the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God to conceal in his impenetrable Counſels *PPlicio ? 
the time of our ſojourning here : For if Men, tho liable to Death every hour, and there- 
fore ſhould be under juſt Fear left it ſurprize them unprepar'd, yet againft ſo ftrong a 
| Curb, run with that exorbitant vehemence after the preſent World ; how much more li- 
centions would they be, if ſecured from ſudden Death ? but none can promiſe to himfelf 
; one Day. Death comes not according to the Order of Nature, but the Decree of God. 
How many in the flower of their Youth and Strength thought themſelves at as great a di- 
ſtance from Death, as the Eaſt is from the Weſt, when there was not the ſpace of an Hour 
between them and Death, berween them and Hell? The Lamp ſuddenly expires by a 
blaſt of Wind, when there is plenty of Oil to feed it. The Rich Man pleaſed himſelf 
with deſigns of ſenſual Enjoyments for _ ears, yet did not ſee the dawning of the 
| next Morning: Thou Fool, this Night ſhall thy Soul be required of thee. This Sentence is 
| pronounced in Heaven againſt thouſands that are now alive, converſant in the Vanities 
; and Buſineſs of the World, eating and drinking, playing and trading, and all unconcern- 
ed as to dying, yet ſhall breath their laft before tomorrow, and their unwilling Souls be 
rent from the embraces of their Bodies. In various manners Men die from inward and 
outward Cauſes ; an Apoplexy, an Impoſthume, a flux of Rhume ſtopping Reſpiration; 
. kills the Body without any preſaging Signs of Death : As if 'the Roof and all the Cham- 
bers ſhould fall within the Houſe, while the, Walls are ſtandingentire, And how many 
unforeſeen Accidents, and therefore inevitable, put a ſudden period to Life? Ts it not our 
trueſt Wiſdom, by an early Repentance, to prepare for Death, when the ſeaſon is certain- 
ly ſhort, and but uncertainly continued, and the Omiſſion is irreparable ? | 
2. Suppoſe Life be continued, yet Sinners that delay Repentance, can have no rational 
hopes that they ſhall ſincerely repent in time to come. For, 

1/. Saving Repentance is the Gift of God: and is it _ that thoſe who have been 
inſenſible of the loud and earneſt calls of the Word, inflexible to the gracious Methods of 
his Providence leading them to Repentance, ſhould at laſt obtain Converting Grace ? 

t The Gales of the Spirit are very tranſient, and blow where he pleaſes; and can it be ex- 
: petted that thoſe So have wilfully and often reſiſted him, ſhould by an exuberant fa- 
| vour receive afterwards pet Dive Grace, to over-rule their ſtubborn Wills, and 
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make them obedient ? To expett Divine Grace and the powerful Workings of the Spirit, 
after long reſiſting his Holy Excitations, is both unreaſonable and unrevealed. *Tis writ- 
ten as with a Sun-beam, that God will graciouſly pardon repenting Sinners that reform _. 
their Lives ; but *tis no where promiſed that he will give ſaving Repentance to thoſe who 4 joonta; If i 
ſecurely continue in Sin, upon a corrupt confidence they will repent at laft. Our Saviour quod evanec. 
' threatens to him that negleQts the improving the Grace that is offer*d, That which he hath lium non pro- 
ſhall be taken away : Yet Men unwilling at preſenr'to forſake their Sins of Pleaſure and Pro- mat 4: 
fir, vainly hope they ſhall obtain Grace hereafter, without any Promiſe from God, and a- 
eainſt the Tenor of his Threatnings. God has threatned that his Spirit ſhall not always 
ftrive with rebellious Sinners, and then their State is remedileſs. This may be the cafe 'of 
many in this Life, who are infenſible of their Miſery. As Conſumprive-Perſons decline 
by degrees, loſe their Appetite,” Colour and Strength, till at laft they are hopeleſs : So the 
| withdrawings of the Spirit are gradual, his Motions are not ſo ſtrong nor trequent ; and 
| upon the continued provocations of the Diſobedient, fitally leaves them under that moſt 
| fearful doom, He that s filthy, let him be filthy Fo ; He that is unrighteous, ket him be an- 
| righteous ſtill : and thus puniſhes them on this fide Hell, as he does the Damned, by giving 
| them over to Sin. *Tisa bloody adventure for Men to indulge their. carnal Apperites, as 
| If they had infallible aſſurance that they ſhould not die in an impenitent tate. The De- 
| layer does not regularly truft, bur tempt God. -- «© © __.. 
2dly, Suppoſe the Holy Spirit be riot totally withdrawn, yet by every days continuance 


in Sin, che Heart is more hardiied againſt the Trtipreffions of Graoe, tore averſe from | 
| returning 
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returning to God, and Repentance more difficult and hazardous. The Jaſt guilty diſpoſi- 
tion that ſeals up the Damnation of Sinners is Impenitence. Now he that delays the re- 
eurning to his Duty, ſhall have'more cauſe to repent hereafter, but leſs will and - power ; 
for Sin repeated, makes him more uncapable of Repentance, and that which is Indiſpoſi- 
tion, will become Averſeneſs and Obſtinacy. The Heart with difficulty changes its laft 
end. AQtions may be ſuddenly chang'd, when there isa diſability to perform them ; but 
the inward inclinations to fin, without ſupernatural renewing Grace, remain. *Tis there- 
fore the ſubtilty of the Old Serpent to make the entrance of Sin eaſy : for he knows that 
Cuſtom is a ſecond Nature, and has a mighty Power in us: Car «4s Ethiopian change his 
Skin, or the Leopard change his Spots ? then may you who are accuſtomed to do Ewil, do Good. 
If Sin in its Infancy can make ſuch reſiſtance, that the Spirit of Grace is fou'd in his Mo- 
tions to reſcue the Soul from its Bondage, how much more when *tis grown 1ntoa con- 
firm'd Habit ? Therefore the Apoſtle urges ſo zealouſly ; To day if you will hear his Vorce, 
harden not your Hearts, leſt any be haraned throagh the deceitfulneſs of Sin. 

3. How uncertain is it whether God will accept the Addreſſes of ſuchat laſt? We 
are commanded, Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near. 
The Limitation implies, if the Seaſon be negleQted, he will hide his Face for ever. 


Now in cafes of great Moment and Hazard, what Diligence, what Caution ſhould 


be uſed ? 

1, Conſider how derogatory it is to his Majeſty, to offer to him the Dregs of our 
Age, the Reliques of a licentious careleſs Life, ſpent in the Works of Vanity. Is this to 
give Glory to God ? Jer. 13. 16, Contempt provokes Suyeriours as much as aCtual Inju- 
ries: How vilifying is it of his eternal Greatneſs, that Men laviſhly waſte the beſt of their 
Time and Strength upon their Luſts ; and when through Weakneſs of Age, or the Violence 
of a Diſeaſe, they can no more do the atts of Sin, nor reliſh the pleaſures of Sin, to pre- 
ſume that God will upon their Prayers forgive their Sins ſo long indulg'd, and of ſuch vio- 
lent provocations, and receive them into his Kingdom, as if he could not be happy without 
them, and it were his Intereſt to receive them ? God has laid his Exceptions againſt ſuch 
Addreſſes : He may juſtly ſtand upon his Greatneſs and Honour : If ye offer the Blind for « 
Sacrifice, is it not evil? And if yeoffer the Lame and Sick, is it. not evil? Offer it now to th 


Governour, will he be pleaſed with it, to accept thy Perſon, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts ? As the 


Lord upbraids the Jews for their black Ingratitude in bargaining for thirty pieces of Silver, 
to have him betrayed totheir Malice ; 4 goodly Price that I was prized at of them : So when 
there is an univerſal Proftration of all the Powers and Faculties; when the Spirits are 
damp'd, the vital Heat is check'd, and the funQtion of the Senſes/is obſtruQted, then to ſeek 
to God for ny: and to make fair Protmiſes of Obedience, he may juſtly reproach the 
Preſumer, « gooaly time you have allotted for me ! Your Youth and Strength, the Golden 
Age of Life, has been waſted on your Luſts, and in the Buſineſs of the World ; and the 
wretched remains you think worthy of my Acceptance. 

2aly. Conſider what Sincerity or moral Value is in Religion that merely proceeds from 
bitter Conſtraint. *Tis a Rule in Law, Falſum eſt eam peperiſſe, cui mortae filius extraftus eſt: 
*Tis not a natural Birth when the Child is extracted from the dead Mother : *Tis not genuin 
Picty that isextorted by the rack, whilſt the Heart full of ReluQtancy does not truly conſent. 
Pure Religion flows uncompelPd from Love to God ; *tis the Dregs that come torth with 
prefling. ?Tis obſerved of the Iſraelites, that when God flew them, they ſought him, and returned 
and enquired early after God. But *tis added, Nevertheleſs they did flatter him with their Meaths, 


and they lied to him with their Tongues : for their Hearts were not right with him, neither were 


they ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. How often does Experience convince us of the Inefficacy of a 
Sickbed Repentance ? How many that were very devout and mouroful with one Foot as it 
were 1n the Grave, and another in Hell, and wereas a Brand pluck'd out of the Fire; yer 
when the Fear of Death is removed, all the Terrors of Conſcience, the religious Aﬀeti 
ons that were felt and expreſs'd by them, vaniſh as the Morning Dew ? Now converting 
Grace 1s diſtinguiſh'd by its radication and efficacy, not only from the mere Pretences of 
thoſe'whoknow their own Infincerity, but from the real Workings of Conſcience, and the 
umperfe&t Diſpoſitions to Good that are in the Unrenewed. And thoſe Perſons who with 
the return of Health, have returned to their Sins, if they had died with their religious 
Reſolutions, would have preſum'd that their Repentance was unto Life, and of their Intereſt 
in the Divine Mercy. The Heart is deceitful above all things, and above all things deceitful 
toit ſelf, Beſides, when Sinners are plunged in deep Diſtreſs, when the ſhadow of Death 
ſits upon their Eye-lids, they may with plentiful effuſions of Tears deſire God to receive 
them to Heaven, not to ſee and praiſe his adorable Excellencies, not to pleaſe and glorife 
him for ever, but as a SanQtuary from revenging Juſtice, a Refuge irom Hell. And will 
ſuch Prayers prevail ? What ſwells the Confidence of Sinners, but unworthy N wy & 
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God, as ita forc'd and formal Confeſſion of their Sins could deceive his all-diſcerning Eye; 
and Deſires merely terminated on themſelves were ſufficient to reconcile his offended Ma- 
jeſty ? 

3. There is nothing renders Men more unworthy of Mercy than continuance in Sin, 
upon preſumption of an eaſie Pardon at laſt, 'This is the moſt provoking abuſe of his 
Goodneſs and Long-ſuffering, that ſhould lead them unto Repentance, Rom. 2. Hecan in the 
twinkling of an eye, in thebeating of a Pulſe, cut off the Sinner ; *tis as eaſie to his Power 
as to will it. And there is no Conſideration ſhould be ſo melting and moving as his Cle- 
mency. Weread of Davia, that he had more than once in his power Sau! his unjuſt and 
cruel Enemy, yet ſpared him : the effeQ of it was that Saul was ſoftened, and under ſuch 
compun&ion of Spirit, that he wept, confeſs'd his Guilt, and perſecuted him no more, 
overcome by that unexampled Love : If a Man find his Enemy, will he let him go? 1 Sam: 
26. 217. Yet Mentake advantage from the Goodneſs of God, ſecurely to deſpiſe his Laws. 
The habitual Sinner thinks that God is ſo gracious, ſuch a lover of Souls, ſo cafe to be in- 
treated, that upon hisdying Prayer, Lord, remember me in thy Kingdom, the anſwer will be, 


To aay ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. This is the deceitful Principle upon which Mea 


uſually build their Hopes, as ACtions that bear the Image of their Minds clearly manifeſt. 
Now this preſumptuous Indulgence gives the deepeſt grain to their Sins, and makes them 
more uncapable of Pardon. Chryſo/toms obſerves, that Judas was encouraged to betray his 
Maſter, preſuming on his Lenity, Goodneſs, Benignity ; which Conſiderations intolera- 
bly aggravated his Treaſon, and confounded his Hopes. There is a dreadful threatning 


againſt thoſe who reject the Invitations of Grace in their Proſperity, and when the righte- 


ous Judg comes to Sentence and Execution, are earneſt Suppliants for Mercy. Becauſe I 
have called, and ye have TIT ; T have ſtretchd out my Hands, and no Man regarded : But ye 
have ſet at nought all my Counſel, and would none of my Reproof : I will alſo leugh at your Cala. 
mity, and mock when your Fear comes : When your Fear comes as a Deſolation, ana your De- 


ſtruttion as a Whirlwind, when Diſtreſs aud Anguiſh come upon you. Then ſhall they call upon 


me, bat I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, bat ſhall not find me : For they hated know- 


. ledg, and didnot chooſe the fear of the Lord, Prov. x. A doleful Caſe beyond all poſſible 
expreſſion ! when the ſinful Creature, forſaken of all Comforts below, addreſſes to Heaven 
for Relief, and meets with Deriſion and Fury, Scorn and Indignation. The fooliſh Vir- 


gins, careleſs to prepare for the Bridegoom's coming, in vain at laſt diſcover'd their want of 
Oil, in vain ſollicited the wiſe Virgins for Supply, in vain knock*d at the door, crying, 
Lord, Lord, open tous, Mat. 25. The anſwer was ſevere and peremptory, 1 know you not ; 
and they were for ever excluded irom the Joys of Heaven. 


CHAP. YIL 


"Tis moſt incongruous to delay our Reconciliation with God till the time of Sickneſs. 
*Tis very uncomfortable to delay it till our declining time. The Vanity of Mens pre- 
ſuming to delay Repentance, becauſe ſome have been Converted in their laſt Hours. 
The Inſtances of ſuch are rare, and not to be drawn into Example, Innumerable 
have dyed in their Sins, deceived with hopes of Repenting bereafter. Thoſe who 
have delayed their Repentance, are not utterly deſtitute of bopes if they earneſtly ſeek 
God at laſt, | | 


4 OW incongruous is it to delay the ſolemn Work of Reconciliation with God 
till the time of Sickneſs. This is an Afﬀair wherein our tranſcendent Intereſt is 
concerned, and ſhould be performed in our moſt calm and ſenſible Condition, when weare 
moſt capable of refleting upon our Ways, and-making an exa trial of our ſelves in order 
to our returning to God by a holy change of our Lives. Now that the time of Sickneſs is 
not a convenient ſeaſon for this Work, is ſadly evident ; for ſome Diſeaſes are ſtupifying, 
and all the powers of the Soul are benummfd in a dull Captivity ; ſo that the fick Man on- 
ly perceives with his animal Faculties. Some Diſcaſes are tormenting, and cauſe a great 
diſorder in the Soul, and diſtra& the Thoughts from conſidering its ſpiritual State. When 
the Storm is at the higheſt, and the Pilot ſo ſick that he can give no DireCtions, the Ship 
Is left to the fury of the Winds, and eſcapes by Miracle. When there 1s a Tempeſt in the 
Humours of the Body, and the Soul by Penny is ſo difcompog'd that it cannot apply 
| mm | 
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it ſelf to prepare for its appearance before the Divine Tribunal, what danger of being loſt, 
and paſſing trom a ſhort Agony to everlaſting Torment 7 
Beſides ; Suppoſe the Sickneſs more tolerable, yet how unkit is a Perſon weak and lan- 
Male cum is 6yjſhing, when Senſe and Conſcience art both afflicted, to encounter with the cruel Ene- 
proces mw my of Souls ? All that ſincerely ſeek Peace with God, muſt expe&t herce Anger and War 
cumbit belli & from Satan ; therefore ?tis a point of neceſſary Wiſdom, whilſt our Bodies and Minds are 
morbi. 9'2- jq the beſt order, to be preparing againſt his Aſſaults. 
5. Conſider how uncomfortable it is to delay Repentance till Age and Sickneſs, when 
the Fruits of it are not ſo evident nor acceptable: In evil days, and the approaches of 
Death, *tis very hard to diſcover the Sinceryty of the Hearr, whether Repentance proceeds 
from Holy Principles ; whether the Sorrow then expreſ{Yd be Godly for Sin, or merely na- 
tural, for Puniſhment ; whether the good Reſolutions be the Effects of permanent Fideli- 
ty, or of violent Fear, that will vaniſh, the cauſe being removed, When the Invitations 
to Sin ceaſe, there may remain a ſecret undiſcerned Love to it in the Heart, which is the 
Center of Corruption, and Root of Apoſtacy. The Snake that ſeem'd dead in the Froſt, 
revived by the Fire. The inordinate AﬀeQtions that ſeemed mortified, when the ſenſitive 
Faculties were diſabled to carnal Enjoyments, may have inward Life, and will ſoon be 
ative and vigorous in the preſence of Temptations. And that a Deathbed-Repentance is 
uſually deceitiul, appears from hence, that not one of a thouſand that recover from danger- 
ous Diſeaſes are faithtul in performing their moſt ſacred and ſolemn Vows. How man 
having the Sentence of Death in themſelves, and under the Terrors of the Lord, have ex- 
preſſed the greateſt Deteitation of their Sins, and reſolved, as they thou, ht ſincerely, if 
God would ſpare them, to reform their ways, to become new Creatures, exemplary in all 
holy Converſation ; yet the danger being over, their Heats of Devotion expire as they 
revive, and their Luſts recover Strength with their Bodies, and being ſuppreſsd only by 
Fear, are more fierce-in their Return, Their Hearts were as Marble, that in rainy Wea- 
ther ſeems diſſolved into Water, but *tis only from the Moiſture of the Air, and remains 
as hard as ever; When the Fear of Death 1s removed, all their Promiſes of Reformation 
are inefteQtive, as violent and void; all their religious AﬀeCtions vaniſh as the Morning-Dew. 
Now if theſe Perſons had died before this viſible Trial and Diſcovery, they had paſt into 
the other Werld with the Reputation of true Penitents, deceiving others with their Prayers 
and Tears, and liberal Promiſes, the outward Signs of Repentance, and deceived them- 
{elves by the inward Workings of an alarm'd Conſcience : Therefore Miniſters ſhould be 
very circumſpect in 2ppying the Promiſes of Mercy to Perſons in ſuch a State ; for an Er- 
ror in that kind has fearful Conſequences. A little Opiate Divinity may quiet the Mind for 
a time, but the Virtue of it will be ſoon ſpent, and the Preſumer periſhes tor ever. But ſup- 
poſe a dying Perſon with true Tears and unfeigned perfevering AﬀeCtions returns to God ; 
Can he have a comfortable Aſſurance of his Sincerity ? Indeed the Searcher and Judg of 
Hearts wall accept him : but how doubtful and wavering are lus Hopes ? what anxious 
Fears are in his Brealt, leſt he builds upon a ſandy Foundation ? And how dreadful is it to 
appear betore the Tribunal of God, and expect an uncertain Sentence ? 
But Sinners [til] pleaſe themſelves in this, that God has efteQtually called ſome at the laſt 
Hour, and they may. tind the ſaine Favour with others. To this I anſwer : 
1. ?Tis true we have ſome rare admirable Inſtances of God's Mercy and Grace, the dying 
Thief and ſome others, which ſhew'd *cis poſſible with God to aboliſh the moſt confirmed 
Habits in a ſhort time, and by a ſwift Converſion to prepere a Sinner tor Heaven. But 
theſe miraculous Examples are not to be drawn into Conſequence for the Encouragement 
+ Quod alicui Of any 1n their Sins. A * Prince wall not endure that his free Favours ſhould be made a 
grariore conce- T.,aw to him, and the ſpecial Privilege of ſome be exrended toall. As Thates ſaid, An old 
citur, fra , Mariner that has eſcap'd the various Dangers by Rocks and Storms at Sea, was a new Mi- 
aliis in excm- Tacle : SO that one who has lived an obſtinate Sinner, dies a penitent Believer, is very 
plum. rare and extraordinary, What our Saviour ſaid concerning the Salvation of rich Men, 1s 
juſtly applicable to this Caſe, That it was as eaſy for a Camel to go through the eye of a Needle, 
as for a rich Man to enter into the Kyngdom of Heaven. This fo aſtoniſh'd the Apoſtles, 
chat they cried, Who then cax be (aved? To mitigate the difficulty, he remembers them of 
_ the Divine Omnipotence ; AU things are poſſible with God. Thus for one who has been hard- 
ned ina long courſe of Sin, and making himſelf meet for the Company of damned Spirits 
in Hell, to be at laſt ſuddenly prepared and received into the pure and glorious Society 
above, is poſſible, but poſſible only as Miracles are, by the efficacy of Infinite Power ; and 
we cannot reaſonably expett ſuch Miracles. And are Heaven and Hell ſuch trivial things 
as to be left to an uncertainty ? Are not Men concern'd in another manner in the affairs of 
this World ? How carefulto prevent the ſentence of Death, of Impriſonment, of Baniſh- 


ment ? How diligent to obtain ſome temporal advantage? Yet how negleQtul in things 
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of higheſt importance? It may be, x & the ſecure Wretch, God will give me Repentance # 

at laſt, as he did to others. Remember you ſpeak of z/hat that moſt nearly concerns your Ti atyec 3- 

Soul, and dare you venture the Salvation of an immortal Soul upon a naked poſſibility. of vs Winans 

receiving Grace? What reaſonable Perſon would negle& a Diſeaſe that may prove deadly, __ Uk: 

and rely on extreme Remedies? And can you be guilty of ſuch a cruel indifference, fuch 

a deſperate careleſneſs, as to leave eternal Salvation and Damnation to a peradventure? | | : + 

2. Conſider how many thouſands have died in their Sins, and of them great numbers Vixdici poreſt 

cheriſh'd fallacious hopes of repenting at laſt. Diagoras the Atheiſt, that denied a go- 3"e ne ; 

verning Providence of things in this lower World, the Sphere of Mutability, when one bra deceperic. 

for his Conviction ſhewed him in the + Temple of Neptune many votive Tables, con- | 5 i Alte 
raining the grateful acknowledgments of thoſe who by addreſſes to the Gods in dange. | 7% —- 
rous ſtorms, had arrived ſafe at their Ports ; and ask*'d him, Whether he had obſery'd .. 
thoſe numerous Teſtimonies for Divine Providence ? He reply*d, I ſee them; bat how ma« Tut. 

2y having invocated Neptune, yet periſh'd in the Ocean, and never came to pay their Vows ou 
Deliverance ? "Twas Impiety in him to argue ſo againſt God's diſpoſing Providence ; but 

it may be juſtly ſaid to thoſe who negle& their preſent Duty, preſuming upon ſome Ex- 

amples of his glorious Goodneſs on thoſe who were converted and ſaved in their ap- 

proaches to Death, How many have finally mjſcarried in ſhooting that Gulph, to one 

that has arrived ſafe at Heaven! How many that preſume upon their youth and ſtrength 

to delay Repentance, are ſuddenly cut off? the firſt ſymptom of their ſickneſs is Death, 

And what the Angel with ſuch ſolemnity declar'd, hat-Time ſhould be no more, is verified 
concerning them by an unexpeQted diſſolution, How many, when ſick, hope either b 

the Vigour of Nature, or the Virtue of Medicines, to overcome the Diſeaſe ? and thig 

hope is cher:{h'd by the mortal kindneſs, the cruel deceit of Friends, who are unwilling 

to diſcover their danger, left their Spirits ſhould ſink under the apprehenſion of it. . An 

thus deluded, many never ſee Death till they feel it, and periſh for ever. in their Impeni- 

tence, How many that are guilty and graceleſs, when diſtant from Death and Hell but a 

few hours; yet from Atheiſm are ſecure as Jonah, who ſlept in themidft of a Tempeſt at 

Sea? The Tenour of their Lives diſcovers this to be Divine Vengeance, they are ſeiz'd by 

a Spirit of Slumber, -and paſs without fear into the ſtate of everlaſting Deſperation. How 

many are deceived with the appearance of Repentance, and miſtake a falſe Peace for a true, 

and aſſwage the anguiſh of Conſcience by palliating Remedies ? Their forrow for Sin, 

their Prayers, their reſolutions of Reformation, are the produQt of ſervile Fear, that is 

inctteQual to Salvation: And as *tis with crafty "Tradeſmen, that take up much upon 

Truſi when near breaking ; ſo they are very liberal of the promiſes of amendment w en 

they are near dying, From hence they vainly preſume that God is reconcikd to them, 

whoſe all-diſcerning Eye ſees the inward ſpring of their Sorrows, and the principle of all 

their Religious Reſolutions is the guilty fear of Eternal Judgment. Now a falſe Tran; 

quilliry is more terrible than the ſtorms of a troubled Spirit : for thoſe who hope upon 

deceittul grounds, are in the moſt hopeleſs ſtate, neglecting what. is requiſite 1n order 

to Salvation. Thus innumerable paſs in a Cloud of Deluſion to the Kingdom of Dark- 

neſs; And how many who have lived in careleſs ſecurity; as if they had made a Cove- 

nant with Death, when Conſcience is awaken'd, ard looks into the depth of their Guilt, 

when they ſee Death before them attended with: Judgment, and Judgment. with an ever- 
laſting Hell, as we read of Siſera, who from extreme Fear paſs'd to extreme Security z 
ſo on the contrary, theſe ſelf-deceivers from ſecurity have fallen into deſpair. Then Truth 
and Conſcience, that were ſo long under unrighteous Reſtraints, break the Fetters, and ter- 
ribly charge the Sinners : Then innumerable As, which they thought to be innocent, ap» 
pear to be Sins ; and Sin, that they made lighit of; to be jnfinitely evil; and in the higheſt 
degree hateful ro God. And ſometimes by the ſuggeſtions of the, Enemy of Souls, they; 
are overwhelmed with Deſpair, and their laſt Error is worſe than the firſt. ; The Devil 
makes his advantage of the timorous Conſcience, as well as of the ſeared : Solitude.is his 
Scene, as well as the noiſy Theatre ; and. by contrary, ways, either Preſumption or Dez 
ſpair, brings Sinners to the ſame end. He changes his Methods according to their Dif+ 
poſitions ; rhe Tempter turns Accuſer, and then ſuch, who had but a dim fight of Sin be-= 

tore, have an over-quick fight of it, and are ſwallowed up in an. Abyſs of Confuſion :, The 
Condition of ſuch is extremely. miſerable. --?T'is obſerved by ,thoſe who are. bitten witha : % .;;/ + :.5 
mad Dog, that their Cure is extreme ++ difficult, if not impoſſible ;, for, being tormented 7 Miſerimum | 

with Thirſt, yet are ſo fearful of Water, that the fight of forties cauſesfugden Con: omar 3c 

vulſions and Death. , This is a ſignificant Emblem of. a deſpairing Soul: For ;when 10+ firi & aquz 

raged Conſcience bites tothe quick, the guilty Perſon fill'd with, Eſtuations and ,Terrars, bugg by 

ardently thirſts for Pardon, yet fearfully, forſakes his own Mercies, Ly are RN ſhes in angut- 

pounded to encourage Faith in the Divine,Promiſes, he turns to juſtify his Infig Hb oeſt, Celſ. | 
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Repreſent to him the infinite Mercies of God, the unvaluable Merits of Chriſt ſufficient to 
redeem the loſt World, it increaſes his Deſpair,becauſe he has perverſly abuſed thoſe Mercies, 
and negle&ed thoſe Merits. The moſt precious Promiſes of the Goſpel are killing Terrors 
to him: as the ſweet Title of Friend, wherewith our Saviour receiv'd Judas when he 
came to betray him, was the moſt ſtinging Reproach of his perfidious Villany. Thus it 
appears how dangerous it 15 to delay Repentance and Reconciliation with God till Sickneſs 


and a Death-bed, when the remembrance or forgetfulneſs of Sin, the ſenſe or ſecurity of 
Conſcience may be equally deſtructive. 


The ſum of what has been amplified in this Part is this : A vain hone of living long, 
and being reconcil'd to God when Men pleaſe, is the fatal Foundation of their Sins and Mi- 
ſery. They apply the Word of God againſt the Mind of God, and ſecurely provoke him, 
as if they could take Heaven by violence, 1n contradiftion to the Goſpel. But they uſual- 
ly diſpoſe of that time they ſhall never enjoy, and preſume upon that Mercy and Grace 


they ſhall never obtain. We are commanded to ſeek the Lord while he may be found ; a (ad In- 


timation that *tis not in our power to find him to our Comfort when we pleaſe. He ſpares 
long, but abuſed Patience will deliver Sinners to revenging Juſtice. Sampſoz was three 
times in the Chamber of his Luſt expos'd to Treachery, and eſcap'd ; but the fourth time 
he ſaid, I will ariſe, but was ſurprized by his Enemies, and loſt his Strength, and Sight, 
and Liberty. How juſtly will the wilful neglect of Salvation ſo long, and fo compaſſio- 


nately offer'd to Sinners, render the Divine Mercy inexorable to their Prayers and Tears at 


laſt ? When a Roman Gentleman that was wont to revel in the night, and ſleepin theday, 
had waſted a great Eſtate by Luxury, he petitioned the Emperour T'iberins to relieve his 
Poverty, and wasdifmiſs'd with this upbraiding Anſwer, Sero experretFas es, you aretiſen | 
too late. - He never open'd his Eyes to ſee his Condition till it was paſt Remedy. This is 
the ſad Caſe of many that waſte the Seaſons of Grace, and are careleſs of their Duty, till 
vpon the point of periſhing, and then addreſs themſelves to God for his Favour and Pardon, 
but are ju{Hy rejected with the reproaches of their obftinate negle& of Salvation in the time 
of their Lives. I doubt not that ſome are wonderfully converted and ſaved art laſt; but 
theſe ſpecial Mercies are like our Saviour's miraculous healing the two blind Perſons as he 
was paſſing in the way, when great numbers of the blind remain'd uncur'd. Weread a 
prodigious Story in the Book of Kzngs, that a Captain and his fifty Men commanded El/as 
to come tothe King, and immediately a Tempeſt of Lightning deſtroyed them. Now 
who would think that another Captain with his fifty ſhould be ſo deſperate, having 
the Aſhes and Relicks of thoſe miſerable Carcaſes before their Eyes, as to make the ſame 
Citation to the Prophet ? yet they did, and provok'd the Juſtice of Heaven to conſume 
them, And this Madneſs is exemplified in thouſands every day ; for notwithſtanding they 
ſee Sinners like themſelves cut off in their evil ways, they continue unreformed, as it they 
were fearleſs of Hel], as if reſolved to ſecure their own Damnation. 

I would nor from what has been repreſented in this Matter ſo univerſally uſeful, diſ- 
courage any that have lived 1n a courſe of Sin, from earneſt ſeeking, to God in their laſt 
hours : For even then they are not utterly deſtitute of Hope. 'The Goſpel ſets forth the 
Mercy of God to returning Sinners, in various Repreſentations and Expreſſions of admira- 
ble Tenderneſs. When the loſt Sheep was recovered, there was Joy as if a Treaſure had 
been found. The Prodigal had waſted his Eſtate in Laſciviouſneſs and Luxury, and by a 
harſh reduQion came to himſelf, refleting with ſhame upon his Folly and Rebellion ; and 
the ſenſe of his Miſery (not a more ingenuous or noble Principle at firſt ) compelPd him 
to go to his Father, to try what his AﬀeCtion would do. Andit was not a vain preſumpti- 
on, for he found the cſfeths ot fatherly and compaſſionate Love : 'When he was a great way 
off, his Father ſaw him, and had Compaſſion, and ran and fell on his Neck, and kiſſed him. 
And the Son ſaid, Father, TI have ſinned againſt Heaven, and in thy ſight, and am no more wor- 
thy to be called thy Son. But the Father fad to his Servants, Bring out the beſt Robes, and put 
a Ring on his Finger, and Shoes on his Feet, and bring hither the fatted Calf, and kill it ; let 
us eat and bemerry, for this my Son was dead, and is alive again ; was loſt, and of pra The 
Deſign of Chriſt was to repreſent his Heavenly Father in that Parable : and to wounded 
Spirits that fee] the intolerable weight of Sin, the Mercy and Mildneſs of the Goſpel is to 
be exhibited. God is rich in Mercy to all that call upon him in Truth. But to tell Sin- 
ners who ſecurely proceed intheir ſinful Ways, that they may be ſavedat laſt, and notwith- 
ſtanding their preſumptuous Repulſes of God's Calls to his Service, yet think they may 
come into the Vineyard at the eleventh hour, and be rewarded, is to give countenance 
and protection to Sin, and to harden them to Deſtrution. Poiſon is not cured by giving 
Food, but Antidotes, that put Nature into a Paſſion till it be expelled. The Terrors of 
the Lord can only prove Medicinal to ſuch depraved Souls. 
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To conclude this Argument, let us ſeriouſly conſider the Revelation God: has afforded of 
himſelf in the Goſpel. He isa Father and a Judg ; Juſtice and Holineſs as'well as Mercy 
are eſſential to his Nature, that our AﬀeCtions may be accordingly moved: towards him. 
If ye call on the Father, who without reſpett of Perſons judgeth according to every Man's mork, - 

paſs the time of your ſojourning here in fear. Preſumption and Deſpair are very diſhonourable. 
to God, and pernicious to the Soul : the one deſtroys the Fear, the other the Love of God. 
But Hope contemper'd with Fear, has an excellent Influence in the Chriſtian Life. As the 
Ballaſt and the Wind are both neceſſary, that the Ship may fail ſafely ; without the Wind 
the Ship. can make no way ; and without Ballaſt *cis in danger of overſetting by 'every 
Guſt. Thus Hope and Fear are neceſſary to bring us fafely to Heaven, Fear without 
Hope chills, and ſtupifies the vigour and alacrity of the Soul; that it cannot come to God : 
and Hope without Fear, makes it vain and careleſs of its Duty, and liable to be overthrown 
by every pleaſing Temptation. _ Briefly, let us rightly underſtand the Tenor of the Evan- 
oelical Promiles of Pardon and Grace ; they are conditional, and applicable only to penitent 
Believers. And unfeigned Faith purifies the Heart , works by Love, and 1s the living 
Principle of univerſal Obedience. And Repentance unto Life is produCttive of all good 
Fruits in their Seaſon. Without Faith and Repentance we can neither be juſtified in-this 
World, nor glorified in the next. Be ot deceived, God is not mocked : as « Man ſows, ſo. 
ſhall he reap. He that ſows to the Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corruption : he that ſows to the Spi- 
rit, ſhall of the Spirit reap Life everlaſting. i 
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CHAP. VII. 
The preſerving our ſelves from preſumptuous Sins, a means to render Death comfortas 
* ble. The gealous diſcharge of the Duties of our C allings, and endeavours to glorify 
God, and do good according to our Abilities, will ſweeten the thoughts of Death. An 
indifference of Mind and Aﬀedtions to Earthly thinss makes Death leſs fearful. Fre- 
quent converſe with God m Holy Duties, makes Death deſirable. 4 ſtedfaſt belief of 
future Happineſs makes Death deſwable. An Excitation to the Saints to die with Cou- 
- rage and Chearfulneſs. Tis our Duty to die with Reſignation and with Patience, 


and earneſt deſires to be with Chriſt. *Tis Very becoming a Chriſtian to die with Joy 
and Thankſgiving. 


2. H E careful preſerving our ſelves from wilful prefumptuous Sins, is a happy | 
means to render Death comfortable to us. Sins of ignorance and infirmity, of 

ſudden ſurreption and ſurprize, the beſt Men are not freed from in the preſent ſtate : and 
being the daily motive of our Grief, and ſerious circumſpettion to prevent them, are con- 
ſiſtent with the regular Peace of Conſcience, and the Friendſhip and Favour of God. 
But great Sins 1n their matter being ſo contrary to natural Conſciefice, and ſupernatural 
Grace, or Sins preſumptuous in the manner of their commiſhon, ſuch as proceed from the. 
choice of the perverſe Will againſt the inlightned Mind, whatever the matter or kind of 
them be, are direct Rebellion againſt God, a defpifing of his Command, and provoke his 
pure Eyes, and make the aſpett of Death fearful. The Spirit ſeals our Pardon and Title 
to Heaven as the Holy Spirit ; his Teſtimony, that we are the Children of God, and Heirs 
of Glory, is concurrent with the renewed Conſcience, and diſtinguiſh'd from the norane 
Preſumptions, blind ConjeCtures, and carnal ſecurity of the unholy, As the ſanCti ing 
Spirit he diſtinguiſhes true Chriſtians from the loſt World, appropriates them toGod, con- 
firms their preſent Intereſt in the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and their future Hopes, Briefly, 
Grace is the moſt ſenfible effet and fign of God's ſpecial Favour, the fruit of EleRion, 
and the earneſt of Glory : and the Truth of Grace is moſt clearly and certainly madeevi- 
dent by the continual efficacy of it in the Converſation, The obſervation of our Hearts 
to ſuppreſs unholy AﬀeCtions, and of our Senſes toprevent them, a conſtant courſe of Ho- 
lineſs in our Lives (though many Frailties will cleave to the beſt) is uſually rewarded 
with great Peace here. mm - | | 
God has eſtabliſh'd a connexion between our Obedience and his Comforts. Thoſe that 
keep themſelves pure from the defilements of the World, have-the white Stoze promiſed, 
the bright Jewel of afſurance of God's pardoning and rewarding Mercy, We read of 
Enoch, that he walk*d with God, was a Star ſhining 1n a corrupt Ape ; the tenour of his Life 
was holy, and he was tranſlated to Heaven without ſeeing Death, Though this was atl 
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extraordinary diſpenſation, yet there is a peculiar Reward analogical to it; for thoſe who 
walk circumſpe&aly, they ſhall not ſee Death with its Terrors, but uſually have a holy 
Chearfulneſs, a peaceful Joy in their paſſage through the dark Valley to Heaven. But 
preſumptuous Sins againſt external and internal Re raints, the convincing Law of God, 
and the Direfions of Conſcience, (to which even the Saints of God are liable here, as 
appears by David's earneſt Prayer to be preſerved from them ) ſuch Sins grieve the holy 
Spirit, and wound our Spirits, and, if continued, ſequeſter us from the comfortable Privi- 
lepes of the Goſpel, and render us unfit for the Kingdom of Heaven, And whea they are 
retrated by Repentance, yet there often remainsa bitter Remembrance of them ; as deep 
Wounds, tho cur'd, yet are felt in change of Weather. And ſometimes a Spring-tide of 
Doubts and Fears breaks into humble penitent Souls, in the laft Hours : tho Death brings 
them ſafely, yet not comfortably to Heaven, : OY 
3. The zealous Diſcharge of the Duties of our Place and Calling, the ConjunEtion of 
our Reſolutions and Endeavours to glorify God ; and do good according to our abilities 
and opportunities of Service, ſweetens the Thoughts of Death ro us. For the true End 
and PerfeRion of Life is the Glory of God ; and when with Fidelity it is employed in or- 
der to it, Death brings ustothe bleiſed Reff from our Labours. Our Saviour when he was to 
leave the World, addreſs'd himſelf to his Father, I have glorified thee on Earth, Thave finiſh- 
ed the Work thou geveſ me to do, And now, Father, glorify me with thy ſelf, with the Glory 
which I had with thee before the World was, John We A Chriſtian that imitates and honours 
Chriſt, and with Diligence perſeveres in well-doing, may with a humble Confidence in 
the Divine Mercy expet the promiſed Reward, The RefleCtion upon a well-ſpent Life 
is joyn'd with a joyful Proſpect of God's Favor and Acceptance above. But to the careleſs 
and remiſs, to thoſe who are wilfully negligent of their Duty, how fearful is Death that 
ſummons them to givean account of their 'Talents to the Righteous. Lord ? 
4. A holy indifference of affeQtion to preſent things, makes it eaſy to part with them, 
and Death leſs fearful to us. David, tho a King, declares he was a Stranger on (ri 
not only with reſpe& to his tranſient Condition, but his inward Diſpoſition ; and that he 
was 45 4 weaxed Chila from the admired Vanities of the World. Chryſoſtom in a Letter to 
Ciriacus, who was tenderly ſenſible of his Baniſhment, wrote to him, © You now begin to 
« [ament my Baniſhment, but Thave done fo for a long time : for ſince Iknew that Heaven 
« was my Country, I have eſteemed the whole Earth a place of Exilement. Conſtantino- 
« ple, from whence I am expelPd, is as diſtant from Paradiſe as the Deſert to which they 
« ſend me. But when our AﬀeCtions are ſet upon externalthings, and we are irregular 
in our aims, intemperate in our uſe, and immoderate in our delights, how ſenſible and 
cutting is the divition from them ? How bitter is Death that deprives.a carnal Wretch 
of all the Materials of his frail Felicity ? What a ſtorm of Paſſions is raiſed, to loſe all 
his good things at once ? For *tis a Rule in Nature, What is poſſeſs'd with tranſporting Joy, 
is loſt with exceſſive Sorrow. As the Ivy that twines ſo cloſely about the Tree, Aw IS 1- 
timately faſtned by ſo ny Roots as there are Branches, capnot be pluck'd away without 
rending the Bark with it ; ſo when the World,that was as it were incarnated with the Heart; 
 Hzcenim eft js taken away, the Heart it ſelf is grievouſly rent by the violent Separation. And the infe- 
araonges w_ _ of carnal and worldly Perſons is heavily aggravated, in that the Guilt in procuring 
ter quz pec- Of abuſing thoſe Treaſures and Delights that they leave here with fo great Sorrow, will 
cant.Morents cleave to them, and give Teſtimony againſt them before their Judg. But when the Aﬀec- 
& ipſa peccara £10Ns are looſe to the World, and ſet upon Heaven, our leaving the Earth is no Loſs but Gain, 
ſecum portant- and our ſeparation from the Body of Fleſh is with that alacrity, as the putting off a vile 
4s: Garment to be clothed with a Royal Robe. Twas the wiſe Counſel of Tertullian ro the 
Stems expe- Women of the firſt Ages of the Church, not to value and love the Jewels and Ornaments 
duz ac ory, of Gold, that they might be more ready and reſolved to obtain by Death, Martyrdom, 
habentes quod and by Martyrdom, Eternal Glory, And that we may diſentanglc our Souls from: thoſe 
m—— voluntary Bands that faſten us to preſent things, we muſt have a ſincere uncorrupted Judg- 
tinacula ita JENT Of their meanneſs. The Apoſtle exhorts Chriſtians to Moderation in their Temper 
ſunr ſpei no- and Converſation, with reſpe& to the Buſineſs and Enjoyments here ; that they who have 
_ SE Wives, be as tho they had none ;, that thoſe that rejoice, be as tho they rejoiced not ;, and they that 
"27" bay, astho rheypolſeſed not ; and they that uſe the World, as not abuſing it : for the faſhion of 
the World paſſeth awsy. To a wiſe and pondering Obſerver, what compariſon is there be- 
tweenShadows and Dreams, and ſubſtantial everlaſting Bleſſedneſs ? If Men had the ſame 
opinion of this World whulſt they live, as they will have when they are to die, they 
would not inordinately ſeek it. They who have magnified temporal Honours and Riches, 
and lived 1n Pleaſures without Remorſe, yet in their dying Hours, when Men ſpeak with 
molt fccling and leaft affeQation, how have they vilified thoſe empty appearances of Hap- 
pineſs ? with what moving expreſſions declared the vanity and brevity of worldly things? 
AS 
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As when the I/rae/ites were to go through the River Jordan, that opened it ſelf to make a 
free and dry Paſſage for them; the lower part of its Waters ran into the Dead Sea, and | 
utterly fail*d, Foſb. 3. 16. but the Waters that came from above, roſe up arid appear'd Ad inſtar 
like a Mountain, Thus when, Men come to the univerſal Paſſage from this to the next —_— incy- 
Life, inferiour things abſolutely fail, and are loſt in the dead Sea ; but the things above, nt 9p: | 
that are eternal, then appear in their true Greatneſs, exteding all Humane Comprehenſt- cul 
on : from henceis the change of Mind and Language concerning the one and other. 
. Solemn, affeQionate, and frequent Converſe with God 1n religious Duties, will ren- 
der Death not fearful to us. The whole Life of a Chriſtian, as ſuch, is a continual Commu: 
nion with the Father, and with Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Join 1. 3. For he performs all good Works 
by Divine Grace communicated from above, and refers all to the Divine Honour. Asin a 
pair of Compaſſes, one Foot is fix'd 1n the Center, while tlie other moves in the Circum- 
ference : ſo the Heart of a Chriſtian isin Heaven, his aims are for God, whilſt he is ative 
here in the World. His Natural and Civil Aions are heightened to a ſupernatural end : 
And thus his Converſation is in Heaven. But this-was ſpoken of before : and that which is 
now ſpecified, is the more immediate Service of God in holy Meditation, Prayer, and 
the Ordinances of the Goſpel, which is the nobleſt part of the ſpiritual Life. DET 
Our bleſſed Saviour who was a Comprehenſor upon Earth, always faw the Face of God, 
and invariably ſought his Glory in all things, yet had his ſpecial times of Prayer and Hea- 
\ venly Communion with God, and the moſt glorious Teſtimonies of his Favour in thoſe 
times. Ovr Communion with God here is as true as in Heaven, but the Influence and 
Fruition is difterent according to our Capacity. When the Soul feels the vigorous Exerciſe 
of the Thoughts and AﬀeQtions upon God, and the raiſed Operations of Grace in holy 
Duties, tis as certain a ſign of God's favour and acceptance, as when Fire deſcended from 
Heaven to conſume the Sacrifice. And often our affettionate Duties are rewarded with . 
ſenſible Conſolations, and holy Souls are diſmiſs'd from - the Throne of Grace, as they 
{hall be received at the Throne of Glory, with the reviving Teſtimonies of God's appro- 
bation. Now the aſſurance of God's Love conquers the Fear of Death. 
This Communion muſt be frequent. As Love and Reſpetts between Friends are main- 
tained by conſtant Viſits and Letters, and mutual Confidence ariſes from acquaintance : ſo 
by the interchange of holy Duties and divine Favours, we preſervea lively fenſe of God's 
Love, and a humble Familiarity with his Majeſty, that his Preſence 1s not a Terror to us. 
A Chriſtian that walks with God here, when he leaves the World, (to uſe the Words of a 
dying Saint ) changes his Room, but not his Company. God was always with him on Earth, 
and he ſhall be ever with God in Heaven. 
But cold and ſeldom Converſe begets ſtrangeneſs, and that makes us ſhy of God. When. 
Religious Duties are performed as a Complemental Vifit without zealous AﬀeQtions, or u- 
ſed only in times of AfliQion and Exigency, as Cordial Waters in {wooning Fits, the 
Divine Preſence is uncomfortable to us. They who prefer carnal Sweets before acquain= 
tance with God, cannot with Peace and Joy think of appearing before him. O how unwel- 
come is Death to ſuch ! for then the Spirit returns to God that gave it. 
6. Ter usſtrengthen our Belief of the bleſſed State after Death. Divine Truths loſe their 
influence and efficacy when they are not ſtedfaſtly believed. Faith is the ſubſtance of things 
not ſeen, and the evidence or convittion of _ hoped for, Heb. 11. 1. 'F he Spirit confirms 
our Faith, not by a pure Phyſical A&, but by convincing Reaſon of the Truth of the 
Goſpel. The Life of Chriſt ſo glorious in Holineſs, his DoQtrine ſo becoming the Wiſ- 
dom and other excellent Attributes of the Deity ; his Miracles ſo great, numerous, open, 
and beneficial, not merely to ſurprize the Spectators with aſtoniſhment, but to touch their 
Hearts ; his Death foretold by the Prophets, and exaQly agreeing in all the Circumſtances 
of the PrediRions ; his ReſurreQion the moſt noble Operation of the Divine Power, are 
the ſtrongeſt Proofs that what he has reveaPd as the Counſel of God for our Redemption, 
and the Preparations of Glory for the Saints in Heaven, are divine Truths. And the effi- 
cacy of the Spirit of Chriſt in ns his 7s 4 in all Apes, isa continual and as ſa- 
tisfying an Argument that the Goſpel is derived from God the Fountain of Truth, as ex- 
traordinary Miracles. For Holineſs 1s as inſeparable a property of the Divine Nature as 
Omnipotence, and the SanQtification of the Soul as divine an Effe&t as the ReſurreQion of 
the Body. Now in the Goſpel God enters into Covenant with obedient Believers, to be 
their God, a Title and Relation, that ſuppoſing them the moſt happy here, all the Enjoy- 
ments of this World cannot fulfil, This Covenant is not difſolv'd by Death, for he ules 
this ſtile after the Death of his faithful Servants : and from hence it follows they are parta- 
kers of his.Glory and Joys in the next Life. For the Honour of his Veracity is moſt dear 
to him. The Pſalmiſt declares that he has magnified his Word above all bis Name. No 
PerfeQtions of his Nature are more ſacred and inviolable than his Truth. The Foungati- 
| Ons 


ons of Nature ſhall be overturn'd, and the moſt ſolid parts of the Creation deſtroyed, but 
his Promiſes ſhall be compleatly accompliſh'd. We are aſſured by his infallible Authoruy, 
that there remains a Reſt for the People of God, And he that receives this Teſtimony, ſets to his 
Seal that God is true; honours the Truth of God's Word, and binds himſelf more firml 
to his Service, and is encouraged to leave this ſenſible World for that which is infinitely bet- 
ter. Our Confidence and Patience in welldoing, and in ſufferin the utmoſt Evil to Na- 
ture, is from the pregnant apprehenſions of the reality of eternal things. We know, faith 
the Apoſtle, if our earthly Tabernacle be diſſolved, we have a Building not made with Hanas, 
eternal in the Heavens, 2 Cor. 5.1. This fortified him againſt the Terrors of Death. 
When Stephen ſaw the Heavens open, and the Son of God ready to recerve him, with what 
Courage and Conſtancy did he encounter the bloody Rage of his Murderers? Faith ſup- 
plies the want of Viſion, it pierces the Clouds, opens a Window in Heaven, ſees the 
Crowns of Righteouſneſs prepared for the Saints, and ſweetens the bittereſt paſſage to it. 
But if our Faith be weak and wavering, our Courage will decline in the needful Hour, 
"Tis with Chriſtians in their laſt paſſage from Earth to Heaven, as with Saint Peter walk- 
' Ing upon the Waters to Chriſt : whilſt his Faith was firm in Chriſt, he went upon the 
aves as 0n the firm Land ; but upon the riſing of a Storm his Faith ſunk into Fear, and 
he ſunk in the Waters ; till our Saviour upon his earneſt Prayer, Lord, ſave me, took hold 
of him, and rais'd him with that compaſſionate Reproof, O thow of little Faith, wherefore 
didſt thou doubt ? ; 
The laſt Uſe is, to excite the Saints to die with that Courage and Chearfulneſs as be. 
comes the Goſpel of Chriſt. The incouragement of Joſhua to the 1/7aelites againſt the 
Giants that terrified. them from entring into the Land of Canaay, the Type of Heaven, 
Be not afraid of them, they are Bread for as, we ſhall obtain an eaſy conqueſt over them, 
' is applicable to this purpoſe : Do not fear Death, the Enemy that interpoſes between us 
and the true Canaan; for our Conflict {hall be the means of our Victory, and triumphant 
Poſſeſſion of the holy and bleſſed Land above. This is very honourable to our Redeemer, 
Ezit, Jul. and recommends Godlineſs to the Judgment, AfﬀeQtions, and Praftice of others. St. Baſil 
 tellsof a Cuſtom to anoint the tops of Doves Wings with ſome fragrant Liquor, that mix- 
ing in company with other Doves, they might by the Scent allure them to follow to the 
Dove-houſes. Thus when holy Perſons live and die with peaceful Joy, thoſe that con- 
verſe with them, are drawn by that Fragrance of Paradiſe to apply themſelves to ſerious 
Religion. | 

Tis the Apoſtle's conſolatory Advice to Believers, Not to be ſorronful for thoſe that ſleep in 
JESUS, as thoſe that are without hope. x Theſl. 4, 

When Jacob ſaw his beloved Son's Coat rent and ſtain'd with Blood, he abandoned him- 
ſelf to'deſperate Sorrow, and continued mourning for his Death, when Joſeph was advanc'd 
in Authority and Dignity next to Pharaoh in the Kingdom of Egypt. Thus when we ſee 
the Garment of Mortality rent by Diſeaſes, we mourn for departed Saints, as if Death 
had abſolutely deſtroyed them, when their Souls are reigning in Glory. This immode- 
rate Sorrow is a Heatheniſh Paſſion, ſutable to their ignorance of the future happy State, 
but very unbecoming the plenary aflurance the Goſpel affords usof it. Indeed for the wick- 
ed to die with fears and palpitations of heart, to be ſurrounded with impendent horrours, 
when ſuch a precipice and depth of Miſery is before them, is very juſt and reaſonable ; 
but for the Saints to die ennia Ny under inordinate Fears, is a diſparagement to the 
Bleſſed Hope eſtabliſh'd upon the Revelation of Life and Inamortality by the Goſpel. 

Now in three things I ſhall propound the Duty of dying Chriſtians. 

1. To ſubmitto the Divine Pleaſure with reſigned Spirits, as to the Means, the Man- 
ner, and Time of Death. God has a Sovereign Right and Dominion over us. The pre- 
ſent Life is his moſt free Favour, and he may juſtly reſume it when he pleaſes: His Will 
ſhould be the firſt and laſt Rule of ours. Whether he gently untwines the Band of Life, 
or violently breaks it, we muſt placidly without relu&tation yield up our ſelves. By 
what Means ſoever Death comes, all ſecond Cauſes are moved by an impreſſion from 
above, in what Age of Life ſoever ; all our Times are appointed by the divine Counſel : 
and a Saint ought with that readineſsand meek ſubmiſſion to receive it, as if he heard an ex- 


* Ile exerir Preſs Voice from Heaven calling him to God, and fay in his heart with Samuel, Here I am, . . 


gladium, ille thou aiaſt call me, This is the laſt a&t of our "8; rod and very pleaſing to God. We 


voro unZ de- £<4d Of the marvellous * Conſent of Abraham and his Son 1/aac, the Father to offer up his 


vorione : ſub SON, and the Son his Life, ( that were both the Gifts of God) in compliance with the di- 
_ —_— vine Command, and from Heaven he declared his high approbation of it. This is to make 
tis, ſed-potius 4 /ertue of Neceſſity, and turn Nature into Grace. But diſcontent and reluftancy, as if our 
naturz ipſius Lives were Our own, and taken from us unjuſtly or unſeaſonably, is Rebellious Unthank- 


_ zi fulneſs, unbecoming a Creature, much more a true Chriſtian, who exchanges a periſhing 
2.20 


Lite for that which 1s eternal. Y 
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Chap. VIII. 


Of DEATH. 447 

2. To receive Death not only with Patience, but earneſt deſices tobe with Chriſt. I know 

Death is naturally unwelcome. Our Saviour tells St. Peter, When thou art old, another 
all bind thee, and lead thee where thou wouldeft uot, Jobn 21. 41. ſignifying his Martyrdom. 
he Circumſtance (when thow art ol/d') is remarkable, and intimates the natural unwilling- Securs 2 ect» 


neſs to die, when there was little time t6 live. . But his rational ſanRifyed Will was ſupe- pore volcbar 
riour and' prevalent. The univerſal deſire of the Saints is to be happy in the Preſence of io fed 6 A 


Tra&. 123. in 
Fenn, 


render Death deſirable. The beft ſuffer internal Diviſions between the Law of the Fleſh, 
ge: repugnant in_ her 
£ 


bertatem,, 
S) 


of the 


his Soul, ardent nat gg many Heaven, How valiant were the Martyrs in expreſſing 
as of Love to Chriſt ? How 


for thoſe whoare inlightned by the Revelation of God ſo clearly concerningthe ſtate of 
Glory, and have taſted the Goodneſs of the Lord, and know the incomparable difference 
between the mean and frail Felicity here,and the ineſtimable immutable Felicity hereafter,for 
them to be unwilling to leave this World for that which is infinitely better, 1s aſtoniſhing. 
Such was the Love of our Saviour, that his perſonal Glory in Heaven did not fully content 
Him without the Saints partaking of it with him : Father, I will that thoſe whom thou ha 
given me, be with me where I am, that they may behold my Glory, fohn 17. Tf our Hearts do 
not anſwer his, *tisa ſad Indication that wehave not an Intereſt in him : for the application 
of his Merits is always join'd with the imitation of his Vertues, and the refleQtion of his 
Love. The Lovers of Chriſt will join with the inflamed Spouſe, Draw «4s, 414d we will ran 
after thee: Cant. 1, O looſen our AﬀeRions 5po this World, that we may readily aſcend 
nn to 


Wie "of DEATH Chap. VII. 


and appear before God . RE Tia —_ Es 
- Laltly, To die with Thankſgiving and Joy. Tis uſual to compare this Life to a 
Voyage : The Scriptures the Chart that deſcribegthe Coaſts we muſt paſs, and the Rocks 
we muſt avoid ; Faith is the Compaſs that direQts the Courſe we muſt ſteer ; Love 1s the 
Rudder that governs the Motidn of the Ship ; Hope fills the Sails. Now what Pafſenger 
does not rejoice at the diſcovery of his Country where his Eſtate and Hearts, and more 
at the near approach to the Port where he is to land ? Is not Heaven the Country of the 
Saints? Is not their Birth from above, and their tendency to their Original ? And is not 
the bleſſed Boſom of Chriſt: their Port? O what joyful Thankſgivings are due to. God, 
4 when by his Spirit and Providence, they have __ y finiſh'd their Voyage through ſuch 
+ Quamdiuin 4 dangerous Seas, and are-coming into the Land of the Living ? How joytul was'to Noah 
Salo iſto,cam” the coming of the Dove with'#h Olive Branch, to ſhew him the Deluge was aſſwaped, 
£44 "= and the Time was come of his freedom from the troubleſom company of Animals, andfrom 
the ſtraitneſs and darkneſs of the Ark, to'go forth and. poſſeſs the World ? How joyful 
ſhould Death be to a Saint, that comes like the Dove inthe evening, to aſſure him the De- 
luge of Miſery is ceas'd, and the time is come of his enlargement from the Body, ' his deli- 
verance fromthe wretched fioful Society here, and his effing the Divine World ? Holy 
Souls are immediately tranſported by the Angels to Chriſt, and by him preſented to his 
Father, without /þot or wrinkle, compleat in Holineſs, and prepared for Communion with 
him-in Glory, How joyfully-arethey received into Heaven by our Saviour and the bleſſed 
Spirits ? they are the reward of his' Sufferings, the precious and dear purchaſe of his 
Blood. The Angels that rejoice at the Converſion of a Sinner, do much more at the Glori- 
fication of a Saint : and the Charch of the Firſt-born who have before us enter'd into Glory, 
have a new acceſſion of Joy, when their younger Brethren arrive to the undefiled immor- 
tal Inheritance. And is it not very becoming Believers joyfully to aſcend to the Seat of 
Blefſedneſs,to the happy Society that inſpites mutual Joys for ever? For our encouragement 
there are numerous Inſtances of Believers that have oak Peace and Joy, tho in various de- 
ces, paſt through the dark Vulley to the Inheritance of Light. Some havodied with more 
Accirus ſum oy than they lived, and triunſph*d over 'the laſt Enemy with the vocal Praiſes of God : 


hr ont others with filenf Aﬀetions have quietly commended their Spirits into his Hand. Some ' 


rancem in have inward Refreſhings and Support ; others exuberant Joys and Raviſhments, as if the 
morte homi- T jpht of Glory ſhined into them, or the Veil of Fleſh were drawh, and their Spirits were 
ancem morti, Preſent With the inviſible World. Some of the Martyrs in their cruelleſt Sufferings felt 
Bern.26.Serm. fuch impreſſions of Confidence and Alacrity, that as in the Houſe of Lemech there were ac- 
in Can? corded at the ſame time two diſcordant Callings by the two Brothers ; Jubal the Inverter 
of the Harp and Organ, and Tubal-Cain the firſt Artificer in Braſs and Iron, Gen. 4. the 
one praQtiſed on lodroment of Muſick, breathing harmonious Sounds and Melodies; the 
other uſed Hammers and Anvils, making noiſe and tumult: So in ſome Perſons, whilſt 
the heavieſt Strokes fell on their Bodies, their Souls were raviſh'd with the ſweeteſt Joy and 
Exultation. ' Indeed *tis not thus always with the Saints: for tho Sin be pardoned, yet 
the apprehenſions of Guilt may remain. When a Stream is difturbed, it does not truly 
repreſent the ObjeQt : When the AﬀeCtions are diſordered, the Mind does not judg aright 
of-a Chriſtian's State. A Serpent may hiſs when it has loſt its Sting. Death may terrify 
when it cannot hurt us. I doubt not but ſome excellent Saints have been in anxieties to the 
laft, till their Fears were diſpell'd by the aQtual fruition of Bleſſedneſs. As the Sun ſome- 
times ſets in dark Clouds, and riſes in a glorious Horizov, We read our Evidences for 
Heaven by the Light of God's Countenance : his Image is made viſible in our Souls by 
the illuſtration of his Spirit : and he exerciſes Prerogative in the diſpenſation of his Com- 
forts. . *Tis his pleaſure to beſtow extraordinary Favours on ſome, and deny them to others 
that are as holy. But every penitent Believer has juſt cauſe of Joy in Death: for Jeſus 


Chrift has reconciled God, deſtroyed Satan, and conquered Death : and the laſt day of his 


Lite is the firſt of his Glory. 


Of 


to thee -- they will renew the Sighs of holy David in his Baniſhment, O whin ſhall we come 
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Chap. I. 


Of Eternal Judgment. 


mmun_w—r—tre Rn Cee —_ — 


ACTS xvi. 21. 


Becauſe he hath appointed a Day, in the which he will judg the World in Righteouſneſs, 
by that Man whom he hath ordained : whereof be hath given Aſſurance unto all Men, 
in that he hath raiſed him from the dead. 


dw 


CHAP. 1, 


The Coherence of the Text opened. The determining a Tyme, and the defugnation of the 
Perſon to judg the World are expreſt. God is King of the World by Creation. The 
two principal parts of his Sovereignty, are giving Laws to rule bis Subjefts, and to paſs 
final Judgment according to thoſe Laws. Fiis Eſſential Attributes qualify bim for the 
exerciſe of Government, The Son of God united to the Flumane Nature, is wiſely 
appointed to judg Men. The quality of this Office requires no leſs Perſon, iupon the 

| account of its Seakatn Dignity, and immenſe difficulty. *Tis the reward of his 
Sufferings. The ' day of Judgment is fliled the Great Day in ſeveral reſpefts, To 
define the particular time is beyond the knowledg of any mere (reatre. 


AINT Pax! had this Title of Honour eminently conferred upon him, the Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles : This Office he performed with perſevering Diligence, diffuſing the 
Light of Life to thoſe that ſate in Darkneſs, andin the raged, Death. In this 
ter we have recorded the ſubſtance of his Sermon to the Athenians; wherein his ad- 

mirable Zeal and Prudence are remarkable, in the matter and order of his Diſcourſe, to 

convince and perſwade them to receive the ſaving Truthof the Goſpel. Hefirſt lay#down 
the Principles of natural Religion, to prepare them for the more eaſy belief of ſupernatu- 
ral revealed Religion. The depravation of the Minds of Men was in no inſtance more 
prodigious than in their vilifying Conceits of the Deity : They attributed -his Name and 

Honour to various Idols, and aſcribed to him their own Figure, and, which was infinitely- 

more unworthy and diſhonourable, their own Paſſions and Vices. They adored their 
own vain Imaginations. The Idols of their Hearts were erected on their Altars. Venus 
was a Goddeſs, becauſe impure Love reigned in their Breaſt. Bacchus had religious Rites, 
becauſe ſenſual Pleaſures, as ſweet as Wine, intoxicated their Spirits. Theſe Errors, as 
groſs as impious, were univerſal: the Philoſophers themſelves were not exempted from the 

Contagion. The Apoſtle therefore makes uſe of the cleareſt Arguments, to give Autho- 
rity to the plain conſpiring Voice of Nature, that had ſo long in vain recall'd them from 

Idolatry to the Worſhip of the only true God. He therefore declares that the Divine Ma- 
ker of all things, the Father of Spirits, could not be repreſented by corporeal and corruptible 
things, ver.:29. but was tO be acknowledg'd and adored in a manner becoming his ſpiritu- 
al and infinite PerfeQions. That he made all Nations of one Blood, ver. 26. tho diftin- 
euiſh'd in their Habitations and Times, that they might ſeek and ſerve the one univerſal 
Creator, And tho the Pagan World for many Ages had lived in an unnatural Oblivion of 
God, and he ſeem'd unconcerned for their Violation of his Laws, yet it was not from the 
defett of Juſtice, but the direction of his Wiſdom, that his Patience was ſo long extended 
to them. And this he proves by the new and moſt expreſs Declaration of his Will : Bar 
70m he commanded all Men every where to repent ; becauſe he hath appointed a Day, in which he 
will jadg the World in Righteouſneſs, by the Man whom he hath ordained : whereof he hath gi- 
wen aſſurance to all Men, in that he raiſed him from the dead. 


In the Words, the Eternal Counſels of God are revealed in two great things. 
mu © 1. The 


"0 "of Erernal Fudgnam. Chap 


"RY. - determining a Time wherein he will righteoully judg the World : He hath appoin- 


ted 4 Day. EET oo” — 
2, Ihe DO Eb of the Perſon by hom he wil perform that eminene part of Sove- 
eas 


raignty : b Yeſds Chriſt, whonl he hath riiſed from the dead. 
In order to the handling of the main Point, it is requiſite to premiſe briefly ſome Propo- 
ſitions..... 


1. That God is the Univerſal Monarch of the World, and has ſupreme Authority 
to govern reaſonable Creatures, antecedent to their Ele&tion and Conſent. The Pfalmiſt 
calls to the Heathens, Kyow ye that the Lord is God, Pfal.100.3. that 1s, the molt glorious 
Being, and abſolute Sovereign; for it is he that made aus, and not we our ſelves. He formed 

. all things by his Almighty Goodneſs, and is King by Creation. 


& - 
KI! % 


2. The rwo principal ahd neceſſary parts of his Soveraigoty are, to give Laws for the 
ruling of his Subje&s, and to paſs final Judgment upon thern for their Obedience or Diſcon- 
formity to his Precepts. Mere natural Agents are regulated by a wiſe Eſtabliſhment, that 
is.the Law of their Creation. 'The Sun and Stars are moved according to the juſt Points 
of their Compaſs. The Angels are under a Law in Heaven, 4d obey his Commandmests. 
The Humane Nature of Chriſt, tho advanced to the higheſt capacity of a Creature, yet re- 
ceived a Law. And his whole Work: upon Earth for our Salvation, was an ACt of Obe- 
dience to the Will of, God. If a Prince out of affeftion to his Friend will leave his owa 
Dominions, and live privately with him in a foreign Country, he muſt be ſubjeQt ro the 
Laws of that Place. Indeed i 1s not conceivable that a Creature ſhould be without a Law ; 
for this is to:make it ſupreme and independent : Supreme, in not being liable to a ſuperior 
Power tocantine and order it ; Independent, as to its Being and Operations ; for Depen- 
Fanee necelſarily mters SubjeEtion, "There is a viſible connexion between thoſe Titles; The 

Lord is our Judg, the Lord is our Law-giver, the Lord is our Kjng. Ta. 33. 22. And Tome- 
times in'Scripture his athphoy, oe is intimated in the ritle of Judg : thus in that humble 

þ Expoſtbtariors of '49r aha for Sodom: ; Shi not the Tudg of all the World do right ? He ad- 

KF | drefles Ns.Reqheſt ro God under that Title, to foften his Power, and incline his Clemency 

Eo to ſave the Wicked for their ſakes who: were comparatively Righteous, that is, innocent | 
of their crying Sins. 2 os 

3. As his right to govern and judg the World is natural, ſo are his Attributes, his Wiſ- 

dim; Holmeſs, Juſtice and Power, that qualify and 'render him 'moft worthy tb exerciſe 
this Government. Thefe are finite ſeparable Qualities in Angels or Men, buteſſential Per- 
fectionhs t&the Neity. . ? T15more rational to conceive that things may. be congeaPd' by the 
heat of Fire, 'or turn'd black by whiteneſs; than that the leaſt a&t ot Injuſtice can be done 
by the righteous Lord. Tlie Apoſtle rejects with extreme deteſtation, the 'blafphemous 
Charge of Unrighteouſneſs in God's proceedings : 1s God unrighteous that taketh Vengeance ? 
God forbid : For then how ſhall God juadg the World? Rom. 3. 5,6. He may as ſoon re- 
nounce his Nature, and ceaſe to be God, for'as ſuch he is neceſſarily Judg of the World, 
as: violate his own PerteGtions in his judicial proceedings with us. 

-i:4. God being inviſible in his own Nature, hath mott wiſely ordained the laſt Judgment 
of. the Wotld to be tranſacted by a viſible Perſon ; becauſe Men are to be judged, and the 
whole proceſs of Judgment with them, will be for things done in the Body. The Perſon 
appointed for rhis Great Work, is Jeſus'Chriſt the Son'ot God united to the Humane Na- 
ture. The Father judgeth no May, John 5.22. not as if he deſcended from the "Throne, 
arid deveſted' himfſelt ot his Supremacy, but not-immediately ; but hath committed all judg- 
met to the'Son, And it follows, As the Father hath Life im himſelf, ſo hath he given to the Son 
to. have Life in himſelf : And hath given him authority to execute Judgment alſo, becauſe he-is 
the Som of Mani; ver. 26,”27.'thar is, in the quality of Mediator, for the reward of his 
Sfterings. + The-quality'of this Office requires no lefs Perſon for the diſcharge of it, than 
the Son.of God: GS Mid/w. AC C 

(x. Upon the account of its ſuperlative Dignity. No'mere Creature is capable of ſuch a 
glorious'Commiſſion. "Po paſs a Sovereigi Sentence upon Angels and Men, is a Royalty 
teſerv'd for God himſelf, We read thatwo Man in Heaven or Earth was able to open the ſealed 
Book of his Eternal Counſels, as unſearchable as deep, Rev. 5, only Jeſus Chriſt, who was in 
the Boſom: of ' the Father, the Seat of this Counſels and Compaſſions, and was acquainted 
with all tis Glorious Secrets, could unfold the Order of the Divine Decrees about the 
Church... And 1t no Creature was worthy to be admitted into God's Counſel, much leſs 
to be raken into his "Throne, The Eternal Son, the expreſs image of his Perſon, is alone fit 
to be his authorized Repreſentative in Judgment. Our Saviour declares that the Father in- 
veſted the Son with this Regal Power, that all Mew ſhould honour the Son, John C27 

with the ſamereligious Reverence, and ſupreme Adoration, 45 they honour the Father. 
| (2.) Upon 
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(2.) Upon the account of the immenſe Difficulty no mere Creature is able to diſcharge it. 
To judg the World, includes two things: 1. To paſs a righteous and irrevocable Judgment 
vpon Men for all Things done in this Life. 2. The aQtual execution of the Sentence. 
And for this no leſs than. infinite Wiſdom, and infinite Power are neceſſary. If a ſele&t 
number of Angels of the higheſt Order were depured, yet they could not manage the 
judicial Trial of one Man : For beſides the innumerable As and Omiſſions in one Life, the 
Secrets of the Heart, from whence the guilt or goodneſs of Moral Ations is principally de- 
rived, are not open to them. He alone that Sift all things, can require an account 
of all. Tl, 
 (3:) The Son of Man 1s inveſted with this high Office as the Reward of his Sufferings. 
We muſt diſtinguiſh between theeſſential and oeconomical Power of Chrift. The Sonof 
God, conſidered 1n his Divine Nature, has an Original Power of Judgment equal with the 
Father ; but conſidered as Mediator, has a Power by delegation. In the quality of the 
Son of Man, he is infertor in Dignity to the Father. The Apoſtle declares this in that 
ſcale of Subordination of the Creatures to Believers, and of Believers to Chriſt, and of 
Chriſt ro God ; All things are yours, and you are Chriſts, and Chriſt is God's. Andobſerving 
the beautiful Order that ariſes from the ſuperiority and dependance between things, he faith, 
The Head of every Man is Chriſt, and the Head of the Woman is the Man, and the Head of 
Chriſt is God. Now this Power by Commiſſion was conferr*d upon. him as the Reward of 
his Sufferings. The Apoſtle exprefly declares it, that Chriſt being in the Form of God, and 
without any uſurpation truly equal to him in Divine Perfe&ions and Majeſty, humbled him- 
ſelf, and became obedient to the Death of the Croſs, Wherefore God hath highly exalted bim, 
and given him a Name, above every Name : that at the Name of Jeſus every Kyee ſhould bow, of 
Things in Heaven, and Things in Earth, and Things under the Earth ; and that every Fongue 
ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father, His viQtorious Suf. 
"a are the Titles to his Triumphs; his being ſo ignominiouſly depreſs'd and condemn'd 
by Men, is the juft Reaſon of his advancement to judg the World. cb rag 
5. There 1s a Day appointed wherein the Son of Man will appear in: ſenlible Glory, 
and exerciſe his judicial Power upon Angelsand Men. He is now ſeated at the right Hand 
of the Majeſty on High, and the Celeſtial Spheres are under his Feet : Univerſal Nature 
teels the power of his Scepter : He reigns in the Hearts of the Saints by his Word and Spt- - 
rit, and reftrains the Fury of his Enemies in what degrees he pleaſes : bur ſtill his Servants 
are in diſtreſs, 'and his rebellious Enemies inſokently break his Laws ; and the Curtains of 
Heaven'conceal his Glory from us : therefore a Time is prefix*d when 1n the face of-the 
World he will make an eternal difference by Rewards and Puniſhments, berween the Righ- 
teous and the Wicked, and his Government ſhall have its compleat and. glorious iſſue. 
This is ſtiled the Judgment of the Great Day. | 
1. With reſpec tothe appearance of the Judg, When the Law was given from Mount 
Sinaz, the Mountain was covered with Fire, and the Voice of God as loud as Thunder 
proclaimed it from the midſt of the Flames, ſo that the whole Army of the 1/rae/ites was 
proſtrate on the Plain, ftruck with a ſacred horror, and almoſt dead at the amazing Sights 
and Sounds. From hence *tis ſaid, that in his right Hand was 4 fiery Law. Andit the Law- 
giver appear'd in ſuch terrible Majeſty at the proclaiming the Law, how much more when 
he ſhall come to revenge the Tranfſpreſſions of it? Tis ſet forth in Scripture in the moſt 
lofty;and:magnificent Expreſſions : He ſhall com? in his Father*s Glory, and his own Glory, and 
the'Glory.of the. Angels. Luke g. 26. A devouring Fire ſhall go before him; to conſume 
all the Works bf the Univerſe. He ſhall deſcend trom the higheſt Heavens, glorious in 
the attendance of imnumerable Angels, but more n\his own Majeſty, and'fit on a radians 
Thront high above all. | 6 
2. *Tis great withrreſpeCt to:the appearance of thoſe who are to be judg'd : All the 
Apoſtate Angels, andthe univerſal Progeny of 4d». "The bowels of the Earrh,' and the - 
bortom of the Sex, iand -all:the. Elements ſhall give up the Dead. The mighty Angels, 
. thewinged Miniſtersof Juſtice, Thallfly to all Parts, and attach-the Wicked to bring them 
_ «*5miſerable-Priſoners before that high "Tribunal. And thoſe bleſſed powerful Spirits ſhall 
congregate the Righteous, ito preſent them :at-his righr Hand. | 
3- *Is great with reſpe&to what ſhall be then done : He ſhall perform the moſt glort- 
ous ant! conſummatentt of :his:Regal' Office ; after a righteous Trial, pronounce Judgment, 
upon which: the eternal [Deſtiny of ithe World depends. And immediately the Saints ſhall 
aſcend with him to the everlaſting Manſions of Glory, and the Wicked ſhall be ſwallowed 
up 1n the fiery Gulph'for ever. | 
To define the'particular 'Time whea this ſhall be accompliſh'd, is beyond the knowledp 
of the Anpels of higheſt Dignity. ?Tis inter Arcana Imperii, among the Secrets of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. ?Tis obſervable that God has revealed the Times preciſely wma 
E ſome 
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ſome great Events ſhould come to paſs; after how many Years the 1/raelites ſhould be 
freed from Egyptian Bondage ; after what ſpace of Time they ſhould be reſtored, from the 
Captivity of Babylon; when the Meſſiah ſhould die for the expiation of Sin : but there is 
no deſignation by certain CharaQers of the particular Day, nor Year, nor Age in any 
Prophecy, of our Saviour's coming to Judgment. And of this an account may be given. 
The ſpecial end of thoſe PrediQtions was, that thoſe who lived to ſee their accompliſhment, 
notwithſtanding the ſeeming Impoſſibilities, might believe the Truth and Fower of God 
to fulfil the Revelation of his Purpoſes for the Time to come. But at the laſt Day, all the 
Promiſes and Threatnings will be fulfilled, nothing will remain to be the Object of Faith; 
and conſequently it was ſuperfluous to declare the certain Time, fince the exat} accompliſh- 
ment of itaccording to rhe PrediQtion, will neither be uſeful to confirm Believers, or con- 
vert Infidels. | | 

Laſtly, The ReſurreQtion of F ap Chriſt is the moſt convincing and commanding evi- 
dence of this DoQtrine, that he ſhall judg the World. For he was charged with Blaſphe- 
my deſerving of Death for this "Teſtimony : I ſay wnro you, hereafter ſhall you ſee the Sog of 
Mas itting on the right Hand of Power, and coming in the Cloads of Heaven. Matth. 26. 64. 

He dedicated Martyrdom in his own Sufferings. Now God in raifing him from the Dead, | 
confirmed the Truth of his Teſtimony by that vifible Miracle, and the belief of it conver- 
ted the World to Chriſtianity. | 
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CHAP. I. 


God will righteouſly judg the World by Jeſus Chriſt. The righteouſneſs of God's judicial 
3 | proceedings will appear by conſidering the equity of the Law, the rule of Tudgment. 
3 The Law of Nature conſidered in its Precepts and Penalties, The Precepts are 
I | ſuch as becomes the (reator togive, and the reaſonable Creature to receive. An An- 
ſwer to the Objeftion, that the Law being pure and perfeft, and Man in a frail ſtate, 
af 7 hard to require perfe& obedience from him, and condemn him for failings. 
The Law of Faith confidered. Our Imocence being loſt, Repentance is allowed. 
Sincere obedience is accepted, where perfeftion is wanting. Unfeigned Faith in the 
Redeemer is the condition of our Juſtification and Glorification. The not complying 
with the Goſpel-terms of Salvation, proceeds from the perverſe wills of Men. 


I Will now proceed to illuſtrate and prove the main Point, which is this : 
That God will judg the World i Righteouſueſs by eſus Chriſt 


The Mediator, who ſhall be Judg in the Union of both Natures, conſidered as the Son 
. of God, is effentially Holy and Righteous ; and conſidered as the Son of Man, was holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from Sinners. In him all Vertues ſhin'd in their abſolute 
Purity : and who is ſo worthy and qualified to reward Holineſs and puniſh Wickednefſs as 
the holy One 4 God ? ”Tis faid of him, Thou haft loved Righteonſneſs, and hated Iniquity, 
therefore thy God hath anointed thee with Oil of gladneſs above thy fellows. Heb. 1:9. conſecra- 
ted him to the Reg Office, and enrich'd his humane Nature with Endowments ſutable to it. 
"Twas prophelicd of him, The Spirit of the Lord ſpall reſt upon him, the Spirit of Wiſdons 
and Under Ys the Spirit of Counſel and Might, the Spirit of Kpowledg, and of the Fear 
of the Lord ; an fx make him of quick under anding in the Fear of the Lord: axd he ſhall 
not juag after the ſight of his Eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his Ears, but with 
Righteouſneſs ſhall he judg the Poor, and reprove with Equity. Iſa. 11. 2, 3, 4 Humane 
Judgments are often unrighteous, from vicious Reſpetts and AﬀeQions that pervert the Will, 
or fair Appearances that deceive the Underſtanding : by Gifts or Guile, Innocence is caſt, 
and Guilt acquitted ; but the Judg of the World is inflexible to Partiality, and al! things 
are entirely open to his fight, Tn « at of Judgment he is repreſemed ſitting on « white 
Throne, Rev. 20. 11. the Emblem of unſpotred Holineſs. 


ji K he Righteouſneſs of God's Judicial Proceedings will appear, by conſidering three 
ings. Ps 


I, TheEquity of his Law, the Rule of the great and final Judgment. 
: | IT, The 
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I. The Equity of the Law which, ſþall be t 16, Ru 
appear by conſidering the Law, of Nature, and. the I. 
Penalties, annex'd to,enforce the Obſervation of. t 
r.. The Law of Nature, which' is the Rul l& of Man's 
ment : for without the, Law there is no Tran[greſnon ; and con 
ble for his. Aftions.,;, This Law. is compoſed of ſuch Rule 
and gracious Creator; t9;give, and. the 
entirely agree and concenter 0 8, .the Good. of 
adorns the Law with.the o C ove Ho,” Toft, and Good" 
Holy, as it. enjoins all, A s. of Piety to: "0d : the Horation. of bis Majeſty teful 
his inexpreſſible Div; -\ PerfeQions,: the i meg] his Purity 2 reliank 
neſs, a reſignation to. his moſt wiſe Providence, a and a 
a ſenſe of our * endance and Crow my 
ble Creature, as dignified above. IT 


Societies, without which they di ai _ v6 fall into ys > ng -1 
is virtually comprized;1 fr Rule, To do to others as we would they ſb 
which nothing 1 more equal. Tiogs 00d voy a ot keeps it, commanding 
what is.influentiat upon TE Welt:be — bay and for. ee It does. min | 
Freedom, but allows Fd unſtain'd ights,. and” enjoins what 1 is prc ng 
ſecurehis Dignity, Felicity and PerkAion. Tr forbi rey thittg” that def 
him, and cauſes a degeneration from his! native RISINS . If we preſcind 
the facred Authority, of the Law-giver, all the. ts'0 aw for 
Goodneſs deſerve our-eſteem and. choice, and ent 3" ſervation. _ "The fanftified Mind 
approyes them univerſally. Teſteem «ll t Erve ts comcerning all things $0 be right, fa 
Holy David, ,Pſal. x19. 128, Nay, in t ed there is an inttlleQual aff 
Goodneſs of the Law, tho the Bn Will Mes not embrace jt: there are lira 
tions and Wiſhes to obey it, but controuPd by vicious Deſires. - Tis faid ME ced 
Sinner, . T-hox oone bisWi ill, and approveft pH things that are more excelli pg Corb. 2.28. 
It may. be Objefted,. That the Law being. pure, and Mag i in a _frail'Rate;; ſurtoun 
ed with innumerable Temprations, to require perfe& Obedience from him; agd'condeiry 
him for his Failings, ſeems hard. The Law. lays a. reſtraint upon all the, Senfes,” a 
bids all fleſhly Luſts : this may be eaſy to ſeparate Souls, but | for Men to liven theBo 
as if they were out of it, to be always vigilant. againſt the iofinuarioris or a1 acks of 
. 3s impoſſible. Thus the Carnal Minds apt with ſome colour, to traduce rhe Riphres! 
neſs of God's Government. _ Butit will be clearly vindicated, byc eril 
(1,)) The Law ſuppoſes Man.in, a ſtate of integrity, ſurniſh'd with ſufficict er 
comply with every Precept, tho free to fall from his Duty and Happineſs. "To comman 
rc poo Impoſſibilities, is ryrannical, and utterly inconſiſtent with ” Natute cot ae 
ed G Os. 
(2.)-The firſt Man wilfully tranſgreſs'd the Law, and loſt bis Holineſs \ And Natit 
ifon'd in the Fountain, is corrupt in all the deſcendants from | Mankind wW 
juſtly degr aded in rebellious ne, and 50, of TL Strength to perfornx allt 
the Law requires... - AY eas Eds EE TE ET ER ive: 
(3.) This diſability is vicious apd culpable, and can be tence againſt the: Ris 
of the Law-giver.:\A.natural dilz iy To the w equilite 
cuſe. ?Tis no fault that a Man cannot { ſop the-Si n, ets «4 did; nor calm: 
as our Saviour did by. his Word.. - . Bur the Ta qv | thatariſes fi om a deprave 
rendersa Perſon more. gulty... An pg 5 | T he Will of ME 
dient and. perverſe, .and as ſoon: AS | 
in, Sin becomes more hardened and « 
tumacious. Jews ; . Behold, their Fs 
Were they uncapabſe of hearing! , vine C 
Pas to them « Reprogch, they has no dels kx | 
How can-ye believe, which wid oz 
from God only ? John 6.4 ey j DN 
made it impoſſible for cF-haf in a humble penitetit” Ty | or: 
ſhort, the primary end of the Law was the, Happineſs of Man in the performance of his 
Duty ; and his firſt Sin, and conſequent Impotence to fulfil it; Was by his own fault” As 
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= = Oblic quity of a Line cannat be aſcrib'd to the freight Rule, but to the Error of the Hand 


that draws it. And from hence *isclear, that if Go ſhould with a terrible exaQneſs re. 
quire of Men unſinning Obedience upon the pain of damnation, he could notbetax'd with 
Unrighteouſneſs. 


3+ NOTRE 


pleaſed to mitigate and allay the Severity of the Law by the Go- 
x leaſt breach'of it makes a Perſon an Offender and obnoxious to 
'of Faith propounds ſuch merciful Conditions to the Guilty, that 
perf "chi ape pls hay! ms y plead their Pardon ſeal'd with the Blood of their 
emet "aq | fav 6d andcrown'd in the Day of Jud "pat Weare commanded 
ah and A Pr other ſhale j Judged by the Law of fete Jam: 2. 12. Thus the 
Riled, at ftharr | he rn nce, tho not from yak, R) tence, yet from the 
| erro Xs and Conde i q of t! tor there was not the leaſt fi fignification of Mercy 
by it. Buf.in the. Goſpel, the Gree oo bln oſt  Hefrivafy appears. 
a 1.) In that when our Tonocence. may be a renovation of the Sinner by 
epentance, to which the plenary 5 fates Yn rope Waſh je, make ye clean, bo away 
il of F 4 doings from before mine Eyi yes : Ceaſe to dp evil, and learn to do well, faith the 
484 tho jour Sins be gs Scarlet, they ſhall be white as Snow ; tho they be red like C rimſon, 
e mb ooh, 1f, 1.16, 17, 18. God will not pardon thoſe who forgive 
Sm tQ 3ty Sins ; 5 "B- thoſe who confuſs ant forjake them, ſhall >! 


rity of Obedience is accepted where Perfetion is wanting, When a Perſon 
len of f Hear and ſerious Endeayours ſtrives to obey the e; Will of God, 
e exception of any known Duty, or the opens Ak any Sin, God will ſpare him, 
ſpares bis Son that ſerves him. Vial. 2 Tis not ſo much the matter as the 
etl t makes Sin deadly. Where hs is guile i in the Heart, it will be ſeverely 
Tis. notaccordingto ſome pargcular aQs of Sin, bur the tenor of the Life, that 
te nf 'Mep will be decided. 
3-). Votrigned Fay be Joe 


pts, that j is pap a belief of the W and Good- 


bjeQed i e terms of rg, aorrar Juſtification, tha 3 in ehunklves compa- 
[- 5 yer are of impoſſible performance to Men in their natural finful State. *The 


1. That a tho the natural Man be dead in Sin, Without ſpiritual ſtrength to reſolve and 
Dk his Duty, and holy heat of defiresto it ; and nothing is alive in him bur his cor- 
| Fagig = that are like Worms generated-in a ' Carcaſe ; ; yet by the Grace that is offered 
xe Go Te of ; te Lay enabled to perform the Conditions of it : for in this the Goſpel 
7 difcoyers Sin, but affords no degrees of ſupernatural Power to 

| ets to no. Means for the expiation of its Guilt. As the Fire in the Buſb 
Ie "dv without conſopting them. But the ſanQifyiog Spirit, the true 
Life and Power, 2 Tim. 1. 7. is the concomitant of the Goſpel, as St. Peter de- 
: wag wgNT thepreachiug of the Goſpel the Fog G Ghoſt was ſent down from Heaven. 1 Pet. 1.12. 
And the Spuit by Mymicatin , preventin exciting Grrace afſiſts men to repent and 
peck and i promiſed in rich and {rn Fo Su plies to all Il thar humbly and ardently pray for 
"This our Saviour aſſures to us by a not tender andendearing ' Corahebaap : If ge that 


p- eval, ju the Hhly to give good things to your Children ; how much more ſhall your Heavenly Fa- 


Ypirit to thoſe that ask it ? Luke 11. 1 

K follows, that 'tis from the prverſneſ of the Will, and the: love of 
Dey the Goſpel. "For the Hol ly Spur never withdraws his gracious 
gr ieved, and quenched - them, It will be no excuſe, that "Divine 
n the ſame elm! nent Jegree upon. fome as upon others that are convert- 


he. Ele, | Jut br 7 receivino in vain that rneaſure of common 

xd one T alent gi faithfully improved it, he had 

wy he ſlothful and ingrateful neglect of his Duty, he 

Pry TE of it, £7 caſt into a Dungeon | of Horror, the Emblem of Hell. 

NERNCE ©! the Law has its ful! force upon impenitent Sinners, with intolerable ag- 
the Salvation of the Goſpel. 


| Concinig the THY the Scripture declares, 
* | LL 1/}, That 


= 


a Jn .-. 


- 1, 'That altho the Law Pobbgt by Meſes was not communicated” rothem; y 
was a filent, tho leſs perfeCt Impre 10N of it 10 their Hearts, : The Law of -; ' inthe ns 
fundamental Precepts of Religion, and Society, and Temperance, was better known thi? 
obeyed by thern. : Therefore che Apoſtle indifts them for Artrocious Crimes, "Rom. 2226;! 
27. ſuch as natural Conſcience, conſenting with the Law of God, ſevetely forbids upon 
the pain.of Damnation, Thus *tis ſaid. of the Heathens, 'Who knowing the' Judgment of 
God, that they which commit ſuch things are worthy of Death 3 z0t only commit the ſame, but" 
have } oh in them that do them, Rom. 1. 32. And at che _haft Day, * As many Y 
ſinned without the Law, as delivered to the Jews, ſhall be Jodgett abd'perifb,” not according to the 3 
Liw of :Moſes, Rom. 2. but the Law. of Nature that obliged them to, do Good; andre-. ; 
ſtrain themſelves from Evil; of which, the counterpart was not totally deleted in their 
Hearts, i ; 55; Sat, a Wh CMDOFR Or bt ie | Se, 


2dly, Altho the Revelation of /Chriſt in. his Perſon, Office and Benefits, is not os the 
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preaching of the Goſpel (that is neceſſary for the begetting ih Fatrh) extended'to all Nas 
tions ; yet the Grace of the Redeemer. is ſo far univerſal, that npon his account the induE: 
ent Providence of God invited the Heathens to. Repentance. . His renewed Benefits that- 
weetned their Lives, Rom. 2. 4. and his powerfut Patience in forbearing ſo long to cut” 
. them off, when their Impuritiesand Impieties were ſoprovoking, was a' teſtimony of his 
inclination to Clemency upon their Reformation, As 14. 17. And for their abuſing? 
his Favours, and reſiſting the Methods of his Goodneſs, they will be incxcuſable-to them 
ſelves, and their Condemnation righteoris to.their own Conſciences. © Wo? 
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Eternal Death is wiſely and juſtly ordained to be the puniſhment of Sm. , *Tis the wiſe 
dom of the Lawgiver to appoint 'fuch a Puniſhment as might overpoife all. Temptations 
to break the Law. *Tis juſt to make a proportion between the quality of "tht Offence, 
and the degrees of Puniſhment. ' Sin is a;contempt of God's Majeſty that 'is truly 
infinite. The Obligations of reaſonable Creatures to the Creator, extremely encreaſe- 
the guilt of Sin. The meanneſs of the Matives that induce Men to fan, - ag gravates 
the Offence. , The deſpiſing of Eternal Life, and the chufmg the pleaſutes of Sin; - 
with Fell in its Retinue, makes the puniſhment to be. juſtly inflited on thith. The 
 obſlinate and incurable Luſts of Men, juſtly make them the Objefts of revenging Jus 
flice for ever. ay | '2 $4126; Front? 


E are next to conſider the San&ion of the [aw that enforces Obedience; and it will 
Y appearthat God is not extreme, but wiſely and juſtly ordained Eternal Death tq 
be the-puniſhment-of Sig, 5:47 4 fi 4 
This will appear by conſidering, | 190% 2612-617, oft 
x, The end of the Sandton 55to preſerve the Authority of the Law in itsfull vigour; ts 
render it moſt ſolemn and awful; and conſequently *tis the Wiſdom of the Tawgiver toors' 
dain a Puniſhmeng {9 heavy, as to qverpoiſcall Tettprations 'thar might otherwiſe induce 
the SubjeQs to tranſgriſs its-Precepts. Os Os Salts 9100 7 ellt U3FG IM Oh FLGNTRrR 
. . Therefore to Agem, the firſt and ſecond Death 'was threatned upon his -Diſobedience ; 
and Fear, as a Sentinel, was planted in his Breaft,” that 'no' guilty Thoughty no irregular- 
Hy 0h ables: of the Law depoſited: - 


Defire, no deceitful Suggeſtion ſhould enter to bi he Tat 'P poſited: - 
therein. Now. ſince, notwithſtanding the Threatning, 'Man was fo cafily ſeduced by the 
Inſiquations of the Tempter to break the Law, and diforder the Government of God inthe 


- 


World, ris evident that ſuch a Reſtraint was not overvigorous to ſecure hisObedience, ' Þ 
ſhall not inſiſt on what is ſadly, vilble ſince the firſt Apoſtacy, that there is. in Mapkind | © 
ſuch a prodigious propenſity 'to ſenſual things, that without the fear of Hell; no Argus : - .. /.. 
ments are ſtrong enough to prevent the bold violation of the-Divine Law: ES a REN” 
2. *Tis conſented to by common Reaſon, that there ought to be a propottion between —adfirRegu- 
the quality of the Offence, and the degrees of the Puniſhment; Juſtice takes the Scales [* Peccati, 
into its hand before it takes the Sword. Now Sin againſt God is of ſuch an immenſe Guilt; roge:zqus,. 
that an eternal Puniſhment is but equivalent to it. This will appear by conlidering} "| Horaty 
MOT TOY UNDO" PEO, - Cr.). Thie 


—_ 
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(1.) The Perfeftions of the Lawgiver who is infinitely above us. One At of Sin is 
Rebellion againſt God, and includes 1n it the contempt of his Majeſty, before 'whom the 
higheſt Angels cover their Faces with Reverence and Adoration, as unworthy to behold: his 
Glory ; and cover their Feet, as unworthy that he ſhould behold them, 1/2.6, 2, 3. the 
contradiction of his Holineſs that is his peculiar Glory ; the denial of his Omniſcience and 
Ominipreſence, as if he were confin'd tothe ſuperior World, Job 22. 14. and buſy in regu- 
lating the harmonious Order of the Stars, an did not diſcern and obſerve what is done 
below ; the defiance of his Eternal Power, and provoking him to Jealouſj, as if we were 
er than he. ESL 22, 


- 


; (2: ) If we conſider the Obligations of the reaſonable Creatures to obey\his Commands, 
the guilt of Sin riſes prodigiouſly. They were made by his Power, with this ſpecial cha- 
racer of Excellency, according to his Image: they. were happy :n his Love : they were 
endowed with intelleQtual Faculties capable to unc erftand and conſider their Obligations 
to their hountiful Lord. _ From hence it appears that Sin 1s the moſt unnatural Rebellion 

| againſt God,and.in it there is a concurrence of Impiety, Ingratitude, Pertidiouſneſs, and 

whatever may inhance a Crime to an excefs of Wickedneſs. 

- (3.), The meanneſs of the Motives that induce Men to prefer the pleaſing their depraved 
Appetites . before Obedience to his ſacred Will, extremely aggravates the Offence, Of. 
this-we have:a convincing-Inftance in the firſt Sin committed upon Earth.  Deceitful Cu- 
riofity, flattering Pride, a. ſecret, pleaſure of aQting according to his W1ll, join'd with the 
low attraCtives of Senſe, blinded and tranſported Adam to eat the Mortal Fruit,” againft 
the expreſs Command of God. And ever ſince, the vaniſhing ſhadows of Honour, or 
Gain, or Pleaſure, are the only perſwaſives to Sin. - And- what can be more provoking, 
than for a Trifle to tranſgreſs the Law of God, and equally deſpiſe his Favour and Dil- 
pleaſure? Can any Puniſhment leſs than Eternal, expiate ſuch Impieties ? The Rules of 
Humane Juſtice may diſcover to us the Equity of the Divine Juſtice. ?Tis ordained by the | 
wiſeſt States, that many Crimes which may be done' in a'few Minutes, ſhall be punifh'd 
with Death,: and the Offender be deprived.of his natural Life for ever. And is it not moſt 
juſt <0 apainſt the Greet and Immortal Kjng, ſhould be revenged with Everlaſt- 
"74 That which farther clears the Divine Juftice in punifhing Sin . with Hell, is this, 
That God by his infallible: Promiſe aſſures us; that all who ſincerely and uniformly obey 
him, -ſhall be rewarded with Heaven for ever; @ Bleſſedneſs moſt worthy the Greatneſs 
and Love of the Eternal-God to beſtow on: tus Servants : a-Blefledneſs that ſurpaſſes our 
moſt comprehenſive Thoughts; Now if Everlaſting Glory be defpifed, what remains bur 
endleſs Miſery to be the Sinners Portion ? "The Conſequenee-is remedileſs If Sin with an 
eternal Hell in its Retinue be choſen and embrac'd, is 1t not equal that the rational Creature 
ſhould inherit his own choice ? How juſt is it that thoſe who are the Slaves of the Devil, 
and maintain his Party here, ſhould have their Recompence with him for ever ? That 
thoſe who »ow {aj to the Almighty, Depart from. us, we deſire not the knowledg of thy Ways, 
ſhould bear the-dreadfulr Depart from me znto everlaſting Fire? As there will be no yain 
boaſting in Heaven, where the Reward: is the Gift of pure Bounty ; ſo there will be no 
righteous Complaint againſt God in Hell, where- the Puniſhment 1s inflicted by powerful 
Juſtice. He that voluntarily fins, by conſequence chuſes the Puniſhment due to it. 
(5.) Theeſtimation of an Offence is taken from” the diſpoſition of. him that does it. 
When 'tis done with pleaſure and, obftinacy, there. is no place for Favour. Now 'tinal 
Impenitence alone makes Sin, atually and.eternally damning to the Sinner. Thoſe that, 
notwithſtanding all TSS live continually in Rebellion againſt God ; thoſethar 
1mpenitently die in their Sins; thoſe that defire to hve here for ever, that' they might'en- 
joy their {weet: fins; thoſe that are: ſo hardged and_naturalized in their Vices, that if they 
were revived and brought again, into this World of Temptations, would certainly retura . 

. Peenz aqua: to..the Pleaſures of Sin ; 1s 4t Not\righteobs that their incorrigible Obftinacy ſhould be pu- 
_—_— *- nifh'd for ever? Is it not juſt, that thoſe who, would continue under the, domrnion of Siz, 

in ponderibus thbuld forfeit all their claim to the Divine Mercy? For if we confider them as unrepentant 


& menſuris, and irreclaimable from their Wickedneſs, there are in them the juſt provocations aHid true 
OO cauſes of God's final rejeQtion and a2 we conſider God as revealed in his Word 
voto ejus qui and Works, his- eſſential Properties, Wiſdom, Purity, Juſtice, neceſſarily work 'upon 
ecliquit. 672. ſych Objects in ſuch a manner. How zealous: an Indignation did the Son'of God expreſs 
againſt the obdurate Phariſees? You Serpents, you Generation of Vipers,” how ſhould _Jou eſe 
Cape the Damnation of Hell ? Mart, 23, 33- They indeſpite of all his Miracles, the equal 
_ Expreſſions of his Goodneſs and Power, reſiſted his Authority , blaſphemed hisPerſon, and 
lighted his Salvation. , Now'tho other Sins are of an inferiour” nature, and weaker Evi- 

dence, yet Obſtinacy added to them, makes a Perſon unworthy Md uncapable of _ 
| rom 


—_—— 
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From hence the Miſery 6f the Damned is without Redemption, without Hope; without 
Allay for ever. | 


CHAP. IV, 


The Evidence of Fafts produc'd as the Reaſon of Judgment. All Sins, whether ſecret 
or openly viſible, ſhall be brought to Jadgment. Sins of Omiſſin and Commiſſion. 
All the Aggravations and Circumſtances of Sin. The manner of this judicial pro- 
ceeding is by opening the Books. The Books of the Law and Goſpel ſhall be un- 
folded in all their Precepts, and Mens Lives compared with them, . The Omniſcience 
of God will give convincing evidence of Mens Works. The Book of Conſcience 
{hall be opened, and accuſe or excuſe Men. Satan will be a principal Accuſer, The 
Wicked will accuſe one another, The Saints of God will give teſtimony againſt the 
Wicked. The impartiality of the Sentence will make the Divine Juſtice conſpicuous, 
There will be no diſtmEtion of Per ſons in that Tudomient. There will be a diſtinftion 
of Cauſes. Every Man ſhall be judged according to the tenour of bis good Works, 
and the deſert of his bad. The Harveſt ſhall be anſwerable to the ſowing of the 
Seed, both in Kind and Meaſure. 


IH. Y Shall now proceed to conſider the Evidence of the FaQs that is produc'd as the Rea- 
K fon of that Judgment. = —_ Pans oe 
The temper of Divine Juſtice is very obſervable in the particular Judgments recorded 

in Scripture. In the firſt proceſs of Juſtice on Farth, we read that God made the enqui- 

ry of Adam, Haſt thou eaten of the Tree whereof I commanded thee that thou ſbouldeſt not 

eat ? Gen.3.11. and by palpable Evidence convinc'd him before he condemn'd him. Thus 

before the fiery Vengeance upon the wicked Cities, the Memory of which will. never bt 
extinguiſh'd, the Lord ſaid to Abraham, Becauſe the Cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, 

and becauſe their Sin is grievous, I will go down now, and ſee whether they have done according 

to the Cry of it that is come up unto me, Gen. 18. 20, 2t. viz, whether they were ſo nume- 

rouſly and exceſſively wicked ; if not, I will know. God 15 pleaſed to incarnate himſelf in 

Man's expreſſion, to declare more ſenſibly to us, that he never puniſhes with precipitation, 

but after an equal trial of the Cauſe. Thus we read of that profane King of Baby/on, Bel- 

| ſhazzar, That he was weighed in the Ballance, anil found wanting, Dan. 5. 27. before he was 
X ſentenc'd to be depriv'd of his Kingdom and Life. And the DeſtruCtion of the Antichri- 
| | ſtian State is attended with ſolemn Hallelaujahs for the Righteouſneſs of that Judgment, 
Rev. 19. 2, 3. Andin the laſt Day the S cog of God's Proceedings ſhall be uni- 

verſally manifeſt and magnified. *Tis therefore called the ay of the revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God, Rom. 2.5, Now in order to this, the Scripture informs us, 
that all the Works of Men ſhall be brought into Judgment, even every ſecret thing, whether 
good or evil, Eccleſ. 12. lt. And the Apoſtle faith, That we muſt all appear before the judg- 
ment ſeat of Chriſt, that every one may receive the thing} done in hts Body, according to that A 
hath done, whether it be good or bad, 2 Cor. p IO. ; 

All Sins, whether ſecret or opea and vifibl 


e, Thall be accounted for. Thoſe Sins that have 
been ated in the moſt ſecret Retirement, ſo thatno Eye of Man could take cognizance of 
them ; Sins concealed from the Eye of the Day, the Light of the Sun, and from the Eye of oe 
Night, the Lightof a Candle, ſhall then be made manifeſt. Nay, the Sins of the Thoughts 
and Aﬀe&ions, of which Satan could not accuſe Men, wheb the inward Fire of Luſt or 
Malice is not diſcovered by the leaſt ſmoak or-ſparkles, by no expreſſions, all thoſe ſhall 
be brought to Judgment : od will jadg the ſecrets of Men by Jeſus Chrift; Rom. 2. 16, 

The Sins of Omiſſion of our Duty that are ſo numerous, trom careleſneſs and diverſi- 
ons, from ſlothfulneſs and delays, and that now fo little affe& us; for we are more ſen(i- 
ble of what we do, than of what we have not done ; the guilt of all theſe ſhall then be 

| heavily charged on the Conſcienie of the Siriner; I was an hungry, and you gave me no 
meat ; I was thirſty, and you gave me no arink, was rhe Accuſation of the Reprobates 
trom the Judg himſelf. To him who knoweth to dd good, ind doth it not, to him.it is a ſin, 
James 4. The negleft of improving all the Means; -Advantages, and Opportunities © 

cioing or receiving Good, will be a great part of that Judgment. The Lord called his Ser- 
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ty in Mind and 


vants to an account for the 'Talents committed to their Truſt, and required Profit in pro- 


portion to their number and worth. | 

All Sins of Commiſſion in Youth and Age, whether groſs Senſuality, as Laſciviouſneſs, 
Luſts, exceſs of Wine, Revellings, Banquetings, and abomineble Iaolatries, and all exceſs of 
Riot, ſhall be accounted for to him who is ready to judg the quick and the dead, 1 Pet. 4, 5. or 
as of unrighteouſneſs to others. He that doth wrong, ſhall receive according to the wrong he 
has done, Col. 3. 25. And Sins of a leſſer guilt, for which the moſt are not touch'd with 
grief or ſhame, ſhall then be produc'd in Judgment. All the Sins of our Words, ſo ea- 
fily committed, and not ſo eafily obſerved, ſhall then be cald to a heavy remembrance. 
The Judg himſelf tells us.; 1 ſay anto jou, that every idle word that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall 
give account thereof in the day Fd judgment, Mat.12. And if vain Words, the figns and im- 
mediate effe&s of a vain Mind, ſhall ſadly encreaſe our accounts, how much more all the 
contentious, fierce and revengeful Words ; the detraQting, falſe, contumelous and 1njuri- 
ous Words; the impure, filthy and contagious Words; the profane, blaſphemous and 
impious Words, that flow from the evil ears of the heart ? O their dreadful Number and 
oppreſiing Weight ! | : 

And all the aggravations and circumſtances of mens Sins, that raiſe their Guilt to fuch 
fearful heights, ſhall be enumerated in order to Judgment. For thus *twas foretold ; Be- 
bold, the Lord comes with ten thouſand of his Saints, to execute Judgment upon all, and to'con- 
vince all that are ungodly among them, of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly. com- 
mitted ; and all their hard "Betchee which ungodly ſinners have ſpoken againſt him. Jude 14, 15. 
And all the good Works of the Saints ſhall then be remembred, even to the leaft Work of 
Piety, the giving of two Mites to the Treaſury of the Temple, Luke 21. 3, 4. and theleaſt 
Works of Charity, the giving a Cup of cold Water to a Diſciple, Mat.-10. 42. upon the 
account of his relation to Chriſt, All their ſecret Graces and Duties ſhall then be rt- 
warded. _ | - EE 

. The manner of this Judicial Evidence is ſet forth to us in Scripture, by the opering the 
Books; congruouſly to proceedings in humane Judgment, wherein the Information and 
Charge is produc'd from Writings tor the conviCtion of the accuſed. Thus it was tepre- 
ſented to St. John ina Viſion ; 1 Jaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before God ; and the 
books were opened, and the dead were judged out of the things that were written in the books, ac-_ 
cording to their works, Rev, 20. 12. | 

\ 1. The Books of the Law and Goſpel ſhall then be open'd in all the InjunQtions and Pro- 
hibitions, and our Lives compar'd with them. Our Saviour told the Jews, Do not think 
that I will accuſe yoa to my Father, there is one that accuſeth you, even Moſes, in whom you 
truſt : not the perſon, but the law of Moſes, John 5. 45. And he denounced againſt thoſe 
that reje& the Goſpel ; The word that I have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judg them in the laſt day, 
John 12.48. The Law is the exact tranſcript of God's Sacred Will, the natural and im- 
mutable Rule of Righteouſneſs ; *tis pare, forbids all Sin, and enjoins univerſal Holineſs; 
"tis ſpiritual, 5 nn not only a conformity in Words and ACtions, but inward fſancti- 

eart : for the Soul is the principal part of Man, entirely open to God's 
Eye, the Maker and Judg of it. And the moſt enlightned Saints have but an imperfe& 
knowledg of it here. "This made holy David, after his meditation upon its Purity and 


 FerfeCQtion, to cry out in an Agony, Who can anderſtand his Errors ! cleanſe thou me from ſe- 


cret ſins, Pſal. 19. This, when opened in its ſpiritual and comprehenſive Nature, by a 
wiſe and zealous Preacher, darts a Light into the Conſcience, and diſcovers many ſecret 
Sins, that like ſo many Serpents were till and quiet in the dark ; butupon the ſudden 
breaking inof the Light, fly upon the Sinner, and torment him with their mortal ſtings. 
But when the Lawgiver himſelf ſhall expound the Law 1n its full extent and perfeQion, 
with reſpeQ to all the Dutys it commands, and Sins it forbids, how guilty will Men ap- 


pear ' how unable to anſwer one Article of a thouſand charg?d upon them ? 


2. The Omniſcience of God will give moſt convincing Evidence of all our Works: Al 


things are naked and open to his eyes, with whom we have to do in judgment, Heb. 4. 13. The 


Pſalmiſt declares the infinite perſpicacity of his ſight : The darkneſs hides not from thee, but 
the night ſhines as the day, Plal. 1 39. As his Light and tranſcendent Brightneſs is inviſible 
to us, 1 77m.6. 16. {0 our thickeſt Darkneſs is viſible to him. We cannot ſee things in 
the Night, becauſe it hinders the reception of the Rays, that inſinuate into the Eyes, and 
cauſes fight : but the Eyes of our Judg are like a flame of Fire, Rev. 1. 14. diſpelling all 
Darkneſs. From his Throne in Heaven, his piercing Eye ſees through all the concealments 
of mens Sins. Thos haſt ſet our Iniquities before thee, and oar ſecret ſins in the light of thy 
countenance, Pial. go. 8. He diſcovered the Sacrilege of Achan, the Lie of Gehazz, the 
Deceit of Ananias. Saul's Diſobedience in ſparing the Amalekites devoted to Deſtruction, 
1 Sap. 15.21. had the colourable pretence of Piety, and, as a Sacrifice, was laid 7 the 
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Altar. And David's Murder of Uriah was impnted to the chance of War as a ſufficient ex- 
cuſe, 2 Sam. 11. 25. But tho they might have deceiv'd others, they could not deceive 
God. He is intimately preſent with the Souls of Men, that are unſearchable ro the: moſt 
diſcerning Angels of Light, and knows all their moſt ſecret Deſigns and Deſires, thedeep- 
eſt Seeds of their Adtions. He alone-has exact Scales to weigh the Spirits of Mep, dll the 
Principles, Aims and Aﬀe&tions that are:inſeparable from their Works. © The Phariſees; in 
whom Pride was the firſt Property, and Hypocriſy a ſecond Nature, could not with all 
their Saintly ſhews impoſe on our Saviour ; forihe knew'what was in'man, Matth. 23.14. 
He diſcovered their Alms to be not the effeft of Charity but Oltentation, ' Matth. 6. 2. and 
their ſpecious afts. of Devation to bea train to-ſurprize ſome rich Prey, Matth, 23-14. + 
And this Divine Knowledg of Men and their.ACtions, 1s in order to: Judgment.” - Thus 
the wiſe King declares, Doth not he that ponders the heart conſider it ? and he that keepeth thy 
Soal, doth not he know it? and ſhall not he render to every mmn\ according t0 his works ?* Prov. 
24.12, And God himſelf teſtifies, I the Lord ſearch the heart, —_—_T to every'mahs 
according to his works," Jer. 17. 10. . For this reaſon he-is faid to keep a Regiſter-of Mens 
Sins, Thus he ſpeaks of the impure Idolatries of the Jews; Behola, it is written before me, 
Ifa. 65.6. to lignify his exaQ and attual :knowledg, '[ will not keep ſilence, but will recom- 
penſe, even recompenſe into their boſoms. And at the Day of Judgment he will declare-his 
knawledg of their Sins before all, andthe pap. ys {hall be made evident, -as if written ia 
their Forcheads-1n the moſt plain and legible Characters. © - - | A821 5 «JL NI ES 
And all the Goodneſs: of the Saints ſhall then be revealed by the Judg. ' Their gretiteſt 0 6 novis ani- 
Excellencies are inviſible to the Eyes of Men : the SanQtity of their aims and afcAiohs, 
which gives Life and Value to all the ats of 'Obedience ; their ſecret Duties, wherein the _ ns A+ | 
ſincerity-and ardency of their Souls.is moſt exprefs'd, are: qnly. known'to :God. And ſuch chram faciem, 
is the excellent humility of the Saints, 'that the more they.are enrich'd; and abound with 21m fodum, 
the gracious Influences of the Spirit, the. leſs they diſcover to the'Wortd; as the CeleſHal niico, placid> 
Bodies, when an neareſt conjunction with the Sun, and moſt filFd with his Light, are leaft 92e fulgenrem 
in appearance to the Inhabitants of the Earth. - But there is. a Book of Remembrance before ar 4 
him, for them that feared the Lord, and thought apon his Name. - And they ſhall be mine, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, in the day when I make up my jewels: and Iwill ſpare them as a man ſpares 
his ſon that ſerves him, Mal. 3. 16,179. . © | © | 
3- The Conſcience of eyery man ſhall then be open'd, and give an accuſing or excuſing 
teſtimony of all things; Rom. 2. 15, 16. for theſe atts of Conſcience..in the preſent” Life, 
havea final reſpe& to God's Tribunal. And tho the accounts are ſo vaſt, thereſhall be 'an 
exaQt agreement between the Books of God's Omniſcience and of Conſcience in the Day of 
Judgment. Now indeet] the Conſcience of Man, tho never ſo inquiſitive and. diligentin 
examining and reviſing his Ways, 1s unable to take' a juſt account of his Sins. As onerhat 
would tell the firſt appearing Stars in the Evening, before he can reckon them, others ap- 
pear and confound his Memory with their number : ſo when Conſcience is ſeriouſly intent 
in refleCting upon it ſelf, before it can reckon'up. the Sins committed againſt one Command, 
innumerable others appear. This made the Pſalmiſt, upon the ſurvey of his ations, break 
forth in amazement and perplexity ; Mine iniquities are more than the hairs upon my head, 
therefore my heart fails me. Pal. 40. 12, But it will be one of the Miracles of that Day, 
toenlarge the view of Conſcience to all their Sins. Now the Records; of Conſcience are 
often obliterated, and the Sins written therein are forgotten ; but then they- ſhall appear in 
ſo clear an impreſſion, that the Wicked ſhall be inexcufable to themſelves, and: Conſcience 
ſubſcribes their Condemnation. And O the formidable SpeQtacle, when Conſcience. en- 
lightned by a Beam from Heaven, ſhall preſent to a Sinner: in one view. the Sins of his 
whole Life ! Now Conſcience is a Notary in every man's Boſom ; and tho tis not always 
vocal, yet writes down their ations. The ſin of Judah is written with « pen of iron,. and 
with a point of a diamond tis graven upon the tables of the heatt.: Jer.17.1. But then.itfhall 
be compelP'd to givea full Charge againſt the Guilty. Of this we havean infallible prefage 
in this World, when Conſcience turns the point againſt the Breaſt of a Sinner, and enfor- 
ces the Tongue, by a ſecret inſtigation, to accuſe the Perſon. And this Information of 
Conſcience at the laſt will make the Sinner ſpeechleſs : for the Book of accounts with Di- 
vine Juſtice, was always in his ownkeeping ; and whatever is recorded there, was writ- 
ten with his own Hand. And how will thoſe hardned Sinners that now kick againſt the 
En, 4 Conſcience, be able to repel its ſtrong and quick Accuſations before that terrible 
ridunal * $8 Tat | Ih FTE" 
4. Other numerous Witneſſes will appear to finiſh the proceſs of that Day. Notas if 


20s od knows all things, wants Information, but for the publick Conviction of the 
Wicked, 


bh Fa Satan 
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Satan will then bring in a bloody Charge againſt them. Such is his Malignity, that he 
isa Complainer of God to Man, and by culumniating the Bleſſed Creator, ſeduc'd our 
firſt Parents ; and he is the accuſer of Men to God. He is ſtiled the accaſer of the Brethrez 
before God day ana night, Rev. Sometimes falſly, as when he taxed Job, that his Piety was 
mercenry ; and often truly, to provoke the Divine Diſpleafure. But tho his Charge be 
juſt againſt them as Sinners, yet as penitent Sinners they are abfolved by the Judg upon 


the Throne of Grace. This we have repreſented to the Prophet Zechary, Joſhna the high = 


Prieſt, a Type of the Church, ſanding before the angel of the Lord, and Satan ſtanding at 
his right hand to accuſe him ; Zech. 3. 1, 2, 3. for that was the place of accuſers. Bur 
Chriſt the bleſſed Reconciler interpoſed : And the Lord ſaid to Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, - 
0 Satan, even the Lord that hath choſen Jeruſalem, rebuke thee, But he will principally a& 


the part of an accuſer at the laſt Judgment. This 1s intimated in that fearful Imprecation, 


Let Satan ſtand at his right hand : when be is judged, let him be condemned. Pal. toy. 6, 7. 
He is now anaQtive watchtul Spirit, whoſe Diligence 1s equal to his Malice, and by glitter- 
ing Snares, or violent Temptations, draws Men to Sin. But then he will be their moſt 
bitter accuſer, not: from zeal of Juſtice, but pure Maltgnity. Then he will aggravate 
their Crimes by the moſt killing Circumſtances; tho in accuting. them he indites himſelf, 
their Sins being uſually done by his ſollicxarions. 

And the Wicked themſelves will accuſe one another. In this World Fellow-ſinners 
uſually conceal one anothers Wickedneſfs, reſtrain'd by their own obnoxiouſneſs. Bute 
then all that have been jointly engaged in the commiſſion of Sin, will impeach each other. 
The voluptuous Sinners that have excited one another to Luſt or Luxury ; Come let as take 
our. ff of love till the morning. Prov. 7. 18. Come [ will fetch wine, and we will fill oar ſelves 
with ſtrong drink'; for to morrow ſhall be. as to day, and much more abundant. Tſa.56.12. All 
the charming Companions and Affociates will with fierceneſs charge one another. And the 
- malicious cruel Sinners that ſay, Come let ws ley wait for Blood, let us ſwallow them ap quick 
as the Grave, Prov. 1. will then, like enraged Furies, fly upon one another. In all Sins 
of Combination, the inferior Inſtruments will accuſe their DireQors. for their pernicious 
Counſel, and the Directors will accuſe the Inſtruments for their wicked Compliance. 

And all the holy Servants of God, who by their InftruQtions, Counſels,, Admonitions, 
Examples, have endeavoured to make the World better ; eſpecially thoſe who by their 
place and relation were more concerned, and more zealouſly and compaſſionately urged and 
perſwaded thoſe under their Care to reform their Lives, and ſave their Souls, will give 2 
heavy teſtimony againſt them. Indeed the very preſence of the Saints will upbratd the 
Wicked, for their reſiſting all the warming, melting Intreaties, all the grave and ſerious 
Reproots, all the tender earneſt Expoſtulations, that were ineffteftual by the hardneſs of 
their Hearts. 7 - : 

Briefly, the Scripture attributes to the Signs and Circumſtances of Mens Sins, a vocal 
Evidence againſt them, Thus the Prophet ſpeaking of the Houſe built by Rapine and 
Extortion, The ſtones of the wall cry, and the beams anſwer them, Hab. 2. 11. and with con- 
current Teſtimony accuſe the unrighteous Builder. And St. James declares, That the was 
ges of the Hireling, kept back by fraud, cry againſt the Oppreſſor. Ani the ruſt of gold and ſil. 
ver treaſured up, 1s awitneſs againſt the covetons, Jam. 5. 3, 44 And this bythe recognition 
of Conſcience will be a Memorial againſt them hereafter. 

To whar the Scripture ſpeaks of this kind of Evidence of mens Sins, -I ſhall add a uſeful 
Repreſentation fram'd by a Heathen, to ſignify that Wickedneſs, how ſecretly ſoever commit- 
ted, ſhall be brought to- light in Judgment. He tells us, © That the Soul ofa very guilty 
& Wretch was after Death arraigned before one of the ſevere Judges below. And athis Trial, 
& becauſe his atrocious-Crimes were done in ſecret, he ſtood upon his defence, denying att. 

«* The Judg commanded his Lamp to be produc'd, that was an Eyewitneſs of his Wicked- 
« neſs.. 'The Lamp appear'd; and being demanded what it knew of him ? anſwered 
«* with a ſigh, Would I had been conſcious of nothing, for even now the remembrance'of 
& his Villanies makes meto tremble: I wifh my Light had been extinguiſhed, that the 
« Oil that maintain'd it had quench'd it. But I burnt with diſdain, and caſt about ſome 


dus eſt inpub- © SParks to fire his impure Bed ; and was 47h that my little Flame was ſo weak as 
I 


lico, ipſe inſe- © not. to conſume it, I ſaid within my fel 


- If the Sun ſaw theſe Villanies, it would be 


So re « eclips'd, and leave the World in Darkneſs. But I now perceive why I was conſtrain'd 
te, Lucerna © tO gIVE T___ to him, that being a ſecret Spy of his Uncleanneſs, his Thefts and Cruet- 
s 


exrin&a eſt ? © tjes, I m 
videt te. In , 


t revealthem. But we that are enlightned by Faith, and know that God is 


cubile ca. Omnipreſent, and that whatever Sin is done, tho in the deepeſt and darkeſt receſs, is mani- 
videt re, 1a-{cſt to him, * haveno need of Lacian's Lamp to make our Judg to be feared by us. 
corde verfaris? 3, The impartiality of the Sentence will make the Juſtice of God conſpicuous before the 


ſum 


wider © P- whole World, This conſiſts in two things. 
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Chap. IV. "Of Eternal Judement, 


7. There will beno diftinQtion of Perſons” = , - ER 
2. There will be a diſtinRtion of Cauſes in that Judgment; and accordivg to their Na- 
ture, the Sentence will paſs upon all. T | NE lug oa nin 3 RE, 
I. There will be no XRin jon of Perſons. In humane Courts the Judges ſometimes 
extend and amplify, ſometimes contraCt or ſmother the Evidence, and are more rigorous or 
favourable in thei Sentence, as they are biaſs'd towards the Perſons before them. But the 


Righteous Judg of the World is uncapable of being inclin'd to Favour or Severity upon 


ſuch baſe Motives. This is frequently declared in Scripture, to poſſeſs us with his Fear. 
If ye call upon the Father, who withoat reſpett of perſons judges according 10 every mans work, 
paſs the time of your ſojourning here in fear. x Pet. 1.17. No ſpiritual Privileges upon 
which Mea are fo apt to preſume, viz. that they are Members of the Reformed Church, 
that they are enrict'd with excellent Gifts, that they enjoy the Ordinances in their pureſt 
Adminittration, will avail them without real Holineſs in their Hearts and Lives. 'The 
being united to Societies of the moſt glorious Profeſſion, of ſtriteſt Purity, and ſublime 
Devotion, does no more prove one to be a real Saint, than the being of an eminent Com- 
pany ot Merchants proves one ta be a rich Citizen, Thoſe that bow the Knee and not the 
Fleart in faithful Reverence, that give the empty Title of Lord to Chriſt, without the tribute 
of Obedience, will be rejetted by him. Many ſhall ſay at the day of judgment, Lord, Lord, we 
bave propheſied in thy name, and done many wondrous works. Marth. 7.22. Then will the Ju 


ay, 1 know you not ; depart from me ye workers of iniquity. No degrees of Civil Greatne 


will be of any moment and advantage in that day. Saint Joh teſtifies, I ſaw the dead, 


ſmall and great, ſtand before God, inan equal Line, to receive their Trial. Kings ſhall then 


be develſted of their Imperial Titles, of their Crowns and Scepters, and their. Robes of Stare, 
andonly be accompanied with their Works. Of this we have an undoubted Proof, in that 
they are no more exempted from the common Law of dying than the meaneſt Slave. 
Death, that rugged Officer, arreſts them without Ceremony, and ſummons them to ap- 
pear before that Tribunal. The Royal Purple could not prote& Herod from being devour- 
ed by Worms. The Apoſtle ſpeaks indefinitely' in the fore-cited Place ; He that does wrong, 
ſhall receive for the wrong he has done ; and there is no reſpef# of perſons. Col. 3. uit, Nocir- 
cumſtantial accidentscan derive pure worth, or truly debaſe Perſons, but inherent Quali- 
ties, and the Actions that flow from them: and cp. , the High and Holy God will 
accept or diſapprove them. What St. Paul obſerves 0 « G ſaving Grace of the ps. 

being indifferently offer'd to all, is applicable in this caſe. He tells us, There is neich 
Greek nor Jem, Barbarian nor Scythien, Bond nor Free, Col. 3. 11. are prefer'd or excluded 
upon a Carnal account, but that all may equally partake of ſpiritual Bleſſings. Thusthe 
difference of Natioas will be no Privilege or Fradice to any in the Day.of Judgment. 
The moſt rude and contemptible ſhall have as fair and equal a Trial, as the moſt polite and 
civiliz'd : The ignorant Barberians as the Learned Greczavs, that ſo much boaſted of their 
vain Excellencies above them : The Negroes in Africa as. the People of Europe ; tor they 
have the ſame Relation to God their Maker, and as truly bear the impreſſion of God 
ſtamped upon the Humane Nature in the Creation, and therefore common to the whole 
ſpecies of Mankind. An Image may be faſhion'd in Ebony as well as in Ivory. Briefly, 
all Men are equally ſubje& to his Laws, and ſhall be equally accountable for their AQtions. 
The "pO = Poor ſhall then meet together, without diſtinition, before God the maker aud 
j« Fnem all. W VS) Got ROT PLN 
yn ſhall be a GiſtinQion of Cauſes, and every Man be judged according to his 
works, the tenour of good Works, and the deſert of bad. The Apoſtle aſſures us, That 
whatſoever « man (ows, that ſhall he reqp ; He that J0u0y! zo the fleſh, ſpall of the fleſb- 4 
corruption ; but be that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting." Gal. 6. 7, 8. 

The Harveſt ſhall-be according to the Seed both in kind and meaſure. |; 1 _ 

I. .T hoſe who by patient cominuence in welldoing, ſeek for glory, and honogr, and immor- 
#ality, ſhall obtain eternal life.: Rom. 2. 7. Indeed, pita, es the gifs of infinite bownty, 
Rom. 6. alt. nay of pure merey,i Jude 21. and Mercy excludes Mcrit, . ?Tis ſaid of the 
Bleſſed Martyrs, . who contended for the Truth and Purity of the Goſpel ro. the Death, 
that chair robes were maſb'd white jn the blood of the Lamb, Rev.7: x4. not in their own Blood. 
TheirRight ro Heaven was from the application of his Meritstothem. - Bur the Reward 
Is diſpens'd from Gad according to the Evangelical Law z. not only as a magnificent Prince, 
Out as s Righteous Fadg. Allthoſeto whotn the Goſpel. promiſes. eternal Lite, ſhall infalli- 
bly obtain it, -and nane.that. the Goſpel excludes; Thoſe who were ſenſible of cheir Sins, 
and cordially torſaking them, did humbly and entirely depend -upon the Grace of God, 
through the bleſſed Reconciler and Saviour, ſhall be aſkied and glorified. Then the Judg 
will diſcern between unfeigned Faith and vain Preſumption, and will juſtify the Faith 0 
the Saints by the genuine Fruits of it, che Godlineſs, . Righteouſneſs, and Sobriety #: Uher 
wes, 


* 
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Lives, and a viQtorious perſeverance in their Duty, notwithſtanding all the pleaſing Tempta- 
rions or Tortures to withdraw them from it. 'T hus the Apoftle expreſſes his humble Confi- 
dence ; Ihave fought the good fight, I have finiſh'd my courſe ; henceforth there is laid ap for 
me a Crown of righteouſneſs, which God the righteous judg will give me at that dy, and not on- 
ly to me, but to all that love his appearance. 2 Tim, 4. 5, 8. We read in the Deſcription 
of the Laſt Judgment, That the Book of Life was opened : the names of all that were written 
in Heaven, Rev. 20. 12. ſhall thenbe declared, that it may appear they are ſaved by Grace. 
For it was his moſt free pleaſure to ſelet ſome from the common Maſs of Perdition, who 
were naturally as guilty and corrupted as others, and to predeftinate them to Eternal Glo. 
ry, and effeQual perſevering Grace to prepare them for it. The Saints are created in Chrif 
Jeſws unto good works, which God hath before ordained, that they ſhould walk in them. And the 
New Creation is as undeſerved and entire an effe&t of Gyd's Love as the firft was. But 
tis ſaid, That every Man was judged according to his works. For Eternal Elettion does not 
entitle a Perſon immediately to Heaven, but according to the Order eſtabl:{h*d in the Gof- 
pel. Thusthe King atthe laſt Day ſpeaks to the Ele& ; Comme, ye bleſſed of my Father, in. 
bork the kingdom prepared for you before the foundation of the world : for I was hungry, and ye 
fed mt; naked, and ye clothed me. Mat. 2 f FE J5. TL | 
And according as the Saints have excelPd in Fidelity and Zeal in God's Service, they ſhall 
be rewarded with a more excellent Glory. The Stars of the ſupreme Heaven are of a 
different brightneſs and greatneſs, as the Stars of the viſible Firmament. Indeed all are 
+ Plus amant nerfetly happy, without jealouſy that any 1s equal or ſuperiour to'them in that Kingdom. 
wproFhgs, ago But God will crown his own Graces as the Saints have improved them. Our Saviour va- 
ment habere Ined the Widow's two Mites, as tranſcending all the magnificent Gifts of others, <= ang 
orion 2" of the degrees of -Love in the Giver. There was aricher Mine of AfﬀeQiion in her,Fearr, 
"it + Gold of a more noble Vein, more pure and precious than all their Riches. This was of 
greater price in God's account, who weighs the Spirits in his Ballance, . God wzll accept and 
xeward according to what a man has, and not according to what he has not. 2 Cor. 8. 12, ' He 
that improves but two Talents with his beſt skill and diligence, ſhall have a greater Re- 
ward than another that had ten Talents, and was remiſs and leſs -carefut ro employ them 
for his Maſters Profit. The Rule will be exaQtly obſerved, He that ſows bennrtfally fhak 
reap bountifully ; and he that ſows ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly. PL | 
And if God will be thus impartial in rewarding the Saints, much more in puniſhing the 
Wicked. For the remuneration of our Duty is the effe&t of his moſt free Favour ; but the 
recompences of Sin are due, and decreed by Juftice, in Number, Weight, and Meaſure: 
The ſeverity of the Sentence will be in proportion, as mens Sins have been more nume- 
rous and heinous, Altho all the Damned ſhall be equally miſerable in Deſpair, all broken 
on an endlefs Wheel, yet the degrees of their Torment are different. Sins of Ignorance 
are extenuated 1n compariſon of rebellious Sins againſt Knowledg. The firſt are like a 
Servant's daſhing againſt his Maſter in the dark, the other like the infolent ſtriking him in 
the light : And as they incur great Guilt, will expoſe to great Puniſhment. Accordingly 
_ our Saviour predifts, That the Servant which knew his Lord's mill, and prepared not him{elf, 
neither did according to his will, ſhall be beaten with many ftripes. But ht that knew not, and 
 _ did commit things worthy of ftripes, ſhall be. beateu with few. ſtripts. Luke 12.47, 48, Un- 
.attive Knowledg is worſe than Ignorance. For this reaſon the Caſe of Heathens will be 
more tolerable than of the Jews : for tho ſome natural Principles were ſtrong and quick in 
their Minds, that made them fenfible of their Duty and Danger, yet they were not fo ctear 
and perfeEt as the Law delivered by Moſes. Thoſe Sins that were Infirmities in a Pages, 
were preſumptuous ina Jew. And the Caſe of the Jews will be more tolerable than of 
diſobedient Chriſtians, who enjoy the Gaſpel leſs charged with Ceremonies, and more a- 
bundant in Grace than the Moſaical Diſpenſation, Thoſe that have ſet betore them the 
Life of Chriſt, the Model of all Perfe&ion; that are excited by ſuch loud Calls to flee 
from the wrath to come, and yet are deaf and regardleſs to the Commands, w tothe melt- 
ing Invitations and precious Promiſes of the-Goſpel, ſhall have a more intolerable Judgment 
than the moſt guilt Sinners, even the Sodomites' and Sidoniars that were ſtrangers to it, 
'Fhe precious Blood of the Son of God defpiſed; induces a Crimſon Guilt, And as Sins 
_ are-committed with Pride and Pleaſure, with eager Appetite and Obſtinacy, the revenge 
of Juſtice will be more heavy upon Perſons. We 
©... More particularly, Sins of Conſequence, whereby others are drawn to fin, will heigh- 
ten the Guilt, and the retribution of Juſtice will be to every Man according to his ways, and 
according 10 the fruit of his doings, Jer, I7. IO. | | Y | 
; -This will principally concern Superiors in eminency of Place, whoſe Dignity has always 
a concomitant proportion of Duty, Their vicious Actions are Examples;''and their Exam- 
ples more powerful Rules than their Laws, and give countenance to others to'ſin m_ 
ge > OU y 
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ouſly. They fin with « high hand, and involve the Ruin of innumerable Perſons that 
depend upon them : As the Dragon in the Revelation, whoſe fall from Heaven drew 2 
Train of leſſer Stars with him. And all inferior Magiſtrates, who by. perſonal Commiſe 
ſion, or partial Connivance, encourage and harden others in Sin, and by their Power dif- 

countenance ſerious Religion, and obſtruEt the progreſs of it, heap up Damnation to 

themſelves. | | 7 "D | 

And the Miniſters of the Word, who are obliged to watch for the Souls of Men; and 

ſhould, like the Heavens, by their Light, Influence and Motion, their Do&rineand Lives, 

guide and quicken others inthe Ways of Holineſs; if by their Negle& and Wickedneſs 0- 

chers are loſt for ever, their account will be moſt heavy and undoing, 

_ Of this Number are thoſe, who by their unholy Converſation weaken the Authority 
and Efficacy of the Word, and more ſucceſsfully perſwade Men todo evil, than by their 
preaching to do well: for we are apt to take deeper impreſſion through the Eye than 
through the Ear, and to follow the Phyſician's Pratticerather than his Counſel. Theſe pe- 
riſh not alone in their Iniquity. And ſuch who are unfaithful Diſpenſers of the Treaſures 

of their Lord, and by looſe Dottrines corrupt the Minds of Men, to fancy a Mercy in 
God derogatory to his Holineſs, that altho they live indulgently in Sin, they may obtain 
an eaſy Pardon and Happineſs at laſt : And ſuch who employ their high Commiſſion for 
low and baſe Ends: Thoſe who inſtead of preaching Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, the 
pure and ſaving Truths derived from the Fountain of the Goſpel, entertain their Hearers 
with flaſhy Conceits, and ftudied Vanities, to give a reliſh to Curioſity, and to have the 
applauſe of Fools, and obſcure the native Majeſty of the Word, enetvate its force, and 
render it powerleſs to Conſcience. | 

And thoſe who ſpend their ZeaLin things of no moment to Salvation, and let fly bitter 
InveQtives againſt thoſe that difſeft from them in unconcerning Matters, by which they 
harden Atheiſtixal Scorners in vitifying the Office of the Miniſtry as a Carnal Invention, 
ſet up and uſed for Secular Ends ; and induce others to place pa. rx in Formalities, a 
ſlight Colours of it, as if Conformity to needleſs Rites would exclude the Defets df ſub- 
ſtantial Holineſs. | : 
*Tis obſerv'd in the Chaldee Paraphraſe, when God was inquiring of Cain concerning 

Abel, that he charges him, The Voice of thy Brother's Blood cries unto me : As if Cain were 
a Murderer, not of a fingle Man only, but of a numerous Race that might have deſcended 

from his Brother. [Thus a wicked Miniſter will be charg'd, not only for murdering him- 
ſelf, but as many precious Souls as might have been converted and ſaved, if he had faith- 
fully performed his Duty. | he ts, | | 

| And Parents that ſhould inftil the Principles of Godlineſs into their- Children ia their 
| early Age, and ſeaſon their Minds with the knowledg of the Divine Laws, to regulate 
their Lives, and make them ſenſible of their Obligations to obey them ; that ſhould recom- 
mend Religion to their AﬀeQtions by ati holy and heavenly Converſation, if by the negle& 
of their Duty their Children are expoſed as a Prey to the Tempter, and'ruin'd for ever, 
it will enhance their laſt Reckoning, and encreaſe the Score of their Guilts beyond ex- - 
reſſion. i 

: And Maſters of Families, and all others that have Authority and Advantage to pre- 

ſerve or reform from evil thoſe that are committed to their Care, and to inſtruct and com» 

mand them to do what is plealing to God, and profitable to their Souls, will be ſadly ac- 

countable for thoſe that periſh by their negle&. yt 

In ſhort, we ſee by common Experience, that Company and mutual Conſent isa uſual 

Motive to Sin ; and any Perſons that alone would with abhorrence reje& ſome Tempta- 

tions, yet are ſociably ſinful, Now all thoſe who by excitation or example, lead others 

to deſtruQtion, as they are firſt in Sin, will be chief in Puniſhment. We read in the Pa- 

rable of the rich Voluptuary, Lake 16. 28. that being in Hell, he defird a Meſſenger 

might be diſpatched from the Dead to warn his Brethren, leſt they ſhould come to that. 

place of Torment. Ts there ſuch Charity in Hell to the Souls of others? * No, that Fur- * Non orat 
nace always burns with' its proper Flames, there is not a ſpark of that Divine Fire there : pro: Nonerta 

| But remembring how guilty he had been of their Sins, feared that his Torments would ,,,ius we. 
be encreaſed by their coming thither. Society in endleſs Sorrows does not divide, but re- probusſed pro 
fle& them. | £3 

Now if Damnation for Sin be ſuch a Miſery as is expreſsd in the Scripture by the moſt ka a Pa 

violent Figures, and Words of the heavieſt ſignification ; if all the poſſible Tortures ſuf- trum augean- 
fered here are but a Lenitive to the preparations of Wrath in Hell ; how miſerable ſhall tur. Brugeh, 
thoſe be, who, as if a ſingle Damnation were a light matter, do not only commit Sin in 

their own Perſons, but are in combination with Satan to corrupt and deſtroy others, and 


multiply Damnation againſt themſelves ?. Theſe rreaſure up Wrath againſt the day of Wrath, 
Ppp: ” | Briefly ; 
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Briefly ; The whole Proceſs of that Day, the Arraignment and Sentence will be ſo or- 
dered, the Righteouſneſs and Reaſonableneſs of the Proceedings will be ſo manifeſt, as to 
clear the Judg, and confound the Guilty, God will be juſtified in his Sentence, and overcome 
 mhenhe juageth. | 
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CHAP. Y. 


An Excitation to confirm our Faith of the Eternal Judgment. Reaſon ſees the neceſ- | 
fity of a fiiture Judgment. Divme Revelation expreſly declares it. (onſiderations 
requiſite to make Faith effetual. The belief of a future Judgment clears the Fo- 
nour of God's governing the World, from the imputation of Wnrighteouſneſs, with 
reſpett to the proſperity of the Wicked, and the ſufferings of the Saints. *Tis a 
powerful ſupport to the Saints in their Perſecutions. The belief of this is effeFual 
to reſtrain from ſecret Sins, 'Ti a powerful Remedy agamiſt the pernicious Plea- 
ſures of Sm, The Conſideration that the Son of God clothed with our Nature ſhall 
judg the World, affords great Conſolation to his People, and is a motive of great 
terror to the Wicked, 


x. Let us from what has been diſcours'd of Judgment to come, be excited to con- 
m our Faith in this great and uſeful DoQtrine ; and by ſerious and frequent thoughts to 
apply it to our ſelves. Some within the Church have only a ſuperficial belief of this, as 
a point of the Religion wherein they were educated ; but carnal AﬀeCtions, Fear, Hope, 
Love, and Deſire, controul their aſſent as to its operation ufgpn them. 'They believe in 
the general that God is the Judg and Rewarder of our Actions, and in the abſence of 
Temptation reſolve to obey him : but when a ſtrong Trial comes from ſome temporal 
or Evil that is preſent, their Faith is negligent and unaQtive to keep them from Sin. 
Now to make our Faith powerful, we muſt, | 
Firſt, Confirm it by convincing Arguments, that it may be an undoubted Affurance, a 
certain Light, direftive and perſwaſive in the courſe of our Lives. Some DoQtrines of 
Religion that are of an incomprehenſible nature, and ſhould be received with ſilent adora- 
tion for the Authority of the Revealer, are obſtinately contradiQted by ſome, upon a vain 
pretence that nothing is to be believed that will not endure the rigorous inquilition of Rea- 
fon, and be comprehended by our narrow Minds : but Reaſon, tho darkned, ſees the ne- | 
ceffity of a future Judgment. Nature and Scripture teſtify there is a God, and that he has 
a Right, and Power, and Will to diſtribute the rewards of Virtue, and the penalties of 
Vice to his SubjeAts. ' To deny this, is direQtly againſt the implanted Notion of the Deity | 
in the Heart of Man. There is a real difference between Moral Good and Evi), not de- 
pending upon Opinion, but ariſing from the immutable Nature of things, and the Eccrnal 
Law of God. Otherwiſe conſidered in it (elf, it were no more faulty to murder a Parent, 
than to kill aFly ; nor to rob a Traveller, than to chaſe a Deer. But the Conſcience of 
the moſt profligate Wretch would ſtartle at fach an Aſſertion. The diſpoſition and admira- 
ble Order of the World in its various parts, and the viciſſitude of Seaſons, declare to the 
obſerving Mind, that a moſt wiſe, good and powerful God governs and preſerves all 
things by his vigorous Influence. And can it be that the Divine Providence, fo vilibly 
wiſe and good in regulating the courſe of Nature, ſhould be defeQive towards Man, the 
moſt noble part of the World? And can it be extended to humane af#airs, if there be no 
other than the preſent ſtate, wherein the Righteous are afMlited, and the Wicked proſper ? | 
where Sins of the deepeſt {tain and the loudeſt cry are unpuniſh'd ; and. the ſublime and | 
truly heroick Virtues are unrewarded ? nay, where Vice receives the natural reward of j 
Virtue, Honour and Felicity ; and Virtue the juſt wages of Vice, Diſgrace and Suffer- 
ings? *Tis neceſſary therefore that there be a future State, and a righteous diſtribution of 
Rewards, according to the good and evil of Mens Actions here. 
The Heathens diſguiſed this terrible Truth under the Fitions of the Infernal Judges, 
Minos, and Rhadamanthus, and Eacus. And the Furies and Vultures, and fiery Lake, 
Teſtimonium Which they thought tormented the Wicked in the next World, diſcover what apprehenſt- 
anime n:612" Ons they had of the deſert of Sin, and the puniſhment that certainly attended it. The 
nz. Terr, Guilty would fain be freed from the terrors of it, and ſtrangle Conſcience, that is bound 
| OVCC 


J Shall now come toapply this great Doctrine. | 
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over togive Telmony to the Day of. Judgment, that they may fin without ſcruples. 

But tho Fear be a troubleſom and: involuntary. Paſſion, they cannot orally «inguilh.che 
internal ſenſeand prefages of future Judgment : but as the motions of OPFAgg VAUnG YROp 


Sampſon at times ; ſo Conſcience awakened by ſharp AfMliftions, by ſudden;Dangers,. and 


the approachesof Death, makes a ſad deduction of paſt Sins, and forecaſts cruel things : 
It cites the Offender before the enlightened Tribunal of Heaven, ſcourges with remorſe; 
and makes him feel even here the ſtrokes of Hell. Tho the Sin be fecrer, and the guilty 
Perſon powerful, not within the cognizance or reach of humane Juſtice, . yet Conſcience 
has a Rack within, and cauſes pain and anxiety, by fearful expeQtations of Judgment to 
COINC, F | | 

And Divine Revelation is moſt expreſs in declaring this great "Truth; The Light of 
Faith is more. clear and certain from the infallible Word of God, than the T.ight of Reaſon. 
Before the Flood,..Exoch in the early Age of the World foretold it ; Behold, the w yEin 
eth with ten thouſand of his Saints, to execute judgment upon all. Jude 14, 1 5... Solomon:un- 
der the Law repeats this DoCtrine, that every ſecret thing ſhall be brought. into. judgment, 
whether good or evil... Eccl.12. And God himſelt ſpeaks in the ſublimeſt ſhile.of Majeſty, and 
ſwears by Himſelf, for our firmer belief, 4s 1 {zve, ſaith the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to 
me, and every tongue confeſs to God, Ila. 45. 2, pj the glory of his Juſtice, From whence 
the Apoſtle infers, So then every one of #7 ' give an account to God for himſelf, Rom. 
14. Io, 11. In the Goſpel we have diſtinaly deſcribed the Perſonof the Judg, the glori- 
ous Attendants of his Coming, and the manner of his proceedings in that Day, Mar. 13. 
42, 43. & 24. 30, 31» Now the many PrediQions in Scripture, fo viſibly accompliſÞ'd in 
the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, and by him, give infallible afſurance, that all his Promiſes and 
Threatnings are equally certain, and ſhall be fulfilled. As ſure as our Saviour is come in An vers exrri- 
his humble ſtate, and has accompliſh'd the Prophecies of his Sufferings, he will come in rongſrmes na 


his Glory to judg the World. miſit, & de 


Secondly, That the belief of eternal Judgment may be powerful in our hearts and lives, is the Jullelt : 


it muſt be aQtuated by frequent and ſerious thoughts. Faith gives life and efficacy to our ,,,.' 
notions of eternal things, and Conſideration makes our Faith effeQtual. . As the natural 
Life is preſerved by the aCtivity of the vital Principles, the Circulation of the Blood, the 


drawing of the Breath, the motion of the Pulſe ; fo the ſpiritual Life is maintained by 
the.exerciſe of Grace. The carnal affeftions dare not appear before Reaſan and Conſci- 


ence, when awakened by the ſerious believing Conſideration of eternal Judgment. 'The 
Evangeliſts relate, that when our Saviour was afleep in the Ship, a ſudden [Tempeſt aroſe 
that was likely to over-ſet it in the Sea : but awakened by the cry of his Diſciples, Lord, 
ſave as, we periſh ; he preſently rebuked the wind, and a calm enſued. "Thus whilt the habit 
of Faith isaſleep in the Soul, there will be great danger from the concurrent violence of 
Temptations and Corruptions ; but when *tis awakened by lively and powerful thoughts, 
it does Miracles in ſubduing the ſtrongeſt Luſts, ?Tis monſtrous and beyond all belief, 
did not ſenſible Experience make it evident, that notwithſtanding the minds of Men are 
convinc'd of the certainty of the Divine Judgment, and the Recompences that immediately 
follow, yet their Wills remain unconverted, and their AﬀeCtions cold and unattive in their 
preparations for it ; That ſuch numbers who have ſo much Chriſtianity.as to believe that 
an irrevocable Doom will paſs upon the Wicked, and fo little Chriſtianity, that they can- 
not juſtly hope to eſcape from it, yet are ſo careleſs of their Duty, nay joyful in their fin- 
ful courſes, as if Judgment were a dreadleſs thing. What 1s the cauſe of this prodigious 
ſecurity ? Tis the negle& of conſidering that we muſt all appear before the Tudgment-ſeat of 
Chriſt, to receive according to the things done in the body, whether good or evil, _ | 

T he next Cauſe of this ſtupidity is, that they put the: Evil: Day at a remote diſtance : as 
the Scorners ſaid, The Viſion is for many Days : They ſtudy to be ſecure, and delay their 


' Preparations, preſuming to have time enough before them.. Their Senſes and Faculties 


are ſo imployed abroad in the World, that they have neither leiſure nor deſire to think ſeri- 
ouſly of it. Their Hearts are ſo raviſhd with Dreams of Senſuality, and engaged in ter- 
rene Aﬀairs, that they are very averſe from exerciſing their Minds upon. ſuch diſ- 
pleaſing ObjeQs. | «1H | | 
Vain Men! how willingly do they deceive themſelves ? The Judg himſelf declares, Be- 
hold, I come quickly : his Thrones like a fiery flame,and his Wheels as er wing, re; an Emblem 
of his {wilt coming to Judgment. Can they be aſſur*d of Life one Hour 7 The day of Death 
is equivalent to the day of Judgment ; tor immediately after there is a final decifion, of _ 


Mens ſtates for ever. ": 
all | 


| Ihaveread of an excellent Preacher, that in a Sermon deſcriby d the laſt Judgment 
its *Terrors, with ſuch ardent Expreſſions, and thoſe-.animated with ſuch an atle 


Voice, ſuch an inflamed Countenance and AQtion, that his Heaxers broke forth unto pa 
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nate Cries, asif the Jus himſelf had been preſent to paſs the final Sentence upon them. 
In the heighth of their Commotion, the Preacher bid them ſtop their Tears and Paſſions, 
for he had one thing more to add, the moſt aflifting and aſtoniſhing Conſideration of all 
the reſt, That within leſs than a quarter of an hour, the memory and regard of that 
which ſo tranſported them would vamſh, and their AﬀeQtions return to carnal ObjeQts in 
their uſual manner, | | 

The negle& of Conſideration makes even the DoQtrine of Judgment to come to be with- 
out efficacy. *Tis neceſſary therefore that the belief of this be ſo firmly ſeated in the 
Heart as its Throne, that it may command the thoughts to be very attentive to it, and 
may have Regal Power over our Wills and AﬀeQtions, that our Lives may be ordered 
according to its Rules. 

2. The conſideration of Eternal Judgment will vindicate the Proceedings of Divine 
Providence, and the honour of God's governing this World, from the imputation of Un- 
righteouſneſs. God is provoked every day, yet ſpares the Wicked, and heaps an abun- 
dance of Favours on them. -His Patience and Goodneſs they profanely abuſe, and become 
tmore obdurateand inflexible. They are apt to blaſpheme the Excellency of his Nature in 
their Hearts, P/al.14.1. thinking x th he is ignorant or careleſs, impotent or unjuſt. The 
implicitly deny his Providence and Judgment, that he does not obſerve their Sins, and wil 
hot require an account for them : Or elſe they mterpret his Permiſſion to be an approba- 
tion ot their Sins. Theſe things haſt thou done, and I kept ſilence ; thou thoughteſ# I was ſuch 
an one as thy ſelf, Plal. 50. Thus the Heathens tranſplanted the Vices ot Earth to Hea- 
ven, and repreſented their Gods to be ſenſual, jealous, furious as Men, and accordingly ex- 
pect an eaſy abſoſution for their Sins. Or elſe the diftance of Judgment to come ſo har- 
dens them, that they hear God's Thunder with leſs fear, than Boys do their Squibs and 
Crackers. Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not ſpeedily executed, therefore the hearts of 
the ſons of men are fully ſet in them to do evil, Eccleſ. 8. 2. But how deſperate is the mad- 
neſs of Sinners? God now ſeems to wink at their dns AQts 17. 3o. but hath appointed a 
day of Accounts. He ſuffers themto live in pro 'Perity, but they are reſerved to the day of 
judgment to be puniſh'd, 2 Pet. 2. 4. and poſſibly ſooner : for ſometimes they are cut oft by 
viſible Vengeance, to convince the World that the fupreme Judg does not bear the Sword 11 
v4in, But tho*tis delayed fot a titne, yet he declares, that rherr Sins are laid up in ſtore 
with him, and ſealed up among his treaſures. To him belongs vengeance and recompence, Deut. 

32.34. He1sa mild Judg now, and his Clemency ſuſpends their Puniſhment ; but Ju- 
ſtice will not forget it, Amos 8. 79, He threatens the ſecure Sinner, I will reprove thee, and 
fet thy ſins in order before thine eyes, Plal. 50. 21. How will the ſcornful obſtinate Sinner 
change complexion, and tremble, when an Army of Sins more terrible than ſo many Furies 
ſhall be ranged in Battel, and with fiery Darts wound his naked Soul? How will the 
ſtubborn Atheiſt, that pleaſes himſelf with vain imaginations of the Eternity of rhe 
World, and the Mortality of the Soul, be confounded when he feels the truth of Scrip- 
ture 'Threatnings to his eternal ſorrow ? then all their Railleries will be turn'd into Lamen- 
* Cum pabeat tations. *Tiis not for * want of Power that God ſpares the Wicked, but becauſe they are 
wl uctapect's always in his:E ages, and he can make them as miſerable as they are ſinful when he 
| vulediu renere pleaſes, * *TaSf0r through the negleft of Juſtice, but for moſt wiſe and holy Reaſons, as 
te og rei {ball appeat in the laſt Day, when a deciſive irreverſible Judgment ſhall be pronounc'd, 
Patient. and immediately inflicted upon them before the World, When an + AQtor at Arhens 
+ 'Q-x5v0: ſpoke with admuration of Riches, as the moſt valuable Acquiſition, and of the Felicity of 


Noa: Rich Men; the People were in an uproar at the .Immorality of the Speech, and were 
Kc. ready to chaſe him from the Stage. But the Poet himſelf appear'd, and deſired them to 
wm ll - 


EE ſtop their Fury till they ſaw the Cataſtrophe, the wretched end of that ſordid Miſer. 
| jn Tragezdia I hus we are apt to accuſe the ways of God when the Wicked flouriſh; but we ſhould 
Euripidss pro- ſtop our tumultuous thoughts, for their End will abfolve Divine Providence from all undue 


ati efſent, ,. PR i 
on oo reflections upon the account of their temporal happineſs. 


ad cjiciendum * And the ſound belief of this will reQify all miſtaking apprebenſions, and clear all per- 
& attorum X'Jexing appearances about the ſufferings of the Righteous here. 


Ca n- . . _ 
com uno. Indeed 1f we conſider the holieſt Men as they are Sinners, their Afiitions are ſo far 


imperu: do- from blemiſhing the Juſtice of God, that they are the ſigns of his Mercy : for all is a Fa- 
ag per _vour On this ſide Hell to thoſe that deſerve it. David, an excellent Saint, acknowledgeth 
- proſiluir pe- the Righteouſneſs of God's Judgment with reſpe& to himſelf. But when the Saints ſuf- 
| rensur expe fer for a righteous Cauſe ; and as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, For thy ſake are we killed all the 

i $458 day long, and are counted as ſheep for the ſlaughter, Pſal. 44. there is not a viſible correſpon- 
admirator auri dency between the Providence of God in his governing the World, and the unchangeable 
rev un iace-. Rules of Juſtice, that thoſe who do evil ſhould ſuffer evil, and thoſe who do well ſhould 


Epiſt. 115. be happy. As the Apoſtle ſpeaks to the perſecuted Chriſtians, 1: is a righteons thing ow 
| | , Go 
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God to recompenſe tribulation to them that trouble you, and to yoa who are troubled reft with 
%s, 2 Theſf.6, 7. Now thereis a day coming when the Perſecutors ſhall be puniſh'd, and 
the Saints be rewarded for all their Sufferings, and the diſtribution of Recompences ſhall 
be in the preſence of the World, for the glory of Divine Juſtice; For the diſtinFion that 
is made between Men at Death is private and particular, and not ſiifficient for the honour 
of God's Government. But at the laſt Day all Men that have lived in ſeveral ſucceſſions 
| of Apes ſhall appear, and Juſtice have a ſolemn Proceſs and Triumph before Angels and 
| Men. As ſome excellent Piece that is to, be expos'd to publick view, 1s covered with a 
| Traverſe, to prevent the diſturbance in the working, and the diſcovery of the Work till 
| brought to ſuch perfeCtion as will ſurpriſe with wonder thoſe that ſee it : So God is pleaſed. 
| to cover his Proceedings fora time ; but id the laſt Day there will be ſuch « revelation of 
the righteous judgment of God, Rom. 2. 7. that thoſe who now doubt, or complain of his 
Juſtice, ſhall admire and adore it © «© COTS Roh) 
3- The belief of this DoQtrine, as it vindicates Divine Providence, ſo .*tis powerful to 

comfort the Saints under Perſecutions for Righteouſneſs ſake; eſpecially when Innocence. is 
| wounded with ſlanderous Darts, and Calutnntes are joined with Cruelties, repreſenting 
them as worthy of publick Hatred. It was one of the ſubtile Artifices of Julien the Apo- 
ſtate, to mingle the Images of the Heathen Gods with thoſe of the Emperors, that the: 
doing reverence (as the Chriſtians were commanded) to all together, might imply a_de- 
relition ahd renouncing of their Religion, and their Simplicity. ſeem Impiety : Or if, jea-- 
lous of lipping from their Profeſſion, they refuſed to do. it, they might-ſeem to deny:the 
expreſſions of Honour due to their Emperors, and be reputed. .to, ſuffer, not as Chriftiah 
Martyrs, but as Rebels. But the believing conſideration of God's .righteous Judgment 
will make them deſpiſe the Cenſures and Reproaches of malicious Adverfaries. With me, 
faith the Apoſtle, it is a very ſmall thing that I ſhould be judged by mans judSent ; he that 
Judgeth me is the Lord, 1 Cor. 4. 5. The ſevereſt Cenſure was 'of no more weight, com- 
par'd with the approbation of God, than the lighteſt Feather that flys in the Air, put.in FY 
the Scales againſt the Globe of the Earth. The aſſurance of a righteous Cauſe, and a toter Judicent® 
righteous Judg, will preſerve an inward and joyful tranquillity of Soul in the midſt of all Jufun,Xcon- * 
the Storms of Reproach and ſcandalous Imputations ; like the calmneſs of a Haven when cum, noti 5i- 
the Sea is tempeſtuous without. And this will fortify Believers to bear with an invincible mere nifi cau- Y 
Courage all the Violence that is offered to them for their fidelity to God. All the Wrongs *® ny Ru 7 YJ 
and Injuries they endure, ſhall be redreſt with infinite advantage. The extremeſt Evi] WM ; 
| to which they are expoſed for Chriſt, are like the Chariots of Fire ſent from God, not to 
| conſume but conduC Elias in triumph into the higheſt Heaven, God will give them pre- 
ſent Support, inward Conſolations, and a future Crown. There is an appointed day 
when oppreſſed Innocence ſhall obtain the nobleft CO, and diſgraced Godlineſs the 
moſt publick and higheſt Honour. The faith of ſincere Chriſtians ſhall be foand to praiſe 
and glory, 1 Pet. 1. 7. Ms * may ſuffer under the Tyranny of Time, but ſhall reign in 
the Kingdom of Eternity. The belief of this, when firmly radicated in the Heart, is fo 
powerful as to make them glory in the ſharpeſt Tribulations, and joy tylluariumph over Sa- 
tan,with his perverted malignant World. Cantando rumpitur Anguis. Wifalas, the Sin, and 
a great part of the trouble of the Saints, ariſes from their weakneſs of Faith, and not patient 
waiting for the Day of the Lord. When heavy Perſecutions and great Diſtreſfes are conti- 
nued by the reſtleſs Adverſaries, they are apt, through impatience and inſtability of Mind; 
to be full of ſorrowful Complaints that God delays their particular Deliverance. _ And as 
ſometimes the Clock outruns the Motion of the Sun, that is the true Meaſure of Time ; ſo 
their haſty deſires prevent the Eternal Counſel of his Will, that has determin'd the period of 
the Miſeries of his People, and of the proſperity of the Wicked in the fitteſt time. And that 
he ſuſpends his glorious Coming to judg the World in Righteouſneſs, diſcourageth weaker 
Chriſtians, and makes them ready to faint i the day of adverſity. But the Lord i not flack in 
performing his promiſe, as men count ſlackneſs, 2 Pet. 3.9. There is not the leaſt reaſon to 

queſtion his Fidelity and Power, or to fuſpe&t his Love and Remembrance of his People. 
And as the Stars of Heaven enlighten the Earth, but the Candles on Earth cannot enlighten 
the Heavens : ſo the Wiſdom of God's Counſel and Providence ſhould dire& us patiently 
to expect his appointed Time, but our glimmering Reaſon cannot dire& him. a 

* 4. The ſerious belief of future Judgment is the moſt effeual reſtraint from ſecret Sins. 
Men are apt to encourage themſelves in evil upon the account of Secrecy ; *tis the uſual 
tinder of Temptations. If ſolitude and filence, if the darkneſs of the night, or any dif- 
guiſes may conceal their Wickedneſs from humane Eyes, they are bold and ſecure as to 
God. The Pſalmiſt declares what is the inward principle that ats them, what is the lan- 
guage of their Hearts : Al the workers of iniquity boaſt themſelves; they /9, The Lord ſhall 
wot ſee, neither ſhal the God of Jacob regardit, Plal. 94. 5,6... Bur O the brutiſh oy et 

| el, 


465 of Frernal. Frdgment. : - Chap. W 


Men, to think," ' becauſe they.do not ſee God, that he: does not fee them. Asif one 
ſhould ſhut his Eyes4n the face-of the Sun, and do ſome tou} .abominable thing, thinking 
himſelf to beunfeen, becauſe he ſees no Perſgn.. How vain is the impure diligence of the 
Adulterer, the crafty diligence' of the Decezver,' the ſollicitons diligence of other Sinners 
to hide things from the Judg of all ? Shall nor God ſearch it out, for he knows the wery ſecrets 
of the heart ? Whara confounding diſcoyery will be made of ſecret Wickedneſs at the Jaft 
day? Here obſcurity is the mask of ſhame that conceals it from: the World. Or if only 
Ghildren and-Fools that are .not capable .to judg- of the indecency and turpitude of 
AQtions, - be'SpeRators, Men are hot touch'd with ſhame for foul things. . But then their 
Wickedneſs ſhalt: be diſplayed before :God, the holy Angels and Saints. The actual 
belief of this-would deprive Satan of one of his greateſt advantages, and be a bleſſed Pre. 
ſervative frotn'many, Sins that allure the conſent! by the temptation of ſecrecy. A conſi- 
dering Chriſtian will reject them with indignation, ſaying with Joſeph, How can I ao this 
great _ and' ſin againſt. God ?. The Sins undiſcovered and unpumi{h'd by temporal 
Tribunals, ſha!l then receive a juſt Recompence, / wy 
©5.\'The remembrance of that ſtrict Judgnient is the moſt natural and powerful remedy 
againſt '{enſual [Temptations that fo eaſily infinuate and engage the Hearts of Men. St. 
Petir reckoning up; the Heathens Sins, Laſctviouſneſs, Laſts, exceſs of Wine, Revellings, 
and abominable Idolatries, tells the Chriſtians, that the Gentiles thought it ſtrange that they 
did-not run with them'to the ſame. exceſs' of riot, 1 Pet. 4. 334. As the Diſciples when our 
Saviour walk*d upon the Waters, thought he had been a Spirit, judging that no real Body 
could tread on them without finking : thus Men are apt.to think it impoſſible to reſtrain 
their carnal Appetites when allured by pleaſing ObjeQts. But the beliet of the Terrors of the 
Lord will damp-the ſenſual affections when molt ſtrongly enclin'd to forbidden things, and 
extinguiſh dSht inSin: fordelightand fear are inconfiftent, "Therefore the wiſe Preacher 
g1Ves tis: Counſel,” Rejoyce, O young man, 1 thy youth, and let thy heart chear thee in the days 
of | thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, and ſight of thine eyes : but kuow thou for all 
theſethings God will bring thee to: judgment. Eccl. 11. This will change the apprehenſions 
of the'Mind, and'alter the taſte of the Appetite, and make the moſt eaticing and irreſiſtible 
Luſts/ the objeRs of our greateſt deteſtation. 
© = ©  .6, The conſideration that the Son of God, clothed with our Nature, ſhall judg the 
World, affords ſtrong Conſolation to his People, and is a motive of great terror to the 
Wicked. How comfortable is it to his: People that he who loved them above his Life, and 
was their Redeemer on the Croſs, ſhall be their Judg on the Throne ? He is the ſame Jeſus 
Chriſt; yeſterday, to day, and for ever ; the ſame indulgent Saviour in the exaltation of his 
Glory, as when under Sufferings, Reproachand Shame. He is deſcribed in that glorious 
Appearance, by the conjunct Titles of his Majeſty and Power, The Great God, Tit. 2. 12, 
x3. and of his Compaſſion and Mercy, Our Saviour, to ſignifie his ability and afteQion to 
make them happy. When he comes with a heavenly Train of Angels to Judgment, he 
will -be'as tender of his Servants, as when he ſuffered for them in his humble ſtate. He 
that paid their Dgbtg and ſeal'd their Pardon with his own Blood, will certainly publiſh 
the Acquittance.*How is it poſſible he ſhould condema thoſe for whom he died, and who 
appear with the impreſſions of his reconciling Blood upon them 9 How reviving is it that 
Chriſt, whoſe Glory was theend and perfection of their Lives, P-4. 1. ſhall diſpoſe | 
their ſtates forever ? that he, who eſteems every aQ of their Charity and Kindneſs done 
to his Servants as done to himſelf, ſhall diſpenſe the blefled Reward ? Then the Kzng 
will ſay to them pla&d on his right hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pres 
pared for you fromthe foundation of the World, Mat. 25. O the tranſports of Joy to hear 
thoſe words from his Lite-breathing Lips | The Prophet breaks forth in an Extaſy, 
How beautifal ave the feet of the meſſengers of peace, thoſe that bring glad-tidings of ſalvation ! 
but how much more btautiful is the face of the Author of our peace and ſalvation ! Q how full 
of Serenity, and Clemency, and Glory ! The expeRation of this makes them Janguiſh 
with impatience for his Coming. Tho the Preparations of that Day are ſo' dreadful, 
when the Sun ſhall be darkned, and the Moon turned into blood, Ats 2. and the Stars fall like 
leavesin Autumn, Yet *tis ſtiled a Day of Refreſhment to the Saints. Fi 
Videris yulne- Byt how dreadful will his Coming in Majeſty to [Judgment be to the wicked ! They [ball 
| > Non fee him whom they have pierced, and with bitter lamentation remember the Indignities offer- 
ris lacus quod ed to him, What Excuſes can they alledg, why they did not believe and obey the Goſpel? 
pupugiſtt Our Saviour revealed high Myſteries, but confirm'd them with great Miracles. He re- 
rer vo, & Quir'd ftri& Holineſs, but offer'd DivineGrace to enable Men to do his Will, He poured 
proper vos © faprh his Spirit upon them, but their Hearts were as hard as the Rocks, andas barren as the 
[% inare Sands. Then he will reproach them fof their inſolent Contempt of all the Perfeftions of 
voluiſts, Aug. his Divine Nature, -and the bleeding Suffetings of his Humane Nature to reconcile them 
LY to 
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to God : for their undervaluing neglef? of the great Salvation, ſo dearly purchaſed, and fo 
freely and earneſtly offered to them : for their Obſtinacy, that the purple Streams that 
flow'd from his Crucified Body, that all the Sorrows and Agontes of his Soul were not 
effeQtual Perſwaſives to make them forſake their Sins : for their preferring the Bramble to 
reign over them, Satan the Deſtroyer of Souls, and ungrateful rejecting the true Vine, the 
bleſſed Saviour, who by ſo many miraculous Mercies follicited their Love, and deſerved 
their Service ; this will make the Senterice as juſt as terrible, and the more terrible becauſe 
juſt. This will exaſperate theanguiſh, that the Goſpel ſhall be a /avoar of Death to them ; 
and the bleſſed Redeemer pronounce them curſed, and diſpatch them to everlaſting fire, 
prepared for the Devil and his Angels for ever, The Judgment of the Redeemer will be rhore 
heavy than that of the Creator. For all the Riches of his Goodneſs which they deſpiſed, 
ſhall be the Meaſure of their Guilt and Woes. All the Means of Grace uſed for their Conver- 
ſion, but fruſtrated by their Perverſeneſs, ſhall becharged upon their ſcore. What Conſter- 
nation will ſeize the Wicked, when ten thouſand Accuſers ſhall riſe upin Judgment againſt 
them, and not one Advocate appear for their defence ? Satan will be ready to aggravate their 
Sins above his'own : For altho the ſuperior Excellence of his Nature and State did-heigh- 
ten his Obligation, and conſequently his Diſobedience to his Creator, and that he 
ſinn'd of hinfelf, derived a Guilt upon him exceeding that of Man's Original Sin, who 
was ſeduced to his Ruin ; yet in that Juſtice was ſo quick and ſevere, that the Angels af- 
ter their Sin were immediately expelPd from their bleſſed Habitation, no ſpace of Repen- 
tance was allowed ; and no Mediator interpos'd to obtain Terms of Reconciliation with 
the incenſed Deity, their Doom was final and irrevocable : But after our rebellious Sin, 
the Son of God, ſuch was his immortal Love, was willing to be mortal to redeem ſinful 
Men, and freely offer'd himſelf a Sacrifice to atone the Divine Diſpleaſure : and a Day of 
Grace and Lonp-ſufferance was granted, and many compaſſionate Invitations were ſent 
from Heaven to ſoften their ſtony Hearts : But they negleQted and deſpis'd the Grace of 
the Goſpel, and wilfully excluded themſelves from Mercy. In this reſpeC&t they are more 
guilty than the fallen Angels; and Juſtice will revenge the abuſe of Mercy. , Do the 
hope to ſotten the Judg by Submiſſions and Deprecations ? Alas ! he will be inflexible to al 
their Prayers and Tears, The Lamb will be then a Lion arm'd with Terrors for their 
Deſtruction. Or can they appeal to a higher Court to mitigate or reverſe the Sentence ? 
No, his Authority is ſupreme, and confirm'd by the immutable Oath of God. Or, do 
they think. to reſiſt the execution of the Sentence? Deſperate Folly ! The Angels, not- 
withſtanding their numbers and: ſtrength, could not for a moment eſcape his revenging 
Hand. The whole World of Sinners isof no more force againſt his Wrath, than the light 
Duft againſt a Whirlwind, or dry Stubble againſt devouring Fire. Or do they think, by 
a ſtubborn Spirit, toendure it ? Selfdeceiving Wretches ! It the correQtion of his Children 
here, tho allayed, and for their amendment, make their Beauty and Strength conſume away 
as a Moth, how inſupportable will the Vengeance be on his obſtinate Enemies ? Who kzows 
the Power of his a can ſound the Depths of his Diſpleaſure ? 


CHAP. VI. 


The Conſideration of Eternal Judgment ſhould powerfully move us to prepare far it; 
Rules of our acceptance in that day. Unfeigned Faith in the Lord Jeſus is abſolute= 
ly neceſſary for our acceptance The pardon of our Sins, and the rewarding our Ser- 
Vices, is upon the account of our Saviour 's meritorious Obedience and Sufferings, Sim- 
cere and uniform Obedience will be only accepted of our Judg. The frequent trial. of 
Conſcience prepares us for the laſt Judement, This leads to Repentance for paſt Sins, 
and preſerves from Sins afterwards. The improving of our Talents will make the 
laſt Judgment comfortable. The zealous maintaining the Truth and Cauſe of (brit, 
will be rewarded in the laſt Judgment. A beneficent Love tothe afflifted Saints ſhall 
then be rewarded. An excitation to watch and pray, that we may with Comfort ap* 
pear before the Everlaſting Judg. ; 


w.: i THE Conſideration of Eternal Judgment ſhould be a powerful Incentive to pre« 
: pare our ſelves for it. The Affair 1s infinitely ferious, for it concerns our Salva- 
tion or Damnation for ever. Yet the Pleaſures and Buſineſs of the World faſten Men in 
Security, and hinder the intire application of their Minds to prepare for their laſt FOR 
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'Tis an awful Caution of our Saviour to his Diſciples, Take heed leſt at any time your hearts 
be overcharged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, and cares of this life, and ſo that day come ups 
on you unawares : for as a ſnare ſhall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the earth, A 
difſolute voluptuous courſe of Life is join'd with a brutiſh neglect of God and the Soul : 
and the indulging the carnal Appetite, tho not in ſuch enormous Exceſles as the Prophane 
are guilty of, alienates the Minds of Men from due conſidering their Spiritual State, and 
leſſens the preventive Fear that makes us ſerious and diligent to be found of God in Peace. 
And others are ſo involved in ſecular Buſineſs, that they are not at leiſure to regard the oze 
thing neceſſary : their Minds are ſo overſhaded with the Cares of the preſent World, they 
cannot take a right aſpe&t of the World to come. The Flood broke in upon the old World 
whilſt they. were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, buying and ſelling, and 
deſtroyed themall. The laſt Fire will devour this World in the ſame wretched incogitancy, 
and ſtupid neglect to prepare themſelves tor Judgment. As it was in the days of Noah, ſo ſhall 
it be in the days of the Son of man, *Tis a divine and ſolemn Warning, Behold, I come as a 
thief in the night : bleſſed rs he that watcheth and keepeth his garments, leſt he be found naked, 
without the Robe of Holineſs, and be expos'd to confounding ſhame in that Day. When 
ſecure and careleſs Sinners ſhall ſay, Peace and ſafety, ſudden deſtruttion will come upon them, 
as travel upon a woman with child, as \urprizingly, as irreſiſtibly ; and they ſhall not eſcape. 
But the W:ſe foreſee the evil, and eſteem it their incomparable Intereſt to ſecure the Favour 
of the Supreme Judg. ?Tis the Inference the Apoſtle makes from the Certainty of our ap- 
pearing before the Righteous Judg, Wherefore we labour, that whether preſent or abſent, 1n 


this or the next Life, we may be accepted of him. 2 Cor.5.9. This was his great Deſign, his 


chief Care, his Duty and his Glory : Never did any perſon more ardently aſpire, and am- 
bitiouſly endeavour for the obtaining a Kingdom, than he did to ſecure his own acceptance 
with the Lord. In order to this, I will lay down the Rules of our acceptance in that Day, 
and conclude the Argument. ; 

Firſt, Unfeigned Faith in the Lord Jeſus is abſolutely neceſſary,that we may be accepted. 
This 1s ſuch a belief of his all-ſufficient Merits, and his merciful inclination to ſave us, 
that the guilty and ſelf-condemned Sinner intirely conſents to the 'Terms of the Goſpel, as 
well as to the Privileges of it, with a reliance upon his Merits, and a reſolution to obey 
his Precepts. He is a Prieſt 0» a Throne, a Prince, and 4Savioar, and ſo muſt be acknow- 
ledged and received. Upon this condition his Righteouſneſs is freely imputed to us for our 
Tuſfifcation unto Life, without which we muſt periſh in our Sins. For, 

1. The beſt Saints are guilty, and deeply obnoxious to the Law, and the Judgment of 
God is invariably according to Truth ; fo that appearing 1n their Sins, they will be caſt for 
ever, God's Tribunal, like that of the ſevere Roman Judg, is Reorum Scopulus, a Rock 
that daſhes in pieces all the Guilty that come to it. Therefore the Pſalmiſt ſo earneſtly de- 
recates ; Enter not into judgment with thy Servant, O Lord ; for in thy fight ſhall no man 
living be Jufifed And the Apoſtle, tho a tranſcendent Saint, deveſts himſelf of his own 
Righteouſneſs, that he may be entirely covered with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; and re- 
nounces all] things, that he may be found in him as his. Surety in that Day of Accounts, and 
obtain Pardon by virtue of his SatisfaQtion for Sin. We cannot perfe&ly obey the Com- 
mands, nor appeaſe the Diſpleaſure of God : but the expiatory Sacrifice of Chriſt propi- 
tiates the Divine Juſtice. This alone can make us ſtand in Judgment before the fiery Law, 
and the fiery Tribunal, and the Jadg who is a conſuming Fire, to all the Guilty that appear in 


their Sins before him. The Blood of the Mediator has ſprinkled the Throne of God in 


Heaven ; and our Conſciences being ſprinkled with it by an unfeigned Faith, we may ap- 

xear before God the Judg of all with a humble confidence, and enter into the Holy of 
Holies, the Celeſtial Sanctuary, with joy. 

2, Not only the pardon of our Sins, but the acceptance and rewarding of our Services 
with eternal Glory, is upon the account of our Saviour's compleat Righteouſneſs. There 
are defilements in the Perſons, and defeQs in the works of the Saints. Their moſt holy 
and fervent Prayers are perfum'd by the Incenſe of his Intercefſion, and ſv become grate- 
ful to God, Rev. 8. 3. Our beſt Virtues are mix'd and ſhadowed with ImperteCtions ; but 
in him all Graces were conſpicuous in their conſummate degrees. Our Obedience, ſuppo- 
ſing it perfeR, : is of no deſert : When we have done all, we are unprofitable ſervants : but his 
Obedience was infinitely meritorious by the union of the Deity with his humane Nature, 
and is the foundation of the excellent Reward. - Not that his Merits derive a value to our 
Works to make.them worthy of eternal Glory : as ſome noble Mineral infuſed into Wa- 
ter, that is in it ſelf without taſte or efficacy, gives it a medicinal Tinure and Virtue ; 
for this is impoſſible, ſince the infinite Dignity of his Perſon, and his moſt perfe& habitual 
and aQual Holineſs, that are the Fountains and Reaſons of his Merits, are.incommunica- 


ble to our Perſons and Works. But the aQtive and paſhve Obedience of Chriſt is - _ 
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 faQtory and meritorious, that God is pleaſed graciouſly to reward with the:Crawn of Life 
the mean Services of thoſe who are by a lively and purifying Faith united to him. - + 
Secondly, Sincere Obedience, that is a uniform and intire reſpe& to all the Commands 
of God, will alone be accepted in that day : for his Authority rims through all, and binds 
them on the Conſcience. David had this tefttmony from God hintfelf, that he was « mar 
after his own heart, that fulfilled all his wil. And St. John refers the deciſion of -our ſtate to 
this, If our hearts condemn us of any allowed Sin of omiflion or commiſſion, much more 
God will, who is greater than our hearts, aud knows .all things, 1 John 3. 20, 21. But if the 
illuminated tender Conſcience doth not condemn us of infmcerity, we have confidence towards 
God, that he will ſpare and accept us notwithſtanding our Frailttes, and give free and ſafe 
acceſs into his Preſence. The lives of many are chequer'd with a ſtrange diſparity, they 
are reſtrain'd from ſome Sins of apparent odiouſneſs, but indulgent to others ; they are 
ſtri& in ſome Duties, but looſe and ſlack in others, as if they —_— way of commu- 
tation to be accepted of God; to yy rk their delinquencies in one kin Dy ſupererrogat» 
ing in another. Some are painted Phariſees in the Duries of the firſt Table; very exa&. 
in the formalitys of outward Devotions, but groſs Publicans in the Duties of the ſecond j 
careleſs of Juſlice and Equity, and Charity to Men : Others are in appearance ftritly mos 
ral in the diſcharge of their Duties to Men, and negligent of 'their Obligations to God. 
But partial Obedience can never endure the trial of Confcience, much lefs of God. For 
what is the weak light of our Minds, to the pure Eyes of his Glory ?” It will make vs lia- 
ble to inward rebuke now, and to open confuſion ar the laſt, St. Paul's rejoycing was from 
the teſtimony of his Conſcience, that in ſimplicity and goaly ſincerity he had his converſation in 
the world, 2 Cor.1.12. And, as he exppeſles it in another place, it was his deily exerciſe to 
| have 4 conſcience void of offence towards God, and towards men, Tho our conqueſt of Sin be 


not compleat, yet our reſolution and-endeavours muſt be to mortify it in every kind. Tho 
our Obedience has not the perfeftion of Degrees, we muſt beequally regarding the Divine 
Law. If there be any ſecret-favour'd Sin, either of Omifſion or Commiſſion, it will ren- 
der our Petitions unacceptable at the Throne of Grace, and our Perſons at the Throne of 
Judgment ; Jf I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear my prayer. The Law re- 
quires the performance of our Duty without abatement, or denounceth the Penalty with- 
out allay or mitigation : The Goſpel has not relax'd the ſtriftneſs of the Law as *cis the 
Rule of Life, but as it was the condition of obtaining Life, Sincere Obedierice is accep- 
ted by that gracious Covenant, where the Legal Perfettion is wanting ; but that is indiſpen- 
ſably required of all. T may illuſtrate this by a Paſſage of Alexander the Great, who bes 
ing deſirous to learn Geometry, applied himſelf to a skilful InftruQtor in it. But his war- 
like Diſpoſition made him more capable to conquer, 'than to meaſure rhe Earth; fo that 
tired with the firſt Propoſitions, he defir'd his Maſter to make the' Scheme more. clear and 


plain, and eaſy to him. * To whom the Maſter replied, that the Theorems of that Science * Cui precep- 
were equally.difficult to all, and requir'd the ſamearrention of Mind to underfland them. 577 ita, lt 
Thus the Goſpel of Mercy requires of all ſincere SanQification, and ſerious endeavours to -.0 6 Bp ging 
| perfe& Holineſs in the Fear of God, and without this none ſhall be exempted from Con- que diifcilia. 
demnation. | 2 | RIS IF 
To the ſincerity of Obedience, I ſhall add a more reſtrained Notion of it as refpeRting 
Religion. The Duties of Piety confiſt of an outward and inward part; andthe one 
without the other, is but as a Carcaſe without : SI Soul. Now there will be an, 
exquiſite Anatomy of the Heart in that Judgment, a diſcovery of all the Principles and 
Motives by which Men were aCted ; and then he that is a Saint inwardly, in the Spirit, 
who with pure Aims and holy AfﬀeCQtions hath ſerved God, ſhall have prazſe of him. And 
thoſe who have usg'd God to enjoy the World, that have aſſumed pretences of Piety for ſe- 
cular Ends, ſhall be reproved. This will be a cauſe of wonder in that day, that many 
who are highly eſteemed by Men as excellent Saints, {ball be an abomination to God. "That in 
the broad way to Hell thouſands go thither is fad beyond expreſſion, bur nor ſtrange at all : 
but that in the Path of Heaven any ſhould deſcend to Hell, is aſtoniſhing, Thar thoſe 
who live without God in the World, 1n the profane negle& of his Worſhip, ina diſſolute 
diſorderly courſe, ſhould fall under Condemnation, is believed of all; bur rhat thoſe who 
have appeared zealous in Religion, ſhall be at laſt rejefted, is contrary to univerſal ex- 
peQation. And not only rhe groſs Hypocrite that deceives others, bur he that deceives |, 
- himſelf by the external praQtice of holy Duties, without correſpondent lively affeftions 7 
that prays with that coldneſs as if he had no defire to be heard, an@hrars with that careleſ- 
neſsas it he had no deſire to be ſanQified by the Word, and is converfant in other parts 
of Divine Service in that ſlight manner, as if he had no defign to be ſaved, ſhall by a con- 
| vincing upbraiding Light ſee his Wickedneſs, in diſhonouring that God whom he pretende 
ra his Soul. When the Upright as pure Gold ſhall bemore 
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of Eternal Fudgment. - Chap. VI. 


radiant by the Fire, the infincere like reprobate Silver ſhall not endure that ſevere 
trial. | | 

_ Thirdly, The frequent diſcuſſion of Conſcience, and reviewing our Ways, is neceſſary 
in order to our comfortable appearing before our Judg. This is a Duty of conſtant Re- 
volution : for while we are in Fleſh, the beſt Saints, notwithſtanding all their vigilafice 
and diligence, are overtaken by ſurpriſal, and ſometimes overborn by ſtrong temprations ; 
and *tis more neceſſary to beg Ge daily Pardon, than for our daily Bread. Under the Law; 
if any one had by touching a dead Body contracted Uncleanneſs, he was to waſh his 
Clothes in the Evening, and not to lie down in his Uncleanneſs. This was typical of our 
duty, that we ſhould waſh away our ſinful Defilements every day in the purifying Foun- 
tain of Chriſt's Blood, that i f-h open for ſin and for uncleanneſs. And the Method of 
the Goſpel to obtain the grant of Pardon, and our comfortable Senſe, and the bleſſed Et- 
fefts of it is this, there muſt be a mournful ſight, and ſerious acknowledgment of our dai- 


ly Sins, and a judging our ſelves by the domeſtical Tribunal in our Breaſts as worthy of 


Condemnation. . For tho we cannot ſatisfy Divine Juſtice for the leaſt Sin, we muſt glori- 
fy it ; and with humility and fervency deſire that God would harem forgive our re- 
newed Sins, with unfeigned Reſolutions and Care againſt them for the future. Thus we 
are to ſue out our Pardon for Sins commitred every day. And whereas many Errors in re- 
gard of or frailty,/ and their finenefſs, do flip from us, we ſhould with contrite Spirits 
implore the Divine Majeſty to cleanſe us from our ſecret ſins, Pſal. 19. 12. ſuch as through 
ignorance or 1nadvertency eſcape from our obſervation. If we are obliged to be recon- 
ciled to an offended or offending Brother before the night, and the Sun muſt not go down 


| &pon 0ur wrath, much more to be reconciled to an gftended God, that lis Diſpleaſure may 


be atoned. 'The morning and evening Sacrifice was a Figure of the conſtant uſe of 
Chriſt's Merits and Mediation for us. The ſecure negle& of renewing our Repentance for 
our renewed Sins, deprives us of the Comforts of the Covenant, and will make the 
thoughts of Judgment as heavy as Mountains upon the Conſcience, when *tis awakened 
out of its ſlumber. But when the Soul's accounts are kept clear with Heaven every day, 


| O whata bleſſed Reſt does the penitent Believer enjoy in the Favour of God ! O the divine 
_ Calm of Conſcience, when our Debts are cancelPd in the Book of God's Remembrance ! 


If we ſhould be unexpetedly ſummoned to appear before the Judg of all, the ſight of our 
Sins will rather excite thanktul affections, and joyful Praifes of God for his Mercy, that 
he hath pardoned them, than fearful deſpairing thoughts of his Mercy, that he will not 
pardon them. = _- S 
And as this conſidering our ways leads to Repentance, and is a Remedy for paſt Sins, ſo 
*tis a powerful preſervative from Sins afterwards. For as in War the greateſt care is to 
fortify the weakeſt Part of a beſieged Town, and make it impregnable ; ſo a Chriſtian, 
by the experience of his infirmity and danger, will be more wiſe and wary, more circum- 
ſpect and reſolved againſt thoſe Sins whereby he has been often foiPd, to prevent the daily 
incurſion, and ſudden ſurreption by them. And according to the degrees of our Innocence, 
we have confidence of acceptance with-God in Judgment. | 
Foarthly, Let us improve with a wiſe and ſingular diligence the Talents committed to 
our Truſt: for in that day we ſhall be reſponſible for all. that we have received. All the 
Bleſſings we poſſeſs, whether natural,, our Life, our Faculties, 'our Endowments, our 
Health and Strength ; or Civil, Honour and Dignity, Riches and Reputation ; or Spiri- 
tual, the Goſpel in its Light and Power, 'the Graces and Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, as 
they-aze Gifts from God's Love, fo they. are Talents to be employed f6r his Glory. We 
areBtewards, not Proprietaries : for the ſupreme Lord does not relinquiſh his Right 1n our 
Bleſſings, that we may diſpoſe of them at-our own pleaſure, but hath preſcribed Rules for 
eur uſing them in order to. his Glory, our own good, and the benefit of others. And 'tis 
{ad to conſider that uſually thoſe who enjoy the oreateſt Gifts, render the leaſt acknow- 
ledgments, and the moſt abundant in Favours. are moſt barren in Thankſulneſs. Time, 
that unvaluable Treaſure, that is due to God and the Soul, the price of which ariſes from 
the Work of Salvation to be done in it, how is_it ſquander'd away ? Conſcience would 
bluſh at the ſerious refleQtion, that every day ſo much is ſpent in the buſineſs of the World, 
or Pleaſures, and fo little redeemed for. Communion with the Holy God: that as in rhe 
Prophetick Dream the lean Kine devoured the fat, ſo unconcerning Vanties take up that 
time that ſhould be employed for our laſt and bleſſed End. While Time js miſerably 
waſted, the Soul lies a bleeding to everlaſting Death. More particularly, we ſhall be ac- 
countable. for all the days of the Son of Man that we have ſeen, all the ſpecial . Seaſons 
of Grace; . theſe: we ſhould improve for our cternal advantage, tro prepare us for 
the Divine Preſence ;above. But alas, the Lord's , Day that” 1s conſecrated - for the 
wnmediare Service of God, and ſhould be entirely ſpent 1n it, and in things that have 
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Service, receive an exceltent Reward. © | ws 
Fifthly, Another Rule of our Accra at the laſt Day is, That we muſt wich Coi 
rages an Zeal maintainin or rank laces the Cauſe of Chit, _ Fot thus 16 Uetares 
fly, Whofoever ſbull confeſs me before, men, him A will I conf » Father whic 
7s ey ore ou _ Bat whoſoever ſhall deny me before men, bim alſo wi t dem before wy Fdthi 
which is in heaven. Mat. 10.33 ve. "When the Trath, Purity, and Fo ower of Religioh,- 
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of Mens Spirits, ſutes his Temptations accordingly. The Purity and Holineſs of Religion, 
expreſt in the ACtions of the Saints, is by the ſcurrilous Refleions and bitter Sarcaſms of 
prophane Perſons made contemptible, "This is as fooliſh and malicious, as if a Slave ſhould 
reproach the-Son of a King, that he was like his Father in his Countenance and Actions : 
for by how much the reſemblance of God's Holineſs appears with more evidence and emi- 
nence in their Lives, their Divine Relation is more certainly and juſtly to be acknowledged. 
Yet how many are aſhamed of this Glory ? And Zeal to vindicate the Honour of Religion 
is traduc'd and vilified, either as the EfleCt of deſigning FaCtion, or of the Indiſcretion and 

Raſhneſs of a weak ſudgment and ſtrong Paſſions. Inevery Age the faithful Servants of 
God are by ſcornful Titles deſpiſed : We are accounted, ſaith the Apoſtle, the off-ſcouring of 
the world, 1 Cor. 4. 17. But a generous Chriſtian looks upon diſgrace for the ſake of - 
Chriſt as his Honour. The Apoſtles rejoiced that they were accounted worthy to ſuffer ſhame 


for his Name. AQss 5.41. *Tis faid of the Baptiſt, He was not that Light, but came to bear 


witneſs to that Light : intimatiog as if that were the next degree of Dignity to it. And our 
Saviour, ſpeaking of the Proots of his Divine. Miſſion, reckons up the Witneſſes of fuch 
Dignity, that *tis not poſſible for Sacred Ambition to aſpire to higher Honour, than to be 
in conjunRion with them : they are John the Baptiſt, his Miracles, his Father, and the Scrip- 


fares, John 5. $3 36, 37» 39- 


Let us appeal then from the light depraved Fancies of carnal Men, to the wiſe and faith- 
ful Judgment and Authority of the Son of God. He will at the laſt Day, 1n the preſence 
of his Father and all the Court of Heaven, give an incomparable Crown to all that have 
deſpiſed ſhame for his ſake. But thoſe vile Spirits, whoſe Courage of Straw is. quelPd b 
vain Opinion, and the Reproaches of Fools, and have deſerted the Cauſe of Chriſt, ſha 
then. be clothed with confuſion : - for this we are aſſured by our Judg, that whoſoever 
ſhall be aſhamed of me and ") words, in this adulterous and ſinful generation, of him alſo ſhall 
the Son of man be 'aſhamea when he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy Angels. 
Mar. 8. 38. If the unnatural Brothers were aſtoniſh'd when the Governor of Egypt told 
them, / am Joſeph, whom ye ſold ; how much more will falſe Chriſtians, when the Lord of 
Glory ſhall tell. chem, Iam. Jeſus, whom for baſe ſhame ye denied ? How will it confound 
thoſe abje&t Wretches to be a ſpeQtacle of Abhorrence and, Scorn before that Univerſal 
Glorious Confluence ? They would chuſe rather to be covered under the Ruins of the 
World. - If we value and delire the approbation of the King of Angels, if we fear a fi- 
nal rejeQtion from him, to obtain the one and avoid the other, we muſt entirely adhere to 


| his Intereſt, without any reſpet to the eyes and eſteem of the perverſe deceived 


World. . | 
Sixthly, A cordial beneficent Loveto the Saints, is a requiſite Qualification of our accep- 
tance in the Day of Judgment. Ther ſball the Kjng ſay to them on his right hand, Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
For I was an hungry, and ye gave me meat , Iwas thirſty, and ye gave me drink ; 1 was a ftran- 
ger, and ye took me in , naked, and ye clothed me , Iwas ſick, and ye viſited me; 1was in pri- 
Jon, and ye came unto me. Mat. 25. 34, 35, 36. The Union and. Endearments betwixt 
Chriſt and his People, are mutual and reflexive ; as they are extreamly tender of his Glory, 
ſo he isconcern'd1n all that is done to them. And tho the Perfeion of Love conſiſts 
more in the AﬀeCtion of the Heart than in outward Offices, yet our Saviour. moſt congru- 
ouſly produces in Judgment the conſpicuous effets of Love to them, the ſupplying their 
Wants, allaying their Sorrows, owning them when obſcured and depreſt by Aﬀliictions, 
and injurioully treated by others. - This love of Service that is direQted and exerciſed to- 
wards the Saints-for-the Image of God ſhining in them, becauſe they are the Children of 
God, and Members of Chrift, and therefore extended to all in whom the reaſon of that 
Love appears, ſhall be gloriouſly rewarded ; for he interprets what is done upon his account 
to thoſe who are his own by ſo many dear Titles, as done to, hynſelf. And what is more 
becoming his excellent Goodrgeſs, than to reward the works of Mercy with ſaving Mercy ? 
But thole who when Chriſt preſents himſelf to them in his poor diſtreſſed Members, and 
ſollicits their aſſiſtance, to proteQt them from Injuries,-to refreſh their Soxfows, to ſupport 
them in their exigencies ; thoſe that have Ability, but want AfﬀeRQion to do them good, 
ang incompaſſionately negle& the ſuffering Saints, ſhall be ſentenc'd to be tormented with 
> Apoſtate Angels for ever..- '\Wiy » Tad: nity is it to the Son, of God, that thoſe for 
whom he ſhed his moſt precious Blood, houla A in leſs value and Fey. Wk many, 
chan'the Dogs and Horſes maintained for their pleaſure ? And thoſe oy the Afi 7d ſhall 
be condemned toeternal Fire for the coldnefs of their Love ; how terrible will the Judg- 
ment be of thoſe-that from the: heat of their-enmity outragioully . perſecute, the Servants 
of Chriſt for his ſake, 1n their Perſons, Eſtates, Reputations,, that, with a-worle than bar- 
bares inhumanity ſeek. their ruin? Is there any Sin.of a more Morta guilt ? 
*1 hs IHE oe” | SA L T ; 
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The infernal Furnace is ſeven-fold heated for the puniſhing ſuch wickedneſs. 


To conclude this Argument ; Let us obſerve the Command of our Saviour, To watch and 
pray always, that we may be counted worthy to ſtand before the Son of man, Theſe are Duties 


of univerſal influence into our lives, the one prevents Careleſneſs, the other vain Confi- 
dence 1n our ſelves: and the conſideration of Judgment to come, is the greateſt Motive to 
them, and the firſt Principle of Holineſs. This ſhould work more powerful in us, con- 
zdering the Day of Death is equivalent to the Day of Judgment to every Perſon ; for 
then a particular Sentence deciſive and irrevocable paſſes, that ſhall be publiſh'd at the laſt 
Day. Methinks the Terrors of the Lord ſhould engage our Souls and Senſes to a conti- 
nual preparation for his coming. *Tis repreſented ſoas to affe& the Eye, and keep it vigi- 
Jant, Behold, the Lord comes with ten thouſand of his Saints, to execute judgment upon all, Jud. 
15., Behold, he comes inthe clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee htm, Rev.1.9. And to call the 
Ear, and make it attentive ; The Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from heaven with the voice of the 
Archangel, and with the trump of God. x Theſl. 4. 16. How circumſpett ſhould we be in 
all our Ways, ſince every a&ion ſhall be reviewed by our Judg ? St. Peter ſtrongly infers 
trom the diſſolution of the World, as a moſt cogent Argument, that we ſhould be exaQtly 
and univerſally Holy : Seeing then all theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, what manner of perſons 
ought we to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs ? 1 Pet. 3. 11, 12. But the conlideration 
of the eternal Judgment immediately ſucceeding the deſtruction of the World ; O how 
powerful ſhould it be upon Conſcience and the AﬀeQtions, to regulate the whole courſe of 
our Lives with a final reſp2& to God*s Tribunal ! | 
In ſhort, That which we read of the ſucceſs of the Apoſtles preaching to the Athenians 
upon the preſent Subje&, the Immortality of the Soul, compriſed in the Reſurreftion of 
the Body and future Judgment, is the ſame in all times and places. And when they heard 
of the reſurretion of the dead, ſome mocked ; and others ſaid, We will hear thee pay of this 
matter ; and others believed, AQts 17. 32, 34. There are three Differences of the Hearers 
of this DoQtine of ſo great importance : ſome deride it as an extravagant Fancy ; ſome 


believe it, and yield up themſelves entirely in obedience to it ; others do not abſolutely re-. 


xt it as the firſt, nor accept it as the ſecond, but have a conjeQure, or -{light ſuperficial 
Opinion of it, or a ſpeculative aſſent as toa hiſtory of things that do not concern th 

and defer the ſerious conſideration and applying of it tothemſelves. And of this third ſort 
(O Grief!) are the moſt of thoſe who are Chriſtians in Name. They delay till Death 
the ſolemn refleQing upon the final Judgment, and the inevitable conſequence of it, a 
bleſſed or miſerable Eftate for ever. And whereas the Apoſtle, who had infallible afſu- 
rance of God's Love, did with a holy ſeverity and felt-denial abſtain from all carnal 
Complacencies that might hazard thenever-fading Crown ; I keep under my body, and bring 


it into ſubjettion, leſt by any means when I have preached to others, I ſhould be a caſt-away. . 


x Cor. 19. 27. Þ Yetthe moſt live and diein a ſecure ſtate, without preparation to appear 
before the Preſence of his Glory. 


+ Vz miſeris nobis qui de eleione noſtra nullam adhuc Dei vocem cognoyimus, & jam in orio quaſi de ſccurirate rorpe= 
mus. Greg. !tb, 29. Moral. 
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OF HEAVEN. 


CHAP. IL 


The Saviour of Men was before and under the Law by various Prediftions and Types 
deſcribed, to prepare the World for bis Reception with Faith and Obedience, Tn 
this Pſalm, a mixture of Hiſtory and Prophecy. The words of the Text applied 
by the Apoſtle to Chriſt's Reſurredtion and Aſcenſion, and Glory nm Heaven, * The 
Divine Preſence is the Supreme and Eternal Pelicity of the Saints in Fleaven. The 
Glory of the Place conſidered. The Happineſs of Heaven illuſtrated by ſenſible Re- 


preſentations. 


- * 
pI ———— —————— ——— —— te 


PS A L. XVI. 11. 
Thou wilt ſhew me the Path of Life : iu thy preſence is fulneſs of Foy, at thy right 


hand there are Pleaſures for evermore. 


HE Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs was pleaſed, before and during the Legal 
Diſpenſation, by various PrediQtions and [Types to delineate the Perſon of our 
Redeemer, and the Work of Redemption, to prepare the Minds of Men for * 
his Reception at his coming into the World. All the Evangelical Prophecies re- 

corded inthe Old Teſtament, as diſperſed Rays, are conſpicuouſly united in him, the Sur 
_ of Righteouſneſs ; and as in a curious Piece of Moſaick Work, each Stone according to its 
natural Vein and Colour is ſo exaQtly diſpoſed, and with that proportion join'd to another, 
that the lively Figureof the Human Body refults from the Compoſure ; ſo by variety of 
Types, the intize Image of our Saviour's Life is repreſented from his firſt appearing on 
Earth, to his aſcending to Heaven. | 
Now the due comparing and obſerving the harmonious Agreement between the Pro< 
phecies and Types of the Old Teſtament, and the Hiſtory of the New, is a powerful 
means to produce and eſtabliſh a true lively Faith in the bleſſed Jeſus as the promiſed Mz: 
ſfiah: For it is an infallible Argument of the Divine Providence, in diſpoſing Times and 
Things ſo, as the Oracle ſhould be verified in the Event, and the myſterious Figures ſub- 
ſtantially exhibited in the manifeſtation of the Son of God. ?Tis true, his Miracles raiſed 
Admiration, and argued the concurrence of Power truly Divine: For the Exerciſe of an 
abſolute Dominion over the Order of Nature, is a Royalty reſerved to God ; but that his 
miraculous Operations were foretold, added more Authority to his Perſon, and Efficacy 
| to his DoArin, Therefore our Saviour himſelf, in anſwer to the publick Queſtion ſent 
from Johz the Baptiſt, whether he were the expected Saviour of the World, commanded 
the Meſſengers to tell him what they heard and faw, The Blind receive their ſight, and the 
Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, the Deaf hear, and the Dead are raiſed up, Matth, 17. 
Which healing Miracles were foretold by the Prophet 1Jazah, Iſa. 35. as the clear and di- 
ſlinguiſhing CharaQters of the Miah from all Seducers, when he ſhould come. The 
fulfilling God's Word by the Works of Chriſt, of which there was ſenſible evidence, 
was an irrefutable teſtimony that his Miracles were true, and performed for the eonfirma- 
tion of the Truth. | 
Now of all the choſeg Saints that foretold the coming of Chriſt, the new Law of 
Grace, and the new Kingdom of Glory, that he ſhould reveal and eſtabliſh : Of all that wun homz- 
repreſented him in various Particularities, concerning his Perſon and Offices, there was not num non tan- 
a more ilſuſtrious Type than David, that by prophetical Words, and by prophetical AQti- grooyriany 
ons did fo clearly deſcribe him. | | ih ag 
In this Palm compoſed by him, there is a mixture of Hiſtory and Prophecy ; ſame Aug- 
things 1a the lirerat and inimedare fenfe referring to David : I have ſet rhe Lord always be- 


2 fore - 


A 


Of HEAVEN. Chap: 1. 


fore me; becauſe he 1s at my right hand, I ſhall not be moved, Our being at God's right 
Hand, implys the higheſt Honour; his being at aur right hand, 1mplies preſent and ſure 
proteQtion and defence. And of this Devid had the mfatible Promiſe of God to ſecure 
his Hope, notwithſtanding all his unrighteous and implatable Enemies. But the follow- 
ing Verſes are applicable to David, but in a lower ſenſe, and by a remote Metaphor, and 
have their literal and principal Accompliſhment in our Saviour. Thou wilt not leave my 
Soul in Hell; that 1s, in the ſtate of the Dead ; zor ſuffer thy holy One to ſee Corruption : 
that is, the Body of our Saviour ſhould be exempted from the corrupting Power of the 
Grave, and reſtored the third day to Life. In this propriety and perfe&ion of ſenſe, the 
Prophecy 1s applied by St. Pezer to our Saviour's alone : for David died, and ſaw corrupti- 
on, AQs 2. 27,29. and his Body ſtill remains under the Dominion of: Death. And this 


laſt Verſe, Thou wilt ſhew me the Path of Life; in thy Preſence is fulneſs of Joy, at thy - 


right hand are Pleaſures for evermore ; 1s applied by the Apoſtle to Chriſt, his ReſurreQion, 
Aſcenſion ro Heaven, and ſitting, at the right Hand of the Majeſty on hich. Thoa wilt ſhew 
me the Pathof Life; that 1s, introduce him into the Kingdom of Glory, and by experi- 
mental Fruition make him partaker of it: In thy Preſence # fulneſs of Joy, at thy right 
hand are Pleaſures for evermore. no 

In theſe words the Cauſes and Excellencies of the Heavenly Life are expreſs'd. The 
Cauſes, are the glorious Preſence of God, and the intimate application of his Preſence, 
and dxfcovery of his peculiar Love to the Saints. This our Bleſſed Saviour had reſpeCt ro, 
as the compleat Reward of his Sufferings : Thou ſhalt make me full of Joy with thy Counte- 
nance, And his right Hand implies his Bounty that diſpenſes, and his Power that ſecures 
our Happineſs. The Excellencies of it, are fulneſs of Joy, and Pleaſures for evermore. 


From the words I ſhall obſerve one Propoſition. 


the Saints. 


The enjoyment of the Divine Preſence in Heaven, i the ſupreme and everlaſting Felicity of 


In the diſcourſing of this Point, I will conſider, 


Firſt, The Place wherein the Divine Preſence is gloriouſly reveal'd. 
Secoxaly, Shew that the enjoyment of the Divine Preſence is the ſupreme Felicity of the 


Saints. 


Thirdly, Prove that the Felicity ſhall be Everlaſting. 


Firſt, The Place wherein the Divine Preſence is revealed. ?Tis conſiſtent with the Di- 
vine Immenſity, to be difterently preſent in ſome Places. The eſſential Preſence of God is 
the ſame every where; the influxive declarative Preſence of_God is ſpecial, and otherwiſe 
in one place than another. He is more excellently preſent in the living Temples, his Saints 


- on Earth, by the gracious and eminent Operations of his Spirit, than he is in the reſt of 


the World : He is moſt excellently preſent in Heaven, by the cleareſt Manifeſtation, and the 
expreſs CharaQters and EffeCts of the Divine PerfeQtions. 

This inferior World is fram*d with exquiſite order ; The Earth is full of the Glory of the 
Lord : Yer tis but the Sediment of the Creation, the habitation of Birds and Beaſts, nay 
of rebellious Sinners : And by this we may raiſe our Thoughts to conceive ſomething of 
the glorious Sanctuary of Lite, and Blefſedneſs above. ?Tis called the Heaven of Heavens, 
which is the higheſt compariſon to inſtruEt and aſtoniſh us with the Amplitude and Glory 
of the Place. *I1s a Place becoming the Majeſty of God, the Image of his Immenſity. 
Our Saviour aſlures us, Iz his Father's Hoaſe are many Manſions, to receive the innumerable 
company of glorified Saints, ?Tis called the Excellent Glory, 2 Pet. 1. 17. 

The ſhining Firmament, with all the Luminaries that adorn it, are but the Frontiſpiece 
to the higheſt Heaven. All the Luſtre of Diamonds, the Fire of Carbuncles and Rubies, 
the Brightnels of Pearls are dead in compariſon of its Glory. *Ti the Throne of the God 
of Glory, wherein his Majeſty is revealed in the moſt illuſtrious manner. For Pleaſant- 


| neſs cis call'@ Paradiſe, 1n alluſion to the delightful Garden planted by the Hands of God 


himſelt tor 44, his Favorite, whilſt innocent. There is the Tree of Life, There are 
Rivers of Þlcafure ſpringing from the Divine Preſence. ?T# called the Inheritance of the 
Saints in-Light ;, to bgnity the Glory and Joy of the Place : for Light bas ſplendour, and 
conciliates chearfulneſs, and is a fit Emblem of both. As on the contrary, Hell is deſcri- 
bed by the blackneſs of aarkneſs for ever, to ſignify the ſadneſs and deſpair of the Damned ; 
and becauſe in that centre of Miſery, a perpetual Night and invincible Darkneſs increaſes 
the horror of loſt Souls. COT 


Heaven 


Ae > 290172 4; 3-2 4 MD Tier wr 


Sat Yo Yet Wy a> 


_ Chap. Il. Of HE 4 Y EN. — 479 3 


Heaven for ſtability is called a City that has Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker is God, 
The prefent World 1s like a "Tent or Tabernacle ſet up for a time, whilſt the-Church is 
paſſing through the Wilderneſs : but Heaven 1s the City of the Living God, the Place of 

his happy Reſidence, the Seat of his eternal Empire.. "The viſible World, with all its 
pcriſhing Idols, ſhall ſhortly fall, this Beautiful Scene ſhall 'be aboliſhed : but the ſupreme 
Heaven 1s above this Sphere of mutability, wherein all Bodies compounded of the jarring 
[:lements are continually changing and diffolving : *tis truly calld « Kjngdom that cannot 
be ſhaken. . Briefly, the wiſe Maker has fram'd it correſpondently to the end for which it 
| was deſigned : *tis the Seat of his Majeſty, his Sacred Temple wherein he diffuſes the 
richeſt Beams of his Goodneſs and Glory, and his choſen Servants ſee and praiſe his adore- 
ble Excellencies for ever. 


Secondly, T will endeavour to ſhew, that the enjoyment of the Divine Preſence in Hea- 
ven, is the ſupreme Felicity of the Saints. 
LE To make this ſupernatural Bleſſedneſs more eaſy and intelligible to us, the Scripture 
| deſcribes it by ſenſible Repreſentations. For while the Soul is clothed with Fleſh, Fan- 
| cy has ſuch a dominion, that we conceive of nothing but by Compariſons and Images ta- 
[ ken from material things. ?Tis therefore ſer forth by a ene 2d: of Rev.17.7. to figni- 
fie the Joy and Glory of the Saints above. But to prevent all groſs Conceits, we are in- 
ſtruted,” that the Bodies of the Saints ſhall be ſpiritual, not capable of Hunger or Thirſt, 
nor conſequently of any Refreſhment that is cauſed by the ſatisfaQtion of thoſe Appetites. : 
The objetts of the moſt noble Senſes, Seeing and Hearing, the pleaſure of which is mixed 
with Reaſon, and not common to the Brutes, are more frequently made uſe of to reconcile 
the bleſſed and Heavenly State to the proportion of our Minds. "Thus ſometimes the Saints 
above are repreſented on Thrones, and with Crowns on their Heads : ſometimes clothed in White, 
with Palms in their Hands : ſometimes ſinging Songs of Triumph to him that ſits on the Throne, 
But the real Felicity of the Saints infinitely exceeds all thoſe faint Metaphors. 'The Apo- 
ſtle, to whom the admirable Revelation was exhibited of the Sufferings of the Church, 
_ and the viQtorious ifſue out of them in the ſucceſſive Ages of the World, tell us, it does not 
appear what the Saints ſhall be in Heaven, The things that God has prepared for thoſe that 
love him, are far more above the higheſt aſcent of our Thoughts, than the Marriage-Feaft 
of a King exceeds in Splendor and Magnificence, the Imagination of one that has always 
| lived in an obſcure Village, that never ſaw any Ornaments of State, nor taſted Wine in his 
Life. Wecan think of thoſe things but according to the Poverty of our Underſtandings. 
But ſo much we know as is able to ſweeten all the Bitterneſs, and render infipid all the 
Sweetneſs of this World, 


CHAP. I.. 


Whatever is requiſite to our compleat Bleſſedneſs, is injoyed in Heaven. There ts an ex- 
emption from all Evils. Sin and all the penal conſequences are aboliſht in Heaven. 
The concurrence of all poſitive Excellencies is enjoyed there. The Body is revived 
to a glorious Life. The Soul lives in Communion with God. The excellence of the 

Objett, and vigour of the aftings upon it, the principal ingredients of Happi- 


neſs. 


HIS will appear by conſidering that whatever is requiſite to conſtitute the com- 
| pleat Bleſſedneſs of Man, is fully enjoyed in the Divine Preſence. 

x. An exemption from all Evils is the firſt condition of perte& Blefſedneſs.* The Sen- 
tence of the wiſe Solon 1s true, 


——Diciqae beatas 
Ante obitum nemo ſupremaque funera debet. 


No Man can be call'd happy whilſt in this Valley of Tears. There are ſo many natural 
Calamities, ſo many caſual, which no humane Mind can foreſee or prevent, that one may 
be leſs miſerable than another, but none perfeQly happy here. But upon the entrance into 
Heaven, all thoſe Evils, that by their number, variety or weight, diſquict and oppreſs us 
here, are at an end. | Rrr Sin, 
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Sin, of all Evils the worſt and moſt hateful, ſhall be aboliſh'd, and all Temptations 
that ſurround us and endanger our Innocence, ſhall ceaſe. Here the beſt Men lament the 
Weakneſs of the Fleſh, and ſometimes the violent Aſſaults of Spiritual Enemies. St. Pau! 
himſelt breaks forth into a mournſul Complaint, O wretched Man that I am, who ſhall deli- 
wer me from this Body of Death ! And when haraſſed by the buffets of Satan, renews his 
moſt earneſt Addreſſes to God to be freed from them. Here our Purity 1s not abſolute, 
we muſt be always cleanſing our ſelves from the Reliques of that deep Defilement that 
cleaves to our Nature. | Here our Peace is preſerv*d with the Sword in our Hand, by a 
continual warfare againſt Satan and the World, But in Heaven no Ignorance darkens the 
Mind, no Paſſions rebel againſt the ſantified Will, no inherent Pollution remains. The 
Church is without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch thing : And all Temptations ſhall then ceaſe. 
The Tempter was caſt out of Heaven, and none of his poiſon'd Arfows can reach that pu- 
rified Company. GloriousLiberty ! here ardently deſired, but fully enjoyed by the Saints 
above. And as.Sin, ſoall the penal Conſequences of it are quite taken away. The pre-. 
ſent Life is a continual Diſeaſe, and ſometimes attended with that ſharp ſenſe, that Death 
is deſir'd as a Remedy, and accepted as a Benefit. Andtho the Saints have reviving Cor 
dials, yet their Joys are mix'd with Sorrows, nay cauſed by Sorrows. The tears of Re- 
pentance are their ſweetelt refreſhment. Here the living Stones are cut and wounded, 
and made fit by ſufferings for a Temple unto God in the New Jeruſalem. But as in build- 
ing of Solomon's Temple, the noiſe of a Hammer was not heard, for all the parts were 
fram'd before with that exaCt deſign and correſpondence, that they firmly combined to- - 
gether ; they were hewen in another place, and nothing remained but the putting them 
one upon another, and then as Sacred they became inviolable : So God the wiſe Archi- 
te, having prepar'd the Saints here by many cutting Afflictions, places them in the Eter- 
nal Building, where no Voice of Sorrow is heard. Of the innumerable Aſſembly above, 
is there any Eye that weeps, any Breaſt that ſighs, any Tongue that complains, or any 
appearance of Grief? The Heavenly State is called Lite, as only worthy of that Title. 
There is no infirmity of Body, no Poverty, no Diſgrace, no Treachery of Fxiends, no 
Perſecution of Enemies. There i zo more Death, nor Sorrow ; nor ſhall there be any more 
Pain ; for former things are paſt away. God will wipe away all Tears from the Eyes of his 
People. Their Salvation is compleat in all degrees : Pure Joy is the Privilege of Heaven, 
unmixed Sorrows the Puniſhment of Hell. | 

2, A concurrence of all poſitive Excellencies is requiſite to Bleſſedneſs. And theſe are 
to be conſider'd with reſpeCt to the intire Man. 

I. he Body ſhall be awak*d out of its dead ſleep, and quicken'd intoa glorious immor- - 
tal Life. The Soul and Body are the eſſential Parts of Man ; and tho the inequality be 
pou in their holy Operations, yet their concourſe is — Good Attions are deſign'd 

y the counſel and reſolution of the Spirit, but perform'd by the migiſtry of the Fleſh. 
Every Grace expreſſes it ſelf in viſible Actions by the Body. In the Sorrows of Repen- 
tance it ſupplies Tears; in religious Faſts, its Appetites are reſtrained ; in Thankſpgivings 
the Tongue breaks forth into the joyful Praiſes of God. All our ViRories over ſenſible 
Pleaſure and Pain are obtain'd by the Soul in conjunQtion with the Body. Now tis moſt 
becoming the Divine Goodneſs, not to deal fo differently, that the Soul ſhould be everlaſt- 
ingly happy, and the Body loſt in yg lartrigund the one glorified in Heaven, the other 
remain in the Duſt, From their firſt ſetting out in the World to the Grave, they ran the 
ſame Race, and ſhall enjoy the ſame Reward. Here the Body is the Conſort of the Soul in 
Obedience and Sufferings, hereafter in Fruition. Whenthe Crown of Purity, or Palm of 
Martyrdom ſhall be given by the great Judg in the view of all, they ſhall both partake in 
the Honour. The Apoſtle aſſures us, the Bodies of the Saints ſhall be revived and refined 
to a ſpiritual and glorious PerfeQtion. Fleſb and Blood, the Body with its terrene Qua- 
lities, 15 mutable and mortal, and cannot inherit the Kjngdom of Heaven ; it cannot breath 
10 ſo pure an Air. God tells Moſes, No Man can ſee my Face and live : The ſight of 
the Divine Glory 1s not conſiſtent with ſuch temper'd frail Tabernacles of Fleſh. . Nay, 
the Body muſt be freed from the innocent Infirmities that were inſeparable from Adam in 
Paradiſe : for he was made a living Soul, i. e, the Soul united to the Body was the Fountain 
of the natural ſenſitive Life, which was in a perpetual Flux, the vital Heat waſting theradical 


Moiſture, from whence there was a neceſſity of Food and Sleep to repair the Subſtance 


and Spirits, and preſerve his Life in vigour : But in the Divine World, the Body ſhall be 
ſpiritual 1n its Qualities and the Principle of its Life ; it ſhall be ſupported by the ſuper- 
natural Power ot the Spirit, without the ſupplies of ourward nouriſhment, and exempted 
from all the low Operations of Nature : Therefore our Saviour tells us, the Childrey of the 
Reſurreition ſhall be equal to the Angels, prepar'd for the employment and enjoyments of 
thoſe bleſſed Spirits. 


And 
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And a ſubſtantial unfading Glory will ſhine in them infoicely Fa fas | 
of this World, and the Glory of the Fleſh, that is but an appearance, like, the falſe Colou 
painted on the Feathers 'of a Dove, by the refletion of the Light, which pref wa "ct 
niſhes, when the Poſture is chang'd, or the Light withdrawn, Of this: we have-g: 
Pledg in the glorified Body of Chriſt, who is the firſ# Fruits of them that ſeep: VE fr 
change our vile Bodies, that th may be faſbioned like to his glorious Body. ; according. t0: the 
working of his Power, whereby [4 is able to ſubdut all things to Gimſotf, What can be: more 
Fario, than to be conform'd to the humanity of the Son of God? This Confor 

all be the Work of his own Hands : and when Omnipotence interpoſes, nothing :is -dit- 
ficult, The raiſing the Body ito. an immortal ftate of Glory, is as eaſy. to the Divine 
Power, as the forming it firſt in the Womb. As the Sun labours no more in the Mines, in 
the forming Gold and Silver, the moſt precious and durable Metals, than } in Tens rod 
on of a ſhort-liv*d Flower. T-  aeta. In 

2, AW ſupra rpg of Man is i in the of Ha mmuny th God. This will 
appear co ing. the principal Ingredients of Happineſs z- the 08 yep ton wen of 
the Object, and the v : our of, the jar It. | a: chr t me 
ant: þ ob himſel vel ng WARNS No efoftions *is the, ighe 
of the reaſonable Creature, to and. love God : For. he is a ſpiritual, 
changeable Good, con communicate all that is requiſite to. intire. 
ply all the Wants, and ſatisfy ul the Wiſhes of the ims 
and Will are our moſt comprehenſive Faculties, the Princi 
tions. To know and to ns are eſſential tothe reaſon 

AQs upon God, the ReQitude, the Ferngiogy and Fel 
lea] Creature by { 
lower order, the thoughts a | 
whence: they proceed, are ſenſual and wikt| 
- noble Faculties  arocxerciſed in their moſt =2 nd. vigorous precepti 
Good, Man is advanced to an f Joy rg ſection with 
Heaven, God by his moſt evident = >. "EXC 
ative Powers of the Soul in their higheſt degrees; and, 
feftions, fills their utmoſt Capacity, from whencea Divine Flue perpetual SatigfaRti- 

on ſprings, a Joy cat i unſpeaadle as 'tis onaraal; | leon noi gnies yy obo? 
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CHAP. II. 


The Underſtandoi ſhall be clearly enlightened with the knowledg F Gol. Hort the 
; revelation of God in his Works and Word. is. according to our. capacities, Tn Hee 
' ven 'tis moſt glorious, and our faculties are raiſed and refowd to receive it. The na« 
ture of God, bis Decrees and Counſels, bis anteon Diſpeny ations "are revealed fo 
[the Bleſſed. | | 


0 unfold this more particularly. E © jos 
_ x. The Underſtanding ſhall clearly ſee the moſt excellent Objet 
but in part, 1 Cor. 13. The naked Beauty of & he os os s veil'd 
diſcovery : and by, natural or accidental weakneſs, the 4 10t 
tain that dazling ing brighrne btneſs. But when that which is perje! 
ſhall be done away. In thas enlightened State,. Objects ſhall ab 
dantly exceed the.cleareſt revealing of them here. And Ca Lol ts nding {hall be p 
par'd in proportion to;take a full view of them.. Therefore the. SURE mpares the ſc- 
ak Periods of: the Church in reſpeR of the degree: 7a Knowledg, to the ſeveral Ages of 
hagans Life, When andy ry 4 pk 4s «Cl id, 1s uder ſtood 


mix'd with a cbr. = the. fi 
temperament, the iſplays its ſtreagth 

To explicate this, it is requiſite to conſider To in Script 
eminent degrees of Knowledg in the Bleſſed, ' Our Sir ures | 
Heart ſhall ſee God. Sight is the moſt noble, extenſive, and aff , | 
| fic to norfy the clear, ſweet and ſatisfying ce ri of God in Heaven. *Tis 250 
| Krr 2 ny 
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Deity is ſpiritual, and inviſible to the Eye of the Body, infinite, and incomprehenſible to the 
Eye of the Soul ; but the glorified Saints ſo clearly underſtand the Divine Perfeftions, that 
our preſent knowledg of God, compar'd to that Viſion, 1s but as the ſeeing of a dark Sha- 
dow in a Glaſs, to the immediate view of the living Subſtance and Perſon. The diſcovery 
of the Deity to us in the preſent State, is by his Works and Word: and both are imper- 
'fe&, and far inferiour to the manifeſtation in Heaven. The abſolute fulneſs of Perfe&ion 
that is inſeparable from the Godhead, is inimitable by any Creature ; for the PerfeQtion of 
anyCreatureis limited in its kind as well as degrees, Therefore God was pleaſed by variety 
of efteAts and reſemblances, to expreſs and repreſent his Attributes, that our Minds might 
aſcend by thoſe ſteps to contemplate thoſe PerfeQions that are in him eminently and beyond 
all compariſon. 'The Light of Heaven in all its purity and luſtre, is but g@ ſhadow of his 
unapproachable Brightneſs : allthe Excellencies of viſible things are but a weak repreſer- 
tation of the Glory of his Attributes, like the deſcribing with a Coal the beautiful Colours 
of the Morning : and compar'd with the immenfity of his PerfeQtions, are like the de- 
ſcribing in a ſheer of Paper the vaſt Celeſtial Spheres. ; 

In his Word there is a more clear and full diſcovery of his Nature and Will, but accor- 
ding to our capacity of receiving. The Divine Attributes in Scripture are mask'd and ſha- 
dowed under ſenſible Comparitons : for no Light ſhines into our Minds here, but through 
the Windows of Senſe. The intelleQtual Powers depend, as to the firſt notices of things, 
on the lower Faculties and Senſes: therefore as Eliſha in reviving the Sharamite's Child, 
contraQted himfelf to the proportion of the Child, and pat his Moath upon his Month, awd 
his Eyes upon his Eyes, and his Hands upon his Hands ; ſo God is pleaſed to condeſcend to our 
Capacity, and to adapt the Expreſſions of his Majeſty to the narrowneſs of our Imaginatt- 
ons.” But in Heaventhe Revelation of the Deity is much more glorious : and the Mind 
is clarified from thoſe terrene Images that flow through the groſs Channels of the Senſes; 
In this preſent ſtate our pureſt Conceptions of God are mix'd with Drofſs, and very mm» 
perfeQ ; but there the Gold ſhall be ſeparated from the Droſs, and our Conceptions be 
more propet and becoming tlie Simplicity 'and Purity of God. Here the Obje&s of Glory 
 arehumbled' to the preception- of Senfe!- Hereafter, the ſenſible Faculties ſhall Be raiſed 
and refined, and made the Subjefs of 'Glofy. Now when-Divine Light ſhines with dire& 
zms, and thethick Curtainof. Fleſh is ſpiritualized and'tranſparent,' the Soul enjoys the 

areſt Viſion of God, The Light of Nature 'was ſo defeQtive as to the diſcovery of 
God's Compaſſionate Counſels to fave the loſt World, and the Minds of Men were ſo 
darkned from the Fumes of their Luſt, that that Light was but the Hemiſphere of the 
Night in compariſon of the Revelation of the Goſpel "35" St. Peter expreſſes the happy 
Privilege of Chriſtians, and their copſequent Duty, that they ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſes of 
him who has called them out of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. And the Glorious Goſpel, 
compar'd tothe Revelation of God in-Heaven,js butas the Twilight ofthe Moraing, where- 
in the Light of the Day is checker*d with the Shadows of the Night, to- the Sun 1n its full. 
Ioftre. In Heaven we ſhall ſee God face to face; which ſignifies the cleareſt manifeſtation of 
his Glory, and-of lus favor.to the Bleſſed: for the Face is the Throne of Majeſty and Beau- 
ty, and .the Chryſtal wherein the AﬀeQtions are conſpicuous. Accordingly when Moſes 
prayed, I beſeech thee ſhew me thy Glory; God anſwered him, it was impoſſible, ” be 110 man 
could ſee his face and live. And the form of Divine Bleſſing to the People of 1/rael was, The 
Lord make his Face to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious to thee, Whether the immediate Efſence 
of God can be ſeen by the intelleQtual Creature, is a queſtion ; but we are ſure iz the Heaven 
of Preſence, God exhibits himſelf to the Bleſſed in a moſt glorious manner : for accordingto ' 
the degrees of Excellency in the Work, are the Impreſſions and Diſcoveries of the Cauſe. 
Now all groſs material things in the low order of Nature, are but weak reſultances from 
his Perfettions, in compariſon of their glorious EffeQts in the Divine World. The glories of 
the Place, and of the Inhabitants the Angels and Saints, are the moſt noble EffeAts and Ex- 
_ prefions of the Divine Attributes. But 1n a tranſcendent manner God exhibits himſelf in 
the glorified Mediator. He is ſtiled the brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon ; to ſignify that God, in the Perſon of the incarnate Mediator, 1s fo 
fully repreſented to us, that in him we have'a view of God's unchangable PerfeQons. 


'This appears 2 fr following words, | that having purged us from our Sins, he {s down on 
 _ the Majeityon high : for they reſpe& the Son of FI as united to the Humane Nature, in 
which he performed the Office of the Prieſthood, and took poſſeſſion of his Kingdom. 
During his tumble State, tho darken'd with many aMiQting Circumſtances, the Divine 


Virtues, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Holineſs, Power, were ſo viſible in his Life Revelations, 
and miraculous Works, that when Philip with that ardency of AﬀeQtion deſired the 
ſight of the Pather, the only conſummate Bleſſedneſs, ſhew «4 the Father, and it ſuffices ; 
He told him, He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the Father. But how brightly do they ap- 


pear 
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pear in his Exaltation? We ſhall ſee him as he s, in the Majeſty and Glory of the Son of 
God, The Apoſtle ſays, We ſhall know 4s we are known : This we are not to underſtand 
according to the exaQneſs of the Expreſſion ; for the-Sun may be as well included in a 
Spark of Fire, as God may be comprehended by our finite Faculties; Beyond the fulleſt 
diſcoveries we can receive of the Deity, there remains an intire infinity of Perfe&ions, not 
to be known by the moſt con 2-9 Spirits : but «s we art known, is a note of Sitnilitude, 
not of Equality. The Light of a Candle as truly ſhines as the Light of the Sun, but'hor 
with that extent and ſplerdor. We ſhall have ſuch a perfeft knowledg of God; as our 
Minds can receive, and our Hearts deſire. * 4 
God, his 
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that all that he does, and all that he permits and difpoſes is beſt, will quiet their. Paſſions, 
and change the tempeſtuous Ocean into the Pacifick Sea : But when <p 
the Council of State above, and ſee the immediate Reaſons of his Decrees, 
Wonder, what an exquiſite Pleaſure will fill their Minds ? Whea the ori 
of Wiſdom, as clear as deep, ſhall be opened, what ſweet ſatisfaQtion will be thed abroad 
in their Spirits? They will ſee the Beauty of Providence in diſpoſing temporal Evils in 
order to their eternal Felicity : that as in a curious Pifturethe darkeſt TinQures are ſo dif- 
poſed, as to give Life and Grace to the orient Colours ; ſo all the Afiftions of thus State 
were but ſhadows or foils, to make their Faith, and Love, and Patience more reſplen- 
dent, and their Reward more excellent. What our Saviour ſaid to Peter, is applicable to 
the impenetrable diſpenſations of Providence to us in our mortal State z What. XS 
ts not now, but (ball know hereafter. Then the Arcane Imperii, the Secrets of his Coun- 
ſels ſhall be unſealed, and we ſhall be able to expound the perplexing Riddle, how. ou? of 
the Eater came Meat, and out of the Strong came Sweetneſs : We ſhalf underſtand that bis 
over-ruling Providence is moſt eminently glorified in extraQting good out of evil ; for we 
ll know as we are known. w CHAP. 


of HEAVEN Chap IV. 


CHAP. IV. 


The bleſſed effet of the viſcon of God in the Saints. Tis produftive and conſervative 
of bas glorious Likeneſs. It affefts them with the moſt humble veneration of God's Ex- 
cellencies, It inflames them with the moſt ardent Lovs of God, and of our 
Saviour. 


'» Will conſider the bleſſed EffeQts of the Viſion of God in Heaven upon the Saints. 
K Our Savjour tells us, This is Life eternal, to know thee the only true God, and Jeſus 

brift whom thog haſt ſent. The beginning and introduQion of our Felicity, is by a lvely 
Faith here, the confummation of it 1s by preſent ſight in Heaven. : 

. x; From the Viſion of his Glory there will be a reſultance of his Likeneſs impreſt on 


us. ' We ſbdll be like him, for we ſball ſee him as be is. All the PerfeQtion and Happineſs of 
che 'Saints is compriſed in that Promiſe, The Sun, when the Sky is clear and ſerene, 


ge on a Cloud temper*d to receive it, with that orient brightneſs, that the 
dittinguiſh between the Copy and the Original. Thus the uncreated Sun 
vwerful emanations transforms the Soul into its likeneſs, in that divine Degree of 
Felicity, as glorioully reſembles God. Moſes by converſing with God in the 
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Saints in Heaven ? That 


peQt due from the intelleAual Creature to. the 
Creator, upon the account of his infinite and incommunicable Excellencies. : He'is diftin- 
rn not only from Idols, but from Creatures of the higheſt Order, by. his cſfent: 
upreme and ſing; 


bo 


Name, 1 AM. Every kind of Being, every ſpark. of Life, every 


degree of Perfettion is from his Efficiency, and depends entirely upon his ſupporting 
Power. The moſt eminent Qualities of the Creatures are but in ſhow and appearance* 
compar*d with the reality and bility of his glorious Nature. In the Scripture, Wiſdom, 


Holineſs, Goodneſs, Power, Truth, Immortality, are attributed to God, with the ex- 
clufjon of _ CT IO thoſe Ra rogatives ; they hang his cake TA ny ad 
incomparable PerfeQtions. They are ſeparable Qualities in the Creatures, ;like the gilding 
_ and enameling of baſer Metal: but in the Peity, og) ae like ſubſtantial maſſy Gold. 
There is a vaſtdiftance between created Beings ; but the Diſtance between a Fly, or a 
. Worm, and an Angel, is nothing to the diſtance between an Arch-Angel and God, there 
| being no compariſon between finite and infinite. All Creatures equally vaniſh, and diſ- 
appear as nedin ing, compar'd to the glorious Creator, As if one from the Region of 
the Stars ſhould look down upon the Earth, the Mountains and Hills with the Vallies 
would appear one flat Surface, an equal Plain, the height and the lowneſs of the ſeveral 
parts being indiſcernible at that immenſe diſtance. | 
Now in Heaven the Divine Majeſty is moſt viſible, and moſt awful and adorable. 
The ſublimeſt Spirits cover their Faces before his glorious Brightneſs. The Prophet 1/aiah 
had a entation of Heaven : I ſaw the Lord ſitting upon « Throne high and lifted up, 
and his Train filled the Temple. Above it flood the Seraphims : each one had ſis Wings ; 
with twain he covered his Face, with twain he cover d his F eet, with twain he did fh. jp.) oh 
cried to another, and ſaid, Holy, holy, holy Lord of Hoſts, the whole Earth is full of his 
Glory, They highly honour him, by the refletion of his ſeparate and peerleſs Excellen- 
= _ Almighty Power, his Infinite Supremacy and Eternal Empire, in their concert 
of Praiſes. 
3: In Heaven'the Saints as perfeRly love God, as they know him, This is the-princi- 
pal Duty of Angelsand Men to the bleſſed Creator for his admirable PerfeRions, and his 
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exceilent Benefits. The Evidence of it 1s ſountire, that the reaſonable: Mind cannot ſuſpend 
its Aſſent : tor Goodneſs and avs” þ the Fruit and the Flower of amiable Things, do 
ſorecommend them to the Underſtanding and. Will, that they powerfully allure and 
engage the, AﬀeCtions. Now theſe are in God in unſpeakable degrees of Eminence. 
The Prophet breaks out in a rapture, How great is his Goodneſs, how great is his 
Beauty ! Te” EC OTE 4 
*T was a Precept of the Ceremonial Law, that the Firſtlings of the. Flock, and the 
firſt and beſt Fruits of the Earth ſhould be offered to God ; not as if the firſt that open'd 
the Belly was more valuable in his Account than the laſt, or-the moſt early Fruits in the 
Spring more pleaſing to him than the later in the Autumn ; but *twas inflruQtive, that ; 
our Love, the firſt-born of the Soul, and the beginning of its ſtrength, ſhould be conſe- 
crated to God, CUTE 
\ The Love of God is the eſſential CharaQer of a Saint, that diſtinguiſhes him from the 
Unregenerate. Indeed, it is ſtrange that God, who 1s infinitely lovely, and infinitely 
liberal and beneficent, ſhould not prevail on the Hearts of all Men; but if we conſider 
the degeneracy of Mankind, how their Minds are depraved and deceived, and their 
AﬀeCtions are vitiated, the Wonder will ceaſe. Carnal Men have not due conceptions 
of God, and will not attentively obſerve his amiable Perfe&tions. St. John tells us, He 
that loveth not, doth not know God, Knowledg is the leading Principle in the Operations 
of the Soul. There muſt be a Heavenly Eye to diſcover the Heavenly Beauty, before 
there can be love of it. Now Men are 1n ignorant darkneſs, and are defiled in Fleſh and 
Spirit, and therefore cannot love God who is glorious in Holineſs, Without reſemblance 
there can be no AﬀeQtionate Union which is the Eſſence of Love. The contrariety of 
Diſpoſitions infers a contrariety of AﬀeRtions. . The Scripture expreſſes this in dreadful 
Colours : The carnal Mind is enmity againſt God: the Friendſbip of the World is enmity 
with God ; that is, Pride, and Covetouſneſs, and Senſuality, which are the Luſts of the 
Carnal Mind, and are terminated upon worldly things, are inconſiſtent with the Love 
of God. The Juſtice of God is terrible to the Conſciences, and his Holineſs odious to the 
AﬀeCtions of the Unrenewed. Till by Divine Grace the Underſtanding is enlightned and by 
purified to have right apprehenſions of God ; tillthe Will and AﬀeCtions are cleanſed and 
changed ; till there be a reſemblance of God's holy Nature, and a conformity to his holy 
Laws, they are not capable of delightful adhering to him, which is the internal eſſential 
Property of Love. oo tet | LS 
But thoſe who are partakers of the Divine Nature, the Holy and Heavenly, taff and 
fee how good the Lord is : and according to the Illuſtrations- of the Mind, ſuch are the 
Impreſſions upon the Heart ; the Love of God in their Breaſts here is like. ſmoking Flax; 
but in Heaven *tisa triumphant Flame. God is the firſt Fair, the Original of all amiable 
Excellencies, in whom they ſhine in their unſtained Luſtre and Perfedtion. Whea he fully 
reveals himſelf, and diſplays the richeſt Beams of his Love and Glory, how tranſporting 
and endearing is that, Sight? Our AﬀeCtions that are now ſcattered on many things, 
wherein ſome faint RefleCtions of his Goodneſs appear, ſhall then be united in one full 
Current to him, who is all in all, In Heaven the immenſe Treaſures of his Grace are 
_ reveald, That when Man for his rebellious Sin was juſtly expelled from Paradiſe,and undet 
the Sentence of Eternal Death, God ſhould not only pardon, but. prefer us to the dignity. 
of his Children, and prepare ſuch a Glory for us, ahd us for ſuch a Glory ; this will 
inſpire the Saints with ſuch ardent AﬀeQtions, that will make thera equal to the Angels; . 
thoſe pure and everlaſting Flames of Love to God. ns: - 
In Heaven we ſhall be with Jeſus the Mediator of the New Covenant, who 1s ſeated at the 
right Hand of God. And how admirable will he appear to the Senſe and Soul of every glo- 
ried Saint ? for we ſball ſee the Kzng in his Beauty. When our Saviour was upon. the 
Holy Mount, and one vaniſhing Beam of Glory appear'd in his Transfiguration; . Peter 
was ſo tranſported at the ſight, that he forgot the World and himſelf: How raviſhing 
then will the ſight of him in his Triumphant Majeſty be, when we ſhall he transfigur'dour 
ſelves? Now while Believers are in the ſhadows of the earthly State, they /ove their wn- 
ſeen Saviour with ſuch intenſe degrees of afteCtion, as deface all the waſhy Colours; all the 
vain loyes of things in this World : but when they are admitted into, his ſhining Preſence, 
and ſee him in the day of Celeſtial Glory, with whatan extafy of Aﬀe&tion will they be 
tranſported ? LH | = Ts iy 
We ſhall then feel the endearing Obligations our Saviour has laid updn us, who ranſon'd 
us with ſo rich a Price; and purchaſed for vs ſuch an unvaluable Inheritance. For in pro- 
portion as we ſhall underſtand his Greatneſs in himſelf, we ſhall his Goqdneſs to us- 'The 
| Eternal Son of God defcended from the Heaven of Hezveris to 6ur lowly Earth 3 and, 
| (4/1 Ol 
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which is more, from the Majeſty wherein he there reigned, 2ad was viſible to the Angels ; 
he became Man that he might die, to redeem us from the moſt woful Captivity, trom 
Death, and the ſting of Death, Sin, ana the ſtrength of Sin, the Law, and obtain a bleſſed 

 Lifeand Immortality for us. O unexampled Love ! Greater Love hath no May than this, 
to lay down his Life for his Friend: And what is the Life of a ſinful Man, a vaniſhing 
Vapour, a Life mixed with troubles and vexation? and to lay down this for a Friend de- 
ſervedly dear, is the higheſt expreſſion of human Love : But for the Son of God to lay 
down his Life, a Life without Sin, and without End, for Immortality was a Privilege 
due to his Innocence, and for Enemies, for the worſt Enemies, Rebels by revolture from | 
obedience to their Creator and King, is a Love truly Divine, and infinitely ſurpaſſing, | 
not only the AﬀeCtions, but the unaerſtanding and knowledg of all Creatures, Ephel. 3. 
Briefly, he gave his Lifefor us, and gives himſelf to us, the moſt excellent teſtimonies of | 
Love that we can receive from Love it ſelf ; and we ſhall love him with all the ſtrength 
of our glorified Spirits. 


WY 
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CHAP. V. 


Union with God by Knowledg and Love, cauſes the Perfeftion and Felicity of the Saints, 
That Union briefly unfolded. The Pleaſure that ſprings from Rnowledg. In Flea- 
ven the Knowledg of the Saints incomparably excels the Knowledg acquir d bere. 


The Felicity that flows from the enjoyment of God, that fully ſatisfys the Love of the 
Saints, The bleſſed Communion between the Saints and Chriſt in Heaven. The Love 


of the Saints is moſt fully pleaſed in the Glory of God. 


Nion with God by Knowledg and Love, accompliſhes the PerfeQion and Happineſs 
of the Saints. 'The moſt pernicious effeCt of Sin is the ſeparation of the Soul from 

: and thereſtoral of us to Happineſs, is by reunion with him. 'This we obtaia by 
Chriſt, who is Emanxel in his Nature, and by Office ; who took our Fleſh, which he of- 
fer'd as a Sacrifice to God to atone his Diſpleaſure, . and gives his Spirit to dwell in ws, as a 
permanent aQtive Principle, by whoſe ſpecial Operation Faith 1s produced in our Hearts ; | 
that is, ſuch a belief of his Love in redeeming us, as inſpires us with a ſincere and ſuper- 
lative Love to him. And by theſe vital Bands we are united to him, and as his true Mem- 
bers, live the ſame Life with him in Grace and Glory. 

Now in Heaven our Union with God is more near and noble, more intimate and influ- 
ential, more ITE and eternal. *Tis obſervable in natural Cauſalities, that what is 
of a more refin'd and purer Nature, is more aQive and penetrating, and more cloſely u-_ 
nites with other things, than what is more groſs and material. Light, which is the pureſt 
Quality in the World, aQuuates all Colours, and makes them viſible, and aQtuates the Eye, 
and conveys the lively Image of the Obje& with ſhining Evidence into it. The Sun ſhoots 
its inviſible Virtue into the deepeſt Mines. Fire is more ſubtile and pure than Water, and 
will pierce Into ſolid Metals, which the Water cannot ſoak into. The glowing Iron 
ſeems to be all Fire. Now God is the pureſt Spirit, and of infinite energy, and can unite 
himſelf tour Spirits more intimately than the cloſeſt Union between any Creatures in 
the World. He unites himſelf to the Underſtanding by an immediate irradiation, and 
diſcovery of his glorious Excellencies. In thy Light, Lit the Pſalmiſt, we ſhall ſee Light. 

He unites himſelf to the Will, by the infuſion of his Love, and by that drawing forth 
our Love to him. This Union is compleat in Heaven, and moſt communicative of the 
Divine Influences to the Saints, and conſequently their conformity and fruition of God is 
in the higheſt degrees that created Spirits are capable of. This is the moſt deſirable and 
perfeCt State of reaſonable Creatures ; for God is the everflowing Fountain of Felicity, 
the only ſtable Center of the Soul, wherein it repoſes it ſelf for ever. Accordingly the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Return to thy Reſt, O my Soul, for the Lord hath dealt boantifally with thee. 

When the Soul opens its Eyes to the clear diſcoveries of the firſt Truth, 'in which is no 
ſhadow of Error, and its Breaſt to the dear and intimate imbraces of the Supreme Good, 
in which is no mixture of Evil, and beyond which nothing remains to be known, nothing 
to be enjoy'd, what a Deluge of the pureſt and ſweeteſt Pleaſures will overflow it? We 
cannot aſcend 1n our Thoughts ſo high, as to conceive the exceſs of Joy that attends thoſe 
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Operations of the glorified Soul upon its proper Objet, But ſomething we tmay con- 
jecture. 

| Thoſe who are poſſeſt with a noble Paſſion for Knowledg, how do they deſpiſe all 
lower Pleaſures in compariſon of it ? how do they forget themſelves; -negle& the Body, 

' and retire into the Mind, the higheſt part of Man, and neareſt to God ? The bare ap- 
prehenſion of ſuch things that by their internal Nature have no attraQtive influence up- 
on the AﬀeQtions, is pleaſant to the Underſtanding. As* the appearance of Light, tho 

F not attended with any other viſible Beauties, retreſhes the Eye after long darkneſs: fo 

the clear diſcovery of Truths, how abſtra@ ſoever, that were beforeunknown, 1s grate- 
ful to the intelleftive Faculty. Thus ſome have been ſtrangely tranſported with the plea- 
ſure of a Mathematical Demonſtration, when the Evidence, not the Importance, of 
the thing was ſo raviſhing ; for what is more dry and barren of Delight than the ſpe- 
culation of Figures and Numbers? Solo» when near his End, and ſome of his Friends 
that viſited him were ſpeaking ſoftly of a Point of Philoſophy, by that ſound of Wit: 
dom was awaken'd from the ſleep of Death that was juſt ſeizing on him ; and opening his | 
—— raiſing his Head to give attention, being ask*d the reaſon of it, anſwered, * That A broke 
when T underſtand what you are diſcourſing of, I may die, Such was his delight in Know- eſt de quo 
ledg, that a little of it made his Agony inſenſible. diſpuratis per- 

But here are many ImperfeQions that leſſen this intelleual Pleaſure, which ſhall ceaſe 75; Miz. © 
in Heaven, Here the acquiſition of Knowledg is often with the expence of Health : 
The Flower of the Spirits, neceſſary for natural Operations, is waſted by intenſe 
Thoughts. How often are the Learned ſickly ? As the Flint when 'tis ſtruck, gives not 
a Spark without conſuming it ſelf ; ſo Knowledg is obtain*d by Studies that waſte our 
faiat ſenſitive Faculties. But then our Knowledg ſhall be a free emanation from the ſpring 

of Truth, without our labour and pains. Here we learn by circuit, and diſcern by com- 
paring things ; ignorant darkneſs is diſpelPd by a gradual ſucceſſion of Light : But then 
perfect Knowledg ſhall be infuſed in a moment. Here, after all our labour and toil, how 
little Knowledg do we gain ? Every Queſtion is a Labyrinth, out of which the nimbleſt 
and moſt ſearching Minds cannot extricate themſelves. How many ſpecious Errors im- 
poſe upon our Underſtandings ? We look on things by falſe Lights, through deceivin 
Spectacles : But then our Knowledg ſhall be certain and compleat. There is no forbid. 
den Tree in the Celeſtial Paradiſe, as no inordinate AﬀeQtion. But ſuppoſe that all things 
in the compaſs of the World were known, yet ſtill there would be emptineſs and mh 
in the Mind : for the moſt comprehenſive knowledg of things that are inſufficient to 
make vs happy, cannot afford true Satisfaftion. But then we ſhall ſee God 1n all his 
Excellencies, the ſupreme ObjeCt and End, the only Felicity of the Soul. How will the 
Gght of his glorious PerfeCtions in the firſt moment quench our extreme Thirſt, and fill 
us with Joy and Admiration ! ?Tis not as the naked conception of Treaſures, that onl 
makes rich in 1dea's, but that Divine ſight gives a real intereſt in him. The Angels are { 
raviſh'd with the Beauties and Wonders of his Face, that they never divert a moment 

_ fromthe contemplation of it. 

.” 2, The pure Love of the Saints to God, is fully ſatisfied in the poſſeſſion and enjoy- 

ment of him, and conſequently the greateſt delight and complacency is ſhed abroad 1n 

their Hearts. Love conlidered as an Aﬀection of Friendſhip, is always attended with 

two Deſires ; to be aſſured of Reciprocal Love, and to enjoy the Converſation of the _ 

Perſon beloved, the teftimony of his Eſteem and Goodwill. "This kind of * Aﬀection * Ariſtotle. 

ſeems to be inconſiſtent with that infinite diſtance that is between God and the Creature. 

But tho *cis diſproportionable to the Divine Majeſty, *tis proportionable to his Goodneſs. 

Accordingly our Saviour promiſes, He that loves me, ſhall be loved of my Father, and I will 

love him, and manifeſt my ſelf unto him : And to confirm our belief of this aſtoniſhing 

Condeſcenſion, repeats it, If « Man love me, my Father will love him, and we will come to 

bim, and make our abode with him. In the vrdibit ſtate, the ſigns of God's ſpecial Fa- - 

vour are exhibited to his Friends. Now he beſtows on them the honour of: being his 

Sons, the Graces and Comforts of his Spirit, the precious Earneſts of his Love, and Seal 

of their Redemption. But in eminency of degrees, .the Emanations of his Love, and the 

EfteQs of his Beneficence, are incomparably more glorious in Heaven. Here the Saints 

are adopted, there crown'd : There he opens all the bright Treaſures of his Wiſdom, 

the Riches of his Goodneſs, the Beauties of his Holineſs, the Glories of his Power, and 

by the intimate application of his Preſence makes his Love moſt ſenſible to them. In- 
finite Goodneſs excites and draws forth all the Powers of the Soul, and fills the utmoſt - 

Capacity and Expanſion of the Spirit: From hence perpetual Pleaſure and SatisfaQon 

B ſprings. O the pure Delights between God and 7 nb Souls ! God looks on them with . 
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an engaged Eye, as his own by many dear Titles, and is raviſhd with the Reflex of his 
own Excellencies ſhining in them. As the Bridegroom rejoices over. the Bride (*tis the 
Language of Divine Love) /o their God rejoyces over them, The Lord thy God in the midſt 
of thee ts mighty ; hewill ſave, he will rejoice over thee with joy : He will reſt in his love, he 
will rejoice over thee with ſinging. He 1s infinitely delighted in the communication of his 
Goodneſs to them. And whar a bleſſed Reſt do they find in the compleat fruition of his 
Goodneſs? All their Deſires quietly expire in his Boſom. What triumphs of Joy fol- 
low? Can we frame a fuller Conception of Happineſs, than to be perfectly loved by the 
beſt and moſt bleſſed Being, and perfetly to love him, and to partake of the richeſt E. 
manations of his Loving-kindneſs, that is far more valuable and deſirable than Life it 
elf ? | 
Now precious and joyſul will the Preſence of Chriſt be to the Saints ? "Twas his 
Prayer on Earth, Father, Iwill that they alſo nhom thou haſt given me, be with me where I | 
am, that they may behold my Glory, When the Saints are received into the Everlaſtin 
Kingdom, the firſt . Object that draws their admiring regards, 1s Chriſt on the Throne. 
Ineffimable Felicity ! whether we conſider him as the Son of God, in whoſe conſpicu- 1 
ous Countenance all the Glory of his Father ſhines ; or as the Saviour of Men, and the 
Head of the Ele&, upon a double account : partly, that he that loved us, and ___ Ks 
from our Sins in his Blood, after ſuffering all Indignities and Cruelties for our ſake, has 
received the Reward of bis meritorious Sufferings, the triumph of his Victory, being 
glorified with the Father with the Glory he had before the World was : and partly, becauſe eve- 
ry Member ſhall be conformed to him in Glory. The ſight of the Face of Moſes when 
radiant, had no transforming Efficacy, for the Light of it was not in him as its ſpring, 
but by derivation, But the Son of God is Light eſſentially, and the fight of his Glory 
will transform us into his Likeneſs. And how dear and joyful is the preſence of the Saints 
to Chriſt ? He then ſees of the travel of his Soul, the pas of his ſharp Sufferings and 
bleeding Love, and « ſatisfied. How delightful is it to him to ſee all his Spiritual Progeny 
ſately brought to Heaven, and made partakers of his Glory and Joy in his Everlaſting 
Kingdom? For according to, the.extent of the Object, and dearneſs of the AﬀeQtion, Joy 
riſes. He will then preſent them to his Father with infinite complacency ; Behold, here 
am I, and the Children whons thog haſt given me, | | 
The deareſt AﬀeCRtionsof Chriſt and the Saints in Heaven, are mutual and reflexive. 
In the Sacred Song, the expreſſions of Love, Deſire, and Joy, borrowed from the Ef- 
pouſals of Solomon and his beloved Wife, are, as it were, CharaQers in the Bark, to be: 
underſtood in a ſpiritual Senſe, of the Myſtical Marriage of Chriſt and the Church. | 
What endearing entercourſe is there between the moſt perfe& Lover, and his Spouſe | 
inſpir'd with the ſame pure Flame ? Here amiable PerfeQtions attraQt his Eye and Heart: 
T hog art all fair, my Love, there is no ſpot is thee, Cant. 7, His propriety in the Church 
1s his unvaluable Treaſure : My Vineyard which is mine, is ever before me. He repeats the. 
word Mize, inthe ſweeteſt and moſt tender manner. And the Church, with the ſame- 
harmonious AﬀeQtions, ſpeaks of Chrift. She contemplates in a ſoft extaſy his ever-ſa- 
tisfying Beauty. My Belovedis the chiefeſt of ten thouſand, he is altogether lovely, Cant. 
10, 16, She 8's forth in triumph, My Beloved is mine, and. 1 am his, Cant. 6. By 
all their expreſſions of joyful Love and Union, we may aſcend in our Thoughts, what 
are the Joys of Heaven, where the Communion of Chriſt and the Church is entire and 
uninterrupted for ever. If Faith and Love of our unſeen Saviour produce 4 Joy anſpeaka- 
ble and glorioxs, as if Believers were wrapt. up to Paradiſe, or Paradiſe deſcended into 
them, what will the ſight and fruition of him ? There is as great a difference in degrees 
between the. Joy that flows from the aſſurance and application of Faith, and the Joy 
from Viſion and full Poſſeſſion, as between the impreſſion of Joy the Forerunner of 
Chriſt felt, when he ſprang in the Womb art. the coming of: our Saviour ; and his raviſh- 
ing Joy, when he ſaw Chriſt, and:painted him out to his Diſciples, Behold. the Lamb of 
God, that takes away the Sins of the World, 

3. The ſupream Joy of the Saints is for the Felicity and Glory of God- himſelf; For 
as the holy Soul feels no more powerful.motive to love God, than becauſe. he is moſt 
worthy of it, as he is God, a Being of .ipfivite Excellencies, and therefore to be loved a- 
boye the deareſt Perſons and Things, even it; ſelf; ſo the higheſt Joy it- partakes- of is 
from this conſideration, that God is infinitely. hlefled and glorious. _ For. in this the ſu- 
pream delire of Love is accompliſhed, that the moſt beloved Objett is perfeQtly honour'd 
and. pleaſed. In Heaven the Love of the Saints to God is in its. higheſt PerfeQtion, and 
they ſee his Glory in the moſt perfe& manner, which .cauſes a tranſcendent Joy. to them. 
And this is one reaſon why the Saints, tho ſhining with unequal degregs- of Glory, arg 
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equally content. For their moſt ardent love being ſet on God, that he is pleaſed to glorify f Sic it9; w 
himſelf by ſuch various communications of his goodneſs, is full ſatisfaftion to their De: ;ju alio mi- 


ſires. Beſides, in thoſe difterent Degrees of Glory, every one is ſo content with his own, aus, ur hic 


+ that there is no poſſible deſire of being but what he is, 7 9, Apogee 
 liramplius. 
| ; Ang. 
CHAT. Ti 


The Communion of the Angels and Saints in Heaven affords the pureſt Pleaſure. 
Love unites them. The allays of Love ceaſe there, As Love is enlarged in its ob- 
jet and degrees, ſuch is the delight that reſults from it. The Joy of Heaven is 
without defe& or end. The produdtive cauſes of it are always equal. The Face 
of God always ſhines there, and the contemplation of it is fixed. The conſtant en- 
joyment of God in Heaven does not leſſen the delight of the Saints, The reaſons 
why the fruition of ſenſible things without change is tedious, All thoſe 7 of 
diſſatisfaftion ceaſe in Heaven, The Saints have as lively a perception of their 
Happineſs for ever as in the beginning of it. 


N Heaven the Innumerable Company of Angels, and the general Aſſembly of the Charch 

of the Firſt-born, as they receive Happineſs from the f fi of God, ſo they communi- 
cate the pureſt Pleaſure to one another. An unfeigned ardent AﬀeQtion unites that 
Society. Our Love is now kindled, either from a relation in Nature, or a civil Account, 
or ſome viſible Excellencies that render a Perſon worthy of our Choice and Friendſhip : 
but in Heaven the Reaſons are greater, and the degrees of Love incomparably more fer- 
vent. All Carnal Alliances and ReſpeRts ceaſe in that ſupernatural State. The Apoſtle 
tells us, If I have known Chriſt after the Fleſb, 1 know him ſo no more. By the ReſurreQtion 
and Aſcenſion of Chrift he was tranſported into another World, and had communion 
with himas a Heavenl King, without low regards to the temporal Privilege of conver- 
ſing with him on Earth. The ſpiritual Relation is more near and permanent than the 
ſtriteſt Band of Nature. The Saints have all relation to the ſame Heavenly Father, 
and to Jeſus Chrift the Prince of Peace, and Head of that happy Fraternity. 'The prin- 
cipal Motives of Love here, arethe inherent Excellencies of a Perſon. Wiſdo oli- 
neſs, Goodneſs, Fidelity are mighty AttraQtives, and produce a more worthy AﬀeCtion, 
2 more intimate confederacy of Souls, than pro ju in Nature, or any carnal reſpeQts. 
Vertue is amiable in an old Perſon, tho wrinkled and deformed : Vice is hateful in a 
young Perſon, tho beautiful, There are clearer Eyes than thoſe of Fleſh, a purer Light 
than what is ſenſible, a diviner Beauty than what is corporeal, and a nobler Love than 
what is ſenſual. David declares that all his delight was tn the Excellent, But there arg 
allays of this Spiritual Love here. For, 

1. There are Reliques of Frailty in the beſt Men on Earth, ſome Blemiſhes that render 
them leſs amiable when diſcovered. Here their Graces are mix'd with Infirmities, and 
but aſcending to Glory. Accordingly our Love to them muſt be regular, and ſerene, 
not clouded with Error, miſtaking DefeQts for amiable Qualities. But in Heaven, the 
Image of God is compleat by the union of all the glorious Vertues requiſite to its per- 
feQtion. | Every Saint there exattly agrees with the firſt Exemplar, a Divine Beauty 
ſhines in them ever durable, a Beauty that darts no contagious Fire, that is inviolable and 
can ſuffer no OBry, The Apoſtle tells us, The Church ſhall be glorioas in Holineſs, with- 

nkle, or any thing that may caſt an Aſpe& of deformity upon 
It. | 

2, Inthe preſent ftate the leaſt part of the Saintg Worth is viſible. As the Earth is 
fruitful in Plants and Flowers, but its Riches are in Mines of precious Metals, and the * 06 aninum 
Veins of Marble hidden in its Boſom. True Grace appears in ſenſible AQtions, but its voy lice- 
Glory is Within, * The ſincerity of Aims, the purity of AﬀeQtions, the impreſſes of the & murnine 
Spirit onthe Heart, the interior Beauties of Holineſs, are only ſeen by God. Beſides, platdog; ful- 
Tuch is the humility of eminent Saints, that the more chey abound in ſpiritual Treaſures, 82m" non- 
the leſs they ſhew. As the Heavenly Bodies when in neareſt conjunttioa with the Sex, ts 
and tulleſt of Light, make the leaſt APBAOe to our ſight, But all their Excellencies obſtupefaci 
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ſhall then be in view, The Glory of God ſhall be revealed in them, And how attraCtive i5 
the Divine Likeneſs to a holy Eye? How will it raviſh the Saints to behold an immor- 
ral Lovelineſs ſhining in one another ? "Their Love is reciprocal, proportionable to the 
cauſe of it. An equal, conſtant Flame is preferv'd by pure Materials. Every one is 
perfetly amiable, and perfe&tly enamour'd with all. How happy 1sthat ſtate of Love? 
The Pfalmiſt breaks out in a Rapture, Behold how good and pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell 
together in Unity! Love is the Beauty and Strength of Societies, the Pleaſure of Life. 
How excellent is the Joy of the Bleſſed, when the Prayer of Chriſt ſhall be accompliſh- 
ed, that they all may be one; as thou Father art in me, and I in thee, that they alſo may be 
one in us. God is abſolutely One in his glorious Nature and Will, and therefore unaltera- 
bly Happy : And their inviolable Union in Love is a Ray of the Efſential Unity between 
the Sacred Perſons. Thereare no Diviſions of Heart and Tongues, as in this Babel ; but 
the moſt perfe& and ſweeteſt Concord,anEternal Agreement in Tempers and Inclinations. 
There are no envious Compariſons; for Love that affeCtively transforms one into another, 
cauſes the Glory of every Saint to redound to the Joy of all. Every one takes his ſhare 
in the Felicity of all, and addstoit. Such is the Power df that Celeſtial Fire wherein 
they all burn, that it melts and mixes Souls in ſuch an intire Union, that by Complacence, 


and an intimate Joy, the Blelſedneſs of all is, as'it were, proper to every one as it ever 


one were plac'd in the Hearts of all, and all in the Heart of every one, It inthe Church 
of the firit-born Chriſtians in the earthly Jeruſalem, the Band of Charity was ſo ftri&t, 
that tis ſaid, the Multitude of Believers were of one Heart, and one Soul ; How much 
more intimate and inſeparable is the Union of the Saints in Jeruſalem above, where 
every one loves another as himſelf ? ?Tis recorded of Alexander, that entring with He- 


pheſtion his Favorite into the Pavilion of the Mother of Datius, then his Priſoner, ſhe 


bowed to the Favorite, as having a greater appearance of Majeſty, thinking him to be 
Alexander : But adviſed of her Eror, ſhe humbly begg*d his Pardon. To whom the 
generous King replied, Tos aid not err, Mother, this is alſo Alexander. Such was their 
AﬀeQion, that whoever was takenof them, the other was taken inhim ; the leſs aſcend- 

ing in the greater, without degrading the greater in the Jeſs. This is a Copy of the holy 
Love of the Blefſed ; but with the fame Uifference, as between the Deſcription of a Star 


witha Coal, Ind its Beatty ih its proper Afpett. And Where all is Love, all is Delight. 


"The XA iTelf Ss its own Reward. As thar benign aid pleaſint AﬀeQtion is enlarped 
4 t 


with reſpe&t to the ObjeR, and its degrees, ſuch Ts the complacence and delight that re- 
ſults from'it. Tn that bleſſed Society there is a conſtant receiving and returnitig of Love 
and Joy. And that double exerciſe of the Saints, in the perfect circle of Love, is like 
the pleaſant labour of the Bees, who all the'day are flying to the Gardens, and returning 
to their Hives, and all their Art is in extraQting the pureſt Spirits from fragrant Flowers, - 
and making {weet Honey. O how do they rejoyce and triumph in the Happineſs of one 

another ? With what an unimaginable tenderneſs'do they embrace ? What Reciprocati- 
ons of Endearments are between them ? O their raviſhing Converſation, and ſweet In- 
tercourſe ! for their Preſence together in Heaven is not a ſilent Show. In the Transfhigu- 
ration, Moſes and Elias talk*'d with Chriſt : We may underſtand a little of it, by the 
fenſible complacence that is among ſincere Friends here. In pure Amity there is a three- 
fold Union : a Union of Reſemblance, that is the principle of it ; likeneſs cauſes Love : 
a Union of AﬀeQtion, that is its Eſſence ; *tis ſaid of Jonathan, that incomparable Friend, 
his Soul was knit with the Soul of David, and he loved him as his own Soul : the Union of 
Converſation, that is requiſite to the ſatisfation of Love. What an entertainment of 
Love and Joy is there in the preſence and diſcourſes of dear Friends ! their mutual AſpeQts, 
like a Chajn compos'd of Spirits luminous and aQtive, draw and faſten their Souls to one 
another : 'The Felicity of Love conſiſts in their Converſation, Now in Heaven whate- 
ver is pleafant in Friendſhip is in perfe&ion ; and whatever is diſtaſtful by Mens Folly 
and Weakneſs is aboliſhed, With what excelfent Diſcourſes do they entertain one ano- 


ther ? If David felt ſuch inward Pleaſure from the ſenſe of God's Favours, that he could 


not reſtrain the expreſſion of it, but invites the Saints, Come and hear, all ye that fear the 
Lord, and 1 will tell you what he has Hone for tmy Soul: Certainly in Heaven, the Bleſſed 
with overflowing AﬀeCtions recount the Divine Benefits ; the admirable Methods, where- 
by the Life of Grace was begun, preſerv*d'and carried on in the midſt of Temptations; the 
continual Succeſſion of Mercies in the time of their Hopes, and the Conſummation of 
all in the time of their enioyment. How joyfully do they concur 1n their Thankſpgivings 
to God'for the Goodneſs of Creation; in making them reaſonable Creatures, capable to 
know, love and enjoy him, when they might have been of the loweſt Order in the whole 
Spheres of Beings ; for his compaſſionate Care and Providence over them in this World, 
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but eſpecially for his ſovereign and lingular Mercy in elefting them to be Veſlels of Ho- 
nour; for his powerful Grace, in reſcuing them trom the cruel and ignominious Bondage 
of Sin ; for his moſt free Love, that juſtified them from all their Guilt by the Death of 
his only Son, and glorified them with himſelf. They are never weary in this delightful 
Exerciſe, but continually bleſs him for his Mercy that endures for ever. We may judg by 
the Saints here, when they are in a fit diſpoſition to praiſe God, what Fervors they feel in 
their united Praiſes of him in Heaven. The P/almiſt in an Extaſy calls to all the parts 
ot the World to join with him : The Lord reigns, let the Heavens rejoice,' and the Earth be 
glad; let the Sea roar, let the Fields be joyful and all that dwell therein, He defircs that Na- 
ture ſhould beelevated above it ſelf, that the dead parts be inſpired with Life, the inſen- 
ſible feel motions of Joy, and thoſe that want a Voice break forth in Praiſcs, to adorn 
the Divine Triumph. With what Life and Alacrity will the Saints in their bleſſed Com- 
munion celebrate the Obje& of their Love and Praiſes ? The Seraphims about the Throne 
cried to one another, to expreſs their Zea} and Joy, in celebrating his Eternal Purity and 
Power, and the Glory of his Goodneſs. O the unſpeakable Pleaſure of this Concert ! 
when every Soul is harmonious, and contributes his part to the full Muſick of Heaven; 
O could we hear but ſome Echo of thoſe Songs wherewith the Heaven of Heavens re- 
ſounds, ſome remains of thoſe Voices wherewith the Saiats above #riumph. in the Praiſes, 
in the ſolemn Adoration of the King of Spirits, how would it inflame our Defires 
to be join'd with them? Bleſſed are thoſe that are in thy Houſe, they always praiſe 
thee. - 

3. The fulneſs of Joy in Heaven is everlaſting, without defe&t, and without end,. 

I. 'Tis undecaying, the produQtive Cauſes are conſervative of it, being always equal; 
Thoſe are the beatifick Obje&, and the continual fruition of it. Whilſt we are here-be- - 
low, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, as to our perception and fenſe, has Aſcenfions and De« 

_ clinations, Acceſſes and Receſſes. And our Earth is not ſo purified, but ſome'Vapourg 
ariſe that intercept his chearful refreſhing Light. From hence there are alternate ſuccef- . 
fions of ſpiritual Comforts and Sorrows, of Doubts and filial Confidence in the Saints. _. 
*Tis a rare Favour of Heaven, when a humble Believer in his whole courſe is ſo cir- -/ 
cumſpeCt, as not to provoke God to appear diſpleaſed apainft him: When a Chriftian _ _ 
(as thoſetutelar Angels ſpoken of in the aps always behold the Face of his Het - 
yenly Father, and converſes with him with a holy Liberty. And what a torment: the 
hiding of God's Face is to a deſerted Soul, only they know who feel it. External'troubles 
are many times attended with more Conſolations to the Spirit, than AﬀiQtions ro Senſe 3 - 
but to love God with a tranſcendent Aﬀe&tion, and to fear he our Enemy, no Puniſh |. 
thent exceeds, or is equal to it. As his. Loving-kindneſs in their eſteem 4s better .than . _ 
Life, ſo his Diſpleaſure is worſe than Death. How do they wreſtle with God by.Pray- : + 
ers and Tears, and offer, as it were, a holy Violence to the King of Heaven, to recover ©. 
their firſt ſerenity of Mind, the loſt Peace of Heart ? How paſſionately do _y cry out - 
with Job in the Book of his Patience, O that I were as in months paſt, as in the days when 
(God preſerved me ; when his Canale ſhind upon my head, and when by his Light T wal 
through darkneſs ; as I was in the days of my youth, when the Secret of God was upon my Tx- 
bernacle ! Job 29. 2, 3. And ſometimes God delays the revealing himſelf even to his 
- deareſt Children ; nor that he does not ſee their Neceſſities, and hear their Prayers, or 
- 1sfo hard that till their Extremities he is not moved with Compaſſion, bur for: wife: and 
holy Reaſons : Either that they may not return to folly, it by any preſumptoons'Sig they 
forteited their Peace; or if they have been careful to pleaſe him, yet he may deprive _ 
them of ſpiritual Comforts for a time, to keep them humble, and that with-an- obedient * 
reſignation to his Sovereign Pleaſure they may wait for his reviving Preſence.” ;Agdithen 
Joy returns greater than before : For thus God uſually renders with intereſt whar/he 
ſuſpended only for trial. But the Saints above are for ever enlightaed with the vical 
ſplendor, and dear regards of his Countenance, always enjoy his beamy:ſmiles. A con- 
tinual effuſion of Glory illuſtrates Heaven and all its blefſed Inhabitants. / 7 
And their Contemplation of God is fixed. -If the Obje&t, ; tho extraordinarily gloti- 
'ous, were tranſient, or the eye ſo weak that it could only '{ee it bur by glances, the 
height of Joy would not be perpetual. But the mind is prepared with fupernaturalvi- 
gour, to ſee the brightneſs-of 'God's Face, and by the ao attentive application always 
converſes with that bleſfed Obje@ : ſo that the Joy of Heaven is never intermitred-foria 
moment. - They always fee, and love, and rejoice, and praiſe him. Fs Lo 
"Tis poſſible a carnal ſuſpicion may ariſe in ſome, as it the uhiform perpetual viſion.of 
the ſame Glory might loſe 1ts perfe&delightfulneſs. For theſe who ſeek:for happinels'in 
"the vanity of the Creatures, are alwaysdeſirous of change, and Ivo TE PEERS 
is x corrupted, 
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corrupted, that while they Janguiſh with a ſecret deſire after an unchangeable Good, yet 
they conceive no Good as deſirable, that is not changed. 

But to corre this groſs error of Fancy, let usa little enquire into the cauſes of Diſſa- 
tisfaQtion, that make the conſtant fruition of the ſame thing here to he tedious. 

(1.) Senſible things are of ſuch a limited Goodneſs, that not any of them can ſupply all 
our preſent wants, fo that *tis neceſſary to leave one for another. And the moſt of them 
are Remedies of our diſeaſed Appetites, and if not temperately uſed, are deſtructive 
Evils. Eating and Drinking are to extin wiſh Hunger and Thirſt, but continued be- 
yond juſt meaſure, become nauſeous, Belides the inſufficiericy of their Objects, the 
Senſes themſelves cannot be ſatisfied all at once. The Ear cannot attend to delightful 
Sounds, and the Eye be intent on beautiful Colours at the ſame time. The Satisfaction 
of one Senſe defeats another of enjoying its proper good ; therefore the ſame Object is not 
conſtantly pleaſant, but the Heart is diftemper*d from as many Cauſes, as there are de- 
fires unaccompliſhed. Add farther, all things ynder the Sun afford only a ſuperficial de- 
light, and miſerably deceive the Expectations raiſed of them : and many times there is a 
mixture of ſome evil in them, that is more offenſive than the good is delightful. 'The 
Honey is attended with a Sting, ſo that often thoſe very things we ſigh after through ve- 
hement deſire, when they are obtain'd, we figh for grief. Now all theſe cauſes of difz 

* vitz ncs ſatisfaction ceaſe in Heaven ; * for there is an infinite variety in God, and whatever js 
recturn © truly deſirable, is eminently enjoyed in him. And in his Preſenceall the Powers of the 
mortis, natat Soul are drawn out in their moſt pleaſant exerciſe, and always enjoy their entire happi- 
omne confilt- neſs, The fruition of him exceeds our moſt raiſed hopes, as much as he 1s more glori- 
=> ullafz- OUS in himſelf than in any borrowed Repreſentations. God will be to us incomparably 
licitas poteſt. ghowe what we can ask or think. The compaſs of our thoughts, the depth of our deſires 
he yp ye are imperfe& meaſures of his Perfe&tions. And as he is a pure Good in Himſelf, ſo he is 

rvenimusad prevalent over all evil. ?Tis evident therefore, that nothing can allay the Joys of Saints, 


lud booum yhen they are in God's preſence. 
1immenſum & 


inſuperabile, +" 2) | Novelty is not requiſite to ingratiate every Good,and make it perfeQtly delightful. 

ubineceſſe eſt, God 1s infinitely happy, to whom no Good was ever new. *Tis indeed the Sauce that - 

confiſta nodis p:ves a/delicious taſte to inferior things. For Men reliſh only what is eminent ; and the 

a, quia ultra B90d things of this World are ſo truly mean, that they are feign to borrow a ſhew of 

ſummum non Greatneſs by compariſon with a worſe eſtate preceding. But an infinite Good produces 

IL ,© always the ſame pure equal compleat Joy, becauſe it ariſes from its intrinſick PerfeQion, 

+E7 » 6vars that wants no Foil to commend it. The Pſalmif# breaks forth, Whom have I in Heaven 

«TA 61,1 <- bar thee? This is no vaniſhing Rapture, but a conſtant joyful height of AﬀeQtion. 

Yr hy ws a the eſſential Happineſs of the Saints, is always perfe&ly lovely and delightful to 

0 Os%s ais them, | ES Dr as ; 
Hi y,a. (2) The glorified Saints inevery Period of their happy State, haveas lively a perce 

Xi the egos it as in the beginning. To make this evident, har conſider that x6 NE 

1.7. cult. of Novelty ſprings from a quick ſenſe of the oppoſite terms, between our condition in 

the want of ſome defired Good, and after our obtaining it. Now the Mind is more 

intenſe: on the advantage, and more ſtrongly affeQted at tirſt. One newly freed from the 

torments of a ſharp Diſeaſe, ſeels a greater pleaſure than from a conſtant tenour of health. 

'Thoſe who are rais'd from a low ſtate to eminent dignity, are tranſported with their firſt 

change, but in tra& of time the remembrance of their mean condition is ſo weakned and 

ſpent, that tis like the ſhadow of a Dream, and proportionably their Joy is leſſened. 

Honours, like Perfumes, by cuſtom, are leſs ſenfible to thoſe that carry them. Burt the 

Saints above always conſider and feel the excellent difference between their ſuffering and 

triumphant ſtate. They never loſethat raviſhing part of felicity, the vivid ſenſe of paſt 

Evils. Their refleftions are always as ſtrong on the miſery from whence they were rais'd 

«to the pitch of Happineſs, as in their firſt glorious Tranſlation, In what an extaſy of 

wonder and pleaſure will they be, from the freſh memory of what they were, and the 

joyful ſenſe of what they are? I was (fays the admiring Soul) poor, blind, and naked ; 

but O miraculous and happy alteration ! Lam full of Light, enrich'd with the Treaſures 

_ of Heaven, adorn'd with Divine Glory. I was under the tyrannous power of Satan, 

but be:is bruiſed under my Feet, T was ſentenc'd to an everlaſting ſeparation from the 

___— ot God, my only Liſe and Joy; but now am poſſeſt of my ſupreme Good, O 

how tranſporting is the compariſon of theſe wide and contrary extreams ? How beauti- 

ful and pleaſant 1s the Day of Eternity, after ſuch a dark rempeſtuous Night ! How does 

.theremembrance of ſuch Evils produce a more lively and feeling fruition of ſuch happi- 

:nefs ! how ſtrangely and mightily does Salvation with Eternal Glory affet the Soul ! This 

gives a ſpritely accent to their everlaſting Hallelujahs : This preſerves an affeQionate 
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Heat 1n their Thankſgivings to their victorious Deliverer. And thus their Happi- 
neſs is always the ſame, and always new. Their Pleaſure is continued in its Per- 
fetion. | | | 


CHAP. YIL 


The number of Poſſeſſors of Heaven cannot leſſen its Felicity. The Bleſſedneſs of the 
Saints is without End, In the firſt Creation, the happineſs of Angels and Men was 
mutable, The happineſs in Heaven as unchangeable as the Love of God tothe Saints, 
and the Love of the Saints to him. The woful folly of Men in refuſmg ſuch a 
Happineſs. An excitation to ſeek this Blappineſs. The original moving cauſe of 
conferring this Happineſs, is the mercy of God: the meritorious cauſe, is the obe- 
dience and paſſion of Chriſt. *Tis impoſſible for an innocent Creature, much more 
for the fallen Creature, to deſerve any good thing from God, Our Saviour ex- 
piated the guilt of Sin, and by the merits of his Obedience purchaſed the Kingdom 
of Heaven for Believers. 


"HE number of Poſleflors cannot leflen their Felicity. The Divine Preſence is 
an unwaſted Spring of Pleaſure, equally full and open to all, and abundantly ſuf- 

ficient to ſatisfy the immenſity of their Defires. Envy reigns in this World, becauſe 
earthly things are ſo imperfeQ in their Nature, and fo peculiar in their poſſeſſion, that 
they cannot ſuffice, nor be enjoyed. by all. But in Heaven none is touch'd with that baſe, 
tow Paſſion : for God contains all that is precious and defirable in the higheſt degrees of 
Perfeftion, and all partake of his Univerſal Goodneſs, without intercepting one another. 
In the Kingdom of Heaven there is no cauſe for the elder Brother to repine/at the 'Fa- 
ther*s Bounty to the-Younger, nor for the Younger to ſupplant the Elder to obtain the 
Birthright. The Heirs of God are all rais'd to Sovereign Glory ; and every one injoys 
him aseatirely and fully as if ſolely his Felicity. God is a Good as indiviſible as in nite, 
and not diminiſhed.by the moſt liberal communications of Himſelf, We may illuſtrate 
this by comparing the Price of our redemption, and the Reward. The Deathiof Chriſt 
is a univerſal Benefit to all the Saints, yet *tis ſo' applied'to every Believer for his perfe& 
Redemption, as if our Saviour in als Agomes and Sufterings'had:no other inthis Eyeand 
' Heart, as if all his Prayers, his Tears, hisBlood were offer'd up tohis Father only for that 

Perſon; The common reſpect of it the Apoſtle declares in thoſe admirable words,- that' » x: com & 
fignify ſuch an exceſs of God's Love to us ; He that ſpared not his own'Son; bat deliver®d dedic univer- 
him up for us all; how ſball he not-with him alſo freely give us all things ? But to imagin:thit OT 
the * propriety of every Believer is thereby prejudiced, is not only falſe, but: extreamly. hoc —_ 
injurious to the Merit and Dignity, and to- the infinite Love of Chriſt, Therefore'the pſione ſua 
fame Apoſtle tells us, The Life which I now live inthe Fleſh, I liveby the Fath of thi Sow gicic. ficur w- 
of God, who loved me, and gave yr for me; as if he were the ſole Obje& of Chriſt's rum ci debenc 
| Love, the End and Reward of his Sufferings. And this appropriating of it to himſelf, is mir = | 

no prejudice to the Rights of all others. St. John deſcribes himſelf by that truly glori- quod —_ 
ous Title, the Diſciple whom Jeſas loved,  Could' he ſpeak this. of himfelf,- without the hoc plus fin 
injury and indignation.of 'the other Diſciples? Certainly” he-might, For if: we'conſKder nk pe 
that incomprehenſible Love of' Chriſt, expreſt tothem all-at: his laſt 'Supper,. aſter 'Jids? torum acce 
was gone forth ; As the Father hath loved me, ſo I have loved you; we may! eality tinder- finguli, | 
ſand, that every one of them-might juſtly. believe-that” he was —_ val of verf. Salviex. | 
Chriſt. They were all received-in'the Heart, tho' (with: Job#!) they did igot alt lean Si audiar 
0n the- Breaſt of their Divine Maſter. Thus in Heaven' God'is the univerſal Tres: _ 
ſure of all the Saints, and'the peculiar Portion of every one, not engrof#d by poſſeſſing; ie parciculaim 
nor- waſted by injoying. + As by his Bſſeace he' equally” fills che' whole World, -and > Emminuune 
very part of it; and by his Provi af 5 raph regards all and every particulac Creature': quam cibo.: 
ſo in Heaven he diſpenſes the Riches of! his Love-to-all;- that they cannor deſire morey-if {oa omnequod 
ph y one of them were the ſole Heir of all the Merits of! his'Son, and enjoyed him alone {*22c% or _ 
or ever. Li os gp - & fingulis ro- 

2. The Bleſſednefs of the Saints, as *tis without diminution, ſo *tis-without end : *tis cum. Auguſt 

| com- af —__— 
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compleat and continual for ever. This makes Heaven to be Heaven ; the Security is as 
valuable as the Felicity. There isno ſatiety of the preſent, no folicitude for the future. 
Were there a poſſibility, or the leaſt ſuſpicion of loſing that happy State, it would caft 
an aſperſion of bitterneſs upon all their Delights ; it would diſturb their peaceful Fruiti- 
on, and joyful Tranquillity : as Hope in Miſery allays Sorrow, ſo Fear in Happineſs da- 
ſhes Joy : and the more excellent the Happinels is, the more ſtinging would be the fear 
of loſing it. But the Inheritance reſerved in Heaven, is immortal, undefiled, and fages not 
away.” And the Tenure of their Poſſeſſion is infinitely firm, by the Promiſe of God, who 
is truly immutable, and immutably true, and by rhe Divine Power, the ſupport of their 
everlaſting Duration. Our Saviour aſſures his Diſciples, Becauſe I live, ye ſhall live alſo : 
and he lives for evermore. This bleſſed Privilege the Saints have by Jeſus Chriſt (who 
obtained eternal Redemption for them )) above the Grace given to Angels and Men 1n the 
firſt Creation. The Angels were upon trial of their Obedience, not in a determin'd State 
of Felicity. The firſt declination of Love and SubjeQtion, was fatal to them. Woful 
Change! how unlike to themſelves in their Original Purity and Glory ! an uuparallePd 
Example of the Frailty of the Creature, and the Divine Severity. Man did fland in 
Paradiſe for a little while, and had a ruinous Fall with all his Progeny. But the glorified 
Saints ſit with Chriſt in Heavenly Places, and enjoy an unchangeable nn, as per- 
manent as theeverlaſting Author of it, and the everlaſting Soul the Subject of it. With 
God is the Fountain of Life. Whocan pluck them out of the Hands and Boſom of a 
Gracious God ? He will never withdraw his Love, and they ſhall never forfeit it: for Sin 
is from the perverſeneſs of the Will and the diſorder of the AﬀeCtions, join'd with ſome 
Error of the Mind. But in the Light of Glory, and full enjoyment of God, the Under- 
ſtanding is ſo perfeAly illuminated, the Will and AﬀeCtions ſo exceedingly ſatisfied, that 
'tis impoſſible they ſhould apprehend erroneouſly, or deſire irregularly. God is Love, 


and will kindle in the Saints a pure AﬀeCtion that Eternity ſhall not leſſen. In the preſent 


ſtate, our Love is imperſeQt ; and as Fire out of its Sphere dies away by our negle& to 
ſeed it by proper Materials, enamouring Conſiderations of God. But in Heaven the un- 
created Sun attraQs every Eye with the Light of his Beauty, and inflames every Heart 
with the heat of his Love. The glorious Preſence of God is in different reſpeRts the 
Cauſe and Effet of our Love to him ; for the ſight of God is the moſt powerful Attrac- 
tive to love him, and Love fixes the Mind upon him. And the perſevering Love of God 


- aſſures the conſtant fruition of him : for by Love the ſupreme Good is poſleſs'd and enjoy- 


ed. The Apoſtle tells us, Charity never fails, and therefore the Happineſs of Heaven 
never fails. They enjoy a better Immortality, than the Tree of Life could have pre- 
ftrv'd in Adam. The Revolutions of the Heavens, and Apes, are under their Feet, and 
cannot inthe leaſt alter or determine their Happineſs. After the paſſing of Millions of 
Years, ; ſtill anentire Eternity remains of their enjoying God. O moſt deſirable- State! 
where Bleſſedneſs and Eternity are inſeparably united. O joyful Harmony ! when the 
full Choras of Heaven ſhall ſing, This God is our God for ever and ever.. This adds an in- 


finite oh. 6 to their Glory. This redoubles their Joys with infinite ſweetneſs and ſecu- 
[0 


rity : for thedire& pleaſure of enjoying God, is attended with the pleaſant refleQion ic 
ſhall continue for ever. They repole themſelves in the compleat fruition of their Happi- 
neſs. God reigns in the Saints, and they live in him for ever. Eternity crowns and 
conſummates their Felicity. 


i6 SPFELICA4FIOM, 


From what has been diſcourſed we ſhould, 
I, Conſider the wotul Folly of Men in refufing ſuch a Happineſs, that by the admi- 


| rable Favour of God is offer'd to their choice. Can there be an ExpeCation, or Deſire, 


or Capacity in Man of enjoying a Happineſs beyond what is Infinite and Eternal? O 
blind and wretched World ! ſo careleſs of everlaſting Felicity. Who can behold with- 
ut compaſſion and indignation, Men vainly ſeeking for Happineſs where tis not to be 
fund, and after innumerable diſappointments flying at an Impoſhbility, and neglect 
their Sovereign and final Bleſſedneſs ? An Error in the firſt enquiry might have ſome co- 
lour of an Excuſe ; but having been ſo often deceived with painted Grapes for the Fruits 
of Paradiſe, that Men ſhould till ſeek for ſubſtantial Bleſſedneſs to fill the Soul, in vain 

ows that can only teed the Eye, -is beyond all degrees of Folly. Aſtoniſhing madneſs! 
that God and Heaven ſhould be deſpiſed in compariſon of painted Trifles. This adds 
the greateſt contumely to their impiery, What powerful Charm obſtruQss their true 
judging of things * What Spirit of Error poſſeſſes them ? Alas, Eternal things are unſeen ! 
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not of conſpicuous moment, and therefore in the carnal Ballance are eſteemed light, a« 
gainſt temporal things preſent to the ſenſe. 1t does not appear what we ſhall. be : The Veil 
of the viſible Heavens covers the Sanftuary, where JESUS our High-Prieſt is entred, 
and ſtops the enquiring Eye. a ns ee La Od it? 2994 
But have we not aſſurance by the moſt infallible Principles of Faith, that the Son of 
God came down from Heaven to live with us, and die for us, and that he roſe again .to 
confirm our Belief in his exceeding great and precious Promiſes concerning this Happineſs 
in the future State? And do not the moſt evident Principles of Reaſon and univerſal Ex; 
perience prove, that this World cannot afford true Happineſs to us? How wretchedly do 
we forfeit the Prerogative of the reaſonable Nature, by negleQting our laft and bleſſed 
End ? If the Mind be darkned, that it does not ſee the amiable Excellencies of God, and 
the Will be depraved, that it does not feel their raviſhing Power ; the Man ceaſes to be a 
Man, and becomes like the Beaſts that periſh. Asa blind Eye is no longer an Eye, be. 
ing abſolutely uſeleſs tothat end for which it was made. And tho in this preſent ſtate, 
Men are ſtupid and unconcern'd, yet hereafter their Miſery will awaken them, to diſco- 
ver what is that Supreme Good wherein their PerfeCtion and Felicity conſiſts, When 
their folly ſhall be expoſed before God, Angels, and Saints, in what extreme confuſion 
will they appear before that glorious and immenſe Theatre? Our Saviour told the unbe- 
lieving Jews, There ſhall be weeping, and gnaſbing of Teeth, when F ſhall ſee Abraham, 
and Ifaac, and Jacob, and all the Prophets in the Kjngdom of Goa, and you yoar ſelves 
turn'd out. They ſhall be tortur'd with the deſire of Happineſs without poſſible fa- 
. 'Tis moſt juſt that thoſe who err without excuſe, ſhould repent without 
remedy. c 
Les be ſeriouſly excited to apply our ſelves with inflamed deſires, and our utmoſt 
diligence to obtain this unchangeable happineſs. In order to this, we ſhall conſider the 
Cauſes of it, and the means whereby ?tis obtained. EY. 
The original moving Cauſe is the pure rich Mercy of God that prepared it for his 
People, and prepares them for it. The procoring Cauſeis the meritorious efficacy of 
Chriſt's Obedience and Sufferinpgs. This is expreſly declared by the Apoftle ; The wages 
of Sin u Death, but the gift of God ts eternal Life, throagh Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


I. The deſigning, the preparation, and aQtual beftowing of the Heavenly Glory, is 

from the Mercy of God. This will appear by conſidering, Z 

r. That it 18 abſolutely impoſſible that a mere Creature, tho perfeQ, ſhould deſerve 
any thing from God : For enjoying its being and powers of working from his Goodneſs, 
the product of all is entirely due to him; and the payment of a Debr acquires no Title ts 
a Reward : Heis the Proprictary and Lord of all by Creation. Hence *tis clear, that in 
the order of diſtributive Juſtice nothing can be challeriged from him. 

2. Beſides, fuch is the infinite Perfettion of God in Himſelf, that no benefit can re- 
dound to him by the Service of the Creature. ' 'When you have done all, ſay yoa are unpro- 
fitable Servants, for we have done but what we ought to do, The negle& of our duty juſt! 
expoſes to puniſhment ; but the performance of it deſerves no Reward, becauſe no ad- 
vantage accrues to God by it. Who hath firſt given untohim, and it ſhall be Hoviapeyes 
to him again? He challenges all Creatures, even of the higheſt Order.'''To ſpeak triftl 
therefore, When God crowns the 7 with Glory; he gives what is-merely his own; 
and does not render what is theirs. If heſhould leave them'in their pore Natiire, or de- 


% 


F 


pg them of their Being, he were no- loſer, nor injurious'to them; For what Law 
inds him to enrich them with Immortal Glory, who are no ways piofitable to him; or 
to preſerve that being they had from his unexeited Goodneſs? No Creattte cart \give 
to him, therefore none can receive from litm,' by way of valuable conſideration. - 
3. There is no proportion between the beſt Works of Men, arid the excellency of the. 
Reward, much leſs an rr 'Twas' the juſt dfid humble acknowledgment © 
FJacah to God, I am leſs thay the leaſt of all thy Mercies, thbſe that common Providence 
iſpenſes for the ſuppott and refreſhment of this temporal Life. But how-much leſs thart 
the glorious Excellencies of the fupernatural Divine Life, wherein the:Saints reign with 
God for ever ? The moſt coftly, the moſt difficult and hazardous Services; are equal 
nothing in point of Merit, with the giving but 2 cup of cold Water to a Diſciple of Chrif, 
there bei no cotrefpondehce in' value between them and the Kingdom of Heaven, 
'The apoſiiciells.s. I rount the Sufferings 4 this preſent Life: are not to be tompar'd to the 
Glory that ſball be revealed in i * Arid ſuffering is mote than doing: ,God rewards his 
faithful Servants, not according to the dignity of their Works; but his own Liberality 
and Munificence. As Alexandet having EAA fifty Talents of Gold to be p1ven.t0, : 
_ £ + - titles 
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Gentleman in poverty to ſupply his want : and he ſurpriz'd with that immenſe Bounty, 
modeſtly ſaid, Ten were enough ; He replied, If fifty are too much for you to receive, ten 
are too little for me to give, therefore do you receive as Poor, I will give as a King. Thus 
God in the diſpenſing 5 Favours does not reſpe&t the meanneſs of our Perſons or Ser- 
vices, bur gives to us as a God. And the cleareſt Notion of the Deity is, that he is a Be- 
ing infinite in all Perfeftions, therefore alſufficient and moſt willing to make his Crea- 
tures compleatly bappy. SR ; 

4. If a Creature perfeQly Holy, that never ſinn'd, 1s uncapable to merit any thing 
from God, much leſs can thoſe who are born in a ſinful State, and guilty of innumerable 
aQual Tranſpreſſions, pretend to deſerve any Reward for their Works, This were pre- 
ſumption inſpired by prodigious Vanity, For, Y 

7. By his moſt free Grace they are reſtored in converſion to that Spiritual Power b 
which they ſerve him. The Chaos was.not a deader Lump before the Spirit of God 
moved on the Face of the Waters, than the beſt of Mea were before the vital Influences 
of the Spirit wrought upon them. And for this they are ſo deeply obliged ro God, thar 
if a thouſand times more for his Glory were perforn'd, yet they cannot difcharge what 
they owe. | ? OT 
a 4 The continuance and increaſe of the powerful Tuppine of Grace to the Saints, who 
even ſince.their holy calling by many Lapſes have juſtly deſerv'd that God ſhould with- 
on his grieved Spirit, are new Obligations to Thankfulneſs: and the more Grace, 'the 
eſs Merit. © 2” | 


” j The beſt Works of Men are imperfeQ, allay'd with the mixtures of Infirmities, 
and not of full weight in the Divine Ballance. If 'God ſhould ſtrifly examine our Righ- 
teouſneſs, *twill be found neither pure nor perfeCt in his Eyes, and without Favour. and 
Indulgence wopld be rejected. And that which wants Pardon, cannot deſerve Praiſe 
and Glory, He ſhews Mercy to thouſands that love him, and keep his Commandments, If 
Obedience were meritorious, it were ſtri& Juſtice to reward them. The Apoſtle prays 
for Oneſiphorus, who had expoſed himſelf to pu danger for his love to the Goſpel ; The 
Lord grant he may fa Mercy in that day, .. The Divine Mercy gives the Crown of Life 
to the Faithful in the day of eternal Recompence. . 


1I. The meritorious Cauſe of our obtaining Heaven, is the Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, 
comprehending all that he did and ſuffered to reconcile God to us. From him as the 
Eternal Word we have all benefits in the order of Nature ; for all things were made by him, 
and for him, asthe incarnate Word, all good things in the order of Grace. What we 
enjoy in Time, and expe in Eternity, is by him, To ſhew what influence his Media» 
tion has to make us happy, we muſt conſider ; | 


% 


.crifice, the-Drvine Goodneſs was a ſealed Spring, and its bleſſed Effet: go: from 
the guilty Creature. Now the Son of , God in our aſſumed Nature offered up himſelf a 
Sacrifice 1. our ſtead, to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, and removed the Bar, that Mercy might 
-be glorified in;our-Salvation. The Apoſtle gives this account of it ; We have boldneſs to 
enter into the Holieſt, by the Blood of Chriſt, 7, 4 new and living way which he hath conſeara- 
tea. for us through the Veil, that us to ſay, . his Fleſh, Heb. 10. 1 , 20. es 
. 2. Such were the-moſt precious Merits of his Obedience, - ak it was not oply Wfhcr 
ent to free. the. guilty contaminated Race of Mankind from Hell, but to purchaſe for 
them the. Kingdom. of Heayen, If we, conſider his humane Nature, all. Graces were 
born with him, as Rays with the Sun, and ſhin'd in the whole courſe of; his Life 1g the 
cxcellence of-Perfe&tion. And'the dignity of his Divine Perſon derived. an unmen E Va- 
lue to all he perform'd as Mediator. One A& of his Obedience was more-honourable to - 
God, than all the Lives of the Saints, the Deaths of the Martyrs, and. the Seryviceof the 
Angels. God was more pleaſed in the Obedience of his Beloved Son, than he was pro- 
vok'd by the rebellion of his Servants. , Therefore, as the juſt Recompence of it, hecon- 


þ ba - 


" ſituted himto be univerſal Head of the Church, ſupreme Judg of the, Warld ; inveſted 
him with Diyine Glory, and with Power to communicate it to his faithful Seryants ; He 
is the Prince of . Life, In ſhort, it is as much upon the account of Chriſt's Sufferings 


that we are glorified, as that we are forgiven, The Wounds he received in his Boay, 
| . Fc 
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the Charafters of Ignominy, and Footſteps of Death, are the Fountains of our Glory. 
His Abaſement isthe cauſe of our Exaltation. Fs 

If it be ſaid, This ſeems to leſſen the freeneſs of this Gift, The anſwer is clear : | 
This was due to Chriſt, but undeſerved by us. Beſides, the appointing his Son to be 
our Mediator in the way of our Ranſom, was the moſt glorious Work of his Good- 
neſs. 


»Y 


CHAP. VIIL 


The Goſpel requires Qualifications in all that ſhall obtain the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The Renovation of Man according to the likeneſs of God, is indiſpenſably requiſite 
for the enjoying of God. Renewing Grace deſcrib'd. The Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
God requires that Men be ſanified before they are admitted into Heaven. Without 
Sanfification, there is a moral incapacity of enfoymng the Beatifick Viſion. 


TD HE Means of our obtaining Heaven are to be conſidered. Tho the Divine Good- 
neſs be freein its Ats, and there can be nothing in the Creature of Merit, or In- 

ducement to prevail upon God in the nature of a Cauſe, yer he requires Qualifications in = 
all thoſe who ſhall enjoy that bleſſed unchangeable Kingdom. The Apoſtle expreſly de- | ; 
clares, *Tis not of him that wills, nor of him that rans, but of God that ſheweth Mercy, 
Rom. 9. 16. But we muſt diſtinguiſh the Effetts of this Mercy, which are diſpenſed 
in that order the Goſpel lays down. The firſt Mercy is the powerful calling the Sinner 
from his corrupt and wretched State ; a ſecond Mercy is the pardoning his Sins; the laſt 
and moſt eminent is the glorifying him in Heaven. Now *tis clear, that in this place 
the ſhewing of Mercy, ſignifies the preventing Grace of God in Converſion ; for in the 
13th Verſe *tis ſaid, God ſhews Mercy to whom he will, and whom he will he hardens. 
Where'tis evident that ſhewing Mercy is oppos'd not to condemning but to hardning ; and 
conſequently the intent of the words is this, That Divine Grace overcomes the Rebellious 
Will, foftens thg ſtiff and ſtubborn Heart, and makes it pliant to Obedience, This flows 
from his pure good Will and Pleaſure, without the leaft Motive from the Inclinations or 
Endeavours of ſinful Men. But the other EffeAsof God's Mercy require Conditions in 
the SubjeAts that receive them : for he pardons only penitent Believers, and glorifies none 
but perſevering Saints. 

To make this clear, *tis worthy of Obſervation, The Goſpel has ſeveral Denominati- 
ons. ?Tis called a Law, « Covenant, and a Teftament, Rom. 3. 27. *Tis called the Law 
of Faith, and the roms the Spiritaal Life. As a Law, it ſignifies a new Right that 
God has moſt freely eſtabliſh'd in favour of loſt Man, that commands certain-Duties, 
and ſets before them Eternal Life as the Reward of Obedience, and Eternal Death the 
puniſhment of Diſobedience. According to this the trial and deciſion of Mens everlaſt- 
ing States ſhall be, which is the CharaCter of a true Law. This Law of Grace is ver: 
different from the Law of Nature, that requir'd intire Innocence, and for the leaſt omiſ- 
ſion, or accuſing AR, paſt an irrevocable Doom upon the Offenders ; for that ſtriftneſs 
and ſeverity is mollified by the Goſpel, which accepts of ſincere perſevering Obedience 
tho imperfe&t ; accordingly *tis called the Law of Liberty, James 2, But the Law of 
Faith is unalterable, and admuts of no Diſpenſation from the Duties required in order to 
our being everlaſtingly happy. 

2. The Goſpel is {tiled « Covent, and that imports a reciprocal Engagement between 
Parties for the performance of the Matter contained in it. The Covenant of Grace in- 
cludes the Promiſe of pardoning and rewarding Mercy on God's part, and the Conditions 
on Man's, with reſpe& to which tis to be perform'd. There is an inviolable dependence 
between them. He will be owr God, to make us happy, but we maſt be his People to yield 
unreſerved Obedience to him, Heb. 9. He will be bur Father, and we ſhall behis Sons and 
Daaghters ; but *tis upon the terms of purifying our ſelves from all pollations of the Fleſt 
and Spirit, and unfeigned endeavours to perfect Holineſs in his Fear, 2 Cor.7. *Tis aſtoniſh 
10g Goodnels, that Peas pleaſed to condeſcend to ſuch a Treaty with fallen Creatures : 
by a voluntary Promiſe he encourages them ; but tho moſt free in making, *tis conditional 
in the performance, The conſtancy of 09 20G Nature obliges him ro fulfil tug Word: 
| tt 2 ut 
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Gentleman in poverty to ſupply his want : and he ſurpriz'd with that immenſe Bounty, 
modeſtly ſaid, Ten were enough ; He replied, If fifty are too much for you to receive, ten 
are too little for me to give; therefore do you receive as Poor, I will give as a King. Thus 
God in the diſpenſing his Favours does not reſpect the meanneſs of our Perſons or Ser- 
vices, but gives to us as a God. And the cleareſt Notion of the Deity is, that he 1s a Be- 
iog infinite in all PerfeQtions, therefore alſufficient and ,moſt willing to make his Crea- 
tures compleatly happy. _— | 

If a Creature perfetly Holy, that never ſinn'd, 1s uncapable to merit any thing 
from God, much leſs can thoſe who are born in a ſinful State, and guilty of innumerable 
aQual Tranſpreſſions, pretend to deſerve any Reward for their Works, This were pre- 
ſumption inſpired by prodigious Vanity, For, 2 

7. By his moſt free Grace they are reſtored in converſion to that Spiritual Power b 

which they ſerve him. The Chaos was.not a deader Lump before the Spirit of God 
moved on the Face of the Waters, than the beſt of Mea were betore the vital Influences 
of the Spirit wrought upon them. And for this they are ſo deeply obliged ro God, thar 
it a thouſand times more for his Glory were perform'd, yet they cannot diſcharge what 
they owe. i 
ot 4 The continuance and increaſe of the powerful Op Grace to the Saints, who 
even ſince their holy calling by many Lapſes have juſtly deſerv'd that God ſhould with- 


draw his grieved Spirit, are new Obligations to Thankfulneſs: and the more Grace, the 
leſs Merit. | 


F 


- 3. The beſt Works of Men are imperfeQ, allay'd with the mixtures of Infirmities, 
nt not of full weight in the Divine Ballance. If 'God ſhould ſtriftly examine our Righ- 
teouſneſs, *twill be found neither pure nor perfect in his Eyes, and without Favour. and 
Indulgence would be rejeted. And that which wants Pardon, cannot deſerve Praiſe 
and Glory. He ſhews Mercy to thouſands that love him, and keep his Commandments, If 
Obedience were meritorious, it were ſtri& Juſtice to reward them. The Apoſtle prays 

for Oneſiphorus, who had expoſed himſelf to as danger for his love to the Goſpel ; The | 
Lord grant he may find Mercy in that day. |. 'The Divine Mercy gives the Crown of Life - E-14 
to the Faithful in the day of eternal Recompence. | 


IT. The meritorious Cauſe of our obtaining Heaven, is the Obedience of Jeſus Chriſt, 
comprehending all that he did and ſuffered to reconcile God to us. From him as the 
Eternal Word we have all benefits in the order of Nature ; for all things were made by him, | 
and for him, asthe incarnate Word, all good things in the order of Grace. What we 
enjoy in Tune, and expett in Eternity, is by him. To ſhew what influence his Mediae ; 
tion has to make us happy, we muſt conſider ; 


1. Man by his Rebellion juſtly forfeited his Happineſs, and the Law exaQts preciſely 
the Forſeiture. . Pure Juſtice requires the Crime ſhould be puniſhed accarding to its Qua» | 
lity, much. leſs will it ſuffer the guilty gp enjoy the favour of God : for Sin 1s not; to be 
cqnſidered as anOffence and Injury to a private Perſon, but the violation of a Law, and 
a diſturbance, in the order of Gaverament : ſo that to preſerve the hogour of governing 
Juſtice, an equivalent reparation was appointed, . . Till Sin was,expiated by a proper Sa- 
crifice, the:Divine Goodneſs was a ſealed Spring, and its bleſſed Effects, reſtrained from 
the guilty Creature. Now the Son of God in our aſſumed Nature offered up himſelf a 
Sacrifice 1nour ſtead, to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, and removed the Bar, that Mercy might 
-be glorified in'our Salvation. The Apoſtle gives this account of it ; We have boldneſs to 
enter into the Holieſt, by the Blood of Chriſt, ; 4 new and. living way which he hath conſe - 
tea for us through the Veil, that is to ſay, his Fleſh, Heb. 10. 19, 20. _ 3301 
2. Such were the-moſt precious Merits of his Obedience, <b it was not only {i fr 
ent to tree the. guilty contaminated Race of Mankind from Hell, but to purchaſe for 
them the Kingdom of Heayen, If we. conſider his humane Nature, all Graces were j 
born with him, as Rays with the Sun, and ſhin'd in the whole courſe of; his Life inthe 
cxcellence of Perte&tion. And'the dignity of bis Divine Perſon derived. an unmenſe va- 
lue to all he perform'd as Mediator. One A&t of his Obedience was more-honourable to 
God, than all the Lives of the Saints, the Deaths of the Martyrs, and. the Service of the 
Angels, God was more pleaſed in the Obedience of his Beloved Son, than he was pro- 
vok'd by the rebellion of his Servants, , Therefore, as the juſt Recompence of it, hecon- 


2  ſituted himto be univerſal Head of the Church, ſupreme Judg of the World ; inveſted | 


him with Divine Glory, and with Power to communicate 1t to his faithful Seryants ; He 
is'the Prince of Life, In ſhort, it is as much upon the account of Chriſt's Sufferings 
that we are glorifed, as that we are forgiven, The Wounds he received ia his BooY's 
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the Charafters of Ignominy, and Footſteps of Death, are the Fountains of our Glory. 
His Abaſement isthe cauſe of our Exaltation. @_ ” 

If it be ſaid, This ſeems to leſſen the freeneſs of this Gift, The anſwer is clear : | 
| This was due to Chriſt, but undeſerved by us. Beſides, the appointing his Son to be 
our Mediator in the way of our Ranſom, was the moſt glorious Work of his Good- 
neſs. 


— 


CHAP. VII. 


The Goſpel requires Qualifications in all that ſhall obtain the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The Renovation of Man according to the likeneſs of God, is indiſpenſably requiſite 
for the enjoying of God. Renewing Grace deſcribd, The Wiſdom and Juſtice of 
God requires that Men be ſanKified before they are admitted into Heaven. Without 
Sanfification, there is a moral incapacity of enfoying the Beatifick Viſion. 


FT" HE Means of our obtaining Heaven are to be conſidered. Tho the Divine Good- 
neſs be freein its Ats, and there can be nothing in the Creature of Merit, or In- 
ducement to prevail upon God in the nature of a Cauſe, yer he requires } nmn ag in 
all thoſe who ſhall enjoy that bleſſed unchangeable Kingdom. The Apoſtle expreſly de- 
clares, *Tis not of him that wills, nor of him that runs, but of God that ſheweth Mercy, 
Rom. 9. 16. But we muſt diſtinguiſh the Effects of this Mercy, which are diſpenſed 
in that order the-Goſpel lays down. The firſt Mercy is the powerful calling the Sinner 
 fromhis corrupt and wretched State ; a ſecond Mercy is the pardoning his Sins; the laſt 
\ and moſteminent is the glorifying him in Heaven. Now *tis clear, that in this place 
the ſhewing of Mercy, ſignifies the preventing Grace of God in Converſion ; for in the 
18th Verſe *tis ſaid, God ſhews Mercy to whom he will, and whom he will he hardens. 
Where tis evident that ſhewing Mercy is. oppos'd not to condemning but to hardning ; and 
conſequently the intent of the words is this, That Divine Grace overcomes the Rebellious 
Will, foftens thy ſtiff and ſtubborn Heart, and makes it pliant to Obedience, This flows 
from his pure good Will and Pleaſure, without the leaſt Motive from the Inclinations or 
Endeavours of ſinful Men, But the other EffeQtsof God's Mercy require Conditions in 
the SubjeRts that receive them : for he pardons only penitent Believers, and glorifies none 
| but perſevering Saints. | 
To make this clear, *tis worthy of Obſervation, The Goſpel has ſeveral Denominati- 
7 ons. ?Tis called « Law, « Covenant, and a Teftament, Rom. 3. 27. *Tis called the Law 
of Faith, and the Law -l the Spiritual Life. As a Law, it ſignifies a new Right that 
God has moſt freely eſtabliſh'd in favour of loſt Man, that commands certain-Duties, 
and ſets betore them Eternal Life as the Reward of Obedience, and Eternal Death the 
puniſhment of Diſobedience. According to this the trial and deciſion of Mens everlaſt- 
ing States ſhall be, which is the CharaCter of a true Law. This Law of Grace is ve 
different from the Law of Nature, that requir'd intire Innocence, and for the leaſt omiſ- 
ſion, or accuſing AQ, paſt an irrevocable Doom upon the Offenders ; for that iriftneſs 
and ſeverity is mollified by the Goſpel, which accepts of ſincere perſevering Obedience 
tho imperteCt ; accordingly *tis called the Law of Liberty, James 2, But the Law of 
Faith is unalterable, and admuts of no Diſpenſation from the Duties required in order-to 
our being everlaſtingly happy: 
f 2, The Goſpel is {tiled « Covenazr, and that imports a reciprocal Engagement between 
Parties for the performance of the Matter contained in it. The Covenant of Grace in- 
cludes the Promiſe of pardoning and rewarding Mercy on God's part, and the Conditions 
on Man's, with reſpeCt to which tis to be perform'd. There is an inviolable dependence 
between them. _ He will be ovr God, to make us happy but we maſt be his People to yield 
unreſerved Obedience to him. Heb. 9, He will be bur Father, and we ſhall be his Sons an 
Daughters ; but *tis upon the terms of purifying our ſelves from all pollations of the Fleſt 
| and Spirit, and unfeigned endeavours to perfect Holineſs in his Fear, 2 Cor.7. 'Tis aſtoniſh 
1ng Goodneſs, that he is pleaſed to condeſcend to ſuch a Treaty with fallen Creatures * 
by a voluntary Promiſe he encourages them ; but tho moſt free in making, *tis conditional 
in the performance. The conſtancy of his Holy Nature obliges him to fulfil Ins Word, 


Trtt 2 | but 


. 


LOS x 


Of HEAVEN Chap. VIII 


"bur tis if we do not fail on our part by careleſneſs of our Duty. A Preſumer may ſeal 


Aſſurance to himſelf, and be deceived in this great Matter ; but God will zor be mocked. 
If we prove falſe in the Covenant, he will be faithful, and exclude thoſe from Heaven that 
were negleAful of the Conditions to which it is promiſed, —&  _ 

3. The Goſpel is ſtiled, « Teſtament ſealed in the Blood of Chriſt, confirm'd by his 
Death. The Donation of eternal Bleſſings in it, is not abſolute and irreſpective, but the 
Heirs are admitted to the poſſeſſion of the Inheritance according to the Will of the rich, 
liberal, and wiſe Teſtator. There can be no regular Title or Claim made out withour 
performing what is required. And this #s the Will of God and Chriſt, our Saniification, 
without which we cannot enjoy it, | 
Now from hence we may ſee the admirable Agreement between theſe two Notions, 
that Heaven is a Gift, and a Reward. *Tisa Reward in the order of giving it, not due 
to the Work, but from the Bounty of 'the Giver. God gives Heaven to thoſe that faith- 
fully ſerve him. Bur their Service was due to God, of no worth 1n reſpect of Heaven ; 
ſo that Man's Work is no Merit, and God's Reward is a Gift. Our everlaſting 


Glory muſt be aſcribed to his moſt free Grace, as much as the. pardon of our 


Sins. 


I ſhall now proceed to conſider, what the Goſpel declares to be indiſpenſibly requiſite 
in order to our obtaining Heaven : This is compriz'd in the holy Change of Man's Na- 
ture, which I will briefly unfold, and ſhew how neceſlary it 15 to qualify us for Celeſtial 
Glory. 


x. This holy Change is expreſs'd in Scripture by the new Birth. Our Saviour, with a 
ſolemi repeated Aﬀeveration, tells Nicodemns ; Verily, werily, except a Man be born a-- 
gain, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, John 3. 3. Sin is natural to Man from 
his Conception and Birth, and intedts with its Contagion all his Faculties. This is 
fomented and cheriſhed by Temptations that eaſily encompaſs him, 'The Under- 
ſtanding is polluted with evil Principles, full of ftrong Prejudices, and lofty Imagi- 
nations againſt the ſupernatural Myſteries of Salvation. *Tis full of Ignorance and 
Folly, and from hence either rejetts them as incredible, or deſpiſes them as im- 
pertinent or unprofitable, The Will is depraved and perverſe, full of unruly and un- 
hallowed Aﬀe&ions. The Senſes are luxurious and rebellious. In ſhort, Man is ſo vi- 
ciouſly and ſenſually inclined, ſo alienated from the Life of God, as if he had no diviner 
Part within him, that ſhould aſpire to a ſpiritual Bleſſedneſs, that ſhould regulate and 
controul the exceſs of the inferior Appetites. Thus is the unhappy CharaCter Satan im- 
preſs*d on him in his Fall, and without Renovation upon an infinite account he is unca- 
pableof ſeeing God. This Renovation conſiſts not in the change of his Subſtance, as the 
Water was miraculouſly turn'd into Wine at the Marriage in Cana of Galilee: the ſame 
Soul with its efſential Powers, the ſame Body with its natural Senſes, the Work of the 
Creator, remains ; but in the cleanſing of his ſtain'd Nature, in the ſanQifying his Facul- 
ties that are the Springs of his AQtions, the whole Man is quickned into a Divine Life, 
andenabled to aC in conformity toit. And of this the new Birth is a convenient Illufſ- 
tration. An aQtive Principle of Holineſs is planted in him, that ſprings up into viſible 
Adtions. The Apoltle particularly expreſſes it in his earneſt Prayer for the Theſſalonians, 
The wery God of Peace ſanitify you wholly, and preſerve your whole Spirit, Soul and Body 
blameleſs, till the coming of Jeſus Chriſt. Every Faculty is renewed, and every Grace in- 
tuſed that conſtitutes the Divine Image. The Mind is renewed by Spiritual Lighr, to 
believe the Truth and Goodneſs of unſeen Things promiſed, the reality and dreadfulneſs 
of Things threatned in the Word of God. It ſees the trueſt Beauty in Holineſs, the 
higheſt Honour in Obedience to God, the greateſt Equity and Excellence in his Service. 
The Will is renewed by holy Love, a purifying Flame, and feels the attraCtive virtue of 
our bleſſed End before all deſirable Things on Earth, and determines to purſue it in the 
vigorous uſe of proper means. "Lhe Body is made a holy Inſtrument fit for therenewed 
Soul. In ſhort, the natural Man becomes Spiritual in his Perceptions, Reſolutions and 
AQtions. All things are become New. Thereis a firm aſſent, an inviolable adherence to 
'thoſe moſt precious ObjeQts revealed in the Scripture, and a ſincere choſen conſtant Obedi- 
ence flows from the renewed Faculties. And from hence we may diſtinguiſh between re- 
generating Grace, and formal Hypccriſy in ſome, and the proficiency of Nature and 
power of common Grace in others. A Hypocrite in Religion is aCted trom without, by 


' mercenary baſe reſpects ; and his Conſcience being cauteriz'd, handles facred Things 
_ without feeling : a regenerate Perſon is moyed by an internal living Principle, and per- 


forms 
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forms his Duties with lively. AﬀeQtions. Natural Conſcience under the compulſion of _ 
Fear, may lay a reſtraint upon the outward Atts of Sin, without an tmward Conſent to 


the Sanity of the Law. Renewing Grace cleanſes the Fountain, and the Current is 
pure. It reconciles the AﬀeCtions to the moſt Holy Commands, I love, thy Law becauſe 


tis pure, faith the Plalmilt. 


A Moral Principle may induce one to abſtain from many Sins, and ta gan many 
praiſe-worthy things in conformity to Reaſon, But this is neither ſanQtitying nor fav- 
ing ; for it only prunes Sin as if it were a good Plant, and dogs not root it up; it com+ 
pounds with ir, and does not deſtroy it, There may be ſtil] an impure Indulgence to the 
ſecret luſtings of the Heart, notwithſtanding the Reſtraint upon their Exerciſe. And 
many Duties may be done on lower Motives, without a divine reſpect to the Commands 
and Glory of God, © | IE ei YR 

But renewing Grace ſubjefts the Soul to the whole Royalty of the Law, uniformly in- 
clines it to expreſs Obedience to all its Precepts, becauſe they are pure, and derivedfrom 
. the eternal Spring of Purity. It mortifies Concupiſcence, and quickens to every good 
Work, from a Principle of Love to God, and in this is diftinguiſhr. from the moſt refined 
unregenerate Morality. In ſhort, theremay be a ſuperficial tinture of Religion from 
common Grace, 'a tranſient Eſteem, vaniſhing AﬀeCtions, and earneſt Endeavours for a 
time after Spiritual Things, and yet a Perſon remain in a ſtate of Unregeneracy. But 
renewing Grace is a permanent ſolid Principle, that makes a Man partaker of the Divine 
Nature, and elevates him above himſelf. TEE a any. to 

This holy Change is wrought by Divine Power. Our Saviour tells Nicodemas, Except 
a Man be born of Water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. The : 
Analogy of a new Birth ſignifies, that *tis 4ntirely the Work of the ſanCtifying.Spirit, 
that conveys a Principle of Life in order to the FunQtions of: it. ?Tis the living Impreſſ1- 
on of God, the ſole Efficient and Exemplar of it, the. Fruit and Image of the Divine Vir- 
tues, *Tis expreſt by the mew Creature. The produQtion of it is attributed to God's 
Power diſplaying it ſelf in a peculiar excellent way, even 1n that preciſe manner, as in 
making the World, Foras 1n the firſt Creation all things were made originally of no; 
thing, ſon the ſecond, the Habit of Grace 1s infuſed into the- Soul that was utterly void 
of it, and in which there was as little preparation for true Holineſs, as of nothing to pros 
duce this great and regular World, And altho there is not only an abſolute privation of 
Grace, but a fierce reſiſtance againſt it, yet creating invincible Power does as infallibly 
and certainly produce its EffeQt in forming the new Creature, as in making the World. 
From hence it appears that preventing renewing Grace is {0 entirely the Wark of God, 
as his forming the humane Body from the Duſt of Earth at firſt ; but with rhis difference, 
the firſt Creation was done without any ſenſe in the SubyeR, of the efficiency of the 
Divine Power in producing it : but 10 the new Creation, Man eels the vital Influence of 
the Spirit, applying it ſelf to all his Faculties, reforming and enabling them to a& ac- 
cording to the quality of their Nature. 216 | 

And by the way, we may obſerve the admirable Grace ſhewed to Man in the renova- 
tion of his corrupted Nature. In the compolition of. his Being are unired a Spirit like 
the Angels, and a Body like terreſtrial Animals; by which he partakes of the ſpiritual 
and natural Life : but he has peculiar Favours conferred upon him. For; whereas his 
Soul ſinn'd with the Angels, and his Body dies with the Beaſts, yer God is pleaſed to re- 
ſtore them by his glorious Power. An Angel after Sin never repeats, and is therefore in- 
| capable of Pardon, and irrecoverably diſfinherited of Heaven : a Beaſt after death never 
revives; but tho Man ſinsand dies, yet his Soul may be renewed by Divine Grace, and 
his Body ſhall be raiſed 1n an incorruptible Glory, _. * be > 

Now the indiſpenſable neceflity of this holy Change is evident from the words of our 
Saviour, for he ſpeaks univerſally, Except 4 Man be ; ! 


* « 


orn again, he cannot ſee the Kyng- 
dom of God, He does not ſimply declare that an unregenerate Man ſhall nor, but with 
the greateſt Emphaſis, canto, to ſignify an abſolute impoſſibility of it. The Jews 
highly preſumed of the Privilege of their carnal Birth, they ſprang from-the pure and 
noble Blood of Abraham, God's Friend ; they had the Seal of the Holy Covenant mar{'d 
intheir Fleſh : and hence it was. proverbial amongſt them, that every [/raelzte ſhould 
have a part in the World to come. But our Saviour overthrows this vain conceit, and. 
tells them, that the ſupernatural Birth intitles to the ſupernatural Inheritance, Circum- 
Ciſion then, and Baptiſm now, without real Grace, is an ineffeQual ſign, of no avail to 
Salvation. Tn the quality of Sons, we-are Heirs of God's Kingdom, Rom. 8. 17, And 
that honourable Relation we haye upon a double account, by Adoption and Regenera- 
tion, Gal. 4.7. ' Divine Adoption is not a mere change of our State, a naked Declara- 


, 
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tion that one ſhall be dignified with the Title of God's Son ; but a wa Nature is alway 
infuſed intothe Perſon, whereby he is made like to God in his Excellencies. In this it 
differs from humane Adoption, that gives the Name and Arms, the Honour and Eſtate 
of the Adopter to a Perſon, without conveying any of his intelleCtual or moral Endows 
ments. Whom God adopts, he begets to a Divine Life. Beſides, our Saviour purchaſ- 
ed this high Privilege for us: God ſent his Son made of a Woman, under the Law, to redeem 
them that were under the Law, that we might receive the Adoption of Sons : By Union with 
him we receive the inveſtiture of this Dignity, Now whoever is in Chriſt, is a ew Crea- 
ture, For the quickning Spirit, that is to the Soul whatthe Soul is to the Body, the prin- 
ciple of Life and Strength, of Beauty and Motion, and an aQtive purifying Faith that is 
influential upon all other Graces, are the Band of that vital Union : So that as all in Adam 
are univerſally corrupt by the firſt Birth, all that are in Chriſt are made holy by a new 
Birth. But of this I ſhall ſpeak in the next Chapter more fully, under a diſtin Head. 
Briefly, the Spirit of Grace that ſanQifies, is the Spirit of Adoption that ſeals our Right 
to that Kingdom. | 


Now the Reaſons why this Change muſt be in order to our obtaining of Heaven, are 
theſe : ES. | 
tr. There is an exquiſite Wiſdom ſhines in all God's Works, in diſpoſing them for the 


ends to which they are appointed : and is it not 'monſtrouſly abſurd to imagin, he wall 


admit into his Preſence and Kingdom thoſe that are abſolutely unqualified for its Bleſſed- 


neſs, and oppoſiteto its Purity ? 


2. His invariable Juſtice excludes for ever all unholy Perſons from Heaven, For in the 
laſt Judgment God will be glorified as a Governour, in the diſtribution of Rewards 
with reſpe& to the Obedience and Difobedience of Men. *Tis worthy of obſervation, 
that the AQtions of God on the reaſonable Creatures are of two ſorts. Some proceed 
from his ſoveraign good Pleaſure, of which there is no motive or reaſon in the SubjeQts 
on which they are terminated. Thus by a free and inſuperable Decree ( when all Man- 
kind, laps'd and miſerable, was in his view ) hechoſe ſometo be Veſſels of Mercy, and by 
privilege ſeparated them from the reſt that finally periſh. Now what induc'd him to 
P- a ſingular Love on the Ele&t ? There was nothing in them to incline his Compaſſion, 

ing equally guilty and depraved with the reſt of the Progeny of Adam. This diffter- 
ence therefore is to be reſolved into his unaccountable and adorable Will, as the fole cauſe 
of it. Thus God declares it to be his glorious Prerogative, 1 will have Mercy on» whom I 
will have Mercy, and Iwill have Compaſſion on whom I will have Compaſſion. And this is no 
unjuſt acceptance of Perſons : For asa BenefaQor, he may diſpenſe his own Favours as 
hepleaſes, A Gift from mere andarbitrary Bounty may be beſtowed on ſome, and not 
on others, without injuſtice. But there are other AQtions of God for which there is an 
evident reaſon in Men on whom they are terminated. Thus, as the ſupreme Judg, with- 
out reſpetF of Perſons, 1 Pet. 1. 17. he will judg and reward every Man according to his 
Works, Rom. 2. 16. AQs 26.18. The Evangelical Law ( as was toucht on before ) is 
the rule of eternal Judgment, and givesa right from the gracious Promiſe of God to all 

- penitent Believers in the Kingdom of Heaven, and excludes all impenitent Infidels Di- 
vine Juſtice will illuſtriouſly appear then, in diſtinguiſhing Believers from Unbelievers by 
their Works, the proper 'Fruits either of Faith or Infidelity : All the thick Clouds of 
Diſgraces, Calumnies, Perſecutions, that often oppreſs the moſt ſincere Chriſtians here, 
ſhall not thendarken their Holineſs ; and all the ſpecious appearances of Piet 


Gag , which the 
moſt artificial Hypocrites make uſe of to deceive others, ſhall not conceal x ah Wicked- 


neſs. And accordingly the one ſhall be abſolved and glorified, the others condemned 


and puniſhed for ever. In ſhort, without violation of his own rightcous 


eſtabliſhment in the Goſpel, God cannot receive the Unholy into his Glory, Heb. 
I2. I4. | 


% 


3- Beſides the Legal Bar that excludes unfanQiified Perſons from the beatifick Vifion of 

4 God, there is a moral incapacity. Suppoſe that Juſtice ſhould allow Omnipotence to tran- 
ſlate ſuch a Sinner to Heaven, would the Place make him happy ? Can two incongruous-.. 

Natures delight in one another ? 'The happineſs of Senſe is by an impreſſion of Pleaſure 

from a ſutab e Objet: The happineſs of intelleQual Beings ariſes from an intireconfor- 

- mity of - Diſpoſitions. So that vnleſs God recede from his Holineſs, which is abſolutely 

impoſſible, or Man be purified, and changed into his likeneſs, there can be no ſweet 

Communion between them. Our Saviour afſigns this Reaſonof the neceſſity of Regene- 

ration in. order to our admiſſion into Heaven : That which is born of the Fleſh, is fleſh; 

and that which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit, According to the quality of the Principle, 

ſuch is what proceeds from it. The Fleſh is a corrupt Principle, and accordingly the 
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Natural Man is wholly carnal in his propenſfions, operations and end, The Diſeaſe is 
turn'dinto his Conſtitution. He is dead to the Spiritual Life, to the aQtions and enjoy- 
ments that are proper to it : Nay, there is in him a ſurviving Principle of Enmity to that 
Life ; not only a mortal coldneſs to God, but a ſtiff averſation from him, a perpetual 
reſiſtance and impatience of the Divine Preſence, that would diſturb his voluptuous en- 
joyments. The Exerciſes of Heaven would be as the Torments of Hell to him, while 
in the midſt of. thoſe pure Joys his inward inclinations vehemently run into the. loweſt 
Lees of penſiiky. And therefore till this Contrariety, ſo deep and predominant in an 
uaholy Perſon, beremoved, *tis utterly impoſſible he ſhould enjoy God with fatisſaQi- 
on. As it was neceſſary that God ſhould become like Man on Earth, to purchaſe that 
Felicity for him, ſo Man muſt be like God in Heaven before he can poſleſs1t. Holineſs 
alone prepares Men for Celeſtial Happineſs ; that is againſt the corruption, and abovethe 

perfettion of mere Nature. | IN. EE 
I ſhall now proceed toconſider more particularly what is requiſite in order toour obtain» 


ing of Heaven, 
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Faith in the Redeemer is indiſpenſably requir'd of all that will partake of Salvatioi. * 
| Heaven muſt be choſen as our Supreme Kovpineſs, and ſought as our laſt End. 
The choice. of Fleaven muſt be ſincere, early, firm and conſtant, The Smcerity 
of the Choice diſcovered by the zealous uſe of means to obtain it, The Sincerity 
of the Choice will regulate our Judgments and AfeFtions, . with reſpeFt to temporal 
things that are ſo far good or evil to, us, as they condult or divert us from Hlea« 
ven. The ſincere Choice of Heaven will make us aſpire to the higheſt degrees of 
Holineſs we are capable of in the preſent State. The vanity of the hopes of the 
Likewarm in Religion diſcovered. pul 5 


ired of all that will partake of the 
the World, that he gave his only be- 


1. VDNAITH in the Redeemer is abſohuely requ 
| Salvation purchaſed by him. God ſo love 
gotten Son, that mbvever believes in him, ſhould not periſb, but have Eternal Life, John 3, 
16. This is the Spirit and Subſtance of the Goſpel, therefore I will briefly unfold it, 
The Son of. God having aſſumed the human Nature, and: performed what was necefſa- 
ry. for the expiation: of Sin, Phil, 2. 8, 9. the Father was fo pleaſed with his Obedi- 
eacg, that from his loweſt State he rains him to Divine Glory, and gave him ſupreme 
Authority, and ;alſufficient Power to communicate that Glory to others. Thus our Sa- 
viour. declares; Thou haſt given him (i.e. the Son) power over all Fleſh, that he ſhoald 
give Eternal Life to as many as thou haſt given him, John 17. 2. And he exhorts the Peo- 
ple. Labour for that Meat that endures unto Eternal Life, which the Son of Man ſhall give 
unto you, for him hath God the Father ſealed, John 6. Now this glorious Life is not gi- 
ven to all, but only to thoſe who are united to him. As Adam, the princip tple of the car- 
nal corrupt Nature, derives Guilt and Death:to all his Progeny : So Jeſus Chriſt ( who is 
oppoſed to him the. Head and Prince of the renewed State, communicates Life and 
Glory to his People. [The Apoſtle exprefles it, As i» Adam all die (his natural Deſcen- 
dents are involv'd. in-Þis Condemnation) even ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive, x Cor. 
I5. 22, that is, all that are ſpiritually united to him, ſhall partake of his glorious Reſur- 
reQion. And St. John tells us, He that hath the Son, hath Life ; and he that hath not the 
on, hath not Life, x John 5. 12. The having the Son, upon which'our right to eternal 
Life depends, is believing in him. Faith has a principal Efficiency in receiving Chriſt ; 
_ . therefore *tis expreſt by that at, But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the Sons of God, John 1. 12. (and conſequently Heirs of Glory) to as many «s 
believed on his Name, And Chrift is ſaid to dwell in our Hearts by Faith, Epheſ. 3. 17. 
This is not a mere afſent to the DoQtrines of the Goſpel concerning the Dignity of his Per- 
ſon, that he i$ in ſo high and glorious a Relation of being the Eternal Son of God, and” 
the infinite value of his Merits, whereby he is able to ſave all that come unto God by 
him, and his merciful compaſſionate Nature to embrace returniog Sinners, and the ex- 


cellency of the Benefits purchaſed by him, but ſuch a Belief as ſways the Will _ At- 
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feRions to receive him upon God's terms for our Salvation. Faith. js ſeated in the whole 
Sout,” in the Mind and Heart, 'and.accepts of Chriſt intirely as Propher, Prieſt, and 
King. ' The parts cf the Mediator's Office are inſeparably connetted, and all the Ef- 
ſets of them are communicated to the ſame'Perſons. Jeſas Chriſt is made of God to be- 
lievers, Wiſdom, to cure their Ignorance and: Folly ; Righteouſneſs, to aboliſh their 
Guilt ; Santificatron, to renew their Natures; and Redemption, to free them at laſt from 
the Grave, and bring ther to Glory, 1 Cor. x. From hence 'tis clear, that the Faith 
which is juſtifying and ſaving, includes in its nature, as dependance and truſt in Chriſt 
as a powetful ab merciful Mediator, that is able and willing to reconcile-us to God, and 
. make us4or ever happy mn his Favour; ſo a ſincere reſolution of Obedience and SubjeQtion 
 toall his holy Commands, even to the plucking out of the right E e, and the cutting 
off the right hand, the parting with the moſt pleaſing or profitable Sins. © For the-Pro- 
miſes of God that are the Rule of Faith, make an offer of Chriſt upon theſe Conditions 
to us : Him hath God exalted with his right hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, 'for to pive 
repentance to Iſrael,. and forgiveneſs of Sins, AQts 5.31, And only the jaſtified ſhall'be 
glorified, Rom, 8. © Thoſe therefore who deſire a partial Intereſt in him asa Saviour, out 
of abfolute neceſſity--to eſcape Hell, and will not out of Love ſubmit to him as their 
Prince, have not that Faith that is anfeigned, and givesa Title to Eternal Lifeby the Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel. | 1 
2. We muſt chuſe Heaven as our ſupreme Happineſs, and regard it as the main end 
_ of our Lives. Man fell from his Duty and Felicity by preferring ſenſual Pleaſure before 
' the Favour of God, and became guilty of the greateſt Diſobedience and Diſhonour to 
his Maker, and'1s reſtored by the holy change of his Will, the ſetting his Aﬀe&tions on - 
a pure Spiritual Bleſſedneſs. This ſubliming the Will, and turning its Love and Choice | 
from the Creatures to God, is the effect of Divine Grace, and wrought in a rational way. 
. Por Man is not moved as artificial Engines by force, nor as Brutes from neceſlity, their 
' Ficulties being determined by the ourwatd application- of Objefts : he is not drawn vp to 
Heaven by. fuch-a natural impreſſion, 'a&'Stee} by the' Loadftone, nor forc'd by a violent 
tnotiot-as a.Stbne aſcends, but as; an underſtanding free Agent, by the \direCtion'of the 
eflighined Mind, and the-content of the Wyll,. an.eleQtive unconſtrained Facalty, '. And 
herein the Wiſdom, Goodnels and Equity of God's Tranſaftions with Man. appears. 
His Wiſdom, in that . as he has ordered in the. whole ' {ſphere of Nature, that the ac- 
tive Powers of every Creature bedrawn forth into exerciſe for their .preſervation, and 
accordingly; he is pleaſed: to work in and by them ; fo the Underſtanding 'and W1yllj th 
Principles of Operation jd +Man, ate to deliberate: and chufe in-order to his Happeſs : 
Otheryiſe the rational Faculties would bein-valn.:.* His: Goodneſs and\Fquity, i rhat he 
ſets before thei Eternal Life as\the Reward 'of Obedience. God will be glorified | 
ers wrath vv and a BenefaQor, andhas ordained'im the Goſpel that all who Huſe 
andUiligently feek the Kingdom-of Heaven, ſhalt infallibly obtain ir, and none be deptt- 
vedof it but for their negleft) + 'The Decree of: a' final ftate of Miſery, though g&ti 
time, yet is conſequent in the order;of-cauſesto the obſtimate reluQtancy of Sinners apain 
reſtoring Grace,. and. the wilful forſaking+their gwn'Mercies. - Therefore God vinditates 
the Equicy of his Proceedings with nanny, g's Principles, and with tender pity 
expoſtulates, Why will ye die ? The corrupt: Will,: deolming from God;'\and adhering 'to | 
the Creature as its Happineſs, is the true cduſe of Man's.tuin, This 'will infinicely clear 
the Wiſdom and Juſtice, the Purity and Goodnefs of God from-all Imputation. '*  - #- / 
Thechoice of Heaven for our Felicity is:primarily: to be determined, for *tis'from'the 
proſpeCt of it” that all holy Counſels derive'their Life and Vigour; As in drawing /the 
Piture of a Man, the firſt work is to delineate the Head, not only as the part that indig- 
aity and eminence is above the reſt, but as'it regulates! the drawing of the 'other parts, 
and-gives a juft proportion and correſpondence between them, without: whichthe whole 
Figure becomes difordered ard monſtrous,: Thus -in- the moral conſideration 6f:Man, 
rhat-which is primarily to be conſidered isthe Soul, and- its final Felicity) as incomparably 
more excellent than the Body and its Pleaſures: 'for this will have a powerful influefce u 
on the whole-Life, direQting 'to avoid what is inconſiſtent and 'impertinent, and t6 q 
what is conducive to; {5 2249007 when ALL ST BY A 
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_ © Now'this being a matter of unſpeakable importance, I will, | 9 © 
Firſt, Show what the 'regplar Choice of Heaven! includes, as to #ts Qualities and 

Effedts, {16 Sf. 7 Mad to: Tm 
Secondly; Dire& how to make this Choice. 4 Sannort oft: 
Thirdly, Prefem ſome powerful Motives to excite us to it, - 
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The Qualities of this Choice are three, = 


r. It muſt be ſincere and cordial. 
2, Early, in our firſt and beſt Days. 
2. Firm and cqnftant. | 61 UE ; 
-..;1,. Tt muſt be fincere and cordial., The. moſt eſſential and aQive Deſire ' in humane 
Natare is to Happineſs ; but there being: two kinds of good Things preſented to the 
Will-that: ſolicit the AﬀeQtions, the: Pleaſures of Senſe, and ſpiritual Joys, from hence 
it-is that that which makes Men happy is the Obje&t of EleQion. And althothere is no« 
thing more uniform and inviolable than the natural inclination to Happineſs, yet the 
* diftinRion of Mankind ariſes from this ſource, the regular or perverſe uſe of: this Inclina- 
tion, the: wiſe or miſtaken choice of Happineſs. Now the ſincerity of our Choice:is 
diſcovered, when *tis clear and entire, ariling from a tranſcendent eſteem - ofthe Favour 


at the ſame time. Our Saviour has decided it, No May can ſerve two Maſters'; for rither 
he will hate the one and love the other, or hold to the one and. deſpiſe the other ; ye cannot' ſerve 
God and Mammon. The Maſters are irreconcilable, and their Commands! are dire&ly 
. oppoſite. It was as poſſible to place upoa the ſame Altar. the Ark of God; and the Tdol 
of the Philiftins, as that Heavenand the World ſhould compound and takeequalſhares'in 
our: AﬀeQtions. Indeed, it the Conceptions in the Mind are but faint and floating.of the 
univerſal ſatisfying Goodneſs of the Obje& propoſed to make us happy; the: Will retmains 
in ſuſpence ; but when'tis clearly and ſtrongly repreſented, the Heart is 'drawn-entirely 
| (to-embrace it. Divine Grace by the i[[umination of the Underſtanding, purifies and 
changes the depraved. Will, and heals the ditempered Aﬀetions. The wife Merchant, 
that had a diſcerning Eye, ſaw reaſon enough to-part with all; thathe might;gar 


coant them but dang, that I might win Chriſt, The g 
moſt pleafant Light that ever ſhone upon the World, a Reve 
dom and moſt admirable Love, wherein'the Combination of -God*s tb 
Counſels for our Salvation is unfolded ; and accordingly. St. Paul, with the: 
of AﬀeCtion, ſets-forth his value of it, and by full and moſt vilfying Expreſl 
all things in compariſon of it. Y, | W083Þh( 1 103 DISCIRREHSD 
- 2, The Sincerity of the Heavenly Choice, is diſcovered by a zealous obſervanteraf tl 


Ba 


Means requifite in order to it. Inanimate things incline to reſt:1n their CentoepttheiRe 
nal intend and purſue it. , The. bleſſed End, when valued: and: reſpe&ted accortinntic 
- worth, excites and direQs the: Aﬀetions and Endeavours: in thatiorderanti.theaffiie: 
_ .» Proportionable to its Excellency, and-the* Difficulties: of: obtaining/it: 1: (Pherdthy, be 2 
naked eſtimation, and ſome delifes of : Eternal Happineſs ſitnply conſtderedy yerthe Wilt 
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remains incompleatand undetermiried in'its choice: | for the: 'End in cofijucdfiog wittehs 
Means is propounded to us, and the: carnal+ Man will hbt confett to: che: Means; :>HE 
diſlikes -the Holineſs of: Religion, and. will rather forfeit 'Heaven than: fubinic; to: fuck 
ſtrift terms. Tho with Baizars, 1n a fit of Devotion, he ſays,'0 chat 1 mighttbritht death 
of the Righteous, and that my laſt Enid might be like his; yet from Iridulgenceto his fenfd- 
al 'Inclinations, he will not live as the” Righreous, All his Wiſhes of:troe: Happineſs » 
are ſoon ſtrangled fon predominant love of fome Vanity. ./?Tis hid of i the [fraelires, 


they deſpifed the pleaſant Land, Pal. 106. 14. not abſolutely 1n-it ſelf, for it'was che Glory 

of - all Lands abounding with things for the ſupport and delight: of Man4j but confidering = 

1tsdiſtance, a Wilderneſs waſte and wild interpoling; and: the Enemies ita be encountred, 

they did not think it worthy of uorteoing fuch Hazards and Difficulties: The Land 

of Canaan was a Type of Heaven, both with reſpett co itsipleafantneſs, and the manner 

of the 1/raelites obtaining it. Their Title to it was derived fromthe rich Bounty of God, 

therefore *cis called the Land of Promiſe ; but it was to be poſlefs'd by Conqueſt; Thus 
"TTY the 
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the Celeſtial Canaaz is the pure Gift of God, but the aQtual enjoyment of it is obtained 
by victorious reliſtance againſt the Enemies of our Salvation. And Carnal Men deſpiſe 
this pleaſant Land, the Promiſe being 1nſeparably joined with Precepts of Duty and Obe- 
dience, from which they are averſe, But he that chuſes ſincerely, 1s joyful and vigorous 
in the uſe of means for acquiring his moſt deſired Good. Ardent AﬀeQtions, like Eljjah's 
Chariot of Fire, raviſh the Soul above this ſenſible World, to the place where God 
dwells in Glory, Zeal animates his Endeavours, as the Motion of the Heart diffuſes the 
Spirits into the Arteries, to convey Life to all parts of the Body. Ore thing ( faith the 
inflamed Pſalmiſt ). have I defired of the Lord, that will I ſeek after, that I may dwell in the 
Houſe of the Lord all the days of my Life, to behold the Beauty of the Lord, and to enquire 
in his Temple: The ſenſual Man is ranging abroad for fatisfaQtion, and ſhoots all the 
Game thatcroſſes tis Eye ; but the Soul that has a diſcovering Light, and feeling heat of 
the Divine Beauty, unites all its defiresin God, and with affeCtion to an Extaſy, longs for 
the enjoyment of him ; and the endeavours are in ſome proportion to the deſires. Our 
Saviour tells us, That from the days of John the Baptiſt until now, the K;ngdom of Heaven 
faffers violence, and the wiolent take it by force. Some previous Rays of the Sun of 
Ryghteduſneſs appeared in his Miniſtry, and produc'd ſuch a holy Ardency in thoſe Con- 
verts;' that with all reſolution, diligence and earneſtneſs, they {ought to be partakers of 
the Bleſſedneſs revealed. Lazy Deſires, eaſy Proſecutions, fupoith Attempts, diſcover 
that the Fleart is not throughly engaged for the ſpiritual Eternal Good. When the End 
is truly defigned, it will give Law to the AQtions. This is viſible in carnal worltly 
Men, how ſagacious, how follicitous are they to accompliſh their Ends and baſe Deſigns ? 
"They try'all ways, either by fine diſſimulation, or toilſom induſtry, to obtain their De- 
fires; - /No'time 1s too much in their gainful Afairs, or voluptuous Enjoyments. They 
zransform' the Night to lengthen out the Day for their Profit, they veil the Day to 
lengthen out the: Night for their Eaſe and Pleaſure, But, alas, Heaven is only regarded 
by the by 3-as'if the intelletual Soul were only given to dwell with the Body on Earth, 
the place of its Baniſhment, and dire& Afﬀairs here below, and not to lead in the way to | 


—— 


| $04 9 Of HEAVEN 


OI "II 


Heaven, the place of its Nativity, and prepare for another World. The Work of Sal- 
vation is followed with that remiſs degree of AﬀeCtion, as if it were a light matter 
whether performed or negleted. Theſe Perſons carry their Conviftion in their Boſoms ; 
For they are ardent and aCtiveto obtain interior and infinitely leſs concerning Ends, but 
with that cold application mind the ſuperior nobler End of Man, that it is wholly 
truſtrate, which plainly ſhews it was never ſeriouſly intended by them. 

.. The tight of Worldly Men fo aQtive and vigilant to proſecute their low Deſigns, 
ſhould quicken us to ſeek with greater diligence and alacrity the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and the Riglteonſneſs thereof, A Carnal Wretch, urged by the ting of a brutiſh De- 
fire, with what impatience doth he purſue the Pleafures of Sin that. are but for a ſeaſon ? 
An #mbitiousPerfon, with what an intemperate height of Paſſion does hechaſe a Feather ? 
A covetous Man, how greedily does he purſue the Advantages of the preſent World that 
paſſes away," 41d the Laſts thereof, Ah | how do they upbraid our indifferent Deſires, our, 
dull Delays and cold Endeavours, when ſuch a high Prize is ſet before us? Who is able 
ro:canceive-the raviſhing Pleaſure of the Soul when it firſt enters through the beautiful 
Gate of the Celeſtial Temple, and ſees the Glory of the Place, and hears a. Voice from the 
Throne, Enterinto thy Maſter's Joy, to be happy with him for ever ? The: ſerious belicf 
ot this will draw forth all our ative Powers in the Service of God. 

3. The ſincerity of our Heavenly Choice declares it ſelf in the temper and frame of 
our Hearts, with reſpect to all temporal Things in this World. For our main and happy 
End being eſtabliſhed, that it conſiſts not 1n ſecular Riches and Honours, and the Plea- 
ſures of Senfe,. bur in the clear Viſion of God, the bleſſedneſs of the Spirit ; it follows 
that all preſent things are in our uſe ſo far Good or Evil, and to be deſired or not, as they | 
are prottable or prejudicial ro our obtaining Salvation, as they condu& or divert us from | 
Heaven. A wife Chriſtian looks on temporal things not through the Glaſs of diſordered 
Paſſions, that are impetuous and impatient for what is grateful to them, but with refe- 
rence to his future Happineſs. He conſiders the train of Temptations that attend an exal- 
ced Condition, and deſires ſuch a portion of theſe things, as may redound to the Glory of 
the Giver, and be improved for his own Salvation. 'Lhis Purity of AﬀeCtions. our Savi- 

our teaches us : For in his Divine Form of Prayer, the true Directory of our Deſires, are 
ſer down 1n anadmirable order all things we are to pray for. And they reſpe& the End, 
or the Means; [The Endis the primary Obje of our Deſires; accordingly the two firſt 
Petitions concern our bleſſed End, as it reſpe&s God and our ſelves. We pray, Halowed 
.be thy Name, that is, by the reverence and adoration of all his SubjeQs : and, Thy Kjng- 
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dom come, that is, for the manifeſtation of his Eternal Glory in the next World, that we 
may reign with him. The Means in order to this End are of two forts. Some condutt 
to it by themſelves, thoſe are the good things deſired in the third and fourth. Petitions ; 
and ſome lead to it by accident, and thoſe are the freedom from Evils expreſsd inthe laſt 
Petition. The good _ deſired, either have a direCt influence upon our obtaining 
Happineſs; and they are ſumm'd up in our univerſal Obedience to God's Will, expreſs? 

in the third Petition, Let thy Will be done on Earth, as it is im Heaves : or they are ſuch as 
by way of ſubſerviency promote our Happineſs, and thoſe we pray for in the fourth Pe. 
tition, Give «us this day oar daily Bread, And *tis obſervable there is but one Petition for 
Temporal Bleſſings, and *tis the laſt in the order of thoſe that concern good things. And 
that ſingle Petition 1s ſo reſtrained, that *tis evident by its Tenour, that earthly things are 
not abſolutely good to be deſired for themſelves, but relatively and ſubordinately to our 


cternal Good. Daily Bread we muſt ask of our heavenly Father, the neceſſary ſupport 
of the preſent Life, without which we cannot exerciſe our internal or external Powers 
and Faculties in his Service ; but not Delicacies and Abundance for the luxurious Appes * 
tite. | | D 
The difference of Conditions in the preſent World is very great: as in Pharaoh's 
Dream, ſome Fars of Corn were ſo full arid weighty, that they bended with their 
weight ; others ſo thin and blaſted, that they were as Stubble for the Fire. Thus ſome 
abound in all Felicities poſſiblein this Life, others are chaſtened every Morning under various 
and continual Afliftions. Now this infallible Principle being planted in the Heart, that 
all preſent things are to be improved with reſpect to our future Happineſs, will moderate 
the AﬀeRions in Proſperity, 1o touſe the Wotld that we may enjoy God, and make us 
not only patient, but pleaſed in Adverſities, as they are preparatory for Heaven, - Og 
* TheOriginal of all the Sins and Miſery of Men, is their perverſe abuſe of things, by Frui et amore - 
turning the Means into the End, ſetting their AﬀeQtions of Love, Deſire, and Joy upon 2licujus rei 
ſenſible things, as their proper Happineſs, with inconſiderate negleQ of the f ititual __— ; 
eternal ſtate, to which all other things ſhould be ſubſervient. | As if one Liſcaſed and fi AE aw. 
ſickly in a Foreign Country, that could not poſſibly recover Health but in his Native Air, *7 9u0d in 
in his return thither, invited by the pleaſantneſs of the way, ſhould take up his reſidence 1d id how; hg 
init, and never arrive to his own Country. Among the Weſt Inazans ſome are * reported mas obtinen- 
to be ſwift in running, that no Horſe can keep pace with them ; and they have a conſtant = | 
Tule in their Diet, to eat of no Beaſt, or Bird or Fiſh that is ſlow in motion, fancying it chric. : 
would transfuſe a ſluggiſhneſs in them. The Chriſtian Life is by the Apoſtle compar'd * 4a: 5 
to a Race, and earthly things by an inſeparable. property of Nature load and depreſs the 
Soul, that it cannot with vigour run the Race ſot before it. The Believer therefore who. 
intends for the high prite of his Calling, and is true to his End, will be temperate in all things, 
Nay, he will not only be circumſpeCt, left they ſhould check with his great Deſign, but 
wide manages them in ſubſerviency to it. St. Paul charges them that are rich in this 
World, to do good, to be rich in good Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, lay- 
ing in ſtore for themſelves a good Foundation againſt the time to come, that they may lay hold 
"of eternal Life, 1 Tim. 6. 8 I9: ED : 
And the fixed aim at Heaven, as our Felicity, will reconcile an afflited ſtate to us. 
When temporal Evils are effeQtual means to promote our everlaſting Happineſs ; the. ami- 
ableneſs and excellency of the End changes their Nature, and makes thoſe Calamities 
that in themſelves are intolerable, to become light and eaſy, The Poor, the Moarners, 
the Perſecuted are bleſſed now, becauſe theirs is the” Kingdom of Heaven. The Apoſtle, 
thounder variety of ſharp Troubles, yet expreſles his ſenſe with that mitigation, as but 
lightly touch'd with them : as ſorrowful, but always rejoycing. From hence he tells us, 
that with unfainting Courage he proſecuted his glorious End, For oar light Afﬀiittions that 
arebut for a moment, work for us a far more exceeding weight of Glory, This ſerioully 
believed and conſidered, will make us underſtand the Harmony and Conſent of themo 
diſcordant parts of God's Providence. This will reconcile the ſeverity and roughneſs of 
his Hand, with the tender Compaſſions of his Heart towards his Servants; This will 
dry up Rivers of unprofitable Tears that flow from the AﬀiQted, and make the Croſs of 
Chriſt a light burden. For their heavieſt AMiQtions are not only conſiſtent with his 
Love, but the Effets of it are influential upon their Happineſs, We are- now toſs'd 
upon thealternate Waves of Time, but *tis that we may arrive at the Port, the bleſſ: 
Boſom of our Saviour, and enjoy a peaceful Calm ; and ſo we ſball be ever with the Lord; 
Words of infinite ſweetneſs ! This is the Song of our Proſperity, and the Charm of our 
Adverſity : Well might the Apoſtle add immediately after, Therefore comfort one another 


with theſe Words, Fa 
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4. T he ſincere Choice of Heaven as our final Happineſs, will make us aſpire to the 
greateſt height of Holineſs we are capable of 1n the preſent ſtate. For the End has al- 
ways a powerful Virtue to transform a Man into its Likeneſs: and Heaven is a ſtate of 
perte& conformity to the Holy God. This difference 15 obſervable between the Under- 
{tanding and the Will in their Operations : The Underſtanding in torming Conceptions 
of Things, draws the Object to it ſelf. The Will is drawn by the Objett it cluſes, and 
isalways faſhioning and framing the Soul into an intire conformity to it. Thus Carnal 
Obje&s, when propounded as the End of a Man, ſecretly imprint on him their Likeneſs ; 
his Thoughts, AﬀeCtions, and whole Converſation is Carnal. As the P/almiſt ſpeaks of 
the Worſhippers of Idols, they that make them are like unto them, ſo is every one that truſt- 
eth inthem : whatever we adore and eſteem, we are changed into its Image. Idolaters 
are ag ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, as the Idols to which they pay Homage. Thus when God is 
choſen as our ſupreme Good and laſt End, by converfing with him, the Image of his 
lorious Holineſs is derived on the Soul, and it becomes Godly : the Heart is , Kiſs by 

is attrative Excellencies, and the Life directed to him. This being a Point of great 
importance, I ſhall further prove and illuſtrate it. There is no deliberating about the 
degrees of that which is loved for it ſelf as our End. More or leſs may reſpe& the 
Means that are valued and uſed to obtain it, but the Love of the End is vaſt and unli- 


- mited. A Phyſician endeavours to recover his Patient to ſound and perfe&t Health, that 


being the End of his Art. He that ſeeks tor Honour or Riches, is not content with a 
Mediocrity of Succeſs, but drives on his Aﬀairs to the full period of his Defires. An 
ardent lover of Learning with a noble jealouſy ſtrives to excel others in Knowledg, In 
ſhort, no Man deſigns and longs for a thing as his Happineſs, but will uſe all diligence to 

ain the preſent and full poſſeſſion of it. Therefore it cannot be imagined that any Perſon 
Frcerely propounds the enjoyment of Heaven as his End, but Love will make 1 fer- 
vent and induſtrious to be as Heavenly as is poſſible here. He will firive by bleſſed and 
glorious Gradations, to aſcend to the perfeCtion of his Aims and Deſires, to be holy as God 


is holy in all manner of Converſation, to be pure as Chriſt is pure, We have an admirable 


inſtance of this in St. Paul, who declares, Brethren, I count not my ſelf to have apprehend- 
ed; bat this one thing I do, forgetting thoſe things which are behind, and reaching forth anto 
thoſe things which are before, I preſs toward the Mark, for the Prize 4 the high Calling of 
God in Chrijt Jeſus, Phil: 3. 13, 14. His Progreſs was great, yet that did not make him 
ſlack in the proſecution of his End. He laboured to attain the Precedent of our Saviour 
to feel the Power of his Death and Life, to apprehend Chriſt intirely and perfeQly as Chriſt 
had apprehended him. Fe was very ailigent to improve the Divine Image in his Heart and 
Life. | F 

From hence we may diſcover the vanity of their Hopes, that are of lukewarm Aﬀec- 
tionsin Religion, (the abhorr'd charaQter of Laodicea ) who eſteem it a prudent Principle, 
as convenient for their carnal eaſe and intereſt, not to be earneſt in following Holineſs. - 
Viees in mediocrity are tolerable with them, only the exceſs is condemned. They con- 
tent themſelves witha mediocrity in Religion, and are preſumptuous and ſecure, as the 
Church that ſaid, I am rich, and have Ms, of nothing. "They boaſt as if they had ſound. 
out the temperate Region between the burning Line and the frozen Pole. They account 
all that is above their degrees in Religion, to be furious or indiſcreet Zeal, and all below 
to be dead, cold Profaneneſs. They cenſure thoſe for Hypocriſy or unneceſſary Striftneſs, 
who are viſibly better, and ſtand upon proud Compariſons with thoſe who are viſibly 
worſe : And thus ſet off themſelves by taxing others. But how eaſily do Men deceive 
and damn themſelves? Can we have too much of Heaven upon the Earth ? Can we be- 
come too like God, when a perfe& conformity to him is our Duty and Felicity ? Indeed 
Moral Vertue conſiſts in a Mediocrity, not of the habitual Quality, but of the Aﬀe&ions 
and AQtions between the vicious extremities. Fortitude conſiſts in the mean between 
Cowardiſe, and raſh Boldneſs ; but how much the more confirm'd the courageous Habit. 
15, {o much the more a Man excels in that Virtue. Liberality conſiſts between an in- 


diſcreet Profuſeneſs, and ſordid Avarice ; Patience between a ſoft Delicacy, and ſtupid 


Inſenſibility. Thus Philoſophic Virtueglories in its Beauty as pure and intire, between 
two vicious Deformities. And the Religion of many is Paganiſm dreſt up in a Chriſtian 
Faſhion, But this Mediocrity only belongs to inferiour Vertues, that reipe& things of 
created limited Goodneſs, and is ZE according to the worth of their Nature. 
But divine Graces reſpeCt an Object ſupreamly Good, and their perfeftion conſiſts in 
their moſt excellent degrees, and the moſt intenſe AﬀeQions and Operations that are 
leading to it. Faith in its Obedience, Hope in its Aſſurance, Love in its Ardour can ne- 
verexceed. When the Objett is Infinite, a mediocrity is vicious. Humility can never 


: deſcend 


ARM 


And tho Men by impure Indulgencies pleaſe their ſenſual 


Ci Of NESPEN 


Cr "IR "A actin 


deſcend too low, nor Love aſcend too high : for refleQting upon our natural and; moral 
Imperie&tions, that we are raiſed from nothing, that we are defiled and debaſed with Sin, 
we cannot have too low thoughts of our ſelves. And fince God the. Sovereign Being, in- 
finite in PerfeCtions, and infinitely amiable, is the Obje&, no bounds or meaſure muſt be 


| ſet to our AﬀeCtions, but with all our united Powers, . all the Heart, and with all the Soal;. 


and with all the Mind, and with all the Strength, we muſt love him, and pleaſe him, and en- 
deavour to be beloved of him. RD Poe. | 
There are others will acknowledg their defets, and tell you they do not pretend to 
eminent SanCtity, to the Graces of the Apoſtles and ' Martyrs, nor aſpire to their degrees 
in Glory ; they are content witha lower place in Heaven, and leſs ſtrict Religion is ſuffici- 
ent for their purpoſe. This Deceit is ſtrengthned by Popery, that enervates and diſſolves 
many of our Saviour”s Precepts, by teaching they are not Laws obliging all Chriſtians to 
Obedience, that will attain to eternal Life, but Counſels of PerfeCtion : if they are not 
done, 'tis noSin ; and the performance of them merry Res to a. richer Crown, 
AﬀeRtions, yer by taſting Pur- 
oatory in the way, they may come to Heaven on eaſier terms, than a univerſal reſpe& to 
God's Commands, and an equal care to obſerve them. But Death will confute all theſe 
feeble wretched Pretences : for tho the Saintsabove ſhine with an unequal brightneſs, as 
the Stars differ in Glory ; yet none are there but Saints. And thoſe who do not mourn un- 
der their ImperfeCtions, and unfeignedly defire and endeavour to be better, were never 


really good. The ſlothful Servant that did not waſte but negle& to improve his Talent, 


was caſt into outer Darkneſs, There are different degrees of puniſhments in Hell, but 
the leaſt miſerable there are miſerable for ever. In ſhort, *tis a perfe& contradiQtion, a 
Prodigy, for any Man to think he is ſincere in his Choice, and prepar'd in his AﬀeRQions 
for the pure glorious Felicity in Heaven, that does not labour to cleanſe himſelf from all 
pollutions of Fleſh and Spirit, and to perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God, 
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The Choice of Heaven muſt be early, im the prime of our days. The Choice muſt be 
conſtant. Saving perſeverance includes the permanent reſidence of Grace in the 
Soul, and the exerciſe of it, and progreſs towards Perfetion, Perſeveranse is 
required, notwithſtanding all Temptations that may allure or terrify us from our 
Duty. Saving Perſeverance excludes not all Sins, but total Apoſtacy and final 
Impenitency, The ſmcerity of Obedience is diſcovered by its Conſtancy, A cor- 
rupt Confidence, er a Vicious dejeftion of Spirit, the truſting m our ſelves, and 
diſliruſting God, are equally pernicious to the ſtability of a Chriſtian. 


we”! HE choice of Eternal Felicity muſt beearly, in the prime of our days. The 


rule of our Duty, and Reaſon binds us to remember our Creator in our Touth, to 


2 
pay to him the firſt fruits of our Time and Strength, When weare ſurrounded with in- 
ticing Objes, and the Senſes are entire hs yen ry to enjoy them, wheri the ele&. 
ing Powers are in their vigour, then *tis juſt we ſhould live to God, obey him as our 
Lawgiver, and prefer the fruition of him in Heaven, the reward of Obedience, before 
all the pleaſures of Vanity. *Tis very honourable and pleaſing to God to give the Heart to 
him, when the Fleſh and the World ſtrongly ſolicit to withdraw it. ?T'is a high endear- 
ment of the Soul to him, when his Excellencies are prevalent in the Eſteem and AﬀeCtions 
above all the Charms of the Creatures. And tis an unſpeakable fſatisfaQtion to the Spirit 
of a Man, to declare the truth and ſtrength of his Love to God, by deſpiſing Temptations 
when they are moſt inviting, and the Appetite is eager for the enjoyment of them. But 
alas ! how many negle& their Duty, and defer their Happineſs ? They think it too ſoon 
to live for Heaven before the evil Days come, wherein they ſhall have no pleaſure ; when they 
cannot ſin, and vainly preſume they can repent. The danger of this I haveconſider'd in 
the Diſcourſe of Death, and ſhall therefore proceed to the next Head. | 


34ly. Our Choice of Heaven muſt beconſtant and laſting 
The 


oo, wx 


The two principal Rules of the Spiritual Life are to begin and end well: to fix and 
-ftabliſh che main Deſign for everlaſting Happineſs, and from a determinate Reſolution 
and ratified Purpoſe of Heart, to purſue it with firmneſs and conſtancy : to live for Hea- 
ven, and with readineſs and courage to die for it, if the Glory of God ſorequire. Per- 
ſeverance is indiſpenſably neceſſary in all that will obtain the Eternal Reward, 


For the clearing this moſt important Point, T will, 


Firſt, Repreſent from Scripture the Idea of Perſeverance, that is attended with Sal. 


vation. | : | 
Secondly, Conſider why *tis fo ſtriftly required. 


Firſt, Saving Perſeverance includes the permanent reſidence of Grace in the Soul : ?Tis 


compoſed of the whole Chain of Graces, the union of holy Habits that are at firſt in- 
faſed intoa Chriſtian by the ſanQifying Spirit. When Eternal Life is promiſed to Faith, 
or Love, or Hope, *tis upon ſuppoſal that thoſe Graces being planted in the Heart, ſhall 
finally proſper. . He that is faithful to the Death, ſhall inherit the Crown of Life, Rev. 2. 
"Tis Love that never fails, 1 Cor. 13. that {hall enter into Heaven. *Tis Hope firm unto 
the End, that ſhall be accompliſhed in a glorious Fruition. If Grace be diffeiſed by a 
uſurping Luſt, Apoſtacy will follow, and the forfeiture of our right in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. © - ; | 

2. Grace muſt be continually drawn forth into exerciſe according to our ſeveral ſtates 
and duties, and the various occaſions that happen in our courſe through the World. 
Thoſe who are Light in the Lord, are commanded to walk as Children of the Light ; to ſignify 
the excellency and purity of the Chriſtian Life. Thoſe who live in the Spirit, muſt walk in 
the Spirit ; that is, by a conſpicuous courſe of Holineſs declare the vigour and efficacy of 
the divine Principle that is communicated to them. Paulum ſepulte diſtat inertie celata 
virtas : Vertue that breaks not forth 'into viſible Actions, is not worthy of the Name. 
The meer abſtaining from evil is not ſufficient, but all the poſitive acts of the holy Life 
are to be conſtantly done. In diſcharging both theſe parts of our Duty, compleat Reli- 
gion is expreſt, and the power of Grace conſiſts. 


3. Perſeverance includes not only continuance in well-doing, but fervour and progreſs 


towards Perfeftion. There are two fix'd States, the one in Heaven, the other in Hell. - 
The bleſſed Spirits above are arrived to the height of Holineſs. The Devil and damned 


Spirits are ſunk to the loweſt extremity of Sin. But in the middle ſtate here, Grace in 
the Saints is a riſing growing Light ; and 'Sin in the Wicked improves every day, like 
Poiſon in a Serpent, that becomes more deadly by his Age. We are injoined not to re- 
main in our firſt ImperfeQtions, but to follow Holineſs to the utmoſt iſſue of our Lives, to 
its intire conſummation. For this end all the Diſpenſations of Providence muſt be im- 


proved, whether proſperous or affliting, And the Ordinances of the Goſpel were ap- - 


pointed, that in the uſe of them we may be changed into the arvine Image from Glory to 
Glory. 

| 4. Perſeverance is required notwithſtanding all Temptations that may allure or terrify 

us from our Duties ; whatever affeQs us one way or other, while we are clothed with 


frail Fleſh. *Tis the fundamental Principle of Chriſtianity declared by our Saviour, If 


any Man will come after me, that is, be my Diſciple and Servant, /et him deny himſelf, and 
take up his Croſs, and follow me ; even tobe crucified with him, rather than wiltully forfeit 
* Natator his Integrity and Loyalty to Chriſt, He muſt by a * ſacred fixt reſolution deveſt himſelf 
amnem inter” of all things, even the moſt valued and deſirable in the preſent World, and actually for- 
NG, ae ſake them, nay entertain what is moſt diſtaſteful, and reſiſt «nts Blood, rather than deſert 


tur, nec ma- his Duty. | 


men noc ranto . [EO | . » . 3 * . - . 
gen Ho 1, He muſt with unfainting Patience continue in doing his Duty, notwithſtanding all 


quod ſe diſpo- Miſeries and Calamities, Loſſes, Diſgraces, Torments, or Death it ſelf, which wicked 
mY ER Men, and greater Enemies, the Powers of Darkneſs, can inflict upon him. To them who 
torius Corpo- OJ P4rient continuance in well domg, ſeek for Glory, Honour and Immortality, Eternal Life is 
ris niſu cor- Promiſed, Rom. 2. He that endures to the end (notwithſtanding the moſt terrible Suffer- 
reneis 1mPe- 1ngs to Which he is expoſed for Chriſt's ſake) ſhall be ſavea, Mart. 10.22. In this a 
rum ſcindar TY 

& 1aborem. Chriſtian muſt be the expreſs Image of his Saviour ; who for the Joy that was ſet before him, 
naratjonis ex- endured the Croſs, deſpiſed the Shame, and is ſet down at the right Hand of God, Diſgrace 
a} and Pain are Evils that humane Nature has a moſt tender ſenſe of ; yet the Son of God, 
0; with a divine generoſity and conſtancy, endured them in the ene degrees. He was 


ſcorn'd as a feigned King, and a falſe Prophet. He ſuffered a bloody Death, and by the 
Croſs 
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Croſs aſcended to Glory. And we muſt follow him, it we deſire to be where he M 
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2. But this is not the only trial of a Chriſtian. Proſperity is a niore dangerous Enemy 
to the Soul, tho Adverſity be more rigorous. 


Sevi0r Aarmis * 
Incambit laxaria. Juven. 


For the Spirit is excited by Perils and Difficulties to ſeck to God for Strength, and with 
vigilant reſolute Thoughts unites all its Powers to oppoſe them ; but *tis made weak and 
careleſs by what is grateful to the ſenſual Inclinations. It keeps cloſe the Spiritual Ar- 
mour in the open encounter of Dangers that threaten its ruin, but is inticed to put it off by 
the carefſes and blandiſhments of the World. It does not ſee its Enemies under the dif- 
guiſe of a pleaſant Temptation. Thus Sin infinuates it ſelf, and by ſtealing ſteps gets 
into the Throne without obſervation. _A Man 1s wounded with a pleaſant Temptation; 
as with the Plague that flies in the dark, and Grace 1s inſenſibly weaken'd. From hence 
it is, that Adverſity often reforms the Vicions, and Proſperity corrupts the Virtuous. 
Now Perſeverance muſt be of proof againſt Fire and Water, againſt whatever may ter- 
rify or allure us from our Duty. _ | 
5. Saving Perſeverance excludes not all Sins, but total Apoſtacy, and final Impeniten- 

cy, which are fatal and deadly under the New Covenant. If the Righteous turneth away 
from his Righteouſneſs, and committeth Priqui, and doth according to all the Abominations 
that the wicked Man doth, ſhall he live ? all his Righteouſneſs that he hath done ſhall not be 
mentioned ; in his Treſpaſs that he hath treſpaſſed, and in his Sin that he hath ſinned, he ſhall 
die, Exck. 18, 24. If any Man draw back, my Soul ſhall have no pleaſure in him, ſaith rhe 
Lord, Heb. 10. 38, Theſe Threatnings imply, there is a poſſibility of the Saints falling 
away conſidered in themſelves ; but not that they are ever totally deferted by the Holy 
Spirit, and left under the reigning power of Sin. The Threatniogs are intended to a- 
waken their Care, and are Preſervatives of them from Ruin, and have a ſingular ioflu- ; 
ence on their Perſeverance. A vigilant and cautious Fear eſtabliſhes the certainty of 

their Hope, Indeed from the Reliques of weakneſs and corruption in the Saints, they 

ſomerimes aQually fall into preſumptuous Sins, and by rebellious Relapſes wound Con- 

ſcience, and let out much of the vital Spirits, their Graces and Comforts. But tho the 

Divine Nature in them is miſerably waſted by ſuch Sins, yet *tis not aboliſh'd. As after 

the Creation of Light, there was never pure and total Darkneſs in the World. Grace 

does not conſiſt-in a Point, but is capable of Degrees. The new Creature may decline 

in Beauty and Strength, yet Life remain. Between a lively and a dead Faith, there may 

be a fainting Faith ; as in St. Perer, for certainly our Saviour was heard in his Prayer for 

him, that his Faith ſhould not fail in his dreadtul Tempration. The Saints do not by a 

particular fall extinguiſh the firſt living Principles of Obedience, Faith and Love; nor 

change their laſt end by an entire turning from God to the World. In ſhort, a ſingle a& 

of Wickedneſs does not reduce them into a ſtate of Unregeneracy : for *tis not the mat- 

ter of the Sin ſingly conſidered, but the diſpoſition of the Sinner that denominates him. 

If Grace in the Saints ſhould utterly periih, as ſome boldly aſſert, their Recovery would 

be impoſſible : For the Apoſtle tells us, that if thoſe who were enlightned, and had taſted 

of the Heavenly Gift, that had been under ſome common Workings and lower Operations 

of the Spirit, if ſuch fall away aniverſaly, and live in a courſe of Sin oppoſite to their for« 

mer illuminations and reſolutions, it is impoſſible to renew them by Repentance ; how 

much more then if thoſe who were truly ſanified by the Holy Spirit, ſhould intirely 

loſe all thoſe gracious Habits planted in them in their Regeneration ? But David, tho 

guilty of Adultery and Murder, Sins of ſo foul a nature as would diſhonour Paganiſm 

it ſelf, and »wade the Enemies of God to blaſpheme, was reſtored by Repentance. The 

Goſpel propounds a Remedy, not only for Sins committed before Converſion, but after. it; 

If any Man fin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteogs. God 

does not revoke the Adoption, nor reverſe the Juſtification of a Believer, but upon ſcan- 

dalous diforders, the effteQs of Juſtification are ſuſpended with reſpe& to the new con- 

trated Guilt, till there be ſincere and aQtual Repentance., He is not dilinherited, but his 

Right to the Kingdom of Heaven is eclipſed as to the comfortable ſenſe of it, nay ſuſpend- 

ed, till by Renovation he is qualified and made fit for the enjoyment of that pure Inhe- 

ritance. - For thoſe Sins which are a juſt cauſe of excommunicating an Offender from rhe 

Church on Earth, would exclude him from the Kingdom of Heaven without Repen- 

tance. Our Saviour tells us, what is bound on Earth, tis ratified in Heaven, And the Apo« | 

tle expreſly declares of thoſe kinds of Sin for which Profeſſors muſt be removed from the 
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ho Communion of Saints here, that they arean excluſive Bar from the Kingdom of Heaven. 
But I have written to you, not to keep Company, if any that is called a Brother be a Fornicator, 
or Covetous, 'or an Idolater, or a Railer, or a Drunkard, Or ans Extortioner ; with ſach 4 one, 
no not toeat, 1 Cor.5.11. And know ye not that the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kjngdom 
of God ? Be not deceived : neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Effeminate, 
nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Extortioners ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
God, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. If one that is truly a Child of God fall into any of theſe Sins, till 
by an extraordinary Repentance he is prepared for Pardon, he cannot obtain it, nor have 
4 comfortable hope of entring into Heaven, For only thoſe who are Jaſtified, are glorified, 
Indeed it is not imaginable where the Seed of God remains, the vital Principle of Grace, as 
it does in all that are born of God, but that notorious Sins that cannot be concealed from 
the view of Conſcience, will cauſe ſtings and ſorrows proportionable to their malignity, 
and conſequently a hatred and forſakingof them. Now Perſeverance principally reſpects 
the End of our Courſe : There may be interruptions in the way for a time ; but if with 
renewed Zeal and Diligence we proſecute our bleſſed End, we ſhall not fall ſhort 
of it. | 


Secondly, 1 come now to conſider the ſecond thing propounded, The Reaſon why Per- 
ſeverance is requiſite in all that will obtain Erernal Life; and 'tis this, That their Sinceri- 
ty may be diſcovered by conſtancy in Obedience under all Trials. Bleſſed is the Man that 
endures Temptation, for when he is tried, he ſhall receive theC YON of Life, which the Lord 
hath promiſed to them that love him, The Law required unſinning Obedience as the Con- 
dition of Lite, the Goſpel accepts of Sincerity ; but if that be wanting, there 1S no Pro- 
miſe that gives right to the Reward, Now Sincerity implies ſuch an entire Love of God, 
as makes a Perſon ſubmit to all Duties commanded in his Law, and all Trials appointed 
by his Providence. A high Example we have of this in Abraham, when he was com- 
manded to offer up his only Son 1ſaac, and by his own Hands, for a Burnt-offering. 
This was to kill a double Sacrifice at one Blow ; for the Life of Abraham was bound up in 
Iſaac: he lived in him more dearly than in himſelf ; all his Joy, all his Poſterity by Sarah 
had died in Iazc. What reſentments, what reſiſtance of Nature did he ſuffer ? yet 
preſently he addreſs'd himſelf to perform his Duty. Whoever ſaw a more glorious Viato- 
ry overall the tender and powerful Paſſions of humane Nature ? O unexampled Obedi- 
ence ! being an Original without any Precedent to imitate, and without a Copy to ſuc- 
ceed it. After this clear infallible Teſtimony of his Sincerity, the Angel declar'd from 
Heaven, Now I know that thou feareſt God, ſeeing thou haſt not withheld thy Son, thine on- 
ly Son from me. And tis ſaid concerning the followers of the Lamb, that they lowed not 
their Lives unto the Death. The Loveot Chriſt that animated them in all their Sufferings, 
was ſweeter than Life, and ſtronger than Death. | 

Indeed there was a wonderful difference in the behaviour of the Martyrs under Suffer- 
iogs, but in all the ſame Perſevering Grace was evident, tho working variouſly. Some 
in the moſt beautiful Flower of their Age encounter'd Fire and ' Sword, Tormenters and 
Torments, with that ſenſible Joy, with thoſe Songs of Praiſe to Chriſt, as if they ſaw 
the Heavens open with St, Stephen, and their Saviour ready to receive and crown them. 

Hom). 5. de But many others, as Chryſoſtom teſtifies, went to the Tribunals, to the Theatres, to 

me i Death, with many appearances of Fear. Upon hearing the wild Beaſts roar, they were 
ſtruck with horror ; at the ſight of the Executioners and the Inſtruments of Torment, they 
were pale and trembling. 'The Fleſh ſeem'd to cry out, O /et this Cup paſs from me ; 
yet weak and faint, it followed the Spirit, that correed the natural deſire, with ot 
my Will, but thine be done, As the Moon in Eclipſe, tho obſcure, yer goes on in a regular 
courſe, as when *tis full of Light by the refleQtion of the Sun': ſo thoſe deſolate Martyrs, 
tho as it were forſaken, and deprived of the bright Beams of Comfort, yet perſever'd in 
their Profeſſion of the Truth. When one Word to renounce Chriſtianity would have 
ſaved them, no Torments could force it from them, but they patiently endured all. 
Now 1n theſe the Combat of Nature was viſible, and the admirable Power of Grace. 
They firſt overcame their own Fears, the reluQancy of thecarnal part, their AﬀeCion to | 
whatever 1s deſirable in the World, which is the nobleſi Victory, and then the Cruelty of 
their Perſecutors. In them was verified the Teſtimony of the Spirit, Here is the patience 
of the Saints: Here are they that keep the Command of God and the Faith of 
"Jas," © 1. 

4 how many appear faithſul while their Faith is not to be ſhewed by difficult Works, 

and proved by Sufferings? The Seed that fell on the ſtony Ground, ſprang up. as hopeful 

as the Sced in the good Ground at firſt ; but when Tribulation came, it wither'd away, 


wanting 


* 
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wanting the Root of Sincerity. And that which was ſown among Thorns, was 
chok'd by the Cares and Pleaſures of the World, Some Lult in the Heart interweaves 
with the AﬀeCtions, and cauſes Apoſtacy. How many from glorious Beginnings have 
made a lamentable End ? not only mercenaries in Religion, whoſe Zeal is a foreign Com- 
plexion, not ſpringing from an inward Principle of Life and Health, relinquiſh even the 
profeſſion of Godlineſs, when their Gain ceaſes ; but ſome who have thought themſelves 
ſincere, yet in times of Danger their Reſolutions, like the Morning-dew, have ſuddenly 
vaniſh'd, As the fooliſh Builder that computed not the Charges of his deſigned Work, be- 
gan to raiſe a magnificent StruAure, but unable to finiſh it, laid the Foundation 1n his 
own Shame. They repented their Choice of Heaven when they ſaw what it muſt coſt 
them, and would ſave the World with the loſs of their Souls. . 

Others that began in the Spirit, and with raiſed AﬀeCtions ſet out in the ways of God- 
lineſs, yet by the allurements of ſenſual Luſts and Temptations, (and therefore with 


greater * Guilt ) leave their firſt Love, and end in the Fleſh. They fall from high + qu. jnicr 
Profeſſions, but, deceived by ſoft Pleaſure, feel not the Fall. Theſe werenever ſincere, and venia in om- 
never had a Right to Heaven, They took up ſudden Reſolutions, not grounded in feri- _ _—_ 
ous and deep Thoughts, and for a flaſh were hot and aQtive, but with great. levity re- rius, an quam 
turn totheir former Luſts. 'The Apoſtle tells us of ſuch, 1: had been better for them they invicus pecca- 
had not known the Way of ighteouſneſs, than to turn back and voluntarily to bop it. alles nag 
"Tis obſerved that boiling Water taken off from the Fire, congeals more ſtrongly than quanca com- 
that which was never heated: becauſethe ſubtile Parts being evaporatyd by the Fire, the —_ 
more terreſtrial Parts remaining are more capable of Cold. So thoſe who have fel the & genera rm, 
Power of the Word in their Aﬀte&tions, and afterwards loſe that holy Hear, become more rum? Quis 
harden'd in their Sins. God juſtly withdraws his Grace, and the evil Spirit that ,,Pc:fhun 
was expelled for a time, returns with Seven worſe, and aggravates bis Ty- vexars,an qui 
ranny. ED eleftarus 2- 
To conclude ; Since the certainty of Salvation is conditional, if. we perſevere ina ho- mana _— 
ly State, let us beware of a corrupt Confidence, and a vicious Dejetion of Spirit, the «ret doluic, 
truſting in our ſelves, or diſtruſting God. To prevent the truſting in our ſelves, ;,;dorech” 
conſider, | | : fir? Tert, de 
1. The moſt excellent Creatures are by the inſtability of Nature liable to defeQtion, Prdicir: 
ſubje& to- a corruptive change. Of this the fallen Angels are a dreadful Example, 
who of their own motion, untempted, finned in Heaven. 
2. The Danger 1s greater of Dc; away, when BY are urged and ſolicited by a 
violent or grateful Temptation. Thus our firſt Parents fell, and loft more Grace iu an 
Hour, than can be recovered by their Poſterity in all Ages, to the end of the 
World. 
Fi Whea there is ſuperventent Corruption in the Creature, that inclines them with ear- 
neſt propenſity to forbidden Things, and takes Flame from every Spark, the Danger is 
extreme. Like a beſieged City that is 1n great hazard of taking, by Afſaults from with- 
out, and Conſpiracies | 5 within. Let us therefore be very watchful over our Hearts 
and Senſes, and keep as much as 1s poſſible at a ſafe diſtance from Temptations ; and be 
very diligent in the uſe of all holy Means to confirm and fortify our Reſolutions for 
Heaven. God promiſed to Hezekiah fifteen Years, but not to preſerve his Life by Mira- 
cle ; he was obliged to repair the waſtings of Nature by daily Food, and to abſtain from 
what was noxious and deſtructive to his Body. The Apoſtle excites Chriſtians to work out 
their own Salvation with fear aud trembling ; for it is God that works in them to will and to do Pecos. ng 
of his good pleaſure. Let him that ſtands take heed leſt he fall, None are a more eaſy con- quoniamquem 


ormidoloſa 


queſt ro the Tempter than thoſe who preſume upon their own ſtrength. We ſhould be ine 


| always jealous of our ſelves, from the fad Examples of Apoſtacy in every Age. + St. An pompa non 


broſe teſtifies from his own knowledg, that many after the courageous enduring of crue] *rruir,nec di- 


Torments for Religion, the tearing open their Sides that their Bowels appeared, and the = pole 
burning of ſome parts of their Bodies ; yet when led forth to finiſh the /; iHory of Faith, nec _ardentes 

tobe a triumphant Spectacle to 's; and Men, when the bleſſed Rewarder was ready to —_—— g oft 
put the Martyrs Crown on their Heads, at the ſight of their mourning Wives and Chil- ciw.'inis vigo- 


dren in the way, were overcome by Pity, the weakeſt AﬀeCtion, and fail'd in the laſt a&t ** #bducere 
of Chriſtian Fortitude. We muſt pray io oF wry with all Might, according to his 51 inert, 
glorious Power, unto all patience and long-ſuffering with joyfulneſs. For fome may vigo- cra pramia 
rouſly reſiſt one ſort qt Temptation, and render themſelves to orhers, And if finally , 
vanquiſh'd by one of thoſe Enemies, weloſe our Victory and Crown. mane? re 7 


AndasPreſumprtion betrays the Soul into the Devils Sqares, fo a vicious deje&ion of ne, miſcrabili 


Pirit from a diſtruſt of Relief from God in our Difficulties, and his aſſiſtance with our un- or eo gg 
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feigned endeavours for Salvation 1s very pernicious. For this damps Induſtry, and cauſes 
either a total neglect, or uncomfortable uſe of Means for that End, Many Chriſtians 
conſidering their Graces are weak, their Nature fickle and .apt to revolt, are ready (as 
David ſaid, One day I ſhall periſh by the Hand of Saul) to conclude ſadly of the Iſſue of 
their Condition. To encourage ſuch, let them conſider, that Perſeverance is not only a 


Condition, but a a ay of the Covenant of Grace; for that aſſures us of ſupply of 


ſpiritual ſtrength to the fincere Believer for performing the Condition it requires. In- 
deed if Grace were the mere produCQ of Free-will, the moſt fervent Reſolutions would 
vaniſh into-a Lie, upon the Aſſault of an overpowering Temptation. As Hezekiah ac- 
knowledged, that the Aſſjrian Kings had deſtroyed rhe Gods of the Nations that were no 
Gods, but Idols, the Work of Mens Hands, But ſanQtifying Grace is the effeCt of the Ho- 
ly Spirit ; and. he that begizs that good'Work in the Saints, will perform it until the day of 
Teſs Chriſt, He that inclin'd them joyfully to chuſe'the Spiritual Eternal Good, will 
bind their unconſtant Hearts, that by a. faithful adherence they ſhall cleave to their Duty 
and Felicity. God hath moſt graciouſly declared, T will pat my Spirit into their Hearts, 
that they [ball never depart from me. "The Promiſe 1s founded in the unchangeable Love 
of God to his People. Were God, as Man, ſubject to Variation, there might be Jealou- 
ſies in Believers, leſt they ſhould loſe his good Will : As thoſe who depend on Princes, are 
{uſpiciqus left -from the natural inconſtancy of the human Will, a new Favorite ſhould 
ſupplant them. Bur whom God loves, he loves to the End, The Apoſtle 4- b for the 
Theſſalonians, that God would preſerve them blameleſs until the coming of Chriſt ; by this 
conſideration, Vaur i he that calleth you, he will do it.” He ſpeaks of the Internal Call, 
that opens the Heart, and overpowers all Reſiſtance, . As when the Angel came with a 
Light ſhining in the Priſon to St. Peter, and ſtruck Fim on the fide, bid him ariſe quick- 
ly, looſed his Chains, and led him through the Guards; open'd the” Doors, and reſtored 
him to Liberty. The effeQuual calling of a Sinner is the viſible and infallible Effe& of 
eleting Mercy ; and God is unchangeable in his. own purpoſe, and faithful to his Pro- 


- Miſes of bringing all ſuch by SanQ1 cation to Glory. The ſame Apoſtle tells the Saints 


at Corinth, "That the Redeemer would. confirm them to the End : God i aithful, b 
whom ye are called, Grace that was at firſt inſpir'd,' is continually aQtuated by the Spi- 
rit, who is ſtiled the Earneſt of the Saints Inheritance. So that whereas the Angels that 
excell'd in ſtrength, kept not their firſt ſtate of Purity and Glory, but are ſunk into 
Corruption and Miſery ; yet true humble Believers, tho weak, and encompa(ſs'd with 
many Difficulties, ſhall be preſerved from deſtruftive Evil, and raifed- to an unchange- 
able Eſtate of PerfeQtion. This 1s as truly admirable, as if the Stars ſhould fall from 
Heaven, and Clods of Earth aſcend and ſhine in the Firmament. The Apoſtle, who 
acknowledged hi inſufficiency of himſelf to think a good Thought ; yet triumphantly de- 
clares, I can do all things (within the compaſs of his Duty) through Chriſt that ſlrengthens 
»e, The Love, Fidelity, and Power of God, are a ſure Fountain of Aſſiſtance to 


every Chriſtian, that ſincerely reſolyes and endeavours to proſecute his laſt and blef- 
led End, | | 
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and carnal Good in order to Choice, the Will is to be dire&ed b 
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CHAP. XL 


Direftions to fix the Choice aright. The danger from the Senſes and the Fancy, of 
perverting our Choice, The power of Fancy conſidered. The carnal affe&ions 
are the worſt Counſellors. The Senſes amd Carnal Affeftions are uncapable of 
apprebending Spiritual things ; they are deceitful and very numerous and clamorous; 
The general example of Men is corruptive of our Judgments about worldly things. 
'Tis fooliſh to be direfied by the Multitude in an affair of Eternal moment., The 


univerſal. Judgment of worldly Men in their laſt ſerious Hours, is conſiderate, and 
to be believed. " | | 


Shall now come to the DireCtions how to fix our Choice aright. 
This is'a matter of everlaſting Conſequence; it therefore becomes us with the moſt 
intenſe application of Mind to conſider it, and according to the advice of Wiſdom, to 
keep the Heart with all diligence ; for out of it are the iſſues of Life. PO 
Indeed the choice were not difficult between lying Vanities and ſubſtantial Bleſſedneſs, 
if uncorrupted Reaſon had the ſuperiour ſway : but in this lapſed ſtate of Nature, the 
Underſtanding and Will areſo depraved, that preſent things pleaſing to Senſe, 'raviſh the 
Heart into a Compliance. Men are deceived, not compelled into ruin : the ſubtile Se- 
ducer prevails by fair Temptations. This will be evident by refleQting upon the frame 
and compoſition of Man, as he conſiſts of Spirit, Soul and Body, and the manner of his 
acting. The Spirit is the intelleQtive diſcerning Faculty; the Seat of Reaſon, capable to 
compare and judg of the qualitiesof things, and foreſee their iſſues. The Body includes 
the lower Faculties, the Senſes, Fancy- and Paſſions, that are converſant about preſent 
things. The Soul 1s the Will, the principle of EleQion, in the midſt of the other; as 
the Centreto which all their Addreſſes low, Now upon the age 9e0: of the ſpiritual 
y the Mind, and by its 
own Authority to rule the lower Paſſions. But alas! the Mind hasloft its primitive Light 
and Purity, Vigilance and Integrity, negleQts its mm and from Ignorance, Error and 
carnal Prejudices often pleads for the Fleth : and the Will, the rational Appetite, is volun- 
tarily ſubordinate, and inſlaved by the Senſitive. From henceit is, that in the competition, 


Heaven with all its Glory is'deſpiſed, and the preſent World embrac'd. To open this 


more particularly, conſider : I - TORTS | 

7. The Senſes can only taſte and enjoy groſſer dreggy Pleaſures. = 12. 

2. The Fancy that depends upon them 1n its Operations, ' and is guided by their Report, 
conceives of Felicity only under the notion of ſenſitive Pleaſure. © We may illuftrate this 
by the practice of * Aretiasa Painter, recorded with infamy, who being often imployed * Flagitio in- 
to paint the Goddeſſes to be ſer in the Pagan Temples, always drew their PiQtures by the on per | 
Faces and Complexions of his Harlots, that the ObjeQs of his impure Love might have nz amore fla- 
Veneration, and a Divinity attributed to them, under the Titles, and pretence of Myer. £95, &£obid 
va, Juno, Diana, andthe other Goddeſſes ador'd by the Heathens. 'This- Irtipiety th OI 
an Idolater, is reſembled by Men who fancy: Happineſs ( that is'a ſpiritual: divine Per- imagine. Iraq; 
fection enjoyed in the glorious Viſion of God') to be-a carnal Fruitipn, and having with em  - 
ſenſible Colours and Lineaments repreſented it agreeable to their brutiſh Faculties, "Plie. 
place it in their Hearts, and ſacrifice all their Thoughts, AﬀeQtions, and Service to 


5 


It, | | 
'The Fancy is very powerful in Men upon a double account. e2Lft 
x, . The Underſtanding naturally receives the Notions of Things by Phantaſms that are 
full mixing in its Contemplations. While the Soul is confined to a Tabernacle of Fleſh, 
it apprehends go Obje& without the precedent excitation of the Senſes. From whence 
It is impoſſible, thar a Perſon abſolutely deprived of Sight from his Birth, ſhould have an 
Idea of Light, or Colours ; or that is born deaf, ſhould conceive'what Sound is; the 


Senſe never having imparted an account of .it to them. | And the Image of the Obje& is 


Not immediately tranſmitted from the Senſe ro the Mind, bur firſt to'the Imagination, 
that prepares it for its view. And from hence the ſenſual Fancy is :ſo minant- in 
{waying the Judgment, and inclining the'Will. As thoſe Counſellors of State that have 


the Ear of the Prince, and are continually with. him; by ſpecious Informations, and-dif- 
: d,« 


"+ guiſing 
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guiſing Truth, influence him to approve or reject Perſons and Things according to the 
various AſpeQts given by them. The ſame Object propounded in a dark confuſed manner, 
weakly moves us; but varniſht and beaurified with lively and pleaſant Colours by the 
Imagination, is armed with ſuch Power that raviſhes the eſteem of the Mind, and con- 
ſent of the Will, Now Celeſtial Happineſs being purely Spiritual, ſuch as Eye hath not 
ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor entred into the Heart of Mas to conceive, tho ſome diſcoveries be 
made of it by Revelation, yet the Imagination makes ſuch an obſcure detraCting Idea of 
it, that” it afteAs no more, than a dead Shadow drawn in ſome impertect Lines of an 
exquiſite Beauty. But when the Fancy is warmed and enlivened by the # 1 nous of ſen- 
f biz Objefts, it makes a vigorous impreſſion of them upon the Mind, and that repreſents 


; 
the PiQtures of Pleaſure as very lovely and delightful to the Will, which preſently im-_ 


braces them. 

2. The Fancy has a marvellous force upon the ſenſitive Appetite, that eagerly deſires 
what is repreſented as pleaſant, tho the enlightned Mind ſees through the Temptation, 
and knows *tis a mere Dream, that brings neither ſolid nor durable Joy. One ina Fever 
is pleaſed by - imagining Fountains and Streams, tho he knows that unaginary Waters 

cannot quench his Thirſt, nor afford the leaſt real Refreſhment. Now the ſenſitive Ap- 
| petite being inflany'd by the Fancy, imparts a contagious Fire to the Will, and that indu- 
ces the Mind, either to concur with it, and palliate the deceit, and to judg favourably 
according, to its Inclinations, or rtiakes it ſlack or remiſs in its Office, diverting the 
Thoughts from what might controul the Appetite ; or if the Underſtanding ſtill contra- 
dicts, yet 'ris in fo cold and ſpeculative a manner, that the Law of the Members rebels 
goioſ the Superior Light, andis too ſtrong for the Law of the Mind, and that Saying 1s 
Verined,. | | | 


Video meliora proboq; 
 Deteriora ſequor, ' 


1 ſee what is worthy to be choſen; but purſue what is to be abborr'd, Thus miſerably 
weak are the rational-guiding Powers in Man fince his Fall, thus imperiousand violent the 
brutiſh Faculties. Ia ſhort, Illuſion and, Concupiſcence are the principal Cauſes why the 
moſt noble and divine Good is undervalued and rejected in compariſon of inferior trank- 
tory Vanities. O the cheap Damnation of beguiled Souls! A Meſs of Pottage was 
more. valuable to E/az, than the Birth-right that had annext to it the Regal and Prieſtly 
Dignity. Unwiſe and unhappy Wretches | that follow lying V enities, and forſake therr 
own Mercies. haul 


Thus I have briefly ſet down the Proceſs of Mens fooliſh choice in this degenerate 


State, Now that wo may with a free uncorrupted Judgment compare things in order to 
a wiſe choice of true Felicity, it follows from what has 2y {aid, that = Apoſtle in 
obeying his Heavenly Commiſſion, conferr'd not with fleſh and blood; we muſt not in 
this matter of infinite importance, attend, | 


I. To the Suggeſtions and Deſires of the Senſes and carnal Appetites, which are the 


worſt Counſellors, as being uncapable of judging what is our proper Happineſs, deceitful 


and importunate, 
| (1.) They are vncapable :of apprehend 


Spiritual Eternal Thiogs, which alone 


bring true and compleat ſatisfa&ion'to the Soul, and cannot look forward to the end of 


fioful Pleaſures, and ballance the terrible Evils they leave at patting, with the {light va- 
niſhing content that ſprings from their Preſence. Therefore as blind Perſons lay hold on 
things they feel; ſo the ſenſitive Faculties, that are blind and brutiſh, adhere to grols pre- 
ſent enjoyments, not underſtanding the pure ſpotleſs Felicity that is to come, and deſpi- 
ſing what they do not underſtand. Now who would in an Affair upon which his All de- 
pends, adviſe with Children and Fools, whoſe Judgment of things is without:Counſel, 
their Counſel without Diſcourſe, their Diſcourſe without Reaſon? There 1snothing more 


contrary to the order of Nature, than for Men that ſhould affe&t with Judgment, to judg = 


by their AﬀeCtions, eve ar ' 

(2.); The Carnal Appetite withits Luſts ate very deceitful, a Party within holding cor- 
reſpondence with our Spiritual Enemies, the Armies of evil Angels, ſo aQtve and afſidu- 
ous inicpnſpiring and accompliſhing the Damnation of Men. The Devil in Scripture is 


called the Tempter by way of eminence, who manages and improves all Temptations; 


and his perficious Deſign is by the ObjeQts of Senſe, ordered and made mote alluring and 

killing dy hggvarious Arts, to engage the Aﬀetions into a compliance, and fo togan the 

Will... Now:our-great danger is not ſo much from Satan the Enemy without; astrom = 

= | Carna 
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Carnal Appetite, the Traitor within, that gives him the firſt and eaſy entrance into the 
Soul. Hecan only entice by repreſenting what is amiable to Senſe, but the corrupt Ap- 
petite inclines to the cloſing with it. He tempted Jeſus Chriſt, but was repelled with 
ſhame, bawin (rag nothing within him to work apon. The perfe@ regularity of Facul- 
ties in our Blelfc Saviour was not in the leaſt diſorder'd neither by his faireſt Inſinuations, 
or moſt furious Aſſaults. And we might preſerve. our -innocence inviolable, notwith- 
_ all his Attempts, did not ſome corrupt AﬀeCQtion, cheriſh'd' in our Boſoms, lay 
us naked and open to his poiſon'd Darts. The Apoſtle Peter, who had a Spiritual Eye, 
and diſcern'd wherein the ſtrength of our great Enemy lies, admoniſhes Chriſtians, 
Dearly Beloved, I beſeech you, as Strangers and Pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly Luſts, that war 
againſt the Soul, And weare told by him, That he Corruption that 5s in the World, i) 
through Luſt. The outward Objets are uſeful and beneficial in their kind, Care 
them is from Luſt. The Poiſon is not in the Flower, but in the Spider. *Tis therefdre 


infinitely dangerous to conſult, or truſt our carnal Faculties in this matter, /for they are 


brib'd and corrupted, and will commend temporal things to our choice. ' -.- 


-_ 
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LY 


(3.) The ſenſual AﬀeRtionsare ſo numerous and clamorous, ſo vehement and haſty, that 


if they are admitted to counſel, and give the deciſive Vote,. the Voice of Conſcience will 
not be heard or regarded. In, conceraments of a lower nature, tis conſtantly ſeen, that 
nothing more diſturbs Reaſon, and-makes Men improvident 'and precipitant m their De- 
terminations, . than a difordered Paſſion. From hence, *tis a prudent - Rule, 'That as *tis 


not fit to eat in the height of a Fever, becauſe the Meat feeds the Diſeaſe, by increaſing 


Mind 


in, 


ſwarming deſires anſwerable to the yariety of ſenſible th 
I 


nN 


vate the Mind, and hinder its due conſidering the folly and obliquity of the carnal choie, 


ings, and therefore is more unrUu; 
ort, ſenſual Aﬀections: captis 


with toil and difficulty. Now there is _ more contagious than Exatnple: We z wh der 


eſt 


Earthly "_ are inflam'd by the contention of othets. And when holy Deſires and 
Reſolutions privg up in Men, yet ſo powerful 18 the cuſtotn of the World, that they of= 
ten become ineffettual. As a Ship whoſe Sails are fillPd with 4 fair Witid, but tnakes no 


el 
bers 


way, ſtopt by the force of the Current: Now to fortify us agaitiſt the perfiitious influ= 


ence of Example, conſider, 
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r. ?Tis moſt unreaſonable in this Afﬀair of ſo vaſt moment to be under the dire&ion of 
the Multitude. For the moſt are ſottiſh and ſenſual, govern'd by the uncertain motions 
of a giddy voluble Fancy, and roving impetuous Paſſion ; fo that to be led by their exam- 
ple, and diſregard the ſolid immortal Rules of Heavenly Wiſdom, is as perteQ madneſs, 
as for one to follow a Herd of Swine through the Mire, and leave aclean Path that lies 
before him. If there were but few in an Age or Country that were deluded with falſe 
Appearances, it would be a diſgrace to imitate the prattice of the Fooliſh : and ſhall the 
great numbers of the Earthly-minded give Reputation and Credit to their Error ? He 

were a ſtrange Fool indeed, that ſhould refuſe a ſingle piece of counterfeit Money, and- 
. receivea great Heapin payment: as if the number added -a real value to them. ?Tis 
* Nunquamde therefore a neceſſary point of Wiſdom to deveſt all * vulgar Prejudices, to ſeparate our 
ow vey ſelves from the Multitude, that we may ſee the vanity of Things, that dazle inferior 
ſemper credi- 4 | 
tur,ſanabimur, Minds. | | | 
fi modo ſepa- », Conſider the univerſal Judgment even of worldly Men in their laſt and ferious 
Son. device. Hours, when the Proſpe& of Eternal Things is open before them. How vaſtly differ- 
Bat. ent are their Apprehenſions of Temporal Things in the review, . from what they were in 
their vicious Defires ? How often do they break forth in the ſorrowful words of the 
Apoſtle, We have been toiling all Night, and caught nothing ? When there are but a few 
remaining Sands in the Glaſs of time, and Death ſhakes the Glaſs before them, how 
powerfully do they preach of the emptineſs and uncertainty of things below, and ſigh out 
in Solomon's Phraſe, Al is Vanity? And this is more ſingularly obſervable in thoſe who 
have had the fulleſt enjoyment of Earthly Things. How do they complain of the vain 
World, and their vainer Hearts, when Experience has convinc'd them of their woful 
Folly ? Solomon who was among other Princes, as the Sun in the midſt of the Planets, 
that obſcures them by his illuſtrious Brightneſs ; He that had ſurveyed this Continent of 
Vanity, to make an Experiment whether any fatisfaCtion could be found in it, at laft ſad- 
by declares, that all things here below are but ſeveral kinds and ranks of Vanities, as in- 
effeQual to make Men happy, as counterfeit Jewels of ſeveral Colours are to enrich the 
Poſſeſſor. Nay they are not only Vanity, but Vexation, an empty ſhew that has no- 
thing real but the Vexation of diſappointment. And ſhall we not value the judgment of 
Men when they are beſt inſtruQted, and give credit to their Teſtimony when they are ſin- 
cere? Certainly in their Approaches to the Divine Judgment they are moſt conſiderate and 
ſerious, they have the trueſt and juſteſt thoughts of things, and moſt freely declare them. 
O the aſtomiſhing Folly of Men ! they will not be convinc'd of the error of their ways, 
till they come to the end of them, and the Sun is ſet, and no time remains for their re- 
turning into the way of Life. 


T ſhall proceed to ſhew further what is neceſſary to dire&t vs in our Choice, that we may 
' not fall into the double Miſery, of being deceived with a falſe Happineſs for alittle time, 
and deprived of true Happineſs for ever, 
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A ſtedfaſt belief of unſeen eternal things is neceſſary to direft our Choice. Faitl: 
realizes things future, and” controuls the efficacy of preſent Temptations, The 
neelett of the great Salvation proceeds from Infidelity. The moſt that are Belie: 
yers in Title, are Infidels in their Hearts. Conſideration is neceſſary in order to 
a wiſe Choice. Tt muſt be ſerious and deliberate ; frequent, and with application to 
the Soul. Motives to Conſideration. *Tis the nobleſt exerciſe of the Mind, and 


moſt profitable. 


WW, A ſound and ftedfaſt belief of unſeen Eternal Things. 


Secondly, Serious Conſideration of the vaſt difference between things that are the 
obje&s of Sight, and that are the objets of Faith. ; 


aright. Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not ſeen, Heb. 11. | 
1. It aſſures us of their reality and worth, as if they were before our Eyes, and in our | 

aCtual Poſſeſſion; This Divine Light governs and conduQts the Will to chooſe wiſely, b 
and excites all the praQtick Powers for the preventing the greateſt Evils, and the obtaining 
perfe&t Felicity. When the Devil, the deadly Flatterer, by inviting repreſentations 0 
the World, intices the Heart, the ſerious beliet of the future Reward ſo glorious and eter- 
nal, diſgraces the moſt ſplendid Temptations, and makes them ineffectual. This is the 
Vittory that overcomes the World, even our Faith. If tempted to Laſciviouſneſs by the al- 
lurements of an Earthly Beauty, Faith repreſents the-AngelicalJultre of the Saints, when 
they ſhall come with the unſpotted Lamb in his glorious appearance ; and this unbinds 
the Charm, and makes the tempting Perſon an object not of Defhire, blit Averſation, If 
tempted with Honour to a Gnful compliance, Faith repreſents ſo convincingly the Glory 


which all thoſe who preſerve jtheir Conſcience and Integrity inviolable, ſhall receive at 


the univerſal Judgment, in the preſence of God, and the holy Angels, (as.our Saviour 
has promis'd,- He that: ſerves me, him will my Father honoar ) and the confuſion wherein 


* «x 


the moſt honourable Sinners {hall then be cover'd, that with a'generous diſdain all ſecular 


Firſt, The ſound and ſtedfaſt belief of Eternal Things is 'F thi to dife&t our Choice | 


Honours will be:deſpiſed. And it is as powerful to enervate the. Temptation of temporal 
Profit. Weread of Moſes, that by Faith, when he was come to Tears, (and:therefore more 
capable to underſtand and enjoy what Felicit the brighteſt Honours and greateſt Riches 
could afford) refuſed to be called the: Son' of ;Fharaoh's Dayghter ; chuſing rather to. ſuffer 
Affliction with the People of God, than to  enjay the Pleaſures of, Sin for a Seaſon ; eſteeming 
the reproach of. Chrift greater Riches than the Trealarel of . Egypt : for he had: reſpect to the 
recompence of Reward. ' And all the Evils which, a wicked World, inſpu'd with rage 


L 
» 


» 


from Satan, can threaten to fright us from our Duty, Poverty, Diſgrate,Baniſhment, 

nay. Torments and Death, thoſe Terribles viſu forme, 10 þeightenetl by the carnal Fancy, 

are eafily overcome by a ſingere and ſtrong Believer, Thus ſome who were urged by ſKch 

” » motives to renounce their Religion, told the Perſecutors, that Life was not ſweet to them Nec vereame 
if they might nor live Chriftians, nor, Death bitter, if they,muſt die for Chriſt, A live- occidl, ques 

ly firm perſwaſion of the Gn and eternity of the Reward, what miraculous effects PMſtat, quan 


; ? ga CEE PETTAID | 65Þ co & } ab0p54 ha feckaph do occidimury 
would it produce.? Nothing would be impoſſible within the, com aſs of our Duty,: either coronari. C9: 
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herealter there were neither Happineſs nor Eternity. But this releaſes the wonder, that 
all Men have not Faith. Eternal Things are not of conſpicuous moment in the carnal 
Pallance. Some are Infidels in Profeſſion, openly declaring themſelves to be-without Rez 
ligion, without God, and have the ſame credit of the Heaven and Hel] diſcovered in the 
Goſpel, as of the Eliſian Fields, and Stygian Lake, the Fables of the Poets. Theſe live 
as if they ſhould never die, and die as it they ſhould never hve 1n the other World ; as 
if Death cauſed ſo deep a ſleep, that the Voice of the Son of God could not awaken 
them at the laſt day. Their Unbelief is not from Reaſon, but vicious oppoſite AﬀeCti- 


| ons; for thetruth of the Eternal State is ſo cleagly revealed, and ſtrongly eſtabliſh'd in 


the Goſpel, that the ſincere Mind muſt readily afſfent to it. But 'the Wicked cannot de- 
light in the diſcovery of that for which they are unprepared, and therefore try all ways 
to elude the Force of the moſt ſatisfying Arguments. Their Infidelity is obſtinate and 
incurable. An inſtance whereof we have in the Phariſees, who rejected our Saviour. 
Tho all the Chara&ters of the Meſiah were conſpicuous in his Perſon, tho his DoQrins 
were confirmed by Miracles, yet they would not yield up themſelves to that omnipotent 
convidtion ; ſo ſtrong were their carnal Prejudices againſt his humble State, and hol 
Do&rins. That Reproach is more juſtly due to Infidels under the Goſpel, than to Iſrael 
in the Prophet : Who is blind as my Servant ? The Heathens who are blind from their 
birth, and have only ſome glimmering apprehenſions that Eternity ſucceeds Time, are 
leſs culpable than thoſe who have infinitely more reaſon to believe it, and yet believe ir 
leſs. The Plea for them will be a terrible Accuſation againſt ſuch Unbelievers. If a 
Blind Perſon falls, it moves Compaſſion ; but if one voluntarily ſhuts his Eyes againſt 
the Sun, and refuſes the Dire&ion of the Light, and falls from a Precipice, his Ruin is 
the juſt Conſequence of his Folly. Simple Ignorance excuſes as to the degrees of the 
Fault, but affetted wilful Ignorance, now Reaſon and Revelation with united Beams give 
clear a proſpeCt into the Eternal World, aggravates the Guilt and Sentence of ſuch Un- | 
elievers. | 
Beſides, the moſt who are Believers in Title, are Infidels in Heart. Our Saviour tells 


' ' the Jews, who pretended the higheſt Veneration to the Writings of Moſes, That if they 


had believed Moſes, they would have believed him, for Moſes wrote of him. If Men did 
ſeriouſly believe ſuch an excellent Reward as the Goſpel propounds, would it be a cold 
unperſwaſive Motive to them ? The depravation of the W1ll argues a correſpondent de- 
fet in the Mind ; tho not abſolute total Infidelity, yet ſuch a weakneſs and wavering in 
the Aﬀent, that when Temptations are preſent and urgent, andit comes to aQtual Choice, 
Senſe prevails over Faith. This will be clear by univerſal Experience in temporal 
Things. The probable hope of Gain will make thoſe who are greedy of Gold, prodi- 
gal ot their Lives, and venture through tempeſtuous Seas to accompliſh their Deſires. 
And if the belief were equal, would not Men do or ſuffer as much for obtaining what is 
infinitely more valuable? A firm Afent would produce adherence, and Faith in the Pro- 


| miſes, Fidelity in obeying the Commands of Chriſt, Tertalien propounds it as a powerful 


incentive to the Martyrs, Quis ergo now libentifſim: tantum pro vero habeat erogare, quantum 
alii pro falſo? Who would not joyfully ſacrifice Life and all its Indearments, to obtain 
true Bleſſedneſs, which others do for the vain Appearance of it ? Men may be as truly 
SubjeQts wirhout SubjeAion, as Believers without a Heavenly Converſation, which is in- 
ſegarable from the Reality of Faith. Many in the Boſom of the Church are as truly, 
tho not ſo notoriouſly, Infidels, as Turks and Heathens. Indeed even in true Believers, . 


the apprehenſion of eternal Things has ſuch great allays, that temporal "Things are over- ' 


valued and over-feared, A ſtrong Faith in the Tryth and Power of God, would make 
the glorious World fo ſure and near in our Thoughts, that with indifferent AﬀeQtions we 
ſhould receive good or evil Things here ; Rejoice as if -we rejoiced not, and mourn as if we 
mourned not, Our Lives would” be fo regular and pure, as if the Judg were to come 
the next Hour, as if the Sun did now begin to be darkned, and the Trumpet of the 
Arch-Angel were founding, and the noiſe of the diſſolving World were univerſally heard. 
Infidelity deads the Impreſſion, and ſuppreſſes the reigning Power. of Eternal Things in 
our Hearts. In ſhort, Men are Heavenly or Earthly in Fr Choice and Converſation, 


oy are diretted by the fincere Light of Faith, or miſled by the falſe Beams of 
enſe. a, 


Seconaly, The ſecond thing requiſite in order to a wiſe Choice, 1s Conſideration. For 
as by Faith the Virtue of the Reward is diffuſed through all the Faculties, and the 


Powers of the World tocome are felt in the Soul; ſo by Conſideration Faith is exerciſed, 


and becomes efteCtual. This unites and reinforces the Beams of Eternal Truth, and in- 
flames 
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flames the AﬀeCttions, As the Pſalmiſt expreſſes himſelf, My Heart was hot within me ; 
while Twas muſing, the Fire burned, Heaven is a Felicity. ſo glorious and attractive, that 
it duly conſidered, no Man can poſſibly refuſe it : and Hell is a Miſery ſo extream and 
feariul, that if ſeriouſly laid to heart, none can poſſhbly chuſe it. The laſt End is to be 
conceived under the Notion of an infinite Good, without the leaſt mixture of Evil, to 
which the humane Will ſwayed by the invincible Impreſſion of Nature has a tendency. 
The Liberty of Indifference is with reſpe& to ſome particular good Things, which may 
be variouſly repreſented, ſo as tocauſe Inclination or Averſion. "That Men who believe 
[ternal Life is the Reward of Holineſs, yet with a careleſs Inadvertency negle& their 
Duty ; and that Eternal Death is the Wages of Sin, yet ſecurely continue 1n it, is more 
wonderful than to' ſee Martyrs ſing in the Flames ; and the great Cauſe of it is the neg- 
le& of Conſideration. This is aſſigned to be the Cauſe of that unnatural and aſtoniſhing 
Rebellion of 1/7ael againſt God their Father and Sovereign : Hear, O Heavens, and give 
ear, O Earth : for the Lord hath ſpoken, T have noariſhed and brought up Children, aud they 
have rebelled againſt me. The Ox knows his Owner, ana the Aſs his Maſter*s Crib : but Iſrael 
doth not know, my People doth not conſtaer, Ifa. 1. 2, OO. Fs 

This Duty, as it is of admirable Advantage, fo *tis univerſally neceſſary ; for all are 
equally concern'd, and it is within the Power of all to pertorm. Tho Men cannot convert 
themſelyes, yet they may conſider what is preparatory to Converſion. For the Will may 
turn the Thoughtsiof the Mind to any fort of Objects. _ ; 2 

I will briefly ſhew the Nature of this Duty, and how to manage it for ſpiritual Profit, 
and thoſe Objets from whence our Thoughts derive* vigour for the ſwaying of the Will, 
and the ConduQt of the Lite. | 

I. The Nature of Conſideration is diſcovered by its End, which is this ; That the 
Mind being fatisfied in the juſt Reaſons upon which the Choice of Heaven is to be made, 
the Will and AﬀeCtions may be engaged 1n an earneſt, joyful and conſtant purſuit of it. 
And in this reſpe& it differs from ſimple Knowledg, and naked Speculation, that informs 
the Mind, without Influence and Efficacy upon the Heart : Like a Garland of Flowers that 
adorns the Head, without any benefit and refreſhing to him that wears it. And praQtical 
Meditation differs from the ſtudy of Divine Things 1n order to the inſtruQting of others. 
That is likea Merchant's buying of Wine for Sale, this like providing it for our own 


uſe. | | 
2. That the Conſideration of Eternal Things may be effeQual, it muſt be, 


1. Serious and deliberate. For the Afﬀair is great 1n reality above all pofiible Concep= 


tion or Comperiſon, All other things, how conſiderable ſoever in themſelves, yet re- 
Oey and in parallel with this, are of no account. Our Saviour told Martha, One 
thing is neceſſary : Mary hath choſen the better part, that ſhall not be taken from her, What 
Inſtance can be of equal moment with that of entertaining the Son of God ? Yet a ſerious 
attention to the Words of Eternal Lite dropping from his Lips, was more neceffary than 
making proviſion for him. The greateſt and moſt weighty Afairs in the World are but 
a vain Employment, but Irregularity and Impertinence, in compare with Eternal Salvati- 
on. And the greateſt ſolemnity of Thoughts is requiſite to undeceive the Mind, and 
ingage the Will for Heaven. *Tis very obſervable that Errors in Judgment and Choice 
ſpring from the ſame Cauſes, the not ſincere and due- weighing of Things. Inthe deci- 
ſions of Queſtions, "Truth 1s diſcovered by comparing, with an equal ſtaid Atrention; the 
Reaſons of the one and the other part. But when ſome vicious AﬀeQtion contradidts the 
Truth, it fills the Mind with Prejudices, that it cannot impartially ſearch into Things, 
and is deceived with ſpecious Fallacies, with the Image of Truth. For according to the 
preſent application of the Mind *tis determined, and Paſſion ſtrongly applies it to conſider 
that which is for the Carnal Intereft, and conſequently Inclination, not Reaſon, is the 
Principle of the Perſwaſion. And this 1s -more evident in Mens fooliſh Choice : As the 
Eye cannot ſee but what is viſible, nor the Underſtanding conceive what is not intel)igi- 
ble, the Will cannot love and chuſe what is not amiable, at leaft in ſhew. If the Devil 
did appear without a Diſguiſe, he would have no Power to perſwade, but in all his 
Temptations there is the mixture of a Lie tro make it pleaſant. He preſents a falſe Per- 
ſpeQive, to make what is but ſuperficial, appear ſolid and ſubſtantial. And the carnal 
Heart turns the Thoughts to what is grateful, without ſeriouſly conſidering what is 10f1- 
nitely better, and accordingly chuſes by the Eye of Senſe, the happineſs of this Wofld. 
Therefore till Eternal Things are open'd in the view of Conſcience, and the Mind calmly 


conſiders by the Light of Faith their Reality and Greatneſs, no right valuation, nor wiſe 
choice can-be made, | 
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Beſides, the moſt clear and rational enforcements by the aCtings of the "Thoughts, are 
neceſſary to make a ſtrong impreſſion on the -Aﬀections, and reſcue them from the capti- 
vity of the Fleſh, In other things as ſoon as the Mind is enlightned, the Will reſolves, 
and the inferior Faculties obey ; but ſuch is the refiltance of the carnal Heart, that altho 
is evident from infallible Principles there is an everlaſting Glory, intinitely to de preterr”( 
above the little appearances of Beauty and Pleature here, yet the molt piercing Reatos 
enter heavily without earneſt inculcation. Slight or ſudden Thoughts may produce v2- 
niſhing AﬀeCtions of complacence, or diſtaſte, and fickle Reſolutions, that hike ſick Fea- 
thers dropaway, and leave the Soul naked to the next Temptation ; but loiemn and f xe 
'Thovghts are powerful on the Heart, 1n making a thorow and laſting Change. When 


| the Clouds diſſolve in a gentie Shower, the Earth drinks in all, and is made fruitful ; but 


a few ſprinkling Drops, or a ſhort ſtorm of Rain, that wets only the Suriace, without 


ſinking to the Root, 1s little beneficial. In ſhort, there may be fome excitations to Good, | 


and retrations from Evil ; ſome imperfect faint eſſays toward Heaven, from an impulſe 
on the Mind : but ſolid Converſion 1s produc'd by deliberate Diſcourſe, by the due con- 
ſideration and eſtimation of things, *tis rational and perpetual. | 
2. Conſideration muſt be frequent, to keep eternal Objects preſent, and powerful up- 
on us. Such is the natural Levity and Inconſtancy, Sloth and Carnality of the Mind, 
that the Notions of Heavenly Things quickly paſs through, but of Earthly abide there. 
If aStone be thrown upwards, it remains no longer in the Air, than the impreſſion of 
the force by which it was thrown continues ; but if it falls on the Earth, it reſts there b 
Nature. When the Soul is raiſed in contemplation to Heaven, how apr is it to fall from 
that height, and loſe the eſteem, the lively Remembrance and AﬀeQions of Eternal 
' Things ? But when the Thoughts are excited by the preſence of what is pleaſing to 
Senſe, the withdrawing the Object does not deface the Idea of it in the Memory, nor le(- 
ſen the Conceit, nor cool the Deſires of it, becauſe the Heart is naturally inclined to it. 
Therefore ?ris neceſſary every day to refreſh and renew the conceptions of eternal Things, 
that altho they are not always in act, yet the efficacy may be always felt in the Heart and 
Life. The Soul habituated to ſuch Thoughts will nor” eaſily yield to Temptations, that 
ſurpriſe and overcome others that are ſtrangers in their Minds to the other World : Na 
the preſence of Temptations, as by Aztiperiſfaſis, will reinforce the Reſolutions for Hea- 
ven; like the pouring Water upon Lime, that revives a hidden Fire in it, which ſeems a 
natural-Miracle. ?T1s therefore of great advantage frequently to ſequeſter our ſelves from 
the World, to redeem Time from ſecular Afairs, for the recolleQting of our Thoughts, and 
their ſolemn exerciſe upon the Eternal World. Senſe, that reveals natural things, darkens 
ſpiritual. How can the Thoughts be fixt on inviſible things ſo diſtant from Senſe, if al- 
ways converſant with ſecular Objects that draw them down ? In the ſilence of rhe Night 
a ſmall Voice is more diſtinctly heard, and a little diſtant Light more clearly ſeen : ſo 


When the Soul is withdrawn from the noiſy throng of the World, and outward things 
 aredarkned, the Voice of Conſcience is better heard, and the Light of Heaven more 


perfetly received. 


3. Conſideration of Eternal Things muſt be with preſent Application to the Soul. 
*Tis not the meer conviCttion of the Mind, but the decree of the Will that turns Men 
from Sin to Holineſs, from the Creatures to God. 'The Heart is very deceitſul, and by 
variety of ſhifts and palliations is diſpoſed to irreſolutions and delays in Spiritual Concern- 
ments. How often does the miſerable Sinner contend with himſelf, and while Conſcience 
urges him to ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven, and the AﬀeQtions draw down to the Earth, 
the carnal part prevailing over the rational, he overcomes, and is overcome; he is convin- 
ced and condemned by his own Mind. Till Conſideration iſſues in this, that with ſetled 
Judgment and AﬀeQtions the Soul determins for God and Heaven, 'tis without profit. 
Thereforein the managing this Duty, *tis our Wiſdom not to be curious and inquiſitive 
aſter ſubtile Conceptions, and exalted Notions of the future State, that little confer to the 
making the Heart better ; but to think ſeriouſly on what is plain and evident, and moſt 


uſeful to produce a preſent laſting Change. It were egregious Folly in a Man, that for 


the uſe of his Garden, ſhould with great labour fetch Water from diſtant Fountains, and 


neglect that which ſprings up in his own Ground. That Meditation is profitable which 


procluces not new Thoughts, but holy and firm reſolutions of obeying God in order to 
the full enjoying of him tor ever. 

To perſwade us to the {crio 
ments. 


Is any Man ſo fooliſh, fo regardleſs of his Convenience, to purchaſe a Houſe wherein 
hemui live all his Days, and will not firſt ſee whether it will be convenicnr, and fecure 


* for 


us praQtice of this Duty, there are many enforce- 
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for his Habitation ? Shall we not then conſider Heaven the/ Manſion of Bleſſedneſs, and 
Hell the Seat of Miſery and Horror ? for according\as we chuſe here, we 1hall,betin.the 
one or other place for ever, TI'ſhall in the fourth part of this Treatiſe, endeayour to repre- 
ſent ſomerhing of the inexpreſiible Miſery of the Wicked hereaiter, and ſhew how, con- 

uous and powerful the Thoughts of it are: to reſtrain Men, from; Sin ; but at preſent 


r 
, ſhall briefly excite to the Meditation of the Heavenly Glory, as the moſt. noble, . delight- 


ful and fruitful Work of the Soul, whiles confined to the body of Fleſh, ?Tis the moſt 
exalted Exerciſe of the Mind, the'pureſt converle with God, the Flower of, conſecrated 
Reaſon. ?Tis moſt like the Life of glorified Spirits above, who are in continual cons 
templation of the Divine Excellencies ; and tis moſt raiſed above the Life of Carnal Men, 
that are ſunk into Senſuality and Brutiſhneſs; ?Tis the moſt joyful Life, in that it ſheds 
abroad in the Soul Delights that neither fatiate, nor corrupt, nor weaken the Faculties, 
as the Delights of Senſe do, but afford PerfeQtion as well as Pleaſure, *Tisthe moſt 
profitable Life, As in thoſe parts of the Earth where the Beams of the Sun are ſtrongly 


refleted, precious Metals and Jewels are produc'd wherein 'the refulgent reſemblance . 


of that bright Planer appears : ſo the lively and vigorous Exerciſe of the Thoughts upot 
the Heavenly Glory, will produce Heavenly Aﬀ/eQtions, Heavenly Diſcourſes, _—_ 
Heavenly ſhining Converſation. This will make us live like the bleſſed Society above, 
imitating their Innocence and Purity, their joyful, entire and conſtant Obedience tg 


God. This confirms the Holy Soulin its Choice, with an invincible efficacy agaiaſt the 


Temptations and Luſts of the World. The ſerious conſidering Believer is fille with ra- 


- 


viſhing Wortder of the Glofy that ſhall be revealed, and looks down with Contempt 
upon the Earth, and all that has the Name of Felicity here. Al] the Invitations, na 
Terrors of the World, are as unable to check his purſuit of his bleſſed End, as the Breat 
of an Infant to ſtop the high flight of an Eagle. ed age ooo als i vitugent 
But how rare and diſuſed a Duty is this ?- How hardly ate Men induc'd to ſet about 


* 


it ? Buſineſs and Pleaſures are powerful Diverſions. Some pretend Buſineſs as a juſt 


Cauſe, but in vain ; for the one Thing meieſſery challenges our principal Thoughts and: 
Care. Beſides, there are intervals of Leiſure, and the 'Thoughts are always ſtreaming, 
and often run waſte, which dire&ted aright, would be very fruitful to the Soul. Thetrue 
Cauſe of this nef!e& is from the inward temper of Men, Carnal Pleaſures alienate the 
Mind, and make it unfit for the deep ſerious aftings of the Thoughts upon Eternal 


Things. Thave ſaid of Laughter, Thou art Mad, It makes the Mind, light, and vain, 


and deſultory. As a diſtraRted Perſon by every motion of Fancy flies from-one thing to 


another without Coherence. The Heart: fill'd with cloudy and ſmoky Fires, with 


Thoughts and Deſires about worldly Things, .is unprepar'd for ſych a clear, calm, and 
ſedate Work. A Carnal Perſon can taſte no ſweetneſs, feel noreliſh in the Meditation 
of Heaven, nor any Spiritual Duty; ?Tis as if one ſhould take ſome delicious Fruit into 
his Mouth, a Peach, or the like, without breaking the Skin ; it would be rather a 
trouble, that pleaſant. Nay, the Goſpel. expreſly declaring, That without Ar 20 


| Man ſhall ſee God + thoſe who by vicious AﬀeRions are ingaged in any fſintul way, being 


conſcious of their Guilt and unpreparedneſs, and that while ſuch, they are under a pe- 
remptory excluſion from celeſtail Glory, cannot endure the thoughts of Heaven, The Di- 
vine Preſence is their Torment, and the ſerious conſideration of it is to bring them be: 
fore God's holy and juſt Tribunal, to accuſe and condemn them. 
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CHAP. Xilt. 

The Objetts from whence (onfuderation derives its power to dire our Choice. The 

| End for which Man was defign'd in his Creation. We muſt make a judicious Com- 
pariſon between the Objetts that ſtand in competition for our Choice, the preſerit 

World; and Heaven, | The vaſt difference between them in their qudlity and duratt- 

01. | | Ss 


Shall now take a particulat view of thoſe Objets; from whence Conſideration derives 
Vigour, for the inclining of the Will to a right Choice, and for regulating the 
Life, S na IN. gt 
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x1. Conſider the End for which Man was deſigned in his Creation, why endued with ra- 
tional and noble Powers of Soul, and plac'd by the Soveraign Maker in the higheſt rank 
of ſo numerous and various Natures that fill the Univerſe. Is it to raiſe an Eſtate, to 
ſhinein Pomp, to enjoy ſenſual Pleaſuresfor a little while, and after the fatal term to be 
no more for ever ? Washe ſent into the World upon as mean a Byfineſs as that of the foo- 
liſh Emperor, who employedan Army, furniſh'd with all Mihtary Preparations, to ga- 
ther Shells upon the Sea-ſhore? This were, according to the paſhonate expoſtulation of 
the Pſalmifſt, to charge God rhat he had made all Men in vain. Reaſon and: Scripture tells 
"us the End of Man isto glorify and enjoy God, the obtaining whereof makes him perfect- 
1y happy, and the miſſing of it perfeQtly miſerable. This is a fundamental Truth upon 
which the whole Fabrick of Man's Duty and Felicity is built. Without this Foundation, 
our Faith preſently ſinks. If the clearnefs of this Principle be obſcur'd,. we ſhall wander 
from the way of Eternal Life, and not only loſe the way, but the remembrance and de- 
fireof it. Thinking is the property of the reaſonable Soul, and the juſt order of Conſt- 
deration is, that the Mind primarily regards this ſupream dire&tive Truth that is to g0- 
* Primum ego VErn all our Aﬀtions. *T'was prudent Counſel that * one of the Antients gave for com- 
ſcriptoris ofti- poſing a Book, that the Author frequently refleQt upon the Title, that x: may correſpond 
cium exiftt- 4n'21l theparts with his original Deſign, Thus it becomes a Man often to confider the End * 
lum ſuum le- Of his Being, that the courſe of his Life may have a dire& tendency toit ; and the more 
gat,arq; i0en- excellent our End is, the more CO the neceflity to proſecute it. *Tis of great 
| _— 6 Efficacy to refle& upon our ſelves, Whither do my Thoughts and :Defires tend ? For 
ceeperit {cri- What do I ſpend my Strength, and conſume my Days ? Will it be my laſt Account, how 
bere. much by my Prudence and Diligence I have exceeded others in temporal Acquiſitions ? If 
a General were at play while the Armies are engaging, would-it be a+ noble Explou or 
him to win the Game, whiles his Army for want of conduQ- loſes the. YjRory ? : Will it 
be PRs for a Man to gain the World, and loſe his Soul? Let Conſcience anſyer in 
ruth. : 6 2s OO. NE 
* Cum natalis Tis obſervable what is reported of a * noble- Bereigner,, that on his Birth-day refleQ- 


pe wht oa " ing upon the Age of his Life, he was ſurpriz'd with grief; and Rruck with Aﬀtoniſhmeng, 
ztatis nume- that without a due Senſe of the proper Buſineſs and End of Lite, he Was arrived to thar 
randz, & rri- Ape, when our Days begin to decline. In an inftant all things {eem'd to change appea- 
rifle. 121 TANCE in his view. Thea firſt (ſays he) I perceived I was a Man, for before I had not 
me.ſubiramee-'reſolved for what I ſhould employ my Life. The Iſſue was, his ſerzous Reſolution un- 
G__ FP: eignedly to honour God, fincerely to confeſs Chriſt, to place his Felicity in Holineſs of 
tem, quomodo Life, and moſt zealoufly to follow it. Let any one that is not of a reprobate Mind, and 


line ſenſu vi- an jncorrigibly depraved Heart, duly conſider the fublmeand ſupernatural End of Man. 


hag hy what a marvellous change will it make-in him, of ;Carnal- injo Spiritual ? Nay, it 
ſem,a quo lux would be a kind of Miracle 1f he continued in his ſinful. State.. {How will it transform 
oper ir him into another Man, with new Valuations, new AﬀeRions and Reſolutions, as if he 
dics noſtri ad WETE Þorn agtin with a new Soul ? How will it amaze hum that his whole courſe has been 
occaſum incli- a contradiCtion to the wiſe and gracious deſign of God, that all 'his .Induſtry has been a 
Vie an: race out of the-way, a perpetual diverſion trom his main Buſineſs, that his Life has been 
rerum facies fruitleſs and dead to the true End of it ? How will he. be confounded at his'former Folly ? 

omen mu-"Then alone weaCt with Underſtanding, when mov*d- by our blefted End, and our Ai 
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wt 1. me Ons by a ſtrift tendency without variation iflue intoit. - +; * _ 
I Conſider attentively the Obje&s that ſtand in competition for our Choice, the preſent 
NOVI. MEMoIrEes 


ein ner; og Heaven,.to make a judicious compariſon between them in their Quality and 
uration, . 

(1.) In their Quality. The things of the World, according to the judgment of God 
himſelf, who is only Wiſe and Good, and has the higheſt Authority to decide in the caſe, 
are bur fallacious appearances of Happineſs, mere Vanity. And certainly the Creator 
knows the true worth of all things, and would not difparage his own Works, but wauld 
undeceive Men that are apt to judg and chooſe by the-Eye of Senſe. The Apoſtle tells 
us, That an Idol is nothing in the Warld ; altho the matter of it may be of Gold, or Mar- 
ble, or Wood, yet it has no divine Perfe&ion, which the Tdolater attributes to, jt. So 
all worldly things, in which Men place their chief Care, and Confidence, and'Joy; tho 
they have ſome degrees of Goodneſs, and are a tranſient relief to us in our paſſage to 
Eternity, yet they are nothing as to perfe& Felicity. *Tis merely Opinion and Conceit 
that makes them fo valued and pleaſing, like a rich Dye to a light Stuff from whence its 
Price ariſes. Reaſon iseither obſcur*d, or not obeyed 'when the 'Woerld.js the Qbje& of 
our Choice, Now whatare theſe Appearances of Beauty:and Pleaſure, compar'd with 
a Bleſſedneſs that is truly infinite ? Carnal Joy ſmiles in the Countenance, flatters the 

| Fancy, 


/ 
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As thoſe who arein Voyages at Sea, ſometimes areiqg a calm, and preſcatly ſutter a Storm 
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Fancy, touches the Senſe, but cannot fill the Heart ; but the Favour of God atisfics the 


Soul. Thou haſt pat Gladneſs into my Heart, more than when their Corn and Wine incteaſed. 


Carnal Joy in its ighelt elevation, in the time of the Harveſt and Vintage, is incompara- 
bly leſs than Spiritual Joy that ſprings from the Light of God's Countenance. The 
World cannot fill the narrow capacity of our Senſes, but divine Joys exceed our moſt 
iolarged comprehenſive Faculties, The Eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the Ear with 


hearing ; but the Peace of God paſſes all Underſtanding. The Things of the World are of 


a limited Goodneſs : Wiſdom 1s not Strength, nor Learning - Riches, nor Beauty Fruit- 
fulneſs : But God is a Univerſal Good, in whom are all attraQtives to raiſe and ſatisfy. our 
Deſires. If Men did conſider, they would diſtinguiſh and deſpiſe in compariſon all that 
is named Felicity here, with the Favour of God. To ſeck for ſatisfaQtmnn the Creature 


and forſake him, is as if one deſirous to ſee the Light ſhould withdraw from the preſence - 


of the'Sun, to borrow it from a weak Ray refleQed by ſome obſcure Matter. /, Now if 
there be ſo vaſt a difference in their Nature, as between a painted Vapour, and. the ſolid 
glorious Good, between Finite and Infinite, why is there: not 1a. difference accordingly - in 


our Eſteem, AﬀeQtons and ReſpeQts to them ? How unreaſonable is 'it that a Soul capa- 


7 


ble of God, ſhould cleave to the Duſt ? It: would: be moſt egregious folly to hang a 


Weight, that is able to turn a great Engine, upon a ſmall Clock. : *tis incomparably more ' 


fooliſh, when the love of Happineſs, the weight of Humane Nature,. which applied 


aright, will turn our Defires to Heaven, is only. uſed to give vigorous motion ro qut En- 
deavours about earthly Things. Y; | y AG 
(2.) Conſider their Duration. The Apoſtle tells us, that the main ſcape of bis Afions 
was Things — ; and gives the reaſon of 1t,. For ; - | 
but the things that are uot ſeen are Eterpal, 2 Cor.4.:18... Tonlift upon the valt difference 
between Temporal and Eternal, may ſeem needleſs : ifor the firſt Notions; of things are 
of ſuch uncontroulable clearneſs, that an attenipt to prove them, is to:light a Candlero 
diſcover the $un. Yer this Principle drawing after-it fuch powerful Conſequences for the 
government of our Hearts and Lives, and Conſcience being ſo remiſs, and the ſenſual 


things that are ſeen are Temporal, 


Aﬀe&Qtions ſo rebellious, ?tis needfut to conſider this ſeriouſly, that what is really afſented 


to in Speculation, ' may not be concradifted in PraQiice. - Now. who. can yntold the inf 
nite Volume of Ages1n Eternity ? The Underſtanding: of a Angel can.no mare compre- 
hend what is incomprehenlable, than the Mind of. a Mag. A Snail will paſs.overan im- 


menſe ſpace as ſoon as an Eagle: for tho one diſpatches more - way | than. the other, ,yer 


both are equally diftant from -arrivipg to the end of -what is. endleſs. - Bux that the Cag- 
ſome temporal Referyblances,: that ſenſibly, tho'not fully; expteſs it. - Suppoſe tharthe 
vaſt Ocean were diſtifled drop by drop, kut:foſlowly, thata.'Ihouſand Years ſhould paſs 
between every drop ;'' bow many Millions of ears were required ta empty. is. Suppoſe 
this great World in is full compaſs, from one Pole to ancthier,” and: from tþerop of: the 
Pirmament to the: bottom, wereto be fill'd with the ſmalleſt Sang, bur fo. lowly, thar 
every Thouſand Years only a fingle Grain ſhould be added; how many Milkons wauld 
paſs away before it were filled ? If che immenſe Superficiesof -the Heavens, wherein art 
innumerable Stars, the leaſt of which: equals. the niggnityde of the-'Earth, .were 
filled with Figures of Numbers without :the leaſt vacant ſpice, and. fvgry: Figure 
ſignified a Million, what created Mind could tell their Number, much leſs their 
Value ? Having theſe Thoughts, I reply ; The 'Sea will be emptied drop by drop, 
the Univerſe filPd grain by grain, the Numbers written in the Heavens will come 
to an end ; and how much of Eteraity is then ſpent? Nothing; for til] infinitely 
more remains. In ſhort, whatever is Temporal, exrends the conttnuance of it to 
the utmoſt poſſibility of Conception, is infinitely ſhort of Eternity, A Day, an Hour, 
a Minute, has ſome proportion with a Thouſand Years ; for that duration is determined 
by a certain number of Days, and Hours, and Minutes : but Millions of Ages have no 
proportion to Eternity, becauſe *tis an indeterminable Duration. The Mind is ſoon tir'd 
and loſt in ſearching after Numbers to repreſent it: *tis confounded and ftruck with 
amazing Horor, and can only direCt the Eye upward or downward to the two Habirati« 


ons of Eternity, the glorious and the miſerable, Heaven and Hell. Now let us compare 
the Things of the preſent World with thoſe of the furure State. The firſt are meaſur'd 


by flying Time, the other remain in anunmoveable Erernity, The Comforts that ſpring 
from the Earth, ſuddenly wither and fall to it : the Tree of Life flouriſhes only above. 
ent changes from Proſperity to Adverſity, are the Properties of this mortal State, 


all 
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and are forc'd to alter their Courſe by the changing of the Winds ; ſo'tis with us 1n our 
*paſſage here, But upon the firſt entrance into another World, all the Variations of this 
are at an end, ' ./erily every Man at his beſt eſlate is altogether Vanity. Surely every Man 
walks in a vain ſhew, ſurely they are diſquieted in vain, The vilible Felicity of Man is of 
no continuance, We may frequently obſerve in the Evening, a Cloud by the reflection 
of the Sun inveſted with ſo bright a Luſtre, and adorn'd with ſuch' a pleaſant variety of 
Colours, that in the judgment of our Eyes, if an Angel were toaſtume a Body correſpon- 
dent to his'Glory, it were a fit matter for it. But in walking a few Steps, the Sun is 
deſcended beneath the Horizon, and the Light withdrawn, and of all that ſplendid flam- 
ing appearance, nothing remains but a dark Vapour, that falls down in a Shower. Thus 
vaniſhing js the ſhew of Felicity here. In this, Senſe aſſiſts Faith ; for the experience of 
every day verifies what the Scripture declares, that the Faſhion of this World paſſes away. 
And therefore the guilty Folly of Men is aggravated, to ſet their Eyes and Hearts upon 
that which is not. To ſee one paſſionately dote on a Face ruin'd and deform'd with Age, 
to be inchanted without a Charm, raiſes wonder, and expoſes to contempt. Yet ſuch is 
the ſtupidity of Men to embrace with their moſt entire AﬀeCtions the wither'd Vanities 
of the World, that are haſtening to their Period. Twas a ftinging reproach to Idolaters 
from God, None conſiders in his Heart, neither is there Knowledg nor Underſt anding, to ſay, 
T have burnt part of it in the Fire ; yea, I have alſo baked Bread upon the Coals thereof : I 
have roaſted Fleſh and eaten it ; and ſhall T make the reſidue an Abomination ? ſhall I fall down 


tothe ſtock of a Tree ? And are not ſenſual Men equally guilty of ſuch monſtrous Folly ? 


for tho univerſal Experience convinces them, that all things under the Sun are fading, and 
that many times their deareſt Comforts are ſnatch*d away from their Embraces ; yet who 
does adviſedly conſider, and fay to himſelf, Shall T give my Heart to tranſient Shadows ? 


| Shall I cheriſh vain Hopes, vain Aims and Deſires of obtaining Happineſs in a m_—_ 


World ? Altho the worſhipping a Stock be Idolatry of grofſer Infamy, yet *tis asfooli 
and as deſtruQtive to ſet our chief Love and Joy, that is only due to God, upon the Crea- 
ture. And what followsin the Prophet, is juſtly applicable to ſuch. Perſons ; He feederh on 
Aſhes, (that not only afford no nouriſhment, but is very hurtful to the Body ) 4 deceived 
Heart has turn'd him aſide, that he cannot deltver his Soul, nor ſay, Is there not a Lie in my 
right Hand ? Thus Carnal Men are ſo blinded with their Aﬀe&tions to theſe ſhort-liv'd 
Pleaſures, that they cannot take the true liberty of judging and refleCting that they are de- 
ceived and delighted with empty Shadows that will ſuddenly end in diſappointment and 
ſorrow ? Briefly, theſe glittering Fitions and falſe Joys cannot pleaſe without an Error 
in the Mind, that ſhall laft but a little while. And if you ſaw a diſtraQted Perſon ſing 
and dance, with a conceit that he is a Prince, would you be willing to loſe ſober Reaſon 
for his phantaſtick Pleaſure, eſpecially if you knew that his cheartul Fit ſhould ſuddenly 
eintoa mournful or raging Madneſs for ever? But the Blefſedneſs above is un- 
changeable as God the Author and Obje&t of it, Eternal asthe Soul that enjoys it. And 
ſhall the World that paſſes away with the Laſts thereof, turn our Aﬀettions from the undefiled 
immortal Inheritance ? Shall the vaniſhing appearance, the fleeting Figure of Happineſs, 
be preferred before what is ſubſtantial and durable ? It a fpark of true Reaſon, of lincere 
Love to our Souls be left, we ſhall count all things but droſs and dung, that we may gain the 
Kingdom of Glory. Thus Eternity inlightens, thus it counſels us. 


CAR 
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CHAP. XIV: 


Other Motives to ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven. God is very willins Men ſhould 

' partake of his Glory, All who unfeignedly and earneſtly ſeek, ſhall obtain it, 
Heaven is promiſed upon gacious terms. An Anſwer to the Carnal Allezation, that 
weare commanded to pluck out the Right Eye, and cut off the Right Hand, and 
to ſubmit to the ſharpeſt Sufferings. Fervent and conſtant Prayer for Divine 
Grace, that we may fix our aims upon Eternal Happineſs, and be diligent in the uſe 
of the means to obtain it. The Grace of the Spirit requiſite to convince the Md 
thoroughly of the reality and greatneſs of an mvifible and future Happineſs. *Tis 
requiſate to purify che Will and Aﬀetions, that with full conſent the Soul may deſire 
and proſecute its bleſſed End. 
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to Conſideration. 
1. God is very willing that Men ſhould be ſaved and Lark of his Glory. For this 


end, he has brought Life and Immortality to light inthe Goſpel. The Lord Jeſus, the Sun 


of Righteouſneſs, has diſpelPd the darkneſs of the Gentiles, and the ſhadows of the Jews, 
and rendered the bleſſed and eternal State fo clear and ſo viſible, that every Eye may ſee 
it. Our aſſurance of it is upon infallible Principles. And tho the excellent Glory of it is 
inexpreſlible, yet 'tis repreſented under variety of fair and lovely Types to invite our 
AﬀeCtions. Beſides, God makes an earneſt offer of Life to us in his Word ; he Com- 
mands, Counſels, Excites, Urges, nay Intreats and Beſeeches with infinite Tenderneſs, 
that Men will accept of it. Thus the Apoſtle declares, Now then we are Embaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as tho God did beſeech you by as, we pray you in Chriſt's ſtead be reconciled ro God, Is 
it not evident then beyond the moſt jealous ſuſpicion, God is defirous of our Happineſs ? 
Can we imagine any deſign, any inſincerity in his Words ? Why ſhould Heaven court a 
Worm? *Tis his Love to Souls that expreſſes it ſelf in that condeſcending compaſſionate 
manner, to melt and overcome the perverſe and hardned in Sin. © 4 
And as his Words, ſo his Works are a convincing Argument of his Will; His moſt 
- gracious ſuſtaining and ſupporting of ſinful Men, his innumerable Benefits conferred upon 
| them, in the proviſion of Goqd, and preſervation from Evil, are for this End, that by 
the condu&t of his merciful Providence they may be led to Repentance, and received into 
his Favour. And the temporal Judgments inflited on Sinners, are medicinal in their 
Nature, and in his deſign to bring them toa ſight and abhorrence of Sin, to prevent their 
final ruin : if they prove mortal to any, *tis from their obſtinate Corruption. 'The time 
allowed to thoſe who are obnoxious to his Juſtice every hour, 1s not a mere reprieve from 
Torment, but a ſpace of Repentance to ſue out a Pardon : 'T hey. are ſpared in order to 
Salvation. The Lord is long-ſuffering to usward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that 
all ſhould come to Repentance, 2 Pet. 3.9.+ TE i gat ag De 9 
But, above all his other Works, the giving of jhis Son to be a Sacrifice for Sin, is an 
incomparable demonſtration how much he delights.in the Salvation of Men. . Since God 
has been at ſuch coſt toput them into a capacity. of 1obtaimng the Kingdom of unchange- 
able Glory, far tranſcending the earthly Paradiſe that was forteited by Sin, we have the 
ftrongeſt aſſurance that he deſires their Felicity. And how guilty and miſerable will 
thoſe Sinners be, that when Chriſt has opened Heaven to us by his Blood, refuſe to eater 
into it ? When Br«txs, the moſt noble Rowan, propounded to a Philoſgpher his deſign to 
reſtore Rome to Liberty, he replied, That the aCtion would be glorious indeed, but that 
ſo many ſervile Spirits that tamely ſtoop'd under Tyranny, were not worthy that a Man 
of Vertue and Courage ſhould hazard himſelt to recover _that for them, which they did 
ſolightly eſteem. The Redemption of Mankind is without controverſy the Maſter- piece 
of God's works, wherein his principal Attributes appear in their excellent Glory. But 
how aſtoniſhing is the unworthineſs of Men, who wretchedly neglect Salvation, which 
the Son of God purchaſed by a Life full of Sorrows, and a Death of infinite Sufteripgs ? 
Bleſſed Redeemer ! may it be ſpoken with the humble, affeQtionate, and thankful ſenſe 
of thy dying Love, Why didſt thou give thy felt a Ranſom for thoſe who are charm'd 
with their Miſery, and with the moſt toul Ingratitude diſvalue fo precious a Redempti- 
ON * 


| | ; ! 
O encourage us to ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven, I ſhall propound other Motives 
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on ? How jultly {hall they be for ever deprived of it ? Behold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder and 


ertſh. | a 

d E Conſider, this glorious Bleſſednefs ſhall be the Portion of all that unteignedly chooſe 

it, and earneſtly ſeek it.  'This motive was incloſed in the firſt, but deferves a ſeparate 

Conſideration. And of this we have infallible aſſurance from the Word of God, who can- 

not lie. Godlineſs has the Promiſe of the Life to come. This 15 a faithful ſaying, and wor. 

thy of all acceptation. 'The hope of a Chrittian is ſo certain, that tis compar'd to az Ay- 
chor faſtened in Heaven. And beſides the Fidelity of his Word, God has given us Secu- 

rity of the Reward, the Life of his Son. This methinks ſhould turn the Current of our 
Pclires and Endeavours to Heaven, For notwithſtanding all our toil and ſweat, the la- 
bour of the Day and the watchings of the Night for the obtaining Earthly things, yer 
we many times fall ſhort of our aims and hopes. "Twas the obſervation of the wiſeſt 
Man, 1 returned and ſaw under the Sun, that the Race is not to the ſwift, nor the Battel tothe 
Strong, neither yet Bread to the Wiſe, nor yet Riches to Men of Underſtanding, zor yet Fa- 
wvour to Men of Skill ; but Time and Chance happeneth to all, Indeed ſuch is the order of 
Divine Providence in the World, there muſt be different conditions of Men here: ſome 
Rich, others Poor ; ſome Noble, others Mean ; ſome in Command, others in SubjeQti- 
on. And from hence it is alſo evident, that neither Dignity, nor Riches, nor Pleaſures 
are the Happineſs of Man. For *tis not becoming the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God to 
make that the laſt end of the reaſonable Creature, which tho ſought with Sincerity and 
Diligence, may not be obtained, or of which without his own conſent he may be de- 
prived. Bur Civil diſtinQtions and qualities are of no value and conſideration with reſpe& 
to the obtaining or excjuding from Heaven. 'The rich and honourable that are 1n an ex-. 
alted State, have not a moreeaſy aſcent and entrance into the Kingdom of God than thoſe 
who are in the loweſt degree. The Stars appear with the ſame bignets ro him that ſtands 
in the deepeſt Valley as on the higheſt Hill. Is there any difference between the Souls of 
the rich and great in the World, and the Souls of the poor and deſpiſed ? Are they not 
equally the Off-ſpring of God, and equally ranſomed by the moſt precious Blood of his 
Son? Are they not equally capable of Eternal Rewards ? Are not the promiſes of the 


Heavenly Kingdom, equally addreſt to every one that has an immortal Soul, that is faith- 


ful to his Duty and Covenant with God ? This ſhould inſpire all with flaming Deſires, 
and draw forth their utmoſt Induſtry, avd make them ſtedfaſt and unmoveable, always to 


abound in the Work of the Lord, knowing our Tabour ſhall not be in vain in the Lord. 


I know the Carnal Will is impetuous and impatient of delay ; and earneſt for what is 
preſent, withthe negleC& of the future Glory. But the unreaſonableneſs of this is evident 
to all : for *tis not a new and ſtrange thing to ſow in hopes of reaping a Harveſt, for Men 
to be induſtrious and aQtive on Land and Sea for future Advantage. Nay, *tis the con- 


ſtant praftice of the World: "The Merchant, the Husbandman, the Student, the Soul- 
er, and every Man in the Circle of his Calling are viſible Inftances of this; and tho 


many times the moſt flouriſhing Hopes are blaſted, they are not diſcouraged. And is it 
nota ſight full of wonder, to obſerve Men chearful in Labours and Hardſhips in the Ser. 
vice of the World, to carry it ſo lightly as if they had Wings, and all for a poor and un- 
certam Recompence, and to be ſlow and languid in their Endeavours for a Reward as 
great and as ſure as God is glorious and true ? How many ambitiouſlly ſtrive to pleaſe a 
Prince, and wait long in his Service, who is but a Man, and therefore variable in his Tem- 


| Per and State, ſometimes is not willing to do what he can, and ſometimes cannot do 


what he would to reward his Servants? And is there not infinitely more reaſon we ſhould 
[abour to pleaſe God, who is the moſt liberal, and rich, and certain Rewaraer of all that 


ſeek him? 


3- Conſider how gracious the Terms are upon which Heaven is promiſed in the Goſpel. 
Our Saviour's Laws are ſo holy, juſt, and in their own Nature fo good to Men, even in 
their preſent performance, that their own Excellence, and Equity, and Sweetnefſs, is ſut- 
ficient to recommend them without a reſpe& to the glorious Reward of Obedience. 
For what can be more deſirable than conformity to the Nature of the bleſſed God ? Whar 


Pleaſure is comparable to that which ſprings from a pure Conſcience, from a godly, righ- | 


teous and ſober Converſation? How joytul is the performance of that Service which 
more immediately 1s diretted to the honour of the Divine Majeſty ? In Prayer, and other 
ſacred Ations, we draw near to the Fountain of Felicity, and receive from his Fulneſs. 
In the affeCtionate Praiſes of God, we are Companions of the Angels. And is not Inte- 
grity and Honeſty 1n our dealings with Men more cafie and comfortable than Fraud and 
Oppreſſion ? Is it not troubleſome to be always under a Mask, to uſe arts and diſguiſes to 
avoid the reproach and revenge that attends unjuſt Actions when diſcovered ? Are 

| Temperance 
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Temperance and Chaſtity. as hurtful to the Body, as Luxury and Laſciviouſneſs,” the 
eſſential parts of Carnal Felicity ? ' How miſerable s Man when the Heart is rent with 
numberleſs Vanities, the AﬀeCtions diſtrafted between various ObjeAs! how quiet and 
compoſed, when the Heart is united to, God as the ſupreme Good, and'the AﬀeQtions joy- 
fully conſpire in his Service! Can it then be de that the Yoke of Chriſt is heavy, 
and his Law hard ? Or are his Promiſes uncertain, and his Reward ſmall? No, his Com- 
manas are not” grievous ; in the keeping them there is 4 great Reward, a preſent Paradiſe, 
k Religion will make us happy hereafter inthe enjoyment of God, and happy-here in obe. 
wn to his Holy Will. Such is his Goodneſs, that our Duty and Happinels are the 
Fur it will be'faid, That the Goſpel requires us to pluck out the right Eye," and to'rat off 
the right Hand, and totake up the Croſs # Chriſt, that #, to mottify the deareft Luſts, "and 
ro ſubmit to the ſharpeſt Sufferings for his Honour, tht we may br trernalh 357 
\* -Tothisl anſwer : RT LE TRY IT 
"Tis true, the human Nature in this depraved'State,” only reliſhes ſuch ObjeQs as plea 
fantly infinuate with the Carnal Senſes, apd ris bitter ds) to bind 'up the' Aﬀettions 
from them. But Grace givesa new Divine Natare 'to the Soul, and" makes iteaſy to = 
ſtain from fleſhly Luſts. To make this more clear by + fedfible Inſtance ; Suppoſe x diſs 
eaſed Perſon,' whoſe , Stomach, is oppreſſed with corrupt Humours,” and his Throat'and 
Mouth ſo heated with Choler and continnal” Thirſt, that he thinks it impoſſible, tho for 
his Life, to abſtain from immoderate Drinking, If” a Pfiyficianby Tome powerful Me: 
| dicine cleanfes the Stomach; and tempers theimternal ' Heat} 'He then'cari' eafily reſtrain 
himſelf from Exceſs, Thus a Carnal Man that is full of Joly maſons, and irregu- 
lar Deſires, while there ate Pleaſures without, and PaſBions ynſubdied within, tho his 
Salvation depends on it, thinks it impoſſible to reſtrain the' exorbitant Ap| etites of Fleſh 
and Blood. The Geztiles thought it ſtrange, Chriſtians 44 pot 74 with them to the ſaint 


re” 4 


exceſs of Riot. But Divine Grace ſo clatifies andenlighretsrtic Mind; ſopurifies ahtlele- 
vates the AﬀeCtions, that *tis not only poſſible, biit eaſic to abſtain fromunlawful Pleaſures: 


St. Auſtin before his Converſion was aſtoniſh'd, chat many in the vigour of Youth; kd 
in a frail World lived chaſtly ; and refleQting upon himſelf,” was encouraged -by this 
Thought, that which ſuch and ſuch obſerve,” why ſhall it be impoſſibleto me to bbſerve? 
and upon ſerious trial, by the proſperous influence of Heaven, - was a'Cofiqueror over all 

carnal Temptations. Nay after his holy Change, the withholding his "Heart from vitious wm 
Delights, was inexpreſſibly more ſweet rhan his foriner enjoying'of them. Andre cu its? 
there not many .viſible examples of holy heayenly Chriftians, to whom'-groſſer ſenſi] 
Pleaſures are unſavory and contemptible?* You may as well tell the number 'of the Stars, 
as of thoſe who have praiſed Religion in its tries and purity, and by their enlight: 
ned Converſations direQed vs. in the way to Heaven.” And are their Bodies taken tron 
the Vein of a Rock, and not compoſed of Fleſh and Blood as well as others ? 'Are their 
Paſſions, like Solomon's brazen Sea, unmoveable by any Winds of Temptations? Are 
they entirely exempted from the impreſſion of 'ObjeQts, and the lower Aﬀe&tions? Ne 
they are alive, and ſenſible of thoſe things that raviſh the AﬀeCtions of carnal Men;' but 
by the power of Grace deſpiſe and overcomethem, ' And this Grace is offered in the Gol: 


pel to all that ſincerely deſire it, ſo that 'ris a' vain wyrerched pretence that Religion binds | 
to hard Service. het aL Ste JO OO NET 240 10 ESSHONG Of 6 


Tothe other part of the ObjeQtion, that ſometimes Religion expoſes the Profeſſors of it'ts 
heavy Sufferings, I anſwer ; Indeed the Goſpel is plain and peremptory in this, if we will 
reign with Chriſt, we muſt ſuffer with him, when we are called forth to give a noble teſtimo+ 
ny to his Truth. ?Tis no extraordinary Elevation, no point of PerfeQion, but the'duty 
of every Chriſtian to be always ready in the difpoſition and reſolution-of his Mind;”to 
facrifice his Life when the honour of Chriſt requires it. But *ris no hard conditionto' ſuf 
fer tranſient Afflitions for the obtaining a Hy oy, to be conformable tg the 
Image of our ſuffering Redeemer, that we may be crowned. with his Gloty:” How tya- 
ny Chriſtians eſteemed thernſelves. honoured in the Diſgrace, 'and blefſeq 1hthe Injuries 
they ſuffered for Chriſt, and with an. invincible Patience, '”and aſtonifhing Joy, endured 

the moſt cruel Perſecutions, tho yet the human Nature in them was as tender, and ſenſible 
of Pains as in others ? but the natural averſion and repugnatice to ſuffering was overruled 
by the determination of the rational Will, upon the accqiint of their Duty, and the Re- 
ward attending it. They gave a moſt convinciny 


x (ealible” Teftimony how much more 
valuable Heaven is, than this preſent World, willingly expoſing themſelves to all Evil 
here, and rejoycing in hope of a glorious Ifſue; | go. 
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"Of HEAVEN. Chap. XIV. 


In ſhort; the Reward of Obedience is a triumphal Crown ; and where there is no 
Viory, there can be no Triumph ; and where no Combat, no Victory ; and where no 


| Enemy, no Combat. Therefore we are commanded to fight againſt our internal Ene- 


mies, our corrupt AﬀeCtions, to kill the Luſts of the Fleſb, and to encounter and over- 
come, by Humility and meek Submiſſion, the Cruelty of malicious Enemies without 
us, in order to obtain the Crown of Life. And a Believer that has Heaven 1n taſte and 
expeQtation, wall To Oar oa the moſt pleaſant, and willingly endure the ſharpeſt 
Temptations, -for the bleſſed Reward of his Obedience. | 


Laſtly, Fervent and conſtant Prayer is requiſit for the Grace of God, that we may fix our 


Aims aright upon eternal Happineſs, and uſe thoſe ſure Means that with divine Advan- 


ex proprie miſerte conſcientia. 2, By the inward inlightning from the Spirit of 


tage are propos'd in the.Scriptures, that can make us wiſe to Salvation. Such is the depra- 


* 


vation of Man ſince his Fall, the. Mind is diverted by vain Thoughts, and the Heart pre- 
poſſeſs'd with ſenſual Defires, that till the Sperit q his Mind be renewed, and his original 
Aﬀe&tions to the Supream Good be revived and reſtored by Divine Grace, .he is regardleſs 
of.jr, and only applies himſelf to,what is pleaſing to Senſe, There may be ſome tranſt- 
ent Glances, and volatile Wiſhesof Heaven in Carnal Men, but they are miſerably weak 
= inefteual. Therefore a moſt neceſſary Duty incumbent upog us, is by: humble a 
fervent Prayer to addreſs our ſelves to God for his Spirit, to enlighten our Minds, that 
ws may belieye the Reality and Greatneſs of the Eternal Reward ; and to reform our 
Wills, that we may feel its attraftive Force, - Both theſe AQts of the Spirit are requiſite, 
that the Love of God, as our chief Felicity, may be the regent Principle of our Hearts 
| wg this end the Holy Spirit convinces Men thorowly of the Reality and Greatneſs 
of an inviſible and future Pts An the Light of the Goſpel, how many of emineat 
"ntelleftual Faculties are ſtupid as to their great Intereſt, and ſpend themſelves about 
Triffes, and are.equally traQtable. ta Eternal Ruin, as the Ox to the Slaughter ? He that 
is def{itute of, the 1uminating Grace of the Spirit, 5 bind, and cannot ſee afar of. Now 
by the Analogy between the corporal and incelſeQtual Faculties, we may underſtand in 
ſome meaſure how the Mind is illuminated by the Spirit of God, For as to the a@ of 
Seeing, twothings are requilitez x. External Light in the Air, without which the Co- 
lours, Figures andBeauties of . ObjeQts are not viſible to the ſharpeſt Eye, but lie obſcur'd 
under impenetrable Darkneſs, - 2. Internal Light in the Eye, in which the viſive Power 
conhiſts : if this be extinguiſh'd, the cleareſt Light of Heaven 1s of no uſe for the diſco- 
very of Things, Thus the Underſtanding is enabled to ſee Spirityal Things. 1. By the 
Revelation of the ObjeQ : In this reſpeRt Life aud Immortality are brought to Light by the 
Goſpel. Till that bright Diſcovery was made of Eternal Bleſſedneſs, 1t was above the 
deſires and hopes of \nful Man. Celum, homo nec optare poterat ex ignorantia, ra +voal 
[dom 
that removes the Ignorance, Prejudice, and Inadvertency of the Mind, which as S les 
darkned its Sight, and diſpoſes it to perceive the Verity and Excellency of ſpiritual and 
future Things, tho not with comprehenſive Evidence, yet with that aſſurance, that no 
doubtfulneſs or ſuſpence remains concerning them. ?Tis obſervable that Faith is expreſt 


in Scripture, by Prudence, Wiſdom, and Knowledg, whereby a Man knows the Grounds 


7 
7 


and Motives of his Judgment and AQtions. And Sin is called Folly, For as when the 


underſtanding Faculty, either from the indiſpoſedneſs of the Organs, as in Idiots, or from 
the diſorder of Fancy, by inflammation of the Humours, as in diſtrafted Perſons, can- 
not weigh and compare, and therefore makes a perverſe Nochunent of things ; ſo the car- 
nal Mind, by not due meaſuring and pondering, judges falſly of Spiritual Things. If 
ſomething no bigger than the Hand were pur before the Eye, it would intercept the {ighr 
of the Heavens; and he that not conſidering the Properties of things near and diſtant, 
{ſhould conclude that Piece to be bigger than the Heavens, were juſtly reputed a Fool. 
And the folly of carnal Men is more groſs, who prefer things preſent to Senſe, before 
what 1s future and of everlaſting conſequence to the Soul. But there are ſome A&tons, 
which it done by a Natural, would be counted Folly ; yet being done by thoſe who in 
the reputation of the World are Wiſe, areefteemed prudent, but they are the moſt deplo- 
rable Folly, Now asthe reſtoring the Leſum principium, the broken Mind to its ſound 
ſtate, whereby *tis able to conſider, diſcern and conclude of things according to their | 
Nature, ſuch is the aCtion of God's Spirit upon the corrupt Mind, clarifying and en- 

bghrniog it, ſo that 1t receives full convition by the cleareſt Marks of Divine Authority 
ſhinivg 1n the Goſpel, of the Truth of all the great and precious Promiſes therein contain- 
ed, and cauſing it, by a ſteddy application of the Thoughts, to ſee the vaſt difference 


between 
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XIV. Of HEAV EN. 


between what 1s Tama and Eter nal ; how deſpicably Tight all the Vanics of this 
World are found, | nts 7 t tl nigg tie ſtimable Happineſs of 


I 
the next. In ſhorty ch: th on wW wb pPacp pirituaFYhinS agording totheir Nature 
and CRE believes, eſteems, and deter that th eternal moment, and 
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are C 
abſolutely n SIS! for the Happineſs of Man, And as when the natural EACUItY of _ſce- 
ing is peri tis irreparable by human Ski, "and without a Miracle can never be reſto- 

ſo Ras intelleQuual Faculty, when darkned by ſinful Luſts, without the renewing 


power of the Spirit, ca# mever knod S peut Thbngdas they ought to.be known, Therefore 
as the blind Men in the Goſpel who af ir'd of enki bow the Phyſicians, hearing of the 
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Nt that 
he. a free and full conſent it may defire Woh Eter ther 
Without this, the conviCtion of -the Mind 1 Y Hick A hoc enough to convert the Soul 

- fromthe loveofthe World; to-choote Heaven; —Fherema 
without a renewed Heart. Tho the Judgment _—_ that God is the Supream Good, 


yet rill the Heart be circumciſed, ghe ſen! "yy Feb AfﬀeQions taken away, divine Love 
that directs the Life to God as our bleſſed can A way il It, be: that Men 
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had a ſenſible; and ſtrong aſſurance of the Eternal State, her thoſe who lived _ 
godly 1na viſible .L aſcended with” St Heaven," Dy ho continued in : 
their Sins viſibly deſcended into Hell, as Corah and his Com BA were ſwallowed up 2 
[live by the 'Earth, before he tf xultationzof the 
Saints above, their high Praiſe a T Co 
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Teo of the Texts: The FEYLE _ unreformed Simer flat be Adv 

"and. Breynal.”” "The Tornient ts in Fell exceed the heavieſt Judgments mnflified * hert. 
* They are repreſented | mn "Sedbur ſoa. to inſtruft and terrify Sinners. The: Soul 
*. ſhall. be thechief Mourner 4 in. Hell... The. 4pprebenſion ſhall be. enlarged to. all. of- 
-» fliting Objets. The Thoughts ſhall be-fixt upatt what is Tormenting, - All:the 
Tormenting Paſſions u will be let looſe a the Guilty Soul. Shame, Sorrow, Rage, 
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WO their Worm dieth not, and the Fire i not gents 


—_— HE Words annteriuintf a'powerful Motive, by our "Bleſſed Saviotr 
37 5:0" gitg"Teniptations to Wy How grateful or uſeful ſo- 
thy Hlni offi tut it © thy Foot offend thee, tut 
offend thee; plack it out: © AI Ve Occaſions whereby Sin in- 
$'d Inclinations, whether it bribes us with Profit,” 6 allures 
immediately cyr off, and for cyer ſeparated from vs. This Cout- 
very ws Ws the" bye Nan. who freely eeiwerſes with Temptations > To 
do Violence ts bienſelf; and tear his beloved Lufts f his 'Boſorn, the Carnal Nattie 
will not por Our Sepioyr therefore urges ſuch Arguinents as may move the: Un- 
ﬀeQtions; - muy ſtrike Senſe a d Conktience® i" Foy 3 is better to entev: mito 
mea,” than having two ands to' yo into Hell, where the Fire never ſhall be quenchid. 
*-Flope and Fear are the'moſt aQtive Paſſions = The Hope of Heaven is motive enough to 
"Induces true Believer ro' deſpiſe and "rejeft-all the Advantages and Pleaſures of Sin that 
are but for a Seaſon : and the Fear of an Everlaſting Hell, is ftrong enough to controul 
Ut avon re- the vicious Appetites, Reaſon determines, that when a Gangreen that is deadly and 
_ & ig. 1preading, has ſeiz'd upon a Member, preſently to cut off an affeted Arm or 345 'T 
"GS: ur vale fave the reſt : how much more reaſonable and neceſſary is 1t to part with the moſt charm- 
azimo, quic: ing-and favourite Sin, to preſerve the Soul irom Eternal Death * *Tis obſervable, our Sa- 
negabis? "c Viour inculcates three times, that Men may take notice of it with terror, Where the 
pretium pars Worm never dies, and the Fire is never quenched : A Worm proving upon the Bowels, 
majus date that are of the moſt tender and quick ſenſe, Fire that cauſes the moſt vehement pain, are 
wd; fearful Repreſentations to typify the Torments of the Damned : And that the Worm is 
"undyi ing, and the Fireunquitc ble, infinitely aggravates their Puniſhment. 
he Propoſition isthis: That hy puniſhmeat of thoſe who will retain their pleaſant 
or profitable Sins, ſhall be extream and eternal. 


In the handling of this Point, Iwil), 


1. Diſcourſe of the Extremity of the Puniſhment. 
_ 2, Of the Eternity of it, 


r. Of the Extremity of it. 
Before the particular Deſcription of the Pains of the Damned, I ſhall obſerve in gene- | 
ral, That the full Repreſentation of Hell is beyond all human Expreſſion ; nay our moſt 
fearful Thoughts cannot equal the Horrour of it. Who knows the Power of thine Anger ? 
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. carmat be folly; ugderſtood till, enjoyed,” fo:the Torments. of Hell aannot be'comprehended 

( call. felt, + Bok, we may have ſome diſcovery. of- thoſe unknowh 'Terrors, bythe following 

Canſdermigok 12) bi fo mwah Dol ge wes none Magento ve is wi 
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compariſon: of wane ubeat of. Sinners ih y: 
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.yenge- of his irreconcilable Hatred? 

+,/:02-)- The-Miferies of the preſent State: Ne 

Jlowniyerſally; afflifted, ſo deſolate, but fomethiog remains'ro-ſweeten-the ſenſe of thetr 
Sufferings. - Judgments are tempered with Mercies. Noe Man is tortor'd with all Dif- 

caſes, nor forſaken of all Friends,: nor utterly: without Comfort.” And when the AﬀMilic- 


rees; and nothing but Evil; 
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Jun of Thoughts upply it ſelf to an Objed, the | ni in 4 
of Battel, deep Wounds are not felt. And as God by a natitral. Conſtitution has ordered, that the Body ſo touched and marvel, ex 
Cites a painful ſenſe in the Saul ; be may have 'ordained that the Devils ſhall in the plate 
to which they ſhall be confin'd, | rd a Rat 
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it were to.excliange a Torujent'66r-a' Refreſhnitcit, + Phe $efipture:Fptkcs of che Wt 
- ment Heatand fiery' Thirty randiouter Darkneſs in whithtthe? Daniaeaifuty; to _y 
hr: rights of Faſtice in; the Torment of ;thofe Senſes, Forths Pleaſhys of 46Hich Mer:wil- 
fu t : broke the'haws of- God: k 3 \ \ DE KIRK! Surety he'*} AD JAIL £ WI AS,” 4 \ . gl 
- .. But:the Soul being : the:chief Sinnery! ſhall be the chief Mourner 'in-rhofe Regions of 
:Sorvow.. &n'Tmage of this'we have inthe Agonies'sf Spirit, which fomerirfies-the 
: Saints themſelvesare in here, and which the moſt ſtubborn''$1 ers' dam nitither FE Rar 
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endure, Job; was afflicted in-that minherithat he complains; Fhe 13 the Altivhty 
are with me, the Poiſon whereof drinks up my Spirit, the Terrors of God ſet ve vet 
MW : ra) againſt me. If a Spark of his Diſpleaſure falls on the guilty Conſcience, it tears and 
E/ - blows up al}, aa. Fire-balledſt imo. a Magazine. .c Sofoniony; who underftded the Ffame 
I of human Nature, tells os, "The Spirit of tis Man can bewr his Tnfirowtty Vp s;- the Mind 
fortified by priticiples of morabCovihfel and'Ednſtagcy;/can'ehdure theaffivle df extornal 
'Eyils; but 1s wounded Spitie who can belt *SFhis is moſt fupportable when the ny Kd 
remorſe of -the:Mind is fron the ſenfe of-Gwilvitifor rhe Godappeats an 'Hnemy,-Righ- 
:te00s and Sever®; and who can encounter with fferded Ofibipotence ? Stch is theſHarp- 
neſs. of this' Sword, and: the weight of his Hahd,: that"byery -ftroke'is deadly' inWard. 
Satan the cruel Enemy of Souls, exaſperates the Wounds.” 'He difeoversand-charges'Stn 
.ypon the Conſcience with all its killing Aggravations, and conceals the Dibine Mercy, the 
only Lenitive and Balm tothe Wounded'Spirt. --W hat Viſions of 'Hotror, what Spec- 
.tacles of Fear,” what Scents of Sorrow are preſented ito the diftfraQted' Mind by” the 
Prince of: Darkneſs ? And, which heightens the Miſery, -Man 1s a worſe Eneriy to him- 
ſelf than Satan : he falls upon his own Sword, and deftroys himſelf, The guilty Confci- 
ence turns the. Sun into Darkneſs, and the Moon into Blood+ the'precious 'Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, that aſſure Favour::and Pardon to returning and relenting Sinners; are turtig1n- 
to Argumentsof Deſpair, by refleQting upon the abuſe and provocation of Mercy, that'the 
Advocate in God's boſom,is become the Accufer, Whatever the Soul-wounded Sinnet+ſees 
or hears, afitts him ;. whateverhe thinks, torments him. All the Diverſions in the World, 
Buſineſs, Pleaſures, merry Converſation, Comedies, are 'as ineffeQaal to give freedom 
from thoſe Stings and Furiesin the Breaſt, as the ſprinkling of Holy Water js to expel a 
raging Devil from a poſſeſt Perſon. T hoſe who in their Pride and'Jollity,' have deſpiſed 
ſerious Religion, either asa-fond Tranſport and Extaſy towards God; 'or. a dull Melancho- 
ly and Dejettion-about the Soul, - or an idle Scrupuloſity about indifferentthings, yet whetr 
God has ſet their Sins with all their killing circumſtances im order before'their Eyes, how 
_ how confounded arethey atthat Apparition? How reſtleſs, with the dreadful 
expectation of- the doom that attends them !- Belſhazzer in'the midſt of his Cups, and 
Herd of Concubines, by a few Words' written 6n the Wall, containing his Proceſs and 
Judgment, was9 oriled by his Guilty Jealous Conſcience, that his Joints were loofed, 
Nature ſunkwunder the Apprehenſion. | Now: all theſe troubles 'of | Mind "are but the be- 
BInOINSS of Sorrows, but the Smoak of the infertial Furnace, but Earneſts of that terri- 
e Sum which divine Juſtice will ſeverely'exa@ of the Wicked in Hell — 
E. Indeed theſe Examples are rare, and -not- regarded'by the moſt,” and by ſome look'd 
B on as the ettcQs of DiſtraQtion : But to convinte the bold and careleſs Sinners, who'never 
F felt the ſtings of an awakened Conſcience, what extream Terrors ſeize wpon the Wicked 
| '__ _ latheother World, conſider, oo ne A TWO on 
'1 1. The Apprehenſion ſhall be more clear and enlarged than in the preſetit State. - Now 
the Soul 1s oppreſt with a weight of Clay, and in Drow ſineſs and Obſcurity. © The preat 
things of. Eternity are of lirtle force to convince the:Conifeience, or perſwade the AﬀeRti- 
ons. But then the Soul ſhall work with the quickeſtaRivity. The Mind ſhall by anir- 
reſiſtible Light take a full view of all afflifting-ObjeQs; ' ' The moſt ſtupid and unconcern- 
ediSinners {hall then ſee and feel their ruin State, what glorious Felicity they have'Joſt, 
whata Miſery they are plunged'into,/ without #ny poſſibility of lefſeting it by falſe'Con- 
ceits, and receiving any relief by'the error! of Imagination. 4 LAIBEDGOB DEG 
2. The mournful Thoughts ſhall be always fixt upon what is tormenting. - 'The'Soul 
in conjunCtion with the Bodyjcancot always apply it felf to one ſort of 'ObjeQs,© For 
the Minittry of the ſenfible Faculties is requiſite to its Operations. © Agd the Body tniiſt 
be ſupported by Eating and Drinking and Reſt, which interrupts troubleſom Thoughts. 
Beſides, tlic variety of Objefts *nd Accidents here avert the Mind ſometimes from what 
3s affliting., , But the ſeparate Soul is in no dependance on the Body, and after theiy reu- 
nion,” there ſhall be no neceſſity of Food'or Sleep, or any other animal aQions toTupport 
it, but't ſhall bereſtored to a new capacity for new Torments, and preſerved in that miſe- 
Jable Stateby the.power-of God. There will be nothing then to divert the loſt Soul from 
ſad Refleions upon its Miſery. There are no lucid intervals in Hell. © # 
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. All the tormenting Paſſions will then be let. looſe at once upon the guilty Creature, 
And if there be no ſingle Paſſion ſo weak, but heightned, will break the Spirit, and ren- 
der Life ſo miſerable, that a Man will take SanQtuary in the Gravetoeſcape; how miſera- 
ble is the Condition, when the moſt fierce and united Paſſions war againſt the Soul? This 
is ſignified by the mever-dying Worm that gnaws on the tendereſt parts, and of quickeſt 
ſenſe. Shame, Sorrow, Deſpair, Fury, Hatred and Revenge, are ſome of that Brood 
of Vipers that torment the Damned. Co TE any 
1. Shame is a Paſſhon of which Human Nature is very ſenſible, and this in the higheſt | 
degree of Confuſion ſhall ſeize on the Wicked. For al the juſt cauſes of Shame ſhall Pan. r2. 2. 
then meet. The inward ſource: of it is the conſciouſneſs of Guilr, of Turpitude and 
Folly in the Actions ; and all theſe are the inſeparable AdjunQts of Sin, The guilty Tacita ſudane 
Soul by a piercing reflection upon its Crimes, has a ſecret ſhame of its Degeneracy and P/=cordia cul: 
Unworthineſs. The Paſſion is increas'd, when a diſcovery is made of vile praRtices that *© FR 
defile and debaſe a Man, expoſe to Contempt and Infamy, before Perſons of high Quali- 
ty and eminent Vertue, whom we admire and reverence, and whoſe eſteem we value. 
To be ſurprized in an unworthy Attion by ſuch a Perſon, diſorders the Blood, and tranſ. 
fuſes a Colour into the Face, to cover it with a Veil of Bluſhing, And the more nume- 
rous the SpeQators are, the more the Diſgrace is aggravated. And if Deriſion be joined 
with the Ignominy, it cauſes extream Diſpleaſure, O the univerſal Contulion, the over- 
__ powring Amazement that will ſeize on Sinners 1n the Bo Day of Diſcovery, when all 
the Works of Darkneſs, all their baſe Senſualities ſhall be revealed before God, Angels 
and Saints ! When all the Covers of Shame ſhall be taken off, the Excuſes and Lenaals, 
to extenuate or conceal their Sins, ſhall vaniſh, and their Breaſts be tranſparent to the 
Eyes of all! How will they be aſhamed of their foul and permament Deformity in the 
Light of that glorious Preſence ? How will they be aſtoniſh'd to appear 1n all theit Pol- 
lutrons before that bright and immenſe Theatre ? How will they be confounded to ſtand 
in all their Guilt before that ſublime and ſevere Tribunal ? How will they endure the up- 
braidings for all the Sins which they have ſo wickedly committed, and the derifion for the 
Puniſhment they ſo deſervedly ſuffer ? The holy Judg will /augh at their Calamity, and 
moth when their fear comes. The Righteous alſo ſhall ſee, and ſball laugh at them ; Lo theſe 
are the Men that made not God their Portion, but periſhing Vanicies, that preferr'd ſweet 
Folly before ſevere Wiſdom, The Devils will reproach them for that ſcorntul advantage 
they had over them, That as Children are ſeduc'd tor things of Luſtre to part with real 
Treaſures, fo they were eaſily perſwaded for the Trifles of Time to exchange Eternal 
Happineſs. Whither will they cauſe their Shame to go ? Jer. 14. 12. Thoſe black Sinners 
that here never change colour for their Filthineſs, that hardned by cuſtom in Sin, are ime» 
netrable to Shame, as the brute beaſts that are abſolutely deſtitute of reaſon ; nay, that 
ave not only overcome all tenderneſs, but glory 1m thrir Shame, ſhall glow at the mani- 
feſtation of their ſordid Luſts, their vile Servilities; and be cavered with Confuſion, and 
the ſenſe of it ſhall be revived in their Minds for ever. . - 
2. To open Shame is joined the greateſt iriward Sorrow. This Paſſhon, whea violent, 
penetrates the Soul in all its Faculties, and faſtens it tothe afflitting Objeft. Whea it 
dwells in the Boſom, it gives an eaſy entrance to whatever cheriſhes and encreaſes it, and 
rejects what might aſſwage and leſſen the ſenſe of the Evil. The moſt pleaſant things do 
not excite Deſire or Joy, but exaſperate Grief, Like thoſe Animals that convert the beſt 
nouriſhment into their own Poiſon ; ſo deep Sorrow receives mournful- impreſſions from 
all things, and turns the ſweeteſt Comforts of Life into Wormwood and Gall. The 
cauſes of Sorrow are either the loſs of ſome valued Good, or the ſenſe of ſome preſent 
Evil. And the Sorrow.1s more violent, as the Cauſe is great in it ſelf, and in the appre- 
henſion and tenderneſs of the Sufferers. Now both theſe Cauſes, with all the heavy Cir- 
cumſtances that can multiply and aggravate Sorrow, meet in Hell the Centre of Miſe- 


y 


"T he loſs is inconceivably great. If Cain, when baniſhed from the Society of the Saints 
where God was publickly worſhip'd, and by ſpiritual Revelations and viſible Apparitions, 
graciouſly made himſelf known, cry'd out in anguiſh of Sbul, My paniſhmens is greater 
than I can bear ; from thy Face ſalt I be hid, and I ſhall be a Fligitive upox the Earth: how 

. Intolerable will the final ſeparation from his glorious and joyful Preſence be ? In the clear 
and transforming Viſion of his Glory, and the intimate and indiffojuble Unioa with him 
by Love, conſiſts the PerfeQtion and SatisfaCtion of the immortal Soul, The Felicity re- 
ſulting from it, is as entire and eternal, as God is Great and True, who has ſo otten pro- 
mis'd it in Scripture, Now the Damned are for ever excluded frort! the reviving Preſetice 
of God. *Tis often ſeen how tenderly and impatiently the humane Spirit reſents the loſs 
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that when all his Sons and Daughters roſe vp to comfort him, he refuſed to be comforted, 
and ſaid, I will go down mourning to the Grave. Indeed this overwhelming Sorrow 1s both + 
a Sin and a Puniſhment. ?Tis ordained by the righteous and unchangeable Decree of 
Gorl, that every inordinate Aﬀe&tion in Man ſhould be his own Tormentor. But it the 
loſs of a poor frail Creature for a ſhort time be ſo afflicting, how inſupportable will the 
Sorrow be for the loſs of the Bleſſed God for ever ? Who can fully conceive the Extent 
and Degrees of that Evil ? For an Evil riſes in proportion to the Good of which it de- 
prives us: It muſt therefore ſollow, that Celeſtial Bleſſedneſs being an infinite eternal 
Good, the excluſion from it-is proportionably Evil. And as the Felicity of the Saints re- 
ſults from the Fruition of God 1n Heaven, and from compariſon with the contrary State : 
So the Miſery of the Damied ariſes both from the thoughts of loſt Happineſs, and from 
the laſting Pain that torments them. 

It may be replied, If this be the utmoſt Evil that is conſequent to Sin, the Threat- 
ning of it is likely to deter but few from the pleafing their corrupt Appetites : for carnal 
Men have ſuch groſs and vitiated AﬀeCtions that are careleſs of ſpiritual Happineſs. They 
cannot taſte and ſee how good the Lord is. 


To this a clear Anſwer may be given : In the next State, where the Wicked {hall be - 


| for ever without thoſe Carnal ObjeAs that here deceive and delight them, when depri- 


ved of all things that pleaſe their voluptuous Senſes, their Apprehenſions will be chang- 
ed; they ſhall underſtand whata Happineſs it is to enjoy God, and what a Miſery to be 
expelPd from the Celeſtial Paradiſe. Our Saviour tells the Fews, There ſhall be weeping and 


 gnaſhing of Teeth, when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, . and all the Prophets in'the 


Kingdom of God, and you your ſelves thruſt out, Tuke i5. 28. How will they- pine 
with envy at the ſight of that triumphant Felicity, of which they ſhall never be Parta- 
kers ? To ſee that bleſſed Company entring into the ſacred Manſions of Light, will make 
the loſs of Heaven infinitely more diſcernable and terrible to the Wicked, who ſhall be 
caſt into outer DO, and for ever be deprived of Communion with God and his Saints. 
Depart from me, will be as dreadful a part of the Judgment, as Eternal Fire. 

With the loſs of the moſt excellent Good, the ſuffering of the moſt affliting painful 
Evil isjoin*d. The Sentence is, Depart ye Curſed into Everlaſting Fire. And if an ima- 
ginary Sorrow conceived in the Mind without a real external Cauſe, as in melanchol 
Perſons, when groſs Vapours darken and corrupt the brightneſs and purity of the Spirits 
that are requiſite for its chearful Operations, is often ſo oppreſſing, that Nature finks un- 
der it ; How inſupportable will the Sorrow of condemned” Sinners be, under the imprefſ- 
ſion and ſenſe of God's Almighty and avenging Hand, when it ſhall fully appear how 
pure and holy he is in his Anger for Sin, how juſt and dreadful in puniſhing Sinners ? It 
_ be, the indulgent Sinner may leſſen his fear of Hell, by fancying the number of 
Sufferers will aſſwage the ſenſe of their Miſery. But this is a fooliſh Miſtake ; for the 
number of Sufferers ſhall be-ſo far from affording any Relief, that the Miſery isaggrava- 
ted by the Company and Communication of the' Miſerable, Every one is ſurrounded 
with Sorrows, and by the ſights of Wo about him, feels the univerſal Grief. The weep- 
ing and wailing, the cries and dolorous expreſſions of all the Damned, increaſe the tor- 
ment and vexation of eyery one. As when the Wind conſpires with the Flame, *tis more 
fierce and ſpteading. 


3- The Concomitant of Sorrow will be Fury and Rage againſt themſelves, as the true 


_ cauſes of their Miſery. For God will make ſuch a diſcovery of his Righteous Judg- 


ment, that not only the Saints ſhall glorify his Juſtice in the condemnation of the W ick- 
ed, but they ſhall be ſo convinc'd of it, as not to be able to charge their Judg with a- 
ny defe&t of Mercy, or exceſs of Rigour in his proceedings againit them. As the Man 
in the Parable of the Marriage-Feaſt, when tax'd for his preſumptuous intruſion withour 
a Wedding-Garment, How cameſt thou in hither ? was ſpeechleſs: ſo they will find no 
plea for their Juſtification and Defence, but muſt receive the eternal Doom with ſilence and 
confuſion. "Then Conſcience ſhall revive the bitter remembrance of all the methods of 
Divine Mercy for their Salvation, that were ineffetual by their Contempt and ObRti- 
nacy. All the compaſſionate Calls by his Word, with the holy Motions of the Spirit, 
were like the ſowing of. Seed in the ſtony Ground, that took no Root, and never came 
to perfection. All his terrible Threatnings were but as Thunder to the Deaf, or Light- 
ning to the Blind, that little affefts them; the bounty of his Providence defign'd to lead 
them to Repentance, had the ſameeffeft as theShowers of Heaven upon Briarsand Thorns, 
that make them grow the faſter. And that a Mercy ſo ready to pardon, did not pro- 
duce in them a correſpondent AfﬀeCtion of grateful obedient Love ; but by the moſt un- 
worthy provocations they pluck'd down the Vengeance*due to obſtinate Rebels, will ſo 
enragethe Damned againſt themſelves, that they will be leſs miſerable by the Miſery 


they 
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they ſuffer, than by the convittion of their torn Minds, that they-were the ſole Cauſes of 
it. What Repentings will be kindled withih them, for the Rupid neglect of the great Sab 
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Heaven is in them, ,by thoſe holy and qr” AﬀeQtions that are always exerciſed in the 


CHAP. Il Ro ey 
The Eternity of Miſery makes it moſt intolerable. The Juſtice of God clear'd in the 
Eternal puniſhment of Sinners for temporary Sins. The Wiſdom of God requires 
that the Puniſhment tbreatned ſhould be powerful to preſerve the Commands of the 
Law inviolable. There is att inſeparable connexion between the Choice and Aftions 
 6f Men here, and their Condition ſor ever. The Damned are unquaſified for any 
Favour. The immenſe guilt of Sin requires a proportion in the Puniſhment. 
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HE Eternity of their Miſery makes it above all other Conſiderations intolerable. 
Our Saviour repeats it thrice inthe Tpact of #4 few Verſes, to terrify thoſe whe 
fpare ſome” favorite Corruption, that' i» Hell their Worm dies not, end the Fire never 
iuenched. Galt will never reverſe his Sentence, and they ſhall never change their State: 
How Wong would carnal Men raſe the word Eternal out of the Scriptures; bat«to 
tlieir grief rhey. find it joined with the Felicity of Heaven, and the Torments of, Hell: 
The ſecond Death has all the terrible Qualities of the firſt, but not the eaſe and end it 
brings to Miſery. All the Tears of thoſe: forlor' Wretches ſhall never quench j0n6 
{patk of the Fire. Where are the delicious Fare, the Muſick, the Purple, and all:the -þ 
carnal Delights of "the Rich Man ? they are all changed mto a contrary ſtate of Miſery; | 
gd that ſtare is fix'd for ever. * From his vaniſhing Paradiſe he deſce 1nto; agſeyer- 
laſting Hell. In this the Vengeance of God is infinitely more heavy than the moſt tetri-., 
ble execution from Men. Human Juſtice and' Power can inflift but, one; Death.(that. 
| will be'ſoon'diſpatch'd ) upon a Malefa&tor worthy to ſuffer a hundred:Deaths; if. be be. 
condemned ro the Fire, they cannot make him live and die together,: to-burn and; noe be 
conſumed. . But God will fo'far ſupport'the Damned-in'their Totments, that they ſhall 
always have ſtrength to feel, tho no ſtrength patiently to--endure: them. Thoſe extream 
Torments which would extinguiſh the preſent Lifein a moment, ſhall be ſuffered for.ever, 
This Conſideration infinitely aggravates the Miſery ; - For the loſt Soul; rack'd; with. the 
fearful Contemplation of whit it mbſt ſuffer for ever; feels, as it were. at once, all the. 
Evils that ſhall torment it inits whole duration; The perpetuity of the Miſery:is always, 
felt by previſion. This is as the cruel breaking of the Bones upon the Wheel, when the 
Soul is rormented by the foreſight of Miſery, that without allays ſhall continue in the Cir- 
culation of Eternal Ages: "Fo make this mote ſenſible, let us conſider; that pain makes 
the Mind obſervant of the paſſing of - the hours: Tn Pleaſures, Time with.a quick and 
ſitent motion, inſenſibly flides away-; but in"Troubles the Hours ars tedious z in violent 
Pains we reckon the Minutes as long, *Tis obſervable, how paſſionately: the afflited 
| Plalmiſt complains, Will the Lord caſt off for ever ? Will he be favoarable no more * Doth, 
his Promiſe fail for evermore * Hath he forgotten to be graciaws * Hath he 13 Anger ſhut up, 
his tender Mercies ? Pſal. 77. 7: In what various patherick: Forms does he expreſs the ſame 
AﬀeCtion ? Tho he had aſſurance thar the gracious God 'would riot be always ſevere,” yet 
his Anguiſh forc'd from himi Cornplaints, as.if the moment of his Trouble were an Ez 
rernity. But what ſtrains of Sorrow are among the Damned,, who belxes the pre- 
{ent ſenſe of their Miſery; have always in their Thotights the vaſt Eternity wherein Ex 
f roliſt ſuffer it ? Aidan Wie 
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When three terrible Evils were propounded to David's Choice, pining Famine for 

thrce Years, or bloody War tor three Months, or devouring Peltilence for three Days ; 
he choſe the ſhorteſt, tho in it ſelf the heavieſt Evil. 

Many fad Days muſt paſs under the other Judgments, where Death by anticipation in 

ſuch variety of Shapes would be preſented to the Mind, that the lingring expeQation of 

it would afli& more than the ſudden ftroke ; whereas the fury of the Peſtilence would 


be ſoon over, But the Damned have not this relief, bat ſhall be tormented day and night 


for ever and ever. How earneſtly do they ſeek for Death, but cannot, find it ? What a 


Favour would they eſteem it to be annihilated ? For certainly, if when the Evils in the 
preſent State are ſo multiplied, that no comfort is left, or ſo violent that the afflicted Per- 
ſon cannot enjoy them, and refreſh his ſorrowful Spirit, Death is choſen rather than 
Life; it cannot be imagined that in the future State, where the Miſery is extream, and 
nothing remains to allay it, that the Damned ſhould be in love with the unhappy good of 
fiinple being, and not chuſe an abſolute extinQion if it might be. 

If any one ſhould be fo fooliſh to think that Cuſtom will render that State more tole- 
rable, he will find a terrible confutation of his vain Fancy. Indeed, continuance un- 
der light Evils may. arm the Mind with patience to bear them ; bur in great Extremi- 
ties it makes the Evil more: ponderous and intolerable. He that is tortured with the 


Stone, or on the Rack, the longer the Torture continues, the leſs able he is to ſuſtain 


it, In ſhort, as the Joy of Heaven is infinitely more raviſhing, that the Blefſed are 
without fear of loſing it ; ſothe Miſery of Hell is proportionably tormeating, that the 
Damned are abſolutely deſtitute of Hopes of releaſe. *T'is a fearful thing to fall into the 
Hands of the living God, who lives for ever, and will puniſh for ever incorrigible Sin- 
ners! 

There are ſome who ſtrongly fancy, *tis not conſiſtent with Divine Juſtice to in- 
fli& an eternal Puniſhment for temporary Sins. Theretore they ſoften the Sentence, by 
interpreting the Words of Chriſt, Theſe ſhall go into Everlaſting Puniſhment, of the anni- 
hilation of impenitent Sinners ; that is, they ſhall be for ever deprived of Heaven, but . 
not ſuffer Torments for ever. 

. To this there is a clear Anſwer: 1. 'The direct oppoſetzon between everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment, and everlaſting Life, inthe words of Chriſt, is a convincing Argument they are to 
be underſtood in the ſame extent for an abſolute Eternity. And the words in the Revela- 
tion' are ſoexpreſs, that they admit no mollifyzng Interpretation, 'They are tormented Da 

ad Night, forever andever : Which neceſſarily jnfer, the Tormented have Life and Senſe 
for ever. - Now-that in Scripture *tis evident, that God hath decreed and denounced eter- 
nal Puniſhment to obſtinate Sinners, is ſufficient to ſatisfy all Enquiries about the Juſtice 
of it « for Divine Juſtice is the correſpondence of God's Will and Actions with the Per- 
feftions of. his Holy Nature. | From hence we may infer with invincible Evidence, that 
whatever he pronounces in Judgment, and conſequently inflits, is moſt Righteous. 
The Truth'is, 'we may as cably conceive there, is no. God, as.that God 1s unjuſt ; becauſe 
abſolute ReQttude is an inſeparable Perfxtion of his Nature. Thus the Apoſtle with ab- 
horrence rejeftsthe Queſtion, Is God Unrighteous who taketh Vengeance ? God forbid : for 
then how ſhall God judg the World ? Rom. 3-5, 6. That were to deny him to be God, 
who is the Creator, and King, and Judg of. the World, *Tisa full Reply to all the pi- 
tiful Sbifts that are made uſe of *0.clude the phain meaning of the eternal Judgment that 
will paſs upon the-Wicked : Shall mortal Man be. more inf than God ? ſhall a Man be more 
pure than his Maker ? Job 4.17. The Reprobates have now ſome bold Advocates, that 
plead thoſe things for favour to them, which they will not dareto pead for themſelves at 
the laſt Day. 'The holy Judg will then cut off all their Excuſes, and reduce them to a 


t 


defenceleſs ſilence, before he cuts them off. God will be juſtified in his Sentence, and over- 
come when he judpeth. | | of gbdet oh 4h Goh 


:”The Righteouſneſs of the Proceedings at the laſt Day, in determinin the Wicked to 


a ſtate of: everlaſting Torments, has been confider'd in the Diſcourſe 0 . Judgment, and 


will farther appear by the following Conſiderations. 7 5561-36 2ahvraot EIA ot 
'-x: The Wiſdom of God requires, that the Puniſhmentthreatned in InsLaw, as it muſt 
be fo firmly decreed, that all obſtinate Rebels ſhall of neceſſity undergo it, ſo it muſt in- 
comparably exceed all temporal Evils, to which Men may be expoſed or their Obedience 
to the Divine Commands, - otherwiſe the Threatning would not be. an effeQual reſtraint 
from Sin : For the propinquity of an Evil makes a ſtrong: impreſſion on. che Mind, and a 
preſent Fear makes a Perſon ſollicitous to avoid the incurſion of what 1s ready to ſeize on 
him, without forecaſting to prevent an Evil look*d on at a diſtance. Therefore that the 
Sandton of the Divine Law may preſerve the Precepts inviolable, that there may be a con- 
tinual Reverenceof it, and a fixed Reſolution in the Heart not to tranſgiefs, Rt od 
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threatned muſt be in its own nature ſo terrible, that the fear of it may conquer the a 
prehenſion of all preſent Evils that can be inflifted to conſtrain us to Sin. Therefore ouc 
Saviour warns his Diſciples, Fear not them that cas kill the Boay (make that part die that 
is mortal) but fear him that after he has killed, has power to of into Hell ; yea, 1 ſay unto 
50h, Fin him. Now if the threatning of an everlaſting Hell, through Infidelity and In- 
conſideration, be not effeQtual in the Minds of Men to reſtrain them from Sih ; if Tem- 
porary Torments in the next State were only threatned, which are infinitely more 
| eaſy and tolerable, carnal Sinners would follow the ſwinge of their corrupt Appetites, 
and commit Iniquity with.greedineſs : this would ſeem to refle& upon the Wiſdom of 
the Lawgiver, as if he were defeQtive in not binding his SubjeQs firmly to their Duty, 
and the Ends of Government would not be obtained. ; 
' 2, God, as the Sovercign Ruler of the World, has eſtabliſhed an inf 


® 


bey his Commands, ſhall injoy it in the future State ; that a ſerious Believer who ns 
| things, cannot be diverted from his Duty'by preſent Temptations. BEſides, by a Chain 
of Conſequences ſinful Pleaſures are linked with eternal puniſhment threatned in the Di- 
vine Law ; and he that will enjoy forbidden Pleaſures, binds himſelf to ſuffer all-the 
Pains annexed to them, Now when God has, from his. excellent Goodneſs and unde- 
ſerved Mercy, afſured Men of the Glory and Joys of Heaven that areunſpeakable and 
eternal, upon the gracious Terms of the Goſpel ; and, upon their deſpiſing it, threatne 
Eternal Miſery, it Men obſtinatel np 0 great Salvation ; how reaſonable is it they * 
ſhould inherit their own Choice ? Tho e whodo not ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven, can- 
not eſcape Hell, but by eternal conſequence it will be their Portion. There is no middle * 
State in the next World, no tolerable Mediocrity, but two contrary States ; alike in - 
this, that the Happineſs and Miſery are equally : and te jul that vicew: 
leQ eternal Life, ſhould ſuffer eternal Death ; for *tis the natural and neceſſary Coal | 
ence of their Option : Therefore Sinners are charged with extream madneſs, 70 wrong | 
their own Souls, and to love Death, Prov. 8. 36. OE IT i Yor wy 
3. It will appear how unqualified the Damned are for the leaft favour, if we conſider. 
their continual hatred and Blaſphemies of God. The Seeds of this are+1n wicked obfti- 
nate Sinners here, who are ſtiled haters of God ; but in the Damned this camity is dire&t 
and explicit, the Fever is heightened into a Frenzy, the bleſſed God is the objett of their. 
Curſes and eternal Averſation. Our Saviourtells us, that in Hell there is weeping and gnaſb- 
ing of Teeth ; extream Sorrow, and extream Fury, Deſpair and Rage are the (proper 
Paſſions of loſt Souls. For when the guilty Sufferers are ſo. weak, -that they cannot by 
Patience endure their Torments, nor by Strength reſift the Power that inflias them, and 
are wicked and ſtubborn, they are irritated by their Miſery, and foam out Blaſphenues 
againſt the righteous Judg. 1f their Rage gould extend to him, and their Power were 
equal to their Deſires, they would dethrone the moſt High. Hatred takes pleaſure in 
Revenge, either real or imaginary : and altho God is infinitely- above the tranſports of 
their Fury, and all their rancorous Imprecations are ey, pernicious to themſelves, 
like Arrows ſhot againſt the Sun, that fall down upon their Heads that ſhot them ;' yet 
they are always venting their Malice againſt the juſt Power that torments them. Tis 
faid of the Worſhippers of the Beaſt, chat they gnawed their Tongues for Pain, and blaſ- 
phemed the God o aven becauſe of their Pains, Rev. 16. 10, 11. 'The Torment and 
Blaſphemies of thoſe impenitent Idolaters, are a true repreſentation of the ſtate of rhe' 
Damned. From hence it appears they are the proper Objefs of Revenging Juſtice. 
How can we reaſonably conceive, that God, in favour to the Reprobates, ſhould croſs 
the eſtabliſhed order of Creation? For two Ranks of Beings were made, the Material 
of periſhing principles, the Spiritual, of an immortal duration : And will God with- 
draw his Conſervative Power of the guilty Soul in its Immortality, and to putan end to 
its deſerved Miſery, and ſelf-tormenting Refleions, annihilate it? If a Criminal were 
juſtly condemned to a ſevere Puniſhment, and ſhould contumeliouſly and fiercely reproach 
the Prince, by whoſe Authority he was condemned, could it be expeQted there ſhould be . 
a mitigation of the Sentence ? And is it a Thought conſiſtent with the reaſonable Mind, 
that the Righteous Judg of the World will reverſe or mitigate the Sentence againit the 
Damned, who blaſpheme his Majeſty and Juſtice ? and if they were as omniporent to ef 
tea, as they are malicious to deſire, would deftroy bis Being. *Tis erues OE VINE 
Threatning does not bind God to a rigorous execution of it upon Sinners : he has declar'd, 
if Sinners will turn from their evil ways, af repent of the Evil he purpoſed 60 do winto them 
aaa 2 
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Jer. 26. 3. but when Threatnings are part of the Laws whereby Mea are govern'd, it is 
congruous to the Wiſdom and Juſtice of the Law-giver to execute them in their ſull torce 
upon the obſtinate Offenders ; withal conſidering the inflicting of them is fo far from 
working any ingenuous Change in thoſe Rebels, that thereby they become more fierce 
| and obdurate, | | 
Laſtly, The immenſe Guilt that adheres to Sin, requires a proportion 1n the Puniſh- 
ment. ?*Tis a rule 1n all Courts of Judicature, that the degrees of an Offence ariſe accord- 
ing to the degrees of Dignity of the Perſon offended. Now the Majeſty of God is truly 
infinite, againſt whom Sin is commutted ; and conſequently the Guilt of Sin exceeds our 
boundleſs Thoughts. This is the reaſon of the Sentence, Curſed is every one that continu- 
eth not in all things which arewritten in the Book of the Law todo them, The Curſe threat- 
ned, includes the firſt and the ſecond Death. What a diſhonour is it to the God of Glory, 
that proud Duſt ſhould fly in his Face, and controul his Authority ? What a provocation, 
that the reaſonable Creature, that 1s naturally and neceſſarily a Subje&t, ſhould deſpiſe the 
Divine Law and Law-giver ? 'Tho-carnal Minds alleviate the Guilt of Sin, yet weighed 
in the Scales of the Sanitwary, *tis found ſo heavy, that no Puniſhment inflited on Sinners 
exceeds, either in the degrees or duration; the deſert of Sin. 
God's Juſtice is not ſatisfied in depriving them of Heaven, but inflits the moſt heay 
Puniſhment upon Senſe and Conſcience in the Damned : For as the Soul and Body in their 
State of Union in this Life were both guilty, the one as. the Guide, the'other as the In- 
ftrument of Sin; ſo ?tis equal, when reunited, they ſhould. feel the penal EffeRs of it. 
Sinners ſhall then be tormented wherein they were moſt delighted ; they ſhall be inveſted 
with thoſe Objetts that will cauſe the moſt dolorous perceptions in their ſenſitive Faculties. 
The® Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, the blackne(s of Darkneſs for ever, are words of a terri- 
ble \ opir aps But no words can tully expreſs the terrible Ingredients of their Miſery : 
The Puniſhment will be in proportion to the Glory of God's Majeſty that is provoked, 
and the extent of his Power.. © And as the Soul was the Principal, and the Body bur an 
Acceſſary in the Works of Sin ; ſo its capacious Faculties ſhall be far more tormented 
than the limiced Faculties of the outward Senſes, The-fiery Attributes of God ſhall be 
tranſmitted through the Glaſs of Conſcience, and concenter*d upon damned Spirits : The 
Fire without is not ſo tormenting as the Fire within them. How will the torment- 
ing Paſſions be inflam*d ?. What Rancour, ReluQance, and Rage againſt the juſt Power 
that ſentenc'd them to Hell ? What impatience and indignation againſt themſelves for 
their wilful Sins, the juſt cauſe of it ? How will they curſe their Creation, and wiſh 
their utrer-extinQion, as the final Remedy of their Miſery ? But all their ardent Wiſhes 
are in vain ; for the Guilt of Sin will never be expiated, nor God ſo far reconciled as to 
annihilate them.. As long as there is Juſtice in Heaven, or Fire in Hel}; as long as God 
and Eternity ſhall continue, they muſt ſuffer thoſe Torments, which the ſtrength and 
patience of an Angel cannot bear one hour. 
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Praftical Inferences. The tender Mercies of God to Men, in revealing the prepared 
Plagues for Smners, to prevent their Miſery, Carnal Men are more capable of 
conceiving the Torments of Hell, than the Joys of Heaven, They are more apt 
to be moved by them. The deſperate Folly of Sinners, to chuſe the pleaſures of 
Sin, notwithſtanding the dreadful and everlaſting Torments that follow Sin, The 
ſtedfaſt belief and ſerious Conſideration of Eternal Death, the wages of Sin, is a 
prevailing mative to abhor and forſake it. Our dear Obligations to our Saviour, 
who delivers us from the Wrath to come. 


ww Shall now draw {ome praQtical Inferences, and conclude thus Subject. 


 T, Fromthe Revelation in Scripture of the dreadful Puniſhment prepared for unre- 
formed Sinners in the next State, we may underſtand the tender Mercies of God to Men; 
how willing he is they ſhould be ſaved, who are ſo wilful to be damned. Hell is repre- 
ſented to them by the moſt vialent Figures, to terrify their Imaginations, and ftrongly 
affe& their Minds, that they may: fee os the Wrath tocome. God counſels, commands, 
- intreats, 


_ 
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intreats, urges Sinners to be wiſe, to foreſee and prevent the Evil that every hour is ap- d, 
proaching to them ; and with Compaſſion and Indignation Jaments their Miſty, and re- 
proaches their Folly in bringivg it upon themſelves. The Divine Mercy is as. eminently 
and apparently declar'd to Men in the preſent corrupt State, in threatning Hell to excite 
their Fear, as 1 promiſing Heaven to allure their Hopes. For if carnal indulgent Sinners 
are not rouſed by a «mar og of Hell, they will ſecurely enjoy their pernicious 
Pleaſures, and deſpite the bleſſed Reward, and Heaven would be as empty of Human 
Souls as *tis full of Glory. - | | ab EC 

( 1.) Becauſe they are more capable to conceive of the Torments of Hell, than the 

Joys of Heaven. Storms and Darkneſs are more eaſily drawn by a Pencil, than a clear 

calm Day. Firemix'd with Brimſtone, is very painful to Senſe; and the Fancy ſtrongly 
repreſents its Vehemence in tormenting the Body : And what Miſery the unceſſant re- 

morſe of the guilty Conſcience will cauſe in the Damned hereafter, is in part underſtood 

by the ſecret Accuſations and Twinges of Conſcience in felf-condemning: Sinners here. 

But they are abſolutely ſtrangers to the Joys of rhe Holy Ghoſt, to the Delights of the 

Soul in communion with God, and to Peace of Conſcience in his favour. - They cannot 
without experience, know how good the Lord is, no more than ſee a taſte, To diſcourſe to 

them of ſpiritual Pleaſures that flow from the Divine Preſence, of the Happineſs of the 

Saints that are before the Throne of God, and ſerve him in his Temple, is to ſpeak with the 
Tongue of an Angel * unintelligible things. Their Minds and Language are confin'd to * $i frigidolo- 
ſenſible things. "The natural Main receives not the things of the Spirit of God, for they aye 9'2%, neler 
fooliſhneſs to him ; neither can he know them, becauſe tho are ſpiritually diſcerwd, There yy Aug: 
may be in the carnal Mind a conception of Heaven, as a SanCtuary wherein they may be - 
ſecured from the Wrath of God, and fome ſmothering confuſed thoughts of- its Felicity, 

as the Idea of Light and Colours in one blind from his Birth ; but only rhe pure in Heart 

l ſee God, as 1n the perfect Viſion of Glory hereafter, ſo in the. imperfe&t refleQton of 

it here. . : | on, Th | 

| (2.) Carnal Menare more diſpoſed to be wrought upon, by repreſenting the Tor 

ments of Hell, than the Joys of Heaven, For we cannot love but what is known, nor 

enjoy but what is loved. And as the purification of the Heart from vicious AﬀeQtions, 

is an excellent means to clear the Mind ; fo the illuſtration of the Mind is very influential 

to warm the Heart, The true conception of Heaven in its amiable Excellencies, would 
powerfully and ſweetly raviſh the AﬀeQtions ; and of this, prepared Souls are only capa- 

ble. But thoſe who are fenſual, are without reliſh of ſpiritual Happineſs, and are allur*d 

or terrified only with what is pleaſant or painful to Fleſh. VER 

- ?Tis recorded as the unparallePd Folly of Nero, that when he was ready to cut his _ . 
own Throat, to avoid the Fury of the Multitude, he broke forth into great Expreſ: 1is ani pe. 
ſions of Sorrow, what an excellent Artift he died | *Twas not the loſs of the Roman 59! Sur: 
Empire that ſo much troubled him, as that ſo much 'skill in Muſick died with him. He 

\ valued himſelf more as a Fidler, than an Emperor, Thus carnal Men with a Folly in- 
finitely more prodigious, when Death is near, are not ſo much affetted with the loſs of 
the Crown of Glory, and the Kingdom of Heaven, as with their preſent leaving this 
World and its Vanities. This makes Death intolerably bitter. Till the Love ot God 
purifies the Heart, the fruition of his Preſence is not eſteemed or deſired. A Seraphim 
ſent from the preſence of God with a flaming Coal from the Altar, touch'd the Lips of 
the holy Prophet, and his' Heart was preſently melted into a compliance with the Divine 
Will. But if a Rebel Angel, that burns with another Fire than of Divine Love, were 
diſpatch*d from Hell with a Coal from that Altar, where ſo .many Viftims are offer*d 
to Divine Juſtice as there are damned Souls, and touch*d obdurate Sinners, that the 
might have a lively ſenſe what it is to burn for ever, it were the moſt congruous and ef 
fectual means to reclaim them : like tubborn Metals, they are only made plant by the 
Fire. From what has been ſaid, we may obſerve the Heavenly Harmony between Mer- 
cy and Juſtice in God : heis the Father of Mercy; *tis his natural Off-ſpring, his primary 
inclination to the Creature ; and the threatning of Vengeance {raok Sinners, 1s a gract- 
ous deſign to conſtrain them with Humility and repenting Aﬀecti 
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| | ions to ſeelc his Favour. 
Briefly, his ſeverity and flaming diſpleaſure never deſtroys Sinners, but to revenge the a+ 

| buſe of his negleted Benignity and Clemency.. 7-3 FY 
\ 2, This ſhews the woful depravation of the Minds and Wills of Men, that chuſe Sin, 
when thinly painted over with Pleaſure, notwithſtanding the moſt dreadful and durable. 
Torments, the certain Conſequences of it. Deſperate folly ! either they believe, or do 
not, the eternal Torment of Hell, If they do not, how prodigioits is their Implery ? 
if they do, *tis more prodigious they dare indulge their vjeious Aﬀetions. A wicked 

| Believer is more monſtrous and guilty than a wicked Infidel: YN SRO *s 
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derftanding in them; they are wholly under the dominion of Senſe, as if they were free 
and lawks, independent and unaccountable ; as if the moſt high Governour of the 


who at their firſt Invaſion by the Spaniards, were ſo terrified by their glittering Swords, 
that they preſently fled, and very conſiderately reſolved to hide themſelves in the Day, 
and affault their Enemies in the Night. They were fearful to ſee their Danger, and lt 
to encounter it, and fighting inthe dark were killed in the dark. The threatnings of e- 
ternal Death are the brandiſhing of God's glittering Sword before he ſtrikes ; and ſenſual 
Infidels are afraid leſt the beliet of thofe terrible Truths ſhould pierce into their S3 
therefore are utterly averſe from due conſidering their Danger, and will not foreſee what 
they ſhall certainly ſuffer. ?Tis in vain to offer Arguments to convince them ; for they are 
as as Adders to the wiſeſt InſtruQtions, till Senſe extort an Acknowledgment Fm 
them. They have hardned their Hearts and Faces againſt all Reproofs, and by ano 
- contempt of Scripture-Threatnings, are paſt reclaiming. They are now fearleſs of that 
Judgment, the thoughts whereot make the Devils tremble : but the time will ſhortly 
come, when the Word of the righteous God, which now they deſpiſe, ſhall irreſiſtibly 
and immediately, like Lightning ſhot from Heaven, deſtroy them. There are many de- 
rees of Sin, many ſteps in the deſcent to Hell ; but the loweſt and neareſt the Gate of 
that infernal Priſon, is the ſcornful derifioa of God*s dreadful Preparations for the Wick- 
ed 


Others in the Chriſtian Church, who profeſs and preſume they are true Believers, yet 
by living indulgently in their pleaſant or profitable Sins, diſcover their Faith is counter- 
feit, or {uch a ſuperficial aſſent tq the Truthof God's Word that is withour efficacy, and 
will not avail them at the laſt, Unfeigned Faith of the Divine Threatnings, produces 
ſuch a fear as would make Men circumſpe& over their Hearts and Ways. The fear of a 
preſent deſtruQtive Evil controuls the moſt eager Appetites. ?Tis recorded, that when 
the Army of J/rae! was in purſuit of. the Phzliſtines, Saul, to compleat his ViQtory, for- 
bad, upon pain of Death, that any ſhould taſte Food till the Sun was down. In the 
Chace of their Enemies they paſs through a Wood dropping with Honey ; yet notwith- 
ſtanding their Hunger and Faintneſs, and the eaſy proviſions before them, no Man fo 
much as taſted it: for the People feared the Kjng's Oath. And did Men truly believe and 
fear the Law of God, ON Hell for Sin, would they dare'to commit it, tho invi- 
ted by pleaſant Temptations? Nay, not only a ſtrong Fear, but the meer ſuſpicion of 

reat Danger, will reſtrain the moſt vehement deſires of Nature. What Perſon, tho in- 
flam'd with Thirſt, would drink a Glaſs of cool Liquor, if he ſuſpeRted that deadly Poi- 
ſon were mix'd with it ? And if Men were perſwaded that Sin is attended with eternal 
Death, would they drink in Iniquity like Water ? The Devils themſelvesare not able to con- 
quer the fear of Judgment to come, they believe and tremble : Therefore when it is not 
ative upon the Conſcience, it is either becauſe Men do not believe it, or they fancy that 
retaining their beloved Luſts, they may obtain aneaſy Abſolution, and eſcape the Damna- 
tion of Hell, which the Eternal Judg has declared {hall be the puniſhment of all that 
will not cut off the right Hand, and pluck out the right Eye, ſeparate their deareſt Cor- 
_ ruptions from them. Aſtoniſhing Perverſeneſs ! How many wall not diſcern nor cenſure 

that Folly in themſelves, which they will condema in others for extream Madneſs ? If 
one riotoully laviſhes away his Eſtate, and for the ſhort Pleaſure of- a few Years, be re- 
duc'd with the Prodigal to extream Poverty, and to loathſom Impriſonment all his Life 
after, would he not beeſteemed to have been beſides himſelf ? Yet this is a very tolerable 
Caſe, in SFagertion of expoſing the Soul to Eternal Vengeance, for the Pleaſures of Sin 
that are but for a ſeaſon. | 

3. Let us ſtedfaſtly believe, and frequently conſider, that Erermal Death is the W ages 
of Sin, that we may renounce it with the deepeſt Abhorrence, and forſake it for ever. 


. We 


A 
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Chap. IU]. of HELL T7 


We are aſſured, from the Wiſdom and! Compaſſion of our Saviour, - that *ris a powerful 

Means to mortify the Inclination to Sin, and to induce-us toprevent andireſiftall 'Tem pra 

tions. The ſubtile Tempter cannot preſent any Motives, that to a retified Mind will 

make Sin eligible. Let the Scales be even, 'and pur into one-all the Delights of the Sen- - 

ſes, all the Pleaſures and Honoursof the World, that are the Elements of Carnal Felici- 

ty, how light are they againſt the Heavenly Glory:? Will the Gain of the World com- 

penſate the Loſs of the Soul and Salvation for ever? If there were any poſſible compari- 

ſon between deluding tranſrent Vanities,” and the Happineſs that is ſubſtantial and ſatisfy- 

ing forever, the Choice would be more difficult,” ang the Miſtake leſs culpable ; but they 

vaniſh into nothing in the Compariſon. '' According to the-Judgment of Senſe, would a- 

ny one chuſe the enjoyment of the moſt exquifite Pleaſures for a Year, and -afterwards 

be content to burn ina Furnace for a Day ; much leſs to enjoy them for a Day, and/to 

burn for a Year ? What ſtupid Brutes are they, who for momentany Delights. incur the 

hery Indignation of God for ever ? Try but the Finger with the Flame of a Candle, 

you will ſoon diſcover your weakneſs, Will the remembrance of ſenſual Delights allay 

the Torments of the Damned * When Carnal Luſts are moſt inflamed, and ObjeRs are 

preſent, Pain will extinguiſh all the Pleaſure of the Senſes : And if aQtual Enjoy ment can- 

not afford Delight when the Body is under a Diſeaſe, will the RefleQtions upon paſt Plea- 

ſures in the Fancy and Memory refreſh the Damned in their extream Torments? N o, the 
remembrance will infinitely increaſe their Anguiſh, that for ſuch ſeeming and ſhort Plea- 

ſures, they brought upon themſelves Miſery. intolerable, without Eaſe or End. O that 

Men would ſtripSin of its diſguiſes, and waſh off its flattering Colours, and look into its 

odious Nature, and to the conſequential Evils of-it in the-next-World ! O that they 

would conſider they hang by ſlender Strings (a little Breath that expires every minute) 

over the bottomleſs Pit, and that within a little while nothing will remain of the Pleaſures 

of Sin, but the undying Worm, and the ever-living Flames ! This would be'a means to 

raiſe and preſerve inthem an invincible Reſolution and ReluQancy againſt all temptations 
to fin and provoke God. But how hardly are Men induced to exerciſe their Minds on 

this terrible Object ! They think leaſt of Hell, who have moſt reaſon to conſider it. 

To this I muſt add, that the mere fear of Hell, and the judicial Impreſſion upon Con- 

ſcience from it, 1s not ſufficient to convert Men to God. For that ſervile AﬀeQion, tho 

it may ſtop a Temptation, and hinder the - eruption of a Luft into the groſs AR, yet 

does not renew the Nature, and make Men, Holy and Heavenly. There may be a re- 

ſpeQtive diſlike of Sin, with a diret&F Aﬀection toyt, . Beſides, that Religion that is the 

mere Effe of Fear, will be, according to the nature of its Principle, with reſiſtance and 

trouble, wavering and inconſtant : for tormenting Fear is repugnant to the human Na- 

ture, and will be expelled, if poſſible. - In ſhort, the fear of Hell may be only a natu- 

ral Aﬀection, that recoils from what is painful to Senſe. Therefore ?tis the great Deſign wig timore 
of the Goſpel, by the tear of Hell, as a powerful Preparative, to make way for the Love incipiat homo 
of God, who ofters Pardon and Indemnity to all returning Sinners, and for the Hope of Pen __ 
Heaven, the bleſſed Reward promiſed to them. No Offers of Mercy will prevail to aq i | 
make Sinners to yield themſelves, till they are ſtormed by the Terrors of the Lord. But Ange 
when the fear of Hell has made a Breach, Divine Grace enters and takes poſſeſſion. As 

the Virtue of the Loadſtone, when encompaſs'd and arm'd with Iron, is increaſed; and 

draws a far greater weight than when it is naked and ſingle ; thus the AttraQtives of 

Heaven are more powerful to move the Hearts of Men, when inforced from the Ter- 

rors of Hell. Now the Love of God, and the Hope of Heaven, are ſpiritual AﬀeRi- 

ons ; and the Obedience that flows from them is voluntary from the intire conſent of the 

Soul, and perſevering. —_ 

Laſtly, From the conſideration of the Puniſhment determin'd for Siri; we may under- 

ſtand how dear our Engagements are to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The ReQor and Judg 

of the World would not releaſe the Guilty without a Ranſom, nor rhe Surety withour 
SatisfaCtion ; and the Son of God moſt willingly and compaſſionately gave his precious 

Blood the Price of our Redemption. He obrain'd. the Spirit of Holineſs, to illuminate 

our Minds, to incline our Wills, to ſanctity our Aﬀe@tions, without whoſe Omnipotent 

Grace, neither the hopes or fears of things Spiritual and Future, would ever have clean- 

ſedand changed our Hearts and Lives. We are naturally as ſenſeleſs as the Dead, as to 

what concerns our Everlaſting Peace, blind and brutiſh, and without fear ſhopld plunge 

our ſelves into DeſtruQtion, if the Spirit of Power, and of a ſound Mind, did not 
| quicken and dire& us in the way to Everlaſting Life. ,O that we might feet. our 

dear Obligations to him who has delivered # from the Wrath to come, and purchas'd 
for us a Pelicity perfe&t, and without end! I would not lefſen and diſparage one Divine 

Work, to advance and extol another ; but *tis a Triith that ſhines with its own Light, 

an 
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and is declar*d by our Saviour, that our Redemption from Hell to Heaven, is a More ex- 
ccilent Benefit than our Creation ; 1n as muchas our Well-being is better than cur Peipg, 
and Eternal Mifery is infinitely worſe than mere not being. Our Saviour ſpeaks of Jz- 
das, It had been better for him if he had never been born. How engaging 1s the Love of 
Cluiſt, who rais'd us trom the bottom of Hell to the Boſom ct God, the Seat of Happi- 
ne(s ! If his Perfetions were not moſt amiable and attraCtive, yet that he diced top 
ns, ſhould him the Object of our moſt ardent AﬀeCtions. To thoſe who believe, he j; 
preciows ; to thoſe who have felt their undone Condition, and that by his Merits and Me- 
diation are reſtored to the Favour of God, that are freed from tcrmenting Fears, and 
revived with the ſweeteſt Hopes, he is and will be eminently and eternally preciops, 
Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power, be to Him that ſutteth upon the Throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever and ever. : 


REI ROGER a NPIS 
TY "_— ” y- grayenny my « : mn, * 2 ares = Yo ie ns at ASE = * x6 « 


wy _— OI 


@ 


| CUT VI 


Having therefore theſe Promiſes, dearly beloved, ket us Cleanſe 


our ſelves from all filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit , perfeing 
Holineſs in the fear of God. 
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THE 


PREFA 


HE great Deſign of God in his ſaving Meriies, i to transform us into 
the Image of his unſpotted Holineſs. We are ele&ed to be holy ; redeem'd 
to be holy ; call'd to be holy; and at laft, we ſball be receivd into Hea- 
ven, and made glorious in Holineſs, without ſpot or blemiſh. Hg 
It was worthy of the deſcending Deity into this Iower World , to inſrut 


and perſwade Men, by his perfeit Rules and Example, to be holy as God is holy in all - 


manner of. Converſation. | 
' The Enemy of Sonls, in combination with the Carnal Mind, uſe all their Arts to cool 
our endeavoars in following Holineſs ; 'and raiſe aw army of objettFions to diſmaey ws, and 


ſtop our progreſs to Perfettion. Sometimes the Deceiver inſpires a Temptation with [0 


ſoft a Breath, that "tis not diſcern'd : He ſuggeſts the Counſel of Solomon, Be not Righteous . 


over-much : The intention of the wiſe Preacher, is to dirett us in the exerciſe of compaſ- 


fionate Charity towards others, and not to cenſure them with Rigor and Severity for humane 


Frailties ; the Tempter perverts his meaning, to make um remiſs in Religion, and ſby of ftritÞ 
Holineſs. Moral Men value themſelves upon their fair Converſation; they are ' not ſtain'd 
with foul and viſible Pollutions, but are externally ſober and righteows; and they will adviſe, 
that Men ſbould not take a ſurfeit of Religion, but riſe with an appetite ; that 'tic Wiſdows 
ro uſe fo much of Religion as may quiet the Clamours of Conſcience, ſecure Reputation ; | and 
afford ſome colour of Comfort : But "tis a ſpice of Folly, to be over-religiow, and juſtly ex- 


poſes Perſons to deriſion , as vainly nice and ſcrupulous. They commend the golden mean, 
| and under the pretence of temper, luke-warmneſs. a 


The objeftion in ſome part of it is ſpecious, and apt to ſway the Minds of Men that do 
not attentively conſiier things. To diſcover its falſe Colour, and to make « true aud | ſafe 


| Tudgment of our Daty, it will be uſeful to conſider. 


 *Ti true, the'e is a mediocrity between viciow extreams, wherein the eſſence of inferior 
Moral Vertues conſiſts; for they are exercified upon Objetts of limited Govaneſs, and muſt 
be regulated both in our Aﬀettions and Ations, correſpondently to the degrees of their Good- 


neſs. Thus Fortitude is in the middle, between baſe Fear and raſh Boldneſs ; and the more 


firm and conſtant th? habitual quality of Fortitude is, the more eminent and praiſe-worthy it 


appears. But in ſpiritual Graces, that raiſe the Soul to God, whoſe Perfettions are truly 


infinite, there can be no exceſs. The divineſt degrees of our Love to God,' and fear to offend _ 


him, our endeavours in their heighth and excellency to obey and pleaſe him, ave our Wiſdom 
and Duty. es | Mo Ren$-i = 


That part of the Objeion, That ftrif# holineſs will exdoſe w to | Scorn, i palpably an- 


reaſonable. Did ever any Artiſt bluſh to excel in the Art that he profeſſes ? Is « Scholar «ſhaw'd 
to excel in uſeful Learning * And ſhall « Chriſtian, whoſe high and holy Calling oblizes 


him to live becoming its dignity and purity, be aſham'd of his accurate Converſation ?. Can 


we be tos like God in his Holineſs, his peculiar Glory? Can that be matter of Contempt, 
that is the ſupreme honour of the intelligent Creature? A Saint, when deſpiſed with titles 
of Ionominy of the Carnal World, ſhould bind their Scorns- 4s « Diadem about his Head, 
and wear them as beautiful Ornaments. The Apoſtles rejoyced, that they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name of Chriſt. What reproaches did the Lord of 
Glory ſuffer for ? And what Pride and Folly is it, that we ſbould deſire to be glorified 
by his ſuſſerinz Reproacheg, and not willingly endure Reproach for his Glory? Our continual 
and ardent endeavours toFiſe to Perfeftion, commend ws to our Sovereign and Saviour. 
A cold-dead Heathen i leſs offenſrue and odious to him than « Inkewarm Chriſtian. -- 
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It is a common Objedtion, That to live in all things according to Rule, to walk cir- 
cumſpeRly and exaQtly, to be contin'd to the narrow way, will not only infringe, but 
deftroy our Liberty. This ts ſo precious a poſſeſſion, that Men will defend their Liberty 
with their Lives : An ingenuoms Perſon will rather wear a plain Garment of his own, 
than a rich Livery, the mark of Servitude. But if Men will appeal to their Under- 
ſtandings, they will clearly diſcern that the word, Liberty, i abusad, to give countenance 
to Licentiouſneſs. There # a free ſubjeition, and a ſervile liberty : The Appoſile tells the 
Romans, When ye were the ſervants of Sin, ye were free from Righteouſneſs ; and 
being made free from-Sin, ye became rhe ſervants of Righteouſneſs. 

The Soul has two Faculties, the Underſta»ding and Will : The Objei# of the Under- 
flanging is Truth, either in it ſelf, or appearance ; the Objet of the Will is Goodneſs, 
I either real or counterfeit. Liberty is radically in the Underſtanding, which freely deltbe- 
E '- rates, and by comparative Conſideration, diretts the Will to chooſe Good before Evil; and 
I of Good the greater, and of Evil the leſs When the Underflanding # fully illuminated 
of the abſolute Goodneſs of an jet, without the leaſt mixture of Evil, and repreſents 
it to the Will, it ts an att retrograde in Nature, and utterly repugnant to the Rational 
Appetite, to reject it. The maifference of the Will proceeds from ſome aecfedts in the 
Objett, or in the apprehenſion of it , but when an infinite Goo1 s duly repreſented to the 
Will, the choice is moſt clear and free. Of this there u an illuſtrious Example in the Life 
of Moſes; He refuſed to be called the Son of Pharoh's Daughter; chooſing rather 
to ſuffer Affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of Sin for 
a ſeaſon; Eſteeming the- reproach of Chriſt, greater Riches than the treaſures of 
Egypt : For he had an Eye to the recompence of Reward. His inligtened Mind conf - 
IJ derately ponder'd the Eternal Reward with the tranſient pleaſure of Sin, and his Juag- 
C ment was influxive on his Will, to chooſe the glorious Futurity, before the falſe Luſtre of 
Z the Court, What i the gooaly appearance of the preſent tempting World , but like the 
PF ; Rainbow, painted Tears! The heavenly Felicity s ſubſtantial and atis/ying. Where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, there is Liberty. He difpels the darkneſs of th: Mind, and by 
its tlaminating guidance, turns the Wil to accept and embrace thoſe Objeits that exceed- 
ingly ſatisfie its waſt deſires and capacity. 1his is an eminent part of the divine Image 
engraven on the Soul in its Creation: For God is ſovereignly free, and does all things 
according to the Counſel of his Will. Our Servitude was by Seduition ; Eve being 
deceived, was in the Tranſgreſſion. Our Liberty «s reftor'd by Lizht ; The Truth 
makes us free. The neceſſity that proceeds from «external Compulſion , and from the in- 
deliberate and ſtrong ſway of Nature, that determines to one thing , « inconſiſtent with 
Liberty. The Underſtanding i a free Faculty in the apprehenſion of Objefts, the Will 
free in the eleftion of them: But in the conſequent choice of the Will, that infallibly 
. procerds from Light and Love, the perfe-tion of its freedom conſiſts. When God and 
his Commands are duly repreſ-nied in their amiable excellencies, the Love of the Law- 
giver, and bis Laws, certainly produces Obedience to it with Choice and Complacency. 
David expreſſes his Aﬀettion to the Divine Law, and the principal motive of it, I love 
- thy Law, becauſe 'tis pure. As the Hands are free when they are diretted by the Eyes 
and Will ; ſo a Saint, that with underſtanding and voluntary veneration worſhips God , 
In regno nati #4 obeys his Precepts, which 1s our reaſonable Service, exerciſes and enjoys the trueſt, 
_— parere ſweeteſt, and moſt honourable Liberty: If the Son make you tree, you are free indeed. 
re. In vim. Freedom and. Felicity are inſeperable : Servitude is the fatal concomit ant of Vice. When 
re poſita eft # Philoſopher was aikd, what advantage he had obtain'd by the Study of Philoſophy, 
had meg he replied, T his among others, that if all the Laws were cancelld, a Philoſopher 
Beata, would live as uniformly, according to the Rules of Decency and Honeſty, as before. 
A Chriſliaw that has «n inwatd Principle of Divine Kpnowledee and Love, without the 
conſtraint of Penal Laws, will from «a clear Judgement and Eleftion obey God with 
delight and conſtancy. © pk | 
There is a ſervile Liberty. There are three miſtakes ins the World of eternal de- 
ftruftive conſequence to the Souls of Men ; concernins Wiſdom and Folly, Happineſs and 
Miſery, Liberty and Servitude. Some are ſeeming wiſe, whoſe Ionorance # efteem'd Judg- 
ment :* Such are the worlaly wiſe » who contrive and labour 10 lay up treaſures for 
themſelves here, but are not rich towards God. Our Saviour gives them 4 true Cha- 
rafter, They are Fools, Others are efteemed happy in enjoying what they love ;' whereas 
if they ſet their Love upon thoſe Objetts that deſerve not that principal Afﬀedtion, but 
are pernicious to their Souls, they are truly miſerable in the fruition of them. Ti the 
ſign of God's ſevere diſplesſure to give men up to ſatisfie thitir vile AﬀeQions Some 
are ſeeming free, whoſe Bondage us eſtcems'd Liberty. Carnal Men preſume of their Liberty, 
becauſe they follow the ſwinge of their Appetites : But they ſerve divers Luſts and 
Pleaſures, 
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The Preface. © Ro . Ti 


Pleaſures, and are under the: dominion of Satan, taken captive by him at his Will. 
As if a Horſe that takes a cureer in a pleaſant Plain were free when the Bridle is in 
his Mouth, and he is curb'd by the Rider at his pleaſure. The Apoſtles ſay of Tdolaters, 
That what they ſacritic'd tro Idols, they facriftic'd ro Devils ; 'T;s equally true, that . 
when Men ſerve their Luſts, they ſerve the Devil , conſtruftively doing things pleating 
to them. 

When Man turn'd Rebel azainſt God, he became an abſolute Slave : His Underſtanding 
is now in the Chains of Darknels, under Tenorance and Errors ; his Will is inflauv'd by 
infamous Luſts;, his Afettions are fetter d by inſnaring Objef#s, It no Man can ſerve 
two Maſters, how wretched is their Condition, whoſe numerous and fierce Paſſions exat# 

| things contrary, and are their Tyrants and Tormentors continually. St. Peter ſpeaks of 
impure Perſons, Their Eyes are full of the Adultereſs ; they cannot ceaſe from Sin : 
This is true of all Sinners, whoſe Hearts are poſſeſs d by any kind of Luſts. They are 
hurried by them againſt the Reaſon and Reſt of their Minds, to the commiſſion of Sin ; 
which is the moſt cruel and contumelious Bondage ; and the more ſhameful becauſe volun- 
tary. But they are inſenſible of thoſe ſubtle Chains that bind the Soul, and think them- 
ſelves to be the only free Men: As when the Angel awaken'd Peter, to releaſe him from 
Priſon, he thought he ſaw a Viſion; ſo when they are excited to go out of their dark 
Priſox, they think the freedom of Duty, the gracious Liberty of the Sons of God, to be 
a mere Imagination. Like one in the Paroxiſm of « Fever, who ſings and talks high, 
4s if he were in perfet# H:alth, but after the remiſſion of the Diſeaſe , feels bis Strength 
broken with Pains, and himſelf near Death: Thus within a little while, when the furious 
precipitancy of their Paſſions is cool'd and check'd by Afiidtions, they will feel and ſink 
und:r the weight of their woſul Bondage. 17, 7 Oh 


Another Objetion, and pernicious Fallacy of the Tempter, whereby he frights many. young 
Perſons from the ftriftneſs of a holy Life, is, That Religion is a ſowre Severity ; they muſt 
renounce all Delights, turn Capuchins, if they ſeriouſly engage themſelves in a Relizious. 
Courſe, and reſolve to ſtrive after pure and perfes Holineſs. But there is neither Truth 
nor Terror in this *ngoeſtion to the inlightend Mind. *'Tis impoſſible trke Holineſs ſhould 
make Men joyleſs, and in the leaſt degree miſerable, which is in in the higheſt Perfetti- 
on in God, who is infinitely joyful and bleſſed. Religion does not extinguiſh the - joylul 
Aﬀettions, but tranſplant them from Egypt to Canaan, The Pleaſures of Sin ( which 

. are only forbidden) in the firſt taſte, raviſh the Carnal Senſes: But like Jonathan's 
Hoxey, they kill by taſting * when the Sweetneſs is waniſh'd, the Sting remains. Whereas 
the Joy that proceeds from the exerciſe and improvem:nt of Divine Grace, and the Love 
of God ſhed abroad in the Heart by the Holy Ghoſt, the Eternal Comforter, he 
preſent Remard of it is vital and reviving, the foretaſte of - Eternal Life. Tis true, 
Carnal Men are ſtrangers to this Joy, they cannot reliſh Divine Dilights; but the Spirit 
of God, like a new Soul, inſpires the ſanitified with new Thoughts, new Inclinations, new 
Reſolutions, ana qualifies them, that Spiritual Objetts are infinitely pleaſing to them. 
And whereas Carnal tleaſures are but for a ſeaſon, and within a little while dye, and 

- end in bitter diflaſle, ( Amnon's exceſſive Love was ſuddenly turned into more exceſſive 
Hatred ) Spiritual Joys are increaſing and ever-ſatisfying. Now 'tis an infallible Rule 
to direct our choice, That is true Happineſs, which the more we enjoy, the more highly we 
value and love. _ | 


I thought it fit to ſhew the Unreaſonableneſs of theſe Objeltions, that are perverſe and 
porſonos. which if not remov'd, would blaſt my Deſign, and deſir d Succeſs, in the ſubſe- 
quent Diſcourſes. But 'tis more eaſfie to prove. our Duty to follow Holineſs, than to 
perſuade Men to prattice it. I ſhall only add, that the Reward of Holineſs. being ſo Ex- 
cellent and Eternal , our Zeal (ould encounter and overcome all Difficalties that oppoſe 
our obtaining it. The ſtrongeſt and ſwifteſt Wings are too ſlow to diſpatch our way 10 
Heaven. The Lord give his Bleſſing ro make Sacred Truths effelual upon the Souls 
of Men. | 
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Having therefore theſe Promiſes, dearly beloved , let us cleanſe our ſelves 
from all filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit , perfefting Holineſs in the fear of 
God. | 


CAHAF.: 4 
F$ . Fu, 
The Coherence opened. The incon/iftency and danger of the Communion of Chriſtians with 
Infidels, The dignity of Believers prohibits it, The Promiſe of Divine Communion 


obliges them to ſeparate from contagious Converſe with Unbclievers. The inference 
from thoſe Motives. The cleanſing from all Pollutions, and perfetting Holineſs, Puri- 
fying themſelves is the Duty of Chriſtians. 4 Principle of Holineſs , attuated by the 
ſupplies of the Spirit, is requiſite to enable Chriſtians to putifie themſelves. | The Pol- 
lutions of the Fleſh from the deſiring and the angry Appetite. They defile' and debaſe 
Humane Nature. The difficulty of purifying from Uncleanneſs , and the Cauſes of it 
ſpecified, Means for purifying. : CO TRE f. 


H E Words are argumentative, inferring the indiſpenſable Duty of Chriſti- 
ans to preſerve themſelves untainted from the Idolatrous impure World, by 
the conlideration of the Promiſes ſpecified in the precedent Chapter: Whet 
fellowſhip hath | Righteouſneſs with Unrighteonſneſs? And what communion hath 
Light with Darkneſs? And what concord hath C ws with Belial? What part bath he that 
believes, with an Infidel? The form of Queſtions evidently implies the abſolute inconſiſtency 
between them ; and the danger from ſuch Communion. We are not in Paradiſe, where 


the Viper and the Aſp were innocent, and might be-handled without danger from their 


Poyſon ; but in a contagious World, full of Corrupters and Corrupted. He repreſents 
the dignity of true Believers : Te are the temple of the living God :* He hath ſaid, 1 
will dwell in them, and walk in them ; and I will be their God, and they: ſhall be my 
People. The unclean Spirits that poſleſs'd 'the Man ſpoken of in the Goſpel, dwelt 


among the Tombs, the Repoſitories of the Dead, in their Corruptioa and Rotcennels ; | 


but the holy Spirit dwells only in living Temples , purified and adorned for his 
habitation. The Apoſtle inforces his Advice; Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing , and 1 wil receive 
you, and will be a Father to you, aud ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord 
Almighty. The Promiſe contains the higheſt honour , + and moſt perfeQ, felicity of 
the reaſonable Creature. S 4 0 hay 


In the Text are obſcrvable, | 26. Es ad 


IT. The Title wherewith the Apoſtle addreſſes to them, Having therefore, dearly 


beloved. 
IT. The matter of the Addreſs: To ſtrive after pure and perfe& Holineſs. . 


IIT. The Motives: The exceeding great and precious Promiſcs affur'd to them 
from the Mouth of God himlſcltf. | rms Sinn 


Having therefore theſe Promiſes, dearly beloved. The title expreſſes the truth and 
ſirength of his AﬀeCtion. 8 17 g 
1. To recommend his Counſel to their acceptance. Light opens the Mind by 
clear ConviQtion, but Love opens the Heart by perſwaſive iofinuation, and makes 
an calie entrance into the Soul, He ſeems to diveſt himſelf of his Apoſtolical Com- 
mittton, and in the mildeſt and moſt tender manner mixes intreaties with his Au- 
thority : as in a parallel place, I beſeech you brethren by the name of our Lord Jeſws Chriſt, 
QC. I Cor, 1. 10. | | Tb 07s, 
2, The 
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> The matter of the Addreſs; The cleanſing us from all pollution of Fleſh and 
Spirit, and the changing us into the unſpotted Image of God's Holineſs. Theſe are 
the comprehenſive ſum of renewing Grace, and are inſeparable. The Holy Spirit 
works both together in the Saints; as the Sun, by the ſame emanation of Light, 
diſpels the darkneſs of the Air, and irradiates it. But they are not merely diffe- 
rent notions, but different parts of SanQification. For the corruption of Nature is 
not a mere privation of Holineſs, as darkneſs is of Light ,. but a contrary inherent 
quality, the Principle of all ſinful Evils. We are commanded to put off the old 
man, and to put on the new: To ceaſe to do evil, and to learn to do well. 

We mult purifie our ſelves from the pollutions of Fleſh and Spirit. The Soul 
and Body, in the ſtate of depraved Nature, are like two MalefaQtors faſtened with 
one Chain, and by their ſtrict union infett one anorher. The pollution is intimate 
and radical, diffuſive through all the Powers of the Soul, and Members of the .Body. 
The Spirit of the Mind, the ſupreme Faculty, with the Will and AﬀeQtions , want 
renewing. We are commanded to perfett Holineſs; to aſpire and endeavour after 
our original Holineſs, and to be always advanciog, till we arrive at the final conſum- 
mate Rate of Holineſs in Heaven. | : | 

In the fear of God. That Grace has an eminent cauſality and influence in this 
SanQtification of Chriſtians. It is a powerful reſtraint from Sins in thoughts and as, 
in ſolitude and ſociety, to conſider God's pure and flaming Eye, that ſees Sin where- 
ever it is, in order to Judgment. Holy Fear excites us to exerciſe every Grace, 
and perform every Duty, in that manner, that we may be approv'd and accepted of 
God, | 

3- The Motive ariſes from the excellency of the Promiſes, and the qualifications 
requiſite for the obtaining them. *Tis promiſed, that God will dwell in us, and walk 
in «s; whoſe gracious preſence is Heaven upon Earth. Strange Condeſcenfion ! that 


the God of glory ſhould dwell in Tabernacles of Clay; far greater than if a King 


ſhould dwell in a Cottage with one of his poor Subjetts. He will adopt us iato 
the line of Heaven: 7 will be your Father, and ye ſball be my Sons and Daughters. 
The qualifications are, the purifying our ſelves from all defilements, and ftriving to 
be entirely holy. By the order of God, every Leper was to be excluded from the 
Camp of /ſrae/; and will he have Communion with the Souls of Men, over-ſpread 
with the Leprofie, and covered with the Ulcers of Sin ? There is a ſpecial emphaſis 
in the words, Saith the Lord Almighty. Without the cleanſing and renewing of Sin- 
ners,” Omnipotence cannot receive them into his Favour and Family. There are fatal 
bars fix'd, which the unholy cannot break through. 


The Propoſition that. ariſes from the words is this : The promiſes of the Goſpel lay 
the moſt powerful obligations on Chriſtians, to ftrive for the attainment of pure and per- 
fet# Holineſs. 


Wn, the management of this SubjeQ, I will firſt conſider the Duty as aQted upon 
our ſelves | | 
2. The parts of it: The cleanſing from Sin, and perfeQting Holineſs. 

3- The force of the Motives ; the precious and unvaluable Promiſes of the Goſpel : 
And make Application of them. _ 


1. We are commanded to cleanſe our ſelves, which is our Duty, and implies an 
ability deriv'd from Chriſt to perform it. It may ſeem ſtrange that Men, in their 


depraved ftate, ſhould be excited ro renew themſelves : Who can bring. 4 clean thing 


out of an unclean? not one: yet this Duty is frequently inculcated upon us. 
Waſb ye, make ye clean ; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes. O 
Jeruſalem, waſh thy heart from wickedneſs ; how long ſhall vain thoughts lodge within thee ? 
Cleanſe your hearts ye finners ; purifie your hearts ye double-minded. A clear anſwer 
_— be given to this. = 

-) There is no produQtive Principle of Holineſs in Man's corrupt Nature, but 
ftrong averſions from it, and inclinations to what is contrary to it. There is a mi- 
ſerable impotency to all ſpiritual Good, better expreſs'd with tears than Words. *Tis 
natural and hereditary, more difficultly cur'd than what is accidental. God is the 
ſole efficient in the regeneration of the Soul , and the firſt infuſion of Grace, and 
the principal in the growth and improvement of it. The Holy Spirit does not work 
Grace in us, as the Sun forms Gold in the Earth, without any ſenſe in our ſelves of 
his operations ; but we feel them in all our Faculties, congruouſly to their Nature, 
inlioht- 
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iniightoing the Mind, exciting the: Conſcience, turning the Will, and purifying the 
Aﬀections | 


* 


( 2.2 After a Principle of Life and Holineſs is planted in us, we are, by 'a + con- 
tioual ſupoly of ſtrength from Chriſt, aſſiſted to exerciſe ir in all the as that are 
. proper to tas Divine Life. There is a reſemblance between the Fruits of the, Earth, 
and the Graces of a Chriftian : Seed muſt be firſt ſowed in the Barth, before ir {ſprings 
out of it ; and when 'tis ſowed; the natural qualities of the Earth, Coldnefs and Dri- 
neſs, are fo contrary to fruttifying, that without the Influences of the Heavens, the 
heat of the Sun, and ſhowers of Rain, the Seed would be loſt in it. Grace is drawn 
forth mto flouriſhing and fruitfulneſs by the irradiating and warm influx of the Spirit. 
But we are ſubordinate agents in carrying on the work of Grace to Perfe&tion. The 
| Apoſtle exhorts us to work out our own Salvation with fear and trembling ; for 'tis God 
works in us to will and to do. Carnal Men abuſe the freeneſs of Grace to looſenels 
and ſecurity, and the power of Grace to negligence and lazineſs. Our dependance on 
God infers the uſe of means to ſave our Souls. Our Saviour commands us \to watch 
and pray, that we may not enter into temptation. To watch without Prayer is to pre- | 
ſume upon our own Streagth : To pray withotit Watching is to preſuine upon the Grace | 
of God, The Lord's Prayer is the Rule of our Duty and Deſires : We are ingag'd by 
every Petition to co-operare ard concur with Divine Grace to obtain what we pray 
for. Naamas preſum'd he ſhould be immediately cleanſed from his Leprofie by the | | 
Prayer of Eliſha; but he was commanded to go and waſh himſelf in Jordan ſeven times 5 
for his Purification. A ſtream preſerves its criftal clearneſs by continual rungaing ; if 
its courſe be ſtop'd, it will ſtagnate and putrifie, + The purity of the Soul is preſerv'd 
by the conſtant exerciſe of habitual Grace. In ſhort, we muſt be jealous of our ſelves, 
to prevent our being ſurpriz'd by Sin, and continually addreſs #o the Throne of Grace, 
for the obtaining Grace and Mercy in time of need ; and by Faith apply the blood of ſprink- 
ling, that has a cleanſing Efficacy. The Death of Chriſt meritoriouſly procures the 
Spirit of Life and Renovation, and is the ſtrongeſt ingagement upon Chriſtians to mor- 
tifie thoſe Sins that were the cauſe of his Agonies and Sufferings. | ET 
2. The parts of the Duty are to be conſidered : the cleanſing us from the Defilements 
of Fleſh and Spirit, and the perfe&ting Holineſs. j SO Mi 
(1.) The cleanſing muſt be univerſal, as the pollution is: we are direQted to cleanſe Jam. 4. # 
our hanas, and purifie our hearts, that we may draw near to God with acceptance. *Tis 
obſervable that, in a general ſenſe, all Sins are the works of the Fleſh ; whatever is not 
divine and ſpiritual 1s carnal, in the language of Scripture.” For fince the ſeparation of 
Men from God by the rebellious Sia of Adam , the Soul-is ſunk into a ftate*of Car-.. 
nality, ſeeking for fſatisfaCtion, in lower things ; The two jarring oppoſite. Principles 
are Fleſh and Spirit, Iuſting againſt one another. *Tis as carnal to'deſire vain Glory, 
or to ſet the Heart on Riches, as :to love fenſual Pleaſures: For our EſReem' and 
Love are entirely due to God for his high PerfeQtions; and 'tis a diſparagement to + 
| ſet them on the Creatures, as if he did not deſerve them in their moſt excellent 
degrees. Whatever things are below the native worth of the Soul, and unworthy of its 
nobleſt operations, and are contrary to its bleſſed end, defile and vilifie it. A 
| more precious Metal mix'd with a baſer, as Silver with Tin, is ann! cent and | 
| loſes of its purity and value: But in a contraQted ſenſe Sins -are diftinguiſh'dy ſome | 
are attributed to the Spirit, and ſome to the Fleſh. The Spirit is always the princi- 
pal agent, andgſometimes the ſole agent in the commiſſion - of Sin, and the ſole ſub- | 
jet of it: Of this fort are Pride, Infidelity, Bnvy, Malice,” &c. * Thete are other 
Sins, wherein the Body conſpires and concurs in the outward aQts : They are ſpecified 
by the Apoſtle, and diſtinguiſh'd according to the immediate ſprings from whence they | 
flow; the deſiring and the angry Appetites. 7he works of the Fleſh are manifeſted, Gi 5. 19,49, 
Adultery; Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Lifkretan/ els" Iioberry. Witchcraft ,, Hatred, Vari- ©, , o 
ance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, Envyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, 
Revellings, and ſuch like. The cleanſing from carnal foul Luſts, is like the waſbiog 
one that is fallen into the mire, which is-a mixture of the two loweſt Flements, 
heavy Earth and ſlippery Water, that defile by the touching them. The more ſpiri- 
tual Luſts are like the ſtormy Winds, and ſmoaky Fire, in which the two higher Ele- 
ments are contain'd, Pride {wells the Mind, and cauſes violent agitations in the 
Thoughts : Anger darkens and fires it. The Lufts of the Pleſh are tenacious by the 
torce of the Imagination, when converſant upon Obje&s preſented by the Senſes 3 
but the Luſts of the Spirit are form'd and wrought in its own forge , without the 
_ concurrence of the ſenſual Faculties. ae, 
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27, 28, 


Prov. 1. 


The Lutts of the deſiring Appetite, Intemperance and Unclcanneſs, are fo pollu- 
ting, that the conſciouſneſs of ſuch Crimes will cover the guilty with contuſion. 
Of all the debaſiog titles, whereby the Devil is charatterizd in Scripture, none is 
more vilifying than that of the unclean Spirit ; This 1s attributed to him from 
the general nature of Sin. But there is ſuch a notorious turpitude in Lulits groſly 
carnal, that they defile and defame the Sinner in a ſpecial manner, not only as a 
Rebel againſt God, but the ſervant of Corruption. The underſtanding is the leading 
ſupreme Faculty : Senſe that rules in Beaſts, ſhould ſerve ia Man. Now what does more 
vilifie him, than to be diſſolv'd in filthy Pleaſures, to be drown'd in a fea of Wine ; than a 
Life ſenſual and difſolute, drawn out in a continual connexion of dreggy delights? Ga» 
ming ſucceeds Feaſting , the Ball follows the Comedy, the Impurities of the Night the 


\ Tatemperance of the Day, Senſual Luſts degrade Men from the Nobility of their Na- 


ture, the dignity of their Condition, as if they were all Fleſh, and had not a ſpirit of 
deavenly original, to regulate and reſtrain their lower Appetites within the limits 
of Purity and Honour. The ſlaves of Senſe are like the beaſts that periſh. He that is a 
Beaſt by Choice, is incomparably more vile than a Beaſt by Nature. It would 
infe&t the Air to ſpeak, and pollute the Paper to write, their ſecret Abominations, 
wherein they lye and languiſh; and 'tis natural for Men to dye in thoſe Sins 
wherein they live ; they ſeal their own Damnation by Impenitence. 

How difficult the purging of theſe paſſions is, Experience makes evident. The 
radicated habits of Uncleanneſs and Intemperance are rarely curd. 'Tis the vain 
boaſt of the Roman Philoſopher, Nobis ad noſtrum arbitrium naſci licet : but we muſt 
firſt die to our ſelves, before we can be born of our ſelves : the forſaking a ſinful 
Courſe is neceſſarity antecedently to the ordering the Converſation according to the 
Rules of Vertue. How few inſtances are there, of perſons recovered from the practice 
and bondage of thoſe Luſts, by the wiſe Counſels of Philoſophers ! *Tis in vain to 


repreſent to them, that ſenſual Lufts are prolifick of many Evils ; that Intemperance 


is pregnant with the Seeds of many Diſeaſes : it prepares matter that is inflamable 
into Fevers; 'tis attended with the Gout, Stone, Cholick, Droplic, &c. which are 
incomparably more tomenting, than the peraicious | gypononns of taſte are delightſul. 
Repreſent to them the foul progeny of Laſciviouſneſs, rottenneſs in the Body, waſt- 
ing the Eſtate, Infamy, to ſacrifice what is moſt valuable for the ſake of a vile Wo- 
man ; the wiſeſt Conſiderations are loſt upon them, they are too weak a Bridle to 
check their brutiſh Luſts. 

But are not theſe Luſts eaſily ſubdued in Chriſtians, who . have the advantage of 
clearer Light, ſtronger Motives, and more liberal affiftance of Grace, to reſcue them 
from the power of Sin ? 1g. 

The wile obſerver tells us, I find more bitter than death, the woman whoſe heart is 
ſnares and nets, and her hands are as bands : whoſo pleaſes God, ſtall eſcape from her, 
but the ſinner ſhall be taken by her. Behold this have 1 found, ſaith the preacher, count- 
ing one by ore to find out the account, but I find not : one man of a thouſand have 1 
found, but a woman among all theſe have I not found. | 

*'Tis aſtoniſhing, that for a ſhort dream of pleaſure, men ſhould deſpiſe Heaven 
and Hell, what is moſt deſirable, and moſt fearful. How juft is the reproach mixt 
with Compaſſion and Indignation, How long ye ſimple ones will you love ſimplicity, and 
fools hate knowleage ? X 

"Tis worth the inquiry, how men are ſottiſhly ſeduced to live unchaſtly and in- 
temperately, againſt the reaſon and reſt of their Minds. 2 

1. The great Temptation to Sin is the love of Pleaſure ; accordingly, the de- 
grees of ſenſual Pleaſure, being more intenſe in thoſe carnal Faculties that are for 
the preſerving and propagating Life, eſpecially when heightned by the carnal Fancy, 
the law of the Members prevails againſt the law of the Mind. *'Tis ſaid of unclean 
perſons, whoſe Eyes are full of the Adultereſs, they cannot ceaſe from Sin ; they can- 
not dif-entangle themſelves from the embraces of the circling Serpent. 

2, Carnal pretences are made uſe of to defend, or at leaſt excuſe the fin of In- 
temperance , which makes it more eaſily indulg'd, and pernicious in effe&. Men, 
if it were poſſible, would fin withour fia, without diſcovering the guilt and rurpi- 
tude of It, that they may enjoy their pleaſures without accuſing, recoiling thoughts, 
which will turn the [weeteſt Wine into Vinegar. Now lince Meats and Drinks 
are neceſſary for our vital ſupport, and the meaſure is uncertain and various, ac- 
cording to' the diſpolitions and capacities of mens bodies, Intemperats perſons feed 


high, and drink deep, without refleion or remorſe, and pretend 'tis for the Re- 


freſhment of Nature. 
3. Fleſhly 
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3. Ficſhly Lults ſteal into the Throne by degrees. An Exceſs of Wickednefs ſtrikes 
at firſt ſight with Horror. No Prodigal deligu'd to waſte a great Eſtate in a day ; 

et many from immenſe Riches have fall'n into extream Poverty. This Expence 1s for 
his Pleaſure, this for his Honour, this will not be ruinous ; thus proceeding by degrees, 
till all be ſquander'd away, he becomes voluntarily poor. 

An Intemperate Perſon begins with leſſer meaſures, and is not frequently overtaken : 
Conſcience for a time reſilts, and ſuſpends the entireneſs of his conſent to the Tempta- 
tion; He drinks too much for his Time, for his Health and Eſtate, bur he will not to- 
rally quench his Reaſon: Yet by degrees he becomes hardned, and freely indulges his 
Appetite till he is drown'd 1n Perdition. 

A Laſcivious perſon begins with impure Glances, tempting Words and AQtions, and 
proceeds to unclean mixtures. _ 

. Senſual Luſts (tupify Conſcience ; they kill the Soul in the Eye,and extinguiſh the di- 
reQtive, aad reflexing Powers Wine and Women take away the Heart ; that 'tis neither vigil:at 
nor tender. Chaſtity and Temperance, joined with Prayer to the Father of Lights, clarify 
and brizhten the Mind, and make it receptive of ſanttifying Truths ; but carnal predomi- 
nant Paſſions ſully and ſtain che Underſtanding by a natural Efficiency, and by a moraland 
meritorious Efficiency. W hen the Spirits that are-requilite for intelleAual operations, are 
waſted for the uſe of the Body, the Mind 1s 1ndiſpoled for the ſevere exerciſe of Reaſon. 
Although ihe diſpoſitions of the Body are not direQly operative upon the Spirit, yet in their 
preſent ſtate of Union, there is a ſtrange ſympathy berween the Conſtitution of the one, 
and the Conceptions and Inclinations.of the other. Luxury and Luſt faſten a ruſt and 
foulnels on the Mind, that it cannot ſee Sin 1a its odious Deformity, nor Vertue in its 
unattaintable Beauty. Fhey raiſe a thick miſt that darkens Reaſon, that it cannor 
diſcern approaching dangers. The Judicative Faculty is by the righteous Judgment of 
God, impaired and corrupted, that it does not ſeriouſly conſider the deſcent and worth 
of the Soul, its duty and accounts for all things done in the Bly ; but as if the Spirit 
in Man were for no other uſe, but to animate the organs of Intemperance and Luſt, 
they follow their Pleaſures with greedineſs. *Tis ſaid of the young Man, enticed by . 4 ,,,. 
the flatterics of the Harlot, that he goes after. her like an Ox crown'd with Garlands, vinumque,n6il 
that inſenſibly goes to be facrific'd, He looks to the preſent Pleaſure, without conſ*: og Ca 
dering the Infamy, the Poverty, the Diſeaſes, the Death and Damnation, rhar are the qr cover 14er 
juſt conſequents of his Sin. The Senſual are ſecure :* The effeQts of Carnal Luſts were aw men. 
viſible in the darkneſs of Heatheniſm. | Orid, 

Luſts alienate the thoughts and deſires of the Soul from Converſe with God : His- 
Juſtice makes him terrible to the Conſcience, and Holineſs diftaſtful to the AﬀeQions 
of the unclean. We read of the [/raelizes, they were ſo greedy of the Onions and Gar- 
lick, and Flzſh-pots of Egypr, that they deſpiſed the Food of Angels ; the Manna that 
dropp'd from Hz:aven. Till the Soul be defecate from the dregs of Senſe, and refin'd to 
an Angelick Temper, it can never taſte how good the Lord is, and will not forſake ſenſual 
Enjoyments. The converſion of the Soul proceeds from rhe inlightened Mind, and the 
renewed Will, raviſhd with Divine Delights that overcome all the Pleaſures of Sin. 
There are, for our caution, recorded in Scripture, two fearful Examples of the iachant- 
ing Power of Luſt. Sampſon inticed by his Luſt, became a voluntary ſlave to a wretched 
Harlor, that firtt quench'd the Light of his Mind, and then the Light of his Body, and 
expos'd him to the cruel ſcorn of his Enemies. Solomon by indulging his ſenſual Appe- 
tite, loit his Wiſdom, and was induced by his Idolatrous Concubines, to adore Stocks, 
and Stones ; and became as very an Idol as thoſe he worſhipp'd, that have Eyes and ſee 
mot, Ears ad hear not : He rebell'd againſt God, who had made him the richeſt and 
wiſeſt King in the World, and miraculouſly revealed his Goodneſs to him. Dreadful 
Conſequence of Senſuality ! | ee x5 

5s. There is a ſpecial Reaſon that makes the recovery of the ſenſual to Sobriety and 
Purity, to be almoſt impoſſible. The intecnal Principle of Repentance, is the inlightened 
Conſcience, retlecting upon paſt Sins, with heart-breaking ſorrow and deteſtation. This 


is declared by God concerning Iſrael, They ſhall ye remember your evil ways, and your do E::k. 6. 1." 


ings n0t good, and ſball loath your ſelves in your own ſight, for your iniquities, and your abo- 
minations. "The bitter remembrance of vin is the firſt ſtep to reformation. Now there 
are no Sianers more averſe and uncapable of ſuch refleQions, than thoſe who have been 
immers'd ia the Delights of Senſe. The unclean Wretch remembers the charming Ob- 
jzAs, and exerciſe of his Luſts with Pleaſure ; and when his inſtrumental Faculties are 
diſabled by Sickneſs or Age, for the groſs aQts, he repeats them in his Fancy, renews 
bis Guile, and the Sin is tranſplanted from the Body to the Soul. The intemperate Per- 
ſon remembers with delight the wild Society wherein he has been engaged, the rich 
Wines wherein he guench'd his Cares, the ungracious Wit and Mirth that made the 
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Repugnante Na- hours ide away without obſervation. Now 'tis a Rule concerning Remedies applied 
ture 144 Me for the recovery of the Sick, that Phy lick 1s ineffectual withour the. aſſiſtance of Na- 
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ture ; bur the caſe of the Sick is deſperate, when the only Medicine, proper for his Cure, 
increaſes the Diſeaſe, and brings Death more certainly, and ſpeedily. Thoſe who are 
detil'd by Carnal Lalts have a ſpecial Curſe ; they provoke God to withdraw his Grace, 
according to that fearful Threatning, ( My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Man, for he 
is Fleſb); and after ſo deſperate a forfeiture, they are ſeldom redeemed and relcal-4 trom 
the Chains of Darkneſs wherein they are bound. Accordingly Solomon frequeiit|, re- 
peats this Obſervation ; The ſtrange Woman flatters with her words : Her houſe inclines :0 
the dead, and her paths to the dead, None that go unto her return again, neiiher take the 
hold of the path of Life. The mouth of « ſtrange Woman is a acep pit : he that 1s abhorred 
of the Lord ſhall irrecoverably fall therein. 

If it be ſaid, that this repreſentation of the deplorable ſtate of the unclean, ſeems to 
cut off all hopes of their reclaiming and Salvation, and may induce PLeſpair : 

I anſwer, with our Saviour, in another inſtance, With Mer it is impoſſible, ana not with 
God ; for with God all things are poſſible. He can open and cleanſe, adorn and beautify, 
the molt obſtinate and impure Heart. He can, by Omnipotent Grace, change a Bruriſh 
Soul into an Angelick, and plant a Divine Nature, that abhors and eſcapes the Corruption 
in the, World through Luſt. Notwithſtanding the Severity of the Threatning, yer the 
Divine Mercy and Grace has been exerciſed and magnified in the renewing ſuch -pol- 
luted Creatures, The Apoſtle tells the Corinthians, they were Fornicators and Adulterers, 
but they were waſhed, ſandtified and juſtified in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


1. Let them addreſs their Requeſts to God, that he would cleanſe them from the 
guilt of their Sins in the Blood of Chriſt, the only Fountain of Life ; and baptize them 
with the Holy Ghoſt as with Fire, to purge away their Droſs and Pollutions. An unholy 
Life is the off-ſpring of an unclean Heart.. The looſe Vibrations of the impure Eye, 
ti.e inticiog Words of the impure Tongue, the external Careſſes and Incentives of 
L_ are from the Heart. The Heart muſt: be purified, or the Hands cannot be 
cleanled. 

2. Suppreſs the firſt rifings of Sin in the Thoughts and Deſires. Sins at firſt are eaſily 
reſiſted 3 but indulged ſor a time, are difficultly retracted. 2. 

3- Abſtain from all Temptations to theſe Sins. As Wax near the Fire is eaſily melted, 
ſo the Carnal AﬀecRions are ſuddenly kindled by tempting ObjeAts. The neglet of 
this Duty fills the World with ſo many incorrigible Sinners, and Hell with ſo many loſt 
Souls. Mea venture to walk among Snares and Serpents without fear, and periſh for 
the neglect of circumſpeQion. | | 

4- Do not preſume that you will forſake thoſe Sins hereafter, which you are unwil- 
ling to forſake at preſent. There is in many, a Conflict between Conviction and Cor- 
ruption : They love Sin, and hate it ; they delight init, and are ſorry for it ; they can- 
not live without it, nor with it, 1n ſeveral reſpeAs: Now to quiet Conſcience, and in- 
dulge their Luſts, they pleaſe themſelves with reſolutions of a future Reformation. 
The Tempter often excites Men to conſent for once, and obtains his aim : But ris a 
voluntary diftraQtion to think Men may, without apparent danger, yield to a preſenc 
Temptation, reſolving to reſiſt future Temptations : For if when the Strength is intire, 
a Temptation captivates a Perſon, how much more eaſily will he be kept in bondage 
when the Enemy is more tyrannous and uſurping, more bold and powerful, and treads 
upon his neck, and he is more diſabled to reſcue himſelf ? The inlightned natural Con- 
{ctence is arm'd againſt Sin ; and if Men regarded its ditates, if they believed and va- 
lued Eternity, they might preſerve themſelves from many Defilements; But God has 
never promiſed. to recover Sinners by ſpecial Grace, who have neglefed to make uſe 
of common Grace. In ſhort, conſider what is more tormenting than all the Pleaſures 


of Sin, that are but for a ſeaſon, can be delightful, the refleion of the guilty accuſing 
Conſcience, and the terrible impreſſion of an angry God for ever. 
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Anger is a Luft of the Fleſh. No Paſſion leſs capable of Counſel. Direttions to prevent 
its riſe and reign. Motives to extinguiſh it: The Luſt of the Eyes, and Pride of Life, 
are joined with the Luſts of the Fleſh. Covetouſneſs confider'd. *Tis radically in the Un- 
derſtanaing, principally in the Will, vertually in the Aftions. The love of it produces many 
vicious Aﬀettions. 'Tis diſcovered in getting, ſaving, and uſing an Eſtate. The difficulty 
of curing Covetauſneſs, made evident from the Cauſes of it ; and the unſucceſsfulneſs of 
Means in order to it. *Tis the root of all Evil. Excludes from Heaven. *Tis the moſt 


unreaſonable Paſſion. The preſent World cannot afford Perfeftiown or Satisfattion to the 
Immortal Soul. The proper Means to mortify Covetouſneſs. 


2 Nger is another Luſt of the Fleſh, Of all the Paſſions none is leſs capable of wo wtrun 
Counſel, nor more rebellious againſt the Empire of Reaſon : Ir darkens the 4 ef 

Mind, and cauſes ſuch a fierce agitation of the Spirits, as when a Storm fills the Air Tn 

with black Clouds, and terrible Flaſhes of Lightning. It often breaks forth ſo ſudden- Sen. a: tr. | 

ly, that as ſome acute Dilcaſes, if. check'd ar firſt, become more violent, there is no 

time for remedy, nor place for cure ; ſo there is ſuch an irrevocable precipitancy ofthe 

Paſſions, that the endeavour to repreſs their Fury, enrages them. *Tis aſtoniſhing what 

enormous Exceſſes and Miſchiefs are cauſed by it! How many Houſes are turned into 


Dens of Dragons, how many Kingdoms into Fields of Blood, by this fierce Paſſion ? 


| o | 

To prevent its riſe and reign, the moſt neceſſary Counſel is, if poſſible, to quench 
the firſt Sparks that appear, which are ſeeds pregnant with Fire. But if it be kindled 
do not feed the Fire by exaſperating Words. A prudent filence will be more effe&ual 
to end a Quarrel, than che moſt ſharp and piercing reply that confounds the Adverſary. 


Julius Ceſar would never aſſault thoſe Enemics with Arms, whom he could ſubdue by 14m «-: #4: 


Hunger. He that injuriouſly reviles us, if we revile not again, and he has nor a word — a 
from us to feed his Rage, will ccaſe of himſelf; and like thoſe who dye with: pure - 


ved pleriſque 
Hunger, will tear himſelf. H:zekiah commanded his Counſellors not to ſay a word to edicts centrs 
Rabſbeksh. | 


Vitia corporum + 

2. Try by geatle and meek addrefles to compoſe the ruffled Minds of thoſe who are Ng ny ſus 
provoked. *Tis the Obſervation of the wiſeſt of Men, That « ſoft Anſwer breaks the 7=**: 
Bones : *Tis uſually ſucceſsful ro make ſtubborn Spirits compliant. Indeed ſome are 


ſo perverſe in their Paſſions, that the mildeſt words will iaceoſe them 3 no ſubmiſſion, 


no ſatisfaftion will be accepted ; their Anger cauſes mortal and immortal Hatred, But 


theſe are ſo far from being Chriſtians, they are not Heathens ; but deveſted of all Hu- 
manity. | 

3. If Anger has ruſh'd into the boſom, that it may not reſt there, cancel the remem- 
brance of the Provocation. The continual reflefting in the thoughts upon an Injury, 
hinders Reconciliation, The Art of Oblivion, if praQtic'd, would prevent thoſe re- 


ſearments that eternize Quarrels. Por this end, let us conſider what may lefſen the Of- 9uere frrt azri 


| fence in our eſteem : In particular, if very injurious words are fpoken againſt us by 7m & p1c 


one in a tranſport of Anger, they ſhould be more eaſily deſpiſed, when they ſeem more > ogetag 
juſtly provoking ;z for they proceed from Rage, not from Reaſon ; and no Perſon, that nſw 1.cen- 


is of a wiſe and ſober Mind, will regard them, but as words ſpoke by a ſick Man in ne 0 
the height of a Calenture. i ant. Sen. 4 3; 


ae Irs. 
Now to make us careful to prevent or allay this Paſſion, it will be requiſite to con- 
ſider the inclination and {way of our Natures ; ſome as ſoon take fire as dry thorns, and 


retain it as knotty wood. Now 'tis a fundamental Rule of Life, that our weakeſt part 


muſt be guarded with the moſt jealouſy, and fortified with the ſtrongeſt defence : There 
we mult expett the moſt dangerous and frequent afſaults of Satan : There he will dire& 
his Battery, and place his Scaling-ladders. - Let therefore the following Conſiderations 
ſzttle in our Heartss How becoming an underſtanding Creature'it is to defer Anger ? 
For the Paſſions are blind and brutiſh ; and without a ſevere command of them, a Man 
forſeits his natural dignity. What is more unreaſonable, than for a Man deeply to wound 
himſelf, rhat he may have an imaginary fatisfaQion in revenging an Injury 2 Into what 
a fierce diſorder is the Body put by Anger? 'The Heart is inflamed, and the boiling Spi- 
rits fly up into the Head, the Eyes ſparkle, the Mouth foams, and the other ſymproms 
of Madneſs follow. Inwardly, the angry Man ſuffers more Torments than the moſt 
cruel Enemy can inflit upon him. - A Man of Underſtanding is of a cool Spirit. It 
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was the wiſe Advice of Pyrrhus, to thoſe whom he inſtrutted in the Art of Defence, 
That they mould not be angry : For Arger would make them raſh, and expoſe them to their Ad- 
werſary. He that hath not Rule over his own Spirit, 1s like 4 City broken d:;wn, and with: 
out Walls ; and conſequently expoſed to Rapine and Spoil by every Enemy.. Satan hath 
3n eaſy entrance into them, and brings along with him a train of Evils. We are there- 
fore direfted to watch againſt Anger, and not to give place to the Devil, Eph. 4. Conſi- 
der how honqurab!e it is to paſs by an Offence : *Tis a royalty of Spiric ; an imitation of 
God, in whoſe Eyes the ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit is of great price. The greater 
the Offence, the greater the Glory of pardoning it. How pleaſant it is: The Soul is 
poſſeſs'd in Patience ; "tis cool and quiet ; there is a Divine and Heavenly Conlent of the 
Mind, the Will and AﬀeQtiions. The Breaft of a diſpaſſionate Man is the Temple of 
Peace. Beſides, let us frequently remember our want of the Divine Compaſſion : There 
is no Man fo innocent, unleſs he abſolutely forgets that he is a Man, and his many Frail- 
ties, but deſires that the cauſe of his Life, in the day of Judgment, may. be tried by the 
Tribunal of Clemency ; for no Man can then be ſaved but by Pardon. The due Conſli- 
deration of this will make us more hardly provoked, and more ealily appeaſed with thoſe 
who oJend u:. rey ” 
Let us pray for the deſcent of the Dove-like Spirit into our Boſoms, to moderate and 
tzmper our Paſſions. Meekneſs is the fruit of the Spirit, Gal. 5.22. There is a Natu- 
ral Meekneſs, the produ@ of the Temperament of the Humours in the Body 5 this is 
a rare Felicity : There is a Moral Meekneſs, the product of Education and Counſel ; 
this is an amiable Vertue ; There is a Spiritual Meckneſs, that orders the Paſhons ac- 
cording to the Rule of the Divine Law, in conformity to our Saviour's Example ; this 
is a Divine Grace, that attraQts the eſteem and love of God himſclf. This prepares us 


for Communion with the Gog| of Peace here, and in Heaven. 


To obtain this excellent frame of Spirit, let us be humble in our Minds, and tempe- 

rate in our AﬀeRions, with reſpeCt to rhoſe things that are the incentives of Paſſion. 
The falſe valuations of our ſelves, and the things of this World, are the inward cauſes of 
ſioful Anger. Contempt and Diſdain, either real or apprehended, and the croſſing our 
deſires of worldly enjoyments, inflame our Breaſts. Our Saviour tells us, he is meek 
and lowly; and Meekneſs is joined with Temperance, as the produttive and conſerva- 
tive cauſe of it. He that doth not over-value himſelf," nor inordinately affeQt temporal 
things, is hardly provoked, and-eaſily appeaſed. 
3. I will conſider the two other vicious AﬀeRtions, joined by St. John with the Luſis 
cf the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and Pride of Life}; from which we mult be purged, 
or we are uncapable of the bleſſed relation of God's Children, and of his Favour. The 
1ntamous CharaQter.of the Cretrens, is proper to the ambitious, covetous and voluptuous ; 
That they are evil beaſts, and ſlow-bellies. Covetouſnels is a diffuſive Evil, that corrupts 
the whole Soul. Tis radically in the Underſtanding, principally in the Will and Af-. 
feQions, vertually in the AQtions. 

1. 'Tis radically in the Underſtanding. Men are firſt inchanted in their Opinion of 
Riches, and then chained by their Aﬀections. The Worldly-minded over-value Riches, 
as the only real and ſubſtantiat Happineſs ; the Treaſures of Heaven, which are ſpiri- 
tual and future, are ſlighred as Dreams, that have no exiſtence but in the imagination. 
They ſce no convincing charms in Grace and Glory : the luſtre of Gold dazles and de- 
ceives them ; they will not believe 'tis Dirt. Gold is their Sun and Shield, that ſup- 
plies them with the moſt deſireable good things in their eſteem, and preſerves them 
trom the moſt fearful Evils. Gain is their main deſign, and utmoſt aim : their contri- 
vances and projets are, how to maintain and improve their Eſtates ; and the moſt plea- 
{ant exerciſe of their thoughts, is to look over their Inventory. 

2. Covetouſneſs is principally in the Will, the place of its reſidence ; *tis called, rhe 
love of Money : There is an inſeparable relation between the Heart and its Treaſure. 
We are direCted, If Riches increaſe, ſet not your Hearts upon them. "Tis obſervable, 
that the eager deſire to' procure Riches, is oftea ſubordinate to other vicious AﬀeCtions, 
either to Prodigality or Pride. Prodigality excites to Rapine and Extortion, from the 
violent motive of Indigence, that is its uſual attendant, and from the conſpiring Luſts 
of Senſuality, which languiſh, unleſs furniſh'd with new ſupplics and nouriſhmenr. 
Or Pride urges to an exceſſive procuring of Wealth, to maintain the ſtate and pomp of 
the vain-glorious. Now if theſe vicious AﬀecQions are correCted, the inordinate defire 
of Riches will be ſuddenly cured. 

But Covetouſnels, in its proper ſenſe, implies the ſeeking Riches for the 15ve of them, 
not reſpeCQively to their uſe. From hence tis the moſt unreaſonable 4ffeRion, and more 
inexcuſable than any that are derived from the carnal Appetites. Now Love is the lcad- 
19g Aif:Qion, and produces, . | 


(1.) Immo- 
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( 1.) Immo-;erate Deſires of Riches: For what is loved for it ſelf, is deſired 
with an unlimited Appetite, Covetouſneſs, /ike the Grave , never ſays it is 
enough, 

7 ) .Immaderate Joy in poſſeſſing them. A covetous Man is raiſed and raviſh'd 
above himſelf, in the ſight of his Treaſures: He thinks himſelf happy without Re- 
conciliation and Communion with God, wherein Heaven conſiſts. It was a convin- 
cing evidence of Job's ſacred and heavenly temper, that he did »or refoyce becauſe his Job 31. 25, 
Wealth was preat, and his Hand had gotten much, 

( 3.) Anxious fears of loſing them. The Covetous ſuſpe& every ſhadow , are 
fearful of every fancy , wherein their Intereſt is concerned. They are vex'd with 
the apprehenſions, leſt they ſhould be oppreſſed by the Rich, Rob'd by the Poor, 
circurgvenced by the Crafty, or ſuffer loſs by innumerable, unforeſeen and inevitable 
Accidents. Content js the Poor Man's Riches, when Poſſeſſion is the Rich Man's 
Torment. | | EZ 

(4. ) Heart-breaking Sorrow in being deprived of them. Tf you touch their 
Treaſure, you wound their Hearts. According to the Rule in Nature, what is poſ- 

{'d with Joy, is loft with Griet; and according to the degree of the Defires, ſuch 
will be the Deſpair when they are fruſtrate. Poverty, in the account of the Cove- 
tous, is the worlt of Evils, that. makes Men abſolutely deſolate. Blind unhappy 
wretches ! Eternal Damnation is the extreameſt Evil. *Tis infinitely better to- be 
deprived of all their Treaſures, and go naked into Paradiſe, than to fall laden with 
Gold into the Pit of Perdirion. 


3. Covertoulnels is vertually in the Attions ; which are to be conſidered either in 
the getting, ſaving, or uſing an Eſtate. : 
1. The Coverous are inordinate and eager in their endeavours , to pet an Eſtate. 
They riſe early, lye down late, and eat the bread of carefulneſs: They rack their 
Brains, waſte their Strength, conſume their Time; they toil and tire themſelves to 
gain the preſent World: For when Luſt counſels and commands, Violence exe- 
cutes. Their Eyes and Hearts, their Aims and Endeavours, are concentered in the 
Earth. Who will ſhew us any good? is their unſatisfied inquiry. 
( 1.) They are greedy and carneſt to obtain great Riches ; for they meaſure their 
Eſtates by their Delires. 7 
(2.) They will uſe all means, fair or fraudulent, to amaſs Wealth. The lucre 
of Gain is ſo raviſhing, they will not make a ſtand, but venture into a Houſe in- 
feAed with the Plague, to get Treaſure. 
2. They are ſordid in ſaving, and contradiQ all Divine and Humane Rights by 
robbing God, their Neighbours and themſelves, of what is due to them. A cove- 
tous Man robs God, the Proprietor, in negleQing to pay what he has reſerv'd for 
works of Piety and Charity, as an acknowledgment, that. all is from his Bounty : 
He robs the Poor, his deputed receivers; He defrauds himſelf ; for God beſtows 
Riches for the ſupport and comfort of our Lives, that we may with Temperance 
and Thankſgiving enjoy - his Benefits: He wants what he has, as. well as that he has _ nk des 
not. | + pat 
3. They are defeQive in uſing Riches. . If. they do Works externally good , the 46,1" 
ſpring and motive 1s vicious; and the Ends more ſurely diſcover Men than their 
ACtions. They do not acts of Piety and Charity in Obedience and Thankfulneſs, 
to imitate and honour God, but ſometimes for Reputation and Fame ; as the Pha- 
riſees ( whoſe inſeperable properties were Pride and Covetoulſneſs ) diſpens'd their Mz. 6 
Alms with the found of a Trumpet, to call the Poor together. Other Sins require 
ſhades and retifements, but Pride to be conſpicuouſly diſtinguiſhed from others. 
2. Sometimes they do Good, to compound with God, and appeaſe Conſcience, for 
their unrighteous procuring Riches : Their Gifts. are Sin- offerings to expiate the 
Guilt contrated by ill-gotten Goods, not Thank-offerings for God's free Favours and 
Benefits. To countenance their Opinion and PraQtice, they alledge our Saviour's 
Counſel, Make to your ſelves friends of the mammon of wnrighteouſneſs, that when ye Luke 17. 
fail, they may recerve you into everlaſiing habitations : As if beſtowing part of their 
unrighteous Gains, would purchaſe diſcharge from the arrears due to Divine Juſtice. 
Can there be a more monſtrous perverting the reCitude of Truth, to conform it to 
the crooked Luſts of Men? St. Auftin ſpeaking of this vain and impious Preſumption Nei calen 16 
of ſome in his time, adviſes them , © Do not form ſuch an unworthy conception of 2" Pom. 
** God, as were very unbecoming a good Man : He is not to be brid'd by offermps cy Atary 
** of Robbery, as if he were a party in the Robbery : Such Alms and Legacies are 2. 
* ſo far from propitiating him, that they cry for Vengeance agaioſt thoſe that offer 
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© them. Yet how many, who have raiſed great Eſt ates by Unrighteouſneſs, Quiet 
their acculing Thoughts by reſolving to bequeath ſome pious Legacies, when they 
(hall leave the World? And how often when a Rici> Man dyes, his laſt Will dyes 
with him, and is buried 1n oblivion? How can an urTighteous Man confide 1n the 
Conſcience of another, when his own has been ſo unfaichtul? Beſides, that is only 
ours that remains when all our Debts are paid ; and till there be reſtirution of whar 
by Deceit or Force was unjuſtly got, there 1s nothing to give. | 

2. A covetous Man is very deteCQtive in the manner of giving. There are internal 


AﬀeXtions to be mix'd with the a&ts of Charity. They muſi: be done with readineſs © 


and alacrity ; and not wrung out, as a Man preſſes ſoure G:rapes : For there is no 
moral. value in Benefits ſo obtain'd. God loves a ckearful giver. Charity muſt be 
unconftrain'd as well as unconfin'd; free, and reſpeAing all in their Wants and Miſe- 
ries Now Covetouſneſs makes one as unwilling to part with bis Money, as to have 
Blood, the treaſure of Life, drawn from his Veins. We are directed to put on bowels 
of Compaſſion, and to remember them in bonds, as bound with chem. Covetoulſneſs 
infuſes an unrelenting frame into the Breaſt, hardens the Bowels, and makes them 1n- 
capable of melting-imprefſions. The laoguiſhing Looks, the pleading Eyes, the Com- 
plaints and Calamities of the miſerable, do nor afeCt thoſe in whom Covetouſneſs 
reigns: The tender inclinations of Humanity are quench by it. 

3. The Covetous will not give in proportion to their abilities, and the exi- 
gencies of others. *Tis true, an Eſtate 1s often more in reputation than in reality, 
and there cannot be a viſible convincing-proof of Covetoulſnels from the meanneſs 
of the Gift ; but there is a ſecret proof from the Conſcience of the giver, and known 
to God. The Widow that gave two Mites to the ſacred Treaſury, was more liberal 
than thoſe who threw into it richer Gifts. God accepts according to what a Man has, 
and not aicording to what he has not. A covetous Man, though rich, will pretend the 


{mallneſs of his Eſtate to excuſe and palliate his illiberal giving ; and makes himſelf 


doubly guilty, of feigned Poverty, and real Avarice, in God's light: But a /ibera/ 
Man deviſeth liberal things : He duely conſiders the Circumſtances ot Perſons in want ; 
and efteems a juſt Occaſion of Charity, to be a golden Opportunity, and will be 


noble and magnificent. . 
2. I will conſider the difficulty of the Cure. This will be evident from the cauſes 


of the Diſeaſe, and the frequent unſucceſsfulneſs of the means in order to it. There 


is no kind of Sinners more inconvincible and 1ncurable, than the Worldly-minded. 
*Tis a Rule without exception, Thoſe Sins which have the greateſt apoearance of 
Reaſon, and the leaſt of Senſuality, are the moſt plauſible and prevailing. So long as 
there are remains of Reaſon in Mankind, there will be Modeſty ; and brutiſh Luſts 
will expoſe ro ſhame. The high birth and honourable rank of the unclean, cannor 
varniſh and diſguiſe their Impurities, but renders them more infamous and odious. 
Belides, unleſs Men are not prodigiouſly bad, if they are not free from Fault, they 
will not defend their Intemperance and Incontinency. It there be any ſpark of Con- 
{cience alive, it diſcovers and condemas thoſe Sins, and aſliſts a faithful counſellor in 
their Cure, But the Covetous, by many fair pretences, jultiſie . themſelves : The 
Apoſtle expreſſes them by the cloke of Covetonſneſs, to hide its filthineſs. They pre- 
tend to be frugal, but not covetous: They alledge the example of thoſe who are 
reputed wiſe, who proſecute the gains of the World, as the main {cope of . their 
actions: They will tell you, "tis neceſſary Prudence to improve alk Opportunities to 
Iacreaſe their Eſtates, to ſecure them from Evils that may happen ; and to negleCt 
providing for our Families is worſe than Infidelity. Thus reaſon is ingaged ro joyn 
with the AﬀeCtion. From hence the Covetous are not only inamon'd with the un- 
worthy Obje&, but averſe from the Cure of the vicious Aﬀetion. The love of 
Money {mothers the Mind with Ignorance, and darkneſs its ſerenity, that the filthi- 
neſs of the Sin 1s indiſcernible. The Covetous are like Perſons ſick beyond the ſenſe 
of their Diſcale, and near Death, without feeling the preſages of it. Belides, thoſe 
corrupt AﬀeCtions, which in their riſe and degrees depend upon the humours of rhe 
Body that are mutable, are ſometimes with force and violence carried to their Ob- 
jects; but when the diſpoſition of the Body is altered, they flag, and diſtaſts ſucceed : 
Bur the root and principle of Covetouſneſs is' in the Will; and when that is depra- 
ved, 'tis diabolical in obitinacy. The moſt fierce and greedy Bealts, when they have 
glutted their ravenous Appetites , do not preſently ſeek after new prey ; but Cove- 


qui:ur cara pe- tOuſneſs, like a Dropſie-thirſt is inflam'd by drinking, and inrag'd by increafing Riches. 


cuntam majo- 
rungue fames, 


And whereas other vicious delires are weakned and broke by tra& of time, Cov:- 
touſneſs derives new life and vigour from age. The thoughts and affections of ric 
Covetous 
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Covetous are never more deeply tainted with-the Earth, than- when they draw near 


to their fatal period, and their Bodies muſt be reſolved into their original Ele- - 


ments. Oe oh EIN aw C1 
2. The difficulty of the Cure is evident from the inefficacy of the means uſed to 
effe& it. The Divine Authority of the Scripture, the cleareſt Reaſon, the plaineſt 
Experience, are often uſed in vain to reform the Covetous. Of a thouſand Perſons, 
in whom Covetouſneſs is the regent Luſt, ſcarce ten are cleanſed and changed from 
covetous to be liberal. ' EE i uo | 

1. The Word of God has no commanding perſuaſive power upon them. The Word 
declares, that Covetouſneſs is Idolatry ; for it depoſes God, and places the World, the 


Royal Prerogatives, which he has reſerved to himſelf in the Empire. of the World. 
He 1s infinitely jealous of our transferring them to the Creature. : Our higheſt Ado- 
ration and Eſteem, our Confidence and Truſt, our Love and Complacency , .our De- 
pendance and Obſervance, are entirely and eſſentially due to him. Who in the Heaven 


Whom have 1 in Heaven but thee? and there is none upon Earth I deſire in compariſon of 
thee. The Lord is my portion, ſaith my Soul. The name of the Lord s a ſtrong [ower, 
the righteous fly to it, and are ſafe. Behold, as the eyes of Servants. look to the hands 
of their Maſters; ſo our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until he have. Mercy upon ws. 
Theſe Scriptures are declarative of thoſe eternal reſpe&s that are due ro God from 
reaſonable Creatures; and he is highly diſhonoured and diſpleaſed, when they are 
alienated from him. Now the Covetous deifie the World : The rich Man's Riches are 
his ſtrong City, and as an high Wall, in his imagination. He will truſt God no 
farther than according to viſible ſupplies and means : He takes not God for his- ſtrength, 
but truſts in the abundance of his Riches, His Heart is poſſeſſed and polluted with the 
love of the World, and God is excluded : Therefore we are commanded, zot to love 
the World, nor the things of it : If any Man love the World, the love of the Father i not 
in him. He is provok'd to Jealouſie, the moſt ſevere and ſenſible Attribute, by the 
coldneſs of Men; Love. From hence it appears how this comprehenſive Sin is inju- 
rious to God, The Pſalmiſt tells us, that the Covetous are not only the objeCts of 
God's Anger, but abhorrence : Thus he brands them, The covetous whom the Lord ab- 
hors. The words are of the moſt heavy fignification. If his Loving-kindneſs be better 
than Life, his Hatred is worſe than Death. | 

'Tis the root of all Evil, in Perſons of all conditions, civil and ſacred. This bribes 
thoſe that are in the Seat of Judgment, to clear the guilty ; and which is a boldet 
Crime, to condemn the innocent. Of this there is recorded a cruel and bloody In- 
ſtance, in the death of Naboth, occaſioned by Ahab's Covetouſneſs. This corrupts 
the Preachers of the Word, to ſpeak to the Luſts, not the Conſciences of Men, upon 
whom they have a ſervile dependance; And as the Spirit of Deluſion is never more 
the Spirit of Deluſion, than under the appearance of an Anpel of Light ; fo his Mi- 
niſters are never more his Miniſters, than when they pervert the Word of God to 
ſupport ſinful PraQtices by corrupt Principles. Covetouſneſs makes Men faint and 


falſe in the time of tryal: They will fave the World with the loſs of their Souls. 


In ſhort, it was the impulſive cauſe of a Sin of the. greateſt Guilt that ever was 
committed, in betraying the Son of God; and his ſuffering the moſt cruel and igno- 
minious Death ; A Sin never to be expiated, but by the Flames that ſhall conſume 
this World, the place wherein he ſuffered. Ee is be 
Covetouſneſs excludes all, in whom *tis predominant, from the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Lazarus may as ſoon be expelled from Abraham's Boſom, as a covetous Man may be 
received into it. Be not deceived, neither Fornicators, nor 1dolaters, nor Effeminate, nor 
abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, nor Thieves, wor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Re- 
vilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. A covetous Wretch is in as 
dire&t a progreſs to Damnation, as the moſt notorious Sinners, guilty of the moſt 


filthy Luſts, natural and unnatural. Did Mea believe and prize Heaven, how would 


this terrible denunciation ſtrike them through ? But what Tongue has ſo keen an edge; 
as to cut a paſſage through Rocks, the hardned Hearts of the Covetous? The Word 


Idol of Mens Heads and Hearts, in his Throne: Ir deprives him of his Regalia, his 


Pſ.l. 89 6; 


' Can be compared to the Lord? Who among the ſons of the mighty can be likened to him? FL 11. 25. | 


Lam. 3. 


Prov. 18. 10, 
L1. 


cannot enter into the Conſcience and Converſation.of the Earthly-minded. It you: 


diſcourſe zo them of Righteouſneſs and Judgment to come, they are not at leiſure to hear, 
or will not attend. Tell them of another. World, when they are ready to be expell'd 
trom this preſent World. We have a moſt convincing Inſtance of ineilicacy of Di- 
vine Inſtruction upon the Covetous. Our Saviour dire&e4 his Auditory to the beſt 
uſe of Riches, in doing good to the Saints in their Wants, that after death, they might 
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be introduced into everlaſtine habitations : And *tis ſaid, that the Phariſees, who were co- 
vetons, heard all theſe things, and derided him. Thcy were fix d in their Principles and 
reſolutions to increaſe and ſecure their Wealth : They had their Religion i» zumerato; 
Gain was their Godlineſs; and were fo ſtrongly conceited of their own Wiſdom, that 
they deſpiſed the Authority, Counſel, and Love of the Son of God, _ 
2. The love of Money, diſcovered in heaping up Riches, and the tenacious humour 
in keeping them, is dire&tly contrary to the cleareſt Reaſon, and perfeQtly vain. The 
notion of Vanity conſiſts either in the change and inconſtancy of things, or when they 
have not reaſonable and worthy ends. In both reſpeAs , Covetoulſneſs is Vanity : 
For the Obje& of that Paſſion is the preſent World , the ſphere of mutability ; and 
the .immoderate Care and Labour to obtain and preſerve 1t, is not for a {olid, ſub- 
ſtantial, but a mere imaginary Good. In this ſenſe, the moſt beautiful Colours, 
were there no Eyes to {ze them, and the {ſweeteſt Sounds, were there no Ears to 
hear them, are Vanities. According to this Rule, the greedy defire of Riches for 
Riches ſake, which is the moſt proper notion of Avarice, is the moſt unreaſonable 
and vain AﬀeCtion ; for it has no end. The Apoſile tells us, that az Ido! & nothing 
in the World; the matter of it may be Gold or Silver, but it has nothing of a Deity 
in ic. He that worſhips it, worſhips an Obje& not only moſt unwortlty of Adoration, 
but which has no Exiſtence, but in the fancy of the Idolater. So he that loves 
Money for it ſelf, ſets his AﬀeSion upon an end that has no Goodnels, but 1a his 
f:oliſh imagination, and conſequently is no true and valuable end. This will be evi- 
dent, by conlidering there is a double end to which Humane Actions ſhould be di- 
refed; the particular immediate end, and the univerſal laſt end. 'The particular end 
co which Reaſon dires in acquiring Money, is to ſupply us with Neceſlaries and 
Conveniencies in the preſent ſtate ; and this is lawful, when our Care and Labour 
to obtain it, are not inordinate nor immoderate. Fruition gives Life and Sweetneſs to 
Poſſeſſion. Solomon obſerves with a ſevere Reilettion, There 4s one of whoſe Labour 
there is no end, who is not ſatisfied with Riches, neither ſaith he, for whom ao I labour, 
and bereave my Soul of good; this is alſo vanity, and ſore travel. If one has a Cabinet 
full of Pearls, and has not a Heart to make uſe of them, *cis all one as if it were full 
of Cherry-ſtones : For there is no true value in the poſſefſion, but 1n order to the true 
and noble uſe of them. This draws ſo deep of Folly, that 'tis amazing that reaſonable 
Men ſhould love money for it ſelf ; but the Covetous have reprobate Minds without 
Judgment, and diſcerning Faculties without uſing them. | 

2. The univerſal and laſt end of our ARtons, conlifts in the eternal enjoyment of 
God. Now the poſſeſſion of the whole World, is of no advantage toward the ob- 
taining future Happineſs : Nay, it deprives Men of Heaven, both as the love of the 
World binds their Hands from the exerciſe of Charity, and as it alienates their Hearts 
from the love of God. | 

The preſent World cannot afford PerfeQtion or SatisfaQtion to an immortal Spirit. 

1. Not PerfeQtion. The Underſtanding is the higheſt Faculty ia Man, and raiſes 
him above the order of ſenſible Creatures; and this is exceedingly debaſed by over- 
valuing Earthly things. Indeed Senſe and Fancy, that cannot judge aright of Objects 
and AQtions, if they uſurp the Judgment-ſeat, the Riches of this World appear very 
goodly and. ineſtimable. There is no Luſt more degrades the eternal Soul of Man 
trom the Nobility of its Nature, than Covetouſneſs: For the Mind is denominated 
and qualified from the Objeas, upon which it is converſant. Now when Mens 
thoughts are groveling on the Earth, as if there were no ſpark of Heaven in them, 
when their main deſigns and contrivances are to amaſs Riches; they become Earthly, 
and infinitely fall ſhort of their original and end. | 

2. Riches cannot give SatisfaCtion to the Soul, upon the account of their valt diſpro- 
portion to its Spirirual Nature and Capacity, and eternal Duration. You may as 
reaſonably ſeek for Paradiſe under the Icy Poles, as for full Contentment in Riches. 
The Kingdoms of the World, with all their Treaſures, if aQually poſleſs'd, cannot 
ſatisfie the Eye, much leſs the Heart, There is no ſuitableneſs between a ſpiritual 
ſubftance, and earthly things. The capacity of the Soul is as valt as its Deſires, which can 
only be ſatisfied with Good truly infinite: But carnal Men, in a deluſive Dream, miſtake 
ſhadows for ſubſtance, and thin appearances for realities. Beſides, the faſhion of this 
World paſſes away : Riches takes wings, and like the Eagle, fly to Heaven, or the 
Polſeſſors of them fall to the Earth. The Soul can only be farisfhied in the fruition of a 
Good, as everlaſting as its own duration. In ſhort, the favour of (od, the renewed 
lnege of God in the Soul, and Coramunion with him, are the Felicity of reaſonable 
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3. The plaineſt Experience does not convince the Covetous of their Folly, and cor- 
ret them. *Tis univerſally viſible, that Riches cannot ſecure Men from Miſeries and 
and Mortality ; "They are like a Reed, that has not ſtrength to ſupport, but ſharpneſs to 
wound any one, that reſts on it. Earchly Treaſures cannot ſecure us from the Anger 
of God, nor the Violence and Fraud of Men. How often are fair Eſtates raviſh'd from 
the Owners ? But ſuppoſe rhey are continued here to the Poſſeſſor, they are not Anti- 
dotes againſt the malignity of a Diſcaſe ; they cannot purchaſe a privilege to exempt the 
Rich from Death. And 1s he truly rich that muſt be deprived of his Treaſures when 
he leaves this World, and enter naked and ſolitary into the next World, where he will 
be poor for ever ? He is rich that carries with him Divine Graces and Comforts, the 
Treaſures of the Soul, when he dyes, and takes poſſeſſion of the Inheritance wndefiled, 
that paſſes not away. How often do Worldly Men 1n their laſt hours, when the thoughts 
of the Heart are declared with mot feeling, and leaſt affeQtation, condemn their un- 
accountable Folly, for their having ſet their Afetions on things below, and neg letting things 
* above ; that with ſuch fervour and conſtancy they proſecuted their ſecular ends, and 
were ſo coldly afﬀfeQted to eternal things, as unworthy of their care and diligence? Thoſe 
forlora Wretches in their extremities, with what ſignificant and lively Expreſſions do 
they decry the Vanity of this World, and che Vanity of their Hearts in ſeeking it? *Tis 
related of Philip King of the Macedonians, that while one was pleading before him, he 
_ dropp'd aſleep; and waking on a ſudden, paſt Sentence againſt the righteous Cauſe : 
Upon this the injur'd Perſon cried out, 7 appeal. The King with Indignation ask'd, 9.4 tigmmn 
To whom ? He reply'd, From your ſelf ſleeping, to your ſelf waking ; and had the Judgment folidir menri- 
revers'd that was agaialt him. Thus in matters of eternal momeat, if there be an A ppeal _——_— randy 
from the ſleeping to the waking Thoughts of Men, when Death opens their Eyes to ſce 21 Fan * Et 
the Droſs of talſe Treaſures, and the Glory of the true, what a change would it make in «= fologrovi 
their Minds, 4Af/eQions and Aﬀtions? Bur O Folly and Miſery ! they but ſuperficially mw rp 
conlider things, till conſtraia'd when 'tis too late. w> | cognoſeant bons. 
From theſe Conliderations we underſtand the Reaſons of our Saviour's declaring, *Tis 
as eaſy for a Camel to go through the eye of a needle, as for a rich Man, that truſts in his 
Riches, to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. But what is impoſſible with Men, is poſſible 
with God. He can by ſo ſtrong a Light repreſent the-Eternal Kingdom to Men's Minds, 
and purify their AﬀeQions, that they ſhall ſo uſe the World, that they may enjoy God. 
We ſhould from hence be excited to watchfulneſs againſt this Sin. Our Saviour gave a 
double Caution to his Diſciples, Take heed and beware of Covetonſneſs. In ſome, the Le- 
proſy appears in their Foreheads ; their Company, their Converſation, make it evident, 
chat the World is ſer in their Hearts : In others, the Leproſy is in their Boſoms; their Af- 
fe&tions are intently and entirely ſet on the World, though the diſcovery is not ſo viſible : 
None but the circumſpect can be fafe, - PL. | 
In order to the mortifying this Luſt, the following means, with the Divine Bleſſing, 
will be very uſcful. The inward cauſes of the greedy deſires and tenacious humour of 
the Covetous, are the irregular eſteem of Riches, and conſequeatly, 'the jealouſy of lo- 
fiog what 1s ſo highly valued ; and follicicude to prevent all poſſible future wants. Now 
to take away theſe cauſes, conſider, 
1, There are Treaſures infinitely more precious and durable, and more worthy of our 
eſteem and love, than all the Gold that is drawn from the Mines in Pers, the true in- 
richments of the Soul ;. without which a Man, poſſeſs'd of all the Wealth of the Flora, 
is not rich towards God, but wretched, and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and naked, God Rev. 3. 
offers himſelf to be our Portion, who is rich in all Perfe&ions, whoſe Treaſures are un- 
ſearchable and unwaſted : If we ſeek his Love, and Grace to love him, we ſhall inherit 
ſubſtance and durable Riches, The Apoſtle, when the ſcales were fallen from his Eyes, 
diſcovered ſuch an excellency in the knowledge of Chriſt, that he counted all things loſs and 
dung, that he might have an intereſt in him. This eminent advantage there is 1n ſeeking 
Heavenly Treaſures, we ſhall certainly obtain them, and never be deprived of them ; 
whereas the moſt eager purſuit of Earthly Riches, is uncertainly ſucceſsful ; and if we 
do acquire them, they will certainly be loſt. Now as inward bleeding that endangers 
Life, is ſtopp'd by revullion, in opening a Vein; fo if the ſtream of our AﬀeQions be di. 
reed to things above it will ſtop their impetuous current to things below. FI 
2. The liberal uſe of Riches for the Glory of God, and in Charity to others, is the beſt 
means to ſecure the tenure-of our Temporal Poſlefſions : For the negleR of paying the 
Tribute we owe to God, makes a forfeiture of our Eſtates ; and he can by Right and Power 
reſume them in a moment. Belides, there is no Epithet more proper to be join'd with 
Riches, than uncertain. Is that Man certainly rich, whoſe entire Eſtate is in a Ship, ſail- 
ing through dangerous Seas, and open to frequent Piracies? There is no greater a diſtance 
bcrween a Tempeſt anda Shipwrack, than between often'and always Inoumerable Diſ- 
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alters are imminent, and nearly threaten the undoing of the richelt Man ; But God who 
commands the Winds and the Seas, and governs the Wills of Men, whoſe Providence 
orders the moſt fortuitous Events, has promiſed, that the liberal Man, who dewiſeth libe- 
ral things, he (ball ſand : He has a ſpecial ProteQtion ; and as he is like to God in giving, 
ſo he ſhall be in not being poorer for his giving The Apoltle encourages Chriſtians 
not to be covetous; by this Argument, God has ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor forſake 
thee. We may firmly rely on his Promiſe z for Truth is the foundation of I rult, and reſt 


-on his Providence which is Omniporent. 


Prov. 3. 9, t0- 


1 Tim. 6, 18, 
19, 


Add to this Conſideration, there is an accefſional ſecurity to the Charitable from the 
aſſitance of others, Man is ſociable by iaſtinQ, and the civil Life that is proper to him, 
will be diſſolv'd without mutual aſſiſtance. *Tis order'd by the Rule of Providence, that 
there is no Man ſo compleatly ſufficient in himſelf, ſo abſolutely and independently happy, 
but he waots the Counſel, the Courage, the Help of others. "Tis uſual, that he who - 
poſſeſſes molt can do leſs, and that he that has leſs can'do more : From hence it follows, 
That the Wealth of the one, and the Strength of the other ; the giving that wherein one - 
abounds, and the receiving that which the other wants, makes ſuch an equipoiſe between 
the Rich and the Poor, that they cannot be disjoyn'd. Experience declares, there is no- 
thing does more endear and engage the AﬀeCtions of others to us, than aQs of Kindneſs, 

zneficence join'd with Innocence, render Men venerable and amiable, conciliate Eſteem 
and Love ; for « good Man one wonld even dare to dye : Whereas the Covetous and Incom- 
paſſionate, not only provoke God ( for he that abuſes a Benefit, delpiſes rhe BenefaQor ; 
and by impriſoning their Treaſures without doing Good, the abuſe is as real, as by a rio- 


tous waſting them ) but are expoſed to Hatred and Contempr ; and if a Diſaſter ſurprizes 
them, a ſecret Joy touches the Hearts of others. 


2. *Tis a means to increaſe Riches: 'Tis a Rule not only in Spirituals, but in Tem- 
porals; As a Man ſows, ſo he ſhall reap, both in the Recompences of Juſtice, and the Re- 
wards of Mercy : He that ſows bouarifully, ſhall reap bountifully. Charity is a produQtive 
Grace, that enriches the giver more than the receiver. Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, 
and the firſt-fruits of thy increaſe ; ſo ſhall thy Barns be filed with plenty, and thy Preſſes bur | 
out with new Wine. He that gives to the Poor, lends to the Lord: He ſigns himſelf our 
Debtor for what is laid out for him, and he will pay it with Intereſt ; not only with Eter- 
nal Treaſures hereafter, but in outward Bleſſings here. Riches obtain'd by regular means, 
are the effeAs and effuſions of his Bounty ; but ſometimes by admirable ways, he gives a 
preſeat Reward, as by his own Hand. As there are numerous Examples of God's blaſting 
the Coyetous, either by a gangrene in their Eſtates, that conſumes them before their Eyes, 
or by the Luxury and Profuſeneſs of their Children ; fo 'is as viſible he proſpers the Mer- 
ciful, ſometimes by a ſecret Bleſſing diſpenſed by an inviſible Hand, and lometimes in ſuc- 
ceeding their diligent Endeavours in their Callings. 

Bur *tis objeQted, the Liberal are not always proſperous. To this a clear Anſwer may 
be given. | - | | 

e External As of Charity may be performed from vicious Motives, without a mix- 
ture of internal AﬀeCtions, which make them accepted of God. 

2. Suppoſing a Chriſtian abounds in Works of Charity, and is not rewarded here, this 
ſpecial Caſe does not infringe the truth of God's Promiſe ; for Temporal Promiſes are to 
be interpreted with an exception, unleſs the Wiſdom and Love of God fees it better not 
to beſtow them : Bur he always rewards them in kind, or eminently in giving more ex- | 
cellent Bleſſings. The Crown of Life is a reward more worthy the deſires of a Chriſtian, 
than the things of this World. Our Saviour aſſures the young Man, Sell all, axd give to 
the Poor, and thou ſhalt have Treaſure in Heaven. Eternal Hopes are infinitely more deſi 
rable than Temporal Poſſeſſions. The Apoſtle charges the Rich to do pood, to be rich in 
good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate, laying up for themſelves a good founda- 
tion, (not of merit, but aſſurance) ap ainſt the time to come, laying hold of Eternal Life. If 1 
could dirett the Covetous, how to exchange a weight of Silver for an equal weight of 
Gold, or a weight of Gold for an equal weight of Diamonds , how attentively would 
they hear, and earneſtly follow ſuch profitable Counſel ? But what compariſon is there 
between Earthly and Heavenly Treaſures? Godlineſs, of which the Grace of Charity is 
an excellent part, profitable for all things , it makes our Profit eternally profitable, *Tis 


| the Wiſdom as well as Duty of Believers, to lay up Treaſures, not on Earth, the Land 


of their Baniſhment, but 1a the Celeſtial Country, the Place of their Nativity, 


, 
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CHAP. II. 


Pride conſidered in its nature, kinds, and degrees. It confifts in an immoderate Appetite of 
Superiority. 'Tis Moral or Spiritual. Arrogance, V ainglory, and Ambition, are branches 
of it. A ſecret undue conceit of our own Excellencies, the inordinate deſire of Praiſe, the 
aſpiring after high Places, and Titles of Honour, are the effeits of Pride. Spiritual Pride 
conſidered. A preſuming upon ſelf-ſufficiency to obtain Men's Ends : A reliance upon their Sp 
own direftion and ability to accompliſh their Deſigns. Sins committed with deſign and deli- 
beration are from Inſolence. A vain Preſumption of the Goodneſs of Men's Spiritual Eſt ates. 
Pride is in the front of thoſe Sins that God hates. Pride is odious in the ſight of Men. The 


difficulty of the Cure apparent from many Conſiderations. The proper Means to allay the 
' Tumour of Priae. | 


"4d 


A. Ride of Life is join'd with the Luſts of the Fleſh, and the Luſt of the Eyes. Pride 
deſtroyed both Worlds 3 it transformed Angels into Devils, and expelled them 
from Heaven; it degraded Man from the Honour of his Creation, into the condition of 
the Beaſts that periſh, and expelld him from Paradife. I will conſider the nature, ſeve- 
ral kinds and degrees of it, and the means to purge us from it, — - 2 
The nature of this Vice conliſts in an irregular and immoderate appetite of Superiority ; 
and has two parts: The one is the affeQation of Honour, Dignity and *Power, beyond - 
their true value and worth z- the other is the arrogating them as due to a perſon beyond 
his juſt deſert. The kinds of it are Moral and Spiritual, which are ſometimes concealed 
in the Mind and Will, but often declar'd in the Aſpe&t and AQtions. Accordingly *cis 
either Arrogance that attributesan undue preheminence to a Man's ſelf, and ecxacts undue 
reſpes from others ; or Vainglory, that affeAs and is fed with Praiſe ; or Ambition, that 
hotly aſpires after high Places, and Titles of Precedency and Power : All which are com- 
prized in the univerſal name of Pride. | PE: 
1. Pride includes a ſecret conceit of our own Excellencies, which is the root of all its 
branches. Self-love is ſo natural, and deeply impreſs'd in the Heart, that there is no 
Flatterer more ſubtle and conceal'd, more eafily and willingly believ*d, than this AﬀeQi- 
on. Love 1s blind towards others, and more towards one felf. Nothing can be ſo 
intimate and dear, as when the Lover, and the Perſon beloved are the ſame. - This is 
the Principle of the high Opinion, and ſecret Sentiments Men entertain of their own 
ſpecial worth. The Heart is deceitful above all things, and above all things deceitful eo it 
ſelf. Men look into the inchanting glaſs of their own Fancies, and are vainly enamour'd 
with the falſe refle&tion of their excellencies. Self-love hinders the ſight of thoſe Imper- 
fetions, which diſcovered, would leſſen the liberal eſteem of themſelves. The Soul is 
a more obſcure Obje& to its Eye, than the moſt diſtant Stars in the Heavens. Senecs 
tells of ſome that had a firange Infirmity in their Eyes, that where-ever they turn'd, they 
encountered the viſible moving image of themſelves. Of which he gives this Reaſon ; 
* It proceeds from the weakneſs of the viſive Faculty, that for want of Spirits derived frmovi Ocu- 
« from the Brain, cannot penerate through the diaphonous Air, to ſee Objefs ; but every = prriicf 
« part of the Airis a refle&ing glaſs of themſelves. That which he conjeQtured to be mur rom per- 
the cauſe of the Natural Infirmity, is moſt true of the Moral, the SubjeQ of our Dif” Mmpere, /eare- 
courſe. *Tis from the weakneſs of the Mind, that the judicative Faculty does not dif- | vaB,4p.4rh 
cover the worth of others, but ſees only a Man's ſelf, as ſingular in Perfe&ions, and 
none ſuperiour, or equal, or near to him. A proud Man will take a riſe from any ad- 
vantage to foment Pride: Some from the perfeQtions of the Body, Beauty or Strengh ; 
ſome from the circumſtance of their Condition, Riches or Honour j and'every one thinks 
himſelf ſufficiently furniſh'd with Underſtanding: For Reafon being the diſtinguiſhing. 
excellency of a Man from the Brutes, a defeQtiveneſs in that is very diſgraceful and 
the title of Fool, the moſt ſtinging reproach; as is evident by our Saviour's gradation : 
Whoever is angry with his Brother without a cauſe is liable to Judgment ; whoever ſays Racha, 
that expreſſes his Anger contumeliouſly, is ſubje- ro:the Council; bat whoever ſpall ſay 
fool, (ball be puniſh'd with Hell-fire. Therefore Men are apt to preſume of their intel- 
leQual Abilities: One ſays, I have not Learning, as thoſe who are pale with Study, 
and whoſe Lamps ſhine at midnight, but I have a ſtock of Natural Reaſon ; or I have 
not a quick Apprehenſion, but-I have a ſolid Judgment ; I have not Eloquence, but I 
ſpeak good Senſe. The high conceit of Mens own worth declares it ſelf ſeveral way : 
Sometimes tis tranſparent in the Countenance ; There is a Generation, O how lofty are their 
Eyes, and their Eye-lids are lifted up. Sometimes *tis manifeſt in haughty Carriage: If 
others 
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others do vor expreſs eminent reſpetts to them, 'tis reſented as a neglect and injury. 
Their Apparel at firſt made to hide Shame, proclaims their Pride. | 
2. An inordinate deſire of Reputation and Praiſc, 1s another branch of Pride. The 
J-fire of Praiſe is ſowed in the Humane Nature for excellent ends; toreftain them from 
choſe alluriag Luſts that will ruin their Reputation , and to excite them to do things 
noble and beneficial to the Publick. Praiſe, the reward of doing good, is a power: al 
:ncentive to improve and ſecure the civil Felicity. The wiſe King tells us, 4 good 
Name is rather to be choſen than great Riches. 'Tis a recompence God has promiſed, 
»drioht (ball be praiſed. 
dr Tlie Fd gen to ſtrive after univerſal Holineſs, by motives from Reputation 
as well as from Conſcience ; Whatſoever things are true, for Conſcience, hoxeſt, for 
Fame, whatſoever are juſt and pure, for. Conſcience, whatſoever are lovely, for Eiteem, 
if there be any wertue in our ſelves, and praiſe from others, to propagate it, think on theſe 
rhings. But the inflamed deſire of praiſe from men, the being incens'd againſt others as 
envious or enemies that deny it, the aſſuming it for unworthy Cauſes, (where there 
is no true Virtue, there is no juſt Praiſe) the terminating it on our ſelves, and not tranſ- 
ferring it to God, are the effets of a vainglorious Mind. Pride undervalues Goodneſs 
in it ſelf, and reſpeQs it only for the ſhadow that attends It. Praiſe 1s a Muſick ſo 
inchancing, that it inclines Men to believe that to be true which is pleaſing, and which 
they deſire others ſhould believe to be true. A Philoſopher, when a Box of Ointment 
of precious Compoſition was preſented to him, feeling his Spirits reviv'd with its Fra- 
grancy, broke forth with indignation againſt thoſe Effeminate perſons that perfume 
their Hair and Habits with it for vicious ends, and made the uſe of it diſgraceful. But 
when praiſe, that is ſo ſweet and powerful a motive to encourage generous Minds to the 
exploits of Virtue, 1s beſtowed on worthleſs perſ: ns, 'tis more deteſtable. The puiſo- 
nous flowers of falſe praiſe are pernicious to thoſe who are deceiv'd and pleas'd with 
them. ?Tis the infelicity of thoſe who are in the higheſt dignity, to whom *tis uneaſie 
to deſcend into themſelves, and take a ſincere ſerious view of their internal State, and to 
whom Truth is harſh and diſpleaſing, they are in great danger of being Corrupted by 
Flatterers. Flattery is the familiar figure of thoſe who Addrels to Princes : Sometimes by 
fine Fraud and unſuſpeted Artifice they give the Countenance of Truth to a Lye, ia 
repreſenting them to excel in Wiſdom and Vertue, Bur if Princes be fo vainglorious 
that moderate praiſe is eſteem'd a diminution to their Greatneſs, and only the ſtrongeſt 
perfumes affeQt their Senſe, they will repreſent them as half Deities, as ſecond Suns 
to the World. 'Twas the judicious obſervation of Galba in his Diſcourſe with Piſo, 
” whom he deſign'd to be his Succeſſor in che Empire of Rome. We [peak with ſimplicity 
nap ets, between our ſelves but others will rather ſpeak with our State than with our Perſons. la 
inter no: bedie ſhort, all that have an eminent advantage to beſtow Favours and Benekits are liable to 
eng $ © be deceived by Flatterers, who are like Concave-Glaſſes, that repreſent ſmal] Objects in 
cum Ferrns an exorbitant Figure : They will feed the Humours of thoſe upon whom they depend, 
_— m_ and ſpeak things plealing to them, and profitable to themſelves. ?Tis their ſureſt ſecu» 


cit. 8. 1.1, Tity to remember, that Flatterers have a double Tongue, and ſpeak with one to them, 
' and with another of them. | 


In ſhort, Vertue like the Sun is crown'd with its own Beams, and needs no foreign 
Luſtre; and it argues a ſound Mind to eſteem Praiſe as a refultance from Vertue, and 
Vertue for it ſelf: But a proud Man as proud, prefers the praiſe and ſhadow of Vertue 

| before the reality: As a vain Woman would rather wear a counterfeit Necklace that 
is eſteem'd true, that one of the fineſt Oriental Pearls that is eſteem'd counterfeit. 


3- Ambition, or the hot afpiring after high Places, and Titles of Precedency and 
Power, is another branch of Pride. The deſire of Superiority in this inſtance, is ſo 


| natural and univerſal, chat 'tis manifeſt in Perſons of the loweſt Rank : Servants, 
a 0-rt Shepherds, Labourers, defire Power over others ia their condition. *Tis like Fire, the 
mu fahlcitas, 


yz » . . 5 s #® S . 5 . D 
nec tam tempe. INTE Us fed, the more *cis increas'd. Ambition, if reinforc'd by Emulation, will venture 
rata Cupidita- 


4::4- through foul ways, by Treachery, by Oppreſſion, and by Indignities, to obtain Dignity, 
vas FodBeots, If any crols accident ſpoil their Feathers of flying to their mark, they fall into Melan- 
fnene. Sen. Choly : If any Competitors be preferr'd, they are ready to ſay, "Twas not Vertue or 


RE Merit, but Favour and Fortune that advancd them; and that their own deſert makes 


row, quis vels. NEW unfortunate z according to the two Properties of Fride, to exalt themſelves, and de- 
Cit erat viciu preſs others. | 
adepius . Tac. 


. Spiritual Pride is diſtinguiſh'd from Moral, as it more direQly and immediately 
diſhonours God. *Tis true, Pride is the Poiſon of every Sin; for in tranſgrefling the Di- 
vine Law, Men prefer the pleaſing their corrupt Wills and depraved Appetites, before 


the obeying the ſovereign and holy Will of God : But in ſome Sins there is a more imme- 
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diate and explicit contempt of God, and eſpecially 1a Pride. Sins of this nature exceed- 
ingly provoke and kindle his Diſpleaſure. _ | , EN 
1. When Men preſume upon a ſelf-ſufficiency of Counſel, or Power, or Riches, to 
obtaia their ends. This Sin was charged upon Senacherib ; I will puxiſh the fruit of the 
proud Heart of the Ring of Aſſyria, and the glory of his high looks : For he ſaith, By the 
frength of my Hand T have done it, and by my Wiſdom I am prudent, The Fally is equal 
10 the Impiety ; as 'tis expre[s'd by the Prophet, Shall the Axe boaſt againſt him that hers 
with it ? Or the Sand magnify himſelf againſt him that ſbaketh it ? Thus God ſpeaks to Pha- 
' rach King of Ezypt; Behold I am againſt thee, the great Dragon that lies in the midſt of his 


Ia. io. 12,13, 


waters, which has ſaid, My River is mine own, (O blaſphemer !) and I have made it for my | 


ſelf. Thus Nebuchadnezzer boaſted, walking in his Palace, 1s »ot this great Babylon, that 
I have built for the Houſe of my Kjngdom, by the might of my Power, and the glory of my 


Majeſty? 1 havelaidthe Foundations thereof on the centre of the Earth, and raiſed its Towers 


to the Heavens. | fo. 
This Pride is attended with reliance and confidence in their own direRion to contrive, 
and ability to accompliſh their deſigns ; and with aſſuming the glory of all their ſucceſs 
intirely to themſelves. The proud manage their affars independently upon. the Provi- 
dence of God, who is the Author of all our Faculties, and the Efficacy of them, and to- 
tally negle&t the two eſſential parts of Natural Relgion, Prayer and Praiſe ; or very 
{lightly perform the external part, -without thoſe inward AﬀeCtions that are the Spirit 
and Life of them. *Twas the wile Prayer of Agar, Give me not Riches, left I be full, and 
deny thee. God ſtriftly cautions his People againſt this dangerous Sin, Beware thou for- 
get not the Lord, and ſay in thy Heart, My power, and the might of my Hand, hath gotten 
me this Wealth: Remember 'tis he that gives the power to get Riches. And 'tis equally dan- 
gerous, leſt Men ſhould attribute Victories or Profperity, in any kind, to their own Coun- 
{cl and Reſolution, their Prudence and Power, without humble and thankful obſerving 
and acknowledging the Divine Providence, the fountain and original of all our Bleſſings. 
(2.) Whatever the kinds of Sin be, when commitced againſt knowledge with deſign 


and deliberation, they proceed from Inſolence and Obſtinacy. The 1/raelites are charged 


with this aggravation 1n theif ſinning ; They dealt proudly, and harden'd their necks, and 
harken'd not to the Commandments, and refuſed to obey. Proud Sinners are introduced 
boaſting ; Our Tongues are our own, who is Lord over us ? They will endure no reſtraints, 
but are lawleſs and loole, as if they were above fear and danger. ?Tis true, there are 
few ſo prodigiouſly wicked as to ſpeak thus ; but Men's AQtions have a Language as 
declarative as their Words: And inning preſumptuouſly with a high Hand, is conſtru- 
tively a denial, and deſpiſing of the Dominion and Power of the Lawgiver ; as if he 
had no right co command, nor ſtrength to vindicate, the Honour of his deſpiſed Deity. 
In the laſt Judgment the Puniſhment of rebellious Sinners will be according to the Glory 
of God's Majeity, and the Extent of his Power that was cantemned and vilified by 
them. | 

3. When Divine Judgments are ſent to correct the diflolute diſorders of the World, 
and Sinners ſhould with tenderneſs and trembling hear the Voice of the Rod, and who hat 
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appointed it ;, yet they proceed in their Wickedneſs, as if God were not always Preſent 


to ſee their Sins, nor Pure to hate them, nor Righteous to exact a ſevere Judgment for 
them, nor Powertul to infli it ; this argues intolerable Pride and Obſtinacy. God and 
Sinners are very unequal Enemics ; The effeQts of his Diſpleaſure ſhould be received with 
obſequiouſneſs, not with obduration ; Therefore the Apoſtle puts that confounding Que- 


ftion, Do you provoke the Lord to jealouſy ? are you ſtronger than he ? Can you encounter 


with offended Omnipotence ? To deſpiſe his Anger is as provoking as to deſpiſe his Love: 
Tris aſtoniſhing , that Duſt and Aſhes ſhould riſe to ſuch an incorrigible heighth of 
Pride, as to fly in the Pace of God : Who ever hardned himſelf againſt him, and proſpered? 
All that are careleſs of God's deliga to reform them by Aflictions, that ſeek for relief 
in diverting Buſineſs or Pleaſures, provoke God to more ſevere inflitions' of his Anger : 
But thoſe ſurly proud Natures that are exaſperated by Sufferings, and wreſtle with the 
ſtrongett Storms, are in combination with the ſtubborn Spirits of Hell, and ſhall have 
'their portion with them. is 

Laſtly, When Men have a vain:preſumption of the goodneſs of their ſpiritual ſtate, 
of the dezrees of their Goodneſs, and their ſtability in Goodneſs, not ſenſible of their 
continual want of renewed ſupplies from Heaven, they are guilty of ſpiritual Pride. Of 
this there are two Inſtances in Scripture; the one in the Church of lukewarm Laoditea, 


tie other in the Phriſee, mentioned by our Saviour, The firſt ſaid, / am rich, and in- g,, 4 


creaſed in goots, ani have need of nothing 3 and knoweſt not, that thou art wretched, and voor, 
and miſerable, and blind, and naked. The Phariſee, to raiſe the elteem of his own Good- 
neſs; 
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neſs, ſtands upon compariſon with others, whoſe Vices may be a foil to his ſeeming 
Graces : He faid, I am not as other Men are, Extortioners, Adulterers, or even as this 
Publican. *'Tis true, he ſuperficially thanks God, but the air of Pride tranſpires through 
his Devotion, by valuing himſelf above others worſe than himſelf ; as it his own Ver- 
tues were the produCtive cauſe of his diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs. It Humility be not mix'd 
in the exerciſe of every Grace, *tis of no value in God's efteem : The humble unjuſt Pub. 
licas was rather juſtified than the proud Phariſee. — 

This ſpiritual Pride 1s very obſervable in the ſuperſtitious, who meaſuring Divine 
Things with Humane, from that mixture of imaginations, introduce carnal Rites into 
the Worſhip of God, and value themſclves upon their opinionative Goodneſs : They 
miſtake the ſwelling of a Dropſy for ſubſtangial growth, and preſume themſelves to be 
more holy than others, for their proud ſingularity, Superſtition is like Ivy, that twines 
about the Tree, and is its ſeeming ornament, but drains its vital Sap ; and under its 
verdant Leaves covers a Carcaſs : Thus carnal Ceremonies ſeem to adorn Religion, but 
really diſpirit, and weaken its efficacy. Phariſaical Pride is fomented by a zealous ob- 
ſervance of things uncommanded. in Religion, neither pleaſing to God, nor profitable 
to Men. On the contrary, ſome Viſionaries pretend to ſuch a ſublimity of Grace and 
eminent SanQity, that they are above the uſe of Divine Ordinances : They pretend to 


| live in immediate Communion with God, as the Angels ; and dazled with ſpecious Spi- 


ritualities, they negle& Prayer, hearing the Word, and receiving the Sacrament, the 
means of growing 1n Grace, as if they were arrived at PerfeQtion. This is the effe&t of - 
ſpiritual Pride and Deluſion. | 

For the mortifying this vicious Diſpoſition, conſider that Pride is in a high degree 
injurious and provoking to God. An ordinary MalefaQtor breaks the King's Laws, 
but a Rebel ſtrikes at his Perſon and Crown. The firſt and great Commandment is to 
honour God with the higheſt. Eſteem and Love, with the moſt humble Adoration ; 
conſequently , the greateſt Sin is the deſpiling his Majeſty, and obſcuring his Glory. 
There is no Sin more clearly oppoſite to Reaſon and Religion : For the moſt eſſential 
duty and charaRer of an underſtanding Creature, 1s dependance and obſervance of God 
as the firſt cauſe and laſt end of all things, receiving with thankfulneſs his Benefits ; 
and referring them all to his Glory. Pride contradicts natural Juſtice, by intercepting 
the grateful affeQtionate aſcent of the Soul to God, in celebrating his Greatneſs and 
Goodneſs, A proud Man conſtruQtively puts himſelf ' out of the number of. God's 
Creatures, and deſerves to be excluded from his tender Providence. The Jealouſy of 
God, his moſt ſevere and ſenſible Attribute, is kindled for this revolture of the Creature 
from its Duty, and the depriving him of his proper Glory. Tis true, God's declara- 
tive Glory is not profitable to him : But he will not give his Glory to another, nor per- 
mit another to uſurp it: his Conceſſion and Conſent would be direQly contrary to the 
ag Rule of Righteouſneſs, and therefore impoſſible without the denial of him- 
lf. | 

Pride is in the Front of thoſe Sins which God hates, and are an Abomination to him : 
A proud look, that is ſeldom disjoin'd from a proud Heart. God /ooks upon the proud afar 
off with a holy Diſdain : He reſiſts the Proud. Pride is the moſt pernicious of all Vices : 
tor whereas any ſingle Vice is oppoſite to its contrary Vertue : Uncleanneſs expels Cha- 
ſity ; Covetouſneſs, Liberality ; Pride, like an infeQtous Diſcaſe, taints the ſound parts, 
Corrupts the AQtions of every Vertue, and deprives them of their true Grace and Glory. 
Pride is ſo offenſive to God, that he ſometimes permits his Children to fall into ſins of 
another kind to corrett Pride. And he is an unskilful Phyſician that Cures one Diſeaſe 
by a worſe. When the Apoſtle was liable to the temptation of Pride, for his Celeſtial 
Viſtons, Satan was permitted to buffet him. A firange Diſpenſation, that the Prince of 
Pride was let looſe to inſtruc him in Humility. 

The fearful Examples of God's Wrath upon the Proud, moſt convincingly prove how 
odious they are 1n his ſight. The Angels fell by Pride, and are the moſt curſed creatures 
of the Creation, and bound with Chains of Darkneſs to the Judgment of the Great Day. 
Adam was lick of the ſame Diſeaſe, which involv'd him and his Progeny under the Sen- 
tence of che firlt and ſecond Death, How many great Kings, for the 1nſolent forgetful- 
neſs of their frat! Condition, were by Divine Vengeance caſt down from the heighth cf 
their Glory, and made ſpeQacles of ignominious Miſery ! The proud and ſtubborn Pha- 
740 that defy'd the Almighty, and ſaid, Who is the Lord, that I ſhould obey him, and let 
Iſrael go? that threatned, I will purſue, I will overtake, Iwill divide the ſpoil : Like the raging 
Sea that roars, and foams, and {wells, threatning to drown the Land ; but when 'tis come 
to 1s appointed Limits, the weak Sand, as if its Fury were turn'd into Fear, retires into 
its own Channel ; rhat proud King was tam'd by Frogs and Flies, and at laſt drown'd wap 
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his Army in the Red Sea. Seracherib fo high flown with the Conceit of his Irreſiſtible 
Strength, that he Challeng'd Heaven, Whois your God? that he ſhould be able to deliver 
you out of my hands? tound there was a juſt Power above, that in one Night deſtroyd 
his mizhty Army, and afcerward cut him off in his Idolatry. Nebuchadzezzar the Head 
of Gold in the Figure repreſenting the Empires of the World, was for his Pride turn'd a 
' grazing among the Beaſts, and by his Fall was the Argument of the Inſultation, T how 
ſaidſt in thy heart, I will aſcend into Heaven, I will exalt my Throne above the Stars of God : a: 14. hf 
I will aſcend above the heighth of the Clouds, I will be like the moſt high. How art thu X 
falien from heaven, O Lucifer, Son of the morning ; how art thou cut down to the ground 
that didſt weaken nations * Herod for uſurping Divine Honour was devour'd by Worms. 
In every Age there are inſtances of God's terrible Wrath upon the Proud. 

2. Pride is very odious 1a the fight of Men: therefore it often borrows the mask of 
Humility to obtain its ends: but 'tis always odious to God, who ſees the moſt intimate 
workings of 1t 10; the heart. A proud Man is an Enemy to- th? more Excellent and 
Worthy : he is pleas'd with the Vices and Infelicities of others, as they afford an advan- : 
rage to exalt himſelf above them, and grieved at their Vertues and Happineſs which 
render them more valuable than himſelf. | 

Pride is the Parent of Contention : it exaſperates the Senſe of a ſmall Offence, puts 
an edge upon Anger, and has offea afforded tragical SubjeCts, that have fill'd the Scenes | 
with Tears and Blood. Humility produces Patience : for it makes a Man lower in his 
own Eyes, than he is in the opinion of others. Pride treats others with Contempt and 
Cenſure, and thereby provokes them to turn Reverence into Deſpiling, and Love into 
Hatred : When a proud Man falls into Miſery, he is the leaſt lamented. : 

That the Cure of this Luſt is very difficult, will be evident by a Complexion of 
Conliderations. = : | 
1, Pride is the Sin to which Angels and Men in their beſt ſtate were peculiarly liable. 
The Angels intermitting the viſion of the Divine Glory, and refleQing upon their Ex- 
cellencies, were intoxicated with Self-admiration. *Tis ſtrange to Amazement, that 
they ſhould fo ſuddenly unlearn their Natures, and diſclaim their Maker, who had pre- 
vented them with his excellent Benefits, and rais'd them to that Bright Eminence above 
other Creatures. Man in the ſtate of unſtain'd Innocence, when all PerfeQtions of Body 
and Mind enter'd into his Compoſition, with all his Luminaries and Graces, was Cor- 
' Tupted by Pride. Tow ſhall be like Gods, was the Temptation that corrupted him. Pro- 
digious diſorder ! His Pride begins when his true Glory Ends: and his Humility ends 
when his Shame bepins. | 

Ia the depraved Nature of Man, Pride 1s the Radical Reigning Sin, that firſt Lives 
and laſt Dies. *Tis call'd: the Pride of Life. Pride ſprings up in the Heart of a Child, 
and continues to extreme Ape. Other Vices have their Scaſons, which being expir'd they 
wither 'and decay. Carnal pleaſures change their Natures, and become diftaſtful ; but 
Pride flouriſhes and grows in every Age. Now tis uſually 1n vain to give Counſels of 
Wiſdom to thoſe who are ſunk into Folly, the proper Seaſon is to inſtruct and Caution, 
when it may be preventive of Folly. | 

The difficulty of the Cure is increas'd, in that like a HeQic Fever, 'tis not eaſily diſ- 
cerned till 'tis almoſt incurable. Some Vices are odious from the viſible matter of them, 
Intemperance, Uncleanneſs, and Injuſtice, by defrauding and opprefſigg others ; bur 
Pride is often excited and drawn forth by the ſame things wherein Vercl are exerciſed, 
and diſtinguiſhed only by the end, which is often concealed from our own fght. The 
Phariſee 1s a ſignal Inſtance of this. A Man may viſibly deſpiſe the Pop and Vanities 
of the World, and this may raiſe his eſteem in the minds of real Saints ; and the out- 
ward practice of Goodneſs will be produQtive of the praiſe of Goodrels in others : This 
will afford a ſtrong temptaticn.of Pride. All the operations of Vertues, even the exer- 
ciſe of Humility , that are the matter and argument of Praife, may be incentives of 
Pride; and thoſe Diſeaſes are extreamly dangerous, which are nouriſh'd by that Food 
that is neceſſary to ſupport Life. The old Serpent when he cannot ſeduce Men by 
carnal Temptations, winch are eafily diſcovered, inſpires with ſo ſoft a breath the opi- 
nion of their own Vertues, that they are inſenſibly tainted. | 

The deſire of external Honour and Power beyond what they deſerve to be defir'd, and 
whit is due to the Perſons defirous of them, is not eaſily diſcovered : Partly, in that the 
aſpiring after Dignity is, in the univerſal conſent of Men, an argument and indication of 
a ſublime Spirit; whereas the modeſt refuſal of it, expoſes to Infamy, as if the refuſer 
had a Leaden Soul, whoſe Body 1s rather its Sepulchre than its Inſtrument : And the 
Heart is the arch-deceiver, the moſt partial paraſite, and its natural falſenels is fomented 
by the artificial Flatteries of ſervile a nr Sony Man is a ſtranger to himſelf; as the 

ft Eye 


Eccl. 12, 


570 


| Spiritual Per ſeffion. 


Se eEINS <—< <ere eeeePe <es 


Eye ſcesthings without, but is blind as to the [ceing it felt, Men ſtudy to know more 
of others than of themſelves, and therefore know lels. | 

In curing the Diſeaſes of the Soul, we are direQted by the method of curing the Diſ- 
caſes of the Body ; which is ſometimes by Medicines contrary to their Nature, and 
ſymerimes by thoſe which are liketo it. The Feveriſh Heat 1s not only quench'd by cool- 
ing Juleps, but by Cordials that fortifie the Vital Heat, which conſumes the peccant 
IHumours that foment the Fever. | | 

x. Conſider thoſe things which may allay the tumor of Pride and Vanity. Reaſon 
is the perfeQion of Man, and the knowledge of God and our ſelves is the perfection - 
>: Reaſon :. From hence procetds the magaitying God, and vilifying our ſelves. 

God is the Fternal Jehovah, and there is none beſides him. He alone has an inde- 
pendent and infinite Exiſtence, Al other meu trom his Efficiency : Every ſpark 
of Life, and degree of Being is from him. ichout the leaſt ſtrain of his Power he 
made the World, and as cafily upholds it. All created things have but an appearance 
and ſhew of Bceiag, in him alone is the ſolidity and ſtability of Being for ever. He 
dwells ia Light unapproachable, not only to mortal Eyes, but to the immortal Angels. 
He is the only Wiſe, and Good, and Immortal Being. In the preſent ſtate, great and 
{mall are not words of abſolute but comparative fignification, with reſpe& to the vari- 


ous conditions of Men; as one Pearl is called great reſpettively to another, though 


{mall in it ſelf; But there is none abſolutely great but God, who 1s truly infinite. In 
Heaven, where the bleſſed Spirits have the molt immediate and fulleſt view of the Deity, 
the Lord aloge is exalted. 

2. Conſider that the whole World intelleQual and ſcnſible, compar'd to God, are 
but as the drop of the bucket, and the duſt of the ballance : And what part are we of that 
drop and duit ? If we conſider Men in the ſtate of primitive Nature, it is an evident 
Principle written in their Hearts, with charaCters of che cleareſt Light, Thar 'tis their 
molt reaſonable Duty, entirely to renounce themſelves, and to devote themſelves to the 
Glory of God : Bur if we conſider them as Creatures and Sinners, that can aſſume * 
nothing as their own, but their Sins and Miſeries, the penal conſequents of them ; 
this will humble us below the Brutes, who never tranſgreſs'd the order of their Creation. 
We are leſs than the leaſt of all God's Mercies, and our Sins deſerve the heavieſt of his 
Judgmeats. 
 Conlider the Men that moſt excel others, are as naked of Natural Good, as deſtitute 
of Moral and Spiritual Good as others. Every good and perfett gift comes from the Father 
of Lights : And as thoſe are the beſt Gifts that come trom him 1n that notion, fo they 
are moſt depending upon him, and are continued by irradiations from him. There 1s 
a difference between the impreſſions of Sounds, and the emanations of Light in the Air. 
Sounds are propagated by {ucceflive motion from one part of ſpace into acother, after 
the firſt cauſe, the ſounding inftrumear is filent. But a lige of Light extended through 
the Air, depends intirely and neceſlarily upon the original point of Light from whence 
it proceeds. The Rays of Light that fill the Air, 1n the firit in{tant that the Sun with- 
draws from the Horizon, ali vaniſh. Thus all Spiritual Gifts depend continually upon 
the influxive preſence of God, Now how can we be proud of his molt precious Gifts, 
of which we make a forfeiture and cannot poſſeſs without Humility ? The moſt emi- 
nent advantages which ſome have above others, are the ſhining marks of his Bounty. 
How abſurd isjt for one to boaſt of Wealth, who daily lives upon Alms? The more 
we receive, the higher are our Obligations, and the more heavy will be our account. 
The Mind is darken'd with the thickeſt dregs of ignorance that no Light can penetrate, 
that arrogates the Honour of his free Favours, and bountiful Hand to the Creature. 

To be more inſtruQive, let us Conſider what are the uſual Incentives of Pride, and 
we ſhall diſcover that Ignorance and Vanity are always mixt with them. 

Women, by Mens Wretched Idolizing them, are vainly proud of their Beauty, and 
more jealous leſt their Faces be deform'd than their Souls. Now what is Fleſh and 
Blood, but a mixture of Earth and Water? What is Beauty, a ſuperficial Appearance, 
a Flower blaſted by a thouſand Accidents? How ſoon are the Colours and Charms of 
the Face vaniſht * How often does it betray them to thoſe Sins, that are ſignally 
puniſht with the fouleſt deformity and rottenneſs? The molt beautiful are nor leſs Mor- 
ral than others: they muſt ſhortly be the prey of Dezth, and paſture of Worms, and 
can ſuch a fading Toy inſpire Pride into them ? 

Some are {well'd with the Conceit of their Riches: but this is very unreaſonable, for 
no external acceſſion can add real value to a perſon, Fools only worſhip a Golden Calf. 
If any air of Pride riſes in a Rich Poſſelſor, it may as juitly provoke God to recal his 
Bleſtings as he liberally beſtowed them. 
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Ochers preſume upon the Nobility of their ExtraQion ; but whoever our more imme- 
diate Parents be, 1f we aſcend 1n our I houghts, we muſt come to our grand Progenitor 
dam, the Son of the Earth, and Fountain of Mankind. All are Streams from him; if 
ſome iJide along in the low Grounds, and fome are received in Marble Repoſitories, they 
all low from the ſame Original. How often do the Honourable tarniſh the Colour and 
Luſtre of their Blood by degenerous ACttions? How often are the Rich and Great forſa- 
ken of their Dependents, and only attended by a train of Miſeries, maintain'd by their 
Expences? Such Revolutions are not more {trange than Eclipſes are to the Moon. 

Some are rais'd to the heighth of Secular Honour ; and there is nothing ſends up more 

hot, fuming, and intoxicating Spirits, than Soveraign Power. Humility in a ſtate of the 
higheſt Honour, 1s a very rare vertue. But there are many things, which duly conſider'd, 
will lower the train of Pride even in Kings. The Pre-eminence of external Order, is 
ſelijom join'd with the Pre eminence of inherent Excellencies. How many wear Royal 
Crowns, that are Slaves to their Luſts, and govern others who cannot govern themſelves? 
Belides, there is no Heighth and Eminence upon Earth, but is encompals'd with precipices 
and perils. The Throne leaves ſome, and all mult leave the Throne. The greateſt Mo- 
narchs, and the moſt proud of their Greatneſs, muſt deſcend into the Grave, without 
their Scepters and Flatterers, and be confin'd to a dark Solitude, where they ſhall have no 
other State or Carpets, but the Worms to cover them, and Corruption under them. There 
is but one Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, and one Immortal King. In the next World, 
they muſt ſtand upon a level with rhe meaneſt Wretches, and be accountable to the High 
and Everlaſting Judge, for their management of his Vicegerency. 

There is nothing Men value themſelves more than upon the account of their Under- 

ſtandings ; Kyowledge pufſs up. But how little do we know ? Pride is the effeU&t of great 
Preſumprion, and little Kgowledge. Suppoſe one,þy experimental Curioſity and Inqui- 
ries could know all things in the Latitude of the ſenſible Creation, this were bur a re- 
fin'd kind of Vanity, and could not afford fatisfation to an Immortal Spirit. | In ſhort; - 
* ſuppoſe a perſon eminently endowed with Divine Qualities, wherein the reſemblance of 
God confiſts, there cannot be the leaſt reaſon of Pride, for they are all Graces diſpens'd 
from the Soveraiga unaccountable pleaſure of God, who makes the moſt excellent Saint 
to differ from others. 

2. It will be an Excellent Means to Cure Pride, to convince the Minds of Men, what 
15 true Honour, and direCt their Defires to it. 

The Wiſeſt of Kings has told us, That before Honour is Humility. Pride is a degene- 91am quiz-= 
rous Paſſion, debaſes a Man, and brings him into miſerable Bondage, enſlaves him to the «em /«7-» 
ignorant multitude, Dependance upon the opinion and applauſe of the People, whoſe ie afal ſj 
Humors are very changeable, is ſo uneaſy, that the Ambitious often Bite their heavy Chains, «tnns- ; » 
rhough ſometimes they Kiſs them becaule they are gilded. But Humility preſerves the True [© 0 ene 
and Noble Freedom of the Mind of Man, ſecures his dear Liberty, and peaceful Domi- mate tact” - 
nion of himſelf. This is the effe&t of Excellent Wiſdom. | ye Dee 

3- Humility is the moſt precious Ornament in God's Sight : and to be approved by the j*,”"E, ,," 
Divine Mind, and accepted by the Divine Will, is the higheſt Honour, moſt worthy of Nibi/ bn its 
our Ambition. *Tis like the precious Balm, that mixt with other Liquors finks to the |, —— 
bottom: bur then 'tis viſible, and moſt amiable in the Eyes of God. The Apottle's am- ” 
bitious Labour was, Whether preſent or abſent to be accepted of him. Now what is the 
vain eſteem and fading breath of Men, compar'd with the acceptance of God ? Doth a 
Learned Maa value the praiſe of the Ignorant given to his Compoſures, and diſregard 
the approbation of the Learned, the proper Judges of it? Is Worldly Honour a certain 
indication of real worth, or can it ſatisfy the deſires of the Soul? A piece of rotten 
Wood ſhines 1n the Dark ; but when the Day-Light appears, forfeits its Luſtre : So in the 
darkneſs of this World, Titles of Honour ſeem Glorious, but in the morning of Eternity 
they loſe their flaming Brightneſs, and vaniſh for ever. 'Tis true Magnanimity, to de- Job. 2. 
ſpiſe the praiſe of Men, and to ſeek and value the honour that comes from God only. Aﬀeer 
this ſhort Life, Men are dead for ever to the pleaſure of their Fame. 


I ſhall Conclude this part of our Subje& with obſerving, That Humility is a Vertue 
not known to the Philoſophers, who thought it to be oppoſite to Magnanimity : bur tis 
eſpecially recommended in the Goſpel as. a moſt Amiable and Excellent Grace. We are 
Commanded to do nothing through ſtrife or vain-glory, but in lowlineſs of mind let each efteem Phil. . 3. 
others better than themſelves. This may ſcem an unreaſonable Leſſon, and inconfittent 
with Sincerity. But although the difference between Men in Civil things, and Intel- 
lectual PerfeCtions be clear ; yet in Moral Qualities, we knowing our own DefeQs and * 
ſecret Faults, may prefer others, whoſe conceal'd Excellencies are viſible to God, be- 
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fore our ſelves. .Fhe Apoltle Paul though he ſo excellently repreſented the King of S dints 
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\an his Life, acknowledged himſelf to be the chief of Sinners. "I's obſervable that St. Peter 


in the account of his Fall and Repentance, Recorded by St. Mark, who wrote the Goſpel 
by his. DireCtion, aggravates his Sin more than is exprelt in the Goſpel of St. Luke and 
St. John, where his Lenial ts related, but not his Curling and Swearing, ſaying, 1 know not 
this man; and his Repentance 1s not fo fully deciar'd : for the other Evangelilts tell us, he 


wept bitterly in the reflection upon his denial of Chriſt, but *tis onely ſaid in Mark, when 
he thouoht on it he wept. 


© 


Many Excellent Promiſes are made to the Humble. They are declar'd bleſſed by 
our Saviour, who are not Rich in Treaſures, but poor in Spirit : God will revive the 
Spirit of the humble: Fe will give Grace to the humble, and hear their Prayers. We are 
ailſur'd though the Lord be high, yet he has a reſpeCt to the lowly : He fers his Eſteem 
and Love on them, regards and relieves them: Humility attracts the Eye and Heart 
of God himſelf. Job was never more accepted of God than when he abhorr'd him- 
{elf | 
T ſhall add this Conlideration, that ſhould be of Infinite weight with us: "The Son 


cf God came down from Heaven, to ſet before us a pattern of Humility. He does in a 


ſpecial manner inſtruct us in this Leſſon : Learn of me, I am meek and lowly. Never 
could Giory aſcend higher than 1n his Perſon, nor Humility deſcend lower than in his 
AQtions. There are the deepelt imprinting paſſages of Humility in the whole Courſe 
of his deſpiſed Life and Igaominious Sufferings, What can be more Honourable than to 
imitate the Humble King of Glory ? 


Ee A. 


— 
——  — _—__ JCI — 


C3 A Þ:--3YV, 


Infidelity, Hypocriſie, Envy, are in a ſpecial Senſe pollutions of the Spirit. The unreaſona- 
bleneſs of Infiaelity. Hypocrifie Conſider d: it ſometimes proceeas from Ignorance and 
Error. Sins are hid under the appearance of Virtues. The ſteadfaſt belief of God's pure 
Eye, an effettual means to Cure it. Envy at the good of others, with Malice wiſhing them 
Evil, The neceſſity of Regeneration evident from the conſideration of inward defilements. 
Motives to cleanſe the Spirit. God i highly diſhonour'« by them. They are more eaſily 
contratted, and more frequently Committed, than thoſe that are atted by the Senſitive 
Faculties. They are more incurable, The Injetions of Satan diſtinguiſht from thoſe Sin- 
ful Thoughts that ariſe from the Hearts of Men. They are our Infelicities. 


Shall now proceed to Conlider ſome other Sins, that in a ſpecial Senſe, are the pol- 
[| lutions of the Spirit. It has been Obſerved already, that in Carnal Sins, the Spirit 
is the principal Agent, but of other Sins *tis the Subje&. Such are Infidelity, Hypo- 
criſie, Envy and Malice, by which the Mind becomes dark and impure. 


Infidelity, whether proceeding from ſecret Atheiſm, or open Deiſm, rejeCts reveal'd 


Religion, as unneceſſary and groundleſs. But the Arguments that are drawa from the 


clear and living Springs of Nature to prove the Being of God, are of ſuch Conviacing 


Evidence, that none but thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is, that there were no Supreme Law- 


giver ahd Judge to Call them to an Account for their AQtions, can doubt of his Eternal 
Exiſtence. Now that there is a God, being proved, the neceſſary Conſequence from that 
Principle is, that he muſt be honour'd and ſerv'd according to his own Will, and that 
it becomes his Wiſdom and Goodneſs to reveal his Will to Men, the Rule of their Duty, 
and that this be done in the moſt inſtruftive and permanent way, in Writing, that 15 
leſs liable to Corruption than Oral Tradition, and that the Holy Scripture has in it ſuch 
Conſpicuous CharaQters of its deſcent from Heaven, beſides the moſt undoubted Teſtt- 
mony that it was witten by Men Divinely Inſpired, and Infallible, that without violating 
the Rules of ſound Diſcourſe we muſt yield our Aﬀent to its Divine Authority, and 
ſupernatural DoQrines reveal'd in it. I ſhall not here amplifie and illuflrate theſe par- 
ticulars, having in ſome Diſcourſes, formerly publiſh'd, of the Exiſtency of God and 


the Immortality -of the Soul, and the Divinity of the Chriſtian Religion, manifeſted 


how deſperate the Cauſe of the Atheiſts and Deiſts is to unprejudic'd Minds. 


Now 
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Now though the deduction ſpecified, be according to the true rule of Ratiociaation, 
yet there are fome that account 1t a ſlavery to fix cheir belief upon any Authority, 
but will be free 1a believing as they are 1n their aftions. I will therefore briefly pro-' 
duce ſome proofs of the Truth of Chriſtian Religion , that carry an uncontroulable 
Evidence in them : I he aboliſhing Idolatry in the Pagan World, in the time foretold 
by the Prophets, is a palpabic proof that Chriſtian Religion was from the true God. 
The Inſtruments of this great Work, were a few Fiſhermen, that had neither Learn- 
ing, nor -Arms, nor I ccalures: Patience was their Strength, Poverty their Choice, 
Diſgrace their Honour : that without any Force, but of Illumination and Perſwaſion, 
of Humility and Charuy, and enduring che molt terrible Sufferings, they ſhould van- 
quiſh the Pride of Philoſophers, the T'yrannous power of Princes, the Rebellious Op- 
polition of Mens Carnal Lutts, is not Conceivable without the affiſtance of Divine 
Strength, that convinc'd the mott obſtinate Enemies that the Doftrine was Divine, by 
the Miracles done in Confirmation of it. Beſides, that which the wiſe Men in 
all Ages were ſearching for, that is, the perfeQtion of the Law - of Nature, {( at firſt 
eno2raven in the Hearts oft Men by the Author of it) but in vain : for although Philoſo- 
phy affords ſome notices of Good and Evil, ſufficient to check many notorious V ices, yer 
tis not ſufficient to dire Mea in their univerſal Duty rowards God, others, and them- 
ſelves: bur the Goſpel is an inſtructive Light of our full Duty: ir ſpeaks to the Heart, 
and changes its Thoughts and: Aﬀections, and reforms the Life according to the pure 
and perfea Rule reveald in it. Now could an Impoſture produce ſuch a perfe&ion of 
Vertue in the wicked World? The true interpretation of the Moral Law in the Goſ. 
pel is from God alone. Yox hominem non ſonat. Could ſuch a change be made with- 
out viſible Miracles? If the Chriſtian Religion was planted and propagated without 
the Confirmation of Miracles, it were a tranſcendent Miracle. And though we ſaw 
not the Miracles done by the Apoltles, yer we ſee the permanent effets of th:m, 
in the belief and Lives of True Chriſtians. Infidels are apt to reply, if they ſaw 
Miracles performed to aſſure them of the Divinity of che Chriſtian Religion, they 
would believe ir. *'Tis a vain pretence that Men would ſubmit co the power of God 
declar'd by Miracles, who deny his Authority made known in that eminent degree of 
Evidence in his Word, Abraham anſwer'd the Rich Man, who defir'd a Meſſenger 
from the Dead might be ſent to Convert his Brethren, They have Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, and if they hear not them, they would not be perſwaded though one roſe from the 
aead. | | 
In ſhort, thoſe who reſiſt ſo ſtrong a Light as ſhines in the Scripture, the deluſion 
of their Mind is from their depraved Hearts. Speculative Truths obtain the preſent 
and eafie Aſſent of the Mind ; but Truths direQtive of PraQiiſe, if oppoſite to. Mens 
Luſts, though rheir Evidence be unexceptionable, yet the carnal Mind is very averſe 
from cociving them. This account is given of the Phars/ces Infidelity, they repented Mar. 21. 15+ 
wot that they might believe in him, When the Will is ingag'd in the love of Sin, and 
Rebels againſt the Santtity and Severity of the Goſpel Commands, *tis congruous to 
reje& it. The corrupt AﬀeCtions hinder the due applicition of the Mind to conſider 
the motives of Credibility, and ſtain the Mind that it does not fincerely judge of 
them. Though Infidels pretend to be che only. diſcourling Wits of the Age, to have 
the Oracles of Reaſon in their Breaſts, and deſpiſe others as Captives of a blind Belief, 
yet their Folly is palpable and penal , for having provoked God by their Infidelity, 
they are left to the power of their Luſts, and of the Tempter, and ſink deeper 
into darkneſs, and become more hardned and prefumptuous. Thoſe who Embark 
with theſe diſtrafted Pilots ia ſuch dangerous Seas, have a miad to periſh for 
ever. | 

2. Hypocriſie is a Spiritual Pollution. In its Theological Conſideration it impiies 
a Counterfeiting Religion and Vertue: an affeQtation of the Name join'd with a diſ- 
affetion to the Thing. The having a form of Godlineſs, with denying the power of it. 
Accordingly, Ho, TED 

1. Every Titular Chriſtian, who profeſſes SubjeQion to Chriſt, and lives in Habi- 
| tual Diſobedience to his Commands, is an Hypocrite, The aCtions are the incarnate 
iſſues of the Heart wherein they are form'd, and the cleareſt diſcovery of ir. A Re- 
bellious Courſe of Sin, declares a perſon to be an Infidel, notwithſtanding his owning 
Chriſt to be our King : His Life is.a continual Lye: He vainly preſumes that God 
is his Father, when his AQGions declare him to be a Child of the Devil. 

2. Hypocrilie in a ſtrifter ſenſe is, when Men preſume their ſpiritual condition to 
be good, upon falſe grounds. ?*Tis obſervable, no man is a Hypocrite to himſelf 
out of choice; He does not deliberately deceive himſelf : Bur one may be a Hypo- 
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"eric without his knowledge , by Ignorance and Error. He may think his inclt- 


nation to ſome Vertues, and his averſion from ſome Vices, to be Divine Grace: 
But ſympathies and antipathies proceed often from Natural Temper, and not from 
the renewed Mind and Will, from Judgment and Choice. A tame Nog 1s es 
truly a beaſt as a wild Wolf. A Man that performs only ſome good things, and 
abſtains from ſome Evil, from natural Conſcience, 1s as truly in the ſtate of polluted 
Nature, as one that is wholly careleſs of his Duty , and freely indulges every carnal 
Luſt. One may be exaCt in light matters, as the Phariſees in tything Mint and Cum- 


min, and negle& {ſubſtantial Duties; he may be zealous 1n the outward parts of Reli- 


gious Worſhip, and negle& Righteouſneſs and Mercy , and think to compenſate his 
defeRs in the Duties of one Table, by ſtrict obſerving the Duties of the other : This 
is pernicious Hypocriſie. The ſubtilty and ſtrength of Satan are imployed to deceive 
Mea by an airy Religion, by an opinionative Goodnefs, to prevent their being awa- 
kened from their drowſy and deadly ſtate. *T1s worthy of notice, The Tempter has 
a double operation in the Minds of Men : He deceives the hypocritical with talſe hopes, 


« by concealing or extenuating their fins, ro induce them to preſume of the Favour of 


God, and to ſecure his quiet poſſeſſion of them : He troubles the ſincere with vain Ter- 
rors, by concealing their Graces, to diſcourage their progreſs in the way to Heaven : 
He is an envious Explorator, and ſearches to find out their defetts, to accuſe them to 


| God; and he defames God to them, as if he would not ſpare his Sons that ſerve him : 
He is triumphant in the unſanQified, .and militant 1n the Saints. 


3. Some hide their crying Sins under the colourable appearance of Vertues ; -and 
pretend to Holineſs, that they may fin with leſs ſuſpicion, and more ſecurity. He will 


ſpeak of thoſe Sins in others with ſeverity, which he freely indulges 1n himſelf. The 


CharaQers of Religion are drawn in his Countenance, but his Luſts are deeply in- 
graven in his Heart, Theſe our Saviour compares to painted Sepulchres, that within 
contain ſordid duſt and rottenneſs: This 1s perfect Hypocriſie ; a deadly pollution, 
that wounds the Vitals, ſears the Conſcience, quenches all Goodneſs in the Will ; for 
this Hypocrite is voluntarily ſo. Hypocriſie in the Heart is like Poyſon in a Spring, 
that ſpreads it ſelf through alFthe veins of the Converſation. This Sin our Saviour 
never ſpeaks of but with deteſtation; For this he denounc'd ſuch a heavy Woe againſt 
the Phariſees, that uſed Religion as a masking habit to appear glorious in the Eyes of 
Men, and diſguiſed their Worldly 'Aims in Devotions; and made long Prayers to be 


. efteemd of Men. This is ſo odious to God, that he forbids all the emblems and re- 


{emblances of it to the Jews, Linſy-woolſey Garments, and miſcelain Corn, Our Detects 
acknowledged with ingenuity, excite his Compaſhon; bur counterfeit Vertues excite 
his Indignation : For what can be more provoking, than to appear to be like God in 
Holineſs, the Glory of the Deity, for this end, to be ſecretly wicked, and to affront 
his Omniſcience, as if he could not diſcern them through all their cloſe and dark 
concealments. A Hypocrite is fearful of Men, but faces God. Pride mix'd with Hy- 
pocrifie was the Devil's original Sin, he abode not in the Truth, and Religious Hypocrites 
arehis Natural Children. The hotteſt climate in Hell will be their habitation : For our 
Saviour threatens ſome Sinners their portion with Hypocrites ; that is, aggravated Dam- 
nation. This Sin is difficultly cured, in that 'tis not caſily diſcovered by Men, and does 
not expoſe to ſhame ; but is ſubſervient to many carnal ends. Men cannot dive into 
the Hearts of others, and cannot diſcern between the Paint of Hypocriſie, and the Life 
of Holineſs. The mixture of beautiful Colours in the Countenance, may be fo artificial, 
that at a diſtance it may be thought to be natural. Beſides, Hypocrifie turns the 
Remedy into Poyſon : For the frequent exerciſe of Religious Duty, which is the means 
to ſanQihe us, confirms and hardens Hypocrites: 

The effeCtual means to cure it, is a ſtedfaſt belief of the pure and flaming Eye of 
God ; who ſces Sin where-ever it is, and will bring it into Tudoment. A Hypocrite 
may hide his Sin from the Eyes of others, and ſomerimes from his own Conſcience, bur 
can never impoſe upon God. And as nothing ſo confounds Men with ſhame, as to be 
found falſe and perfidious in their dealings; how much more will the Hypocrites be 
cover'd with confuſion at the great day, when they .ſhall appear naked, with their 
loathſome Ulcers, before innumerable Angels and Saints? They will defire the Rocks 
to hide them from that glorious Aſſembly. 

The ſtedfaſt belief of this great Truth will cauſe frequent and folemn- thoughts of 
God, as our InſpeQtor and Judge : I have ſer the Lord always before me; he « at my 


right-hand, I ſhall not b: moved: This was the effe& of Davids Faith, This wil} pro- 


duce Sincerity in Religion unreſpeQive to the Eyes of Men ; and preſerve us from ſecret 


Luk 12.1,2,3- H1ns. "Tis the preſcription of our Saviour ; Beware ye of the leaven of the Phariſees, 


which 
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which ts Hypocrifie: For there is nothing covered, that ſhall not be revealed; neither 
hi, that ſhall not be known : Whatſoever ye have ſ[piken in darkneſs, ſhall be heard in the 
lizht ; and that which ye have ſpoken in the Ear in cloſets, ſhall be proclaimed on the houſe 
10s. 

£7 Envy at the Good of others, and Malice, wiſhing them Evil, is a deep pollution 
of the Spirit. This abſolutely alienates Men from the Nature and Life of God : For 
the cleareſt conception we have of the Deity is, that he is Good, and does Good. This 
is contrary not only to {ſupernatural Grace, but to natural Conſcience ; and turns a 
Man into a Fiend. TIh1s Vice 1s immediately attended with its Puniſhment. The 
envious Man 1s his own tormentor, and has the Vipers fate in the Fable, that in bittn 


the File, wounded it ſelf. Beſides, this ſtops the deſcent of Divine Bleſſings, and turns 
the Petitions of the Eavious into Imprecations againſt themſelves. EY 

To finiſh this Head, 'tis obſervable, nothing more diſcovers the neceſſity of Reno- 

vation, than the defilements of the Spirit. As Birds by 1ncubacion hatch their brood ; 
{o from ſinful Thoughts and Delires aQtual Sins proceed. Our Saviour tells us, Out Mar. 15. 19. 
of the Heart proceed Murders, Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, Falſe-witneſs , Blaſphe- 
mies, which defile a Man. *'Tis above all things necciſary, to keep the Heart; for the 
iſſues of Death flow from it. The deſign, contrivance, and conſent to fin, are 1n the 
Heart ; the Body is only the Inſtrument of Sin. To enforce this Counſel, there are many 
Motives. IP . 
_ _ (1.) Gold 6s infinitely diſhonour'd and diſpleas'd by the Sins of our Spirits : For the 
Soul is of near alliance with God, and of incomparable more: value than the vile Body ; 
Fhceretore the deliling it 1s highly provoking. The Soul 1s the place of his ſpecial re- 
{idence ; and the entertaining Sin 1n it, is a fouler Indignity, than the bringing Dung 
into the Chamber of Preſence of a King. We ſhould be more careful to approve our 
Thoughts and Dehres to God, than our Words and Attions to Men. 

( 2.) They are more eaſily contraCtted than thoſe which are aGted by the ſenſitive Fa- 
culties : They ſecretly infinuate into the Soul. External Sins require fit time, and place, 
and means for their commiſſion ; and are often hinder'd by the moral reſtraints of Fear 
and Shame : but ſpeculative Sins may be committed without convenient circumſtances. 
In whatever place, or company, Mea are, they may retire into their Hearts, and pleaſe 
rhemſclves with vicious thoughts and deſires of future Sins, and devices how to make 
proviſion for the Fleſh; with carnal repreſentations and complacency of the Sins they 
have committed : They may perſonate the Pleaſures of Sin in the ſcene of Fancy ; and 
the imagination of old Sins becomes a new Temptation, and deeply ſtains their 
Minds: And as *tis uſual, what pleaſes is favour'd and defended, they by carnal Diſ- 
ow pervert Scripture to countenance their Luſts ; which 1s the higheſt Wicked- 
nels. | 
\* (3:) Spiritual Sins are moſt frequently committed, being of quick diſpatch, with- 
out the toil of the Body : From hence their number is as the Sand upon the Sea-ſhore. 
They infinitely increaſe Mens accounts with the high and eternal Judge ; whoſe Un- 
derſtanding 1s as ſearching as 'tis unſearchable. The Judgment of the laſt Day 15-di- 
ſtinguiſhed from the proceſs of inferior Human Courts, which are confin'd to take 
cogniſance only of Mens intentions by Overt-aQts; for then there ſhall be a revelation 
| of the thoughts and ſecrets of the Heart. - | 

( 4. ) Spiritual Sins are more incurable than thoſe that are done by the Body : For 
when the ſenſitive Faculties by Diſeaſes and Age are diſabled, then the vicious habits 
of the Soul may be ſtrong ; and like the Poyſon of a Serpent, be more deadly by "I c 
WW Bag 

Notwithſtanding inward Pollutions induce ſuch a Guilt, yet carnal Men are apt to is /4q 
think that till Sin be perfeQted in the groſs at, *tis not deadly: And for this they 
pervert Scripture ; wherein tis ſaid, That when Luſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
Sin ; and Sin when tis finiſp'd, brings forth Death. But in God's ſight , the contem: 
plative commiſſion of Sin, renders one as truly guilty as the aQtual ; and Conſent to 
the doing it, renders as obnoxious to his inlightened and impartial Tribunal , as the 
Performance. His pure and perfet Law, the Rule of our duty, forbids all defile- 
ments fleſhly and ſpiritual, and that ſhall be the Rule of our Judgment. And as the 
Soul is the tir{t and principal agent 1n Sin, it ſhall firſt receive the recompence of it : 
In the interval berween Death and the Reſurreftion, while the Body is without ſealc 
in the Grave, the Soul is tormented in Hell. 

Betore I proceed to the next Head, it will be uſeful to add, That many fincere 
rm are in perplexity from the injeQtions of Satan, fearing they ariſe from their own 

carts, | < | 


1. They 
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r. They may be diſtinguiſh'd by their quality : Unnatural Thoughts againſt our 
ſ:lves, and blaſphemous of God, are uſually trom the I empter, n 

2. When they make terrible impreſſions upon our Spirits, they are his fiery Darts : 
For the native of-ſpring of our Hearts are conceived with freedom and complacency, 

7, They are our infelicitics, but induce no Guilt when reſiſted by us. A Rape may 
be committe.] on the Mind; and as the raviſh'd Virgin, that cried out for reſcue from 


Violence, was declared by God himſelf innocent; fo when the tempted Soul, with ſtrong 


cries, prays for Divine Relicf, God will not lay thoſe terrible injections to our charge. 
Our Saviour was tempted by the unclean Spirit, yet was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled ; and 
has a compaſſionate tenderneſs for thoſe who are tempred, and will make them partake 
of the Fruits of his glorious Victory. *T1s true, 1t the 10j<Ctions of Satan are cheriſh'd 
by the Carnal Viind, they are ours by adoption, though of his begetting. ; The Devil put 
in the Heart of Judas, the deſign of betraying Chritt, bur it was entertain d by his Cove- 
tous Mind, and involv'd him under the heavieſt Guilt. The inclinations of Carnal 
Men are to various Sins, to which they are more inclinable by the Temptations of Sa- 
tan ; but that does not excule them from Guilt. 
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The Perfettion of Holineſs Confiderd. The Perfedton of Innocence. The PerfeFtion of 


Grace. The Perfeftion of Glory, The Eſſential Ferfeftion of Grate conſiſts in Sincerity. 
Conſtancy proceeds from it. Integral Perfedion , Comparative Perfettion, Intelletual 
and Moral. The threefold compariſon of Moral Perfe&ion. Relative Pe» fettion accor d- 
ing to the Conditions of the Saints in this Life. Abſolute Perfettion only attain'd in 
Heaven, | | | 


| Now come to Diſcourſe of the Perfection of Holineſs, the ſublime ObjeQ& and Aim 
of the Deſires and Endeavours of ſincere Chriſtians. I ſhall premiſe there is a Three- 
fold PertcQton of Grace, and the perfeQtion of Glory. 


1. The perfection of Innocence, God made Man upright, in the bright Image of 
his Holineſs. The Excellency of the Efficient Cauſe, infers the Excellency of the Et- 
fect : and the final Cauſe was for his own Glory, and Man's Happineſs, in order to 
which he was endowed wich thoſe Moral Perfe&ions, as qualited him to obtain that 
end. There was an exaCt Regularity in all his Faculties : The inlightnzd Mind direQed 
the Will, the Wil} commanded the AﬀeQuons, the AﬀeQions ruPy che Senſe: He had 
power to ſtand, but was free to Fall : with his original perfeQion there was a poſlibility 
of ſinniog and dying. The Eyes of his Mind were clear, diſcovering his Duty and 
Felicity ; and the aſfiſting Grace of God was like the Sun ſhining in the Air to aQtuate 
his viſive Faculty ; but he wilfully ſhut his Eye, and fell from that heighth of Happineſs 
1nto a Pit without a bottom. : 

2. The perfeQtion of Grace: This in the Language of Scripture ſignifies upright- 
neſs and ſincerity, and is attributed to the Saints in ſeveral reſpeQs, which I will parti 
cularly conſider. - 

3- The perfection of Glory, This implies a Union of all Excellencies in a Soveraign 


Degree. The Church in the preſent State is compared to the Moon, that receives 


Light from the Sun in half-its Globe, but in the next State will be fild with Light 
as a Ball of Cryſtal penetrated by the Sun-Beams. The Church ſhall be Glorious in 
Holineſs, without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, Natural Righteouſneſs was of ſhort 
continuance, as Nature left to it {elf always is: but the Supernatural State is not only 
undefil'd, but fades not away. The perfeQtion of Paradiſe was frail, for Man in his belt 
ſtate was changing : from this Root his Ruin ſprang: but the perteQion of Heaven is 
immutable, for there God zs all.iz all. His Influxive Preſence is the Productive and Con- 
{crvative Cauſe of their Holineſs and Bleſſedneſs. 

: I = now Conſider the perfeQtion of Grace that is attributed to the Saints 1n the pre- 
ent ſtate. 

t. There is an Eſſzatial perfeQtion, that Conſiſts in the unchangable nature of things, 
and 1s abſolutely requiſite to the kind. A gradual perfeQion belongs to individuals, and 
1s various: All Gold is not refia'd to the ſame degree and heighth of Purity ; but i 
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Gold, though in the lowelt degree of tinenefs, will endure the Furnace and the Touch- 
ſtone, and by that tryal 1s diſcern'd from Counterfeit Metal. There are different 


degrees of aCtive heat in Fire ; ſometimes it Flames, but always Burns, if fed with 
| | DES 


Combultible matter. 

Now the Efſ-nce of true Holineſs conlifts in a Conformity to the Nature and Will 
of God, whereby a Saint is diltinguiſht from the unrenewed World, and is not ated by 
their Principles and Preceprs, not govern'd by their Maxims and Cuſtoms. 

T here are different degrees of Holtnels 1a the Saints, but Sincerity is inſeparable from 
the Being of it. 

This includes firſt a Conformity in the Heart and Life to God. As a pood Com- 
plexion flouriſhes in the Countena:ice from the Root of a good Conſtitution within : 
{o real Holineſs ſhining 1n the Converſation, progeeds from an Internal Principle of 


Life ſeated in the Mind and Heart. The Underſtanding elteems the Precepts of God's 
Law, as belt in themſelves, and beſt for us : the Will Conſents to the Sandtity and Roy- 


alty of the Law. David Jeclares, [ eſteem all thy Commanaments to be right : and I hate 
every falſe way. If the Divine Will be che reaſon of our Obedience, it will be impartial. 
Many elude Duty, and deceive Conſcience by partial reſpe&s to the Law : They will 
make amends for Delinquencies 1n ſome things, by Supererogating in others that are 
{ſuitable to their Carnal Eafe and Intereſt. Thus the Ph.riſces were mighty Sons of the 
Church, very accurate in Sanctimonious Forms, great pretenders to Piety, but ſtain'd 
Religion with Injuttice and Uncharitableneſs. They precended to love God, . but hated 
their Neighbour : they Faſted twice a Week, but Devour'd Widows Houſes : the 
were very nice in obſerving the numerous Rices of Religion, but negleted the Duties 
of ſubſtantial Goodneſs. There 15 not a more exaQ reſemblance between the immediate 
ſight of the Face, and the fight of it by refle&ion 1a a clear and true Glaſs, than the 
ſpirit of the Old Phariſees 1s like the Formaliſt in every Age. "Thus among the Papiſts, 
how many under the Vail of Virginity conceal the grofſett Impurities, and under the 
appearance of Poverty, are Coverous and Rapacious? But our Saviour tells us, az/e/s 
our righteouſneſs exceeds the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, we cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven. If our Obedience be nor of equal Extent to the Rule, if there 
be an Indulgeace to Contravene any Precept, the Words of St. James are deciſive and 
convincing. Whoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one inſtance, he is guilty 
of all. In one allowed tin of Omiſſion or Commiſſion, there is a Univerſal Diſobedience 
to the Authority of the Lawgiver. Although the beſt Saint oa Earth is not without Sin, 
yet the leaſt is wichout Guile. 

2. Sincerity produces Conltancy. There is a ſtrict Connexion between the leading 


Faculties, and their inward Operations, with the ourward Actions. According to the 


renewed Temper of the Mind and Will, ſuch is the tenor of the Life. Pure Religion 
and undcfiled before God, that is exercis'd from Divine Principles, and Eternal Motives, 
will fortify a Chrittian againſt all Temptations : he will neither be allur*d nor terrified 
from his Duty. 

Some when Religion is in publick Eſteem, are forward Profeſſors : but if the Teſti- 
mony of Truth expoles them to Reproach, as Seditious and Diſloyal, and the Conſe- 
quences of that Reproach, they will comply with the Temper of the Times to ſecure 
their ſecular Intereſt. And as there are Change of Garments, Summer and Winter- 
Garments according to the Seaſons of the Year, ſo they have Change of Religions as the 
Times vary. Perſecution diſcovers them to have been formal Profeſſors, without the ſpi- 
rit and depth of Religion in their Hearts, But ſincere Chriſtians are conſpicuouſly ſuch 
in the Fiery Trial. "Tis obſerv'd ia digging Wells in the hot Months of July and Augnſt, 
if a Vein of Water flows, 'tis a ſign of a laſting Spring : thus if in the Burning: Hear 
of Perſecution the Profeſſion of the pure Religion is declar'd, *tis an Argument it pro- 
cceds from ſincere Grace, that will be ſpringing up to Everlaſting Life. There are numerous 
Examples of the Holy Martyrs, who deſpiſed the enraged World, as a ſwarm of angry 
Flies, and turn'd Perſecution into a Pleaſure, and with undeclining Fervor and Courage 
perſever'd in the Confeſſion of Chrilt, till they obtain'd the Crown of Eternal Life. Un- 
teigned Faith and Sincere Love are the ſtrongeſt ſecurity againſt Apoſtacy : he that is 
{ound at the Centre, is unſhaken by Storms. The double-minded, whoſe Hearts are di- 
vided between the inlightned Conſcience, and their Carnal AﬀeRions, are unſtable in all 
their ways. 

"Saf have ſhort expiring fits of Devotion : while they are in afliting Circumſtances 
either by Terrors of Coaſcience, or Diſeaſes 1n their Bodies, or Diſaſters in their Eſtates, 
they reſolve to be regular and reform'd in their Lives, to walk circumſpetly and exaQtly : 
but when they are releas'd from their Troubles, they degenerate from their Deſigns, and 
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falſify rheir Relvlutons, and like a Lion ſlipt from his Chain, that returns to his fierce- 
neſs with his Liberty, ſo they relapſe into their old Rebellious S1ns. The reaſon is, they 
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' were not inwardly cleanſed from the Love of Sin, nor chang'd into the Likeneſs cf God. 
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In all their Mileries they were 1n the ftate of unrenewed Nature, though reſtrain'd from 
the viſible Eruptions of it. But real Saints have their Converſation all of a Colour : in 
Proſperity and Adverlity they are Holy and Heavenly. | 

In ſhorr, Sincere Chriſtians ſtudy rhe Divine Law to know the extent” of their Duty, 
and delight in the diſcovery of it : they do not decline the ſtrictelt Scrutiny. Tis Da- 
vid's Prayer, Lord, ſearch me and try me, and ſee whether there be any way of wickeaneſs in 
me, and diſcover it to me that I may forſake it. Conſcience will be quick and tender 


like the Eye, which if any dirt be in it, weeps it out. There may be Rebels in a Loyal 


City, but they are not conceal'd and cheriſh'd : the. Loyal SubjeQs ſearch to diſcover 
them, and caſt them out : But the Hypocrites hate the light, becauſe their deeds are evil : 
they cheriſh a wiltul Ignorance, that they may freely enjoy their Lults. The (ncere 
Chriſtian aims at Perfection :; he Prays, Reſolves, Watches, Mourns and Strives againſt 
every Sin. This is as neceſſary to uprightneſs, as *tis impoſſible we ſhould be without 
{pot or blemilh here : but the Hypocrite, though he Externally complies with ſome Pre- 
cepts of ealy Obedience, yet he will not forſake his ſweet Sins. Now if any (in be enter- 
tain'd or unrenounc d by a Perſon, he is unregenerate, and a Captive of Satan : as if a 
Pird be inſnar'd by one Leg, 'tis as ſurely the prey of the Fowler, as if it were ſeiz'd by 
both Wings. os | 
I ſhall only add, Sincerity commends us to God, it gives value to the meaneſt Service, 


and the want of it Corrupts the moſt eminent Service. Fehu's Zeal was a bloody Mur-- 
ther, though the deitruction of Ahab's Family was Commanded by Go4J. 


The Conſciouſneſs of Sincerity rejoices the living Saint with preſent Comfort, and the 
dying with the hopes of future Happineſs. The Apoltle, when ſurrounded with Calami- 
ties, declares, this ts our rejoycing, the teſtimony of Conſcience, that with ſimplicity, and god- 
ly ſincerity, we have had our Converſation in this World. Hezekiah having receiv'd a Mor- 
tal Meſſage by the Prophet, addreſs'd himſelf tro God ; Remember, O Lord, I beſeech thee, 
how I have walked before thee, in truth, with a perfett heart. Troth and PerfeQtion are equi« 
valent ; this was a reviving Cordial in his dying Hour. A fincere Life is attended with 
a happy Death, and that 1s attended with a more happy Life. God is the Rewarder 
of Moral Vertues, with Temporal Bleſſings, but he is the Eternal Reward of Godly 
Sincerity. This is the firſt Notion of perfe& Holineſs in the preſent ſtate. : 

2. There 1s an Integral Perfection of Holineſs : that is, an entire conjugation of all 
thole SanCtitying-Graces of which the Image of God conſiſts, The New Creature in 
its forming 1s not like the effets of Art, but the living produQtions of Nature. A 
Sculptor in making a Statue of Marble, finiſhes the Head, when the other part is bur 
rude ftone. But all the parts of a Child in th: Womb, are gradually form'd together, 
till the Body is complete. The Holy Spirit in renewing a Man, infuſes a univerſal ha- 
bit of Holineſs, that is Comprehenſive of all the variety of Graces to be Exercis'd in the 
Life of a Chriſtian. As the Corrupt Nature, Rtil'd the Old -Man, is complete in its 
Earthly Members, all the Luſts of the Fleſh, both of the deſiring and angry Appetite, 
and diſpoſes without the correCtive of Reſtraining-Grace, the Natural Man to yield to 
all Temptations : he will be Fierce with the Contentious, Licentious with the Difſolute, 
Intemperate with the Drunkard, Laſcivious with the Impure, Impious with the Scorners 
of Religion. Thus the Divine Nature, ſtil'd the New Man, is complete ia all Spiritual 
Graces, and inclines and enables the SanQiified to do every good Work. The fruit of 
the Spirit, # Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meetncſs, Tem: 
perance. Although they are diſtinguiſh'd in their Aftivity, and particular ObjeQs, yer 
they always are joynd 1n the ſame SubjeQ, and Concentre in God, whio is Immutably 
Holy and One. They are mix'd in their Exerciſe without Confuſion : As in a Chorus, 
the varicty of Voices is Harmonious and Conſpiring. Spiritual Graccs according to the 
degrees of their PerfeQtion, ſuch is the degree of their Union. Every real Saint is 
conform d to Chriſt, of whom he receives grace for grace, There arc Spiritual Gifts of 
Arbitrary Diſpenſation : the word of Wiſdom, the word of Knowledge, the gifts of Healing, 
the works of Miracles, are ſeparately given. But when the Spirit prepares a Soul for his 
Habitations, he purifies it from Sin, and adorns it with every Grace: if there be a de- 
fe&t of any Grace, the oppoſite Sin in its power remains in the Soul, and makes it im- 
poſſible for the Holy Spirit to dwell there. 

"Ts to be obſerved, that when a Promile is made to any particular Grace in Scripture, 
that Grace is to be conſidered in union with other Graces. Our Saviour tells us, 1/ho- 
ever believes ſhall be ſaved; And St. Paul, inſpired by the Spirit of our Saviour, faith, 
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That Faith ſeparate from Charity # of no avail for Salvation. Though I have all Faith, [0 
that I could remove mountains, and have not Charity, I am nothing. A Faith that docs 
not work by Love, and is not productive: of Obedience, is of no ſaving efficacy. 
Se. James puts the Queſtion, What doth it profit, my Brethren, though a May ſas, he hath 
Faith, and hath not Works ? Can Faith ſave him? "Tis evident it docs not : For nothing 
aſſerts or denics more [trongly than a Queftion. - He that does not by Faith in the Son 
of God live a holy Lite, muſt dye for ever. St. John aſſures us, That we are in a ſtate r John ;. +4. 
o' favour with Gol, if we love the Brethren. We know that we have paſſed from Death to 

life, becauſe we love the Brethren, But the fincericy of our Love to the Children of 

God, 15 proved by our Love to God, and keeping his Commanaments, and 1s inſeparable from » John x. 2. 
it. Where-ever Salvation is promiſed to a particular Duty, it muſt be underſtood in a 

colleQtive ſenſe, We read, Whoever ſhall call upon the name of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved: Ads >.» 
But a prevailing Prayer muſt proceed trom a holy Perſon, that keeps the Commanas of God, , x, _ 
and does thoſe things that are pleaſing in his ſpht. The Prayer muſt be mix'd with Paith 
and Fervency : 1 he effeftual fervent Prayer of a righteous Man avails much. The connexi- Jan: ; © 
on of ſaving Graces cannot be broken. St. Peter excites 'us, to give all diligence to add to 

our Faith, in the Myſtcries of Godlineſs, Yertze ; an attive power to render it lively and 
operative, otherwiſe Faith is a mere ſpeculative dead aſſent: To Vertue, Knowledge ; Pru- 

dence to direC its exerciſe 1n the ſeaſons wherein, and the manner how our Daties are 

to be pzrformed : To Knowledge, Temperance, to regulate our Appetites and Enjoy ments 

in the uſe of things pleaſing to the Senſes: To Temperance, Patience, to endure the Evils 

to which we are expoſed in this lower ſtate ; which is equally, if not more neceſſary and 
excellent : For Human Nature is more affetted and tempted by ſharp Pains and Grief, 

than delighted wich Pleaſure : Without the exerciſe of theſe Graces, our Religion will 

b2 by fits and flaſhes, with interrupting intervals: To Patience, Godlineſs ; that is, a re- 

{pect to the Commands of God as our Rule, and his Glory as our End, that is diſtin- 

guiſh'd from mere Morality, that proceeds only from Human Reaſon, and reſpeQs the 

civil Happineſs : To Goalinefs, Brotherly-kindneſſ: A ſincere Love to all of the ſame Hea- 

venly Extraction, in whom the Image of God thines : And to Brother!ly-kindneſs, Charity : 

That extends to all the partakers of our common Nature. All Spiritual Graces take 

their reſidence together in the Soul ; not one ſingly enters, and keeps entire poſleſſion. 

Our Saviour tells the young Man who had lived ſo regularly, that he was lovely in his 


Eyes; If thou wilt be perfet#, go and ſell all, and give to the Poor, and come follow me. He 
wanted Charity and Self-denial to make his Obedience entire. 


3. There is a comparative Perfe&ion : This in Scripture is IntelleQtual or Moral. | 


. (1.) IntelleQtual Perfeftion. The Apoſtle excites the Hebrews, Wherefore leaving the Heb. 6. r. 
Dofrine of the beginning of Chriſt, let #6 go on to Perfedtion : To more eminent degrees 
in the Knowledge of the Goſpel, both of the ſupernatural DoQrines of the Goſpel, or 
the Duties contained in it. Of the firſt the Apoſtle is to be underſtood, We freak Wi/- 
dom among thoſe that are perfeft : That is, declare Divine Myſteries to thoſe who are pre- 
pared to receive them. The Light of Nature declares the Being of God, and his Effen- 
tial Periections, Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, ſhining in his Works ; but not his Coun- 
ſels, in order to our Salvation: No Man hath ſcen God at any time : The only-begotten, Jobn 1: 15. 
which is in the boſom of the Father, he hath declared him. Thereare ſome notices of Good 
and Evil, ct Vertue and Vice, by the inſtructive Light of Reaſon, but not ſufficient to 
inform us of our full Duty. The diſcovery of the purity and perfeQtion of the Moral 
Law 1s from God. The Goſpel, like a clear and equal Glaſs, rhat diſcovers the beau- 
ties _ blemiſhes of the Face, makes known to us what defiles, and what beautifies 
the Soul. 


Now *tis our Duty to increaſe in Knowledge, both in the extent and degrees, and in 
the quality and efficacy of it. 


1. In the extent and degrees. There is a mutual dependance of Divine Truths; one 
illuſtrates and infers another : There is an harmonious agreement between them : one 
ſupports another ; and tis our Duty to apply our Minds intenſely to underſtand them. 
How many that have the Revelation of the Goſpel, are mean proficients in the School of 
Heaven! Of theſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks with reprehenſion, They needed to be taught again, 
the firſt Principles of the Oracles of God ; and are become ſuch that had need of milk, and not 
of ſtrong meat : Whereas others were come to full age, and had their ſenſes exerciſed, to aiſ- 
cern more perfettly good and evil, How many Profeſſors need the firlt Principles of Re- 
ligion to be planted in them? They pretend to exempt their Ignorance from diſcredit, 
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that it only bzlongs to the Miniſters of the Word to itudy the My iterics of Religion : 
But *cis ot intinite conſequence, zhey ſhould be wiſe to Salvation. Our Saviour tel's us, 
This is Life Fternal, to know thee to be the only true Goa, ard jeſus Chriſt whom thou 
haſt ſeat. The diſpenſation of the Goſp-l is a ftare ot Pertection : * Its rhe full and 
fical declaration of God's Will, in order to our future Bletlednels : * I 1s not a proviti- 
onal eſtabliſmment as the Levitical Law : There 15 no other altiznce to be made be- 
tween God and Men ; no other Sacrikce to he offered tor Sin: All the Types and Vro- 
pheſies are compleatly fulfilled in Chriſt, Now ſome underſtand more cleariy 2nd 
diſtin&tly the contrivance and parts of our mylterious Redempiion ; and are compa. 
ratively perfet. All the Treaſures of the World are in real value 1nhonely 1ateriour 
to ſaving Truths. There may be Knowledge without ſaving Grece: bur no faving 
Grace without Knowledge. 'The Underſtanding is the leading Faculty ; Convert:on 
begins in the renewed Mind ; Te were darkneſs, row ye are lipht in the Lord, Tic 
Goſpel cannot be profitable for our Holineſs and Comtort, but by the intervening of 
the inlightned applicative Underſtanding ; the Conſcience, that diſcovers the Will ot 
God to us, from whence our 1mmediate obligation ariſes to obey 17. | 

'Tis true, ſome DoQtrines of the Goſpel are fundamental, and fome are perteCtive . 
Some are not of that conſequence and clcarneſs as others ; and rhe 1gnorance of theta 
1s not damning, nor the Knowledge of them ſaving. But every Diving Erurh 15 worthy 
of our attentive Conſideration, according to our Capacity ; tor they \contribute to our 
PerfeQiov. We ſhould ſtrive to advance in Knowledge; that as the Sun gradual.y 
alcends the Horizon, till it gives Light to the Day, and Day ro the World; fo ow 
knowledge of Chrilt ſhould be more clear and extenſive, nll we arc compleatly trant- 
rome inco his glorious Image : When we ſhall ſee him as he t, we ſhall be intirely like 
Im. | | 

2. As our Knowledze is more vital, affeQive and praQical, *cis more perfeRive of 
us. Divine Truths have a Goodneſs in them, and are not duly known, without a 
ſtedfaſt belief of their Truth, and a juſt valuation of their Goodneſs; when the con- 
viction of the Mind, and the conſent of the Will, is influential upon our Lives. 'The 
knowledge of ſome things is merely ſpeculative : One knows that the Eclipſe of the 
Sun is from the interpoſing of the Moon between that globe of Light and our ſight, 
and the Mind acquieſces in the Theory ; for 'tis of no practical uſe: But the knowledge 
that Sin ſeparates between God and us, and intercepts the Light of his Countenance 
from ſhining upon us, is infinitely profitable to make us fearful to offend him, that we 
may not be deprived of the joyful ſenſe of his Love, Spiritual Knowledge includes a 
correſpondent permanent impreſſion upon the Heart, and in the Life to the nature of 
ſanctiftying Truths. In civil matters there is a knowledge of diſcourſe and dircCtion, 
and a knowledge of performance? And in holy things there is a knowledge of. appre- 
henſion and 1n words, and a knowledge that orders the Converſation aright. The firſt 
is not only fruitleſs, but accidentally pernicious ; according to Solomon's Expreſſion, be 
that increaſes knowledge increaſes Sorrow. A {maller degree of knowledge of God and 
Chrilt chat is productive of Love and Obedience, is far more valuable than a more large 


and accurate knowledge of the divine Attributes, of the union of the Natures and 


Offices of Chriſt, that is not fruitful in good Works : as a ſpot of Ground Cultivated 
according to its quality, 1s more profitable than a large Field that lies Waſte. 

2 Moral PerteCtion is evideat by a Threefold Compariſon. 1. Of the Saints with 
vilivle Sinners. 32. Ot the Saints among themſelves. 3. Of ſome eminent as of 
Grace with lower aCtts in the ſame kind. 

:. The Compariſon of Saints with viſible Sinners, makes them appear as perfeCt. 
"Tis true there is a mixture of Principles in the beſt here, of Fleth and Spirit, inherent 
Corruption, and infusd Grace, and the operations flowing from them accordingly are 
mrxte. But as one who has not the brighteſt Colours of white and red in the Com- 
plexion, appears an Excellent Beauty, ſet off by the preſence of a Blackmore, fo che 
Beauty vt tlolinels in a Saint, though mixt with blemiſhes, appears complete, when 
compar'd with the foul deformity. of Sinners. Thus the oppolition between them is 
expreſs, He aeftroys the perfe# and the wicked, *Tis Recorded of Noah, that he was 4 
juſt and perfet? man in his generation : in an Age when Wickednels reign'd, when Cha- 
tity was expell'd from # number of Vertues, and Modeſty. was cenſur'd as a Vice, 
when Impiety was arrivd at-the higheſt pirch, and the Deluge was neceſſary to purge 
the World from fuch Sinners : then the ſanQity and piery of Noah ſhin'd as bright- 


nels iſſues from the Stars. Ne appear'd perteQly good, compar'd with the prodigi- 
ouily bad, 
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2 In comparing the Saints among themſelves, ſome are RiPd perfect. There are 
different degrees among Sinners: ſome are fo ciſpos'd to Wickednels, that they may : 
be denominated from as many Vices that poſleſs their Souls, as the Evil Spirit 10 the gol Haber 
man ſpoken of in the Goſpel, anſwerd, his name was Leyiorg, from the number of /#etwn, onic- 
Devils that poſſeſs'd him. They drive through all the degrees of Sin fo violently and ou pro 
furioully, that compar'd to them, other Sinners ſeem Innocent, and are far lz{s obnoxi- in Refiaum. - 
ous to Judgment. F araapilgt, 

Thus there are ſingular Saints whoſe Graces are ſo Conſpicuous and Coavinciog, "" pofany 
and a univerſal Holineſs appears 1n their Converſation, as makes them venerable among 
the vicious : Their preſence will reſtrain the diſſolute from Exceſfes either in Words or 
AQions, as eff:Qually as a Magiſtrate by the terror of his Power. Other Saints, though 
fiacere, yet there 1s ſuch a mixture of Shades and Lights in their ations, that they 
are in low eiteem. Compare meek Moſes with the paſſionate Prophet Jonas, who juſti- 
fied his anger to the Face of God himſelf, 7 do well tro be angry even unto death. We 
read of Moſes, that he was the meekeſt man upon the face of the earth : 'Of this there is 
recorded a very Eminent Effect and Evidence : When Aaron and Miriam had contu- 
meliouſly and (editiouſly ſpoke againſt him, as if he had Uſurp'd uadue Authority, 
Hath the Lord only ſpoken by Moſes ? hath he not alſo ſpoken by us ? He might by a ſharp Numb. ts. 5. 
reply have confounded them, but he was filent. Several Circumſtances concur to heigh- 
ten the value of his Victory over himſelf. There was a double offence, and violation 
of the reſpects due to the dignity of his Perſon, and the nearneis of the Relation : 

This Accuſation was publick beiore the Congregation of 1/rae/; in the heat of the 
Contention, when there 1s a great diſpoſition to be fir d by Anger, when the ſilent 
and patient bearing the Indignity might be interpreted as a Conviction of his Guilt, 
yet he calmly endur'd their falſe Charge, How great is the diſparity berween Moſes 
and Jongh ? 
| 3. In comparing ſome raiſed acts of Grace, with lower in the ſame kind, there is race plurims 
a perfeQtion attributed to them. As 'tis in Diamonds, many ſmall ones are not of 7*40cricer & 
equal value with one great one, though of equal weight with it: ſo one a of Piety, ve oa 
of Faith, of Charity, of Self-denial, may for its rareneſs, exemplarineſs, and efficacy, Ep. 29. 
have ſuch a Divine degree of worth in it, that it far excels many leſs illuſtrious effefs | 
of thoſe Graces. As a lingle act of Wickedneſs may be ſo extremely evil, ſo enor- 
mouſly vicious as to exceed many Crimes 1n its pollution and guilt of the ſame kind. 
There are ſome 1nitances of this in Scripture: Ahaz in the time of his diſtreſs, did 
yet treſpaſs more againſt the Lord, Judgments in their nature and Gods delign are fit 
means to ſoften the obdurate, as Iron is made malleable by the Fire : but to kick againſt 
the pricks, to be more ſtubborn by the infliction of Wrath, that ſhould Corre&t Men 
into their Duty, is a wickednels ſo unnatural and prddigious, that it has left a brand of 
Infamy on him for ever: This # that King Ahaz, that deſperate Rebel againſt God. 
The Idolatry of Manaſſes was aggravated with ſuch open Contempt of God, that made 
it infinitely more provoking than the ſecret Idolatry of others. *Tis related, he ſet 4 
carved Image, that he had made, in the honſe of God, of which God had ſaid to David, 
and to Solomon his Son, In this houſe will I put my name for ever. He depoſed God, 
and with the boldeſt Defiance ſet an Idol in his Throne before his Face. 


I will produce ſome Inſtances of the Exerciſe of Grace in its Radiancy and Power, 
both in Doing and Suffering. 
Abraham received a Command, Take now thy Son , thy only Son Iſaac , whom thou 
loveſt, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there for a burnt-offering. How many 
Circumſtances with reſpect to Nature and Grace , increasd the difficulty of his Obe- 
dience? The Command was fo hard, God would not permit che fulfilling it. Z/aac 
was the Obj=C& of his molt ardent deſires, in whom he lived more dearly than ia him- 
ſelf; When his own Life was almoſt expir'd, and was Miraculouſly renewed in his 
Son, the Heir of the Promiſe, in whoſe ſeed all the nations of the world were to be 
bleſſed : how grievous to Human AﬀeCtions, not only to be a SpeQator, but AQor, 
the Prielt to offer the Sacrifice ! Yet he roſe early, and went to the place of which God 
had told him. He applied himſelf without relenting or delay, that would have argu'd 
unwillingneſs, in ſuch a ſevere Tryal. He built an Altar, bound 1/aac, and laid him 
on the Altar, and ſtretcht out his hand to {lay him, if he had not been countermanded 
by a Call from Heaven, In this Work was his Faith made perfet ; and appears 1a its 
exaltation. . This was an A& {o pleaſing to God, that he declar'd his approving and 
accepting it by a Voice from Heaven. His Obedience to the Divine Command to leave 
his Countrey, and go into a ſtrange Land, was the excellent effe£t of his Faith in the 
Promiſe of God, but leſs Illuſtrious than the Offering of his Son. | The 
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The Self. denial of Moſes was as pertett and admirable, 1a its kind, When hs was wme 
to years, he refuſed to be call'a the fon of Pharoah s aanghtcy. Whizen he unceritood the 
value of a Crown, with the Honours, and Riches ancext to it - 1n the Age of Youtl, 
and Strength, when the Czrnal Appetites are vehemently jucind to Pleaſures, anc 
there was an opportunity of the freeſt fruition: then he rather cnoſe to ſuffer a/fhiton with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon. 115 prevent advice 
not to chuſe when the Paſſions are in a terment and diforder : tis hike cating Mear in 
a Fever, that increaſes the feveriſh heat, and deſtroys the Vital. A terribie Tempra- 
tion hinders delibcration, and a free judgment of what 1s our Duty to chulc : a plea. 
ſant Temptation. Corrupts the Mind, that we do not ciſcern the true irom the talſe 
Good. Yet Moſes in that time of his Life, when the {cnſuil Paſhions are mo{t 1nflam 
and urgent, had his Mind { clear and calm, tia: he deliberately, and with a fill 
choice preferr'd Diſgrace, Poverty, and Periccution, before the variety of attrattive De. 
lights, that raviſh the Carnal Senſes. Such was the Soveraignty of his Faith, that ic 
Compos'd the unruly paſſions, and kept them in Odedtence. 

The Patience of Fob, is as rare an Inſtance, who was expos'd to al} the. Cruelty and 
Arts of the Tempter to overcome him. It we conſider the nature of his Aflictions, 
and their immediate ſucceſſion like Waves of the Seca, that he was ſuddenly and unex- 
peCtedly ſtripp'd of his Eſtate, depriv'd of his Cluldren, and his Body was cover'd with 
loathſome and painful Ulcers, that Satan was Conhdent his Miſzry would ſo exaſpe- 
rate his Spirk, that he would blaſpheme God to his Face, yer he bleſt him with the 
moſt humble Reverence and reſign'd Submiſſion to his Soveraign Will. Add another 
Conlideration, when his Wife that ſhould have been a Comtorcer, inſulted over him, 
and became a Tempter, he repell'd her with a Holy Zeal and Conttancy. The Temp. 
ter neither by Aſſaults on his Body, nor by Treacnery 1a his Wife, could prevail. In 
him Patience had its perfett work. *I1s recorded as the moſt celebrated Inſtance in that 
kind: you have heard of the patience of Job, and ſeen the end of the Lord. 1 ſhall only 
add the example of the three Hebrew Martyrs, who when the proud and cruel King 
commanded them to bow to the Golden Idol, or threatned to caſt them into the burn- 
ing Furnace, with unſhaken Courage expos'd themſelves to his Fury, to preſerve their 
Integrity. In them perfect Love caſt out Fear, | 

4. There is a relative PerfeQtion of Holineſs according to the ſeveral Conditions of 
the Saints in this Life. As in a Garden, there are Trees that produce different Fruits, 
and of different degrees of Goodneſs: the Vine, the Fig-tree, the Apple-tree: if an 
Apple-tree produce the beſt Fruits in its kind, though not equal to the Fruit of the 
Vine, 'tis perſealy good. Thus in the World there are ſeveral Conditions of Life 
among Men : ſome are in places of Dignity and Superiority :, ethers of ſubjetion and 
ſervice. A Servant that is faithful and diligent, adorzs the Goſpel, and excels in that 
Relation, and 1s equally accepted of God, as others 1a a higher order. He that gain'd 
two Talents was eſteem'd as faithful, as he that gain'd five, becauſe the profit reſult- 
ing from the improvement, was in proportion to the ſtock entruſted with him. 

There is a Perfe&tion Relative to the. various Spiritual States of Chriſtians here. 
St. John addreſſes his Counſel to Chriftians under ſeveral Titles, to Children, to Young 
Men, and Fathers, with reſpe& to their different Ages in Chriſtianity, A Child, is 
perfe& in the quality of a Child, when he has the ſtature, the ſtrength, the under- 
ſtanding that is becoming his Ape, though he is diſtant from that compleat ſtate to 
which he will arrive 1n his mature Age. A young Man has the PerfeQtion proper 
to his Age. A new Convert that has ſuch degrees of Knowledge and Holineſs as are 
{uitable to the Means and his Time of advancement by them, is eſteem'd Compleat in 
that ſtate of Grace, Some are enter'd into the School of Heaven, and are in the firſt 
Leſſons of Chriſtianity ; others have made a higher progreſs in it, ts the fulneſs of the 
Stature. : | | 
 Beyoni the PerfeQtion attainable here, there is an abſolute PerfeQtion of Holineſs in 
the extcnt of its parts, and intention of degrees : ?Tis our preſent Duty to aſpire and 
endeavour airer this, but attained only in Heaven, where every Saint is renewed into 
the perfect Image of God, and made glorious in holineſs, the great end of our Saviour's 
Love in dying for us. By gradations Chriſtians aſcead to that Conſummate ſtate, the 
period of PerteQton. 
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Particular Graces Conſider'd, the internal Principles of Perfeftion. Divine Faith Doftri: 


nal, Tuſtifying, and in the diſpoſal of Providence. Dottrinal Faith # not Imagination, 


nor Reaſon. The Objetts of it. The Motives confiderd. The Eſſential Perfettions of 


God, Faith in divine Revelation, # the moſt reaſonable Ad of the Humane mind, 
Gods Truth a Principle immeaiately evident. His Juriſdiftion reaches to mens Underſtand. 
ings. God never requires our Aſſent to ſupernatural Truths, but he affords ſufficient 
Conviition, that they are reveal d by him. God reveals hin;ſelf in Scripture by humane 
expreſſions according to our Capacity. We are obliged to believe ſupernatural Doftrines 
zo farther than they are reveal d. To attempt the Comprehenſive knowlelge of them, is 
perfeitly wain ; "tis impoſſible, impertinent, and. dangerous. Cw ioſity of ten fatal to Faith. 
An Anſwer to Objettions, that ſupernatural Dofrines are not .reconcileable to Reaſon. 
That when men uſe all means ſincerely to know the truth of them, and are not Convinced 
of it, they ſhall not be Condemn'd for involuntary, ſpeculative Erroys, 


Will now particularly Conſider thoſe Graces that are of a more Excellent Nature, 
and have a more powerful Cauſality and Influence in the lives of Chriſtians, Faith 
and Love, Hope and Fear, are the internal Principles of Chriſtian PerfeCion. 

I will firſt diſcourſe of Divine Faith, the firſt principle and foundation of Religion, 
as the Apoſtle declares: He that comes to God, muſt believe that he #, and the rewarder 
of them that diligently ſeek him. The belief of his Being and Bounty, is the Motive 
of Holy Worſhip. 


Heb. 11. 


This Grace is moſt Honourable to God, and beneficial to us. The underſtanding is 


our Supreme Faculty, and by ſubmitting it to divine Revelation, we pay the moſt 
humble Homage. to him. By Faith we Conceive of God, becoming his divine Per- 
fections : in believing the Revelation he has made of his Nature, which is as Incom- 
prehenſible as "ris Inviſible, and the declaration of his Will, though the things promis'd 
are encompaſs'd with oppoſition and ſeeming impoſlibilities , we glorifie his perfe& 
Verzcity and Omaipotence in: the higheſt manner. He that believes the divine Teſti- 
mony, ſets his Seal that God us true ; ratifies his word in the moſt ſolemn manner. 

Faith is moſt beneficial ro us. "Tis the root of the Spiritual Life, from whence all 
other Graces derive their flouriſhing and fruitfulneſs. *Tis- not only produQtive of its 
own aQs, but excites and animates every Grace in its diſtinCt exererciſe : Like the 
animal Spirits, that give motion and vigour to all the Senſes. Faith in Chriſt conveys 
to a weak Chriſtian a kind of Omnipotence : 'The Apoſtle declares, 1 can do all things 
through Chriſt thit flrengthens me. The moſt eminent effes of other Graces, either 
ative or ſuffering, Fortitude, Zeal, Self-denyal, Patience, are attributed to Faith ; as 
the Honour of a Victory is aſcribed to the General, by whoſe Condu& and Courage 
the Battle is managed, though *cis obtain'd by the Valour of the Soldiers. 


Heb. rr, 


By Faith we are juſtified from the guilt of our many and mighty Sins. We are puri- rom. 5. ; 


fied from their deep Pollutions : We are adopted into the line of Heaven; and are ſaved 
from miſcry extreme and eternal. 

I will conſider Divine Faith under three Heads. r. Doctrinal Faith. .2. Tuſti- 
fying Faith. 3. Faith in the diſpoſal of all things, by the ruling Providince of God. 


Doftrinal Faith T will conſider, x, In its nature. 2. The objetts of it. 3. The 
motives. 4. The efficacy. Sf. 

1. The nature of it. All the notions of Faith agree in this; 'tis a dependance upon 
the truth of another. Thus Truſt is called Faith ; becauſe it relies upon the truth of 
a Promiſe: And one is faid to keep his Faith inviolate, when he performs the Promiſe 
that another relyed on. Faith in the propriety of expreſſion, is an aſſent for the vera- 
city of the ſpeaker : Accordingly, Divinc Faith is a firm afſent of the Mind to things, 
upon the authority of Divine Revelation. *Tis diſtinguiſh'd from Imagination, and 
from comprehenſive Reaſon. . 

Fancy draws a Copy of thoſe ObjeAs that are perceived by the external Senſes, or 
compounds many Copies together, but creates no images of things not perceptible by 
the Senſes. We can imagine Mountains of Gold, becauſe we have ſeen Gold and 
Mountains : We conceive monſtrous mixtures in Dreams ; but no ators can appear on 
the theatre of Fancy, but in borrowed habits from ſenſible things. Bur the Ons of 

| alt 


AQts 15. 


&k WW; 
Ji 


— —— 
— —— 


Fi:b. 11, 


than the perſwaſion of them by Faith. 


Spiritual Per fection. : 


Faith arc ſuch things, as Fye hath not ſeen, nor Far heara, and tranſcend the capacity 
of the Imagination to conceive, and of the external Senſes to repreſent; Yet Infidels 
blaſpheme the Eternal Truths of Divine things, as the fictions of Fancy. 

2. Faith is diſtioguiſh'd from Science, acquired by Study, and from Reaſon, Reaſon 
implics a progreſs trom one degree of Knowledge to another, by c.nſequences drawn 
from the firſt to the ſecond : But Paith aſſents to things upon the account of ſuperiour 
Authority that reveals them, and commands us to believe them. The fame things may 
be the Ovicts of Faith and of Reaſon, but in different reſpeQs : Reaſon may diſcover 
them, by aſcending from effeQs to their cauſes, or deſcending from cauſes to their effeQs: 
Faith receives them as revealed in Scripture ; By Faith we know the Worids were made ; 
which may be proved by clear Reaſon. Ln 

2. The ObjcQs of Faith. The general ObjeCt of Faith is the Word of God ; the ſpe- 
cial, are thoſe DoCtrincs, and Promiſes, and Things, that Reaſon cannot diſcover by its 
own Lizhrt, nor perfeQly underſtand when revealed. The Word of God contains a Nar- 
rative of things paſt, and Prediftions of things to come : The deſtruQion of the old 
World by a deluge of Warters,' and the conſumption of the preſcnt World by a deluge 
of Fire, are Objcas of Faith: But the Unity of the Divine Nature, and the Trinity 
of Divine Perſons, the Incarnation of the Son of God, his Eternal Counſels reſpeQing 
Man's Redemption , wever enter d tnto the Heart of Man to conceive ; but are as far 
above our Thoughts, as the Heavens are above the Earth, and cannot be compre- 
hended. | 


God may be conſidered abſolutely in himſelf, or as revealing himſelf and his Will to 


us. We have ſome knowledge of his Being and Divine Attributes, Wiſdom, Power, 


Goodneſs ia his Works of Creation and Providence ; but we believe in him, as declarin 
his Mind and Will to us in his Word, We may know a Perſon, and his excellent Ver- 
tues Intelle&ual and Moral, but we cannot believe in him without ſome diſcovery of his 
Thoughts and AﬀeCtions to us, | 

3. The motives of Belief are to be conſidered. Divine Faith muſt have a Divine 
Foundation. Faith may be abſolutely true, and relatively falſe. Many believe the 
Doftrine of the Goſpel, upon no other grounds than the 7 nrks believe the Alcoran ; be- 
cauſe "ris the reigning Religion of their Country, and by the impreſſion of Example : 
From hence their Faith is like the Houſe built on the Sand ; and when 4 Storm arilcs, is 
in danger of falling. The firm foundation of Paith is the eſſential ſupreme PerfeQions of 
God + unerring Knowledge, immutable Truth, infinite Goodneſs, almighty Power. 'Tis 
equally impoſſible that he ſhould be deceived or deceive. His infinite Underſtanding is 
the foundation of his perfeQ Veracity. And whatſoever 15 the Object of his Will, is 
the Obje&t of his Power; for to will and to do are the ſame thing in him. 

"Tis true, the knowledge of things by experimental Senſe, is a clearer perception 


The firſt is to ſee the Original, the other is to 
ſee the Copy, that uſually falls ſhort of it. *Tis therefore ſaid, We now ſee in a glaſs 


| darkly : But the Divine Teſtimony in it ſelf has the moſt convincing evidence, above the 


aſſurance we can have by the report of our Senſes, which often deceive us, through the 
indiſpoſition of the Faculty, or the unfitneſs of the medium, or diſtance of the Obje:, 
or the knowledge of things by diſcurſive Ratiocination. The objcRive certainty of 


_. Faith is infallible. We know with the higheſt aſſurance, that God can no more lye, 
_ than he can dye. 'Tis ſaid, Al! things are poſſible with God ; but to lye or dye are not 


poſſiHilitics , but paſſibilities ; not the effeQs of Power, but proceed from Weakneſs. 
We know the ſacred Scriptures are the Word of God, by the ſignatures of his PerfeQi- 
ons, Wiſdom, Holineſs, Goodneſs, Juſtice; and by the Miracles perform'd by the Pen- 
men of them, rhat proved they wcre divinely inſpir'd ; and conſequently infallible in 
what they wrote. 

From hence Faith is often expre[s'd by Knowledge. MNicodemus gives this teſtimony 
of our Saviour, Me know thou art a teacher come from God. We believe and are ſure, thou 
art that Chriſt, the Son of the living God. We know that if the houſe of this earthly taber- 
nacle be diſſolved, we have a building made? without hands , eternal in the Heavens. We 
know that he was manifeſted, that he might take away Sin. We know that when Chriſt ſhall 
ap;ear, we ſhall be like him ; for we ſhall ſee him as he i. | 
| 1 will not iaſiſt upoa the particular ſupernatural DoEtrines revealed in the Goſpel, for 
there is little new to be ſaid upon thoſe Points : If Men with renewed Minds and Hearts 
conſidered the teſtimony of Scripture, there would need no more arguing : But I will 
lay down ſome Conſiderations, that prove Divine Faith to be the reaſonable a& of the 
Humane Underſtanding. 2. Anſwer the Objz&tions alledged to juſtity the disbelict ct 
Divine DoQrines, that we are not able to conceive nor comprehend. 


x, T1 hat 


J piritual Perfeflion. 
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i. That God 1s true, 1s a Principle immediately evident, not dependently upon an an- 
tecedent moi ve, This, by its native irrcfiftible evidence, is beyond all diſpute, and ex- 
empted from all critical Inquiries. There is no Principle written in the Minds of Men 
with clearer CharaQters. *T'was the ſaying of a wiſe Heathen, If God would converſe 
viſibly with Men, he would aſſume Light for a Body, and have Truth for his Soul, God is 
molt jealous of the Honour of his I ruth. : Thou haſt magnified thy word above all thy name. 
Truth is the ſupreme CharaQer of the Deity. The Apoltle builds the aſſurance of Chri- 


ſtians upon the Promiſes, and their ſtrong Conſolation upon this infallible Rock, God 1x4. «, 


that cannot ye. From hence it follows, that in ſupernatural DoQrines, we muſt firſt 
conſider the authority of the Revealer, and then the nature of Doftrines. 

2. God's Juriſdiction extends to our Underſtandings, as well as to our Wills: He rules 
our Underſtandings by light, our Wilis by empire. If God did command us to believe 
only Truths in themſelves evident, our receiving them would not be an undoubted reſpeRt 
to his Authority ; but to believe his teſtimony without the evidence of things, is an 
Obedience worthy of him. And we are equally obliged to believe his teſtimony con- 
ceraing the truth of things, notwithſtanding the reluQtancy of the carnal Mind, and 
their ſeeming repugnance to the natural notions of Reaſon; as: to obey his Precepts, 
notwithſtanding the reluQtancy of the corrupt Will, and the inclinations to forbidden 
things. 

% God never requires our aſflent to ſupernatural things revealed in his Word, but 
affords ſufficient convition. that they are Divine Revelations. When God-deputed any 
by Commiſſion for an extraordinary Work, he always afforded a Light to diſcover the 
Commiſſon was uncounterfeit. Moſes was ſent from God with a Command to Pharaoh 
to releaſe the 1/raelites from their cruel Servitude; and he had the Wonder-working 
Rod, to authoriſe his Commiſſion, and confirm the truth of his Meſſage by Miracles. 
_ The Divinity of the Scripture, the Rule of Faith, ſhines: with that clear and ſtrong 
evidence, that only thoſe whoſe Minds are prevented with a conceit of the impoſſibilicy 


of the Dorines contained 1n-it, and perverted by_their Paſſions, can reſiſt it. Colour'd 


Objects are not diſcern'd more clearly by their Colours, nor Light by its Luſtre, than 
that the Scriptures are of Divine Revelation. - 

Reaſon is an Eſſential Faculty of Man, and by it we are direfted why to Believe, 
and what things are reveal'd as objetts of Faith. To believe, and not to underſtand the 
reaſon of our belief, is to turn Faith into Folly and Extravagance. The Men of S amaria 
were. firſt induced to believe in Chriſt, for the Teſtimony of the woman that told them, 


Come and ſee the man that has told me all that ever I did: but when they heard Chtiſt John 4; 


ſpeak, they ſaid, Now we believe, not for thy words, for we have heard, and know, that he 
is the true Saviour of the World. The Underſtanding is convinc d by reaſon of the Di» 
vinity of the Scriptures: and as a pole ſupports a Vine, but does not give Life and 
Vertue to its Root, ſo Reaſon aſliſts Faith in direCting it to the Scriptures, the Rule 
of it, but Faith in the Myſteries of the Goſpel derives its Life from God the Author of 
them. By Reaſon we diſcover the relation, order, diſtinQtion, and dependance of Re- 
veal'd Truths: and reje& the vain opinions of Men, when propos'd as Divine Oracles ; 
and the fruits of Fancy, that are proposd as Myſteries of Faith. 

4. God reveals himſelf to us in Scripture by Humane Expreſſions, according to our 
Capacity of recciving the Knowledge of Divine things: and we are to underſtand them 
in their apparent-ſenſc, ualeſs the preciſe literal ſeaſe contains an evident ContradiQtion 
to what 1s certainly known by Reaſon, and diſparaging the Divine PerfeQions. The 
ſure Rule of interpreting them, 1s to ſeparate whatever 1s defeQive in them, and apply 


them to God in the higheſt degree of PerfeQtion. We read of the Hands and Eyes of 


God in Scripture, which ſignify the perfeQtion of God's Knowledge and Power : they 
are the Organs by which Men do and know things : but 'tis Infiaitely unworthy of God 
to think that the Divine Operation has need of ſuch Inſtruments. 

Thus the Communicating of the divine Nature from the Father to the Son, is 
expreſs's by Generation, which is the moſt Noble ProduQtion of one Living Creature 
from another, eſpecially of an Intelligent Creature, with all irs properties: but who car 
declare his generation ? We mult not conceive it with the Imperfe&ion of Humane Ge- 
neration, wherein the EffeA is ſeparate from the Cauſe, and ſucceſſive to it. For *cis 


a contradiQtion, that God ſhould beget a Son in his moſt perfe& Image, but he muſt be 


Etcrnal as the Father; otherwiſe, he would be defeQive in the reſemblance of the firſt 
perfeQion of the Deity. All reſemblances of God in Scripture have their diſparity and 
defeats, which muſt be ſeparated from him. But excepting ſuch Caſes, the Word of 
God is to be underſtood in its proper ſenſe. For we muſt ſuppoſe that God ſpeaks to 
us with an intention that we ſhould underſtand him, otherwiſe ic were not Juſt to 
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require us to believe ic: Our Minds could not firmly Aſlent to his Word, but would be 
Boating. between Faith and Doubts. And if God intends we ſhould underſtand his Mean- 
ing, how can we reconcile his Wiſdom with bis Wall, it he does not ſpeak to us in the 
{ime ſenſe as Men do. to one 2nother. | 
5s. Weare obliged to believe ſupernatural DoQrines no farther than they are reveal'd. 
God does not requires our Ailent to an ObjeQ beyond the Merit of it : that is, the degrees 
of its Revelation. We cannot ſee an Obje&t more fully than *tis viſible. The truth of _ 
Evanzelical Mylteries is clearly reveal'd, the manner of them 1s not diſcover'd. To 
attempt the Comprehenſive knowledge of them, is perfe&tly vain: for 'tis Impoſlible, 
Lmpertinent, and of Dangerous Conſequence. | | | 
1. ' Tis Impoſſible. Supernatural 'Cruths cannot be primarily and immediately dif- 
cover'd by Reaſon, but are only known to the Divine Mind, and communicated to - 


. Created Underitandings according to the pleaſure of God. No may hath ſeen God at 


wy time; the only begotten Son, who is in the boſom of the Father, has aeclar'd him. The 
Goſpel is called the Myſtery of Chriſt, the myſtery of God the Father, and of Chriſt. Be- 
caule God and Chrilt is the Author, and Revealer of it. God Contrived in the ſecret 
of his Eternal WiſJom, the deſign of our Redemption, and reveal'd it in his own time: 
"Tis cherefore call'd che Myſtery of his will, *Tis call'd' che Myſtery of Faith ; that 1s, 'tis 
received by Faith. ?Tis call'd the Myſtery of the Kyjngdom of God; conceald from the 
World, and only known in the Church. The ſublime Doctrines of the Goſpel it 1s 
impoſſible for the cleareſt ſpirits of Men to diſcover, without ſpecial Revelation, were 
they as pure as they are corrupt, and as ſincere as they are perverſe. This Word My- 


 ſtery 15 never applied to the Revelation that God has made of his Wiſdom in the 


1 Cor. ”. 2r. 


Framing the World, and in the Effects of his Providence, becauſe ſince the Creation, it 
has been expos'd to the fight of all Reaſonable Creatures. Men were not commanded 
to b:lieve in order to Salvation, till by Experience they were Convinced of the Inſuffici- 
ency of Reaſon to dire them how to be reſtored to the Favour of God. The Apoſtle 
declares, for after that in the wiſdom of God, the world by wiſdom knew not God, it pleaſed 
Goa, by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave them that b:lieve. The DoQtrine of the Trinity 
is purely ſupernatural : for the internal diſtinion of the Perſons 1n the Divine Nature, 
by their incommunicable CharaQters, is only proper to God. The Counſels of the 
Divine Will are above any Created Underſtanding : Who knows the things of a man, but 
the ſpirit of a man? ſo none knows the things of God but the Spirit of God. The Angels 
are {uper1or Spirits to us, and excel us 1n ſublimity and perſpicactty of Underſtanding, 
but they could never know the Decrees of God, though 1n his immediate Preſence, 
but as gradually reveal'd: *tis ſaid of the Myſteries of his Counſels, they deſire to look 
into them. We cannot form a Conception in our Minds, but what takes its riſe from 
{:n{ible things. | - 

2, The attempt is Impertinent : for God has reveal'd thoſe great Myſteries ſufficiently 
for ſaving Faith, though not to ſatisfie raſh Curioſity. There is a knowledge of curio- 
ſity and diſcourſe, and a knowledge of doing and performance. The Art of Navi- 
gation requires a knowledge how to govern a Ship, and what Seas are ſafe, what are 
dangerous by Rocks and Sands, and terrible Tempeſts, that often ſurpriſe thoſe who 
Sail in them : but the knowledge of the Cauſes of the Ebbing -and Flowing of the Sea 
is not neceſſary. To believe ſavingly in Chriſt, we muſt know that he is the Living 
and True God, and True Man, that dyed for our Redemption ; but 'tis not neceſſary 
that we ſhould know the manner of the Union of his two Natures. ?Tis prudent to 
Confine our inquiries to things which are poſſible and profitable to be known. The 
dilcovery of the manner of Divine Myſteries is not ſuitable to the nature of Faith, for 
'tis the evidence of things not ſeen: the obſcurity of the Obje is conſiſtent with the cer- 
tainty of the Aﬀent to it: and tis contrary to the end of Revelation: which is to humble 
us in the modeſt Ignorance of Divine Myſteries which we cangot Comprehend, and to 
enlighten us in thoſe things which are requiſite to be known. ?7 is the Glory of God to 
conceal a matter. He faveth us by the ſubmiſſion of Faith, and not by the penetration 
of Reaſon. The meaneſt Underſtanding, as well as the moſt raiſed, are <qually capable 
of Salvation. The light of Faith is as much below the light of Glory, as 'tis above the 
light of Nature. 

3- Tis of dangerous Conſequence. There is an Hydropic Curioſity, that ſwells 
the Mind with Pride, and is thirſty after the Knowledge of things unſearchable. This 
Curioſity has often been fatal to Faith. *Tis like a man's endeavour to climb up to the 
inacceſſible point of a Rock that is very hazardous, to ſee the Sun in its brightneſs, 


_ which may ſafely be ſeen from the plain Ground. The ſearching into the unſearchable 


things of God's Nature and Decrees, has been the occaſion of many pernicious Errors. 
'Tis 
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'Tis like the ily Moth's fluttering about the burning Light, till its Wings are findg's. 
Bzſide, the affeQing to be Wile above what is written, and to attempt to make {ſuper- 
natural DoCtrines more receivable to Reaſcn by inſufficient Arguments, weakens the 
Authority and Credit of Revelation; the endeavour to make thetn more calily known, 
mal:cs them more hard to be believed. To venture to cxplicate them beyond the Reve- 
lation of them 1n Scripture, is like a man's going out of a Fortreſs wherein he 1s fate, 
into an open Field, and expoſe himſc1t to the aſſaults" of his Enemies. 


2. I will now conſider the ObjeQtions againſt ſupernatural NoQtrines. 


1. ? Tis alledged they are irreconcilable with Reaſon ; and *tis not poſſible for re Un- 
geritancing to believe againſt its own Light and Judgment. In anſwer to this ſpcctous 
O!j-&ion, the following particulars are to be conlider'd. 


1. Senſe, Reaſon and Faith, are the Inſtruments of our obtaining Knowledge. Senſe 
;s previous to Reaſon, and Reaſon prepares rhe way to Faith. By our Senſes we come 
co underſtand natural things, by our Underſtandings we come to believe divine things. 
Reaſon corrects the Errors of Senſe, Faith reforms the Judgment of Reaſon. The 
Stars ſeem but glittering Poin:s ; but Reaſon convinces us they are valt Bodies, by 
meaſuring the diſtance, that leſſens their greatneſs to our ſight. We cannot imagine chat 
there are Men whoſe Feet ate direQly oppoſite to ours, and are in no danger of falling ; 
| bur Reaſon demonſtrates there are Artipodes. *Tis 2s abſurd for Reaſon to reject divine 
reftimony, and violate the ſacred reſpe&t of Faith, as for Senſe to contracidt the cleareſt 
Principles of Reaſon. To deny ſupernatural Truths, becauſe they are above our Coa- 
ception and Capacity, 1s not only againſt Paith, but agaiaſt Reaſon, that acknowledges 
its own 1mperfteQion. 


'Tis true, Reaſon and Faith are emanations from the Father of Lights, and conſe- 


quently there cannot be a real repugnance between them ; for God cannot deny himſelf : 
| Errors are often contrary z- but Truth is always harmonious with Truth : It there 
ſeem to be an oppoſition, it proceeds not from the Light of the reaſonable Mind, but 
from the Darkneſs that encompaſſes it. ?Tis certain, that a Propoſition that contra- 
dicts right Reaſon, the general Light of Nations, that have nothing common between 
them but the Humane Nature, cannot be true: As the DoQrine of Epicurus. That God 
was not to be worſhip'd, becauſe he had no need of our Service ;, and the Popith DoQrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, that imputes ContradiQtions to God. 

We mult diſtinguiſh between things that cannot be diſcovered by Reaſon, nor com- 
prehenlively known when they are revealed, and thoſe that are contrary to Reaſon. In 
Paradiſe Reaſon was an 1nferiour and imperfect Light: A4dam could not perfetly know 
God. He dwells in Light inacceſſible, not only to mortal Eyes, but to the immocrcal 
Angels: They cannot pcnetrate to the centre of his PerfeQtions. The Propoſitions that 
Involve a Contraciction, have the plain charaQers of falſity ; but the DoQrines of the 
Goſp-1, that are incomprehenſible, have the charaQers of ſublimiry. Reaſon cannor 
mealure the extent, nor reach the heighth of the love of Chriſt, that paſſes knowleaze. 
That ſupernatural Dottrines are incomprehenſible now they are reveal'd, is one Argu- 
ment to prove they could never be invented and diſcovered by Men : For that which 
naturally cannot enter into the Mind of Man, cannot naturally proceed out of it. 

2. Since the Fall Reaſon is weaken'd, and its Light 1s clouded. In the narrow and 
low ſphere of natural things, how often is Reaſon miſtaken and loſt in a Labyrinth ? 
There 1s not a Flower, a Fly, a Stone, but is a Myſtery : We cannot fully underſtand 
the vegetation of the one, nor the ſenſation of the other, nor the motion of the other. 
Let us make a tryal of the Light of Reaſon upon our ſelves, and we ſhall diſcover its 
defets. Who can diſcern the vital bands wherewith the Soul and Body are combin'd ? 
By what power does, the Soul repreſent abſent ObjeAs ? Sounds without Noiſe, Co- 
lovrs without Tinctures, Light wichour Clearneſs, Darkneſs without Obſcurity. 
What account can be given of rhe admirable operations of the Soul in Dreams, when 
the Senſes are ſuſpended from working, and the Body ſeems to be a warm Carcaſs. *Tis 
one of thoſe Sztcrets, that Humane Wits labour in vain to explain, how it compoſes 
Diſcourſes ſo juſt and regular, as to the invention and ſtile, which by their imprefſion 
in tie Memory, we know wete not the effets of wild Fancy, but of ſober Jud2ment ; 


Eph. 3. 19, 


and that awake, and iatent, we-could not ſo ſpeedily and orderly frame: 'Tis 2s ſtrange 


as that an Artificcr ſhould work more exaQly with his Eycs cover'd, than ſeeing ; that 
a Painter ſhould draw a Pace better in the dark, than in open day-lipht. That Man 
were totally deſerted of Reaſon, who not being able to ſee things that are bur a juit 
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diſtance from his Eyes, would not acknowledge that things diltant from him the EXLent 
of the Horizon, are beyond his ſight. We are finite Beings ; there is ſome proportion 
04 intelefun berween our Minds and our Natures : If we cannot underſtand our [clves, what folly 
Dumos isit to preſume that we know God? Canſt thou by ſearching find out God f Canit thou 
ws ow find our the Almighty unto Perfeftion ? 1t is high as Heaven, what canſt thou ao? Deeper 
er vult c4pe* than Fell, what canſt thou know 2 The meaſure is longer than the Earth, and broader than 
pena '#'* the Sea, Whocan unfold the Divine Attributes? They are not confuled 10 their unity, 
7m. nor divided in number ; they are not ſcparable qualities, but his Effence : He is noc 
Job 11-73,9- galy wiſe, but Wiſdom ; not only lives, but is Lite. We cannot ſpeak of fome Ar- 
tributes without diſtinRtion, Wiſdom and Power ; nor of others, without a ſceming 
oppolicion, Juſtice and Mercy ; yet they are the fame Divine Nature, and cannot be 
{cparate but in our thoughts. He is Eternal without ſucceſhon ; with him there is no paſt, 
ard to come : He ſees all things with one view ; not only Events that proceed from the 
conſtraint of natural and neceſſary Cauſes, bur that depend upon Cauſes varioutly free 
and arbitrary. This Kyowledge is too wonderful for 5. To believe no more than we can 
bifuitwinmen. Underſtand, proceeds from the ignorance of God's Nature, and our own : For the Divine 
" ſs, & jol//% Nature is truly infinite, and our Minds are narrow and fioite. - 

7 3. The Human Underſtanding in our laps'd ſtate, 1s dark and defiled, weakened and 
bis vivo, »:4us Viciated. Of this we have innumerable Inſtances. Although the Deity be fo illuſtri- 
gp gy?  oully viſible in the Creation, yet even the wiſe Heathen repreſented him in ſuch a de- 
2s a oree of Deformity, as is highly blaſphemous. They could not conceive his Intiniteneſs, 
utimamw, ci hy made every Attribute a God. They transformed the Glory of the immortal God, 
rms into the likeneſs of an earthly dying Man. And the Papilts transform a mortal Man 
M. Felix. 1ato the likeneſs of the great God. They attribute to the Pope a Power of contradicting 
the Divine Laws: For though God, in the Second Commandment, ſo triftly forbids 
| the worſhip of Images, and has annex'd to the prohibition the moſt terrible Threatning, 
of wifiring the Iniquity of the Fathers upon their Children, to the third ana fourth Gexera- 
tion ; yet in defiance of the Majeſty of the Lawgiver, the Pope commands all his ado- 
rers to worſhip the Images of the dead Saints : He arrogates a Power to diſpenſe with 

Oaths, the moſt ſacred bands of Human Society, and thereby authorizes Perjury. 

4. Though Reaſon is not able to conceive and comprehend ſupernatural Myſteries, yet 
it can never demonſtrate that they cannot be. Who can prove by irreſiſtible evidence, 
that God, who is an infinite Good, cannot by an infinite communication of himſelf be 
in diſtin Subliſtencies ? *Tis true, our Reaſon may find unaccountable difficulties, that 
One ſhould be Three in the Subſiſtence of Perſons ; and Three, One in Nature : Bur there 
can be no proof that 'tis impoſſible, without the perf:& underſtanding the Nature of 
God. The Incarnation of the Son of God, is matter of aſtoniſhment, that two Na- 
tures ſo diferent and immenſely diſtant, as Finite and Infinite, Mortal and Immortal, 
ſhould be ſo intimately and inſeparably united in one Perſon, without confuſion of their 
Properties : But we have the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to believe, that God knows his own Na- 
rure, and is to be believed upon his own Teſtimony. If the matter of his teſtimony 
be inconceivably great, we muſt exalt Faith, and depreſs Reaſon, If we will believe 
the Word of God no farther than 'tis comprehenſible by our Reaſon, we infinitely di: 
parage him : For this is no more than the credit we give to a ſuſpeQed witneſs. 

5. The Doctrine of the Trinity and Incarnation have a clear connexion with other 
Fruttzs, that right Reaſon comprehends and receives without reluQancy., That Men 
tranſgreſs the Laws of God, natural Conſcience is their accuſer, an eſſential Faculty of 
the Human Nature, that can neither dye with them, nor without them : That every 
910 needs Pardon, is molt evident : That God is juſt, is known by the general Light of 
Reaſon 1n all Men: Thar 'tis becoming God to pardon Sin in a way honourable to his 
Juſtice, is as certain : Now the fatisfaQtion of Divine Juſtice requires the enduring the 
uniſhment ordain'd by the Law, and equal to the guilt of Sin. The guilt of Sin ri- 
les from the Majeſty of the Lawgiver, who is diſhonoured by it, and the fatisfaQtion 
mult be by a Perſon of equal dignity, and conſ:quently only God can make ſatisfaQion. 
Now Reaſon dittates, that he that ſatisfies, and he that receives ſatisfation, muſt be 
diltinguiſh'd : For 'tis not reaſonable that the ſame Perſon be the Judge and the Crimi- 
nal; therefore there muſt be two diſtin& Perſons in the Deity : From hence the Reaſon 
of the Incarnation 1s evident ; for the Deity is incapable of Suffering, and it was ne- 
celſary that the dignity of the Divine Nature ſhould give value to the Sufferings, Tt 
was therefo:e requiſite that the Deity ſhould aſſume our Nature capable of Suffering , 
and the Salvation of the World ſhould reſult from their conjun&ion. This Doftige is 
very honourable to God, and beneficial and comfortable to Man ; which are the conſpi- 
cuous Characters, and (trongeſt Evidence of a DoQtrine truly Divine : This maintains 
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he Royalty of God, and the Rights of Juſtice ; this ſecures our Pardoa and Peace, and 
removes all the difficulties and doubts that are apt to riſe in the Minds of Men, Whe- 
ther God, infinitely provok'd by our rebellious Sins, will be reconcil'd to us? *Tis our 
duty to admire the mylterious DoQrines of the Goſpel, which we do underſtand, and 
1 adore thoſe we do not. We may obſerve the ſame connexion in Errors as in Divine 
Truths; for they who rob our Saviour of his Natural Glory, his Eternal Deity, vilify 
and disbelieve the value and vertue of his Prieſtly Office, by which our Pardon is ob- 
tained. In ſhort, the Fabrick of our Salvation is built on the contrivance and conſent 
of the Divine Perſons, and the concurrence and concord. of the Divine Attributes. 

6. The belief of ſupernatural things may be confirm'd by compariſons and examples 
of things in Nature ; for they prove and perſwade that a thing may be. Our Saviour, 
co cure the Infidelity of the Phariſees, tells them, Ye err, not knowing the Scripture, and 
the Power of God. In the Book of Scripture we read the declaration of God's Will; in 
che Book of Nature we ſee the effets of his Power. The Apoſtle ſays, The weakneſs of 
| God 1s ſtronger than Men. The expreſſion is ſtrange to a wonder ; for it ſeems ro 
attribute a defet to God : But he ſpeaks in that manner, to declare with empha- 
ſis, that God is always equal to himſelf, and has no need to (train his Power to over- 
come the ſtrongeſt oppoſition. The ſame Apoſtle argues againſt Infidels, that ſay, 
How are the dead raiſed up? And with what Bodies do they come? Thou fool, that which 
thou ſoweſt is not quickned except it dye; and that which thou ſoweſt, thou ſoweſt not Fant La * 
that body that ſhall be, but bare grain ; it may chance of Wheat , or ſome other prain ; naturam magi- 
but God giveth it a Body as pleafeth him. If our Eyes are witneſſes of ſuch an {79% {m1 
admirable ReſurreQion in Nature, which our Underſtandings cannot comprehend, ',», ch were 
ſhall ir not confirm our Belief of the Reſurrection of the Body, the Wonder of Grace, 5:4 prophe- 
whea 'tis promiſed by God the Author of both. All difficulties vaniſh before infinite * ©? -._of 
Power. St. Paul declares, I know in whom I have believed, that ht is able to keep that T , Tim 1. 
| have committed to him till that day. We are aſflurd the Lord will change our vile bodies 
into the likeneſs of his glorious Body, by the power whereby he can ſubdue all things to himſelf. 

The belief of the Reſurrection is drawn from the cleareſt ſprings of Nature and Scrip- 
ture. | 

7. 'Tis a prudent foundation of judging things attended with difficulties, to compare 
the difficulties, and to determine our judgment for that which has leaſt. Now *tis cer- 
rainly much more ſuitable to the reaſonable Mind to acknowledge, that things may be 
true which we are not able to conceive and comprehend, than to deny the natural and 
proper ſenſe of many clear and expreſs Texts of Scripture, that declare thoſe things. 
And by this we may judge of the Glofſes of Socinw, and his followers, who without 
reverence of the Majeſty of God, and the ſincerity of his Word, rack the Scriptures to 
make them ſpeak what they do not, and uſe all Arts to ſilence them in what they do 
reveal. Unhappy men ! that affe( to be eſteem'd Ingenious and Subtil, to the extreme 
hazard of their own Salvation. How much ſafer, and more eaſy is it to believe the 
plain ſenſe of the Scriptures, than the turns and ſhifts that are invented to elude it, and 
extricate Heretical Perſons out of the difficulties that attend their Opinions ? 

I ſhall add, The DoQtrine of the Trinity 1s ſo expreſly ſet down in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
that 'tis impoſſible the Son of God, who is Infinite and Eternal Love, who gave himſelf 
for our Redemption, ſhould have declar'd it, and engag'd his Diſciples in all Ages and 
Places in an Error of ſuch dreadful Conſequence, as the Worſhipping thoſe who are not 
God. 

2. *Tis alledged, That if a Perſon ſincerely ſearches into the Scripture, and cannot 
be convinc'd that the ſupernatural DoQtrines of the Trinity, and others depending upon 
it are contain'd in them, he ſhall not be Condemn'd by the Righteous Judge of the 
World for involuntary and ſpeculative Errors. 


To this I anſwer, - 


1. This pretence has deceiv'd many who were guilty of damnable Hereſies, and there 
is great reaſon to fear deceives Men ſtill. The heart « deceitful above all things, and moſt 
deceitful to it fel, Who can fay that neither Intereſt nor Paſſion, neither Hope nor Fear, 
neither Anger nor Ambition, have 1nterven'd in his Inquiry after Truth, but he has 
preferr*d the knowledge of Divine Truths before all Temporal ReſpeAs, and yet he 
cannot believe what the Scripture reveals of the Nature of God, and the economy of 
our Salvation : let this Imaginary Man produce his Plea, for I believe there was never 
any ſuch. There are many that make Reaſon the Soveraign Rule of Faith, and deter- 
mine ſuch things cannot be true, becauſe they cannot underſtand how they can be true. 
Prodigious Inference ! the moſt abſurd of all Errors, that makes the narrow Mind of 
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1:n the meaſure of all things. This 1s the proper Principle of that horrible Compo- 
Grion of Herelies and execrable Impieties , which ſo many that are Chriſtians in Pro- 
{-(ſion, but Antichriſtians in Belief, boldly Publiſh. They will chule to Err in matters 
of Infinite Importance, rather than Confels their Ignorance. And which is aſloniſEing, 
they will readily acknowledge the defctivencſs of Reaſon with reſpect to the under- 
landing of themſelves ; but infolcotly arrogate, a right to determine things in the 
Nature of God. 

?Tis true, Ignorance the more invincible, 1s the more excuſable : but when the Error 
of the Mind is from the vicious Will, both the Error and the Caule of it are ſintu} and 
inexcu{ible. Whea the corrupt Will has an Influence upon the Underſtanding, and the 
4ind is tain'd with ſome Carnal Luſt, whena Temptation diverts it from a lerious an 
{incere conlidering the Reaſons that ſhould induce us to believe Divine Dottrines, their 
Unbclict will be juſtly puniſhd. The Scripture declares, that an evil heart tis the cavſe 
of uxbelicf : Pride, and obſtinacy of Mind, and Carnal Luſts, are the Cauſe that {o 
inany renounce thoſe Eternal Truths by which they ſhould be ſaved. 


2. *Tis alleJged, That ſpeculative Errors cannot be Damnable. 
To. this I an{wer, 


1. The Underſtanding of Man in his Original State, was Light 1n the Lord, and 

regular in its direQions, now ?tis dark and diforder'd : and in the points of Religion 
that arc reveal'd, any Error induces guilt, and if obſtinately defended expolcs to Judg- 
ment. Some Truths are- written becauſe neceflary to be believed , others are to be. 
believed becauſe wruten, 
\ 2. According to the quality of the Truths reveal'd in Scripture, ſuch is the hurtful- 
neſs of the Errors that are oppolite to them. Some Truths are neceſſary, others proti- 
table : ſume Errors are direQly oppoſite to the Saving Truths of the Goſpel, others by 
Conſequence undermine them. Thoſe who deny the Lord that bought them, are pulty of 
damnable Hereſies, capital Errors, not boldins the head. 7 | 

3. The Dcatrine of the Trinity is not a mere ſpeculative Truth, nor the denyal of 
it a ſpeculative Error ; the Trinity is not only an Obje& of Faith, but of Worſhip. 
In Baptiſm, we are dedicated to the Sacred Trinity, 7 the Name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, which clearly proves they are of the ſame Authority and Power, and 
conſequently of the fame Nature; for *tis impoſſible to Conceive of three Infinite 
B:inzs, for by neceſſity one would limit another. The Apoſtle declares, Wirbout Con- 
troverſie great is the myſtery of Goalineſs, God manifeſt in the fleſh : The Nature and End 
of this Divine Myltery, 1s to form the ſpirits of Man to believe, and love, and obey 
God. For 1n 1t there is the cleareſt Revelation of God's admirable Love to Men, of 
his unſpotted Holineſs, his incorruptible Juſtice, the great Motives of Religion. - In 
that Viviae DoQtrine we have the molt raviſhing Image of Piety and Vertue, the moſt 
becoming, the Nature of God to give, and of Man to receive. 

Briefly; God Commands us to believe in his Son ; without Faith in him we are un- 
capable of Redemption by him. When Chriſt perform'd Miraculous Cures, he requir'd 
of the Perſons whether they did believe in his Divine Power, and what he declar'd him- 
{cf robe. Elzting Mercy ordains the Means and the End: The Apoſtle gives thanks” 


. to God, becauſe he has choſen the Theſſalonians to Salvation, through Saniificati-n of the 
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Spirit, and the belief of the Truth. Holinels and Faith in the Doctrine of the Goſpel, 
are indiſpenlable qualitications in the Learn'd and Ignorant, that would be ſaved by the 
Son of God. *LIis a high Contempt of the Truth and Goodneſs of God, not to yield 
a firm Alſent to what he hes reveal'd concerning our Salvation by his Incarnate Son. 
He that believes not the Record. that God hath given of his Son, makes God a Liar. 
This infinitely provokes him, and inflames his Indignation. To diſ-believe the Teſti- 
mony that Jeſus Chritt has given of the Divinity of his Perſon and Do&trine, is to del- 
piſe hiia it robs him of his Eſſential and his acquir'd Glory by the work of our Re- 
demption. I here can be co true Love of God without the true knowledge of him, as 
he is reveal'd not only in his Works, but in his Word. Our Saviour, whois the Way, 
the Truth, ind the Life, has declar'd, when he gave Commiſſion to his Apoſtles to 
preach tae Golpel to the World, whoever believes and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, whoever 
beiieves not ſhillbe dimned. We cannot make Laws to be the Rule of God's Judgment, 
bur mutt receive them. However ſome may flatter Erring Perſons 1n their Security, 
ic will b{ foul in the great Day, tnat Intidelity in the Light of the glorious Goſpel, 
will have no Excuſe betore God. | 

The 
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The Doftrine of the Goſpel is like the Pillar of Cloud and of Fire, that was dark- 
nels to the Egyprians, but inlightned the 1/raelites in their Paſſage out of Egypt : 'tis 
conceal d from the Proud, and reveal'd to the Humble. The Humane Mind is impe- 
rious and turbulent, and averſe from ſubmitting to God's Authority, who Commands 
the Wiſe and moſt Underſtanding to yield full Aſſent to his Word, as the meaneſt 
Capacities. The Natural Man receivs not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
fooliſhneſs to him, neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern'd. There 
is no proportion between the Faculty and the Objet. You -may as well ſee an Angel 
by the Light of a Candle, as ſee the great Myſteries of the Goſpel by the Natural 
Mind, their reality, beauty, and excellency, ſo as favingly to believe them. Faith & Eph. i. r7, 
the Fruit of the Spirit : who 1s ſtild the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, who diſco- 
vers the Object, and inlightens the Mind to ſee it, and by free preventing-Grace in- 
clines the Will to imbrace it. The Holy Spirit alone can pull down ſtrong holds, and caſt t Cox. 1%, 
down Imazinations, and every high thing that exalts it ſelf againſt the knowledge of God, 
an! bring into Captivity every thought to the obedience of Chriſt. The Spirit OVETcames 
tae Pride of the Natural Underſtanding by the Authority of the Revealer, and inlight- 
ens the Ignorance of it by the Infallible Revelation. Violence, and Temporal ReſpeRs, 
may by Terrors and Allurements make Men Hypocrites, but cannot make them ſincere 
Believers: there will be a Form of Religion without, and Atheiſm within. *Tis ſpecial 
Grace inſpires the Ele& of God with Light to ſee Spiritual things, and requires ſbecial 
Thanktulnels. 

Let us Humbly pray to the Father of Mercies, and of Lights, that he would reveal 
the Myſteries of his Kingdom to the Minds of Men. If the Goſpel be hid, *tis hid to 2 Cor, 4. 3,4. 
thoſe that are loſt, in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them who 
believe not, leſt the light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image of God, ſhould 
ſ[bine into them. SPIES : | 


CHAP. VII. 


—— 


The Power of Faith, to overcome all that is oppoſite to our Salvation. A ſpeculative Aſſent 
to Supernatural Truths, is not Saving. The Efficacy of Faith againſt the Temptations of 
the World, proceeds from the Nature of its Objedts, and the degrees of _ and the 
frequent application of them to our Hearts. There is an incomparable difference between 
the good and evil things that are preſent, and thoſe that are future. The Evidence and 
Importance of future good things , and our intereſt in them, fixes our Aſſent, and 
makes it effectual. TJuſtifying Faith conſider'd in its Nature and Purifying Virtae. Faith 
in the diſpoſals of Divine Providence, is a Fundamental Principle from whence man 
Pradtica! Conſequences are derived, The Heathens had very diſparaging Conceits of God's 
Providence. The Scripture declares that nothing happens without the Knowledge, the 
Will, either permilſive or approving, ana the Ordering-Providence of God, This is very 
influential to the Lives of Men. : 


4, © Will now Conſider the Power and Efficacy of Faith, to overcome all that is op« 
polite to our Salvation. Oo 

I ſhall premiſe, there is a common deluſion that has a peraicious Influence into the 
Minds and Lives of many, That thoſe are true Believers, who yield a dry and barren 
Aſent to the Myſteries of the Goſpel, without the praQtical Belief of them. They do 
not foment and authoriſe doubts by the pretence of Reaſon, nor excite revolts in their 
Minds, and entertain Objettions againſt ſupernatural Truths; but they never felt the 
ſpirit and power of Faith in raiſing them above the low deſcents of Carnal Minds, and 
ſetting their AﬀeQtions on things above. The Love of the preſent World, like a ſtu» 
pifying Wine, cauſes in them a forgetfulneſs of Heaven, and that which is the moſt 
dangerous Idolatry in the ſight of God, is ſeated in their Hearts. The underſtanding 
ſubmits to divine Revelation, but the Will is Rebellious againſt the divine Commands. 
They believe what is neceſſary to believe, but not what 1s neceſſary to do. They are 
ſatisfied with a ſpeculative Faith, that coſts nothing, and will go with them to Hell, 
for the Devils believe ſupernatural Truths. They are rich in the Notions of Faith, 
but poor in the Precepts of Obedience. Now in the Language of Scripture, ſaving 
Faith and knowledge of divine thipgs are produRtive of ſuch AﬀeRions and ARions 


as 
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as are correſpondent to the Nature of the things believed. It the Head be inlightned, 
and the Heart in Darkneſs, if one profeſſes never ſo fully his Afﬀent and Adherence to 
all the Articles of Faith , and the Beams of Paith are not viſible in his Converſation, 
t John 2.4. he is an Infidel. He that ſays, I know Chriſt, or which 1s Equivalent, believe in him, 
and keeps not his Commandments, is a_ liar, and the truth is not in him. Every habitual 
Sinner is an Unbeliever. Unteigned Faith receives the Word of God IN all its parts, 
Dofrines, Commands, Promiſes ; not only as Infallibly true, but Superlatively good and 
precious, and intirely embraces them, with a deſpiling of all things that may come in 
Competition with them , and exprelles the elteem and love of them 1n the practiſe. 
The two inſeparable properties of Saving Faith are, 'tis Humble and Submiſhve to di- 

vine Revelation, *cis Duriful.and Obedient to divine Precepts. | 
This being premis'd, I will conſider the power of Faith, proceeding 1. From the 
Nature of the Obje&s upon which ?cis exercis'd, 2. From the degrees of its Aſſent and 
Adherence to them. 3. From the ſerious and frequent Application of the Objetts to 
our Heart, ' 
rt. From the Nature of the ObjeAs upon which ?tis exercis'd ; now between them, _ 
and the moſt enticing good things, and the moſt fearful evil in this preſent ſtate, there 
t Joh.z, is an incomparable difference. The Apoſtle tells us, This is the vittory that overcomes 
the World, even our Faith. VNi&ory ſuppoſes a Fight, and a Fight ſuppoſes an Enemy : 
The Enemy is declar'd, the World, including the Men of the World, and the things 
of it. This Enemy is in Combination with the Devil and the Fleſh. He is ſtil'd the 
Prince of this World, that manages the Temptations of it for the ruine of Souls. He 
tries his poiſons according to the diſpoſitions 'of Men, 1n hopes of working in them. 
He preſents to fome a charming Cup, to intoxicate them with the pleaſures of Sin: he 
tempts others with things of Luſtre, with Titles of Honour and Dignity, that dazle 
their Minds, that they cannot give a true and fate judgment of things : he allures others 
with Riches. And as heat is doubled by reflection, ſo he enforces his temprations, 
from the prevalency of theſe motives upon Mea in all places and times. If theſe Me- 
thods are unſucceſsful to turn Men from God, he tries to. make terrible Impreſſions 


Faith is the vitorious Principle that defeats all his deſigns, and overcomes all his 
ſtrength, In Mechanical Operations, we judge by the force of the Mover, how eaſily 
a weight will be moved. Thus when Eternal Realities are by Faith put into the Scales 
againſt . Temporal Vanities, they infinitely outweigh them. The Apoſtle makes a 
2 Cor. 4 Judicious compariſon ; Our light Afiittions that are but for a moment, work out for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory. He extreamly vilifies things preſent, and 
magnihes things future. Al] that is pleaſant or painful here is but for a moment, and 
in true value is infinitely inferior to the good things, and the evil ro come. T7 count, 
ſaith the Apoltle, the Aflitions of the preſent time are not to be compared with the Glory 
that ſhall be revealed : And lince the impreſſions of Pain are incomparably ſtronger, and 
more affeting Humane Nature than impreſſions of Pleaſure ; one ſharp Pain deads the 
ſenſitive Faculties to the moſt vehement Pleaſures. We are aſſured by irreſiſtible evi- 
dence, that the Happineſs of this World is in true value infinitely inferior to the Hap- 
pineſs of the next. The moſt pleaſant things here cannot ſatisfhe the narrow Faculties 
of Senſe: The Eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, wor the Ear with hearing ; but the Favour 
5 wy and the bleſſed effetts of it, paſs all Underſtanding, our moſt comprehenſive 
aculty. | 

There is more Shadow than Light in our brighteſt Condition; more Gall than Honey 
in our ſweeteſt Fruitions; But ſuppoſe the appearance of worldly Happineſs, gilded with 
ſpecious tinEtures, were truly great and goodly, joyful and ſatisfying, according to the 
Fancies of Carnal Men, yet the Price would extreamly fall, by conſidering they are of 
no longer continuance than the flight and expiring Breath of our preſent Life. The 
Glory of this World is like a flaſh of Lightning in its appearing and vaniſhing. The 
longeſt Line of Time, from its firſt riſe to ics laſt period, is but a point to Eternity. 
Now that Happineſs which is fading, is not true Happineſs in its own Nature, nor 
correſpondent to our reaſonable Deſires : For the apprehenſion of 1ts approaching end, 
will imbitter the reliſh of the preſent enjoyment. 

But the Happineſs of the next Life is douþly infinite, in the degrees and duration. 
The leaſt part of that Happineſs is a perfe& freedom from any touch or ſhadow of 
Evil. Humane Language has not words worthy or fully ſignificant to deſcribe it. 
God, who is an infinite Good and Goodneſs, communicates himſelf to the immortal 
Soul, according to its utmoſt Capacity and Deſires. It {eems impoſſible for Men to 
offer ſuch violence to their VUnderftandings, as calmly conſidering, and in cold blood, 

to 


upon the Minds of Men by aflitting Evils, by the rage of the perverſe World. Now 
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to prefer the Pathicn of this Vorld that paſſes away, before the perteQ and unchangeable 
Happinets 10 the next World. | | 

2. According to the degrees of our affent to future eternal things, ſuch is their vito- 
rious P2Wer In our Souls, The objeQtive efficacy of things is not from their exiſtence, 
but trom their evidence to our Minds. Now according as our Apprehenſions are more 
clear, and our belief more ſtedfalt of things future, ſuch imprefſions are made cither of 
error or defire in our Breaſts.” The Apoſtle defines Faith to be, The ſubſtance of thines 
hoped for, the evidence of things not ſcen. It repreſents things furure and dittant, as 
preſent and in our aQtual poſſeition. A ſuperficial fluQuating belief of the good or evil 
c11119s in the next itace, 1s of no force to encounter preſent Temptations, and vanquilh 
the Carnal AteCtions. The report of the Senſes concerning things preſent, will pre- 
ponderate the Authority of God's Word, that declares things future 1atinitely to exceed 
them. All Fire has Hear, bur not ſtrong enough ro melt down Gold and Silver, There 
is an aſſent in every degree of Faith, but not able to overcome the World. A radicated 
firm belief of the infallible Truth, the tranſcendeat Goodneſs, and our ſure right in 
Heavenly thinzs, will cauſe all the falſe colours of this World, the ſhadows in maſque- 
rade, to diſappear. 

The evidence and importance of things, fixes our Reſolutions to adhere to them. The 
Son of a King, and Reir of a Kingdom, will invincibly afſert the truth of his Relation 
and Title. A lincere believer of the Heavenly Glory, and his Eternal Intereſt 10 it, 
will live in that Faith, and dye in it 3 and dye for it, if neceſſity require. The belief 
of it has a vital taſte, a Joy ſincere and ſweet, that makes the pleaſant temptations of 
the World nauſeous. As Faith is the foundation and baſis of Hope, ('tis the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for ) fo Hops 1s reciprocally as a ſtrong Pillar that eſtabliſhes the balis 
upon which *tis fix'd: For one voluntarily and ſtedfaſtly belizves that which 15 for his 
ailvantage and comfort, The ſerious beliet of the prepared Plagues for thoſe who are 
unfaithful to God, and their Souls hereafrer, will make all the Evils threatned and 1a- 
fliced upon the godly here, to be contemptible. If we are ſurrounded with an army 
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of Evils, let Faith draw forth the Powers of the World to come, we ſhall be more than 


Conquerors. There are many Temptations we cannot avoid ; there are none but we 
may vanquiſh by the Power of Faith. The Fear of God, like Aarox's Rod turned in- 
to a Serpent, that ſwallowed up the Rods of the Magicians, will over-rule the Fear of 
Men, and make thoſe Evils that to naked Nature are invincible, cafily endur'd. This 
15 evident from the Courage and Conſtancy of the Martyrs, who deſpiſed the proudelt 


Tyrants upon their Thrones, and the moſt cruel Executioners upon the Scaffold: The 
efetts of Faich in the time of its triumph. If the fame Objeas have not the ſame - 


cfficacy in the Minds of Men, 'tis for want of Faith. It Faith declines, we ſhall faint 
and dye away. Peter walk'd on the Sea while he relied on the Word of Chriſt, but 
when a blaſt of Wind ſtook his Faith, he preſently ſunk. The Apoſtles doubted of 
Chrilt's Power, when a Storm fell upon the Ship ; Qur Saviour firſt rebuk'd their Fear, 
before he laid the Storm, ( Why are ye afraid, O ye of little Faith?) as a danger more 
near, and of worſe Conſequence, 

Let us try the ſingular efficacy of Faith, by exerciſing of it upon eternal Objeds : 
Ler our Faith repreſent to us 1n as lively a manner the eternal Judgment, as Enoch 
had a proſpett of it; Behold the Lord comes with ten thouſand of his Saints, to judge all 
the ungodly : Let Faith dire&t its view to him, rending the Heavens, and coming in his 
own Glory, as tne Son of God; and 7 his Father's Glory, as conſtituted by him to be 
Judge of the World ; axd in the Glory of the mighty Angels, his Attendants : Let Faith 
contemplate the Judge upon a white Throne, the Emblem of his Holineſs, whom none 
can ſurprize or reſiſt : Let Faith make that day as preſent, when there will be no place 
for Repentance ; when the Fountain of Mercy to Sinners will be ſcaled for ever ; when 
the Books of Eternal Life and Death ſhall be opened, and all Men ſhall receive an ir- 
revocable Judgment ; a Judgment fo fearful, that Sinners how great and terrible ſoever 
they were in this World to others, ſhall call ro the Mountains to fall on them, and the 
Hills to cover them, from the Wrath of the Lamb : For his day is come. A Judgment 
ſo {trift, that the Righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved. Now what impreſſions of torment- 
ing Fear, or reviving Hopes, will the ſtrong Belief of the Eternal Judgment, and the 
Conſequences of it, make in us, when Heaven and Hel! ſhall divide all Men, accord- 
Ing a; we are prepared or unprepared for the Tryal of that deciding Day ? How will 
It make us circumſpect and cautious to avoid Evil, ative and ardent in doing Good? 
for every thing muſt be brought ia Judgment, How ambitious and diligent to be ac- 
cepted of our Jucge * Let faith open a Window into Heaven, and repreſent the Saints 
13 their Sun-lifke Brightneſs, their Glory and Joy, and triumphant Felicity in the Erernal 
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Kinodom, where God is all in al. How will the believing view of this, rectifie our 
- . . . 

Minds, and convince us that nothing deſerves our high Eſteem and Love, but the Favour 
and Fruition of the bleſſed God ? 


% 


Let Faith open the fatal Gates of Hell, that are ever ſhut upon the Damned, and 
diſcover the Scenes of Woe, the Sights of Horror, the tormenting Paſhons of Repro- 
bates, their deſperate Sorrow for the loſs of Heaven, and fierce indignation that others 
enjoy it ; both which are implied in their weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of Teeth. 
How powerful will this repreſentation be, to keep us in awe and order, to controll the 
Lufts, and Licentiouſneſs of Carnal Appetites? How would this double Viltion make us 
eſtzem all the good things here 2s vile as Drols, and all the evil as light as Feathers, in 
compariſon of erernal things? How would this inſpire us with reſolutions to take Hea- 
ven by violence. and to fly from the Wrath to come ? | 

;. The Efficacy of Faith proceeds from the ſerious and frequent Application of Eternal 
Objes to our Minds and Hearts, All that are Chriſtians in Profeſſion, prefer in the 
Idea and Speculation Eternal Things before Temporal ; but in Practice. and Choice, the 
moſt prefer Temporal before Eternal. Preſent and ſenſible things ſtrongly afteca the 
Carnal Facultics, and excite the Natural Inclinations that were dormant in the abſence 
of elluring Obje&s ; bur when awaken'd, they diſtraQ and ſcatter the Mind trom a juſt 
comparing of things preſent and things future ; and the Will applies the Thoughts to 
what is delightful to the Carnal part, and the Application determines the choice. The 
interpoſition of Earthly things, eclipſe the Light of Faith, and weakens the reflections of 
that Light upon the Mind : A ſirong Temptation defaces the impreſſion of things 
future, though infinitely great ; and conſequently the Paſſions prevail, and Faith is van- 
quiſh'd. What Man that has Heaven and Hell in his view, and conſiders that the Day 
of Death and Judgment are equally uncertain as to the fixd time, and equally certain as 
co the event ; and that this ſhort Life muſt iſſue either into rivers of Pleaſure for ever, 
or into an abyſs of endleſs Miſery, can be doubtful a moment, what co chuſe, and what 
to avoid? Yet tis evident, that vaſt Numbers of Men that are between two Eterni- 
ties, are indifferent and unconcerned, into which their Lot ſhall be determined. The 
inchanting World darkens the remembrance, and damps the defire of Heaven, and cx- 
tinguiſhes the fear of Hell. Tranſient Thoughts of future things cannot excite and 1in- 
fluence the AﬀeRions, nor regulate the Will and ACtions, according as the moment of 
them requires. Moſes deſpiſed the Pomp and Pleaſures of the Egyptian Court, and choſe 


_ AfMidQtions with the People of God, becauſe he had an intent and fix'd Ee upon the future 
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Reward. Paul had a Heavenly Viſion, the Idea of which was always bright in his Me- 
mory, and a Heavenly Converſation. Now' Faith ſupplies the want of Viſion; and if 
its aQts are not interrupted by Earthly Objects deadneſs, will continually inſpire us with 
ſuitable affeQions to eternal things. Above all other means ler us fly to Prayer, that the 
Holy Spirit, by his illuminating guidance, would dire& our Minds, and aCtuate our Faith : 
We have received the Spirit, that we may know the things given us of God : T hat the Spi-” 
rit would be our Remembrancer, and ſtrongly impreſs eternal things upon us: Without 
his Influence our Conſideration will be cold and ineffeQual. 

2. There is a Juſtifying-Paith. 'The Apoſtle declares, Being juſtified by Faith, we have 
Peace with God. This 1s very clearly open'd in the Goſpel; yer there have been lately 
publiſh'd ſome Contentious Writings about it, mix'd with ſuch Railleries and Contume- 
lies, that have opened a Scandalous Scene, and expoſed Religion to the Derifion of Li- 
bertines, and profane Spirits, and affeQted the Godly with forrowful impreſſions, and 
with earneſt longings after the Kingdoms of Light and Love, where Ignorance and Strife 
are aboliſh'd for ever. Injurious Language convinces none, but renders the Minds of 
Men more averſe from InſtruQtion : We are not likely to diſcover the Truth in a miſt 
of Paſſion ; but when Truth is calmly convey'd, the Mind is more attentive to receive 
it, and its convincing and perſwaſive Power infinvates into us. Chriſtian Love would 
leſſen the number, and allay the heat of our Controverſies. 


I have diſcours'd elſewhere concerning Juſtifying-Faith , and ſhall now very briefly 
glance at ſome things, wherein its Nature and purifying Vertue conliſts. 
Tuſtification 1s an At of God as ſupreme Judge, inveſted with the Relation of a Fa- 


| ther, wherein his Majeſty and Mercy are equally illuſtrious, in pardoning our Sins, and 


1 John 12. 
ANS £. 31. 


conferring upon vs a right to Eternal Life, for the SatisfaQtion and Merits of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs imputed to us, and received by Faith. Faith is the Condition that qua- 
lifes us to have Pardon applied to us; and its Nature conſiſts 1n receiving Chriſt upon 
the terms of the Goſpel ; that is, our unfeigned accepting him as our Prince and Saviour, 
and intire reliance upon him. The general belief of rhe Goſpel is not Juſtifying: Faith ; 

but 
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but our regular truſt in the pardoning Grace of God, neceſſarily includes our performing 
the Condition of the Promife ; that 1s, a reliance on Chriſt, join'd with a ſincere reſclu- 
rion to obey him, A particular perſwalion that our Sins are pardoned, is not- Juſtiſying- 
Faith: We are commanded to believe, that we may be pardoned. Many lincere Be- 
lievers have diſtrafting Doubts about their Pardon : The matter being of infinite impor- 
tance, they are fearful in the inquiries of their Title to it. _ And others are deceived with 
Preſumprion inſtead of Faith 1n Chriſt, and Security inſtead of Peace with God. And 
by this we may underſtand from whence the purifying Vertue of Faith, as it juſtifies, 
proceeds ; for it neceſſarily ſuppoſes us to be under the guilt of Sin, and in deſperate 
Miſery ; that we are obnoxious to God's Tribunal, who is a righteous and holy Judge, 
angry and incens'd for our Sins, and will be a revenging Judge to a! char continue 1n 
their guilty ſtate; and that our Pardon and Right to Eternal Lite are to be 1ntirely fee 
aſcrib'd to the ſoveraign Mercy of God, the Original Cauſe, and the Blood of Chriſt, Rom: 3. 277 
the Meritorious Cauſe of it. Now Faith works by Love; the Love of God to us appre- 
hended by Faith, and our Love to him, which is the reflexion of his Beams ſhining in 
our Hearts, and is the powerful Principle of Obedience to him. The well-grounded 
Belicf that God will fave us, and bring us to Eternal Glory, does naturally and nece(ſa- 
rily inſpire the Breaſt of a Chriſtian with a holy Fear of Sin that provokes him, and a 
conltant Care to pleaſe him, in all things. Beſides, God in diſpenſing his pardoning- 
Mercy, requires our perſeverance 1n a holy Converſation. What our Saviour faid to 
the Man miraculouſly cur'd of his inveterate Diſeaſe, Behold, thow art mide whole ; Sin Jon 5. 14, 
no more leſt a worſe thing befall thee, 1s virtually ſaid to every pardon'd Believer : When 
God ſpeaks peace to his people, tis with this Caution, Let them not return any more to folly. 
I ſhall under another Head ſpeak of Faith, as the EffeQtual Means of our SanQtification ; 
and now will proceed. 
3. Faith in the diſpoſal of all things by the Infallible Providence of God, is one of 
thoſe univerſal Principles, thoſe prime and great Truths, rich in praQtical Conſequences, 
that are. powerful to compoſe and calm our Minds and Hearts in the midſt of the vili- 
ble diſorders and confuſion of things in the preſent World. The Heathens meaſur'd the 
Divine PerfeQions by the compaſs of their narrow Underſtandings. They could not 
conceive, that one God was able to order all things, and form?'d a vaſt number of Sub- 
ordinate gods, to whom the care of particular things was Committed. They blaſphem'd 
him in their Imaginations, thinking him to be like Mortal Kings, inſufficient to govern 
immediately ſeveral Kingdoms and Nations, divers in their Cuſtoms and Languages ; 
who are conſtrain'd to manage their Afﬀairs by the number, variety and order of Officers : 
Vice-Roys to divide the Government, Counſellors to adviſe about occurrences of Mo- 
ment, Secretaries ro give Commiſſions and make Diſpatches, Judges to diſpenſe the Laws, 
Military-Officers to prevent Tumults. 
\ Others coafin'd his Preſence and Agency to the Heavens, and ſequeſter'd him from the 
lower World, the mutable Sphere of the Elements, and of Men and their A&ions, leaving 
them under the dominion of Fortune. Others thought that he was ſo content with his ng 
own Felicity, that all things without him were diſtant from his Thoughts and Care, and 4 
that to regard and regulate the multitude of Emergencies in this lower World, would 
diſturb his Felicity. Thus the Profeſſors of Wiſdom, like the Fooliſh Harpaſte that Se- 
eca ſpeaks of, who inſenlible of her own blindneſs, always complain'd the Sun was 
down and the Houle dark, thought all things were left at random, in looſe diſorder, and 
confuſion here below. Nay ſome of the cleareſt ſpirits, and moſt Yertuous among the 
Heathen , could not reconcile the Oppreſſions and Infelicities of Good Men, and the 
Proſperity of the Wicked, with the ReCitude and Equity of the Divine Providence; and 
expreſs'd their Diſcontents in the Stile and Accent of their Paſſions. Of this we have 
two Eminent Inſtances: Brzt#s, who with inviolable Integrity, had as a Senator ma- 
naged the Publick Aﬀairs, and with undeclining Courage endeavour'd to recover his 
Country from Ignominious Bondage ; when Vanquiſh'd by the Uſurpers, broke out in- 
to a Tragical Complaint, O Virtue, I worſhip thee as a ſubſtantial Good, a Deity; but o vinuct 4: 
thou art an empty Name, an Iaol. The Emperor Titus, who was the delight of Man- #4 #* rem, (: 
kind for his Goodneſs and Benignity ; ſurpriz'd with Death in his flouriſhing Age, ac- "** 79* t 
cus'd Heaven thar his Life was unjultly ſaatcht from him. The ways and thoughts of <*inniue mid: 
God in the Government of the Word are above the ways and thoughts of men, as the heavens > TE 
are higher than the earth. And if his Wiſdom had not deſcended from Heaven, and dif. immer. 
cover'd it ſelf in the Sanftuary, We ſbould be fooliſb, | and like the beaſts that periſh, . 
But the Word of God afſures us, that nothing happens in this tumultuous and tem- 
peltuous Warld, without the Knowledge, the Will, either approviag or permiſſive, and 
Efficiency of God (o far as to diſpoſe the worſt Evils by his powerful Providence ſubor- 
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dinately to Þþis main End, that 15 alway pood. Nothing 15 [0 Digi as tO be exempted 
from the Dominion, nor lo low as to be excludcd from the Care of his Providence. 


1. We are aſſur'd that all things and perſons are under the Eye and InſpeCtion of his 
Providence. No {il.nce, no ſolitude nor darkneſs can hide the Deſigns and ations 
of the Wicked , nor the Sufferings of his People ffom his pertect Knowledge. How 
many Millions of Inhabitants are 1a the World, how different their Conditions and Cir- 
cumſtances, ebbing or fowing, but they are all aQtually and diſtintily known to God. 
Without his Univerſal and Infallible Knowledge, it were impoſſible that Go ſhould. 
Govern the World and Judge it. Torquatus Maniins, a Noble Roman, though blind 
through Age, was choſen Conſul and General, to Rule the State, and the Army. But 
no Arguments, no Intreaties could perſwade him to Conſent to it : he anſwer'd, That 
it was abſolutely abſurd, that the Lives and Fſiates of others ſhould be Committed to hu Pro- 
widence and Protetion, who muſt manage all things by the tyes of others. The Pertettion 
of Gods Knowledge qualifies him to Govern the World, and is the Foundation of Trut: 
in him. He zells the number of the Stars, that ſcem innumerable, P/a/. 147. 41. And 
from hence the Pſa!miſt encourages the Church, that was then diſpers'd in Captivity, 
that he could gather the out-cafts of Iſrael, though ſcatter'd in ſtrange Countries, az 
build up Jeruſalem. He not only aumbers the Stars, but the hairs of our Heads , that 
are of ſo ſmall Conſideration. All Creatures are ſupported 1in their Beings and Ope- 
rations by his Power, therefore 'tis impoſſible they ſhould be without his Knowledge, 
and that any thing ſhould be done by them, or betai them without his diſpoling 
Will. | 

'2. The Providence of God is not merely Theoretical, but Active, and orders all 
things. He rides upon the heavens : that is, regulates their Motions as eaſily as a $skil- 
ful Rider manages a Horſe. 'The Stars, that in the Lanyuzge of Scripture are the Ar- 


Pal. 147. 4. mics of Heaven, for their Number,- Order, and Actions, he calls by their ner?) : that is, 
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abſolucely Commands them. For his Call is always effeCtual, and exatly*accompliſh'd. 
As in the Creation, Ze ſake, and it was done : he commanaed, and it ſtood faſt. So in the 
Conſervation and Government of the World, his Word is as Fowerful. Life up your 
Eyes os high, and behold who hath created theſe things, that bringeth out their hoſt by num- 
ber : he calleth them all by names, by the greatneſs of his might, for that he #« ſtrong in 
power, not one faileth. He is not only the God of the hills, but of the valleys : There is 
nothing ſo inconſiderable , but is under the immediate diſpoſal of his Providence. A 


Sparrow worth but half a farthing, does not fall to the ground, nor a hair of our heads 


without his diſpoſal. All the Caſualtics and Contingencies in the World are order'd 
by him. The Arrow ſhot ac a venture was directed by an Inviſible Eye and Hand , 
to {mite the King of 1/rael between the Joynts of his Harneſs, and wound him to Death. 
The molt arbitrary and free Cauſes are under his determining Influence. The Hearts 
of kings are in his hands, ana are turn'd by him as rivers of waters, which a Gardiner 
turns into ſeveral Channels for to make his Ground fruitful. Sin that is direQly con- 
trary to his Law, is not only permitted and reſtrain'd, but order'd as a means to illu- 
ſtrate his Providence, Juſtice and Goodneſs. Joſeph's malicious Brethren ſold him into 
Egypt, but God ſext him to make proviſion for the Family of Jacob in a time of extreme 
Famine. He permitted the lying Spiric'to deceive Ahab, by inſpiring his falſe Prophets 
to encourage him to go to Ramoth-Grlead, that he might Fall in Battel. He gives Riches 
and Honour ro his Enemies, who preſumprtuouſly break his Laws of the greateſt Con- 
l:quence, and foteſecs they will abuſe them. and prodigally periſh. | 

It was an incredible Conception to the Heathen, that One God was able to govern 
the World: Bur his Power and Underſtanding are truly infinite ; and *tis more eaſy to 
him, than for a Man to lift a Feather. The Accidents in this World are 1nnuMerable, 
but cannot diſtract an infinite eternal Mind, nor cauſe wearineſs in the Almighty. 


_ Every Agent muſt be united by a&ive Power with the Obje&s upon which it immedt- 


2 Clron. 16. 


ately w.'rks. The Power of God is his Eſſence, not a ſeparable quality 3 he is inti- 
mate and preſent with all things. One Sun is ſufficient to meaſure Times, diſtinguiſh 
Sealons, and to preſerve an incire World of living Creatures ; the meaneſt Worm or 
Herb 1s cheriſh'd by its Heat, as if all its Influences were contin'd for their preſerving. 
nd is not an infinite God ſufficient to ſupport, and diſpoſe all things ? 

3- Pivine Providence is more ſpecial and tender towards God's peculiar People. The 
Eyes of the L.ord run to and [ro through the whole Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in behalf 
of thoſe whoſe Hearts are perfeit towaras bim. His tender Mercies, (his extenfive Ar- 
trioute) over all his Works : Byt more eminently exerciſed according to their de- 
grees of Goodnels, and his Proprizty in them. Our Saviour infers by the cleareſt 

| Conle- 
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Conſequence, that the Divine. Providence, that reaches to the falling of a Sparrow, 1s 
much more concern'd for his People ; accordingly encourages his Ditciples, Fear not, 

ve are of more value than many Sparrows. God-ts the Saviour of all Men , eſpecially of 
thoſe who believe, Now as when the reaſon of a Command has a dirctt aſpett upon us, 

it more ſtrongly binds us to obey God ; fo when the reaſon of a Promiſe has a pecu- 

liar reſpe& to vs, it engages Go more ſtrongly to preferve us. God has a Right to 

all Mankind by a general Tenure, bur a ſpecial Intereſt in the Godly. He is the King 

of Nations, and the King of Saints : *Tis his deareſt Title, above all the Titles of 

Majeſty aſcribed to him. They are precious in his eſteem, his Treaſure, his Jewels, Exod. ig. 
the molt valuable part of his Treaſure, the Jewels of his Crown, the molt raciant and po 3. 
| age, he X Bs Eg 3” Mal. a; 
rich Jewels. Propriety and Preciouſneſs engage his powerful and propitious Provi- 
dence for their Good. They are expoſed to many Evils for their Relation to him their 
Heavenly Father, and for his Image ſhining in them : For thy ſake we are killed all the 

day long : They are like a flock of Sheep among Wolves and 'I'igers, unable to defend 
themſc:lves. His compaſſionate Love excites his Power for their preſervation. The 

Zeal of the Lord of Hoſts ſhall do this. His Love 1nclines him, and his Promiſe engages 

him never to leave nor forſake them : When they are ready to deſpair, he is ready to 

deliver. Now -the firm belief of the univerſal Providence of God, and his ſpecial 

Care for his People, is like a Rudder to a Ship, without which *tis conſtrained to 

yield to every Storm; but guided by 1t, ſails with every Wind to its defign'd Port. 

When God enter'd into a Covenant with Abraham, he aſlures him, 1 am the almighty Gen. 17. t. 

God, walk before me an1 be perfeF. Every defleQtion from our Duty, proteeds either 

from the hope of obtaining ſome temporal Good, or the fear of incurring ſome tempo- 

ral Evil: Theſe Paſſions are very forcible in Mens Breaftss We fee how powerful 

they are in ſenſitive Creatures ; even in a Greyhound's courling a Hare, Hope adds 

Wings to the Feet of the one, and Fear adds Wings to the Feet of the other. Men 

without Faith in God, will break through his Laws, when Temptations work on their 

Hope or Fear; for they are under the dominion of Senſe : But the belief of God's All- 

ſufficiency, that he is a Sun to ſupply us with all truly deſirable good things, 4 Shield 

to ſecure us from all deſtructive Evils, confirms our Dependance on him, and ingages 

our Obedience to him. | 

This conduces to our preſent Peace, and future Bleſſedneſs. There are ſecret ſprings 
of Providence that work ſometimes in an extraordinary manner for the preſerving his 
People. Foſeph was raiſed from a Prifon to a Principality. The poor Prophet was fed 
by a Raven, when the wicked King was like to ſtarve in his Palace. The malieious 
deſign of Haman, to deſtroy the whole Nation of the Jews, was fruſtrated, and re- 
flexively pernicious to himſelf, by a ſtrange concurrence of Circumſtances, ordered by 
Divine Providence. The faithful Companions of Daxzel, who relign'd themſelves to 
his Will and Wiſdom, were reſcued from the Furnace and Fury of the proud King by 
an Angel. : 

But many times the Saints of God are involved in common Calamities : Inundations, 
Earthquakes, the Peſtilential Air, Sword, Famine, make no difference between the in- 
nocent and the guilty: The Sun riſes upon the evil, and the good ; the Thunder falis = 
on the good and evil: Nay, as our Saviour tells his Diſciples, They ſhall weep and la- Jobn 16. 20. = 
ment, when the World rejoices: But he comforts them with the aſſurance, that their 'Y 
Sorrow ſhall be turned into Joy. The Apoſtle declares, We know all things work together Rom. 8. 28, 
for good to them that love God, There are myſterious depths in the Oeconomy ot Pro- 
vidence, that the ſhort Line of our Reaſon cannot ſound : But we may rely upon the 
Promiſe of God, who car bring Light out of Darkneſſs We have an illuſtrious proof of 
his univerſal Providence, 1n the regular diſpoſal of Natural Cauſes, ſuperior, middle, 
and loweſt, 1n ſuch a union, that from the inſuperable Diſcord of Natures, the inſuper- 
able Concord of Operations proceeds, for the preſerving of the World. The AMiQi- 
ons of the Saints are medicinal to prevent or recover them from Sin : And what Man 
of Underitinding does not efteem his Phyſician, that preſcribes bitter Remedies for his 
Health, before a Cook, that prepares things pleaſant to his Taſte. Paith ſees the Love 
of a Father through a Cloud of Tears; and that he is as gracious when he corres 
us for our Tranſgreſſions, as when he incourages us in his Service. In the Sufferings 
_ of his People from the wickedneſs and wills of their Enemies, his Wiſdom and Power 
appear in ordering them for excellent Effets : For the ſame things that increaſe the 
Guilt and Puniſhmerit of their Enemies, increaſe the Graces and Reward of the Saints. 

Theſe light Aflidtions that are Fut for « moment, work out for them an exceeaing eternal 2 Cor. 4. 1. 
meight of Glory. When all the Folds of Providence ſhall be opened, we ſhall clearly ua- 
deritand every Diſpenſation was as it ought to be, and for the belt. | 
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The bclief of this is the reaſon of thoſe Commands ; Be careful for nothing, but in 
every thing by Prayer and Thankſgiving , let your requeſts be made known to God: And 
the Peace of Goa that paſſes underſtanding , ſhall keep your Hearts and Minas, through Jeſns 
Chriſt. An unbelieving Heart anticipates future Evils, exaſperates preſent Evils, aid 
makes ſharp refletions on paſt Evils. It makes Men dead with Fear, drunk with 
Sorrow, mad with Oppreſſion. Faith in the gracious Providence of God, frees us 
from vain fears, ſad prognolticks, and the miſerable perplexities that torment the 
Minds of Men. Muling on our Miſeries is like chewiog a bitter Pill, that 15 reavily 


' ſwallowed by reſignation to the bleſſed Will of God, the Rule of Goodneſs. Faith in- 


lightens us to conlider things with a reQified Judgment, and not with the partiality 
of the Paſſions. In the Churches extremicy, when the conſpiring Enemies are great 
in number and power, Faith raiſes the drooping Spirits, 1f God be for us, who can 
be apainſt us? When Antigonus was ready to ingage in a Sea-tight with Prolomy's 
Armada, and the Pilot cried out, How many are they more than we ! The couragious 
King replied, *Tis true, if you count their numbers ; but for how many do you value me? 
One God is All-ſufficient againſt all the combin'd Forces of Earth and Hell. We are 
therefore commanded to caſt all our care on him; for he cares for us. *Tis very diſho- 
nourable to God to diſtruſt him ia doing our Duty : For it proceeds either from a 
jealouſie of his Goodneſs, or low thoughts of his Power ; as if he were unable and un- 


willing to fave us. A prudent uſe of Means is requiſite, otherwiſe we do not truſt but 


tempt his Providence: There is a vicious Careleſneſs, and a vertuous Care ; but difh- 
dent and anxious Cares, as if all things run at random without the ordering of our Heaven- 
ly Father, is not only fruitleſs, but pernicious. The Apoſtle telis the believing Hebrews, Ye 
have need of Patience, that after ye have done the Will of God, ye may inherit the Promiſe: 
Some Evils would admit of no Conſolation without the Promiſe : But the juſt ſhall live by 
Faith, of God's preſence with them to ſupport and relieve them in their Sorrows, and 
of a perfet and gracious: deliverance out of them. God will ſhortly put an end to 
the Malice of the Wicked, and the Patience of the Saints. In the next State, when 
he has clear'd our fight, we ſball juſtifie his Wiſdom , and diſcover that all Events were 
divinely ordered.,, and are beautiful to admiration. Now in the Churches diſtreſs 
we are apt to ſay with Gideon, If the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us? 
But then we ſhall turn the current of our wonder upon our Ignorance and Infidelity ; 
that notwithſtanding the Evidence of the Word, and the Experience of the Saints, 


wow that God turns all Temporal Evils to their Spiritual Good, yet we are unbe- 
tevIng. es 
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Love the leading Aﬀetion. Men are diſtinguiſh'd by their Wills, rather than by their 
7nderſtandings. Holy Love has the ſupremacy among other Graces. The exceliencies 0 
Love ſpecified. Lowe to God the firſt Cemmand in order and dignity. The Canſes 
and Properties of it conſidered. The abſolute and relative Perfeitions of God, the motives 
of or Love. The Benefits recerved from God in the order of Nature , Creation and Pre- 
ſervation. The Love of God appears in its full force in our Redemption. We muſt learn 
of Chriſt how to love him. Love muſt deſcend from God to our Neighbour. *Tis com- 
mended in Scripture. The extent and qualifications of it. It muſt be ſincere, pure and 
fervent. The forgiving Injuries, an excellent effet# of Love. 


H E ſecond particular Grace that we ſhould ſtrive to increaſe, is Love. *Tis the 
Apoſtle's Prayer for the Philippians, That their Love may abound more and more 
in knowledge, and all underſtanding. Love 1s the affetion of Union : Of this we have an 
illuſtrious Inſtance recorded 1n Scripture, That the Soul of Jonathan was knit with the 
Soul of David ; and Jonathan loved him as his own Soul. Love is to be direQted to a 
Couble ObjeA, God and our Neighbour. - 
L will conſider the excillency of this ſanRified AﬀeAQtion, and its exerciſe and refe- 
rence to the ſupreme and ſubordinate Obje&ts of it. | | 
"Tis requiſite to premiſe, that Love 1s the leading AﬀeCtion that draws the whole 
train with it; not only Deſire and Joy, that are of near alliance with it, but Anger and 
Hatred, between which Afﬀections and Love there is a repugnance and entire oppo- 
ſition , are inſeparable from it : For averſion and flight from Evil, proceeds from the 


love of ſome Good that .the Evil deprives us of. From hence it follows, that 'tis a_ 


matter of the higheſt Conſequence, by Wiſdom diſcreet and ſevere, to dire our Love 
to worthy Objects. Love 1s the principal of all the Paſſions, and either ſanRifies and 
refines them from the reliques of carnal infection, or ſeduces and corrupts them. The 
Mind 1s {o clouded by Carnal Love, and over-rul'd by pleaſant Error, that it prefers 
ſenſual Happineſs before ſpiritual, that is ſuitable to the nature and dignity of the Soul. 
If the Light that i in thee be Darkneſs, how great i that Darkneſs ? 
The Angels of Light are diſtioguiſh'd from the Angels of Darkneſs, not ſo much by 
Knowledge and Power, as by Love and Holineſs. The Devils are immortal Spirits, 


' bur under the tyrannous power of Hatred and Revenge, of Envy and Malice, which 


are their Sins and Torment. | 
Mea are not diſtinguiſh'd ſo much by their Underſtandings as their Wills: not merely 
by Knowledge but Love, the firſt a&t of the Will, the Faculty that rules in Man, 
and obeys God. There may be knowledge of the Divine Law, and an approving it, 
| by thoſe who do not praQiſe it : For the Contemplation of its Goodneſs and Equity 
conſtrains the Mind to affent to it. From hence we may infallibly 1ofer, that the ra- 
dical difference, and diſtinguifhing charaQter between a Saint, and one in the ſtate of 
polluted Nature, is the affe&ion of Love with reſpeCt to its objetts and degrees. Love 


to God as our Sovereign Happineſs, is the immediate Cauſe of our Converſion and Re- 


union with him. Love to vicious Objects, or when with an intemperate current ir 
deſcends to things not deſerving its-ardent degrees, alienates the Heart from God. Ho- 
lineſs is the order of Love. The excellency of holy Love will appear in the following 
Conliderations. | | 

1. Love has the ſupremacy among all the Graces of the Spirit. This in the moſt 
proper ſenſe, is the Fire our Saviour came to kindle on the Earth. The Apoſtle de- 
clares, that Charity i greater than Faith and Hope; which are Evangelical Graces of emi- 
nent uſefulneſs : For, | 

x. *Tis the brighteſt part of che Divine Imape in us. God & Love: *Tis the molt 
adequate Notion of the Deity, and more ſignificant of his bleſſed Nature. than any 
other ſingle Attribute. The moſt. proper and honourable Conception we can form of 
the Deity, is Love direQed by infinite Wiſdom, and exerciſed by infinite Power. Faith 


and Hope cannot be aſcribed to God; they imply imperfeQion in their Nature, and _ 


neceſſarily reſpe& an abſent Objett. Now all things are preſent to the Knowledge of 
God, and in his Power and Poſſeſſion. But Love is his Efſential PerfeQion ; the pro- 
duttive Principle of all Good. Love transforms us into his likeneſs, and infuſes the 


divineſt temper into the Soul. In the as of other Graces we obey God ; in the 'a&ts 
of Love we imitate him. 


This 
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This may be illuſtrated by its contrary : There are Sins of Var1Ous kinds and degrees ; 
Spiritual and Carnal : Spiritual, ſuch are Pride, maligaanc Envy, Irreconcilable Enmity, 
delight in Miſchief, which are the proper Characters of the Devil, and denominate 
Men his natural Sons. Carnal Sins, which the Soul 1mmers'd in Fleſh indulges, all rio- 
tou; Exceſſes, Intemperance, Incontinence, and the-like, of which a meer Spirit is not 
capable, denominates Men the Captives and Slaves of Satan. Now Spiritual vins induce 
a greater guilt, and deeper pollution than Carnal, The exaCter reſemblance of the evil 
one, makes ſinful Men more ocious to God. 

2. Love is more extenſive in its influence than Faith and Hope; their operations 
are confin'd to the Perſon in whom they are. 'The Juſt lives by his own Faith, and is 
{ved by his own Hope, without Communicating Life and Salvation to others : But tis 
the ſpirit and perfeQtion of Love to be bencficial to all, Love comforts the afflicted, 
relieves the indigent, direQs thoſe who- want Counſel. 'Tis the vital cement of Man- 
kind. In the Univerſe, Converſation and reciprocal Kindneſs is the Blood and Spirits 
of Society, and Love makes the circulation. 

3. Love gives value and acceptance to all other Gifts and Graces, and their operati- 
ons. The Apoſtle tells us, Though I have the gift of Prophecies, and underſtand all My- 
fteries, and all Knowledge; though 1 have all Faith, and could remove mountains, and have 
not Charity, I am nothing. And though 1 beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor. and though 
1 pive my Body to be burned, and have not Charity, it profiteth me nothing. Withour 
Charity, Faith is but a dead aſſent ; Hope is like a Tympany, the bigger it grows, the 
more dangerous it proves. The moſt diffufive Beneficence without Love, is but a 
{acrifice to Vanity. *'Tis nor the richneſs of the Gift, but the love of the piver, 
that makes it accepted and rewarded in Heaven, The Widows two Mites caſt into the 
Treaſury of the Temple, were of more value, in our Saviour's account, than the rich Of- 
ferings of others ; For ſhe gave her Heart, the moſt precious and comprehenſive Gitr, 
with them. The giving our Bodies to be burned for the truth and glory of the Goſpel, 

\i5 the higheſt expreſſion of Obedience, which the Angels are not capable of performing ; 
yet Without Charity, Martyrdom is but a vainglorious blaze, and the ſealing the Truth 
with our Blood, is to ſcal our Shame and Folly. Sincere Love when it cannot expreſs 
it ſelf in ſuitable effeQs, has this priviledge, to be accepted in God's fight, as if it were 
exuberant and evident in outward aCtions; for God accepts the Will for the Deed: if there 
be firſt « willing mind, it is accepted accoraing to what «a Man hath, and not according to 
that he hath not. | 
T:m9:rantiom 4+ Love is the perfeCtion of the Law, the ſum and ſubſtance of every Precept. All 

dicos, amo- particular Duties, though diftinguiſhed 1n the matter, are united in Love, as their prin- 

Ne "= cipal and centre. St. Auſtin obſerves, ** That all othec Vertues, Piety, Prudence, Hu- 

ruptumque ſer- *© Mility , Chaſtity, Temperance, Fortitude, are Love deverſified by other names. 

_ 4a " Liberal Love gives ſupplies to the Poor, patient Love forgives Injuries, | 

rememnicrapres-. LOVE 18. The end and perfection of the Goſpel. Now the end of the Commandment is 
ter Deum facile Charity, out of a pure Heart, and a good Conſcience, and Faith unfeined. Some reitrain 
| prfermiy. the word Commandment to the Law, thinking that the Goſpel is only compounded 

 amerembemn Of Promiſes: But they miſunderſtand the difference between the two Covenants. 'Tis 
paging , Not in that the one commands, and the other does not command, but in the nature 
jwvemur, ten. Of the Duties commanded. The Law commands to do for the obtaining of Life, the 


4 ſows Goſpel commands to believe for Salvation. The « the command of God, that we believe 
1D, de NVIOT. 


Ecci os, #n the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, The word a;y42iz, is by the Apoltle uſed for 
r John 3. 23. {he DoQrine of the Goſpel: As the end of a Science or Art, is the perteQtion of the 
1 Timr. 18, Underſtanding in thoſe things which are the proper ſubje& of the Science. The end 
Ky pg ” 2, of Philoſophy is Knowledge and Moral Vertue; the end of Rhetorick is Eloquence. 
#2" Thus the end of the Goſpel, the Divine Dofrine of our Salvation, is Love, a Celeſtial 
PerfeCtion. Faith 1n the redeeming Mercy of God, is the produtt of the Goſpel, nor 
_ of the Law, and Love 1s the end of Paith: Now the end is more excellent than the 
means to obtain it. In this reſpeQ, Love is greater than Faith. Briefly, Love is ſtil'd 
the Bond of Perfeftion, as it unites and conſummates other Graces, comprehends and 
faſtens them. Love to God draws forth all the ative powers of the Soul in 
Obedience, He that with a full and fervent Will applies himſelf ro his Duty, will 
more eaſily, pleaſantly, and exaQly, perform it. The Love of God will form th- Soul 
into a More entire conformity to his Nature, and obedience to his Law, and raiſe it 
to a greater eminency of Holineſs than the cleareſt knowledge of all Precepts and Rules 

can do. 
4. Love never fails. The Gifts and Graces of the Spirit are diſpenſed and continued 
according to our different ſtates. Some are neceſſary in the preſent ſtate of the Church, 
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with reſp:& to our Sins and Troubles, from which there is no perfe&t Freedom here. 
Repentance is a Duty of coaſtant revolution ; for while we are cloathed, with frail Fleſh, 
in many things we offend all. He is the beſt Saint who ſelJom falls, and ſpcedily riſes. 
W hat Tertullan laid of himſelf is applicable to all, We are born for Repentance. What is 
more becoming a Chriſtian, while ſo many defeCQts and defilements cleave io him, than a 
mournful ſeaſe of chem ? This 1a our dying Hours will make our Redeemer more preci- 
ous to U5, and our reliance upon his Merits and Mediation more comfortable. Repen- 
rance ſhould accompany us to the Gates of Heaven ; Bur Repentance ceaſcs for ever, 
when there is entire lnnocence, Faith is as neceſſary as Life ; for we ze juſtified by ir 
from the Condemnation of the Law : Bur in the future ſtate there is no uſe of ir ; for in 
Heaven all Sins are pardoned, and in Hel} no Sins are forgiven. Faith gives us the proſpect 
of Heav:n, Hope waits for it, but Love alone takes the potſeſſhhon Paith re(igos to frui- 
tion, Hope vaniſhes ia the Enjoyment of our defir'd Happineſs, but Love is in its Exal- 


ration. The Graces requiſite for our Militant State , are Spiritual Armour : the Shield 


of Faith, the Helmet of Hope, and when our Warfare'is ended, they ace uſeleſs. But 
Love and Peace and Joy, are Robes ſuitable to our Triumphant State. 

'Tis true, there are ſome aQs of Love that ſuppoſe Want and Miſery, as aQs of 
Bounty and Compaſſion, for there are no ObjeQts in Heaven to whom they may be ex. 


efg?d. Perfe& Happineſs excludes all Evil. Bur Love in its Nature implics no Imper- 


tion, and is Eternal as the 'Soul, the SubjeQ in whom it Reigns, and as God, and the 
Bleſſed Spirits, the Obje&s upon whom 'cis Converſant. In Heaven 'cis more pure aud 
refind. Here the Love of God takes its riſe from the Love of our ſelves, there 'tis prin- 
cipa ly for the amiable Excellencies inherent 1a himſelf. Here the Love of the Saints is 
not abſolutely pure : but in Heaven, whatever 1s deſireable in Love is continued, and 
what is Carnal and defiling is purged away. The Smoaky Fire is chang'd into a Spiritual 
Flame. The AQs of it are more intenſe, and the Exerciſe is without interruption. In 


- Heaven the Saints are enlightned with Knowledge from the Father of Lights, andiinflam'd 


with Love from God, who #5 Love: the more fully he is enjoy'd, the more ferveatly he is 
loved. Without Love there can be. no Felicity ia Heaven : for as deſire without Fruitioa 
isa Torment, ſo poſſeſſion without Delight is Stupidity. 

The Joy of Heaven ariſes either from the direQ Fruitioa of God, or from the refleQi- 
on upon the Happineſs communicated to the Saints : and Love is the Cauſe of that ſoy. 
Love to Corporeal things often declines in our poſſeſſing them: for Curioiity is ſoon cloyed, 
and Experience diſcovers the ImperfeQtions that were conceal'd, and according to the cool- 
ing of Love is the leſſening of Joy. From hence proceeds diftaſts, and a fickle flight from 
one thing thing to another, without ever receiving any Satisfaction. But the amiable Per- 
feQtions of God are truly Infinite; and the more clear the Viſion, the more ſatisfying the 
Fruition is. The Brightneſs and Influence of the Divine Preſence , maintains equal Love 
and Joy ia the Bleſſed. According tothe degrees of Excellency in the ObjeQ, and the vi- 
gorous Exerciſe of the comprehenfive Faculties, the Underftanding and Will upon it, 
ſuch is our Felicity. When the Beamsof God's Face are received inco the prepar'd Soul, 
is raviſhed with unſpeakable Sweetneſs and Security, in his ever-ſatisfyiog Goodneſs 
and Beauty. | 

The perte& and mutual Love of the Saints cauſes a full overflowing Joy in Heaven. 
Sincere Love is always Benevolent, and according to its Ardency , is the deſire. of the 
Happineſs of thoſe. who are the ObjeAs of ic. From hence the delight of rhe Saints above 
is redoubled, by the ſence of their Perſonal Happineſs, and the reflexion upon the happi- 
neſs of all that bleſſed Society, whoarecemented by that dear AﬀeQtion. Sorrow is allay- 
ed by the Sympathy of our Friends, but Joy is heightned by Communication. Sorrow, 
like a Stream divided in many Channels, runs more Shallow : but Joy, like a Sua-beam, 
refleQs wich more intenſe Heat from the Breaſt of one endear'd to us by Love. In 
Heaven there is an Eternal Extalie of Love and Joy. I, 

I ſhall now proceed to Conſider our Love to God, which is the Firſt and Great Coms- 
mand in Order and Dignity. *Ti1s the univerſal Command thar binds all Perſons, and in 
all times. Some precepts are particular, and reſpe& the ſeveral Relations of men, cither 
Natural, Civil oi Spiritual. Orher Commands, though General, yer are to be perform'd 
in ſpecial Sexſons. Prayer is a univerſal Duty, for all are ina ſtate of dependance upon 
God and 'tis the appointed means to obtain his Favour and Benefits : 'tis a Duty ot Daily 
Revolution, for wecontinually ſtand in need of his tender and powerful Providence to be- 
| ſtow good things, and avert evil ; but this, not to be our perpetual Exerciſe. For there are 
other Dutics to which we muſt attend, that require a great part of our time. If chere 
be a diſpoſition in the Heart , an aptneſs for that holy Duty, though che Seaſon be diſtant, 
"tis ſufficicat for our Acceprance with GoJ. But Love in all periods of Time mult be 


z 


Kkkk in 


605 


Spiritual Perfetion. 


_—_ 


a — —— — ———— 


_ — ———— —— 
—— — —_—  — 
— 


in Act: for Obedience muſt ever be praQtis'd, and that is animated by the Love of God, 
the Spring and Soul of it. The Life of a Chiſtianis a continual Exerciſe of humble, 
catetul and dutiful Love. 

I will conſider the Cauſes and Properties of this SanQtified AﬀeCtion. 

Love isan AﬀeRion drawn forth by Deſire in the abſence of its Object, reſting in Com- 
placency when the ObjcCt is preſent. The attraQtive of it is Goodneſs, which implies a 
convenience and agreement between the ObjeCt and the Faculty. The Appcrite is excited 
by the apprehenſion. In the Senſitive Nature, without Perception and Agteement, there 
can benodeſire and delight. The Eye 1s not pleas'd with the molt exquiſite Muſick, be- 
ing undiſernable and unſuitable to it. The Ear, though exaQly temper'd, is not affected 
with Light, the firſt and faireſt of Senſitive Beauties ; for every ſenſe has its proper Ob- 
je& to which *tis Confin'd, and cannot perceive or taſte any pleaſure in another. 

And ſuch is the frame of the Humane Soul ; the inlightened Underſtanding inftrutts 
and excites the Will toeſteem and love , chooſe and embrace God as the Supreme Good, 


- for his abſolute inherent PerfeEtions, and his Relative Attributes, whereby he is infinite- 


ly the beſt and the moſt amiable Being in himſelf, and the moſt beneficial tous. The in- 
ternal PerfeQtions of the Deity, though they are all the ſame, Divine Nature, for other- 
wiſe they could not be truly Infinite, yet we may conceive as diſtinguiſht in a threefold 
order: either as Natural, or IntelleQual, or Moral. Natural PerfeQions ; Self-Exiſt- 
ence, Eternity, Immenſity, Omnipotence : IntelleQual PerfeQions ; Knowledge, com- 
prehenſive of all things that are, and all things within the poſſibility of Being ; Wiſdom 
{ſufficient to Govern and Order innumerable Worlds ; Moral PerfeQtions, Holineſs, Good- 
neſs, Juſtice and Truth, Now the Union of theſe PerfeQtions in God, deſerves we 
ſhould glorify him with all the degrees of our Underſtandings and Wills , with the high- 
eſt Veneration and Eſteem, and the molt ardent AﬀeRtions. If the weak and tranſient re- 
ſemblance of ſome of the Divine Excellencies in the Creatures from whom we neither re- 
ceive nor expe& any benefit, raiſe our Eſteem, and.draw our Love, how much more 
ſhould the Eſſential Perfe&ions of God fill us with Admiration, and the deareſt AﬀeRions 
to him! His abſolute PerfeQtions are not the ObjeQs of our Deſires, for he is intirely 
poſleſt of them, and can never bediveſted of them, but of our Love and Joy. 

2. Conſider God 1n his Relative Attributes to us, as our Maker, Preferver, and Bene- 
faQor, as our Redeemer that ſaves us from an everlaſting Hell, and has purchaſed and 
prepar'd Eternal Glory for us, and prepares us for it. 


a, 


The Eternity, Omnipreſence , and Omnipotence of God, are awful Attributes, and 
deſerve our moſt humble Adoration ; for he that Lives for Ever, can puniſh for ever, yet 
in conjunQtion with his propitious, beneficent Attributes, Goodneſs, Clemency and Be- 
nignity, are amiable Perte&ions, and deſerve our ſingular and ſuperlative Love ; for Eter- 
nal Power confers and maintains our Happineſs. Ar thy right hand are pleaſures for ever- 
more. , The firſt rife of our Love is from the ſenſe of his Benefits : but we muſt Love him 
above his Benefits, and value his Benefits for his ſake, as they are the Teſtimonies of his 
Love. ' This inſpired a holy Heat ia the Pſalmiſt's Breaſt, What ſhall I render to the Lord 
for all his Benefits * That the Impreſſions of his benefits may ſink and ſettle intoour Hearts, 
I will Conſider, The principle from whence they proceed, the greatneſs of them, and 
God's End in beſtowing them. 

7. The principle of all his benefits is his moſt free and pure Goodneſs. The Pfſalmiſt 
declares, Thou art good, and doſt good. *Tis true, his high Perfe&ions are very reſplendent 


in his Works, yet this induced no neceffity upon God ; 'for declarative Glory reſulting 
from the exerciſe and effeCts of his Attributes, was not neceſſary. He was from all Eter- 


nity Infinitely Glorious and Bleſſed in Himſelf. Neither was any motive or merit in us 
to determine his Will etther to Create or Redeem us. For antecedently to the firſt a& of 


his Goodneſs, we had no being, and conſequently no poſlibility or ſhadow of deſert, and 
after our Sin , we were deſervedly Miſcrable. 


2. Let us ponder his benefits, that if it were poſſible, we may not miſs a grain of theic 


_ weight. 


x, In the order of Nature. He made us, and not we our ſelves. The Humane Body, 
compos'd of as many Miracles as Members, was the deſign of his Mind, the various Art 
and Work of his Hands. He immediately form'd the body of Adam of the Virgia 
Earth; and though in the courſe of Nature our Parents contribute to the matter of our 
Bodies , yet he Organizes them-in that perfeQion , he diſpoſes all the parts in that order 
and proportion as is requiſite for Comelineſs and Uſe, "The Pfalmiſt ſpeaks of this with 
thoſe lively Expreſſions, Iwill praiſe thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made, marvel- 
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lous are thy works, and that my ſoul knows right well, I was made in ſecret,' and curiouſly 
wrou2ht in the loweſt parts of the Earth. . Thineeyes did ſee my ſubſtance, yet leing imperfect, 
and in thy book all my members were written, if one Mcinber had been defeftive, the Eye, 


— 


' the Hand, the Tongue, if one ſenſe had been wanting, what inconvenience, what de- 


formity had inſued ? | OT UE re at 

Toa Body of Fleſh the Divine Maker united an immortal Soul, capable to know and 
love, to obey and enjoy him, who is the Fountain of Felicity : A Soul incomparably 
more precious ia the account of our Creator and Redeemer, than ail the World. Ir 5 
heightens the Goodneſs of God, that he firſt prepared the World, reviewed it, and ap- Hagel bonorans 
proved all as Good, and then introduced Man as his Vice- Roy to poſſeſs and rule it. .. The Be" lent, 
great Univerſe he did not make for the meer ſhow of his Power, - but-for the demonſtra- bonrarem ope- 
tion of his Goodneſs unto Man. The refletion upon thele firlt Benefits, our being Rea- "= y Hg 
ſ{onable Creatures, which is the foundation of all other Benefits, how ſhould it ingage us Terr. 1.2.Con. 
to love and ſerve our Maker, with all our Powers in their beſt Capacities ? Our obligation Marc. 
is founded in Natural and Divine Right, The Law of confecrating the firſt Fruits was 
fgurative of this, Love is the firſt AﬀeCtion of the Heart, the firtt Fruir of the Soul. 


If God did fo triftly exatt the payment of the farſt Fruits, caa we think he is leſs jealous 


of our Love, and leſs ſevere in requiring it ſhould be conſecrated to him ? The Fruits 
of a young Plant are not more pleaſing to him than of an old Tree ; but he would in- 
itruct us to give the firſt Aﬀections of our Souls to him. | : 
2. If we raiſe our Thoughts, and diftinaly conſider Creating Goodneſs, our AﬀeCti- 
ons will be more inflam'd in the ſenſe of it. We were bora in diſtant ſpaces of time, 


- 


according to his eternal benevolent Decree. Notwithſtanding the different temporal cir- 


cumſtances of our coming into the World, we are all equally obliged to his eternal Good-- 
neſs. Let us conlider, that in the pure poſſibility of being, we were not diftioguiſh'd 
from an infinite number that ſhall never be, (for as his Power is without any limits but 
his Will, the poſſible produQtion of Men is without number) yet he was pleaſed to raiſe us 
into aQual Being. This was a moſt free Favour ; and by refleQing on it, unleſs we are 


_ dead as the Grave, we ſhall find a warm lively ſenſe of it in our Hears. If a Prince exalt 


and enrich a Favourite, his own Intereſt is mix'd with the Honour and Profit of the 
Favourite ; for he expects Service from him : But God, whoſe Happineſs is infinite and 
indeficient , cannot receive any benefit from the ſervice of the Creature : His Favours 
are above all deſert, and beyond all requital. 

2. If we conlider God as our preſerver and benefaQor, our obligations to Love and 
Thankfulneſs are infinite. The firſt being and uninterrupted duration of the World is 
from the ſame powerful Cauſe : For nothing can make it ſelf when 'tis aot, nor preſerve 
it {elf when *cis. Some have revived that erroneous Opinion, That as a Clock form'd 


| by an Artificer, and the Weights drawn up, regularly ſtrikes the Hours, and continues 


its Motion and Sound, in the abſence of the Artificer: So the perpetual concourſe of the 
Divine Providence is not neceſlary for the ſupport and operations of every Creature, but 
Nature may work of it ſelf, and turn the Wheels of all Things withia itscompaſs. But- 
the Ioſtance 1s detective, there being an extream diſparity between the Work of an Arti- 
ficer, in forming a Clock, whoſe marrer is independent upon him, and God's giving the 
firt Being to the Creatures, with Powers to a@ by his a&tual concurrence : For every 
Creature is maintain'd by a ſucceſſive continual production. To affe& us, conſider, the 
preſerver of Men brought us fately into the World through the dark Valley of Death, 
where thouſands are ſtrangled inthe birth. We are born by him from the belly, and carried 16. 46. 3: 
from the womb. How compaſſionate was his Goodneſs to us in our Infancy, the ſtate of 
wants and weakneſs, when we were abſolutely incapable of procuriog ſupplies, or ſecu- 
ring our ſelves from many dangers ſurrounding us ? The preparing the Milk for our Nou- 
riſhment is the work of the God of Nature. The Blood of the Mother, by the ſecret 
channels of the Veins, 1stransfuſcd into the Breaſts, and isa living Spring there, They 
are but two, becauſe 'tis the ordinary Law of Nature to have but two Children at a Birth. 
They are planted near the Heart, which is the Forge of Natural Heat, and transforms the 
Blood collected in the Breaſts into Milk. And there is a Myſtery of Love in it; for the 
Mother in the ſame time nouriſhes her Child with delight, regards and imbraces it. 

From Infancy his Mercy grows up with us, and never forfakes us. He is the God of 
017 Lives, He drawsa Curtain of Protettion and Reſt about usin the Night, and repairs 
our faint Faculties 3 otherwiſe our Bodies would ſoon decay into a difſolution. He 
ſpreads our Table, and fills our Cup. Heis the length of our days. There is ſuch a compoſi« 
tion of Coatrarierties 1a the Humours of the Body, ſo many Veins and Arteries, «nd 
Nerves, that derive the vital and animal <pirits from the Hearr and Head to all the 
parts, we are expolcd to ſo many deſtruQtive accidents, that were not the tender Provi- 
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dence of our true Father always watchful over us, we ſhould preſently tail and dye. 

The Lord is a Sun and a Shield : As the Sun 1s Aa univerſal Principle of Life and Mo- 
tion, and pours forth his treaſures of Light and Heat withour any loſs and impoveriſhiog : 
Thus God communicates his Bleſſings to all the progeny of Men. He is a Shield, pro- 
teQting us from innumerable Evils, unforeſeen and inevitable, without his preventing Good- 
neſs. Were we only kept alive, and ſighed out our days in Grief and Pain, were our 
paſſage to the next State chrough a barren Wilderneſs, without any retreſhing Springs 
and Showers, this were infinite Mercy : For if we duly conſider his Gieatnels and our 


Meanneſs, his Holineſs and Juſtice, and our Sinfulneſs, it would cauſe vs to look up to. 
God with admiration, and down to our ſelves with confuſion, that our lives fo trail, 


and fo often forfeited, are preſerved. The Church in a deſolare {tate acknowlcages, 
'Tis the Lord's Mercy that we are not conſumed, becauſe his Mercies are renewed every mor- 
ming. 'Tis Mercy upon Mercy, all is Mercy. Our Saviour, with reſpect to his humble 
ſtate, ſays, 1 am a Worm, and no Man; but we are Serpents, and no Worms: And as 
tis uſual to deſtroy venomous Creatures in the egg, before they have done aCtual mil- 
chief, we that are Children-of Wrath by Nature, whoſe Conſtitution is Poyſon, might 
have been juſtly deſtroyed in the Conception. This raviſh'd the Plalmilt into an extaſic of 
Wonder, whilſt he contemplated the glorious Lights of Heaven, What # May that thou 


art mindful of him, or the Son of Man that thou ſhouldſft regard and relieve him? He beſtows 


innumerable and ineſtimable Benefits upon a race of Rebels that boldly break his Laws, 
and abuſe his Favours : He not only ſuſpends his Judgments, but diſpenſes his Bleſſings 
to thoſe that infinitely provoke him. Now, can we be unaffeQted with his indulgent Cle- 
mency, his immenſe Bounty, his condeſcending and compaſſionate Goodneſs! Why does 
he load us with his Benefits every day, but for his Goodneſs ſake, and to endear himſelf 
tous? For he is always ready to open his bountiful Hand, if we do not ſhut our Breaſts, 
and Harden our Hearts, not to receive his Gifts, His Mercy is like the Widows mira- 
culous Oyl, that never ceasd in pouring out, while there was any Veſlel to receive it: 
Then the flowing Vein was ſtop'd. How is-it poſſible ſuch rich and continued Gogd- 
neſs ſhould not iaſinuate it ſelf intro our Souls and engage our Love to our Bleſſed Be- 
nefaftor ? Can we degenerate ſo far from Human Nature, nay below the Senſitive ( for 
the dull Ox, and ſtupid Aſs, ſerve thoſe that feed them ) as to be Enemies to God ? How 
prodigious and aſtoniſhing is this degeneracy ! _ | 
3. The Love of God appears 1n its full Force and Glory, in our Redemption. The 
Eloquence of an Angel, would »e very diſproportion'd to the dignity and greatneſs of 
this Argument, much more the weak Expreflions of Men. That we may the more 
diſtinQly conceive it, 1 will briefly conſider the greatneſs of the benefit, and the means 
of obtaining it. | 
Man in his ſtate of unſtain'd Innocence, was furniſh'd with power to perſevere, but lefc 
in the hand of his own Counſel. He was drawn by a ſoft Seducer to eat of the forbid- 
den Tree, and in that ſingle Inſtance was guilty of univerſal Diſobedience. He was 
ingaged in a deep Revolture with the Apoſtate Spirits, and incurr'd the Sentence of a 
double Death, both of the Body and of the Soul. Now where was the Miraculous 
Phyſician to be found, that could fave us from Eternal Death ? Who could Appeaſe 
God, and Aboliſh Sin? God was affetted with tender pity at the fight of our Miſery, 
and though the morning Stars, that fell from heaven, are now wandring Stars, for whom 
the blackneſs of darkneſs ts reſerv'd for ever, yet he was pleaſed to recover Man from that 
deſperate (tate, ina way becoming his PerfeQions. This was the Produft of his moſt 
free Love. God's Will and Chriſt's 'villingneſs were the Springs of our Redemption ; 
for he might have par; jure: with the ſame jult Severity have dealt with us as with the 
Rebellious Angels. There was no legal Conſtraint upon our Saviour to dye for us, for 
he was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from Sinners : There was no violent Con- 
ſtraiat, for he could with one Word have deltroy'd his Enemies: The depth of his Wiſ. 
dom, the ſ{trengeh of his Power, the Glory of his Holineſs and Juſtice were illuſtriouſ] 
reveal'd in this great work, but Love was the Regent Attribute that call'd forth the 
other into their diſtintt Exerciſe and As: Moſt Wiſe, Omanipotent and Holy Love ſaved 
us. What the Pſalmilt ſpeaks of the Divine PerfeQions in making us, 1 am fearfully and 
wonderfully made, 15 19 a nobler Senſe verified in our Salvation, we are fearfully and won- 
derfully Redeem d, by the Concord of thoſe ſeeming irreconcileable Attributes, Vin- 
diftive Juſtice, and Saving Mercy. Our Rebellion was to be expiated by the higheſt 
perfeQtion of Obedience ; and thereby the honour of God's Moral Government to be re- 
repair'd, For this ead the S>n of Gad dif rob'd himſelf of his Glory, and put on the 
Livery of our frail Fleſh, and in the form of a Servant became obedient to the Death of 
the Crojs, to reſcue us from the Curſe of the Law: he igtercepted the heavy ſtroke of 
Vengeance, 
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Vengeance, that had ſunk us into the Centre of Sorrows, and reſtor'd us to the Fayour 
and Fruition of God. - + - TOE ee io” Por rf © a8 nes Tg. 3 
Our Miſery was extreme and without End: if Miſery, though intolerable, has 4 
determin'd iſſue, the paſſing of every day leſſens it: but it it be above all Patience toen- 
dure, and without Hope of Remiſſion or Releaſe, this thought flrikes deadly inward. 
A Brute has ſome Memory of paſt pains, and a teeling of preſent, but no apprehenſion 
of future pains: 'tis the woful Prerogative of the Reaſonable :Nature,* to exaſperate the 
ſenſe of Miſery by the foreſight of its continuance, and to feel the weight of Eternity every 
Moment. Loſt Souls are dead to all the vital ſweetneſs of Being, to all ſcnſe of Hap- 
pineſs, and live to the quickeſt feeling of Miſery for ever. Eat in OE OTE > 
Our Reſcue from this Miſery 1s more affeQting, 'if we conſider, that without our Sa- 
viour's interpoſing, our ſtate was deſperate: to paſs from death: to lite is a double lite. 
We are tranl}ated from the guilty, wretched ſtate of Rebels, 1nto the bleſſed ſtate of 
che Children of God, and are Heirs of Eternal Glory. : The auration is as'valuable as 
the Felicity, and doubles the Gift: Immortality and Immutability are- inſeparable in 
Heaven. God has made all his Goodneſs ro paſs before us in our Salvation. * Goodnels, 
how amiable, how attraCtive and endearing! To dye for another is the moſt noble kind 
of Love, but there are degrees 1n that kind: to die for an Enemy, for a Rebel, is the 
hizheſt degree of that Love. Now the Son of God aſſum'd to the Supreme Excellencies 
of the Divine Nature, the tender Infirmities of the Human Nature, that he might be 


a propitiatory Sacrifice for our Sins. 1n this God commended his love to ws, that when we Rom. ; 


were Sinners he gave his Son to die for w. Aſtoniſhing Love ! it paſſes all underſtanding. 
The Jews askt our Saviour with wonder, how & it that thou being a Man makeſt thy ſelf 
God? We may imagine with equal wonder, how being the Son of God, he deſcended 


from the Throne of Majeſty in heaven, and ſtoop'd ſo low as to become Man ? St, Peter Mat. 16. 16- 


illuminated by divine Revelation, Conteſt, Thou art the Chriſt the Son of the living God. 
Bur preſently after, when our Saviour foretold, that he muſt go to Jeruſalem, and be 
kill d there, Peter began to- rebuke him, ſaying, Be it far from thee, this ſhall not come 
#nto thee. He could not conceive how ſuch diſtant and diſcordant extreams as the Son 


of the Living God, and Death, could meet in Chriſt : but his love to us united them. 


A Love above all compariſon, but with the love of his Father to us. In the Sacrifice of 
Iſaac there was a faint reſemblance of this. Abraham carried the Knife and the Fire, 
and 1/axc carried the Wood, and himſelf the Sacrifice, and with equal ſteps they aſcended 
the Mount. A Type of the concurrent Love of the Divine Perſons to us, in the pro- 
ceſs of Chriſt's Sufferings. The Father laid upon him the iniquity of ws aff: ſurely he has 
born onr griefs, and endur d our ſorrows. ; Admirable Exceſs of Love! The Father 
gave up his innocent and only Son, the bright Image of his Glory, to Cruel Sufferings. 
This Immaculate Lilly was pierced with Thorns. The Son gave ſuch Life for us as no 
Creature can give, and ſuffer'd ſuch a Death for us as no Creature can ſuffer. He deſc 
cended to our loweſt Miſery, to raiſe us to the higheſt degrees of Happineſs... Who 
can reſiſt the force of theſe RefleQtions ? It may ſeem that only the Reprobates in Hell, 
that have ſinn'd beyond the intended vertue and application of his Sufferings, can be 
unaffkeed with them. S 

From hence this Corollary regularly follows, Thar 'tis our Duty to conſecrate our 
higheſt Eſteem and Love to our Redeemer. Supreme Love is due to Supreme Excel- 
lencies, and for the greateſt Benefits. In our Saviour all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge are hid, and all the Treaſures of Grace and Mercy are open'd to inrich 
us. What Indignity, what Ingratitude is it, to be coldly affeQted to him, who by the 
deareſt Titles infinitely deſerves ourJove? How unreaſonable and unnatural is it, to look 
upon him with an indifferent Eye, who died for us, and whom the Angels continually 
bchold in a double extaſie of Admiration and Joy ? 'Tis moſt juſt that our Love ſhould 
alcend to him in thankfulneſs, as his deſcended to us in benefits. But our Poverty muſt 


excuſe the not entire payment gf our Immenſe Debt, and our fervent deſires to love him 


better. Lf we content our ſelves with lukewarm AfﬀeCions, *tis moſt diſhonourable to 
him: the coldneſs of Love, as well as the heat of Enmity is very provokiog to our 
Saviour. | 

It ſhould be our conſtant praQtice, by diſcurſive and reflexive Meditation, to increaſe 
the holy heat of our AﬀeCtions to Chriſt. He requires a love of Judgment and Choice. 
The love of Natural Inclination 1s indeliberate, without Counſel, and needs no Excita- 
tions: the ſtream runs downward freely. But love to Chriſt is ſupernatural, both with 
reſpeft to the OhjeA and the quality of the AﬀeQion. The Love of God is the prin- 
cipal oblization of the Law, and the principal Duty of the reaſonable and renewed 
Creature : the moſt juſt and amiable Duty, yer ſo monſtrous is the depravarion of the 
human Nature, that Divine Grace is requiſite to recover its Life and Liberty. The 
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The preventing pleaſures of Sin potleſs the Soul. We mult therefore earneltly pray 
that the Holy Spirit would illuminate our Minds, and diret# us in the Love of God, that 
he will purifie our AﬀeCtions, and raiſe them to Heaven. The Exerciſe of our Thoughts 
is to0 weak and faint to make indelible impreſſions of Love in our Hearts. Love is an 
eminent Fruit of the Spirit. The love of God i# ſhed abroad in the heart by the holy Spirit 
given to w., There is a ſtrong tide of Senſual Deſires that carries us downward, which 
we cannot ſtem, without the gales of the Spirit to make our way to Chriſt. | Bur *tis in- 
conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Will of God, for Men to expeCt an Inſpiration from 
Heaven, and negle& the proper means, the conſidering the powerful Incentives of Love 
to our Redeemer, his alluring Excellency, and unvaluable Benefits. St. Pay declares, 
The Love of Chriſt conftrains us ; for we thus juage, if one died for all, then were all dead, 
and that he died for all, that they might live to him. If all be not cold and dead within, 
this will increaſe the ſacred Fire, and inflame the AﬀeQtions. | 

But as the light of the Sun, diffus'd in the Air, fires nothing ; but the Beams contracted 


in a Glaſs kindle proper Matter : ſo the conſidering of the common Salvation, will not .. 
be ſo affeQting, nor ſo warm and ſoften the Heart, as the ſerious applicative Thoughts of 
'it to our ſelves: the Apoſtle expreſſes it, Who loved me, and gave himſelf” for me. The 


appropriating by a clear Faith, and ſerious Thovghtrs, his Dying Love co the Soul, will 
cauſe an irreſiſtible AﬀeCQtion to him, ſtronger than Death. 

We muſt learn of Chriſt how to love him. His Love was expreſs'd in the moſt real 
AQtions, and convincing Evidence: it was an incarnate Love, a beneficent Love, pro- 
duQtive of our Salvation; our love muſt be produQtive of Obedience. This is the ſureſt 
Trial of it, 1f ye lowe me, you will keep my word, ſaith our Saviour. The Froſt of Fear 
will hinder the breaking forth of Carnal Luſts into notorious AQs, as the Cold of 
Winter binds the Earth, that noxious Weeds cannot ſpring up : but the heat of Love is 
produQtive of all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. Love to Chriſt will make every Com- 


. mand pleaſant, and the exaQteft Obedience to be voluntary, liberal, and ingenuous. Fear 


may enforce Conſtancy for a time, but Love is a Vital Principle, continually operative 
in all the Tranſitions of this Life, This ſecures obedience. Chriſt has faſten'd us to 
his Service by a Chain compos'd of his moſt precious Benefits : by the pardon of our 1n- 
numerable fins, and to whom much « forgiven, they love much. Fear tries in vain to 
make an alliance between the Fleſh and Spirit, obeys ſome Commaads, and tranſgreſles 
others: but Love reſpeQs all. Fear induces a deſertion of our Duty, when Evils nearly 
threaten us ; but Love encounters them with ſuch a CharaQter of Aſſurance, as becomes 
thoſe who eſteem it a Favour and Honour to Suffer for Chriſt. Some are harden'd 
againlt AﬀiQtions, and endure with Courage Perſecutions for the Cauſe of Chriſt, but 
yield to pleaſant Temptations : like the Manna that would endure the Fire, but melted 
in the -heat of the Sun: but Love to Chriſt, by an overcoming delight , renders the 
pleaſures of Sin nauſeous and inſipid. 

In ſhort, the properties of natural Love are united in the Love of Chriſt. Love 
will tranſport us to Heaven, and transform us into his likeneſs. Love will make us 
Zealous in conſtant and excellent Endeavours to be compleatly conform'd ro him. Re- 
ſemblance 1s the common Principle of all unions in Nature ; 'tis preparative to Love, 
and the effett of ir. Experience is a ſenſible demonſtration of this. For the love of 
Friends, if in a degree of Eminence, Cauſes a perte& ſympathy, an exa& correſpondence 
in their Tempers. The exerciſe of Love in the moſt precious Eſteem of him, in burning 


deſires after a Propriety in him, in the ſweeteſt complacency in Communion with him, 


are intimate and inſeperable Qualities in all the Lovers of Chriſt. Love to him is always 
joyn'd with an irreconcileable hatred of Sin, that coſt him ſo dear to cxpiate its guilt. 
Our love intirely and intenſely is due to him, and no lower degree is accepted. For 
tis a diſparagement and infinitely unworthy of him. To content our ſelves with a leſs 
AﬀeCtion, 1s not only far diſtant from PerfeQtion, but from the firſt diſpoſition of a Saint. 
The tendereſt and ſtrongeſt affeQtions in nature muſt be regulated and ſubordinate to the 
Love of Chriſt. Our Love to him muſt be Singular and Supreme. Briefly, his Love 


to us 13 Beneficent, ours is Obedient. He values no Love without Obedience, and no 
Obedience without Love, 


2. Love mult deſcend from God to our Neighbour. | 

This Duty is lo otcen Commanded and Commended in the Goſpel, that we may from 
thence underſtand its Excellency. The beloved Diſciple that lay 1n the Boſom of Chriſt, 
trom that Spring of Love derived the Streams that flow in his Writings. He declares 
that God is Love, and he that loves, dwells in God, and God un him. 1 Joh. 4. 11. He 
makes it an Evidence that we are born of God, of our renewed ſtate, and that ne are 


paſt from death to life. Our Saviour injoyns it with a note of Eminency , as 4+ new 


Command, 


J 
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Command, as the diſtinttive Charatter of his Diſciples, as the ſpecial Qualification of thoſe 

at his right hand, in the Day of Judgment , to recommend it to our Love and Obedience. 

He tells us, that to /ove ovr neighbour 4s our ſelves, is like the molt divine Precept of lov- 

ing the Lord our God. We read in that Solemn Proclamation of God's Name , when 

his Glory paſt before Moſes, that tothe Title of Lord God, there was immediately annext, 

| Merciful and gracious, abundant in goodneſs ; to ſignifie, that Goodneſs is his deareſt Glo-. 
ry: and in the Divine Law, next to Piety to God, Charity to our Neighbour is com- 

manded, to ſignifie how pleaſing it is to him. The Goſpel Eclipſes all other Inſtitutions 

by the Precept of Univerſal Love, and inſpiring a delightful diſpoſition in Chriſtians to 

exerciſe it. This adorns the Goſpel, and recommends it to the Eſteem and AﬀeRions of 

Men. A Perſon innocent and pure, but of a ſevere and harſh Temper, condemns by his 

Holy Converſation the Profane and Scandalous : but a good Man charms and captivates 

the Hearts of others, that one would dare to die for him. This Duty is preſcrib'd in the Rom. g. 
Extent and Qualifications of tt. | 


1. In the Extent, it reaches to all within the compaſs of Humanity ; to Strangers and 
Enemies, in all our dealings. Let all chings be done with Charity, The Relation of Con- ! Cor. 16. 14; 
ſanguinity is the Natural Cauſe of a Benevolent AﬀeCtion to all Men. The likeneſs of ; 
kiad prevents miſchief between the moſt fierce and hurtful Creatures : We never heard 
that Lyons devour Lyons, or Vipers bite Vipers; and unleſs we add Beneficence to Inno- 
cence, we are but in therank of Brutes. The love of good Will is expreſs'd by promoting 
their Good, and preventing Evils ; by rejoycing in their Proſperity, and relieving them in 
their Aﬀflitions. | — FE IL | 

This Love is more radicated in the breaſts of Men, by conſidering the condition of Na- 
ture, wherein they are equal; whether the original happy tate of their Creation, or their 
miſerable wretched ſtate ſince their Fall. Similitude, either in Happineſsor Miſery, unites 
Mens Aﬀe&ions. How low and deſpicable fo great a part of Mankind is at preſent, yet 
the remembrance that all Men were equal in their firſt hotourable and happy Condition, 
Inhabitants of Paradiſe, and by deputation Lords of the World, will raiſe our eſteem, and 
be an incentive of kind AﬀeQtions to them : And fince the fall, the calamitous Condition 
of Mankind is a proper motive of mutual aſſiſtanceto otie another : Society in Miſeries en- 
dears the Sufferers, and produces a tender ſympathy between them. None are ſo merci- 
ful as thoſe who by Experience know what 1t is to be miſerable. The Conſideration of the 
common Eyvils to which all are expoſed in the preſent ſtate, induces a ſtrong obligation 
to the offices of love and kindneſs. _ 

But the principal and divine cauſe of Love, is the Law of Chrift, that enjoins us to do 
good to all, but eſpecially to the houſhold of Faith for the ſpiritual Relation is more intimate 
and exccllent than the natural: That we are the off-ſpring of the ſame Heavenly Father, 
united as Members to the ſame glorious Head, renewed toa Divine Life by the ſame Holy 
Spirit, incorporated into the ſame Spiritual Family. This AﬀeCQtion proceeds from the 
upper Springs of Grace ; the Exerciſe of it is immediately terminated on Men, but ulti- 
mately reſpetts the Glory of God , for whole fake 'tis performed. To do goood, and diſtri- 
bute, forget not ; for with ſuch Sacrifice God is well pleaſed. In ſhort, our Loveto God muſt 
be ſupreme, and for himſelf; our Love to Men, and other things, only in the degrees he 
allows, and not for themſelves, bur for God, who commands to love them as they bear 
his Image, or are inſtrumental in the performance of our Duty : Otherwiſe we are in dan- 
ger of being alienared from the Love of God, when any perſon or thing becomes a Temp- 
ration to us to do any thing either to obtain or preſerve them againſt his Will. -But if 
we love them only for his ſake, we ſhall readily part with them as a Snare, or offer them 
as a Sacrifice, if his Will requires it : As if we love ſome particular Meat becauſe *tis health- 
ful, and not becauſe 'tis pleaſant ; upon the firſt, diſcovery that 'tis hurtful, we ſhall re- 
jeCt it. a4 

The properties of this Love are ſpecified in the Command. 


1. It muſt be ſincere. The Apoſtle direQts, Let Jove be without diſimulation. Love is 
eſſentially ſincere ; 'tis ſeated in the Heart, and expreſs'd in real aRtions ; tis cordial and ope- 
rative : There is an empty noiſe of Love and ReſpeQs that proceeds from a double Heart, T——— 
not entire and ingenuous. Some by fair Promiſes work and wind Men co obtain their Ends, tenants 
and then {lip through them. How often are the ſiacete deceiv'd by the liberal expreſſions /tis bandiia, 
of Love untried and untrue, miſtaking a ſhining Counterfeit for a real Ruby. But though + ->ve;Ponty 
the human Eye cannot ſee through the diſguiſe, he that commands ſincere Love, pierces num, & /«- 
into the Heart, and if it be wanting there, his Anger buras againſt the vain pretenders to ic. -* -—ograe 


Some 
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Some will ſeem to grace others with a flouriſh of words, that they may tax them 
more freely, and without ſuſpicion. To praiſe without a ground of real worth, 1s ſordid 
Aattery; but ro commend with a miſchievous intent, is the worlt Treachery. 

Some will afſiil the Sick day and night, and ſcem toſympathile with them in their Pains 
and Sorrows ; but their deſign is to obtain a rich Legacy : They appear like mourning 
Vultur eff cada- 1g yes, but are real Vultures, that ſmell a Carcaſs to feed on. 
wer expetiat. K ; "up 

There are others leſs guilty, who eſteem empty Complements to be Courtly Peceacies ; 
and though *tis not their deſign to be injurious to thoſe whom they carels, yet their Love is 
only from the Tongue, which in the Apaltle's expreſſion, & but a tinkling Cymbal Their 
pretended friendſhip is like Leaf-gold, very extenſive, but ſoon worn off for wint of 
depth. my | 

Orhiorh are Mercenaries, that like the Heathens, do Good to thoſe from whom they receive 
Good ; their Love degenerates into Traffick, and docs not proceed from a Divine Principle. 
Ingenuous and Chriflian Spirits have not ſuch crooked Inclinations, always refletiog vup- 
on their own Intereſt. ?Tis true, Chriſtian Love declares it ſelf in alternate aQts of Kind- 
neſs, bur is alſo exerciſed where there are no ſuch inducements. This is to imitate our 

Heavenly Father, who does good to all, without any deſert 1n the receivers, and beyond all 

. req tal | 

AMiQion is the Furnace wherein ſincere Friends are tryed, and diſcern'd from the de- 
ceitful ; their Aflitions are common ; their Compaſſions and cordial aſſiſtance are com. 
mon. This is the moſt certain and ſignificant CharaQer of unfeigned Love, not. to 
fail ina calamitous ſeaſon. Job aggravates his Sorrows by this refleQtion, that his Friends 
dealt deceitfully; as Brooks that run in a full ſtream in Winter, when Snow falls, and there 


Is 4iftotles 1 no want of refreſhing Waters ; but when 'tis hot, they are dryed up, and vaniſh. 
Rule, Bonum 


amicum ad 
. goudia vieartm trouble. 


_— ** The Obſcrvation of the wiſe Philoſopher is verified in every Age, That Mex in a flour- 


ſpente. Ech. c. iſhing condition are ſurrounded with Friends, but in an afflified are forſaken. This Conſide- 


614 


_— 


m— 


21. _ ration ſhould inflame us with a holy ambition of the friendſhip of God ; for his ſincere 
corum terbs Love is moſt tenderly expreſs'd in our diſtreſs: The Pſalmiſt enforces his Requeſt by this 


circum ſedit: motive, Be not far off, for trouble is near. Tis ofteg ſcen, that Men fly from their Ac- 
__ =—_ quaintance, when the cleareſt tryal is to be made of their Aﬀe&ions ; but thea the bleſſed 
ef: Erxnde God draws nearet tous, andaffords Relief and Comfort. 


fuginnt , unde 


+I *2- 2. Our Love muſt be pure. Seeing you have purified your Souls in obeying the Trath 


1 Pet. 1.22. through the Spirit , unto unfeigned love of the Brethren ; ſee that you love one another with 
| a pure Heart fervently The purity of Love either reſpe&s the cauſe of it, or/the exer- 
ciſe andeffcC&s of it. The cauſe of pure Love is the Divine Command, and the Divine 
Pattern ſet b-fore us The Love of God to Mea is a l:ading Rule to us ; He loves them 
according to the reſemblance of his imitable PerfeCtions in them ; and conſequently, the 
more holy and heavenly, the more righteous and gracious Men are, the more they 
ſhould be endear'd to our AﬀeCctions. This is to love God in them, and according to 
their true lovelineſs : This is to love them by the impreſſion of that Love wherewith God 
loves himſelf, Our Saviourtells us, They that do his Father's Will, are his Brothers, Si- 
flers, and Mothers. 

There is an impure Love, that proceeds from the limilitude of vicious Aﬀe&ions, and 
is entertain'd by ſinful Society, that is fatally contagious. The Tempter moſt forcibly al- 
lures when he is leaſt ſuſp:Qed. He conceals the Serpent's Sting in the Tongue of a 
Friend. The Friendſhip of the World is contraQted and cemented by ſenſual Luſts ; and 
the end of it will be che tormenting the Corrupters and the Corrupted together for 
ever. | 

The exerciſe and effeAsof pure Love priacipally reſpe& the Soul, the more excellent 
and immortal part of our Friends. Weare commanded to exhort one another, while "tu cal- 
led to dey, and to provoke one another to love, and good works, Exhortation includes In- 
{traction and Admonition ; The giving Counſel how to preſerve the Purity, and ſecure the 
Salvation of the Soul ; how to prevent Sin, and to cure it by the conviction of Conſcience 
wheo ignorant of its Duty, by the excitation of the AﬀeQions when cold and ſluggiſh, 
an] direCtion to order the Coverſation aright. The performance of this Duty is inſepara- 
bl: from pure anJ unfeigned Love, and the negleC&t of it is an argumeat of deadly Ha- 
Lev 19 17- tred. Thou (ba't not hate thy Brother in thy Heart, nor it uffer Sin t0 lye upon him. If you 
| diſcover any prognoſtick or ſy mptom of a Diſcaſe growing 1n a Friend, that threatened his 

Life, what a cruel neple& were it not to adviſe and urge him to apply the beſt means 
tor his p.cſervatioa ? Much more are we obliged to reQifie the Errors in Judgment, and 
 Milcarriages 


We may ſecurely rely on their Friendſhip, who afford us * undeſir'd ſupplies in time of 
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M:ſcarriages in Converſation, which they are guilty of ; eſpecially fince Spiritual D faſes 
are infinitely more dangerous, and are not fo eaſily diſcern's and felr as B»dily are. To ſuf- 
fer unconcernedly a Friend to lie and languiſh in a courſe of Sin, is Sotil-marder; arid in 
Murder there are no acce{ſari-s, every one is a Principal. *Tis propheſied concerning the 
ticae of approaching Judgment, that iniquity ſhall abound, and the love of ntany wax cold, by 
not convincing Sinners 1n order to reform them. This exerciſe of Love muſt be frequent, 
while "tiscalled to day ; and folemn, withour bitterneſs and contempt, or a ſeeming indiffes 
rence of the ſucceſs, that it may be evident it does not proceed from a cenſortous Hu- 
mour, or an impertinent Curioſity, but from pure Love. Ir muſt be attended with earneſt 
Prayer to the Father, and Phyſician of Spirits, to give healing Vertue to it ; otherwiſe 'tis 
but Moral Counſel: And it muſt be received with Meckneſs and Gratitude. The rej: ng 
holy Counſel diſcovers a double Leprofie ; for the riſe of ir is from Pride in the Under- 
ſtanding, Self-conceir ; and Pride in the Will, perverſe Obſlinacy. The mutual diſcharge 


—_—_ ttt th. 


of this Duty, is the moſt precious, defirable and advantageous benefic of Friendſhip. 'We 


muſt perform it to all within the compaſs of our direion and warm influence: we muſt imi- 


tate the Angel's earneſt Counſel to Lot, eſcape for thy life out of Sodom, not to delay, that he 


might not be conſum'd. O that this Angelical Zeal and Compasfſion polleſs'J the Breaſts of 
Chriſtians. | 


in amicitia ſans 


ciatur : gt” nie- 


transfus'd into another ; their Aﬀlictions are mutual, their Compaſſions and Aſſiſtance are 


mutual. - This intenſeneſs of love is ſignified by Loving our neighbours as our ſelves : in fimi- 
litude and likeneſs. How ardent are our defires, and earneſt our endeavours for our Tempo- 
ral Happineſs ? and principally (if we are inlightned) for our Eternal Happineſs. Accord- 
ingly we ſhould be affeted and diligent for procuring the preſent and future Happineſs of 
others. How vigilant and ave are we to prevent imminent and deſtruive Evils that 
threaten us here, but ſpecially if we are Serious and Conſidering, to eſcape from the Wrath to 
come? we ſhould be proportionably careful to reſcue others from Temporal or Spiritual E- 
vils to which they are obnoxious. How jealous are we of obr own Reputation, how unwil- 
ling to incur Cenſure, to have our Faults aggravated, and fo bear the Prints of Tnfarny ? 


Love to our Neighbour ſhould make us tender of their good Names, -to conceal their Faults, 


or to make a favourahle Conſtruftion of them, and nor to eXpoſe them to Shame; and to 
vindicate them, when their Enemies would make them' appear culpable by Calumnies.- In 
ſhort, our Love muſt be ſo fincere, pure and fervent to our Brethren, that we may have 4 
clear and comſortable Evidence, that we are born of God, and that God dwells in us, and we in 
him. Bbt among Chriſtians, how rare is Chriſtian Love? Their Love is exceſſive to them- 
ſelves, and defective to others. ' =, Ce HeOS 


; 


2. The forgiving Injuries, is an excellent Effet of Chriſtian Love. This implies an in- 
tire diſpoſition and refolution to pardon all Offences, declaring it ſelf in real Acts, when there 
is occafion. This Duty is hard and diftaſtful to Corrupt Nature: The' Apoſtle injoyns us, 
ſee that none renders evil for evil, follow that which is gz04. \ The manner of the Expreſſion in- 
timates our proneneſs to Acts of Revenge. For vicious Self-love makes us more'apt to re- 
tain the ſenſe of Injuries than of Benefits, How many receive ſignal Favours, and within a 
little while negle& their BenefaQtors, withdraw grateful ReſpeQs and Converſe with them : 
as *ris not uſual to walk in- a Vineyard, when the Vintage is paſt. But- if an Injury-be once 


offer*d, *cis provoking as if it were re-acted every day, by the continual remembrance of . 


it. But the Command is ſtrict and univerſal, and allows no freedom, but of voluntary O- 
bedience. To make us feel the weight of the Duty, and to be more tenderly ſenſible of it, 
our Saviour tells us, /f you do wat forgive, neither will your heavenly Father forgive your treſ- 
paſſes. Anunforgiving Temper is an invincible Bar againſt our obtaining divine Mercy. 
Wecan neither receive Pardon, norhave it continued, ner enjoy the comfortable ſenſe of it, 
without pardoning others. *Tis a fin of ſuch Malignity, that it igvenoms Poiſon ir ſelf; 
It actuites the Guilt of ajl other ſins; and ſeals the doom of the unrelenting and hardned 

| LIT] Mn againſt 
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azainſt the offending Brother. The Servant that upon his humble Requeſt, had Ten Thou- 
ſand Talents forgiven, yet upon his cruel exacting Three Huncred Pcnce [rom his Fellow- 
ſervant, his Pardon was revers'd, and he was geliver'd to the Tormentors, t11] ls Nebt was 
entirely paid. The lines of this Duty are clearly drawn in the divine Pattern fer before us. 
God pardons fins intirely, he blots them out as a thick cloud : the Saints in Heaven are as 
accepted in his ſight, as the Angels that always obey d his Commanes. He pardons fre- 
quently : In many things we offend all. It would tire the hand of an Angel to Repilter the 
Pardons iſſned from the Throne of Grace to Rebellious Sinners. He pardons 5ns of a very 
provoking Nature : he makes our Crimſon Sins to be as white as Snow, and Scarlet Sins as white 
as Wooll. The Provocation begins on our part, the Reconciliation begins on Goc's part. 
He beſeeches us to be reconcil'd, as if it were ht [ntere that we ſhould not be deſtroyed by 
his Severe Juſtice. God can deſtroy his Enemy in the twinkling of the Eye, 1n the beating 


of the Pulſe, yet he ſupports and comforts them every day. Our Saviour has ſet us the 


higheſt Pattern of Forgiving-Love ; When he was Nail'd to the Croſs, he prayed for his cruel 


Murtherers, Father forgive them, they Know not what they ds, How perſwaſive ſhould. 


his Pattern be 2 Shall we be fo tenderly ſenſible of the hatred of an Enemy, and fo ſtupidly 
inſenſible of our Saviour's Love? Shall the refenting remembrance of Injuries deface in us 
the dear Memorial of his purchaſing bleſſedneſs for us? His precious Blood appeasd the juſt 
Anger of God, and ſhall it not cool and calm our inflam'd Paſſions? | 

[n [mitation of God and Chriſt, we muſt abſtain from all Revenge of the greateſt Evils 
ſuſfered by us : We muſt extinguiſh any inclination to Revenge. Sn begins in the Deſire, 
and ends in the Action. We muſt not rake the leaſt pleaſure, that Evil befals one that has 
keen injurious to us; for the root of it is Deviliſh. Though the reparation of an Injury 
may in ſome caſ:s be neceſſiry, yet Revenge is abſolutely forbidden: To retaliate an Evil 
without any reparation of our Loſles, is to do Miſchief for Miſchiefs ſake ; which is the pro- 
Tl Sr Satan: As on the contrary to do Good for Evil is ſuch a Divine PerfeQion, that 
the 
ſition, 

Some will conceal their Anger for a time, waiting for an Opportunity to take Revenge 


without the appearance of Paſſion: Their Malice, like ſlow Poyſon, does not cauſe violent 


Symptoms, but deſtroys Life inſenfibly, 

Some have ſuch fierce Paſſions, that ſtrike Fire out of the leaſt Provocation ; their Breaſts 
are changed into a Topher. 

Some inflame their Reſentments, by conſidering every Circumſtance that will exaſperate 
their Spirits. | 14 | 

Burthe Command is, Be not overcome with evil, but overcome evil with good. The Duty 
1s ſo pleaſantin irs exerciſe, and attended with ſuch comfortable Conſequences, that 'its re- 
commended to our Reaſon, and our Aﬀections. Love ſuffers long ; Love bears all things, en- 
dures all things : And what is more ingaging than the delightful diſpoſition of Love 2 The 
doing. Good tor Evil often gains the Heart of an Enemy : If there be any vital ſpark of Hu» 
manity, itcannot be reſiſted. There is an Inſtance of it recorded in Scripture : Sa«/the un» 
righteous and implacable Enemy of David, yer being ſpar'd when he was entirely at his 
Mercy, was moved and melted into.tenderneſs : Is ths thy voice, my Son David ? Before, 
he in FOeen pt called him the Son of Jeſſe. Thou art more righteous than I; I will do thee no 
more evil, | _ 
. How will ſome of the Heathens condemn Chriſtians, both as to the Rule and Practice of 
this Duty ? for whereas ris eſteem'd to be the Character of Puſillanimity or Stupidity to 
bear frequent and great Injuries unrevenged, one of their Poets mixed this Counſel among 
orhier excellent Rules of Morality, That Man is arrived at ay heroick degree of Goodneſs, who 
is inſtrutted in a diſpaſſiomate manner ta bear great Injuries. And when Phocion, who had de- 
ſerved 10 highly of the Athenians, was condemned unjuſtly to die, his Son attending bim to 


receive his laſt Commands, imm:diately before his death, he charged him never to revenge 
it on the Athenians. 


CHAP, 


evil does not aſſume the reſemblance of ir, 'tis ſo contrary to his curſed Diſpo- 
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CHAP. IX 


| 


Divine Hope has an eminent C auſality in the Life of a Chriſtian. The nature of Chriſtian 
Hope. "Tis the Charadter of a Saint. Tis natural, Conpruous, ana neceſſary foa Saint in 


the preſent ſlate. Tu diſtinguiſh d from carnal Preſumption by its purifying Vertue. Fear 


conſidered in its nature and cleanſing Vertue. The Attributes of God, the motives of Ho- 
ly Fear. There is a Fear of Rewverence, and of Caution. *Tis conſiſtent with Faith, and 
the afſeftions of Love, Hope, and Joy. "Tis the fountain of Fortitude. 


4 Ivine Hope has an eminent Cauſality and Influence in the Life of a, Chriſtian, 

St. John ſpeaking of the glorious likeneſs of the Saints to Chriſt in the Divine 
World, infers from it, Every Man that has this hope in him, purifies himſelf; even as he is 
pure, Three things are obſervable 1n the Words. LR 


1. The CharaQter of a Chriſtian, by his Hope : Every Man that has this hope in | 


him. 


fies himſelf. 


| 3. Theregulating of the effeQ by its Pattern 3 Even as he is pure. 


yo 


' 1. Chriſtian Hope is a firm expeQatjon of future Happineſs : Tis diſtinguiſh'd from 
Worldly Hopes, by the excellency 0 


2. The diſtinQtion of this Hope from its Counterfeit, by its inſeparable effe&t , Puri- | 


AT - 


AKT, 


>the Obje&, and the ſtability of its Foundation. - 


The Odbvjz& is, an eternal ſtate-of Glory aad Joy, wherein we ſhal} be conform'd to the. 


Son of God. Worldly Hopes are terminated on empty vaniſhing things, gilded over with 
the thin appearance of Good. The foundation of Divine Hope are the uncheangable 
Truth of God, and his Almighty Power, that always ſeconds his Word. God cannot 


the, and conſequently neither deceive our Faith, nor diſappoint our Hopes ; and he can do 


all things. The Apoſtle declares the ground of his Confidence ; - I know in whom I have be- 


lieved ; and 1 am perſwaded , that he is able to keep that which I have committed to him, 
ap ainſt that day. All the Perſons 1n the Deity are ingaged for our Aſſurance and comfort. 
Sometimes 'tis ſaid, That our hope may be in God : and, Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt our hope : and, 
That we may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghoſt. Worldly Hopes are al- 
ways uncertain in this ſphere of mutability : There is fo much of impotence, or deceir, 
in all the means uſed to obtain Humane Deſires, that the ſucceſs is doubtful : Fear mixes 
with the Deſires, and often Deſpair with Fear. Young Men are fluſh with Hopes, and 
of bolder Expe&ations than ancient Men, who. from Experience of many unforeſeen 
and inevitable Difficulties that have travers'd their Hopes, are inclin'd to Fear. But 
Experience encourages and fortifies the Hopes of Chriſtians, which are attended with Pa- 
tience and Joy. Jf we hope, we with patience wait for it, Notwithſtanding the diſtance of 
time, and intervening difficulties, before the accompliſhment of what we expeQed, no 
undiſcernable Accidents can blaſt their aſſurance. T he interval of a thouſand Years did 
not weaken Abraham's Hope of the promiſed Meſſiah. Comfort is mix'd with the pati- 
ence of Hope. "The Apoltile faith, That we through patience and comfort of the Scripture 
might have hope. The final ſecurity of the Bleſſedneſs promiſed, is very joyful in an af- 
flicted Concition. This Hope is the CharaQter by which a ſincere Chriſtian is denomina- 
ted and di{tinguiſh'd from Heathens, who are without God, without Chriſt, and without 
Hope; For God is the Object of it, as our ſoveraign Good ; and Chrift is the Means, 
whereby we obtain and enjoy him. "This Grace is moft natural, congruous, and neceſſa- 
ry toa Chriſtian in the preſent ſtate. 

(1.) Natural. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who accordixg to 
hi abundant Mercy hath begotten us to a lively hope, by the Reſurrettion of Chriſt from the 
aead, to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fades not away, reſerved in heaven 
for you. The ſupernatural Birth entitles to the ſupernatural Inheritance ; if ſons, then heirs ; 
and the hope of Heaven isa conſequent Aﬀection. As in the Natural Life, the moſt ear- 
ly exerciſe of Reaſon excites deſires and hopes to obtain what may ſupply the wants of it: 
So in the Spiritual Life, when Faith diſcovers to us Celeſtial Bleſſednels revealed in the 
Goſpel, it produces earneſt inclinations, and hopes of partaking of it. 

(2.) *Tis very congruous to our preſent ſtate. Love in irs perfetion is the Grace of 
Heaven, where God exhibits his Brightneſs and Beauty, without a Veil, to the Saints : 
This is above our Conception and Capacity here. Fear-ſometimes degenerates, and has a 
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 ſervile aſpe&t on Puniſhment, which is conſiſtent with the love of Sin. Hope of the Hap- 


pineſs co which we aſpire, is not ſo elevated as Love,” nor ſo low as Fear ; but very be- 
coming the Breaſt of a Chriſtian. We are'now in a ſtate of expeQtancy ; in a middle 
ſtate between the two Worlds. Hope is the proper Grace to be exerciſed here : This 
gives us the foretaſte of the Fruits of Paradiſe ; *Tis of no uſe to thoſe who are poſleſs'd of 
Happineſs , and thoſe are incapable of it who are Miſerable without Reinedy, As Sha= 
dows vaniſh at Mid-day, and at dark-night; ſo Hope ceaſes in Heaven, for tis accom- 
pliſh'din tull Fruition ; it never enters into Hell, for "tis extinguiſh'd in Deſpair. In the 
Gtorious Lizht above, the Perfe&ion of Hope is obtain'd: the blackneſs of Darkneſs 
below, excludes the leaſt glimmering of Hope to refreſh the Horrors of the Place. 

3. *Tis a neceſſary Grace in our preſent State of Tryal. We are ſurrounded here 
with many Temptations, ſome Inviting and Alloring, ſome Porcible and Terrifying : 
the Pleaſures of Sin, and the Terrors of the Perſecuting World, to make us deſert our 
Duty, and be unfaithful co God and our Souls. Now Hope 1s our Helmet and Breaſt -plate, 
the principal parts of defenſive Armour, to preſerve us invulnerable 1n the heat of Bat- 
tle. *Tis the Anchor of the Soul, ſure ard ftedfaſt, that enters within the veil, and is fix'd 
on the immortal Shore : though we are liable ro Storms, it ſecures us from Shipwrack. 


It gives Cordial Spirits, and Caeleſtial Vigour to a Chriſtian. The Apoſtle, who had 


ſeen the Glory of Heaven, and had ſuffer'd the Rage of the perverted World in Combi- 
nation with Satan, to Extinguiſh the Light of the Goſpel, declares, I reckon that the ſuf- 
ferings of the preſent time, are not worthy to be compared with the glory that ſhall be revealed 


in us. The hopeof the Reward was ſo Comfortable to St Peter, he {lept ſecurely when 


Condemn'd to dye next day : the brightneſs of an Angel could not wake him, without a 
blow on the ſide. It {weetens all the ſharp and bigr Accidents that befal us, and mixes 
reviving drops with our deepeſt Sorrows. We Boyce in the hope of glory. Joy is the 
affeQion of Proſperity : Hope, of all the joyful AﬀeCQions, is confiſtent with the moſt af- 
flictiog Evils, and makes us happy here. Our Saviour pronounces, Bleſſed are ye when 


men ſhall revile you, and perſecute you; rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward 


- ſtile. Vain and Groundleſs Hopes, 


in heaven. This chang'd the Perſecutions of the Martyrs into Fleaſures. Thoſe who 
are encouraged by this bleſſed Hope, no Loſs can make Poor, no Diſeaſe can make Sick, 
no Diſgrace can make contemptible, no Miſery can make Miſerable. Ir has a Sovereign 
Strength to ſupport us under all the Evils Malice can do, and Innocence ſuffer. - Now if 
the hope of Heaven can make all the Evils of this World traQtable and eaſie, much more, 
will it make all its good things deſpicable : for we are far more capable of Afﬀittiong Im- 
prefſion« than of joyful. Set the Beam right, and put into one Scale all che Treaſures 
and Honours and Delights of the preſent World, and in the other the lively Hope of 
Heaven, they are of no more value or moment in Compariſon, than Feathers in one 
Scale, againſt Talents of Gold in another. *Tis true, Carn2l Men feel not the attractive 
Force of the bleſſed Rewards above, for 'tis Spiritual and Future : but when they ſhall 
be releas'd from the narrow Confinement of Fleſh, and ſhall underſtand things by ano- 
ther way than the report of the Senſes, their inlightned ative Spirit will tear and torment 
them forpreferring vaniſhing ſhadows before Subſtantial and Eternal Bleſſedneſs; the 
Senſe of it will cauſe extreme Sorrow for their loſs of Heaven, and indignation for cthers 
obtaining it. Our Saviour tells the Indfiel Jews, I hen ye ſhall ſee Abraham, Ifaac, and 
—_— the Kingdom of God, and your ſelves thruſt out, there ſhall be weeping and ghaſhing 
07 Feet mn. | 

In ſhort, Hope is of excellent uſe to encourage our faint languiſhing AﬀcRions 
when we are aſſaulted with Evils, and to compoſe and order the irnpetuous Paſſions 
ww they are ſtrongly excited by the Temptations of what is pleaſant to the Fleſhly 

uſts. 

2. Divine Hope is diſtinguiſh'd from Carnal Preſumption, by its inſeparable Effe&, 
our Purifying. Hopeis an exciting Principle that draws forth all the 4 tive Powers. for 
the obtaining a defir'd Good. ?Tis the inward Spring of fervent Delires, and reviving 
Joys, and conſcquently of Zealous Endeavours. We are berotten to 4 lively hope ; "tis a 
ſubſtantial vigorous Grace: 7 preſs forward for the high price of our Calling, fauh the Apo- 

All afe inſpirations of Wind, looſe and ineffective. 
The pridcipaleftcQ of Chriſtian Hope 1s ſpecified, he purifies himſelf : I ſhall bur giance 
upon this, having largely diſcours'd of it already. He purifies himſelf by the afltance 
of the Holy Spirit, from whom the Spiritual Life and all the Operations of it procecd. 
The extent of this Purifying is comprehenſive of the outward and inward Man, t: 1m fio- 
ful Inclinations and vicious Atts, trom Carnality and Hypocrilie, The continuziice of 
this purifying muſt be, till weare cleanſed from every ſpot, and become gloriow: in loline[s. 
We are contraQting defilements every day, and need the conſtant influence of Diviuc 


Grace 
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Grace to preſerve and reſtore our Purity. Our Saviour tells Peter, He that is waſhed, 
needeth not ſave to waſh his feet, but is clean every whit ; and ye are clean, but not all. *Tis an 
alluſion to the Cuſtom in the Eaſtern Countries, where they Travel'd in Sandals, and 
had their Feet ſoil'd with the Duſt or Sand, that requir'd waſhing upon their coming into 


a Houſe. In the Renovation of a Sinner, all the Faculties are purified, though nor per- . 


fetly, and tis requiſite he ſhould daily cleanſe himſelf from the reliques of Sin. 

The Regular Hope of Heaven has acleanfing Efficacy, from the quality of the Obje&, 
the Enjoyment of the Holy God. Now whoever has a proſpe& of a deſirable Good in 
future ExpeQtation, will endeavour if poflible to have preſent Poſſefſien : and conſequent- 
ly, he that hopes to be 1ntirely like to Chriſt in Heaven, will ſtrive to be as like him as he 
is capable in this Life. If we did expeQ a Paradiſe of Senſual Pleaſures, we might with- 
out Contradiction, by an impure Indulgence, gratifie our Carnal Appetites: but the 
State of future Bleſſedneſs is ſignified by the Apoſtle, that God ſhall be all in all, The 
Communication of God to the bleſſed, may in ſome degree be conceiv'd by thoſe Titles 
that are attributed to him, indiſtin&tly to the Perſons: He is Rtil'd Lovgand Light. Love 
ſignifies his communicative Goodnels, the inclination of his Nature ar 
people happy, and his complacency in their Happineſs. He will give grace and glory, he 
will rejoyce over themwith ſinging. Now God being an Infinite Good, and of Infinite Good- 
neſs, we are ſure his Will and Power are correſpondent in making them happy. God is 
ſtiPd Light, which implies his moſt clear and perfett Knowledge, for Light diſcovers all 
things. His unſpotted Holineſs: for Light, can never be ſtain'd or fullied by ſhining on 
a Dunghil. His Sovereign Joy : for Light, joyn'd with Vital Heat, inſpires. univerſal 


Nature with Joy. In Heaven God inlightens the Underſtandings of the Saints with'the - 


knowledge of his Glorious Nature, of: his Wiſe Counſels thit are now ſeal'd in his Eter- 
nal Mind, andof his admirable Warkg&wherein the clear impreſſions of his PerfeQions 
appear. Hedraws his Image upon them 1n all the Caleſtial Colours, that give final Per- 
fection toir. And from hence reſults that Joy that is unſpeakable and glorious, and is 
eternally exuberant in high and ſolemn praiſes of God. Bleſſed are thoſe who are in thy 
Houſe, they are always praiſing thee. Now can an unholy Soul delight in theſe Emanations 
of the divine Preſence, and the exerciſe of the Saints above? Can thoſe who feed without 
fear, and revel without reſtraint of their brutiſh Luſts, Taſte how good the Lord is ? T 
"Suppoſe the Soveraignty of God ſhould diſpenſe with Obedience to his Law, and by an 
ACQt of Power an unrenewed Perſon were tranſlated to Heaven , can the place make him 
happy ? You may as reaſonably imagine that a Swine, whole inſeparable quality is to love 
wallowing in the Mire, can delight in a clean Room, adorn'd with beautiful Ficures. 
If the Tongue be depraved with a foul humour, and the Diſcaſe is the Tafter, the moſt 
reliſhing Food is inſipid : till the Palate be cleanſed and recover its true 'Temper, it cannot 
judge aright, * Tis equally impoſſible that an unholy Creature can enjoy Communion 
with the Holy God. Till we are purified in our Minds and AﬀeCtions, the Divine Pre- 
ſence cannot be Heaven to us. The Truth is, Carnal Men do not love and deſire the 
Heavea reveal'd 1n the Goſpel, but fear the Hell threata'd, becauſe Fire and Brimſtone are 
Terrible to Senſe. | 
2. The hope of Heaven purifies us from the Condition of. the Promiſes that are clear 
and explicit, inrequiriaz Holineſs ia all that ſhall poſſeſs it. Bleſſed are the pure in beart, 
they ſhall ſee God : follow holineſs, without which no man can ſee God. The Promiſe is in- 
fallible to thoſe who are qualified, and the Excluſion is peremptory and univerſal of thoſe 
who are unprepar'd. Theſe are not Conditions preſcrib'd by Miniſters of a preciſer ſtrain, 
but by the Saviour of the World, who with great Solemnity declares, Yerily, verily, 
T ſay unto you, unleſs a man be born ag ain, he cannot ſee the kingdom of Goa. The Sovereign dif- 
pencer of his own Favours may by his unacconntable Will appoint what terms he pleaſes 
in beſtowing them, to which 'tis our Duty to Conſent with humble Thankfulneſs : bat 
the Vital Qualifications requir'd 1n order to our admiſſion into the Glory of Heaven, are 
not a meer arbitrary Conſtitution, but founded in the unchangeable Narure of God. If 
there were any defe& and irregularity in the ArchiteQture.of the viſible World, in the 
Frame and order of its Parts, it were leſs diſhonourable than if there were no Connexion 
| between a Holy Life and Bleſſedneſs : for the firſt-would only refle& upon his Wiſdom and 


Power, but the other would aſperſe his Holineſs and Juſtice, the molt Divine Fertections 


of the Deity. ED 
3- Chriſtian Hope purifies, by the frequent and ſerious thoughts of the heavenly Glory. 
The Obje& of Hope fills the Mind and Memory, and gives Order and Vigour ro our 
Endeavours. If Riches or Honour be the Obje& of our ExpeRation, the Soul will <a- 
tertain it ſelf with the pleaſant thoughts of them, and contriving how to obrain them. 
Love and Hops are fix'd upon-the ſame ObjeQs, and have the ſame Efficacy : E00p 
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tranſport the Soul to their diſtant Obje&ts, and transform them into their likeneſs. The 
Object is Spiritual and Divine, and the frequent contemplation of.it has a warm Influence - 
" into the AﬀeRtions, purifics and raiſes them from the Earth. , When our Thoughts are 
often converſant upon the,State of future Glory, we feel its attractive force more itrongly 
working inus: as ina Chaſe, if there be a cold Scent, *tis but coldly purſued ; but when 
the Game is in view, *tis eagerly proſecuted. When Heaven is {cldom thought of, our 
deſires and endeavours are cool'd towards it ; but when *tis in the view of our Underitand- 
ings, and near us, our inclinations and endeavours are more fervent and zealous. The 
A poltle ſaith, Our Converſation is in Heaven, from whence we look for the Lord Feſw. 
4. The hope of Heaven purifies us, from a Principle of Thankfulneſs to God, who is 
Donor of it. St. Joha breaks into an extafie of wonder, behold what manner of love the Fa- 
ther hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be call'd the Sons of God! The Angels, thole com- 
prehenſive Spirits, are aſtoniſh'd, that worthleſs Rebels ſhould be raken into a Relation 
ſo high and: near to God, who deſerve to be irrevocably baniſh'd from his Kingdom. 
The Apoſtle obſerves the various degrees of this Happineſs: Vow we are the Sons of God, 
bat it does not apiear what we ſballbe : Now we are adopted, but the heighth of our Felicity, 
when we {hall be crown'd, isa ſecret; but we are aſſured, we ſhall be like the Son of God, 
the glorious Original of all PerfeQtion. Now the confirm'd Hope of this tranſcendent 
Happineſs, inflames a Believer with ſincere and ſupreme Love to God, that will make us 
zealous to pleaſe him, by entire Obedience to his Precepts, and a likeneſs to his Na- 
ture. | 
3» The Purity of a Chriſtian conſiſts in a conformity to Chriſt. The Son of God in+ 

_carnate 1s both the Author of our Holineſs, and the Pattern of it. As the Sur-is the firſt 
Fountain of Light, and a Cryſtal Globe f11'd with Light, may be a ſecondary Fountain, 
tranſmitting the Beams unto us: Sothe Deity is the original cauſe of all created Holineſs; 
bur 'tis tranſmitted through the Mediator. In his Lite on Earth there was a Globe of 
Precepts, a Perfe&t Model of Holineſs. All the aQuive and ſuffering Graces appear'dia their 
exaltation1n his practice. | 

Our Relation to him infers our likeneſs: For whom he did forcknow, he did predeſlinate 
to be conformed tothe image of his Son, that he might be the firſt-born among many Brethren. 
The Image in Nebuchadzezzar's Dream, had the Head of fine Gold, the Breaſt and the 
Arms of Silver, the Belly and Thighs of Braſs, the Legsot Iron, the Feet part of Iron, 

part of Clay : But Chriſt united to his Church are not ſuch an irregular compoſition :; As 
the Head is holy, {ſo are all the vital Members, 

Y From hence we are inform'd how to judge of our Hopes, whether they are ſaving, and 
will attend us to the Gates of Heaven. It they purifie us, they will certainly be accom- 
pliſh'd in Heavenly Blefſedneſs : If we be like our Saviour in Grace, we ſhall be like him 
in Glory : But carnal and looſe Hopes will iſſue in diſappointment. 

Our Saviour tells us, that every viſible Chriſtian, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, is a builder, and 

raiſesa fabrick of Hope, that may appear fair to the Eye : but there is a time of tryal a 
coming, that wall diſcover how firm it is. *Tis our Wiſdom to deſcend to the foundation 
of our Hope, that we may underſtand whether it be a Rock that cannot be ſhaken, or the 
Quick-Sand that cannot bear the weight of it. Thoſe who hear the Words of Chriſt, and ao 

them, build upon a Foundation more ſtable than the Centre ; the perte& Veracity of God 
is engaged in his Promiſes: But thoſe who hear without doing, build upon the ſinking 

Sand. Carnal Men will pretend they hope for Salvation, only for the infinite Mercies of 
God, and Merits of Chriſt : *T'is true, theſe are Eternal Foundations ; but to ſecure a 
Building, the SuperſtruQure muſt be ſtrongly faſten'd to the Foundation, or it cannot re- 
ſift a Storm. If we are not united to Chriſt by the ſanQifying Spirit, and a puriſying 
Faith, our Hopes will deceive us. WherSin has dominion, which is certainly diſcovered 
by the habitual courſe of Mens Lives, when there is a remanent affeRion to it in Mens 
Hearts, which is known by their refleQtions upon paſt Sins with pleaſure, and the peoſpet 
of future Sins with defite,- their Hope is like a Spider's Web, that can bear no fireſs, 
Hope 1s ſubordinate to Faith, and Faith is regulated by the Promiſe. Some believe with- 
out Hope: they are convinc'd of the reality of the Future State, of the Eternal Judgment, 
and the conſequents of it, but are careleſs and deſperate in their wickedneſs : Orhers hope 
to be well hereafter withour the belief of the Goſpel. Indeed, there is none can bear up 
under deſpairing Thoughts, when they are raging in the Breaſt. He thar is abſolutely 
and with conſideration hopeleſs, falls upon his own Sword. The Tempter deals with 
Sinners according to their conditions : If they are ſwimming in Proſperity,he ftupifies Con- 
(ſcience, and induces them to be ſecure ; if they are {inking 1n deep Diſtreſs, he is fo skilful 
in all thearts of aggravation, that he plunges them into Deſpair : and both Temprations 


are fatal; but the moſt periſh by fallacious hopes. *Tis ſtrange , that the grearct num- 
ber 
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ber of Profeiſorsare more unwilling to ſuſpett the goodneſs and ſafety of their condition, 
than to miſtake, and be deceived for ever. But they are ſo lttrongiy al:urd by worldly 
Objects, that though 1n their Lives there are the viſible marks excluſive ot Salvation, they 
2re unconcerned. They are farisfi'd with carnal vain hopes, which are the ſeed of all 
Evils committed, andthe ſpring of all Evils ſuffered. Hope, that ſhouid incourage Ho- 
lineſs, emboldens Wickedaneſs ; and that ſhould lead Men to Heaven, precipitates them 
10to Hell, | | | 

How great will their fall be from a conceited Heaven into a real Hell! Hope, of all 
the Faſſions, 1s the molt calm and quiet; but when utterly diſappointed in a matter of 
high concernment, tis moſt turbulent; for the conſequent Paſſions, Deſpair, Impatience, 
Sorrow, Rage, are the cruel tormentors of the Minds of Men. 1V w what will become of 
the hope of the Hypocrite, when God ſhall take away bis Soul ? He may feed and cheriſh ic 
while he lives ; but 1n the fatal moment, when he dies, his blazing preſumption will ex- 
pire, Bot to be reviv'd for ever. | 

But the Righteous has hope in his death: The {anQtified Spirit inſpires and preſtrves 
Life in ir, till *tis conſummate in that Bleſſednefs that exceeds all our Deſires, and ex- 
cludes all our Fears for ever. 

2. The Hope of Glory ſhould be a conſtant and commanding motive to purihe our ſelves. 
Hope is the great ſpring of ations 1n this World ; it enters into all our defigns, and mixes 
with all our endeavours. The Husbandman ploughs in all the. Froſts and Snows to 


which he is expoſed, in hope of a fruitful Harveſt. The Mariner fails through dange- 


rous Seas, often inrag'd with Storms and Tempeſts, and amoag Rocks and Sznds, tor 


a hopeful Venture. How much more ſhould the Hope of Heaven make us ative and 


ardent in ſeeking for it; conſidering we have infinitely greater ſecurity of obtaining ir, 
the Word of God, and the ObjeQ, is above all compariſon with the rhings of this World. 


Here the wiſeſt and moſt diligent are uncertain to obtain their' Ends, the trifles which 


they earneſtly expeCQt, and are certain after a while to/ loſe them: Bur if we in the firtt 
place ſeek the Kingdom of God, we ſhall certainly obtain it, and *cis unforfeitable for 
ever. I will conclude with the efficacy of this Argument declar'd by the Apoſtle. The 
Grace of God that bringeth Salvation has appeared unto all Men, teaching «s, that denying 
Ungoalineſi aud worldly Luſts, we ſbould live godly, righteouſly and foberly in this *preſent 
World, looking for that bleſſed hope, the glorious appearance of the great God, and our 84: 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, This will keep us ſteAfaſt and unmoveable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord. 

4. The Fear of God is a Grace of excellent efficacy to perfe& Holineſs in us: *Tis 
the Apoſtle's dire&ion, perfetting Holineſs in the fear of God. The Divine Wiſdom has 
annexd Rewards and Puniſhments to ſtrengthen the authority of the Law, to work 


upon Hope and Fear, which are the fecrer ſprings of Humane AQtons; and for the 


Honour of his Goodneſs and Juſtice that are principally exerciſed in his Moral Govern- 


ment. That hope may be a powerful motive to do our Duty, and Fear a ſtrong bridle 
ro reſtrain from Sin, the reward mult exceed all the temptations of Profit, or Pleaſure, 
or Honour, that can accrue by tranſgreſſing the Law, and the penalcy of all the Evils 
that may be inflicted for obedience.to it. From hence it is, that divine Hope and godly 
Fear have {uch a commanding conquering power in the Hearts of true Believers, and 
are {ov operative in their Lives, that they will nor neglett their Duty to avoid the great- 
eft Evil, nor commit a Sin to obcain the greateſt Good. be SUNG. Rs 1h. 

The Grace of Fear I have diſcours'd of in another place, and ſhall be the ſhorter in the 
account of its nature, and cleanſing Vertue here. Fear introduces ſerious Religion, pre- 
ſerves and improves it : 'Tis the Principle of Converſion to God, and knocks at the door 
of the Soul, that Divine Love may have admiffion into it : It ariſes from the conviction 
of Guilt, and the apprehenſion of Judgment that follows. When Pau! diſcourſed of 
Righteouſneſs, and Temperance , and Judgment to. come, Felix trembled : The Priſoner, 
with the afliftance of Conſcience, made the Judge tremble. This Fear was more torment 
than reverenee. According:to the greatneſs and nearneſs of an Evil, and the apprehen- 
fions of it, the ſtronger is the Fear, In the turning of Sinners, the impreſſions of it are 
different : Stronger degrees are requtfiteto rouſe the obdurate, and ro make them fly from 
the Wrath 10 come. The Jaylor ſurpriſed with Terrors, cryes out, Sirs, what ſhall 1 


do to. be ſaved? *T is ſaid, The Lord' open'd the heart of Lydia, as with an oyld Key; 


but an Earthquake was neceſſary to open-the Jaylor's, Till there is felt ſomerhing more 
tormenting than carnal \ ſweets are pleaſing, Men will not mortity their Luſts. One 
will not ſuffer a part of his Body to'be cut off, unlefs an incurable Gangrene threategs 
fpzedy Death. The World is preſent and ſenſible, and'continually diverts men from che 
conlideration of their Souls, unleſs Erernal things are by a ftrong application impreſs'd 
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Till urged by the Terrors cf Everlaſting Death, they will reject the 
offers of everlaſting Life. While Carnal Men are in Proſperity, they hate Inftruttion to 
prevent Sin, and deſpiſe Reproot to correct Sin; they Night the teartul report of ] hunger, 
3nd do no more tremble at the Torments of Hel}, threaten'd in the Word of Ged, than 
at Squibs and Crackers, the ſport of Boys. But in ſharp AMlictions, and tlic approaches 
of Death, when Conſcience draws near to God s Tribunal, it brcomes bold, and retumcs 
the Government, and calls them to an account for all their Rebeiliors, and forces them 
to Confels what they would fain Conceal, their tears of Eternal Judgment. 

2. Holy Fear preſerves and increaſes Religion. This may be conlicer d as 1t 1nclules 
Revercace of God, with circumſpettion and Caution. 'The Fear of Reverence 1s an 
inſeparable AﬀeRion and Charatter of a Saint : Hear the prayers of thy ſervants who de- 
fire 10 fear thy name. The deſires include the ſincerity of this Grace, in oppolition to 
Hopocrifie and pretences, for they are the unfeigned lifes of the Soul; and ihe treenels 


- of the AﬀeQioa in oppoſition to Violence and Conttraiart. The Nime co God implics bis 


Excelleat Attributes, the proper Motives of Holy Fear. His Majetty is adur'o by the 
Angels in their humble poſture before his high Throne. i118 Purity, whercia Gui coco fo. 
excel, and we are ſo deteCtive, excites the moſt awful reſpects of him. Who wee!d ror 
fear thee, for thou art holy ? Holy and reverend # his name. His Gooineſs to a Holy 19+ 
genuous Soul is a mative of fear : they ſhall fear the Lord and; his goodneſs. It Fear ce- 
clines and {lumbers, there is preſent danger of loliog the pureit ſweetneſs of Love and 
Toy that proceeds from iatercourle and Communion with God. His Omaiſcicace, and rhe 
recompences of his Juſtice and Power keeps the Soul Cautious, Icit we ſhould offend him. 
W hat Stupidity, what fury, to provoke ſo dreadful an Adverſary, who can cilpatch a 
Sinner to the Grave and Hell in a Moment? Some obje(t, that,'tis unſuitable to the 
gracious diſpenſation of the Goſpel, for the Children of God to reftc& upon his Terrible 
Attributes, But are they wiſer than God, who uſes this Diſcipline as Medicinal, either 
tro prevent Sin, Or to correct them into their Duty : Are they more Evangelical than our 
Saviour, who counſell'd his Diſciples, 1 ſay unto you, my friends, be not afraid of them that 
can kill the hody, and after that, have no more that they can do! But 1 mill forewarn you 
whom you ſhall fear, fear him which after he hath kill d, hath —_ to caft into hell, Iſay anto 
you, fear him. Are they more Spiritual than St. Pas/, who from the Conſideration of 
our being accountable for all things done 1n the Body, before the inlighraed Tribunal 
of Chriſt, infers, Knowing therefore the terrors of the Lord, we perſwade men. This In- 
fluenc'd him to a zealous diſcharge of his Duty. 


It may ſeem very difficult to reconcile the exerciſe of holy Fear, with Faith, and 
the SanQiified Aﬀections of Love, Hope, and Joy. But it will appzar they are very 
conliitent. | 


1. Fear is the produd of Faith: and aſſurance of God's Favour is preſerved by the 
Fear of his Diſpleaſure. Fear rs not contrary to Fath, but to Preſumption : Be zor high- 
minded, but fear. - A jealouſie of our ſelves, left we ſhould provoke God, is joyn'd with 
a more entire and pure Trult in his Grace and Mercy. 

2. The Love and Fear of God have a mutual Cauſality on each other. The Love 
of God excites Thoughts of his continual Preſence and PerfeQions, that cauſe an awful 
eſteem of him, by which Love is maintain'd. Deſires proceed from Love, and ?tis ex- 
preſs'd in the forecited place, thy Servants who deſire to fear thy Name. The fear of the 
Lord is their Treaſure, not their Torment, for their fear to Offend him, is from their pure 


 Loveto Fleaſe him. Indeed fervile Fear, that is merely from the conlideration of his Anger 


and Power, is conſiſtent with the Love of Sin, and incoaliſtent with rhe Love of God : 
tis a judicial and violent impreſſion on Conſcience, that Carnal Men would fain deface, 
that they might freely enjoy their defir'd ObjeAs, and *tis by Fir's, for God ſomcrimes 
thunders in the Conſcience as well as in the Air. But filial Fezr is the Habirual Con- 
{titution of a Saint, he is voluntary and aQtive to preſerve it in comiaval Exerciſe. 

| J- The Fear of God, and Hope, are joyn'd ia Scripture, and in the Hearts of Be- 
lievers. Tle Lord delights in thoſe that fear him, and hope in his mercy. Fear and Hope 
conremper each other ; Fear without Hope is flaviſh, and Hope wichout Fear is ſecure. 
As the growth of things in Nature, Flowers and Fruits, is trom the heart of che Days, 
and the cold moilture of the Nights, ſogrowth in Grace is by the warm eacouragerments 
of Hope, and the chilling influence of Fear. A regular Hope ia che Promiſes, is joya'd 
with an humble Fear and SubjeQion to his Commands. - 

4. Holy Fear is mixed with Joy. Serve rhe Lord with fear, and rejoyce with trembling. 
Carnal Joy, and Carnal Fear and Sorrow, are contrary Extremes that proceed from con- 
trary Cauſes, A proſperous State in this World, and the Satisfation of the Senſual De- 
kces, is the root from whence carnal Joy ſprings, and is nouriſht ; and the being de- 


pilved 
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prived of Temporal good things, diſabled by Sickneſs to enjoy them, or the proſpeQ of 
{ome imminent diſaſter, are the cauſe of Fear and Guilt. But the exerciſe of'Spiritual Joy and 


Holy Fcar, are conſiſtent at the ſame time; for the ſerious refleQtion on the Divine At: 
triputes, Excite both thoſe affections. We read that when Miry Mazdalex, with the 
other 3/4 y, came to the Sepulchre of Chriſt, at the bright appearance of an Angel that 
declar'd his RefurreQion, hey went away with fear and great joz, Sinful AﬀeCtions are 
oppolice to Grace, but Gracious AﬀeCtions are inſeparable. The fear of offending God 
is a preſervative of our Joy in him: asa Hedge of 'Thornsis a Fence to a Garden of Roſes. 
In the Kingdom of Love and Joy, the Reverent Fear of God is in its Exaltation. 

2. There is a Fear of Caution, that is always joyn'd with the other, and excites us 
to walk circumſpectly and exattly, chat we may be always approved and: accepted of 
God. The fear of the Lord is clean, effeQtively, This will prevent ſecret Sins which are 
only known to God. Thou ſhalt not curſe the deaf, nor lay a ſlumbling-block before the 
blind, but fear the Lord. Fear is an Internal Guardian, that keeps the Hearc pure, of 
which Go4 is the InſpeQtor and Judge. It will not ſuffer us to Sin freely in Thought, 
nor foully in A. When Fear draws the Lines of our Duty, our Steps will be Regular. 
Fear keeps us cloſe to God, by the perſwalion of his All-ſeeing Eye, and is oppos'd to the 
forgetfulneſs of God, the cauſe of all the Errors of our Lives. Holy Fear will make us 
to perform our Duty in thoſe degrees that are commanded, to pleaſe God. 'Tis the 
Principle of Perſeverance: thus God aſſures his People, I will put my fear in their hearts, 
and they ſhall never depart from me. The Cauſes of backſliding are Alſurements and 
Terrors: pleaſant Temptations ſometimes ſo ſtrongly infinuate into the AﬀeRions, that 
Love calls in Fear to its Aſſiſtance to repel them : for ſtrong Fear and Delight are in- 
conſiſtent. If Terrors are objeCtted to drive us from our Duty, the greater Fear will 
over-rule the leſs; the Fear of God will expel the fearfulneſs of Man : For the moſt 
flaming Anger of Men is more tolerable, than a ſpark of his Diſpleaſure. 

From hence 'tis evident, that the Pear of God is the Fountain of heroick Courage, 


and fortifies the Spirit, that the threatnings of Men cannot ſupplant our conſtancy. If. 


our reſidence were perpetual in this World, it were a point of Wiſdom ro ſecure the 
Favour of Men ; but ſince we muſt ſhortly dye, as ſurely as we live, 'cis extreme folly, 
by compliance and low reſpeQts to Men, to loſe our intereſt in God, and- provoke him, 


with whom we muſt be cither in his favourable and felicitating preſence, or in his 


terrible preſence for ever. The Rage of Man cannot reach beyond the Grave, but the 


Wrath of God extends to Eternity. *Tis « fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living | 


God, who lives for ever, and can puniſh for. ever. 


Let us therefore be exhorted to paſs the time of our ſojourning in fear. Temptations : 


are frequent, and we are frail, and are never ſafe without circumſpeQtion. The Fear o 
God is the beginning of Wiſdom ; the principal part of it. Wiſdom is not imployed about 
trivial things, but affairs of moment. Now what is there of ſuch conſequence in the 
World, as the dire&ing the Soul to Eternal Bleſſedneſs ? How to eſcape the moſt immi- 
nent and deſtructive Evil, and to obtain the moſt defirable Good, 

Indeed the Paſſion of Fear, when exorbitant and overwhelming, cauſes a wretched 
negle& of the means of Salvation. If a Ship ſprings a leak, and the Waters pour faſter 
into it, than the Mariners can pump it out, and they ſee nothing but the Sea ready to 
{wallow them up, their Hearts and Hands faint, and they give over all labour. If Men 
are deſperate, they will be diſobedient : But we can never raiſe our Fears of God too 
high, it we retain a firm belief of his Mercy that rejoices over Judgment. This will not 


infringe our Liberty, but inJarge it; for *tis the moſt ignominious ſlavery to be under 


the dominien of Sin, and rhe juſt apprehenſions of its terrible Conſequences. 

The Fear of God ingages him to be our Friend, and reſcues us from all the perplexi- 
ties to which we are liable 1n this open ſtate. Many Sins are committed for the fear 
of the anger of Men, and preſumption of the Mercy of God; but *tis often found, 
that a Religious Conſtancy gains more Friends than Carnal obſequiouſneſs. When 4 
man's ways pleaſe the Lord, ke will make his enemies to be at peace with him, 

Eſpecially in all aQ&s of Worſhip, this Grace ſhould be 1n its higheſt exerciſe. 'Tis 
the Apoſtles dirc&ion, I ct us draw near with reverence and godly fear, for our God is 4 
conſuming fire. We mult ſolemnly conſider the Greatneſs of God, who dwells in light ins 
ecceſſible, and is a conſuming Fire to all that diſparage him by ſlight and careleſs Adoreſſes. 
Shall not his Excellency make us afraid? In Prayer let vs draw near to his Throne in the 
_ceepelt ſenſe of our meanneſs and unworthineſs ; and tremble at the hearing 'of his 

Word. This diſpoſition will make us acceptable in his Eyes. The Lord faith, The 
. Heaven is my throne, and the: Earth-ts my footſtool; to him will Ilook, who is poor and of a 
contrite ſpirit, and trembles at my word. Ke 
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And in timzs of Temptation, when pleaſing Luſts are imperious and violear, raen 'tis 
neceſſary to controul them by the fearful remembrance, that for all theſe things God will 
bring us to Judgment. This will clear the Mind from the ecliples and clouds of the 
Carnal Paſſions, and keep the Senſes under the dominion of the ſuperior and ſurer 

culties. 

eſſe is the Man that fears always, that is continually vigilant 1n ſecret, and ſaciety ; 

who conſiders that God's Eyes are always upon him, in order to Judgment, and whole 

| Eyes are always upon God, 1n order to Acceprance. 
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The Promiſe, that God will be our Father, a powerful inducement to flrive after the Perfeftion 
of Holineſs. The dignity and happineſs of the Relation. The Pardon of Sin, an adop- 
tive freedom in Prayer, and intereſt in the Eternal Inheritance, are the Priviledge; of - 

| God's Children. The influence of this Relation to make us entirely holy conſidered. An In- 
guiry whether we are proceeding to Perfetlion ; the vanquiſhing Sin, an indication of the 
Power of Grace. The habitual frame of the Heart, and fixed regularity of the Life, aiſ- 
covers our progreſs in Holineſs. According to our Love to God, and thinvs that have 
the neareſt reſemblance to him, we may juage of our Spirituality. The Spiritual Law of 
God, the Spiritual Worſhip of God, the Spiritual I2age of God in the Saints, are the 
prixcipal Objeits of the Love of the Spiritually minded. To preſerve an equal temper 

of Mind int he changes of the preſent ſtate, diſcover excellent aegrees of Holineſs. 


Am now come to the Third General Head, the Motives to inforce the Duty of 
ſtriving after pure and perfect Holineſs ; the Promiſes ſpecified in the antecedent 
Chapter, That the Lord Almighty will receive us, and we ſhall be his Sons and Daughters ; 
that he will dwell in us, his living Temples, and walk iz us. This divine Relation, and 
Communion the conſequent of it, ſhould keep the ſtate of Perfetion always in our de» 
fign and view, and inſpire us with unchangeable reſolutions to endeavour the obtaining 
it. I will conſider the Dignity and Happineſs of this Relation. | 
1. The Dignity. Secular Nobility that is transfuſed from the Veins of Progenitors 
into the Veins of their Progeny, derives its luſtre from Fleſh and Blood ; and the glory of 
the Fleſh is like the flower of the Graſs, {o deſpicably mean and. fading. A Pamily that 
is diſtioguiſh'd by an illuſtrious Lineage, if nor qualified with internal vertuous Diſpo- 
ſitions becoming their ExtraQtion, is of no value, but in the vain fancies of Men : Bur 
the Relation to God as our Father, confers an Honour ſubſtantial and durable, in com- 
pariſoa whereof all the magnificent Titles ia this World are but ſhadows, and Smoak, 
and Dreams. We are 1n a ſtate of Unioa with the incarnate Son of God, and in that 
reſpe dignified above the Angels ; for their Lord « our brother, We are made par- 
takers of the Life and Likeneſs of God, and Heirs of his Kingdom. This Dignity is 
truly divine, and of more value than Soveraignty over the Principalitics and Powers of 
Darkneſs. Our Saviour ſpeaks to his Diſciples; 1n thi rejoice not, that Spirits are ſub- 
ject to you, but rather rejoice that your names are written in Heaven. 
2. The Happinels of this Relation will appear in the-Privileges that are conſequent 
and comprehenlive of all Bleſſings. 
(1.) The ritle of a Son has annexd to it the promiſe of the Pardon' of Sin. This 
Mal 3.7. - Is declar'd by God himſelf, I will ſpare them as a Father ſpares his Son that ſerves him. 
There are ſpots in the belt of God's Children, *'Tis equally impoſſble, there ſhould 
be abſolutely pure Vertues in the ſtate of Grace, as unmixed Elements in the ſtate 
of Nature; But our Fraiities lamented ang {riven againit, rather move his Com- 
paſſion, than ſzvere Dilpleaſure. Sins of a heimous Nature preſumptuoully committed, 
retracted by Repentance, are not-excepted from his pardoning Mercy. Of this there is 
the molt comtorcable aſlurance in David's caſe ; For after his complicated Sin, when he 
was melted in Tears of Contrition, God ſealed his Pardon, and ſent the notice of it by 
Nathan the Prophet. God was fo entirely reconcild to him, that after his Death he 
gave this Teſtimony of him, That David did that which was vipht in the fiaht of the 
Lord, and turnea not from any thing that he commanded him, all the days of his Life, 
exce;t in the matter of Uriah: He would not name that Sin of fo high a Provocation. 
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The Pardon of Sin 1s attended with all the moſt excellent: Bleſſings, the teſtimonies 
of his Favour. Guilt ſeals the fountain, and ſtops the current of Mercies; it expoſes 
us to the Terrors of the Lord. If Sin be pardon'd, Peace of Conſcience is a Rainbow 
of Tranquility in the ſtorms of outward Evils. If Guilt be not aboliſh'd, a Sinner in 
the moſt ſhining Proſperity, has fearful darkneſs within. 
(2.) This Relation gives us an adoptive freedom, and joyful acceſs to God in Prayer. 
God, upon his Throne of Glory, or his Throne of Judgment, ſtrikes us with Terror ; 
but upon the Throne of Grace, as our Father , invites our Addreſſes. The Apoſtle 
incourages ws fo come with boldneſs to the Throne of Grace, or Grace upon the Throne, 
diſpenſing Grace and Mercy in time of need. We ſtand in need of Mercy to pardon, and ' 
Grace to preſerve us from Sin, of Counſel and Comfort in our various Exigencies, and 
our Heavenly Father 1s able and rezdy to grant our Requeſts. 
'Tis the Law of Heaven, that Blefſings are to be obtained by Prayer; for that is 
the homage due to God's eternal Greatneſs ; 'tis the acknowledgment of his All ſuffi- 
ciency, that he can ſupply all our Wants, fatishe our Deſires, allay our Sorrows, ſub- 
due our Fears ; *tis the glorifying his Mercy that inclines him to relieve the miſerable 
and unworthy of his Benefits, The whole Trinity affords incouragement to our Faith 
in humble Prayer. The Mercy 'of the Father who receives them, the Merits of the 
" Son who preſents them, and the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit who indites them, It 
we come jealous as Strangers, or fearful as Slaves, and not with a Filial freedom and 
reliance, we diſparage his love and power. A regular truſt of Benigaity in the giver, 
and diſtant from all preſumption of Merits in the receiver, is very honourable to God, 
and beneficial to us. Our Saviour confirms our Hope by a powerful Argument ; If 
you that are evil know how to give pood pifts to your Children, how much more ſhall your bea- 
venly Father g:ve good things to them that ask him? The deduCtion is with convincing 
force and evidence ; It the Natural Love of a Father be ſo deeply planted in his Heart, 
that 'tis prodigious if any deny neceſfary ſupport to their Children; can you ſuſpe& thar 
God will not ſupply the wants of his Children? An Earthly Parent may be unnatural, or 
unable to relieve a Child 3 but in our heavenly Father, love and power are truly infinite. 
The ſedfaſt belief of this, is the ſovereign cure of piercing Cares, the great Compoſer of 
_ our diſtracted Paſſions. *Tis the Apoſtle's Counſel, Be #x nothing careful, but let your re- 
queſts be made known with thankſgiving , and the peace of God that paſſes underſtanding, 
ſhall keep your hearts. There is no Bleſſing ſo great, no Evil fo ſmall, but we may pray in ; 
Faith to God, to beſtow the one, and remove the other. Unvaluable Priviledge! he 
proteQts them from Dangers, relieves them in their Troubles, and releaſes them out of 
Troubles. His Eye is intent upon the Righteous ; his Ear is open, and inclined to hear 
theic cry ; his hand is as ready as powerful to deliver them from Death : Davzd ſaith, 7 
have ſet the Lord always tefore me : He us at my right-hand, I ſhall not be moved. Tn all his Magnuz ſpect 
Combats, God appear'd as his ſecond : When his Dangers were extream, the ſorrows of uy. 
Death incompaſſed him, he diſpatches a Prayer to Heaven for ſpeedy relief, and God aps je. Aug. pc 
pear'd in Arms for his defence. | 14. 
I ſhall add for our Dire&ion and Comfort, that the Love and Providence of God ts often #* cm ora, | 
as viſible ta the inlightned Mind, in denying ſome Petitions of his Children, as 1a grant» TT wes 9 
ing others. Somerimes they pray for temporal things, unbecoming their alliance with ſun: zcerms, _ 
God, and their intereſt in his ſpecial favour. ?Tis recorded of that Wiſe Theban, - Epami- 7” my _ 
nodes, that when a Friend, greatly in his eſteem, requeſted his favour to releaſe a mean 1. pun no 
Fellow, impriſoned for a Crime, he denied him:; arid afterward releaſed him at the deſire 2-rven , now 
of a.deſ{picable Perſon ; and gave this Reaſon, That was not 4 Favour in proportion to the __ - erebgg 
Dignity of Pelopidas, but ſuit able to the Quality of the other Petitioner. T hus the Children ancit ſus bene- 
of this World, who believe no other happineſs, but the enjoyment of temporal things, + Amb, 
{ſometimes obtain their Deſires ; bat the Children of Light are not heard in their Prayers for 
; they being unſuitable to their heavenly Dignity, and not the ſure ſigns of God's 
avour, | | 
Sometimes, by miſtakes , they pray for things prejudicial to their Salvation; and it 
would be a ſevere Judgment if God ſhould beſtow them. We read of the poſſeſs'd Per- 
ſon in the Goſpel, that the evil Spirit made uſe of his Tongue to requeſt our Saviour, that he 
would not torment him , that is, not expel him from his habitation. Thus the Carnal 
part, incens'd by the Tempter, is often clamorous to obtain as a Benefir, that which 
would be hurtful to the Soul, and God is merciful in the denial, We know not what to 
3sk, but our heavenly Father knows what to give. | 
Sometimes God beitows equivalent or better Bleſſings than whar his Children pray for. 
If God gives Contentment with Poverty, *ris equivalent to Riches$ it Patience with Sick- 
neſs, *cis better than Health ; if Eternal Life in Heaven, 'cis infioit-ly better than a long 
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Martres nn Life on Earth. Hedid not preſerve the Martyrs from the flames, nor forfake them in «;z 
- 9 Rag fAames, but in thoſe fiery Chariots convey'd them to Heaven, 

= Briefly, God never denies or delays to grant the Petitions of his Children, but for a grez- 

ter good to them: He always hears their main Delires ; that is, he beltows ſuch Blefſings 

as are moſt conducible for his glory, and their good. "This is the principal Petition of tt e 

Saints, in conformity to Chriſt in his exigency ; he prayed tobe ſaved from the af pr oachint 

hour of his terrible ſafferings ; bur ſubordinately to a higher requeſt , Cather, glorify thy 

name. 

: Laſtly; The Relation of Children to God, 1s not an Empty Title, but includes an In- 
tereſt in the Eternal Inheritance. The Apoltle inters, 1f ſons, then hezrs, heirs of Ga, 
co heirs with Chriſt, The Sons of Earthly Patents cannot all inherit ; che Eldeft 1s the 
Heir to maintain the Splendour and State of the Family ; and the Younger have often bur 
thin Provition. If a Kingdom be the Inheritance, tis appropriated ro one: the Throne 
is incommunicable. When Pharaoh made Joſeph V iceroy of Eg ypt, he relerv'd the Throne 
to himſelt : In the throne I will be greater than thou But all che Saints are Kings, Our 
Saviour comforts his Diſciples, fear not little flack, *tis your Father's god pleaſure to pive 
90u the Kjngdom : and his Power 1s equa] to his Pleaſure. I hey are the Chiliren ct the 
King and Kingdom of heaven. The Xingdom, with a Note of Excellency; in Compariſon 
of it, all the Kingdoms of this World 1n their blazing glory are but a taint fgure and a 
foil. Tranſcendent Privilege | Infinite Bounty ! All the Conceptions we can form of 
happineſs are eminently in God. He1s the Glory, the Joy, the PerftcCicn, the Satisf.Ut- 
on of Intelligent Creatures. He alone can fill the Cepacty of Comprehenſive Immcertal 
Spirits, Hes their Eternal and intire Inheritance, poſlcls'd equally by all, without ci- 
minution toany. As the Light of the World is enjoyed by all without prejudice to any : 
according to the Apoſile's Expreſſion, T he inheritance of the Saints in Light. The Eter- 
nal enjoyment of God, excludes all tears of loſing it : there is a perpetual ſecurity from all 
change and ſeparation : and excludes all poſſible defires of a better ſtate. . Without Di- 
vine Revelation we could never have had any diſcovery of this fupernatural Bleſſednefs. 

The Apoſtle prays for the Fpheſians, that the God of our Lord Teſus Chriſt, the Father of 
Glory, would give unto them the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation, in the knowledge of him, the 
eyes of their underſtanding beirg enlightned, that they may know what us the hope of his call. ng, 

and what is the riches of theglory of hu Inheritance tn the Saints. God is infinitely rich in his 

PerfeQtions, in Mercy, in Wiſdom and Power; and as the Father ſaid to his Son in the 

Goſpel, Son, all that 1 have is thine {0 all his Attributes ate exercis'd for the happineſs of 
his Children. 

The difference 1s obſervable between an earthly Inheritance, and the heavenly. For E- 
ſtates and Honours, conveyed by deſcent, are not poſſeſs'd til] the death of the Fathers; 
but we partake of the heavenly Inheritance, becauſe our Father lives: and we muſt dye 

| that we may enjoy it* For fleſh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven. What man- 
ner of love is it, that we ſhould be the Sons of Go1? When Pharaoh's Daughter compaſſio- 
nately preſerved Moſes, an expos'd Infant, and adopted him to be her Son, 'twasrareand 
wonderful goodneſs. T he Privilege was fo high, that the {elf denial of Moſes is recor- 
ded with this Illuſtrious proof of it, that he refus'd to be call'd the ſon of Pharaoh's dauphter. 

Bur ſhe had no Son of her own. Adoption isa legal ſupply for the want of Natuial Pro- 

geny. Bur God had an Eternal Son the heir of his love and glory, the adequate Obje&t of 

his Complacency, yet he raiſed us to fo near an alliance. Men adopt Sons for their ſup- 
port and comfiort, and uſually thoſe in whom ſome praiſe- worthy qualities appear. God 

did not want a Son, but we wanted a Father : in thee tle fatherleſs find mercy. There 

was nothing in us but fin and miſery, an occaſion of his mercy. 

'Tis added by the Apoſtle, we are co-heirs with Chriſt. This may ſeem to be a Uſurpati- 
on upon his Prerogative, who 1s inveſitd with the Supremacy of Heaven. But this is ea- 
lily clear'd, by conſidering that Chriſt has a double Title to the Inheritance: 1. A Natu- 
ral Title as the Son of God, in a tranſcendent and peculiar manner. From Eternity there 
was a mutval polſeſſion of the Father and the Yon, wherein their Blefſſedneſs conlifts. 
This Title is fingular and incommunicable. 2. An acqui”d 7] itle by his Meritorious Q- 
bedience and Sufferings. Therefore God has exalted him above all Principality, and Poner, 
and Mig't and Commion, and every Name that ts nam'd, not only in this World, but in that 
to come. nd ſuch 1s his aſtoniſhing love, he aſſociztes us with him. in this Title ; he 
communicates a right to vs in his Kingdom, by the Merits of his Death, and introduces 
us into poll: (on by his Mediation. His glory is inconfiftent with ours, and inſeparable 


from ours: for when the Head is crown'd, the Members reign. The Saints fit down wirh 
him in his throne, as l'® is ſet aown onhis Father"s throne. by 
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2. Let us now conſider how influential this Privilege is, to make vs intirely holy: 


1. 'Tis moſt worthy of obſervation, that God, who might by meet Empire and Au- 
thority command us to do our Duty, is pleaſed by gracious inducements to endear our Du- 
ry to us. He might by Dominion and Power conſtrain us, but he is pleaſed by the ſweetelt 
AﬀecQions to allure vs. A wile Prince, according to the rules of true Policy, will rathef 
govern by love than fear : for his ſafety and tranquility is more preſerv'd by it, - Fear may 
{ſecure him from open Rebellions and Affaults : but love from ſecret underminings; from 
Treachery and Poyſon. *Tis true, there isno ſuch Motive inclines God to allure our love, 
but his deſign 15 to gain our hearts to obey him, that he may crown our Obedience, 
Fear reſtrains us from provoking him, but Love makes us aQtive and chearful topleale him. 
Now what can be a more powertul obligation to love him, than the receiving vs into the 
high and dear relation of his Children? If we look up to God, and down upon our ſelves; 
we ſhall be (truck with equal admiration and confuſion. "There 1sa rare and moſt affcCt- 
ing Example of humble thankfulneſs recorded: in Scripture, when David ſaid to Mephibo- 
ſbeth, Fear not, T will ſurely ſhew thee kindneſs for Jonathan thy Father's ſake, andwill reſtore 
thee the Land of Saul thy Father, andthou ſhalt eat bread at my table continually ; he bowed 
himſelf, and ſaid, What is thy ſervant, that thou ſhouldſt look on ſuch a dead Dop as I am? 
Mephiboſheth was of Royal ExtraQtion, and the yon of Jonathan, who infinitely deſerv'd 
of David, yet how does he vilifie himſelf ro magaihe the King's favour? What an ex- 
tream diſparity is there between the kindneſs of D.wid, and the condeſcending compaſſio- 
nate love of God ? He ts the High and Holy One ; we were Enemies to him, and had our 
Portion with Dragons, yet he has received us 1nto his Family, and adopted us into the 
Line of Heaven. 

2. Conſider, the Promiſes ſo exceeding preat and precious, ſo ſtable and ſure, are condi- 
tional, and not to be obtaind without conſent to the terms ſpecified in them. The Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel are molt free in their original and rife, the Love of God ; but their per- 
formance is ſuſpended upon ſuch terms, as the bountiful God requires of us. *Tis true, 
his Grace aſſiſts us to perform them, and the performance is for the full and final glory of 
his Grace: Bur the Conditions are indiſpenſably requir'd. The terms of the Goſpel are 
as ſtrictly enjoyn'd to our obtaining Salvation, as the terms of the Law were to preſerve 
the happy Life of Man in Paradiſe. Tis not within the compaſs of Omnipotence, to ad- 
mit us to partake of Adoption and Communion with God , without our being clean- 
{ed from Sin, and being changed into the Image of God. It would diſparage the unſpot- 
ted holineſs of God to rake one into Sonſhip, and to manifeſt his complacential love in 
him that continues 1n the (tate of polluted Nature. While Mea are alienated from the 
Life of God, they cannot havea filial reJation to him : For God cannot deny himſelf, nei- 
ther can there be Communion with him. We are direQed to draw near to God, and he will 
draw near tous; but we muff cleanſe our hands, and purifie our hearts. St. John declares the 
heavenly Privilege of Chriſtians, Truly our Communion is with the Father, aud with Teſts 
Chriſt; and he declares the terms of it, If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowſhip one with another. Communion implies freedom and fruition, a mutual intercourſe 
of Mercies and Duties ; the Soul aſcends to God by aCts of Faith and Love, and God des 
ſcends into the Soul by excitations of Grace, and influences of Joy. There can be no 
love withour likeneſs, nor fellowſhip without love. Accardiog to the degrees of our ho- 
lineſs, the more exaCt 1s our reſemblance of God, and the more clear and comfortable is 
the evidence of our filial relation to him. Fire is more clearly diſcovered by:Flame, than 
by alittle Heat ; ſo Grace is moſt conſpicuous in the view of Conſcience, by its radiant 
Operations. The Spirit of Adoption 1s the Spirit of Regeneration : *Ts from his teftimo- 
ny with our ſpirits, that we have the comfortable aſſurance, that we are the Children of God. 
The Spirit firſt works before he witneſſes, and his teſtimony is always in conformity to the 
Rule of the Word, wherein the infallible Chara&ers of the Children of God are laid 
down. The teltimony 1s argumentative and declarztive from thoſe divine Difpoſitions 
that conſtitute the Children of God. 

God is terrible tothe Conſcience, and diftaſtful to the AﬀeRions of the unholy. The 
bright and ſeren< face of the Heavens 1s pleaſant to the ſight, but a black Cloud charg'd 
with Thunderbo'ts, and that threatens Storms, is look'd on with fear. The Counte- 
nance of God 1s a refreſhing Light to his obedient Children, bur is a tormentiog kire to 
the unſantifizd. They are averſe from the ſociety 'of the Saints ia the Ordinances, -be- 
caulz God 1s peculiarly preſent with them. They are unwilling ta retire from the Vanities 
and Bulineſs of rhe World, leſt Conſtience , God's Deputy, ſhould remember them: of 


their neglected Duties to God z and above all things they are afcaid to die, becauſe then 
zine Spirit returns to God that gave it. 


Now 
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Now if the Paternal Relation of God be theground of his moſt dear and beneficent At. 
feion to us, ſhall it not be the Motive of our dutiful AﬀeCtion to him ? If The a Father, 
where is my honour ? We are commanded to folow God 4s aear Chilaren : the Obligation 
is clearly Natural, from our heavenly Original and End. Wearcexcitcd by our Relation; 
As obedient Chilaren, not faſhioning our ſelves accordivg to the former Luſts in your ignorance ; 
but as he who has called us is holy, ſo be ye holy in all manner of Converſation, And we are 
exhorted to be blameleſs and harmleſs, the Sens of God without rebuke, 1n the miaſt of acrooked 
and perverſe generation, ſbining as Lights in the world. Tt we are cold and careleſs in our 
Duty, how juſtly may we be upbraided with that Queſtion of Confuſion, Do you thus re- 
quite the Lord, O fooliſh people and unwiſe? Is he not thy Father, that bought thee, and made 
hee? Is any thing more contrary to natural Conlcience and tupernatural Grace, than for 
thoſe who are in title and relation the Children of God, to renounce that Relation by a 
courſe of Life dire&ly oppoſite to it? To be called a Child of God, 1sa title of the high- 
eſt honour; and what a vile degeneracy is it, what a ſtain and infamy is ir, for ſuch to 
mind earthly things, to ſet their AﬀeQtions on periſhing Vanities, that defile and debaſe 
chem? *Tis atitle.of the moſt perfe& Liberty ; If the Som make you free, you are free in- 
deed. What a diſparagement is it to Believers to be faſtened by the Chains and Charms 
of their Luſts, in a moſt ignominious {laviſh Boncage? *Tis a ritle of Conſecration ; Fz0- 
lineſs to the 1 ord is ingraven on their Foreheaas, the viſible profeſſion of Chriſtians: Now 


can they conform themſelves according to tie cuſtom of this World, which hes in wicked- 
-zeſs, unleſs all filial AﬀeQtions to God be dead, or very languiſhing 1n their Breaſts? A ſa- 


cred Ambition, an aCtive Zeal toadorn the Goſpel, to live becoming the {1gnity and pu- 
rity of our Divine Relation, is the great Duty incumbent on us. 
To conclude this part, there may be ſincere grace in a Perſon, but through negle& of 


improving it to degrees of eminence, a Child of Light may wal iz» Darkneſs, and be depri- 
ved of the Senſe of God's preſent Love, and the joytul Hope of future Happineſs : He 
may fear that in every Affliction here, there is Anger without any mixture of favour, and 


in the approaches to Eternity be in difiratting doubts about his future ſtate, and an anxi- 
ous ExpeCation of an uncertain Sentence. *Tis our Intereſt, as well as Duty, to ſtrive 
to excel in Holineſs. : 


I ſhall now apply this DoQrine; 1. By inquiring whether we are proceeding to PerfeCti- 
on. 2. Propound DireQions how we ſhould follow it. 


1, I ſhall lay down ſome Rules whereby we may diſcern, whether we are proceeding 
to PerfeQtion, *Tis requiſite to premiſe, there may be an ealte miſtake in the Judgment, 
about-the truth and ſtrength of grace in mens ſouls. Indeed, there are clear and plain 
Rules in Scripture to judge of our {piritual ſtate, but the dark and crooked Hearts of men 
miſapply them. Carnal Men arc apt to miſtake Preſumption for Faith , and think the 
bolder they are in preſuming withouta Promile, the ſtronger they are in believing. They 
miſtake a fruitleſs ſorrow for ſin, to be Repentance. T hey {in and repent, and after Re- 
pentance they (in ; and walking ina circle of Repentings and Relapſings, take not one ſtep 
towards Heaven. But real Saints are often complaining of their want of Grace, and con- 
demning themſelves for their not umproving the Means of Grace. Their deſires are ardent 
and aſcending to PerfeQion, and they judge of their defeQts by that Meaſure. He that 
{3ils before the Wind ina River, and ſees men walking on the ſhore, to his Eye they feem 
to ſtand (till, becauſe of the ſwift motion of the Boat, T hus the Saints judge of their Im- 
perfections, by the {wiftneſs of their deſires after compleat Holineſs. I ſhall lay down 
rwo general Rules of Trial, concerning growth in Grace ; and proceed to particular dil: 
coveries. | 

:. The Vanquiſhing of Sin, is a certain indication of the Power of Grace. During 
the preſent Lite, from its firſt riſe, to its laſt fall, the Corruption of Nature in ſome 
degrees remains in the Saints. The fleſb luſts againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the 
fleſh, that we cannot an the thinos we would. Now the ſtrength of Sin is diſcover'd by the 
readineſs of the heart to a Temptation. Some are entangled at the firſt ſight of a plea- 
ſaot Object. The Tempter needs not raiſe a battery againlt them, for the treacherous 
Party within opens the Gates of the Senſes to receive his Temptations. Others, though 
unrenewed by SanQifying Grace, yet there is in them ſuch a reſiſtance between the Law 
of the Mind, and the Law of the Members, ſuch a conflict berween Conviction and Cor- 
ruption, that they reſolve to forſake Sin, 2nd by Reſtraihing Grace are in {ome [nſtan- 
ccs. kept from doing it: but ordinarily when Temptations are very inviting, they conſent 
and commit Sin. Nay the Saints are ſometimes ſurprizd and foil'd by the Temprcr : 

David by a ſudden glance was overcome, and fell into a Sinof a very foul Nature. Peter 
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ar the chall:age of a Servant denied his Maſter, and -was almoſt frozen to death with 
Fear, *till the compatſonate Eye of our Saviour warm'd-and melted him into tears of 
Repentance. * | | 0. 3 Tee 

To prevent Miſtakes, it muſt be confider'd, that the ceaſing from the aQs of Sin; 
does not always proceed from victorious Grace, In the abſence of alluring Obje&ts there 
is a ceaſing from the vicious acts, but the (inful AﬀeC&ions may be then moſt intenſe ; as 
Hunger is more ſharp 1n a time of Famine, when there is no Food to fatisfie it.; and 
Tiirk in a Wilderneſs where there are no Springs or Fruits to refreſh it, 15 more burning 
and tormenting. Sometimes through Impotenee or Ape, Men are diſabled from doing 
the Sin they fill Love. As a Diſeaſe cauſes ſuch a diſtaſte of pleating Meats and 
Drinks, that an intemperate Perſon is forced to abſtain from them. Sometimes a Man 
from his Conſtitution may be averſe from a particular luſt without a Spiritual Change 
in the Heart. Some are frightned from Sin by the Terrors of Conſcience, they dare not 
drink the pleaſant Wines from an abhorrence of the dregs at the bottom, and athers are 
allured from a Sin by a new Temptation. Burt Spiritual Mortificatioo conſiſts in this, 
the Carnal Aﬀe&ions are Spiritualiz'd ; Senſual Love is faſtned upon the Beauty of Ho- 
lineſs, Covetous Deſires change their ObjeQs, and are ardeat after the Treaſures of Hea- 
ven, and the deareſt Luſts are kill'd. 

Now the more ealie, frequent and clear the victory over Sin. is, in proportion Grace is 
advanc'd in the Soul, and its power 1s ſcen. Every Renewed Perſon is a Soldier under 

the illuminating ConduQt and Empire of the Spirit ; and acquires new ſtrength by every 
new ViCtory over the Carnal part. Sometimes the Carnal Appetite ſo Rroogly follicites 
the Will to conſent to a propoſal, that 'tis wavering ; and although the Inclinations does 
not proceed to the att of Sin, and the Conception be Abortive, the ViRory is thea im- 
perfe&, and obrain'd with difficulty. There are lingering Inclinations till working in 
our Hearts, towards preſent and ſenſible things, but when Grace is in the Throne, it 
enables a Man freely and readily to reſiſt thoſe enticing ObjeQs that raviſh the Carnal 
Aﬀe&tions. We have an admirable Inſtance of this in Joſeph, when tempted to Folly 
by his Miſtreſs, he preſently and conſtantly rejeQed her Importunity, and repeated Sol. 
licitations ; and as Pawl eaſily ſhook the Viper from his Hand into the Fire without hurt, 
ſo he preſerved his Purity untainted : This argued the dominion Grace had oyer the ſen- 
ſual Appetite. 

The more frequent our prevalency over Temptations is, argues the ſtrength of Sia is 
broken, and the firmer radication and vigour of the Divine Nature. As the houſe of 
Saul grew weaker every day, the houſe of David grew ſtronger. As the old Man decays, 
the new Man increaſes in ſtrength. | - ies 

The more compleat the victory is over Sin, the more clear indication we have of the 

wer of Grace. The compleatneſs either implies the' extent of the victory over the 
whole body of Sin, all the lufts of the defiring and angry Appetites, when no Sia is in- 
dulged, though pleaſant and profitable, and though it may ſeem never ſo ſmall ; for the 
Command of God is ſtrift and ſevere againſt every Sin, as it was agaioſt the 4malckztes, 
all muſt be deſtroyed. Indeed, no Sia is truly ſubdued, but all are in ſome degrees mor- 
tified. Or the compleatneſs of the victory implies, not only the abſtaining from the 
outward aQ, but the mortifying of the inward AfﬀeRions, the firſt ſeeds of Sin, , * 


[n ſhort, the excellent degree of Grace is moſt evident ia deſtroying the (ele and ſu- 
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perior Luft, that leads and animates many other; as the honour and great eſs of a 


Viftory is from the ſtrength of the Enemy that is vanquiſhed, And the power of Grace 
is diſcovered, 1n fecuring us from being foil'd by ſudden unexpe&ed Temptations. We 0 
read of the Tempter, He came to our Saviour, but found nothing in him, and could not _ 
faſten any impreſſion on him. *Tis true, 'tis morally impoſſible co atcain to this PerfeQtion, 
to be always watchful 1a this ſtate: of frail Fleſh; then militant Holineſs would be tri- 
umphant : But it ſhould be our earneſt endeavour to be fo fortified by holy Reſolutions, 
and ſo vigilant, that though we are ſurrounded by innumerable Enemies, we- may not 
be ſurpriſed by them. The preſent reward of ſabduing Carnal Luſts, execeds all Carnal 
Satisfaftion. What ſweeter refleFion can there be of Conſcience, the only true and 1n- 
ternal Comforter, than upon Innocence and ViQory ? | Os | 
2. The diſcovery of our progreſs in Holineſs, is made by the habitual frame of the 
Heart, and the fixed regularity of the Life. There cannot be a true Judgment of a 
Chriſtian, either when he is beſt diſpoſed, or whea he is worſt diſpoſed. One that has 
les Grace, may ſometimes in the uſe of the Ordinances feel high and holy AfﬀeRions in an 
unuſual manner : An cxcellent Saint, 1n time of temptation, may feel che power of Cor- 
rupticn ſtrangely great. A ſtrong Man in a fainting Fit is weaker than another ; a'weak 
Man in a Feyer is ſtronger than two. | But we may judge of the degrees of Grace by the 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual frame of the Heart, and the aQtions flowing from it. The character and deno- 
mination of Men in Scripture is from two Principles, the Fleſh and Spirit, The Apo- 
tle tells us, That they that are after the Fleſh, do mind. the things of the"Fliſh, and they 
that are after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. Thoſe who are not diftinguiſhd from 
the Carnal in the Reſurrection of Grace, 1thall not be ſeparated from them ia the Re- 
ſurreQion of Glory. DN . - 

The Carnal are under the prevalent influences of the outward Senſes; their Minds 
and Wills, their Imaginations and AﬀeRions, their Diſcourſes and Actions, arc all pointed 
on the Earth; their weak Eyes are dazled with the falſe luſtre of worldly things ;. their 
Hearts are raviſh'd with them. With what an accent and emplalis do they exprels their 
deſires, Who will ſhew ws any good? The World is the principal Object of their Eſteem 
and Love; they labour continually ; they ſweat and freeze, and move in a Circle of toz!- 
ſome Employments ; their deſires are unceſſant and unfatisficd without obraining it ; and 
their acquiring one thing, kindles deſires after another : But how {low and flack are their 
endeavours after eternal things? They uſe God to enjoy the World. 

But the Saints are ſpiritual in their Principles, Obje&ts and Ends. God is a pure Spirit, 
and the more we are ſpiritualiz'd, the more we partake of the Divine Nature, and are 
pleaſing ia his ſight. This diſcovers it felf by our Eſtzem, Aﬀettions and Converſati- 
ons: When the mind is purified from Carnal Prejudices and 'Paſſions, then the beauty 
and goodneſs of God, all his amiable excellencies, appear, and powerfully attraCt the 


Thoughts and Aﬀe&ions. The Chriſtian that can ſay with the Spirit of the Pſalmiſt, 


Whom have I in Heaven but thee, and there is none upon Earth 1 deſire beſide thee ;, and in 
the Expreſſion of the Church, 7he Lord 4 my portion, ſaith my Soul, he is ſpiritually- 
minded: He places his Happineſs in the Favour and Fruition of God: His temporal af- 
fairs are ſubordinate to his main deſign : He proſecutes with the greateſt reſolution, di- 
ligence, aod delight, his bleſſed End : He uſes the World to enjoy God: Riches is 
principally valued by him, as he ſees God's Love 1n them, and ſhews his Glory by them. 
Now *tis an infallible Rule, as we are affeQed towards God, and thoſe things that have 
the neareſt reſemblance to him, accordingly we may judge of the degrees of our Spiri« 
tuality. | 
More particularly, | __ 

1. The Divine Law is a clear Glaſs, wherein the Wiſdom, the ReQtitude, the Goods 
neſs and Holineſs of God are evident; and conſequently according to our Valuations 
and Love to it, theres a ſure ſign of a Divine Temper, and its prevalency in the Soul. 
David, the Man after God's own Heart, declares it to be his incomparable Treaſure, his 
deareſt Enjoyment : *T was the pleaſing ObjeQ of his Mind and Will : "Twas his medit a- 
tion all the day. Me expreſſes his Love to it in the higheſt degree, by intimating 'tis in- 
expreſſible. Oh how I love thy Law! He loved it becauſe "twas pure. The Holineſs of 
God ſo conſpicuouſly ſhin'd in its Precepts, that it was as ſtrong an ingagement to his Af- 
feCtions, as the Majeſty of God by its SanQtion, oblig'd his Conſcience to obey it. 

2. When the Worſhip of God, in its purity and ſimplicity, 1s the Obje of our Eſteem 
and Love, *cis the effe& of a ſpiritual frame of Soul. During the Levitical Diſpenſation, 


' the Service of God was perform'd with Pomp and Luſtre, ſuitable to the Church in its 
minority, when Paith did need the aſſiſtance of the Senſes: But now the Church is come 


to mature-Ape, and brought to nearer Communion with God, the gaudy allurements of 
Senſe are taken away. Men are naturally under the dominion of ſenſe ; of this there is 
the moſt clear and palpable Proof in the Heathen World , that would rather worſhip 
viſible Idols, than the true inviſible God. ?Tis a certain indication of Mens Carnal 
Minds, that they are pleaſed with Carnal Service, that laviſhly runs qut in Formalities, 
which by ſympathy works upon them. This affeQts the Eye, and is far more eaſie than 
Spiritual itaward Worſhip, that iſſues from the ſtrength of the Soul, and is performed 


with attention and ardency. This is very diſparaging to the Nature of God ; for it pro- 


ceeds from the conceiving of him to be like themſelves ( who are not Heavenly and 
Spiritual ) tobe pleaſed with an Earthly Bodily Service. The introducing Theatrical 
Ceremonies into the Service of God, is dire&ly oppoſite to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel. 
Whatever pretences are made, that they ſet a gloſs upon the plainneſs of Chriſtian 
Worſhip, and make it more amiable and venerable, they are like the artificial Painting 
of natural Beauty, that corrupts and does not commend it. The produQtions of Human 
Minds are imperfett at firſt, and are poliſh'd, and arrive to perfeQtion by degrees : But 
Divine Infticutions are complzat in their kind at firlt, and the more they recede from 
their original, they loſe of their purity and perfeftion. How acceptable thoſe parts of 
Worſhip are, (not choſen and commanded by God ) we may clearly underſtand by con- 
ſidering, that the enjoining ſuch new Rites, is a tacit preſumption that the Reaſon of 
Man 
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Man knows better how God {hould be honour d than himſelf docs; and how unprofitable 
they ars to us, 1s evident ; for being uled without his Warrant and Promiſe, we can- 
not exp2& the conveyance of his Grace, ani ovtaining his Favour by them, Only Spi- 
ritual Religion, the inward reality, 1s of value in his eftcem, Whea the Underſtanding 
is ſpicicually inlighrned, it eſteems the l1mplicity of Goſpel-worſhip to be its true Beauty. | 

Tis like the nakedneſs of Paradiſe, the indication of the unſtained Purity of our firſt 
Parents in that ſtate. | | 

'Tis true, in the Worſhip of God, we are to glorifie him with our Bodies, to behave 
our ſ{zlves in fuch a manner, as may expreſs Reverence, and excite Aﬀettion; but the 


;. The Mind, whea ſpiritually illuminated, ſees the true worth of the Saints, though 
in an oH{cure condition, and accordingly honours and loves theim. *Tis the charaQer of 
one that ſhall awell in the holy hill of God, that in his Eyes a wile perſon # contemned ; but he 
honours them that fear the Lord. Carnal Mea are ſtruck with outward Splendour, but 
inward Bcauty is not within their proſpect. They deſpiſe the holy, who are poor and 
mean in their outward circumſtances. But the Spiritual Man looks upon thoſe who are 
lofry and lawleſs, with Contempt, as beneath Men, 1n an igncminious bondage to their 
Luſts: But the godly, who are dignified with the glorious Titles of the Saints, and Sons 
of God, arc molt precious and dear to him. Ir 1s eaſie to know a Pifture well drawn, 
if we are acquainted with the Perſon whom it repreſents : Thoſe who know what Holi- 
neſs is in God, know what it is ia Men. Holineſs is the eſſential purity of his Nature, 
whereby he is infinitely oppoſite to all Moral Evil. Accordingly, thoſe who are un- 
dcfiled with fintul Evils, are certainly his Children. David ſtiles them, The excellent, in 
whom i all hu delight. It argues a clearer Spirit, and more ſacred Temper, to diſcover 
the ſhining exzellencies of the Saiats, notwithſtanding their eclipſe by the interpoſing 


joining Humane Devices upon that pretence, 1s the ſnare of conſcience, and has been fatal 
to the Peace of the Church. 
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medium of their Affi:Qtions. The Apoſtle tells us of ſome that wandred in ſheeps skins tae. ir, 49, 
and poats ikins, being acflitute, afflicted, tormented, confined to dens and caves, of whom the 38. 


Werld was not worthy. 

The Divine Image is renewed 1n the Saints, and ſhines in their Lives, and makes 
them amiable in God's Eyes, and ſo dear to him, that he gives them in charge to the 
Angels, the Armies of Light, thoſe bright anJ vigilant Guardians, to ſecure them from 
Evil. They are glorious within, tho' often diſguiſed and ſhaded by Poverty and Affli- 
Qtions. Without an internal Light their value is not known. 


3. To preſerve an equal Temper of Mind, and tenour of Converſation, in the vari- 
ous turns and changes of the preſent ſtate, argues an excellent degree of Holineſs. The 
condition of Men in this World, is like the Sea, the Theatre of Inconſtancy. Their 
AﬀeCttions are like the Winds, ſome are Turbid, others Serene and Chearful; ſome Warm 
and Comforting, others Cold and ſharp; ſome Placid and Geatle, others Stormy and 
Furious ; and 'tis as difficult to regulate the AﬀeQtions, as toorder thoſe diſcordant Spirits 
in the Air. They are the moſt depraved Faculties in Man: there are ſome fparks of 


Light and Purity in the Natural Conſcience, but the Paſſions are the Fountains of Sin | 


and Folly. By their unruly InſurceQtion, the underſtanding is depos'd, and men are 
brought into a brutiſh Servitude, They are ſometimes Jealous to-Rage, Sad to Deſ- 
pair, Dead with Fear, Drunk with Joy and fond Hopes of conceited Happineſs. To 
free us from thcir Vanity and Tyranny, is the moſt Noble effe& of Grace.. 

Now theſe dark Powers are never more unruly and turbulent, than in the change of 
Conditions, whether Froſperous or Calamitous. The obſervation of Hippocrates, that 
the change of Seaſons breeds Diſeaſes in the Body, is equally true in the change of Mens 
Conditions with reſpect to the diſtempers of the Mind : eſpecially if two Circumſtances 
are joyn'd, that the Changes be great and ſadden : as *cis an inſufferable violence to Na- 
ture to pals immediately trom one Extreme to another. *Tis argued on both ſides, whe- 
ther ſud 'en and great Calamittes do more diforder the Mind by Deſpair, or ſudden and 
preat i'roſperity by vain Preſumption. This may be ſaid, that Aﬀfliftons are more apt to 
reitore R-aſon that was lolt in proſperity, as is viſible by frequent Experience : and 1a 
ſuldcn Proſp:rity many have loſt the Underitanding they had ia a low Condition. 


”T:5 4 point of hizh and holy Wiſdom, lictle underſtood and lefs pratis'd, to manage 
Prof ory with Humility and Diſcretion, and bear adverlity with Paticace, to polleſs the 


Soul, at gurie it by Cicar and fteddy Rules becoming every Con 'ition. St. Pau des phy 1 is, 15, 


Clar: , I awe learn d 1n whatſoever flare I am, to be content : | know how to be abaſed, and 
1 know /;ow ro abound: every where and in all things I am inſlrutted both ro be full and to be 
Nannn hungry, 
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hungry, both to abound, and to ſuffer need. In Proſperity he was lowly and temperate, 
ready to ielign all at the firſt cali of the Giver. In Adverſity he was content, 25 1t ic 
had a ſecret Treature, a conceal'd Fountain iſſuing from within, he was Richin his deep 
Poverty ; for 'tty not acquiring Poſſeſlions, but rhe retrenching our Delircs, that makes 
us truly Rich. All the Gold and Silver of the Weſt: Inates, and the Pearls and Jewels of 
the Eaſt, cannot truly enrich the Soul. : This Leflon he had learat in the School of 
Heaven, and by Experience and Exerciſe made 1t lamiliar to hum, as our Saviour /earnt 
obedience by his Sufferings. _ 
This is a Daty as difficult as <xcellent: therefore a wiſe and holy Man, either con{cious 
of his own weakaeſs, or ſuſpicious of his ſtreagth, ſo earneſtly deprecated the Extremes : 
Give me neither poverty nor riches ; feed me with foos convenient ſor me « leſt 1 be fl! and 
deny thee, and ſay, who is the Lord? Or leſt 1 ve poor and ſteal, and take the name of the 
Lord in v4in. He was not without doubt or danger, leſt he ſhould be corrupted by 
Proſperity, or foil'd by Adverlity. 'There 1s great hazzard 10 citzer, but more 1n Fulnets 
than in Want, as was touch'd on before. He that rows10 a Shal'op near the ſhore, needs 
not the Skill and Courage of a Pilot that dires a Ship through Tempeltuous Seas, and 
with his ill-govern'd Ship mult {ink to the bottom. The Iemptations of Proſperity are 
more numerous: a {warm of Flics come to {weet things : and are very gratetul to the 
{ſenſual Appetites: the Temptations of Adverlity arc troubleſume and grievous, and at 
their appearance Nature recoils trom them: and accordingly the T empter manages them : 
he inſinuates into the Heart like a Serpent by Pleaſures, and transtules his poiſon incdif- 
cernible, but like a Roaring Lion he purſues the AMflicted, Expcricnce infiruQs us that 
many have made an ealie forfeiture of their Integrity, when Prolperous, and in ſharp 
Aftlitions have been recover'd. But in heavy Calamitics, we are apt cither to be fir'd 
with Diſcontent, and conſtructively to diſpute with God about the Righteouſneſs of his 
procecdings : or to faint and languiſh by bleeding inw aruly ; Vexation and immoderrte 
Sorrow hinder the free Exerciſe of Reaſon and Reitgion, anJ Mens ſuff-rings occaſio- 
nally increaſe their ſins. As when Phyſick does not work well, it 1improves the Diſcaſe, 
and brings Death more ſpeedily and paintully. 


Now ?tis rare to a wonder to ſee a Perſon wiſely to manage theſe wide cxtreams : and 
that there is not ſuch a variation of Scenes in the Paſſions according to External accidents. 
If che Sun thouid make a ſearch, it would diſcover but tew among the numberleſs 
number of Chriſtians, that enjoy proſperity without Inſolence, or ſutter Adverſty with- 
out Imy:ticace or { ch dejeAion «5s excceus the Rule of the Paſſhons. To endure the 
burning Line and frozen Pole, without diſcempering the Blood and Humours, proceeds 


from a ſound and firm Conſtitution. Toreceive no hurtful impreſſions by great changes 


of Con'irion, diſcovers a Habit of Excellear Grace and vertue 1n the Soul. Thus when 
a Perſon retains an humble Mind with riſing Honour, when Afﬀability, Modeſty and 
Condeſcenſion are joyn'd wich Courtly Dizany, *tis the effe& of great Vertue and Viftory 
over the-Natural Paſſions. *Tis ſaid by the P/a/miſt, 'The Sun knows it s poing down; when 
arrived at the Meridian Circle, and ſhining in its richeſt Beams, the revolution is certain, 
and he ſets in the Evening. So when thoſe who are 1a their highett elevation of Hoe 
nour, underſtand themſelves, and with ſober aud {ad thoughts conſider they muſt ſhort] 
decline, and ſer in the dark Grave, *tis the effeCt of excelient Vertue. When thoſe who. 
from a mean Condition , come to abound in Riches , do not ſet their hearts on them, 
remembring they often take Wings and fly to the Heavens, and the Poſſefſors mult 
ſhortly fall to the Earch, when they do not furniſh proviſions for their Luſts and Licen- 
tioulneſs, but ule them with diſcretion, when they employ them for Sacrcd and Merciful 
Uics, conſidering they are nor Proprietors but Stewards, when they conſider their Receipts 
and Expences, and the ftrict Account they mult give of all, this adorns the Goſpel. 


And in the ſudden Fall from a Proſperous, into a Calamitous Condition, when a Man 
looks upward to the Sovereign Diſpoſer of all Events, with meck Submiſſion, and reſiva 
themſelves to the Will and Wiſdom of God, whoſe end is to refine, not conſume them, 
by a Fiery Trial: When they are more ſollicitous to have their Aﬀfiiction ſanRifed than 


' removed, and bleſs God for taking, as well as giving his Eenctits; this is the effec of 


Excellent Grace, and has a Rich Reward attending it. 
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Striitneſs in judging our ſelves, and Candour in judging others, a ſizn of excellent Holineſs. 
Preferring the 1eſtimony of an unreproaching Conſcience before the Praiſe of Men, an 
Aroument of excellent Grace. The ſerious performance of Religious Duties in (ecret, a 
firn of a Heavenly Spirit. The forgiving Injuries, and overcoming Evil with Good, the 
ejſeft of eminent Grace. The more receptive Perſons are of Spiritual Admonition, to pre- 
went or recover them from Sin, the more holy. The deliberate defire of Death, that we 
may be perfettly holy, argues an excellent degree of Holineſs. Direction; to follow Holineſs 
in our early Age, with Zeal, with Alacrity, and nnfaintin2 Perſeveraxce. The Anſwer 
to Objeit ions apainſt ſtriving after perfet® Holineſs. That 'tis impoſſible to obtain it. 
That the Duty is extreamly difficult, That 'tis unceceſſary. Other Arguments propounded 
to excite us to this Duty. The Goſpel the perfett Rule of Holineſs. ' Examples of Per- 

| fettion to raiſe us to the beſt heighth. 'The Example of our Heavenly Father, of our Re- 


deemer, of the Angels, of excellent Saints , propounded. Our preſent Peace, and future 
Glory, are increaſed by our excelling in Holineſs. 


4- Q be (trictana ſevere in judging our ſelves, to be candid and favourable to others, 

argues a Man to be a proficient in PraQtical Religion. The Divine Nature plan- 
ted in cz Saints, 1S «@s Contrary to 510, a: Lite 1s to Death; and according as Grace is more 
lively 12 them, rhcce is a quicker perception, a more feeling ſenſe of Sin, and a ſtronger 
deteitation of it. For the clearer apprehenſions we have of the Majeſty and Purity of the 
Law-giver, the more extenſive underſtanding of the perfeQtion of the Law, the Rule of 
our Duty and Judgmear, the more intimate and exatt inſpection of our Hearts and Attions, 
che more deeply we are affected with our defe&s and defilements. How does Agur (whoſe 
Wiſdom and Holineſs appears 1n his choice of a Mediocrity before Riches) vilife himſelf, 
Surely I am more bruitiſh than any Mun, and have not the underſtanding of a Man ; T neither 
learned wiſaom, nor have the unacrſtanding of the holy. With what an emphaſis does he 
expreſs it, Surely I have not : It was not a ſuperficial acknoy ledgment, but proceeded from 
the depth of his Soul. How does the Plalmiſt aggravate his being ſurpriz'd by a ſtrong 
Temptation ? So feoliſh was I, and ſo like a beaſt before thee. The Prophet 1/aiah, after 
his Viſion of God upon a high Throne, and all the SanQtities of Heaven about him ina Po- 
ſture of Reverence, how does he break forth in perplexity ! Wo i' me, for I am a Man of 16.6. 
unclean Lips, and dwell with a people of unclean Lips , for mine eyes have ſeen the Kzns, the 
Lord of Hoſts. St. Paul, tho' the moſt exatt obſerver and example of the Duty of Chri- 
ſtians, who never ſhed a Tear for his Sufferings, how paſſtonately does he complain of the 
reliques of Sin? O wretched manthat I am, who ſhall deliver me from this body of Death? A 
{cracch in a piece of Canvas 1s hardly diſcovered; but if a Piture be drawn upon it, 'ris ve- 
Ty vifible. When the Image of God is drawn 1a the Soul, the leaſt Sins are obſerv'd. 

But with what allays does the Apoitle ſpeak of the fierce Zeal of the Jews, againſt the 
Dodrine of the Goſpel, and the profeſſors of it? 1 bear them record, they have a Zeal for *-9 © 
God, but not according to knowledge. He diſtinguiſhes between the ſincerity of their Zeal, 
and the error of it in the miſtaken Object. Bur he deteſts his own perſecuting the Church 
(though capable of the ſame allays) as fury and madneſs. If there be any mitigating: cir- 
cumitance, as in voluntary Ignorance, ſudden Surprize, or a ſtrong Temptation, (as in 
Peter's Caſe, his Mind was fo intent upon avoiding the preſent danger, that he did not con- 
ſider his Duty to his Maſter ; and this qualified his Sin to be an Iofirmity, and not treache- 
rous Iofidelity) 1t there be no deſign'd depravedneſs, and peſtilent perverſeneſs of Mind, 
Charity will makean 1ndulgent allowance for it. It is the inſeparable property and excel- 
lency of that grace, I: bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things; perfeZorum eff 
ſo tar as is conliltent with Wifdom and Diſcretion. He that hates nothing in a Sinner but 2 «ſc» | 
his Sin, has made a good progreſs to PerfeCtion. COTTON... 


IE Es ; : ; precatum, Aug, 
here are many that dilate and Giiperſe their ſight to diſcover the faults of others, byt 


do not contratt it to look inward, 2nd {ee their own, They- are ſharp in obſerving and et 


agoravating other Mens $1ns, to be clicem'd zealous; and ſometimes Hypocrifie is ſpun 
{9 fine, as to ſeem to ve uncounterfeit Holineſs ; Bur they cannct conceal themſelves from 
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God and Conſcience, The fincere Ciriliian lees his own ſpots, and the ſenie of them 1n- *. . 
Cincs him to be favourable to thols who are overtaken with a fault. To overcome our own 
Paſhions, and meckly to Lear rhe Paſſions of others, is the etfe& of victorious grace. The Hm 
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uecp Ihadow of Humility fers a lultre upon all others graces, and makes chem amiable in* - » 
God's lizhr. . 
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5. To preter ths teitimony of an unreproaching Conſcience Li) the light of God, before 
the eſteem and praife of Men, is an argument of excellent Grace. T here ere many 
whoſe Vertue had never appzar'd ſo bright in publick view, and gone ſo far, had not Va- 
nity attended it ; For the reliſh of Praiſe, they will do praiſc-worthy *hings. Their 
goodneſs is defeQtive in the principle ; and when rhe {yring 1s down, their Religion is at an 
end. Their Works appear in their true colours, to the enlightned Conſcience; for no 
man can deliberately deceive himſelf. Now in many Inltances 1t 15 evident, thatthe Judp- 
ment of God and of the World are oppolite ; That which is highly eſteemed among Men, i; 
abominable in God's ſight ; and what is pleaſing to Goa, is deſpiſed by Men, Now when a 
perſon, with Religious Conſtancy, proceeds in the way of holineſs, and of his univerſal 
Duty, though he is expoſed ro the 1mputation of Folly, and conſequently the ſcorn of rhe 
World, and will not negle& his Duty to preſerve his fame, but fully and finally perſevercs 


in his Obedience to God, he is a confirm'd Saint : For *cis evident he loves Goodneſs for 


its own ſake, without mercenary mixtures; and ceſpiſes all temporal reſpeCts that are in- 
conſiſtent with it. The Apoftle declares, *7 is a ſmall thing with me to be judged by Maii's 
judgment : His ambitious labour wasto be accepted of the Lord, W hoſe favou rable reſtimo- 
ny of his fidelity, would be his eternal honour before the glorious and immenſe Theatre 
of Angels and Men at the great Day. He chole to be among God's treaſures, though 
deſpiſed as the off ſcouring of the World. The inward teltimony of Conſcience, which 
is the {ſweeteſt Friend or foreſt Enemy, is incomparably more valuable, and to be prefer'd 
before all the painted air, the vain applauſe of this World, "Twas Jobs reſolution, when 
his undiſcerning and ſevere Friends taxt him for Hypocritie, MY heart (hall not reproach me 
ſo long as T live. There is ſuch a convincing evidence of this Rule ro judge Men by, that 
the Roman Philoſopher ſays, Whoever deſpiſes rhe Fame and Reputation of a good Man, to 
preſerve his Conſcience inviolate, has attain'd to an heroick degree of Goodneſs. 

6. The ſerious, conſtant and delightful performance of Religious Duties in ſecret, is a 
ſure teſtimony of a holy and heavenly Spirit. 'T he Duties of Prayer and Praiſe in Socic- 
ty, are perform'd many times from cuſtom, and falſe reſpeQs to the eyes of Men ; aad 
are faſhional without the exerciſe of holy AﬀeQtions, the life of thoſe Duties. Our Savi- 
our tells us, T hat the light of the Body is the Eye, if thine Fye be evil, thy whole Body is 
full of darkneſs : Without purity of Intention, our Religion, tho varniſh'd with a ſpecious 
appearance, is vain. Butthe exerciſe of Religion conceal'd from publick view, is not lia- 
ble to the temprations of Vanity. Our Saviour commands us to pray i» ſecret, and he that 


| ſees in ſecret ſhall reward us openly. The ſecrecy contributes to the tree exerciſe of holy Af- 


feQtions in that Duty. The Prophet Jeremy tells the obſtinate Jews, If ye will not hear, 
my Soul ſhall weep in ſecret places for your pride, and mine Eye ſhall weep ſore, and run 
downwith tears, becauſe the Lord's flock is carried away into captivity. His Sorrow was not 
wet +a or ſhallow, but Eyes and Heart were engaged ; the privacy contributed to the 
meaſure. 

_ *Tis true, there may be formality in ſecret Duties ; a Prayer may be repeated in.the Clo- 
let without reverence and ſolemnity, without a holy heat of deſires, as if the bodily ſer- 
vice were accepted : But ſuch Worſhip, inſtead of propitiating God, provokes his diſplea- 


ſure. Heaven is Braſs to all cold Petitioners, their Prayers cannot pierce through it. *Tis 


obſervable, that ſecrecy 1s a counſellor and incentive to a vicious perſon ro do evil : He chy- 
ſes the ſilent and dark night as the fitteſt ſeaſon : When heis ſecure no ray of light can diſ- 
cover what is done, he is effeQuually tempted to ſatisfie his Luſts. On the contrary, a real 


. Saint chuſes to ſerve God 1n ſecret ; for then he glorifies him as God, the Inſpector and 


Judge of the Heart, and the privacy of his Worſhip is to Conſcience an evidence of 
his ſincerity, and of an excellent degree of Grace. Conſtancy is requiſite in the perfor- 
mance of Religious Duries 1a ſecret. Many when they feel preſent pain, or fe:r imminent 
dangers, will addreſs their Requeſts to God in ſecret ; but when freed from trouble, they 
neglect their Duty. But Prayer is a Duty of daily revolution ; the Natural Life may be 
as well preſerved without Breathing, as the ſpiritual without Prayer. And ſince we have 


always peculiar Wants, and are often ſurprized with new Neceſſities, which are not fit to 


be diſcover'd to others, we ſhould eſteem the Precept to be our Privilege, to preſent our 
ſelves to our Heavenly Father, and to pour forth our Souls into his Bofom, with an afſu- 
rance of his gracious hearing our Requeſts. 

Some by the conſtraint of Natural Conſcience dare not omit ſecret Devotion : but they 
are brouzht to it asa troubleſome Task, and are glad when 'tis done. Theſe are in the 
ſtate of Carnal Nature. But whenthere is a {\mpathy between the Heait and the Duty, 


n and the ſweetneſs of Paradiſe is taſted in Communion with God, 'cis an evidence the Di- 
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vine Nature is prevalent. . Thoſe happy Souls are in Heaven already : for in Heaven there 
is an Everlaſting tenor of ſerving and praiſing God. In ſhore, Internal Keligion is the 
| | immediate 
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Spiritual Perfection, 
immediate and unfcigned iſſue of the Sou!, whoſe praiſe # #ot of Men, that cannot by their 
molt ſearching ſight dive into the Heart; but of God, who is the maker and ſearcher of 
the Heart. Briefly, As between Friends, Converſation increaſes Love, 2nd Love increaſes 
Converſation, ſs between God and a Saint, Communion increaſes Love, and Love Com> 
munion. Rs | 

-. To forgive Injuries, and overcome Evilwith Good, diſcovers a Chriſtian to be divine: * 
ly Excellent. Love is the brighteſt Beam of the divine Beauty, wherein God doth moſt 
dclight and excel, Thereturning good for cvil is the nobleſt effec of Love, wherein out 
neareit reſemblance of God confilt-e. We havethe Example of it in the higheit degree of 

erfeQtion in our ſuffering Saviour. If ever any one had a right to revenge Injurie:, our 
Saviour had. His Innocence was entire, nay, his beneficent goodneſs to his Enemy wes 
infinicely obliging: the Miſeries he ſuffer'd were extreme, a Death equally ignominious 
and cruel : the Dignity of his perſon was truly Infinite. Yet in the extremity of his ſut- 
ferings, when the ſenſe of Injuries is moſt quick and exaſperating, in the midlt of their 
ſcornful Inſultings, he earneſtly prayed for their Pardon ; Father forgive them, they knw Luke 23. 
not what they 49. He might have call'd upon the righteous Judge of the World, rhe re- 
venger of oppreſt Innocence, to have deſtroy'd them by Fire from Heaven : but he addreſ: 
ſes his Requeit by that Title that was moſt endearing him to God, Farther forgive them, 
'tis the deſire of thy Son, dying in Obedience to thy Will, zhey know not the greatneſs of theit 
guilt, Now the more we are conform'd to our meek and forgiving Saviour, the more we 
approach to Perfection. And the more the Corrupt Nature in us is provok'd, and fierce up- 
on Revenge, the doing good for evil is the more ſure proof of cxcelleat Vertue, and clear V1- 
Qory over our ſelves. 

8. The more receptive perſons are of Spiritual Counſel and Admonition, for the pre- 
venting or recovery from Sin, they are the more holy. . 'Tis David's deſire, Let the righ- pry. 141te, 
zeous [mite me, it ſhall be a kindneſs; and let him reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent oil which : 
(ball not break my head. There is no Counlcl fo truly valuable, as that which proceeds 
from Wiſdom and Love in matters of importance, If a Friend diſcovers by indicarions 
and ſymptoms, a diſeaſe that inſenſibly has ſeiz*d on us,does not his compaſſionate Ac vice 
endear him to us? How much rather ſhould we meekly and thankfully receive a prudent 
' and ſeaſonable reproof of a-Spirityal Friend, for the healing our Souls, whoſe Diſcaſcs 
are far more dangerous, and leſs diſcernible than thoſe of the Body. ?Tis the moſt facred 
and beneficial Office of Friendſhip, andlike the Compaſſionate Love of the angel ro Lor, 
in leading him out of Sodow. And as the moſt excellent Metal Gold , is moſt pliant 
and eaſily wrought on, ſo the moſt excellent Tempers are moſt receptible of holy 
Counſel. | 

Yet the Natural Man is very averſe from a meek ſubmiſſion to reproof for Sin. A vi- 
cious Sclf-love, of which Pride 1s the produQtion, makes us to overvalue our Reputation : 
now toreprove, implies a ſuperiority, which occaſions impatience and diſdain, Though © 
the Duty be perform'd with prudence and tenderneſs, and reſpeQive Modeſty, yet 'tis 
uſually very unacceptable, Mea will excuſe and extenuate, and ſometimes detend their 
Sins; nay, ſometimes recoil with.Indignation upon a faithful Reprover. *'Tis as dange- 
rous to give an Admonition to ſome proud Spirits, as 'tis to take a Thorn our of a Lyons 
foot. "T's therefore evident, that when a juſt Reproof is receiv'd with Meckneſs and Ac- 
ceptance, tnere 1s.a great love of Holineſs, as when one takes a very unpleaſant Medicine; 
it argues an earneſt deſire of Health. Heis an excellent Saint, that when Conſcience has 
not by its direive Office preveated his falling into Sin, and a fincere Friend endeavours 
to reſtore him, is not angry at the Reproof, but ſorry he deſerves it. 
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Laſtly, The deliberate deſire of death, that we may arrive at the ſtate of perfect Holi- 
neſs, is the effeCt of excellent Grace, There is no deſire more natural and ſtrong, thah of 
the enjoyment and continuance of Life : There is no fear more inſuperable, than of cer- 
tain and inevitable death. Thoſe whodo not fear it at adiftance, are ſtruck with Terrors 
at the aſpeCt and approaches of it. Carnal Men,jwhoſe Heaven is here, at the fearful ap- 
prehenſions aad foreſight of it, are ready to fink into deſpair. Nay, holy Men, who have 
the proſpc& of Ccaleſtial Happineſs beyond Death, and believe that the pangs of Death 
are throws for their deliverance to Eternal Life, areapr to ſhrink at the thoughts of theif 
diſſolution. If the change from an earthly to a heavenly ſtare, were not by our being un- 
| cloth'd, but tobe cloth 'd upon with glory, (which St. Paul declares to be the deſire of Na- 
ture) the hopes of ſ{ceing Chriſt 1a his glory, and being transformed into his likeneſs 

would ſo inflame their AﬀeCtions, that they would be imparient of being abſent from him. 
But the neceſſity of dying, that we may aſcend into his reviving preſence, is To bitcer, that 
ayine grace is requiſite to induce us to conſent to it, St, Peter was an ardeat lover of 
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Chriſt, and appeals to our Saviour's Omniſciency tor a teſtimony of it, Lord, then that 
knoweſt all thinzs, knoweſt that 7 love thee; Yet our Saviour immediately tells him, When 
thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt ftretch out thy hands, and another ſhall carry thee where th:u wouldſ? 
nt, ſgnifying his D:ath, The circumſtances, when thou art old, implics an unwillingneſs 
to die, when the natural term of Liſe was near expiring. Yet Peter had been a ſpectator 
of our Saviour s glorious Transfiguration, and of his triumphant Aſcint to Heaven from 
Mount 0/ivet. The beſt of us have reafon to joyn in the language and defir: of the Spouſe, 
Draw us to thy Hefſed preſence, and we will ran after thee : So (trong 15 the band ct Natural 
Love, that faſtens the Soul and Body, and fuch a reluCtancy there 1s »ga/4it a diſſolution, 
But St. Paul declares, / defire to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, which 3s far better - He 
was contented to live for the ſervice of Chriſt, but deſirous to dye to enjoy his Preſerce in 
the Sanuary of Life above. This was his fixed and unſatisfied deſire. How few are ar- 


riv* to {uch a heighth of ſpirituality ? This defire is the truit of Faith, with reſpctt to the. 


Reality and Glory of the eternal ſtate, and our intereſt init. According as the revelation 
of the inviſible Kingdom is in our Minds, ſuch is its attractive power in our Hearts. Tis 
the effect of divine Love in a degree of eminence. To vanquiſh.the Terrors of D ath, that 
are inſuperable to Humane Reſolutions, and with a clear and chearful ſpirit to leave the Bo- 


dy in the Grave, that we may for ever be freed from Sin, and made like to Chriſt in Pu- 
rity and Glory, is the cffe& of Love ſtronger than D-ath. 
2. Uſe, is toexcite us to follow holineſs ; to make it the great deſign, ſtudy, and endea- 


vour of our Lives to grow in Grace. *'Tis true, the beginning, the proſecution, and perfe- 
ion of Holineſs is from God ; but *tis by the ſubordinate concurrence of the renewed 
Mind and Will, the leading Facultics, that we are acvar.cirg towards Perſeftion. God 

ives Vecrtue to the Seeds, Temper to the Seaſons, and Fo:m to the Fruits 3 but Men are to 
plant and water the Fruits of the Earth. Without Gud our Endeavours are weak and in- 
effetual, but by his Bleſſing are ſucceſsful. TI will firſt ſet down DireQtions how we ſhould 
follow Holineſs : Secondly, Anſwer the Carnal Allegations againſt our ſtriving after Perfe- 
Rion : Thirdly, Proceed to add other Motives to enforce the Duty : Fourthly, Propound 
the Means that may be effeQual for this excellent End. | 


'1. We muſt in our early Age follow Holineſs. Mcn commonly deceive Conſcience, 
and elude their Duty by delays : They are unwilling to be holy too ſoon, and in an excel- 
I:nt degree : They preſume there will be time enough hereafter for to reform themſelves; 
afcer their Voluptous Aﬀections are fatisficd , after their worldly Acquiſitions, they will 
ftorſake their Sins, and become holy. But this is unaccourtable folly, rather a Delirium 
than Diſcourſe. There are innumerable Contradi&tions, of which the Lives of Men are 
compounded ; they complain as if time were intolerably ſhort, and waſte it as if it were 
intolerably long: They uſe all Arts, that Months may fecm as Hours, and Years paſs as 


. Days. Butin noinſtance is this folly more viſible, than in neglefting the working out therr 


own Salvation, till Time and Grace are paſt, when no perion can z!\{ure himſelf of the next 
Minute : They preſume vpon ſuch a remote poſlivility, that after the beſt of their days are 
ſpent in the Vanities and Bufineſs of the World, there will be time to do the one thing neceſſa- 
ry» How many are diſpatch'd to'the Grave and Hell in the midſt of their hopes of long 
Liſe, and their reſolutions of future Repentance ? Peath often ſteals upon Men unobſerv?g, 
and ſometimes unfclr. Now ſince time is fo ſhort and ſlippery, and Life is dyingevery day, 
it is aſtoniihing that ſo many are careleſs of ſecuring future Bleſſedneſs. 

But ſuppoſe rheir time is lengrhened our, how 15 the difficulty increas'd of their being 
renewed, and reformed in their Hearts and Converſations? The Natural Vicious Inclinati- 
ons by cuſtom in Sin are confirm'd Habits ; their Paſſions are more violent, the power and 
liberty of the Mind 1s broken, and cannot reduce them under the empire of Reaſon. Men 
think there will bean ebbing and retiring of their carnal Aﬀections in Age, when the ſenſi- 
tive Faculties are diſabled from the groſs a&ts of Sin ; but vicious deſires are not cur'd by 
Impotence, The love to Sin increaſes by the repeated pleaſure of it: Can the Athijopian 


change his 5kin, or the Leopard his ſpots, then may. ye that are accuſtomed to do evil, do well. 


By Cuſtom Mens Luſts are more rebellious to Reaſon, more untractable to Diſcipline, more 
averſe trom holy Counſel. __ | 
The good or the evil Habits of one Age, are with their Vertues and Vices transfus'd to 
the next. *T1s extranrdinary when an evil Child becomes 2 ſober modeſt Youth, or a diſ- 
ſolute Youth becomes a religious Man, * Chilhood 1s as the Seed, 41n whole Vertue the 
Tree of Life is contatod, The Characters that erc cut in the Bark, when the Tree grows, 
deeply and viſibly remain. 'T1s as pzinful as death to change a fintul Life of many Years, 
and begin a contrary courſe of Aﬀtions. There are two branches of Folly viſible in the 
World, Men will not do when th-y can, and afterwards cannot do when they would. 
Belides 
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B=ndes, the holy Spirit 1s oriev'd and quench'd by their retiiting h:s pure Motions {and F5 
if he be withdrawn, tis impoſſible they ſhould be renewed by > ferious Repenrance, i *Tis 2s 
rexaſonable to expect; thar re San ſhould croſs rhe Order of Ncure, and rife in the Weſt, 
as that the Sox of righteouſneſs ſhould arije with healing in his winss, uwnon an habitual obſti- 
nate Sinner in the hour of death. They are uſually left to haronets and ſtupidity, to pre- 
ſump:ion or to deſpair. Some are a5 inſenſible ; ſome preſume to obtain an eaſy entrance 
into the Kingdom of Life, and their diſappointment exceedingly exaiperates tht fad exclu- 
fion ; others who were fearleſs of the laſt Enemy when afar ot, in his approaches, they re- 
member what they have been, and apprehended what they muſt be without a miraculous 
c2nN9e ; and Conſcience, like a Pulſe, beats quick and faint, the prognoſtick of Erernal 
Darth. The Conſideration, zbey are come to the end of their days, and ſhall life the end of 
their defires aud hopes, Eternal Happineſs, cuts them more terribly than the pangs of Death. 
The refl:tion on their waſting the treaſure of time, without any improvement for their 
Souls, is a pricking thorn in their eyes, and forces our juſt but unprofitable tears. How dole- 
ful is the ſeparation of Qoul and Body here, and how wotul will their union he at. the laſt 
day 2 Othat men were wiſe to conſider their latter end, that they would call death to counſel ; 
with what evidence and efficacy would it convince them of the neceſlity of a timely prepa- 
ration for Eternity 2 ?Tis too late to go to buy Ot], when the Bridegroomis coming. 
2. Let us follow Holineſs zealoutly. D-fires withour conſequent Endeavours, are pre- 
tences ; ineffectual Reſolutions contradidt themſelves. What fire, vigour, and activity, 
does the Apoſtle expreſs? If by any means [ may attain to the reſurretion of the dead, I fol- 
low after it, that I may apprehend that for which I am apprehended of Chriſt. Brethren, 1 
count not my ſelf to have apprehended ; but this one thing I do, forgetting thoſe things that are 
behind, and reaching forth unto thoſe things that are before, I preſs forward to the mark, for the 
prize of the high calling, in Chriſt. | tollow, as the Huntſman purſues the Game, with full 
ſpeed. It ſhould excite Compaſlion and Indignation, . to fee the Love of this vain perithing 
World to be more active and ze2lous, than the Love of the bleſſed eternal World. That 
the Tempter with ſuch wretched Wages, the trifles of Time, ſhould induce Men to be his - 
Slaves ; and God with the glorious Reward of an everlaſting Kingdom, ſhould not per- 
ſwade them to be his Sons, to be like him in Holineſs. That Men ſhould ſo violently run 
down the Hill to the Earth, and be fo remiſs and ſlow in their motion upward to Heaven, 
The vainglorious, excited by the edge of Ambition, will venture on preſent death, with 
fond hopes of future fame. Strange purchaſe ! The Covetous, with tht moſt eager applica- 
tion of means, ſtrive to heap up uncertain Riches : The voluptuous, with vehement affecti- 
ons, follow Pleaſures. But to obtain the higheſt Honour, Caleſtial Treaſure, to enjoy the 
pureſt delights, Men think lazy Formality, and ſlack endeavours ſufficient. Whereas the 
moiſt ſerious Thoughts, flagrant Dcfires, ſteddy Reſolutions, and all poſſible Induſtry, are 
requiſite in our holy Calling, that we may have an abundant entrance into the Kingdom of 
God. | | 
3. Let us follow Holineſs with alacrity and chearfulneſs. Our Saviour tells us, *7s his 
meat and drink to do his Father's will. The prattiſe of Holineſs is vital and nouriſhing, and 
pleaſant to the taſte, There 1s a high reliſh in Victory cf any kind, but eſpecially over our 
moſt dingcrous Enemies ; it repleniſhes with cordial Contentment ; what joy ariſes from 
{ſabduing unruly Paſſions! Suppoſe Anger has often foil'd me, and like an unmanaged and 
unbridled Horſe, has hurried me into danger; if by Divine Grace, by Circumſpection and. 
Care, by R-folution and Striving, Tfinally overcome it, and all its former Victories, what 
a ſpring of Joy ruſhes into the Soul 2 lt the Graces of the Spirit are more radiant and vigo= 
Tous in their excrciſe, the Reward is ſuch a clear ſerenity of Mind, as is the refleftion of 
Paradiſe, a Heaven upon Earth. Proſperity in a Calling makes Men diligent-and delight- 
ful in it. But when the practice of Religion is conſtrain'd and tedious, God receives no 
Honour, and Man receives no Praiſe, nor Joy, as the Reward of it. 
4. Let us with unfſainting perſeverance ſtrive after perfect Holineſs. There are tinQtures 
_ of Original Sin cleaving to the beſt Saints, defes in their Graces and beſt Duties : There 
are many degr: es of aſcent betore we come to the higheſt point of Perfection. Let us ſtrive 
- with our utmoſt poflibility, to anticipate Heaven. We muſt not be ſatisfied with ſome at- 
tainments, and prelume we are pericct. We muſt be contending, till our conqueſt over 
din be clear ard complear.. The reflection npon our progreſs will give new Spirits to pro- 
ceed to new work. To him that continues in well-doing, glory and immortality is the reward. Dixips Jofficis 
Perſeverance i« the Crown ot Chriſtianity. poi Aug; 


2, I now come to anſwer the Allegations that are brought to diſcourage Men from en- 
deavours alter peric& holineſs, I have in the Preface Anſwered ſoine of the principal Ob- 
J:&tions, I will conſider ſome others, to remove the molt plauſible Pretences. 

The 
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The firſt Objeftion againlt the Divine Command, of being perfect 4s our Heavesly 
Father « perfei, 1s the impoſſibilicy of obeying it. How can lintul Duſt and Aſhes 
be perfect, as the holy God is? To this a clear Anſwer may be given, 


1. *Tis true, if a Law be abſolutely impoſſible, it cancels it ſelf ; For there can be no 
authority in a Superiour to command, nor ovlization on A Subje& to obey, in a matter 
that is not capable of his choice. Abſolute impoſſivility quenches delire, and caules . 
deſpair; and that enervates the ſtrength of the Soul, and cuts the finews of Induſtry. 
Now we cannot ſuppoſe that God, whoſe Wiſdom, Rettitude and Goodnels, are ef[-nrial. 
and unchangeable, ſhould command reaſonable Creatures any thing utterly impoſſible ; 

| for then the cauſe of their Sin and Miſery would not riſe from themſelves, but they 
would be fatally loſt and undone for ever. | | q 

2. The Command ſigaifies not a reſemblance of equality, for in that ſenſe there is 
zone holy as the Lord, but of analogy and conformity to his holy Nature, of which in- 
telle&tuzl Creatures are capable. SOR 

2. In the preſent ſtate our Conformity is not entire, our Graces are not pure, our 
Vertues not refia'd without allay : But this 1s from our culpable impotence. And it 
cannot be imagined, that God ſhould reverſe this Law, and diſſolve the obligation of 
it, becauſe we have contraQted a ſinful diſabilicy ro perform it. Belides, God is pleaſed 
to offer divine aſſiſtance to enable us to be like God 1a the kiad of Holineſs, rhough 
not in the perfetion of degrees. And though we cannot attain to PerfcQtion here, we 
may be aſcending to it. The Apoltle exhorts Chriitians zo firive for the comprehenſion 
of the heighth and depth, and length and breadth of the love of ( hrift that paſſes knowledge : 
That is, we mult be adding new degrees of Light in our Minds. We cannot know 4: we 
are known, till we come to the full inlightned ſtate above ; and we cannot be holy as God 
is holy, till we come to his transforming preſence in Heaven, but we muſt be aſpiring to 
it. We have the molt excellent incouragement to this Duty : For if we are zealc.us in 
our deſires and endeavours, God will pardon our imperfeQtions, and accept us as if they 
were perfe& : But thoſe who are ſercled ia their deteQs, and lye Rill in their lazineſs, 
will be juſtly conJemned. - | | 

2. *Tis obje&ed, That this Duty is at leaſt extreamly difficult. To this T anſwer ; 

1. Difficulty is an unreaſonable pretence in matters ot indiſpenſable Duty, and in- 
finite conſequence. Our Saviour commands us to ſtrive to entertin at the ſtrait pate, for 
ſtrait ts the gate, and narrow is the way (tis hard to find, and hard to keep, but) that only 
lealsto Eternal Life. | he Kinodom of Heaven is to be taken by violence, and the Wrath to come 
eſcap'd by flight. *Tis better to take pains than to ſuffer Paias: The Cords of Duty are 
more eaſiz than the Chains of Darkneſs. | ns 

2. There is nothing ia Religion inſuperable to the Love of God, and of our Souls. 
Love is not cold and idle, but ardent and aCtive in purſuit of its Objet. There are 
many Inſtances that reſolved Diligence will overcome great obſtacles to the deſigns of 
Men. Demoſthenes the ithenian, was the molt unqualited for an Orator of a thouſand : 
His Breath was fo ſhort, that he could not ſpeak out a full Sentence ; his Voice and Pro- 
nunciation was ſo harſh, and his 4Qtion fo ungrateful and offenſive to. the moſt delicate 
Senſes, the Eye and Ear, that the fir{t time he ſpake in the publick Aſſembly, he was 
entertained with Deriſion, and the ſecond with Diſyain by the People; yet by un- 

wearied Induſtry and Exerciſe, he co:reCted his defeats, and became the moſt Eloquent 
and PericCt Orator that ever flouriſh'd in Greece. Now can there be any fo difficult 
heighth 19 Religion, but a ſtrong reſolution, join'd with -conſequent endeavours, and 
the {upernatural affiſtance of the Holy Spirit, will gradually attain to ? 

To nated Nature, the Commands of plucking out the right Eye, and cutting off the 
rizht Hand, are extreamly hard : Carnal Men pretend they can as eaſily top the circula- 
tion of the Blood, as mortifie their ſenſual [nclinations, But by the Grace of God *tis not 
only poſſible, but pleaſant, to abftain from fleſhly Luſts that war againſt the Soul. I can do 
all things through Chriſt that ſtrengthens me, {ith the Apoſtle ; the word implies, I cax 
eaſily : St. John declares, his Commands are not grievous : The yoke of Chriſt is a gracious 
yoke. The unpotence of Men to obey Chrilt, conſiſts in their ovitinacy. They are 
not infected by Fate, nor determin'd by Deſtiny, and conitrain'd b- firict Neceſſity to 
follow their {inful Courſes, but are chaia'd to their alluring vicious Objetts by the con- 
{:nt of their own Wills. 

I will, toconvince thoſe who are Chriſtians only in title and profeſſion, and pretend 
nviactole impedunents againſt performing their Ducy, prop2und the Moral Excellencics 
that ltinad in fome Heathens in regulating the angry and deſiring Appetites, Socrates, 

who bad a ticry Nature, thit inclin'd him to ſudden Anger, yet attaind to ſich a 

| conltent 


« A 
wn OL” 


Spiritual Perſedion, | | 655 | 


—C. 
ak. nt 
mt mrs. 


<——_ — 


conſtant equal Temper, that when provok'd by Injuries, his Countenance was more 
placid and ſerene, his Voice more remperate, his Words more kind and obliging. Flato; 
{urprized with Paſſion for a great Fault of his Servant, took a Staff to beat him, and haviog © 
lift up his Hand for a ſtroke, ftopp'd ſuddenly; anda Friend coming in,zad wondring to ſee [79 07% 4 
hira in that poſture, ſaid, 1 chaſtiſe an angry. Man; refiiQting witli ſhame upon himſelf © jo. ovtrus 
Thus he dilarm'd his Paſſion. When 4lexanger had conquer'd Uarius. and taken his Queen, ſirvi 94a aliy 
a Woman of exquiſite Beauty, he would not have her brought into h1s preſence, - that his ied weld 
Vertue might not be violated by the fight of her, Scipio having taken a Town ib Spain, nerat.” Set. 4s 
and among them a Noble Virgin very beautiful, refiga'd her untouch'd, with her Ran- 7 #* 3: 
ſom of great value, to the Prince to whom ſhe was contracted. If it be ſaid, that 
Vanity aſſiſted Vertue in theſe Perſons, and one Carnal Paſſion vanquiſh'd another; 
the Deſire of Praiſe, the Pride of Life, the Luſt of the Fleſh: But ſhall not Divine 
Grace be more powerful than Humane Motives? The impotence of Carnal Chriſtians 
is not from the defect of aſſiſting Grace, but their culpable negleQ of uſing it. But 
for the intire Conviction of Carnalilts that are under the tyranny of the voluptuous Ap- 
petites, and Pretend they cannot reſiſt the attraQtiveneſs, and unbind the charms that 
faſten them to the ObjeQs of their impure Delires ; let it be conſidered, that a little con- 
rempt, or coldneſs of the Perſon by whom they are charmed, a favourable aſpe& upon 
a competitor, will turn their Love into Diſdain, and break all ſociety betweem thern. 
And ſhall one Carnal Paſſion vanquiſh another, and the Terrors of the Lord,. the Tor- 
ments of an Everlaſting Hell , be incffeQual to reſtrain them? The remembrance of 
this will cover them with Eternal Confuſion in the next World. The Traveller com- 
Plain'd of the roughneſs of the way, when a Thorn in his Foot made it unealic. 
Carnal Men complain, 'tis a fad task to obey the Goſpel, but their Luſts make ic 
{o. i 

3. 'Tis alledged, that the ſtriving after a perfet# Holineſs is unneceſſary ; by the Cove> 


nant of Grace a Man may be ſaved without it. 


Y 


Before I diſcover the falſeneſs of this pretence, T ſhall obſerve, that Carnal Men, that 
they may live eaſily, endeavour to make their Principles correſpondent with their 
Practices, they bend the Rule to their depraved Appetites, and wil! nor order. their 
Life by the holy Rule. The curſed and crafty Serpent will aſſiſt them in crawing 
falſe Concluſions from true Premiſles, and in oppoſing the Grace of the Goſpel to its 
Precepts. When the Carnal AﬀeCtions corrupt the Judgement, the Mind will give licenſe 
to the AﬀeQtions : the caſe of ſuch is dangerous, if not deſperate. Thus the looſe Opinion, 
That Men may be ſaved without abſolute Perfeftion, therefore ſtriving after it is unneceſſary, 
makes Men remiſs in Religiqn, and produces vain deluſive hopes, that end 10 fearful 
diſappointments, To undeceive Men, the following Conſiderations may be effetual. 


I. *Tis true, we muſt diſtinguiſh between the Preceptive Moral part of the Cove- 
nant of Works and of Grace, and the Federal. They agree in the former, and differ ia 
the latter. The Goſpel injoins perfe& Obedience as well as rhe Law; but the firſt makes > ez 
it the Condition of the Covenant, whereas the ſecond makes proviſion tor our Imper- 
feftions. According to the tenor of the firſt, the tranſgreſſing of one Command was a 
violation of the Covenant, and Death was the unavoidable conſequence of: Sin : for: 
entire Obedience was the Condition of it. Adam ſinn'd once, and muſt dye for ever : 
But to fin againſt the command of the Goſpel and the Covenant, is not the ſame : The 
Mediator interpoſes between the Righteous Judge and the Sinner; and Faith in him, 
notwithſtanding the killing Law, and the accuſing Conſcience, ſecures us from re- 
venging Juſtice. Only final Impenitence and Uabelief, cut off from the benefit of the 
Goſpel. | | 

- Tho' the Goſpel allays the ſeverity and rigor.of the Law, and pardons our defe&ts, 
yet it as ſttitly requires our ſincere earneſt enceavours after PerfeQion, as the Law re- 
quir'd exa& Obedience, We are commanded to grow i Grace, 'tis dire&t matter of 
Duty, we arg obliged to be holy, as God is holy, in all manner of Converſation : the Rule 
is inflexib'e, and none can by diſpenſation or privilege be exempted from ſerious and 
conſtant endeavours to be intirely like God. Thoſe who are pleas'd with rhe pretencey 
that perfe& Holineſs is unattainable here, and indulge their imperfeQions, are in the 
ſtate of unrenewed Nature. They are ſure they ſhall be bad always, and therefore will 
not labour to be better. But the Conlideration that we cannot attain to the higheſt 
_ pitch of Holineſs, is a ſpur and incitation to the Saints to greater diligence, as appears 

by the example of St. Par before cited. 
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'Tis true, there are different Ages of the Children of God ; ſome are as nzw-born 
Babes, in a ſtare of Intancy and Infirmity, others 10 their Minority, others are arrived 
to more maturity : and as the crying of an Infant diſcovers life, as well zs2Qtive mirth, 
ſo mourning for our Impertettions diſcovers the truth of Grace. And Saints of diffe. 
rent Degrees are receiv'd into Glory : but none are who did not aim and endeavour to 
cleanſe themſelves from all pollutions of fleſh. and ſpirit, and to perfett holineſs. F or with- 
out {incerity we are not capable of the preſent favour of God, nor future Bleſfednels ; 
and Sincerity is inconſiſtent with the wiltul neglect of our Duty. 
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Grace is a plant of Heaven, produttive of Fruits luitable to 1ts quality ; and t1s pro- 
per to its nature to bz tending to Perfection. A Tree that ceaſcs to grow before *tis 
come to its perfeQion, and brings not forth Fruit in its ſeaſon, withers and dy42s. ' A 
Chriſtian that is unfruitful has no Life, but is expos'd to the jutt threatning of Exciſion 

andthe Fire. He that limits himſelf in Religion, is in a Rate of Death. I have 1n- 

ſiſted the longer upon this matter, that by Clearnefſs and Conviction, Men may be dil- 
enchanted from that pernicious perſwaſion, T hat without uling fincere Endeavours to 
be perfe&aly Holy, they may ſafely go to Heaven. 


3. I ſhall add to what has been diſcours'd of before, ſome other Arguments and 
Mtives to excite us to be 1atentive to this great Work. I ſhall firit conlider the Per- 
fe&ion of the Rule laid down in the Goſpel. 

1. The Moral Law in its purity and perteQion, that forbids Sin in every kind and ; 

degree, Thow ſbalt not Covet, and Commands Holinels in the molt Spiritual Suvlimenels, 
T hou ſhalt love the Lord with all thy mina, heart, ſoul and ſtrength, 1s the Rule of our 
Duty preſcribd ia the Goſpel. *'Tis true, that perſonal perfett Obedience as the Con- 
dition of Life, is aboliſh'd, as was before obſerved : if that lives, we mult dye for ever. 
But the Command binds without relaxation, 'I here is no permiſſion of the leaſt Sin 
by the Goſpel. The looking to the Brazen Serpent, did not alter the deadly quality 
of the poiſon of the Fiery Serpent, but ſtopt its deadly operation : Faith in Chriit does 
not change the nature of Sin to make it lawful, but hinders its deadly malignity in 
working. Our Saviour tells us, He came not to deſtroy the Law, but to fulfil it. 4nd that 
heaven and earth ſhould paſi away, before one tittle of it ſhall fail ; that 1s, loſe its binding 
Aurhority, 'Tis as unalterable as the Lawgiver, whoſe Purity it repreſents. 

Not only the Myſterious and Supernatural DoQtrines, the Objetts of Faith, but Mo- 
ral Duties, the matters of Practice, are fully reveal'd only in the Goſpel. The Humane 
Underſtanding was Darkzeſito Supernatural Truths, and dim with reſpeR to the Rules 
of Life. Our Saviour has clear'd the Law from the falſe gloſſes of the Phariſees, who 
by favourable Explications, and CorreCtives of its ſtrictneſs, inſtead of curbing their 

: Luſts, did cheriſh and foment them. But the Oracle ſpeaks without ambiguity : the 
Interpretation of our Saviour is clear and deciſive, that the purifying the Heart, as well 
as the cleanſing the Hand, 1s an Indiſpenſable Duty. Holineſs muſt be ſo pure, that we 
mult nor only abſtain from polluting as, but quench all polluting thoughts and de- 
fires : we muſt not only pardon externally the molt provoking Injuries, but internally 
quench all inclinations to revenge: Now it will require our Nobleſt Cares, and molt 
Excellent Endeavours to pratice theſe high Rules. - 

If there were an Extratt of the Corrupt Morals in the Philoſophy of the Heathens, 
it would be viſible how defeQtive it is to reſtore Man to his primitive Holineſs, They 
were Idolaters, not merely by Temptation, but by Principle and Reſolution : it was 
theic Maxim, That a Wiſe Man ſhould Conform to the Worſhip praRis'd in the places 
where thzy lived. Their Moral Philoſophy aſcended no higher than to inſtruct vs how / 
to at as Men : for it conſiders in them only Humane Qualities, and direQs their AQti- 
ons !n a reſpettive order to Natural Felicity. To do jutily, to dye generoully, to allay 
the fiery agitations of the Paſſions, that make Men miſerable in themſelves, and vexati- 
OUS tO 0: hers, 1s the higheſt pitch to which this Heathen Philoſophy pretends. They 
had ſome glimmering confus'd Notions of their Duty towards God, but like the thia 
appearance of ſome Stars in a dark Night, without Efficacy. 

But the Goſpcl reveals our Duty ſo as it may be clearly known, and ſtrongly impreſt 
0g us. There are various Duties in the compaſs of a Chriſtizns praftiſe, and 'tis an ad- 
vantage to have them reduc'd to ſome comprehen live Heads, that may bring them of- 
ten to our Minds. The Apoſtle gives us the bright ſum of our Duty : The grace of 
Cod that br inss ſalvation, hath appear d unto all men, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs 
ang worl1'y Juſt, we ſboald live godly, righteouſly and ſoberly.in the preſent world. There | i 
1s no Ruic more excenlive and influential into the Life of a Chriſtian, thay to walk wor: 
thy of God, becoming our Relation to him 5s our Hea\ enly Father, and our Union with 
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his Son as our Spiritual Head, and the Supernatural Happineſs reveal'd in his Word, 
We are commanded to walk circumſpettly and exattly, not as fools but as wiſe. Some- 
times there is a particular enumeration of our Duties : Finally brethren, whatſoever things 
are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt , whatſoever things are pure, whatſoever things are 
lovely, whatſoever;thiings are of good report , if there be any ver:ue, any praiſe, think on 
theſe things. 886 
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$een (aid of the Obligation of the Evangelical Rule, 'cis evident how 
deſtructive the DoQtrine of the Church of Rome is, that many things preſcribed in rhe 
Goſpel, are Counſels of Perfection, not Univerſal Laws. A Doftrine fatally fruitful 
of many pernicious Conſequences: -of Spiritual Pride, the poiſon of the Soul. They 
depreſs the Divine Law, while they Aﬀert a more Excellent Holiacſs in uncommanied 

"Works, end they exceed the rule in matters of Supererogation. It induces Slothful- 
neſs : for they ſecurely allow themſelves in the negleC&t of their duty, and not only con- 
tradict the Goſpel in their Practices, but ſupplant it io their Principles. And as they 
relax our obligation to the Precepts of the Law, fo by other Do&trines they relcaſe 
Men from the fear of the SanQion and Penalty : for the DoQtrine of Purgatory takes 
away the fear of Hell, and the PoQtrine of Indulgences the fear of Purgatory. 

2. The Goſpel propounds to us Examples of PerfeCtion to raiſe us to the heit heighth, 

1. We are Commanded to be perfet# as our heavenly Father is perfetf. There are 
{mz Attributes of God, that are not the Obje&t of. our Delires and Imitation, but of 
our higheſt Reverence and Veneration. Such are his Eternity, Immenfity, Omnipo- 
tence, Immutability., There are other Attributes, his Moral Perfe&tions, that are imi- 
table : Holineſs, Goodneſs, Juſtice, Truth 3 which are purely and fully declar'd in his 
Law, and viſibly in the Works of Providence. This Command, as was before explain'd, 
is to be underſtood, not of an equality, but reſemblance. He is Eſſentially, Tranſcen- 
dently and Unchangeably Holy, the Original of Holineſs in underſtanding Creatures. 
There is a greater diſproportion between the Holineſs of God, and the unſpotted Holt- 
nels of the Anpels, than between the Celerity of the motion of the Sun in the Heavens, 
and the ſlow motion of the ſhadow upon the Dial that is regulated by ir. It ſhould 
be our utmoſt Aim, our moſt earneſt Endeavour to imitate the Divine Perfetion. As 
Wax is to the Seal, ſo is the Spirit of Man to his End, the ſame CharaQers are ingra- 
ved in it, The Soul 1s God-like, when the principal leading Powers, the Underſtand- 
ing and Will, are influenc'd by him. PO ; 

The Heathen Deities were diſtinguiſhed by their Vices, Intemperance , Impurity, 
and Cruelty, and their Idolaters finn'd boldly under their Patronage. The true God com- 
mands us, to be holy, as God # holy; to be followers of him as dear Children: For Love 
produces deſires and endeavours of likeneſs” —_ V7 

2. The Life of Chriſt is a Globe of Precepts, .a Model of PerfeQion, ſet before us 
for our imitation. This in ſome reſpe& is more proportionable to us ; for in him were 

_uvaited the PerfeQtions of God, with the Infirmities of a Man. He was holy, harmleſs, 
wrdefiled, and ſeparate from Sinners. His Purity was abſolute, and every Grace in the 
molt Divine degree was expreſs'd in his Actions. His Life and Death were a com- 
pounded Miracle of Obedience to God, -and Love to Men. Whatever his Father or- 
der'd him to undertake, or undergo, he entirely conſented to : He willingly took on him 
the form of a Servant ; "twas not put upon him by compulſion, In his Life, Humility 
towards Men, infinite deſcents below him, Self-Denial, Zeal for the Honour of God, 
ardent Deſires for the Salvation and Welfare of Men, were as viſible as the Flame dif 
covers Fire. In his Sufferings, Obedience and Sacrifice were united. The wibiggneſs 


of his Spirit was victorious over the repugnance of the Natural Will in the Garden ; 
Not my Will, but thine be done, was bis unalterable choice. His Patience was inſupera- 
blz to all Injuries : He was betrayed by a Diſciple for a vile Price, and a Murtherer was 
preferr'd before him: He was ſcornd as a falſe Prophet, as a feigned King, and deceit: 
' ful Saviour: He was ſpit on, ſcourg'd, crown'd with Thorns, and crucified ; and in 
the heighth of his Sufferings never expreſs'd a ſpark of Anger againſt his Enemies, nor 
the leaſt degree of Impatieqce, that might leſſen the value of his Obedience. | Now 
conſider, it was one principal Reaſon of his Obedience, to inſtruct and oblige us to con- 
form to his Pattern, the certain and conſtant Rule of our Duty. We may not ſecurely fol & * 
low the belt Saints, who ſometimes through Ignorance and Infirmity, deviate from the 
narrow way ; but our Saviour zs the Way, the Truth, and the Life. What he ſaid afcer his 
waſhing the Diſciples Feet, (an Attion wherein there was ſuch an admirable mixture of 
' Humility and Love, that 'tis not poſſible to conceive which excell'd ; for they were both 
in the higheſt PerfeQtion) I have given y0u an Example, that what 1 have done to you,” (0 
ao you, is applicable to all the kinds of Vertues and Graces exhibited in his Pcaftice. 
Oooco 2 | Es :f 
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> He inftrudts us todo by his Doings, and to ſuffer by his ſutferiogs. He ſuffered for ws 
leaving 1n Example, that we may follow his fleps. Helevels the way, and makes 1: like a Car». 
pet, by going betore us. Thoſe Duties which are very harſh co ſenſible Nature, he in- 
ftructs us in, by his Preaching, and by his Paſſion. How can we d<cline them, when 
perform 'd by him, in whom the glorious Deity was perſonally united to the tender Hu- 
manity ? His Lite was a continual LeEure of Mortification. Tis the Ovlervetion of 
| the Natural Hiſtorian, that the tender Providence of Nature is aamitatie, 11 preparing Me- 
Viſe ipſo ani» dicines for us in bea«tiful fragrant Flowers, that we might not refuſe the Remedy, a5 rrore arſe 
mo; mean taftful than our Diſeaſes. But how aſtoniſhing is the Love of God, who ſent his Son for 
4:x12aper mf. Our Redemption from Eternal Death, and in his Example has ſweeten d thoſe Reinedies 


«@, Plin.). that are requiſite for the Cure of our diſtemper'd Paſſions ! the taking upthe Crols, fub- 


22. | CC Evig 4 q | wy b 
mittiong to Poverty and Perſecution, are made tolerable, by conſidering that in enduring . 


them, we follow our Redeemer. Can any Motive more 1ngage and 1acourage our Obe- 

dience, than the perſwaſive Pattern, and commandingly Excmplary of our Soveraizn and 

Saviour? Can we be averſe from our Duty, when our Lawgiver teaches us Obedience 

_— by his own practiſe? Can any Invitation be.more attrattive, than to co that for Love to 

quicqurd dicuit MLM, WRIC't he did for Love to us and our Salvation? "s are his Subjects by the deareſt 

fees, ut aſe- Titles, and our own Conſent ; we are dedicat:d to his Honovr; and as the Apoltle tells 

 y60-6%+ "hg the Galatians, If you are circumciſed, you are debtors to keep the whole Law; by the ſame 

qi aiſur& Reaſon if we are baptized, we are obliged troobey the Law of Faith ; to order our Lives 

eh according to.the DoQtrine and Example of Chriit. An unholy Chriſtian, is 2 Contradi- 

$139 Ron ſodireRt and palpable, that one word deſtroys another ; as if one ſhould fay,' a ljv- 

ing Carcaſs, or a cold Calenture, We muſt adorn the Goſpel of Chrilt by the ſacred 

ſplendor of our Aﬀtions. An innocent Life from groſs notorious Sins, 15 a poor Perfe- 

Qtion ; we mult ſhew forth the Virtues of him, who has called us to his Kingdom and Glory, 

Men uſually obſerve what is eminently better, or extreamly worſe, -in any kind : The 

excellent Goodneſs of Chriſtians recommends the Goodneſs of the Goſpel, and convinces 
Infidels,* that it came from the Fountain of Goodnels 

* The Primitive Chriſtians endur'd the Fiery Tryal with inſuperable Conſtancy ; and 

the moſt powerful Argument that inſpir'd their Courage , deſpiſing [ite and Death, was, 

that Chriſt was their Leader 1n thofſc terrible Conflicts ; he was 

Fi v03 acies wocaverit, f certaminir weflri_ their SpeCtator, when they encounter'd fierce Beaſts, and fiercer 

py Panty dr 9 500g" 4. Tyrant, for the defence of his Truth, and Glory of his Name ; 

micare, & confeſſions nominit ejus, ad ipſius and while they were ſuffering for him, he was preparing Immortal 

gloriam pervenire Quis non pretiofam im con Crowns for them. This St. Cyprian, in his Paſtoral Letters to the 

Joe? u Domeni mortem non fortiter & conſt anter Chrifti . , = ; f . 

excipiar, placiturus ejus oculis qui n01 1n con riftians in Africa, repretents with ſuch powerful Eloqueance, 

feſſicne neminis ſui de ſuper [p:tianr , wolentes that kindled in their Breaſts a Love ro Chriit fronger than Death. 

age” aaa 4 micarer, vincenes © 2, The Angels are propounded to us as a Pattern for our Imita- 

tion. Our Saviour direfts our delires, that the will of God may be 

don? in Earth, as "tis done in Heaven. Th: Will of God 1s either. Decretive or Precep- 

tive: The Decretive extends to all Events ; nothing falls out at Random, nothing by 

raſh Chance and Caſualty, but all things come to p.f5 according to the Counſel of hisWiill; 

by his Efficiency or Permitſion. The Preceptive Wiilof God is the Rule of our Duty : 

This is the Will of God, even your Santtification : T his is intended here ; for 'tis to be per- 

formed in conformity to che Obedience of the Angels Bur 'tis comprehenſive of our re- 

Ggn'd ſubmiſſion to the Will and Wiſdom of GAY in the diſpoſals of Providence, as well 

as to our ative {ubjeCion to his Commands: We are equally oblized to acknowledge and 

honour his Sovereignty and Dominion in ordering all things, as to yield Obcdience 

to his Sovereignty declar'd in his Laws, The Pſalmiſt addreſſes himſelf to the An- 

gels, as our Pattern ; Bleſs the Lord ye his Angels that excel in ftren2th, that do his Conmmana- 

ments, hearkening to the votce of his Word. The Angels arethe eldeſt of {pring of God's 

Power, Glorious, Heavenly and Immortal Spirits. The Title of Angels ſignifies their 

Othce  thcir Nature we do not fully know. Wecan rell what they are not. no: F!eſb nor 

Blood ; but nepitives do not afford Knowledge. 'Tis not Knowledve to declare what 

things are not, but what they are. Their excellency is diſcovered in Scripture, inthat the 

higheſt degree of our PerteQtion is exrpeſs'd by likeneſs ro the Angels. 1 he PerteRion of 

Afts 6. i5, Beauty 10 Szephen is ſet forth, They ſaw his Face as the Face of an Ange!. Excellent Wi: 


; 2$mm. 14.20. dom 10 David; \y Lord the King is wiſe as an Angel of God. Perf-©t Eloquence ; Tho I 


a Cor. 13 1. 


ſpeak with the Tongues of Ven and Angels. And the Apoſtle, in afferiing the infinite digni- 
ty of che Mediator, proves it by this argument, that he is above the Anpels; To which of 
the Angels did he ſay, thou art my Son? that is 1n a high and peculiar manner : Now if they 
had nor been in the higheſt order of Creatures, the Argument had not been concluſive ; yet 
they are infinite deſcents below God. The Heavens are not clan in his ſie ht, the Stars ave not 
pure before him. The Seraphims vail their Faces aud their Feet tn his glorions preſence, and 


cry 
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cry one to another, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hoſls, the whole Earth is full of thy Glory : His 
ſ:parate and tranſcendent Attributes are the Foundation of their Humility and SubjeQion. 
2. They received their Being from his meer Pleaſure, This moſt free Favour tafinite- 
ly binds them ro his Service. A derived Being has dependant operations. | as 

3- They are confirm d in their ſtate of ever-flouriſhing Felicity, by peculiar Grace. © In 
the morning of the Creation Heaven ſhin'd with innumerable Stars, the Angels of 
Light, of whoma vaſt number are by thezr Rebellion become wandering Stars, to whons 
is reſerv'd the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever. . How dreadful was their Fall ? From whar 
Felicity into what Woe? Now the good Angels are in a ſupernatural ſtate, without the 
leaſt danger of Change and Separation from the bleſſed Preſence of God. T he Grace of 


Contlirmation renews their obligation tothe Divine Goadneſs; they are not ſafe in t!iem- 


ſelves, bur their fidelity is ſecur'd by the continual influence of the Holy Spirit. In them 
is perfe& Light and perfeQ Love, the fountains of their Obedience. The matter where- 
in their Obedience is exercis'd is ſecret tous; the Laws and admirable Order 1n Heaven 
- are not fully diſcovered : But we are aſlur'd, they continually magnify and celebrate the 
Perf:Qtionsof God. In this lower World, they are miniſtring Sprrits to the Heirs of Sal- 
vation, the adopted Children of God. The higheſt Angels are not exempted from this 
Service, nor the loweſt Saints excluded from the benefit of ir, Howmany unforeſeen and 
inevitable dangers, as to Human prevention, do they prevent? The evil Angels would 


deltroy the Saints, from a Principle of Revenge and Deſpite againſt the high and everlaſt- 


ing Judge, and are hindred by the interpoſing of the good Angels. Michael overcame the 
[etil, in the contention about the Body of Moſes. The Devils have totally loſt their Moral 
Excellency, and their Natural Excellency, their Luſtre and Power are Icfſen'd. But of 
what Power they have to do Miſchief, there are terrible Proofs recorded in Scripture : 
They raiſed the Storm that overchrew the Houſe, wherein Job's Children were ſuddenly 
deſtroy'd ; and ſtruck his Body with loathſome and tormenting Boils. 

The good Angels inſpire holy thoughts, and excite holy affeCtions in the Saints : For 
certainly they have an inſpiring Faculty for Good , as the Devils have for Evil. Satan 
put it into Judas is Heart to betray Chriſt, They execute Vengeance upon the wicked ; 
The Angel of the Lord deftroged in one night « hundred fourſcore and five thouſand of rhe Aſ- 
ſyrian Army. When the Saints leave the World, the Angels guard them through chelAir, 
the dominions of Satan, and ſecure them from the ſpiritual Pharaoh, who purſues them 
in their paſſage to the Celeſtial Cannes. 

At the laſt day they ſhall gather the Ele# from all the quarters of the World. before the 
Tribunal of Chriſt ; and atter the judgmeatr is paſt, they ſball caſt the Htcked into everliſts 
ing Fire. | = | | | 

"The perfeCtion of their Obedience is ſiznifed ; They obey God readily without delay 
or reluQtancy .Delay is a virtual denial of Obedience. T he Angel told Zacharias, ] am Gabriel 
that ſtand inthe preſence of God: It implies his prepared diſpoſition to receive and perform 
all his Commands.” Tis ſaid,chey hearkes to the woice of his Word : the firſt ſipnification of his 
Will purs them 1n morton. 'They entirely obey him ; there is no allay,no mixture of Contra- 
ries in their Principles, nothing ſuſpends or breaks the intireneſs of their aQtivity ia God's 
Service. 1 hey obey him with all their Powers, and the utmolt eftcacy of them. *Tis ſaid, 
He makes his Angels Spirits, his Miniſters « flame of tire : to {ignifie their celericy and vigour 
in doing God's Will. They fly like the Wind,to reſcue the Saints from imminent deſtruQive 
Evils; and likea flame of Fire, are quick and terrible to conſume the wicked. They ful- 
ly perform his Commands : The two Angels that were ſent to preſerve Lot' from the de- 
ſtruQion of Sodom, while he lingred, they took him by the Hand, and brought him oue 
of the City, and would not deſtroy it till he was ſafe. They freely and chearfully obey 
God, eſteeming his Service their Glory and Felicity. They are ſtil'd Throzes and Dominji- 
ons, Principalities and Powers; but they are more pleaſed in the title of hzs Angels; thatis, 
Meſſengers, and in the Relation of his Servants. They efteem it their highett Exaltation 
and Happineſs to obey God. They with as much diligence and delight watch over the 
meaneſt Saints, though never ſo obſcure and deſpicable in the World, as thoſe who are in 
Royal Dignity ; becauſe they in it obey the orders of God. They are ſteddy and uniform 
in their Duty, above all temptations from Hopes or Fears that may flacken their Endea- 
vours, and unſtring the bent of their Reſolutions in his Service. There is an eternal con- 
ltancy in their Obedience. Fo i. 

It may be faid, this Example is above our level in the preſeat ſtate; Our wings are 
broke, we flag, and cannot reach ſo high a flight. We ſometimes conceive more clearly, 
ſometimes more darkly of our Duty : We are ſometimes declining, ſometimes reviving 
and returning to our Duty : We do not praftice Obedience with that degree of diligence 
as tis commanded. The weakneſs of the Fleſh controuls the willingneſs of the Spirir. 


How 


os. 


l_— 
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How ſhould it upbraid us, that we fall ſo ſhort in the imitation of Angelival Obedience, 
who are under equal, nay peculiar Obligations to pleaſe Gqd ? The Grace of God 1n our 
Redemption, is more illu(triouſly viſible than in their Creation : I he Gooone's of Guy 
was molt free in making the Angels; but 'tis merciful in ſaving Man from extream Mt- 
ſcry, the deſert of his Diſobedience. The Divine Power made the Angels, bur Meg ar: 
redeemed by the deareſt Price, the Blood of the Son of God. In this God commendect 
his Love to us, that when we were Sinners, he gave his Son to dye for us. Now Benvhcence 
is magnified by the Principle and motive ot it; Gifrs are endear's by the Aticction of 
the Giver, and ingenuous Thankfulneſs chiefly refpefts it. All the precious Penehis, anc 

vital Influences, that we receive, are from the deareſt Love of God: Suppoling the An- 
pels receive as great Favours from his bountitul Hand, yer therets a clearer diſcovery of 
his Heart, histender and compaſſionate Love 1n our Salvation. How ſhould this Conſide- 
ration inſpire our Prayers with a holy Hear, that God would inltghten cur Mincs t1 
know his holy, acceptable and perfeQt Will; and incline our Wiils ro choolz it and cna- 
ble us todo it, as the Angels, the moſt iNuminare and zealous Servants of Get? 

4. The Scripture has lighted up excellent Examples of Hotlines in the {ives of the 
Saints upon Earth, for our direction and jmitation. There 1s a great advantage by look- 
iag on Examples : they are more inſtruttive than naked Precep:s, and more clearly con- 
vey the knowledge of our Duty. A Work done 17 our {1ght by 3nother, dirctts us betser 
in the praQiiſe of it, is more acceptable, and of more powertulefficacy to reform vs, than 
Counlcland Admonition by words. A Reproof, it ſpoken with an imperiovs a1r, where- 
ia Vanity has a viſible aſcendant, is heard with diftaite, and often with cifdain ; bur an 
excellent Example is a ſilent Reproof, not directed immediately to irregular Perſors, but 
diſcovers what ought to be done, and leaves the application ro themſelves, and the im- 
preſſion 1s more quick and penetrating than of words. In difficult Precepts, no Argy- 
ment is more eff-Qtual than Examples; for the poſſhbility of doing them is contirm'd by 
laſtances in others ; and the pretence of Infirmity is taken away. 'The Command binds 
us to our Duty, Examples incourage us to performance. The patrern of the Angels, who 
are pure Spirits, is not ſo influential upon vs, as the pattern of the Saints, that is more 
correſpondent and proportionate to our preſent ſtate; as the Light of the Stars, that are 
ſo valtly diſtant, is not ſo uſeful in managing our Afﬀairs, as the light of a Candle thar - 
is near us- The Saints are nearly allied to us; they are clothed with the ſame trail par- 
ment of Fleſh, they had like Paſſions, and were in the ſame contagious World, yet they 
were holy and heavenly in their AﬀeQtions and Actions : They lived in civil Converſati- 
on with Men , and ſpiritual Communion with God. This will take away the pretence 
of Infirmity ; for we have the ſame word of Grace, and ſpirit of Grace to ſtrenzthen 


us. 

The PraQtiſe of Holineſs is regular and uniform, wherein the Saints reſemble one ano- 

ther; yet there is a conſpicuous ſingularity of aQive or ſuffering Graces in fome Saints, 

that eminently diſtigguiſh them from others; and theſe we ſhould eſpecially regard. 

Enoch walked with God ; His Lite was a continual regard of God, therefore he was tran- 

{lated 1nto his glorious Preſence. Abraham's Faith was iNuſtrious, in that without relu- 

Qtancy, he addreſs'd himſelf to offer up his beloved Son ; a Command fo heavy, that 

God woutd not permit his performing it. Moſes Self-denial was truly admirable, in 

chooſing to live 1n a folitary naked Deſert, rather than in the Egyptian Court wherein was 

the heighch of Pomp, and the centre of Pleaſure. Job's Patience was unparalle!'d, when 
incompals'd with the ſharpeſt Affliction. Daniel prefer'd a Den of Lyons to Darias's Pa- 

Jace, rather than negleC&t one day his deſired Duty of Prayer to God. Whom would it 

not inflame to read the Narrative of the Tryals of the excellent Saints recorded in the 

| x3th to the Hebrews ? They were perſecuted and patient, afflited and relign'd ; they 

Cur ergo ad ex- WETE Victorious over the blandiſhments of the alluring Wor'id, and the terrors of the en- 
any 1 raged World: From thoſe Inſtances, the Apoſtle exhorts us to run our race with Patience, 
front nen inrue- dooking to Jeſus the author and finiſher of our Faith, The Knowledge that is in our view 
mur 7 from che practice of others, will make Obedience more ealie, and beſt lcad vs to pra- 
ns Qice. Theſe excellent Examples ſhould make us bluſh with Shame, and bleed with Grief, 
in republica that notwichitanding there is a more copious communication of Grace by the Goſpel, 
iter _y than under the Law, and a more clear revelation of the glorious Reward, we are ſo ma- 
quibarvincitur, BY Jegrees below them. N othing will convince us more of our Negligence, than com- 
WR: Er il ParatIve and exemplary Initrution. There is an envious Emulation among thoſe that are 
poſh log 546 10 Publick Places; 'ris not [0 pleaſing to ſee many below them,as *cis uneaſie and grievous to 
ras peſt ſe vide. {ee any above them. T his ſeems to be one of thoſe Plants, that in its native Soil is poiſon- 
re. quam grave Ous, but tranſplanted into another Climate, and under another Heaven, is not only inno- 


#l:quem ante ſc. 


Sen. £p. 7; C2, bur healthful. "Tis anoble Emulation woi thy the brea!l of a Saint, to ſtrive to ex- 
ccl others in Holineſs. «. Our 
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5, Our preſeat Joy, ani future Glory, are improved according as we riſe to Perfe- 
Rion here. The Life of a Saint may be compar'd to the Labour of the Bzes, who all che 
day eicher fly from their Hives to the Flowers, or from the Flowers to their Hives 3 and 

| all their art and exerciſe 15, where there 1s fragrancy.or ſweetneſs. In divine Worſhip the 

"<ul aſcends to God, by holy thoughts and ardent delires, and God deſcends into the Soul, 
by the communication of Grace and Comfort. 

*T is true the Carnal Man cannot fee nor taſte the divine delight, that a Saint has real Ex- 
perience of ; for a lower Nature 1s incapable of the perceptions and enjoyments of an high- 
er : A Plant cannot apprehend the pleaſure of Senſe, nor a Beaſt the pleaſures of Rea- 
ſon ; and Reaſon muſt be prepared and elevated toenjoy the pleaſures of Holineſs, which 
makes all the charming Contents of this World infipid and n2uſcous : For according to the 
excelleacy of the QojeUts , and the capacity and vigour of the Faculcies exerciſed upon 
them, ſuch is the delight that reſults from their unioa. The holy Soul is a Heaven in- 
lightened with the Beams of the Sun of. Righteouſneſs ; a Paradiſe planted with immor- 
tal Fruits, the Graces of the ſanQifying Spirit ; and God walks in it, communicating the 
ſenſe of his Love, - | : 

Are not Life and Light,and Liberty, produCtive and preſervative of Joy? And conſequent- 
ly, as the natural Life, the more lively and vigorous, the more pleaſant it is; fo the ſpiritual. 
The more we are like God, the more we are loved of him, and the more clear revelations 
of his Love are communicated to us. The more we are freed from the chains of Sin, 
and bondage of Satan, the more joyful and glorious is our Liberty. Indeed, the Saints 
are ſometimes 1n darkneſs, but their Sorrows are from their defesin Holineſs ; from their 
not improving the means of Grace, whereby they might riſe to PerfeQion: For as when 
Sadneſs oppreſles us, the vital Spirits retire tothe Heart, and are ſhut up in their ſprings, 
that Nature does not perform 1ts operations with delight; ſo when the Holy Spirit, the 
Eternal Comforter, is grieved, by our quenching his pure Motions, he withdraws his com- 
forting Influences, and the Soul 1s left deſolate, The Experience of all the Saints is a 

demonſtation, that Religion the more it faſtens us to our Duty, and to God, by the 

bands of ' Love, the happier we are ; and that the ſtate of - a renewed Chriſtian, is lo tar 
from being gloomy and melancholy, that 'tis the joyful beginning of Heaven. | 

By excelling in Holineſs, our future Glory will be.encreas'd. The life and order of 
Goverament conſiſts in the diſpenſing Rewards and Puniſhments. God will recompence 
the wicked according to the Rule of Juſtice and their Deſert; and the future Happineſs 
of the Saints will be ia degrees, according to the degrees of their Holineſs. Not as if 
there were any Merit in our Works to procure the Eternal Reward, which is the Gift of 
his moſt free Love ; but his Love rewards us according to his Promiſe, that they who ſow 
bountifully, ſh ill reap bountifully ; and in proportion, as the Graces of the Saints are exerci- 
{ed here, their Glory will be in Heaven; In this the Goodneſs of God is admirable, he ' 
works all in us, and rewards his own work : His Service is the beſt ; for he that commands, 
works ; and he that obeys, reigns. If we reſpeC the Glory of God and our own, let us 
endeavour to be compleat in Holineſs. 

'Tis true God beſtows his Favours as a free Lord, and liberal BenefaQtor, variouſly ; 
but he diſtributes Rewards in the next Life as a Governour, according to the inviolate 
Rule eftabliſh'd by his Wiſdom in his Word. As the quality of the Reward 1s accord» 
ing to the kind of our Works, ſo the degrees are according to the meaſure of them, To 
imagine that a Carnal Man may be ſaved without Holineſs, is as unreaſonable, as to think 
thata Man may be made miſerable without Sin. Ir is to attribute an irregular Clemency 
tohim. We muſt diltinguiſh between the deſert of the Reward, and the order of dif: 
penſing it. Theres no poſlibility or ſhadow of Merit ; for the Grace of Obedience is an- 
tecedent to the Grace of the Reward. O70 
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The effeual means to riſe to Perfeition in Holineſs. Unfeigned Faith in our Sa viour, who is 
the efficient and exemplary cauſe of inherent Holineſs. Prayer a means to obtain an increaſe. 
of Holineſs. Frequent and attentrve hearing, reading and meditation of the Word, 4 MEANS 
of growth in Grace, The Word maſt te mix d with Faith, and an earneſt defire an improve 

* Grace by it. It muſt be laid up in the Miud and Memory. It muſt be fincerely received. 
The Religious Uſe of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, an excellent means to increaſe 
Grace. Repentance, Faith and Love are improved by Zr. The renewing our C oVenant with 
Chriſt in that Ordinance, is of great uſe for the advancing of Grace. The Religzcus Ob, erua- 
tion of the Lord's Day, makes us mre ho'y. The frequent diſcuſſion of Conſcience 15 Very in- 
ftrumental to increaſe Holineſs. It muſt be diſt int in comparing, our Aftions with the Rule, 

ſerious and ſincere as previous to drvine Judgment, with reſolution to reform what is amiſs, and 
frequent. Fs 


Will now proceed to declare the means that are effeQual for our obtaining Holineſs in 
degrees of eminence. 


rt. Unfeigned Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who iS the meritorious, efficient and eX- 
emplary Cauſe of inherent Holineſs, and Actions flowing from it. The Death of Chriſt 
was our Ranſom, not only to releaſe us from the Curſe oi the Law, but the Dominion of 
Sin: Theſe w:r* inſeparable in the deſign of our Redeemer; and are in the accompliſh- 
ment of it; None are pardon'd, but they are ſanctified. It the reimpreſiion of the Image 
of God in us, had been only requiſite for the reſtoring us to his tavour , our Saviour's 


| dying had been unneceſſary ; his Inſtruction and Example, with the fanQtifying Spirit's 


Operations, had been fufficient.; But till our Guilt was expiated, the Founin was ſealed, 
noemanations of Divine Grace flow'd forth. Chriſt gave himſelf for us, that he might re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purifie us to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. 
Chriſt is the efficient Cauſe of our Holineſs. We receive from God, the Author of 
Nature, the Natural Life, with all its Faculties; and by the concnrrence previous and con- 
comitant of his powerful Providence, we a& in the order of Nature : But the Super- 
natural Life is conveyed to us from the Son of God, the Mediator; Of his fulneſs we 
receive Grace for Grace : Our increaſe is from our Head, the Fountain of Spiritual Senſe 
and Action. The Holy Spirit, who inſpires us with the divine Lite, confirms and improves 
it was purchaſed by his Sufferings, andis confer'd in his Exaltation. As in the operation of 
the ſenſitive faculties, though the Eye be clear and qualified for ſight, yet tis neceſſary 
there be a ſupervenient Light to irradiate the Air, and aQuate the viſive Spirits, that there 
may be a diſcovery of Objeds : Thus after the Soul is renewed- by habitual Grace, there is 
neceſſary the exciting aſſiſting Grace of the Spirit, to draw it forth into exerciſe every hour. 
The Sun is the heart of the world, from which all vital cheriſhing Influences are derived ; 
Thus from the Son of righteouſneſs, with healing in his wings, continual Influences proceed: 
without which, the life of Grace would languiſh and decay. In this there is a diſparity be- 
tween the viſible Sun, and the ſpiritual: though the fruitfulneſs of every Plant is from his 
vital heat, and deſcending Influences, yet the quality and kinds of the Fruits, is from the 
Sap that diſtinguiſhes them: Grapes are from the Vine, and Peaches and Apples are from 
ſeveral Trees; but every Grace in the Saints is from the deſcending influences of Chriſt. 
Now Faith is the means by which we receive the emanations of Grace from Chriſt. The 
Apoſtle tells us, The life that 7 live in the fleſh, is by Faith in the Son of God, The firſt 
plantation of Holineſs, and the higheſt pertetion of it attainable in the preſent Life, is by 
Faith, that unites us to Chriſt. A ſincere reliance on him for continual ſupplics of Grace, 
gives vertue and efficacy to the means preſcribed in the Word. We are commanded to 
grow in Grace, and in the experimental knowledge of our Lord and Savicur Jeſus Chriſt, the effc= 
tual means to obtain it. | by 

3- Contemplate our Saviour as the exemplary Cauſe of our Holineſs. His Pattern is not 
only a powerful one (which is conſidered before) but means to bring us to Perfeion. We 
are directed to /ook to Jeſus, the author and finiſher of our Faith, that we may run the race ſet 
before us, till we come to its period and perſetion. In the Goſpel there is a divine repre- 
{ſentation of the Obedience and Sufterings of our Saviour, Wherein every Grace that adorns 
the Children of God, is exactly repreſented, and all the Afflictions and render Tryals, 
wherewith God exerciſes them in order to their Glory, were conſecrated by his Example. 


This 
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This is not a dead Obje propoſed to our view, but has a vital*efficacy to transform us into 
his likeneſs ; as the ſight of the Brazen Serpent conveyed a healing vertue to the wounded 
Iſraelites. The Apoſlle tells us, that we a#Z with open Face, beholding as ina glaſs, the Glory. : © - 
of the Lord, are changed into the ſame image, from Glory toGlory, as by the Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3. 18. 
The Goſpel is the Glaſs, wherein there is a permanent Image of Chriſt in his Life and D-ath; 
a full manifeſtation of all his Vertucs ; and this Fight, by the operation of the Spirit, chan- 
ges us into his likeneſs, from' Glory to Glory; that is, by ſeveral degrees of Grace to a full 
conformity to him in Glory, As a Painter often fixes his Eye upon the Object, to form in 
his Imagination the Idea, that guides his Hand in the deſigning and colouring the Face, 
that the Copy may reſemble the truth of Nature in the Original: So we ſhould conſider 
the Holineſs and PerfeRion of our Saviour's Actions, and draw the firſt Lines of Reſolution 
to imitate him, and every day endeavour to fill and complear them in Actions, till Chriſt 
be form'd in us. Let us often compare our Lives with the Lite of Chriſt, that we may {ce 
our Imperfetions in his Excellencies, which will diſcover them, and how to correct 
them. | ; | 
Now, in that particulars are moſt inſtruftive, I will confider two Examples of our Saviour 
for our imitation, in Duties of difficult practice, The firſt is, the Duty of Admonition, 
wherein great prudence is requiſite, mix'd with tender Love, leſt the Reproof be taken for 
a Reproach, and the perſon be provok'd and not reform'd; and with zeal that may give 

efficacy to our Counſel, A Reproof muſt be managed like binding of a wounded part, 
which muſt be neither too ſtrait, nor too ſlack, leſt it ſhould oppreſs and exaſperate the 
Wound, or leſt there be not a cloſe application of the Medicine. Of this mixture of Aﬀe- 
&ions we have a clear diſcovery in our Saviour's carriage towards his Enemies. *Tis related 
in the Goſpel, That a Man with a wither d hand was preſent in the Synagogue ; and ſome watched 
whether our Saviour would heal him on the Sabbath-day, that they might accuſe him of profaning Mat 3. 5: 
it : Andwhen he propounded the queſtion, whether it were lawful to do good or evil on the Sabbath- 
day ? they maliciouſly held their peace : which occafion'd his looking on them with anger, being - 
grieved for the hardneſs of their hearts. This exaQ Pattern we ſhould follow, joining mild 
Severity with melting Compaſſion, in reproving offenders. | en: 
The-other inſtance is, how to compoſe our Spirits, and reſign our Wills to God, in the 
approaches of very affliting Evils. Our Saviour in the apprehenſion of his impendent 
Suffering, expreſs'd a great perplexity, Now is my Soul troubled, and what ſhall I ſay - The 
fearful expeQation of the juſt and heavy puniſhment due for our Sins, perplex'd his holy 
and humane Nature: he addrefs'd a Requeſt to God, Father ſave me from this hour, but it 
was with a Revocation, bat for this cauſe came I to this hour : it was ſabordinate to his main - 
deſire, Father, glorifie thy Name. When he was ſeized by his bloody Enemies, and Peter Joh. 12.27,28. 
ſtruck with his Sword one of them, he repreſſed his raſh Zeal with that Conſideration, 

The Cup which my Father has given, ſhall I not drink of it> Ne regarded his Sovereign Will oy ts ſe ar 
i. . | : _—_ 0” ana s it quod ab 
ingiving it, and with ſubmiſſion drank of the Dregs of it. How inſtrutive is this to us, ill cole ſora- 
bu take the hotteſt and bittereſt Potion that God our Father and Phyſician prepares = mw 
or us? $ re, cul ens 

2. Prayer isan Effetual Means to obtain an increaſe of Spiritual Bleſſings.” Tis the Law of « bibs, Aug, 
Heaven, that Bleflings are to be obtain'd by Prayer, for this is moſt honourable to God, and 
Beneficial to us. *Tis the Supreme Act of Religious Worſhip, diſcover'd by the' Light. of 
Nature to the Heathens, Prayer is the Homage due to his Eternal greatneſs, the moſt plo- | 
rious acknowledgment of his All-ſufficiency 3 that he is able and willing to relieve our-Po- 
verty from his immenſe Treaſures, notwithſtanding our unworthineſs : for we are lefs 9ui fngir ſacres 
than the leaſt of his mercies, and deſerve the ſevere inflitions of his Jaſtice.. *Tis the ſet- 4579 ve! mar- 
ting our Seal to his Truth, that he is a God hearing Prayer. *Tis very beneficial to us: for facie Pn 
it engages us to receive his Benefits with adoration and thankfulneſs, -and prepares us to 9ui roger, ille © 
receive new Favours; and by our obtaining Bleſſings in this way, we have a more clear /** 
and comfortable ſenſe of his Love, that gives the ſweeteſt TinQure and reliſh to them. 

Tis true, Prayer is not requir'd to inform God, or to incline him to be gracious ; and 
| ſometimes from his exuberant Goodneſs he prevents our deſires; but we cannot regularly 
expect his Bleſſings withour the ſenſe of our Wants, and Prayers to ſupply them. 

Now all Blefiings are originally from God, but ſome are immediately from him.. As 
the Sun inlightens the Worle by its preſence in the Day, and the Moon and Stars inlighten 
It in the Night, by Light borrowed from the Sun. St. James tells us, Every good and. pert 
fect gift deſcends from above, from the Father of lights: All Bleſſings in the Order of Nature, 
the Qualities of the Body, Beauty, Strength, Health ;''or the Endowments of the Mind; 
Knowledge, Wir, Eloquence, are his Gitts; all Temporary Talents, Riches, Power, Digni- 
ty, are: from him, by the mediation of ſecond Cavles : but there are more precious and per- 
tect Gifts that come from him immediately as the Father of lights, fanitying Graces, 
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and ſpiritual Comforts, by the Illumination , and Inſuſten of the Holy Spirir, 
The firſt ſort of Bleſſings we are nort'to pray for abſojutcly, for they may be pernicious, 
by our abuſe of them, to our Souls, and are often beſtowed upon reprobate finners. Bat 
the other kind, ſaving Graces, delerve our moſt ardent deſires. As the hart pants after the 
PlUI. 106; 4. watersbrooks, our ſouls ſhould ſeck after the favour of God; and ſanilying Grace, the intal- 
lible Teſtimony and effe& of it. We muſt pray for them unſatisfiedly, not coricne with 
any thing elſe, nor without excellent degrees of them. David breaks out his ardent defires, 
0 that my ways were directed according to thy Statutes, O that my ſoul may be bapiiz'd with 
the Holy Ghoſt as with Fire, to puritie and refine me from all my drofs: that as Gold taken 
omen terra in {TOM 2 Vein of Earth, receives ſuch luſtre from the Fire, as if it were the ſole predutt of 
omen terra in Th EN , | , 
;gnt relique, Fire, ſo my renovation by the Spirit May be ſo intire, that all Carnality may be aboliſh'd. 
Tert. Our Prayers ſhould be for our perſeverance 1n well-doing., Perſeverance is a molt free 
gift of God, a new Grace ſuperadded to what we have received, without it we ſhall forſake 
Godevery Hour. God promif:s to give the ſanRitying Spirit as a permanent Principle of 
Ezck. 36.25, DOlIneſs in his People, to c2uſe them to walk 1n his Statutes, and deciares, for this 7 will be 
26,29, 10, enquired of by the houſe of 1ſrael. We muſt imitate Jacob, who wreſtled with the Angel, 
and would not let him go 7711 he had Bleft him. This is an Emblem of fervent Praycr, where- 
in we ſtrive with the ſtrength and finews of our ſouls, and as it were offer violence to rhe 
King of Heaven to beſtow ſpiritual Bleſſings upon us. | | | fn 
Carnal Men are intemperate, greedy and paſſionate, in their defires cf temporal Bleſſings; 
tho? Reaſon, Religion, and Experience of their Vanity, ſhould regulate them : They are 
impatient and infatiable, and will bear no demial nor delay but with regret, and reluQtancy. 
But how remiſs and cold are thcir deſires for ſpiritual and etertial Bleilings, they invite a 
denial. Their Prayers are defective in the Principle, they do not underſtand the vaiue, 
and their want of them. Divine Grace, the gift of God's ſaving Mercy, the dear purchaſe 
of the Sufferings of Chriſt, the precious fruit of his holy Spirit, are of little price in their 
eſteem. Our Saviour tells the Samaritan Woman, /f thou kneweſt the gift of God, and who 
it is that asks thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldſt have asked of him, and he would have 
given thee living water. 
| We are encouraged to be earneſt and reſolved Suppliants for the Graces of God's Spirit, 
becauſe we are afar he is moſt willing to beſtow them. Our Saviour ſometimes encou- 
rages us from the reſemblance of a Father, who cannot ſo unnaturalize himſelf, and diveſt 
his tender Aﬀections, as to renounce his own off-ſpring, to deny a Child neceſfary Food for 
his ſubſiſtence: Wil he give him a ſtone for bread, or a ſerpent for a fiſh? If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts to yeur Children, hew much more ſhall your heavenly Father 
give the holy Spirit to them that ask it 2 Sometimes he excites us to pray, and not to ſaint, 
trom the Parable of an incompalſionate Stranger, a Judge that was overcome by importu> 
nity to afford relief to one in diſtreſs. God delights to hear and anfwer thoſe Prayers that 
are for his beſt Bleſſings. When Solomon prayed for Wiſdom to rule his people, God was ſo 
 pleas'd, that he gave him Wiſdom in an eminent degree, and as an accefſion, Riches and 
Honour. If we imitate So/omon in his Prayer, we ſhall have his Acceptance. St. Fames 
directs us, /f any man wants wiſdom, let him ask it of God, who gives liberally, and upbraids 
no man: the Wiſdom to manage Afiitions, that may be for hisglory, and our ſpiritual ad- 
vantage, He gives liberally, which either reſpeAts the Aﬀetion of the giver, or the mea- 
ſure of the gift, or the repeated AQts of giving : and upbraids not, neither with their un- 
worthineſs, nor the frequency of their Adareſſe . Liberality among Men is a coſtly Vettue, 
and but few have a natural generoſity, or Chriſtian Mercy and Means to expreſs and exer- 
Ciſe ir. The Neceſlitics of others do not affeat Men with fo quick a ſenſe, as the parting 
with their Money to relieve them. As the Balſam»Tree does not drop its healing Liquor, 
till the Bark is Cur. Sometimes the great number of Suiters is a pretence to excuſe trom 
the exerciſe of Bounty. None of theſe can be conceived of God. There is nothing more 
divine in the Deity, and becoming his Nature, than his inclination to do good. As the 
Mother with equal pleaſure nouriſhes the Child. with her Milk, as the Child draws ir. 
For the Breaſt is uneaſy till emptied. God much more rejoices in doing good, than we in 
receiving It. | 
We are alſo aſſur'd of obtaining ſpiritual Bleflings by the interceſſion of the Mediator. 
The dignity of his Perſon, whois higher than the Heavens, the Son of his Love, the Me- 
rits of his Obedience and Sufferings, aſſure us of his Power with God. He takes us by the 
hand, and brings us to the Father, perfumes and preſents our Requeſt to obtain a favourable 
Reception, When weare under impreſſions of fear, that God will ceny our Prayers for ſpi- 


ritual Bleſſings, 'tis as 1t' there were no Love in the Mediztor, nor preyalency in his Medi- 
ation, 
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2ſides, the Spirit of Holineſs is plenteouſly Conveyed under the Diſpenſarion of the 
Goſpel. The gifc of the Spirit, 1n the riche(t degrees, was reſerved as aa Honour to 
Chriſt in his Aſcenſion. wy Z Do Soda 6c Tg 
'Tis ſaid, The Holy Ghoſt was n t yet given, becauſe Jeſus was not yet plorified, The 
Blood of Chriſt was liberally ſhed, that che Spirit might be liberally poured forth. But 
the beſtowing .of the Spirit, was at the Triumphant Aſcenſion of Chriſt. .Thow haft 
aſcended on high, thou haſt lea captivity captive, and received gifts for men: that is, from 
the Father, as the Reward of his Viltory, that: he might diſpenſe them to: Men: 
| The Principal Gift is the Holy Ghofl, comprehenſive of all good things. The Promiſe 
is perform'd under the Goſpel, I will pour forth of my Spirit, the Spirit of grace and 
ſupplication, upon all fleſh. There were ſome Sprinklings of it under the Law, and 
confin'd to a ſeparate Nation, but now ſhowers are poured down upon af] Nations, 
to puriie them, and make them fruitful in Good Works. The Apoſtle declares the, _ 
admirable Efficacy of the Goſpel, The Law of the Spirit of Life has freed me from the jy, 
| Law of Sin and Death. The Spirit of the Fiery :Law, fo call'd wich reſpe& to its 
Original and Operations, convinc'd of Sin, and conftrain'd Conſcience to infli&t 
rormenting impreſſions on the Soul, the Preſages of Future Judgment : but afforded _ | 
no Spiritual Grace to obey it. Therefore 'tis' ſaid to be weat and unprofirable. But the Heb.7.18, 9. 
Goſpel conveys Supernatural Strength, to obtain Supernatural Happineſs. Tis fore- _ _ | 
rold concerning the tate of the Church in the times of the Goſpel, He that & feeble Zech. 12. 8. 
among them ſhall be as David, and the houſe of David ſhall be as God, as the Angel of the 
Lord before them. Add farther, the Holy Spirit direQts our deſires, and God knows the 
mind of the Spirit, who makes interceſſion for us according to the will of God. Chriſt is 
our Advocate in Heaven, and the Spirit in our Hearts, by inflaming our AﬀeQions; 
and exciting in us filial Truſt in the Divine Mercy. They that wait on the Lord, ſhall 
renew their ſirength. If we are impotent in reſiſting Temptations, and in' doing the 
Will of God, when Divine Affiftanc? is ready upon our deſires to confirm us, our 
Impotence is voluntary, and does not excuſe us from Conſequent Sin, but is ari antece- 
dent Sin. The ſharpeſt Reproof we read from our Saviour to his Diſciples was for 
their guilty Impotence: Jeſus anſwer'd and ſaid, O faithleſs and perverſe generation, 
| How long ſhall T be with you ? How long ſhall 1 ſuffer you ? He had given them Power to 
heal Diſeaſes, and expel Evil Spirits, but they had not uſed the means of' Prayer and. 
Faſting, that was requiſice for the exerciſe of that Power. How juſtly do we deſerve 
that ſtinging Reproach, who, notwithſtanding the Goſpel is the miniſtration of the Spirit,. 
do not by continual fervent Prayer apply our ſelves to God, to partake of a rich abundance 
of Grace fromthe Holy Spirit ? | | Es, > 
I ſhall only add, that as Prayer is-a means ro obtain more Grace by impatration, ſo 
by the exerciſe of Grace 1n Prayer tis increasd.: Frequent Prayer has a cleanſing 
Vertue, in that as thoſe who often come into the King's Preſence to ſpeak to him, arc 
careful to be in decent Habits, that they may not be diſparag'd: in - his Gzht; fo thoſe * 
who draw near to God, will cleanſe themſelves from Sin, that they may be prepar'd 
to appear before his Holy Majeſty. Humility, Faith, Reverence, Love, Zeal, Relig- 
nation to the Divine Will, Compaſſion to the AﬀMiQted, and other excellent Graces; are 
exerciſed in Prayer, as the ſphere of their aQivity , and as acquir'd Habits ſo' infuſed; 
are improved by exerciſe. Frequent ſhooting not only makes perſons more skilful in, 
direing the Arrow to the Mark, but more able to draw a ſtronger Bow. Nane are 
. more holy in Converſation, than thoſe that give themſelves to Prayer. | Our Saviout 
prayed himſelf into Heaven, and a Divine Luftre appeard in his Countenance. By 
our drawing near to God, the beauty of Holineſs will be impreſs'd upon us, and brighted 
© our Converſations. Briefly, according-to the raiſed operations of Grace in Prayer, ws 
ſhall obtain more excellent degrees' of it from Heaven for in beftowing -che firſt 
Grace, God is a pure Giver, but in diſpenſing new degrees of Grace, he is a Rewarder: 
according to the Promiſe, To him thet hath ſhall be given. 9 ; Cres 
3. Frequent and attentive Hearing and Reading the Word, and ſerious Medication Hs 
of it, is a means appointed by the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, for our growth in ; 
Grace. The conception and propagation, the ſuſtaining and increaſing the Spiritual 
Life, is by the Word of Truth: Tis therefore compar'd to thoſe things that are the 
produQtive and preſerving Cauſes of the Natural Life: *'Tis the incorruptible Seed 
and Food, to beget and nouriſh the Spiritual Life: *'Tis Milk for Babes, Wine for the 
faint, and ſtrong Meat to confirm thoſe of maturer Age: There is an objcQive Vertue 
In it, whereby 'tis apt and ſufficient to regenerate us, and to encreaſe the vigour and 
attivity of the new Life. The Apoſtle calls it, The Power of God to our Salvation: 
The word of Grace is able to build us up to -an inheritance among them that are ſanitified fs 16. ot 
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*Tis a kind of Miracle in Nature, that a Sience of a good Tree grafted into a ſowre 


war frondcs, & Stock, draws the vital Moiſture from the Root, and converts it for the producing 


0p luna pomg, 


 1ato cur Hearts and Converlativas. He praftices over contiaually-the firſt Tempration, 


erous and pleaſant Fruit: The ingrafted Word being a Divine DoQtrine, over ruics 
-” Carnal * Sammy and makes the Mind, Will, AﬀeCtions and Actions, holy and 
heavenly, and anſwerable to its quality. 'The Commands of it are clear and pure, 
direQing us in our univerſal Duty ; the Promiles are precious, encouraging us by the 
proſpe& of the Reward ; the Thireatnings terrible, to preſerve us from 21in, There 1s 
an inſtrumental fitneſs in the Word preached, tv perfect the Image of God in us; tor 
the manner of conveying the Revelation to us, has a congruity to work upoa the ſubject 
to whom 'tis revealed. The firſt inſinuation of Sia was by the Ear; the firſt 1n{piration 
of Grace is by it : Through the Ear was the encrance of Death ; 'tis now the gate of 
Life. In Heaven we [hall know God by ſight, now by hearing. When a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel is inlightned from Heaven, and zealous tor the Salvation of Souls, he is fitter 
for this Work, than if an Angel were a miniſtring Spirit 1a this ſenſe, and imployed 
in this holy Office : For be that Preaches has the ſame intereſt 1n the Dodtrine declar'd 
by him; his everlaſting Happineſs is nearly concern'd ; and therefore is molt likely to 
affe& others. When a holy tire is kindled in the Breaſt, it will inflame the Lips; the 
Mind convinces the Mind, and the Heart perſwades the Heart. But we muſt conſider, 
that as the Inſtrument cannot effe& that for which 'tis made, without *tis dircRed 


and applied for that end ; ſo without a ſuperiour influence of the Holy Spirit, that 


oives vital Power to the preaching of the Word, 'tis without efficacy. W hat our Sa- 
viour ſpeaks of the Natural Life, is applicable to the Spiritual, Mar lives not by Bread 
alone, but by every Word that proceeds from Gods mouth. A Miniſter, with all his 
Reaſon and Rhetorick, cannot turn a Soul from Sin to Holineſs, without the Omni- 
potent Operation: of the Spirit. The Apoſtle tells the Theſſalonians, that the Goſpel 


Came not to them in Word only, but alſo in Power, and in the Holy Ghoſt : The Goſpel 


then comes only in Word, when it pierces no further chan the Ear, that is the ſenſe 
to try Words, and diſtinguiſh different Sounds and Voices: But the Truth of God, 
dire&ed and animated by the Spirit, doth not ſtop at the Ear, the door of the Soul, 
but paſſes into the Underſtanding andthe Heart, that make a change ſo real and preat 
in the qualities of Men, as is expreſs d by ſubſtantial produttions: *Tis therefore ſaid, 
We are begotten and born again by the incorruptible ſeed of the Word. | 

The-W ord becomes effcQtual for the increaſe of Holineſs when *tis mix'd with Faith, 
which binds the Conſcience to. entire Obedience. Tis the Word of God, our Kjng, 
L aw-giver, and Juage ; the Rule of our preſent Duty, and of future Judgment, in the, 
great day of deciſion. The Divine Law is univerſal and unchangeable, and the Duties 
of it. are not neceſlary for ſome, and needleſs for others, but muſt be obeyed w ith- 
out partiality, notwithſtanding the repugnance of the Carnal Pafſions : Whea 'tis ſeri- 
oully, believed and conſidered, the heaters are induced to receive it with preparation 


and reſolution of yielding to it. There is no Truth more evident nor injur'd than this, 


S 


that perſe& Obedience is due to the Will of God, declar'd in his Word ; This all pro- 
fels in the general, but contradict in particulars, when a Temptation croſles the Pre- 
cept. Now the firlt aQt of Obedience 40 the Truth, is the believing it with ſo Rtedfaft 


an afſent, wrought by. the Spirit, that it purities the Heart, and reforms the whole | 


Man. ; 


2. With Faith there muſt be joyn'd an earneſt deſfice to grow in Holineſs. This 
1> declar'd by St. Peter, As new born babes deſire the ſincere milk of the Word, that ye 
may grow thereby. In the Natural Life there is an inſeparable Appetite of Food to 
maintain It ; the inward ſenſe of its neceſſities, cauſes a hunger and thirſt atter ſuitable 
ſupplies to prelerve and improve it. This is experimented in: every one that is born of 
the Spirit ; they attend and apply 'the Word of God to them, not merely to prevent 
the ſharp refleQtions of Conſcience, for the impious negle& of their Duty, for that 
proceeds from Fear, not from Deſire, but to grow. in Knowledge and Holineſs ; not in 
an aiery flaſhy Knowledge, that is only fraittul to increaſe Guilt and Puniſhment ; bur 
ſubRantial and f.ving Knowledge, that is influential upon praQtice. - Hearing is_ in 
order to doing, and doing is the way to Happineſs. 'Tis not the forgetful hearer, but 
the doer of the Word ſball be bleſſed in his deed. The bare kaowledge of Evil does 
no hurt, nor the bare knowledge of our Duty without praQice, does no Good. Feed- 
in2, without digeſting the Food, and turning it into Blood and Spirits, affords no 
Nouriſhnent nor Strengih. 'The moſt diligent hearing, and comprehenlive knowledge 
of our Duty, without prectice is not profitable. The enemy of our Souls is content 
that Divine Truths ſhall be in our Underſtandiogs, if he can intercept their pailage 
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| to induce us by Guile to choole tne Tree of Knowledge before the Tree. of Life... We 
| are therefore commanded to be doers of the Word, not hea:ers only, deceiving our onn 
Soul:. | TOS JOLIE: © . 
2. That the Spiritual Life may be increaſed by the Word, it muſt be laid up in the 
Mind and Memory, and hid 1a the Heart. . David ſays, I have hid thy Word in my Heart, 
that I may not ſin againſt thee. His AﬀeCtion to the Word cauſed his continual Medi-* 
tation of it, that it might be a living Root of the Fruits of Holineſs in their ſeaſon. . If 
there were the ſame care and diligence in remembring and obſerving the Rules. of Life 
preſcrib'd by the Wiſdom of God in the Scriptures, as Men uſe in remembring and 
practiling Rules for the recovery of the Health of their Bodies, and 'tis juſtly requiſite 
there ſhould be more, (lince the Life of the Soul infinitely excels the Life of the Body) 
how holy and bleſſed would they be? CI a 
The Advice of the Roman Phyſician that is conducive for the Health of the Body, - _ 
is applicable to the Soul ; fter a full Meal abſtain from laborious Attions, that, the beat ft ſainaten 
of the Spirits may be concentered in the Stomach for Digeſtion ; otherwiſe, if diverted and EO 
imployed in Labour, the Stomach will be filled with Cruadities. . Thus after __ the : 
Word, our thoughts ſhould not be ſcattered in the World; but we ſhould recolle& and 
revolve it in our Minds, that it may be digeſted into practice. ?*Tis ſaid of the Virgin - 
Mary, She kept theſe ſayings, and pondered them in her heart. ST IE 
Thete are powertul Motives to ingage us to a conſcientious attendance upon this 
Duty. Our Saviour tells us, He that hears me, that is, with ſubjection. of Soul, hath 
Eternal Life. And in one Inſtance he has declard, how much approvd and accepta- 
ble it was to him: For when Martha was imployed about entertaining him, and Mary 
was attentive to receive his InſtruQtons, he ſaid, Mary has cloſe the better part, that (bell 
not be taken from her. His tzeding Mary was more pleaſing to him, than to be. fed by Mar- 
tha. But how many negleCt and deſpiſe this Duty ? Some pretend they. know enough; 
ſuch, if they do not want Inſtrutters, want Remembrancers of their Nuty. Qtrhers are 
infected with Pride, and a worle Leprofie than Naaman's, + of whom we read, that 
when the Prophet ſent him a Meſlage, that he ſbould go and waſb in Jordan ſeven times, 
and he ſhould be clean, he was wroth, and ſaid, Are not Abana and Pharpar, Rivers of 
Damaſcus, better than the Rivers of Iſrael? May I nat waſh in them,.and be clean? So 
there are ſome, who being. .direQted to waſh themſelves often in the, waters of Life, 
the Scriptures of Divine Inſpiration, are apt to think, Are not the;Rivers of Greece and 
Rome, the eloquent Diſcourſes of Philoſophers, better, more perfeQtive of their Minds 
and AQtions, than the plain 'Rules of the Word ? But this proceeds from aff:Qted Igno- 
rance, and wilful perverſeneſs; for not only ſupernatural DoQrines, neceſſary. to be 
believed, are only revealed in the Scripture, but the Rules of Moral Duries, neceſſary 
for praQtice, are clearly and compleatly only laid down in it © © - 
elides, as every thing in Nature has its Vertue by the appointment of God, and 
works for that-end for which it was ordain'd ; ſo the-preaching of. the Goſpz| was ap- 
Pointed to begin and maintain the Life of the Soul, and powerfully works to that end. 
'The attendance upon it has a Bleſſing annex'd, and the neglett expoſes to Divine Diſ- 
pleaſure ; He that withdraws his Far from hearing the Law, hs Pray:r ſhall be an abomination. 
And let it be ſeriouſly ponder'd,, there is a time coming, when only Prayer can re- 
lieve them. i AS Sh ne 
I ſhall add, that the ſerious reading the Scripture, 'that there .may -be an impreſſion 
of the Characters of its. Purity on the Soul, is a Duty of daily reyolbvtion- We. are 
commanded, that the Word of God ſhould dwell richly in gg, in all. wiſdom + As the Soul 
quickens the Body by its reſidence, and-direQs it in.all its motions ; ſo:the Word ſhould 
be in the Soul an inward: priaciple of. Life,z to dire&t and excite, -and:enable it far the 
performance of every Duty... This Advice of the Apoſtle is comprehenſive. of all. other 
Precepts, and the effeQtual means of obtaining. PerfeQion.....Our Reading mult be,with 
| obſervation,and applying the Word for our Good : There:1sa great difference betweeg {ail- 
ing on the water for Pleaſure, and diving in it for Pearls: Some read the Scriptures to 
pleaſe their Minds in the Hiſtory of the Creation, and the Wonders of: God's power- 
tul Providence, and the various Events in the Kingdoms of the World, recorded 
them. Bur there muſt be diligent Enquiry for Spiritual Treaſures o- enrich, the 
oUul, | | | Fo 


How Careleſs are the moſt of this Duty ? There are above Eight Thouſand Houry 
11 a Year, and how few are employed in Reading the: Scriptures, .that. dire. ys. in 
the Everlaſting Way ? The common pretence is neceffary Buſineſs : but all: Excuſes 
are vain againlt the Command of God. Js tie workizo out our Salvation an indifſerent 
idle matter? Mult the principal Aﬀair cf our Life, be ſubordinate ro lower Concerns? 

| The 
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The infinite buſineſs of Governing a Kingdom, 1s no exemption to Princes trom Read- 
ing the Word of God : for the Command is to him that ſits on the Throne, to read the Law of 
God all the days of his Life, that he may fear the Lord, and do his Statates. : 

2. The Word: muſt be ſincerely received as 'tis ſincerely deliver d. The Rule 1s, 
to lay afide all ſaperfluity of naughtineſs, and receive the engrafted word, that ts able to ſave 
our Souls, There 1s no food more eaſily turn'd into Blood than Viilk ; but if the Sto- 
mach be foul, it ſowrs and corrupts, and is hurtful to the Body. ſhe W ord-of Grace, 
if received into a ſincere Hearc, is very nutritive, it Confirms and Comtorts the Soul : 
but if there be falſe Principles, Carnal Habits, Scnſual AﬀeQtions, 1t proves dangs- 
rous. A Carnal Man will ſet the Grace of the Goſpel againſt rhe Precepts, and 
apply the Promiſes without regarding the Conditions of them, and from holy Premilles 
draw ſinful Concluſions. ES ol 

Briefly, Hearing the Word is not an Arbitrary, but an inciſp-nſable Duty. The 
Pſalmilt puts the queſtion, He that planted the ear, ſball not he hear? and it may be faid 
with the ſame Convition, He that gives ws the faculty of hearing, ſhall not he be hard? 
But we muſt not 'reſt in the bare hearing, for 'tis an introduCtive preparing Duty 1n 
order to praftiſe. There may be an increaſe in Knowledge, ſome Convittions like a 
flaſh of Lightening, ſome melting of the AﬀeQtions, like a daſh-of Rain, ſoon over; 
ſome Reſolutions of Obedience, but without ſincere praQtice, the an 7s a Hearer only, 
and deceives himſelf. Every Sermon that he hears will, notwithitanding his vain 
Hopes; be an argument againſt him at the Day of Judgment. The Reſidence of 
the praftical Truths is rather in the Heart than in the Head: if they are only 
in the Head, they are kept in unrighteouſneſs : yet there 15 no deceit more Common. 


»- 


Mea think they are enrich'd with the Ideas and Notions of Divine Truths 1n their 


Minds , without the. habits of Graces in their Hearts. Briefly, The End and 
Work of the Evangelical Miniſtry is the Perfection of the Saints: as the Apoſtle de- 
clares, We warn every man, and teach every man, that we may preſent every man perfett. 
in Chriſt Jeſus. This teſtimony is given of Epaphras, a Servant of Chriſt, That he al- 
ways labour'd fervently in Prayer, that the Coloſſians might be perfect and compleat in all the 
will of God. - | 
The Religious Uſe of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is an. excellent 
Means for the Increaſe of Grace. The ſtate of Grace is repreſented under the Simi- 
litude of a New Mano, born from Heaven, and partaker of a Spiritual Life, that 
Conſiſts ia Holineſs and Joy. This Spiritual Life ſuppoſes a Spiritual Nouriſhment 
to preſerve it, and a Spiritual Appetite, and that a Spiritual Eating and Drinking; 
Our Saviour denominates himſelf by the CharaQter of Life: 7 aws the way, the trath, 
and the life ; he being the Principle and Preſerver of the Spiritual Life. 1n the Sacra- 
ment, he is the Bread of Life: there are the Sacred Memorials of his Crucifixion, of 
his Body and Blood, which are meat indeed, and are drink indeed, that afford a more ſub- 
ſtantial and excellent Nouriſhment. for the Life of the Soul, than the periſhing Food 
that ſupports the Body. ' Our Saviour tells the Jews, Your fathers eat Manna in the 
wilderneſs, and are dead : the Bread of Angels could not preſerve them from Death, but - 
the Bread of God is the Principle of Eternal Life. He is pleaſed to deal familiarly with 


us, ſuitably to our Compoſition and Capacity, and humbles himſelf in a Sacramental 


Union with the Elements, that Sight may aſſiſt Faith. 

This 1s a poſitive Inſtitution, that derives its Authority and Goodneſs from the 
Precept of our Soveraign and Saviour. It was his dying Charge to his Diſciples, to 
which a {pecial and moſt reverent obſervance is due. *Tis revocable in its Nature, but 
not to ceaſe without the'Will of the Legiſlator, either expreſly declar'd, or vertuall 


by the ceaſing of the end of it. As the Ceremonial Law is aboliſh'd by the ſame 


Advthority that ordain'd it, the end of the Inſtitution being obtain'd. Bat this Ordi- 


nance is by our Saviour commanded to continue till his Second Coming 1in Glory, the 
end of it being the revival of the memory of his Death. 


I will not ſift upon the ſeveral Conformities-between the Natural Food and the 
Spiritual ; for the principal Compariſon and reſemblance is in the End for which food 
is neceſſary and appointed, without which there can be no ſubſiſting Life ; but con- 
ſider how the Life of the Soul is ſtrengthned in this Ordinance, which is not a naked 
ſign of his Sufferings for us, but the ſeal of the Coverant of Grace, and wherein our 
Saviour, though his bodily Preſence be confin'd co Heaven, yet does really and ſpiritually 


_ Exhibir himſclf with all his ſaving Benefits to ſincere Believers. Conſider how Repen- 


tance, Faith and Love are increas'd by this Ordinance, 


1. Repentance 


Spiritual Fer ſection. 
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1. Repentance 1s a Vital, Operative Grace, not only in mortifying Sin, but 1n bring- 
ing forth many excellent Fruits ſuitable ro it. All the Terrors at -Mount Sina? in gi- 
viag the Law, cannot make ſuch an impreſſion on the Conſcience of the righteous and 
fearful Anger cf God for Sin, as the infliction of Wrath upon our dying Saviour. He 
receiv'd into his Breaſt the Arrows of the Almighty, that drank vp his Blood and Spi- 
rits, though in himſelf he was perfzly Holy. Surely he has born our griefs, and tar- 
ried our ſorrows : he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſcd for our iniquities; the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, ani with his ſtripes we are healed, We read that 
Nathan was ſent from God to David, when inſenſible of his Guilt of Murder and Adul. 
tery, to awaken him to review his Sin : he for that end us'd a very moving Parable, of 
a Rich Man that had many Flocks; yet to entertain a Stranger, robb'd a Poor Man of 
his only Lamb, and dreſft it for him. This David fo reſented, that he threatned the ſe- 
vereit Revenge for ſuch an unrighteous and unmerciful Action, And when Nathar 
turned the point of the Parable againſt his Breaſt, charging him, Thou art the man, in 
what Apgonies and Confuſion was he ſurpriz'd, as his mournful Complaiac declares. 
When we read in the Narrative of our Saviour's Sufferiags, of the Treachery of Judas, 
the Malice of the Pricſts, the Fury of the People, the Cowardiſe of Pate, and the Cru- 
elty of the Soldiers, how apt are we to conceive Indignatidn againſt his Murderers ? 
Bur when Conſcience, like the true Prophet, ſhall with a piercing Reproach charge us 
that our Sins Condemn'd and Crucified him, how will this open the Springs of Godly 
Sorrow, and looking on him whom we have pierced, cauſe us to Mourn, as thoſe that mourn 
for a firſt born? How will the Contemplation of him in his Sufferings, excite Indigna- 
tion with Zeal and Revenge againſt our ſelves, for our chuſing and committing thoſe 
Sins that were the meritorious Cauſe of his Sufferings ? Since he bore our Sins, *tis juſt 
we ſhould ſympathize in his Sorrows. How inſtructive and exemplary was inſeafible 
Nature, as if capable of Knowledge and Aﬀection in the time of his Sufferings ? Ir was 
diſorder*d in the Heavens, and ſympathiz'd ia the Elements. The Sun was obſcur'd 
againſt all poſſibility of Nature ; for the Moon was oppolice, and in the Full, and in the 
twinkling of an Eye paſt half the Circle of the Heavens ; and being empty of Light to- 
wards the Earth, by its interpoſition, hid the body of the Sun behind ir, The Air was 
as dark at mid-day, as at mid-night. The Earth trembled ; the Rocks rent. Have the 
Rocks ſofter Bowels than obdurate Sinners? *Tis a greater prodigy, that thoſe whoſe 
Sins made his Death neceſſary, are unaffeQed with ir, than that Nature ſeemed to have 
changed its Principles and Properties to lignifie its reſentmeat of it. God's Anger darkens 
the Sun, and ſhakes the Earth 3 and ſhall ſinful Men be unrelenting ? | 

If by Faith and Conſideration we tranſport our felves ro Mount Calvary, and with the 
Bleſſed Virgin, ſtand at the foot of the Croſs when our Saviour was dying, we ſhall fcel 
the working of her AﬀeCtions, when « Sword pierc'd through. her Soul. Now in the $Sa- 
crament there. is a repreſentation of Chriſt Crucified before our Eyes, which is the moſt 
powerful Motive of Godly Sorrow, and'the inſeparable conſequent of it, the deftruftive 
hatred of Sin; and of holy Reſolutions, that as he died for Sin, we will dye to it. 


2. Faith, that is the Root from whence other Graces ſpring and flouriſh, is iacreas'd 
and confirm'd by the uſe of this Ordinance. As by the looking on the myſterious Brazen 
Serpent, there was an Antidote conveyed to heal the 1/raelites ſtung by the Fiery Serpents ; 
ſo by the looking on Jeſus in his Sufferings, our wounded Spirits are healed. The dig- 
nity of his Perſon, the depth of his Sufferings, and his voluntary yielding of- himſelf to 
them, are the ſupports of Faith. 'The Sin-Offerings under the Law were entirely con- 
ſumed in their Conſecration to Divine Juſtice, and no part was reſerved to be eaten by 
the Offerers : To fignifie their ImperteAion and Inefficacy to reconcile God to Sinners, 
and to pactfie their accuſing Conſciences. - The Beaſts by ſubſtitution ſuffer'd Death for 
thoſe who off=:*d them, but could not purchaſe Life for them. Our Saviour is as truly 
given to us to communicate Life, as he was given for us in his Death. Whea he of- 
fer'd himſelf the moſt folema Sacrifice on the Croſs, he was not conſum'd : His Body 
and Blood are the Feaſt of Love upon his Sacrifice, the cleareſt aſſuring fign of God's 
being reconcil'd to us.. The Blood of. the Lamb, the true Wine, has rejoicd the Heart. of 
God and Man. Our High Prieſt contiaually preſents his Father, in the Celeſtial SanQtu- 
ary, his bloody Sacrifice, of which there 1s a Commemoration oa the Holy Table. If God 
remember our Sins, we remember his anointed Prieſt to expiate them. If che timerous_ 
Conſcience be in anxiety for the number and heinouſneſs of Sins, and the number of Sin- 
ners who mult periſh for ever without this Miracle of Mercy, as if one Sacrifice were not 
ſufficient to aboliſh their Guilt ; let it be conſiJer'd that his Death is of infinite value; and 
what 1s infinite cannot be divided ; he was intirely offer'd for every penitent unfeigned 

| ; Believer. 
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Believer. The weakeſt has as full an Intereſt and Benefit in it, as if it had been offer'd 
ſolely for him, and may apply and appropriate it to himſelf with as true ſolid Comfort, 
25 if he had been preſent at our Saviour's Crucifixion, and heard him ſpeaking the words 
of Life, I give my ſelf for thee. His Blood cleanſes from all Sin, and is 4 propitiation for 
the Sins of the World. [Theſe are no fitions of Fancy, bur the real Operations of the 


, Holy Spirit, who brings to our remembrance the Death of Chriſt in that lively Sacra- 


mental Repreſentation, and ſeals the pardoning Mercy of God to our Souls, and con- 
veys all the precious Fruits of it to us. A lively Faith on our ſuffering .Saviour, makes 
him ours by an intimate and inſeparable union and fruition. We dwell in him, and he 
in us, How many drooping Souls have been raiſed, how many wounded Spirits have 
been heated, how many cloudy Souls have been inlightned in that Ordinance f Here the 
comforting Spirit breathes , our Saviour ſhews his reviving Countenance, God ſpeaks 
Peace to his People. A Believer taſtes the hidden Manna, and the Love of Chriſt, :has 
is ſweeter than Wine, The bruiſed Reed becomes a ſtrong Pillar in the Temple of God, 
the ſmoaking Flax is cheriſh'd into a purer and more pleaſant Light, than ſprings from 


the Sun in its brightneſs. 


3. Love to Chriſt 1s incereas'd by partaking of this Ordinance, wherein his bloody 
Death is repreſented. Greater Love could not be expreſs'd than in his dying for us, 
and leſſer Love could not have ſaved us from periſhing for ever. He dyed not only to 
ſatisfie his Father's Juſtice, but his own Love to us. *Tis ſaid by the Prophet, He (bal 
ſee of the travel of his Soul, and be ſatisfied : The travel of his Soul implies his AﬀeQion 
and Aiflition, the ſtrength of his Love, and his immenſe Sorrows. Now nothing 
is more repugnant to the Principle ſo deeply engraven in Human Nature, than not to 
return Love for Love. Our Saviour, by the deareſt titles, deſerves our Love ; not onl 
for his high PerfeQtons, but his deep Sufferings. He was without Form and Comelinefs 
in the Eyes of the Carnal World, when disfigured by his Sufferings. But can he be leſs lovely 
in his Sufferings; wherein he declar'd his deareſt Love? Aſtoniſhing Love appeared in his 
dying Countenance, flam'd in his quenched Eyes, flowed from his pierced Side. To 
a ſpiritual Eye, he is as amiable with his Crown of Thorns, as with his Crown of © 
Glory. 
| On Love to Chriſt, like Fire out of its ſphere, muſt be preſerved by renewing its 
Fewel, or it will decline. Now there 1s nothing more proper to feed it than Chriſt's 
Love to us, and in this Ordinance the ſacred Firc is maintained : The Eye affets the 
Heart. The mournings, the longings and delights of Love are moſt ſerifilap: in ſpiritual 
Communion with our Saviour at this Feaſt. the inflamed Spouſe, in a Rapture of Ad- 


. Miration and Complacency, breaks forth, I am my belowed's, and he is mine. St. Paul, 


who was rapp'd up to the third Heavens, and heard unſp:akable things, declares Chriſt 
crucified to be the moſt excellent Obje&t of his Knowledge, his moſt precious Treaſure, 
and deareſt Joy. | fo 
Tis true, the carnal receiver of the Elements is a ſtranger to this Love and Joy, that 
is only felt by Faith and Experience, There are many Chriſtians in title, that never 
felt any vital emanations from Chriſt in this Ordinance. The moſt content themſelves 
with Sacramental Communion without Spiricual, and feel no correſpondent Aﬀe&ions 
to his extream Sufferings for us. Bur if there be a ſpark of Life in the Soul, if all be 
not cold and dead within, the remembrance of Chriſt's bleeding and dying Love will 
inexpreflibly endear him to us. 
Now our SanCtification was a principal end of his Death. The Apoſtle declares, that 
Chriſt loved his Church, and gave himſelf for it , that he might ſanttifie and cleanſe it by 
the waſhing of the water, and by the word : That he might preſent to himſelf a glorious Church, 
not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing ; but that it ſhould be holy and without blemiſþ. 
Can we allow any Sin in our Hearts and Lives, and defeat the deſign of his Love, and 
diſparage the vertue of his Sufferings ? Can we endure any Sia to reign in us, that was 
the cauſe of his Death, fo fuil of Igaominy and Torment ? He has declared how preci- 
ous our Sanctification is in his eſteem; 'tis one of the richeſt Veins in the whole Mine 
of Grace, and can we light it? Can we imagine that his Death obtain'd for us an im- 
pure Indulgence for our Luſts, when the end of it was our avſolute Purity ? Can we 
content our ſelves with low degrees of Holineſs, when he paid fo dear a Price for our 
Pertetion? The comfortable aſſurance that he was crucified for us, ariſes from our being 
cracified with him, to all the V avities of the world, lndeec, the external receiving this Or- 
dinance, 15 not beneficial to an Unbeliever, no more than that the ſetting a Feaſt betore 
a dead Body, that is uncapable of feeding and nouriſhment ; Men mult beiieve before 
they can receive ſpiritual nouriſhmeat by it ; and have the Life of Grace, before they 
can 
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can feed oa the Bread of Life : But the unfeigned Believer finds his inward Man renewed 
by it. El 

| i will add to what has been ſaid, That ia this Ordinance the Covenant of the Goſpel 
is ſealed by the contraCting Parties 3 God ratifies his Promiſe of Grace, and we ſeal our 
Duty. of Obedience. 'Tis true, we are bound by an antecedent right, and higher ob- 
ligation than our own conſent ; the Command of God binds us to take this Covenant, 
and to keep it : We are bought with a price, and are not our own. Now if the Blood of 
the Son of God be our Ranſom trom the bondage of Sin and Dzath, and we in the 
Sacrament partake of his Blood, and by that ſfolema Right dedicate our ſelves to him, 
That whether we live, we live to the Lord; or whether we dyz, we dye to him, haw con- 
{training is this to make us diligent 1a accompliſhing the ſacred ends of Chriſt's Infſti- 
tution? How jult is it that ſince he dyed for our Salvation, we ſhould live to his 
Glory ; and when we renew our Right in the Bleſſings of the Covenant, we ſhould 
ſincerely renew our Obligations to the Duties of ic ? It after our holy Engagement, we 
renounce our Allegiance to our Prince and Saviour, by entertaining his Enemies, the Luſts * 
of the Fleſh, we incur a double Guilt, not only by tranſgrefſing the Law of God, but 
by violating our Oath of Fidelity ; and double Guilt will bring double Damnation. > 

That the renewing our Covenant at the Lord's Supper may be more etfcQual, let 
us conlider, | 

(1t.) That holy Reſolutions and Engagements are the immcdiate Principle of Obe- 
dience. Till the Convictions of our Duty are wrought into Reſolutions, chey are of 
no efficacy. _ 

(2.) They muſt proceed from the deliberate Judgment, and determin'd Will. The 
Apoltle declares, The love of Chriſt conſtrains us, we thus judge, if one dyed for all, then 
were all dead ; and the conſequence is (trong, that we ſhould live to him, who dyed for 
#5. Empty valleities are no volitions ; faint and wavering Purpoſes have no force, 
Believers are exhorted, with full purpoſe of Heart to cleave to the Lord. As tt, 

| (4.) The renewing our holy Engagements are very neceſſary for perſeverance in 
our Duty. Our Hearts are falſe and fooliſh, and apt to fly from God ; they are as 
changeable as the Weather, and as Temptations are preſented, apt to be fir'd with ; 
Carnal Deſires, or frozen with Carnal Fears, and to deſert our Duty : Therefore 'tis 
neceſſary to fix them by repeated Vows of Obedience. We are direQted to-arm our 
ſelves with the ſame Minds; that is, with firm Reſolutions to ceaſe from Sin. The 
girdle of Truth, is a-principal part of our ſpiritual Armour, that faſtens it upon vs. 
Stedfaſt Engagements to obey God, are powerful to excite every Grace in its ſeaſon, 
to riſe up in dehance againſt our ſpiritual Enemies. David ſays, I have ſworn, and 
will perform it, that 1 will keep thy Precepts. By the ſolemn and frequent renewing 
our Vows of Obedience, the Tempter is diſcourag'd, and flyes from us. Let us every 
Morning next our Hzarts, reſolve to walk with God all the day. 
| (4) God is well pleaſed with our {iacere Reſolutions ro keep cloſe to him. Who #s 
this that engages his Heart to cloſe with Men?! He is the Inſpettor and Judge of our 
Hearts, and notwithſtanding our Infirmities, accepts our lincerity. 

(5.) There are peculiar Circum'tances that enforce the 1aviolablz obſervation of our 
Sacrameatal Vows. Our original and permanecat O-ligation that we coatracted in our 
Baptiſm, in the preſence of the Church, when we were liſted under our Redeemer's 
Colours to oppoſe his Enemies and ours, Satan in combination with the Fleſh and the 
World, ſhould have a ſtrong and conſtant influence into our Lives. Our underſtand- 
ing and voluntary renewings of this at the Lord's Supper, makes it more binding. 

'Tis mentioned before, that God is pleaſed, by an admirable Condeſcention, to be a 

party in the Covenant, and binds himſelf ro beſtow his moſt free Favours, and takes 

pleaſure in performing what is promiſed. *Tis becoming his Wiſdom to glorife his 

Moral PerfeCtions in his Tranſactions with Man ; not only his Mercy, but his Truth, in 

laving us. The Lord thy God he is God, the faithful God which keepeth Covenant and ,, | 
Mercy with them that love him, and keep his Commandments. The Attribute of Faithfulnefs © 77 
is ſet next the Deity, as very dear and pleaſing to him, He engages himſelf parcly for 
our Comfort, to diſpel the Clouds of Fear, that are apt to riſe in our Boſoms trom the 
ſenſe of our many and mighty Sins ; therefore his Mercy is ſecur'd to us by a Covenaaor, 
and that Covenant eſtabliſh'd by an Oath, the ſure evidence 'tis irrevocable, and ſeal'd 
by the Blood of the Mediator ; and partly, to inſtruct us by his Example, to maintain 
our Integrity, ,which we engage in ſcaling our part of the Covenaar. 

'Tis ſaid of God, that he cannor Lye, from the Veracity of his Nature, and the un- 
changeableneſs of his Will; and he reckons of his People they will not Lye, from that 
Divine Diſpoſition that is proper to them. Now that God is pl:aſed in that Ordinance 
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Believer. The weakeſt has as full an Intereſt and Benefit 1n it, as if 1t had been offer'd 
ſolely for him, and may apply and appropriate it to himſelf with as true ſolid Comforr, 
35 if he had been preſent at our Saviour's Crucifixion, and heard him ſpeaking the words | 
of Life, 7 give my ſelf for thee. His Blood cleanſes from all Sin, and « 4 propitiation for 
the Sins of the World. /1 heſe are no fitions of Fancy, bur the real Operations of the 
Holy Spirit, who brings to our remembrance the Death of Chriſt in that lively Sacra- 
mental Repreſentation', and ſeals the pardoning Mercy of God to our Souls, and con- 
veys all the precious Fruits of it to us. A lively Faith on our ſuffering Saviour, makes 
him ours by an intimate and inſeparable union and fruition. We dwed in him, and he 
in w., How many drooping Souls bave been raiſed, how many wounded Spirits have 
been heated, how many cloudy,Souls have been inlightned in that Ordinance? Here the 
comforting Spirit breathes, our Saviour ſhews his reviving Countenance, God ſpeaks 
Peace to his People. A Believer taſtes the hidden Manoa, and the Love of Chriſt, has 
is ſweeter than Wine, The bruiſed Reed becomes a firong Pillar in the Temple of God, 
the ſmoaking Flax is cheriſh'd into a purer and more pleaſant Light, than ſprings from 
the Sun in its brightneſs. 


3- Love to Chriſt is incereas'd by partaking of this Ordinance, wherein his bloody 
Death is repreſented. Greater Love.could not be expreſs'd than in his dying for us, 
and leſſer Love could -not have ſaved us from periſhing for ever. He dyed not only to 
ſatisfie his Father's Juſtice, but his own Love to us. *Tis ſaid by the Prophet, He (ball 
ſee of the travel of his Soul, and be ſatisfied : The travel of his Soul implies his AﬀeRion 
and Affliction, the ſtrength of his Love, and his immenſe Sorrows. Now nothing 
is more repugnant to the Principle ſo deeply engraven in Human Nature, than not to 
return Love for Love. Our Saviour, by the deareſt titles, deſerves our Love ; not only 
for his high Perfe&ions, but his deep Sufferings. He was without Form and Comelineſs 
in the Eyes of the Carnal World, when disfigured by his Sufferings. But can he be leſs lovely 
in his Sufferings, wherein he declar'd his deareft Love? Aſtoniſhing Love appeared in his 
dying Countenance, flam'd in his quenched Eyes, flowed from his pierced Side. To 
a ſpiritual Eye, he is as amiable with his Crown of Thorns, as with his Crown of 
Glory. Pg 
Our Love to Chriſt, like Fire out of its ſphere, muſt be preſerved by renewing its 
Fewel, or it will decline. Now there is nothing more proper to feed it than Chriſt's 
Love to us, and in this Ordinance the ſacred Fire is maintained : The Eye affeRs the 
Heart. The mourniogs, the longings arid delights of Love are moſt ſerdfhip.in fpiritual 
Communion with our Saviour at this Feaſt. The inflamed Spouſe, in a Rapture of Ad- 


. Miration and Complacency, breaks forth, 1 «1m my belrwed's, end he is mine. St. Paul, 


who was rapp'd up to the third Heavens, and heard unſp:akable things, declares Chriſt 


crucified to be the moſt excellent ObjeQt of his Knowledge, his moſt precious Treaſure, 


and deareſt Joy. | 1 Fo | 
*Tis true, the carnal receiver of the Elements is a ſtranger to this Love and Joy, that 
1s only felt by Faith and Experience, There are many Chriſtians in title, that never 


felt any vital emanations from Chriſt in this Ordinance. The moſt content themſelves 


with Sacramental Communion without Spiricual, and feel no correſpondent AﬀeQions 
to his extream Sufferings for us. Bur if there be a ſpark of Life in the Soul, if all be 
not cold and dead within, the remembrance of Chriſt's bleeding and dying Love will 
inexpreſſibly endear him to us. 

Now our SanCtification was a principal end of his Death. The Apoſtle declares, that 
Chriſt loved his Church, and gave himſelf for it , that he might ſanitifie and cleanſe it by 
the waſhing of the water, and by the word : That he might preſent to himſelf a glorious Church, 
not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing ; but that it ſhould be boly and without blemiſþ. 
Can we allow any Sin in our Hearts and Lives, and defeat the deſign of his Love, and 
diſparage che vertue of his Sufferings ? Can we &ndure any Sin to reign in us, that was 
the cauſe of his Death, ſo fuil of Iggominy and Torment ? He has declared how preci- 
ous our Sanctification is in his eſteem; 'ris one of the richeſt Veins in the whole Mine 
of Grace, and can we flight it? Can we imagine that his Death obtain'd for us an im- 
pure Indulgence for our Luſts, whea the end of it was our abſolute Purity ? Can we 
content our ſelves with low. degrees of Holineſs, when he paid ſo dear a Price for our 
Perfection? The comfortable aſſurance that he was crucified for us, ariſes from our being 
cracified with him, to all the V anities of the world. Iadcec, the external receiving this Or- 
dinance, 15.not beneficial to an Unbeliever, no more than that the ſetting a Feaſt betore 
a dead Body, that is uncapable: of feeding and nouriſhment ; Men muſt believe before 
they can receive ſpiritual nouriſhment by it ; and have the Life of Grace, before they 
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can feed on the Bread of Life : But the unfeigned Believer finds his inward Man renewed 
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I will add to what has been ſaid, That ia this Ordinance the Covenant of the Goſpel 
is ſealed by the contratting Parties ; God ratifies his Promiſe of Grace, and we ſeal. our 
Duty of Obedience. 'Tis rrue, we are bound by an antecedent right, and higher ob- 
ligation than our own conſent ; the Command of God binds us co take this Covenant, 
and to keep it : We are bought with a price, and are not our own. Now if the Blood of 
the Son of God. be our Ranſom trom the bondage of Sin and Dzath, and we ia the 
Sacrament partake of his Blood, and by that folema Right dedicate our ſelves to him, 
1 hat whether we live, we live to the Lord; or whether we dye, we dye to him, haw' con- 
{training 1s this to make us diligent in accompliſhing the ſacred ends of Chriſt's Inſti- 
tution? How jult is it that ſince he dyed for our Salvation, we ſhould live to. his 
Glory ; and when we renew our Right in the Bleſſings of che Covenant,” we ſhould 
ſincerely renew our Obligations to the Duties of ic 2 If after our holy Engagement, we 


renounce our Allegiance to our Prince and Saviour, by entertaining his Enemies, the Luſts 


of the Fleſh, we incur a double Guilt, not only by tranſgrefſing the Law of God, but 
by violating our Oath of Fidelity ; and double Guilt will bring double Damnation. | 
That the renewing our Covenant at the Lord's Supper may be more etf<Qtual, let 
us conſider, | | | oe. 
(1.) That holy Reſolutions and Engagements are the immediate Principle of Obe- 
dience. Till the Convitions of our Duty are wrought. into Reſolutions, chey are of 
no efficacy. | oy 
(2.) They muſt proceed from the deliberate Judgment, and determin'd Will. The 

Apoſtle declares, The love of Chriſt conſtrains us, we thus judge, if one dyed for all, then 
were all dead ; and the conſequence is ſtrong, that we ſhould live to him, who dyzed for 
#s. Empty valleities are no volitions ; faint and wavering Purpoſes have no force, 
Believers are exhorted, with full purpoſe of Heart to cleave to the Lozd. - 

' (3.) The renewing our holy Engagements are very neceſſary for perſeverance in 
our Duty. Our Hearts are falſe and fooliſh, and apt to fly from God ; they are as 
changeable as the Weather, and as Temptations are preſented, apt to be: fir'd with 
Carnal Deſires, or frozen with Carnal Fears, and to deſert our Duty:: Therefore 'tis 
neceſſary to fix them by repeated Vows of Obedience. We are direQted to-arm our 
ſelves with the ſame Minas ; that is, with firm Reſolutions to ceaſe from Sin, The 
girdle of Truth, is a principal part of our ſpiritual Armour, that faſtens it upon us. 
Stedfaſt Engagements to obey God, are powerful to excite every Grace in its ſeaſon, 
to riſe up in defiance againſt our ſpiritual Enemies. David ſays, I have ſworn, and 
will perform it, that I will keep thy Precepts. By the ſolemn and frequent renewing 
our Vows of Obedience, the Tempter is diſcourag'd, and flyes from us. Let us every 


o 


| Morning next our Hearts, reſolve to walk with God all the day. 


(4.) God is well pleaſed with our {iacere Reſolutions to keep cloſe to him. Who zs 
this that engages his Heart to cloſe with Men? He is the InſpeQtor and Judge of our 
Hearts, and notwithſtanding our Infirmities, accepts our lincerity. 

(5.) There are peculiar Circumſtances rhat enforce the iaviolable obſervation of our 


Sacrameatal Vows. Our original and pzrmaneat O-ligation that we contrated in our 


Baptiſm, in the preſence of the Church, when we were liſted under our Redeemer's 
Colours to oppoſe his Enemies and ours, Satan in combination with the Fleſh and the 


World, ſhould have a ſtrong and conſtant influence into our Lives. Our underſtand- 


ing and voluntary renewings of this at the Lord's Supper, makes it more binding. 
'Tis mentioned before, that God is pleaſed, by an admirable Condeſcention, to be a 
party in the Covenant, and binds himlelf ro beftow his moſt free Favours, and takes 
pleaſure in performing what is promiſed. *Tis becoming his Wiſdom to gloriie his 
Moral Perfe&tions in his Tranſactions with Man-; not only his Mercy, but his Truth, in 
ſaving us. The Lord thy God he is God, the faithful God which keepeth Covenant and 
Mercy with them that love him, and keep his Commandments. The Attribute of Faithfulneſs 
is ſet next the Deity, as very dear and pleaſing to him, He engages himſelf parcly for 


. our Comfort, to diſpel the Clouds of Fear, that are apt to riſe in our Boſoms from the 
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ſenſe of our many and mighty Sins ; therefore his Mercy is ſecur'd to us by a Covenant, - 


and that Covenant eſtabliſh'd by an Oath, the ſure evidence '*tis irrevocable, and ſeal'd 
by the Blood of the Mediator ; and partly, to inſtruct us by his Example, to maintain 
our Integrity, ,which we engage in ſcaling our part of the Covenant. 
'Tis ſaid of God, that he cannot Lye, from the Veracity of his Nature, and the un- 
changeableneſs of his Will; and he reckons of his People they will not Lye, from that 
Divine Diſpoſition that is proper to them. Now that God is pleaſed in that Ordinance 
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r0 oive us the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Aſſurance of his Pardoning Mercy, ſhould make us 
very obſervant and exaCt in performing the Condition of it; What our Saviour faid ro 
the Man, heal'd Miraculouſly of his Lameneſs, is vertually ſignified in every Pardon we 


receive, Go away, ſin no more, leſt a worſe thing befal you. Sin 1s extreamly aggravated, 


when parfidioulneſs and Ingratitude are mixd with Difobedience. Our Reſolutions 
againſt Sin, are preventing-Phyſick ; but in breaking them, the Remedy increaſes the 
Diſeaſe, and accelerates Death, more painfully and ſuddenly. I will hear what God the 
Lord will ſpeak, he will ſpeak peace to hu people, but let them not return to. folly. To fia 
a9ainſt the Law is a high provocation ; but to (in againſt ſpecial Love, grieves tne Holy 
Spirit, and deeply wounds our ſpirits. | gs 

Now fince our hearts are deceitful above all things, and (ince our Reſolutions are fleet 
and fading, let us earneſtly pray for Divine Grace to Eitabltſh them, and entirely de- 


pend upon it. 'Tis more eaſie to raiſe a Fortification in time of Peace, than to defend 


it in time of War. In the abſence of a Temptation, we readily purpoſe to abſtain from 


Sin; but when they aſſault us, how often are we ſurpriz'd, and vanquiſh'd. David 


reſolves, I will k:ep thy Statutes; but to keep his Reſolution inviolate, he prays, O forfake 
me not utterly, He Promiſes, I will take h:ed to my ways, tha! I ſin not with my tongue. Twill 
keep my mouth as with a bridle : but he Addreſſes himſelf to God for atliffance, Ser a watch 
before my mouth, and keep the door of my lips. Our Reſolutions are Light and Feathery, 
ſoon ſcatter'd by a ſtorm of Fear ; 'tis as dangerous to truſt in a Heart of Fleſh, as in 
an Arm of Fleſh. Nothing is more unſtable than Water, but when pour'd into 


a ſtrong Ciſtern, *tis as ſure as that that contains it. 'Thus Divine Grace-preſerves our 


unſtable Heart from {lipping. | 

4. The Religious obſervation of the Lord's Day is an Excellent means for the increaſe 
of Holineſs. *'Tis worthy of our ſerious Obſerving, that the Fourth Commandmeat is 
enforced with a Note of Excitation, Remember thon keep holy the Sabbath- Day, to impreſs 
the ſence of our Duty upon Conſcience, and to confine our tranſgrefſing Nature, that is 


ſo apt to alienate that time that is Sacred to God, and the Intereit of our Souls, to Car- 
'nal and Profane Uſes. ?*Tis ſanQified and (et apart by the Lord of our Perſons and Time, 


for the celebrating the moſt Excellent Works of his Power and Goodneſs in* Creation 
and Redemption. He that gave us our Beings, and rais'd us from the Duſt, to an Ho- 
nour little lower than the Angels, thoſe Heavenly Spirits, and has ranſom'd us from 
our woful Bondage; he that dignified us with the Impreſſion of his own Image, 
and the Aſſumption of ours. The Morality of the Command is perpetual, that one 
day of ſeven be Conſecrated and Separated for Divine Worſhip: but the deſignation of 
the Day to the Jews, was in remembrance of their Deliverance from Egypt, and to Chri- 
ſtians, in remembrance of our. Deliverance from the Tyranny of the ſpiritual Pharaoh, 
Satan and his infernal Army, Benefits exceeding thoſe of Creation, and reſcuing from 


the Bondage of Egypt. Indeed every Day we ſhould Redeem Time from buſineſs and 
pleaſures for the immediate Service of God : but on the Lord's Day, we mult be entirely 


Converſant in Holy Daties, Publick and Private, and abſtain from Common Works un- 
leſs of Neceſlicy and Mercy. The Religious Reſt of the Fourth Commandment, is to 
be obſerved by Chriſtians fo far as tis requiſite for attendance on the Service of God. 
"Tis not only our Duty, but our heavenly Privilege, that being tir'd in the duſt and 
toil of. the World, we have a freedom, and are call'd to draw near to God, with the 
promiſe that he will draw near to us, that when we pay our Homage, we ſhall receive in- 
nite Bleſſings: 'for then in the Communion of Saints we preſent our requeſts with a 
filial freedom to God, and we receive his Precepts for the ordering our Lives to pleaſe 
him: and by a Temporal Holy Reſt, are prepar'd for an Eternal Glorious Reſt. 


The obſerving this Command enables us to do the reſt : for the Duties of it are Divine 
and Spiritual, and have a powerful influence in the Souls of Men: for the exerciſe of 
Grace, by a proper efficacy increaſes it, and in their ſanfifying that Day, God ſanQikies 
them, and liberally beſtows the Treaſures of Grace and Joy , the conſequent Bleſſing of 
the divine Inſtitution. | 

The Profaners of that Holy Time, do vertually renounce their Allegiance to the Crea- 
tor and Redeemer, they will nor attend upon his Oracles, but deſpiſe the Perſons and 


Office of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and their Contempt refles upon him. They make 


the Sabbath thetr delight, 1n another ſenſe than the Commandment intends, they make it a 
Play-day. Others who are call'd and counted Chriſtians, whoare good in every thing, but 
wherein they ſhould be belt ; they are Juſt and Merciful, Temperate and Chaſte, Atﬀable 


_ and Obliging to Men, bur wretchedly negle& the Dutics of Piety to God, and the fanRi- 


fy1ns 1's day. That precious and dear interval to a Saint, from the buſineſs of the 
World, 
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World, is2 galling reſtraint to Carnal Mn from t eirſecul\c Employments. Tis rue; 
they will go to the publick Worſhip either for Secular reſpe&s, Cuſtom, or the Coertiod 
of the Laws, or the impulſe of Conſcience, that wi!l not be quiet wichour. ſome Religi- 


on, but they are glad when 'cis done, and by vain diſcourſes daſh our of their minds 


the inſtruQtions of the Word: of God. They ſpend azgreat. part of the day as if it were 
uoſanQtified time, in curious dreſſing, in Luxurious Feaſting, in complemental Vifirs; 
 1n Idleneſs, and-ſometimes 11 Actions worſe than Idleneſs. The certain Cavſe of this 
Profaneneſs is, they are not partakers of the divine Nature, that inclines the Soul to 
God, and raiſes our eſteem of Communion with him as a Heaven upon Earth z and from 
hence it follows, that they come and go from the Publick Ordinances, neither. cleanſed 
from Sin, nor chang'd into the divine Image. But thoſe who conſcientiouſly. employ 
that day in Daties proper to it, in Prayer and Hearing, and Reading the Scriptures; 
and ſpiritual Books, in holy Conference, whereby Light and Heat 1s mutually Commu- 
nicated among the Saints, and in the Meditation of Eternal things, whereby Faith re- 
moves the Vail, and looks into the SanQtuary of Life and Glory ; as Moſes by Coaver- 
ſing with God in the Mount, came down with a ſhining Counteaance, ſo a divine 
Luſtre will appear in their Converſations in the following Week. je 52 20 

5. The frequent diſcuſſion of Conſcience, and review of cur Ways, is an effeftual 


Means of riſing to PerfeQtion in Holineſs. This Duty is difficule and diſtaſtful to Car- 


nal Perſons : for Senſe is prevalent, and faſtens their Thoughts upoa External ObjzQs, 
that they are unfit for refleQing upon themſelves, for che proper and moſt excellent 
operations of the Reaſonable Soul, whereia they ere rais'd to the Rank of Angelical Spi- 


rits, and to a reſemblance of the Deity, who Eternally Contemplates with Infinite De- | 


light, the PerfeQions of his Nature, and che Copy of them in his Works: They are 
inſeafible of the Nobility of their Nature, and cannot ſequeſter themſelves from Worldly 
things, and enter into the Retirements of their Souls. They are afraid and unwilling 
to look into their Hearts, left they ſhould be Convinc'd and over-argued by Conſcience 


of their woful Condition. Home is too hot for them. Their ſtudy 1; to Charm their 


_ Cares, and not to be diſturb'd in their Security. 


But the Duty is indiſpenſably requir'd of us. We-are commanded to fend in awe and pry , 
fin not, and commune with our own hearts: to ſearch and try our ways, and turn to the Lord : Lim. 4. 45. 
fo prove our own work, The benefit reſulting from it, is worth our Care, and ſhould Gil. 6. 4. 
make us'to digeſt all difficulties 1n the performance. David declares, 1 thonght on my Pal. 119. 


Pays, and turned my feet to thy teſtimonies. He firſt refleQed on his ways, and then 
m_ them. Conſcience muſt be awaken'd by Grace, or Judgmeat,. to Self-re- 
eQtion. | | 


The examen of Conſcience either regards our ſpiritual State, or our Adions in their 


Moral Qualities of Good and Evil. The firſt is of infinite moment, that we may un+ 
derſtand' whether we are in the ſtate of polluted Nature, or in a renewed ſtate; and 
conſequently,' whether-in the preſent Favour of God, or under his Diſpleaſure, and 
accordingly what we may expe@t inthe next World, a blefſed or miſerable Eter- 
nity. * 3 

Bat as was before obſerved, Men are very averſe from the ſevere tryal of their ſtate, 
ſor fear the iſſue will be perplexing ; the exaQ inquiry into their Lives, is like the Tor 
ment-on the Rack : Or if ſometimes they turo their thoughts inward to conſider -them- 
ſelves, they'do it ſlightly, not: with ſincere Judgment 3 and though their ſpiritual 


ſtate be uncertain, or apparently evil, yet they are reſolved not to doubt of ir. -This 


negleQ:is/fatal to many, who comfort themſelves with their Company \ becauſe the 
moſt are in nd better condition than they are. beer ; : 

This I ſhall: not 'infiſt on, but conſider' the ſurvey of Mens AQtions. Conſcience is 
the centre of the Soul, to which all Moral Good and Evil has a tendency; *tis an in- 
ternal ſuperviſor and guardian, which a Man always carries ia his Boſom, To perform 
its Office, it muſt, - ' | 

1, Beinlightned with the clear knowledge of the Divine Law in its Precepts ; for Duties 
unknown cannot be praQtiſed, and fins unknown and unconſider'd, cannot be loathed 
and forſaken. The Law like a clear and equal plaſs ( that refleAs the Beams according 
to their incidence) diſcovers the beauties and ſpots of the Soul. There are contain'd 
in it general Rules thatuceſpeQ all, and particular Preceprs that concern the ſeveral re- 
lations of Men. | ; ee 

2. The diſcuſſion of Conſcience that it may be effeQual, muſt in the mannef of jr, 
be regulated by the matter of the diſcuſſion, that is, good and evil Attions, which are 
of eternal Conſequence; and the end of it, the making us better. Accordingly it muſt 
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;. Diſtin& in comparing our Actions with the Rule, that we, may underſtand the de- 
fects of -our beſt Duties, and the aggravations of our Sins: the Law enjoins the Subſtance 
and Circumſtances of our Duties, and forbids all kinds and degrees of Sin. The more par- 
ticular the diſcuſſion is, the more perſeCt.. OR | 7 

(z.) It muſt be ſerious, and with ſincere Judgment , as previous to our Tryal at God's 
Tribunal. This Conſideration will excite the Conſcience, which is the diretive and ap- 
plicative Mind, to be vigilant and impartial in ſifting our ſelves, that no Sin of omiſſion 
or commiſſion may be paſt over; ſor what a high ſtrain of folly is 1t, to be ſubtle to con- 
ceal any fin from our ſelves, which are open to the all-ſeeing Eyes of God 2 Men are apt 
to be inſenſible of fins of omiſſion, but there is no mere fin of omiſſion; far it proceeds 
from a diſlike of the commanded Duty , which expoſes to Judgment. The more the 
Mind is mended and renewed, it diſcovers the Sins that were undiſcern'd, 

(3) There muſt be a fixed reſolution to reform our Lives , wherein we have been 
culpable. The Soul can never recover its lapſe from above, but by returning this 
ther ; that is, by a real performance of the Duties of the Law, that fully repreſent the 
Law-giver's Will and Soveraignty. Now the refleing upon our Hearts and Lives, to 
improve the good, and corre the evil in them, is very uſeful for that end. | 

( 4.) It mult be frequent, leſt we become ignorant and forgetful of our ſelves. Some 

Faciebst bie of the wiſer Heathens made a ſcrutiny of their Actions every day. Tis related of Sextus 
6-099 og a Philoſopher, that in the end of the day, he throughly examin'd the Actons of it, 
porno fe os What evil have I cur'd 2 What Vice have I reſiſted * In what am [ become better 2 Seneca 
nofurnem yui- rells us it was his daily practice, to give an account of his Actions before the Judicatory 
racine ” of Conſcience. The Author of the Golden * Verſes gives Counſel in order to proficiency in 
nimum ſuum, 


rneherwth "* what have I omitted 2 In doing this, we ſhall preſerve Conſcience more tender and ſenf- 


Cui vitio obſii- ble; for continuance 1n ſin hardens it. This will be a preventive Medicine; for if the 
"fi? 2us per- ſting of Remorſe follows our omſſions of good, and commiſſions of evil, ahd a divine Joy 
- wk ; is felt in remembrance of our Progreſs 1n Holineſs, this will be a conſtant motive to re- 
me cauſam ds ſtrain us from diſorderly Actions, and to form. us to PerfeAtion. Beſides, there is a great 
o. Sen. de Fs. Gifference between the habits of the Body, and of the Mind ; the firſt wear and decay 
4 Lok S by continual uſe, the habits of the Mind by frequent practice, whether Vicious or vertit- 
wi #6, 3s ©us, increaſe and are confirm'd. And fince tn the moſt excellent Saints there remains 
in w:»y, fins of unavoidable weakneſs, the renewing our Repentance-every day is neceſſary to ob- 
tain the pardon of qur Sins, which is promiſed to all that mourn and ſtrive againſt 
fin: We are commanded mot to let the Sun go down on our wrath, much leſs on 

God's. es 
In ſhort, Jet us every Morning conſider the Duty of the Day , which is a valuable 
part of 'ouy Lives, and the proper ſeaſons of doing it, and charge our fouls with a dili- 
_ gent regard to it. 'Tis prudent Advice how-to make flothful Servants induſtrious ; in 
os of _ the Morning to preſcribe their Work, in the Evening to require an account what is done, 
«#0: cafedis, Or left undone, and to commend or cenſure, to reward or puniſh, according to their dili- 
quem operiz ex gence or neglect. There are rarely found Servants of fo depraved a temper, ſo rebellious 
_ ro Authority and Reaſon, ſo untractable; but-they will mend by this managing. If this 
© Daty be conſtantly practiſed in a due manner, it will be of infinite profit to us. We read 
in the proceſs cf the Creation, that God revis'd the Worksof every day, and ſaw they were 
good, and inthe end, ſaw they were very good, and ordain'd a Sabbath, a ſign of his compla- 
cence in his Works. Thus if in the review of our Actions we find our Converſation has 
been in godly ſincerity, that we have been faithful ro God and our fouls in ſtriving after 
Perfection, this refletion will produce Reſt and Foy unſpeakable ; Joy that centres in the 
Heart, and is united tothe ſubſtance of the foul; Joy that will flouriſh in Adverſity, when 
Carnal Joy withers ; a Joy that will not leave us at deach, but paſs with us into the eter- 
nal World. This 0y/ of gladneſs will make us more ative and chearful in our univerſal 
Daty : But it we have been ſlack and careleſs in Religion ; if fins have been eaſily enter- 


tain'd, and eaſily excus'd, the remembrance will imbitter fin, and make us more vigilant 
dor the future. | 


To make this Duty more profitable, we ſhould compare our ſelves with our ſelves, and 
With others. 

i. With our ſclves, that we may underſtand whether we are advancing towards Perfecti- 
on. Sometimes there 1s a gradual declenſion in the Saints themſelves, not obſerved. 
When Sampſon had loſt his myſterious Hair, upon the preſerving of which his ſtrength de- 
pended, and the Philiſtines had ſeized him, he awoke out of hu ſleep, and ſaid, I will g0 Out as 


at 


Vertue, to reviſe in our thoughts at Night, Wherein have I tranſgreſs d, what have I done, 
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at other times before, and ſhake my ſelf ; and*he wiſt. not that the Lord was depirttd; rom binks 
Thus many decline in their valuations and affeQions to things ſpiritual, 'ahd are leſs circum. 
ſpect in their Converſations, leſs fervent in their defires of grace, and faithful in the im» 
provement of it than formerly ; and this deſerves heart-breaking ſorrow. '* 

2. Beſides, the comparing our ſelves with others who have excel['d us in holineſs, #Hd' 
have been more watchſul to abſtain from fin, and more zealous in doing good, is very uſes 
ful. This will waſh off the colour of the common Excuſe, That without the bolin?ſs " P 
Angel, *tis impoſſible to be preſerved undefiled in the midſt of ſenſual Temptations + Bur as the 
Philoſopher demonſtrated the poſſibility of Motion, by walking before a captious Caviller 
that Jenied it; ſo when many Saints that have the ſame frail Natures, and are ſurrounded 
with the ſame Temptations, keep themſelves pure in their Diſpoſitions and Adonis, whetr 
they are regular in Duties of civil Converſation with Men, and in holy Communion with. 
God, and we that have the ſame ſpirit of grace, and word of grace, to inſtru@ and aſſiſt 
us, fall ſo ſhort of their attainments, how will the compariſon upbraid vs, and cover us 
with confuſion ? | TA | We, 

I ſhall add, That the deceitfulneſs of the Heart is diſcovered in this, Men are very apt 
to pleaſe themſelves in the compariſon with thoſe who are notoriouſly worſe, but averſe 
from conſidering thoſe whoare eminently better. But this will be of no avail in the day of 
Judgment ; for the Law of God is the Rule to which we muſt conform; not the Examples 
of others. Beſides, how can any expe, that the wickedneſs of others ſhould excuſe ther 
in Judgment, and not fear that the holineſs.of others ſhall accuſe and condemn them ? 


, 
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Cont inual watchfulneſs requifite ſor our advancing to Perſeflion. Thu reſpefls the preventie 

Evil, and doing good. The Malice, the Craft, the Diligence and Numbers of our Spiritual 

Enemies. We are very receptive of Temptations. Watchfulneſs reſpeAs our doing good in its. 
| ſeaſon, and with its proper Circumſtances. A due regard to the Duties of our Several Relati- * 
ons, 1s neceſſary in order to the perfelling of Holineſs. Domeſtick, Sacred, and Civil Relations | 
conſidered. The laſt Counſel, Let oar progreſs towards Heaven be with the ſame Zeal as at 
our firſt entrance intoit, and the ſame Sericuſneſs, as when we come to the end of it. by 


7.4 NOntinual Watchfolneſs is requiſite, that we may be riſing towards PerfeQion in Holi- 
neſs. The ſtate of Sin in Scripture is repreſented by a deep ſleep,that is the true Image 

of Death 3 Awake thou that ſleepeſt,and ariſe from the dead,and Chriſt ſhall give thee Mehr. "The Foh. 5. i 

ſpiritual ſleep is underſtood by compariſon with the natural, in the natural the Inſtruments 

of ſenſe and motion are bound up; the apprebenſive Faculties that diſcover dangers, and' 

the ative Powers that refiſt or avoid them, are ſuſpended from their exerciſe. Now ſpiritu- 


Watchfulneſs may be conſider either with reſpe&t to the preventing evil, or the doin 
good, With reſpect to the preventing Evil, there are ſuch Motives as ſhould make us very 
circumſpett, leſt we be overtaken and overcome by Temptations. | 

x. 11 we confider the Subtilty and Strength, the Malice and Diligence, with the mighty 


numbers of our ſpiritual Enemies, there is great reaſon we ſhould not only be awake, bur . 
watchful to oppoſe them» | | 


Qqqqz 1. The 


Spiritual Perfeion, 
| (1.) The Tempter is ſurptizingly ſubtle, and underſtands all the arts of circumvent- 
ing and corrupting us. He knows the ſeveral CharaQters of Mens Diſpoſitions , the 
commixture of their Humours, all the radical Cauſes of their different Inclinatious, and 
of thoſe luſts that have dominion in them. He knows the various impreſſions of Nature, 
from the Sex, the Age, the Country ; from inherent or external Cauſes, from Health 
or Sicknefs,. Nobility, Obſcurity, Riches, Poverty, Proſperity, Adverſity: He temprs 
to, Senſuality in Youth, and Covetouſneſs in Old Age ; like the poſſeſs'd perſon 1n the 
Goſpel, . that was ſometimes caſt into the Fire, and ſometimes 1nto the Water. Men 
often exchange their Luſts, and deceive themſelves; as if a dead Palſie were the Cure 
of. a, burning Fever. Sometimes he will try ro cool the Zeal of the Saints, wno are 
ſerious in working. out their Salvation, by ſuggeſting that their diligence is not necel- 
ſary :. But if he cannot recall them to their former ſecurity, by the allurements of Senſe, 
| he will diſcourage their Hopes, and repreſent God as irreconcileable, and damp their 

Reſolutions in ſeeking his Favour, and doing their Duty. Thus by firategam and am- 
- buſh, or by open aſſault, he attempts to ruine their Souls. 

. (2). His firength is ſuperior to ours. Evil Spirits are ſtil'd, Principalities and Powers, 

and. ſpiritual Wickedneſſes. We are frail Fleſh and Blood: But we are encouraged, that 


660. 


John 1.4 his urmoſt Power and Cruelty : For greater s be that is in the Saints, than he that i in 
the World. © 


under his Judgment and Miſery. 
(4.) His AQivity and Diligence is equal to his Malice. . The Spirits of Darkneſs 
- never ſlumber or ſleep: They are not capable of weakneſs or wearineſs, as our faint 
Fleſh is. He is reſtleſs in following his pernicious deſigns. Whar is recorded of ar- 
Me ny cellus, the Roman General, is applicable to Satan, If he obtains a Vittory, he fiercely inſults 
ferrunam poteſt; and purſues it ; if -he be repuls'd, he returns afreſp. His Spight is never ſpent : He tempted 
Jes _— our Saviour with diſtruſt of God's Providence, with Preſumprion and Vain-glory ; and 
ſes vides, in- being. foil'd in all, attempts, 'tis ſaid, he departed for 4 ſeaſon, and afterwards made uſe 
 Preerat withe- of Peter as his Inſtrument, to. make him decline his Sufferings for the Salvation of 
ribus cert amen, Men. - 1 | | 
 (5-). He has a mighty number of Prixcipalitics and Powers, and ſpiritual Wickedneſſes, 
under his-Commands: There was a legion in one Man. St. Peter earneſtly excites us 
to watchfulneſs ; for qur adverſary the. Devil, with innumerable infernal Spirits, goes 
about ſeeking whom he may devour. He is the moſt formidable and leaſt fear'd Enemy 
in the World: we are ſurrounded with inviſcible Enemies, ſooner felt than ſeen, and 


upguarded, and all the Gates are open, to give them an ealie entrance into their Souls. 
And tho" their operations ia deſtroying Souls are ſecret, yet the deadly effeQs of their 
Hatred are viſible ; for, how few are there in whom the ſigns of the Spiritual Life 
appear? : 

2+.” The World is the ftore-houſe of his Temptations; the Men of the World to al- 
lure, us. to- Sin, Of terrifie us from our Duty. The things of the World are ſuitable to 


and feeds the Diſeaſe. He puts a gloſs and flatterin 
give them a luſtre in our Imaginations. - 


3, In our depraved ſtate, we are very receptive of his Temptations. The Innocence 
of the firſt Adam did not ſecure him from ſeduQion. The Carnal AﬀeRions are like 
Gunpowder, a ſpark {ets all a-fire; and we cannot eaſily quench the unruly Flame 
when 'tis- in{pir'd by the Tempter, *Tis true, he cannot immediately act upon the 
Soul; But as in Paradiſe, he made uſe of the Serpent to deceive the Woman, and of 
the Woman, by her blandiſhments, to allure Adam ; {0 he makes uſe of the carnal part 
in every one, which proves as fatal as the - Serpent, and the Woman were. All the 
corrupt Appetites, and diforder'd AﬀeQions, are manag'd by him, and draw men with 
unforc'd. conſent to yield to him, He knows the inviduous party within us that will 
admit his Temptations. When the Heart is dejeted and ſorrowful, he ſends in Ter- 
rors and Griets, knowing that his FaQticn within are ready to receive them. When 
tis cheerful and lively , he ſends in vain Thoughts, excites the Carnal AﬀeRtions, 
which are ready to comply with his deſign, and betray the Soul to Folly and Secu- 
rity. Now conlidering our Enemies without, and the deceittul Heart as the traytor 
within, that keeps correſpondence with the Tempter, our danger is infinite. We are 
not by privilege exempted from Temprations, nor invulecrable in our encounters 
with the Powers of Darkacſs ; but by vigilacce, and managing the Armour of God, 


we 


g colours upon earthly things, to 


by. ur. vigilancy, -and the aſſiſtance of the Holy ſpirit, we ſhall be preſerved againſt _ 


( 3. ) His Malice is deadly : Nothing can allay his Torment, but the involving Men 


uſually not diſcerned but by the Wounds they give us; and yet the Senſes of Men are _ 


our vicious Appetites, and foment them ; like Food that is pleaſant, but unwholeſome, 
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we are victorious. There is no Saint on Earth but may..fall as foully as David did, 
without a conſtant jealouſie over, his Heart and Ways. ?*TFis ſaid, While the Hushand- 
man ſlept, the envious Man ſowed Tares. He did not by Force enter into the Field. 
'Tis not ſo much from Impotence, as Careleſneſs,, that Temptations are let into the 


Heart, and Corruptions break out. *Tis not ſo much the ſtock of Habtiual Grace that 


ſecures us, but Grace in its vigorous Exerciſe. Surely David in his Youth had ſeen 


as exquiſite Beauties as Bathſbeba, and was preſerved by Watchfulneſs : But the negle& 
of his Duty was fatal to his Purity and Peace. Therefore the Duty is ſo often incul- 
cated upon us, r | | ; 

We muſt be watchful to fly from Temptations: He that prays, Lead me not into 
Temptation, and leads himſelf into it, mocks God, deſpiſes rhe danger, plays upon the 
hole of the Aſp, and walks upon the brink of a Precipice. He provokes God jultly 
to deſert him. If a General commands a Soldier to tight a ſingle Combat with an 
Enemy, he will furniſh him with Armour of proof, and ſecure him from Treachery : 
but if one be Fool-hardy , and engages. himſelf, he may dearly pay for his raſhneſs. 


If by the order of Providence, one be brought into. tempting Circumſtances, he may 


Pray in Faith for Divine Aſſiſtance, that zhe Lord will be at his right hand, and he ſhall not 
be moved : but if one ventures into Temptation, he will hardly eſcape. = 
We are dire&ed to be /ober and wigilant againſt our ſpiritual Enemies. Vigutance 
diſcovers the Temptations, and Temperance ſubſtrats the Materials of them. Adam 
by Intemperance ftain'd his Innocence, and forfeited his Felicity. £0 
We muſt be clad with the armour of Light, to oppoſe the powers of Darkneſs. ' Strange 
Armour that is tranſparent and may be ſeen through. The Graces of the Spirit are 


Armour and Ornameat, the Strength and Beauty of the Soul. They are call'd, The 


Armour of God, for he furniſhes us with them, and teaches us to ule them, and makes 


us. Viftorious, We muſt not only Watch but Pray againſt Temptations. We are pre- 


ſerved by the Intercefſion of Chriſt in Heaven, and the Spirit's Illumination and Pro- 
tetion in our Spiritual Warfare. There are ſome things that direQly ſtrengthen our 
Enemies, all tempting ObjeQts that excite and influence Fleſhly Luſts, that wer againſt the 
Soul. Some things indirectly ſtrengthen them ; whatever diverts us from Prayer, and 


' other Holy Ordinances, diſarms us ; whatever diſtrats the Mind, and diſſolves the 


firmneſs of the Will, expoſes-us more eaſily to be overcome. To be careleſs and ſecure 
asif we were in a ſafe Sea, when there are ſo many viſible Shipwrecks, 3s unaccountable 
Folly. es = ak ens 

'Tis our Duty. and Wiſdom to keep a Jealous Watch over our Hearts, to ſuppreſs 


the fixd Inclinatioas to Sin.; Thoughts and Deſires are the Seeds of AQtion: and'to 


guard our Senſes, that we may not be ſuddenly corrupted. Lot's Wile by a lingering 
Look after Sodom, was turn'd into a Pillar of Salt, to make us fearful, by her Exam- 
ple, of the occaſions of Sin. Eſpecially we muſt dire& our Care to prevent our being 
ſurpriz'd, againſt the Sins that ſo eaſily encompaſs us, and whereby we have beea 
often foil'd. If a beſieged City has one part of the Walls weaker, and more liable to 
be taken, Care will be taken to ſtrengthen it, and to double the Guards there, _.. , - 
| Let us be watchful againſt ſmall Sins, if we deſire to be preferv'd from greater :. for 
we are train'd on by ſins of weaker evidence, to (ins of greater, Guilt. Some are ſo 
Confirm'd in Holineſs, that the Devil does not tempt them to: tranſgreſs the: Law in a 
notorious manner, but lays Snares for them in things of leſſer moment, Belides, . there 
are Sinners of different degrees, yet they all finally. periſh. Some with a full Career 
throw themſelves head-long into Hell. Others go {lowly ſtep by ſtep, but certainly 
drop into it. | | ” | ney SS 
To conclude , If we deſire to be preſerv'd from Sin, let us avoid ingaging, Com- 
pany: many Perſons would refit the force of Natural. Inclination, but - when: that is 
excited by the Examples of others, they are caſily vanquiſh'd, A pure Stream- paſſing 
through a Sink will run thick and muddy, On the contrary, Society with the Saints 


1s a happy Advantage to make us like them. As Waters that paſs. through Medi | 


cinal Minerals , derive a Healing TinQure from them. In ſhort, the preſcat 
World is a continual Temptation, and we ſhould always be employed in thoſe things, 


either in our General or Particular Callings, that either direQly or virtually may pre- 


ſerve us from its Contagion. We are in a ſtate of Warfare : though not always in 
Fight, yet always in the Field expos'd to our Spiritual Enemies zthat War againſt our 
Souls : and our Vigilance and Care ſhovld be accordingly. SE 

2. The Duty of Watchfulneſs reſpeQs the doing good in its ſeaſon, and with the 
Circumſtances proper to it. 'To him that orders his Converſation arigit, 1 will ſhew the 


Salvation of God. Order in an Army contributes ro Victory more than Numbers. + 


The 
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The acceptable Performance of a Duty, miſt depend upon its ſeaſon. The Beauty 
of it is impair'd, when done out of its proper time. I will inſtance in one Duty 
very influential upon a Holy Life. We are commanded to Watch unto Prayer, that 1s, 
to preſerve a Holy Frame of Spirit ſuitable to this Duty , and ro redeem time from 
the Vanity and Buſineſs of the World for Prayer. This Duty 1s as neceſſary tor the 
Spiritual Life, as breathing for the Natural: and *ris a part of Wiſdom ſo to order our 
Aﬀairs that we may have choſen Hours for Communion with God. And weare to watch 
io Prayer againſt diſtration and indevotion, We are commanded to draw near to God 


with reverence and godly fear ;, for our God is a Conſuming Fire, to thoſe who diſparage 


his Majeſty by Coldneſs and Careleſneſs in his Service. There muſt be 2 ftrict 
Guard to prevent the excurſion of our Thoughts in Divine Worthip. The Soul ſhould 
aſcend to God on wings of Fire, with all poſſible ardency of AﬀeQtions : 7 he effeitual 
fervent Prayer of a righteous Man avails much, Watchfulneſs reſpe&s both the time 
and degrees of our Duties. We are commanded, as we have opportunity, 70 do good 
wnto all Men , eſpecially tro the houſhold of Faith ; and to ſhew Mercy with cheerfulnefs. 
We ſhould not loſe the golden opportunity of relieving the ObjeQs of Charity, and be 
diligent in our Buſineſs , and to cut off ſuperſſuous Expences, that we may be h- 
beral. We ſhould be careful to keep every Grace in its vigorous exerciſe. In ſhort, 
the Soul is a principle of Life to the: Body, from its firſt Being to its laſt Breath, guides 
its motions, prevents the dangers to which tis liable, provides for its welfare: How 
much more reaſonable is it, that it ſhould be a Sovl to its ſelf, vigilant and attive, 
to improve every Advantage for its Happineſs and PerfeQion ? 

6. A due regard to the Duties of our ſeveral Relations is very neceſſary, in orger 


to our perfeQting of Holineſs. Relations may be conſider'd under three general Heads; 


Domeſtical, Sacred , Civil. Domeſtical , between Husband and Wife, Parents and 
Children, Maſters and Servants. There is a general Duty that binds all Relations, 
and particular Relative to their ſeveral ſtates. There is Superiority in a Husband, 
Sovereignty in Parents, Authority in Maſters, but it muſt be temper'd with Diſcreti- 
on, Indulgence and Humanity, in the exerciſe of it. The mutual Duty of Husband 
and Wife is Love, iwherein the Society , Sweetneſs, and Felicity of Marriage con- 
fiſts. In this is included the bearing with the Infirmities of cne another, that allays 
the fierce Paffions, that are the cauſe of Strife, and makes the patient party better. 
The exerciſe of this AﬀeRQion is diſtinguiſh'd ; the Love of the Husband is counſeling 
and comforting, providing and proteQiing ; the Love of the Wife, obſequious and 
aſſiſting. His Superiority and her Subje&tion muſt be ſweeten'd with Love. The 
Husband muſt not be bitter, nor the Wife ſowre. The Husband muſt govern the 


Wife, as the Soul does the Body, with wiſdom and tenderneſs. There is a ſervile 


SubjeQion, from fear of Puniſhment, or hope of Gain; and a liberal SutjeQtion, full 
of freedom, from Love ; and this is of Wives to Husbands, and of Children ro Pa- 


rents. The Wife tho” inferior, is a fellow-ruler with him over Children and Ser- 


vants. She 1s ſubjeft as his Vicegerent , always preſerving Love and Reverence in 
AtﬀeCtion, and exprefſing Meckneſs and Obedience 'in Aﬀtions. She as his Deputy, is 
to' diſpoſe things for his Credit and Profit. Prudence is requiſite in both, that they 
may depoſite their Cares in each others Boſoms, and truſt their ſecrec Thoughts as 
ſecurely as in their own Hearts. The principal Duty of Husbands and Wives is, 
a tender Care for the Good of each others Souls: The Husband ſhould lead her in 
the way to Eternal Life, by his Counſel and Example; and the Wife by her humble 
and holy Converſation, recommend Religion to his Mind and AﬀeCtions. 

The Soveraignty of Parents over Children muſt be mix'd with tender AﬀeQions, 
not with Rigour. We are commanded, Parents protoke not your Children to wrath, 
left they be diſcouraged. The Duty of Children, is to reverence and obey their Pa- 
rents, 12 all things that are pleaſing to God. There can be no dutiful Love without 
Fear, nor Paternal Authority without Love. The religious and ſecular Government 
of the Family, is in the Husband and Wife, who are like the two great Luminaries 


1a the Heavens, the one rules in the abſence of the other : But *tis principally in che 


Hasband. "This teltimony is given of Abraham, that ſo endear'd him to the Favour 
and Friendſhip of God, as to reveal his ſecret Counſels to him ; 1 know Abraham, that 
he will command his Children and Servants, and Houſhold after him , and they ſhall keep 
the way of the Lord. 

' The Miſter muſt not be imperious, auſtere and fierce, bur manage his Power with that 
Condeſcention and Lenity, with that exa& performance of what is due to his Servants, 
as becomes one that is accountable to the univerſal Malter, betore whom he muſt {tand in 
an cqual Linz, and with whom there is no acceptance of Perſons. Servants muſt be humble, 
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incorrupt, diligent and faithful, Our Saviour inquires , Who u that wiſe and faithful Ser- 

vant 2 And the Maſter calling his Servants to an account, ſays, Wel done govd and faith- 

. ful Servant. The wiſdom and goodneſs of a Servant confiſts it his Fidelity. In ſhort, The 
neglect of Prayer, holy Inſtruction, and ſetting a Pattern of Holineſs to the Family, the: not 
watching, for the Souls of Children and Servants to reſtrain them-from evil; and excite them 
to good, will be a terrible Accuſation againſt many Parents and Maſlers at the Day of 
Judgment. | L207 1 

The Proviſion for the Family is an indiſpenſable Duty upon the Maſter of it. There is 
a D.vine Alliance between the Precepts of the Law, they are all to be obeyed in their ſea- 
fon. The Duties of the firſt Table do 'not ſuperſede our obedience to the Duties of the 
ſecond. If an Eagle ſhould only gaze on the brightneſs of the Sun, and ſuſfer its young ones 
to ſtarve in the Neſt, it were prodigiouſly unnatural. - He that by a pretence of ſerving God 

in As of immediate Worſhip, negleQs to provide for bis Family, is worſe than an Infidel. 

But how will thoſe, who by waſting their Eſtates, or Idleneſs, ruin their Families, appeat 

before the Judgment-Scat of God. et 

The Superiors in the Family muſt preſerve Order and Tranquility in it. The Fire of 

Diſcord turns a Houſe into a little Hel}, full of the Tormenting. Paſſions, Sorrow and An- 

ouiſh, Diſdain and Dzſpight, Malice and Envy, that blaſt che moſt flouriſhing Families. 

But when Religion, that is pure and peaceable, Governs the Houſe, it turns it into a Para- 

diſe, where the God of Peace dwells, and delights, and diſpenſes rhe moſt precious Fruits of 

his Favour. Wiſdom and Watchfulneſs are requiſite to maintain an harmonious agreement 
in Families wherein are Perſons of different and contrary Tempers. Somme are of fuch un- 
natural Diſpoſitions, that they love jars and diſfentions, as ſome Plants thrive on the top of 
the Alps, where they are continually expos'd to ſtorms. There is ſuch an Ttregularity in 
the diſpoſitions of ſome, that between thoſe perſons there 1s fierce Hatred; where intire Love 
is due : the diſcord between Brothers is deeply wounding, and hardly curable. The rea- 
 lonof it is evident, for where by the Law of Nature, the deareſt Love is requir'd-and expe- 
ed, the not obtaining it is ſo injurious and provoking, that the hatred ih one, is equal to - 
the Love to which the other does not correſpond. The Spartan Magiſtrates, celebrated for 
their Wiſdom and Juſtice, being inform'd of frequent Quarrels between two Brothers, like- 
ly to end in bloody Contentions, they ſent for their Father and puniſh'd/bim; as more cul- 
pable and Guilty, 1n not timely correQing them. Ruling Wiſdom in the Father of the Fa- ane mg ſun 
mily, ſo as to conciliate Love with ReſpeR, ſeverity mix'd with ſweetneſs (which rarely Gs 
meer, are neceſſary to prevent, or compoſe diſſentions in thoſe little Commonwealths, minw adam 
In order to this, the prime Care muſt'be toquench the firſt ſparks that appear, that are / 402/30. 

ſeeds pregnant with Fire : if they are blown up and fed with Materials, they break forth in- 7:8:maizn . 

toa ſudden Flame. And in the ſecond place, to obſerve and imploy every one in the Fa- Teciti« 

mily in what is proper for them. As the Stoties in an Arch muſt be ſo cut and form'd, that 2 

they may point one againſt another, and ſupport one another ; thus "there are variety of lapidum ferni- 

Tempers, and Talents in a Family, and tis the Wiſdom of Superiours to obſerve and em- ©#inifmill- 

ploy the ſeveral Perſons for the good of the whole. : _ | _ 

[n ſhort, Authority is accepted with more cafie ſubmiſſion in the Title of a Father, than wicem obftarent 
of a Maſter. Therefore as Seneca obſerves, the Romans, that they might prevent Envy to- nkge nog 
wards Matters, and Contempt of the Servants, call'd the Maſter, The Father of the Family. © ” 

2. There is a ſacred Relation between Paſtor and People. I ſhall but glance on the Duties 

belonging to them. Evangelical Paſtors are compar'd to the Luminaries of Heaven, that by 

their Light; Heat and Influences are ſo beneficial to the lower World. ' If they are clouded 

with Ignorance, or eclips'd by the interpoſition of Earthly things, they are uſeleſs. There 

are divers degrees of ſubſtantial Learning and ſpiritual skill, but a ſufficiency of Knowledge 
for the great work of ſaving Souls 1s requiſite inall. | Zeal united with Knowledge, is an in- 

diſpenſable Qualification.' When the Apoſtles were fill'd with the Holy Ghoſt, deſcenditg 
in the ſignificant Emblem of Fiery Tongues, of what admirable efficacy was their Preach- 
ing > Thefirſt S:zrmon converted three thouſand, that were Murtherers of our Saviour, and 
had the ſtains of his Blood freſh upon them. Tongues of Fleſh are without vigour, and 
make no laſting Impreſſion on the Hearers, but Tongues of Fire have a Divine Force and O- 
peration to diſpel the Errors of Mens Minds, and quicken their AﬀceRions, ro refine and pu- 
rifie their Converſations. They muſt be diligent and watchful for the Souls rf their people; 
as thoſe who muſt give an account to the Sapreme Paſtor and Redeemer of Souls, And as they 
mult teach what they learn from the Goſpel, ſo they muſt live as they teach. If they are 

ſenſual and worldly, how can their Prayers aſcend with acceptance to God, and deſcend 
Witha Bleſſing to the People 2 There ſhould be a ſingularity of Holineſs, diſtinguiſhing thoſe 

who ape conſecrated to inſtru& and govern the Church. Their Sins are aggravated from 
the quality of their Perſons : rhis is ſignified ig the Levitical Law, that appointed the Ex- 
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piatory Sacrifice for the fin of the Prieſt, ſhould be as coſtly as for the fin of the whole 
Congregation. So if the tenor of their Lives be not Correſpondent to their Sermons, 
it will deſtroy the force of the moſt inflaming Eloquence, and render the DoQrines of 
the greateſt Purity without Efficacy. O that all who are engaged 1n this holy, (and with- 
; Tim. «. 17. out their perſonal holineſs) [dreadful Office, would duly conſider the Account they muſt 
Heb. 13-717. give of their managing of it, to the great Shepherd at his Appearance. | 
The Duty of the People is to obey, to imitate, to honour their Faithful Paſtors: other. 
wiſe, every Sermon they hear will bean Accuſation and Argument againſt them in the day 
of Judgment. ER, | ; 
3. The Civil Relation between theiMagiſtrates and People bind them to the reſpeQive 
Duties of their different ſtates. Magiſtrates ſupreme and ſubordinate, 1n the ſcale of Go- 
vernment, are the Miniſters of God for the good of the People. They derive their 
Authority from him, and are ſtiled Gods, by an Analogy and Deprtation, which neceſ[4- 
rily infers they muſt rule for his glory. The end of the Magiſtracy ſhould be the end of 
the Magiſtrates inthe exerciſe of Government, that their SubjeAts may /e2d a peaceable and 
: Tim. 2. 2, quiet life, in all godlineſs and honeſtly, The Frince, as the Natural Head, has the ſupre. 
macy in Place and Dignity over all the Parts of the Body, and is vigilant for their Prefer. 


vation, ſo being the Political Head, highly exalted above all degrees in the Kingdom, 


muſt be provident and ſolicitous for the temporal Intereſt, and the eternal Benefit of his 
Subjefts. He muſt make Laws holy, juſt and good, as becomes his Lieutenancy to Chriſt, 
and tocommand the Execution of them. He is. to conſider that the Actions of Kings are 
Examples, and their Examples Rules, more influential unto the Lives of their SubjeQs 
than their Laws. | 


Thoſe who are 1n the Seat of Judicature, muſt diſpence Judgment with a clear ſerenity, 


with calm tranquility of Mind, without Partiality and Paſſions; they muſt not honour the 
Rich, nor favour the Poor, but be true to their Light and Integrity, 

All that are concern'd, in their ſeveral ſtations, . ſhould diſpence a vigorous Influence for 
the-ſuppreſſing Vice, and encouragement of Vertue : and according to the Apoſtle's Rule, 
ſhould be « terror to evil doers, and a praiſe to thoſe who do well, Eſpecially they ſhould be 
cloth'd with Zeal in puniſhing Offenders, that do not hide their horrid Abominations, but 
commit them without fear of the Light of the Sun or of Nature, and out-dare Satan : 
w hen Impudence, and.Incontinence, and Intemperance, triumph in the Ruinsof Mode- 

ſty, Chaſtity, and Sobriety. Sexeca tells of ſome in old Rome, that were not aſham'd of 
the fouleſt ſins, but when deſcrib'd and repreſented on the Theatre, gloried in their ſhame. 
mm & v- This heighth of Villany was not limited to the Age of Nero, but to this Extremity Vice 
pps is arriv'd in our times. If by juſt ſeverity, ſuch Publick and Crying Wickedneſs be not 
ſuppreſt, what reaſon is there to ſear that the Righteous Judge of the World will make the 
Nation a ſpeQicle of viſible Vengeance, and vindicate the honour of his deſpis'd Deity ? 
How will Magiſtrates, that are careleſs in the Execution of the Laws, appear before the 
Impartial Tribunal above, when beſides the guilt of their fins by perſonal Commiſſien, 
they ſhall be charg'd with the ſins committed by their connivance, ſuch heap'd damnation 

will ſink them into the loweſt Hel]. | | 

The duty of SubjeQs, is the higheſt Reverence of the ſacred Authority wherewith 
Princes are inveſted. They muſt pay Tribute for the ſupport of the Government. They 
muſt obey for God, as Princes muſt rule for God; but in linful things, as Princes have no 
Power to command, ſo the SubjeQs are under no obligation to obey. 

To conclude this Argument, There is no Counſel more direQtive and profitable for our 
arriving to an excellent degree of holineſs, than this : let our Progreſs in the way to hea- 
ven be with the ſame Zeal, as we felt in our firſt entrance into it, and with the ſame ſe- 
riouſneſ:, as when we ſhall come to the end of it. The firſt and laſt AQtions of the Saints, 

Sam. 22. 5.3 are uſually the moſt Excellent, David's firſt and laſt Ways were moſt exceſlent ; ſee his 
z Pet 2.9, Olvine Frame near his End: 4lthough my houſe be not fo with God, yet he hath made with me 
2Chr0n.17. 3: gy everlofiing Covenant, order d in all things, and ſure : this is all my deſire, althongh he make 
it not togrow. New Converts when call 'd out of darkneſs into the marvellous lizht of the Go- 
ſpel, are more zealous in their oppoſition to ſin, and more aCive and cheerful in the ſervice 
of God. The bitterneſs of. Repentance, before Reconciliation, Cauſes an abhorrence of 
Sin. They remember the Prayers and Tears, the Anxieties of Conſcience, the Reſtleſs 
Hours that Sin colt them. As one that is ſaved from Fire that was ready to devour him, 
retains fo ſtrong an impreſſion of the danger, that makes him fearful ever after. 
They zre h11'd with the AﬀeCtions of love and thankfulneſs tro God, and plorifie Mercy 
that ſpar'd them, when Juſtice might have deſtroy'd them. When no Eye had compalh- 
on, an no relief was afforded 1n their extreme Miſery : when they lothed themſelves, 
(righted with the Image of Satan printed on their Souls, then God Gid regard them with 
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tender affcQtion : when they fled from him, then he did overtake them by preventing and » 
prevailing Grace. They have thc quickeſt fenle of their Ovligations ro the Recezher, 
and the moſt ſenſible Reliſhes of his Love, in Communion with him. - We. read. of: the 
Lame Man from his Birth, that upon his Miraculous healing, when he felt a new Cur- P 
rent of Spirits in his Nerves, and his Feet and Arms were ſtrengthned,' that he entre 1. with : 
the Apoſt les into the Tempic, walking, and leapinz, ana praiſing of God. Thisisa reſemblance 
of the zealous Aﬀettions of new Converts, whea they feel ſuch an admirable change in 
them: they run inthe ways of God's Commandments with enlarged hearts :i they have, ſuch 
fithes of Ilumination, and raptures of Joy, that engage them in a Courle of Obedience. 
The Holy Spirit inſpires them with new deſtres, and atfords cew pleaſures to endear Reli- 
ligion to them, *Tis not only their Work, but Recreation and Reward. But alas how 
often are the firſt heats allay'd, and ſtronger Reſolutions decline to Remiſneſs Our Savis 
our tells the Churcly of Epheſus, Ihave ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left thy firſt 
love : Remember from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do thy firſworks. *Tis ſaid of 
Tehoſaphat, that he walk din the fir ſt ways of his Father David: intimating there was a viſible 
declenlion in his Zeal. He was not ſo accurate in his Converſation afterward. The Con- 
verted are many times not ſo frequent and fervent 1n God's Service, and though by the con- 
ſtrataing Judgment of Conſcience, Duties are not torally omitted, yet they are not per- 
form'd with that reverence and delight as at firſt, They are more venturous to engage 
themſelves in Temptations, and more ready to comply with them. 'T hey are tird with , 
the l:zagth of their Travel, and the difficulties of their way, and drive on heavily, We 
ſhould with Tears of confuſion remember the diſparity. between our zealous Beginnings, 
and {lack Proſecution in Religion ; we ſhould bluſh with ſhame, and tremble with fear; 
| at the ſtrange decay of Grace, and recolle& our ſelves, and re-inforce our will to proceed 
with vigorous Conſtancy. And when the Saints are ready to enter into the unchangeable_ 
State, when the Spirit is to return to God that gave it, how intire and intent are they to fi- 
niſh the work of their Salvation 2 How ſpiritual and heavenly are their diſpoſitions? With 
what ſolemnity do they prepare for the divine Preſence? How exaQly do they dreſs their 
Souls for Eternity, and trim their Lamps, that they may be admitted into the Joys of the 
Bridegroom? How is the world vilified in their eſteem, and unſavoury to their deſires ? 
The Lord & exalted in that day. 2, ES 
- The nearer they approach to Heaven, the more its attraQtive force is felt. When the 
Crown of Glory is in their view, and they hear the Muſick of Heaven, and are refreſh'd 
- with the Fragrancy of Paradiſe, what a blaze of holy AﬀeCtions breaks forth ? When Jacob 
was bleſſing his Sons upon his death-bed, he in a ſudden rapture addreſſes himſelf tro God, 
0 Lord, I have waited for thy Salvation! As if his Soul had aſcended to Heaven before it 
left the Body. O when [ball T appear before God! was the fainting deſire of the Pſalmift. IF 
Communion with God in the Earthly Tabernacle was ſo precious, how much more is the 
immediate fruition of him in the Celeſtial Temple ? If oze day in the Courts below be worth 
a thouſand, an hour in the Courts above ts worth ten thouſand. 

Let us therefore by our ſerious Thoughts often repreſent to our ſelves the approaches of 
Death and Judgment. This will make us contrive and contend for PerfefQtion inH oli- 
neſs. The Apoſtle exhorts the Romans toſbew forth the Power of Godlineſs, from the con- 
fideration of the day of Grace they enjoy, and the day of Glory they expe& ; for now & 
ſalvation nearer than when you believed. Let us do thoſe things now, which when we come 
'to die we ſhall wiſh we had done. Thus doing, we ſhall be tranſmitted from the Militant 
Church to the Triumphant, with aSolemn Teſtimony of our having adorned the Goſpel 
in our Lives, with the ViQtorious Teſtimony of Conſcience, that we have fouphr the good 
feht, kept the Faith, and have finiſped our courſe, and received with the glorious Teſtimony 
of our Bleſſed Rewarder, Well done good and faithful Servant, Enter into the Joy of thy 
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But without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God ;, for he that cometh to God, muſt 
believe that be is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek bim. 


oy 


N this Chapter Faith is repreſented as the principle of obedience, conveying -vi- 

gour and ſtrength to other graces, whereby they become operative unto ſeveral 

ends and objects ; hence thoſe ats which immediately ſpring from other graces as 

their proper ſtock, are attributed to Faith, that being the principle of their hea- 

venly working. In this reſpe&, as the ſucceſs of an Army redounds to' the General's 

Honour, ſo the Victory which is effected by other Chriſtian qualities, is here aſcribed | 

to Faith, which animates them, and leads them forth as their chief Captain ; this is , 
intimated in the Text, in which we may obſerve, , | . : 

I. A Propoſition, But without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God; that grace being - - 
the medium of our communion with God, as it gives through Chriſt an admiſſion an 
approach to him ; and in this reſpe is oppoſed to drawing back, Heb. xo. 38. 

2. The Argument to confirm it, For he that comes to God muſt believe that he is, and This ic the \ 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him :' that is, our Addreſſes to God, are Heathens 
grounded upon a firm aſſent to God's being and bounty. ER ; barey YO 

Firſt, An aſſent to his being is abſolutely neceſſary, otherwiſe aQts of worſhip are as "Raxeirag 9 
a Ball ſtruck into the open air, which returds not to us ; without the entire aſfurance z, ; ,...;_ 
of þ determinate object, Religion will fail and vaniſh, this belief is general and fpe- wn» 4s 
Culative. En | | ry, 

Secondly, An aflent to his bounty, that he will bleſs thoſe who diligently ſeek him ; *OgSe's vans 
this is particular and applicative, and it follows from the other ; for the notion of a Mis. wi . 
Benefactor is included in that of a God ; take away his rewards, you ungod him : Now I Tow 
the ſtedfaſt acknowledgment of this, can only draw the ſoul to perform ingenuous and |, "52 2, 
acceptable ſervice ; for the naked contemplation of thoſe amiable excellencies which. Saad" \ 
are in the Deity, can never conquer our natural fear, nor quench our enmity againſt p,gjoc. Wo 
him ; the reflection upon his righteouſneſs and our guilt, fills us with terrour, and Epictetus.-- 
cauſes a dreadful flight from him ; but the hope of his remunerating goodneſs, is'a . = 
motive agreeable, and congruous to the breaſt of a man, and Gveetly leads him to 
God; Religion is the ſubmiſſion of our ſelves to God, with an expeRation of reward. 

I ſhall trear of the firſt Branch of the argument ; Ae that comes to God, muſt believe 
that he is. The firm belief of God's being, is the foundation of all Religious worſhip ; 
in the diſcuſſing of which, my deſign is to evince that Supream truth, that God is. The 
evidence of this will appear to the light of reaſon, and faith, by an appeal to nature, 
and Scriptures ; Iſhall produce three Arguments from nature, which may convince an 
Infidel there is a God. The firſt is drawn from the viſible world. The ſecond from na- 
tural Conſcience. The third from the conſent of Nations. my 7 

Firſt in the Creation ; his eſſence and attributes are clearly revealed, his abſolute 
power, unerring wiſdom, and infinite goodneſs, are diſcovered to every capacity 
therefore the Apoſtle urges this as the moſt proper Argument to convince the Heathens, 
Att. 14. 15. That they ſhould turn from their vanities, to the living God which made hea- 
ven and earth, and ſea, and all things that are therein ; to rhis they muſt naturally aſſent ; 
as ſhadows repreſent the figure ot thoſe bodyes from whence they are derived; ſo in- 
the world there are ſuch traces of-the Divine perfeRtions, that it is eaſy to infer there is 
2 Soveraign being which is the cauſe of it ; all the creatures and the:r various excellen- 
CES, are {o many beams which reflet upon this Sun, or lines which direct to this 
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666 SEAM ON L 
Center; nay, the meaneſt being carries ſome impreſſion of the firſt cauſe, as the image 
of a Prince is-ſtampt,upon a penay,as well as upon greater money.; the beaſts will in. 
ſtruct, and the muteifiſhes teagh the\Atheilt there is god ; and' though he is not dif- 
cerned by the outwatd ſight, Fer the underſifgtling #710 cextainly dilcoyer him, as it 
doth an inviſible ſpirit in a living body ,; and thar, 

x. From the being of the world, and its parts.; it is apparent to ſenſe, and acknow- 
ledged by all, that ſome things. are of a late beginning, but thoſe things could not 
proceed from themſelves, for then they ſhould work before they were, and the ſame 
things ſhould exiſt, and not exiſt at the ſame inſtant, and in the ſame reſpe&, but this 
implies a contradiction ; it follows then, they had their original from without ; we find 
the experience of this in our ſelves ; the number of our days declares there was a time 
in which we had no being, and therefore we could not produce our ſelves. 

Now, if man which is the moſt perfect of viſible creatures, preſuppoſe a maker, then 
may we ſufficiently infer a creation; where we find far leſs perfeCtion ; and this is truc, 
not rs of things which are viſible, bur of all other beings ; till at laſt we arrive at 


the Su 


reme cauſe, whoſe being is neceſſary and independent, 

Beſides, if we conſider that. trom nothing he hath produced their beings, and ſo uni- 
ted thoſe two diſtant extreams of being, and not being, we may 1nfer his power to be 
infinite ; the greateſt difference imaginable between two finite beings, admits of ſome 
proportion, and-meaſure ; bur between that which is, and that which is not, the di- 
ſtance exceeds all apprehenſion ; ſo that from the meer exiſtence of things, it is evident 
that there is a firſt cauſe, which is independent and infinite, and this is God. 

2. We may certainly argue the being of God from the conſent of parts in the world, 
and their perpetual confederations to ſupport the whole. Confuſion is the effect of 
chance, but order is the product;of Art and induſtry. When we conſider in. a Watch, 

 howthe different wheels by their unequal motions agree in diſtinguiſhing the hours, 
and with that exaQneſs, *as if they were inſpired by the ſame intelligence, we preſent- 
ty conclude it to be the work of an Artificer ; for certainly pieces of Braſs could never 
have formed and united themſelves into:that method ; proportionably when we view 
the Harmony of all things in the world, and how diſagreeing natures conſpire together 
for the-advantage of the whole, we may colle& there is a Divine ſpirit, which hath 
thus diſpoſed all things. We will not make a curious enquiry into this ; an eminent 
degree of knowledge in ſeveral faculties, would but imperfeQly diſcover the propor- 
tion and meaſures which the eternal mind hath obſerved in the frame of nature ; it will 
ſuffice to glance at thoſe which are expoſed to the view of all. | 

The Sun which is the eye and ſoul of the world, in its ſituation and motion is a ſign 
to us that there is wiſdom and counſel in its Author ; it's fixt in the mid(t of the Planets, 

Suid poteft if. that it may diſpenſe its light and heat for the: advantage of the lower World; if it were 

ſe rem «jer- plac'd in a higher or lower Orb, the jarring Elements, (which by its influence, are 

pa" onto k t in- an equal poiſe and proportion.) would'break forth into diſorders ; and thoſe in- 
cum celwn (u- Vitible chains and connexions- which faſten the parts of nature, would preſently be 

7 on Fee broken ; the regularity and conſtancy of its motion diſcovers a Deity ; by its courſe 

pati = from Eaſt to Weſt, it cauſes the agreeable viciſlitude of day and night, and maintains 

quan alizued the amiable war of light and darkneſs; this diſtin&@ion of time is neceſſary for the plea- 
fone *- ſure and profit of the world ; the Sun by its riſing, chaſes away the ſhades of the night, 
mentis quo hec to delight us with the beauties of the Creation ; 'tis God's Herald which * calls us forth 

Fama 7#. to the diſcharge of our work; this governs our labour, and conducts our induſtry ; this 

22turs deorum, ANLIMAteS nature, 'and conveys a pleaſure even to theſe beings which are inſenſible ; 

&: ib.z. de without the day, the world would be a fatal and diſconſolate grave to all creatures; a 

iſ: praftentim Cha0s Without order, aCtion, or beauty ; thus by the Sun-beams we may clearly ſee a 

diquam, ater- Divine providence. Beſides, when it retires from us, and a Curtain of darkneſs is 

nent 24%- drawn over the World, that proves the wiſdom and goodneſs of God. The + Pſalmiſt 
ſ»picientam Attributes the diſpoſition of day and night to God, the day is thine, and with an Em- 
cdorndampue phaſis, the night alſo is thine ; notwithſtanding its ſad appearance, yet it is very bene. 

7, pulchms AACIAL 3 Its darkneſs enlightens us, its obſcurity makes viſible the Ornaments of heaven, 

»wnd; ordique the ſtars, their aſpects, their diſpoſitions, their motions which were hid in the day ; 


ny a9 it unbends the world, -and gives a ſhort and neceſſary truce to its labours, it recreates 
+8 con 


reri. the waſted ſpirits ; 'tis the Nurſe of nature, which pours into its boſome thoſe ſiveer 
* Piat.r04-23, and cooling dews which beget new life, and vigour : the Divine providence is alſo 
+ Þfal. £4. 16, Eeminent-in'the manner of this diſpenfation ; for the Sun finiſhing its courſe about the 
[ ipeakotthat world in the ſpace of 24 hours, cauſes that ſucceſſion of day and night, which doth 
par of 52© mot fitly temper our labour and repoſe ; whereas if the day and night thould each of 
is inhabiced, them continue ſix entire months, this diviſion would be very inconvenient for us. We 

| | | may 
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may farther obſerve-a'wiſe providence inthe: diverſity /it-hath uſed to lengthen -and/thot- 


ren the days.and nights for the advantages of feveral-'Countryes ; 'for at \part-of the 
earth which is under rhe Line; being ſcorcht with\immoderate heat, wants contihiual 


ſupply of moiſture ; therefore the. longeſt and cooleſt nights are'rhere ;* but it is"6ther- 


wiſe in the Northern parts, for the beams of the Sun being very feeble - there; provis 
dence hath-{o Jifoſed, that the days are:extream long; that ſo by the continuance of 
the heat, the:fruits may come to maturity and Pertedtion.  And'as the difference of 


day and night, fo the diverſity of ſeaſons/-proceeds from the 'motion of the Sun, Which 


is a work of- providence, ' no lefs admirable than the-former ; as the motion'of the Sun 
from Eaſt to Weſt, makes the day andinight;' ſo from North to Souitti,” cauſes Summer 
and Winter ; by theſe the world is preſerved'; Summer crowns the earth with flowers 
and fruits, and produces: an abundant variety for the ſupport of living creatures; the 
Winter which ſeems to be: the death of nature, robbing the earth of- its heat'and life 
contributes alſo to the univerſal good; it prepares the earth by its cold and'moiſturs fo 
the returning Sun ; if the ſucceſſion of theſe ſeaſons, rhe Divine* providence is Ve 
conſpicuous ; for ſince the world cannot paſs from 6ne  extream to #nother,* without A 
dangerous alteration.; to prevent.this inconvenience; -rhe Sun makes its approaches 
gradually to us, the Spring is interpoſed between the Winter and-Samrher, that by-its 
gentle and temperate heat, it may diſpoſe our bodyes for-rhe excels of: Summer; and 
in the ſame manner the Sun retires by degrees from us, that {0 in the Autumn we'may 


Pſal. 74. 17. 
Thou haſt made 
the Summer 
and Wimer. 


be prepared for the aſperities of the Winter, And to cloſe this part of the Argument, | 
the invariable ſucceſſion of times and ſeaſons is a token of the lame providence;' the , 
Sun which runs ten or twelve millions of Leagues every day, never fails one minute of. 


its appointed time, nor turns an inch out of its conſtant courſe, but inviolably ob- 


ſerves the ſame order ; fo rhat there is nothing more regular, equal, and conſtant, qhan -: : 
rhe ſucceſſion of day and night ; to aſcribe this to hazzard, is the moſt abſurd extraya. 


gance ; for in the effects of chance there is neither order nor conſtantey; as we tnay ſee 
 1n the caſting of a Dy, which hardly falls twice together upon the ſame {quare ;- it. is 


neceſſary therefore to conclude, that an intelligent principle guides the revolutions of 


the Sun, thus uniformly for the advantage'of the world. P/al. 19; 1,.2,.3. The heavens 


declare the glory of God, the firmament ſhews his handy work. Day unto day utters Jpeech, 


and night unto night adds knowledge ;* there is no ſpeech nor language where their voice is not © 


heard; what is that language and voice, but an univerſal Sermon to the world of God's 
being and excellency z . EY nr Sh EL mo ON, 
Let us now conſider that vaſt extent of air, which fills the ſpace between heaven and 
earth ; this is of ſo pure a nature, that in a moment it tranſmits the influences of hea- 
ven to the lower world, this ſerves as'an arſenal for thunders and lightnings, whereb 
God ſummons the world to dread and reverence; this 15 treaſury for the clouds, which 
diſſolving in gentle ſhowers refreſh the earth, and call forth irs ſeeds into flouriſhing 
and fruitfulneſs ; this fanns' the earth with the wings of the winde, allaying thoſe in- 
OP Bs which would be injurious to its inhabitants ; this is the Region for the 
Birds, wherein they paſs as ſo many ſelf-moving Engines praiſing the Creatour, this 
ſerves for the breath and life of man; from hence we may conclude the wiſdom, of 
God, who ſo:governs the ſeveral Regions of the air, as by them ro convey bleſlngs 
the neceſſities of man, and to ſend judgments for the awakening the ſecure to ſeek 


after God. EE COS 
| Let us now deſcend to the Sea, and ſee how that informs us there is a God; *tis a 
Truth evident to reaſon, that the' proper place of waters is next to the air above the 
earth ; for as it is of a middle nature between theſe twoElements, being purer and ligh- 
ter than the earth, but more groſs and heavy than the air, ſo it challenges a ſituation 


between them ; that as the air on all parts encompaſſes the Sea, in like manner the Sea 


ſhould overſpread the earth, and cover the whole furface of it ; that its natural inclina- 
tion is ſuch,” appears by its continual lowings ; who then hath arreſted its courle, and 
ſtopt its violence > who hath configed it to ſuch a place'and compaſs, that it may not 
be deſtruQtive to the world 2 certainly no other, but the great God who firſt gave it 
being and motion ; beſides, that which renders the power of' God more conſpicuous, 


for 


1s that by ſo weak a bridle as the fanJ, its rage is bounded ; when it threatens the ſhore 
with its inſulting waves, you would fear leſt it ſhould ſwallow up all, but it no ſooner © 


touches the ſand, bur its tury is turned into froth ; it retires, and by a kind of ſubmil- 
ſion, reſpects thoſe bounds which are fixt by the Creator. Now, that the fierceſt Ele. 
ment thould be repreſt by the feebleſt thing in the wortd, and that which breaks the 
Rocks, be limited by the ſands, is a wonder of providence; therefore theLord alledges 


this as an effect only proceeding from his power, and challenges an incommunicable 
| glory 


of VER 
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glory upon this account. Job 38. 8, 9, 1o, 11 verſes, Who fbut-up the Sea with doors, 
when it brake forth as if it had iſſued out of the womb 2 when I made the cloud the garment 
thereof, and thick darkneſs a ſwadling band for it ; and brake up for it my decreed place, and 
ſet. barrs and doors; and ſaid, Hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no farther, and here ſhall thy 
proud. waves be ſtayed. 62 00 rg | 

Beſides, its-extent is no leſs worthy of admiration ; it wathes the four parts of the 
world, and ſo it is the bond of rhe univerſe, by which the moſt diſtant Nations are uni- 
ted, the medium of Commerce and Trade, which brings great dehght and advantage 
to: men, by it the commodities which are peculiar to ſeveral Countryes are made com- 
mon to all ; thus may we trace the evident prints of a Deity in. the very waters; if we 
change the ſcene, and view the earth, we may perceive clear ſigns of a . Divine provi- 
dence. If we conſider its poſition, it hangs in the midſt of the air, that it may be a 
convenient habitation for us; or its ſtability, the air its ſelf is not able to bear up a tea- 
ther, . yet the earth remains init fixt and unſbaken, notwithſtanding the ſtorms and tem- 
peſts which continually beat upon it ; from: hence we muſt conclude an inviſible, but 
powerful hand ſupports it ; *tis reckoned amongſt the Magnalia Dei, Fob 38.4,6. Where 
waſt thou when IT laid the foundations of the earth > whereupon are the foundations thereof 
: faſtned 2 or who hath laid the Corner-ſtone thereof > Moreover the various difpolition of 
LO its.parts, the Mountains, the Valleys, the Rivers which are as the-veins which con- 


produttions ; VEy nouriſhment to this great body, all intimate there is a God.. 

in plants, ©Y | | PO : | 
their roots whereby they draw their nouriſhment, the firmneſs of their ſtalk by which they are defended againſt the violence of 
winds, the expenſion. of their leaves by which they receive the dew of heaven ; or in fruits, which are produc'd anſwerable to the 
difference of feaſons, thoſe which are cold and moiſt to allay our heat in Summer, and thoſe which are of a firmer conſiſtency in 
Autumn, that they may ſerve the delight and uſe of man in Wiater, from wher:ce the notice of a Deity is afforded to us. 


The warts s * Thus if we behold the excellent order of the parts of the world, their mutual corre- 
St. Bf $8 ſpondence for their ſeveral ends, the heavens give light, the air breath, the earth habi- 
4ozgr xox- tation, the ſea commerce ; we muſt break forth There is a God, and this is his work; 
x5v Hdeoxe- but how few are there who read the Name of God which is indelebly printed on the 
afer, v * frame of nature ? who ſee the excellency of the cauſe im the effet > who contemplate 
pa "4H " all things in God, and God in all things > from our firſt infancy we are accuſtomed to 
School of ra? theſe objedts, and the edge of our js AO is rebated ; the commonnels of things 
tional ſpirits, takes away our eſteem ; we rather admire things new than great ; the effes of Art, 
no than the marvails of nature; as the continual view of a glittering object dazles the eye, 
in the know- that it cannot ſee ; ſo by the daily preſence of theſe wonders, our minds are blunted, 


ledge of God. ye loſe the quickneſs and freſhneſs of our ſpirits. 


_ T ſhall finiſh this Argament by reflecting upon man, who is a ſhort abridgment of the 

The meer World ; the compoſure of his body, the powers of his ſoul, convince us of a wiſe pro- 
u——_—_— vidence ; who but a God could unite ſuch different ſubſtances, an immaterial ſpirit 
ct of mans With an earthly body 2 who could diſtinguiſh ſo many parts, aſſign to them their form, 

7 dy, opened ſcjtuation, temperature, with an abſolute fitneſs for thoſe uſes to which they ſerve? we 
CO muſt joyn with the Apoſtle, 4%. 17.27, 28. He is not far from every one of us; we may 

moſt learned find him in the aQivity of our hands, in the beauty ot our eyes, in the vivacity of all 


ney mn our ſenſes; in him we,live, move, and have our being, And to look inward, who hath 


Galen. 3. d« endowed the ſoul with ſuch diſtin and admirable faculties > The underſtanding which 
uſu pertjum, exerciſes an Empire on all things, which compounds the moſt diſagreeing, . and divides 
uſe of car the moſt intimate, which by the loweſt effects aſcends to the higheſt cauſe; the Will 
parts, faith, which with ſuch vigor purſues that which we eſteem amiable and good, and recoils 
7 Iuregyi- with averſation from that we judge pernicious and evil ; the Memory which preſerves 
ow] © oy freſh and lively the piQtures of thoſe things which are committed to its charge. Cer- 
homes 5 tainly after this conſideration, we muſt naturally aſſent there is a God who made us, 

_ and not we our ſelves, | | 

gh J We may argue there is a God from the operations of natural Agents for thoſe | 
ends which are not perceived by them. Although in men there is a rational principle 
which diſcovers the goodneſs of the end, and ſeles ſuch means as are proper for. the 
5i quid eff accompliſhing tor it, and ſo their ations are the product of their judgment ; yet 'tis 


ay ap impofſible to conceive that the inferiour rank of creatures, whoſe motions flow from 


re:ione ft pra- Meer inſtinCt, can guide themſelves by any Counſel of their own : Now all their ope- 
ent] og rations are directed to their proper ends without any variation, and in that order as 
profeFt eft mg. Exceeds the invention of man. It is admirable to conſider how brute creatures aCt for 
jw, & fortizs, their preſervation ; they are no ſooner in the world, but they preſently flie from their 
& ſzpiemim enemies, and make uſe either of that force or craft which they have to defend them- 


Chryſippus, felves ; they know that nouriſhment which is convenient to preſerve them, and thoſe 
| | remedies 
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the firſt death' to,prityont the miſkrie-of theddcond, | -Now ahe ſhane, hotzor, deſpair 
and that. black rpin.of afeRtions which laih- an-offender for his vicious aQs,. diſcovers 
there: is; principle! withip which-threatens vengeance from zrighteousand-angry God: 
This arganent ok ares many Wd we: 047 wank thaw copſcience:ravtaches A 
_— LY 1 *q 2: i] | 17 636C 

i of men ; ,conſtenc i is 
$ and :aQtons ; - let 
repo cloſeſt 
Yiean concrive, gong ere i906 they legal con- 
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; ſelf 
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of hip ſrows:.”, L406) SYDI'S 7 THIS C SF LO4188T] 
"with.zemorſ; far-chole; fins which are wokin the; pine; of alaredne 
who command, Armies; 8nd. by their greatacſh-are:ſecured-ftont the: pe- 


| _ the Law yet cooſcience:ſers their fins in, order befars their eyes;}: and: theſe 


_axſamany armed men: charge them-thorough, and: overwhelm them ;/ many.inſtances 


run a courſe of, fin without controul, and ſeem to dehpils he 


Hl poteh; 


there are; Belſhazzar in the midſt of his cups and bravery, how was he invaded by fear 
Fo hanger when he Jaw the handwriting on the Wall ! The whole Army, of the Per- 

of Qiſcoprage his Pires but when. conſcience revived his guilt, 2nd the ap- 
$Juſtice, -he ſank nader the burden ; the: hand-writing from og 


at pr A Stn. conſcience ed 2 hand-writing wiahin.'7;berivs the Emper 
whg was doub! luſ zand cruelties,; could acither cvade.nor diſſeble 


nr 
the-horrors Nero after the, barbaroug murdering of his Mother,” was al- 
wayapurloed by imaginary Devils, his diſtracted fancy repreſenting to him furies and 
flames-ready to torment him. How,many Tyrants have trembled on the Throne, wheg 
the condemned innocents have rejoyced in their ſuflerings.! ;'From-heace, we may infal. 
libly: conclude the conſcience of ;tbe molt poweglul finer ;is;under; the feeling:of'a Dei. 
ty ;-for-if there were no, puniſhments to be feared. but thoſe the Mogidene: inflits in 
his: :0WA Dominions, why are/$overaign Magiſtrates themſclyes under terrours for their 
Fi actions! and thoſe who are not; ſubject.to apy humane,” ribugah;;why:do they 
h:ſach fury refledupon themſelves for |their: crimes 2 - cerrajnly it. proceeds from 

-that natural conſcience dreads the. ſupream Judge, ſeeing nothing} is: able to 


ca” ſhelter them from his Tribunal, nor reſtrain his power when he will take Vengeance on 


-Jn vain doth the Atheiſt reply that theſe fears are the produdt of a common falſe opi- 


| nion, which is conveyed by education, to-wit, that there is a God who is proved by 


ſin ; and that. ignorance increaſes theſe terrqurs, as little. children. fear bug-hears i in the 
dark; for 'tis p10 
Firif, That no Art or engdeayour « can totally free a inner from theſe terrors,. [+ 
groundlel fears are preſently ſcattered by reaſon ;. and this argues there is an inviola- 
ble principle in nature which reſpeRts,a God. 'We know there is nothing more diſturbs 
the ſpirit than fear, and 2 perſon is an enemy to. what torments him ; heace the 
Rigs labours to Faroyer conlcience, that he, may. freely indulge himſet ; in-fin; but 
366 jncpad le; for Fohlcience i is io eſſential, that a ſoul cannot be a ſoul without i it, 
5 jog Jeath it (al; cannot divorce a man from ir; perire nec ſine te nec 
A 'Gie with the ſinner, nor withour him ; 'tis true, the work- 
ings of it are aac ; 3s the pulſe doth not always beat alike, but ſometimes more 
violent, . and -yor-ranel more remiſs; ſo this ſpiritual pulſe js not always in equal mo- 
tion,; ſometimes it beats, ſometimes ; it intermits,but returns a __ thoſe ſcorners who 
as a meer notion, yet 
they are not free from inward gripes : conſcience arreſts them in the Naine of that God 
whom they deny ; although they are without faith, they are not without fear : defy 
rate ſinners ruffle it for a time, and dreach themſelves in ſenſual pres, to quench | 5 
ſcintila anime, that vital ſpark which ſhines and ſcorches at once ; L but all in vain; 
for it happens to them as to MalefaRors, who for a time drown the apprehenſion of 
their danger in a. Sea of drink; but when the fumes are evaporated, As yo (Gicully 
ponder 
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ponder their offences, they tremble in the fearful expeQatior| of the Axe of Gallows: 
A ſinner may conceal his fears from others, dnd appear jolly and brave, when conſCi- 
ence ſtings him with ſecret remorſe; as a Clock ſeems to be calm and till ro the eye ; 
but 'ris full of ſecret motions within ; under a merry countenance there may be a bleed- 
ing heart: To conclude, fo far is a ſinner from being able to quench theſe terrours, that 
many times the more they are oppoſed, the more powerful they grow ; thus many 
who for # time breathed nothing but defiance to conſcience, and committed fin with 
reedineſs, 'yet-conſcience hath with ſuch fury returned upon them, that they have run 
i prophanene(s to ſuperſtition, as' fugitive ſlaves are forc'd back to theit Maſters, 
and ſerve in the vileſt Drudgery, fearing ſevere puniſhments. RE En agent 
2. The beſt men who enjoy a ſiveet calmneſs, and are not diſquieted with the ter- 
rours of Conſcience, they abhor that DoErine which ditcards the fear of a Deity ; ſo 
that thoſe who are moſt freed from theſe terrours, believe them to be radicated in-na- 
ture, ang Og upon truth ; 'and thoſe who eſteem thery vain, are moſt furiouſly 
tormented with them ; in which reſpe& rhe Divine goodneſs ſhines forth in the great- 
eſt luſter - towards thoſe who love and'fear him, and his juſtice againſt thoſe who con-' 
temn it; "thus Caligula who was the boldeſt Atheiſt in the world, yet when it Thundred, 
ran with'trembling under his bed, as if God from Heaven had ſummoned him to judg- 
ment; 'whereas Socrates, who was the Heithens Martyr, died with the ſame tranquilli- 
ty of ſpirit wherein he lived. Tent I EA TT 
3- Tis worthy of our ſerious thoughts that theſe terrours of conſcience are moſt 
dreadful when the ſinner approaches death ; the ſenſe of guilt which before was ſnjo- 
thered, is then revived ; conſcience like a ſleeping Lyon awakes and deſtroys at bnce ; 
experience tells us many ſinners who have lived 1n a ſenſeleſs, dic in a deſpetate man- 
ner; and from whence doth this proceed but from the preſages of a fitute judgmeiit! 
conſcience anticipates the vengeance of God; then the Alarums are encteaſt, and the 
ſtorm is' more violent ;. for the ſoul being ſenſible of its immortal nature, extends its 
fears to Eternity, and trembles at him who lives for ever, and can puniſh for ever. © 
Arguaget J- The conſent of Nations agrees in the belief of a God ;- although the 
Gentile Mid groſly miſtake the life and eſſence of the infinite Deity, imagining himito 
be of ſome humane form and weakneſs, and in this re{pe& were' withonr God” in! the 
world ; 'yet they conſpired in the acknowledgement of a Divinity ; the multipliciry of - 
their falſe gods ſtrengthens the Argument; it being clear they would rather have-any 
God than none ; and this belief cannot be an impoſture, becauſe "tis "77 
Firſt; Univerſal; What Nation ſo barbarous as not to worſhip a God ? certainly that 
which is common to all-men, hath a foundation in nature. od ae Lo and 
- Secondly, *Tis'perpetual;' falſhoods are not long livd ; but the CharaQter and Im- 
preſſion of God is indelebly* ſealed upon the ſpirits of men.' Thus we fee the Univerſal 


Reaſon of. the World to Determine there is a God. F304 | 
2. The Scripture proves there is a God to Faith ; P/al. 19. David ſpeaking of the 

double manifeſtation of God by his Works and his Word, appropriates a converting 
power to the Word ; this exceeds the diſcovery of God in the Creation, in reſpect of 
its clearneſs and efficacy : P/al. 138. 2. Thou haſt magnified thy Word above all thy Name. 
There are more apparent Characters of God's Attributes and Perte&ttons in the'Scrip- 
ture, than in the Book of Nature ; in the Creation there is Veſtigium, the. toot-print of 
God; but in the Word-there is /mago, his Image and lively Repreſentation :''As the 
Angels when they aſſumed viſible bodies, and appeared unto men; yet by the bright- 
neſs and'Majeſty of their appearance, diſcovered themſelves ro be-above ari humane 
Original ; fo the Scriptures although conveyed to us in ordinary language and words, 
yet by their authority and ſanity evidence their Divine deſcent ; and that there is.2 
holy and righteous God from whom they proceed. ID 

There is a vehement Objection urged by Atheiſts in all Ages We may hear the Tragedian thus reſenting it: 
2gainſt a Divine Providence, and conſequently againſt God's Be- OT Char wt! 
ing : the afflited ſtate of innocency and goodneſs, and the piuters *eads three Nos 
proſperous ſtate of oppreſſion and wickedneſs. Honeſt men ſuf- Pune ite, Tonohs Fenien 
fer, whiteſt the unrightzous and prophane ſivim in the Streams Prodeſſe hs Lies th Ya Hippol. 
of Proſperity ; hence they -concluded- fortuna certa, aut incerta SE 
natura, had the charge of theſe ſublunary things ; even the holy Prophet himſelf was P!uterch and 
liable to rhis remptarion; - Pſal. 73. 9, Lo, I1, 12, 13, 14. he ſaw that as the clean Crea- Ls on 
tures were ſacrificed every day, the Turtle and the Lamb, the Emblems of innocency rendred tati- 


and charity, whileſt the Swine, and , other unglean Creatures were ſpared ; ſo good me wer 
men were harraſt with troubles, when' the wicked were exempted, and this ſhook his method of the 
Faith ; bur by ertring into the Sanfluary of God, where he underitood their end, he comes IE IFE: 
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off with Victory. Now for the removing this Objection, Conſider, 

Firſt, we are not competent Judges of God's actions ; we ſee but one halt of Eze- 
kiels Viſion ; the Wheels, but not the eye in the Wheels ; nothing but the Wheels on 
which the world ſeems diſorderly to run, not the eye of Providence which governs 
them in their moſt vertiginous changes : The actions of God do not want clearneſs, but 
clearing : What we cannot acquit, 1s not to be charged on God as unjuſt ; the ſtick 
which is ſtraight, being in the water ſeems crooked, by the refration of the. beams 
through a double medium ; we ſce through fleſh and ſpirit, and cannot diſtinly judge 

_ the ways of God ; but when we-are not able to comprehend the particular reaſons of 
his diſpenſations, yet we muſt conclude his judgments to be right, as will appear by 
obſerving, | 

289, The ſufferings of the righteous do not blemiſh God's juſtice. 

x1, God alwaies ſtrikes an offender, every man keing guilty in reſpe& of his Law. 
Now though love cannot hate, Jet it may be angry : and upon this account, where 
the judgments of God are a great deep, untathomable by any finite underſtanding, yet bis 
righteouſneſs ftandeth like the high Mountains, (as it is in Pſal. 36.) viſible-to every Jes 
if the moſt righteous perſon ſhall look inward, and weigh his 'own carriage and deſert, 
he muſt necelifarily .glorife the juſtice and holineſs of God in all his proceedings. 

2. The afflictions of good men are ſo far from-ſtaining God's juſtice, that they mani- 

feſt his mercy ; for the leaſt ſin being a greater evil than the greateſt afflition; God uſes 
temporal croſles to prevent or deſtroy {in; he imbitters their lives to wean their affecti- 
ons from the World, and to create in them ſtrong deſires after heaven ; as long as the 
waters of tribulation are on the earth, ſo long they dwell in the Ark ; but when the 
Land is dry, even the Dove it {clt will be wandring, and defile it ſelf: When they are 
afflicted in their outward man, it is that the inward man may be revived; as birds are 
brought to perfeQion by the ruins of the ſhell; that is not a real evil which God uſes as 
an one to ſave us. Who will eſteem that Phyſirian unjuſt, who prevents the death 
of his Patient by giving a bitter potion ? 

3. If the Righteous be thus aiilicted upon earth, we may conclude there is a reward 
in the next World ; if they are thus ſharply treated in the way, their Country above, 
where God is their portion and happineſs. 

Thirdly, The temporary proſperity of the wicked reflets no diſhonour upon God's 
juſtice or holineſs; for God meaſures all things by the Standard of. Eternity ; a thous» 
ſand years to him are as one day. Now we do-not charge a Judge.with unrighteouſ: 
neſs, if he defer the execution of a MalefaQor for a day ; the longeſt life of a ſinner 
bears not that proportion to eternity ; beſides, their reprieve increaſes and ſecures their 
ruin ; they are as Grapes which hang in the Sun till they are ripe, and fit for the Wine- 
Preſs. God ſpares them now, but will puniſh them for ever; he condemns them to 
proſperity in this world, and judges them not worth his anger, intending to pour forth 
the vials of his wrath on them in the nexr. 

Fourthly, The more ſober Heathens have concluded from hence there is a judge- 
ment to come; becauſe otherwiſe the beſt would be moſt miſerable, and the un _ 
proſperous ; from hence they have inferred, that becauſe all things are diſpenc'd in a 
Pro PEeIOns manner to the juſt and unjuſt in this world, therefore there muſt be an aſter- 
reckoning. 

Fiſthly, There are many viſible examples of the goodneſs and juſtice of God in this 
World; either in rewarding afflicted innocency, or puniſhing proſperous iniquities. He 
that ſhall read the ſtory of Joſeph, and conſider that wondertul chain of cauſes managed 
by the Divine Providence ; how God made uſe of the treachery of his brethren, not as 
a ſale, but aconveyance ; how by the Priſon he came to the Principality, muſt conclude 
rhere is a watchful eye which orders all things: And how many inſtances are there of 
God's ſevere, and impartial juſtice ? there is no State or Hiſtory but preſent ſome exam- 
ples ; wherein an exact proportion in the time, meaſure and kind between the ſin and 
puniſhment, is moſt conſpicuous ; the unnatural ſin of Sedow was puniſh'd with a ſuper- 
natural ſhore of fire and brimſtone : Pharaoh had made the River guilty of the blood of 
che Hebrew Infants ; his firſt plague is the turning of the River into blood ; Adenibezec 
1s juſt ſo ſerved as he did by the ſeventy Kings ; Fudas who wanted bowels for his Lord, 
wanted bowels for himſelt in life and death ; for he hanged himſelf, and his bowels 


guſhed out ; and thus the puniſhment as a hand, points at the fin, and convinces the 
World of a Deity. | 


Uſe 1. This is juſt matter of tefrour to Atheiſts, which are 
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Firſt, To thoſe who are praQtical Atheiſts, Yea, in Life, who live down this thith, 
denving God in their lives. Sad and certain it is, that many who pretend they know 
God, yet ſo live, as if there were no Deity to whom they muſt give an account; ſuch 
are the ſecure, that ſleep in ſin, notwithſtanding all God's thunder ; and if eyer, ſleep 
were the true image of death, this is the ſleep. "x he ſenſual, who are ſo loſt ir carnal 
pleaſures, they ſcarce remember whether they have a ſoul ; if at an time conſeience 
begins to murmur, they relieve their melancholy thoughts with their compa 
cups, like Saul, ſending for the Muſick when the evil ſpirit was upon him. The incor- 
rigid, who notwithſtanding the deſigns of God's mercy to reduce them; ; although 
Providences, Ordinances conſpire to bring them off from their” evil waies ; yet they 

perſiſt in their diſobedience : Let ſuch contider it is not a looſe and ineffeQive afſen 
the being and perſetions of God which will ſave them ; God is not glorified by an'uii- _ 
active faith ; nay, this wul put the moſt dreadful accent, and the moſt killing ap 
tions on their ſins ; that believing there is a God, they dare preſumptuouſly offen 
and provoke the Almighty to jealouſie,as if they were able either to evade,or to ſuſtair 
his wrath ; 'tis the greateſt prodigy 1n the World to believe there 1 iS 2 God, and yer to. 
diſobey bim; this rcnders them inexcuſable at the laſt. 

Secondly, To thoſe who are Atheiſts,” Vote, in Deſire, Pſal. 14, The fool bath faid in 
his bears there is wo God ; the heart is the Fountain'of defires," 'he' wiſhes there” were no 
God ; this Atheiſm ſprings from the former ; men live/as if there 'were no God, and. 
then with there were none; guilt alwaies begets fear, and fear hatred ; and'thi fit firikes 
at the being of the objec that is'hfted;” as Malefadtors deſire there were no Serge os 
Judge; that they mighr eſcape deſerved Puniſhment. Well, their deſires are as Viſible to 
God as their actions are to men, *and'in-the day' of Revelation there will be a ' proporti- 
on of Wrath anſwerable to the Wickedfies of their hearts,” © | 

Thirdly, To thoſe who are Atheiſts, Fadicio, in opinion:; theſt low tuiaſi "k 
of time atiord us many of theſe Monſters "for many to reconcile their p rinci Spe 
their praQices, thar they may'u diſturbedly: enjoy their luſts, 'take this as* 
potion, that there is'no God ; bu ets is the moſt irrational and im ous blaf 

x, trrational ; forthe Name of God is'\writtetr in fo fair a CharaQer ypon this unive 
fal frame, that even whiFt men run they'thay'read it ; and therefore God never wrought 
2 mitacle to convince Atheiſm, becaulT his ordinary \ works <onvitie Ice e it; M reover, 
the riotion of a Deity'is A inthe, y tmp on the'T tbles of all Je that't 
ny God, is to kill the foul int E fue et 7 prine "Mr 
to leave never « vital ſpark or {ted ': "tis as if a1 ungracio 
ſhould deny he ever had-a Father. "He hat does ungod God, does unman hi 

'z.” Tis the moſt? impious ; *tis formally Deicidium, "a killing of God as mach x as wy | 
them lies'; but there are no Atheiſts in*hell, the Devils believe and'tremble ; he that 
willingly quenches that Fight whicti'is « planted) in his breaſt,” he' is aſſing from that vo- 
luntary/darkneſs'toa'worlſe;- like an'o ender on the Scaffold; he'd$þ bur bliy lind 
to have his head cutoff; he goes font inward darknefs'to utter darkneſs. 10> + 

'Ofe >, Let's ef abliſh dur carts tho belief of re Rſs 3 ie bone lr es th J 
World is wholly diſpoſed to Atheiſm; 4&the'Seri 5 the 
World to their Atheiſhi- ad Profancnefs:: 16'it foretdfls" 
Age will be Atheiſm and Infidelity. Luk. 188. Roni hs 
ſhall be' find Faith on "the" earth 2- it' were tmpoſlible "there" 
tradiction-between' the- lives of men and this fundgi "they wit 
alliranee dab tes ho xelieve it. Pſal. 14.1. The foot Fab fas iu his has Hire *75 ng 
God'; they are corrit '\ bave done \abomtnable works,” "there"if" owe 'that'deth' good. 
Atheifin is the roor'of Prophaneriels”;” moreever, the ſpiritual myfteries' of Religion, 4 
which exceed the- flight of reaſon, 'are'o poſed 1 by many updir” * account 'of their 
Atheiſm they queſtion the trath: of: 5 Brito: and, NEE ſypernatu- 
ral Revelations7? l&ttis then treaſure up this tfuth © / | 

"Firſt, *Asthe foundation of faith';; ; oy all th the truths of Relip off ſpring from this as 
their common ptinciple';*the wates fthe root will cauſe the branches to flouriſtt ; 
ſo 6 anbaayroa bo of this will render ar aſſet to che docrine of the Goſpel mbre dear 
an on "1 3IL Sd ra:7 1 
| Seeondly; 'AS' the Soonenic of dbedience-;\ the true and ſound belief of ey very holy 
truthvahvaies includes #correſpondefiey in the believer to the thing believed" and rhis 
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muſt deſcend from the underſtanding to the aftetions, and the converſation : Now the 
fundamental duties which we are .to Pay to.God, are, love, fear, dependance and ſub- 
miſſion to the will of his Law, and of his Providence. | 

1. Love: He is the ſupream objeCt of love for his excellencies and benefits, P/al. 
5.11. Let them alſo that love thy Name rejoyce in thee ; the Name of God imports thoſe 
glorious Attributes whereby he hath expreſt himſelf to us ; all the excellencies of the 
creature. meet.eminently in him, and all their imperfections are removed; in him there 
is nothing ynlovely. . In worldly things how refined ſoever they be, there 1s an allay 
of dregs ;' the all that is in them is mixed with corruption ; but in God the all that he 
is, is. perfetion,; .in.the moſt glorious creature as a, creature, there is aliquid nihili, 
ſome unperfetion, , it is not exaQly fitted for the ſoul ; but God is the Adequate and 
compleat obje&t of our love.. There is ſuch an infinite eminency in God, that we are 
obliged to a proportionable affeQtion ; the firſt-and great Commandment is, Matth.2.2. 
6.' Thow ſhalt love the.Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with al thy ſtrength : all the 
Linds and degrees of ourlove are due to him ; we muſt put no bounds nor limits to it ; 
in him 4c muſt begin, in him it muſt end; a remiſler love is a degree of hatred ; we diſ- 
arage his excellencies by the coldneſs of our affeAions. O had we but eyes to ſee his 
al how would all the excellencies of the creatures become a very Glow-worm that 

only glitters in the night! 
er, God planted this affteQtion in the nature:'of man, that it might be termi- 
nated upon himſelf as its center and treaſure. As our natural;faculties are fitred for their 
leveryy Ghecs ; the eye for colours, the ear for, founds, the palate for taſts; ſo love js 
fitted for God, that being as the Soveraign which ſways all'our powers. Love is called 
pondus. anime, that ſets all the wheels in the, Clock of the ſoul a going ; this ſets the 
underſtanding a-work in the ſerious contemplation;of the Divine excellencies , it di- 
verts the thoughts from.other things, and-fixes.them, og God ; it excites ſtrong deſires, 
and carneſt aſpirings after him; it ſtirs-up;zeah, which is lama aworis, love in a flame 
to remove. all: obſtacles which hinder, the moſt;intimate union with him ; it produces 
joy, When the ſoul repoſes its {e}f in God, and;with infmite ſyeetneſs poſſeſſes him ; it 
cauſes the greateſt diligence, alacrity, and reſotutian in all our. waies to pleaſe him : for 
love. is ever the ſpring 2nd rule of all, our actions ; ſuch as it is, ſuch likewiſe will they 
>: thus we may {ge that God (as there is in, him a union of all excellencies). chal- 
lenges.the-moſt inten(e. and vehemenr degree of our love, he being.ooly fitted for it; and 
that our love being a {uperlgtive affeqion, is only proper to God z and therefore to love 
-Or 40 an, equal mannex.to;him, is toNeify the creature, to 


,' and (o.1t, renders; he or of Idolatry.in a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
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med our bodies, ſo that all the parts conſpire for the ornament and ſervice of the whole ! 
P/al.139. 15. Thine eye did ſee my ſubſtance being yet imperfeft, and in thy book ibere all my 
members written ; and therefore La#tantius {aid truly, hominem non patrem efſe ſed gent 
randi Miniſtrum ; man is only rhe inſtrument which the Lord doth uſe for the effeRing 


of his purpoſe to raiſe the beautiful Fabrick of mans body : Now if wecatre. obliged to 


expreſs the deareſt love to our Parents, with how much greater treaſon ſhould we love 
God, who is the fountain of all our beiags 2? fe 40H. 46 

He hath breathed into man a ſpiritual, immortal, rational ſoul, which is more worth 
than the whole world; #his is in ſome ſort a ſpark and ray of Divine brightneſs; 'tis 
capable of God's Image, 'tis a fit companion for Anpels, to joyn with them in the prai- 
{es of God, and enjoy a bleſſed eternity with them. Tis capable of communion with 
God himfſeif, who is thefountain of life and happineſs. The ſoul is endowed with thoſe 
faculties which being terminated upon God, it enjoys an infinite and everlaſting bleſſed- 


neſs. The underſtanding by knowledy' reſts in God as thefirſt and higheſt i» genere veri ; 


the will by love embraces. him as the laſt and greateſt-4» genere boni ; and ſo receives 
perfetion and fatisſaftion, which is the incommunteable priviledge of the rational ſoul. 
| 1a1 < jets. they are confined to earthly 

things ;/ but the ſoul of man may enjoy the: poſſefliion and' fruition of God, who is the 
Supreme and Soveraign good. Now this ſhould inflame our love to God ; he formed our 
bodies, he inſpired our fouls. Moreover, if we conſider our lives, we ſhall find a chain 
of mercy'which reaches from one end to the other of them, |: © ILL 
How many Miracles of providence'do we enjoy in our'preſervation ? how many un- 
ſeen dangers do we eſcape ?-:how: great are our daily-ſipplies? | The (proviſions we -re- 
ceive, do ſerve not only for-neceflity, but for delight; -every day we have the proviſi- 


ons of meat and drink not-only to cure hunger, and allour thirſt, 'but'to refreſh the 


heart, and to'make us chearful in our-work ; vornetitg up with the bounties 
of God : Now what ſhall we- render to. the Lord forall: his benefits ? he defites: our 
lovey this ts the 'moſt proper return we can. make; for fove is of an openitigand expan- 
five quality- cling forth*the heart 3 Qur-love within ſhould break forth to cloſe with 
God's love without ; the love of obedience in us, with the love of favour and bounty. 


in him. Tis a principle-of nature \deeply* implanted! inthe heres of men,” to return 


love for love ; nay, the very Beaſts are not deficient inthis; -Eſay 1.3.-The'Oxe knows 
his owner, andthe-Aſſe his Maſter's Crib Thoſe Creatures which are of /all the 'moſt 
ſtupid and heavy; reſpect their'feeders, -and i expreſs/durtib fgns'of love unto them. 
How much'more ſhould wei loye God; who ſpreads our: Table, fillsour- Cup,.and cauſcs 
his Sun-t6 ſhine; and his Rain to falt on-us> *Tis ani argument of Secret-Atheiſm in the 
heart, that in the confluence'of mercies w# enjoy; we'do*not-look' ap to the Author of 
them, a$ if common mercies, were vhe effefs' of Chaies, 22nd: not of-providence; if 
man conſtantly relieves ourwants,\ we-judge'ir the moſt birbarous'diſfingentiity not'to 
repay tove to/him'; but God loads us withhis benefifs' every day; his wiſdom: is al- 
ways biilied toferve his'mercy, and'his: mercy to ſerve our neceſſities,” but we are' in- 
fenſible and 'unaffeRed ;- ind; yer the meaneſt mercy'/as-it eomes from'God hath an ex- 
celleney ſtampt upon'ir. * We ſhould upbraid our ſouls ſor ou? coldief3ito God; xvery 
where weeneounter ſenſible demonſtrations of his ove tous 5 inevery moment of our 
lives we have ſome pledges of. his gvadne(s Let Ws: liptit 6ud Torth tt this/ Mountain 
of fire; 1et:th6'renewed as of-his boutity  confttala Ub to-love hint; we fliould love 
him for RisexceHlehcy, though'we land no benefit by -hiri'f Bay; though he hated-ns; we 
are boundto/ love him 3//as he is tral: aniable-in Hitifelfy! how much fore when'he 
draivs us'with the cords of a\man, with bands of $6962 "Whoſoever Yequites the fove-of 
God with hatred; (as everyimpenitenitſianer doth) puts off the nature of man, and de- 


.” 
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2. Fear; this'is thatietdrnal reſpect which is :dus/t&/6ur Creator; #n humble rever- 
ence weowe to him; #9 he's infinitely above us ; the holy Angel\"edver. their faces 
when they: have the cleereſt views of his glory : B/ay 52%, 3." The Lord is repreſented 
as fitting on a Throne, and thiS$eraphims food about, 'vach having ſix wings; with tivain he 
covered his face, and withtwainhis feet, ant with twain ii bt fly ; ahd one- cried to ano- 
ther, Holy,. holy,” boly'Lord of: Hoſts,"the\wphole earth is full of his glory © The Angels are 
pure and innocent Creatures; they fear \not his angry juſtice, - but they: adore his excel- 
lencies and pertetions; he's a dread option a molt Serene Majeſty.” Penal fear ts'in- 
confiſtent wth the joys of itaven, but the-fear of idmirarion is perſetted there; and 
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in this ſenſe the fear of Godtont inues Dag nh. In all our addreffes to himwe- 


ſhould compoſe our ſpirits,” by -the-awfal apprehenſion of thar infinite diſtance which is 
between God and us. Feelef.:5.2. Let not thine heart: be haſty to utter any thing before 
; God ; 
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God; for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth ; the greateſt diſtance in nature is but an 
;mpcri;ect diſcovery how much we are beneath God ; 'tis the effe&t of grace to repre- 
ſent the divine being and glory ſo to the ſoul, that in the moſt ſocial duties it may have 
impreſſ;ons of fear; Pal. 2.11. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoyce with trembling, We 
ſhould fear his greatneſs and power, in whoſe hands our life and breath, and all our 
ways are ; the fear of God having its actual force upon the ſoul, 1s operative and inſtru- 
mental to holy walking, from whence the fear of God is taken in Scripture for the whole 
duty of man, it being an introduction to it. The fear of God and keeping his command. 
ments are joyned together, £ccleſ. 12. 13. This is the prepofitus which governs our acti- 
ons according to God's will ; this is a watchful Centinel againſt the moſt pleaſant 
cemprations ; it kills delight in fin, (by which the integrity of moſt men is loſt ;) for 
delight cannot dwell with. fear ; this is the guard and ſecurity of the ſoul in the days of 
trouble ; the fear of God countermines the fear of men ; this cuts off baſe and unworthy 
complyings ; therefore the Lord brings this as an Antidote againſt the baſe fear of men ; 
Iſa. 51.12, 13. Who art thou, - that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of a man that 4g die, and of the 
ſon of man, thar ſhall be made as graſs ? and forgetteſt the Lord:thy Maker, that ſftretcheth 
\ forth the Heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth 2 This: exalts a Chriſtian above 
humane frailty ,- and makes him deſpiſe the threatnings of the world , whereby 
many [are terrified: from their conſtancy. It is the moſt unreaſonable thing tobe Co- 
wards.to men and fearleſs of God, Men have. but finite power, and ſo they cannot do 
_ that hurt they would ; and they are under. the Divine providence, and therefore are 
d:fabled. from doing that hurt, which otherwiſe they could do ; but the power of God 
is-ablolyte.and-unconfined ; therefore our Saviour preſſes with vehemency upon his Diſ- 
 Ciples;; Mat. 10. 28, Fear not: them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the ſoul, but 
rather fear him who is able to deſtroy both body and ſoul in bell : He. lives for ever, and can 
punith for ever, therefore when duty and life cannot ſtand together, he that flies the 
Ds danger by delivering-up his ſoul, ap "7" the pain of; a moment for the torments of 
Timen C270t- Eternity :  Auſtin-upbraids the folly. of ſuch ; They fear the Priſon; but they fear not Hell ; 
ment Geben- they fear temporal torment, but they fear not the pains of anqucnebable fire; they fear the 
a_ _—m_ firſt but not the ſecond death. E631) 
Temporalem, 11 3» Dependance,,in reſpeR of his All-ſufficiency to ſupply ,our wants ; and Omnipo- 
non penes ig- xency £0: ſecure us from dangers. | | 


ns eternt ; ti- 


ment modicon -:-Frlt; his All-ſufficiency..can ſupply our wants ; he is_ the Sun, Fountain and Mine 
mori, non «- Of all;that is. good ;. from hence the' Prophet glories in God, Habbak..3.17, 18, Al- 
rerwum mori. though the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſball fruit be in. the. Vines ; the labour of the 
Olives ſhall fail,- and the fields: ſhall yield no meat: ;, the Flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, 
and there; ſhall be ne herd in the' ſtalls ; yet I will rejoyce in the; Lord, I willjoy in the God 
of my. ſalvation. ..- He expreſſes not only things for'delight, as the fruit of the Vine and 
f8-tree, but things for necellity, as the meat of the field, and the flocks of the fall, and 
the utter failing of theſe together ; for otherwiſe.the want of .one .might be ſupplied 
by; the enjoyment, of 'another.. Now in the abſolate loſs of theſe ſupports and comforts 
of life, the Prophet-faw all-things in God ;: want of all outward things:is infinitely re- 
_ eompencd in-the-prefence of -God : The Sun-needs [not the glimmering; light of the 
Stars to make day;;:God without the aſliſtance.of the Creatures can make-us. really hap- 
2M Py. ;. in the enjoying. of him ;we.have all things, and that to. the greateſt advantage. 
The things of this-world-deceive our expectations, and draw: forth our. corruptions ; 
but in God we enjoy them more refinedly ; and more ſatisfyingly ; the dregs off fin and 
ſorrow being removed ;. by poſlefling God there is no burden ,which'we are. not able to 
bear, but he takes.it away, our wants, weakneſs and ſufferings ; and there is no excel- 
lency-ot his which we are able to enjoy, but he conveys to; us, his grace, his glory; 
There 1s true riches in his favour, true honour in his approbation, - true pleaſure in his 
peace, He is the treaſure and-triumph of the _ "Lam. 3. 2:4: The Lord is my portion, 
Jaith-my ſoul,” therefore will T hope in him : He is {uch a portion,! that all temporal croſſes 
canact hinder its influence on vs, and his jaftuxive preſence makes heaven ; he is a por- 
tjon.that cannot; be loſt, he inſeparably abides with the ſoul.'. | 
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lar-good in, the Creature, which draws men.afide. , Thoſe who, want the: light of faith 

(which d.ſcovers God's Alleſufticiency,only, admire preſent; and {enſible things ; and to 

obtain theſe, they depert from. God ; but. the more eagerly..they ſeek after theſe tem-. 
209 3” | | poral 
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poral good things, the further they run from the fountain of goodneſs, which alone 
ean {weeten the beſt things we enjoy ; and counterbalance their abſence. The Creatures 
are but of a limited benignity, the neceſſity of their number proves rhe meanneſs of 
thcir value ; but one God anſwers all, he's an infinite and indefeQtive good ; he is for 
all the powers ot ſoul and body, to hold them in their pleaſant exerciſe, and to give 
them reſt ; he is alone able to impart happineſs, and to preſerve that happineſs he im- 
arts. PETS: 1 
: Secondly, his Omnipotency can ſecure us from dangers. The Creation is a ſanding 
Monument of his Almighty Power ; for what but Omnipotency could out of hothing 
produce the beautitul Fabrick of heaven and earth z man cannor' work without miateri- 
als, but God doth ; and that which exalts his power, is, that he made it by his Word ; 
he ſpake the Word, and they were made, faith the Plalmiſt, Pal. 33. 9. There wenit io 
greater pains to the World's Creation, - than God's command, hee 
Moreover, -the World is preſerved from periſhing by the power of its Maker. © Cer- 
tainly, without the ſupport of his mighty hand, the:World had long 'before this tinie 
relapſed to its primitive nothing : Many inſtances we have of his power, in thoſe mi- 
raculous deliverances which he hath ſhewn to his people in their extremity ; ſometimes 
by ſuſpention of the Works of Nature: "Hs dividing the Red Sea, and making it as a ſo-- 
lid Wall, that the Iſraelites might have a ſecure paſſage ! his ſtopping the Sun in its courſe, 


that Joſhua might have time to deſtroy bis enemies! his Jaſpending the ature of th « fire 
that it might not ſo much as finge the garments of the three Hebrews { his ſhutting the 
mouth of the devouring Lyons, and returning Daniel in ſafety from that dreidfid Den!" At 


oo 
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are nor all theſe, and many others of this kind, nor only the pregnant teſtimoni 
love, but the everlaſting Characters of his Omnipotency. Moredver, that w 
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ra hich ex- 
» preſſes the power of God with as great a Juſtre, is the turning of the hearts of man 
cruel enemies from their intended rage to favour his people; thus did he change the 
heart of Eſaw, who had reſolved the death of his Brother ; that inftead 'of killing him, 
he expreſt the greateſt tenderneſs, and the moſt endearing affeRtions tanto him ; rh: 
did he ſo ſway the hearts of the Egyptians towards the oppreſſed [/raelites, that inſtead 
of ſecuring them under bondage, they encouraged their departure, by enriching them with 
jewels of fifver and of gold, Exod. 12. 35. Now our Guty ig, to glorifie this power of 
God, by placing our truſt on him. Pſal. 121. 2, 3. My be comes from the Lord, who 
made the heavens and the earth ; he will not ſuffer thy foot to be moved ; by dependance 
on God the ſoul is compoſed in the midſt of the moſt apparent ng 22 z as the upper 


ow. Thus David © 


My beart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed, I wil fing and give praiſe; and afterwards Pfal. 57. 7. 
when he triumphed over Hadadezer the King of Ze 


m_— we ſhould apply the power of God ; the cauſe of our perplexing fears, is our 
ow apprehenfion of God's power, and therefore when we are ſurrounded with diffi- 


when there are viſible meaps to reſcue us, we lift up our heads ; but our duty is in the 

greateſt extremities to glorifie his power, and to refer our ſelves ro his goodnels ; and 

though we cannot be certain that God will by miracles reſcue us from dangers, as he 
did many of his people in former Ages; yet we are fure he will ſo abate the power and 
force ot the moſt injurious enemies, as they ſhall not conquer the patience, nor break 
the hope of his-people. 

4. We owe perfect obedience to God's will ; viz. SubjeQion to his Commands, and 
ſubmiſſion to his Providence. 1. SubjeQtion to his Commands. As he is the firſt cauſe, 
ſo he is the Supream Lord ;- he rhar gave us life, muſt give us law : God hath an abſo- 
lute title to our ſervice as Creator ; this made the Pſalmiſt deſire the knowledge of 
God's Commandments in order to his obedience. Pſal. 119.73. Thy hands have made me, 
and faſhioned me, give me underſtanding, that I may learn thy Commandments ; he may leara 
this from the univerſal obedience of all creatures, thoſe which are without reaſon, ſenſe 
or lite, inviolably obſerve his commands. Eſay 48. 13. Mine hand hath laid the founda- 
#ions of the earth, and my right hand hath ſpan'd the heavens, when [ call to them ther hn 
#p together, as prepared to execute his commands. The inſenſible parts of the World 
are ſo compliant with his will, as to contradict their proper natures to ſerve his glory ; 
fire deſcends from heaven at his command ; the fluid Sea ſtands up as a ſolid wall in 

£edience to him ; this uptzaids our Degeneration and Apoſtaſie, that we who are moſt 


indebted 
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indebted to the goodneſs of our Creator, ſhould prove diſloyal and rebellious, when 
the inſeriour creatures:with one conſent ſerve and glorifie him. 

Laſtly, We owe ſubmiſſion to the will of his Providence ; . there is no ſhadow of ex- 
ception can be formed againſt his Soveraignty, ' he may do by right whatever he can do 
-by. power, therefore we ſhould acquieſce in his diſpenſations ; this conſideration filenc'd 
David, Pſal. 39.9. I held my tongue, and ſaid nothing, becauſe thou didſt it ; as the pre- 
ſence of a grave perſon in authority quiets a diſordered nfultitude ; ſo the apprehenſi- 
.on'of God's ſupremacy compoſes our riotous thoughts and paſſions ; unquietneſs of ſpi- 
rit in-troubles, {ſprings from the ignorance of God, and of our ſelves ; by impatience 
we cite God before qur Tribunal, and do as it were uſurp his Throne ; we ſet up an 
antiprovidence, as if his wiſdom ſhould be taught by our tolly ; and ſometimes in atti- 
Qions.we eye the next cauſe, but do not look upward to the Soveraign Diſpoler of all 
things, like Balaam, who ſtruck the Aſs, but did not ſee the Angel which oppoſed him ; thus 
from a brutiſh imagination we regard the viſible inſtrument of our trouble, but conſider 
not-the Providence of God in all ; from hence it is that our ſpirits are full of unquiet 
agitations ; we live continually upon ſelf-created Racks : Now the humble acknow- 
ledgement of God's hand, and the ſubmitting of our ſelves to his will, as it glorifies 
.God, {ſo it gives eaſe to us ; as there is the greateſt equity, ſo policy in our willing 
ſtooping to him, Row. 14. 11. As 1 live, ſaith the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and 
every tongue ſhall confeſs-to God ; He engages his life and honour for this: if there is not 
2 voluntary,there muſt be a violent ſubjection to him ; the wilful man never wants woe ; 
the ſpring of our daily miſery, as well as our fins is, oppoſition to God's will ; but the 
chearful reſignation to his Providence, what a bleſſed Pill of reſt is this to the ſoul 2? 
what a Sabbath from all thoſe ſinful and penal diſturbances which diſcompoſe our ſpirits ; 
tis a lower heayen ; for as in the ſlate of glory there is an unchangeable agreement be- 
tween the will of the Creator and the creature, ſo according to the ſame meafure and 
ee. wherein we conform our wills to God's, we proportionably enjoy the holineſs 


and bleſſedneſs of that ſtate. 


SERMON 


SERMON 
Sin the moſt formidable Evil: | 
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G E N. XXXIX. 9. 
How can T do this great Wickedneſs, and ſn againſt God ? 


HE Text is the Record of Joſeph's Innocence and Vidory, conſecrated in 
Scripture for the Honour and Imitation of that excellent Saint in ſucceeding 
Ages. He had been try'd by ſharp Afﬀictions, the conſpiring Envy of his 
Brethren, and the cruel Effects of it, Baniſhment and Servitude, and poſſeſt 
bis Soul in Patience : here he was encounterd by a more dangerous Temptation in an- 
other kind, and preſerv'd his Integrity. ACRE excites the Spirit to- ſerious Recol. 
lection, arms it with Reſolution to endure the Aſſaults, and ſtop the entrance of what 
is affliting to Nature : Pleaſure by gentle Infinuation relaxes the Mind to a looſe Secu- 
rity, ſoftens and melts the Heart, and makes it eaſily receptive of corrupt Imprelljons. 
Now to repreſent the Grace of God, that preſerved Foſeph, in its Radiance and Effi- 
cacy, we mult conſider the ſeveral Circumſtances that increaſed the Difficulty of the 
double Victory, over the Tempter, and himſelf. | 


| 1. The Tempter, his Miſtreſs, who had deveſted the native Modeſty of the bluſhin 

Sex, and by her Careſſes and Blandiſhments ſought to draw him to compliance with 
her Deſires. Her ſuperiour Quality might ſeem to make her Requeſt have the force of 
a Command over him. = nr on 

2. The Sollicitation, Lie with me, There are no Sins to which there is a ſtronger 
Tnclination in our corrupted Nature, than to Acts of Senfuality. The Temptation was 
heighten'd by the lure of Profit and Advancement, that he might obtain by her Favour, 
and Intereſt in her Husband, who was an eminent Officer in the Egyptian Court: and - 
the Denial would be extreamly provoking, both in reſped it ſeem'd to be a Contempt Regeratau i= 
injurious to her Dignity, and was a Diſappointment of her ardent expeRation. Hatred eg Jace 
'. and Revenge upon Refuſal, are equal to the Luſt of a» Imperious Whoriſh Woman. We Venerem argu- 

read the EfteQs of it, in this Chapter : for upon his rejecting her Deſires, inflam'd with —— 
Rage, and to purge her ſelf, ſhe turnd his Accuſer, wounded his Reputation, depriv'd jc 


Jcelus, Senec. 
him of his Liberty, and expos'd his Life to extream Peril. Foſeph choſe rather to lie Hppolirus. 


in the Duſt, than to riſe by Sin. os A 
3- The Opportunity was ready, and the Object preſent : tis ſaid, There was none of 
the Men of the Houſe within, She had the advantage of Secrecy to taſten the Tempta- 
tion upon. him. When a Sin may be eaſily committed, and eaſily conceald, the Re- 
ſtraints of Fear and Shame are taken off, and every Breath of a, Temptation is ſirong 
enough to overthrow the carnally-minded. The pureſt and nobleſt Chaſtity is from a 
Principle of Duty within, not conſtraind by the apprehenſion of Diſcovery and 
Severity. | 

4. The Continuance of the Temptation : She ſpake to him day by day. Her :Com- 
plexion was Luſt and Impudence, and his repeated Denigls were ineffectual to quench 
her incenſed Defires, the black Fire that darkned her Mind. She caught bim by the Gar- 
ment, ſaying, Lie with me : ſhe was ready to proſtitute her ſelf, and raviſh him. 

5. The Perſon tempted, Foſeph, in the flower of his Age, the ſeaſon of Senſuality, = 
when innumerable, by the Force and Swinge of their vicious Appetires, are impell'd to Fs 
break the holy Law of God. - DG 

6. His Repulſe of the Temptation was ſtrong and peremptory : How can [ de this 
great Wickedneſs 2 He felt no Sympathy, no ſenſual Tenderneſs, but expreſt an Impoſli- 
bility of conſenting to her guilty Deſire. We have in Foſeph exemplified that Property 0 | 
of the Regenerate, He that is born of God, cannot fin : by a ſacred potent Initin& in his t Jeb. 3. y, 


Breaſt, he is preſerved not only from the conſummate Acts, but recoils from the firſt 
Otters to it, 


Tttt 4, The 
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7. The Reaſons are ſpecified of his rejecting her polluting Motion. Behold, my Ma- 


fter knows not what is with me in the Houſe, .and he hath committed all that he hath to my 


Hands : there is none greater in his Houſe than I; neither hgth he kept back any thing from 
me but thee, becauſe thou art bis Wife :* How then 6du I dv this great Wickedneſs, and ſin 
againſt God 2 *T'was a complicated Crime of Injuſtice and Uncleannefſs ; a moſt injurious 
Violation of therſtrongeſt Ties of Duty and Gratitude to his Maſter, and of the {acred 
Marriage-Covenant to her Husband, and the fouleſt Blot to their Perſons : Therefore 
how can I commit a Sin {o contrary to natural Conſcience, and ſupernatural Grace, and 
provoke God 2 Thus I have briefly conſidered the Narrative of Foſeph's Tempration ; 


.and-that Divine Grace preſerved him untouched from-that contagious Fire, may be re- 


ſembled to the miraculous preſerving the three Hebrew Martyrs unſinged, in the midlt of 


the flaming Furnace. The Patience of Fob, and the Chaſtity of Foſeph, are tranſmitted 


- 


Plal. 106.” 


by the Secretaries of the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture, to be in perpetual Remembrance and 
Admiration. 
From this ſingular Inſtance of Foſeph, who was neither ſeduced by the Allurements 


of his Miſtreſs, nor terrified by the Rage of her deſpis'd Aﬀection, to ſin againſt God, 
I ſhall obſerve two general Points. 


? SHOT | ; 
I. That Temptations to Sin, how alluring ſoever, or terrifying, ought to be rejected with 
© \, Abhorrence. | 


I. That the Fear )of God is a ſure Defence and Guard againſt the ſtrongeſt Temptation. 


+ will explain and prove the firſt, and only ſpeak a little of the ſecond in a Branch 
of the Application. 


I. That Temptations to Sin, how alluring ſoever, or terrifying, are to be reje- 
| Oed with Abhorrence. , 


| There will be convincing Proof of this, by conſidering two Things. 


x. That Sin in its Nature, preſcinding from the Train of woful Effedts, is the grea- 
teſt Evil. F7s 


\*'2, That, relatively to us, it 1s the moſt pernicious deſtructive Evil. 

'T. That Sin conſidered in it ſelf is the greateſt Evil. This will be evident by conſider- 
ing the general Nature of it, as dire&ly oppoſite to God the ſupream Good. The De- 
finirion of Sin expreſſes its efjential Evil ; 'tzs the Tranſgrefſion of the Divine Law, and 
contequenrtily oppoſes the Rights of God's Throne, and obſcures the Glory of his Attri- 
butes tir a: exercis'd in the Moral Government of the World. God, as Creator, is 


our King, onr Enw.giver and Fudge. From his Propriety in us ariſes his juſt Title to 


Soveraign Power over us: Anow ye that the Lord he is God; "tis he that made us, not we 
our ſelves ; we are his People, and the Sheep of his Paſture. The Creatures of a lower 
Order are uncapable of ditunguifhing between Moral Good and Evil,and are determin'd 
by the weight of Nature to what is meerly fenſtble,and therefore are uncapable of a Law 
to regulate their Choice. But Man, who is endowed with the Powers bf Underſtand- 
ing and Eledtion, 'to 'conceive and chooſe what is Good, and reject what is Evil, is go- 
vernd by a-Law, the declared Will of his Maker : accordingly a Law, the Rule of his 
Obedience, was written in his Heart. | IEEE 3% 
Now Sin, the Tranſgreſſion of this Law, contains many great Evils. 


--x,-Sin 1s a-Rebellion againſt the 'Soveraign Majeſty of God, that gives the Life of 
Authority to the Law. Therefore Divine Precepts are enforced with the moſt proper 


and binding Motive to Obedience, 7 am the Lord. He that with purpoſe and pleaſure 


Pal. I 2. 4, 


Da. 7. 16. * 
Plal. 103. 20, 


commits Sin, 1mplicitely renounces his Dependance upon God, as his Maker and Go. 
vernour, over-rules the Law, and arrogates an' irreſponfible Licenſe to do his own 
Will:*” This is expreſt by thoſe Atheiſtical Deſigners, who ſaid, With our Tongue we will 
prevail, our Lips are our own; who is Lord over us > The Language of Adtions, . that is 
more"natural #nd convincing than of Words, declares that ſintul Men deſpiſe the Com- 
mands of God, / as if they were not his Creatures and Subjects. What a Diſhonour, what 
4 Diſpleaſure is it to the God ' of Glory, that proud Duit ſhould fly in his Face, and 
controul his Authority > He has tex thouſand times ten thouſand Angels that are high in 
Dignity, and excel in Strength; -waiting in'a Poſture' of Reverence "and Obſervance about his 
Throne, ready to do his Will : How provoking is it tor a deſpicable Worm ade 
ed *\ #0 | 1S 
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On Gam. XXX. 9; 


his Law, ant We his Hand apgaint him? Tt will be no Excuſe to ok He Cbinands 
of Men for Sin : for as much as God is niore glorious than-Men, fo much more are his - 
Commands to be reſpected and obeyed than Mens. When there 1s an evident Oppoliri- 
on between the Laws of Men and:of God, we muſt diſobey our Superiours, 'tho” we y 
diſpleaſe them, 'and obey our Supream Ruler. 'He that does what is forbidden, or 
negleds to do what is commanded by the Divine Law, to, pleaſe Men, tho” inveſted 
with the higheſt Soveraignty on Earth,” is. guilty of double ' Wickednels ; , of Impiety, 
in depoſing God; and Idolatry, in i. Men. 
Ir is gn extream Aggravation of this Evil, in that Sin as it is a diſclaiming our Ho- 
mage tMGod, ſo 'tis 1n true account's yielding SubjeQion to the Devil. For Sin is itt 
the ſtriteſ Propriety his Work. The Origina Rebellion in Paradiſe was by hits Temp- 
tation, and all the aQual and habitual Sins Df Men fince the Fall, are by his effi Peacigus 
Influence. He darkens the Carnal Mind, and ſvays the polluted Will ; he exci Aa 
inflames the vicious Aﬀections, and inperioulty rules in the Children of Difobed] dence. He 
is therefore ſtiled the Prince and God of this World,” And what more conrurnel ous 
dignity can there be, than the preferring to the glorions Creator of Heaven and Firth; 
a damned Spirit, the moſt ors d part of the Creation ? It is moſt reaſondble, "that the 
Baſeneſs of the Competitor, ſhould be a Foil to reinforce the Luftre of God's Authority : 
yet Men reje& God, and comply with the Tempter. O rodigions Perverſeneſs!* * 

>. Sin vilifies the ruling Wiſdom of God, that preferib'd the Law to Men., Althd the 
Dominion of God over us be Supreme and Abſolare. yet 'tis exercis'd according ta rhe 
Counſel of his Will, bv the beſt Means, for the beſt Ends ; ; he js,accordingly” ſti! ed by 
the Apoſtle, The eternal King, and only wiſe God. *Tis* the glorious'P ow $01 of his 
Soveraignty and Deity, that he can do no Wrong : for he ec as accore ing r0 
the Excellencies of his Nature. Particularly, 115 Wiſdom is (- relucent in lis Laws, 
that the ſerious Contemplation of it, will raviſh the ſincere Minds of Men into a Com- 
pliance with them. They are framed with exa&t Conv 'tuity to.che Nature of 'God, and 
his Relation to us, and to the Faculties of Man betore fie was corrupted. .From*hence 
the Divine Law being the Tranſcript not only of God's Will, MY fus Wiſdom, Hoh 
the Underſtanding and Will, our leading Faculties, to clteem arid an rove cnt 
and chooſe all his Precepts as beſt. Now Sin vilifies the Infinite: Bier | hp {ole 

nd the” 10h 


© 1 Beg Does 


d 4 Cor. 4. 4. 
& Ephel. 3. z. 


1 Tim. rx; 


with reſpe&t both to the Precepts of the Law, the Rule'sf our Duty?" 
annex'd to confirm its Obligation. Tt does conſtriAively rax the Precepts 7 as yu 
too rigid and ſevere 4 Confinement to our Wills'and/AQions. Thus the impuolis 
bels complain, The Ways of the Lord are not equal, as injurious tg thelf Liberty, ar 
worthy of Obſervance: What St. Fames faith, to correct the unc chprieeble, EN [oh 
Humour of forne in his time, Ze that ſpeaks Evil of his Brother, "uhd Judges his "0-Þe 
Jptaks Evil of the Law, and judges the Law, as an imperfect and ralli'Ryle, pps beret 
to Sinners int atly other kind. As an unskilful Hah by training tv0 hig hi, breaks the 
Strings of art Inſtrument, and fpoils the Mulick ;. fo the Stricthels and the Severity of 
the Precepts,” breaks the harmonious Agreement between the Wills, of Med.and the 
Law, ani caſts an Imputation of Impru ence upon the Law- giver. T his i 1s the Jpli 
cit Blaſphemy in Sin. 
Beſides, the Law has Rewards and Puniſhments, to. ticite our Rely Sig bed! 
ence to it. The wiſe God know's the Frame of the reaſonable Cr eature, what Are t 
inward Sprigs of our Ations ; and has according ly, pre ded fuch Morive 
Hope and Felf, the moſt ative Paſſions, as may | e GE us to per 
promiſes: i Favour that is better than Life, to the 


| dienc, "ahd_ threatens is Wra 
that is wo ſe? # Death, to the Retellious.” Now Sin makes. it evident,” that th Thee 
tives are novefſettual in the Minds of Men : And this reffets upon” the W iſdotn' Fx 
rg, A defeQive in not binding his SabjeQs firmly to rheig;Duty;" for itt 
Advanta age Or Pleaſure that may be gain'd by Sin, be greater-than the Reward: that: 1 
promiſe to Obedience, and the Puniſhment that is threatned againf{ the Tranilf 
the Laws ahable to reftzin from Sin, and the Ends of Governmet an ate not abrained. 
'Fhus Sinners in veiituringupon lorbidden things, reproach. the Viidertanding oof the 
Divine hn 20 ” hang | 
. Sinis x ontrariety tothe uſj par Halineſs or Of all the's Scious and be: 
nign Conſteflations of the Divine AttriLutes that thive ihe Law of Ge d, his Holineſs 
has the brighteſt Luſtre, God is holy itt all his Works,” Þut the" molt venerable ; 99 
precious Monument of his Holineſs is the Law. Fox the Holineſs of God cor : 
the Correſpondence of his' Will and Actions with his moral Periections, \\ iſdon , 
Goodneſs and Juſtice ; 4nd the Law is the perfect Copy of his Nature and Will. -*; "The 
FLO who had a purged Eye, faw and admir'd its "Purity and Perfe@ion.* The Cont. 
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mandment of the Lord is pure, inlightning the Eyes. The Word is very PrEeoerefere thy 
Servant loves it. Tis the perſpicuous Rule of our Duty without Blemiſh or Impertc- 
&ion 2 The Commandment is holy, juſt and good, It injoins nothing but whar is abſolutely 
Good, without the leaſt Tinure of Evil. The Sum of it is ſet down by the Apoſtle, 
to live ſoberly, that is, to abſtain from any thing that may ſtain the Excellence of an 
underſtanding Creature : To /zve righteouſly, which reſpeRts the State and Situation 
wherein God has diſpoſed Men for his Glory : It comprehends all the reſpective Du- 
ties to others, to whom we are united by the Bands of Nature, or of Civil Society, or 
of Spiritual Communion : And ts live godly, which includes all -the internal and out- 
ws Duties we owe to God, who is the Soveraign of our Spirits, whoſe WiWnuſt be 
the Rule, and his Glory the End of our Actions. In ſhort, The Law is ſo'form'd, that 
preſcinding from the Authority of the LOT, its Holineſs and Goodneſs lays an 


_ eternal Obligation on us to obey it.. Now. Sin is not. only by .Interpretation, a Re- 


tinguiſh the 'T 


- 


proach to the Wiſdom. and other Perfeions of God, but diretly and formally a Con- 
trariety to his Infinite Sanctity and Purity ; for it conſiſts in a not doing what the Law 
commands, or doing what it forbids. | *Tis therefore ſaid, . That the Carnal Mind is En- 
mity againſt God: An Active, immediate and irreconcilable Contrariety to his holy 


' Nature and Will : From hence there is a reciprocal Hatred between God and Sinners : 
| Ged is of purer Eyes than to behold Injquity, without an infinite Diſplicence, the Effects 


Þ So... 


of which will fall upon Sinners ; and tho' ys an. Impiety hardly conceivable, yet the 
Scripture tells us, that they are Haters of God, "Tis true, God by the tranſcendent Ex- 
cellence of his Nature is uncapable of ſuffering any Evil, and there are few in the pre- 
ſent State arrived to ſuch Malice, as to declare open Enmity and War againſt God. In 
the Damned this Hatred is explicit and direct, the Fever is heightned to a Frenzy, the 
blefſed God is the Object of their Curſes and Eternal Averfation : If their Rage,could 
extend to him, and. their Power were equal to their Deſires, they would dethrone 
the moſt High. - And the Seeds of this are in the Breaſts of Sinners here. As the 
fearſul'ExpeRation of irreſiſtible and fiery Vengeance increaſes, . their Averſation in- 
creaſes. T hey endeavour to raze out the Inſcription of God in their Souls, and. to ex- 

| zoughts and Senſe of rheir InſpeCor and Judge. They wiſh he were not 
All-eeing and Almighty, but Blind and Impotent, uncapable to vindicate the Honour 
of his defpiſed Deity. The Fool hath ſaid in his heart, there is no God. The Heart is the 
Fountain of Deſires, and Actions interpret the Thoughts and Aﬀections, from whence 
the Inference is dire& and concluſrve, that habitual Sinners, who live without God in the 


World, have ſecret Deſires ; there was -no Porngs Being, to obſerve and require an 


Account of all their Actions. The radical Cauſe of this Hatred is from the Oppoſiti- 
on of the ſinful polluted Wills of Men, to the Holineſs of God; for that Attribute ex- 


_ cites his Juſtice, and Power, and Wrath, to puniſh Sinners. Therefore..the Apoſtle 


ſenting of this Tmpiety, that a reaſonable Creature ſhould hate the bleſſed Creator for 

his moſt Divine Perfections, cannot -but ſtrike with Horror. O the Sinfulneſs of Sin ! 
4+ Sin is the Contempt and Abuſe of his Excellent Goodneſs.. . This Argument is as 

vaſt as God's innumerable Mercies, whereby he allures and obliges us to Obedience : 1 


ſaith, They are Enemies to God in their Minds through wicked Works. The naked repre- 


ſhall reſtrain my Diſcourſe of it, to three things. wherein the Divine Goodneſs, is very 


ſal. 139. 149 
IF, 16, 


Job 10. 8. 


which in continuance were faſhioned, 


conſpicuous, and moſt ungratefally deſpiſed by Sinners. ...1 oo ooo 
1/t, His rouge Goodneſs. 'Tis clear, withoudthe leaſt ſhadow of Doubt, that. no- 
thing can give the firſt Being to it ſelf; for this were to be before it was,which is. a dire 
Contradiction ; and is evident that God is the fole Author of our Beings. Our Parents 
afforded the groſs matter of our compounded Nature, but the Variety and Union, the 
Beauty and Uſefulneſs of the ſeveral Parts, which is ſo wonderful, that the Body is com- 
poſed of as many Miracles as Members, was the Deſign of his Wiſdom, ,and the Work 
of his Hands. The lively Idea and perfect Exemplar of that. regular Fabrick, was mo- 
dell'd in the Divine Mind. This afteted the PſaJmiſt with Admiration : +[ am fearfully 
and wonderfully. made : marvelouſly are thy Works, and that my Squl knows right-well. Thine 
Eyes did ſee my Subſtance, yet Ferng imperfett, and in thy Book all, my Members were written, 
when as yet there was none of them. And Fob obſerves, 

Thy Hands have made me and faſhioned me rqund about. The Soul, or principal PaPt, is 
ofa Celeſtial Original, inſpire { from, the Father of Spirits. The Faculties, of Under- 
ſtanding and Eleion, are the indelible Characters of our Dignity above the Brutes, 
and make us capable to pleaſe, and glorify, and enjoy him. Thus firſt and fundamen- 
tal Benefit, upon which all other Favours and Benefits are the SuperſtruQture, was the 
Effe& from an eternal Cauſe, his moſt free Decree, that ordained our Birth. in the ſpa- 
ces of Time, The Fountain. was Jus pure Goodneſs ; there Was.no Neceſity determin- 
: , | 5s By 10g 


Pd 


ing his Will, hadid not:want external declarative Glory; being.infinitely happy;ih him-. 

ſelf, and there could: be no ſuperiour Power to conſtrain-him. And that :whi þ tenders ; 
our Maker's Goodneſs more free and obliging, is the Confideration-he might have crea-) 
ted Millions.of Men, and left us in -our, native Nothing, and, as-I, may ſo ſpeak, ; Joſt 
and buried in perpetual Darkneſs. - Now, what was\God's end. in- making u$7 :Cer-' 
tainly it was-becoming his Infinite Underſtanding, that is, to communicate of hjs,own: 
Divine Fulneſs; and to be aQtively glorified by intelligent Creatures. - Accordingly. tis: 
ſolemn Acknowledgment .of rhe Repreſentative Church,*' Thou-art. worthy, O Lord; to: Rev. 4; xt: 
receive Glory, and Honour, and Power ;. For thou haſt created all Things, and for thy Plgas, 

- fare they were created. Who is ſo void of rational Seritiments, as ,not' to acknowledpe' 
'tis our indiſpenſable Duty, Our reaſonable; Service, to offer up our ſelves an intire living. E; 
Sacrifice to his Glory 2: What is more natural; according to the Law's of uncorrupt!Ngs: ; 
ture, (I might ſay, and of corrupt Nature, for the Heathens practiſed /it) than: that' 
Love ſhould: correſpond: with Love ; as the one deſcends in Benefits, the other; fwuld, 


% 


aſcend in Thankfulneſs. - As a poliſh'd Looking| glaſs: of Steel, i ſtrongly -reverbepates; 
the Beams of the Sun ſhining upon it, without lofing a ſpark of Light;thus the underſtand: - 
ing Soul ſhould refle the Aﬀection of Love upon-our bleſſed Maker,in:Reverence, and, 
Praiſe, and Thankfulneſs.: Now Sin breaks all thoſe ſacred Bands of-Grace.and Gratitudez 
that engage us to love and: obey God..,' He.is the juſt:Lord'of alt, our Faculties Intelle- 
Qual and Senfitive,and the Sinner employs them as Weapons of Unrighteouſnefs ageinl(t 
him. He preſerves us by his powerful--gracious Providetice, which 1s-a renewed-Crea-. 
tion every Moment, and the Goodneſs he uſes to us, the Sinner abuſes againſt-him,, This 


\ 


reaſonable Creature, the Divine Goodneſs might take. its'ziſe ro reward-him..;Th 
feigned and. excellent Goodnels, . the. Sinner outragiouſly deſpiles;;; for,whd boy ©: 
Contempt can'be expreſt againſt a written Law, than.thg tearing/at-in;pieces, and -grimn- 
pling it under foot ? And this conſtructively the Sinner does to the Kam ok God oh 

| Contempt extends to the gracious Giver of it, Thus the. Commandment that.was org 
wnto Life, by Sin was found unto Death. 7 ona ily enonnonds gd act) 

(3:): Sin 48 an. extream:vikifying. of God's Goodneſs, in” prefe Can 

to his Favour, -and Communion with him, wherein the Lite, 

of the reaſofable Creature conſiſts, . God: is. Infinite-3n, all poſſible. Pe 

cient to make us compleatly and eternally happy; he-diſdains'to hay 
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Sin is founded in bozo jacunds, ſomerhing that- is deleable to the Carnal Nature: 'tis 
the univerfal ChdraQer of Carnal Men, 7hey are Lovers of Pleaſure more than Lovers of 
G6. ' To ſome, Riches are the moſt alloring Objea. The young Man in the Goſpel, 
when our Saviour'commanded him to give hi Eſtate to the Poor, and he ſhould have Trea- 

ſure-in Heaven, went away forrowful, as if he had been ofter'd to his loſs. To others, the 

Pleaſures that in ſtrict Propriety are ſenſaal, are moſt charming, Love is the Weight 

of the Soul that turns it, not like a dead Weight of the Scates, but with Election freely 

' to its Obje@ : in the carnal Ballance the preſent Things of the World are of conſpicu- 

ons Moment, and out-weigh Spiritual and Erernal Bleflings. Altho' the Favour of God 
beeminently all that can be defir'd, under the Notion of Riches, or Honour, or Plea-. 

ſare; \artd every Atom of our Aﬀection is due-to him; yet Carnal Men think it a cheap 

Parchafe to obtain the good Things of this World, by ſinful means, with the loſs of 

his Favour. This their Actions declare, Prodigious Folly! as if a few Sparks ftrack our 

of a'Flint, that can neither afford Light or Warmth, were'more deſirable than the Sun 

itt its Brightneſs. And how contumelious and provoking it is to God, he declares ir: 

Jer. 2. 12,13. the' moſt moving Expreſſions : Be aftoniſhed, O ye Heaven, at this, and be horribly afraid, 
be ye wery deſolate, faith the Lord. For my People have committed two Evils ; they have 
forſaken me the Fountain of living Waters, and hewed them out broken Cifterms that can hold 
#0 Water. This immediately was charg'd upon the Jews, who ſet up Idols of Jealouſy, 
and adord them, rather than the glorious Fehovah : and in proportion tis true ot all 
Siriners ;| for every vicious AﬀeAion prefers ſome vain Obje&, before his Love, and 

the Enjoyment of 1s glorious Prefence, that is the Reward of Obedience. 

5. 'The Sinner difparages the imparrial Juſtice of God. In-the Divine Law there is a 

- Connexion between Sin and Puniſhment ; the Evil-of doing and the Evil of ſuffering. 
This is not a meer Arbitrary Conſtitution, but founded on the inſeparable Deſert of Sin, 
ind the'Recitude of God's Nature, which unchtngeably loves Holineſs, and hates Sin. 
Althe* the threatning does not lay e firit neceſiity-upon the Law-giver always to inflict 
the-Puniſhment;; yet God having deelar'd his equal Laws as the Rule of our Duty, and 
of his Judgment, 1f they ſhould be uſually without Effet upon Offenders, the Bands of 
Government would*be diffoly'd, and conſequently the Honour of his Juſtice ſtain'd 

' both with reſpect to his Narute und Office : for as an eſſential Aﬀibure 'tis the Corre- 
 ſpondefice of his'Will and ARions with his Moral Perfeions ; and as Soveraign Ruler, 
vis terpreſerve Equity and Order-in his Kingdom. Now thoſe who voluntarily. break 
 hisTawy,-preſfurnetupon Tmpunity. ' The firſt rebellious Sin was committed upon this 
Prefatiiption : "God threatn'd, 7f you'eat the forbidden Fruit, you ſhall die : the Serpent 


, Eat, and you ſhall not die ; and afſenting to the Temptation, Adam fell to:Diſobe- 
dt; 'And'ever fihce Men are fearleſs to'fin upon the fare Motive. God chargeth 
Plal. 50. . tHe Widked,' Thou thoughreſt that I wai altogether ſuch a one as thyſelf ; not 'conternd to 


 - puniſh thEViolation of his ſacred Laws. The Sinner commits the Divine Attributes to 

he: onieft- one-dnother, prefuming that Mercy will difarm Juſtice, and ſtop its terri- 

& Bf6ts-tpor itaperiitent 6bſtinate Sinners : From hence they become bold and har- 
or. 17» ad 'thecotitintance of their Sins. There ® a Root that beareth Gall and Wormwodd : 


&whea the Cufſe:of the Law is 'declar'd and" denounc'd apainft Sin, the Withed Blef. 
_ Jer biniſelf i» by Heart; ſaying,” 1' ſhall have Peace; tho' I walk-in. the Imagination 'of my 
YR i add Diiinkenreſs toThirft: This caſts ſuch a foul Blemiſh upon the Juſtice of 
God, thar he threatens the ſevereſt Vengeance for ir. The Lore will not ſpare. him, but 
thi Aitger of the-Lard and bis Fealonfie ſhall ſmokt againſt that Min; and all the Curſes writ- 
- Be in #hi4 Book ſhall be upon him, and the Lord ſhall blot out his Name from .ander Heaves. 
Covfeder this ye that forget God, left T tear you in pieces; ard there'be none to deliver. | 
«© 67" The $infer implicitly denies God's Omnifcience.- There is ſuch a Turpitude ad- 
herring © Sin, ther it Earnot effdure the Light of the Sun, or the Light of Conſcience, 
 Hbf ſeeks to be conceaF'd winder #Mask of Vertue, or « Vail of Darkneſs. There are very 
._ Rb on this fide Hel}; {© transforin'd into the likehefs of the Devil,. as to be impenetra- 
>: ...: bleby Shame. What'is aid of the Adulterer and Thief, Sinners of greater Guilt, and 


Pſal. 50. 


Jo * <0 PE Dye, | iS true m proportion of every Sinner : If a Man ſees them, they are' in the 
& . Terrors of the ſhadow of Death: -Now from whence is it that many, who if they were 


{urpriz'd in the aCtings of their Sins by a Child or a Stranger, would bluſh and trem- 
ble,' yet altho the'holy God fees all their Sins in order to Judge them, and will judge 
EE tn order to puniſh them, are ſecure without any fearful or ſhametul Apprehenfions of his 
pI HAR Preſertce 2 Did they ftediaſtly believe thar their foul Villanies were open to his piercing, 
-/ _ Pure and ſevere Eye, they mvft be truck with Terrors, and cover'd with Confuſion. 

Will he force the Queen before my Face > Was the Speech of the King inflam'd with Wrath, 
and the Prologue of Death againſt- the fallen Favourite. Would Men dare ta affront 
; God $ 
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God's Authority, and outragiouſly break: his Laws before his Face, if they duly conſi- 
der'd his Omnipreſence and Obſervance ol them ? it were impoſſible. And Infidelity 
is the radical Cauſe of their Inconſideration. It was a falſe Imputation againſt Fob,. but 
juſtlv applied to the Wicked, Thou ſayeſt, How does God know 8 can he judge through the 
dark Cloud > Thick Clouds are a Covering to him, that he ſees not, And ſuch are intro- 
duced by the Plalmiſt declaring their inward Sentiments : The Lord ſhall not ſee, neither 
ſhall the God of Facob regard it. | FN. TE: 
 _ Laſtly ; The Sinner flights the Power of God. This Attribute renders God a dread- 
ful Judg. He has a Right to puniſh, and Power to revenge every Tranſgreſſion of his 
Law. His Judicial Power is ſupreme, his Executive is irreſiſtible. He can with one 
Stroke diſpatch the Body to the Grave, and the Soul to Hell, and make Men as miſer- 
able as they are ſinful. Yet Sinners as boldly provoke him, as if there were no danger: 
We read of the infatuated Syrians, that they thought that God, the Protector of /ſrael, 
had only Power os the Hills, and not in the Yallies, and renewed the War to their De- 
ſtruction. Thus Sinners enter into the Liſts with God, and range an Army of Luſts a- 
gainſt the Armies of Heaven, and blindly bold, run upon their own Deſtruction. They 
neither believe his All-ſeeing Eye, nor All-mighty Hand. They change the Glory of the 
living God into a dead Idol, that has Eyes and fees not, and Hands and handles not ; 
and accordingly his Threatnings make no Impreſſion upon them. Ch ons 

Thus I have preſented a true View of the Evil of Sin confider'd in it ſelf : but as Fob 
faith of God, How little a Portion of him is known 2 may be ſaid of the Evil of Sin, How 
little of it is known 2 For in proportion as our Apprehenſions are detective and betow 
the Greatneſs of God, ſo are they of the Evil of Sin, that contradidts his Soveraign 
Will, and diſhonours his excellent PerteCtions. 
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How can I do thus great Wickedneſs, and ſin againſt God ? 


2 Shall proceed to conſider the Evil of Sin relatively to us, and prove it to be 
moſt pernicious and deſtructive. If we compare it with Temporal Evils, it 
preponderates all that Men are liable to in the preſent World. Diſeaſes in our 
Bodies, Diſaſters in our Eſtates, Diſgrace un our Reputation, are in juſt Eſteem 

far leſs Evil than the Evil of Sin : for that corrupts and deſtroys our more excellent and 
immortal Part: The vzle Body is of no account in compariſon of. the precious Soul. There- 
fore the Apoſtle enforces his Exhortation, Dearly beloved Brethren, abſtain from fleſhly 
| Tufts, that war againſt the Soul. The Iſſue of this War is infinitely more wotul, than 
of the moſt cruel againſt our Bodies and Goods, our Liberties and Lives: for our E- 
ſtates and Freedom, if loſt, may be recover'd ; if the preſent Life be loſt for the Cauſe 


te, 


Job 22.414; 


of God, it ſhall be reſtor'd in greater Luſter and Perfe&ion ; but if the Soul be loſt, - 


tis loſt for eyer. | | 

All Temporal Evils are conſiſtent with the Love of God : Fob on the Dunghil, rough- 
caſt with Ulcers, was moſt precious in God's ſight : Lazarus in the lowel Poverty, 
and waſted with loathſome Sores, was dear to his Aﬀeions ; 2 Guard of Angels was 
ſent ro convoy his departing Soul to the Divine Preſence. But Sin ſeparates between 
God and us, who is the Fountain of Felicity, and the Center of Reſt to {6s Soul. 

Other Evils God, who is our wiſe and compaſſionate Father and Phyſician, makes 
uſe of, as Medicinal Preparations for the Cure of Sin : and certainly the Diſeaſe which 


would be the Death of the Soul, is worſe than the Remedy, tho? never fo bitter and 


. afflicting to Senſe. _— Dok "N 
 Siniis an Fvil of that Malignity, that the leaſt degree of it is fatal. If it be conceiy'd 
in the Soul, tho' not actually finiſh'd, *tis deadly. One Sin corrupted in an inſtant An- 
gelical Excellencies,. and turn'd the glorious Spirits of Heaven into Devils, 'Tis Poy- 


fors 
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ſon ſo ſtrong, that the firſt Taſte of it ſhed a deadly Taint and Malignity into the Veins 
of all Mankind. | | | 
Sin is ſuch an exceeding Evil, that 'tis the ſevereſt Puniſhment Divine Juſtice ioflicts 
on Sinners on this ſide Hell. The EIVINg Men over to the Power of their Luſts, is the moſt 
fearful Judgment, not only with refpect to the Cauſe, God's unrelenting and unquench- 
able Anger, and the Iſſue, everlaſting Deſtruction, but in the quality ot the Judgment. 
Nay, did Sin appear as odious in our Eyes as it does in God's, we ſhould account it the 
worlt part of Hell it ſelf, the Pollutions of the Damned to be an Evil exceeding the 


'Torments ſuperadded to them. 


Sin is pregnant with all kinds of Evils, the Seeds of it are big with Judgments. The 
Evils that are obvious to Senſe, or that are Spiritual and Inward, Temporal and Eter- 
nal Evils, all proceed from Sin, often as the Natural Cauſe, and always as the Meri- 
torious. And many times the ſame Puniſhment is produc'd by the Efficiency of Sin, as 
well as inflicted for its Guilt. Thus Uncleanneſs, without the miraculous Waters of 
Jealouſy, rots the Body, and the Pleaſure of Sin is revenged by a loathſom conſuming 
Diſeaſe, the natural Conſequence of it. Thus Intemperance and Luxury ſhorten the 
Lives of Men, and accelerate Damnation. Fierce Deſires, and wild Rage are Fewel 
for the everlaſting Fire in Hell. The fame Evils conſidered Phyſically, are from the 
Efficiency of Sin ; conſider'd legally, are from the Guilt of Sin, and the Juſtice of God. 

This being a Point of great Uſefulneſs, that I may be more inſtructive, I will con- 
ſider the Evils that are conſequential to Sin, under theſe two Heads. 

Firſt, Such as proceed immedaately from it by Emanation. | 

Secondly, Thoſe Evils, and all other as the Eftefts of God's Juſtice and Sentence. 

Firſt, The Evils that proceed immediately by Emanation from it : and tho' ſome of 
them are nor reſented with feeling Apprehenſions by Sinners, yet they are of a fearful 
Nature. Sin has deprived Man of the Purity, Nobility, and Peace of his innocent State. 

x. It has ſtain'd and tainted him with an univerſal,intimate and permanent Pollution. 
Man in his firſt Creation was holy and righteous : a Beam of Beauty derived from Hea- 
ven was ſhed upon his Soul, in compariſon of which,” ſenſitive Beauty is but as the 


Clearneſs of Glaſs, to the Luſter of a Diamond. His Underſtanding was Light in the 


Lord, his Will and Aﬀections were regular and pure, the Divine Image was impreſt up- 
on all his Faculties, that attracted the Love and Complacency of God himſelf. Sin has 
blotted. out all his amiable Excellencies, and ſuperinduc'd the moſt foul Deformity, 
the Original of which was fetch'd from Hell. Sinners are the natural Children of Sa- 
tan, of a near Reſemblance to him. The Scripture borrows Compariſons to repreſent 
the defiling Quality of Sin, from Pollutions that are moſt loathſom to our Senſes : 
from peſtilential Ulcers, putrifying Sores, filthy Vomit, and defiling Mire. This Pollution 
is univerſal through the whole Man, Spirit, Soul and Body. It darkens the Mind, our 
ſupream Faculty, with a Cloud of Corruption ; it depraves the Will, and vitiates the 
Aﬀections. 'Tis a Pollution ſo deep and permanent, that the Deluge that ſwept away 


a World of Sinners, did not waſh away their Sins: and the Fire at the laſt Day, that 


ſhall devour the Droſs of the viſible World, and renew the Heavens and the Earth, 
ſhall not purge away the Sins of the guilty, Inhabitants. This Pollution hath ſo defil'd 
and disfigur'd Man, who was a fair and lovely Type, wherein rhe Skill and PerfeQions 
of the Creator was conſpicuous, that it repented God that be made Man. As an Artificer 
having form'd a ſurprizing Piece, either a Statue or Pifture, wherein Art almoſt equal'd 


the Lite and Luſter of Nature ; if it be torn or broken, throws it from his ſight with 


ſorrow, impatient to ſee it ſo rudely defaced : Thus God is ſaid to hide his Face from 
Sinners, to expreſs his Diſpleaſure, as unwilling to* behold the Diſparagement ot his 
Maſter-piece, the excellent Product of his Wiſdom and Power. 


2. Sin has degraded Man from his native State and Dignity. Man by his Extraction 
and Deſcent was the Son of God, a little lower than the Angels, conſecrated and crowned, 


- as 4 Prieſt for the Service and Communion with his glorious Maker, and as King over 


the World. But being in Honour, he underſtood not his Dignity, his Duty and Felicity, and 
became like the Beaſts that periſh. By his Rebellion againſt his Creator, he made a For- 
feitare of his Dominion, and loſt the Obedience of ſenſible Creatures, and the Service 
of Inſenſible ; which I only mention, and ſhall reſtrain my Conſideration, to ſhew how 
he is become like the Beaſts, as an Effe@ reſulting from his Sin. He is deveſted of his 
white Robe of Innocence, and his nobleſt Perfections, Reaſon and Religion. Senſe 
and Imagination, the leading Faculties in Brutes, are his Rulers : The rational go- 
verning Powers of Man, have loſt their ſuperior Sway, and the Carnal Paſſions rove 


' without Reins to forbidden Objefts, The lower Appetites are predominant, which is 


the moſt ignominious and cruel Servitude wherein Human Liberty can be intangled 
and 
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and ſetter'd. His Underſtanding and Will, that were capable of taking a flight for the 
Diſcovery and Fruition of Celeſtial and Eternal Things, are debaſed, and limited to 
ſenſual periſhing Things, and derive vilifying Qualities from them. Ze is Earthly- 
minded ; his Aims, Contrivances, Deſires are faſteried to the Earth : the Divine 
Spark within him is cover'd under Aſhes. He 's carnally minded, always ſtudy 
ing and making Proviſions for the Fleſh, This is a viler Debaſement, than 
if the Counſellors of State were employed in 'the ſordid Offices of the Kit- 
chin or Stable. Nay, 'tis a Diminution below the Rank of Beaſts, for by Nature they 
are uncapable of directing their Eyes and Deſires towards Heaven ; but Man is Bruti 1 
by his voluntary Sin. To ſee the Head of a rapacious Wolf, or fierce Tyger, or luſltul 
Horſe joyned to the Body of a Man, how monſtrous would it appear? But 'tis more 
unnatural and ignominious, for Men, in whom Reaſon and Religion ſhould govern, 
- to reſemble them in the Brutiſh Appetites of Luſt and Rage ; for there is a nearer Aﬀ- 
nity between the Body of a Man and of a Beaſts, that agree in the common ſenſible 
Nature, than between the Immortal Spirit of a' Man, and the Beaſts that periſh. In 
ſhort, Sin has inflaved Men to Satan an Infernal Fiend : They are taken Captroes by him 
at his Pleaſure : And,which is the loweſt Degradation,they are the Servants of Corruption. 
3. Sin has broke the ſiveet Peace and bleſſed Concord in the Soul, the Felicity of out 
innocent State. Peace is the Tranquility that reſults from Order and Unity. In Man 
there was a regular Harmony of all his Faculties ; the AﬀeQions were conſonant with 
his Will, his Will with his Underſtanding, and his Underſtanding with the Law of 
God. This was the inward State of his Soul 1n his Creation ; for having a derived Be- 
ing, it was natural and neceſſary, that he ſhould be appointed to his End, and receive 
his Rule for the obtaining it, from the Underſtanding and Will of his Maker. Now 
whilſt there was a Correſpondence in his Faculties, and their Operations with his Rule 
and End, the Will of God, and the Glory of God, the Reſult of it, as well as the Re- 
ward of it, was Spiritual Peace with God, Internal Peace wirh himſelf, External Peace 
with others.Now fin has difſolv'd this Unity, violated this ſacred Order:And from hence, 
(1.) Peace with God, that conſiſted in his Favour and Friendſhip to us, and our F;- 
lial Dependance upon him, which is the Spring of full and ſatisfying Joy, - is broke. 
God appears a fearful Enemy againſt the Sinners ; the penal EfleAs of his Wrath, I 
ſhall ſpeak of diſtintly under the ſecond General : And that Divine Calm in the Cons 
ſcience, that Peace joyn'd with the pureſt Pleaſure, that was the Reflex of God's Fa. R 
vour on the Soul, is changed into anxious Apprehenfions of his juſt Power to puniſh 
us. Guilt generates Fear, and Fear Hatred, and both cauſe a wotful flight from God. 
(2.) Internal Peace is broke by Sin. Whilſt the Paſſions were ſubordinate to the Em- 
pire of Reaſon, and in Accord among themſelves, there was a perfe& Peace ; but Sin 
has raiſed an inteſtine War in Man's Breaſt. The Law of the Members rebels againſt the 
Law of the Mind : for there is no Man fo prodigiouſly wicked, and ſpoil'd of his Primi- ,,;_.;.. "I 
tive Endowments, but ſtill there remains ſome Principles of Morality in the Mind, ſo wtiv, quod {c 
that his Conſcience diſcovers and condemns the Vices he allows vor 4 practiſes, which j#dice nemo ns: 
makes the Sinner uneaſy to himſelf, and mixes Vinegar with his Wine. Beſides, fince ** © 
the Paſſions are disbanded, into what Confuſion is Man fallen ?. -How various, how 
violent are they, and often repugnant to one another 2 How often do we change their 
Habits and Scenes in a day? Sometimes we are vainly merry, and then as vainly fad; - 
ſometimes deſirous, and then averſe ; and with reſpec to our ſelves, ſometimes plea- 
ſed, ſometimes vex'd, ſometimes amiable,” and ſometimes odious ; we ate more muta- 
ble than the Planet that is the Emblem of Inconſftancy. How often do Clouds of Me- 
lancholy darken the bright Serenity of the Spirit, and caſt a dreadful Gloom over it ? 
How oft do Storms of Paſſion diſturb its Tranquility 2 The Breaſt of Man, that was the 
Temple of Peace, is become a Den of Dragons ; every exorbitant Aﬀection tears and 
torments him. *Tis true,this 1s alſo a penal Effet from Divine Juſtice : There zs no Peace 
ſaith my God to the Wicked : With which that Saying of St. Auſtin is conſonant, Juſſi? 
Domine, & fic eſt, omnis inordinatus affettus eſt fibi pena. | 
(3.) Sin has broke our Agreement with one another. When there was a regular Con- 
ſent between the ſuperiour and lower Faculties in all Men, they were in Unity among 
themſelves, for they were perfedtly alike. But the tumultuous and tyrannical Paſſions 
_ have engaged them in mortal Enmity. "Tis the account St. James gives, From whence 
- come Wars and Fightings among you 2 Come they not hence, even of your Luſtis, that war in 
your Members > Sin kindles and blows the Fire of Diſcord, in Families, Cities, King- 
doms : Sin is the Fury that brings a ſmoaking Firebrand from Hell, and ſets the World 
into Combuſtion. Ambition, Avarice, the greedy Deſires of Rule and Revenge, have 
made the World a Stage of not feigned, age the moſt bloody Tragedies. In this Men 
| VyvV are 
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are not like, but worſe than the Beaſts : for the fierceſt Beaſts of Africa or Hyrcanza, 
have a reſpect for their own Likeneſs : tho they devour others, yet they ſpare thoſe of 
their own kind : but Men are fo degenerate as to be moſt cruel againſt their Brethren. 
Theſe are ſome of the Evils that proceed from ſin as.their natural Cauſe. And from 
hence 'tis evident, that ſin makes Men miſerable, were there no Hell of Torment to - 
receive them 1n the next State. 

Secondly, T will conſider the Evils conſequent to fin, as the Penal Effe&s of the ſen- 
tence againſt ſin ; of Divine Juſtice that decrees it, and Divine Power that inflicts it : 
and in theſe the ſinner 1s often an ative Inſtrument of his own Miſery. 

x. The Fall of the Angels is the firſt and moſt terrible Puniſhment of ſin. God ſpared. 


not the Angels that finned, but caſt them down to Hell, reſerved in chains of Darkneſs to 


fudgment How are they fallen 2, from what height of Glory and Felicity into bottom- 
eſs Perdition > How are they continually rack'd and tormented with the Remembrance 
of their loſt Happineſs? If a thouſand of the prime Nobility of a Nation were executed 
in a day, by the ſentence of a righteous King, we ſhould conclude their Crimes to be 
atrocious : innumerable Angels, dignified with the Titles of Bominions and Principalities, 
were expell'd from Heaven, their native Seat, and the SanQtuary of Life, and are dead 
to all the joyful Operations of the intelleRual Nature, and only alive to Everlaſting 
Pain. 

One ſin of Pride or Envy, brought this terrible Vengeance; from whence we-may 
infer, how provoking fin is to the holy God. We read of King Uzziah, that upon his 
Preſumption to offer Tncenſe, he was flruck with a Leproſy, and the Prieſts thruſt him out, 
and himſelf haſted to go out of the Temple : a Repreſentation of the Puniſhment of the 
Angels : by Preſumption they were ſtruck with a Leproſy, and juſtly expelled from the 
Celeſtial Temple ; and not being able to ſuſtain the Terrors of the Divine Majeſty, 
they fled from his Preſence. Tis {aid,God caſt them down,and they left their own Habitation. 

2. Conſider the Penal Effects of fin with reſpet to Man. They are comprehended 


in the ſentence of Death, the firſt and ſecond Death, threaten'd to deter Adam from 


tranſgreſling the Law. 

In the firſt Creation Man while innocent was immortal : for altho' his *Body was 
compounded of jarring Elements, that had a gatural Tendency to Diſſolution, yet the 
Soul was endowed with ſuch Vertue, as to imbalm the Body alive, and to preſerve it 
from the leaſt degree of Putrefation. But when Man by his voluntrary fin was ſepa- 
rated from the Fountain of Life, the Soul loſt its derivative Life from God, and the 
aQive Life infuſed by its Union into the Body. It cannot preſerve the natural Life be- 
yond its limited Tertn. A righteous Retaliation. Thus the Apoſtle tells us, Sin came 
znro the World, and Death by Sin, Even Infants who never committed fin, die, having 
been conceived in ſin. And Death brought in its Retinue Evils ſo numerous and vari- 
ous, that their kinds are more than words to name and diſtinguiſh them. Man that is 
born of a Woman, is of few days, and full of Trouble : at his Birth he enters into a Laby- 
rinth of Thorns, this miſerable World, and his Life is a continual turning in it ; he 
cannot eſcape being ſometimes prick'd and torn ; and at going out of it, his Soul is 
rent from the Embrace of the Body. "Tis as poſlible to tell the number of the Waves 
in a tempeſtuous Sea, as to recount all the tormenting Paſſions of the Soft, all the Diſ. 
eaſes of the Body , which far exceed in number all the, unhappy Parts wherein they are 
ſeated. What an afflicting Obje& would it be, to hear all the mournful Lamentations, 
all the piercing Complaints, all the deep Groans from the miſerable in this preſent 
ſtate > What a proſpect of Terror, to ſee Death in its various ſhapes, by Famine, by 
Fire, by Sword, and by waſting or painful Diſeaſes, triumphant over all Mankind > 
What a ſight of Woe, to have all the Graves and Charnel-houſes open'd, and ſo many 
loathſom Carcaſes, or heaps of dry naked Bones, the Trophies of Death, exposd to 
view? Such are the afflicting and the deſtructive Effects of fin. For Wickedneſs burns as 


a Fire ©: it devours the Briars aud Thorns. 


Beſides other Miſeries in this Life, ſometimes the Terrors of an accuſing Conſcience 
ſcize upon Men, which of all Evils are moſt heavy and overwhelming. Solomon who un- 
derſtood the Frame of Humane Narure, tells us, The Spirit of a Man can bear bis Infir- 
wy : that is, the Mind fortified by Principles of Moral Counſel and Conſtancy, can 
endure the Aſſault of external Evils : but a wounded Spirit who can bear > This is moſt. 
inſfupportable when the ſting and remorſe of the Mind is from the ſenſe of Guilt : for 
then God appears an Enemy righteous and ſevere ; and who can encounter with offen- 
ded Omnipotence ? Such is the ſharpneſs of his Sword, and the weight of his Hand, 
rhat every {troke 1s deadly inward. Satan the cruel Enemy of Souls, exaſperates the 
Wound. He diſcovers and charges fjn upon the Conſcience, with all its killing Ag- 
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gravations, and conceals the Divine Mercy, the only Lenitive and healing Balm to the 
wounded ſpirit. What Viſions of Horror, what SpeQacles of Fear, what Stenes of 
Sorrow are preſented to the diſtrated Mind by the Prince of Darkneſs? And whicti 
heightens the Miſery, Man is a worſe Enemy to himſelf than Satan : he ws 9: his 
own Sword, and deſtroys himſelf. Whatever he ſees or hears, afflicts him ; whatever 
he thinks, torments him. ' The guilty Conſcience turns the Sun into Darkneſs, and the 
Moon into Bloed : the precious Promiſes of the Goſpel, that aſſure Favour and Pardon to 
returning and relenting Sinners, are turn'd into Arguments of Defpair, by refleQing 
upon the abuſe and provocation. of Mercy, and that the. Advocate in God's Boſom is 
become the Accuſer. Daleful State } beyond the Conception of all, . but theſe who 
are plung'd into it. How often do they run to the Grave for Sanctuary, and ſeek fot 
Death as a Deliverance ? ns oe I 

| Yet all theſe Anxieties and Terrors are but the beginning of Sorrows : for the fy 
and terrible Recompences of Sin ſhall follow the Eternal Judgment pronounc'd againſt . 
the Wicked at the laſt Day. *Tis true, the Sentence of the Law is paſt apainſt the Sin- 
ner in this preſent ſtate, and Temporal Evils are the Effes of it; but thar Sentence. 
is revokable : at Death the Sentence is ratified by the Jadg upon every impenitent 
Sinner ; 'tis deciſive of his State, and involves him under Puniſhment for ever : But” 
the full Execution of Judgment ſhall not be tilt the publick general Sentence pro- 
nounc'd by the Everlaſting Judg, before the whole World. Tt exceeds the compaſs of 
created Thoughts to underſtand fully the direful Eftes of Sin in the Eternal Srate > 
' For who knows the Power of God's Wrath 2 The Scripture repreſents the Puniſhment in 
Expreſſions, that may inſtra&t the Mind, and terrify the Imagination : that may work 
upon the Principles of Reaſon and Senſe, by which Men are naturally and ftrongly 
noms. - | FS EL Tu 

1. Sinn#rs ſhall be excluded from Communion with the bleſſed God in Heaven, is 
whoſe Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, and at whoſe Right-hand are Pleaſures for evermore. In'the 
clear and transtorming Vion of his Glory, and the intimate and indifſolvable Union 
with him by Love, conſiſts the Perfe&tion and Satisfaction of the immortal Soul. The 
Felicity reſulting from it, is ſo entire and eternal, as God is great and true, who has 
ſo o:ten promis d it to his Saints. Now Sin ſeparates loſt Souls for ever from the reyi- 
vin Preſence of God. Who can declare the Extent and Degrees of that Evil ? for ari 
Evil riſes in proportion to the Good of which it deprives us: it muſt therefore follow, 
that Celeſtial Bleſſedneſs being tranſcendent, the Excluſion from it is Peary 53 | 
evil : And as the Felicity of the Saints reſults both from the dire& Poſſeſſion of Hea- 
ven, and from compariſon with the contrary State : ſo the Miſery of the Damned a- 
riſes, both from the Thoughts of loſt Happineſs, and from the laſting Pain that tors 
ments then. 5, | 

But it may be replied, If this be the utmoſt Evil. that is conſequent to Sin, the threat- 
ning of it is not likely to deter but few from pleaſing their corrupt Appetites : for car- 
nal Men have ſuch groſs Apprehenſions, and vitiated Aﬀections, that they are careleſs of 
Spiritual Glory and Joy. They cannot tafte and ſee how good the Lord is : nay, the Divine 
Preſence would be a Torment to them : For as Light is the moſt pleaſant Ouality in the 
World to the ſound Eye, fo 'tis very affliting and painful to the Eye when corrupted 
by a Suffuſion of Humours. RD. 

: To this a clear Anſivet may be given : In the next State where the Wicked ſhall for 
ever be without thoſe ſenſual Objets which here deceive and delight them, their Ap- 
prehenſions will be changed ; they ſhall underſtand what a Happineſs tlie Fruition of 
the bleſſed God is, and what a Miſery to be uncapable of enjoying him, and expell4 
from the Celeſtial Paradiſe. Our Saviour tells the Infidel Jews, There ſbaZ be weeping Luk. 15, 18; 
and gnaſhing of Teeth, when ye ſhall ſee Abraham, andl Ifaac, and I acob, and all the Pro- | 
phets in the Kingdom of God, and you your ſelves ſhut out. How wilt they pine with Envy 
at theight of that Triumphant Felicity of which they ſhall never be Pattakers 2 De- 
part from me, will be as terrible a part of the Judgment, as Eternal Fire. _ 

2. God's Juſtice is not ſatisfied in depriving them of Heaven, but inflits the moſt 
heavy Puniſhment upon Senſe and Conſcience in the Damned : for as the Soul and Bo- 
dy in their State of Union in this Life, were both guilty, the one as the Guide, the 
other as the Inſtrument of Sin ; ſo 'tis equal, when re-united, they ſhould feel the Pe. 

nal Effe@s of it. The Scripture repreſents both to our Capacity, by the Worm that ne- 
ver dies, and the Fire that Tea never be quenched : and by the deſtroying of Ho and Soul 
in Hell-Fire. Sinners ſhall then be tormented, wherein they were moſt clighted : 
they ſhall be inveſted with thoſe ObjeQs, that will cauſe the moſt dolorous Percepti- 
ons in their ſenſitive Faculties, - The Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, the Blackneſs of Dark. 
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neſs, are words of a terrible Signification, and intended to awaken Sinners to fly from 
the Wrath to come, But no words can fully reveal the terrible Ingredients of their Miſe- 
ry : the Puniſhment will be in proportion to the Glory of God's Majeſty that is diſho- 
nour'd and provok'd by Sin, and extent of his Power. And as the Soul was the Princi- 
pal, and the Body but an Acceſlary in the Works of Sin ; ſo its capacious Faculties will 
be far more tormented, than the more limited Faculties of the outward Senſes. The 
fiery Attributes of God ſhall be tranſmitted through the Glaſs of Conſcience, and con- 
center'd upon damned Spirits : the Fire without them is not ſo tormenting as this Fire 
within them. How will the tormenting Paſſions be inflani'd 2 What Rancor, ReluQtance 
and Rage againſt the Power above that ſentenc'd them to Hell > What Impatience and 
Indignation againſt themſelves for their wilful Sins, rhe juſt Cauſe of it > How will 
they curſe their Creation, and wiſh their utter ExtinQtion, as the final Remedy, of their 
Miſery > But all their ardent Wiſhes are in vain : for the Guilt of Sin will never be ex- 
piated, nor God ſo far reconcil'd as to annihilate them. As long as there is Juſtice in 
Heaven, and Fire in Hell, as long as God and Eternity ſhall continue, they muſt ſut- 
fer theſe Torments, which the Strength and Patience of an Angel cannot bear one 
"hour. From hence we may infer, what an inconceivable Evil there is in Sin, and how 
hateful it is to the moſt High, when God who # Love, who is ſtiled the Father of Mer- 
cies, has prepared and does inflict ſuch Plagues for ever for the Tranſgreſſion of his 
holy Laws : and ſuch is the Equity of his Judgment, that he never puniſhes Offenders 
above their Deſert. ; 
_ T ſhall now apply this Dodtrine, by refleting the Light of it upon our Minds and 
Hearts. - | 
_ T. This diſcovers how perverſe: and depraved the Minds and Wills of Men are, 7o 
chuſe Sin rather than AfliFion, and break the Divine Law for the obtaining Temporal 
Things. If one with an attentive Eye regards the generality of Mankind, what Domi- 
| nion preſent and ſenſible Things have over them, how ſecurely and habitually they ſin 
in proſecution of their Carnal Aims, as if the Soul ſhould not ſurvive the Body, as if 
there were no Tribunal above to examine, no Judg to ſentence and puniſh Sinners ; if 
he has not Marble Bowels, it will excite his Compaſſion or Indignation. What Com- 
pariſon is there between the good. Things of this World, and of the next in Degrees or 
Duration 2 Aiery Honour, Senſual Pleaſures, and Worldly Riches, are but rhe thin 
Appearances of Happineſs, Shadows in Maſquerade, that cannot afford ſolid Content 
to an immortal Spirit : the Bleſſedneſs oi Heaven repleniſhes with everlaſting Satisfa- 
ction. What Proportion is there between the light and momentary afflitions here, and a 
vaſt Eternity fd with Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, and deſperate Sor- 
row > What ſtupid, Beaſt, what Monſter of a Man, would prefer a ſuperficial tranſient 
Delight, the Pleafure of a ſhort Dream, before ever ſatisfying Joys ? or to avoid a flight 
| Evil, venture upon Deſtruction ? Yet this is the true Caſe of Sinners : if they can ob- 
EY tain the World with the loſs of Heaven, they count it a valuable Purchaſe; if they can 
compound ſo, as to eſcape Temporal Troubles, tho' involved under Guilt that brings 
extream and eternal Miſery, they think it a ſaving Bargain. Amazing Folly ! Either 
they believe or do not, the Recompences in the future State : if they do not, how un- 
accountable is their Impiety 2 If they do, 'tis more prodigious they ;# not feel the Pow. 
ers of the World to come, {0 as to regulate their Lives, and controul the ſtroggeſt Temp- 
tations to ſin againſt God, A wicked Believer is more guilty than a wicked Infidel. How 
could we conceive it poſſible, were it not viſible in their Actions, that Men who have 
gudicative Faculties to compare and diſtinguiſh things, and accordingly be moved with 
Deſires or Fears, ſhould with ardent Aﬀections purſue deſpicable Vanities, and negle&t 
ſubſtantial Happineſs, and be feariu! oi the Shadows of Dangers, and intrepid in the 
midl(t of the trueſt Dangers! He is a deſperate Gameſter that will venture a Crown at a 
Throw, again(t ſome petty Advantage : yet this is really done by Sinners who hazard 
the loſs of Heaven for this World : they hang by ſlender Strings, a little Breath that 
expires every moment, over bottomleſs Perdition, and are inſenſible, without any pal- 
pitation of Heart, any ſign of Fear. 
. How {trong 1s the Deluſion and Concupiſcence of the carnally-minded 2 The Luſts 
of rhe Fleſh-bribe and corrupt their Underſtandings, or divert them from ſerious Con- 
ſideration of their Ways, and the Ifſues of them. From hence it is they are preſently 
intangled and vanquiſhd by ſenſual Temptations ; they are cozen'd by the Colours of 
Good and Evil, and Satan eaſily accompliſhes his moſt pernicious and envious Deſign, 
_ to make Men miſerable as himſelf. How juſt is the Reproach of Wiſdom, How long ye 
fimple ones will ye love Simplicity, and Fools bate Knowledg > The Light of Reaſon and 
Reyclation ſhines upon them, they have not the —_ of Ignorance, but the righte- 
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ous and heavy Condemnation of thoſe who love Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their 


Deeds are evil, 'Tis no mean degree of Guilt to extenuate Sin, and make an Apology 
for Sinners. The wiſeſt of Men tells us, Fools make a-mock' of Sin: they count it a fond 
Nicenels, @ filly Preciſeneſs to be fearful of offending God, They Any of their deceit- 
tul Arts and Inſinvations, whereby they repreſent Sin as a light matter, to corrupt os 
thers. But Tis infinitely better to be deteQtve in the Subtilty of- the Serpent, than in the 
Innocence of the Dove. A meer Natural, who 1s only capable of ſenſitive Actions, 
and is diſtinguiſh'd from a Brute by his ſhape, is not. ſuch a forlorn Sot, as the ſinful 
Fool. What the Prophet Jeremy ſpeaks of one who gets Riches unjuſtly, that he ſhall 
leave them, and in the end die a Fool, will be verified of the wilful obſtinate Sinner : 
in the end he ſhall by the terrible ConviQtion of his owh Mind, be found guilty of the 
moſt woful Folly : and how many have acknowledged in their laſt hours, when uſually 
Men ſpeak with the moſt feeling and leaſt Aﬀectation, how have they in words of the 
Plalmilſt arraigned themſelves, So fooliſh have we been, and like Beaſts before thee? 
2. From hence we may be inſtructed of the wonderful Patience of God, who bears 
with a World of Sinners, that are obnoxious to his Juſtice, and under his Power every. 
day. If we conſider the number and aggravations'of 'Mens Sins, how many have out- 
told the Hairs of their Heads in actual Tranſpreſſions ; how mighty and manifeſt their 
Sins are,that the Deity and Providence are queſtioned for the ſuſpending of Vengeance? 
And yet that God notwithſtanding all their enormous Injuries, and yiolent Provocati- 
ons, is patient towards Sinners, 1t cannot but fill us with Admiration. His Mercy, like 
the cheerful Light of the Sun, viſits us every Morning with its benign Influences ; his. 
Juſtice, like Thunder, rarely ſtrikes the Wicked. He affords not only the Supports of 
Life, but many Comforts and Refreſhments to the unthankful and rebellious. 


"Tis not from any Defect in his Power that they are not conſum'd, but from the + 


Abundance of his Mercy. He made the World without any ſtrain of his Power, and 
can as eaſily deſtroy it : he has an innumerable Company of Angels attending his Com- 
mands ; and every Angel is an Army in ſtrength': one of them deſtroyed an hundred 
and fourſcore and five thouſand in a Night. He'can uſe the moſt defpicable and weakeſt 
Creatures, Frogs, and Lice, and Flies, as Inſtruments of Vengeance to ſubdue the 
proudeſt Pharaoh,the moſt obſtinate Rebels.-----He ſees Sin where ever it is,and hates it 
| where ever he ſees it ; yet his Patience endures their crying Sins, and his long-ſufferin 
expects their Repentance. The Lord is not ſlack, as ſome Men count ſlackneſs, but he is long. 
ſuffering to us-ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to Repentance. 
He ſpares Sinners with ſuch Indulgence, in order to their Salvation. T's deſervedly 
one of his Royal Titles,7he God of Patience. -Our fierce Spirits are apt to take Fire and 
Revenge for every Injury real, or ſuppos'd ; but the great God, who'is infinitely ſen- 
ſible of all the Indignities offer'd to his Majeſty, defers bis Anger, and loads them with 
his Benefits every day. What is more aſtoniſhing than the Riches of bis Goodneſs, .unleſs it 
be the perverſe Abuſe of it by Sinners, to harden themſelves in their Impieties? But 
altho' his Clemency delays the Puniſhment, rhe Sacredneſs and Conſtancy of his Ju. 
ſtice will not forget it: when Patience has bad its perfet work, Juſtice ſhall have a ſolemn 
Triumph ifi the final Deſtruction of impeniteat unretormed Sinners. 
3- The Conſideration of the Evil of Sin, fo great in it ſelf, and pernicious to us, 
heightens our Obligations to the Divine Mercy, 1a ſaving «s from our Sins, and an eyer- 


laſting Hell, the juſt Puniſhment of them. Our Loſs was unvaluable, our Miſery ex- 
tream, and without infinite Mercy, we had been under an unremediable neceſlity of 


finning and ſuffering for ever. God ſaw us in this wretched and deſperate State, and his 
Eye affetted his Heart, in his Pity he redeemed and reſtored us. This is the cleareſt Teſti- 
mony of. pure Goodneſs : for God did not want external Glory, who is infinitely hap. 
py in his own PerfeQions: he could, when Man revolted from his.Duty, have crea- 
ted a new World of innocent Creatures : for infinite Power is not ſpent nor leſſened by 
finite Productions, but his undeſerved and undeſired Mercy appeared in our Salvation. 
The way of accompliſhing it, renders Mercy more illuſtrious': tor to glorify his Juſtice, 
and preſerve the Honour of his Holineſs unblemiſh'd, he laid upon his Son the Iniquir 
of us al, This was Love that paſſeth all Underſtanding : Our Saviour ſpeaks of it wit 
Admiration ; God ſo loved the World, and hated Sin, that he gave hrs only begotten Son to 
die for it; that whoſoever believes in him, - ſhould not periſh, but have Ran 67 os Life. 
And how dear are our Engagements to Jeſus Chriſt > The Judg Fould not releaſe the 
Guilty without a Ranſom, nor the Surety without SatisfaQtion ; and the Son of God 
moſt compaſſionately and willingly gave his precious Blood to obtain our Deliverance. 
If his Perfe&tions were not moſt amiable and raviſhing, yet that he died for us, ſhould 
infinitely endear him to us. 7o thoſe who believe, he js precious : to thoſe who have felr 
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| their undone Condition, and that by his Merits and Mediation, are reſtored to the Fa- 
your of God, he 1s emiggntly precious. Who can break the Conſtraints of ſuch Love 2 
If there be a ſpark of Reaſon, or a grain of unfeigned Faith in us, We muſt judg, that 
if one died for all, than all were dead ; and thoſe that live, ſhould live to his Glory, who died 
for their Salvation, | | | 

Add to this, that in the Sufferings of Chriſt there is the cleareſt Demonſtration of the 
Evil of Sin, and how hateful it is to God, .if we conſider the Dignity of his Perſon, the 
Greatneſs of his Sufferings, and the innocent Recoilings of his Human Nature from 
ſuch fearful Suffterings. He was the Eternal Son of God, the Heir of his Father's Love 
and Glory, the Lord of Ange : he ſuffered in his Body the moſt ignominious and pain- 
ful Death, being nail'd to the Croſs in the ſight of the World: The Sufferings ofvhis 
Soul were incomparably more affliting : For tho' heavenly meek, he endured the De- 
riſion and cruel Violence of his Enemies with a filent Patience; yert'in the dark Eclipſe 
of his Father's Countenance, in the deſolate ſtate of his Soul, the Lamb of God 0- 
pened his Mouth in that mournful Complaint, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken me 2 
His innocent Nature did ſo recoil from thoſe fearful Sufferings, that with repeated Ar- 
dency of Aﬀection, he deprecated that bitter Cup ; Abba, Father, all things are poſſible. 
to Thee ; let this my paſS me ; He addreſs'd to the Divine Power - and Love, the Attri- 
butes that relieve the Miſerable, yet he drank oft the Dregs of the Cup of God's Wrath. 
Now we may from hence concſude, how great an Evil Sin is, that could not be expi- 
ated by a meaner Sacrifice, than the offering up the Soul of Chriſt to atone incenſed Ju- 
ſtice ;' and no lower a Price, than the Blood of the Son of God, the. moſt unvaluable 
Treaſure, could ranſom Men who were devoted to Deſtruction. 

. 4. The Conſideration of the Evil of Sin in it ſelf and to us, ſhould excite us with 
a holy CircumſpeQion to keep our ſelves from being defiled with it. *Tis our indiſpen- 
fable Duty, our tranſcendent Intereſt to obey -the Divine Law entirely and conſtantly. 
The Tempter cannot preſent any Motives, that to a refified Mind are ſufficient to in- 
duce a Conſent to Sin, and offtend God. Let the Scales be even, and put into one all 
the Delights of the Senſes, all the Pleaſures and Honours of the World, which are the 
Elemefits of Carnal Felicity, how light are they againſt the Enjoyment of the bleſſed 
God'in Glory 2 Will the Gain of this periſhing World, compenſate the loſs of the Soul 
and Salvation for ever? If there were any poſkble Compariſon between empty deluding 
Vanities, and Celeſtial Happineſs, the Choice would be more difficult, and the Miſtake 
leſs culpable; but they vaniſh into nothing in the Compariſon : ſo that-to commit the 
leaſt Sin that makes us liable to the forfeiture of Heaven, for the Pleaſures of Sin that 
are but for a ſeaſon, is Madnels in that degree, that no words can expreſs. Suppoſe the 
'Tempter inſpires his Rage into his Slaves, and tries to conſtrain us to Sin by Perſecu- 
tion ; how unreaſonable is it to be diſmayed at the Threatnings of Men, who muſt dje, 
and who can only touch the Body ; and to deſpiſe the Terrors of the Lord, who lives for 
ever, and can puniſh for ever > Methinks we ſhould look upon the perverted raging 
World, as a Swarm of angry Flies, that may diſquiet, bur cannot hurt us. Socrates, 
when unrighteouſly proſecuted ro Death, faid of his Enemies, with a Courage be- 
coming the Breaſt of a Chriſtian, They may kill me, but cannot hurt me. How ſhould theſe. 
Conſiderations raiſe in us an invincible Reſolution and ReluQancy againſt the Tempter, 
in all his Approaches and Addreſſes to us? And that we may ſo refiſt him, as to cauſe hi 
flight from us, let us imitate the excellent Saint, whoſe Example is ſet before us. 

(1.) By poſlefling the Soul with a lively and ſolemn Senſe of God's Preſence, who 
1s the Inſpector and Judg of all our Actions. Foſeph repell'd the Temptation with this 
powertul Thought, How ſhall I fin againſt God ? The Fear of the Lord is clean; 'tis a 
watchiul Sentinel, that reſiſts Temptations without, and ſuppreſſes Corruptions with- 
in : Tis like the Cherubim plac'd with a flaming Sword in Paradiſe, to prevent the Re- 
entry of Adam when guilty and polluted. For this end we muſt, by frequent and ſeri- 
ous Conliderations, repreſent the Divine Being and Glory in our Minds, that there may 
be a gracious Conſtitution of Soul ; this will be our Preſervative from Sin : for altho” 
the habitual Thoughts of God are not always in a&, yet upon a Temptation they are 


preſently excited, and appear in the view of Conſcience, and are cfftecual to make us 
reject the Tempter with Defyance and Indignation. 


This holy Fear 15 nor a meer judicial Impreſſion, that reſtrains from Sin, for the dread- 
ful Puni:/hment that follows ; for that ſervile Aﬀection, tho' it may ſtop a Temptation, 
and hinder the Eruption of a Luſt.into the groſs Act, yet it does not renew the Nature, 
and make us Holy and Heavenly. There may be a reſpective Diſlike of Sin with a di- 
rect Aﬀetion to it. Beſides, a meer (ervile Fear is repugnant to Nature, and will be 
expelld it poſſible. Therefore, that we may bs in the Fear of the Lord all the day long, 

; We 
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Life is maintained bythe comfortable Apprehenſions of God; as-th# 
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Tempration as very alluring,' and hinders the Refle&ion - ' vpon thentrif 
ſick and conſequentiat Evil of Sin, *tis like'the OY e Gtaſs : but when 
it has ſo far corrupted 'the'Mind, that Yin'is eſteemed a ſinall Evil, Poyſon is thrown 


into the Fountain. -If we conſider the Majeſty of the Law-giver, there is ho Law' ſmall; 
nor Sin ſmgll,” that oy 3-4 xy ae of it. Yet thernoſt are ſecure in an evitcotrſe, 
by Conceitsthat'their Sins are ſmall. *Tis true, there is a vaſt difference between Sins 
in their” Narure' and Circumſtances: there are inſenfible 'Omiſfions and zccufing Aﬀs/ 
but the leaſdiis damnable.'Befides, the allowance and-number of Sins: reputed -fm 118 
will involve under intolerable Guilt. - What is lighter than a Grain of Sand # yoti'wmay 
blow away a hundred with a-Breath ;- And what is heavier than a'heap; of Sand"Foti-\ 
dens'd together > *Tisour'Wifdom ard Duty to conſider the Evil of Sin;ih "its efſEatial 
Malignity, which impfiesino leſs, than that God was neither wiſe nor good in ma ing 
his Law, and that he isnot juſt and powerful to vindicateit: And when tempted to'any 
pleaſant Sin,-to conſider-the due ACNE of it, as Fofeph did, which will coatroul 
the Efficacy of: the Temptation. I ſhall only add, that when a Man has Morrtified the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, he has overcome the main part of the infernal Army'zbat wars againſt - 
the Soul. Senſual Objefts do powerfully-and pleaſantly infinuate into carnal Meri; and 
the Aﬀections are very unwillingly reſtrain'd from- them.” To undertake the Cure'sf 
thoſe, whoſe Diſeaſe is their Pleaſure, is almoſt a vain Attempt : for they do not jadg 
it an Evil to be regarded, and will not accept diſtaſteful Remedies.” *  *' © £ 

(3.) Fly all tempting occaſions of Sin. Foſeph would not be alone with his Miſtreſs: 
There is no Vertue ſo confirmed, and in that degree of Eminence, but if one be" Tres 

uently ingaged in vicious Society, 'tis in danger of beingeclips'd and controul'd by 
k oppoſite Vice. If -the Ermins will aflociate with the Swine, they muſt lie-in-the 
Mire : If the Sheep with" Wolves, they muſt tearn to” bire- and devour © if Doves with 
Vultures, they muſt learn to live on the Prey. Our ſureſt Guard is to keep at a di- 
ſtance from afl exgaging Frogs bo thing from. Carcleſneh os Contidance ventures in- 
to T emptazjons,; makes humſelf an yaſy Prey to the Temptgf.: * © 

And let us daily pray for the'DivirteAlliſtance to keep ts from the Evil of the World ; 
without which all our Reſolutions will be as incffeQuual as Ropes of Sand, to bind us 
to our Duty, of | 5 3. 

5. The Conſideration of the Evil of Sin is a powerful Motive to.. our ſolemn and 
ſpeedy Repentance. The remembrauceot our Original and Actual Sins, will convince 
us, that we are born for Repentance. There are innumerable filent Sins, that are un- 
obſerved, and do. not alarm the Confejience : and altho' a true Saint will neither hide 
any Sin, nor ſuffer Sin to hide it ſelf in his Breaſt, yet the moſt holy Men in the World, 
have great reaſon with the Pſalmiſt, to ſay with melting Aﬀettions, Who can underſtand 
by Errors 2 O cleanſe me from my ſecret Sing ; diſcover them to me by the Light of the 
Word, and cover them in theBlood-of' the Redeemer. There are Sins of infirmity; 
and daily Incurfion, from which none can be perfeRtly freed in this mortal ſtate : theſl 
ſhould excite our Watchfulneſs, and be lamented with true Tears. © There are crying 
Sins of a Crimſon Guile, "which are 'to be--canfeſt with heart-breaking' Sorrow! ,ton- 
founding Shame, and imphcable Antipet againſt them, and. to be forfaken for ever. 
Of theſe, ſome are of a deep die in their Nature, and ſome from the Circumſtances in 
eommitting them ; ſome are of a heinous Nature, and more direly*and expreſly re- 
nounce our Duty, and more'immediately obſtruct our Communion with God: As a 
Mud-Wall intercepts the Light of the Sun from ſhining upon. us. '2.''Some derive a 
greater Guilt from the Circumſtances in the commithon. ' Such are; | © 

(1.) Sins againſt Knowledg : for according to the Ingrediency of the Will in Sin, 
the Guilt ariſes. Now when Conſcience interpoſes between the Carnal Heart and the 
Temptation, and repreſents the Evil of Sin, and deters from Compliance, and yet Merf 
will venture to break the Divine Law, -this exceedingly aggravates ths Offence ; for 
ſuch Sins are committed with a fuller Conſent, and are jultly called Rebellion againſt 
the Light. And the clearer the Light is, the more it will increaſe the diſconſolate fear- 
tul Darkneſs in Hell. 5, 4.) Sing 
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By - this we know we are 'the Children of God, if we - love God, and keep 
fIID | ''-- - bis Commandments. 


F all the Marks that are uſeful in the Trial of our Spiritual State in reference to 
Eternity, there is none affords a more clear and comfortable Aſſurance of God's 

ſpecial and ſaving Mercy, than Love to the Saints. This has bften reſolved the Doubts, 
and quieted the Fears of afflicted enquiring Souls, when other Graces have not been ſo 
apprehenſible in their Operations. But there is no Mark which the deceitful 'Heart does 
more ſecurely reſt upon, through the miſtake of' Natural Human Love for that which 
is Spiritual and Divine : It is therefore moſt worthy our ſerious Thoughts, the Deceit 
being ſo eaſy and infinitely dangerous, to ſhew what is the unfeigned genuine Love of 


= the Brethren, to which Salvation is annex'd, to confirm the humble ſincere Chriſtian, 


and undeceive preſuming Hypocrites. 7, | 
The great Deſign of St. John in this Epiſtle, is to excite and enflame in Chriſtians 
the Love of God, and of their Brethren, the two comprehenſive Duties, and bright 
Sum of the Law, . our principal PerfeRtions in 'Heaven and Earth. Theſe he recom- 
mends by the moſt aftectionate and obliging, the moſt warming, melting Perſwaſives ; 
| the ſuperlative Love of God to us, and our Communion with the Saints in Nature and 
race. | 
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' the Love of God, as a ſtill, filent, contemplative Aﬀection, confined to the ſuperiour' 
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In ths former Verſe the Apoſtle argues from the reality.of rhe Efea, as an Evidence "a 


of the Cauſe. Whoever believes that Feſus is the Chriſt, that is, the Saviour of the World, = 
foretold by the Prophets, and expreſles the Truth of that Faith in a ſutable Converſati-- Mi 
on, is born of God ; and every one that loveth him that begat, loveth him alſo that is be. - - 
gotten of him, Grace is not leſs powerful in producing tender reciprocal Aﬀections be. 
rween the Off-ſpring of the ſame Heavenly Father, than the ſubordinate Endearments 
of Nature. The Pretence is'vain of Love to God, without loving his regenerate Chil- 
dren. And in the Text he argues from the knowledg of the Caule, to the diſcovering 
of the ſincerity of the Effet: By this we know that we love the Children of God, with a 
holy Aﬀection, if we love God, and keep his Commandments. | 

There is but one Difficulty ro'be removed, that the Force of the Apoſtle's reaſoning: 
may appear; 'tis this, a Medium to prove a thing muſt be a clearer Evidence than'what : 
is concluded by it': Now tho'a Demonſtration trom the Cauſe be more noble and ſci 
entifical, yet that which is drawn from the Effect, is more near to Senſe, and'more 
diſcernable. And this is verified in the Inſtance before us ; for the Love of God, who - 
is abſolutely ſpiritual in his Being and Excellencies, doth nor with that ſenſible Fer- Tp 
your affe@ and paſſionately tranſport us, as'Love to his Children; with whom we vifis - 
bly converſe, and who are receptive of the moſt ſenſible Teſtimonies of our Aﬀection. 
Accordingly the Apoſtle argues, He that loves not his Brother whom he hath ſetn, how caw 
he love God whom he hath not ſeen As the Motives to love our Brethren, from our Cofi- 
jun&tion in Nature, and familiar Converſation, are more capable to allure-our AﬀeRti- 
ons, and more ſenſibly ſtrike the Heart than the inviſible Deity, who is infinitely a- 
bove us ; by the ſame reaſon we may more eaſily judg of the truth of our Love.tothem, 
than of our Love to God. - To this the Anfiver 1s clear ; the Apoſtle. doth nat ſpeak”of 


Faculty of the Soul, but as a burning, ſhining Aﬀection (like Fire *) aftive and decla- a ot = 
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rative of it ſelf in thoſe Effects that neceſſarily flow from it, that is, voluntary Obedi- 
ence to his Commands ; and thus it becomes manifeſt to the renewed Conſcience, 'and 
is a moſt convincing Proof of the Sincerity of our Love to the Saints. a 

The Text teing cleared, affords this Dorine : | Ents p 

Dot. The Sincerity of our Love to the Children of God, is certainly diſcovered by 7 a 

our Love to God, and Obedience to his Commands, 

For the lluſtration and Proof of the Point, I will briefly ſhew, 

]. - Who are deſcribed by this Title, The Children of God. 

TT. What is included in our Love to them. Ne 

IT. What the Love of God is, and the Obedience that flows from it. -.: 

IV. How from Love to God, and willing Obedience to his Commands, we may 
convincingly know the Sincerity of our Love to his Children, "| 7 

To explain the firſt, we muſt conſider that this Title, The Children of God, is given 
upon {ſeveral accounts. HET | 

Firſt, By Creation the Angels are called the Sons of God, and Men his Off-ſpring. 

: ' The reaſon of the Title is, 

1. The manner of their Production by his immediate Power. Thus he is ſtiled, The- 
Father of Spirits, in diſtin&tion from the Fathers of the Fleſh. For.tho the Conception 
and forming ot the Body be the' Work of his ſecret Providence, yet 'tis by the hand of 
Nature, the Parents concurring as the ſecond Cauſes of it : but the Produttion of the 
Soul is to be entirely aſcribed to his Power, without the Intervention of any Creature. 

2. In their ſpiritual immortal Natyre, and the intelleQual Operations flowing from 
it, there js an Image and Reſemblance'of God ; from whence this Title is common to - 
all reaſonable Creatures, and peculiar to them: for tho' Matter may be ordered and fa- 
ſhioned by the Hand of God into a Figure of admirable Beauty, yet 'tis not capable of __— 
his Likeneſs and Image; fothat neither the Lights of Heaven, nor the Beaſts and Plants -» 
of the Earrh are called his Children. : LORE oc Cs Sr Ts —_— 

Secondly, By External Calling and Covenant ſome are denominated his Children; - *- 
for by this Evangelical Conſtitution God is pleaſed to receive Believers into a filial Re» 
lation. Indeed where there is not a cordial Conſent and -SubjeQion to the Terms of 
the Covenant, viſible Profeſſion, and the receiving the External Seals of it, will be of 5 
no advantage; but the publick ſerious owning of the Goſpel, entitles a Perſon to be of b 
the Society of Chriſtians ; and Filius and Federatus are all one. 

Thirdly, There is Sonſhip that ariſes from ſupernatural Regeneration ; that is the 
communicating a new Nature to Man, whereby there is a holy and bleſſed Change in 


5nd 
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the directive and commanding Faculties,the Underſtanding and Will,and in the AﬀecRti- RR 
ons, and conſequently in the whole Life. This is wrought by the Efhicacy of the Word —- 
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and Spirit, and is called by our Saviour Regeneration, becauſe it is not our Original 
Carnal Birth,but a Second and Celeſtial.” Tis with the newMan in Grace,as with an Infant 
in Nature, that has the eſſential Parts that compoſe a Man ; a Soul endowed with all 
its Faculties, a Body with all its Organs and Parts, but not in the Vigor of mature 
Age. Thus renewed Holineſs in a Chriſtian, is compleat and entire 1n its Parts, but 
not in PerfeQion of Degrees; there is an univerſal Inclination to all that is holy, juſt 
and good, and a univerſal Averſion from fin, tho' the Executive Power be not equal, 
And regenerate Chriſtians are truly called the Children of God ; for as in Natural Ge- 
neration there is communicated a Principle of Life and ſutable Operations,from whence 
the Title and Relation of a Father ariſes ; ſo in Regeneration there are derived ſuch 
holy and heavenly Qualities to the Soul, as conſtitute a Divine Nature in Man, where- 
by he is Partaker of the Life and Likeneſs of God himſelt : from hence he is a Child 
of God, and has an Intereſt and Propriety in his Favour, Power and Promiſes, and all 
the Good that flows from them, and a Title to the Eternal Inheritance. 

IT. I will ſhew what is included in our Love to the Children of God. 

Firſt, The Principle of this Love is Divine, The Soul is purified through the Spirit to 
unfeigned Love of the Brethren. Naturally the Judgment is corrupted, and the Will de- 


praved, that carnal ReſpeQts either of Profit or Pleaſure are the quick and ſenſible In- 


cxements of Love ; and till the Soul be cured of the ſenſual Contagion, the Inclinati- 
on can never be direQed, and the Deſires faſtned on the ſupernatural Image of God in 


| bis Saints. As Holineſs in the Creature is a Ray derived from the infinite Beauty of 


God's Holineſs, ſo the Love of Holineſs is a ſpark from the facred Fire of his Love. St. 
John exhorts Chriſtians, Let us love one another, for Love is of God, Natural Love a- 
mong Men is by his general Providence, but a gracious Love to the Saints is by his 
ſpecial Influence. The natural AﬀeRtion muſt be baptized with the' Holy Ghoſt, as with 
Fire, to refine it to a Divine Purity. 


Secondly, The Qualifications of this Love are as follow : $ 

I. It is ſincere and cordial; it does not appear only in Expreſſions from the Tongue 
and Countenance, but ſprings from the Integrity of the Heart. *Tis ſtiled unfeigned 
Love of the Brethren ; 'tis a Love not in Word and Tongue only, but in Deed and Truth. A 
counterfeit formal Aﬀection, ſet oft with arttficial Colours, is ſo far from being pleaſing 
to God, the Searcher and Judg of Hearts, that 'tis infinitely provoking to him. 

2. Tis pure ; the attractive Cauſe of it is the Image of God appearing in them. Our 
Saviour aſſures vs, that Love hal be gloriouſly rewarded, that reſpes a Diſciple upon 
that account as a Diſciple, and a righteous Man as a righteous Man. The holy Love com- 
manded in the Goſpel], is to Chriſtians for their Divine Relation, as the Children of 
God, as the Members of Chriſt, and Temples of the Holy Ghoſt. 

- 3. From hence it is univerſal, extended to all the Saints. The Church is compoſed of 
Chriſtians that are different in their Giſts and Graces,and in their external Order ; ſome 


excel in Knowleedg, and Zeal, and Love, in active Graces ; others in Humility, Meck- 


neſs and Patience, that ſuſtain and adorn them in Sufferings ; ſome are in a higher Rank, 
others are in humble Circumſtances : as in the viſible World things are placed ſutably 
to their Natures, the Stars in the Heavens, Flowers in the Earth : and our ſpecial Re- 
{pes are due to thoſe whom the Favour of God has dignified above others, and in 
whom the Brightneſs and Power of Grace ſhines more L 
are more Reaſons that make a Perſon deſerving Love, the degrees of Love thould riſe 
in proportion. But a dear Aﬀection is due even to the loweſt Saints; for all have Com- 
munion 1n the ſame holy Nature, and are equally inſtated in the fame bleſſed Alli- 
ance, | 

4- It muſt be fervent, not only in Truth, but in a degree of. Eminency. St. Peter 
joins the two Qualifications ; See that ye love one another with a pure Heart fervent- 
ly. Our Saviour ſets before us his own Pattern, as a Pillar of Fire to direct and inflame 


Joh. 15. 12. US 3 This is my Commandment, that ye love one another as I have loved you. 4s T have loved 


PA), Is. 


you / Admirable Example ! His Love was ſingular and ſuperlative ; a Love that faves 
and aſtoniſhes us at once; for he willingly gave his precious Life tor our Ranſom. This 


we ſhould endeavour to reſemble, tho' our higheſt Expreſſions of Love and Compaſſion 


to the Saints, are but a weak and imperfe& Imitation of his Divine Perfection, 

I ſhall add farther ; This Love includes all kinds of Love. 

I. The Love of Efteem correſpondent to the real Worth and ſpecial Goodneſs of the 
Saints, *Tis one Character of a Citizen of Heaven, that i» his Eyes a. vile Perſon is 
contemned, however {et oft by the Glory of the World, and the Ornaments of the pre- 
ſent State, that, as a falſe Mask, conceal their foul Deformity to carnal Perſons ; but ke 

| | honour s 


early : for according as there 
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honours them that fear the Lord, tho' dishgured by Calumnies, tho? obſcur'd and depreſs'd* ; 


by Afflictions, and made like their bleſſed Head, in whom there was no Form nor Come- 


lineſs in the Fudgment of Fools. In our Valuation, Divine Grace ſhould turn the Scales 
againlt all the natural or acquired PerfeCtions of Body or Mind ; Beauty, Strength, Wit, 


Eloquence, human Wiſdom ; againſt all the external Advantages of this Life, Nobility, 
Riches, Power, and whatever 1s admired by a carnal Eye, The Judgment and Love of 
God ſhould regulate ours. A Saint 1s more valued by God, than the higheſt Princes ; 
nay, than the Angels themſelves, conſidered only with reſpe& to their ſpiritual Na- 
ture. He calls them his peculiar Treaſure, his Fewels, the firſt. Fruits of the Cheatutes, (a- 
cred for his Ufe and Glory, in compariſon of whom, the reſt of the World are but 
Dregs, a corrupt Maſs. They are ſtiled his Sons; being Partakers of that Life of which 


he is the Author and Pattern : And what are all the Titles on Earth, compared with fo 
Divine a Dignity ? - | ES aohoo 94g 

2. The Love of Defire, of their preſent and future Happineſs. The PerſeQtion of Love 
conliſts more in the Deſire than in the Effects; and the continued fervent Prayets that 
the Saints preſent to God for one another, are the Expreſſions of their-Love: © + ., 

3. The Love of Delight, in ſpiritual Communion with them, All the AttraQtives of 
human Converſation, Wit, Mirth; Sweetneſs of Behaviour, and wife Diſcourſe, cannot 
make any Society ſo dear and pleaſant to one that is a Lover of Holineſs, as the Com- 
munion of Saints. David, whoſe Breaſt was very fenfible of the tender Aﬀections of 
Loye and Joy, tells us, That the Saints in the Earth, the Excellent, were 'the chief Ob- 
jedt of his Delight. And conſequent to this, there is: a cordial Sympathy with them in 


. Plal. IE. 


their Joys and Sorrows, being Members of the fame Body, and having an Tntereſt in | 


all their Good or Evil. *Tis obſervable, when the Holy Spirit deſcribes the ſweeteſt 
human Comforts that are the preſent Reward of the godly Man, the Enjoyment of his 
Eſtate in the dear Sociery of his Wife and Children, there is a Promiſe annex'd, that 


» 


ſiveerens all the reſt, That he ſhall ſee the Good of Jeruſalem, and Peace upon Iſrael. With- 


out this all Temporal Comforts are mix'd with bitter Diſpleaſure to him. There is an 


. 


eminent Inſtance of this in Nehemiah, whom all the Pleaſures of the Perſian Court we. z. 


could not ſatisfy, whilſt Feruſalem was deſolately miſerable. Ds digs 
4. The Love of Service and Beneficence, that declares it (elf in all outward Offices 


and Acts for the Good of the Saints : And theſe are various ; ſome are of a ſublimer. 


Nature, and concern their Souls ; as. ſpiritual Counſel and Inſtruction, compaſhonate 


Admonition and Conſolation, the confirming them in Good, and the fortifying them 


againſt Evil, the doing whatever may preſerve and advance. the Life and Vigor of the 


inward Man; others reſpe& their Bodies and Temporal Condition ; direfting them in 


their Afﬀairs, protecting them from Injuries, ſupplying their' Wants, univerlallyfaffiſt- 


ing them for their tolerable Paſſage through the World. . And all theſe Ads are to be 
chcarfully performed ; there is more Joy in conferring than receiving a Benefit, be. 
cauſe Love is mope exerciſed in the one than the other. In ſhort, the higheſt Effet of 


' Love that compfizes all the reſt, is to die for the Brethren ; and this we ought to do 


when the Honour of God, and Welfare of the Church require it. Hereby percerye we 
the Love of Ged, becauſe he laid down his Life for us; and we ought tq lay down our Lives 
for the Brethren, It Chriſtians thus loved one another, the Church on Earth wquld be 
a lively Image of the bleſſed Society above. Eg Ol on Oy” 

IIT. The Love of God, and Obedience to his Commands, the Produdt of it are to be 
conſidered. | EE Ed on CO 

Firſt, The Love of God has its Riſe from the'Conſideration of his amiable Excellen. 


cies, that render him' infinitely worthy of the higheſt Aﬀetion ;. and from the'bleſſ 
Benefits of Creation, Preſervation, Redemption and Glorification, that we may expe 
from his pure Goodneſs and Mercy, This is the moſt clear and eſſential CharaQter of 
a Child of God, and moſt peculiarly diſtinguiſhes him from unrenewed Men, however 
accompliſhed by Civil Vertues. | Me Oy CO el 
Now the internal Exerciſe'of Love to God, in the Valuation of his Favour, as that 
which is better than Life, in earneſt Deſires of Communion with him, in raviſhing Joy 
in the Teſtimonics and Aſſurance of his Love, in mourning for what is diſpleaſing to 
him, is in the ſecret of the Soul; but with this there is inſeparably join'd a true and vi- 


Pſal. 128, 


ſible Declaration of our Love in Obedience to him. This s the Love of God, the molt 7.1, 7 6. 


real and undeceit{ul Expreſſion of it, that we keep his Commandments. 
The Obedience that ſprings from Love, is, RT, A 
x. Uniform and univerſal ; for the two principal and neceſſary Effedts of Love 
an ardent Deſire to pleaſe God, and an equal Care not to difpleaſe him in any thing. 
Now the Law of God is the Signification of his. Soveraign and Holy Will, and the do- 
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1 Cor. 10.31. 


Phil.3.26, rt, 


ve 


ing of it is very pleaſing to him, both upon the account of the SubjcRtion of the Crea- 
ture to bis Ay” and Conformity to his Purity : He declares that Obedience 1s bet- 
ter than the moſt coſtly Sacrifice. There is an abſolute peremptory Repugnance be- 
tween Love to him, and deſpiſing his Commands : And from thence it tollows, that 
Love inclines the Soul ro obey all God's Precepts, not only thoſe of eaſy Obſervation, 
but the moſt difficult and diſtaſteful to the Carnal Appetites ; for the Authority of God 
runs through all, and his Holineſs ſhines in all. Servile Fear is a partial Principle, and 


cauſes an unequal Reſpect to the Divine Law ;. it reſtrains from Sins of greater Guilt, 


from ſuch diſorderly and diſſolute Aftions at which Conſcience takes Fire ; but others 
are indulged : it excites to,good Works of ſome kind, but negleas others that are 
equally neceſſary. But Love regards the whole Law in all its Injunctions and Prohibi- 
tions ; not meerly to pleaſe our ſelves, that we may not feel the ſtings of an accuſing 
Conſcience, but to pleaſe the Law-giver. _ . | 

2. The Obedience of Love is accurate ; and this is a natural Conſequence of the 
former. 'The Divine Law is a Rule not only for our outward Converſation, but of our 
Thoughts and Aﬀections, of all the interior, workings of the Soul, that are open be- 


fore God. Thus it requires Religious Service, not only in the external Performance, 


but thoſe reverent holy Aﬀections, thoſe pure Aims, wherein the Life and Beauty, the 
Spirit and true Value of Divine Worſhip conſiſts. Thus it commands the Duties of E- 
quity, Chayity and Sobriety, all C:vi] and Natural. Duties for Divine Ends, to pleaſe 
and gferth God. It forbids all kinds and degrees of Sin ; not only groſs Acts, but the in- 
ward Luſtings that have a tendency to them. Now the Love of God is the Principle of 
THOBY Pertection. "Tis called 2he fulfilling of the Law, not only as it 1s a comprehen- 


we Grace, but in that it draws forth all the ative Powers of the Soul to obey it in an + - 
exact manner. This cauſes a tender ſenſe of our Failings, and a ſevere Circumſpetion 
over our Ways, that nothing be allowed that is diſpleaſing 'to the Divine Eyes. Since 
- the moſt excellent Saihts are God's chiefeſt Favourites, Love makes the holy Soul to 


frive to be like him in all poſſible degrees of Purity. Thus St. Paul, in whom the Love 


_ of Chriſt was the JIN commanding Afﬀection, declares, his zealous endeavour to 
e 


be conformable to the death of Chriſt, in dying to Sin, as'Chriſt died for Sin, and that he 
might attain to the Reſurrettion of the Dead, that PerfeQion of Holineſs that is in the 


umnmortal State, 
3- The Obedience of Love is choſen and pleaſant. This is the Love of God, that we 


keep his Commandments, and his Commandments are not grievous. Thoſe that are Strangers 


to this Heavenly Aﬀection, imagine that a ſollicitous diligent Reſpect to all God's Pre- 
cepts, is a melancholly Task ;' but it is delighttul to the Saints : for Obedience is the 
continual exerciſe of Love to God, the Paradiſe of holy Souls. The mortification of 
he Carnal Appetites, and the reſtraint from ſuch ObjeRs as powerfully inſinuate and 
engage Carnal Hearts, is with 2 freer Complacency to a Saint, than a ſenſual Fruition 
of them. The ſharpeſt Sutterings for Religion are allayed, nay ſweetned to a Saint 
from the Loye of God, that is then moſt ſincerely, ſtrongly, and purely acted. The 
Apoſtle: more rejoyced in ſharp Tribulation for Chriſt's ſake, than in Divine Re- 


» 


ation, | | 
he Love of Gad produces perſevering Obedience. Servile Compliance is in- 


7 
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conſtant. A Slave hates the Duties he performs, and loves the Sins he dares not com- 
mit ; therefore as ſoon as he is releas'd from his Chain and his Fear, his Qbedience cea- 
{es : but a Son is perieAly pleas d with his Father's Will, and the Tenor of his Life is 
correſpondent to it. He rhat is preſs'd by Fear to ſerve in an Army, will deſert his Co- 
lours the firſt Opportunity ; but a Voluntier, that for the love of Valour, and of his 
Country, liſts himſelf, will continue in the Service. The Motion that is cauſed by out- 
ward Poiſes, will.ceaſe when the Weights are down ; but that which proceeds from an 
inward Principle of Life, is continual ; and ſuch is the Love of God planted in the 
Breaſt of a Chriſtian. = | 
IV. We are to prove that from the Love of God, and willing Obedience to his Com- 


 mands,. we may convincingly know the ſincerity of our Love to his Children. 


There is.an inſeparable Union between theſe two Graces, and the one ariſes out of 
the other, . Godlineſs and Brotherly Kindneſs are joined by the Apoſtle. And it will be 
evident, that where this Aﬀection of Love to the Saints is ſincere and gracious, there 
will be an entire-and joyful reſpe& to the Law of God, by conſidering the Reaſons and 
Motives of it. | ON 

Firſt, 'The Divine Command requires this Love. Theſe things I command you, ſaith 
our Saviour, that ye lqve one another, This Precept ſo often repeated, and powertully 
reinforc'd by him, made ſo deep an Impreſlion on the firſt Chriſtians, that they had one 

"I FHleart, 


 cipline, that their Enemies obſerv'd it asa rare and remarkable thing : See how the Chris Tert. 4p. off, 


ground; -T love thy Law, becauſe it is pure. Now Love to the Commarids of 


ObjeQs of his Love ; his Eye and Heart is always upon them. Now if this Confide- 
ratior} excites Love to the Children of God, it will be as powerful to incline us to. 
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Heart, and one Soul, and their Eſtates were common between them. And in the next ſuc- : be E. 
ceeding Ages, this fraternal Love was ſo conſpicuous in the Profeſſors of his ſacred Dil- S: 


ſtians love one another ! ſee how way they are to die for one another ! Now the fame pra- 5 n 
cious Principle that inclines us to do one Command, will make us univerſally willing 
to obſerve all ; for ſincere Obedience prirmarily reſpeQs the Authority of the Law-giver, 
which binds the whole Law upon the Conſcience. And as he that breaks the Law wil- Jain. 4. 
fully in one Point, is guilty of al, becanſe the Violation of a fingle Precept proceeds 
irom the ſame Cauſe that induces Men to tranſgrels all, that is, Contempt of the Di- 
vine Majeſty ; ſo he that fincerely obeys one Command, does with conſent of Heart, 
and ſerious Endeavours obey gll. And from hence 'tis clear, that without a religious 
and unreſerved regard of the Divine Commands, 'tis impoſlible there thould be in any. 
Perſon a graciou? Aﬀection to the Saints ; that is the produd of Obedience to God,and = 
coy the obſervance of his Precepts, is the certain Proof of our Love to. his DO 
-hildren. LA 
Secondly, Spiritual Love to the Saints ariſes from the fight of the Divine Image ap- 
pearing in their Conyerſation, Now M the Beauty of Holineſs be the attrative of our 
Love, it will be faſtned on the Law of God in the moſt intenſe degree. The moſt ex- 
cellent Saints on Earth have ſome mixtures of Corruption ; their Holineſs is like the 
Morning-light, that is checker'd with the Shadows and Obſcurity*vf the Night ; -and 
'tis our Wiſdom not to love their Infirmities , but to preſerve an-unſtained Aﬀection to 
them. But the Law of God is the faireſt Tranſcript of his Nature, wherein his on CN 
ous Holineſs is moſt reſplendent. The Law of the Lord is perfett, converting the Soul ; the Pal. 19.7,% 
Commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightning the Eyes. This raviſh'd the Heart of Da- . 
vid with an inexpreſſible Aﬀedtion. O how I love thy Law { it is my Meditatios all the Pal. 119. 
day. And he repeats the Declaration of his Love to it with new Fervor, appo this 
rod will 
tranſcribe them in our Hearts and Lives. As afteQtionate Expreſſions ' to the Children 
of God, without the real ſupply of their Wants, are but the ſhadows of Ebve ; ſo words 
of Eſteem and Reſpe@ to the Law of God, without unteigned and univerſal Obedi- 
ence, are but an empty Pretence. WE Je eek 
Thirdly, The Divine Relation of the Saints to God as their Father, is.the Motive of 
Spiritual” Love to them. And this is conſequent to the former ; for by partaking of his 
Holineſs, they partake of his Life and Likeneſs. And from hence they are the deareſt 


keep his Commands ; for the Law of God, that is the Copy of his Sacred Will, is moſt 
near to his Nature, and he is infinitely tender of it. Our Saviour tells us, that it # ea- Luk. 16. 17. 


fier for Heaven and Earth to paſs away, than for one tittle of the Law to fail, If the entire - 


World, and all the Inhabitants of it were deſtroyed, there would be no loſs to God; 
_ if _ Law loſe its Authority and Obligation, the Divine Holineſs would ſuffer a 
Blemiſh. 2 kE: 


x 


eaſy, becauſe Ads of Love may be expreſſed to the. Saints from other Principles 
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deavoured to make their Vices vertuous, they made their Vertues vicious. There is a 
natural Love among Perſons united by Conſanguinity, that remains ſo entire ſince the 
Ruin of Mankind by the Fall, and is rather from the torce of Nature, than the virtue 
of the Will, and this is in all kind Offices may be expreſs to the Saints. There is a 
ſweetneſs of Temper'in ſome, that inclines them to wiſh well to all, and ſuch tender 
Aﬀections that are eaſily moved and melted at the Gght of others miſcries ; and ſuch 
may be beneficent and compaſſionate to the Saints in their Aﬀlictions : but the'Spring 
of this Love is Good-Nature, not Divine Grace. There are Human Reſpedts that in- 
cline others to Kindneſs to the Saints, as they are united by Intereſt, Fellow-Citizens 
and Neighbours, and as they receive Advantage by Commerce with them, or as obli- 
ged by their Benefits : But Civil Amity and Gratitude are not that holy Afﬀedtion that 
iS an Aſſurance of our Spiritual State. There are other Motives of Love to the Saints, 
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wo: | SERMON V.. 
that are not ſo low nor mercenary ; in the thickeſt Darkneſs of Paganiſm, the Light of 

Reaſon diſcovered the amiable Excellence of Vertue, as becoming the Human Nature, 

"'Y and uſeful for the Tranquillity and Welfare of Mankind ; and the Moral Goodneſs that 
+, adorns the Saints, the, Innocence, Purity, Meekneſs, Juſtice, Clemency, Benignity, 


that are viſible in their Converſations, may draw Reſpes from others who are Stran- 


gers to the Love of God, and careleſs of his Commandments. 

And as the Miſtake of this Aﬀection is eaſy, fo it is infinitely dangerous; for he thar 
builds his hope of Heaven upon a ſandy Foundation, upon falſe Grounds, will fall ruin- 
ouſly from his Hopes and Felicity at laſt. How fearful will be the Diſappointment of 
one that has been, a. Fayourer. of the Saints, that has detended their Cauſe; protected 

. their Perſons, relieyed their Neceſlities, and preſum'd for this, that his Condition 1s 
ſafe as to Eternity, tho' he lives in the known neglect of other Duties, and the indul- 
gent Practice of ſome Sin?” SY 4. AY | 

- But if we find that our Love to the Children of God flows from our Love to God, 

that ſways the Soul to an entire compliance to his Commands, *and makes us obſer- 

vant of them in the courſe of our Lives: .What-a b/efſed Hope ariſes from this Refletion 2 

| We need not have the Book of the Divine Decrees opened, and the Secrets of Election 
1h. 3-14. unvail'd ; for-we know that we are paſt from Death to Life, if we love the Brethren. This 

Is - > pp Efte& and Sign of the Spiritual Life, and the Seed and Evidence of Eter- 

nal Lite. _ 
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_ How to bear Affictions. 
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HzeBrews XL. 5. 


My Son deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebu- 
$06 ked of him. : | 


HE words are an excellent Paſſage from the Book of the Proverbs ; wherein the 
_ Supream Eternal Wiſdom is repreſented, giving Inſtruction to the Aficted, how 
to behave themſelves under Troubles, ſo as they may prove beneficial to them : the 
Counſel is, that they ſhould preſerve a Temperament of Spirit, between the exceſs and 
| defeCt of Patience and Courage, neither deſpiſing the Chaſtenings of the Lord, by a 
ſinful neglect of them as a ſmall unconcerning matter, nor fainting under them, as a 
Burden fo great and oppreſling, that no Deliverance was to be expected..'To enforce the 
Exhortation, Wiſdom ulſeth rhe amiable and endearing Title, My Sor, to ſignify that God 
1n the quality of a Father,corredts his People ; the Conſideration whereof is very pro- 
per to conciliate Reverence to his Hand,and to encourage their Hopes of a-bleſled 1iJue. 
The Propoſition that ariſes from the Words is this ; ._ . 
'Tis the Duty and beſt Wiſdom of afflifted Chriſtians, to preſerve themſelves from the 
vicious Extreams of deſpifing the Chaſtenings of the Lord, or fainting under them. 
To illuſtrate this by a clear Method, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, + 
T. What it 1s to deſpiſe the Chaſtenings of the Lord, and the Cauſes of it. 
IT. What fainting under his Rebukes ſignifies, and what makes us incident to it. | | 
| _ A inet that 'tis the Duty and beſt Wiſdom of the Afflicted to avoid theſe Extreams. 
IV. Apply 1t. | nal DEN 
[: Firſt, To deſpiſe the Chaſtenings of the Lord, imports the making no account of 
"Our. them, as unworthy of ſerious Regard ; and includes Inconſiderateneſs of Mind, and an 
Inſenſibleneſs of Heart. 
I. Inconſiderateneſs of Mind, with reſpect to the Author or End of Chaſtenings. 
job s.s6, _ C1) With reſpe& to the Author, when the Afflicted looks only downwards,as if the 
Rod of Affliction ſprang out of the Duſt, and there were no ſuperior Cauſe that ſent * 
| , Thus 


Prov. 3. 12. 
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s 1 bus 8 many rs the Evils that befal them, either — as ws Productions of 
Natural Cauſes, or as caſual Events, or the Effects of the Diſpleaſure and Injuſtice of 
Men, but never look on the other fide of the Vail of the ſecond Cauſes, to that inviſt- » 
ble Providence that orders all. -If a Diſeaſe ſtrikes their Bodies, they attribute i Se 
extremity of Heat or Cold, that diſtempers their Humours : if « Loſs comes. in their 
Eſtates, *tis aſcribed to Chance, Carell and Falſerieſs of ſorne upon whom they de. 
pended; but God is concealed from their ſight by the nearneſs of the immediate Agent. . 
Whereas the principal Cauſe of all Temporal Evil is the over-ruling Providence of God. 
Shall there be Evil in a City, and the Lord bath not done it > They come not only with his ames ;. 6. 
Knowledg and Will, but by his Efficiency. The Locuſts that infeaed Egypr are as real Exod. :o. : % 
an Effect of God's Wrath, as the moſt miraculous Plague, altho' an Eaſt Wind brought | Pm 
them, and a Weſt Wind carried them away. The Arrow that was ſhot at a venture, 
and pierc'd between the Joints of A4Aba#s Armour, was directed by. the Fabd of God 
for his DeſtruQtion, Shimei's curſing of David, tho' it was the overflowing of his Gall, 
the Effe& of his Malignity, yet that holy King lookd high Ty and acknowledge ed the - 
Lord hath bidden him. As the Lord is a God of Power, and can inflict Ww 4 Tudg- * Gui 16.1 Its 
ments he pleaſeth immediately; ſo he is a God of Order, and uſuall puniſheth in this. 
World by ſubordinate means. Now where-ever he ſtrikes, tho' his Hand is wtapd.up 
in a Cloud, yet if it be not obſerved, eſpecially if by habitual Incogitancy Men con! 
der not with whom they have to do- in their various Troubles, this pr negle 
no leſs than a deſpiſing the Chaſtenings of the Lord. "9 £86 
(2.) Inconſiderateneſs of the End of the Divine Diſci line, 1$'2 great « 4 ree of Cons 
cempt. The Evils that God inflicts are as real a part of his Providence, as the Bleif 19S 
he beſtows; as in the courſe of Nature the Darkneſs of the Night is by his Order, as 
well as the Light of the Day : therefore they are always ſent for fome wiſe and holy De- 
ſign. Sometime, tho' more rarely, they are only for oxy to exerciſe the Faith, Humi- 
ty, Patience of eminent Saints ; for otherwiſe God would” loſe ina great. meaſure'ths 
Honour and Renown, and his Favourites the Reward of thoſe Graces, Afﬀflitions be- 
ing the Sphere of their Activity. But for the moſt part they are caltigatory, to bring. 
us to a ſight and ſenſe of our State, to render Sin more evident and odious to us. The 
are fitly expreſt, by pouring from Veſſel to Veſſel, that diſcovers the Dregs and Sedi- 


2 Kidg. 22.34. 


ment, and makes it offenſive, that before was concealed. The leaſt A Viction even to EE 


the Godly, is uſually an Application of the Phyſician of Spirits for ſome” {agg 18 Di 
ſtemper : every Corroſive is tor ſome proud Fleſh that muſt be taken away. In ſhort, 
they are deliberate Diſpenſations to cauſe Men to refle& upon their Works and wy, . 
and break oft their Sins by ſincere Obedience. Therefore we are commanded 2s bear 
the Voice of the Rod, and who hath appointed it. "Tis a Preacher of Repentance, to 1 ad yu 
to the Knowledg and Conſideration of our ſelves. The Diſtreſs of Joſepl's Brethre 
was to revive their Memory of his Sorrows cauſed b te their Cruelty, Now when Men 
diſregard the Embaſſy of the Rod, are unconvinceab notwithſtanding its lively Leſ- 
ſons ; when they neither look up to him that ſtrikes, nor within to the Cauſe that Bro 
vokes his Diſpleaſure; when they are careleſs to reform their Ways, and. to'comply 
with his holy Will, as if Afiitions were only common Accidents of this mutable State, . 
the Effects of raſh Fortune or blind Fate, without Deſign and Judgaeeh ans not ſent for 
their Amendment, this is a prodigious deſpiſing of God's Hand. this reaſon the 
Scripture compares Men to the moſt inobſervant Creatures, t to how wi] 4 t Afes. 
deaf Adder, 'to the fily Dove without Heart : and the Advantage i he Beaſts ſide, for 
their Inconſideration proceeds meerly from the. Incapacity 4 flatter, of which they 
are wholly compos'd to perform reflex Ads : but Man's ER a ronerns is 0 - ole fuule of 
his Spirit, that or an n lets his Duty. The Prophet charges this Guilt upon the 
| Jews, Lord, when t s lifted up, they will not ſee. Iſa, 26; 23. 
2. Inſenſibility 0 Heart is an eminent degree of deſpiſing the Lord's Chaſtenings. A 
penſive feeling of Judgments is very congruous, whether we conſider them in genere 
Phyfico, or Moral: ; either materially as aflictive to Nature, or as the figns of Divine 
Diſpleaſure : for the Aﬀeions were planted in the Human Nature by the Hand of God | 
himſelf, and are duly exerciſed in proportion to the quality of their Objects. And 
when Grace comes, it ſoftens the Breaſt, and gives a quick and tender ſenſe of God's 
Frown. | An eminent Inſtance we have in David, tho' of Heroical Courage ; yet in his | 
{ad aſcent to Mount Oliver, he went up weeping with his Head covered, a _ FEEt 2 Sami. 15.36," 
bare, to teſtify his humble and ſubmiſhve ſenſe of God's Anger againſt him. hen 
Men are inſenſible of Judgments, either conſidered as natural or penal Evils ; #* on 
they ſuffer the loſs of Relations or other Troubles, they preſently fly to the Comforts 
of the Heathens, that we are all mortal, and what can't be help'd muſt be endured, 
without 
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| without the Senſe Humanity requires ; that Calm is like that of the dead Sea, a real 

Curſe: Or ſuppoſe natural AﬀeCtion: works a little, yet there 1s no Apprehenſion-and 

Concernment for God's Diſpleaſure, which ſhould be infinitely more afteting than any 

outward Trouble, how ſharp ſoever, no ſerious deep. Humiliation under his Hand, no 

yielding up our ſelves to his Management ; this moſt juſtly provokes him *- of this 

fer. 5. 3} Temper were thoſe deſcribed by ng Ps Thou haſt ſtricken them, but they have not 
grieved ; thou haſt conſumed them, but they refuſed to receive Correfion. 

Secondly, 'The Cauſes of this deſpiſing of God's Chaſtenings are : 

I. A contracted Stupidity of Soul, proceeding from a Courſe in Sin. There is.a na- | 
tural Stubbornneſs and Contumacy in the Heart againſt God, a vicious Quality deri- 
ved from rebellious Adam ; we are all hewn out of the Rock, and dig'd out of the 

| Quarry : and this is one of the worſt Effes of Sin, and a great part ot its Deceitful- 
. neſs, that by ſtealth it increaſeth the yatural Hardneſs, -by degrees it creeps on like a 
Heb. 3.13. Gangreen, and cauſes an Indolency. : The. Practice of Sin makes the Heart like an 
zech. 7. 22. Adamant, the hardeſt of Stones, that exceeds that of Rocks. From hence proceeds 
| ſuch Unteachableneſs of the Mind, that when God ſpeaks and ſtrikes, yet Sinners will 
not be convinc'd ; that Briars and Thorns are only effeQual to reach-them; and ſuch 
an UntraQableneſs in the Will, that when the Sinner is ſtormed by AMiction, and ſome 
Light breaks into the Underſtanding, yet it refuſeth to obey God's Call. 0. 6.455 
2.” Carnal Diverſions are another Cauſe of flighting God's Hand. The Pleaſures and 
Luk. 27. 34. Cares of the World, as they render Men inapprehenſve of Judgments to come, fo re- 
gardleſs of thoſe that are preſent. Some when ever they feel the Smart of a Croſs, uſe 
_ all the Arts of Oblivion to loſe the Senſe of it. The Afﬀiction inſtead of a leading 
them to Repentance, leads them to vain Converſations, to Comedies and other ſinful 
Delights, to drive away Sorrow. Others, altho' they do not venture upon forbidden 
things'to relieve their Melancholy, yet when God by ſharp and fenſible Admonitions 
calls upon: them, they have preſently recourſe to Temporal Comforts, which altho” - 
lawful and innocent in themſelves, yet are as unproper at that time, as the taking of a 
Cordial when a Vomit begins to work : for whereas Chaſtiſements are ſent to awaken 
and affte&t us, by conſidering our Sins in their bitter Fruits, this unſeaſonable Applicati- 
; on of ſenſual Comforts wholly defeats God's Deſign. For nothing ſo much hinders ſe- 
Y rious Conſideration as a voluptuous indulging the Senſes in things pleaſing ; like Opiate 
Medicines, they ſtupify the-Conſcience, and benumn the Heart. "Tis Solomox's Ex- 
preſſion, 1 ſaid of Laughter, It is mad: for as Diſtration breaks the Connexion of the 
| Thoughts, ſo Mirth ſhutfies our moſt ſerious Thoughts into diſorder, and cauſes Men 
1 King, 16. to paſs over their Troubles without Refletion and Remorſe. | 
_ And'25 the Pleaſures, fo the Buſineſs of the World cauſe a ſupine Security under Judg- 
ments. We have an amazing Inſlance of it in Hel the Bethlemite, who laid the Foun- 
dation of his City in the Death of his Firſt-born, and ſet up the Gates of it in his 
youngeſt Son ; yer he was ſo intent upon his Building, that he diſregarded the Divine 


| Joſh. 6.26. Nemefis, that was apparent, fulfilling the terrible Threatning Propheſfied againſt the 
Builder of Ferzcho. 


2 


- 


3- An obſtinate fierceneſs of Spirit, a Diabolical Fortitude. is the Cauſe that ſome- 
times Men deſpiſe afflicting Providences ſo far as to reſiſt them. There is a paſſive Ma- 
ligniry in all, an Unaptneſs to be airing, Am on,- and to receive Spiritual and Heavenly | | 
Impreſſions trom God's Hand ; but in ſome of the Sons of Perdition there 1s an active 
Malignity, wherety they turiouſly repel Judgments as if they could oppoſe the Almigh- 
«6 Their Hearts are of an Anvil-Temper, made harder by Aﬀflictions, and-reverberate 
the Blow, like that Roman Emperor, who inſtead of humbling and reforming at God's 
Voice in Thunder, thundred back again. All Judgments that befal them, are as Strokes 
given to wild Beaſts, that inſtead of taming them, enrage them to higher degrees of 
Fiercenels. = 

Le. 9. 9, 10. _ The Prophet deſcribed ſome of this Rank of Sinners, who faid i» the Pride and Stout- 
b neſs of their Hearts, the Bricks are fallen down, but we will build with hewn Stones : the 
Sycomores are cut down, bat we will change them into Cedars. 


And many though not Explicitly, yet virtually declare a Reſolution notwithſtand- 
ing the moſt viſible Diſcouragements trom Heaven, to proceed in their ſinful courſes 
with more greedineſs, and trom a ſullen ſecret Atheiſm are more ſtrongly carried to 

 gratify rheir Luſts again, when they are in Afflictions. $3. 
» I. _. I fhall proceed to conſider the other Extream of fainting under God's Rebukes. 
bands, 1# The Original Word 6gnifics the ſlackening and relaxing of things that were firm- 
ly join'd together. The Strength ol the Body proceeds from the Union of the Parts, 
when they arc well compacted rogcrher. By their disjointing tis enfecbled,and Foes 
unfit 
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Guilt, and ſingular Unworthineſs in the Perſoh that ſuffers; and upon that actount. 
that Sorrow ſwells ſo high as to overwhelm him. . . ont 
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My Son deſpiſe not thou the es of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebu- 


SEE v ed of him. 
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s, nor faint under them. 1 will not inſiſt upon the Conſideration that 


| to proye,.; tis the beſt Wiſdom not to deſpiſe God's Chaſten» 
*tis the Counſel of the ſupream Wiſdom to us, nor that 'tis the avoiding the vicious Ex. 


treams, which 1 the chiefeſt Point of Moral Prudence : 'But it is the only way to pre- 
vent the greateſt Miſchiefs that will otherwiſe befal us. Tis ſaid, he that is wiſe is 
profitable to himſelf, that is either-in' obtaining Good, or preventing Evils. Now it 
will a * how permicious thoſe Extreams are, by conſidering ; | 


a - * 


. x., The Contempt of Chaſtenings, deprives us of all thoſe Benefits which were in- 


tended bythem, God's End in themis to imbitter Sin to our Taſte, and make us dif: 


reliſh that deadly Poiſon': for as, accorditg to the Rules of Phyſick, Cotitraries are 
Cured by Cootrrie {Sin that previls by Pleaſure, by fomerking delighrfu co the 
arnal Part, 1s "i what is afflitive to-Senſe, Repentance is a Duty that beſt 
lies with Afﬀuction : tor when the Spirit is made ſad, and brought to the Sobriety 
Conſideration, it will more readily refle& upon the true Cauſes of Troubles; When 


» Springs overfloiy, *tis but direQing the Stream into a right Channel, the changin 

Object of our Grief, viz. mourning for Sin inſtead of ſorrowing for Nah 
Trouble, and we arein the way to Happineſs, Senſible Sorrow leads to Godly .Sor- 
row. The natural is firſt, then the ſpiritual. . Now the Deſpiſers of God's Haiid, that 
are unafieted with Judgments, are incapable of this Benefit. For if they -do not feel 
the Blow, how ſhall they take notice of the Hand that ftrikes? If they are not ſoftened 
with Sorrows, how ſhall they receive the Divine Impreſſion 2 If they have no ſenſe of his 

= eaſure , how ſhall they fear to offend him for the future.? If the Medicine doth not 


w can it expel noxious Humours ? 


- EE Sock 


gle of .Chaſtenings doth not only. render them unprofitable, but expoſes 


provokes God to withdraw his Judgmetits for a time, This the Sinner deſired, 
himſelf happy that he is at egſe: Miſerable Deluſion ! This Reſpite is the 


677 
Preſage of his final Ruin. *T'was the deſperate. State of Judah, as God expreſies it, Why 


* 


obſtinate San ; and, finding no anſerable Effet, gives him over to follow the pernici- 
ous ſwinge of his corrupt Deſires. No Severity is. like the ſuffering him in his licenti- 


e 15 inflexible to the Calls of the Word, impene- 
inſenſble. of affliting Providences ; when after 


Cale of Pharaoh, when any of the Plagues were removed: Indulgence occaſioned his 
Indu- 
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Induration. ' As Water taken from the Fire, freezes ſooner and harder, than if the thin-. | 


4 


times hotter for thoſe who cpntemned his Threatnings. God tells: the 1/7aelires, . If Boom: þ . j 


unafteted, he ſtrikes his' Body with a lingring, or acute Diſeaſe : if ſtill he be not 
concern'd for God's Diſpleaſure, 'he wounds his Spitit, makes him ſick in Senſe. and. 
Conſcience at the ſame time, fills. him with Terror by the RefleQtion upon his wicked: . * 
Ways, and the fore-ſight of that dreadful Tribunal before which nt appears nat. 


altho he cannor live, he dare notdie ; tho his Earthly. Tabernacle be ready to fall upon. 
him, he is afraid. to go ont and meet the ſupreme Judg :: and if this dothnot workafin- _ 5 


cerethorow Change, God caſts him into Hell to. the Company of the Giants, thoſe. Prov. 21. r6/ 
bold Rebels that fought againſt God. Briefly, as -under the Law, an incorrigible: Son. 
that neglected his Father's Reproofs, was to die without Mercy ; ſo an unreformed Sins. Vid Mr. 
ner who kicks againſt the Pricks, and refuſes to ſubmit to God's Correftions, ſhall- be ag in 
cut off in his Obſtinacy ; Juſtice will proceed to Excifion, and Ads of Vengeance a-- as 

ainſt him. dt og ee; POE ar 2 TRE 
. (3. Fainting under Chaſtenings is pernicious to Sufferers : for it renders them utter 
ly indiſpoſed for the Performance of Duty, and uncapable of receiving the Comforts 
proper for an afflicted State. Od oe Rp egy 


ba, 


1/. It renders them utterly indiſpoſed ſor the performance of Duty.- Hope draws 
forth all the aQtive Powers of the Soul ; 'tis the great Motive to Diligence, and. Inftru:. 
ment of Duty. Deſpair, like extremity of Cold that checks the Spring, and binds up. 
the Earth that its Fruits cannnot appear, hinders the free Exerciſe of Reaſon and Grace, 
and cuts the Sinews of Obedience. He that is hopeleſs of a good Iſſue out. of Troubles, 
will neither repent, nor pray, nor reform, but indulges barren Tears inſtead of real 
Duties. p ER ws : 
| Beſides, it often falls out, that the ſame AfMiction is ſent from God's Diſpleaſure up- 
on his People for their Sins, and is the Efle& of the Rape of Men againſt them upon 
the account of their profeſſing his Name. Such is the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, that, 
by the ſame fiery Trial he may refine his Servants from their Droſs and Impurities, and 
render the Glory of the Goſpel more conſpicuous. The Hatred of Religion, and « blind 
Fury may tranſport Men to Acts of Cruelty againſt the Saints ; but 'ris by the permiſ- 
ſion of the univerſal Soveraign, who hath the Hearts of all in his Hands, and ſuffers 
their Rage for holy Ends. The Enemy deſigns againſt their Faith, but God's Aim is to 
make them reform their Lives, | LS To ney death ED Rane on 
Now it either through ſtrong Fears, or the ſtinging ſenſe of Troubles-upon the ac. 
count of Religion, our Courage fails, we are preſently in danger of fallin away, and 
denying our Maſter., The faint-hearted Perfon is uſually falſe-hearted, and for want of 
Reſolution, being frighted out of his Conſcience and Duty, chooſes Sin rather than Suf- 
tering, and thereby juſtly deprives himſelf of the Crown of Life, that is promiſed only 
to thoſe who are faithful unto the Death. Beſides, not only the loſs of Heaven, but the 
Torments of Hell are threatn'd againſt thoſe who withdraw from the Service of God. to _ s 
avoid Temporal Evils. The fearful and unbelieving are in the front of thoſe that ſhall RX *1- 
have part in the Lake of Fire and Brimſtone, which is the ſecond Death, Now what Folly 
is it when two Evils are propounded, tochooſe the greateſt ; that. is, Eternal Death Ia- 
ther than Temporal : and of two Goods to prefer the leſs ; a ſhort Life with its Conve- 
niences on Earth, betore that which 1s eternally Glorious in Heayen.? By which it ap 
pears how much it concerns: us to fortity.and fix our Minds by a ſtedfaſt Belief of God's 


| ſupporting Preſence with us in all Troubles, and of his gracious Promiſe, that in dus + 
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time we ſhall reap if we faint not in well-doing. ES 
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Rom. 12. 12. are rejoycing in Hope © But when the Aﬀiited are under fearfyl Impreſſions that God is 


obſtinate Grief, and rejeRing the Conſolations of God, is the OY of Sorrows, the 


IV | _-- The Uſe ſhall be tofexcite us to! thoſe Duties that are directly contrary to 'the Ex-. 


that he will pleaſe to afflit us for our good.” >: ND erpte 
' Amos3.4 This is the reaſon of that Expoſtulation, 'Wil'a Lion roar in-the Foreſt, when he bath 
-* + * no Prey? Shall God's Threatnings and Judgments have no Effe&t 2 Who ever hardned 
: Vanſelf ayain him, and proſpered 2 Do we provoke the Lord to Fealoufy, the moſt ſenſible 
and ſevere Attribute when it 1s incens'd? Are we ſtronger than he 2 Em we encounter of- 
fended Omnipotency ? Can we with an Army of Luſts oppoſe Myriads of mighty An- 
dels? "Tis not Courage, but ſuch a prodigious degree of Folly and Fury, that one 
would-think *twere impoſlible a reaſonable Creature were capable of it. Yet every Sin- 
Job 15.45,26- mer unreformed by Afflitions is thus deſperate : He ſtretches out his Hand againſt God, 
and ſtrengthens himſelf againſt the Almighty ; he runneth upon him, even on his Neck, upon 
the thick Boſſes of his Bucklers. Such a furious Rebel was Ahaz, who i# the time of his 
; Chron. 28. Diſtreſs, did treſpaſs more againſt the Lord: This is that King Ahaz! But God hath moſt 
. folemaly declared, that he will-be viftorious at laſt over the moſt fierce obdurate Ene- 
mies. As T live, ſaith the Lord, every Knee ſhall bow to me. His Power is infinite, and 
Anger puts an Edg upon his Power, and makes it more terrible. If our Subjection be 
- © not voluntary, it muſt be violent. "Tis our Wiſdom to prevent Adts of Vengeance by 
_ | Job 34.37;32, humble Submiſſions. The Duty of the Aﬀfiicted 1s excellently expreſt by Elihu : Surely 
| it is meet to be ſaid to God, Thave born Chaſtiſements, I will. not offend any more. That 1 
know not, teach thou me : If I have done Iniquity, Iwill do ſo no more. 

; _ _ Add further, upon another account Reverence is due to God's Chaſtenings : for 
whenLove is the Motive that incites one to give us Counſel, tho it be mixt with Re- 
proofs, ' and his Prudence is not great, yet a Reſpe& is due to. the AﬀeRtion. Now God 
who is only wiſe, chaſtiſes Men from a deſire to make them better and happy ; he in+ 
tends primarily to refine, not to conſume them by Affli&ions : ſo that a ſerious regard 
to his Hand is the moſt juſt and neceſſary Duty of the Creature. Briefly, every Cha- 
ſtiſement ſhould leave deep and permanent Impreſſions upon us ; the Senſe of God's Dif. 
pleaſure ſhould make our Hearts mournful and molified, broken and contrite, that his 
Will may be bone by us on Earth as it is in Heaven. 

2. Let us always preſerve an humble Dependance and firm Hope on God; for a bleſ. 
ſed Iſſue out of all our Troubles : The Support and Tranquility of the Soul ariſeth from 

| hence. Chriſtian Patience ſuffers all things as well as Charity, being incouraged by a 
continual expeCtation of Good from him. Patience confirms all other Graces, and is 
to the whole Armonr of God, what the Temper is to. material Weapons, that keeps 
them from breaking in the Combat. Now to maintain a conſtant Hope in Affliction, 
1 4 otondd to conſider the Reaſon of the Exhortation as 'tis admirably amplified by 
the Apoltle. 

( x.) The Relation God ſuſtains when he afflits Believers. - He is a Judg inveſted 
with the Qualtty of a Father, The Covenant of Grace between God and Jeſus Chriſt, 
our true David, contains this obſervable Clauſe, 7f thy Children forſake my Law, and 

pal. 89. 36, Walk not in my Fudgments, If they Break my Statutes, and keep not my Commandments; 
31532. then will I vifit thezr Tranſgreſſions with a Rod, and their Iniquity with Stripes. | 
- The Love that ariſeth trom this Relation, rho it cannot hate, yet it may be diſplea- 
Deut. 8. 5. fed, and chaſtiſe them for their Follies. Moſes tells the Iſraelites, Thou ſhalt conſider > 
4 FREY | thy 
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pare them for Heaven. 
(2.) 'Tis a ſtrong Cordial againſt fai 


ſtinging than thoſe that are unexpeted. Now when we are affured that'thefe:is no Sori — 
whom the Heavenly Father doth not chaſten, we-are' leſs ſurprized-when we meet with - 
Crofles. © Indeed there is hardly any kind of Affliction that may-befal us, i but wehave 
ſome inſtance in Scripture of the Saints ſuffering the fame.  Are:we poor and: mean in 
the World 2 we fhould conſider that Poverty with Holineſs is-a-Divine- Complexion : 
Jeſus Chriſt the holy and beloved Son of God, had not* where-to lay his Head: Are 
we under bodily Diſtempers? good Hezekiah was ſtruck with an uncomfortable Diſeaſe 
as to the Quality of it ; and Gazus had a flouriſhing Soul in a languiſhing \Body.. ' Are 
our dear Relations taken away ? Aaron and David loſt ſome of their. Sons by terrible 
Strokes. Are our Spirits wounded with. the ſenſe of God's Diſpleaſure 2 Fob and Heman 
were under ſtrong Terrors, yet the Favourites of Heaven. Briefly, how many. moſt 
dear to God were called forth to extream and bloody Trials for Defence of the. Truth; - G 
How many Deaths did they endure in one Torment #*: How many. Torments+ in one "$0 
| Death ? yet they were ſo far from fainting, that the more their Pains were exaſper: EE be 
the more their Courage and Joy was ſhining and conſpicuous; 'as the Face of the Hea.. 
vens is never more ſerene and clear, than when the ſharpeſt North Wind blows.” 'Fis 
the Apoſtle's Inference, Seeing we are compaſſed wich ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes, let us run 
with Patience the Race that is ſet before us. Roos Col ops 


This is further enforc'd by the following words, Ie be without Chaſtenis ; whereof TS $7 
all are partakers, then are ye Baſtards, and not Sons. If God doth not vouchlils we the 


Mercy of his Rod, 'tis evident we are not part of his Fatherly Care: 'The Bramble is 

neglected, while the Vine is cut till it bleeds. "Tis a miſerable Privilege to be exempted 

from' Divine Diſcipline, and by Eaſe and Proſperity to be corrupted and made fir for 
Deſtruion. St; Auſtin repreſents one Expoſtulating with God : '0 Deus, iſa eft Fuſtitia Is Pal a. 

tua, ut mali floreant, & boni laborent ! O God, it is righteous with Thee, that the Wick: ky 

ed ſhould proſper, and the Good ſuffer ! Dicis Deo, iſta eſt Fuſtitia tua > & Deus tibs, 

iſta eſt Fides tua * hac enim tibi promifi 2 ad hoc Chriſtianus fatus es, ut in ſeculo iſto; flo: 

reres, © in inferno poſtea torquereris ? God replies to him, Is -this' your Faith? Did 1 

promiſe you Temporal Proſperity 2 'Were you a Chriſtian for this, that you might flou- 

riſh in this World, and be miſerably tormented in Hell} © i $0177 | 


4 ee 


The Apoſtle repreſents the ſpecial Prerogative of God as the Father of Spirits, and ſo 
hath a nearer Claim to us than the Fathers of our Fleſh, and that he is not liable. to OB 
thoſe Impertections that attend the Earthly Relations. They for a few days chaſtened us _ ny 
their own Pleaſure. Human Love is a troubled irregular Paſſion, mixt with Ignorance, 
and prone to Error in the Excels or Defect. Sometimes Parents are indulgent, and by 
a cruel Compaſſion ſpare'their Children when they are faulty : ſometimes they correct 
without Cauſe, ſometimes when the Reaſon is juſt, yet they err in the manner or mea- 
ſure of the Correftion, ſo that their Children are diſcouraged. But in God there'is a 
perfe&t Union of Wiſdom and Love, of Diſcretion and Tenderneſs ; his Aﬀedion:is 
without the leaſt ImperfeQtion. His Wall hoe þ paged by infinite Wiſdom. If his Chil» 
dren offend, he will chaſtiſe them with the Rod of Men, that is, moderately ; for, 4$ in « Sato. 14. 
Scripture things are magnified by the Epithet, Divine or of God, ſo they are leſſened 
by the Epither, Human. Accordingly-the Apoſtle declares to the Corinthians, that no 
Temptations had befallen them, but ſuch as is common to Men : but God is faithful, who will t Cox. 16.14; 


Ver. 9 | 
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708 SERMON VL 
not ſuffer you tobe tempted above that you are able ; but will with the Temptation alſo ma ke a 
w of” , that ye may be able to bear it. As a prudent Phyſician conſults the Strength 
of the Patieng as well as the Quality of the Diſeaſe, and proportions his Medicine ; fo 
all the bitter Ingredients, their Mixture and Meaſure, are diſpens'd by the wiſe Preſcrip- 
| tion of God, according to the degrees of Strength that are in his People. HY 
The Apoſtle ſpecifies the immediate End of God in his Chaſtenings : Bat he for Pro-. 
fit, that we may be partakers of his Holineſs. This is the ſupream Excellency of the Divine 
Nature, and our Conformity to it is ſo valuable, that it renders Aﬀiions not only. to- 
_Ierable, but ſo far deſirable as they contribute to it. In the preſent State our, Graces 
E  areimperfeR, and our Conformity to the Divine Purity is like the Reſemblance of the 
b:/ Sun in a watry Cloud, very 'much beneath the Perfetion and Radiancy of that great 
4 | Light. Now God 1s pleaſed to faſhion us according to his Image by Aﬀlictions. As a 
Statue is cut by the Artificer, to bring it into a beautiful Form. We 
He is pleaſed to bring us into divers Temptations to try our Faith, to work in us Pa. 
tience, to inflame our Prayers, to mortify our Carnal Deſires, to break thoſe-voluntary 
Bonds whereby we are fettered to the Earth, that we may live with thoſe Aﬀections 
wherewith others die. And certainly if we make a true Judgment of things, we have 
' Not theleaſt cauſe to ſuſpe the Love of God when he chaſtites us, to take away Sin 
= the only abominable Obje& of his Hatred and deep Deteſtation, and to render us Partas 
_"—_— kers of the Divine Nature, And the preſent peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs is the Produt 
= in thoſe who are duly exerciſed by their Troubles. Jt is an Alluſion to the Reward of the 
Conquerors in the Olympick Games, who had;;ja-Crown of Olives, the Emblem and 
Shadow of Peace. But true Peace, a Divine Calm in the Conſcience, ſhall be the Re- 
. .._ compence of all that exerciſe their Graces. ſuitable to an afflicted State. In ſhort, the 
z Cor, 11.32, Apoſtle aſſures Believers, that they are chaſtened of the Lord, to prevent their Condemna- 
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 Manthat made the Feaſt i there fliled a King, that is, the Blellsd God mae the Fe TR + ef 


tical Marriage between Chriſt and his Church, and the Type i 


' us: he therefore was made Fleſh, that we might be one Spirit _ 


Ky UK, XIV. 23.” 
The Lord ſaid to the Servant, Compel them to come: in, baton Hake may. k «jul 


UR Bleſſed Saviour] in Fa days of his Hamilicy among other- Inſtances of | ( 

| admirable Condeſcenſiori, was pleaſed in his Sermons to fi / the' Capat 
of the Hearers, and inſtru& them in a familiar caly Way, The infir £4 Fleſh can. 
not behold Spiritual Things ir their immediate Purity'ar it Glot I | 
der ſenfible Compariſons. Therefore his. excellent Goodnefinade | 
luſtrate andexplain by Repreſentations and Patterns bortowed from things commor bo 
known, things of a fyblimer Nature, arid 'niore diſtarit from our'A ppreienſions' i and 
by this in aging lively manner to awaken the Spirit'to-confider by wh is ſaid} Ivha? 
of fanified and to' ſnſinuate into the Aﬀections Divine Truths ſo plalngly orivey: 
ed to us. © VETO TY O7t-NF 07234 

Now of all the Parables' in the Goſpel, this of the Marfidge-F it; \Boih: 
the Excellence of the Matter, and the manner of' Expreſſion ſutable'to'oh 
deſerves the ſerious Application of our Minds and Hearts: -* L will 
tions upon it, that maybe uſeful and introduQive to the followiy 


Two General Parts are to be conſidered, in it : viz; /// FF: 
I. The Narrative of the Preparatioris, and the Perſons invited to 'the Faſt” | 
WH. The Succeſs of the Invitation. © OT 


In unfolding theſe Generals, I ſhall confider the Subſtance of tha Pirable, oy 7 ith xn 
ſtraining it by far-fetch'd Parallels beyond the Iritention of our Saviour. "Tis 4:ciirions 
Folly to turn every Figure 4 wieca into an Allegory. The Parable" is the ſime: ith 
Subſtance with at in ate 124 Chapter of St. Matthew, from the 14 Verſeto the 15th: 
that indeed has more of GCireumſtance and Magnificerite ih-tlis Relati6n-'"The certain 


the Marriage of his Son : Under this Figure of a Royal Marriage is reprefented'the My: 
the Reality. If we conſider the Perſbns join'd inthis: Divine Al C6; _ Son of "+ God, 
of the ſame Nature, of equal'and eternal Greatneſs with'his TR tounite H 
to ſinful miſerable Creatures in a Conjugal Relation," the moſdtender'and enti 
an immenſe. diſtance was to be overcome ? What a ſeeming a Srncks es | red 
him? In order'to this it was'neceſfary: there ſhould be'a Conformi iv of Nat wy Io © 27 nnd 
Nature in 2 Perſonal Union to the Deity, that he might marry our Perſons in «Shi 5 I wa 
Union. He was a Saviour to redeem us, that he might bea Husband to-invich us;; ſto niths 
ing Love | The Lord of Glory, hi gher than the Heavetis; ab low 25 to alot 
poor Duſt: he gave his Life or us, and himſelf to: us for ver. 'What Honont and HIS3. 
pineſs accrues'to us by this Alliance ! the os of Anpd8's our Babband:” s Gifts are 
anſverable to his Love : he is Heir of all thi ings, ani dows 1 his Chtok with” Heaven 
and Farth: the Apoſtle aſſures Believers all things'are "Yours, and you ate ChriſPs,# 7 
Chriſt i; Go's. | Our Communion with him is ſo perfect; that he" dif harges.us-of oh 
the Evils that we cannot bear, our Sins arid the Curſe due to them, by raking them 
upon himſelf, and: beſtows upon us all the Bleflings "and Bleſſedneſ we. are capa oy 
enjoy, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification and Redem FOO 

By the great Supper prepar'd, we are to underſtand the Manifctation of the Meſlak, 
with all the moſt precious and unyaluable Benefits purchaſed and conferr'd by him up- 
on Believers; the Pardon of Sins, Adoption into God's Family, the Grates for Com- 
forts of the Spirit, and eternal Glory, the becoming Teſtimonies of his Grearneſs and 
Love. 

' The prime Gueſts invited to this Feaſt are the Fews, the ſelec People of God.” ys 
whom R24:-P) the Adoption, and the Glory, and the Covenants, and the giving f the” Can 
.and the Service of God, and the Promiſes : Whoſe are the Fathers, and of- hes 


| "> FF-LI4 


.the Fleſh Chriſt came, who i over all, vo Bleſſed for ever, When other Natta wer. ; 
: excluded 
i 
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210. SERMON VI. 


excluded from the Alliance of God, his Preſence and Worſhip was their Privilege, and 
for them this Feaſt, was principally, intended. _ TD Eo Re: 
The Jobs kB: in the bw the ore firſt, Moſes and, the Prophets, inclu- 


—— 


Rom. 3. :. ſively to John thaBaptiſt ; all-to whom #he QF acles: of God werezongnitted, and by whom 
Deut. 18. the eternal Counſels of his Wiſdom were declard concerning the Meſſias. All” their 
Pfal. 2. Prophecies, as ſo many Lines, meet in this Center. _The other Servants were the 
+1 14. Apoſtles, who were commanded 7o preach the Goſpel firſt at Jeruſalem. The firſt order 
. of Seryants, and the ſecond, both propoſed the ſame Meſſias, as the Object of our Faith 
' and Love; but the Prophets under Shadows and Figures in the Promiſes, the Apoſtles 
clearly in the.'Truth and Accompliſhment. The firſt invited while the Preparations 
were annua deity ages yoga Miniſters are 'more earneſt and preſſing, Come, for 
all things are now ready. And in comparing theſe two Periods of Time, there 1s the mot 
ſhining and ſenſible Evidence of the Truth of the. Chriſtian Religion : for the Marks of 
; it-areclear in the Prophecies by their exat- References to the Accompliſhment in the 
Perſon of Chriſt ; and they are. clear in the' Acconfpliſhment by the CO Emneocn to 
the Prophecies. . Who can ſuſpend Afent that our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt is the 
Work -of Divine Providence, when the deſign of it is fo exatly delineated in the 
P | 


-.. Thus the unchangeable. Firmneſs and Stability of God's Counſel is the Foundation of 
our. Faith, . The Conſummation of the Marriage will be at the ſecond coming of 
Luk.r4.18,19, TI, The Succeſs of the Invitation is related, They all with one Conſent began to make 
** Excuſe. The firſt ſaid, I have bought a piece 'ef Ground, and I'muſt needs go to ſee it : An- 
other ſaid, I have bought five Toke of Oxen, and go to prove them : And another ſaid, 7 
have married a Wife, and I cannot come. All the Carnal Aﬀections are readily and pre- 
ſently conſpiring in the refuſal. It may ſeem that the Allegations of a Purchaſe and Mar- 
Triage for not corning to a Feaſt were very reaſonable : but the Feaſt repreſents Celeſtial 


Happineſs, in compariſon of which all the Profits and Pleaſures of this World are but 


I 


Loſs and Dung: *Tis evident then, their Excuſes are ſtrong Accuſations of their Folly 
and Ingratitrade : Of Folly in preferring Shadows before ſubſtantial Felicity, Moments 


before Eternity : Of Ingratitude, in rejefting contumeliouſly the moſt gracious and ear. 
neſt Offer of ſuch a Happineſs. This is ſpoken of the Fews, who lived in the time of the 
Son of God's Deſcent for the Salvation of Men-: The love of the World cauſed them to 
deſpiſe his mean Appearance, and negle@ the Call of humble Mercy. Upon their re- 
Ver. 11: Ffuſal; the Servant came and ſhewed his Lord theſe things; Then the Maſter of the Houſe be- 
ing Angry, ſaid to his Servant, Go out quickly into the Streets and Lanes of the Cy, and 
Ver. 22; bring im bither the Poor, and the Maimed, and the Halt, and the Blind. And the Servant 
| faid; Lord, it is done as thou haſt commanded, and yet there is Room. And the Lord ſaid 
Ver. 23. auto the Servant, Go out into the High-ways and Hedges, and compel them to come in, that 
Ver. 24 4 y be filled, For I ſay unto you, that none of thoſe Men that were bidden, ſhall 
| p 4" ey | 
..- The Refuſers are for ever excluded from the Joy of this Royal Feaſt, being as unwor- 
thy as unwilling to partake of it. This Judgment is ſtill viſible upon the Nation of the 
: Tews, who conſent to their Progenitors rejecting and condemning the Meflias, and will - 
: not be convinced of the obſtinate Impoſture that was deviſed to prevent the: Belief of 
his ReſurreQion. But it did not become the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, that ſuch 
coſtly Preparations ſhould be loſt : it was requiſite that ſome Perſons. ſhould actually 
come to the Feaſt, that is, obey the Heavenly Call, and receive the Goſpel ; for other- 
wiſe the Redemption the Son of God ſo dearly acquir'd, had been withoutFruit, he had 
ifs. 4- 9,6. died in vain, which is directly contrary to the Promiſe of. God to him. 7 will give thee 
' for a Light tothe Gentiles, that thou mayſt be my Salvation to the ends of the Earth, Ac+ 
cordingly the Servant is ordered to bring in the Poor, the Lame, and the Blind, and to 
go into the High-ways and Hedges, and compel them to come in, that the Houſe may be filled. 
Theſe Expreſlions declare the extream Miſery of the Heathens, who were at that time 
Epheſ. 2. 12. without Chriſt, Aliens from the Commonwealth of I{rael, Strangers from the Covenants of 
Promiſe, having no Hope, and without God in the World. | 
-.. Compel them to come in. The Papiſts allege this Text to give colour to their Cruelty, 
jatheir violent ways of making Proſelytes to their Idolatry. Their convincing Argu- 
ments are Swords, and Racks, and Gibbets, and Fires. It this be a proper Method of 
converting Men'to Religion, the greateſt Tyrants are the molt intallible Teachers. The 
Vanity and Impiety of the Pretence will appear by conſidering, 
x. Tis ridiculous to Reaſon, to uſe forcible Means for ſuch an End : for the Under- 
ſanding is a reaſonable Faculty, and can only be convinc'd by inſtructing Reaſons. -It 
| cannot 
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| cannot judge of things but as they appear, nor aſſent againſt its RON ; Indeed 


been made by their Dragoons, not their DoQors; - +. - | : Os. 
2. This is moſt contrary to rhe Practice of our: Saviour, and to the Spirit of the Go- 
ſpel. The Sword that Chriſt uſeth in {ubduing his .Enemies, and 'rhaking# them willing 


"© 


Subjects to his Scepter, Goes out of his Mouth, His Kingdom was. introduced: into' the ey, ts: 55; 
World by Preaching and Miracles, 'by: doing Good: arid ſuffering Evil : he open'd the 
way for the Goſpel not by killing his Enemies, but by«dying himſelf, and in his Mem» 
bers : The eſtabliſhing and enlarging: his Religionare by futable+ ineans, the Illamina- 
tion of Mens Minds, the Perſwafion of their Wills, the drawing of their AﬀeRtions. ta 
embrace it. Accordingly. the Apoſtle tells us; The 5 oh of our Warfare are not tarnal, > Cor.10.4;5; 
but mighty through God to the pulling down of ſtrong, Holds ; Caſting, down Imagjnations, and 

every high thing that exalteth it ſelf againſt the Knowledg/ of God, and bringing” into _Capti- 


. : TY 
33? 


vity every Thought to the Obedience of Chriſt, The Weapon ns are ſatable to the Warfar, 


_ A «7 


the Warfare to the Kingdom, which is Spiritual, "wot of this World. The uſing 0 


of Force b 
to conſtrain Men to embrace the Chriſtian Religion;-is contrary to the Love; the Good: | 
neſs, Meekneſs, Clemency and Benignity, - the bleſſed Temper the Goſpel plants in:the 
Breaſts of Chriſtians. How ſeverely did our Saviour rebuke the fiery Spirit in James Lak. 5. 552 
and John > Tou know not what manner of Spirit you are of ; the Son of Man came not to: de= © 
ftroy Mens Lives, but to ſave them. "Tis contrary toi'the Golden Rule given to all-his 
Diſciples, What you would have others do to you, do you'to them.  * >a Tame : 
But this muſt be acknowledged, that*tis very congruou make.uſe. of © © 
the material Sword, when the Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, ſtrikes through the | 
Heart of Popery. The DoQrine of the Maſs is a clear Contradiction to the Scripture, and 
2 notorious derogating from the: Value and Virtue of Chriſt's Death :: they: ſay *ris an * 
Tz unbloody Sacrifice of Chriſt, propitiatory for the Living and. the. Dead : Whereas aur 
Fs Saviout was offered up but once, the Maſs is ten thouſand times in a day repeate 
Chriſt's Sacrifice was with Blood, and'an unbloody Sacrifice is not propitiatory 


"0" 


013;Y hat the Papifts ma 
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can obtain Remiſſion. Where can they find in Scripture the Religious Worthip of - the 


as are arm'd with Authority, eſpecially if that Authority be eſteem'd ſacred.. ' But'to 


ons were compelled to receive the Goſpel by the Apo 
ſea them 1n Chriſt's ſtead to be rec 

led toGod. Their Doqrine was recommended by the Holineſs of their Lives, :and.ce 
firmed by the Luſter of their Miracles. In ſhort, the Expreſſion ſignifies how: pleaſing 
'1t 15 to God, that thoſe who are invited by = Offers of Grace in the Golpel, ſul 
Yona LZZZ Bang come 
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Rom. $. 


come to Chriſt to obtain Life : and that the Invitation ſhall be efteQual in the Hearts of 
thoſe who belong to the Eletion of Grace. | 

The Propoſition that Iſhall inſiſt on is this : 

'Tis the great D 


uty of the Miniſters of Chriſt to uſe their beſt Endeavours, to inſtrut and 
perſwade Men to embrace the ſaving, Mercies of the Goſpel. 

The Commiſſion was immediately given to the Apoſtles, but extends to the end of 
the World, till the Miniſtration of the Goſpel ſhall ceaſe. I will explicate the Dodrine 
in this order, : a ed pt 

- - . Conſider what is implied, - the Averſeneſs in Men from conſenting to. the Terms 


of Salvation offered in the Goſpel. - ; : 
1I. The Means by which they are wrought on, and induced to come to the Celeſti- 
ale cn 4 5nn ST TE 


III. Prove that *tis the great Duty of the Miniſters of Chriſt to apply themſelves 


» 


with a holy Zeal to bring Men: to'partake of the ſaving Mercies revealed in the Goſpel. 


I. There is an Averſeneſs implied'in the Expreſſion, Compe! them to come in. "This 


. will be evident by are 0s that the World,'the Fleſh, and Satan, are Enemies in 


Combination againſt the Souls of Men, and raiſe an Army of ObjeRions againſt their 


' ſubmitting to the Terms of the Goſpel. io 


_ rt. The World is the general Temptation : the natural World, and the corrupt World, 
the Things and Men otthe World hinder our coming to Chriſt. | 
1}. 'The natural World, compring all the Creatures init, was originally very good, 
both in teſpe& of the Things themſelves, and their deſigned Ule : for they were bene- 
ficial to Man, in order to his ſerving and enjoying the bleſſed God. But fince his Fall 
from the State of unſtain'd Nature, they are accidentally evil to him. The Creatures 
are made fubjet to Vanity, not willingly : they are perverted from their innocent uſe, to 
foment and gratify Mens vicious Appetites. Therefore the Apoſtle declares, the whole 
Creation groans and travels in Pain, is in a kind of Agony ready to faint, not for the Labour, 


ol 


_ but the or, Nap ſuffer. The Charge that God faſtens upon Idolaters, is true a-. 
ly Men : Te have taken my Silver, and my Gold, and have carried into your © 


gainſt Worl 


Temples ) goods pleaſant things. ' The Riches, the Pleaſures, the Greatneſs and Glory 
of the Wor d are the Idols of their Heads and Hearts. The Interpoſition of the Earth 


darkens their Minds,eclipſes their Eſteem of the Fruition of God as their only Happineſs; 


the Love of it alienates and eſtranges their AﬀeQtions from him, their Truſt in it ſlack- 
ens their due Dependance upon him. From hence it is, that the World, which, made 
by God; was a fair and bright Theatre of his Perfetions, to raiſe the Thonghts and 


Aﬀeciions of Men with Delight and Wonder to the bleſſed Creator, as "tis manag'd by 
Satan, and abus'd by the Luſts of Men, is the Shadow of Death : ſuch as ſome Trees 


caſt, that not only intercept the refreſhing Light of the Sun, but ſhed a malignant con- 


_ tagious Influence. . Strange Alteration | 


The World is preſent and ſenſible, and makes an eaſy entrance into the Boſoms of 

Their Souls are ſurpriz'd and deceived by the Suggeſtions of the Senſes, that 
eprefent earthly things as great Realities : ſpiritual and future things are to.them but 
matters of Fancy and Conceit. The preſent and ſucceeding World are like Counter- 
ballances; as. the one riſes, the other ſinks in Mens Opinions. - When 'the World has 
got Poſſeſſion of them, it commands and captivates all their Powers and Faculties. All 
the Preaching in the World is in vain, a Throng of Buſineſs or looſe Diverſions cauſes 


IWreier 


> i 6: 
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the & of the great Salvation. Repreſent to them the attraQtive Mercies of God, 
his meltar 


Bowels open'd in the Goſpel to all repenting Sinners; they are' unmoved, 


Frozen intheir Dregs : Remember them, that their Bodies are dying every day, and 


their Souls are already dead, and that without fincere coming to Chriſt they cannot be 
recovered to the Life of Grace and Glory, 'tis in vain : tell them, they muſt ſhortly ap- 
pear before the dread Lord of Spirits, and be accountable for all things done in this 
World, and the Conſequence will be eternal; all is in vain : they have other Afairs, 
other Deſires, which they regard and purſue ; they are loſt in the Labyrinth of the 
World, and have no Time nor Inclination to ſecure ther main Intereſt. 

*Tis further obſervable, from the Excuſes alledged in the Parable of a Purchaſe, and 
a Marriage, and as 'tis (aid in Mat. 22. That the Invited made light of it, one went to his 


Farm, and another to his Merchandiſe ; that thoſe Temptations ot the World are moſt per- 


Gyaſive and fatal to Men, that ſeem to be very natural and innocent. For what Dut 

is more clearly natural and reaſonable than to make Proviſion of Supplies ſutable to 
their Condition and State, to their Charge and Families ? "Tis true, Conſcience and 
Prudence require that Men ſhould be diligent in their Callings, for the Support and 
Octafarr of tho prefent Life. But the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righteouſneſs that 


leads 
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leads to i, muſt be ſough 


0 und their Sou » of the Sits and 
Miſery of Mens from hence, they Creatures, "as 
Means and Motives of their aſcending Wiſdom: 
to make Temporal Things ſubordinate to Eternal ; tne happy Temper of 
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notorious Sinners will be their Ruin. RY: : en Io 250 ORNATE 
2.dly. The corrupt World, 'thofe who are ſtiled the. Children of this. World, by they 
Example, and by their Oppoſition, are Obſtacles in the way to Heaven, 
Cx.) By Example: for the broad Way is beaten by the Multitude, and few ſtrive ts 
enter in at the ſtrait Gate that leads to Eternal Life. Now Men calily receive the: Im- 
preſſion of Example. Of this there is palpable Evidence; for when Sins are common. 
the Numbers of the Guilty diminiſh the Senſe and Shame of the Guilt. But if Conſe 
ence be ſometimes unquiet, they ſmother the Sparks of Convidtion in their Breaſts. a 
make a reſolute Reckoning they ſhall be in gab worſe condition than others. Miſerable 
Comfort! as if one tortur'd on a Rack could receive any Mitigation of his Pains: by 
the ſight of many others ſuffering the ſame Torture, So contagious are the Faſhio! 
and Manners of the World, that a principal end of our Saviour's Death was to de; 
us from this preſent evil World: that is, not from the Place, but from the depraved_ 
and ſinful Praftices of the Men of the World. The Apotite eter remembers Believe 
Te know that ye are not redeemed with corruptible things, as Silver and Gold, from your wa 
Converſation, received by Tradition from your Fathers ; but with the precious Blood of Chr 
as of a Lamb without Blemiſh and without Spot. So deep was the Pollution, it cou Id only = 
be waſh'd out in that precious Fountain. The Principles and Ways of the World have © 
a mighty Influence to blind and harden Men in Conformity to. them. The Heathen. 
[dolatrics and Impurities were continued ſo long in the World, being commended and 
eſtabliſh'd by publick Cuſtom : and accordingly the Apoſtle tells the Epheſians, the 
time paſt walked according to- the courſe of the World, © 0 oh 
Now to apply this more cloſely to the preſent Subjed : *tis viſible by the Converſari- 
on of. Men in the World, that their Aims, their Appetites, their Endeavours are termi- 
nated in the World : their Souls cleave to it, the Train and Tendency of their Attions 
leads to it. A ſuperficial Tincture of Religion, a Complemental Viſit.to God ſome. 
times in publick Worſhip, contents the moſt ; but their Thoughts, - their Time and R 
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- Strength are ſpent to obtain and enjoy the preſent World; for. 'tis eſteem'd their mai 

ow and Heaven is only fought by the by, as an Acceſſion to their Felj Lp Now 
we uſually approve and effe& things according to common Opinions and Pradtice, tho- 
unreaſonable and exorbitant. The Pſalmiſt ſpeaking of the gathering uncertain Riches, _ 
obſerves, this their way is their Folly, yet tbeir Poſterity a prove their Sayings : they, imi--pſal.-4 7 
tate the Folly of their Progenitors, tho fatal tothem. Men are vain in their Minds, 


and ſecure in their Sins, by Conformity to the numerous Examples that encompaſs 
them. Nay, a regenerate Man by converſing with the unregenerate World, is in 
danger to be tainted in his Judgment, and to be irregular in his AﬀeRions to Ear hly 
Things: he is apt to conceive ſo highly,and to frame ſuch glorious and oodly: Ideas 
of Worldly Excellencies, that his Deſires are inflam'd vo attain them, and proportion- 
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SERMON VIL 


Ifa. 6. 


- diſpara; 


the Ge 
that ſtrives to be holy as God js holy in all manner of Converſation, is the Mark wherein their 
JErond Arrows are faſten'd. The juſt upright Man 3s laughed to ſcorn. Nay, even dull 


<7 »% 2 
; F 11 
s : 
» $, "ew cy 


7 ably heis chill'dand controul'd in the Alacrity and Vigor of his Endeavours aſter Hea- . 


venly things. "Thus as a freſh-Water River by its nearneſs to the Sea has a brackiſh 
Taſte ; ſo even _the Citizens-of Heaven are Prone to be Earthly-minded, by their So- 
ciety with the” Children of this. World. is the wiſe: and earneſt Advice of the 


Apoſtle, - Be not conformed to this World, but be ye transform'd by the renewing of your 


Minds, that ye. may prove what is that good, and acceptable; and perfett. Wil of .God.. 


The Corruption of the World; has deeply ſeiz'd. upon us fince, to purge it away ; a 
Man muſt be. melted anew, and transform d into another | Creature: ,So difficult it 
iS for a Carnal May to reſiſt the. united Fprce.and potent Sway of corrupt Nature and 
'*(2.). By oppoſing thoſe who ſincerely comply. with the Heavenly Call, either by 


Scorn and Derifion, or Violence.and Perſecution, Human Nature is very ſenſible of 


diſparaging RefleQions, and.'tis one ofthe ſpiteful Arts of Satan to makewſe of his In- 
ftraments to deride ſcrious Religion out of the World. *T'is equally;profane and perni- 


cious to turn into Raillery and wild Mirth the Impicties and Impurities of the Wicked, 


and the Holineſs that ſhines. in the Lives of excellent Saints : for the making a Mock of 


Sin, takes away. the juſt Horrour and Deteſtation.of it; and the ſcurrilous vilifying of 
Holineſs, takes away the Veneration and. high Reſpe& that is due to'it. . Carnal Men 
who live in Pleaſures, - without reſtraint of their licentious Appetites, upbraided by the 
holy-and heavenly Conſervation of ſincere Chriſtians,cannot with Patience ſuffer others 
'to praiſe what they ne let; and to countenance their own Looſeneſs, 'and from Re- 


- Nap 


ih, 5 ſcurrilouſly abuſe whom, they will not. imitate... Pure and undefiled Religion ts 


. 


ame that winged Wits fly at. He that avoids the appearance and approach of Sin, 


retches will ſet up for Wits, and attempt by their inſipid Jeſts, and thred-bare Foole- 


- ries to abuſe the Saints. But all the bitter Sarcaſms that are darted upon Religion, are - 


tnfinitely more hurtful to the Defpiſers than the Deſpiſed. -It argues a prodigious De- 
pravation of. Mind in thoſe who take a perverſe delight in ſcorning Holineſs, the glori- 
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*ous Likeneſs of God in Man: ſach in the account of Scripture are the worſt Sinners, the 
moſt forlorn Wretches, whoſe Condition is dreadfu), if not deſperate. 


tr 


— 


his ſcornful expoſing Religion to make Men aſham'd of it, is moſt ſucceſsful upon 


Diſpoſitions of young Perſons, and thoſe who are of higher Birth and Rank in the 
World:” Youth is the Nobung Age, and has a Tenderneſs of Face, that cannot bear the 
Prints of Diſgrace, If one in his early Age begins to breath the Life of Holineſs, if he 
abſtains from fleſhly Luſts that war againſt the Soul, he is repreſented as. fondly nice, 
and ridiculouſly ſcrupulous : no leſs than the ſpecial Grace of God is neceſlary to fortify 
his holy Reſolutions, and make him ſuperior to the Scorns of the Wicked. _ 

The Honourable are fearful of Diſgrace, and more tender of their Reputation, than 
others, being in a greater Light, and expos'd.to more Eyes and Obſervations. If one of 
noble Quality renounces the Vanities and Enticements of the World, makes the Fear of 
the Lord his Treaſure ; it he zealoufly endeavours to. be more. diſtinguiſh'd from others 

by his'eminent Vertues, than by the Splendor of his Condition, ' he is ſcornfully tra- 
duc as a melancholy Fop, as a low Spirit : as if Conſtancy in Devotion, and the Pra- 


ice of Mortification were-a deſcent from his Dignity, and caſt a dark ſad Shade up- 


on his Honour. Thus the vain perverted World vilifies that Holineſs in Men, which the 
bleſſed Angels, adore in God. P th 

But alas, how many that had ſerious Inclinations to be religious, and were entred in- 
to the way 'of Life, have been cool'd and check'd in their firſt Fervors : they could 
not firmly ſuſtain Reproach, and endure Conflicts with the Paſſion of Shame, there- 
fore return'd to the Courſe of the World, and with it have periſh'd to Eternity. We read 


Deut. 25. 17, of the 1ſraelites after their coming out of Foypr, they met in the way with Amalec, 


18,19. 


bat. 443, 
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who feared not God, and ſmote the feeble, and faint, and weary of them : Therefore the 

Lord. ſtrictly charged them to blot out the Memory of Amalec from under Heaven. 

las protane Scorners, that diſcourage Beginners in Religion, may ſee their 
OOM.._ 


To conclude this firſt General, I ſhall obſerve, the Parable repreſents to us, that thoſe 


who were firſt invited, 0: only made light of it, but entreated ſpitefully the Servants, and 


flew them. Their neglect of the gracious Invitation, was like the Sleep of one oppreſt 
with the Fumes of Wine, that docs not hear a Meſſage ſent to him : their cruel Rage 
againſt thoſe who invited them, was like the awaking of a diſtracted Perſon, who hear- 
ing the Voice that calls him, and by an Error of Judgment miſtaking what is ſaid, in 
gh fury 
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ury ſnatches his Swords, and deſtroys thoſe about him. Wicked Men are of Satan 5 
ociety : he was a Murderer from the beginning, and hates the Word of Life. As ſoon | 
as our Saviour was born, and pointed out by a new Star in Heaven, there ,was 


- 


and Contempt 
and deadly Effects. 


bracing it, or cauſe them to forſake it, if they 


and confirm'd, by the Spirit of Pawer'and Love, and, of ſound Mind. TS ke 
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Luxs XIV. $3: 


The Lord ſaid to the Servant, Compel them to come in, that 
So my Houſe may be full. 


Proceed to the ſecond Hinderance of Mens rejeQing the Call of the Goſpel. The 
Fleſh, that in the Language of the Scripture ſignifies the corrupt Nature, and in- 
red Inclinations of Men to forbidden things, obſtru@t their coming to Chriſt. The 
corrupt Nature is called Fleſh, ndt only as that is a term of vilifying, for the Original 
and Reſolution of Fleſh is into the Duſt, but partly with reſpect to its Propagation, and 
chiefly-in that the uſual attractive and defiling Objeas of Mens Thoughts and Deſires 
are carnal, and are enjoyed by the carnal Faculties. Our Minds and Aﬀections are - 
coloured and qualified; diftinguifh'd and denominated from the Objects about which 
they are converſant. This Corruption is ſpread through all the Faculties of the Soul : 
the Mind is carnal in its Principles and AQs, in oppoſition to the Spirit of the Mind renew- | 
ed by Grace : the Will and AﬀeQiions are Saved Whatever is born of. the Fleſh is Fleſh. | 


I Cor. 4. 14. The Apoſtle fully expreſles this Corruption : he ſaith, the natural Man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God; that implies the ſtubborn Averſneſs in the Will and Aﬀedti- 
ons from Spiritual things : for they are Fooliſbneſs to him : neither can he know them, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. The natural Mind -is indiſpos'd and incapable of 

| knowing ſupernatural things in their Reality and Goodneſs, ſo as to raviſh the Will in- 
to.a Compliance, till *tis purified and fpiritualiz'd by the Holy Spirit.-- The ſame Apo- 

| Rom.5, tle tells us, that the Carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God, for it is not ſubjeft to the Law, | 

neither can be, As the Luſts of the Fleſh are oppoſite to the Law of God, ſo the Wiſdom 
of the Fleſh is to the Gofpel. 

This corrupt Nature makes the World ſuch a dangerous Snare to Men : for it binds | 
their Minds ſo as not to ſte the Drofs of Earthly Things, and the Glory of Heavenly. 


St. Johnexpreſles the temapting Objeats of the World by the vicious Aﬀettions that are 
| .- drawn out and faſten'd upon them. AP that s in the World is the Luſt of the Fleſh, the 
Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life ; for the Luſts of Men put a Gloſs upon them, 
and make them pernicious. The Poyſon is not in the Flowers but in the Spider, that 
turns the Extraction from them into irs own Nouriſhment. ' Accordingly St. Peter - 
2 Pet.z. Afpeaks of the Corruption in the World through Luſt, The vain Heart is more deceitful 
than the vain World : for not only Reaſon that inſtructs the Wiſe, but Experience that 
inſtructs Fools, affords ſufficient Convidtion, thar all things here below are Vanity and 
Vexation : there is none ſo low, none ſo exalted in the World, bur find it ſo. By ta- 
ſting a ſprig of Wormwood, the Bitterneſs is perceived as truly as by drinking a ſtrong 
Infuſion of it. The World with all its Varieties is a multiplied and perpetuated Vani- 
ty ; it affords no ſolid Satisfaction : the ſetting down a thouſand Cyphers makes no 
Sums-.But the carnal Heart-is-{o-enchanted-with the-falſe Luftre-and ſeeming Pleaſures 
of the World, that by changing one Vanity for another, it ſeeks and expects Satisfa- 
Fecleſ. 9. ; Aion. This verifies the Obſervation of the Wiſe Preacher, The Heart of the Sons of 
Men is full of Evil, and Madneſs is in their Hearts while they live, and after that they go 
down to the Dead. What a prodigy of Madneſs is it for Men to catch at a ſhadow ot 
Happineſs, to ſeek for that which they are uncertain to find ; and if they do find, they 
are certain to loſe; and to negle& ſubſtantial Felicity, which if they ſincerely ſeek, 


they ſhall obtain, and if they obtain, they ſhall enjoy for ever ! 


- 


But 
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On Luxe 2 


r. The great y of Godlineſs, isthe.; incarnate "Son of " t Bs TY nga 4 
minious and accurſed Death purchaſed a \ ang bleſſed Life for his People : OY Dae 


rine is accounted Fooliſhneſs, and rej 


ftiled the Word of Faith : *tis conve ed40 the'Sou op any and-Efficacy þ Fark 
As Faith in Chriſt was required of .the- Sick, -and Blind; -and,Lame, that his healing 
Vertue might reſt on them ; fo the belief .of = Divinity..of his Perſon and DoRrine 
is the firſt vital Qualification, that makes -us capable 0 ſpiritual RAG: nfid 
ſtops the Fountain of -Grace.. . 4 yie's-. 
The Apoſtle faith, ' the Word preach'd. did wot rofit them that beard 3 a not. \ being -ms 
with Faith, Now altho the light of the Goſj bel be ſo clear and Convincing that h 6 fin. 
cere conſidering Mind cannot ſuſpend its Aſſent to-it, yet the carnal: Mind ftain'd-wirh 
bf kf and vicious Aﬀections, will not admit i it. ph evil Heart is the-prin qplear 
of Unbelzef, 
The Jews from Pride, Vain-Glory, and the Love of the World, rejected the Sen of 
God, tho all the CharaQters of the Meſflias were conſpicuous in him : he did ax come 
with viſible Glory and Obſervation, according to their Expectations and Deſires ; 
ſaw no Form nor Comelineſs in him, and did not believe 'the Report c meerning hin ; . 
were ſcandaliz'd at his Parentage and mean. Condition ;- he diſcovered-' their. 
Sins, and ſharply reproved the reigning Vices among them, which | s e his F 
his Preaching fo odious to them... IETD 
Saviour tells us, that Light was come into the Warld; —_ Men b arkneſs rath 
than Light, becauſe their Deeds are evil. - The Prejudice of their Paſſions v Ro 'as ſo ſtrong 
that they rejeded the ſaving Truths of the Golpel, and be ie X tamnable Delnfic 
Now the. ſame Roots of Offence arein the E arts of. M 


I Car. I, 


y the proud unrenewed Mind... The Goſpel is rom. io. 8. 


Mat. 9g. a$, 


not diſcover Truths fo high as the ps ant yen Dodrines of Chritt. 

1srequiſite as well as Light in the Mind,to know ſpiritual things : : Obedie 

ES of God is the beſt Preparative'to believe his Word. .O Saviour juſl be ine d d $4 F -Phari- 

ſees, they did not repent, that they mig bt believe. Men are ave rſs >; off 1 ec i\ ing tl wo, 

Dodrines that condemn their Lulſts ; 9h are Infidels that they y may. be freely wicked, - 

that the Shadow of REpratance may not diſturb them. 'Tis Fs of Atheiſtical: Scorn- 

ers, they are willingly ignorant : The corrupt Willrules imperiou ly y,. and: ty rn. $1 6 

| Thoughts from thoſe Arguments, which if duly conldlered,, Reaſon with a ſtrong hand . 

| would conſtrain themto acknowledge there is a righteous C Lwhe k ry Au bore to 

| command; and Power to puniſh thoſe who rebel againſt his Laws.. on : 

'Tis true, they pretend to offer ſomething for a more colourable Denial of Cn. 

- tural Revelation : but.the perverſeneſs of Infidelity appears throu gh all their. Pretences. 
Some obje againſt the Sublimaicy of the DoQtrines of the Goſpel.” Jt was we ſcoraful 
Expreſlion of one, This is like the Peace of God that paſſes all Under anadrng, APY 
Reality of things depended upon the Conception and Capacity of 'the Human Mind, 
and Divine Truths were impoſſible becauſe incomprehenſible. Suck. Jooliſh-Pride-ob- 
ſtruts the. Reception of Divine Truths ; and from hence hi ia Ohio ors tn 
ſpiſed as led by a blind Belief. Others are offended Uumplicity of thei ;reve: 
them. The Dodtrines are ſo high they cannot —_ unto, the .maniner of- conveyin 
them is ſo low they will not ſtoop to. But 'tis evident. theſe arguings are not from the 
Reaſon but the Luſts of Men.' Forthe rare Accord of the Matter and Many ne rof the 
Goſpel-Revelation is a ſenſible CharaQter of its Deſcent from God ; "The: Dodrine is 
high and bright, of an extraordinary Elevation ; the Delivery of it.is eafy and famili- 
ar, ſince 'tis for the. Inſtruction and Salvation: of Men; and accordingly the Divine 
Wiſdom has made an exa@t Temperament of theſe things. \Briefly, the corrupe Aﬀecti- 
ons pervert the Will to reject the Goſpel, and the © Pervetones "Will influences the Under- 
ſtanding to diſapprove it. - Nay, carnal Luſts force Men.againſt their Light, (s the 
Jews did Pilate to condemn the Perſon of Chriſt)to'condemn his Dodtine. 

There are many in this degenerate Age, who altho they dare not publickly: own the 
defil'd and abhorr'd Name of Infidels, yet among their Companions employ. We? Wit 
to diſpute and deride the moſt ſublime and ſacred Truths out of the World, - - :'Fhei 
Faces are full of Dearh, the Tokens of Reprobation are viſible upon them. - The "Lure 
will diſcover them to be the wretched Examples of that fearful Rule. 'Tho! ſe who 
deſtin'd to final Ruin are infatuated. | 


2 Pet. 3.5. 
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Others are Believers in Profefſidh and their own Concett, but Infidels in PraQtice, 
Their Faith is but/a; vain Opiniof; a looſe Aſſent to the Chriſtian DoEAtrine, Eecaufe 
is the Religion of the Country,” but with our Radication and+Eſtabliſhment. This is 
evident, conſidering that the DoQrines of the Goſpel are not meecrly intelleQtual, the 
ObjeRs of Theory and Speculation, but moral and practical , the Objects of our 
choice' and ſeeking : This is-a' faithful ſaying, and worthy of all Accgptation, that Feſus 
Chriſt is come tnto the World to'ſave Sinners. - Accordingly the unfeigned belief: of them 
is ſeated not only 'in the Mind,” but in the Heart, and is correſpondent to the infallible 
Truth/and tranſcendent Goodneſs 'of the thing revealed : they make fuch an Impreſſion 

| on the'Soul, that the value of them is above Life, 'and whatever comes in Competition 
is with deſpiſing Difdain reje&ed. But when Men ſeldom remember and little regard 
eternal Things, -how-ſpecious ſoever the Profeſſion is, can there be a reaſonable Belief 
of their Words againſt their Works ? Therefore in the Language of the Scripture, a/ 
that do'not firſt ſeek the-Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righteocfneſi thereof are Unbeliey- 
ers "it being morally-impoſlible that Men ſhould-fincerely believe, and have a due Ap- 
prehenſion of it; but it muſt be the great Deſign'of their Souls, and the main Bulineſs 
of+their:Lives:to obtain it. — + - | 

2. Security is the conſtant Efle of Infidelity, and hardens Men in their Sins, and 
theinegle@ of Salvation ſo dearly purchas'd, and graciouſly offered to them in the Go- 
ſpel. ' Dire Infidels et their Month againſt Heaven, and defy the Furnace of Hell. 
They are blindly bold, and fearleſs of that Judgment that makes the Devils tremble. 
Others, - tho not open' and-palpable Infidels, are in a dead Calm, not ſenſible of their 
Sins, and have ſlight Apprehenſions of their great Danger : Infidelity lies at the bor- 
tom-of their Security. As the Fgyprians in the thick Darkneſs that covered the Land, 
moved not from their Places; ſo many inignorant Darkneſs, ſit down and are at reſt; 
careleſs of the Saviour-that can deliver from the Wrath to come. Only thoſe who have 
ſtrong Apprehenſions of Evils imminent and deſtruQtive, willfly to-Chrift as a Sanctu- 
ary-and Shelter; and fubmit to his Terms of ſaving them. 4 


, 


— ——_—_w@_ _—_—_ 


: . Secondly, The Corrupt Nature will not ſubmit to the Sandtity and Purity of the Go- 
pel. The fore-cited Scripture tells us, the Carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God : and 
that Enmity is armd with many ſtrong Luſts oppoſing his Law. The principal Cauſe 1 
Luke 19. 14. of rejecting the Goſpel is common to all, We will not have this Man to reign over us. Sf] 
*Tis obſervable, that as Holineſs is that Attribute wherein God doth moſt excel, and 
Men are moſt defective ; {© the corrupt Will is moſt oppoſite to it. The Juſtice and 
Power of-God in ſome caſes Men do approve and apply themſelves to : if injuriouſly 
accuſed or oppreſt, they deſire his Juſtice to vindicate their Innocence, and revenge 
their Wrongs : if in Diſtreſs and Exigencies, they pray that his powerful Providence 
may regard and relieve them: but they are extreamly averſe from his Holineſs ſhining 
 inhis Laws, which-excites his Juſtice and Power to puniſh thoſe who rebel againſt it. 
: Kings 12.4, They are ready to ſay to Chriſt, what the rebelious 7/raelites ſaid to Rehoboham, Th 
Father made our Toke grievous : .now therefore make thou the grievous Service of thy Father, 
and his heavy Toke which he put upon w, lighter, and we will ſerve thee. They will mea- 
| ſure out the ſcantling of their Obedience, how far he ſhall rule, and farther they will 
Mat. 5. not yR1d. But our Saviour declares, 7 am not come to deſtroy the Law, but to fulfil it. 
"Tis true, the Goſpel is a Covenant of Grace, a ſoveraign Compoſition of precious 
Promiſes of recovering Grace, and pardoning-Mercy ; but tis alſo a Law, and enjoins 
Repeniee towards God, and Faith in the Lord Feſus Chriſt. As without Compenſation 
to theuſtice, ſo without Conformity -to the Holineſs of God, we can never be reſtored 


to his Favour, and enjoy him as our Felicity. 


Our Saviour preſcribes this indiſpenſable Rule to his Diſciples, F any Man will come 
after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his Croſs and follow me. This is a comprehen- 
CNT OOIEO Duty, and the natural Man has a ſtrong Reluctancy to every part 
of it. 

x. Seli-dependance upon our own Vertues and Duties for the obtaining the Favour of 

| God, and the Eternal Reward, is very natural to Men : it was the Condition of the 
firſt Covenant, to which they cleave. Men of a Fair Converſation, and unblemiſh'd in 

the Eyes of the World, haveſome Sparks of the Phariſee in them, who juſtified himſelf, 
that he was no Extortioner , nor Unjuſt, nor an Adulterer, nor as the profane Pullican ; 
and that he faſted and paid Tithes, Upon ſuch Reaſons many preſume of the Goodneſs 

and Safery of their Spiritual State : they take Pride and Content in themſelves, in their 
Moral Goodneſs, -and do not feel the want of a Saviour, nor apply themſelves with 
humble mourMul Afﬀections to him for Reconciliation to God. Others think by the 

i Worthineſsof their Works to.compenſate for the Unworthineſs of their Sins, ro com- 
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mute one Duty. for Og and ballance their Accoutits-with Heaven; ngticorfidevind 
that if their Works were pertely good, they are burthe: Performance of the os Duty 
if they had: —— aim na - was onegreat-Obſtrudtion/that hinder'd:th he Jews frdrtiifl 
ceiving the Goſpel "_R wan _ God's Righteouſneſs, andy 
bliſh thetr own biakioen neſs ſubmit: themſebves to the Righoat | 
- of ahigh Spirit:will rather amd no: of: his own; 'tharr pivebhg welt 
; Mark of Servile Dependance.... | Pride refiſts Grace, and Grice reſiſts: —_ The: "La 
of Faith requires us to. renounce-not only our Unrighteouſneſs, bovour Rig eovuly 
even the moſt excellent Graces and the Fruits of: them, in compariſon of Cbriſt;! An 
a Foundation of: obtain the'Pardon'of. Sin, and Salvation for eyer-\ 'OurRigh Gu. 
neſsis defetive and defiled;: and cannot endure the trial of God's inilightaing Tribuind 
All our Doings and Sufferings cannot expiate the leaſt Sin ; we muſt: only. rely/\upon 
the Lord our Righteouſneſs, to.reconcile us to God, and that we ms were in Judd. | 
ment. Hewas made Sin: for us, who knew no Sin, that we Ine. be madli the Righ vOuſueſt » Cor. 3. 54, 
of God i im bim, nt! 1n-our ſelves. #, Mr WINE 508 Fo! 8705'7 : 3 
_ How hardit 1s to awaken Men out: of <6 Phariſaical Dream ofitheibown Rich iteduſe. Luke 16; 
neſs, is evidentboth in-the Dodrine and Practice of thoſe-of the Roman Communion; 
They aſſert the formal Cauſe of -our Juſtification -in the ſight of God is our inherent Holt. 
neſs ; they blaſpheme the imputed granny of Chriſt as 2 fantaſtick'Apprehenſfion? 
they Jechuth that good' Works have the. merit of Congruity and Cond zmity to ettris 
Life: ' and: that by Penance, Satisfa@tion is paid to God for their Sin = Sa 's if thiews 
were a Proportion between the one and the oth They ſucceed the Phariſces inrlics 
. proud and ſtubborn Reſiſtance of the-Goſpel. And among other: carnal-Motives-that 
en Men in that corrupt Religion, theſe have a ſpecial force, as quietivg Ce 
andg their Luſts, that they.can make Con | 
God, and that'the Abſohution of a Prieſt ſeals | 
may 'beginwinew Score, and return totheir old Luſts wit! Aﬀeti - 
_ + 2, As Self: implies the Fleſh with its Aﬀections and Luſts, ſo Self:denial and Sin-d: 
nial are of theſameextent. The whole Body of 'C jon with 7 hs parts" of it 


|, even the deareſt, the moſt tender and moſt cheriſh'd: by carnal Men muſt be mortified | 
Z Severe Reſtraints are. laid upon the eſirin g and the angry Appetites, the $1 rings of-all 
| the Sins an oben in in the World. We as ſtrict] Larful Pen ed ti pluck 's: Sk 7D ; 
Brery 7 0 Na oper 

which if you rbrr mga out of het ng _ will ty in your Face. yay "witlin fy R 
enough hear Reproofs againſt Sins to which t] iCinclin'd ; bur if directed agair ; 
their own:Sins,- whether of: Pleaſure or Profit, they will Corn the Reproof, , and. orm 
at the Reprover. ' They.will perform ſome Duties that are conſiſtent with their Carns 
Eaſe and Intereſt, but obſtinately ſtick at others, Herod is a notorious Inſtance< of this: 
"tis related he heard Fohn Baptiſt gladly, andobſerved bim ; aud when be im. be Of mark . 46. 
many things; but his inceſtuous Aﬀecion made him prefer a filthy Harlot b þ te +he 
pure Liw of God. | ; Ss TIED 

One indulged Luſt captivatesthe Soul, and kee = ie: under the Power of Satay, | 
one Leg of 'a Bird be catch'd in a Net, 'tis as ſure held asf its whole 3ody were etl. | 
tangled. OneLukſt ſeparates from Chriſt, andis a Bar againſt our-entes Honey SIG feaven. 
for Chriſt i is the only way to it. The Word of God is: arper than a Yb] d" Sword: 
but carnal Men will interpoſe their Souls between their tender Luſts and the Word, _. | 
receive its deadly/$trokes to ſpare them. The Lord: tells the Jews, -7e wil mot John 9: 
come to me that ye may bave Eife.: They would readily ertbrace a Saviourthat would al. 
low the Pleaſures of Sin, and free them from the Puniſhmetit ; but their Wills were fo | 
ſtrongly engaged, they would ſuffer no Divorce from their beloved: Luſts': they chole _”, 
Hell with Sin, rather Ave Heaven with Holineſs. ; 

The denial of Self includes all thatin the order of Nature belongs to us: 
on all the Supports, the Comforts, the Ornaments and'/Endearmentrs of it; thei | - 
eſt Relations, "Farher and Mother, Brotherand Siſter, Wife and Children, the richeſt 
Poſleſſions, Houſes and Land, muſt be always parted with, in the Preparations of our 
Heart, and Refolutions of. out Wills, and actually, rather than deſert c -Duty: Sach 
a. Supremacy of Aﬀecion is required by. our Saviour, that ſuſpends the *© peration © 
our Love upon all inferior things, when they are in Competition with his” ntereſt ar 
Aaaaa Ia zED 
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Glory. This Command binds all without exemption : therefore he direQshis Follow- 
ers to be arm'd with ExpeRation of hard Entertainment .in the World. Now this Pre- 
cept ems {6 ſevere to carnal Men, that no Motives can reconcile their Aﬀe&ions to it. 


. . £ 


they ate ready to . complain as Micah to them who robb'd bim of his Image and 7era- 
 Phimy-Tou take away my Gods. » As if the Son of God were fuch a poor or illiberal Re. 
warder; . either deteQive in Power or Love, that they ſhould be.Loſers for his ſake. ' 
Thirdly 5 The promiſed Rewards of the Goſpel have no affetive Force upon the Car- 


anth Immortality to-light:; a State of entire endleſs: Joy in the Preſence of "God. Is it 
oflible that Men-ſhould be indifferent and careleſs of their final Happinefs ? *Tis almoſt 
equally difficult to induce Men to'believe and chuſe the Favour and Fruition of ' God, as 
their only Felicity; as to convince them they do not believe and chooſe it." But their 
 Actians declare their Choice, and/their Choice declares :their- Eſteem : for" if his Fa- 
vour were eſteem'd an unvaluable Treaſure, it would be'the chief Object of 'their De- 
_ - (wesg they would not forfeit it for all the World: "tis therefore evident that the chuſing 
the Pleaſures of Sin, and the Profits of the World, is the. dire defpifing the Favour 
of God. And the account of it is clear : for tho Heaven be State'of eternal and in- 
expreſſible Bleſſedneſs; yet *tis future and ſpiritual : it makes but a weak 'Impreſſion up- 
on-their Minds, and is unſutable to their AﬀeRtions. Carnal Men have but an ima- 
 ginary: Repreſenration of the World to come, and their Afﬀent to it is over-ſhadowed 
and eclips d by the preſent World with its ome 328. a and Pleafures ; they cannor reliſh 
a Happineſs purely ſpiritual. *Tis not the Goodneſs of -the ObjeR, -butthe Inclination 
_ of the Weart that makes it deſirable. The Wiſe Philoſopher obſerves, ©*'That ſuch as 
* the radicated Diſpoſition and Habit of a'Man 1s, ſuch will the End appear to him: 
'Fherefore a ſypernatural ſpiritual Good cannot appear to aſenſual.Man fo attraQive, as 
to be:choſen as his Felicity. : Only the pure in Heart can ſee God, and love him, and'ens« 
joy him' in his amiable Excellencies': the Unrenewed have no certain nor ſatisfying. No- 
tions of - the Happineſs that his Preſence diffuſes among the Bleſſed above. This will be 
diſcourſed of more particularlyunder another Head. T1 Rn wal 
'.. Fourthly ; Satan has a great ny in Mens Oppoſition to the Goſpel, and their 
negle@ of Salvation. His Title," the Tempter, implies his conſtant Practice.” "Tis true, 
he cannot hurt us: againſt our Wills; the Enemy without could not furprize us, if the 
Traytor within, the corrupt Nature, did not give him Admittance ; he cannot imme- 
diately. work upon the Will, nor diſcern the Mind ; without our, Conſent he cannot 
obtain a wes eſt over us ; therefore his prevailing Temptations do not diſculpate Sin- 
.. ners that yield to them': he rules only in the Children - of Diſobedience,; they are his 
' voluntary Slaves ; but he has a ſtrange Power in the Minds and Hearts of Men by his 
- managing tempting Objects. The World makes an Itnprefſion upon our lower Facul- 
ties, and he improves the Impreſſion, and excites corrupt Deſires. - As the Operations 
of. the holy Spirit in Believers are ſecret but ſtronger than the Influence of the Stars : 
ſo the Workings of: Satan are in the Wicked ſecret but powerful. I will firſt conſider the 
Motives that urge him to be ſo active and ardent in hindering the Succeſs of the Go- 
{pel for the Salvation of our Souls. 2. His Methods and Wiles for that end. The 
1. His eternal Enmity to God : for being under a Doom never to be reverſt, his Ma- 
_ "hee is always raging and working to diſhonour and difpleaſe the Righteous Judg. He 
finn' d from the beginning, 'tis his unwearied and uninterrupted Work. Men in complying 
with his TORIGg, are ſway'd and carried by the Biaſs of their Liſts; ſome are 
brib'd by. Profit, others allured by Pleaſure : but his great End is, that the Law of God 
may be violated, his Majeſty deſpiſed, and his Glory obſcurd. As in a rebellious .In- 
_ . furreCtion, the Multitude are engaged, ſome for Spoil, others for private Refpecs, but 
_ © the Deſign of theLeader is to dethrone the King, and uſurp his Scepter. Satan's Op- 
poſition againſt God is more fierce and ſtedfaſt than of the 'moſt reſolved Rebels that 
trample upon the Divine Law every day : they do more atcompliſh his Will than their 
own, which will be the occaſion and matter of his inſulting Scorn, and furious upbraid- 
iog them hereafter. Briefly, he loves Sin for Sin's ſake, as'tis an Affront and Provoca- 
tion of the Divine Majeſty, and is more pleaſed inthe Sins of Men than-in their ever- 
laſting Damnation, becauſe the holy and righteous Lawgiver is diſhonoured by their 


Sins, and glorified 1n-their Puniſhment, ef Þ 9 
..-2.. His oldEnmity and Hatred againſt the Souls of Men. *Tis another Hell to him, 
'to ſee them reſtor'd-to the Fayour of God, and his glorious Image re-ingraven on them. 


He is a jealous Jajlor, and it poſſible will not looſe any of his Captives. Being condemn'd 
to everlaſting Burnings, he will make them tecl his Fire. The 


If .they are - ſpoiled'of. the A, and deprived of-the Pleaſures of this World, 


.nal Mind; andiAﬀettions. 'Tis true, the Goſpel has open'd Heaven, and brought Life | 
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- and ſucceſsful ing om and is the Pattern that he ſtill follows. He wu the” : his | 


Minds of Men, who are ſo govern'd by Senſe, that in Matters of Faj 


' miſes havens attraQive Influence vu 
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The Scripture prpraſents tion as a ſtrong and ſubtile Adveekury +. FO "po vs £fha-thet 
goes about ſeeking whom be may devour, andthe old Serpent. His Pnmih  iSunjveviah; is 
Diligence is equal to his-Malice, . and his Malice whets his Invention tl lay fach Traits 
as may be deſtructive to thetn. *His Stren ant does chiefly lie in his : Sdbtilty. '- Tf-M 

could re him in his Native Shape of' Darkneſs, an” infernal Fiend; the urſe 
Creature, or what he is relatively to them, 'a Liar and a Murdercr- rom"? 
how would they flee with Horror from his Temptations? but he does- not ? 
ners, and then wound them ; he is not ſeen till felt, nor-diſcover'd till he-þ 


his Stings i in their Souls. He ſpreads his Snares in the" Dark; arid wine che 
al Senſes are lock'd in a Midnight Sleep, - he deſtroys them. 


- Secondly ; His Methods and' Vites fon for this end are various. - SD" 
x. He blinds the Minds of Men, 'and hardens them in Unbelief. This was his firſt 


man ſhe ſhould no? die 5 and the Reſtraint of Fear being taken awa ; 
Taſte and Curioſity ſoon prevail d with her to eat 'the forbidden Fruit. 'T Fey poſtle 
gives this account of Mens rejefting the Truths of the Goſpel : If 6ur+ Goſpel be bid, 
it is bid to them that are loft + In whom the God of this Worl, Job linded. the Minds of. 
them who believe not, leſt the light of theglorions Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the Iniage of God 
ſhould ſhine unto them, His principal Deſign is to encreaſe the natural Infideli y in we 


the Evidence of Senſe : for he knows. thepowerful Efficacy of- Ft ohbeg \ Dod&rin 
where * tis believed. Faith enters into d the Conſcience, : pens Pires aps. fm 


malehes can nor will ns whit] is contrary to how DB ; "Reaſ (ſon; Con! cience,F "**"-f 
whereby Men are primarily” and chiefly diſtinguiſh'd from the mate are” cifedd-bo 

the Prince of Darkneſs. 'Then they are ſecurely his own: rn the moſt Precious Pro- 

n thoſe in whon Is re jening Infidelity : the 

ſharpeſt Threatnings cannot pierce t roughtheA mou! 

2. The moſt that refuſe the-Offer of Grace in the Goh 
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Circimftances of Men, and preſents ſacl Temipiecs 
to be taken and held in his Snares. / "Altho Human: Natu i: e "CEP! 
Men are not<caſt into the ſame Mould : they are diſtingviſhd by their various Alpedts, 
Conſtitutions, Deſires, and Conditions of Life, and are not wrou = on: by th the Fore | 
Motives. The Tempter by his natural Sagacity and Experience ( one is ſtiled. the- o/d4 
Serpent) has exaRt Knowledge in the Are of diſcerning Men. - Sometimes ſudden 
Patfons are painted in the Countenance, and he takes particular Advantage to ftrik 
with them. Burt his univerſal Method is to preſent the fitteſt Baits to the: 'natur In- 
clinations, and habitual Diſpoſitions of Men : he knows the Faction within will readily + 
open to his Call. The Sanguine are ſoft and diffolute, and are eaſily drawn'to exorbi- -+ 
tant Pleaſures : The Melancholy are inclin'd to Diſconte! t, Sorr EP Impatience, De- 
{pair : Thoſe who have aQve reſtleſs Spirits, are taken with the-Advantages-of the 
World. The muddy Mind is cafily ſtirr'd by the Offer of Gain: the voluptuous Minc 
is ſtrongly allurd by ſenſual Delights : rhe aſpiring Mind is incens'd by the proſpedt of 
Honour. Now-thothe Tempter be a Spirit, and not capable of thoſe Sinks ch ar 
ated by the ſenſible Faculties, yet not only ſpiritual Sins, Pride, Envy,  Malgiy, and 
the like, but Fleſhly Luſts, even the foulleſt Actions are from his Incitations 

not only a proud Spirit, -but-an unclean Spirit in David. He was a covetous 'Sp irit 1 2 Chron, 
Fudas : an hypocritical Spirit in Ananias : Satan put it into bis Heart to reve part of 
the Price, at; lie to the Holy Ghoſt. He preſents the Temptation, and ſiggeſts IR 
to embrace it, . He brings zo Fewel, enticing Objects, and inſpires the -lame, | 
Deſires ro them. - If burning Luſts begin to cool, and raging Corruptions are - 
troul'd by the threatning 0 the Word, and the Terrors of Conſcience, he will blow 
them up again. Now any reigning: Luſt'is a Viceroy of Satan's , and * Keeps 
Poſſeſſion for him, and conſequently excludes the Son of God Rom Admiſlion 3 _— | 
Heart. I 


” ' 


Azana's 
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. 3. He perſivades Men that Religion: in its Pow&r and Stridtneſs is not neceſſary : the 
abſtaining from enormous Crimes, . and the performance of. {ome outward Service will 
be available for Salvation. Hell is the Portion of the Devil and his Children, and none 


| areof his Race but incarnate Devils, unclean Spirits\in brutiſh Bodies. He makes. uſe 
of carnal Men, under the pretence of Friendſhip to gerſwade thoſe who feel the Re- 
ſtraints of Conſcience, to be leſs tender and vigilant} by telling them, this Stritneſs is 


zperfluous, 'twill ſpoil you, make you unſociable apd- odious ;. the Wiſe and Learneq 
that think to go to Heaven wirh-the firſt, take a greater. liberty : they will ſay Mode. 
ration-is-a Vertue, and by the pretence of Temper Fheriſh the loathſom Diſtemper of 
Lukewarmneſs, that'is as fatal as a deadly Coldneſs. [The Tempter will permit Men tg 
make uſe of Religion as a Medicine, a little in fainting Fits, to relieve and recover them, 


but not as their daily Food :/ not-to. be their diligent and conſtant Practice. The crafty 


Serpent will abuſe the Words of the holy Spirit, ,#e not righteous overmach, As Judas 


faid of the precious Ointment poured upon oup Saviour, Why was this waſte > ſo carat 
" Men are apt to ſay, Why theſe ſevere Reftraints from ſatisfying the natural Appetites > * 


Why. ſuch Circumſpection in our walking 2 Why. keep the Lord s-day ſo religiouſly 2 
Is it not enough to hear the Sermons ? -May we not afterwards-unbend, and enjoy free 
Society, and recreate our ſelves with carnal Contentments They do' not believe that 


God. is ſo ſtri& in his Commands,nor will be ſo exact in requiring an account for:them: 


fond Creatures to entertain fuch carnal Conceits of God, to think him like themſelves. 
They are apt to ſay, the Miniſters will fettgg them all by imaginative Rules of Holineſs 
unpreſcribed inthe Scriptures. For Men would fain have the Light, and the Law that 
regulates them, to be ſutable to their Appetites and Actions, - But are -we not com- 
manded to imitate and honour our Pattern, to be holy as our Heavenly Father us holy, in 
all manner of Converſation 2. Are we not enjoined to work out our own Salvation with Fear 


and Trembling ; to cleanſe our ſelves from all Polutions of Fleſh and Spirit, and to perfet 


Holineſs in the Fear of. God : to follow- Holineſs with the moſt zealous and unſatisfied De| res, 
that, af it were poſhble, we might anticipate Heaven on Earth? Can there be any Ex- 


cuſe for neglecting theſe holy Duties ? 


There are none more dangerouſly deceived than thoſe that think they are holy 


j - 
A . 
of x Ps 


enough, and make no queſtion of the Favour of God and their final Happin el> | They 


condemn profane outragious Sinners ; thoſe who viſibly come ſhort of. them, they 


. # R 


think will fall ſhort of Salvation ;-but to excel them, they-think is a needleſs Preciſe- 
nel, a Pride of: Singularity, a Mask of Hypocriſy. 'Tis one. of Satan's Arts to conceal 


the Good that is in the Saints, *that they may condemn themfelves, and to conceal the 


Evil-that is in the Unregeneratez that they may flatter themſelves. How mane ile 


eep as Hell from ſuch high Hopes > for he that does not ſeriouſly deſire and endeavour 


| to be renewed into the unſpotted Image of God, was never truly renewed. .... . 
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Lux XIV. TY I ELIE (db 
TOY to the Servant 'Compel' them fo come in, hat my Fiſe may ybe jt. 


z3dly. | F Conliiomms ber not cared and ſenſeleſs, but awakens Sinners. to.1 efleC 744 ws 1 
| their Condition, and to ſeek for the pardaning Mercy of God d,. he  deceives 
them with falſe Notions of Faith and Repentance; and hinders tl eir.enti W- 
with the Terms of Mercy offered in the Goſpel. Final Unbelic A oneh tence utter. - 
: ly exclude Men from Salvation : for.the:Death-of Chriſt was not appointed to be a Sa- 
 - crifice forthoſe ſins, There is no Salvation to be obtain'd without the Remiſhoy of {i 3 
no Remiſſion without the Blood.of Chriſt, no Application of-that precious Blood wi vith 
out Faith. This is. the vital Qualification required in 'altjuſtified. Perſons :. for.it. {5 2 
peculiar Efficiency in receiving Chriſt and Pardon, and aſcribes the Glory of it it 1n coli y. 
to the Mercy of God and Merits of Chriſt. "Tis ſaid, To as mayy. as prnirnde him, be y, ch 
Power to become the Sons of God, to thoſe who believed on his.Name... Receiving s relative 
to God's Offer of Chriſt to the Condemned and Miſerable, ,and. _ implies. the Ml be 

in all the Eſſentials of his Office; as,a.Prophet, ta inſtruct us in our Duty and Happi-. 
. neſs by his Word and Spirit; asa Prieſt, to atonethe Divine Diſpleaſure.by his Pre pitiati 
on and Interceſſion; as a King, to govern.us by his Law, and to beſt {piritualande 
nal Bleſſings on us. -..Faith receives whole no asa Kingly Prieſt, hy a ſaving Princ 
heisſtiled a Prieſt upon a Throne, a Prince and a Saviour, t0 give Repentance and Remi ron 

Sins, He purchas'd theF orgiveneſs of Sins as 2 Prieſt by his Sufferings on the Crols, and 

pardons.as a King upon the.Thron : from hence: ir neceſſarily - ollows, that. Faith 
| recuivty Pardon from him in that Relation wherein he procurdit,-and dconfers; it, 7 The 
| Apoſtle declares, He died for our Sins, and roſe again for our .Fuſtification, . 
redeem'd us, .and acquir'd a Dominion;over us.: then.tis clear.:and conſequent, | that 
T_—_ Faith- receives, him for all thoſe Uſes for which God:did appoi him ; and accots 


<br 
of En 


TRY ;, i * 


_ Omen the Heart, overcomes the World, works by Love: and Love.is the.Sp 


j ance of every Duty, the fulflling of the, Law..Now-Carnal. Men: are decei 7ed 
| in this Imagination, that. the ſingle Act of reſting upon Chriſt. 1s. ſufficient. to. entitle 
* them tothe Promiſe of. Salvation to all that believe. un. him : .they defire an tarenck in 
Chriſt, ito Antertheit Canſciences ;' and. the World, to ſatisfie their. Aﬀections. . . The r 
will reſt, on;-bim-as a-Redeemer, -but reject him as 2 Lord :' they, would enjoy. 21s £ 

vation;:but-will-not endure his Dominion : they will.come to partake. of the Feſt 
Entertainment, the Pardon of their ahh but not. for ay Hamer. Fi the Þ 


© y * 
"%o ik; ? 46 EE 2 217 $3 tbh. 
5 lO 2. 4 £ 
+ K 
7 = . þ E 
F +84 F > FI 
: 5 ONS 
yah 
al 4 
07 It : 6 


- 


wo goed Rhalg Z thay 
Hz thei fa 1 [ie 


"#6h & \ Bd bs: $. % ” : x: 1 4 
1rn ur40Þ 10FELCT ed 
, £17 Rs & +: X5" -'v _ 


Sun of Righteouſneſs, the Te of the Sp prea Ny oy 
| ANG for the Remiſiort of Sins, - Eyen. our Saviour. begins, >BIASH 


: o 
$# pk : 
.: Ws os "8 4 
ns T8 
4 W>4, 7 FS 4.8 
o po w SI do - oy 
9, "0 : 
xs _ y. "IF ) £ 
.: ox Re 4 
Gs. uy ; : $3. * 4 
© 0 p. | I , EF } * "pF , . - wy \ ak $4 i % 4 - * A 4 Do - 
i". 4 s {Ss ; ” & l 4 9 4 o A A hg WR f 
WT... b ; FE , RY 0 OO RN et eh: | Ps RET DOT OT NEEDS 7 OY a Ts ROI 
Ws; . ” EM, we” oP : NO re bo A Ao wb RA eons Ne Þ OI ONT BOTS Aft PE SE TT ION ALY 6 
* 20-25-94 ; 6 WR "> > $y 4 \ b BT FCS + Nw me hy 4 ai RN, Le Me Ar 7 FRY. by Ty . 7.) Yu: 4 > be CO VR ep oj, CAS, i. Wet es % bt ABS 37 £ 
Py LOI LICE u OO > ob hy « F ; . 4 % ; oy \ 3, be OR A a Te apa | BOOM +, 1 KS, Bt ooy % BY x mh, %" Fa TG * dl > EY C1 Ws WG ns Y - _ fs Es © NN by L P 42thy » hm AY Py 
Ht : # l os $6608 Vo nds : My WO. 6 AIC S 2 CIs ” whes £5 
the d bY at 0-1 w9s * 4 —_E VIS by - 2 vb \ 


FOO. "ASOAg 2. 


— wh erent Benet noon - mani 
_—_ 


SERMON IX 


# 


OC 


Ss SN 
- ns 


- 
* 


; 


. 


WT > . 
wa... } 


"26 


»*% 
- Rn 
*, <> 


RET 


8, 8 y - Wo 

Weg », 4 63. OY” 
» 1 . "- 

WOES. + 

-6*$ 
Ly 
3: 
© © 4%. 200 
LINES 4 : i 
” on X - a 4 : 

VF 4 id %* ' 
000 | 

38 

* S. 0 : : 4 

- 7 ». pe 

"1, 

38 *% E . . . 
b-) FE: £4 ————————. a FY F"94 _ . 
> BAYE | , 7 

; "——_ >. _—— 
4 


”X 2 i 
SLY of 
._ 3 BIR 
j : "SY % 
bY. As 
"=, 9 - 
x39 BY 
+ « 
1 REIT? % 
& LN R 
' ; EIA : 
ms 
P V2: : 
TROY 
0 oe 
7 EC 
2 - 
un k Wt s * 
RD | 
1 8 . 
Rr. 5 k 
"NEE 
Mo © e 
51 42 
« 


with this, Repent ye, and beli vet e Goſpel. St. Peter direted thoſe who were anxious 
and inquiring about their Salvation, Repent, and þe baptized in the Name of the Lord Fe- 


ſus Chriſt, for the Remiſion of Sins. \ He repeats this Dodrine in A. 3. 19. Repent ye 


thereforty and be converted, that your Yins tnay be blorttd outs when the Times of refreſhing 
ſhall come from the Preſence of the Lord) And he gives Teſtimony of the ReſurreQion ot 
Chriſt, Him hath God exalted to be aſPrince and a Saviour, to give Repentance to [{rael], 
and Forgiveneſs of Sins. wes. tdthis unalterable Tenor of the Goſpel, Repentance 
is the Condition that qualifies the fubjet, without which no man is pardoned. Some 
are ſtrangely ſcrupulous of uſing this word Condition, tho! tis authorized by the full 
Current of the Reformed Divines, ang. I know none more convenient to expreſs the 
neceſſity of it in-a pardon'd Perſon. JOur Saviour tells his Diſciples, Te are my Friends, 
if ye do whatſoever I command you + Aﬀe not thoſe words a Conditional Afertion, upon 
fas Terms they. poſſeſs that inzffimable Privilege of being his Friends > Thus when 
God invites'men to come out ffom the Pollutions of the World, and to toxch no guclean 
thing, and I will receive you, and T will be your Father, and you ſhall he my Sons and Daugh- 
ters, faith the Lord Almighty : Are not theſe Conditional Promiſes > And upon the Per- 
formance of the Terms, the Blefling will be beſtowed, and not otherwiſe. 

*Tis objected, that the aſſerting Repentance tobe the Condition of Pardon, leſſens 
the Grace of the Goſpel : but this 1s a great miſtake, for Repentance is an Evangelical 
Duty and Grace. The'Law requires Innocence and perfet Obedience, or condemns 
withont ' Mercy: the Goſpel commands and accepts Repentance. This Grace was 
purchas'd by our Saviour, and is wrought in us by the Holy Spirit; and join'd with 
Faith, are the firſt Fruits of the returning ſinner to God. When 'tis exercis'd in the 
moſt eminent degrees, it has not the leaſt merit nor cauſality in the obtaining Pardon. 
If a repenting ſinner could fill the Air with his Sighs, and Heaven with his Tears ; 'if all 
his vital Springs were. open'd, and ſtreams of Blood flow'd out, they cannot be fatisfa- 
Qory to God's injured Juſtice, The unreconcilable hatred of fin, the ardent love of 
Holineſs, and ſtedfaſt Reſolution to follow at, which are Ingredients in ſincere Repen- 
tance, tho' they are pleaſing to God, yet are the Duty of the: reaſonable Creature be- 
fore the commiſſion of fin, and therefore can delve nothing. of God. - But the or- 
daining an inſeperable Connexion 'between Repefftance and Pardon, 1s honourable to 
God, and very beneficial to Men : :for there is no ſtate of miſery more miſerable than 
for the ſinner to be hardned in his fins. But to return from this Digreſſion. 

' The Scripture deſcribes Repentance by a ſincere Change and Renovation of the 
mind, the leading Faculty; by the entire turning of the Heart from the love -of fin to 
the-love of Holineſs; by-the aQive lively Paſſions, Sorrow, Fear, Shame," Indignati- 
on, Zeal, that are principal Ingredients in 'it ; 'and by the Fruits -worthy of Repentance, 
and Works meet for Repentance. *Tis called Repentance from dead Works, and Repentance 
unto Life.. Now men are willingly deceived with an infincere and ineffeQtive Repen- 


\ We - 


tance: either with 'a meer mental Change, or with broken Reſolutions inftead of the 


intire Heart; or with the leaving fone fins, and retaining others that are ſutable to 
their Humours and Lufts: ' They confeſs their fins,” and condemn themſelves for them : 
ſometimes they have flaſhing Thoughts, melting Aﬀections, good Purpoſes ito" forſake 
fin, this they think'to be fincere Repentance : but when a Temptation 'appears, 'they 
are eaſily overcome, and live in the habitual. Practice of their provoking fins. - This 
Conceit of their being true Penitents, is as unreaſonable, as if one thilfphas a returning 
Ague, ſhould think himſelf freed from his'Difeaſe in'the intervals of his Fits. Now to 
quiet Conſcience, they readily apply to themſelves the words'of- the Apoſtle, What / 


--T allow not; And fince the beſt Saints, while they are in ſympathy with frail Fleſh 
cannot be'perfec;,' but many ſins they unwarily and unwillingly commit, which are In-- 
firmities lamented by them, and graciouſly forgiven by their Heavenly Father ; there- 
fore indulgent ſinners take ſhelter under this Pretence, that their Relapſes are meer un- 
avoidable Infirmities. ** But what Weakneſs can be pretended for wiltul. habitual fins ? 
Sych-Excuſes do not cover their Guilt, but diſcover their ſtrong Aﬀections to :their 
Lufts': They have not the Excuſe of Ignorance :- roipretend the Fleſh and the World are 
omniporent Enemies thar cannot be reſiſted, is to blaſpheme the Grace of the! Holy 
Spit. In ſhort, a new Life is inſeparable from Repentance in irs Reality. 'Sad/ and ſe- 
rious Thoughts, Sighs and Tears, the ſorrowful Confeſſion of Sins, and good Purpo- 
ſes againſt them, 'are 'the Bloſſoms of Repentance, ineffective without the ſubſtantial 
Fruits of it in a'reformed' Converſation. Tis one of the Arts of Satan to join things 
together that are inconſiſtent : In Paradiſe  he- aſſured the Woman' that: ſhe might 
. taſte of the Forbidden'Free, and of the Tree of Life : and he now deceives many with 
the hope that their indulged repeated Sins are conſiſtent with Repentance. But if _-_ 


£8 
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on'Earth'to the God of: Glory*? *no *more:than'a Mote to the Sun't and” proportion: 
ably the Indignity ariſes to'negletthe Offers of his/Grace. * 


they ſhall-more eaſily forſake their Sins: but tis a-pernicious 
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do not fo ake the foul'Sins they lament; their Sorrow. wil go with chem to Hell, an 
ſettle in fhe Worm that ſhall never die. ii Nos 
 Fifthbly; The Tempter hinders Men from Cott liawce with: the preſene Iavitationd, 
of Grace by gang there wilt be-time enough for acceptir ther hereiſfter, anc 
a future Nepentance will be ſufficient to: redreſ$all their Miſcat ges. - By this D 

he trains ſhem on to Ruin. -Þþ this he elpdes the Force of 1 ec Convictions Fe 
without Repentance they muſt periſh forever, 'and puts Men out-of 'the x: mph f 
&/ wo will og bis Voice, hay 


Converſion. Tis clear by'itsown 7 ht, and needs op other proof, "that 
bediencÞ is:due'to the Commands of! Gol; To-day- 

not your Hearts : Yet againſt all the Evidence of The 
ence within, Satan'fd ſtrohgly'Yeveives'Men, that they rebelliouſly neglect theip/Du 
till their Time and: Life are'' expiring; 
hazgrdous is a late'Re eitance >! How unbecoming 15 it to put/ off God 't 
is his glorious we: ſhould with the moſt reverend Reſpet, 2 
Thankfulneſsobey' his" Call. * If a Prince ſhould invite a Subje&@ to-coing 
for ſome | 5—akigee would heſd'birak all the Rules of Decoram,” as to'delay his 
coming;' y ſaying; Hereaſter will be time enough.z And'whar'is the. greateſt Majeſ 


14 


' Beſides, how'in nts apr isit to give the-Floyer of durTime a Stifs both 


Luſts, and'toreſerve for God? To ſpend the Age of :our-vital 'and! vigoron: 
AQtions| in the Vanities and Buſineſs: of the World;:and to allow only our: labgwiſhing 


e for the obtaining of- Heaven? That . Men- ſhould: content. themſelves: with dead 
A ections in his Service who is their Life, RY were fo lively 1 in” the ora of Sin 


that is their Death? - 1204 


"How difficult is a late Repentance'? Can you xe entand believe ar. your: pleaſure 2 
Men'think that in their Age, after; the ebbing and retiring: of qae" carnal Aﬀections, 


ruption of Mens Hearts, alienates them from a dutiful return to God; ard: :ontraE 
Corruption by habitual PraQtice, faſtens them in Sin as their Centre. In Yolth, when 
the Blood and Spirits are high and fierce, the Body has a —_— Influence Ns 
the Mind ; but by Cuſtom in Sin, the Mind is ſo. depraved, that it heats the frozen 


Blood and corrupts the Body. Suppoſe the exciting Grace of the Spirit be not totally 
withdrawn, whuch has often been ineffeQual ; Cant be expected that after men. ave | 


been hardened in the commiſſion and continuance of, Sin, they ſhould be more' re 
tive of Heavenly Impreſſions? A Diſeaſe negleQed at firſt, that ſtealingly flips into the 
Habit of the Body, and gradually weakens Nature, becomes at laſt uncontroulable 
dnd incurable. 


How hazardous is it tonegle& preſent Obedience to the Call of Divine Mercy 'K 


Our Days, in the Language of the Pſalmiſt, are but as an hand.breadth; and can men 


extend their Lives beyond their Span ? A vaſt Eternity follows without Dimenſions, an. 


undivided Duration. It is no more in their Power to continue Time to come, than to 
recal Time paſt. How many are ſurpriz'd by haſty-Death in their Security, and dicici 
their. unrepented Sins, and periſh for ever > The wiſe Man alarms the Slupgard with 
approaching Poverty, and his Expreſſions are very applicable to the Delayers of Re- 
pentance: Death comes like a Traveller, gradually by filent Steps ; and as: an arme 

Man, will  ebowamr arreſt them : and Damnation follows, which they. can neither 
repelnor diſcover till they are ſciz'd by it. : O that deluded Sinners would conſider, 
that nothing ſo ripens them for Death, and accelerates Judgment, as the Preſumption 


that the Seaſon of Grace will continue notwithſtanding their laviſh and careleſs walſt. 


ing it ! 


But ſuppoſe that Life be extended to the utmoſt Date, can you expe that the holy 


Spirit ſhould yiſit you that have been ſo long putrifying'in the Grave, and breath a new 
Life into'you'? Tis the moſt ſevere threatning, My Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with 
Man, and then their Caſe is deſperate. Thers' is a fearful Example recorded in Scrip- 
ture ; the old World was firſt drowned in Senſpality, and reſiſted ho holy Spirit till he 
was withdrawn ; and then the Deluge waſh'd away thoſe Swine in the Mire. Can you 
expect that ar laſt when the World and your vins leave you, God will accept and re- 
ceive you ? You are commanded to ſeek him in your early Spring, in the firſt Dawn- 
ings of hisLight and Favour, and 1s a poor Remnant of your Life ſufficient for obs 
taining his Mercy > The Harlots reſpeQed not the dead, but contended for the living 


Child : Satan a the World Strive to have the prime, and beſt part of ' Tour Lives, 


and will God be contented with the dying Remains 2 Or, do you expeQ an eaſy @ ras 
_ politzon 


l | 7» 


orld withour, and- c L ©o 3. 


- how_unbecomihng, how diff ROE k how A 


— 


atience? Do you preſime 
o_ vo £ farboars {> long, he will readily forgiv at bel The. Servant not call'd to 
an account till he was;run into an irrecoverable. _— often thouſand ,Talenrs, 
 wasdelivered tothe Tormentors till he ſhould pay all his/Debt. - How are Men dege- 
nerated, and fallen lower than the Brute Creatures? Th Stork in the Heaven knows ber 
apprinted times ; and the Turtle, and the Crane, an low obſerve the time of their 


Men know-not the. "Jud t of the This Conſideration made our 
 compaſſjonate Saviour dip his Words in Tears. #5 ld the City, and wept over it, 
ſaying; If. thou hadſt known, : ves thou, 'at leaſt in. this thy day, tbe things that belong to 

"ace they are bid from thine Eyes. | ! 
(6) D warhead yleerientitae| how lon En: n et a. + Saviour nnd; Salvation? 
wait © gracious, and EX your ng Repentance itt! in ? 

Remeember'the rime of Grace: is litnztod you. ſe eters the preſent C 


of Tu Now- is the” 


$ are denounced and Judgments are 


negleat | ing Re ent - make - weary i 
per ef Work towards the. U. relenting and _ 
Creed Tullice ficoveds > . before God cuts off «' Sinner,” he' ans off all fis Excuſes. 


Read with Fear the firſt of the Proverbs, Becauſe I bave called, and you refuſed; I will 

ala and mock when your Fear cometh. . God's Frown, much more- his 
finite] terrible and inſupportable. Thoſe who delay Repentance-till the 
y 15 diſeaſed all over, and Death is printed in the Countenance, and the languiſh- 
Lights-are almoſt quench 'd, and the vital Frame is near a Diſſolution, yet preſume 
v Sighs will tranſport their Souls to Heaven, Haw juſt and dreadful will their Dif- 
neat be > However they « are deceived, God is not mocked, as a Man ſows, be ſbal 


+. 
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DRIES SERMON 


L. "opt God js merciful; and is'ogs of his Rojul Titles, - he God 
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a” Luxe XIV. 23. #4: 8 
The Lord ſaid tf the Servant, Compel them to come in, that my Houſe may þe full: 


I. | Am now to confider the Means by which Men are wrought on to: accept of. 
Invitations of Grace in the Goſpel. The Sum of what has: been diſcourſed: of 
ſinful and. miſerable-Man is this, The Underſtanding, the direfting Faculty, is ib ip- 
norant Darkneſs, and a dead Slumber, not apprehenſive of his Miſery. A-dead Eye - 
does not ſee. its want of Sight, nor adead Heart feel its want. of Life. If rhe Head x 
be obſtrited with clammy Humours, the whole Body is without Senſe: for the 
Nerves have their Root in the Brain, and are the Channels to convey powerful Spirits, 
to give Senſe, and. Vigor, and Motion to all the Parts. The Will. is a. fierce and free 
Faculty, commanding and ative, perverted and ſtubborn againſt the holy Law of 
God. The Aﬀections are exceedingly diſqrdered,. and ſtrongly inclin'd: to ſenſual. 
Things that flatter them with SatisfaQtion, and very "tumultuous and. fiery againſt 
whatever ſhall croſs their natural Inclinations. Now how can one. ſo ſtupid and re- 
fractory, be made ſoft and flexible to: the Call of Mercy ?' As the Epicurean . in Tully 
objects againſt the making of the World, que machine qui veftes, What Engines, what 
Leavers were uſed in raiſing this vaſt Fabrick 2 What he ſpoke in Derifion, . may be faid 
with Wonder 2 Whar Engines, what Inſtruments are ufed in craning up a Soul ſunk. 
below the Centre, to the higheſt Heaven ! What in making the new Creation, . that is 
more glorious and laſting than the farſt ! "Tis a Work reſpeQively impoſſible, not abſo- 
lutely, it can only be eftefted by the Power of God. DT Hs ng Py 
There is no Principle of Recovery left in fallen Man, The Converſion of him from 
Sin to Holineſs, and from the Creature to God, is a Miracle of Grace : if he convert- 
ed himſelf, it were ſpper-miraculous. God can by his Commanding Power bring. - 
Light out of Darkneſs ; but 'ris, plainly impoſſible that Darkneſs ſhould produce Light. 
The external Miniſtration of the Goſpel, without the concomitant Miniſtry of the 
Spirit, -is ineffetive. The Divineſt Preacher cannot ſoften the Tron Sinew,. nor. melt 
the Heart of Stone, nor make the Rock to tremble, The Prophet 1ſazah, whoſe ſu- 
blime Eloquence overcomes all the admired Orators of the World, yet complains, Who 16. 53 
- has believed our Report ? to whom is the Arm of the Lord reveal'd > The Angels of Light 
if they were ſent from Heaven, and were in this ſenſe mini/tring Spirits, they cou! 
not by their Seraphick Zeal, and moſt excellent Eloquence change and reform Sinners. 
One evil Angel ſeduced and corrupted the beſt Man, Adam, in the State of Innocence 
and Happineſs : but a Council of good Angels cannot reſtore one Man, tho the leaſt 
tainted, to Holineſs and Felicy. No Creature can be a Creator ; the SanCtification of - 
a Sinner is a new Creation. Tis only the Word of Life ſpoken by the Lord of Life, 
that can raiſe dead Bodies and dead Souls. . Suppoſe the Word of God be afliſted by 
his Rod, yet that will be ineffeQual to cleanſe and change their Hearts without Divine 
Grace. Tis according to the wiſe Order of God, whom the Word does not convert, 
the Rod is made uſe of to cure; and whom the Rod does not cure, the Sword cuts off. 
Proſperity furniſhes the Carnal Appetites with delightful Objes, and Men are eaſi- 
ly induced to negle& their Duty : like Children that forget their Leſſon when they arc 
at play. Senſe that reigns in Beaſts, and ſhould ſerve in Men, is then predominant. 
But Affliction imbitters the carnal Sweets, and is a proper Means to. fix the Thoughts, 
and reſtore the Mind to its Right and Juriſdiftion : as Blows and hard Uſage bind up the 
ranging Fancy in diſtracted'Perſoos'; tames and tires them, and thereby reduces them 
to Sobriety. Thus God is often pleaſed, by Afflictions, to fhew Men their Tranſgreſ- Job 36: 
fions, to open their Ears to Diſcipline, and effeflually command them to returu from their Ini- 
quities, But without the Inſtruction of his Spirit joins with the Voice ot the Rad, the 
utmoſt Effect of even ſharp and long Afflitions is a forc'd and fading Repentance. 
Conſtrained Deyotion is like Fire ſtruck out of a Flint, hardly got, and ſoon” gone. 
Thus 'tis faid of the ſraelites in the Wilderneſs, When he flew them, they ſought him, 
they return'd and ſought early after God ; - _ Heart was not right wich him, neither 
5 | | B | Es were 


, 


Ly 


oooh 


Deut. 39. 4. 


Joh. 6. 44 


* Nec te poſſe 
carere Telim, 


——_— _ 


y open Rebels have been awaken'd by the 


were they ftedfaſt in his Covenant. Hox ma 


' fearof Death ? and when they have taſted} and ſeen the Terrors of the 'Lord, what 


Addreſſes, what Submiſſions, what Promiſhs have they made to God ? but after their 
Reprieve, how ſoon have they forgot the p{{t Terrors, and broke all the Bars of Rea- 
ſon, and of their Reſolutions, and been ag/unreform'd as ever.' The wiſe Man tells us, 
Bray a Fool in a Mortar, pound him in pieces his Folly will remain in him. 

Nay, Miracles without the Applicarior of them by Grace to the ſpirits of men, are 
ineftetual to work Faith and Repentanqe. The End of them is by the Evidence of 
Senſe to excite the Mind, to conſider thy Power that works them. But they may a- 
ſtoniſh the Senſe, and the Mind not be gbnvinc'd ; or if convinc'd, yet they leav2 no 
permanent Operation upon the Hearts of the Spectators. Moſes charges the Iſraelites 
that notwithſtanding they had ſeen all/ the miraculous ſtrokes of God's Power upon 
Pharaoh'\end his Servants, yet the Lord hath not given you an Heart to percezve, and Eyes 
fo ſee, and Ears to hear to this day. When the Son of God appear in his own Like. 
heſs, and did ſuch numerous and conſpicuous Miracles that compell'd the moſt ſtub- 
born Devils to acknowledg his Deity, yet the Phariſees remained obſtinate and inconvin- 
cible, The Soldiers who faw him riſing in Power and Glory, and were almoſt frigh- 
ten'd to Death at the ſight, yet continued obdurate in their Infidelity. 

Our Saviour aflures us, No Man can come to him, except the Father which hath ſent me, 
draw him. The Words are full of Emphaſis, No Man : the Negation is univerſal ; not 
only the Act is denied, No Man comes, but the Power, can come; no leſs thin Omni- 
potent Grace draws him. A carnal man will not come to Chriſt for Life : and he can- 
not will ro come : for his Mind is ſo forelaid with Prejydice, and his Will is fo depra- 
yed and intangled with the love of ſin, that he.cannot ſincerely * deſire to be ſet tree. 
Every delighttul fin is like a charm'd Circle out of which the ſinner cannot move. 

We are not to conceive of this Diſability, as if finners had not deliberative and ele- 
Qive Faculties to conſider Md chooſe what 1s beſt: ſuch a Diſability would be an Argu- 


' ment for their Innocence and Juſtification : Neither as if men had a Will to forſake in, 


and wanted Power; like a miſerable Slave that ſighs arofonayt 6 but 1s faſten'd by 
heavy Fetters : but the perverſe Will keeps them in Bondage : They ſerve divers Luſfts 
and by hes and delight in their Fetters. "Tis a voluntary culpable Impotence join'd 
with a ſtrong ReluQtancy to Grace : 'tis the .impudent imper ious Weakneſs, of the Whoriſh 
Woman charged upon the /ſraelites, and admits of no Apology and Defence : Nay, it 
aggravates the'ſin and ſentence of ſuch depraved Creatures. As there is in Vertue and 
Holineſs a Divine Degree of Perfetion, that makes Perſons not capable of departing 
from their Duty : ſo there is a Diabolical Degree in-ſin, when the ſoul is ſo depraved, 
that it cannot abſtain from doing Evil. And as conſummate Vertue is moſt worthy of 
Eſteem and Praiſe ; ſo. when a vicious Habit contracted by long Cuſtom in Sin, abſo- 
lutely poſſeſſes the ſoul, 'tis moſt worthy of Abhorrence. 

Now only Divine Grace compels Sinners to come to Chriſt, and to partake of ſaving 
Mercies : that 1s, changes the Biaſs of the Will, and makes it obedient to the Heavenly 
Call. God is the ſupream Mover, and turns all Occurrences in the World to his Pur- 
poſe and Praiſe :. and the Hearts of Men are not exempt from his Dominion, but he 
turns them as the Rivers of Waters. The effeQtual Operation of Grace does not violate 
the native Freedom of the Will, but is congruous to it. ' God's drawing is by teaching - 
Every one that bath heard and learned of the Father, comes to me. When the Author of 
the Goſpel is the Teacher of it, the moſt ſtupid and obſtinate ſinners ſhall be convinc'd 
and Obedient. To make this more clear, I will briefly conſider the Intellectual Frame 
of Man, . and the natural Subordination of the Faculties in their various Operations. As 


the Spring in a Watch, fd the Underſtanding is the firſt Mover in the reaſonable Crea- 


ture : the boy 0, has a double Faculty ; the Apprehenſfive, to diſcover the Good 
and Evil in Objedts preſented to it; and the Judicative, to compare and ponder the 
Good and Evil diſcern in things ; and accordingly to eſteem or diſvalue, to approve 
or diflike. The Will chooſes what the Underſtanding commends, and rejefts what: the 
Judgment condemns. The AﬀeRions of Deſire and Delight are from the Choice of the 
Will, the Aﬀections of Averſation and Flight are from the Rejection of the Will. The 
Purſuit or Neglect of Things, the Application or Oppoſition we make in our Actions 
and Practice t6 them, is from the Delight or Diſtaſte of Things in our AﬀeRions. But 
when Luſt enter'd into the Soul, it perverted this Order. As the ſtrong Tide of the Sea 
pouring into Rivers, turns them back to their Springs, in a Courſe contrary to their 
natural Motion : thus the Heart overflowing with a ſtrong Tide of Corruption,empries it 
ſelf into the Head the Spring of Ations : theunholy Aﬀections work upon the Will to re- 
ject the Offers of Grace in the Goſpel ; and the corrupt Will works upon the Mind to vi- 
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lis them. | *Tis to be obſery” d, that the 'Temprer works upon Mens Minds Fr {the A 
nthral way ; he makes uſe of the diſorder'd 'Afﬀe 0ns to! ae the Will, and df. the 
zerverted Will to divert the Underſtanding from due Conſideration: of Objes, and ro 
corrqpt its Judgment. Bur God works by the Underſtanding on the Will and 1 
accoſying to the regular Dependance of thoſe Faculties: * - 
Thy firſt Beam of ſaving Grace ſhines into the Mind with: ſo irons a Light; | 
ering Spiritual and Eternal Things in- their Reality-ard:Glory, that the Will ani 
fe ___ are drawn to chooſe, and embrace, -and to follow. them with Zeal and. 
In this bleſſed Work, we aretto conſider the Revelation'of the Object, anic 
| radh tion of the Mind! As in the difcerning of Corporal things; there. muſt be- 
in thqEye, or there can be no Secing; and Light in the Air, or there'can be no Sight: 
o the great Myſteries of Godlineſs, which-are of impoſſible diſcovery: without Reve- 
lation, are made known in the Goſpel ; and the Underſtanding is illuthinated t6 ſee 
them in their Reality and tranſcendent Goodnefs,as the Apoſtle expreſies This is.a faith. 
fil ſaying, and worthy of all Acceptation , that Telus Chrift-is come 7ato the:World to ſave | 
Sinners. "He prays tor the Epheftans, T hat:the Godof our Lord. Feſua: Chriſt; the Father Ephef: x 
of Glory , may give them the Spirit of Wiſdom arid Revelatihe:; inthe. Knowledge of bimsz 1] 
that the Eyes of their Underſtanding being inlightned, they may know what 3s the Hope of 
his Calling, and what the Riches of the:Glory of *his Inhetitance in the' Saints. Althoithe E= 
vidence of Faith be not ſo clear as that of: Senſe "yer "tis: ſo ſure, | that/the Adherence 
of Faith is more firm'to its-Objects, tho future, than of Senſe to: thingsp reſent; \With 
the Irradiation'of the Mind there is ſuch a determining Influedceionthe:Will and'the 
Afections, that Chriſt and Heaven are joyfull choſen before all things, - In converting 
Sinners there is not a bare propoſal of the'Objedsiof Faith ,; witherhe: Motivesto.be- 
lieve and accept them, and Men are left to their own rang and: Choice : 4 "The Ho- 
| ly Ghoſt who certainly knows the manner and apiny Fe of his Operations,- | 


fes converting Grace by the exceedMg Greatneſs of his & them ti that 6 Hoc 
cording to-the \ working of his mighty Power, which be on | Chriſtphontbe. ra / din The x; 
from the Dead and ſet him at "by own Right-hand in Heaven.” the Principle: 


Reſiſtance in corrupt Nature is not quiteextinguiſh'd' but attual Refiſtanceis overec _ | 
by the holy Spirit, who works to will and'to do of his good Pleaſupec: voir ole 
In the Human Will we are to confider*the Faculty vfichookr and refuſing , -xvbigh 
includes in it Freedom and Liberty, without'which it: ceaſes to bear Will. 2” The Dex 

_ pravation'of-it 1 and this conliſts ima neceſlity-of- Thooſing 'the-evit of Sin', repiaſen- 
ted as FE o the Carnal: AﬀeQions, and rejeRingr theTaw of God: which is holy 
Co WAlk | contracted: this neceſſy 1\+ Now: deſtroy 
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the Earth; add: raiſes Ns iſ, td aa” aka #} a | 
Nature; :/ Thus God coyldÞy one Act: ani Sinners in'PerfeRt as Þ 
ſed by the preaching of the Word-to-convert Sinners 01nd gradually: perfec 
Saints : *The'Goſpel is the'Miniſtry of Recvneiliation,; and-of Regs nd -thi 
is very cotigruous-toithe \Nature ; for-the Sinner is not- SLY as « Stode 
aſcends by'a forc'd and blind:Motion\* buris'inftruted/and'affeted-by-propoling! On 
jets to/his Mind and: one a&s wecording © the Icapreſhon/h60 ved, ror YH 
them. ' Now the Natufal:Manb baSerount to:Corruption, the (external! Propel and 
p ing of the moſt powerfub! 'and2Mot hange him: 'the converts 
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to the Agent. God. is a pure/Spirit, without any Compoſition of bodily Organs of 
Fxod. 20. x. Speech ; yer when he form'd a Voice in the Air for the Proclatming the Law,. He 
Deut. 5.4. Jpake 5 and whether by any creatXg Voice , or by the Voice of Men appointed for 

preaching the Goſpel, he ſpeaks. In human ſpeaking, the Voice is from the Tongue, 
but the Senſe and Meaning of fronj the Mind that direqs it. - From hence it is thar 
' the Goſpel preached is of admirable Efficacy, and works above the Power of any Crea- 
Heb. 4. 12. ture. The Word of God u quick and powerful, and ſharper than any two-edged Sword , 

piercing even to the as "rom Soul and Spirit, and of the coints and Marrow ; 


id; 
and is a Diſcerner of the Thoughts abd Intents of the Heart, It ſubdues open Rebels , 


and makes their Pride and Confidente fall as low as Hell ; it mollifies the moſt obdu- 
rate, and makes them'compliant to/the invitations of Grace. And altho the Miniſter 


—bhe never ſo mean in his Perſon a 

ty Hand does Wonders. - 

Our bleſſed Saviour in his Perſon was the firſt Preacher of the Goſpel ; and in his 

Sermons we are direted how to work upon the Reaſon, and the Aﬀedtions of Sinners, 

by which alone they are capable to be moved. The Subſtance of his ſeyeral Ser- 
Mark t, mens was, Repent ye, and believe the Goſpel. 

- x. The Order and Progreſs of converting Grace is by the Convition of the Mind, 


Appearance, yet a weak Inſtrument in an Almigh- 


membrancer and terrible Accuſer of all their, inward Wickedneſs and notorious Sins, 


Wrath of God i revealed from Heaven againſt all Unediinef and Unrighteouſneſs of 
. Men - 'tis decreed before the World was,: 'tis denounc'd in the Word, and ſhall be ful. 
ly executed in the Day of Wrath, and the Revelation of the' righteous Fudgment of God : 
nothing is more certain than that Day, and nothing ſo heavy as that Wrath, *'Tis a 
Burden ſo inſupportable, that the Son of God was ready'to.fink under its Weight : he 
meekly and filently endur'd all the cruel Rage of 'his Enemies, but mournfully broke 
forth, My God, my God, Why baſt thou feelthen me ! Who car underſtand the Conſe- 
quence of that Complaint z Who: can- ſupport himſelf under the Apprehenſion of an 
Tem ent.and angry God ?, When the convinced Perſon ponders his Sins, what Indigni- 
tics he has offered to:the gloriozs God his Maker and Preſeryer, his:Lawgiver.and 
Judg ; that he has abus'd his 'Mercies., : perverted his benefits;,: and -employed them 
in the Service of Satan ; | that h& has deſps'd his Juſtice;, --and ventur'd: upon his in- 
flam'd Anger for. tranſient Pleaſure and trifling Profits; when theſe killipg Aggravati- 
' onsSare _ confider'd and laid cloſe to the Heatt;, -how ate all the Sorrowful Aﬀecti. 
ons moved 2? ſerious Grief that ſprings from the Depth of, the Soul,: confounding 
Share; anxious Enquiring Fear , to ſtop the-Execution, of the fatal Sentence paſt a- 
ihſt him ? Thus 'as related of: thoſe Converts at the firſtiSermon of :St. Peter, that 
ing. convinc'd:of their Crim{an-Guilt-in their crucifying the-Lord Jeſus, they were 
pricked in their: Heart, and. ſaid'to the Apoſtles, Men and Brethren, what ſhall. we do? 
 Lhen Sinners will bumbly ſae for Peace by the bleſſed Peace-maker Jeſus Chriſt : then 
_ Salvation will be ſo-much the ſweeter, by how much the Danger was more threatning. 
The Recovery. from Death:to, Life is a double Life.” = pts: 
. ..ci. The Lodd Jeſus muſt be propos'd as an-a}l- ſufficient and compaſſionate Saviour , 
who, irrvites the meary and beavy-laden- to come to-bim for Reſt. This is the- order of the 
Spirir's:Qperations., firſt !Þ-corvince of Sin, then of Righteouſneſs. "Tis true , there 
are diverſities: of; /'Workings ; the Spirit inſtructs | and terrifies'Sinners by his'Office of 
Bondage; -but gotalways-in the ſame manner and degrees :| byt-the Soul is humbled 
by the ſight'of :Sin;| and impendent Wrath, .asiit ſecs and feels the neceGity-of a Savi- 
our, and is wdling/to:comply with the Tettis of Mercy offered/iin-the-Goſpel. Thr 
whole. need not a Pyfician,'but thoſe: who are fick.. A condemned! Man values/a $heet of 
C2 ; | Fg : Paper 
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| On LukE XIV. 23: 731 
Paper wherein his Pardon is. written and ſealed, more than the Conveyance of a-rich - | 
te. One neardrowning values a Cord thrown: out. for his Reſcue, more than 4 
pwn. Thus when the Guilty are deeply ſenſible they have loſt the Favour of: God; 
cannot fly from his Power, and there is but a ſtep between them knd eternal Death; 
25 2 Saviour will be infinitely precious, and they will entirely cloſe with him. "Now - =» 
Goſpel repreſents the Son of God incarnate. m1 Br 
7. Anall-ſufficicnt Saviour by his Propitiation, and Interceſſion.\ Thie Excellency 
ys Obedience , and the Excellency of his Perſon were influenthsl to obrain the 
Jn of Sin. His Propriety in the Sacrifice, and the Value of it, was requiſite to 
the juſt Diſpleaſure of God for our Offences, Tis ſaid, he offered His own Body on the 
': his peculiar Right in it was requiſite to make it a proper and cceptable Sacri- - 
of. "Tis true, the Father and holy Spirit had the ſame Right in the Human Nature 
of Chriſt as the Son had, with reſpe& to the making it : but the,/Son by aſſuming it 
into a Perſonal Union with himſelf, has a peculiar Right in it, and offer'd his own in 
a ſtrift ſenſe. And in Conſequence to this, his Sacrifice was of infinite Value + He did 
not compound with God, but paid a Ranſom equivalent to what was due for Siriners. | 
He bled a Fountain from his wounded Side, that cleanſes from all Sin, POP T9; fold £ 

2.dly. By his Interceſſion. He is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come to God by him, © 
for he ever lives to make Interceſſion for them. God pardons Sin as a Soveraign upon the 
Throne : his Authority is preſerved entire without any Condeſcenſion of his Perſon ; 
therefore the Blood of Chriſt ſhed on the Croſs, is pleaded in Heaven to reconcile 
God to us : he ſatisfied Juſtice, and ſollicites Mercy : his Blood ſpeaks ftil, and its 
Voice is as powerful as ever. The Preyalency of his Interceſſion -depends upon' the 
Dignity of his Sacrifice ; the Dearneſs of his Perſon to the Father, does alſo afſure us 
of his favourable Audience. He declar'd on Earth, 7 know thou always heareſt me.” 

34ly. The Goſpel ſets forth his Willingneſs to fave us. - Faith 'has an Aſpe& upon 
Chriſt as able and willingto fave : for Power without a Will to fave is unprofitable, 
and the Will without Power is fruitleſs and ineffeQual. For the begetring of Faith we 
are to conſider the Propoſal and Offer of Grace in the Goſpel, and the Promiſe of- it; 

I. In the Goſpel there isa Propoſal of Grace toall : the Invitation is univerſal; Who. 


| made obvious to every Eye, to convey healing Virtue to thoſe \ 
fiery Serpents ; ſo our crucified Saviour is lifted up 1n the Galpet for ever 
ed Sinner to regard. The belief of Inviting: Mercy opens the Sp: 

row : 2a Natural: Sorrow ariſes from the ſenſe ' of 0 Ev 


| x 
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upon our ſelves : a Spirirual Sorrow proceeds from the ſenſe of our Unway 


the Divine Goodneſs, 'thatis ſo ready and deſirous to-ſave us. ._ '* 1 

2.: There is 4 pare Gnekn al otry : t and ions. Ons jour _ 
rages us.: Come unto me all ye that are \weary and heavy-la den "aud. I will eive vou Ret: 
T Poſe who feel Sin'as an Drclerable Bnrdan and thardining Souls well mie Sup- 
port, let them devolve their Burden upon him, and truſt entirely: in him, "they thall 
obtain bleſſed Reſt.” The rimerous Sinners that tremble under the Weight of: their 
Guilt, are encouraged; 'for-in this condition Chriſt invites them to come to him, and 
promiſes Reſt, Letchomaggravue their Sins 10 the highet, yer St. Poul challenges 
the Precedence as the chief of Sinners, and obtained  Mercy.': When the 'Hearr' is 
broken forSin, and from it,not to believe the Promiſe 'of Mercy, is diſhonourableto our 
Saviour's:Love, andthe Value of his Blood, as if..not ſufficient to fave poor Souls 
/ that would:fain live in him; We'have the ſtrongeſt 'Teſtimony:of this Love, in'd) ing 
for us when we were Enemies. ' Chriſt came with this Jatention to fave Sinners; "an; 
when they come to him; will hereject them ? Herannot deny! himſelf, he's Truth, NN 
he has moſt expreſly- declar'd, Whoever comes to me; Twill in no wiſe caft out :  angithis 
Promiſe is confirm'd/by* the Wil of his Father | chat ſent bim. Chriſt invites: thirſty 
Soulsto partake of the Waters of Life, and when he has infpird them with-arden 
0 ; Deſires, 
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Deſlres, and they come, will he ſend them away empty ? "Tis plfolutely impolible 
for thm who is incarnate Love and Mercy, to deſpiſe and reject the Hou! that looks to 
him, \that longs and/languiſhes after him, and will be ever unſatisfie4 without him. 

In ſhort, the precious Promiſes in the - Goſpel, of the Pardon of Þin, and eternal 
alvation, are ſo propoſed to us, that the Hope of returning Sinners may be. cheriſh'd 
and confirm'd, and the Preſumption of ſecure Sinners may be daiſy and: controul'd.” 
Whild we are in this middle State, the fear of Caution, join'd with the . lively. hope of 

Xrcy\ 1s the moſt congruous Temper, and becoming the Breaſt of þ Chriſtian. - The 
Preſurher is like a Ship withour Ballaſt, floating ſo lightly in his own ſFolly,* that every 
uſt of Temptation overſets him. The tearſul Spirit is like a Ship over-laden ; and. 
f nof lightned, will certainly fink and periſh. Fearleſs Security gxpoſes:to 'all the 

>wiptations that gratify the Carnal Appetites : detponding Fear gfuſes a neglect of the 
Xemedy: If there be no fear of Puniſhment, or no hope of Pardon, the Conſequences 
are equally fatal. x, DSS % 

.3- *Tis neceſſary in order to the bringing Men to Chriſt, to remove their carnal Pre- 


| judices. The firſt and moſt fear'd Difticulties are, That ſerious Religion will be a 


Prov. 3. 17. 


damp to all their Joys, a harſh and unreaſonable Reſtraint of their Liberties, a Bar a= 


gainſt all the Advantages of the World -: the ſickly fancy is frighten'd at the thoughts 


of this. If theway to Heaven were ſhort and fair, Men would like it ; but *tis lon 
and deep, and they are diſcouraged, as the /raelites with the tedious and troubleſome 
Wilderneſs, before their arrival at the Land of Promiſe. Accordingly Carnal Men 
caſt a ſlanderbus Shade upon Religion, as a melancholy, ſevere and joyleſs : Diſcipline. 
Now. we may redctifie theſe Miſtakes by the Light of Scripture, of Reaſon, and of 
Experience. 

( 1.) The Scripture declares that the Ways of Wiſdom are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, 
and all her Paths are Peace, The Entrance, the Progreſs, and Continuance in theſe 
Ways, is joyful to the renewed Soul. Let us take a right View of the Divine Com- 
mands, the Sum of them 1s this, That Men would- be happy here, and for ever. 
We are commanded Zo know God and Feſus Chriſt, this is our Life : to truſt in him, this 
is our-Strength: to love him and delight in him : And are'not Love and Joy the moſt 
pleaſant Aﬀections > and is not God the moſt amiable .and pleaſing Object» We are 
commanded to fear him: and is it not moſt reafonable.to fear the loſs of his Favour, 


. which is Heaven, and the incurring his Wrath, that 1s the deepeſt Hell 2 We are com- 


manded-to obey his Iaws ; and-our Savionr aſſures us, hzs Toke ts eaſy, ' and: his Burden 
#s light : 'tis an eaſy and eaſing Yoke, that frees us: from the moſt. cruel! Bondage of 
Sin and Satan. And will not Men believe the Teſtimony of Eternal Truth, : rather 
than their fond Fancies and corrupt Appetites? We are commanded to hear his Word ? 
and is it not a Happineſs to be directed in the way to everlaſting: Life > We are com- 
manded 70 pray continually ; Is it nor a bleſſed Privilege that poor Duſt may addreſs their 
Requeſts to the Lord Aimighty, the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth, with an Aſſurance, 
that thoſe Petitions are' moſt pleaſing to him, that are for his moſt excellent Bleſlmgs 2 
-'Befides this, nothing is forbid but-ſinful Pleaſures'that will end'in eternal Torments : 
ſinful:Profits, the gaining of the World, with the: loſs of the Soul::: the Gainn1s;nothing, 
and the Loſs is infinite. '-'Now where are the Chains and Fetters that are ſo hard ahd 
heavy as:Carnal Men complain of: All his Commands are:Precepts of ' Happineſs. ' --: 
»( 2.) This Teſtimony of Scripture;: Carnal Men efteerra notorious Paradox: they 
can taſte no Pleaſures but what''are Keep'd in Senſe. ; Take away the Enticings and 
Blandiſhments of the Carnal Appetites, they. underſtand no other--Pleaſure: which is 
ſuch a Deceit, as if. a fick Perſon who feels no Pleaſure but: in the foft and eaſy: Inter- 
miſſions of hisDiſeaſe, ſhould conclude if he wereentirely: freed from it, he ſhould be 
deprived of all Pleaſure. Whereas'the Pleafure of Health is: far-more defirable-and 
conftant. The Angels are abſolutely exempt-from the Deſires of our carnal Faculties, 
and without carnal Fruitions, but are ever blefled and joyful in-the dire Poſſeſſion of 


what'is:pood, not in the relief from Evils either natural or accidental, as Hunger and 


Thieſt; !or Sickneſs and Pain; ible vis arnait, wot of ooo bond of 
- Pleaſure reſults:from. the ſutablenefs between:the preceptive Faculties and the Qbjects 
that-affe& them - 1f there be no harmonious Proportion, there will be no-Mufck, -no 


Delight. Now /tis true, while Fleſh'is the prevailing Ingredient in a:Mah|: be; only - 


rehiſhes the Satisfactions of the Senſes : he cannot enjoy God, hecannot.delight in do- 
ing his Will, no more than a-Swine. can: in: clean Paſture, whoſe natural} Property 
ſtrongly inclines it-to wallow inithe Mire. - But-when the Soul 1s-clarified/and purged 
by the great Refiner, how ſublime and fatisfying 'a Pleaſure does-it' feel in the Love of 
God; and in his Service! As in natural Feeding, when the Palat is'in its due Temper, 
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the Taſte commends our proper Food to the Appetite' and whe re” hn: hte 
mach ; but a foul Stomach diſaffefts the App bs = Nag Ee eopond 2 ory 
ſavoury and wholſom Meat is loathſom'wheh the Diſeaſe is the Taſter : Thus bbs * 
Soul be in its due Temper, the doing the Will of God'wotld be our:Meart and Drin# 
mixt with a'{weeter Pleaſure than thoſe natural Operations are: but the Soul is {> cor. 
rupt and carnaliz'd, that it has no. Tafte'of the pare Delights of bleſſed Spirits in Com- 
munton with God : like the 7ſraelites'who deſpi&d the Bread: of: Angels, and Impati- 
ently longed for the Onions and Garlick and' Flefi-vors of Egypt, "Till Men die to 
Sin, the Supper of the Lamb art oy 0 Ie vie gina Loc 
The Carnal Mind as groſly-miſtakes about Eibawy. -Tis horrible Folly to think 
crue Freedom conſiſts m doing whatever" th Vicious Af ections require : in converti1 -Y 
with ſuch Perſons as foment and gratify them. Is that Perſon free that is ſetter/d:wir 
as many, Chains of Hell, as he has Predominant Luſts 2 Was the poſleſt Perſon free 
who lived among the Tombs, among conragious Carcafſes'? Then" Sinner"thit 
without the fear of Hell obeys his depraved Appetites, ' and affociates with thoſkwho 
are corrupt, and Corrupters by their wicked Example; is free, "But 'tis:evident thar the 
Mind, the fiiperiour leading Faculty, is in Bondage while the Paſſions reign ,”-and the 
ſenſual Worldly Wretch with his imaginary liberty,” is the moſt accurſed Slave. - 74 
the Son makes us free from the tyrannous Power of Sin, we are not free' indeed, Till Reaſon 
enlighten'd by the Word, reſumes its Right and' JuriſdiQtion, and! leads the Will 'ro 
chooſe what 1s beſt for a ſpiritual immortal Creature; and the other Faculties'to obey 
we are the Slaves of Satan. When we are made free from Sin, and become the Servants R 
of Righteouſneſs, and yield- an ingenuous delighttul:SubjeQion tro God's Laws, wee. ond 
Joy a State of Liberty, Nay, the Service of God'is our Glory. - He that leved us, and 
waſh d us from our Sins in his Blood, has made us Kings and Prieſts'to\ God' "Fhe moſt 
eminent Acts of Royal Authority are to govern the Subjects by equal Laws; and'to 
ſubdue the Enemies of the Peace and Proſperity of the Kingdom': and when' Divine 
Grace reigns inthe Heart, and regulates all the Thoughts and AﬀeRions, the inward'and 
outward Faculties, according tehe holy, juſt and good Law of God; and' ſubducs 
theſe rebellious Luſts that diſturb the Order and Tranquility of the Soul. © ; 4 
( 3.) Experience proves that a State of Religion is moſt delightful. Whenever the 
captive Soul is reſcued from the Bondage of his Luſts, and prefer'd to the Service of - 
God, how ſweet 1s the Change? and how bitterly will he complain, orher' Lords bave 
had Dominion over me, but thy Service is the trueſt Freedom? Did ever any of the 
Saints complain that God is an auſtere Maſter, that his Service is melancholy joylels - 
Condition? No, in their Eſteem and Aﬀedtions, his Law is the moſt' pure; precio "=o 
ſect and profitable Good. Fis Commands are mot grievous : they obey them" from vil. ry. 
Choice and Complacence. They love the Lawgiver; and like the Laws. 'Communi- 
on with God in his holy Ordinances, is'a Heaven upon Earth to them. Ove Day in thy Pſal. 8 
Courts is better than a thouſand in the Vanities and Buſineſs of the World. Zu the Pre. © 
ſence of God is Fulngſs of Foy ;' and the more we are admitted into his Preſence here, the 
more we are admitted into hisJoy : all the bleſſed Means of our drawing near to:God, 
and his drawing near to us, are the Gate of Heaven, and Entrance into Glory. David, 
who was ſo acquainted with God, declares, There be many that ſay, :Who will-ſhew us any 
Good 2 Lord, lift thou up the Light of thy Countenance upon me.  Thou'haſt put more 4 
into my Heart, than when their Corn and Wine increaſed. A Joy more folid and ſatis 


ing than carnal Men receive in the Spring-tide of their Fruitions. 'As one $ 
God's Wrath firing the Conſciznce, is mere terrible than the'moſt fearful Evils-in the 
World : ſo one Beam of his Favour enlighrning the Soul, is more ſweet and raviſhing, 


than all the poſt valued and deſir'd things in the World. | 
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Luxe XIV. 23, | | 
The Lord ſaid to the Servant, Compel them to come in, that my Houſe may be' full. 


II. JT Shall now prove 'tis the great Duty of the Miniſters of Chriſt to apply them- 
ſelves with a holy Zeal to bring men to partake of the ſaving mercies of the 


Goſpel, This © 
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This will appear by conſidering, 

1. The Command of God, from whom they are ſent, lays the higheſt Oblighion 
ugon them to perform their Duty. The manner and degrees of Obedience, are mhea- 
ſu rec by the greatneſs of the Authority that enjoins \it. To Soveraign Authority, 4n- 
m 


diate, abſolute, and ſupream Obedience is due, The Authority of God is more bifd- 
ingithan the higheſt in Princes, -or the deareſt in Parents':: What are all Ki gs ofthe 
Earth.to him ? leſs than nothing.Temporal Greatneſs conſiſts: only in Compariſon. Ir the 
Scale bf Magiſtracy,: the Superiors to ſome are ſubordinate to others : But the Majeſty 
_ of God(is abſolutely and truly Infinite. And as the immediate Servafits of the King are 
under {þecial Obligations to obey his Commands, beſides the common Duty of is o- 


lation yo God, are bound with all zealous Diligence to do his Will. 
2. JTis the principal End of their Commiſſion. God deſigns in the Contrivance and 
Reveſation of the Goſpel, to glorify his Mer@y,- and his Son in our Salvation. 

Firſt, Love is the cleareſt and moſt adequate Notion of the Deity ; Gods Love. Now 


and Unworthy. In God's Moral Government, Mercy and Juſtice are the leading Attri- 
 bintes, and Mercy in its Exerciſe has the Supremacy : Mercy rejoyces againſt Judgment. 


a Saviour before the Sentence was pronounc'd. God is ſtiled the Father of Mercies ; *tis 
his natural Ofi-ſpring, the freeſt and moſt delightful Emanation from him. Judgment 


dren -of Men : God is more pleaſed to ſee the Fruits of his Mercy in his Creatures reſtored 
to Happineſs, than the Eftedts of his Juſtice in the Guilty and Miſerable. To be inclin'd 
to do Evil and Hurt, is an Imperfection infinitely diſtant-and oppoſite to the Divine Na- 
ture. The Lord God # « Sun: and as tis proper to it to enlighten, revive and refreſh the 
World by its Operations and Influences; 'tis accidental to conſume and deſtroy, and 
proceeds from the ImperfeQion of Things upon whom his Beams fall. Thus 'ris accor- 
ding to the Nature of God to diſpenſe the liberal Effugons of his Goodneſs to the Crea- 
tures ; if they feel the Effedts of his Juſtice, *tis for Sin that deſerves it, and draws it 
forth-into Exerciſe. Mercy is God's Glory : by Glory we underſtand the Luſtre that re- 
ſults from the Perfe@ion of Things, and is attrative and worthy of Admiration. There 
is Light in one Beam of the Sun ; but Glory reſults from the Union of all its Beams in 
their full Strength. Accordingly a double Glory belongs to God. 


1/t, Vis Eſſential Glory, that reſults from his tranſcendent Excellencies ; the ſupream 


Attribute being truly infinite, is moſt glorious. 

24ly. Declarative Glory, that conſiſts in the Operation and Influence of God's Per- 
feftions, and in the humble and thankful Adoration of them by intelligent Creatures. 
Some Divine Attributes are more eminently the Glory of God : as they are more decla- 
rative of his PerfeQtions, and:more ſenſibly and powerfully afle& the Minds and Hearts 
_ of Men. In this reſpe& Mercy,as 'tis the moſt benign and comfortable,ſo 'tis the bright- 


"under its Aſpedts and Influences. The other eſſential Excellencies of God are regarded 
as the Qualities of our Sovereign infinitely above us,with moſt humble Fear and reſpec- 
ful Admiration : But his Mercy repreſents him as our Father and Friend, and engages 
our Aﬀections entirely to him. When Moſes defir'd to ſee God's Glory, he told him, his 
Goodneſs ſhould paſs before him. Now Mercy is the moſt excellent Degree of Goodneſs. 
*'Tis Goodneſs primarily excited and active from it ſelf, and takes occaſion from the mi- 
ſery of the Creature to be beneficent. "Tis obſervable, when he was proclaimed in his 
glorious Titles, The Lord, the Lord God, Merciful and Gracious ; next to the Deity, 
Mercy is plac'd as his deareſt Attribute : and of the thirteen Titles of Honour attribu- 
ted to him, nine belong to Mercy, to ſignify the advantage it has above Juſtice. Mercy 
is his peculiar Treaſure : *tis ſaid he # rich in Mercy, -not in Pofleſſions, tho" the Earth is 
the Lord's, and the fulnefs thereof : his Riches are not without himſelf, but in his own 
PerfeQtions. -Now 'tis the great Deſign of God to glorify this . Attribute in the Salvati- 
on of the Loſt and miſerable. Adam had ſufficient Grace to ſtand, but was free to fall, 
and by the Fraud of Satan join'd with his own Folly, was ſeduc'd from his Duty, and 
involy'd himſelf and all his Progeny in utter Ruin. It was very becoming God that his 
Enemy ſhould not obtain his End, that mankind ſhould not be the eternal Trophy of 
the Tempter, and ſo noble a part of the Creation be as it were aboliſh'd for ever. From 
hence the mercy of God took its Riſe, and moſt apparently and eminently declar'd it 
ſelf, in ſending his Son the Heir of his Love and Glory, to be the Redeemer and Ran- 
fom'sf the loſt and miſerable. The 
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ther SubjeQs ; ſo the Miniſters of the Goſpel by their Conſecration and immediate Re. 


Beauty and Brightneſs of that anapproachable Light wherein he is ſaid to dwel: every 


Metcy is medicinal, healing, and recovering Love. The Object of it is the Miſerable 
When our firſt Parents were cited to Judgment for their rebellious Sin, Mercy promis'd 


is his ſtrange Work, that by Conſtraint he executes. He does not afflift willingly the Chil- 


dy. % 


eſt Light in all the Conſtellation of the Divine Attributes ; *tis our Happineſs we are - 
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The Goſpel; 1s made up of Arguments and 5 TAN" of Cortina and compaſ- 
ſonate Calls, of incouraging Invitations, and the moſt conſtraining niotives, that ſin- 
ful men would apply themſelves to our Bleſſed Saviour, and not periſh for ever iti theit 
Sins. And God has appointed an Order of men +ohſerrated to this Service. This is mol 
excellently expreſt by the Apoſtle ; Now we are Embaſſadori fo? Chriſt, as tho God thd i Cox. 5: 
beſeech you by us, we Fried you in Chriſt s ſtead, be recontiled to God, From hence the Duty 
of Evangelical Miniſters is clear and conſequent, that with zealous Aﬀections and per. 
ſevering Diligence they ſhould endeavour to bring Souls to rene of the Grace of the 
Goſpel. An Objection may be raiſed. 

If God be pleaſed with the Salvation of ſinful Men, why are rbt all fayed + fot no. 
thing is the Obje&.of his Will, but is within the compaſs of his Power: 


The ObjeRion' is atid may ſurprize at firſt, but duly confdered inay 1 r9- 
ceive a ſufficient Anſwer. 


i. 'Tis a leading Rule, that when Dotines are clearly revealed in the S& 
muſt yield our Afſent, tho' we cannot reſolve all the Difficulties that are raiſed. againſt 
them; 'Tis unreaſonable to deny, what is eviderit, becauſe we cannot unfold what 1s ob- 
ſ{cure. There is no Doctrine more frequently arid emphatically aſſerted'in the Divins 
Writings, than that the Repentance of a Sinner, and his acceptance of Pardon and Life 
is very pleafing to God. He aſſures us in the moſt ſacred and folemn manner of this : 

As T live, ſaith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, but that the Ezekc 33; 15: 
Wicked turn from his "7 and live : He is willin they ſhould -be: ſaved, 2nd they are 
wilful to be damned. With what tender arid melting Compaſſions does he "ft © with 
them, Why will ye die, O Houſe of Wrael? as if they were upon the brink 6f Il, and 
ready to drop into irrecoverable miſery. | 3 

2. We muſt diſtinguiſh between his decreeing Will, arid his approving Will : what- 3 4 
ever God decrees to effe&, ſhall be infallibly accomipliſh d; but many things that he | — = 
approves, are left undone. His Commands are his Will, the Rule of out Duty, but not _— 

_ of his Purpoſe what he will do; The Scripture mentions the Word of God's Power, and 

the Word of his HolinefS, The Word of his Power effects all t ding to his 
Will : but the Word of his Holineſs, his Laws declar'd to regulate our Lives, are often 
oppos'd, and without Efficacy. 

+ The Wiſdom of God diredts all the Operations FW his Attributes; that orders the 
Diſpenſations of Mercy, and the Inflictions of pe When the Apoltile had confider- 
ed the aſtoniſhing Oeconomy of Providence with reſpe& ro the Jews and Gentiles, he 
breaks forth, O the Depth of the Riches both of the ilk and Knowledg of God ! "Hob Wi- Rom. 
ſearchable are his eo and his Ways paſt finding out ! That ſo great a part of the 
World live in Darkneſs, and die in Darkneſs, and go to their Fathers where they fhal 
never ſee Light, and the Day-ſpring from on | high viſits others Nations, is accordin ing to 
the Counſel of his. Will. 

. God does afford aſliſting Erace to Sinners, which if they improved, he wand not 
deſert them. The Goſpel zs a Miniſtration of the Spirit, to \lluminate, excite and per- 
ſwade Sinners not to forſake their own Mercy. He ſtrives with them, he woes and waits 
zo be gracious, till by their obſtinate Reſiſtance they quench his holy Motions. "Tis true, 
he diſpenſes Grace in different degrees, for he is the Maſter of his own Favours: but 
tho' eftetual converting Grace is not beſtowed upon all, yet there is commior Fae: 
that has a tendency to Converſion, which if humbly and thankfully improv - Toy has 
the moſt free and excellent Goodneſs of God, men would receive further Su plic 
they are careleſs and oppoſite to his gracious Operations , therefore the Spurt 
righteouſly withdrawn from them. He that in Luxury has waſted his Eſtate, 
he dies in Poverty. Beſides this, 'tis very conſiderable, that Men ſhall be condemned 
at the laſt Day not for mere Impotence, bur obſtinate Oppoſition : : they loved Dar eſs 
rather than Light, becauſe their Deeds are evil : not for the want of that Grac : th wy | 

' did notreceive, but for the negle@ to improve that Grace they had received, and r 
jefting what was offered. The /orhful Servant was condemn d for hiding bis fngle T7, ang Mat. 25, 
in a Napkin, not becauſe he had not five Talents. 

Secondly, "Tis the great Deſign ot God to glorify his Son. When ke brought his 
Firſt-begorten into the World, the Command was, Let all the Angels of God worſhip him, Heb. 1. 
God has given him a Name. above every Name, that at the Name of FI Ban every oo 
ſhould bow, of things in Heaven, and Earth, and under the Earth ; and eve 4 
confeſs that Feſus Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father: Thoſe ork Re "his 
Supreme Wiſdom and Soveraign Will, ſhall by 2 conſtrain'd Submiſſion acknowled: 
the high Dignity of his Son, 

The great Command of the Goes: is, that Men ſhould believe on the Name ch £ Se 8 Jobs 3. 33 
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3. SERMON Dd 


Ads 5.31. Feſus Chriſt : Him hath God exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give Repentance 
and-Remiſion of Sins. The Death of Chriſt may be conſidered as an Act of Obedience 
to God, and of Love to Men. His Intention was to ets God, by bringing loſt 
Souls to him. Now 'tis promiſed as a Reward of his Sufterings, he ſha ſee of the 
Travail of his Soul, and be ſatisfied. He is infinitely pleaſed with the Salvatiow of 
Souls, as the Fruit of all his Anguiſh and. bloody Agony. . The EleRtion of a number 
of the loſt World, that ſhall believe in him, and be adopted; and ſaved by him, has a 
ſpecial reſpe& to his Honour,: that his Death might not be 1 vain : that. the Son of 
God may be magnified in his unſpeakable Love to them, and their ſincere Obedience 
to him : his relative Glory,. as Head of the Body, will thine in them for/ever. 
Tis alſo obſervable; theDecree of Ele&ion which'is of infallible Accomplithmentr, 
both as tothe Converſion and. Perſeverance of the Ele&, becauſe the Divine Will is un- 
changeable and infuperable with reſpe& to the Events dytermined by it, hath a peculi- 
ar regard to.the Glory of Chriſt. No Principle of Oppglttion in the corrupt Heart of 
Man can fruſtrate the Operation of God's Spirit, T3 n the. powerful entrance, or 


ſure continuance of his Grace. Our Saviour tells us, AZ that the Father gives me, 
ſhall come to we. And, ſpeaking of his Sheep, he faith, Wy Father which' gave them 
me, is greater than all ; and none is able to pull them out of thy Father's Hand. The Pur- 
poſe of God, and Purchaſe of Chriſt ſecure their Salvatiqn : for theſe our Saviour in- 

tercedes, Holy Father, keep through thine own Name, thoſ# whom thou haſt given me, that 
/ they maybe one, as we are, | His Mediation is never 1ntefrupted : when Chriſt's Prayer 
and God's. Power are ineffeftual, then may they fall away totally and for ever, whom 

God keeps, and Chrift commends to his keeping. From hence it appears, that the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel are indiſpenſably obliged zealoyſly to endeavour the Salvation 
of Souls, which the Father has deſign'd for the Hono ir of his Mercy, and which the 
Son of God eſteems his deareſt Glory. f 

| St The APPLICATION. 

1. 1. From hence there 1s jift cauſe to admire the glorious Grace of God in converting 
Sinners, and making them willing to comply with the Terms of the Goſpel. Indeed 
tis ſtrange to. Amazement, that Men involv'd under the Guilt of Sins ſo numerous 
and ſo heinous,-and liable every hour to the Sentence of the Law, fo ſure and ſevere, 
Eternal Death for their Sins, ſhould neglect a Pardon fo dearly purchas'd, and fo gra- 
ciouſly offer'd, and not with the deepeſt Humility, with raviſhing Joy, and the higheſt 

Thankfulneſs receive it. . Is there no Spirit, no Underſtanding left in them ? Nay, is 

ſenſible Nature and its inviolable Inclinations ſo extinguifh'd, that they are Enemies to 

themſelves 2. But if we conſider the Deprayation of Mankind fo inveterate and invinci- 

ble, we ſhall turn the Current of our Wonder another way, that the obſtinate Perverſe. 

neſs of any is ſubdued, and that with conſenting Wills they receive Chriſt as their 

EpheC,r, Prince and Saviour. Election is the Fountain of diflgkaithing Grace : Many are cal- 

| Rom. 8 led, but few are choſen. Converſion, Adoption, Juſtification, SanRification, Glorifica- 
Epheſ. : tion, are all the Fruits of eleing Mercy. By the moſt gracious and free At of his 
2 Theſ.2. own Will, he choſe ſome out of the corrupt Generality, (and they are but a little di- 
Ads 13. minutive Flock) to make them Veſſels of Honour, that his Goodneſs might be the 
Jon 12. more admirable. -. Thoſe who are made a wi/ing People, were by the natural and con- 
| tracted Hardneſs of their Hearts , as averſe. and repugnant to the Heavenly Call as 
others ; it after a thouſand Repullſes, the Spirit had been withdrawn, they had died in * 

their Sins: but as 'tis ſaid of Lo?'s miraculous Reſcue from the Flames of Sodow, While 

be lingred, the Angels laid bold upon his Hand, the Lord being mercifal to him, and brought 

 bim forth, andſet him without the City; ſo the free and omnipotenr Grace over-rul'd their 

reluctant Hearts, and ſtrongly and ſivectly inclin'd them to God their ſupream and 

ſatisfying Good, and to come to Chriſt as the only $ to reſtore them to the Fa- 

vour and Enjoyment of God. . The natural Man 1s no more able to believe with a fa- 

ving Faith in Chriſt, than to obey the whole Law : *tis the Gift of God. He provides the 

Means of Salvation, and applies them ; he by victorious Grace /tads Captivity captive, 

and beſtows that moſt precious Gift upon his People. How many that enjoy'd the 

fame Goſpel, and did not reject (0 many Invitations, nor ſo often grieve and vex the 

holy Spirit, nor ſo long abuſe the Patience of God, were juſtly lett in their Sins? this 

will ſet a Luſtre upon ſpecial and faving Mercy. O, what a conſpicuous Diſcovery, 

what a lively and thankful Senſe will there be of this Grace in the next World ! Our 

Luke 13.28. JAVIOUr tells the unbelieving Jews, There ſhall be weeping and graſping of- Teeth, when ye 
ſhall ſee Abraham, and Iſaac, ard Jacob, in the Kingdom of God, and you your ſelves turn'd 

out. The Compariſon of the oppoſite States will then be more joytul and tranſporting 
to the Saints, and more manifeſt and tormenting to the Reprobates. They ſhall feel 


a burning 
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-2 burning Thirſt after the Happineſs they have loſt, and be tortur'd between Deſi 
2. Let thoſe who make light of the Invitations of Grace, conſider what will.be the 4: 
Ifue of their Obſtinacy. ithin a little while Conſcience will awaken the: Remem " 


ry 
add hf T4 T0 


Sinners Dy { 
this Freedom, 


cious Promiſeso accept and receive them : he expreſſes the moſt tender C 
towards perl Ng Sinners ; Why wil ye die > He reproaches their unaccountable} Fol 
e | 2 


en them, nd Reproofs will reform them ; the richeſt Means of Grace are Io, and: . 
they prodigally periſh. Now how ju Sentence. 


they aredeprived of Life, becauſe they will not come to Chriſt. that . e. Life. 
At the Day of Judgment loſt Sinners will intirely clear God, - 
ſelves with their deſerved Ruin. SE EE ot 0 
( 2. ) Such are irrecoverable. , The Goſpel is the only Diſpenſatio e + If 
e can heal us; 


— 


Grace, The Son 0 
World : But he did not aſſume the 


rake hold of him. The Gol 
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| ſpares them inorder. to Pardon, and renews his compaſſionate Calls to them to forſake 

their Sins, and live; by his Word and wonderful Patience he invites them to Repent- 

eg ance, and by Repentance to his Favour, and to Happineſs. Now what a violent Pro- 

fs vocation is the Contempt of ſuch Mercy ; The Furnace of Hell 1s heated ſeven times 

more'for the Deſpiſers ot the Goſpe]. How will the remembrance of their Folly rack 

their torn Minds 2 The fierceſt Furies cannot ſo torment them as their ſelf-condemning 
Conſciences. | | | 

3. Let the Miniſters of the Goſpel be excited to diſcharge their Commiſſion with Fi- 

delity:.I ſhall ſet down ſome Direiongand Motives in order to it. The general DireCi- 

on is this, Salus Populi ſuprema Lex efto A, The' Salvation of Souls is the, End of Preach- 

ing, and muſt lite ie The Qualifications of a Miniſter to make him ſucceſsful are, 

Firſt, Excellent Knowledg. An ignorpnt Miniſter is a plain Solzciſm, as to fay a 

blind Eye,not capable to perform the Actproper to it. The Office and Authority with - 

out Abilities to exerciſe it, is in vain. 'THe Apoſtle declares the PerfeCtion of the Scri- 

2 Tim, 3. | Pture, that 'tis profitable for Dorine, for Reproof, for CorrefAion, for Inſtruttion in Righte- 

ouſneſs ; that the Man of God may be perfeft,) throughly furniſhed unto all good Works. He is 

' to inftkni the Igorant, to remember the Careleſs, to refute the Erronious, to reſolve 
Mat: 24- 45- the Doubting, and comfort the Aﬀlicted. Not only Fidelity, but Wiſdom is requifite in the 
| Servant whom his. Lord made Ruler over hih Houſe, to give them Meat in due ſeaſon. There 

muſt be ſubſtantial Learning, to convince Gain-ſayers, and ſpiritual skill to underſtand the 
Arts of rhe'Tempter, who will fail withſevery Wind, and make uſe of the various Diſ- 
poſitions of men to do them miſchief, /He feeds the blazing Preſumption of indulgent ' 

- ſinners : He ſpeaks Peace to them whtn God is their' Enemy : if there be'fometimes a 

{ad nce, the ſhadow of Repentance, it is ſufficient. But he perplexes tender 

and fearful Spirits, by ſuggeſting they do not mourn enough, to damp their Endea- 

vours, and make them heartlefs in God's ſervice. Now 'tis a principal Duty of an E- 

vangelical Miniſter to unmask the malice of Satan, and defeat his Deſign : to preach 

the Word in that diſtin manner, that ſecure ſinners may be afraid of Vengeance, and 
* that the Penitent may apply the Divine Mercy. He that wins Souls is wiſe, The Ter- 
rors of the Lord muſt be ſet in array againſt the rebellious obſtinate Tranſgreſfors ; but 
the indulgent Love of our Heavenly Father, the tender Compaſſions of our ſenſible 
Head and Saviour, and the Conſolations of the holy Comforter, are the Portion of re- 
lenting and returning Sinners, | _, | _ 

. An underſtanding Miniſter inſtructs his People in their Duty and Happineſs : he will 
nor offer them Stone for Bread; intricate controverſial matters that aſtoniſh and cannot 
edify, but plain Evangelical Truths, the proper Food for the Soul. 
| The'Manner and Language in Preaching muſt be an{werable to the Majeſty of Divine 
Truths. There is nothing more odious than a facred ſubject triflin8ly handled. The Af- 

, fetation of Wit and flanting Eloquence fruſtrates the End of Preaching, that is, to con- | 
vince Sinners of their guilt and miſery, and by the Conviction of Conſcience to make 
them fly to the Sanfuary, our Bleſſed Saviour, for ProteCion : partly becauſe thoſe 
thipgs that flatter the Fancy, are not proper to afte& the Conſcience : light trimmings 
of Language, gaudy Expreſſions, glittering Points of Wit pleaſe the Imagination ; but 
Conſcience is excited und inflam'd by repreſenting eternal Things with powerful Plain- 
neſs, and in a ſolemn manner : and partly becauſe the human fpirir being limited, while 
one Faculty is attentive, another ſuſpends its Activity and Operations ; fo that the Ex- 
erciſe of the Fancy hinders the Mind from ſerious reflefting on Divine Truths, and ap- 
plying them to the Soul. Vain Ornaments'in a Sermon are like a painted Complexion, 
the more 'tis advanc'd to the Eye, the more *tis abaſed to the Judgment. | 
The Diſcourſe of a Preacher ſhould direQtly go to. the Heart : it ſhould be fo fram'd as 

_ fo prove and illuſtrate the Subje, and work on the Underſtanding and Aﬀedtions. We 
have the Pattern of this in Scripture, where the Love and Mercy of God to his ChiL 

..._ dren, and his Juſtice and Power againſt his Enemies, are repreſented in the moſt Pathe- 

Ifa. 49. z5- tical manner. Iwill produce an Inſtance of both : Can a Woman forget her ſucking Child, 
that ſe ſhould not have Compaſſion on the Son of her Womb ? yea, they may forget, yet I will 

not forget thee. What can be more ſupporting and comforting ? The other Inſtance is as 

Pſal.”. 11,12, terrible. God is angry with the Wicked every day. If he turn not, he will whet his Sword ; 

©... 13. be hath bent his Bow and made it ready, He hath alſo prepared the Inſtruments of Death. 
This Deſcription of God's righteous Diſpleaſure is more powerful to ſhoot through the 
COIN of hardned Sinners, than the bare threatnings that Juſtice will ſurely puniſh 
them. In 
| 2Tim.4.1,2, , Secondly, A Miniſter ſhould be zealous and diligent in the diſcharge of his Office. St. 
P aul adjures Timothy in the moſt ſolemn and feartul manner, 7 charge thee before God, and 
FORO SHER | the 
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the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the Quick and the Dead at his appearing * and bis 
Kingdom : Preach the Word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, 'and out of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke; \exhort 
with a! long, ſuffering and Dodrine. Did the Apoſtle ſtir up the Fire in ſo vigilant a Mini- 
ſter, how much more needtul is it to blow up the Embers in our dtgwly ſpirits? Cer- 
rainly it Conſcience be not ſear'd and dead, fo ſharp a'Charge will 'ronxe "it to the per- 
formance of our Duty. nn Be 7 ie ON 7 AE ON 
£eal for the Glory of our Saviour, if it inflames our Hearts, will fire aur Lips, and up 
anithate our Sermons. Let Knowledge be the Breath to blow the facred Kire, and the 6; 
moſtÞburning Zeal is not exceſſive. But our Aﬀections at the higheſt are very defective + 


How many preach the Word fo coldly,; as 'if they had no deſire to faye \Souls from 
eternal Death ? FT et IOW, alto ge 
Hoy many Miniſters lie down in their Lazineſs; and wretchedly neglect their Daty, 

to bettpr themſelves and benefit others in preaching the Goſpel 2 Idleneſs entrvatesand 
unſtrings the Bent of the Spirit: the Mind 1s benumm'd by a uſeleſs and ig nqble Dulneſs: 

. Sogfie who are deputed Shepherds, may think it a Diſparagement 6: ir Greatnels, 
to be{frequent in ſo mean a Work as Preaching ; whereas. the Son of God $2'Preach- Ds 
er of Fhe Goſpel. Others make a Gain of the Flock, bur put off the InſtfuQting and © 


are pf it to others, They will ſerve Chriſt by Proxy, who died for us Jin his own | 
Perſqh. How can they commit to others the Charge immediately entruſted tg themſelves © 
hat Exemption can they plead, what Actount can they give to the great Shepherd 2 
,Fhirdly, Let Miniſters, that they may be ſucceſsful, adorn the,HSly, -and without 
Holineſs-dangerous Office of the Evangelical Miniſtry, by a ſutable Converſation. 
Innocence, and Abſtinence from foul Sins, is not ſufficient to recommend them ; but 
the Power of Godlineſs, and the Beauty of Holineſs muſt ſhine in their Lives. They can © 
never efteCually teach others what they do not praQtice themſelves : if any Sin reigns 
in them, their Prayers cannot aſcend with Acceptance to God, and deſcend. with a 
Blefling on the People. Let a Miniſter preach Divine DoQtrine, yet if his Converſati- 
on be Earthly and Senſual, he is more likely to harden Sinners than to convert them: 
How unbecoming and diſgraceful are unholy Miniſters to their Profeſſion 2 What a 
Scandal do they give to the Protane, and occaſion to blaſpheme their high and holy 
Calling ? Let ſuch prepare themſelves for many Srripes : they cannot eſcape a double 
Damnation, for the Negled& of their own Souls and the Souls of others committed to 
chem. Though a Heavenly Light ſhines in their Sermons, if in their Practice they 
are dark Clouds, the Blackneſs of Darkneſs is reſerved for them for ever. SENSES | 
Fourthly, Union among Miniſters is a happy Advantage to recommend their Do&- 
rine to the People. Diviſion and Jealouſy will leſſen the Authority and Efficacy of 


x 


their Preaching. It one Dog opens, the Deer is not alarm'd, but the full Cry rouſes 
him. When Miniſters with one Conſent declare the Wrath of God from Heaven''a- 
gainſt Sin, the Profane and Secure are afraid : and the awful Fear of Juſtice makes 
them ſeek for Mercy. Tis true, there cannot be expected an entire Conformity in 
Opinions among the wiſeſt and beſt Men : therefore in DoQtines not ſo clear nor of 
that moment as the great Truths, a mutual Forbearance is our Duty. But to' coin 
Controverſies about clear and neceſſary Truths, and obſcure them by Oppoſition, 'is a 
great hinderance to the Succeſs of the Goſpel. Some worthy Men earneſtly deny the 
Goſpel to be a Law : Will they reform the Scripture? Is not the Goſpel called the Law _ 
of Faith, the Law of Liberty, the Law of the Spirit of Life > "Tis true, the Goſpel is 
a Covenant of Grace, bur ir has all the Eſſentials of a Law : *tis the revealed Will of _ 


- *Tis very obſervable, that in the Narrative of the Miracles by the Prophets, ſome 
Circumſtances are related, that declare they were done by the Divine Power. Some- 


time the Command of God was before the Performance : thus in all the COS 
| Wo 


g > : Ss bn S * # : 4 54S y þ - "I © V4. . «of "__ . . "a7 Pal 2. av WT 3-.of 4: 4 EY GY [00 ſs: : WO 
SY. CLIENT 1 us . ys EO 5 : ads A wack Wn "I 4 x \, F328 36 LOR RON p LO $1 8 £3 OS . df. RN PO EI 
: 8 . . $4 LR Lig 7x J i "REN « R Yo AG P J C + 40S y7 4 454 WOES {Ke +73), F hehe ad. 4 4g, FW WNS 7; C3" 7 $7; wy yg ? Sz L p Lf 
, 4D; + SM OG NTT . 44 WIL LONG boat FEY IF YE RYE SOA FERRO Oh 3 (RE al $f Ws & 9} WV. OR Ges 2, ING ow S.? > 
. TY. o ? p _ $ : Fe F 5 Fe , 3 


Fre - . "ls ES np ed 
w A wed 5, 
pn ch © EOF ed . 6 - Ws Lo, 
= : . ; EE RD 
OY oF \ " F \ $ ASA "01 
wy. \ **A2 
_ OY 


[ug _ Fe | - _ Fu PE | mn Fa —_ <— 
4 5 WY . I p þ 


0 


— —_—_ 


Evod.7.16,19- Works done by Moſes, the Command of Ghd was the beginning. - Take thy Red, ſtretch 
Fo 8.5 ot thy Hand, and,other Orders that demopſtrate the miraculous Actions not to pro. 
16:5 tced om an inherent Virtue in his Perſon, but from a ſuperior and korrowed Power, 
Joſh. 10. 12. Sometimes Prayer was addreſt to God beforg the Miracles were done : "Thus Foſhua (iril 
Speaks to the Lord, before he commands the Syn to ftand ſtill upon Gibcon, and the Boon 

\Kings 17.20, #n the Valley of Ajalon. "Thus Elias and Eliſha revived the Dead by Prayer to the 
SY Lord of Lite. . This, was declaratory, that Fhe: Prophets were but Inſtruments, and 


o ' 


+ k055 +2” that God was the abſolute Author of them. / Accordingly in the Cbnverſion of Souls, 
; which is a Work as. miraculous as any of tHe illuſtrious Miracles, : there muit be the 
Divine Appointment of the Means, and afdent Prayer to God for his Bleſſing. "Tis the 
great Encouragement of Miniſters in theif Service, that whatſoever is God's Ordinance 
 thalleffe. that. for, which it, is ordain'f : the Rod of Meſes Fes Power to ſubdue 
Egypt, . to drown, Pharaoh and his Hoſt infhe Red Sea. Three hundred Soldiers with 
ofa -0s, only arm'd with Lamps and Pitchers, deſtroyed the numberlc{s'Army of the Mi- 
__ aa 
Pr 


zites. Aſtoniſhing Victory } Aud.yhe Goſpel is the Power of God to Salvation. But 


Prayes. ite-to obtain the holy Spirit, by whoſe Influence the Word is effteRual 
to recover loſt-Souls to Heaven, And *tis evident, that numerous and entire Conver- 


4 


ſions of Sinners have been by the Miniſtry of holy Men, who made it their great and 
earneſt Requeſt that they might be ſucceſstul in bringing Souls to Chriſt.Cold Formalities 
are unacceptable to God, and without Efficacy ; but Prayer aCtuated with Life and holy 
Heat of Afﬀection, aſcends to Heaven and prevails. And what is more worthy of our 
/conſtant and moſt ardent Deſires, than the Salvation of precious and immortal Souls 2 

/ ..,>II. To excite Miniſters to a faithful Diſcharge of their Duty, let them conſider, 

' ,., 1. The Example of our bleſſed Saviour. It was one principal Part of his Office 
to preach the Goſpel : this he undertook in wonderſul Mercy, and perform'd with a- 
mazing Diligence. He riſes before Day, and retires himſelf into a ſolitary Place to pray, 
that he may loſe no time in Preaching. He preach'd on the Mountain, in the Deſert, in 
the Ship, in the Synagogues, in the High-way, in the Houſe: no Place, no Perſons, no 

Mark 8, 25. TUDE Was unſeaſonable. - It was his Meat and Drink to do the Will of his Father. Thus . 
Mat. 5. 2 conltant and delighted was the Son of God (who laid aſide his Majeſty and Glory, that 
Mark 6. 36. he might inſtru the People without terriſying them) in his bleſſed Work, How docs 
Luke 13. 39. bis Example reprove and upbraid our Negligence ? How ſhould it inflame us to imitate 


- 


John 4. 34 and honour him? | 
_ © 2, His Love to us ſhould make us ardent and aQtive to ſave Souls, as a Teſtimony of 
our-Love to him. Thus he ſpeaks to Peter, Loveſt thou me 2 Feed my Lambs. *Tis his 
Delight and Glory to be the Saviour of Sinners. How dcarly has he bought our Love 2» 
How willingly did he redeem us when we were Enemies 2? His Love condeſcended to our 
low State, to become a Servant, that he might exalt us to his State, to be the Sons of 
God, How does he out-love us 2 We do not love his Glory as he loved our Meannc(s, 
not him the bleſſed God, as he did us curſed Creatures. O the Miracle of his ardent 
Lovetous! O the Strangeneſs of our cold Afﬀection to him ! > 
.. Love cannot be idle, but-will add Fireand Vigor, and cauſe unfainting Perſeverance 
in our Lord's Service. Love and Duty will overcome all Difficultics. It we canſider by 
how many Titles he deſerves our Service, and feel the dear Obligations he has laid up- 
on us, we ſhall compel them to come in, that our glorious King's Houſe may be ful. 
* I ſhall only add, that to fave Souls, the Work is glorious, and the Reward is more glo- 
rious. In the Aſſembly of immortal Spirits above, all unitcd in Perfe&tion and Felicity, 
Thoſe who, turn many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine with a brighter Glory, like the Stars for 
ever and ever, Who would be ſo unhappy as to prefer ſluggiſh Eaſe before a brighter 
Crownin Heaven ? | . 
Laſtly ; I will finiſh this Diſcourſe with an earneſt Perſwaſive, that Mcn would com- 
ply,wita the Invitations of the Divine Mercy. Who can without ſome Sparks of Pity 
and Indignation ſeriouſly obſerve that Men are flight and fooliſh in things of cternal In- 
tereſt, beyond all the degrees of Folly in the Concerns of this World 2 Who would that 
is in danger to loſe his Life or Eſtate, and has but one day to ſecure them, waſte it in fri- 
velous Matters, when the Opportunity is ſo ſhort, and the Omiſiion is irreparable ? 
Yet altho the preſent Lite be certainly ſhort, and uncertainly cqntinued, and Eternity 
depends upon our preſent ſecuring the Favour of God, and our Title in his Kingdom, 
Men employ their Time to gain the World, and neglett their Salvation, in compariſon 
whereof all the Aﬀairs of Timg are a buſy Folly, and vain {mpertinence. Stupend1ous 
Security ! Now to perſwade Men to come to Chriſt for Litc. let them conſider, 
1. 'Tis God's Call, 'to which preſent Obedience is due. Carnal Senſe is apt to ob- 
ject, Is it not a Man I fee and hear ? ”Tis true, but the Mefiage is the King's, not the 
Embaſlador's that brings it. A ſpiritual Eye looks beyond the Obje@ of Carnal Sight, 
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and ſees Chriſt in the Miniſter by the Light of Faith. Were this believed; how wi 
faf\en our Minds and Senſes in the moſt ſerious'Attention'to the preaching; of the C 

\, Make judicious Compariſons between this World and the-next. As 1n'the light of the 
Sun\there is an Influence that cheriſhes the vital Heat, and a Power that extinguiſhes\the 


titchin Fire; ſo the light of God's Word has a double Efficacy, it kindles Heavenly 


Under what Notion ſoever Happineſs is conceived, 'tis only to be found in God; What can 
inrich a Spirit but ſpiritual Treaſures ? Holineſs is the richeſt Jewel in the Celeſtial Crown: 
What can dignify and ennoble a Spirit, but an alliance to God as a Father, and the Likeneſs of 
him in his Divineſt Excellencies? What can fatisfy an Immortal Spitit, and repleniſh it with 
Joy, but vital Union with God, and the immediate Influence of Almighty and Eternal Good- 
neſs ? Carnal Men when they obtainrheir immediate End, Riches, Honors and Pleaſures, they 
fail in their main End, true Happineſs: they ſeem wiſe for rhe preſent, and are fools for ever; 

The Scripture tells us, the Leſs is bleſſed of the Greater. How can the preſent World thar 
is ſo inferior to Man in the Nobility of his Nature, afford Perfeftion and SatisfaQtion to him 
How unſuitable, how inſufficient is ib to fill rhe largeſt and ſtrongeſt Deſires of the Soul 2 

The World may cloy, but cannot fatisfy us ; but the Favour of God, the more 'tis en- , 
joy'd, the more 'tis defir'd, and delighted in. Carnal Joy ſeems, but is not; Fear and 
Stings of Remorſe may be diſguiſed and gloſs'd over with a chearful Countenance and Car- 
riage, but are not extinguiſh'd. Spiritual Joy ſeems nor, but 1s: the Apoſtle tells us, 4s 


ſorrowful, but always rejoycing : there may be a Winter in the Face, and a flouriſhing Spring * ©: . 


in the Heart. There is a ſecret Sweetnels in the Practice of Religion, that'the Unrenew- ny 
ed are Strangers to: they cannot ſee a Taſte. 3 7 | | 
Carnal Joy cannot repel its Contrary ; it cannot endure the Aſſaults of the flight and 
_ tranſient Evils, to which weare exposd here. Sickneſs, Diſappointments, Apprehenſions 
of Evils that hover over us, may imbitter the moſt pleaſant Condition. A wounded Spi- 
rit, like an ulcerous Palat that is fretted and pain'd with the ſweeteſt things, turns all the 
Pleaſures of the World into Vexation. © Fear ſtruck Be/ſhazzar at his Feaſt into a trembling. 
| But Peace with God, and the Joy that flows from it, the World can neither give nor take away : 
tis as unable todeſtroy it as to produce it. Believers rejoice in Tribulations, ' . Rom. F. 
All Carnal Joys are of ſhort Continuance. The World paſſes away, aud the Luſts thereof. Life Joke 4 
 isdying, and the Comforts of it. Al Fleſh is Graſs, and the Glory as the Flower of the Graſs; that 17. 
by Heat or Cold, by a Blaſt or a Worm is ſoon deſtroyed. All the ObjeQts of the ſenſual Paſſ}- 
ons are very fading. The fineſt Stamp of Beauty in the Countenance, how eaſily: is it defac'd 
by Sickneſs or Sorrow, by many Accidents or Age? Riches take the Wings of the Morning, 
and flee away from the Poſſeſſors : Honour is caſual and uncertain 2 the Scepter of David, 
ſo great a King, the Royal Branch of his Family, degenerated into 2 poor Carpenter. 
The greateſt in the World, and the moſt proud of their Greatneſs , the Luxurious Vo- 
luptuaries, ſhall their Pomp and Delights continue with them in the Grave ? Can they 
reign and revel when their Bodies are in the Duſt, and their Souls in Hell > Where is their 
admir'd Happineſs 2 Is it not all dead with them? nothing will then remain but the tor- 
menting Remembrance of their Folly. But the Word of the Lord endures for ever : "Tis an  p,, , 
immortal Seed, and makes the Ground 'tis planted in, to live for ever. We are aſlur', he x. 
that does the Will of God, abides for ever. The Bleſſedneſs of Heaven is everlaſting, as 
God the Object of it, and-the Soul that enjoys it. There is nothing defective in the 
State above, where Happineſs is ſurrounded with Eternity. This is worthy of our moſt 
aſpiring Ambition, of all our Hopes and Deſires, Now is it poſſible that the preſent 
World, as empty as the Froth of the Sea, as vaniſhing as a Puff of Air, ſhould be choſen be. 
fore Celeſtial Happineſs? It is by the moſt, ſo prodigiouſly are Carnal Men {way d by Corte 
at 
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vain World, and make 


becoming 


SERMON XL 

that like Brute Beaſts they are violently drawn'by preſenfyThings, and little moved by Thing 

ſpiritual and future. The Devil brings ready Money:jr his Hands, and'tempts them with 
this preſent World : The Son of God offers in his Word Eternal Happineſs, which is deſpiſed 
in'the Compariſon. If one ſhould chooſe a ſmall Sum at, preſent betore the ſure Reverſion 
of an Eſtate that would enrich him all his Life, would he ot be deſpiſed by all for want of 
Underſtanding? Yet Men allow that Folly in their own PrgRtice, that they would condemn 
in others. But ſuch is the Mercy of God, that to perſwadgand prevail with us, he uſes all 


the Arguments that can work upon the Minds of Men. Hope and Fear are the ſtrorigeſtSprings 


tomove us ; he therefore ſets before us Heaven and Hell, th attract our Hope, and excite our 


Fear. He mes uſe of Hell to kindle our Zeal in ſeeking the Kingdom of Heaven. The moſt 
violent Paſſions are over-ruled by Fear. Now in the threatring of Hell all the Motives of Fear 
are united. Little Evils are deſpiſed, not feared : great Epils that may be eaſily avoided, or 
apprehended very remote, arenot fear'd. But Evils thatare imminent and deftruftive, are 
the moſt powerful Obje@gvfFFear. Now every Man in his finful State,hangs by ſlenderStrings 
over the bottomleſs Pit : and for his under-prizing and neglect of Heaven, falls under the Sen- 
tence that determines his State in an everlaſting Hell. There is no dawning in that Darkneſs 
of Sorrow, no refreſhing in thoſe Flames. There is-a reſtleſs Remembrance of what is loſt; as 
2 Light that comes through a Cranny in a Dungeon, that the forlorn Caitift may remember 
the pleaſant reviving 7 of which he is deprived. A thouſand Years of Torment cannot 
expiate the Offences of thoſe who diſobey the Goſpel : they are full of Miſery, and fuller of 
Guilt, that remains in its Weight upon them for ever. 
The fear ofthis, if duly believed and conſidered, will bridle the ſtrongeſt Deſires after this 
Men wiſe, that they may not periſh in their Choice. 
| Ta conclude, Let thoſe who are invited to this Heavenly Feaſt, come with the Wedding- 
Garment : 'tis an Alluſion to the decent Cuſtom of wearing rich Apparel for Ornament and 
Luſtre at Marriage-Solemnities, to expreſs Joy, and to honour the Perſons that are married. 
wars Fo that are in the Viſible Church, ſhould adorn the Goſpel by a Converſation 
the Dignity and Purity of their high and holy Calling. Unfeigned Faith that unites 
us to Chriſt, and 1s efteCtual and evident inall good Works, is the Wedding-Garment. The Apo- 
ſtle exhorts the Romans to walk honeſtly, as in the Day, not im Rioting and Drunkenneſs, not in 
Chambering and Wantonneſs not in Strife aid Envy; and whereas it might ſtem congruous to 
have added, in dire& Contrariety to thoſe foul Sins, Put on Temperance, Chaſtity, Patience 
and Charity, he dires them to put on the Lord Feſus Chriſt : becauſe he is the only Foun- 
tain of ſupernatural Grace, by which our Luſts are mortified. Faith covers «us with the Robe of 
his Righteouſneſs, and clothes us with the Garment of Salvation. A counterfeit Livery of Pro- 
feſſion will not make us accepted of God. Is there any realChriſtianity without Faith inChriſt > 
and is there a lively Faith without Obedience to him 2 Can you be a Subje&t without Sub- 
jetion? Chriſt is the King of Saints ; they are the Citizens of his Kingdom, and only enjoy 
the Privileges of it. How many are Chriſtians in Title, and Infidels- in Practice? They: live 


inthe bold Contempt ofthe Divine Law, as if they were afraid the Juſtice of God ſhould not 


have cauſe enough to condemn them, or they would put it to a venture, whether he would 
be true to his Threatning, and puniſh according to his Law > Others, tho of a fair Conver- 
ſation, are;but half-Chriſtians : they do not ſincerely and entirely comply with the Terms of 


Mat. 2: the Goſpel, to receive Chriſt for their Prince and Saviour. Let ſuch remember, the King came 


Il, 12, 


in to ſee the Gueſts, and ſaw a Man without a Wedding-Garment : this ſignifies God's judicial 
Obſervation of all that are in his Church, 'not one can eſcape his all-diſcerning Eye, the 
cloſeſt Hypocrite is tranſparent in his Sight; Jt follows in the Parable, Ze ſaith unto him, 
Friend, How cameſt thou in hither without a Wedding-Garment > Nothing will be available in 
Judgment, not the moſt ſpecious and glittering Proteſſion, without Faith in Chriſt, and a 
renewed Heart and Life : yet many fondly dream they may be ſaved, tho not ſanctified. He 
was ſpeechleſs, reduced to a defenceleſs Silence and Confuſion. The Heart of Man is deceitful 
above all things, and above all things deceitful to it ſelf: How often in the trial of his Spi- 
ritual State, by Excuſes and falſe Gloſles he deceives and fatisfies himſelf. But there are no 


_ Apologies betore the King : all things are entirely open to his Eyes : the Thoughts of Men 


| will be their Acculers, and their Works will depoſe againſt them. And how fearful is the Judg- 


ment that follows! Then ſaid the King to the Servants, Bind him Hand and Foot, and take him a- 
way, and caſt him into outer Darkneſs; there ſhall be weeping andgnaſhing of Teeth. Bind him Hand 
and Foot : the Expreſhion ſignifies that the revenging Power ot God is inevitable and irreſiſt- 
able. Caſt him into outer Darkneſsthat fignifies the Separation from the reviving Preſence and 
Communion of God: there is weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth ; the Expreſlion ſignifies the deepeſt 
Sorrow and higheſt Fury in the Damned. What a diſcord and Tumulr of the tormenting Paſli- 
ons is there > What Miſery, when the quickeſt Senſe to feel, and the greateſt Evils to be felt, 


are there 2 Hell is an intolerable Climate, where cold Deſpair and hot Rage are in Extremity | 


forever.” D 
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May it pleaſe your Grace, 
N this Seaſon of Grief that overſpreads Three Kingdoms, 1 
thought it not unbecoming me, to 
of Mourners. 
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| one Voice'to 


i attended with 


The Univerſal Goodneſs of the Queen's Life, k 
we Conſider the 


2 Sorrow of Equal Compaſs at ber Death. 
Cauſes of it, our Sins, the juſt Incentives of God's High Diſp 
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come. 
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My Lord, 


| Heart « ſuch a frogen Fountain as not to Diſſolve, 
with the Current that will be permanent in Times to 
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the Chain of fearful Conſequences that may enſue ; What 


mix 


eſumd to inſcribe your Moſt Honourable Name in the 
ing that notwithſianding the meanneſs of 
a» will be very pleaſing to your Grace, 
omage to the Mem 
by a Double Title, 
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Your Graces very Humble and Obedient Servant, 
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A Sermon Preach'd upon the. 
Late Gracious Dover 
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n "FT yea, | all of EI 
ment, as a Veſture: [t thou chan nd Il ho 
art the ſame, and 2y years ſhall bave no end, i pA SING 
; __ 4,1 
\HIS P/alm was accarding to the, 
ſed during the Captivity. in Babylon: er/ts 
reflets ſadly upon; the: Ghurches: Aficted State, and- his! OWEN 
Mortality : Verſes 14, 23;'24-' He. extends his view to the'Ruinor 
of the Fabrick of Heaven-and Earth : They ſhall decay, and be d deſtroys 
_ ſubſtance, or qualities and-aſe : Perif-by.Conſuming;'ior betcha ange 14 uy 
ing Fire. From this Conſideration he - -tarns. bis'T ew. ts art mms le 
cy and Eternity of God, \Buti thon.art the. ſawe ; t | 
Power never dethne; | end. thy years iſball have nod: 
Hope, that God will revive aaddiore his Charch ; 
continue, ard their ſeed ſhall be eftabliſpe# before thee. | = 
The Propoſition that [ll Diſcourl of is this © nr 2h or 10% ag 07 
That the Unchengible Everlaſting Perfettions of Go are the, "fave Fodetas of th 
Churches Hope in its Deſolute Sdete; 03 10g) Hiofft bi 160310 21 ie boi) 1: wes 
In the managing of it, 
2. How they- are-the Foundation of: the Churches! Hope." © cis 
47 67's T8 <3 He 96 ports Ty. anotrI2 ay; Bib 18} 
In Diſcourſing of £ e Grſt Head I ſhall pretaiſe, That the-nioſt Cublitne! 
Heaven cannot fully diſcover and co #he/intimats and ainf 
ons, of God. He dwells in that Li 
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or future in God, butatith reſpeS:to his Works : @udSavitiue 
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Recefſes from whence different Shadows are caſt : But the Father of Lightkdhas's 

invariable tenour of Glory, he is without motion and mutation. God is abſolutely 
| exempt 
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- Good when he beſtows his Benefits. * 


. it fixed 


A Sermon upon the Death of ie Queen. 
exempt from all charige in his Nature, and from all acciddntal change. The Reaſon 
of this is evident from the conſideration of his neceſſary ſa&f-exiſtenee, and from the 
abſolute ſimplicity of his Being. Self-exiſtence is the infrinſical Property of God's 
Nature : He defines himſelf by it, I am,that I aw. He Mireds Moſes to tcll the 1ſrae- 
lites, I am hath ſent ant unto you. This and the wonder working Rod were his Cre- 
dentials to authorize and dignifie him in their eſteem, and to induce them to believe 
his Meſſage: Jehovah, which is the fame with I ar, 1s the eſſential, ſupream, and 
ſingular Name of God, whereby he is diſtinguiſhed from all Created Beings : It exhi- 


bits the cleareſt Charager of the Deity. . There are other Divine Titles that ſignifie | 


particular Attributes, but Jehovah declares his Being from himſelf, independent upan 
any cauſe ; his neceſſary. Eternal Nature the Root (if I may ſo ſpeak ) from which 
his PerfeQtions ſpring and flouriſh. All other things are from his Caufality ; every 
ſpark of Life, every degree of Being is from him £ But the moſt excellent Creatures 
compared to him, are but as dark ſhadows without reality. Therefore God aſſumes 
to himſelf, I awv, and there is none beſides me. Tis (aid the whole World compared 
to him, i like « drbp of the bucket to the ſea, or the duſt of the ballance to the globe of the 
earth ;/ way,. is leſt than nothing. There is a greater diſtance between God and the 
An la, than between the Angels and their native nothing : For they have derived, 


and dependent; limited Beings, but God is all PerfeQion, all Greatneſs and Goodneſs 


This neceſſary Self-exiſtence of God is the Foundation of his Immutability : Thus 
he declares, 1 amr the Lord Jehovah, I change not + He is neceſlarily and eternally him- 
ſelf, and all that he is, without the leaſt change. for a moment. Abſolute neceſſity 
of Exiftence invincibly infers the infinity of Exiſtence : For the limits of any Being 
are determined by the produCtive cauſe of it. - Of Created Beings ſome excel in one 
thing, ſome in another, waged = xs the Will of the Maker. Every change in the 
ſubſtance of things is either perfettive or corruptive, and both are equally impoſſible 
in God. For nothing can accrue to Infinite PerfeQion, and nothing can be wanting 
to it. Any acceſſion to his Excellency implyes, there was a defe& before, if any im- 


Pairing, there would be a defe& afterward.: From hence it follows, either that he 


was not God before, or that he ſhall ceaſe to be God afterward, it being abſolutely 
impoſhble that any Perfeftion be wanting in the true God. | | 

. The abſolute fimplicity of the Divine Nature does rmfer' the immutability of it. 
'Tis true the Perfeftions of God are expreſt by different titles, 'and are apprehended 
by us under different conceptions, yet they ate aff the ſame Infinite Nature. There 
$5 no compoſition and mixture of Wifdom, and Power, and Goodneſs in God, ' but 
.he is;all Perfe&tion in the Unity of his.Effence.. | 


Eternity is a reſultance from his independent Nature : For we cannot- conceive of 
2 Being neceffary in it ſelf, but it muſt be Eternal ; From everlaſting to everlaſting thon 
.qrt God. \ Whatever is made is periſhable,” either from the principles of its compoſi- 

tion, -as:the Bodies of Animals, which being made of jarring Elements, dye by Na- 
toral Expiration, 'or may be deſtroyed. - The Angels, tho' Spiritual Subſtances, are 
-mortal to.Gad; he can: by a word annihilate them *'Nay, their Immortality depends 


upon his Power, the produftive and: conſervative caufe of their Beings. © He only 


-has Immortality , the inſeparable Perfe&ion of his Nature, and 'beſtows it upon 


others. | . 2 
-: The Eternity of God is inſeparably connexed with his Immutability : For' that 
Being that canhot change, cannot ceaſe to be. Theſe Attributes infer and illuſtrate 
one another. | Thoſe things:which time beſtows, it takes away :* Flowers that are'of 
© ſpringing accompliſhment, 'gradually-wither : But the Sun ſhone with as much luſtre 
and force the firft day as:ever ſince, and continues in its perfeFion. God was from 
Eternity,” and therefore is always the ſame in himſelf.' He is not more Powerful when 
he Works, nor Wiſe when:he Governs, 'nor more” Juſt when he' Puniſhes, nor more 
The Immutability of the Divine Nature is pro- 
per to'every Perfettion : I will mention ſome of 'them.. i Bas Frags 
. iT he Divine Wiſdom is ſo perfe& there can be no addition to it. From' Eternity 
beſt end of all things, the Glory of the Creator ; and appointed the fit- 
teſt means; to3obtain it; His all-diſcerning Eye with one imperious view compre- 
hends all events: neceflary and contingent. He' ſees all .rcal effefts, and all poſlible 
in himſelf ::For- he /perfe&tly underſtands his own Power, and his own Will. To 


ao if 


his Cocternal Knowledge nothing is paſt, or to come : Nothing occurs new, or ap- 


pears old, 
. : The 


Dn — 


The Divine Power is nb} capable of acceſſion or dimimytion, In the Lord arg 
is everl afting ftrength. 'Ti$)a Perfeftion inſeparably inherent in his Nature : 0:Lord. 
be exalted in thine own power. The Lord's arm is not ſhortened : Without the leafk ec Ti 
ſtrain of his Power he can do all things., We have a eonſtant viſible demonſtration-ecy. 
of the unchangeableneſs of theſe Attributes : For the ne Infinite Wiſdom LO 
Power are requiſite to manage the World as to make it. , his dire@i 
and ſupporting Power, that Frame of the World would; dike , and the 
mony of it be turned into confuſion. © He wpholds all things by the word of his ; ——M FT] 
The manner of ſuſtaining and governing this great World, is as Divine as the thing 
it ſelf. For no leſs than Infinite Power can do things:by a commanding Word. 
The Mercy of God endures for ever. This 1s ren every Morning and; Moment : 
Tis from bis. never-failing Compaſſions that we do not fail. This is our cominunl Advyo- 
cate to deprecate the Evils we deſerve, and obtains all good things for us. . Tis Mer- 
cy ſupports and ſweetens our Lives, that are ſo frail, —_ ſo ihe forfcited. ' Fond 
_ unwaſted Treaſtre of Mercy ſupplyes our Wants, ſatisfies. our-; x | 
Sorrows. The Divine Mercy vanquiſhes our Fears, comforts u$1n the Hour (o) 
and crowns us after it with Everlaſting Life. . . 
The Holineſs of God, the brighteſt Ornament of his Effence, 3 1s unchan ble: 'Tie 
without fot or wrinkle, that may ſtain its Abſolute Purity. This is the Radical, 
damental Rule of Order in the Divine Government. ſud! 
God ſhould decline from:Moral Good, as that his Underſtanding. 1o% f 
it, From hence our Sayiour declares, That Heaven ang bp ſha paſs ov: 
| Law ſhall be abolsſhed, If the Pillars of | d the Four 
the Earth be overturned, there would. 
Will he can Create a New World ; but if the he La, the 
et gated, it would. be an It mputation 
Ar itrary and Mutable, and conſequently. - he ſhould ceaſe to be 
bx Divine 1mmuability is the full: ar any -canitant State. 
Daity. . And the Blefſedneſs of God, that. oc conhilts-1n the iruitu 
ecellary connexion with this Attribute. Im nutab ability. is the g 


by B to alter JR. And .his Po is: 
2s are exprelt to be t - Connaie Lf his Wil F Determinatians:heing' mat 
\that are the produt 2 oh auncil, . There-are'no Temportry Divrdes U 
SPFeng ef op ns 
the:Qhby #--/-7"s poſaic 
a1, fe vebs diam 
| Þ forers , fe 
he, be Tony. them c prey juſtifie be juſhh 
his Eternal Ol, the prod j of his Eternal Love, 
2, His Word WY Þr-« ener. Tis more. ſtable Fa | x 
Wi carnot lye ;, for he is not. « men that he ftould ' ability: 
Nature gives Firumeſs to this Counſels,. they are\unretraftabl delity'to-I1 
Fromiſee, they are inviolable. . The Apoſtle jevers in. the\ hype of £ | 
Life, which God, that cannot lye, promei ed; His Truth is an Artribute {0 Glorious to 
him, that in the ſolemn rrochiniing of him to the [ſraebites, 'tis ry _—_ 
On 
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_ oned and placed next to the Deity, The Lad thy God js God, the faithful God, thet 


beeps Covenant ana Mercy. *Tis ſo ſacred and dead to him, that he mazmfies his Ward 
 #bpoe all his Name. Therefore he revealed ae by the Name Jehovah to Moſes, 
which 1mplyed, he would be the ſame in performing as he was in promiſing z and 
accordingly by the Miraculous Strokes of his Power delivered. his People from the 
Bondage of Egypt, This is the ground of the Pſalmiſt's Confidence, Thou O Lord 
fhulr endure Po ever, and thy remembrance unto all generations. Thor ſhal t ariſe, and 


have mercy npon Sion, "for the time to favour ber, the ſet time 5s come. From the Immu- 


ability of the Effence of God, he infers the conſtancy of his Promiſes, which de- 
clared by his Prophets the fixed time of their reſtoration, 

In ſhort, by the Covenant of God, his Church is received into Communion with 
him, arid becauſe he lives; 'tis impoſfi poſſible they ſhould periſh. In this the force of 
our $aviour's Argument confiſts a - vo the Sadducees, who denyed the ReſurreCtion: 


That Jehoveh was the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, theicfite they ſhould be raif- 
ed to a Glorious Immortality. 


"The Application of the Point. 


-:Fiorh hence we may underſtand the Reaſon of the ſupreme and ſolemn Adoration 
that gon intelli _ Creatures are obliged to pay to God 'tis for the abſolute and uns 
fettion of his Nature, whereby he is infinitely ſuperiour and ſeparate 
Eng” all i, Beings. There are different Degrees of Excellency 1n the Creatures, 
but in compariſon with God they all vaniſh and are equally nothing. As if one 
ſhould be raiſed to the Region of the Stars, and caſt a look down on the Earth, the 
hi * Mountains with the Vallies would appear an equal Plain. God's incommuni- 
cable Name'*is,” T aw ; he is alone from himſelf infinite and immortal, and in pro- 
riety of Speech the oxly is - all other Beings are derived and dependant on him, and 

it a'Cotintenance and Shadow of Berng. 
us conſider Men and Angels, 'that in Nature are more excellent than 'other 
Creatures. ' The firſt Man in the Perfe@tion of Paradiſe was mutable, his natural Life 
was in a continual Flux, and to be preſerv'd by the Fruits of the Garden. If he had 
revered in his Obedience, after a © ſhort Immortality on Eaxth, he had aſcended to 
en alive in his intire Perſon, but'he muſt 'have' been changed in his Aﬀcenfion, 
oe Hb ent Bhd cores th #he King of ha gh to 
but was free to fall : and that Freedom to Evil was a Branch of Imperfet He on. Ther 
1s a woful Proof of this in his rebellious Diſobedience, for which he loſt more in 2 
Day than his Progeny can recover to all Ages. The Angels are ſuperiour Spirits, 


yet they were charged with Fol, that is, a Slipperineſs and nk Heal which God 
alone 15 intirely exempt. The Ele Angels, who continned faithful when fuch mig 
ty Numbers were falſe, and deſerted their Duty, ( and fell from their original 


and-CGlory )'are not abſohutely unchangeable : : their Confirmation and Stability 


ee ung darn rem gry nn rn Feg X "of e Deſi ne Wy that preſerve wa 
m m '1r r es, 'an ng, 
catinot tin, nor or ter ary fora proc ceds from Ertgr 5 
\In'the Perfe n'of C Glpry the At 5 ure not withat'© anges' t wr Undeſtand- 
ings and Wills are wvaiiou y tin&ur's *nd colpur'd by 'Diverlity of Objetts : their 


Minds are illuſtrated with new Diſcoveri&'o the Divine Coun 15 jn their gradual 
Os liſhment. The le tells us;' Vnro verpalitfer and Powers is made. kno 

by the Church the R_— _ of God. -With the intelleftual Change their Wills 
receive we Ko Imprefſiqns eo "At the Tncarnation of our Saviour a | Chorus of An- 
= t leſtial Hartiony: Glory ro God"on 'bigh, on Earth Peace, good Will 
omards Mex 008 the Converſion of a "Sinner there 1 Dt new. Joy among thoſe bieffed 
$; wr: "the bleſſed God is always the ſame, Tis from the Conſideration of 


's 's .Pecrtes Excellencies that the vs Seraphims are for ever in a Poſture of 


_ > loweſt Reverence before-the'Throne, Sh magnify him by the tranſcendent Titlethat 


L 


tes him from all Creatures of the higheſt Order, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of 

>" rhe Barth is full of thy Glory. The moſt proper 'Aﬀettion due to that infinitely 
uy 15 Admiration CN 'd with humble Fear. 

2. This ſhould confirm our Truſt 5» God at all times. The Pſalmiſt's Indudtion is 

from hence, Thow art the ſame, and thy Years ſhall have no End. The Children of thy 

Servants ſhall continue, and their Seed Pal be eftabliſhd before thee. We Wall conſider 

this Security of the Church in the preſent and futnre State, 


177. While 


«oa. 
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1i#, While the Church is in this lower World the Sphere cf Mutability.- The firſt 
Sin of Alam open'd a Paſſage to innumerable Evils, that eithcr oppreſs ws, or. are 
impendent over us: Mar at his beſt Eſtate 3s altozether Vanity : not only when lan- Pl.l. 39. 
guiſhing and waſting by Diſeaſes, when aMifted by Diſaſters, but in his faircſt Flower 
and beſt Vigour. Nay, the higher his Exaltations in this World, the more he is ex- 
poſed to the Storms of Mutability. How ſhall Man, a Creature ſo impotent and ap- 
prehenſtve of Dangers, compoſe the Diſorder of his Paſſions ? How ſball he ſupport 
his Spirit in an unſafe and unquiet Condition ? The preſent World, as 'tis inſufficient 
for our Satisfaction, fo 1t cannot afford us ProteCtion : it cannot fill the. Immenſity. of 
our Deſires, nor extend to the Eternity of our Duration, nor preſerve us from Afi- 
ftions here. The ſeeming Felicity here is like a Feaſt in an empty Dream, ; mere jyma- 
ginary Food, and vaniſhes in a little while. What then can quiet our Fears under 
imminent Evils ? what can revive and ſupport our Hopes in our Diſtreſs and Exigen- 
cies but the unchangeable God, whoſe Love, and Power, and Truth, are eyerlaſting ? 
Therefore we are encouraged to truſt in the Lord for ever, becauſe in the Lard: Fehapah 
is everlaſting Strength. He ſits in Heaven, his Throne is unſhaken, when things. be- 
low are whirl'd about in a vertiginous Circle. Creatures may promiſe us Rehief in - 
our Troubles, but they are ſo falſe or fading, that we ſhall be deceived in our Reli- 
ance on them, and Diſappointment will increaſe our Vexation ; yet our carnal Can- 
ſtitution ſtrongly inclines us to depend upon them, either for the abtaining what we 
. deſire, or for the preventing what we fear: The Reaſon is, becauſe we. ſee: things 

with the Eyes of Fleſh, and accordingly eſteem their Strength and Sufficiency as:/tis 

viſible to us. Therefore we are ſo often direfted mot to put our Truſt in Princes, war 
in the Sons of Men, in whom there is no Help : His Breath goeth forth, he returns to his 
Earth, mm that very Day his Thoughts periſh. They are diſtingmiſh'd from others, in the 
Quality of Living, but are under the ſame hard and inflexible Neceſlity of Dying. 
| They cannot” retain one Ray of the ſuperficial Luſtre of their Crowns, to. enlighten 
the dark Shadow of, Death : they carry no Reliques of Majeſty into the next World, 
to impreſs a Reverence upon others, Al Fleſh is Graſs, and the Glory of it. as the 
Flower of Graſs': the Graſs withers, and the Flowers thereof fades ;, but the Word of the 
Lord endureth for ever. God is our living Strength, a ſure Refuge ta which we may 
fly in our Extremities. He can compoſe a raging World, or preferye his Chprch in 
it, as he did the*Ark in the Univerſal Deluge. The Prophet alledges this Reaſan,;af 
his Confidence, Art not thou from everlaſtius, O Lord my God, mine haly one 9 we ſbaf/ 
not die. And accordingly the Prophet Jeremiah argues ;, Thou O Lord remaineſt for Gam.5. 19490. 
ever, thy Throne is from Generation to Generation ! Wherefore doſt thox farget ws for ever, 
and forſake ws ſo long time £2 er ops 

24ly. In the next State we ſhall be unchangeably happy in his influxjve Preſence. 
Here there are many Viciflitudes, ſtrange and ſuddain Proſperity and Adverlity, Riches 
and Poverty, Health and Sickneſs in the Circulation of time ſucceed one another*: 
as in a Voyage, the change of the Winds, ſometimes a Storm, and after a Calm; the 
- unquiet Agitation of the Ship, the Sickneſs of the Paſſengers, arc Accigents that hap- 
pen to thoſe who fail in the Ocean : but when they arrive at the Port, all iatan 
end. Thus when we ſhall come to Heayen, all the Variations of Time ſhell end-in.a 
permanent ſtable State : Our Blefſedneſs ſhall exceed all onr Defires, ang; exclude all 

| F4 


our Fears : it ſhall be compleat and ſurrounded with Eternity. There Gad is Af in 
AI. HB opt | 


The Text 1 have been diſcourſing of, is very applicable to the Occaon 4, for: we 
are inſtrulted by very afflicting Experience WE fallacious our Hopgs are, that fle- 
pend upon dying Creatures, The excellent Queen, from whoſe Inclination ang Power 


the Kingdom expedted ſuch diffuſive Good, and for a long Continuance,;,was.inithe 

Prime and Vigor of her Age taken from us. . DB I bon 
How convincingly verified are the words of the wiſe: Preacher, Vanzty of Parityer, 6 

all 3s Vanity. Thoſe who are ſtiled Gods by Deputation and Vicegerency, and Children of ec. 83. 6,7, 

the mot High, ſhall die like Men : they arc made of the ſame frail Materials, and-lia- 

ble to the ſame Accidents with the loweſt of the People. Eo 

That we may have a due ſenſe of our heavy Loſs, I ſhall endeavour ſincerely, and 

briefly to repreſent what ſhe was, and what. a Bleſſing we enjoyed in her Govern- 

ment. | 2 Jo ii arrtiog © 11 VC TINY 

 T know that the praiſing of the Dead is uſually ſuſpe&ed to be guilty :of Flattery, 

either in diſguiſing their real Faults, or in adorning them -with caunterfeit Virtues, 

and ſuch Praiſes are pernicious to the Living. The Temptation to Exceſs in: this 

kind is never ſo dangerous as in the FuperalEnpaminms of Princes. _ Them not” 

| eve? = ar 
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far Diſcretion is requiſite 1n managing ſuch Spbjedts : Flaunting Language, and high 
ſounding Words the more Poctical, arc leſs Perſwaſtve, for they ſeem to procced 
from a vain Oftentation of El:quence. The diſcovery of the Paint of Art in a Fu- 
neral Sermon defeats the End of it, for it lefſens the Credit of the Speaker, and the 
Eſteem of the Perſon ſpoken of. The ſuſpicion that more is ſaid than 15 true, induces 
a Thought that there is leſs Praiſe-worthy than there is. , But when. the excellent 
Goodneſs of a Perſon in a uniform Tenor of Life was illuſtriouſly viſible, the naked 
Narrative of her AGions will be a more effeftual Amplification of her Worth and 
Praiſe, than the moſt lively and graceful Colours of Language can impart. 


Before I proceed, 'tis neceſſary to conſider two Aﬀs of Divine Providence concern-_ 


ing the Queen, that are eminently obſervable, and were principal Ingredients in our 
miraculous Deliverance. 


% 


The firſt is, That She was not early engaged in the Belief and Praftice of Popery, 
a 'Religiori ſo contrary to Reaſon and Divine Revelation. Children before they 
come to the free Exerciſe of Reaſon, are very Receptive of the firſt Impreſſions : 
eſpecially the Inſtruftion of Parents enter with Authority and Efficacy into the Minds, 
and more eſpecially if they partake from them as the ſecondary Authors, not onl 
Life, but high Honour and Riches. There is the cleareſt Evidence of this, for in all 
Nations Children receive their Religion from the Quality of their Parents. Now 
'tis truly wonderful, that the Queen's Father being ſo amorous of his IE, did 
not take the ſeaſon of inſtilling it into her, before {he could with Underſtanding make 
a Choice of it. It increaſes the Wonder, in that the Prieſts were Attendants in his 
Court, who being deeply ſtruck with Superſtition, are watchful to take all Advan- 
tages to propagate it. If ſhe had been tamted with it, how unhappy had it been to 
| her ſelf, how pernicious to others ? If the Light that 3s in thee be Darkneſs, how great 
is that Darkneſs 2 Popery is a Religion that begins in inward Darkneſs, and leads to 
utter Darkneſs. If her Mind had been prepoſleſt with ſo dangerous Errors, how 
hard to have repreſented Truth convincingly to her > The Wool that has imbibed a 
dark Tin@ture, can never receive a lighter Colour, The change of Inclinations that 
are deeply ſet in the Will is very hard, and the change of Opinions concerning Reli- 
gion that have firſt poſſeſſed the Mind; is equally 1f not more difficult. How per- 
- . Hicious had it been to others? For the corrupting the Mind of a Royal Perſon with 
a falſe Religion, is like poiſoning a publick Fountain, that conveys InfeQion abroad. 
How admirable was the preventing Mercy of God, that as ſoon as ſhe was capable, 
fhe was inſtrufted in the knowledge of the ſaving Truth ; and that her Mind-and 
| | Heart were ſo firm and fixed in it, that ſhe was neither ſeduced nor terrified from it. 
"This preventing Grace was an illuſtrious Mark of her EleQion. 
2. The Diſpoſal of her in Marriage to a Prince of the Reformed Religion, raiſed 
by God to oppoſe the proud Aſpirer, and check the current of his Fury, who uſurps 
"the Glory of Heaven, and breaks the Peace of the Earth ; who arrogates a Soveraign- 
ty over Conſcience, and has compelled ſuch vaſt Numbers to abjure the Truth : whoſe 
infamous Ambition has turned Exrope into a Stage of bloody Confuſion. Our Sere- 
nity and Tranquility, the flouriſhing of Peace and Truth, are from the benevolent 
Aſpe& and favourable Influence of theſe two bright Stars in Conjun@ion. | 
I ſhalt in ſpeaking of this excellent Queen, not inſiſt on the Privileges in the Qrder 
of Nature that eminently diſtinguiſh'd her from others. Her Deſcent was Royal : 
'but this is only an external Circumſtance, and derives no Moral Value to a Perſon. 
The Splendor of Extraftion, like Varniſh'in a Pifure that gives more Life and Luſtre 
tothe Colours, makes the Virtnes or the Vices of a Perfori more conſpicuous. 
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'Her Body was the beautiful Temple of a fairer Soul : Her graceful Preſence inſpi- 
red Reverence and Love in thoſe who ſaw her, and appearcd worthy of Empire. But 
_ Viſible Beauty is often join'd with foul Deformity in the ſame Perſon. 


--T'ſhall begin with her Picty towards God. This is the firſt Duty of Man in Order 
and Dignity, and the moſt conſiderable in its Conſequences : 'tis the Foundation of 
all Royal Virtues. In the Publick Worſhip of God, ſhe was a bright Example of 
ſolemn” and' nnaffected Devotion. She prayed with humble Revercnce, heard the 
Word with reſpe&ful Silence, and with ſerious Application of Spirit, as duly conli- 
dering the infinite Interval between the Supremacy of Heaven and Princes cn Earth: 
:T hat rheir Greatneſs'in its Luſtre js bat a faint and vaniſhing RefleQion of the Divine 
"Majeſty. One Inſtance I ſhall ſpecify in this kind : When her Reſidence was at the. 
"Hague, a Lady of Noble Quality coming to the Court to wait on her on a Saturday 
781 in 
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in the Afternoon, was told ſhe was retired from all Company, and kept a Faſt in pre- 
paration for the receiving the Sacrament the myext day. The Lady ſtaying till five a 
clock, the Princeſs came out, and contented her (elf with: a very ſlender Supper, 'it 
being incongruous to conclude a Faſt with a Feaſt. Thus ſolemnly ſhe prepared her 
ſelf tor ſpiritual Communion with her Savionn When Moſes was ſurprizd- at the 


by folemn Thoughts and ardent De- 
ſires, and God deſcends into the Soul by the Excitations and Influences of his Spirit. 

_ Her Religion was not only-exerciſed in Divine Worſhip, but was influential into 

| her Praftice. The Law of God was written in her Heart, and tranſcribed in her Life in 
the faireit CharadFers. bw Sh | 


She bad a ſincere Zeal for the healing our unhappy Diviſions in Religious Things, 


and declared her Refolution upon the firſt- Addreſs of ſome Miniſters, that ſhe woul, 


uſe all Means for that Blefſed End. She was ſo wiſe as to underſtand the Diffe- 


rence between Matters DoCtrinal, and Rituals ; and ſo good as to allow a juſt Liber- 
ty for Diſſenters in Things of ſmall Moment. She was not fetter'd with Superſtiti- 
ous Scruples, but her clear and free Spirit was for the Union of Chriſtians in Things 
eſſential to Chriſtianity, One thing I ſhall ſpecify : which tho' ſmall in it ſelf,” yet 
as an Indication of the freedom of her Mind, deſerves remembrance. 'A:Perſon of 
eminent Worth, who was in waiting, obſerving the Diſturbance that was made by 
bringing in the Pulpit at the end of the Service, repreſented to her that the Fixin 
of the Pulpit would prevent much diſorder : but ſignified, that Cuſtom would be al- 
ledged, and the Altering of it oppos'd as a Novelty. To which the prudent Queen 
replied, If it be convenient, the Convenience of the Alteration would continue;'and 
the Objetion of Novelty would vaniſh. This revives in me the ſorrowful Remem- 
brance of the late Excellent Archbiſhop, tho' in Place incomparably inferiour to the 
Queen; their Principles and Temper, their Defigns and Endeavours were for Peace: 
And the hopes of obtaining it are weakened by the fatal ConjunQure of their Fu- 
nerals. | 


The Holineſs of her Life was Univerſal. She was Born and Lived in the Court 


that ſhines in Pomp and flows in Pleaſures, and preſents charmiiig Temptations to all 
the Diſeaſed Appetites. Pride that deſtroyed both Worlds,”:and cleaves ſo cloſe to 
Human Nature, reigns there. The Love of Pleaſure is'4ſoft Seducer, that cafily-in- 
ſinuates through the Senſes, and captivates the Soul. Tis at Obfervation 'of St. 
Fx ray that the preſerving the three Hebrew Martyrs unpolluted '4n the Court of 
Babylon, was a greater Miracle than the preſerving them unfinged in the Fiery Fur- 
nace. In the abſence of Hemptations the Corrupt Nature" is ſometimes fo conceal'd 
that 'tis hardly known to it'ſelf ; but when tempting Objeas arm'd'with Allurements 
offer themſelves, -the corrupt Nature is preſently diſcover'd : Eſpecially if a Perſon 
comes to the Licence of the Scepter, that ſwells Pride, and authorizes the exorbitant 
Defires. To be humble in ſuch a high Elevation, to be temperate in the midſt of 
the freeſt Fruitions, is the Effect of powerful Grace. Who ever ſaw in the Queen an 
Appearance of Pride and Diſdain? How graceful was the Condeſcendence of her 
Greatneſs ? Who ſaw any Diſorder in her Countenance, the Chryſtal wherein the 
Aﬀetions are viſible 2 Her Breaſt was like the Pacifick Sea, that ſeldom ſuffers and is 
diſturbed by a Storm. She was ſo exempt from the Tyranny of the angry Paſſions, 
that we may have ſome conjefture of the Felicity of the State of unſtained Innocence, 
of which one Ray is ſo amiable. She was ſo abhorring from the ſenſual Paſſions, 

that nothing impure durſt approach her Preſence. _ Myon 1 
In her Relation to the King ſhe was the beſt.Pattern of Conjugal Love and Obſe- 
quiouſneſs. How happy was her Society, redoubling his Comforts, and dividing his 
LEE mn . Cares? 
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Cares ? Her Deportment was becoming the Dignity and Dearneſs of the Relation. 
Of this we have-the moſt convincing Proof from the ho morgnr' and Tears of the 
King fince her Death. Solomwor adds to many Commendations of a virtuous Woman, 
as a Coronis, that her Fusbard praiſes her. The King's declaring, that in all her Con- 
verſation he diſcovered no FAult, and his unfeigned and deep Sorrow for his Loſs, 
are the Queen's entire Elogy. | 

She had' at excellent Underſtanding that qualified her for Government. Of this 
her preſiding in Council in times of Danger, and preſerving the Tranquility of the 
Kingdotn; were real Proofs. 

Her Charity, that Celeſtial Grace, was like the Sun, nothing within her Circuit 
was hid from its refreſhing Heat. Love is the cleareſt Notion we have of the Deity : 
God is Love. A Prince'in no Perfection reſembles God more than in his Communi- 

- cative Goodneſs, I will mention one Act of her Pious Charity, and the noble Man- 

ner of doing it. A Lord of great Honour and Piety propoſed to Her a very good 
Work that was chargeable : She ordered a hundred Pounds ſhould be paid to him for 
it. Some time interpoſing before the Receipt of the Money, he waited upon the 
Queen, and pleaſantly told her, that Intereſt was due for the Delay of Payment: 
She preſently ordered, that 5o Pounds more ſhould be given, which was done accord- 
ingly. If it were known what this good Queen did, and what ſhe deſigned to do, 
among all her relucent Virtues, Charity would be illuſtrious. 

Her wiſe Redemption of Time from unconcerning Vanities for Domeſtick Aﬀeairs, 
was the Effect and Indication of her tender and vigilant Confcience. She confider'd 
her Glaſs was continually running, and all the Sands were to be accounted for. How 

ſhould this great Example correct thoſe. .who are laviſh of nothing ſo much as of 
Time; which, being loſt, is irrecoverable? The Sun returns every Day, but Time 
never returns. | 
- In her Sickneſs, Patience had ts perfe Work. Her Diſeaſe was uncomfortable, yet 
with reſigned Submiſſion ſhe bore it. When the Danger of it was ſignified to her, 
ſhe had no fearful Thoughts about her future State. Tis a cruel Reſpe to ſick Per- | 
ſons, eſpecially to Princes, to conceal from them their Danger till Death ſteals inſen- | 
ſibly upon them. Indeed conſidering their paſt Lives, and their preſent Anxieties, 
the Advice of approaching Death is an Anticipation of it: But the Spirit of this 
excellent Saint was not afraid | Pang 2mm. f but fixed, truſting in the Lord. Her 
Care had been to ſecure the Love of God in the beſt time of her Life, this mixed 
Cordial Drops in the Bitterneſs of Death. OO 
Ee © In ſhort, to finiſh my Diſcourſe, all the bleſſed Virtues were eminently ſeen in her 
* BE that might render her Government an entire Happineſs to the Kingdom. This ereQ- 


j : ed her a Throne in the Hearts of her Subje&s : and the Honour the wife Poet attri- 
- bates to the Emperor Avg»ſtas - 
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That he rul'd a willing People, may more truly be ſaid of this excellent Princeſs, 
| She was Queen of the AﬀeSions of the People, and governed them without Con- 
ſtraint. Her Praiſe-worthy AQions will eternize her Memory, when other Princes, 
emeng of their ſecular Pomp, ſhall either be buried in dark Oblivion, or condemn- 
ed in Hiſtory. | | 
The Earthen Veſſel wherein all theſe Treaſures were depoſited is broke, arid the in- 
ſtrultive Providence ſhould perſwade us to look to our living Strength, the bleſſed 
God, fixing our Truſt in him. He beſtowed this rare Inſtrument of his Goodneſs : 
He can preſerve his Servant, our Sovereign Lord, who by the Divine Aſliſtance has 
the Honour of eſtabliſhing our Religion and Liberties at home, and gives hope of 
reſtoring it abroad, from whence it has been ſo cruelly and perfidiouſly expell'd. 


The 
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The Addreſs of Condoleance to His Majeſty, 
By the Diſſenting Miniſters. RG 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


H O' we come in the Rear .of the Train of Mourners, to pay our Tributary 
Tears for the unvaluable Loſs in the Death of your Royal Conſort, and our moit 
Gracious Queen, yet our Reſentments of it are with as tender a Sympathy as are 
in the my of any of your SubjeFs. This gives the ſbarpe$t Accent to our Paſ- 

feons, that the Conſiderations which are moſt proper and powerful to allay our Sorrows, ex- 

| aſperate them : for while we remember what She was, how general and diffuſive a Bleſſing to 
' three Kingdoms, the ſevere ſtroke of Providence in taking Her from ws, is moſt affiiing. 

Such a Concurrence of high Perfet1on ſhin'd in Her Perſon and Ations, that would have © 
*#%: made Her Illuſtrious in a low Condition ;, and in Her exalted Station they were attraifive 

'F ©< of the Eyes and: Admiration of all. Her Mind was above the Temptations that attend the 

3 © hrone. Majeſty was mix'd with that condeſcending Flumility, that tender and bentficent 
Goodneſs, that She was eaſily acceſſible to all for their Relief and Support. Her Piety and 
Purity were ſo conſpicuous, Her Aﬀe@ions were ſo compoſed and temperate, that the Court, 
that is nſually the Centre of Vanity and Voluptuonſneſs, became virtuous by the Impreſſuon of 
Her Example. Her Converſation was Jo regular, that Her Enenies ( if Goodneſs in ſuch 
a bright Eminency had any could ft faſten a Taint upon Her, Her Royal Endowments 

for Government, Wiſdom, Magnanijnity, Vigilance and Care in managing Affairs of State 
£558 which the higheſt Princes are but Civil Idols, uſeleſs unprofitable to the 

orld ) theſe were in ſuch a degree of Excellency, that in your Majeſty's conſtrained Ab- 
ſence, while you were defending the qt 6 of Chriſtendom, againſt 2 potent Enemy abroad, 
with the Sword of War, She ſweetly ordered all things at home with the Scepter of Peace. 

Che is gone, and muſt return no more : O aſtoniſhing aw But it becomes us with, hum- 

ble — to acquieſce in the Divine Diſpoſal. The Will of God is always direfed by 

Infinite Wiſdom, and is the Rule of Goodneſs. We muit refreſh our Sorrows with the hope 
that She is entered into her Saviour's Joy, whom She imitated and honoured, and that 
She is made Happy in the Love of God and the Light of his Conntenance for ever. 

We humbly beſeech your Majeſty to accept the renewed Aſſurances of our inviolable and 
conſtant Fidelity, to your Perſon and Government ;, and that we ſhall influence all that are 
within our Compaſs to perſevere in their Duty : We ſhall earneſtly pray to the bleſſed God to 
keep you in the beſt Prote@ion, his —— Favour, to ſupport your Spirit with Divine 

Comforts, and to continue long _ precious A ſo neceſſary for preſerving the pure Reli- 
gion, and the Civil Rights of t | FE 


is Kingdom. 


Of the Reverend and Excellent Divine 


Dr. Thomas Manton. 
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them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not as others which have no bepe, 


- together with them in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in. the Air ;, and ſo ſhall we ever be 


 DLord. © | : | 
- The general Propoſition froni the Words is this ; The Saints after the ReſurreSion 


. accoriing to the Poverty of our Underſtandings. But ſo much we know | 
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1 THESS. 4. 17. thelaft Clauſe, 
---- And ſo ſhall we ever be with the Lord. 


HE Words are a Conſolation, brought by the Apoſtle from the third He4- 
ven, where he was by extraordinary Priviledge rais'd, and ſaw and underſtood 
how great an Happineſs it 15 to be with Chriſt. And they are addreſt to Be- 
| lievers, to moderate and allay their ſorrows for the death of thoſe Saints, 
who by their conjunQion in Blood or Friendſhip were moſt dear to them. Thus 
he ſpeaks in the 1375 Verſe, I would not have you be ignorant, Brethren, concerning 


The H 
that were ſtrarigers to a future ſtate, and thought that after a courſe 


the World, Mankind would be loſt for ever in the Dead-Sea, might with fome 
tence abandon themſelves to the extremity of their Paſſions. But Chriſtians, to whoxe 
Life and Immortality are reveal'd by the Goſpel ; who believe, that as Jeſus died and roſe 
a24in ſo all that ſleep in Jeſus, that perſevre in Faith and Holineſs to the end, God 


. will bring with him, are forbid upon the moſt weighty Reaſons, to indulge their Grief 


in exceſs, The Union between Chriſt and Believers is inviolable; and from thence it 
follows, they ſhall be partakers with him in his Glory. The Soul immediately after 
Death foal be with Chriff, Whiles the Body repoſes in the Grave, 'tis in his Preſence 
who is Life and Light, and has a vital joyful Reſt in Communion with him. And 
in the appointed Time the Bodies of the Saints, thoſe happy Spoils, ſhall be reſcued 
from the dark Priſori of the Grave, and be ſharers with 
This conſummate Happitieſs of the Saints, the Apoſtle aſſures from the higheſt 
Authority, the Word of the Lord z, and deſcribes his | par rs Appearance, fo as to 
make the ſtrongeſt Impreſſion on our Minds. For the Lord _—_ ſhall deſcend frone 
Heaven with a Shout, with the Voice of an Arch-Angel, and with the T7, God, aud 
the Dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt. Then we which are alive, and remain, ſball be caught 


with the Lord. Then Death, the laſt Enemy, fo fearful and feared by Men, ſhall 
be deſtroyed. And the Captive Prince of the World, with all the powers of Dark- 


neſs, and all other Rebellious Sinners that obſtinately joyn'd with him, ſhall be broughe 
in Chains before his dreadful Tribunal : and after the great A of the Univerſal 


Judgment ſhall be compleated, then all the Saints ſhall make their triumphant 
with the Captain of their Salvation, into his Kingdom, and ſha} ever be with 


ſtall be Compleatly and Eternally happy in the Preſence of Chriit. » 
' To make this ſupernatural Blefſedneſs more eafie and intelligible to us, the Scrip- 
ture deſcribes it by ſenfible Repreſentations. For whilſt the Soul is cloath'd wit 


Fleſh, Fancy has ſuch a Dominion, - that we can conceive of nothing but by Com- - 


pariſons and Images taken from material things. *Tis therefore ſet forth by a 


Feaſt, 


and a Kingdom, to ſignifie the Joy and Glory of that State. But to prevent all grol! 
conceits ; it tells us that the Bodies of the Saints ſhall be ſpiritual, not capable of 
Hunger and Thirſt, nor conſequently of any Refreſhment that is cauſed by the fatis- 


faction of thoſe Appetites. The objeQsof the moſt noble ſenſes, Seeingand Hearing, 
the pleaſure ofwhich is mix'd with Reaſon, and not common to the Brutes, are more 
frequently made uſe of to reconcile that glorious State to the proportion of our 
Minds. Thus ſometimes the Bleſſed are repreſented plac'd ow Throwes with Crowns or 
their heads ; ſometimes cloathed in White, with Palms in their bands ;, ſometimes fing- 
ing Songs of Triumph to Hime that fits on the Throne, and to their Saviour. But the 
reality of this Bleſſedneſs infinitely exceeds all thoſe faint Metaphors. Heaven is 


leſſened by Compariſons from earthly things. The Apoſtle who was dignify'd with | 


the Revelation of the Succeſſes that ſhall happen to the Church till Time ſhall be no 
more, tells us, It does not appear what we ſhall be in Eternity. The things that God bas 
prepared for thoſe that love him, are far more above the higheſt aſcent of our thoughts, 
than the Marriage-Feaſt of a great Prince exceeds 1n ſplendour and CEN 5 the 
imagination of one that has always liv'd in an obſcure Village, and never ſaw any 
Ornaments of State, nor taſted Wine in his Life. We can think of thoſe thing 


is 
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their Souls in Immortal 
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able to ſweeten all the bitterneſs, and render inſipid all the ſweetneſs of this 
World. 

This will appear by conſidering, that whatever is requiſite to conſtitute the per. 
fe&t Bleſſedneſs of Man, is fully enjoy'd in the Divine Preſence. 

r. An exemption from all evils, is the firſt condition of perfect Blefſedneſs. The 
ſentence of wiſe Solon is true in another ſenſe than he intended, 


© IJ 
4+ 64 


| —— Dicique beatus 
Ate obitim nemo, ſupremaq; funera debet. 


No Man can be named happy whilſt in this Valley of Tears. But upon the entrance 
into Heaven, all.thoſe Evils that by their number, variety, or weight, diſquiet and 
opprels us, are at an end. : nn ee 9 

Sin, of all evils the moſt hateful, ſhall be aboliſh'd. And all Temptations that 
ſurround us, and endanger our Innocence, ſhall ceaſe. Here the beſt Men lament 
the weakneſs of the fleſh, and ſometimes the violent Afaults of 6 þ pg Enemies, 
St. Paul himſelf breaks forth into a mournful Complaint, O wretched Man that I am}! 
who ſhall deliver me from this body of Death? And when haraſs'd with the buffetingg _ 
of Satan, renews. his moſt earneſt Addrefles to God to be freed from them. - Here onr 
Purity is not abſolute, we muſt be always cleanfing.our ſelves from the relics of that 
deep defilement that cleaves to our nature. Here our Peace 1s preſerv'd with the 
Sword in our hand, by a continual Warfare againſt Satan and the World. But in 
Heaven no ignorance darkens the Mind, no paſſions rebel againſt the ſandtified Will, 
no inherent pollution remains. The Church is without ſpot or, wrinkle, or any ſuch 
thing. And all Temptations that war againſt the Soul, ſhall then ceaſe. The Tempter | 
was caſt out of Heaven, and none of his poiſon'd Arrows can reach that Purified: 
Company.:  Gloriows Liberty ! here ardently defir'd, but fully enjoy'd by the Sons of 
God above. | ES. pts £6 -hywg 

And asSin ,ſo all the penal conſequences of it are quite taken away. The preſent Life 
15. an incurable Diſeaſe, and ſometimes attended with that ſharp ſenſe that Death is 
deſir'd. as a Remedy, and accepted as a Benefit. And though the Saints have re- | 
viving Cordials, :yet their. Joys are mixt with Sorrows, nay, cauſed by Sorrows. 
The. Tears of Repentance are their ſweeteſt Refreſhment. Here the /:ving ſtones 
are cut and wounded, and made fit by Sufferings for a Hy unto God in the New _ 
Jeruſalem. But as in the Building of Solomon's Temple the Noiſe of a Hammer was 
not heard, for all the Parts were Fram'd before with that exact Deſign and Corre- 
ſpondence, that they firmly combin'd together. They were hew'n in another place, 
and nothing remain'd but the putting them. one upon another in the Temple z: and 
then asSacred, they were inviolable.. So God, the Wiſe ArchiteF, having prepar'd the 
Saints here by many cutting Afflictions, places them: in the Eternal Building, where 
no Voice of Sorrow is, heard. Of the innumerable Company above, is there any 
Eye that Weeps, any Breaſt that Sighs, any Tongue that Complains, or Appearance 
of Grief ? The Heavenly State is called Life, as only worthy of that- Title. There 
is no Infirmity of Body , no Poverty, no Difgrace, no -Treachery of Friends, 
no Perſecution of Enemies. There is no more Death, nor Sorrow, nor Crying, nor 


ſhall there be any more Pain : for former things are paſt gway. ( Rev, 21. 4. ) God 
will wipe away all Tears ſrom the Eyes of his People. 54 | 


degrees. Pure Joy is the Priviledge of Heaven, unmixed Sorrows the Puniſhment 
of Hell. 


A concurrence of all poſitive Excellencies is requiſite to Bleſſedneſs. And theſe are 
to be conſidered with reſpe& to the entire Man. 


. I, The Body ſhall be awak'd out of its dead Sleep, and quickned into a glorious, 
1unmortal Life. The Soul and Body are the Effential Parts of Man ; and though the 
inequality be great in their operations that reſpe& Holineſs, yet their concourſe is 
neceſſary. Good Actions are deſign'd by the Counſel and Reſolution of the Spirit, 
ut perform'd by the Miniſtry of the Fleſh. - Every Grace expreſſes it ſelf in vi- 

ible Attions by the Body. In the Sorrows of Repentance it ſupplies Tears, in Fa- 
ſtings its Appetites are reſtrain'd, in Thankſgivings the Tone breaks forth into 
the joyful Praiſes of God. All the Vidtories over ſenſible Pleaſure and Pain are ob- 
tain'd by the Soul in conjunction with the Body. Now 'tis moſt becoming the Dt- 
vine Goodneſs not to deal fo differently, that the Soul ſhould be everlaſtingly hap- 
Py, and the Body loſt in forgetfulneſs ; the one glorified in Heaven, the other re- 
main in the Duſt,, From their firſt ſetting out in the World to the Grave they ran, * 
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the ſame Race, and ſhall enjoy the ſame Reward. Here the Body is the Conſort of 
the Soul in Obedience and Suffcrings, hereafter iti Fruition; When the Crown of 
Purity, or Palm of Martyrdom ſhall be given by the great Judge in the View of all, © 
they ſhall both partake in the honour. Of this' ws Tieve: an carneſt in the Reſurre- 
ction of Chriſt in his trae Body, who # the firſt-frnits of them that ſleep, 1 Cor. 15. 
He ſhall change our vile Bodies, that they may be faſbioned like to bis gloriow Bod , 4tcor- 
ding to the working of his Power. whereby he s able to Jubdue all things to himſelf, Phil. 
3- I. A ſubſtantial unfading Glory will ſhine in them infinitely above the periſh 
Pride of this World, that is but in appearance, like the falſe Colours painted on the 
Feathers of a Dove by the refletion of the Light; which preſently vaniſh, when it 
changeth its poſture, or the Light is withdrawn. Indeed,what can be more 1 orious 
than to be conform'd to the Humanity of Chriſt, the Seat of all Beauty and Perfetti- 
on. This Conformity ſhall be the Work of his own Hands. And when Omnip 
tence interpoſes, nothing is difficult. The raifing the E Xy toan unchangeable State 
of Glory, 1s as cafie to the Divine Power, as the forming tthe firit'in the Womb. 
As the Sun labours no-more in the Mines in the forming Gold and Silver, the moſt 
precious and durable Metals, than. in the Prod Hon of a poor ſhort-liv'd Flower. 
IT. The Soul ſhall be made perfe& in all its Faculties. | 
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weſs of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon ;, not only tor his equal 
Perfections in reſpe& of the Unity of their Nature, but to ſ1gnifie that God in the 
Perſon of the incarnate Mediator is ſo fully repreſented to us, that by the ſight of 
him we ſee God himſelf in his unchangeable Excellencies. This appcars by the fol- 
lowing words, that having purged us from our ſins, he ſate down on the right hand of the 

- Majeſh on high : for thcy reſpe& the Son of God as united to the humane Nature, in 
which he perform'd the Office of the Prieſthood, and took poſſeſtion of his glorious 
Kingdom. During his humble ſtate, the Divine Virtues, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Holj- 
neſs, Power, were ſo viſible in his Perſon, Life, Revelations, and miraculous Works, 
that when Philip fo long'd for the ſight of the Father as the only conſummate Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, Shew ws the Father, and ir ſrgges He told him, He that has ſeen me, has ſeen 
the Father alſo. But how brightly do they appear in his triumphant Exaltation. "Twas 

his Prayer on Earth ; Father, I will that they alſo whom thou haſt given me, be with me 

where 1 am, that they may behold my Glory. Ineſtimable Felicity! Whether we conſi- 
der him in the reſpe& of an Objed, that incomparably tranſcends all the created Glo- 
ry of Heaven, or in the relation of our Head, on a double account z partly becauſe 
he was debaſed into the form of a Servant, and ſuffered all Indignities and Cruelties 
of Sinners for us, has received the Recompence of his Metitorious Sufferings, the tri- 
umph of his Vi&ory, being glorified with the Father with the Glory he had before the 
World was :, and partly becauſe-every Member ſhall be conformed to himin his Glory; 
We ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as hg is. And all Felicity and Glory is compriz'd 
in that Promiſe. The ſight of the Face of Moſes when radiant, had no transforming 
efficacy ; for the light of it was not in him as its ſource, but by derivation. But God 
is Light eſſentially, and the ſight of his Perfe&ions will be produCtive of his Likereſs 
1n us, ſo far as it may be in a reſtrained Subject. When our Saviour was upon the 
holy Mount, and one vaniſhing Beam of Glory appear'd in his Trarsfiguration, Peter 
was ſo tranſported at the fight, that he forgot the World and himſelf. How, raviſh- 
ing then will the fight of him be in his triumphant Majeſty, when we ſhall be tranſ- 
figured our ſelves ? jm. 

2. Aswe ſhall behold God's Face, know his moſt amiable Excellencies; ſo they ſhall 
love him as perfe&tly as they know him. To the illuſtrations of the Mind, there are 
correſpondent impreſſions on the Heart. In the preſent ſtate our Love is 1mperted, 
and as Fire out of its{phere, dies away, by our neglect to feed it with proper materi- 
als, enamouring conſiderations of God. But 'tis not ſo in Heaven: there the Divine 
Sun attrads every Eye with the light of its Beanty, and-inflames every Heart with the 
heat of his Love. The continual Preſence of God. is in different reſpects the Cauſe 
and Effe@ of our Love to him. For there is no more powerful Attraltive to love | 
Him, than to ſee him ; And Love keeps the Thoughts undivided from him. God is 
Love, and will kindle in us a pure Aﬀettion that Eternity ſhall never leſſen. 2 

Our AﬀeGtions that are now ſcattered on many things, wherein ſome ſmall Refle- 

, - Qtions of his Goodnefs appear, ſhall joyn in one full Current in Heaven, where God 
# alin all, We ſhall then underſtand the riches of his Love, that God who is 1nfi- 

— hitely: happy in himſelf, ſhould make Man for ſuch a Glory, and fuch a Glory for 
Man. And that when for his Rebellion he was juſtly expell'd from Paradice, and un- 
der a ſentence of Eternal Death, God ſhould pleaſe to reſtore him to his Favour, and 
to give hima better ſtate than was forfeited. We ſhall then underſtand our infinite 
Obligations to the Son of God, who deſcended from the Heaven of Heavens to our | 
Earth.z and which is more, from the Majeſty wherein he there reign'd, from the 
Glory wherein he was viſible to the Angelical Minds, and became Man for Men, 
Redemption for the Loſt, to purchaſe Immortal Life for thoſe who were dead to that 
bleſſed Life. In ſhort, then God will expreſs his Love to us in the higheſt degrees 
that a finite Creature is capable to receive from Love it ſelf, and we ſhall love him 
with all the ſtrength of our glorified Powers. 

3. Compleat (atisfaCtion flows from union with God by Knowledge and Love. Tr 
his P reſence ws fulneſs of Foy, at his Right-hand are Pleaſures for ever. The Cauſes and 
Excellencies of the Heavenly Life are in thoſe words expreſt. The Cauſes are the 

 Influxive Preſence of God, the revclation of his attractive Perfe&tions, the behold- 
ing his Face, the declaration of his peculiar Favour. This our bleſſed Lord himſelf 
had a reſpett to, as the compleat Reward of his Sufferings ; Thou ſhalt make me full 
of Joy with thy Countenance. And his Rizht-hand, his Bounty, that diſpenſes, and 
Power that ſecures that Felicity. The Excellencies of this State are fulneſs of Joy, 
and that without diminution, or end. 


When 


(1.) Thoſe who are poſleſt with a noble Paſſion for Knowledge, how do they de- 
ſpife all lower Pleaſures in compariſon ofit > How do they forget themſelves, negle& 
the Body, and retire into the Mind, the higheſt part of Man, and neareſt to God ? 
The bare apprehenſton of ſuch things that by their internal Nature have no attra- 
tive influence upon the Aﬀections, is pleaſant to the Underſtanding. As the ap 
pearance of Light, though not attended with any other viſible Beauties, refreſh- 
cs the Eye after long Darkneſs : ſo the clear diſcovery of Truths, how abſtra& 
1o-ever, that were before unknown, is grateful to the intelletive Faculty. Thus 
ſome have been ſtrangely tranſported with the Pleaſures of a Mathematical Demon- 
{tration, when the Evidence, not the Importance of the Thing was ſo raviſhing : 
for what is more dry and barren of Delight than the ſpeculation of Figures and 
Numbers ? Solon when near his end, and ſome of his Friends that viſited him 
vere ſpeaking ſoftly of a Point of Philoſophy, by a ſound of Wiſdom was awaken'd 
from the ſleep of Death that was juſt ſeizing on him, and opening his Eyes, 
and raiſing his Head to give attention 5 being ask'd the reaſon of it ? Anſwered, _ 
That when * I underſiand what you are diſcourſing of, 1 may die. Such was his delight *us wm ifud 
in Knowledge, that a little of it made his Agony inſenfible. But here are many Im- nag rex 
perfeCtions that leſſen this ititelleftual Pleaſure, which ſhall ceaſe in Heaven. Here ?;,cpcrs, mr 
the acquiſition of Knowledge is often with the expence of Health : the flower rier:ValMas. 
of the Spirits, neceſſary for Natftral Operations, is waſted by intenſe thoughts. 
How often are the Learned fickly ? As the Flint when 'tis ſtruck, gives not a 


| ſpark without conſuming it ſelf ; So Knowledge is obtain'd by Studies that waſte 


our faint ſenſitive Faculties: But then our Knowledge ſhall be a; free- emanati- 


_ on from the Spring of Truth, without our labour and pains. Here we learn by 


circuit, and diſcern by comparing things ; our Ignorance is diſpell'd by a gradual 
ſucceſlion of Light : But then Univerſal Knowldge ſhall be infuſed in a moment. 
Here after all our labour and toyl, -how little Knowledge do we gain ? Every Que- 
[tion is a Labyrinth, out of which the nimbleſt and moſt ſearching Minds cannot 
extricate themſelves. How many ſpecious Errors impoſe upon our Underſtandings .. 
We look on things by falſe Lights, through deceiving SpeCtacles : But then our 


Knowledge ſhall be certain and compleat. There is no forbidden Tree in the Cele- 


Itial Paradiſe, as no inordinate Aﬀe@ion. But ſuppoſe that all things in the com- 
paſs of the World were known, yet ſtill there would be emptineſs and anguiſh in the 
4ind : for the moſt comprehenſive Knoivledge of things that are inſufficient to 
make us happy, cannot afford true Satisfaction. But then we ſhall ſee God 1n all 
his Excellencies, the ſupream Obje& and End, the only Felicity of the Son). How 
will the fight of his Glory perſonally ſhining in our Redeemer, in the firſt moment 
quench our extream thirſt, and fill us” with Joy and Admiration ? *Tis not as the 


naked conception of Treaſures, that only makes rich in Ideas, but that Divine fight 


_ gives a real Intereſt in him. The Angels are ſo raviſh'd with the Beauties arid Won- 


ders of his Face, that they never divert a moment from the contemplation” of it. 

2. The pure Love of the Saints tb God is then fully ſatisfied. Love conſidered as 
an affection of Friendſhip, is always attended with two deſires ; to be affured of Re- 
ciprocal Love, and to enjoy the Converſation of the Perſoh beloved, the teſtimony 
of his eſteem and good-will. This kind of * Aﬀe&tion ſeems to be inconſiſtent wit 
that infinite diſtance that is between! God and the Creature. But though 'tis diſpro- 
portionable to the Divine Majeſty, 'tis proportionable to his Goodneſs, Accord- 
ingly our Saviour Promuſcs, He that loves me, ſhall be loved of-my Father, and [ will 
love him, and will manifeſt my ſelf un'o hizy, And to confirm our belief of this aſto- 
niſhing Condeſcention, repcats it, If a Man love 42e, thy Father will love him, and we 
will come to him, and make our abode with him. Jn the preſent ſtate, the ſigns of God's _ 
ſpecial Faviour are exhibited to his Friends. Now he beſtows on them the Honour . 
of being his Sons, the Graces and Comforts of his Spirit, the precious Earneſts of 
his Love,and Seal of th.ir Redeermption. Butin eminency of degrees, the eſfets of his Love 
are i.comparably more glorious in Heaven, Here the Saints are Adopted,there Crown'd. 
There he opens all the bright Treaſures of his Wiſdom, the Riches of his Goodneſs, 
the Beautics of his HolincG, the Glories of his Power, and by the intiniate applicati- 

| | on 
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on of his Preſence, makes his Love moſt ſenſible to them. O the nutual delights 
between God and glorified Souls ! God looks on them with an engaged Eye, as his 
own by many dear Titles, and is well-pleaſed in his own Goodneſs to them, and ra- 
viſh'd with the reflex of his own Excellencies ſhining in them. As the Bridegroom 
rejoyces over the Bride, ( 'tis the Language of Divine Love ) ſo their God rejoyees over 
them. And what a bleſſed Reſt do they, find in the compleat fruition of their Be- 
toved ? All their deſires quietly expire in his Boſom. What Triumphs of Joy fol- 
low > Can we frame a fuller Conception of Happineſs, than to be perte&ly loved 
by infinite Goodneſs, and perfedtly to love him ? h 

3. The ſupreme Joy of the Saints is for the Felicity and Glory of God himſelf. 
'For as the Holy Soul feels no more ann motive to love God, than becauſe he 
1s moſt worthy of it, as he is God, a Being of infinite Excellencies, and therefore 
to be loved above the deareſt Perſons and Things, even it ſelf; ſo the higheſt Joy 
it partakes of is from this Conſideration, That God is infinitely bleſſed and glorious. 
For in this the ſupream deſire of Love is accompliſh'd, that the moſt beloved Ob- 
5e& is perfettly honour'd and pleaſed. In Heaven the Love of the Saints to God is 
in its higheſt PerfeCtion ; and they ſee his Glory in the moſt perfedt manner, which 
cauſes a tranſcendent Joy to them. And this is one reaſon why the Saints, though 
ſhining with unequal degrees of Glory, are equally content. For their moſt ardent 
Love being ſet on God, that he is pleas'd to glorific himſelf by ſuch various commu- 
nications of his Goodneſs, is full ſatisfaftion to their defires. Beſides, in thoſe dif- 


* Sic irzque ferent degrees of Glory, every one is ſo contetit with his own, * that there is no 
habebir 0. poſſible deſire of being but what he is. 


— Ter 4. The full Joy of Heaven ſhall continue without diminution, or end. 
ogn Firſt, The number of Poſleſſors cannot leflen.it. The Divine Preſence is an un- 
ne velic am- Waſted Spring of Pleaſure equally full and opento all, and abundantly ſufficient to 
_ plius. Aug. ſatisfy the immenſity of their deſires. Envy reigns in this World, becauſe earthly 
things are ſo imperfeCt irj their Nature, and fo peculiar in their Poſſeſſion, that they 
cannot ſuffice, nor be enjoyed by all. But in Heaven none is touch'd with that low 
baſe Paſſion : for God contains all that is precious and defirable in the higheſt De- 
grees of PerfeQion, and all partake of the influence of his Univerſal Goodneſs with- 
out intercepting one another. In the Kingdom above there is no cauſe for the Elder 
Brother to repine at the Father's Bounty to the Younger, nor for the Younger to 
ſupplant the Elder, to obtain the Birth-right. The Heirs of God are all rais'd*to 
Sovereign Glory. Every one enjoys him as entirely and fully, as if ſolely his Feli- 
city. God is a Good as !ndzvifble as 7nfinite, and not diminiſh'd by the moſt liberal 
Communications of Himſelf. We may illuſtrate this by comparing the Price of our 
Redemption, and the Reward. The Death of Chriſt is an univerſal Benefit to all 
the Saints, yet 'tis ſo applied to every Believer for his perfe& Redemption, as if our 
Saviour 1n all his Agonies and Sufferings had no other in his Eye and Heart ; as if 
all his Prayers, his Tears, his Blood were offer'd up to his Father orily- for that Per- 
ſon. The common reſpe& of it the Apoſtle declares in thoſe admirable words, that 
fignifie ſuch an exceſs of God's Love to us, He that ſpared not his own Son, but deli- 


a _ ver d him up for #s all, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things ? But to 


& toram ſin- UNagine that * the propriety of every Believer is thereby prejudiced, 1s not only. 
ole. Fe her falſe, but extreamly injurious to the Merit and Dignity, and to the infinite Love of 
74 Chriſt. Therefore the ſame Apoſtle tells us, The Life which I now live in the Fleſb, 


paſſione ſu 


$alrator pre” I live by the Faith of the Son of God ; who lowed me, and gave himſelf for me * as if he 
Nie, u500; Were the ſole Objett of Chrilt's Love, the End and Reward of his Sufferings. And 
univerſi , fic THIS appropriating of it to himſelf, is no prejudice to the Rights of all others. St. 
_— - John deſcribes himſelf by that truly glorious Title, The Diſciple whom Feſws loved. 
hoc plus fin- Could he ſpeak this of himſelf without the injury and indignation of the other Diſ» 
En _— ciples ? Certainly he might. For if we conſider that incomprehenſive Love of Chriſt, 
wed TG expreſt to them all at.his laſt Supper, after Judas was gone forth ; As the Father hath 
runt ſinguli loved ae, fo have I loved you. We may eaſily underſtand, that every one of them 
TG Savin, might juitly believe that he was ſingularly beloved of Chriſt. They were all rc- 
ceived in the Heart, though ( with John ) they did not all lean on the Breaſt of 

RNs: : their Divine Maſter. Thus in Heaven God is the Univerſal Treaſure 
oY Hes fone Dobbete Gon of all the Saints, and the peculiar Portion of every one. * As by his. 
nunt ſonos, tanquam cibos: ſeq  EAMIENCE NC equally fills the whole World, and every part of it ; and 
_ quod fecut fe comaiben to- by his Providence equally regards all and every particular Creature z {o 
in Epiſt adValuſam, mn. #347. in Heayen he diſpences the Riches of his Love to all, that they can- 
. not. delire more, if every one of them were (if I may ſo expreſs it} 


thc 


—_ 


the only begotten of the only begotten himſelf, the ſole Heir of all the Merits of his 
Son. Evzry Saint may with the inflamed Spouſe break forth in that Triumph of 
Love ; My Beloved is mine, and I am his. Nay, the great number of the glorify'd 
Saints is ſo far from leſſening their Joy, that it unſpeakably encreaſes it. The innu- 
merable Company of Angels, and the General Aſſembly of the Church of the Firſi-borx, 


next to the Happineſs of enjoying God, .are a chief part of Heaven. An unfeigned 


ardent Aﬀection unites that pure Socicty. Our Love is now kindled cither from a 
Relation in Nature, or ſome viſible Excellencies that render a Perſon worthy' of our 
Choice and Friendſhip : But in Heaven the Reaſons are: greater, and the degrees of 
Love incomparably more fervent. All Carnal Alliances and Reſpects ceaſe in-that 
Supernatural State. The Apoſtle tells ns; If I have known Chriſt afier the Fleſh,-I 
know him ſo no more. By the ReſurreCtion and Aſcenſion of Chriſt he was tranſport- 
ed into another World, and had Communion with him as an Heavenly King; with® 
out low regards to the temporal priviledge of converſing with him on Earth;\* The 
Spiritual Relation is more near and permanent than che ſtricteſt Band of Nature; 
The Saints have all Relation to the ſame Heavenly Father, and to-Feſas Chriſt the 
Prince of Peace, and head of'that happy Fraternity. | The principal motive of Love 
here, is for the inherent Excellencies of: a Perſon. Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Holineſs; 
are mighty AttraCtives, and produce a more worthy Aﬀection, a more intimate Con» 
federacy of Souls, than propinquity in Nature.. David declares that a/ hjs delight 
was in the Excellent. But there are allays of this Noble Love here. For, 


1. There areReliques of Frailty in the beſt Men on Earth, ſome Blemiſhes that ren- 


der them leſs amiable when diſcovered. Here their Graces are mixt Infirmities, and 


but aſcending to Glory; Accordingly our Love to them muſt be regular and ſerene; 


not clouded with Error, miſtaking Defetts- for amiable Qualities. But in Heaventhe 


Image of God is compleat, , by the Union of all the glorious Virtues requiſite to its 


Perte&ion. Every Saint there exactly agrees with the firſt Exemplar, is transformed 
according to the Primitive Beauty of Holineſs. ; No ſpot or wrinkle remains, or any 
ſuch thing, that may caſt the leaſt aſpe& of Deformity upon them. Dh vor, 
2. In the preſent ſtate, the leaſt part of the Saints Worth is viſible. As the Earth 
is fruitful in Plants and Flowers, but its Riches are in the Mines of-precious Metals, 
the Veins of Marble hidden in its Boſom. - True Grace appears in- ſenſible ACtions, 
but its Glory 3s within. The ſincerity; of Aims, the purity of Aﬀedtions, the im- 
reſſes of the Spirit. on the Heart, the interiour Beauties of Holineſs, are only ſeen 
y God. Beſides, ſuch is the Humility of eminent Saints, that the more they abound 
in Spiritual Treaſures, the leſs they ſhew. As the Heavenly Bodies when in neareſt 
Conjunction with the Sun,. and fulleſt of Light, make the leaſt Appearance to our 
Sight. But all their Excellencies ſhall then be in view. The Glory of God ſhall be re- 
vealed in them. And how attraftive is the Divine Likeneſs to an holy Eye 2 How 
will it raviſh the Saints to behold an immortal Lovelineſs ſhining 1n one another ? 
Their Love is mutual and reflexive, proportionable to the Cauſe of it. An equal 
conſtant Flame is preſerv'd by pure Materials. Every one is pertectly amiable, and 
perfealy enamour'd with all. Now can we frame a fuller Conception of Happineſs, 
than ſuch a State of Love, wherein whatever 1s Pn in Friendſhip is in Perfeqi- 
on.. and whatever is diſtaſtful by Mens.Folly and Weakneſs 'is aboliſh'd. The Pfal- 
miſt breaks out in a Rapture, \Beho/d how good- and. pleaſant it is for Brethren to dwell 
together in Unity ! Love is the Beauty and Strength of Societies, the Pleaſure of Life. 
How excellent is the Joy of the Bleſſed, when the Prayer of Chriſt ſhall: be accom- 
pliſh'd, that they all may be ore ! As thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 
alſo may be one in ws. God 1s abſolutely One .in his glorious Nature and Will,” and 


therefore unalterably Happy : And their inviolable Union in Love, is a Ray of the 
 Efſential Unity between the ſacred Perſons. There: are no Diviſions of Heart and 


Tongues, as in this Babel, but the moſt perfe& and ſweeteſt Concord, an Eternal 
Agreement in Tempers and Inclinations. There are no envious Compariſons ; for 
Love that affe&ively transforms one..into another, cauſes the Glory of every Saint. 
to redound to the Joy of all. Every one takes his ſhare in the Felicity of all, and 
adds to it. Such is the power of that Celeſtial- Fire wherein they all burn, that it 
melts and mixes Souls in ſuch an entire Union, that by Complacence and an inti- 
mate Joy, the Bleſſedneſs of all is, as it were, proper to every one; as if every one, 
were plac'd in the Hearts of all, and all in the Heart of every one. If in the Church 
of the firſt-born Chriſtians, in the earthly Fers/alem,, the Band of Charity was, fo 
ſtrict, that *tis ſaid, the Multitude of Believers. were of ,.one Heart, and one Soul ; How 
much more intimate and inſeparable is:the, Union of the Saints in Jeruſalem above, 
where every one loves another as himſelf? 'Tis 
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ANTS od parc prntren———_— ——_— , is ; 
10 | Tis recorded of Alexander, that entring with Hepheſtion his Favourite, into the 
- "+ ., Pavilion of Darixs's Mother, then his Priſoner, ſhe bowed to the Favourite, as ha- 
hy ES ving a greater appearance of Majeſty, thinking him to be Alexander ; but adviſed of 
- ww err4/ti, her Error, ſhe humbly begg'd his Pardon, to whom the generous King reply'd, You 
: Yrrng > ar did not err, Mother, for this is alſo Alexander. Such was their Aﬀection, that who- 
" Curt. 1. 3, Ever was taken of them, the other was taken in him ; the leſs aſcending in the great- 
er, Without degrading the greater in the leſs. This is a Copy of the holy Love of 
the Bleſſed ; but with the ſame difference, as between the Deſcription of a Star with 
a Coal, and its Beauty in its proper Aſpe&. And where all is Love, all 15 Delight. 
O how do they enjoy and triumph in the Happineſs of one another 2 With what an 
unimaginable tenderneſs do they embrace? What Reciprocations of Endearments are 
between them ? O their raviſhing Converſation, and ſweet Entercourſe ! for their 
Preſence together in Heaven is not a filent Show. In the Transfiguration , Moſes 
and El;as talkt with Chriſt. With what excellent Diſcourſes do they entertain one 
another ? If David felt ſuch inward Pleaſure from the ſence of God's Favours, that 
he could not reſtrain the expreſſion of it, but invites the Saints, Come and hear, al 
ye that fear the Lord, and I will tell you what he has done for my Soul, Certainly in 
Heaven, the Blefſed with over-flowing Aﬀections recount the Divine Benefits, the 
admirable Method, whereby the Life of Grace was begun, preſerv'd and carried on 
in the midſt of Temptations ; the continual Succeſſion of Mercies in the time of their 
Hopes, and the Conſummation of all in the time of their Enjoyment. How joyful- 
ly do they concur in thew T moron an, to God for the goodneſs of Creation, in 
making them reaſonable Creatures, capable to know, love and enjoy Him, when 
they might have been of the loweſt Order in the whole Sphere of Beings ; for his 
compaſſionate Care and Providence over them in this World. But Oy for 
his Sovereign Mercy in eleting them to be Veſſels of honour ; for his powerful 
Grace, in reſcuing them from the cruel and ignominiqus bondage of Sin ; for his 
moſt free Love, that juſtified them from all their Guilt by the Death of his only Son, 
and glorified them with himſelf. They are never weary in this delightful Exerciſe, 
but continually bleſs him for his Mercy that endures for ever. We may judge by 
the Saints here, when they are in a fit diſpoſition to praiſe God, what Fervours 
they feel in their united Praiſes of him in Heaven. The Pſalmiſt in an Extaſy calls 
to all the parts of the World to joyn with him ; The , Lord reigns, let the Heavens re- 
Joyce, and the Earth be glad ;, let the Sea roar, let the Fields be joyful, and all that 
dwell therein. He defires that Nature ſhould be elevated above it ſelf, that the dead 
parts be inſpir'd with Life, the inſenfible feel motions of Joy, and thoſe that want 
' a Voice, break forth in Praiſes, to adorn the Divine Triumph. With what Life 
and Alacrity will the Saints in their blefled Communion celebrate the Objett of their 
Love and Praiſes? The Seraphims about the Throne cry'd to one another, to expreſs 
their Zeal and Joy,in celebrating his Eternal Purity and Power, and the Glory of his 
Goodneſs. Oh the unſpeakable Pleaſure of this Concert ! when every Soul is har- 
monious, and contributes his Part to the full Mufick of Heaven ! O could we hear 
but ſome Eccho of thoſe Songs wherewith the Heaven of Heavens reſounds, ſome 
remains of thoſe Voices wherewith the Saints above triumph in the Praiſes, in the ſo- 
lemn Adoration of the King of Spirits, how would it inflame our defiresto be joyn'd 
with them > Bleſſed are thoſe that are in thy Houſe, they always praiſe Thee. 
2. The fulneſs of Joy in Heaven is undecaying ; for the cauſes of it are always 
an} 67% thoſe are the Beatifick Objeds reveal'd, and the uninterrupted Contem- 
plation of it. | 
Whilſt we are here below, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, as to our perception and 
ſence, has aſcenſions and declinations, acceſſes and recefſes. And our Earth is not 
ſo purified, but ſome Vapours ariſe that intercept his chearfull refreſhing Light. 
From hence there are alternate ſucceſſions of Spiritual Comforts and Sorrows, of 
Doubts and filial Confidence in the Saints. Tis a rare favour of Heaven, when an 
humble Belieyer in his whole courſe is ſo circumſpe& as not to provoke God to ap- 
pear diſpleaſed againſt him : When a Chriſtian (as thoſe tutelar Angels ſpoken of 
in the Goſpel) always beholds the Face of his Heavenly Father, and converſes with 
bim with an holy Liberty. And what a torment the hiding of God's face is to a de- 
ſerted Soul, only they know who feel it. External troubles are many times attended 
' with more Conſolations to the Spirit, than AMiCtions to Senſe ; but to love God 
with a tranſcendent Aﬀection, and to fear he is our Enemy, no puniſhment exceeds, 
or is equal to it. As his Loving-kindneſs in their eſteem 1s better than Life, ſo h1s 
Diſpleaſure is worſe than Death. How do they wreſtle with God by Fur and 
ears, 


_ _— 
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\ Tears, and off-r as it were, a holy Violence to the King of Heaven, to recover their 
firſt ſerenity of Mind, the loſt Peace of Heart > How paſſionately do they cry out, 
with Job, in the Book of his Patience, ( Job 29. 2, 3, 4. ) O that 1 were as in months 
paſt, as in the days when God preſerved me + when his Candle ſhin d npon my Head, and 
when by his Light I walk'd through darkneſs : As I was in the days of my.youth, when the 
Secret of God was upon my Tabernacle. And ſometimes God delayes the revealing him- 
ſelf even'to his deareſt Children ; not that he does not ſee their Neceſlities, and. hear. 
their Prayers, or 1s ſo hard that till their Extremities he is not. moved with Compa(ſ- 
ſion, but for wiſe and holy Reaſons; Either that they may not return to. Folly, it by., 
any preſumptuousSin they forfeited their Peace ; or it they have been carefulto pleaſe. 
him, yet he may deprive them of Spiritual Comforts for a time, to keep. them hum- 
ble, and that with an obedient reſignation to his Sovereign Pleaſure:they-may, wait . 
for his reviving Preſence. And then Joy returns greater than before. , For thus:God. 
uſually renders with intereſt what he ſuſpended only for trial. But the Saints above 
are for ever enlightned with the vital ſplendor and dear regards of his -Countenance, 


always enjoy his beamy ſnules. A continual effuſion of Glory illuſtrates Heaven-and: 
_ all its bleſſed Inhabitants. | er Ii ied” 
| And their Contemplation of God is fixed. If the Objet, though !extraordjnary 
glorious, were tranſient, or the Eye ſo weak that it could only fee it; but by glances, 
the heighth of Joy would not be perpetual. But the Mind is prepard.with fuperna- 
tural vigour, to ſce the brightneſs of God's Face, and by the moſt attentive Applica-- 
tion always converſes with that bleſſed Obje&, fo that the Joy of Heaven is never,in- 
termitted for a moment. They always ſee, and love, and rejayce, and praife him. 
'Tis poſſible a carnal Suſpition may ariſe in ſome, as if the uniform perpetual Yiſi- 
on of the ſame Glory might loſe its perfe& delightfulneſs. For thoſe who ſeek for 
Happineſs in the vanity of the Creatures, are always defirous of Change, and:bave 
their Judgments ſo corrupted, that while they languiſh with a ſecret defire after,an 
unchangeable Good, yet they conceive no Good as deſirable, that. is not changed... 
But to corre& this groſs Errour of Fancy, let us a little enquire-into -the Cauſes, of 
Diſfatisfa&ion, that make the conſtant fruition of the ſame thing here to be tedious. 
x. Senſible things are of ſuch a limited*Goodneſs,- that not. any. of them/tan ſap = 
ply all our preſent wants, ſo that 'tis neceſſary to leave one for another.” And. the 
moſt of them are Remedies of our diſeaſed. Appetites, and if not temperately uſed, 
are deſtructive Evils. Eating and Drinking are to extinguſh Hunger and Thirſt, but 
continued beyond juſt meaſure become nauſeous. Beſides, the Inſufficiency of their 
Objets, the Senſes themſelves cannot be ſatisfied all at once. The Ear cannot attend 
to delightful Sounds, and the Eye be intent on beautiful Colours at the ſame time : 
the SatisfaQion of one Senſe deteats another of enjoying/its proper good; therefore 
the ſame Obje& is not conſtantly pleaſant, but the Heart is diſtemper'd from as many 
Cauſes, as there are Deſires unaccompliſh'd. Add further, all things 1under the Sun 
afford only a ſuperficial Delight, and miſerably deceive the Expedtations raiſed of 
them : and many times there is a mixture of fomeevil in them, that is more: offenſive 
than the good is delightful. The Honey is attended with a Sting, ſo that oftenthoſe * Vite nos 
things we ſigh after through vehement Deſire, when they are obtain'd, we ſigh for | na gong 
arief Now all theſe Cauſes of diſfatisfaQion ceaſe in Heaven; for: * God is. an- int- nat omne 
finite Good, and whatever 1s truly deſirable and precious is in him in; all degrees of confilium,nec 


Perfe&tion. And in his Preſence all the Powers of the Soul are drawn out in their 1? - x brag 
moſt pleaſant exerciſe, and always enjoy their entire Happineſs. , The Fruition of poteſt. Cauſa 
him exceeds our moſt raiſed Hopes, as much as he is more glorious-in Himſelf than "2m ®; 


; © . ® od 
in any borrowed Repreſentations. God will be to us 'incomparably above what we -encoincngh yo 


car asþ or think, The Compaſs of our thoughts, the Depth of our delires are imper- !»9 bon 


fe& Meaſures of his PerfeQtions. And as he is a Pure Good in Himſelf, fo he is pre- ——— 


valent over all Evil. *Tis evident therefore, that nothing can allay the Joys of Saints vbineceſſe eſt 


. fiſtat nobi 
when they are in God's Preſence. "A 


2. Novelty is not requiſite to ingratiate every Goad,. and make it perfe&ly delight- ftra, quiaulera 
ful. * God 1s infinitely happy, to whom no Good was ever new.  'Tis indeed the Em td 
Sauce that gives a delicious taſte to inferiour Things. For Men reliſh only what is «. 74. 
eminent, and the good things of this World are fo truly mean, that they are fain to , E! » wer 
borrow a ſhew of Greatneſs by compariſon with a- worſe eſtate preceding. But an %r3 nog 
infinite Good produces always the ſame pure equal compleat Joy, becauſe it ariſes 5" is«: 
from its intrinſick perfe&ion, that wants no Foil tocommend it. The Pſalmiſt breaks 2 Sic 
forth, Whom have I in Heaven but Thee ? This is no vaniſhing Rapture, but a conſtapt «ra» xalgee 
joyful height of Aﬀeftion. God the effential Happineſs of the Saints, is always per- iv; Arift 


fettly lovely and delightful to them, Gggee - 3. The WES 
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3. The glorified Saints in every period of their happy State, have as lively a per- 
ception of it as in the beginning. "To make this evident, we muſt conſider that the 
pleaſure of Novelty ſprings from a quick ſenſe of the oppoſite terms, between our 
condition in the want of ſome deſired Good, and after our obtaining 1t. Now the 
Mind is more intenſe on the advantage, and more ſtrongly affected at firſt, One new- 


ly freed from the torments of a ſharp Diſeaſe, feels a greater pleaſure than from a 


conſtant tenour of Health. Thoſe who are rais'd from a low State to eminent Dig- 
nity, are tranſported with their firſt change ; but in tra& of time the remembrance 
of their mean condition is ſo weakned and ſpent, that 'tis like the ſhadow of a Dream, 
and proportionably their Joy 1s leflened. Honours, like Perfumes, by cuſtom are 
lefs ſenfible to thoſe that carry them. But the Saints above always conſider and feel 
the-excellent difference between their ſuffering and trinmphant State. They never 
loſe that raviſhing part of Felicity, the vivid ſence of paſt Evils. Their reflections 


are always as ſtrong on the Miſery from whence they were rais'd to the pitch of Hap- 
pinels, as in their firſt glorious Tranſlation. In what an Extaſy of wonder and plea- 
ſure will they be,. from the freſh memory of what they were, and the = jag ſence 


of what they are ? I was ( ſays the admiring Soul ) poor, blind, and naked ;, but O 
miraculous and happy Alteration ! I am full of Light, enrich'd with the Treaſures of 
Heaven, adorn'd with divine Glory, I was under the tyrannous power of Satan, byf 
he is bruiſed under my feet. T was ſentenc'd to an everlaſting Separation from thePre- 
ſence of God, my only Life and Joy ; but now am poſleſt of my ſupream Good. O 
how - tranſporting 1s the compariſon of theſe wide and contrary Extreams 2 How 
beautiful and pleaſant is the Day of Eternity, after ſuch a dark tempeſtuous Night ? 
How does the remembrance of ſuch Evils produce a more lively feeling Fruition of 
ſuch Happineſs > How ſtrangely and mightily does Salvation with Eternal Glory af- 
fe# the Soul 2 This gives a ſpritely accent to their everlaſting Halelujahs. This pre- 
ferves an affectionate heat in their Thankſgivings to their Victorious Deliverer. And 


thus their Happineſs is always the ſame, and always new. Their Pleaſure is con- 
tinued- in its' perfeCtion. 


- 


 Laftly. The Blefledneſs of the Saints is without end, This makes Heaven to be it 
felf; | There is no fatiety of the preſent, no ſollicitude for the future. Were there 
a_poſibility, or the leaſt ſuſpicion of loſing that happy State, it would caſt an aſper- 
lion of bitterneſs upon all their Delights: they could not enjoy one moments a wt 
but the more excellent their Happineſs is, the more ſtinging would their fear be of 
parting with it. But the Inheritance reſerved in Heaven, is immortal, undefiled, and 
fades not away. And the tenure of their Poſſeſſion is infinitely firm by the Divine 
Power, the true Support of their everlaſting Duration. With God is the Fountain f 
Life. They enjoy a better Immorality, than the Tree of Life could have preſerv' 
in Adam. The Revolutions of the Heavens, and Ages, are under their Feet, and 
cannot in the leaſt alter or determine their Happineſs. After the paſſing of millions of 


Years, ſtill an entire Eternity remains of their enjoying God. O moſt deſirable State! 


where Blefſedneſs and Eternity are inſeparably united. O joyful Harmony ! when 
the full Chorus of Heaven ſhall ſing, This God is our God for ever and ever. This adds 
an infinite weight of their Glory. This redoubles their unſpeakable Joys with inft- 
nite ſweetneſs and ſecurity. They repoſe themſelves in the compleat fruition af 
their Happineſs. God reigns in the Saints, and they live in him for ever. 


_ > From what has been diſcourſed we ſhould, 


T7. Conſider the woful Folly of Men in refuſing ſuch an Happineſs, that by the ad- 
mirable Favour of God is offer'd to their Choice. Can there be an ExpeCtation, or 
Defire, or Capacity in Man of enjoying an Happineſs beyond what is Infinite and 
Eternal ? O blind and wretched World! fo careleſs of everlaſting Felicity. Who can 
behold, without compaſſion and indignation, Men vainly ſeeking for Happineſs 


where 'tis not to be found, and after innumerable diſappointments fly to an Impoſlt- | 


bility, and negle@ their ſovereign and final Blefſedneſs 2 Aſtoniſhing Madneſs! that 
God and Heaven ſhould be diſpiſed in compariſon of painted Trifles. This adds the 


greateſt Contumely to their Impiety. What powerful Charm obſtruds their true 


judging of things? What Spirit of Errour poſſeſſes them? Alas, Eternal things are 
ww ! .not of conſpicuous moment, and therefore in the carnal Ballance are eſteem- 
ed light, againſt temporal things preſent to the Senſe. 1#t does not appear what we ſhall 
be: The Vail of the viſible Heavens covers the Sanctuary, where JESUS our High- 


Prieſt is entred, and ſtops the enquiring Eye. 
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But have we not ailurance by the moſt infallible Principles of Faith, that the Son 
of God came down from Heaven to Jive with us, and dy for us, and that he roſe 
again to confirm our Belicf in his cxceeding great and precious Promiſes concerning this 
Happineſs in the future State ?*' And do not the moſt evident Principles of Reaſon 
and univerſal Experience prove, that this World cannot afford true Happineſs to us ? 
How wretchedly do we forteit the Prerogative of the reaſonable Nature, by negle&- | i 
ing our laſt and blefled End ? If the Mind be darkned, that it does not ſee the ami- 
able Excellencies of God, and the Will ſo depraved that it does not feel their raviſh- 
ing Power ; Man ceaſcs to be a Man, and becomes like the Beaſts that Periſh. As 
a blind Eye 1s no longer an Eye, being abſolutely uſeleſs to that end for which it 
was made. And though in this preſent ſtate Men are ſtupid and unconcern'd, yet 
hereafter their Miſery, will awaken them, to diſcover what 1s that Supream Good 
wherein their Perfe&ion and Felicity conſiſts. When their folly ſhall be expoſed be-: 
fore God, Angels, and Saints, 'in what extream Confafion will they appeir before - 
that glorions 'and immenſe Theatre? Our Saviour told the unbelieving fews, There 
ſhall be weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth, when ze ſhall ſee Abraham, ' and Iſaac, ' and Jacob, 
and. all the Prophets in the, Kingdom of God; and you your ſelves turn'd out. They 
ſhall be tortur'd with. the defire- of Happineſs without poſſible ſatisfation. "Tis moſt 
juſt that thoſe who err without excuſe, ſhould repent without remedy. _ 
2, Let us be excited ſeriouſly to apply our ſelves in the uſe of effetual means for 
the obtaining this Happineſs. Indeed the original. Cauſe of it; '1s the pure rich Mer- 
cy of God; the meritorious, is the moſt. precious Obedience vf our Saviour, þ 
whom we obtain plenteous Redemption. His Abaſement is the cauſe of our Exaltation. 
The wounds he received in his Body the Chara&ers of Ighominy, and Footſteps of* 
Death, are the:Fountains of our Glory. . Eternal Lift is the Gift of God through ld 
Chriſt our Lord. But the Goſpel declares ; That without Holineſs n0 Man ſhall ſee God. 
An holy change of our Natures, perſeverance inthe Courſe of univerſal Obedience, 
are indiſpenſibly requifite in order to our obtaining Heaven. Thoſe who by patient 
continuance in well-doing, ſeek for Glory, Honour,” and Immortality, ſhall partake of Eter- 
il Life. Now were there no other Reaſon of this Conſtitution, but the ſovereign' 
Will of God, it were ſufficient. . But the Foundation of it is laid in'the nature of the' 
Things themſelves. Therefore our Saviour does not ſimply declare, 'that' ati' unre-- 
generate Perſon ſhall not ſee the Kingdom of God,but with the greateſt emphaſis cavnot, 
to ſignify an abſolute: impoſlibility of it. Befides the Legal Bar that excludes unſan- 
ified Perſons from the beatifick viſion of God, there is a moral incapacity. Sup- 
poſe that Juſtice ſhould allow Omnipotence to. tranſlate ſach a Sinner to Heaven, 
would the Place make him happy ? Can two incongruous Natures delight in one ano- 
ther > The Happineſs of Senſe is by an impreſſion of Pleaſure from a ſuitable Obje@ : 
The Happineſs of intelle&ual Beings ariſes from an entire conformity of Diſpoſitions. 2 
So that unleſs God recede from his Holineſs, which is abſolutely impoſſible, or Man 
be purified, and changed into his likeneſs, there can be no ſweet Cornmunion be- 
tween them. Our Saviour aſſigns this Reaſon of the neceſſity of Regeneration in 
order to our admiſſion into Heaven : That which 3s born of the fleſh, is fleſh; and that 
which is born of the ſpirit, is ſpirit. According to the quality of the Principle, ſuch is 
what proceeds from it. The Fleſh is a corrupt Princrple, and ——— the natu-' 
ral Man is wholly carnal in his Propenſions, Operations, and 'End. ' The Diſeaſe is 
turn'd into his Conſtitution. He 1s dead to the Spiritual Life, to the Aﬀions and En- 
joyments that are proper to it ; Nay, there is in him a ſurviving Principle of Enmity 
to that Life : not only a mortal coldneſs to God, but a ſtiff averſion from him, a 
perpetual reſiſtance and impatience of the Divine Preſence, that would diſturb his 
voluptuorus Enjoyments. The Exerciſes of Heaven-would be as the Tormetrits of 
Hell to him, while in the midſt of thoſe pure Joys his inward Inclinatioris vehement- 
ly run into the loweſt Lees of Senſuality. And therefore till this contrariety, fodeep 
and predominant in an unholy Perſon, be removed, 'tis utterly impoſſible he ſhould 
enjoy God, with Satisfa&tion. Holineſs alone prepares Men fot the poſſeſſion of Ce- 
GD Happineſs, that 15 againſt the Corruption, and above the perfe&tion of meer 
ature. | | | m__ : 
Let us then, having ſuch a Jay ſet before us, lay aſide every weight, and the Sin which 
doth ſo eaſily beſet #s, and run with patience the race that 'is ſet before ws, looking to 
ſus, the Author and Fimſber of our Faith, Methinks the fight of worldly Men, ſo 
ative and vigilant to proſecute their low Deſigns, ſhould quicken us to ſeek withthe 
greater diligence and alacrity the Kingdom of Heaven, and the Righteouſneſs thereof. 
4 carnal Wretch urged by the ſting of a brutiſh Defire, with what inipatience does 
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he purſue the pleaſure of Sin,which is but for a ſeaſon £ An Ambitious Perſon, with what 
an intemperate height of Paſſion docs he chafe a Feather ? A Covetous Man, how 
greedily does he proſecute the Advantages of the preſent World that paſſes away, and 
the Luſts thereof ? Ah! how do they upbraid our indifferent Defires, or dull Delays, 
and cold Endeavours, when ſuch ar hieh Prize is ſet before us? Who is'able to con- 
ceive the exceſs of Pleaſure the Soul feels when it firſt enters through the beautiful 
Gate of Paradiſe, and ſecs before it that incomprehenſible Glory, and hears a Voice 
from Him that ſits upon the Throne, Exter into thy Maſter's Foy, for ever to be ha 

with him ? The ſerious belief of this will draw forth all our aftive Powers in'the 
Service of God. The feeding by lively thoughts on this ſupernatural Food, will add 
new vigor and luſtre to our Graces, and make our Vidtory eaſy over the World. If we 
believe indeed that our Bodies ſhall be-fpiritual, and onr Souls divine in their per- 
fe&tions, it will make us reſolute to ſubdue the Rebel Fleſh, and reſcue the captiv'd 


Spirit from all Intanglements of Iniquity. Having the promiſe of ſuch an excelent Re- 
ward, let us always abound in the Work of the Lord. lies c 


.3-. The lively hope of this Bleſſednleſs is powerful to ſupport us under the greateſt 
Troubles can befal us in this.our mortal Condition. Here we are toſt upon the alter-, 


nate waves of Time, but hereafter we ſhall arrive at the Port, the bleſſed Boſom of 


our Saviour, and enjoy a peaceful Calm : and ſo we ſhall ever be with the Lord. Words 
of infinite ſweetneſs ! T his is the Song of -our Proſperity, and Charm of our Adver- 
ſity : We ſhall ever be with the Lord, Well might the Apoſtle add immediately after, 
therefore comfort one another with theſe words, © | 

More particularly. They are a Lenitive to moderate our Sorrows upon the depar- 
ture of our deareſt Friends, whodie in the Lord : for they aſcend from this Valley of 
Tears, to the happy Land of the Living. What Father is ſo deſerted of Reaſon, as 
to bear impaticntly the parting with his Son, that goes over a narrow part of the 
Sea, to a rich and pleaſant Country, and receives the inveſtiture and peaceable poſ- 
ſcſlion of a Kingdom 2? Nay,. by how much the ſtronger his Love is, ſo much the 
more tranſporting is his Joy : eſpecially if he expects ſhortly to be with him, to ſee 
him on the Throne, in the ſtate of a King, and to partake of his Happineſs. If then 
it be impoſible to Nature to be grieved at the felicity of one that is loved ; accord- _ 
ing to what Principle of Nature or Faith do Believers ſo uncomfortably lament the 
Death of Friends, of whom they have aſſurance that after their leaving our Earth, 
they enter into an everlaſting Kingdom,to receive a Crown of Glory from Chriſt him- 
ſelf > Our Saviour tells the Diſciples, 1F ye loved me, ye wonld rejoyce, becauſe I ſaid T 
go to my Father , to ſit down at his Right-hand in Majeſty. A pure AﬀeRtion diret- 
ly terminates in the happineſs and exaltation of the Perſon that is loved. I am not 
ſpeaking - againſt the exerciſe of tender Aﬀettions on the loſs of our dear Friends 5 
and the penſive feeling of God's Hand-in it z which is a natural and neceſſary Duty. 
There is a great difference between Stupidity and.Patience : but violent Paſſion, or 
unremitting Sorrow, is moſt unbecoming the ne Hope aſſur'd to us in the'Goſpel. 

Chryſoſtom treating of this Argument, and refle&ing upon the ciftom of thoſe Times, 
wherein at Funeral Solemanities a train of Mourning Women attended the Corps, 


(raring thei Hair and Face, and crying out with all the Exprefſions of deſperate Sor- 
row,. breaks forth, Ah Chriſtian Faith and Religion ! that was triumphant over thine 


Enemies in ſo many Battles and Vittories by the Blood and Death of the Martyrs, how 
art thou contradifed by the praftice of _ who profeſs thee in words? Is this not to be 
JSorrowful gs thoſe that have no hope £ Are theſe the affeFions, the expreſſions of one that be- 
lieves the bleſſedneſs of Immortal Life £ What will the Heathens ſay * How will they be 3n- 
auc'd to believe the Pronnſes of Chriſt to hjs Servants of a glorious Kingdom, when thoſe 


who are ſo its title, behave themſelves as if they hadl no ftedfaſt Faith in them 2 


4. The hopes of this bleſſed State, 1s able to free us from the fear of Death. This 
laſt Enemy gives a -hot \Alarm to Mankind, both as it deprives them of all that is 
pleaſant here, and for the terrible Conſequences that attend it. To the Eye of Senſe 
a dead Body 15a ſpeCtacle of fearful Appearance. He that a little before heard, an 

diſcours'd, and with a chearful Air convers'd and enjoy'd the World, now is dead, 
and all his Senſcs in him : the Eyes are dead to light, and the Ears to ſounds, the 
Tongue to. words, the Heart to feel any affcCtions, and the Countenance to diſco- 
ver them : nothing remains but filence, horrour, and corruption. Beſides, after Death 
comes Judgment, and a State of unrelenting Torments to the Wicked. But a true Be- 
liever that has been obedient to his Saviour, ſees things by another Light than that 
of Senſe, and has: living hopes in his dying Agonies. He knows that Death to the 
Saints is but a ſleep ;- and. while the Body reſts in the Grave, the Sonl is as it were 
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all Act, continually exerciſing its moſt noble Faculties on the beſt Obje&s. Doesthe 
Soul {Icep in that all-enlightned World, that ſees with open Face the infinite Beaut 
of God ? that hears and bears a part in the Hymns of the Angels/andSaints encir- 
cling his Throne ? that drinks of the Rivers of Pleaſure that flow from” his Preſence? 
that freely and joyfully converſes with all the Celeſtial Courtiers, the Princes of that 
Kingdom, the Favourites of God ? 'Then it truly lives. [This reconciles Death to 
a Chriſtian, who has nothing more in his Wiſhes than tobe with Chriſt, and knows 
that Diſeaſes and Pains, the fore-runners of it, are but as breaking down the Walls 
of this earthly dark Prifon, that the Soul may take its flight to the happy Region 
and for ever enjoy the Liberty of the Sons of God. And for his Body, hat hat 
be re-united to the Soul in-Glory. . Methinks God ſpeaks to a dying Believer, © as he 
did to Jacob, when he was to deſcend to Egypt ; Fear not to go dowg into the Qrave,'' 
will go down with thee, and | will bring thee up again. The ſame Almighty Voice that 
gave being to the World, ſhall awake thoſe who ſleep 'in'the DuSt,' and reformvthen 
according to the Example of Chriſt's glorified Body. -O how ſhould we long far tha 
trrumphant Day ! and with moſt ardent Aſpirings pray,” Thy Kingdom come wn'its fl 
power and glory ? 4 Fee eo T4 


Shall now come to ſpeak of the Mournful Subje&, the Cauſe of my Appt ring 
Here at this time, the Deceaſed, Reverend and Excellent Divine;'Dr. Thowas 
Mazxton : A Name.worthy of precious and eternal- Memory. And I ſhall conſider 
him, both in the quality of his Office, as he was an-Embaſſador of Chriſt,  declafing 

his Mind, and repreſenting his Authority, and inthe holineſs of his Perſon, ſhewing 
forth the Graces and Virtues of his Divine Maſter. 2 Tie, CR OOO 
God had furniſh'd him with a rare union of thoſe parts that are requiſite to formi 
an excellent Miniſter of his Word. - A clear Judgment, rich Fancy, wn 4p ere 
_ happy Elocution met in him, and were excellently improved by his diligent 
The Preaching of the Word is the principle part of the Miniſter's Duty, moſt ef: 
fential to his Calling, and moſt neceſſary to the Church, |. For this end chiefly, the 
ſeveral Orders in the Miniſterial Office were inſtituted, (Epheſ. 4. ) and nponour 'Sa- 
 viour's triumphant aſcent and reception into Heaven, ' an abundant effuſfon of the 
Spirit in Graces and Abilities deſcended upon Men.. Now in the performing this 
Work, he was of that conſpicuous Eminence, that none could 'detradt from him, but 
from ignorance of envy, IN Mio nor Hits DOD .50 
He was endowed with extraordinary knowledge in the Scriptures, thoſe MO | 
cles from whence all Spiritual Light is derived : And in his Preaching; gave fiich a 
perſpicuous account of the order and dependence of Divine- Truths; and with that 
Felicity applied the Scriptures to confirm-them, that every Subjett by his manage- 
ment was cultivated and improved. His Diſcourſes were ſo clear and convincing, 
that none without offering voluntary violence to Conſcience, could refiſt their Evi- 
dence. And from hence oy were effequal not only to inſpire a ſudden Flame, 'and 
raiſe a ſhort Commotion in the AﬀeCtions, but to make a laſting Change in the Life; 
- For in the humane Soul ſuch is the compoſition of its Faculties, that till the Unders 
ſtanding be reCtified in its'Apprehenſions and Eſtimations, the Will is'never induc'd 
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to make an intire firm: Choice of what is neceſſary for the obtaining perfe&t 


- 


neſs. A ſincere perſevering Converſion is effetted by weighty Reaſons, that 


0 _ 4 
F] - th . , 1 


His Do&rine was uncorrupt and pure, the Truth according ts Goodneſs. 'He was fat 
from a guilty vile intention, to proſtitute that ſacred Ordinance for the acquiring 
any private ſecular Advantage. Neither did he entertain his Hearers with imperti- 
nent Subtilties, empty Notions, intricate Diſputes, dry and barren without produ- 
ive Virtue : But as one that always had before his Eyes the great Erid of the Mini- 
ſtry, the Glory of God, aid the Salvation of Men, Is Sermons were diretted to 
open their Eyes, that they might ſee their wretched condition as Sinners, to haſten 
their flight from the Wrath to'\come, to make them humbly, thankfully and entirely re- 
ceive Chriſt, as their Prince, and all-ſufficient Saviour. And to build up the Convetted 
in their moſt holy Faith, and more excellent Love, that is the fulfing of the Law: It 
ſhort, to make true Chriſtians eminent in Knowledge and Univerſal Obedience. ' _. 

As the Matter of his Sermons was deſigned for the good of Souls ; fo his way of 
expreſſion was proper to that end. Words are the Vehicle of the Heavenly Light: 
As the Divine Wiſdom was incarnate to reveal the Eternal Counſels of Ge to; the 
World ; ſo Spiritual Wiſdom in the Mirid, muſt be clothed with words, to oy —bi 
Pn, centible 
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ſenfible to others. And in this he had a ſingular Talent. His Stile was not exqui- 
litely ſtudied, not conſiſting of harmonious Periods, but far diſtant from vulgar 
Meannefs; ' His Expreſſion was natural and free, clear and eloquent, . quick and pow- 
erful, without any ſpice of folly, and always ſuitable to the Simplicity and Majeſty 
of Divine Truths. His Sermons afforded ſubſtantial Food with Delight, ſo that a 
faſtidions Mind could. not difreliſm them. He abhorr'd a vain oftentation of Wit, 
in -handling Sacred things ; ſo venerable and grave, and of eternal Conſequence. 
Indeed, what is more unbecoming a Miniſter of Chriſt, than to waſte the Spirits of 
his Brain, as-a Spider does his Bowels, to ſpin a Web only to catch Flies ? to get vain 
applauſe by fooliſh pleaſing the ignorant. And what cruelty is it to the Souls of 

Sue. Men ? 'Tis recorded as an inſtance of Nero's ſavage Temper, that in a —_ Fa- 
mine, when many-periſh'd by Hunger, he ordered a Ship ſhould come trom Egypt 

(the Granary of Italy } laden with Sand for the uſe of Wreſtlers. In ſuch extrenfity 

to provide only for Delight, that there might be SpeQacles on the Theatre, when 

the City of Reme was a ſpetacle of ſuch Miſery, as to melt the Heart of any but a 

Nero, was moſt-barbarous Cruelty. But *tis cruelty of an heavier imputation, for a 
Miniſter to prepare his Sermons to pleaſe the fooliſh curioſity of Fancy with flaſhy 
Conceits ; nay, ſuch light Vanities, that would ſcarce be endured in a Scene, whules 

hungry Souls languiſh for want of (@l:d Nouriſhment. Fe! 

_ . His fervour ad carneſtneſs in Preaching was ſuch, as might ſoften and make pli- 
$; ſudare ajj- ant the moſt ſtubborn, obdurate Spirits. - I am not ſpeaking of one whoſe Talent 
ter non potes, Was Only in Voice, that labours in the Pulpit as if the end of Preaching were for the 
etalivd. «exerciſe of the Body, and not for the profit of Souls : But this Mar of God was in- 
flam'd with an Holy Zeal, and from thence ſuch ardent Expreſſions broke forth, as 
were capable toprocure attention and conſent in his Hearers. - He ſpake as one that 
had a-living Faith within him of Divine 'Truths. From this union of Zeal with his 
Knowledge, he was excellently qualified to convince and convert Souls. The ſound 
of words only ſtrikes the Ear, but. the Mind reaſons with the Mind, and the Heart 
ſpeaks to the Heart. FE in; 


His unparallel'd Affiduity. in Preaching, declar'd him very ſenſible of thoſe dear 


and ſtrong Obligations that lie upon Miniſters, to be very diligent in that Bleſſed 
John zr. Work. What a powerful Motive our Saviour urged upon St. Peter ? As thou loveſt 
me, feed my Sheep, feed my Lambs. And can any feed too much, when none can love 


enough ? Can any Pains be ſufficient for the Salvation of Souls, for which the Son 


_ of God did not eſteem his Blood too coſtly a price ? Is not inceſſant unwearied Indu- 
ſtry requilite to advance the Work of Grace in them to perfe&ion ? In this the Work 
of a Miniſter has its peculiar diſadvantage, That whereas an Artificer, how curious 


and difficult ſoever his Work be, yet has this encouragement, That what is begun. 


with Art and Care, he finds in the ſame State wherein 'twas left. A Painter that 
deſigns an exat Piece, draws many Lines, often touches it with his Pencil to give it 
Life and Beauty, and though unfiniſh'd, 'tis not ſpoil'd by his intermiſſion. A Sculp- 
tor that carves a Statue, though his labour be hard from the reſiſtance of the Matter, 
yet his Work remains firm and durable. But the Heart of Man is of a ſtrange tem- 
per, hard as Marble, not eaſily receptive of Heavenly Impreflions ; yet fluid as Wa- 
ter, thoſe Impreſſions are eaſily defac'd in it ; 'tis expos'dto ſo many temptations that 
induce an oblivion of eternal Things, that without frequent excitations to quicken 
and confirm its holy Purpoſes, it grows careleſs, and all the labour is loſt that was 
ſpent on it. This faithful Miniſter abounded ir the Work of the Lord;' and which is 
truly admirable, though ſo frequent in Preaching, yet was always ſuperior toothers, 
and *equal to himſelf. In his laſt time when declining to Death, yet he would not 
leave his beloved Work ; the vigour of his Mind ſupporting the weakneſs of his Bo- 
dy. I remember when oppreſt with an obſtinate Hoarſneſs, a Friend deſiring him to 
ſpare himſelf ; he reje&ed the advice with indignation. 

He was no fomenter of FaQion, but ſtudious of the Publick Tranquility, He 
knew what-a Bleſling Peace is, and wiſely foreſaw the pernicious Conſequences that 
attend Diviſions. By Peace, the bond of mutual Harmony, the weakeſt things are 
prouer and proſper ; but where Diſcord reigns, the ſtrongeſt are near toruin. The 

eavenly Conſent in the Primitive Church, was a principal cauſe of its miraculous 


increaſe -and flouriſhing ; but after Diſſentions prevail'd amongſt Chriſtians, that 


was deſtroy'd in a ſhort time, which was built by the Divine Union and Heroick Pa- 
tience of the Primitive Chriſtians. And the glorious Beginnings that promis'd the 
Reformation of all Exrope, were more obſtructed by the Diſſentions of ſome employ- 
. ed in that Bleſſed Work, than by all the Power and Subtilty, the Arms and AIRS 


i 
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of Rowe it ſclt. How afflictive is the conſideration of our divided Church ? Sweet 
Peacc! whither art thou fled? Bleſted Saviour! who didfſt by thy precicus Blood re- 
concile Heaven and Earth, ſend down thy Spirit to inſpire us with that Wiſdom that 
is pure and peaceable, that thoſe who agree in the ſame Principles of Faith, in the 
ſame ſubſtantial parts of Worſhip, in aſſerting the ſame indiſpenſible neceſſity of Ho- 
lineſs, may receive one another in Love. I am affeCtionately engaged in a Matter 
that ſo nearly touches all thoſe that value the Proteſtant Intereſt. 

Briefly ; Conſider him as a Chriſtian, his Life was anſwerable to his Dodtrine. | 

'Tis applicable to ſome Miniſters, what is obſerved of the Carbuncle ; by its co- 
lour, luſtre, and fiery ſparklings it ſeems to be aGtually a Fire, but it has only the 
name and appearance of it. Thus ſome in the Pulpit ſeem to be all on fire with 
Leal, yct their Hearts are as cold as a Stone, without Holy AﬀeCtions, and their 
Lives are unworthy their Divine Miniſtration. But this Servant of God was like a 
fruitful Tree, that produces in its Branches what it contains in the Root ; his in- 
ward Grace was made viſible in a Converſation becoming the Goſpel of Chrilt. 

His reſolute Contempt of the World ſecur'd him from being wrought on by thoſe 
Motives, that tempt low Spirits from their Duty. He would not raſhly throw him- 
ſelf into Troubles, nor ſprets Conſcientia avoid them. His generous Conſtancy of 
Mind in reſiſting the current of Popular Humour, declar'd his Loyalty to his Divine 
Maſter. His Charity was eminent 1n procuring Supplies for others, when in mean 
Circumſtances himſelf. But he had great experience of God's fatherly Proviſion, to 
which his filial Confidence was correſpondent. | 

His Converſation in his Familily was holy and exemplary, every day inſtruQting 
them from the Scriptures in their Duty. | 
 T ſhall finiſh my CharaGter of him, with obſerving his Humility. He was deeply 
affe&ted with the ſenſe of his Frailties and Unworthineſs. He conſidered the infinite 
Purity of God, the PerfeGtion of his Law the Rule of our Duty, and by: that hum- 
bling Light diſcover'd' his manifold defects. He expreſt his thoughts to me a little 
before his Death ; If che Holy Prophets were under ſtrong impreſſions of fear, upon the 
extraordinary diſcovery of the Divine Preſence, how ſhall we poor Creatures q”_ before 
that Holy and Dread Majeſty ? Iſaiah, after his glorious viſion of God, refle@ing u; 
on himſelf, as not retir'd from tke commerce and corruption of the World, brea 
forth, Wo is me, for 1 am undone ! becauſe I am a Man of unclean TH, = and I dwell in 
the midſt of a People of unclean Lips ;, for mine Eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord of 
Hoſts. 'Tis infinitely terrible to appear before God the Judge of all, without the pro- 
tetion of the Blood of Sprinkling, that ſpeaks better things than the Blood of Abel. This 
alone reliev'd him, and ſupported his Hopes. Though his Labours were abundant, 
yet he knew that the Work of God, paſſing through our Hands, is ſo blemiſh'd, that 
without an appeal to pardoning Mercy and Grace, we .cannot ſtand in Judgment. 
"This was the Subje& of his laſt publick Sermon. 


He languiſh'd many Months, but preſuming he ſhould be too ſtrong for his Infir- 
mity, negle&ted it, till at laſt it became inſuperable and mortal. Many pathetical 
Ageravations heighten our great and dear Loſs ; That ſuch a faithful Miniſter of 
Chriſt ſhould be taken away, whoſe Preaching was ſo powerful to repair the woful 
Ruins of Godlineſs and Virtue in a degenerate Age : Whoſe prudent pacifick Spirit 
rendred him ſo uſeful in theſe Divided Times, when Profeſſors of the ſame Religion 
are alienated from one another, as if they had been baptized with the Waters of 
Strife : That before our Tears were dried up for the loſs of other worthy Miniſters, 
the Fountain of Sorrow ſhould be opened again by this afflicting ſtroke. But it be- 
- comes us'to'receive the Diſpenſations of Heaven with humble and quiet ſubmiſſion 

to refle&t upon our Sins with an holy Grief, that provoke God to remove ſuch an 
excellent Inſtrument of his Glory. from us. Let ws pray to the Lord of the Heroeft, 
that he will ſend forth Faithful Labourers into it. O that ſurviving Miniſters might 
be animated with a Zeal more pure and fervent in their Divine Work! And that 
People would be wiſe, while a price is put into their Hands, to improve it for their 
eternal Advantage. The negle&ed Goſpel will at laſt be a terrible Witneſs againſt 
the Diſobcdient, to juſtify and aggravate their Condemnation, 
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To the Right Honourable 


ELIZABETH 


Counteſs Dowager of Exeter. 
Madam, 


Preſent a Sermon to your view, that drew forth your Tears in the Hearing, and 3s like 
to be a revival of your Sorrow in Reading ;, but I could not without Indecence decline 
the inſcribing it to your Name. "Tis deſign'd to the precious Memory of one, whoſe 
-. Piety and Prudence had render d moſt worthily and affeFionately reſheF#ed by you : 
| One who for Forty Years faithfully ſerved you in the Aﬀairs of your Soul, and in that lo» 

ﬀ ce there was a continual Circulation of f itanks on your Part, and Obſervance on his. LT 


is Preſence and Counſel, and Example in your Family was an excellent Bleſſing and dearly 


' prized by you, ſo in proportion your-affiiting Orief riſes for the loſs of him. But yau ave 


# to be comtent with the Dine of al : And our Graciows Gad by withdrawing 
pl: ate Comarts, calls you to mors iMtf1mate and Hegyenly Communion with _— 
 F#night here taky 4 juſt 45 up it ſpeak of your eminent Virtues, and of your ſerious Re- 
lifdon that crowns the veft : For then Praiſe-worthy Excellencies may be duely and ſifel 
repreſented, when he that Commends is not in as of falling into Flattery, and the 
Perſon commended is not in danger of being ſwell d with Pride : And ſuch is your excellent 
and conſpicuous Goodneſs, that it reflets a Lufirg upey your Nobility, and 5s above Verbal 
Encomiums ; and your rare Humility moſt relucent amongſt your other ſhining Graces. 
But 'tis needleſs to illuſtrate that Worth that is ſo viſtble toall, _ _ : 

I ſhall off y obſerug, that as you have been fd happy as to find WYKConl the trye'Spiritual 
Wiſdom tht dire#s vs to our Laſt and Bleſſed yy the Wiſgom that excels Rubies, 
and by \an" incomparable Compariſon all the admired Things in the World : So the promiſed 
Reward of Wiſdone has been your Portion : Length of Days are in her right Hand, and 


in her left Hand Wiſdom and Honour. | You are: vow cnn to Dd Age, and are apt to 
"_—_— (ſuch is your zealous Piety ) that, your Strength being ſpent, you are uſeleſs, and 
with Impatience deſere a Diſmilſz ome hence. But as a Servgys. that ſlang ard waits 
#pon his £« © -b5 > ons Pr, (04 gt; Pl. induſtriptþ tri bis Buſe- 
eſs To <a bu Yu Aicet hegil 2: 9G | i jLird,. ts hegball eall:you to the 
Bee tate Above, you as truly Peaſe and glorifie him, as when your ative powers were 
fre LY ys you wu about — good. 4h ot Bens 
encouraged, roo am, xith nnfaintmo\Perſeprence to expe the fin ard : 
For your' Salvation 1s nearer rhe 4 I W ved. Let the Love of Chrift al- 
ways reign in-your Heart, and the Crown of Glory be always in your Eye, that you may finiſ 
your courſe with joy. Theſe are the moſt unfeigned Deſires of him who is, | 
oeTeTolllesi | ; | 


Tour very humble and faithful Servant, 


William Bates. 


: - of , G 
4 % # « \ & . 
ed % 6 ” Av » [1 
'Y j 1 4 I o F4 : 1 i FY F. $ 
” wt , ” . 


St. John 


ur 3 Res” 2) 250 CAN EL Wd tina Me tbce%; Ditce,” Setad, 2" 1h NY _ $6, - (0.16 _ w 3 
RE Re OA oe ne RF ood tg I rake oats AE: a1 Sata. 
i me 8 Fo, YI FF. WR 1 RE, he > EE dE Ia COR WIN ea REG 
, * 
= i » 


Dr. I homas Jacomd's Funeral Sermon. 


: INE 


St. JOHN xii. 26. 


If any Man ſerve me, let him follow me ; and where I am, there ſhall alſo my Ser- 
want be : If any Man ſerve me, him will my Father honour. 


-F it ſo pleaſed the whe and ſoveraign Diſpoſer of all Things, how much rather 
would I be an attentive Hearer of that bleſſed Servant of God who is now above, 
than preach his Funeral Sermon at this Time. That my fad Voice ſhould be re- 
ſerved for this mournful Service, is both contrary to my Deſire and Expe&ati- 

on. O frail and faithleſs Life of Man ! Who would have thought that Dr. Jacomb, 

whoſe natural vigour and firm Complexion promiſed a longer- continuance here: 
ſhould. have a period put to his Days, and that I ſhould ſurvive, whoſe Life has 
been preſerved for many Years like the weak light of a Lamp in the open Air ? but 
he has finiſn'd his Work, and was more fit for Heaven : The laſt Lord's Day he en- 
tred into everlaſting Reſt: And IT with you are ſtill upon the Earth, that we may 
make a better Preparation for the Divine Preſence in Heaven, and that Holy Afſem- 
bly that ſerves him who fits upon the Throne- without Imperfe&ion or Intermiſſion 
for ever. In order to this end, I have choſen the preſent Subje& of my Diſcourſe, 

In the Verſe our Saviour gives a moſt important Command 'and indiſpenſably ob- 
ligatory to all Chriſtians ; If any Man ſerves me, let him follow wie : Tf he affuimes the 

Title, and enters into the ſacred Engagement of being my Servant, let' his*Carriage 

be anſwerable to his Condition, let him follow the Divine Example I have ſet be- 

fore him. And fince the way is narrow and be-ſet with Thorns, our 'Coeleſtial Lea- 
der who by the Croſs aſcended to the Throne, affures'us of a bleſſed Retribution 
that ſhall infinitely out-weigh all the numerous and heavy Troubles to which we are 
expos'd in his Service:; all our grievous Sufferings ſhall end'in Eternal Joys : Where 

T am, there ſhall my Servant be : And he is at God's right Hand, where there'3s fulneſs of 

Joy, and Rivers of Pleaſure for ever.” And all the Clouds of Diſerace and Contempt  - 

that darkenivur preſent State, ſhall be diſpell'd and overcome by unfading Glory :; 

IF any Man ſerve me, him will my Father honour. Fi, RA or ior gy. 

oy and Glory are the bright Sum of Heaven : The compleat Felicity that a ſted- 
faſt Faith in our Saviour's Promiſes, oppoſes to the greateſt Evils, all the Tgnominy 
and Reproaches, all the Pains and- Miſeries that can affli& Life, or imbitter-Death : 

The tively hope of it inſpires his Servants with an invincible'Conrage and Patience 


to ſuſtain what ever Evils for his Sake. 


T ſhall confine my Diſcourſe to the laſt part of the Verſe ; If chy Man ſerve me, 
him will my Father honour + Having upon thelike occaſion treated of the Joy that ſhall 
recompence all the Sorrows and Labours of the Saints. : AL FEET 


v » 


The Propoſition I ſhall inſiſt on is this : God will crown the Fidelity and Conftanty 
of Chriſt's Servants with the higheſt Honour. f OE BOA 87 OT ME TE. 


EE 


| In the managing of the Point, I will conſider, - 


| Firſt, What the Service of Chriſt implies. 

| Secondly, Upon what accounts 'tis due to him. 
Thirdly, The final Reward that ſhall certainly attend it. - 
Laſtly, Bring it home to our own Boſoms by Application, 


 Firſs, What the Service of Chriſt implies. Inthe |: mary Notion, to ſerve Chriſt, 
implies Obedience to his Will as the Rule of our Actions, with aims at his Glory as - 
the End of them. His Will revealed in the Scriptures is a Rule eminently and ex- 

, Cclufively. Eminently, for it has all the Perfe&tions of a Rule: Tis clear and com- 
pleat, ſufficient #5 2zake ws wiſe to Salvation, and to dire us: in the my ti, 
Tis called the holy, acceptable, and perfe# Will of God. 'Tis a Rule Excufively. | 
ſpeak ſtritly, no Creature can be a Rule to another ; for they are all in an-oqu 
Line of Subjeftion to the Creator : One may be a Guide or Governour to anothe 
according to the Rule of God's Word. The Laws of Men cannot reach and bind 
the Conſcience immediately, but by virtue of God's Command ; nor unlimitedly, 
but as they are conſonant with his Ia = Song a univerſal' reſpe& to the Will 
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of Chriſt, as the Rule of our Lives, 1s truly to ſerve him. And the aiming at- his 
Glory in all our Deſires and Endeavours, either a&ually or habitually, 1s an efſenti- 
al Ingredient in his Service. The at&tual Intention in every performance.is not abſo- 
lutcly neceflary : Many good Aﬀions may proceed from the Influence. of the habi- 
tual Intention : An Arrow that is dire&ed by aim may hit the Mark, tho in its flight 
the Eye be turned off from it. - But the ultimate ſcope of our Life, which ought to 
be often renewed in our Minds, muſt be to pleaſe and glorify Chriſt ; according to 
the Apoſtle's Expreſſion, To we to live is Chriſt, 1 will mbre diſtin&ly open theſe 
Things under the following Heads. < | 

1. The Church is a diſtin& Society from the World, of which Chriſt is the Head; 
and the State of Chriſtianity is a high and holy Calling ;, and all who are brought into . 
it by the outward Miniſtry of the Word, or in Conjun&ion with it, by the internal 
Grace of the Spirit, are obliged to the Faith and Obedience of the Goſpel ; the ſame 
Duties and the ſame Rewards are common to all : And living according to that Spiritu- 
al State in Godlineſs, Righteouſneſs, and Sobriety, is to ſerve Chriſt. Thus the Ado- 
ration, the Honour, the Homage we render to God, the making him the ſole Ob- 
je& of our higheſt Love, an entire relyance on the Mediator for our Salvation, an 
earneſt defire to pleaſe him in all Things, and an equal fear to diſpleaſe him, the ex- 
erciſe of compaſſionate beneficent Charity towards Men ; briefly, a Holy and Hea- 
venly Converſation, 1s the univerſal Duty of Chriſt's Servants. And that our Service 
be accepted, it muſt be performed with Humility, Zeal and Conſtancy. 

With Humility and Dependance upon the Mediator for Divine Grace and Acce 
tance. Every ſpiritual A& requires a Supernatural Power : Not a holy Thought or 
Word ſprings from naked Nature. Our Saviour tells his Diſciples, Without me you 
can do nothing. As the Branches derive Life and aCtive Sap from the Root that makes 
them flouriſhing and fruitful ; ſo from his ſanftifying Spirit, (that was purchaſed by 
his meritorious Sufferings, and is conferr'd by him in his Glory, we are made fruit- 
ful in every good Work : And in the beloved Son we are only accepted. 

+. This general Service due to Chriſt, muſt be done with Zeal. We are commanded 
Ror:. 12- 11. to be fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord ; to work out our own Salvation, as the Apoſtle 
with moſt lively Emphaſis enforces the Duty. Our moſt ardent Aﬀettions and aQtive 
Powers are to be imploy'd in this Work, remembring that out Lives are ſhort and 
_ uncertain : Time flies upon the ſwifteſt Wings : That the Work 1s of infinite and 
everlaſting Conſequence, in compariſon of which our fervent Diligence in worldly 
Afﬀairs, is like the throwing of Straws and Feathers with our utmoſt ſtrength : re- 
membring, that we are always under the pure Eye of our Divine Maſter, that will 
_ call vs to an exaCt Account. To be cold and careleſs in his Service, diſparages his 
Excellency, and will defeat our hopes: The Kingdom of Heaven js taken by violence. 
. With Conſtancy. He delivered ws from the Hands of our Enemies, that we might ſerve 
127 nad bin without Fear, in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs before him all the Days of our Lives. 
\_* Thetravail of Faith continues till heavenly Viſion be brought forth, and the Labour 
of Love till the Reward be obtained. I will not infiſt on this, being to reſume the 
conſideration of it afterwards. | 
2. In the various Conditions of Life in this World, we are to ſerve Chriſt. The 
entire Man is the Obje& of God's tender Care and Providence, and accordingly he 
has wiſely ordered divers Conditions, and ſpecial Callings of Men, wherein they are - 
. engaged, and employed for the Support and Comfort of themſelves, and the publick 
Good. And asina Circle, from every Point of it, a ſtreight Line may be drawn to 
the Centre: ſo in the vaſt Sphere of this World, fromevery lawful Calling there may 
be a dire& proſecution of our laſt and bleſſed End, the Glory of God in conjunfion 
= 6 adbuc vi- ICED Our Salvation. LED a 
korum mate- There is no State of Life ſo low and mean, but a Chriſtian may ſo manage it, as 
oa > _— to excel in Holineſs, and conſequently Honour Chriſt : As *Phidias that famous Sculp 
quodex illa fi> £OT ExPrelS'd his Art to Admiration, not only in Gold, and Marble, and Ivory, but 
eri optimum AN Mcan Materials, in Wood or ordinary Stone. The Apoſtle often inculcates this 
poſlit, > '®* Leſſen,upon Servants, to obey their Maſters with Fidelity and Cheerfulneſs, for ye 


ens Virtu- | 

tem licebit, ſerve the Lord Chriſt 5 Col. 4. 24. Eph. 6. 7. It was to a mortal Man, and if it might 
berg be of a perverſe humour, their Service was immediately addreſs'd ; but if from Con- 
minus, in ex: {Cience of their Duty to Chriſt, and a dire& intention to pleaſe him, they perform- 
His. Queny ed it, that Reſpe& ſweetened and ennobled the Service. "Tis the Spirit and Perfe- 
ps ron Ction of Chriſtianity to transform and elevate the loweſt ACtions : it makes the Ser- 
aliquid exilla Vice Of a Slave to be Divine Obedience, which is the moſt free and noble At of the 
pag, reaſonable Creature, From hence the ſame Apoſtle enforces the Duties of Servants, 
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that they »7ay adorn the Croſpel of God our Saviour ; The faithful Diſcharge of their Tir -. 
Service redoubles the Luſtre of the glorious Goſpel, and recommended it to their 
Pagan Maſters. And 'tis equally true, that in every lawful Condition of Life, wheri 
Men are converſant in the Duties proper to it, with a reſpe& to the Command of ; 
| Chriſt, when their civi] Actions are ultimately reſolved into his Glory, they perform 
Religious Obedience. This is enjoyned in that comprehenſive Precept, Whatſoever 
you do in word or deed, do it in th: Name of the Lord Feſus Chriſt : that is, with -a re- 
ſpe& to his Will, and for his Honour. I ſhall only add that Diligence in 'our civil 
Callings, muſt always be in Subſerviency to the great End of our general Calling, the. 
Salvation of our Souls z to which we are primarily and indiſpenſably obliged. -.The 
Life of a Chriſtian is a walking with God, and the way is in the performance ;of ho- FE 
ly and c1vil Duties. And as Companions in a Journey are together all day, but haye 7 
ſet times of refreſhing themſelves; ſo a Chriſtian in his celeſtial Journey, is to walk 
always before God uprightly, in all temporal Aﬀairs to regard his Preſence, and 
every day at ſet times to draw near to him by Prayer and "Thanſgiving, and to.re- 
Pre his Greatneſs and Glory in ſo ſolemn a manner, that there may be a ſerious 
1abitual Conſtitution of Spirit reſpecting him in all his Aﬀtions. If there be a:neg- * 
le of heavenlz Communion with him, and of our ſpiritual State, and a perpetual 
Conſumption of our Thoughts, Time, and Strength for ſecular Advantages and In- 
tereſts, Men are Slaves of the World, not Servants of Chriſt  . ©* © 
3. The Service of Chriſt is more eminently performed in. ſome ſpecial Offices or- 
dained for the Glory of God and the publick Good. And ſuch are the civil Magi- 
tracy, and the [piritual Miniſtry. 4353.2 


1: Magiſtrates the higheſt and ſubordinate in the Scale of Government, are by de- 
ſignation to their Office to ſerve him, They are called the Miniſters of God, for the good Rom. 14- 
of the People. Princes may be conſidered in a double Capacity, as Chriſtians, and as 
Princes, and in both they are obliged to ſerve Chriſt. As Chriſtians, by art inflexi- 
ble neceſſity, without Priviledge or Diſpenſation they are bound to obey his holy. 
Laws as ſtriQly as every private Perſon ; as Princes, they are ſubje&.to him-not only 
upon the account of his Deity ſimply conſidered, but his Office as Mediator.  ' In-ts 
mortal State he did not_ exerciſe Regal Power, nor appeared with conſpicuous marks 
of Royalty, for it was incongruous to his End : The Redemption of the loſt World 
was to be obtained by Sufferings : But his Supremacy over the World, is a Preroga- 
tive annext to his being Head of the Church, a Title that infinitely tranſcends all An- 

elical, much more Human Principalities. He 3s ftzled. the Fog the Kings of the 
arth. Princes are commanded #o kiſs the Sox, a Token of the Adoration, and Ho- 
mage they owe to him. As Princes, they are to exerciſe their Power and Authority 
to repreſs Wickedneſs, and preſerve the publick Tranquility : For without the re- 
ſtraints of Fear, the moſt ſavage fierce Beaſts would be leſs dangerous than Men to 
Men. They are to encourage Moral Goodneſs, and not only to promote the civil 
Proſperity, but eternal Felicity of their Subje&s. Accordingly the Apoſtle exhorts 
Chriſtians to offer up Prayers and Supplications for Kings, and all in Authority, that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. When Princes are 1n- 
ſpired with Sentiments and Reſolutions, becoming their Lieutenancy to the Lord 
Chriſt, when they goven their Greatneſs, and em os Dr Power in ſubſerviency 
to his Intereſt, when they prote& and encourage all that ſeek the Kingdom of 2 
and the Righteouſneſs thereof, as the clear dire& way that leads'to it, they ſhall obtain 
the brighteſt, richeſt Crowns in the State of Glory : But thoſe who are a Terror to 
the Good, and encourage evil Doers, their mighty aggravated Sins will fink them in- 
to the deepeſt Damnation. nb We —_ NN 
2. "Thoſe who are conſecrated to the Spiritual FunQion of teaching, and govern- 
ing the Church, are in a peculiar manner 'the Servants of Chriſt, not as he is the | 
' Lord of the Earth, but of Heaven ; conſidering the Quality of their work. and the 
End of it : For 'tis wholly converſant about the Souls of Men, to oper their Eyes, and 

| turn then: from Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of Satan to God, that they may 

[ receive forciveneſs of Sins, and inheritance amongſt them which are ſaniified by Faith that. _ 
is in Chriſt : And as 'tis expreſs'd in other Words of Scripture, to #ranſtate then from Col. 1. 12; 

the Kinedowrof Darkneſs, into the Kingdom of his dear gon. © | © + - 

This Relation extends it ſelf from the higheſt Apoſtle to the loweſt in the ſacred 


ol 


Office: St. Par/ frequently ſtiles himſelf the Servant of Chriſt : and by that Title. he Rom. r. 
expreſſes any that are by Office employed for the ſaving of Souls : The Servant of the Phil. x. 

| Lord miſt not ſirive, but be gentle to all Men, apt to teach. As Chriſt is called the Ser- « Tim. «: i 
1 vent of God by way of Eminency, and was anointed to preach the Goſpel 5 (0  <* | 
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are dedicated to that Work, are his Servants in the moſt proper Senſe, and are to fol- 
low him, the*' moſt excellent Example, and higheſt Maſter in that Divine Work. 
This I will more particularly inſiſt upon, being ſuitable to the preſent occaſton, and 
lay down ſome Rules direfting how the Miniſters of Chriſt may ſerve him accepta- 
bly, ſo as to be rewarded in the Heavenly Glory. 

r. They muſt by ſerious ſtudy furniſh themſelves with Divine Knowledge, and ſub- 
ſtantial Learning, for the Diſcharge of all the parts of their Office : To inſtruct the 
Ignorant; to refute the Erroneous, to reform the Unholy, and to comfort the Hum- 


ble and Diſconſolate. Our Saviour compares the Miniſters of the. Goſpel to a Max 


that 3s an Houſholder, which brings forth out of his Treaſure, things new and old ; "Tis 
his Duty to give to the Flock Meat in due ſeaſon, for which not only Fidelity but Wiſ- 
dom is requiſite. 'Tis the Apoſtle's charge to Timothy ; Give attendance to Reading, 
to Exhortation, to DoFrine , meditate on theſe things, give thy ſelf wholly to them, that 
thy profiting may appear before all. If Timothy who had ſupernatural Gifts by Inſpirati- 
on, was obliged to be intent and diligent in the application of his Mind to the My- 


| ſteries of Godlineſs; how much more ſhould thoſe who muſt acquire Knowledge by 


fearch and Induſtry, and the Divine Bleſling upon it. As Fountains by ſecret Pal- 
fages derive from the Sea the Waters that flow in their Streams ; ſo Miniſters by read- 
ing and Contemplation, and Prayer in their Retirements, obtain the Knowledge of 


Divine Things, which they convey in their Sermons to the People. 


With the Notional, an Experimental Knowledge of Divine Truths, is abſolutely 
neceſſary to a Miniſter to ſave himſelf, and moſt uſeful to ſave others. 

Tis not a perfect Syſteme of Divinity in the Head, not an univerſal Knowledge of 
ſpiritual Things confined to the Brain, that has a ſaving Efficacy :. 'Tis not compo- 
ſing a Sermon with exquiſite Art, and the delivering of it like an Orator, that makes 
him accepted with God. For without a cordial Senſe of Divine Truths, he only 
lends his Tongue in that holy Service; like a Reciter in a Scene, all he does is but 
external Appearance. God ſees and requires the Heart : without it neither the Head 
nor the Tongneof a Miniſter, tho his Speculations are ſublime, and his Words dro 
of Gold, are of any value. And uſually the Sermons of ſuch are without profit to the 
Hearers. The ſound of Words only reaches the Ear, 'tis the Mind convinces the 
Mind, and the Heart perſwades the Heart. He that is ſtrongly convinc'd of the Truth 
of eternal Things, he will ſpeak of them with aſſurance, as an Eye-witneſs, and in a 
lively manner : He that is burning in his own Breaſt, will inflatne others ; but if 
there be no ſpark of Celeſtial Fire in the Miniſter's Breaſt, if he does not value the 
Conſequence of Divine Truths, he ſpeaks of them without a deep concernment ; and 
a cold Preacher makes: a careleſs Hearer : and the Sermon is loſt in the Air between 
the Lips of the one and the Ears of the other. | 
("$5 The Matter of their Sermons muſt be the Doftrine of the Goſpel revealed from Hea- 
ven to reduce Men to their Duty, and reſtore them to Felicity. This is the Tenor of the 
Commiſſion given by our Saviour to his Apoſtles, Go teach al Nations, to obſerve all 
things whatſoever I have commanded you. The preaching unrevealed or trivial things, 


| 1mpertinent to the Salvation and PerfeCtion of Souls, is diredtly contrary to the end 


of their Office. © The wiſeſt Method of recovering loſt Sinners is to unfold the two 
Covenants, and repreſent the two Worlds to them. The firſt Covenant was with 
Man created in natural Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, but was of a ſhort continuance t 
For by his rebellious Sin he made a deadly forfeiture of the Image and Favour of 
God, of Communion with him the Fountain of our Felicity. He is cut off from that 
blefled Life, and muſt remain in the ſtate of Corruption and Death for ever without 
redeeming Mercy. . 'Tis a neceſſary preparative for the Converſion and Recovery of 
Sinners, to convince themof the guilt, pollution, and dominion of Sin, and the ever- 
laſting Hell that follows it, that they may be rouſed out of their Security to fly from 
the Wrath to come. The Terrors of the Lord make the firſt Breach into the Hearts of 
Men, and Grace vi@oriouſly enters, and ſubdues the relu&tant Will. After the Con- 
viction of Sin, 'tis ſeaſonable to convince them of the all-ſuſticient Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt 3 that he is the Tree of Life, for the reviving dead Sinners, that he is Wil- 
dom, Righteonſneſs, SanCtification, and Redemption, a univerſal Remedy for all the 
Evils that lie upon Man in his fallen State. And 'tis requiſite to open the Terms up- 


_ on which God offers his Mercy, the Law of Faith in the Gofpel, that conſiſts of 


Commands and Promiſes, both to check Preſumption that flatters ſo many into Hell, 
and to prevent Deſpair that works as dangeroutly, though not ſo frequently, to the 
Ruin of Souls. That Men may not from corrupt Minds and carnal Aﬀections miſin- 
terpret the Goſpel, to live at eaſe in their Sins, a faithful Miniſter muſt ſhew "_ 

| that 
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that the Promiſes of Pardon and Salvation are made only to a certain order of Sin- 
ners, the repenting and reforming Sinners, that rely upon Chriſt alone for their ac- 
ceptance ; that he 1s a King as well as a Prieſt, and none can regularly depend upon 
his Sacrifice without SubjeCtion to his Scepter: In ſhort the ſoveraign Balm of his 
Blood is to be applied only to thoſe whoſe Hearts are broken for their Sins, and from 
them. And to raiſe and encourage drooping Spirits that feel the intolerable Burthen 
of Sin, and both from their Guilt and Unworthineſs, and their Impotency to per- 
form the Conditions of the Goſpel, are apt to be hopeleſs of obtaining Salvation, 
the Goſpel aſſures us that God is rich in Mercy, ready to receive humble contrite 
Suppliants : That although Sins are of different degrees of Guilt, and accordingly 
Conſcience ſhould be affe&ted, and the Springs of Godly Sorrow.be opened, yet God 
can as eaſily forgive ten thouſand Talents as a few Pence : that the Blood: of Chriſt 

cleanſes from all Sins, thoſe that are of a Crimſon dy, as well as from thoſe of a ligh- 
ter Tinfture : That the Pfomiſe of Pardon is without limitation to all penitent Be- 
levers. And although in the fallen State Man is deſtitute of Spiritual Strength, zo 
Man can come to Chriſt except the Father draw him ; though Carnal Luſts have*fetter'd 
Nature, and captivated the Will, that Men cannot reſcue themſelves from the Bon- 
dage of Sin, yet Divine Grace is offered in the Goſpel, to enable us to do what is 
impoſſible without it ; and the Holy Spirit' is promiſed to all that ſincerely ask it, 
who is ſtiled the Spirit of Love, and Power, and a ſound Mind, with reſpect to his 
Heavenly Operations in the Hearts of Men. Therefore as it would be Folly in a 
Scholar that is invited to the School of a learned Maſter, to difcourage himſelf from 
going becanſe he wants Learning : For that is to be obtained there, and only his 
Defire and Capacity of InſtruCtion is requiſite for his Admiſfion.: ſo 'tis unreaſonable 
for thoſe who have a humble ſenſe of their Sins and Miſery, to be difcouraged from 
coming to our Saviour ; for he is moſt willing to reconcile God to them by his pre- 
vailing Mediation, and to communicate Divine Grace that they may perform that 
Obedience which God will graciouſly accept. This is to imitate the Apotles, of 
whom 'tis ſaid, We preach xot our ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. Es 

'Tis of excellent uſe alſo for Preachers often to repreſent to Men the two Worlds, 

_ fo vaſtly different in the Qualities, the Degrees and Duration of the Good and Evil 

Things that are enjoyed or ſuffered in them, that they may_ diſcover the Errors of 
their Ways before they come to their End, and Death opens their Eyes to ſee and 
lament what is loſt and never to be recover'd. All the admired Things in the fen- 
fible World, are periſhing Vanities ; like an inchanted Feaſt that feeds the Eye, with- 
out real Nouriſhment : But in the Coeleſtial World all is ſubſtantal, ſatisfying, and 
eternal. All the Evils, the Calamities, the Injuries, and Troubles ſuffer'd here, are 
no more to the Plagues prepared by revenging Juſtice for impenitent Sinners, than the 
flight razing of the Skin is to a deadly Woun in the Heart. Now the fundamental 
Deluſion of Men is in valuing the preſent ſtate of Things above what is Future, and 
infinitely better or worſe. They think andcall them only Happy, who livein Pomp, ci ideo teor 
and flow in Riches and Pleaſures; but as vainly as the Heathens dignified their Idols, veceres pagani 
with the Titles of Celeſtial Deities : they count them only miſerable that are in Po- eppellaiogls 
verty, Sickneſs, and Aﬀiitions here. And as 'tis obſerved, by the great Phyſician, riulua dede- 
that if a delirous Perſon propoſes his incoherent Fancies, ſeriouſly as the Prodult of PERTN 
Conſideration, his Caſe is more dangerous and hardly curable : So the folemn' Folly numen, vel 
of Men that think it reaſonable © elfvern what is preſent and ſenſible, above what Lgans _= 
_ future and ſpiritual; and accordingly to chooſe the. preſent as the real ſubſtantial jabebar ali 

Good, and negle&t the future as a matter of Fancy and Conceit, is hardly cured. \ nokta 
Their Minds and Aﬀettions, their Aims and Deſires center in the Earth': their Fears, one 9rd 
Anxieties, Sorrows terminate there. And *tis -one neceflary part of the Miniſter's falrem ex vo- 
Work to deveſt the World of its Maſquing Habit, that appears ſo rich and glittering a 
in the Night by Torch-light, to ſtrip it naked as it ſhall burn in the-confuming Fire & Prove. 18. 
at the laſt Day : And to unvail the Glory of Heaven, and repreſent it to the Eyes of 4 - brag 
Chriſtians ſo as to raviſh their Hearts: In ſhort, to make ſuch a convincing Diſcove- net” 
ry of Things unſeen, that Men may judge, that only the Saints above are truly. and Twpeaire 
perfely Happy, and only the Reprobates in Hell are really and -finally miſerable, #;,, 73%< 
and accordingly regulate their Lives. . | 

I ſhall add to this, that the Language of Sermons ſhould be ſuitable to the quality 
of the Matter, and the end of that Divine Ordinance. A Miniſter muſt ſpeak'as be- 
coming the Oracles of God : With ſolemn Expreſſions according to the Santtity and 
Importance of the great Myſtery of Godlineſs. The Apoſtle tells us his Speech was 
not with the enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, A Luxuriant flouriſh of Words, a 
= 
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Time are waſted for ſo guilty and ba 


vain Oftentation of Wit, deba(es the Majeſty, enervatcs the Vigour, and corrupts the 
pure taſte of the Goſpel. True Eloquence is always ſuitable to the Subject, and 
ſprings from it; as the native Beauty of the Countenance that ſprings from a ſound 
Complexion of Body, and is not varniſh'd with the Paint of Art. When the Truth 
of Eternal Things is planted in the Heart, and the vital Senſe of them is ſhed in the 


Will and Aﬀections, it will furniſh us with fit and powerful Words to expreſs them, 


Beſides, in the managing of a ſacred Argument, ſalus popnli ſuprema lex eſto : The 
Salvation of Souls is the Rule to which the Language of Sermons muſt be parallel, 
Divine Truths muſt be repreſented with thoſe clear and ſolemn Expreſſions, as may 
powerfully affe&t the Conſcience, and excite the praftick Faculties of the-Soul, with 
ſuch weighty and ſerious Words, as may awaken Sinners to fear the powerful and ter- 
rible Judge of the World, and to hate Sin that provokes his Diſpleaſure. The curi- 
ous Contexture of Words of pleaſant Sound without Subſtance, 1s an elaborate Fol- 
ly : 'Tis the framing a Net only fit to catch Flys, the vaſn Applauſes of the injudi- 


. cious, not to take Souls, the Divine Work of a Miniſter. And the Account muſt be 


woful for thoſe Miniſters to the pv, pang” of Souls, whoſe Study, Thoughts, and 
e an End. | 

3. The Motives of their. AﬀeCtions and Endeavours: in this Holy Service muſt be 
the Love of Chriſt and precious Immortal Souls. Our Saviour with repeated Earn- 
eſtneſs recommends this to St. Peter, Loveſt thou me, feed my Lambs, | feed my Sheep. 
The Salvation of Souls is his deareſt Glory, and ſatisfying Pleaſure :- As it was pro- 
phefied, that he ſhall ſee of the Travel of his Soul, and be ſatisfied : And our zealous 
Endeavours to ſave them from Death, 1s the natural and neceſſary Effect of our Love 
to him. A true Miniſter of Chriſt has a diviner Principle, a ſublimer Soul, than to 
aim at carnal Fruitions, at temporal and terreſtrial Rewards. The bleſſed End of his 
Office muſt be the End of all his ſtudions Thoughts and Labours, the Honour of his 
Maſter in the Converſion and Salvation of Sinners. 4 44910 i7 

If the World be in their Eye and Heart as the Scope of their Miniſtry, they are 
guilty of the moſt unnatural Diſorder by employing the moſt excellent means for low 
and ſordid Ends, they uſe God to enjoy the World : this corrupts and ſtains their 
Service. Such Mercenaries are empty Vines, that only bring forth Fruit unto themſelves : 
They have their Reward here. But the Love of Chriſt and Souls-reigns in the Heart 
of a faithful Miniſter : this regulates his Work in order to their ſpiritual and ever- 
laſting Good. | pi 4g? 

This will make him deſcend to the Capacity of the meaneſt, and plainlytoinſtrut 
them in things concerning their Salvation. As Eliſha put his Month- upon the Month, 
and hjs Eyes upon the Eyes, and his Hands upon the Hands of the dead Child. and: there- 
by conveyed a living Heat into him; ſo a Miniſter ſhould apply. himſelf ſuitably to 
their Capacity, who are but Children in Knowledge. 'Tis his Duty: to raiſe the low 


 Underſtandings, as well as to humble the high and ſwelling Paſſions of Men. |: ' 


This Love to Souls will inſpire him with tender melting Aﬀedions': without 
which, unleſs God renews the Miracle of Aaron's dry Rod blooming and bearing Al 


| monds, our Diſcourſes will be barren, without Fruit in the Hearers. , A plain Sermon 


dictated from the Heart with a holy Heat of AﬀcCtions, makes a ſolid/Impreſſion up- 
on the Hearers : When an &Jaborate Diſcourſe, not animated with the Aﬀections, '5 
of little Efficacy, As a bluvter Iron, if burning hot, pierces more cafily and deeply 
into a Piece of churliſh Wood, then a ſharper that is cold. | 5.101 

The Love of Chriſt and Souls inſpires with Joy and Alacrity.in his Service. No 
Element is heavy in its own Sphere. AY | 

A mercenary Spirit performs the Work as an irkſom Task 5 but Love ſweetens all 
the Duties of the ſacred Calling, even ſuch as are moſt diſtaſtful to the Carnal. T his 
entitles to the bleſſed Reward. The Apoſtle ſaith, If I preach the Goſpel willingly, T 


have a Reward : Otherwiſe his abundant Labours would be of no comfortable ac- 


count at laſt. CE. 

3. The Miniſters of Chriſt muſt with moſt faithful Diligence attend his Service. 
The Subject and End of their Work challenges this of them, The Converſion and Sal- 
vation of Souls. What earneſt and repeated Calls are neceſſary to awaken thoſe who 


are involved in carnal Security, to perſwade them to love what they hate, and to 


hate what they love 2 and when the Foundation is 1aid in ſerious Repentance, and 
the Work of Grace begun, what Diligence is requiſite to raiſe it toPerfc&ion ? How 


does the malicious inceſſant Enemy of cur Salvation ſtrive by a thouſand Temptations 


to blaſt our Endeavours? 


The: 
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The Work of a Miniſter is not like the Work of an Artificer : A Statuary withlong. 
Labour cuts the Marble to form it into a noble Image, but he Taxa Hig Work 
at his Pleaſure; and when he reſumes it, the Matter being durable, 'tis. in.the. 
ſame ſtate towards finiſhing as when he left it. But the Heart of Man is of a ſtrange 
Nature, hard as Marble, and fluid as Water ; Heavenly Impreſſions are with dith- 
culty made in it, and ealily defac'd, When by many Prayers and Tears, many ten- 
der Addrefſes of Miniſters, the Heart is ſoftened, and the Image of Chriſt, the Lis: 
neaments of his Divine Graces and Virtues are firſt drawn in it, without a continual 
Eye and Attendance upon the Work, how ſoon are thoſe bleſſed Beginnings ſpoiled;, 
and the carnal Luſts regain tffe Heart > How hard is it to prevail with Men to, enter 
into the narrow Way, and to preſerve them from defiling Lapſes in it, or woful Ex-, 
curfions into the pleaſant ways of Sin, and to bring them ſafely to: Heaven ? The ſo- 
lemn Adjuration of the Apoſtle to Timothy ſhould excite Miniſters -with the: moſt. 
watchful Care and uſefiil Diligence to attend their Work : I charge thee before the Lord. Tim. 41,4. 
Teſws Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his Kingdom + 
Preach the Word, be inſtant, in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with. all 
long-ſuffering and DoFrine. What Opiate can ſtupity the Conſcience of idle Miniſters 
ſo as not to be awakened by theſe ardent Expreſſions? How can they appear before _ 
the moſt High and Everlaſting Judge 2 What will be a ſufficient Defence before his 
inlightned Tribunal? What Apologies will skreen them from his. fiery Diſpleaſure ? 
Will their Ignorance, or Abundance, or Slothfulneſs excuſe the negle& of their Du-: 
'ty? They may deceive themlelves with vain Allegations topalliate their Negligence, 
but God will not be mocked. If in the laſt Judgment thoſe who negleQed to. feed 
the Poor with material Bread to ſupport their Bodies, ſhall be placed with the Re- 
| probates at the Left Hand of Chriſt, how can thoſe whoſe Office it is to diſpenſe the . 
Bread of Life to Souls, and negle@ to feed them, eſcape Condemnation ? et: 
The uſeful Diligence I have been urging upon Miniſters, 1s not only neceffary in 
publick ſolemn preaching the Word, but ini ſeaſonable applying it to. particular Per-: 
ſons within their Compaſs and Care. Of this we have an excellent Pattern in St. 
Paul, who gives this Account of his Spiritual Work : We preach Chriſt, warning every. 
Man, and teaching every Man in all Wiſdom ;, that we may preſent every Man perfe@ 
Chriſt Jeſus. A Miniſter ſhould with watchful Diligence take all Opportunites for 
the ſaving of precious Souls ; and ſometimes one ſhort Leſſon ſeriouſly applied to a 
Perſon-in private, more powerfully affetts the Conſcience, and moves the Aﬀedtons, 
than a long and well ſtudied Sermon. Nie] | 
4. The Servants of Chriſt muſt with Reſolution and Conſtancy deſpiſe the Allure- 


1 


ments and the Terrors ofthe World in performing the Duties of their Office, The Apo- 
ſtle declares his fixed Mind, I connt not my Life dear to me, ſo that I may finiſh my Courſe Ads 10. 24 
with Foy, and the Miniſtry which Thave received of the Lord Jeſus : Tho amongſt the pikes 
of a thouſand Dangers he was never faint-hearted, much leſs falſe-hearted,in the Cauſe 
of Chriſt.The two principle parts of the Miniſter's Duty are to preſerve the Truths of the 
Goſpel inviolate, and to open and enforce the Commands of it in their ſpiritual Pu-. 
rity and Extent : They are (tiled the Lights of the World, and the Salt of the Earth; > 
All the Truths of the Goſpel are of precious value, but not of equal clearneſs and 
moment : And Chriſtian Charity ſhould moderate between Diſſenters in ſmaller Mat- 
ters, who agree in the main Points of Religion. But thoſe Truths of the Goſpel that 
are primary and radical, and thoſe that by neceſſary Conſequence are deduc'd from . 
them, require our moſt vigilant Cate and Zeal to preſerve them entire and untaint- - 
ed. 'Tis a Univerſal Duty reſpe&ing Chriſtians, to ſearch out the Truth as 'tis i 
Feſus, to underſtand the Reaſons of the Religion they profeſs, and to contend earneſt- 
ly for the Faith once delivered to the Saints. But the Miniſters of Chriſt who by vir- 
tue of their Office are Depolitaries of the Truth, are chiefly obliged to affert and de- 
fend it : Eſpecially when there are many Snares ſpread abroad to entangle ignorant 
and unſtable Souls with dangerous Errors. Our Saviour has ſet us a Pattern of our 
Duty, who declared, For this end was Þ born, and came into the World to bear witneſs .- 
to the Truth. They are falſe to the ſacred Truſt repoſed in them, when, by Silence 
the Truth is in danger of being oppreſt. Tis their Duty and Glory to be valiant for 
the Truth, when falſe Dofrines boldly oppoſe it, and poyſon'd Arrows are ſhot into. 
the Eyes pf Men by erroneous Teachers. 'Tis ſaid of Jobz the Baptiſt, He was not 
the Light, bat as next in Dienity, he came to bear witneſs of the Light. But if they with- - 
draw their Teſtimony when the Truth challenges it, they will be covered-with Con- 
fifionat the laſt Day ; according to that fearful Threatning, Whoſoever demtes me be- 
fore Mew, hin will I deny before my Father which is in Heaven, The ignorarice of Saving- 
T1111 I Truths 
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Truths will not excuſe the People ; and Silence will condemn their Guides who ſhould 

illoftrate and defend the Truth ever in the Face of Danger. 

E Beſides they are guilty of Unfaithfulneſs to Chriſt, who by colourable tempera- 

3 ments adulterate the Purity of the Truth, and by milder modifications qualify and 

I lefſen Errors; who would joyn the Word of God with the Traditions of Men, which 
are incompatible as Mid-night and Mid-day. None are more artificial than fearful 
Spirits : They bave many Turns and fs pow to compound neceſſary Controver- 
fſes, and to make it ſeem indifferent which Opinion is choſen. They transform their 
fearful Apprehenſions, into Counſels of Prudence, and diſguiſe the baſeneſs of their 
Cowardiſ: under the Reputation of being Diſcreet, The wiſeſt of Men who under- 
ſtood the incomparable value of Truth, adviſes, Buy the Truth, and ſel} it not : And 
we are told by St. James, The Wiſdom, that is from above, is firſt pure, and then peace- 
able : But the Wordly-wiſe, with Art and Induſtry endeavour to ſecure their out- 
ward Peace with the violation of Truth. How contrary is the Judgment of God to 
the vain Opinions of Men ? He is jealous of the Simplicity of his Truth, and the 
Chaſtity of his Worſhip, and will at laſt convince ſuch of their extream Folly who 
would reconcile Religions that can never flow into one another. 

Tis therefore an indiſpenſable Obligation of the Servants of Chriſt to adhereto the 
eternal Truth in Scriptures, tho vilified by ſome as an inſufficient Rule, or impertinent 
and not abſolutely neceſſary : And to preſerve the pure Dodrine and tranſmit it to 

| ſucceeding Ages. And this divine Encouragement ſhould ſuſtain them with unfaint- 

ing Reſolution to do their Duty, that if they cannot ſave the Truth from being over- 
born at preſent, yet the Truth will fave them, and that it will pierce through all 

Oppoſition, and be vidorious in the Iſſue. The Church of Chriſt 1s of a ſupernatu- 

ral Ori inal and Order, and contrary to the cuſtom of Humane Things, is enlarg'd 

and eftabliſh'd by the means uſed to deſtroy it. When the Heathen Powers with 

the utmoſt Rage and Cruelty attempted its final Ruine it proſper'd the more : The 

patient Deaths of the Martyrs, as well as conſpicuous Miracles, gave credit and con- 

veyance to the Goſpel, 

- And the Miniſters of Chriſt muſt with Faithfulneſs and Courage enforce the Com- 
mands of the Goſpel upon all. Carnal Men would fain relax the ſtritneſs of the 
Goſpel ; and endeavour to make their Principles correſpondent to their Practices : 
They try to'bend the Rule to their diſordered and licentious Appetites, and will not 
regulate their Hearts and Lives according to the Santtity of the Rule : And thoſe who f 

are high in the World,very uneaſily bear the Conviction and Reproof of their Sin : But 
a Miniſter muſt be faithful to Chriſt and their Souls, and preſs upon them the Com- 
mands of our Judge, , to pluck out the right Eye, and cut off the right Hand, upon the 
heavy Penalty of being made entire Victims to revenging Juſtice for ever. 

5. They muſt with a prudent temperament of Zeal and Meekneſfs, inſinuate and 
open a Paſſage for ſanfifying and ſaving Dodrine in the Hearts of Men. This is 
the ſucceſsful Method to convince thoſe who are ſeduced with Errors, and to reclaim 
the Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt, The Defence of the Truth muſt be ma- 
naged in a calm peaceable manner ; as the Sun ſcatters and overcomes the darkneſs 
of the Night and Clouds without noiſe. 'Tis the Apoſtle's Counſel, I» Meekneſs in- 
ſtruQing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves : Without Contumelies and Revilings z for Inju- 
ries convince no Man. The Humane Spirit is naturally proud and ſtiff, and will re- 
fiſt ſuch Arms : Fierceneſs and Scorn irritate the Paſſions, and hinder impartial and 

ſerious Deliberation, that opens the Mind for receiving the Truth. To perſwade 

6 the Soul, the mild and placid manner of conveying the Truth is as effcual as the 
Irradiation and Evidence of it. And to. reclaim the diſobedient there is nothing 

more' powerful than Gentleneſs and the conſtraint of Love. The molt fervent Re- 

prehenſions of Sinners muſt be mixt with tenderneſs to their Souls. Under the Law 
there was a ſevere Prohibition of offering Sacrifices with the common Fire: But only 
with that Fire that came from Heaven, and was preſerved Day and Night 1n the 

Temple : The Alluſion is eaſy- and fit: The Reprehenfion of Sinners in the Pulpit 

muſt be always from Zeal for the Honour of God and the Eternal Salvation of Souls, 

' not from natural fiery Paſſions. If a Miniſter denounces the Judgments of God with 
Compaſſion go Souls, 1f he thunder and lightens in his Sermons, a Shower of repent- 
ing Tears will follow in convinced Sinners. 

- 6. A Miniſter of the Goſpel muſt joyn a holy Life with found Dodrine, {COrong 
to our Saviour's Deſcription of him : He that ſhall do and teach my Commands, ſh 

be great in the Kingdom of Heaven. He muſt not only be free from Pollutions, but cx- | 


cel in Virtues ; nothing in his Converſation ſhould be worthy of Reproach, —_— 
ut 
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but what is worthy of Imitation. He muſt lead a Life anſwerable to the Excellence 
and End of his Calling. He is to preach a Dodtrine (o holy divine and venerable, 
that it would become the unſpotted Angels to be miniſtring Spirits in revealing it to 
Mcn. He is thereiore ſtrictly obliged to ſnew.forth the Power of Godlineſs, and the 
Beauty of Holineſs in all his ways. He muſt imitate and honour his Maſter, who 
iſeparably united ſaying and doing in himſelf; He muſt adorn the Goſpel by expreſ(- 
ſing the Efhcacy of divine Truths in his Actions. Under the Law he that had touch'd 
a dead Body, was forbidden to approach the SanCtuary : and what a Violation 1s it 
of all the Rules of Decency and Reaſon, for one who is employed in the- holy Ser- 


cellency of Patience, and O66 upon himſelf, how oppoſite his fiery Nature was ſemper zger 


ble oppoſition between his Do&rine and his Life ? How juſt and ngl 


a 


_ ence of the Goſpel. Now the Pra&ice of a Miniſter gives Weight and Efficacy to his — 
Dottrine, the exemplifying of it in his Adions 1s the moſt, powerful perſwaſive to 

draw Men to their Duty. Therefore the Apoſtle commands 7: zr all-Things tofhew 

himſelf a Pattern of good Works. As the Plants that are produttive.of Balm, and 

Myrrh, and Incenſe, have a Fragrancy not only in the precious Liquor that diſtils 

from them, but all their Branches, and Leaves, and Bark, are Aromatick, Thus a 

Miniſter of the Goſpel, muſt be Holy not.only in his Dodrine, but in; all manner of 

Converſation. Be thou an Example of the Believers in Word, in Converſation, in Cha- 

rity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, is the ſolemn Charge to 1zmothy. He that is holy 

in his Profeſſion, and unholy in his Life, both diſcredits the Goſpel, and hardens 

Men in their Sins. Though his Tongue may direc to Heaven; it.his Life leads to 

Hell, the Authority of his ACtions wilt be more prevalent than. of -his Inſtru&ions. 

The Vices of a Miniſter are more conſpicuous and infamous than.of private Perſons : 

As a Blemiſh in the Eye is more conſpicuous and disfiguring than in. a concealed Part 

of the Body; and they have the moſt corrupting deſtructive Influence upon others; 

For there is nothing more natural than for Men to think that Miniſters do not believe 

what they preach, when there is a viſible. ContradiQion' between their Lives and 

their Words : That their moſt zealous Sermons are rather. Pageantry than ſerious Pi- 

ety, and according]y to ſlight them. This is a principal Reaſon that the Converfion 

of Sinners is ſorare : 'Tis not from any defe& in the Word, for that 1s not like ſome 

medicinal Drugs, that loſe their Virtue by Age, it has the ſame Divine Power to 

revive dead Souls, to transform the carnal into ſpiritual Perſons, to clarify the Mind 

that it may ſee things inviſible, to reconcile the Will to the Sanctity of God's Law, 

to calm the ſtormy Aﬀections, and leave an Impreſſion of its Purity in the, Hearts of 

Men: but the admirable and ſecret Grace of the holy SPIT is not uſually concomitant 

with the Miniſtry of thoſe who grieve him, and quench him in themſelyes z and they 

render the holy Doctrine ineffectual by their diſcordant Converſations. ' It was the 

Charader of the wicked Phariſees from the Mouth of Chriſt : "They ſay, and do not : 

and to them, and all that are invglved in the ſame Guilt, the Saviour of the World 

threatens the moſt heavy Damnation. we ore 2 Sf io TRY 

.. 7. Humble, fervent, and continual Prayer to the Father of Mercies; and the Father 

of Spirits, that he would bleſs the outward Miniſtry, ,is requiſite to make it effectu- 

al. The Converſion. of Man is not wrought by Man, but by the Ener gyof the holy 

Spirit. God inſtra&s us what he does in the more- ſecret Operatzons of, Grace, by 

what he docs in the more viſible Operations of Nature, This 1s Py - by the Apo- 

ſtle ;, Paul plants, and Apollos waters, but God gives the Increaſe. A Man plants agreen 

Stick, and waters it ; but the God of Nature forms the Tree inall its Parts, the 

Root, the Sap, the Trunk, the Branches, and the Fruits': The planting bythe Hand - 

of Man is neceſſary for the Growth of a Tree, but what is that to the Divine Bleſſing? 

Thus according to the ordinary Method of Divine Grace, God anites his. marvellous 

Power with the weak Miniſtry of Men for the Salvation of Souls, and according to | 

the Apoſltle's arguing, it is an impoſſible Event that Mem ſbould believe without hearing 

the Goſpel, and bear without a Preacher : But the converting and ſaving of Souls is to 

| be aſcribed to God. And thus in the Spiritual Husbandry, the Occaſions of ins 
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and Slothfulneſs are equally removed. As the ſame Apoſtle ſaith, He that pl ants js 
vothing, and he that waters, is nothing, but God that grves the Increaſe. This Confidera- 
tion ſhould be an Incentive in our Breaſts, to petition the God of all Grace that he 
wyll pleaſe to give Life and Efficacy to his Word. In Jacob's Viſion of the myſterious 
Laddet that reach'd from Heaven to Earth, the Angels were aſcending and deſcend- 
mg: An Emblem. of a Miniſter's Duty, they muſt firſt aſcend in Prayer and Con- 
templation, and then deſcend in preaching to the People. 'Tis obſervable that ſome- 
times Men of excellent Accompliſhments are blaſted in their Miniſtry ; and others of 
meaner Abilities, but of more holy AﬀeCtions, are very inſtrumental to ſave Souls : 
The Reaſon is plain ; thoſe who are moſt frequent and fervent in Prayer, obtain the 
richeſt Abundance of the Spirit, and are uſually moſt bleſt with Succeſs. When the 
Apoſtles were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, deſcending in the ſignificant Emblem of 
fiery Tongues ; what an admirable Influence had their Preaching upon the, obdurate 
Few: 2 The firſt Sermon preſently conyinc'd and converted three thouſand, that were 


| Murderers of our Saviour, with the Stains ofhis Blood freſh upon them, Tongues of 


Fleſh are without vigor, make no laſting Imprefſion upon the Hearers : Tongues of 


Fire have a divine Force and Operation, to diſpel the Ignorance and Errors of Mens 


Minds, to quicken the dull Earth of their Aﬀections, to refine and purify their Con- 


'verſations. 


Leftly , To ſum up all in one general Conſideration ; He ſerves Chriſt, that em- 
loys all his Abilities, and uſes all Opportunities in the Circle of his Calling, as was 
ore ſpoken of, for the Honour of our Saviour. This is repreſented in the Parable 
of the Talexts, which the Maſter committed to his Servants ; different in their Num- 
ber, but to be faithfully improved for the Maſter's Intereſt. Under the Talents are 
compriſed all that we have and are; whether in be Order of Nature, and with re- 
ſpe& to our civil State in the World, all our intelleual and ſenſitive Faculties, all 
our innate and acquired Endowments, our Time, our Health, our Dignities and 
Power, our Eſtates ; or Spiritual Bleſſings, all theGifts and Graces of the Spirit, the 
Light of the Goſpel, all the Advantages we have of doing or receiving Good for our 
more excellent and immortal Part, the Salvation of our Souls. Every one accordin 
to the CharaRer wherewith' he is inveſted in this World, and according to his Ca- 


_ pacity of doing Good, muſt be diligent in the ſervice of Chriſt. In what Relation 


ſoever Men are, as Fathers, Maſters, or Magiſtrates in a ſuperiour Rank, or as Friends 
and Aﬀeociates in an equal Line, and as they ſtand related to all Men, they are either 
by Authority and Command, or by Counſel and compaſſionate Care and Encon- 
ragements to promote with Diligence, their Temporal and Eternal Welfare. The 
Apoſtle's Advice with reſpeCft to Ads of Beneficence for relieving the Poor, Let as 
do good irnto all as we have opportunity, is by juſt Analogy binding to all other Expreſ- ' 
fions of Love, to direq, to perſwade Men to their Duty, to comfort them in their 
Sorrows, to affiſt them in all their Wants and Exigencies. Briefly, the Wiſdom and 
oodneſs of Chriſt's Servants confiſts in their faithful improving all their Talents for 
his Glory, as our Saviour declares, Who js that wiſe arid faithful Servant ; and, Well 
done good and faithful Servant. ” $ 
2. We are toſhew upon what accounts our Service is due to Chriſt, If we feriouſ- 
ly confider things, it will be evident that by all the Titles of Juſtice and Gratitude, 
by all Divine and Rational Rights we are obliged to ſerve him intirely and for 
ever. ; 
_ In the preſent State there are four ways whereby Men become Servants : Some are 
born Servants 3 ſome are by ranſom and purchaſe ; ſome by victorious reſcue and 
deliverance ; others are Servants by Covenant arid Agrecment. Now all theſe Ti- 


tles concur inobliging us to ſerve Chriſt. 


_ 1. Weare his Servants Þy Nature, he has an original and unalicnable Right in us 


as our Creator. God to ſatisfy the Inquiry of Moſes defines himſelf, { a» - All the 


Eſa. 44 12. 


infimate and eternal Attributes of the Deity are implyed in that ſhort Title : He 1s 
the only neceſſary Being by his Nature, and conſequently has all Perfections in him- 
ſelf, and is'the Fountain of all Being, His Hands made ws and faſhioned ws, he brea- 
thed into ws a Hiving Soul. All our Faculties and their Efficacy are from him. He pro- 
duces this evidence of his Right in us, Rexrember O Jacob thou art my Servant, I have 
formed thee : The Pfalmiſt declares, Know ye that the Lord he is God ; 'tis he that made 
ws, and not we our Selves; we are his People and Sheep of his Paſture : We owe to him 
atObedience as ready and unconſtrain'd as the meekeſt Creatures pay to thoſe that feed 
and condut them. His PerfeCtions qualify him to be our abſolute Maſter, for his 
Will is always dire&ed by ififinite Wiſdom, 'tis the Rule of Goodneſs, and his _— 
; 1ents 
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nefits in making and preſerving us, acquire to him a ſupreme Right in us. Now if 
there be a Spark of Reaſon in our Minds, 'tis impoſlible to have the leaſt Shadow of 
doubt, that a derivative Being has a dependent Working, and 1s to employ his aCtive 
Powers according to the Will of his Maker, as the Rule, and his Glory as the ulti- 
mate End of all. ON | 

The Connexion is indifſolvable, for of him, and through him, and to him are all 
_ things. The Pſalmiſt ardently calls the whole World ; Bleſs the Lord all ze his Works, Pca. 103, 
in all Places of his Dominion. The Angels who by Nobility of Nature are ſuperiout+ 
to all his other Works, yet are not ſui jurjs, at their own diſpoſals, but his Miniſters 
that do his Pleaſure : They employ their excellent Strength in humble Obedience to 
his Commands : they fly with incredible Swiftreſs to perform his Orders. And in Dan. g. 
the viſible World, the Heavens in their Motion, the Earth in itsSeaſons, with an in- 
variable Tenor obſervethe Law impreſs'd upon them in their Creation : As the Pfal- 
miſt ſpeaks, they continue this day according to thy Ordinance, for all are thy Servants. Poa 118.181) 
And if the Creatures without Reaſon and Senſe are perfe&ly ſubjett to his Will, much 
more ſhould Man who underſtands his Obligations to the Creator. Now the Son of 
God made us, and maintains our Beings by his powerful Providence; from whence 
it follows, we are under an eternal Obligation to ſerve and glorify him to the utmoſt 
of our Capacities. His unexcited and. moſt free Goodneſs decreed our Beings from 
everlaſting, and in time bronght us into the World, whereas he might have created 
innumerable other Perſons, for Omnipotence is without Bounds, and left us in the 
pure Poflibility of: Being, without the giving aQtual Being to us. The natural Law 
that ſhines in the Minds of Men, in the Knowledge of what is juſt and good, and in 
the Conſcience of what is evil, bindsthem with the deepeſt Hunulity to acknowledge 
the Greatneſs and Goodneſs of our Creator, and. in the Senſe of this firſt and funda- 
mental Benefit to conſecrate our ſelves for ever to his Service. F 

2. We are his Servants not only upon the gn Title of Creation, bat in a more 
_ peculiar manner by Redemption. Man by his Diſobedience was fallen thto a wofut 
Bondage, his Guilt ſubjefted him to the threatning, that contained two! Deaths in 
one Sentence, the temporal and preſent of the ron and the eternal of'the Son}. 
The righteous Judge of the World, whoſe Law was broken, required' anhononrable 
Reparation of it : the moſt coſtly Sacrifices of Beaſts, a Sea! of Blood conld never 
atone his Diſpleaſure : Nay, the Obedience and Sufferings of Men and Anpels were: 
of no value to ſatisfy his injured Juſtice : Thus Mankind was deſperately loſt, our 
Ruines ( if I may ſo ſpeak) were ſowed with Salt, we were, concluded under his 
moſt righteous and fearful Wrath : If the Love and Wiſdom of God had not accord- 
ed to find out that aſtoniſhing expedient of uniting the eternal Son of God with the 
humane Nature in one Perſon, that as Mani he might voluntarily ſubmit to bloody 
Sufferings, and as God give an infinite Merit and Value to them, and thereby 
purchaſe our Redemption. This is accompliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt 5 The Lord laid on 
him the Iniquity of us all ; he gave his Life a ranſom for ws : From hence a new Right 
ſprings of his Dominion over us; as the Apoſtle invincibly argues, I? are ot your 
own, for ye are bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your Bodies, and in your Syi- 
rit, which are God's. The naked repreſenting of this to the ſerious Mind mutt awa- 
ken a dear Senſe of our Obligations to onr Saviour : but if we folemnly afid © delibe- 
rately cofitemplate this amazing Benefit, out of what Rock is the Heart framed, that 
is not foften'd and melted in Love and Obedience to our Bleſſed Retfeetmer, To 
heighten the Senſe of our Obligations, Conſider, Ba 47 Wray 

1. A more excellent Goodneſs is viſible-in the redeeming Man than in creating the 
Angels, upon the account of the diſtance of the Terms and the Difficulty of the way 
to effe& it. In the Creation of Angels, Goodneſs was rich indeed, there being no 
Poſfibility of deſert in pure nothing, but it was fimply free ;\ whereas in our Salvati- 
on it is merciful beyond all Imagination, for by otir Rebellion we were juſtly fallen 
under the Wrath of God : Their Creation was without the leaſt ſtrain of his Power z 
He ſpake, and it was doke'; But there was a legal Bar againſt oiir Reſtitution : To re- 
move it, his Son endured the Curſe of the Law for us, and bore our Sins in his own Body 
on the Tree. Divine Love in our Redemption not only exceeds what was ſhewed in 
the Creation of Angels, butis admirably illuſtrated by a higher compariſon: For the 
Father ſeemed to love vs above his only begotten Son, whom he ſpared not, but deli- 
yl him up for us all; and the Son loved us above his Life, which he laid down 
2. By the way of our Redemption he has infinitely honoured our Nature that was 
ſo vilified by the Fall. Man, whoſe Soul was an immortal Spirit ſtamped Vo gots 
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lively Image of God, capable of everlaſting Communion with him in Glory, was ſold 
for nought. Be aſtoniſhed O ye Heavens at this, and be wery deſolate : That Man, who 
had the two great Lights of Natural Reaſon and Divine Faith, ſhould prefer the 
pleaſing an irregular Appetite before the Favour of God, and for a vain Fancy loſe 
the moſt ſubſtantial Happineſs. Thus May being in Hononr, and underſtood not, be- 
came like the Beaſts that periſl;, nay viler than the Earth. And all the Children of Adam 
ſin according to the Similitude of his firſt Tranſereſſron. O the cheap Damnation of 
Sinners ! For tranſient Pleaſures, and mean Profits they venture upon eternal Death, 
This guilty and wotul Folly not only defiles, but debaſes Men to Hell. Now the 
Lord of Life and Glory by ſuffering an ignominious Death for us, has with the clear- 


-eſt evidence diſcovered the true Worth of Souls : That they are precious beyond 


compariſon, ſince the whole World is not a valuable Compenſation for them : We 
are not redeemed with corruptible things, as Silver and Gold, but with the precious Blood 
of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without ſpot and blemiſh: That ſacred Treaſure of Heaven 
that was laid down for us, exceedingly increaſes our Obligations to the Bleſſed Re- 
deemer. 

3. By giving himſelf for us, he has not only freed us from the Wrath of God, but 
RN us to his deareſt Favour : We are tranſlated from the fearful State of being 
God's Enemies into the amiable joyful State of his Children : And conſequently our 
Redeemer has purchaſed for us not only Salvation from Hell, but eternal Glory, a 

How can we ſeri- 
ouſly think of this tranſcendent Benefit without a rapture of Aﬀection ? He infinite- 
ly deſerves our Love and Service who has bought us with ſo dear a price, and 
purchaſed for us a glorious and incorruptible Inheritance. 


3. We are his Servants by his Deliverance of us from our Spiritual Enemies, Satan, 


Sin, and Death. Since the Devil obtained a woful Vifory over us in the Fall of 


Adam, great was the Triumph of Hell: And though he be an Uſurper of God's 
Right, which could never be extinguiſhed, yet by our Overthrow he has a kind of 
a-Title to us, and keeps us as the Spoils of his Vicory : And having revolted from 
God, we are juſtly though miſerably under the Powers of Darkneſs. We arechain- 
ed in the loweſt and the vileſt Bondage : The Soul and Body are under his tyrannous 
Dominion, and ſuffer the deepeſt Wounds of Infamy and Cruelty. He fetters our 


Minds with dangerous Delufions, our Wills with divers Luſts and Paſſions, and leads 


Luke 11. 21» 


Men Captives 1n the ways of Sin, till they fall into Hell the Centre of Miſery. 
Now as in redeeming a Captive, there muſt be the paying the Ranſom, and the 
breaking his Chains, that he may be reſtored to Liberty : So, beſides the Price that 
was payed to God the Supreme Judge, for our Diſcharge, our Saviour has broken 
our Chains ; he by the ſandifying Spirit diſpels the Darkneſs of our Minds, ſoftens 
the Hardneſs of our Hearts, ſubdues the Rebellion of our Wills, re&ifies the Diſor- 
der of our Aﬀections, that we may be freed from the Dominion of Sin, as well 
as from the Obligation and Terrors of the Law. He has broken the Powers of 
Darkneſs that conſpired to keep us faſt in the Intanglements of our Iniquities, he 
has freed us from the Spiritual Pharaoh, and his cruel Task-Maſters, the 1mperious 
violent Luſts that are ſeated in the Heart, and reſtores #s to the glorious Liberty o 
the Sons of God ;, By dying he deſtroyed him that had the Power of Death, and tri- 
umphed over Principalities and Powers on the Croſs. We have Freedom of Pardon 
and of Grace, and the natural and neceſſary Conſequence is, that we cheerful- 
ly ſerve him that ſet us free. This is expreſſed by Zacharias in his divine Thank(- 
BIVINS, that being delivered from the Hands of our Enemies, we might ſerve him with- 


out Fear in Holineſs and Righteonſneſs all the Days of our Lives. In what a holy Ex- 


taſy does the Plaſmiſt break forth, O Lord, truly I am thy Servant, I am thy Servant, 


and the Son of thy Hand-maid, thou haſt broken my Bonds : Yet this was but the re(- 
cuing of him from ſome temporal imminent Danger : How much dearer and 
ſtronger Ingagements bind us to ſerve our Redeemer, who has freed us from the 
Power as well as Puniſhment of Sin ? Love ſhould correſpond with Love: As Love 
deſcends in Fayours and Benefits, it ſhould aſcend in Thankfulneſs and Duty. 
St. Paul had ſuch a lively apprehenſion of our Saviour's Love, that it had an abſo- 
lute Empire in his Heart and Life ; he expreſſes it in the moſt fignificant manner : 
The Love of Chriſt conſtrains us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one dyed for all, then were 
all dead, and that he dyed. for all, that they which live, ſhould not henceforth live to themſelves, 
but unto himwhich dyed for them and roſe again, The Word conſtraineth, ſiznifies proper- 
ly to beintirely under the Power of another : As the Prophets inſpired by the Spirit 
of God, only ſpake and aded according to his extraordinary Motions in them. 


Thus 
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Thus the Love of Chriſt had ſuch an abſolute Empire 1n his Heart, that his whoſe: 
Life was ſpent as a vowed Oblation to his Service and Glory. And whoever does' 
not live a ſpiritual Life, as the Servant of Chriſt, never yet felt the Miſery of this' 
Bondage of Sin, nor the ſweetneſs of that Liberty which the Son of God has pur- 
chaſed for his People. | | ow 
Laſtly ; We are the Servants of Chriſt by ſolemn Covenant, and the: moſt facred 
Ingagement. In the Covenant of Grace God and Man are the Parties: And ſuch 
was his condeſcending Love, that he came down from Heaven and affuihed'6ur Nz-/ 
ture, on purpoſe to ſeal his part in his own Blood, the Promiſe of hispardoning 
Mercy, of his ſanCtifying Spirit, and his rewarding Goodneſs, to all that with-un- 
feigned Confent and rk Reſolution will ſeal the Counterpart of their Duty ang: 
Obedience to him. We are entred into his Family and the Relation of his Servarits: 
in Baptiſm ; and vowed univerſal Obedience to our new. Maſter, in'defiance of ail: 
Temptations whether inviting or terrifying in the World: For this reaſon” Baptifhy 
1s called the Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God. We wear his Coloots; are di-"1 Per. 3. 12. 
ſtinguiſhed from the Heathens by the Title. of Chriſtians : We ratify in a-moſt ſo-\ 
lemn manner our Covenant by the. Seal of the Lord's Supper, wherein we facramen-! 
tally eat and drink the Body and Blood of our Saviour. Now from henee atifes'a: 
new Obligation to ſerve Chriſt : He had a Soveraign Right in us antecedently to'6ur” 
dedicating our ſelves to his Service, but from our voluntary. Conſent accrues” anoflier 
Title, whereby he claims our perpetual Service. The Law of God binds us withoit® 
our Conſent, but our Conſent- increaſes the Obligation ; and if we are careleſs of our: 
| Duty, and defert his Service, we break double Bonds, and are guilty not only: of 
Diſobedience to the Law, but of perfidious Violation of our Covenant." *Tis:dh>+ 
ſervable in the Parable of the Talents, they were committed: to. Servants, 'fron\ 
whence a double Obligation ſprings, to. employ them with intire Fidelity for the" 
Maſter's Profit. A Merchant ſends Goods to his Correſpondent, who is bound' t6! 
make faithful returns upon the account of commutative Juftice that reathesall':' bat” 
a Servant is under a ſpecial Obligation, and if he waſts or negle&s the improving his' 
Maſter's Goods, he does not only break this Truſt repoſed 'in him, but-violates the' 
Duty of a Servant, that obliges him to manage them according to his Maſtef's Will; 
and for his Profit. The Account will be particular and exa@ for all onf-Talents at 
the laſt : None ſo high that ſhall be excuſed, none ſo mean that ſhall efeape that 
ſtrict Inquiry : For he that knows all things, ſhall be our Judge. The'Servaiit that” 
had but one Talent was called to account for it, and condemned for 'nepleCting to 
improve it : He pretended that he hid it out of caution left it ſhould be-loſt, 'Rriow®' 
ing his Maſter's Severity ; but his vain excuſe was retorted upon him; 'to' aggravate: 
his Sin and Sentence : Caſt the ——_—_— Servant into outer Darkneſt ; there ſhall be" 
weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth : A Judgment as righteous as terrible : For tlie Guilt of 
his Rebellion, in not uſing his Talent according to his Mafter's Order ; and Unthank-' 
fulneſs, in deſpiſing his Gifts, and an unrightcous depriving. of others of that'Berie«" 
- fit, that was by the Maſter's Will due to them. PO TS OD AAR, 1D NT Ss 30 
3. We are to conſider the final Reward of Chriſt's Servants under two Heads. 
1. The Order of the Reward. | 2nd F Rn anos 


a 


2. The Excellency of it. + Eh INNS GICOMEIZY (270,905 
1. The Order, in giving it after the Service of Chriſt faithfully and"conſtantly 
performed. 'Tis the revealed Will of God, that all Mer ſbould boniour-rhe Sou at they 
honour the Father : The Son is the Heir of his Love and Glory, and in ferving him. 
the Father is honoured and obeyed. And as our Saviour reignseternally ir Heaven, 
after the finiſhing his Work injoyn'd him by the Father, fo according'to "his Exam-- 
ple, we receive the Crown of Life after the courſe of our:Obedience. 'This is the 
Tenor of the Promiſe : To him that overcometh will I grant to'fit with me it my Throne Rev. 3. u1- 
even as I alſo overcame and am ſat down with my Father in his Throw. - - > 5 
The Order in diſpenſing the blefſed Reward, does not in\ the leaſt eclipſe the Ho- 
nour of God's Grace, or afford the leaſt ſhadow of preſuming upon any Merit in our. 
beſt Services. The Wazes of Sin js Death, 'tis the juſt Deſert of it z but the fe God 
is eternal Life in Feſws Chriſt our Lord. The eternal EleQion of Perſons to'L1 e, the 
preparing of them by ſan&ifying Grace for Glory, and the afual poſſeſſion of 1t, is : 
from the moſt free Favour of God. Elefion is the firſt Fountain of Water ſpringing _ 
up to eternal Life : For what could induce God when all Mankind was-equally in- 
volved in Guilt and Miſery, to chooſe ſome to be Veſſels of Grace and Glory, but 
his ſoveraign Pleaſure and pure Grace ? The Ele& were in the Eye and Heart of God 
from Eternity, appointed to ſupernatural Happineſs, but that free and Lt rao | 
- | Decree 


790 Dr. 1 homas Jacomb's Funeral Sermon. 
Decree is accompliſhed according to the Law of Faith, the unchangeable Order of the 
Goſpel ; and that 1s, that Heaven ſhall be the Reward of the faithtul Servants of 
Chriſt ; not forthe true Deſert of their Service, but the moſt gracious and rich 
Bounty of God. The Angels of Glory cannot'from a Plea of Juſtice claim any Re- 
ward from God : For the Rights of Juſtice ſuppoſe ſome Equality between thoſe 
who reſpeCtively are obliged by them, tho not in all regards, yet fo tar as a certain 
common Rule makes them equal : But there is ſuch an immenſe diſtance between the 
Divine Majeſty and the higheſt Creatures, that there is no Foundation tor ſuch a Plea 
between tlrem. 

-: Beſides, ithe Duty of Obedience is abſolute : For all our natural Powers and ſuper- 
natural Strength are his Gifts, and were there no Reward aſſured to us, are to be 
faithfully employed in his Service. Now the Payment of a Debt cannot deſerve a 
Reward. Our beſt Services are blemiſhed with many Imperfections, and without the 
Mercy of the Goſpel that mollifies the ſtrictneſs of the Law, would make us liable to 

' Law, would make us liable to Puniſhments; God ſpares ws, as a Father ſpares his Son 
that ſerves him : Now Pardon and Merit are utterly inconſiſtent. And what Propor- 
tion-can there: be between our mean and ſhort Services, and tbe eternal weizht of Glory 2 
Even Martyrdom; which'is the moſt ſignal A& of Love and Obedience to our Re- 
deemer, the higheſt Advancing of his Glory, the moſt noble Teſtimony of his 
Fruth : when our Example works upon others, and engages them to Chriſt, and 
entitles us to a kind of Intereſt in all they do and ſuffer for his Name, yet even the 
laying-down our Lives is by infinite degrees below the Glory of Heaven, that is the 
promiſed Reward to it. 'T his St. Pax! teſtifies from his deliberate Judgment, I reckor 
that the Sufferings of this preſent time are not worthy to be compared with the Glory that 

- ſhell be _—__ in 5, From hence in Scripture the Reward is often expreſs'd by 
Mercy : The Apoſtle prays for Onefephorys, whoſe valiant Love in viſiting and ſup- 
plying him in the time of his Impriſonment, was ſet off 1lluſtriouſly by the Diſcou- 
ragements and Inconſtancy of others who neglected him ; The Lord grant to him that 

| he may. find Mercy of the Lord in that day. And we are exhorted to keep onr ſelves in 
the Love of God, looking fox the Mercy of our Lord Feſws Chriſt unto eternal Life. But 
althongh there is no Merit in our Service of the Reward, yet God has wiſely eſta- 
bliſhed an'Order and Conſequence between them, as the moſt conducing for his Glo- 
ry and our Good. For not only the ſuperabundant Mercy, but the Righteouſneſs 
and Truth of God appear with an eminency of Glory in this way of making us 
happy. The Promiſe of the Reward was from excellent Goodneſs, but the perform- 
i0g it to his faithful Servants is from his Juſtice and Fidelity. He was unlimitedly 
free, but having pleaſed with ſuch condeſcending Favour to make a Covenant with 
; Upon our ſincere Compliance with the Terms of it, he is obliged for the Honour 
of his Truth and Righteouſneſs to accompliſh 'it : though in ſtriftneſs he can owe 
nothing to us, . yet he is a Debtor to his Promiſe, From hence the Apoſtle ſaith, [ 
have fonght the good Fight, I have finiſhd my Conrſe ;, from henceforth there is laid up for 
me 4 Crown of Righteouſneſs, which God the righteous Fudge ſhall grve unto me. The Ho- 
nour of his Truth is ſacred and inviolable: Thus he is proclaimed 1n a ſtile expreſſing 
how glorious his Truth is, and how dear to hinz, The Lord thy God, he is God ; and 
the only Attribute that is annext is, the Faithful God, keeping Covenant and Mercy. At 
the laſt day he will be glorified not only as the free and magnificent Donor of all the 
Treaſures 'of Heaven, but as the God of Truth, who has fulfilled all the exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes made to his Servants. | 

And the Connexion: between our Duty and the Reward, has a powerful influence 
to. excite our ſincere and earneſt Endeavours to pleaſe God : *Tis the ſtrongeſt En- 
gagement to Univerſal' Santity and Obedience. For the Goſpel is an everlaſting 
Coyenant, and Condition of it is unalterable : Heaven is not promiſed as an abſo- 
lute irreſpe&tive Gift, but as a Reward Conſequent of Services. There can be no 
lively regular hope of future Happineſs, but according to the Revelation of God's 
Will, who gives it : The Accompliſhment of his Promiſe has a dependance upon our 
Duty... The Crown of Life is promiſed to thoſe 1hat Love God 3; and Love is the ful- 
filing of the \Law : If any one aſpires to that Dignity, he muſt from Love, which 1s 
the internal CharaGer and Diſpoſition of a Saint, obey and ſerve God. To preſume 
of obtaining our laſt and bleſſed End, without a diligent uſe of the means preſcribed 
in the Goſpel, is ſuch idle prepoſterous Folly that Men weuld be aſhamed of with 
re{pett to the gaining of temporal things. Can he that. ſows no Seed, expect a Har- 
veſt? or that plants no Vincyard, cxpect a Vintage ? Can a Merchant hope for rich 
Returns from a foreign Countrey, without trading thither ? And tis as vain to baye 

or 
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for the eternal Reward, without following Holineſs. The Preſumption is. heighten- 
ed and more fatal, when any ſhall think, if they are predeſtinated to Glory, they 
ſhall obtain jt without their beſt Diligence in making their Calling .and Ele&G;on ſure. 
This 1s to make a diametrical Oppoſition between the Decrees of God, and the Rex ;— 
cord of his Will in the Goſpel. Election is a Chain that reaches from Heaven to 
Earth, to draw Men from Earth to Heaven : It has intermediate Links that muſt not 
be left out. Between Elettion and Glorification the Faith and Obedience of the Go-; 
ye intervenes : The Apoſtle informs us, that we are .choſen to Salvation, through the. 
anitification of the Spirit and the Belief of the Truth. The Decrees of God are a ſe-+ 
cret we cannot dive into. We can diſcover what is ſecret only by what is revealed.z1 
our Election by our effeftual Calling, which is the infallible and ſenſible, Effe& of it. 
To lie down ſecurely in the ſecret Decree, negleCting to work out our own Salvation; 
is ſuch pernicious Sophiſtry, as can only be inſpired from the Father of Lies. . If 
ever ſuch a Thought is ſuggeſted, That if.I am ele&ed, I ſhall be happy though. 
careleſs of my Duty, chain it up, there is Folly and Frenzy in it. Heavens beſtow-. 
| ed as a Gift of his infinite Grace and Power, but according to the wiſe and immu-+ 
table Order ſet down in the Goſpel ; which is ſo far from leſſening. and obſcuring. 
the Glory of his Mercy, that it makes it more conſpicuous : For Holineſs, to which 
we are ſo ſtrictly obliged as preparatory for Heaven, is our moſt Divine Perfe&ti 
and qualifies us for the Enjoyment of God. 0s TOE, ny Hig 
| 2. The Excellence of the Reward is to be conſidered : He that ſerves me, him will 
my Father honour. Such is the Wiſdom and Equity of God in his moral Government, 
that he has by a graceful Order annexed Honour as the Reward to Virtne. The gene- 
ral Rule is, Thoſe that honour me, I will honour ; and thoſe that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lsghtly 
_ efleemed. There is ſuch a Majeſtick Beauty in Holineſs as commands the Eſteem and 
Aﬀe@ions of Men, unleſs they are prodigiouſly degenerate and corrupted by their 
Luſts. The Heathens were convinc'd that Honour is the extrinfick Tribute always due 
to Virtue; and ſome were ſo ſtrift and had ſuch Divine Thoughts as to maintain that 
Virtue is the only true Nobility. *Tis foretold in Scripture, The righteoxs ſhall be in 
everlaſting remembrance : They leave an honourable Evidence of their Graces and Vir- 
tues in their Works, and are of precious —_— when the Name of the Wicked ſhall rot. 
But the Reward our Saviour promiſes, is the Honour that comes from God only - And 
as his Majeſty infinitely tranſcends all Earthly Principalities.; ſo in proportion, the 
Honour that he confers upon his Servants is above all the Titles of Honour, all the 
ſwelling Praiſes of Men. This Reward is given in the next World. Here the Servants 
of Chriſt are ſometimes darkened with many Affliftions, and buried in ſad Obſcurity 
before they are dead ; They are the Objetts of Scorn and Contempt: St. Pau! who 
was an incarnate Seraphim, whoſe Zeal in the Service of his Divine Maſter exceeded 
all the Apoſtles, yet was, as he declares, vilified as the off-ſcouring of the World. 
Now ſuch is the excellent Goodneſs of God, that he will certainly in the next Life 
reward with the higheſt Honour all who have advanced his Honour. 
The Honour and Glory of the future ſtate is concealed at preſent, 'tis wrapt.up ina 
Cloud , only ſome glimmerings of it glance upon our Eyes: Light 3s ſowed for the Righ- 
feows, the plenary Revelation is hereafter. Tis true the Apoſtle tells us, tbat Lk 
and Immortality are brought to Light through the Goſpel - But that is ouly to be under- 
ſtood of a Comparative Revelation, to what was under the Law : *Tis brought to the 
Light of Faith, which is like to Break of Day, when the Shadows of the hand 
the Light of Heaven are mixt. There is a Veil between us and the Glory of Heaven, 
| partly to try our Faith, whether we will believe the Promiſe of God without ſenſible | 
| Diſcoveries of it; and to try the ſincerity of our Love, whether we love God for 
Himſelf, without the diſtin& unfolding of that excellent Glory : and to comply with 
the weakneſs whilſt we-are in ſuch temper'd Tabernacles of Fleſh. If the Beams of, 
his Glory were diſplay'd before our Eyes, we ſhould be ſtruck with blindneſs, as Sav/ 
was at the brightneſs of Chriſt's appearing to him: The Flood of Light would ſwal- 
low us up in Extafy and Amazement. Our faint Faculties cannot ſuſtain his Glorious 
Preſence. As God told Moſes, No Man can ſee my Face and live ;, oy ory tells Belie- 
vers, Now. we are the Sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be: Now our 


> E 


Names are written in the Book of Life, in the Rolls of Eternity ; now we are Adopted 
into the Line of Hcavenz now we are cloathed with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
the Royal Purple Robe dyed in his Blood ; we have the Priviledges of the juſtifie | 
State; we have a Right to the Eternal Kingdom by our Saviour's Purchaſe, and the firm 
Covenant of Grace ; we have the Holy Spirit of Promiſe, who 1s the care of our Inhe- 
ritance, and the Seal of God's Love to w: But the full partaking of that lory is. reſer; 
ved till we leave this viſible World: Kkkkk I wilt 
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_ Servants, enter into your Maſter's 


I will briefly glance at the ſeveral Degrees of the Reward that ſhall be conferred 
upon all whom the King of Glory delights to honour in the next World. 

1. The Scripture reveals, that #he Souls of juſt Mer firſt come? to the perſetion of Glory, 
If Adam had continued in his holy State after a ſhort Immortality upon Earth, he had 
been tranſlated Alive, and entire in Soul and Body, to Heaven : The everlaſting Doors 
had been opened wide for his Reception: But ſince our Diſobedience, though our 
Guilt be pardoned, the Gate is ſo ſtrait that the groſs Spoils of our Fleſh muſt be 
left' behind ns. Now immediately upon the diffolution of the Saints, God ſends a 
Guard of Angels, his moſt noble Creatures, to Convoy their Souls into the Conrts of * 
his Honour, into the Chamber of his glorious Preſence. Divine Dignity ! This is the 
priviledge of his choſen Friends and Favourites, of the moſt illuſtrious and bleſſed: 
Creatures. In Heaven the Divine Majeſty is ſeen in its Glory : And if one Ray of 
it,' refleding upon Suffering Stepher, adorn'd him with Angelical Glory, how much 
more will the Face of God moſt radiant and reſplendent transform the Soul into an 
aUmirable Similitude of his Perfe&tions 2 When we ſhall ſee him as he 3&, we ſhall be like 
him, by his ever-living Spirit, the Principle of the Divine Life and Beauty in the Soul, 
as the Soul is of the natural Life and Beauty in the Body. There will remain no ſha- 
dow of Error-in the Mind, no mixture of Evil in the Will, no Pollution in the Aﬀe- 
&tions;, but the fall Likenefs'of God in Holineſs and Joy. This is the higheſt Honour 
an immortal Spirit is capable of. The State of Innocence wherein Man was created 1s 


call'd a State of Honour : The Angels are dignified with the Title of Saints : And God 
1s glorious Int Holineſs : It follows therefore, when the Spirits of juſt Men are made per- 


Fe they partake of the Heavenly and Divine Honour. .If the Joy that ſprings from 


believing whilſt we are in this Vale of Tears be u»ſpeakable and full of Glory, how 


glorious is the Joy that ſprings from the cleareſt Sight and the moſt intimate Fruiti- 


on of the bleſſed God, the Joy that is without defe& or end? as the Pfalmiſt ex- 
prefles, I» thy Preſence 3s fulneſs of Joy, at thy right Hand are Pleaſures for evermore. 

2. At the laſt day their Bodies ſhall be raiſed and refined to a Spiritual Excellency, 
and transformed into the Likeneſs of Chriſt's glorious Body. The Apoſtle declares, 
That the Conſummation of the Saints Glory ſhall be at Chriſt's Appearance. Then 
their Souls ſhall be reinveſted with ſhining Robes of Immortality : They ſhall be 
placed at the right Hand of the everlaſting King, which implies the higheſt Honour, 
as God's being at our right Hand, implies ProteQion and Defence : They ſhall then 
receive a moſt glorious Teſtimony of his Acceptance, Well done, good and Jong 

Foy : After they are approved, they ſhall fit upon 
Thrones, and judge the World, even the Prince of Darkneſs with all his Apoſtae 
Trains ;, they fhal give. their ſolemn Suffrages to the Judgment pronounced by our 
Saviour, ſaying, Hallelnjah, Salvation, and Glory, and Honour, and Power unto the 
Lord our God ; for true and righteous are his Judgments. Add after the laſt A of 


. his Regal Office, our Saviour will lead them into the Kingdom of his Glory to reign 


with him for ever and ever. Who is able to unfold this excettent Glory ? all Hu- 
mane Words are unworthy and too narrow to expreſs it ; only the lively and raviſh- 
ing Experience of that Glory can fully reveal it to us. The meaneſt Saint in that 
Kingdom ſhines in Glory that infinitely exceeds all the moſt ſolemn and magnificent 
Repreſentations of an Earthly Majeſty, all the Trophies and Triumphs of the moſt 
yoo Conquerors. To raiſe our Thoughts by a diſtin&® Compariſon of them, 
conſider, : 

The Glory of Saints is ſubſtantial and ſolid, 'tis inherent in them. The Apoſtle 
ſays, Tis a Glory that ſhall be revealed in ws : A plenary Infuſion of all glorious En- 
dowments bcth in Soul and Body ſhall conform us to the Son of God. - The Glory 
of this World is but an airy Opinion, a verbal Sound without Subſtance, empty Ti- 
fles, external Appearance, and confers no real Dignity to the Perſon that receives 1t. 
There is no Greatneſs in worldly Honour : 'Tis Fancy heightens ſome by, compariſon 
with thoſe that are below them. But Heaven is the Kingdom of true Glory, and 
every Saint there is truly glorious. The Pſalmiſt declares God's Judgment of all the 
Honour and Proſperity of the World : As a Dream when one awakes, ſo O Lord, when 
thou epgrefe thou wilt deſtroy their Image. They are painted Shadows, ſplendid Toys. 


| What difference there is between the clear and ſound Judgment of a Perſon through- 


ly awake, and the vain fugitive Fancies of one that dreams, there 1s, and much more 
bens the ſwelling Images of Worldly Honour, and the real Heavenly Honour of 

the Saints. 
"The Heavenly Glory brings entire SatisfaCtion. As for me, ſaith David, I will behold 
thy Face in Righteouſneſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake with thy Likeneſs, hoo the 
| | MOTNINg 
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Morning of Glory ariſes, and the Soul awakes from the heavy Eye-Lids. of Fleſh, 
and ſees the King of Spirits in his Beauty, and the Impreſſion of the Divine Excel- 
lencies conſpicuous in it ſelf, what a joyful Satisfaction, as ſweet as Life, is diffu- 
ſed through all its Powers > What a Heavenly Sabbath compoſes all its vaſt and reſt- 
leſs Deſires? The Glorified Saint ſings with. the Pſalmiſt, . Return to thy Reſt, O my 
Soul, for the Lord has dealt bountifully with thee. But how unſatisfaCtory is all ſecular 
Greatneſs and Honour ? Of this we have the fulleſt Teſtimony from ſome who aſcen- 
ded to the top of Worldly Glory : Solomon whoſe calm and flouriſhing State was ſcarce 
ever parallel'd, yet declares that all was Vanity. And the Roman Triumphs, wherein 
the World was repreſentedin its higheſt Glory, was but an empty Shew : Veſpaſear the yam ut mens 
Emperor in his triumphant way often reflefted upon his Folly in being indug'd to. perdiemveris 
ſuffer ſuch a tedious Vanity. 'Tis true the dreaming Minds of Men are deceived arora 
' with vain complacence in it for a while, and this makes them unwilling to be dormiar, its 
convinc'd of their fooliſh prizing it ; yet they. cannot find any ſolid true Satisfafti- filisnodene 
on : They are charm'd with a ſuperficial Pleaſure, that cannot reach to the Center L8.x. 4 
of the Soul. ; |  Opiſic, Det. 
To ſumupall, The Honour of the Servants of Chriſt is Eternal: They will ſhine © an 
like the Stars, that never faint in their Watches and Influences, with a durable Glory. 
But the Glory of this World, like a blaze in Straw, preſently vaniſhes: not one Ray 
of ſecular Glory ſhall enlighten the higheſt Monarchs, in the ſhady Vally of Death, 
nor in the Regions of Darkneſs beyond it. HT es 
The proper and main uſe of what has been ſpoken, is, .. 8 .. . + 
'1. Todire& our Ambitious Deſires and Endeavours to ſeek Heavenly Honour. 
Nature has inſtilled the Deſire of Praiſe and Glory : And this is like-ſome Plants that 
in their native Soil have a poyſonous Quality, but tranſplanted into-another Soil and 
Climate, are not-only innocent, but healthful. Pride ruin'd both Worlds : The An- 
gels were expelled from Heaven, and Adam from Paradiſe for their Pride. And ever 
fince'tis a ſeminal Sin produQtive of innumerable Evils and Miſchiefs : Pride of Life is 
one of the great Corrupters in the World : "Tis the cauſe of Envy and Emulation : Of 
Envy that would degrade thoſe that are above ; of Emulation that urges thoſe who 
are below by any guilty means to aſcend higher : *Tis one of thegreat Deſtroyers of 
Men here and hereafter. The Aﬀe&ion of the Praiſe of Men makes ſo many aſhamed 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, of owning its Truths, or ſubjecting themlclves.to its pure Rules. 
This Account is given of the Infidelity of ſome in our Saviour's time, they ſought the 
Honour of Men, and not the Honour that comes from God only. Butlet the Deſire of Glo- 
ry be &bnſecrated, let our Aſpirings be tranſported to a new and Heavenly Objed, to 
the Incorruptible Crown, and 'tis a Saintly Ambition-becoming the Breaſt of a Chri- 
ſtian. The changing of the Obje& will be an excellent means torettify, our inordinate 
Deſire of Honour, of what is pompous and ſpecious.in this World. There is ſome 
Reſemblance in curing the Diſeaſes of the Mind, and thoſe of the Body, A 
Diſeaſe is not only cured by what is manifeſtly contrary, but ſometimes by. what 
ſeems like to it, yet has a ſecret Contrariety. The feveriſh Heat is not only ſpent by 
cooling Julips, but by Cordials that fortify the natural Heat that conſumes thoſe. Hu- 
mours that are the inflamable Matter which foments the Fever. Thus the ſenſualDeſire 
worldly Honour is extinguiſh'd by a pure Xthereal AﬀeCtion, the Deſire of that: Ho- 
nour that comes from the:Gad of Glory, who is the abſolute and eternal Fours 
tain of Honour. | foe 0 Dot emet 5. cen affair 
2. Let us be effeQually excited to - chooſe Chriſt for our Maſter, :and devote jaw 
ſclves to his Service for ever. Tho his Dominionis Supreme, and-.his Right in us una- 
lienable, yet he will be glorified by our free Obedience: Our Reſolution-and Conſent 
to ſerve him, that it may be acceptable, muſt. be deliberate, intire, and everlaſting. 
1. Deliberate from the Convi&ion and Senſe of our Duty and: Intereſt : . For.the 
Ignorance and Deception. of the Mind, the ſuddainSurprifal of the Will is contrary 
to-that clear Conſent that is requiſite to eſtabliſh a Covenant. . ,, - 
There is a Competition between the: Son of God, and the God of this World, who 
ſhall reign over us : One we muſt ſerve : 'tis therefore our higheſt Wiſdomto chqoſe 
a gracious Maſter, and moſt juſt to ſerve him who by full Right, may claim, due Ser- 
vice. If with free Judgment we ponder things, if our carnal Senſes and Paſhons . 
have not the decifive Vote, we ſall readily yield our ſelves to Chriſt, who. by.ſo- 
many dcar Titles has a Right in us: For to this end Chriſt dyed, and roſe, and revi- 
wed, that he mieht be Lord both of the dead and of the living. He is the true Vine | 
that lett his Sweetreſs , the good' Olive that left his Fatneſs to. reign over ws; | 
and ſhall we chooſe the Bramble to domineer ? | He requires our Service not for 
Kkkkk 2 | his 
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his Profit, but that his Love and Bounty may take a riſe to reward us: But Satan 
will torment them moſt who are moſt obſequious to him : And what Charm, what 
Impreſſion upon the Humane Mind can induce us to prefer a Murderer before our 


2. Our Conſent muſt be intire, without exception againſt any of his Laws, or his 


- Providential Will, and any Reſervation of our own Luſts and Appetites. He has 


told us, No Man can ſerve two Maſters; for either he will hate the one, and love the 


| other ;, or elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other, The Commands of Chriſt 


and Satan are abſolntely inconſiſtent : Obedience to the one 1s direft Rebellion 
againſt the other. We may not capitulate with him, and think by ſome good Works 
to compound for our Exorbitancies, and that ſtriftneſs in ſome Duties will excuſe our 
Indulgence-of ſome Sins: He will not accept of bankrupt Obedience, but ſtridtly re- 
quires the payment of ſincere Obedience to all his Commands. | 

' The Apoſtle expreſſes our univerſal Duty in aftive and paſlive Obedience to: 
Chriſt; Nome of #s liveth to himſelf, no Man dyeth to himſelf; for whether we live, we 
live -unto the. Lord 5 and whether we dye, we dye unto the Lord, whether therefore we 
live or dye, we are the Lords : That 1s, our Lives muſt be employed 1n his Service, and 
our Deaths be at his Order and Diſpoſal. Is the external acknowledging of him, 
and a ſpecious Homage worthy his moſt precious Sufferings ? Can his Death ex- 
cufe our Diſobedience > Can his Sufferings that purchas'd his Dominion to Rule us, 


procure a Licence for us to rebel againſt his Commands? Such a Thought is Blaſphemy. 


; : y 
And our Conſent muſt be entire ; that is, we muſt ſerve him with all the freedom 
and force of our internal Faculties, with all the diligence of our outward: Members, 


with all poſhtible induſtry to advance his Glory. Tis not the empty Title of Lord, 
nor the performing ſome ſlight Obſervances that will pleaſe Chriſt. The Com- 
mands of the Goſpel frequently urge us to be fervent in our Heavenly Calling, IE 


ſeek the Kingdom 
ftrait Gate : Fake f 


of Heaven, and the Righteouſneſs thereof : Strive to enter mn at t 
e Kingdom of Heaven by Violence : Work out your own Salvation with 


fear and AY. * Abound in the Work of the Lord : Be rich in good Works: Add to 


Faith Virtue, to Virtue Knowledge, and every Grace in'degrees of Eminence: Give alf 
Diligence to make your Calling and Elefion ſure : We mnſt walk circumfpeFHly and 
exatly becoming the Digmity and Purity of our high and holy Calling. We have many Du- 
ties to perform, many Sins to ſubdue and mortify, many Graces to perfe&t, and 'the 
moſt intent application of Mind, the moſt zealous induſtry is requiſite for ſuch great 
Ends. By Diligence and Culture our Souls will be as fruitful Gardens abonnding 7: the 
Fraits of Righteouſneſs : but if we areremilſs and careleſs, they will be barrer as the 
Sands of Africa. We ſhould with as much Teal and Vigour ſerve Chriſt as ever'we 
ſerved our Luſts, thoſe imperious Exa&ors of our Time, and Strength, and Aﬀe&i- 
ons. 'Tis the Proportion St. Pax! enforces, As you have yielded your ; Kong Servants 
and Weapons to Uncleunneſs, ſo yield your Members Weapons and Servants of Righteouſneſs. 
_"'Bnt how many that have made a Trade of 'Sin, are as careleſs in Religion as if it 
were alight Recreation ? How many pleaſe themſelves with a Mediocrity im Religion, 
and pretend if they be but ſaved, they are content : They do not aſpire to excellent 
degrees of Glory, nor to higher degrees in the favour of God, and are Inke-warmand 
remiſs in his Service, preſuming what they do will be ſufficient to ſecure their Souls : 
'But was ever any Perſon ſo deſerted of Reafon, that in Worldly Trade when he 
__ gain a hundred Pounds he is contented with ten ? Beſides this Diſpoſition 
an Fo nr is of one that principally defires Heaven, to eſcape Hell: and all that 
he does Religionlly is the effett of ſervile Fear, which is no Saving Grace : For were 
it-not for the terrible Puniſhment, ſuch a Perſon would ſecurely commit the Sin. 


Briefly, asthe Lord Chriſt Þys ſav'd ws to the uttermoſt, we ſhould ſerve him to the ut- 


_'Earneſtneſs ſerve him on Earth as he is ſerved i 


in ipſis 
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ſt : "We ſhould with fach Alacrity and Diligence, with ſuch willing Hearts and 
n Heaven : If we had the Powers of 
the Angels, yet qur Service would be ſhort of our Obligations. 

3- Onr Service of Chriſt muft be upon firm Principles and permanent Reaſons to 
our Lives end. Sometimes there are Defires and Reſolutions kindled in the Breaſt, 
and the Carnal Paſſions below ſo violently as to quench them. Like ſome Curſed Wo- 
men, that by violent 'Potions deſtroy the living Conception in their Bowels. Others 
in the Sunſhine of Proſperity will adhere in Profeſſion to Chriſt, but when Storms 


| ariſe, they withdraw themſelves. Others begir in the Spirit, run well for atime, but 


end in the Fleſh. Our Saviour has ſpoke the doom of all ſuch, No Mar having put his Hand 


parickdium fa- to the Plough, and looking back, is fit for the Kingdom of God : He is not worthy the Ho- 


nour of being Chriſt's Servant, and he will quickly find the fearful Ing = 
| ilt's 
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Chriſt's Rejeaion 1n the next World. We read of Shimes, that upon Solomon's con» 
fining him to Jeraſalerm, with the threatning of Death if he went forth : Ard Shimei  Kiog. 2. 31. 
ſaid to the King, The Saying is good - As my Lord the King hath ſaid, thy Servant will 
do. What an eaſy Conftinement was it to remain inthe Holy City,where all the Tribes 
came twice a Year, and when they returned left their Hearts behind them : It ſeems 
to be a Priviledge and Favour rather than a Puniſhment. Yet a petty Intereſt drew 
him out, and for the Violation of his Promiſe he loſt his Life, ' This is a repreſenta- 
tion of thoſe who tor Temporal Reſpedts deſert the Service of Chriſt; violate their 
Promiſes to him, and leave the New Fernſalem, the City of the Living God. Our Sa- 
viour will accept of none into his Service but upon his own Terms; Whoever will be 
#y Diſciple, let him take up his Croſs and follow me. Who would not be ambitious to 
be the Copy of ſuch a Divine Original > We ſhould rejoyce if call'd forth toſharp 
Tryals for his Name, as having an occaſion to give the cleareſt Teſtimony of out 
Superlative Love and intire Fidelity to our Bleſſed Lord. razil 
To conclude the Argument , Let us be perſhaded to dedicate our ſelves wholly 
to the Service of Chriſt, and tolive according to our Dedication. This ſhould be the 
carly a& of the reaſonable Creature ; for is it equal to put him off with the Reliques 
of the World to whom the Firſt-Fruits, the beſt of all we are and have is due? But 
if we have been careleſs of our Duty, let us not any longer. defer to make a yoluntary 
Conſecration of our Lives to his Glory : Remember that Life is but a Spas breadth, 
our opportunity of ſerving Chriſt is ſhort, and the omiffion of it is irreparable. What 
is there to recommend a Service tous, but is to be found n the Service of Chriſt ? 'Tis 
the moſt honourable Service, whether we conſider the Divine Majeſty of our Maſter, 
who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords : The Quality of our Fellow-Servants, the 
Angels of Light, and the Glorified Saints, who are the Princes of his Court, and the 
Heavenly Nobility : And the nature ef the Work that is ſublime and excellent, be- 
coming an Intellectual Soul, that is Spiritual by Nature, and Dirvine by Grace. 
'Tis the moſt ſweet and eaſy Service : This will ſeem incredible to thoſe who judge 
of the Delights of the Spirit by the Principles of the Fleſh. In this Senſe alſo, the Car- 
nal Man nnderſtands not the things of the Spirit : Who can diſcoverthe Pleaſtite of Mu- 
ſick to one that was born Deaf ? or deſcribe the Light of the Sun to one that wasey 
Blind? who can ſee a Taſte? The Truth 1s, the Life of Carnal-Men has the appes: 
rance of Joy, but not the reality : And the Life of the Saints has a gl Mela 
cholly appearance, but has an inward cordial Joy incomparably above all the yain 
flaſhy Delights of the World. A Carnal Man. that ſerves divers Luſts and Pleaſures, is Juflifti Domi- . 
ſometimes rack'd and vex'd betwixt contrary Paſſions. Every Laft has a'ſecret Stim _ or 
with its Honey. And as the corrupt Heart is its own Tempter, ſo the guilty Conſcience 5omnisinord- 
is its own Tormenter. Beſides the fearful apprehenfion of what ſhall follow inthe next _ animus 
World, whenthe revenging Juſtice of God, and the cruel Malice of Satan ſhalt concur *'* 
to make the Sinner miſerable, is ſufficient to poyſon the ſweeteſt Pleaſures of Sin. But 
_ the Life of a Saint is regulated by a Law that is always at Union in its ol, He lias 
Divine Afliſtance to cnable him to perform it. His gracious Maſter will pardon bys Ini- 
firmities. The Content of Conſcience, the Joy ofthe Holy Ghoſt, that rewards onr Daty 
here, far exceeds all the Severity and Difficulty that the Carnal Nature complains of in 
obeying the Divine Law. The Yoke of Chriſt js truly eaſy, and his 'Barthen traly light. 
His Service is the moſt profitable : He will prote&, maintain, ahd everlaſtingly-re- 
ward his Servants. Is there any Maſter forich, ſo liberal, fo faithful as Chrift'? How 
often do the Slaves of the World complain that they have ſpent themſelves in vain ? 
AS Jacob reproached Labar, Thou haſt deceived me, and changed my Wages ten times; {0 
may the Worldlings ſay, whoſe Hopes have beenoften charm'd with the ſpeciousPro-. 
miſes of the World, and deluded in the end. Dear bought Experienceat laſt cohvinces 
them of their woful Folly, in ſeeking for Happineſs where it was not t0 be found, 
and negleCting to ſeck it where it was. Butthe Servants of Chriſt have atthe preſent 
their Fr:it unto Holineſs, and in the end everlaſting Life. The Service of Chriſt. here, 
is Freedom, Victory, Empire, and hereafter a triumphant Felicity. Ts 7 
I ſhall now addreſs my ſelf to the preſent Occafion, whichis topay our laſt ſolemn 
Reſpetts to the Memory of the Reverend-Dr. Thomas Facomb : who was fo untverſal- 
ly known, eſteem'd, and beloved in this City, that his Natne-is a noble and” laſting 
Elogy. I ſhall not give an account of the time he ſpent in Cambridge, where-he was 
Fellow of T7ini!y Colledge, and worthily eſteemed in that flouriſhing Society :+But con- | 
fine my Diſcourſe to his Miniſtry in London. Here the Divine Providence :diſpoſed 
him into the Family of a Right Honourable Perſon, to whom he was defervedly 
very acceptable, and whoſe real and moſt noble Favours conferred upon him, were 


only 
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only to be equalled by his grateful and high Reſpetts, and his conſtant Care to pro- 
mote ſerious Religion in her Family. 
He was a Servantof Chriſt in the moſt peculiar and ſacred Relation : And he was 
true to his Title, both in his Dofrine and in his Life. He was an excellent Preach- 
er of the Goſpel, and had a happy Art of conveying Saving-Truths into the Minds 
and Hearts of Men. | | ; : 
He did not entertain his Hearers with Curiofities, but with Spiritual Food : He 
diſpensd the Bread of Life, whoſe vital Sweetneſs and nouriſhing Virtue is both pro- 
dudtive and preſervative of the Life of Souls. He preach'd Chriſt» Crncified, our only 
Wiſdom and Righteouſmeſs, San@ification and Redemption. His great defign was to con- 
vince Sinners of their abſolute want of Chriſt, that with flaming Aﬀections they 
might come to him, and from his Fulneſs receive Divine Grace. This 1s to water the 
Tree at the Root, whereby it becomes flouriſhing and fruitful ; whereas the laying 
down of Moral Rules for the exerciſe of Virtue, and ſubduing vicious Aﬀections, with- 
out direfting Men to derive Spiritual Strength, by Prayer, and in the uſe of Divine 
Ordinances, from the Mediator the Fountain of all Grace, and without repreſentin 
his Love as the moſt powerful Motive and Obligation toObedience, is but purePhi- 
 loſophy, and the higheſt effe of it is but unregenerate Morality. In ſhort, his Ser- 
mons were clear, and ſolid, and affe&ionate. He dipp'd his Words in his Soul, in 
e warm AﬀeCions, and breath'd a Holy Fire into the Breaſts of his Hearers : Of this 


many ſerious and judicious Perſons can give Teſtimony who fo long attended upon 
- his Miniſtry with delight and profit. 

His conſtant Diligence in the Service of Chriſt, was becoming his Zeal for the Glo- 
ry of his Maſter, and his Love to the Souls of Men. He preach'd thrice a Week whilſt 
he had Opportunity and Strength. He eſteemed his labour in his ſacred Office both 
his higheſt Honour and his Pleaſure. 7 

At the firſt appearance of an Ulcer in his Mouth, which he was told to be Can- 
cerous, he was obſerved to be not much concerned about it, than as it was likely to 
hinder his Preaching that was his delightful Work : and when he enjoyed Eaſe, and 
after waſting Sickneſs, was reſtor'd to ſome degrees of Strength, he joyfully return'd 
to his Duty. Nay, when his Pains were tolerable, Preaching was his beſt Anodyne 
when others fail'd : And after his Preaching, the refle&tion upon the Divine Good- 
neſs that enabled him for the diſcharge of the Service, was a great relief of his Pains. 

His Life was ſuitable to his Holy Profefſion. His Sermons were Printed in a fair 
and lively CharaQer in his Converſation. He was an Example to Believers, in Word, 
in Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. : 

He was of a ſtaid Mind, and temperate Paſſions, and moderate in Counſels. In 
the managing of Afﬀairs of Concernment, he was not vehement and confident, not 

 Impoſing and over-bearing, but was receptive of Advice and yielding to Reaſon. 

© + His compaſſhonate Charity and Beneficence was very conſpicuous amongſt his other 
Graces. His Heart was given toGod, and his relieving beneficent Hand to the living 
Images of God, whole preſſing wants he reſented with tender AﬀeCtions, and was 
very inſtrumental for their Supplies. 

And as his Life ſo his Death adorn'd the Goſpel, which was ſo exemplary to others, - 
and ſo gracious and comfortable to himſelf. The Words of Men leaving the World 
make uſually the deepeſt Impreſſions, being ſpoken moſt feelingly,” and with leaſt Af- 
fectation. Death reveals the Secrets of Mens Hearts : And the Teſtimony that dying 
Saints give, how gracious a Maſter they have ſerved, how ſweet his Service has been - 
to their Souls, has a mighty Influence upon thoſe about them. Now the Deport- 
ment and Expreſſions of this Servant of Chriſt in his long languiſhing Condition, 
were ſo holy and heavenly, that though his Life has been very uſefnl, ye he more 
glorified God dying than living. 

When he was ſummoned by painful Sickneſs, his firſt Work was to yield himſelf 
with reſigned Submiſftion to the Will of God. Whenadear Friend of his firſt viſited 
him ; he ſaid, 1 am in the uſe of Means, but I think my appointed time js come, that [ 
muſt dye : If my Life might be ſerviceable to convert or build up one Soul, I ſhould be con- 
tent to live, but if God hath no work for me to do, here I am, let him do with me as he 
pleaſeth : But to be with Chriſt is beſt of all. Another time he told the ſame Perſon, 
That now it was viſible it was a determined caſe. God would not hear the Prayer, to bleſs 
the means of his Recovery, therefore defired his Friend to be willing to reſign him to 
God, ſaying, It will not be long before we meet in Heaven, never to part more, and there 
we ſhall be perfeFly happy, there neither your Doubts and Fears, nor my Pains and Sorrows 
ſhall follow us, nor our Sins, which is beſt of all, After. a long continuance in h ql 
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and refreſh all our Sorrows. The truth is, we have reaſon to. lay to Heart the 
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guſhing Condition without any ſenſible Alteration, being asked -how he did, he re- 
plied, 1 lie here, but get no ground for Heaven or Earth : Upon which one ſaid, Yes ir 
your Preparations for Heaven, O yes (aid he, there I ſenſibly get gronmd I bleſs God. 

An humble Submiition to the Divine Pleaſure was the habitual Frame of his Soul: 
Like a Dye that thrown high or low, always falls upon its Square : thus whether 
hope of his Recovery were raiſed or ſunk, he was content in every Diſpenſation of 
Providence. 

His Patience under ſharp and continuing Pains was admirable. The moſt difficult 
part of a Chriſtian's Duty, the ſublimeſt degree of Holineſs upon Earth, is to bear 
tormenting Pains with a meek and quiet Spirit. Then Faith is made perfe@ in Works : 
and this was eminently verified in his long Trial. His Pains were very ſevere, pro- 
ceeding from a cancerous Humour, that ſpread it ſelf in his Joynts, and preyed upon 
the tendereſt Membranes, the moſt ſenſible Parts, yet his Patience was invincible. 
How many reſtleſs Nights did-he paſs through without the leaſt murmuring or Re- 
Iuctancy of Spirit. 


He patiently ſuffered very grievous things through Chriſt that ſtrengthned him; and 
in his moſt afflicted Condition was thankful. : 

But what Diſeaſe or Death could diſturb the bleſſed Compoſure of his Soul, which 
was kept by the Peace of God that paſſes all Underſtanding, Such was the Divine Mercy, 
he had no Anxieties about his future State, but a comfortable Aſſurance of the favour 
of God, and his Title to the Eternal Inheritance. 

He had a ſubſtantial double Joy, in the refletion upon his Life ſpent in the faith- 
ful Service of Chriſt, and the Proſpe&t of a bleſſed Eternity ready to receive him. 
This made him long to be above. He ſaid with ſome Regret, Death flies from me, I 
make no haſte to my Father's Houſe. But the wiſe and gracious God, having tried his 


faithful Servant, gave him the Crown of Life, which he hath promiſed to thoſe that love 


him. His Body, that poor Relick of Frailty, is committed in truſt to the Grave, H:s 
Soul ſees the Face of God in Righteouſneſs, and & NI with his Likeneſs, 

The Hope of this ſhould allay the Sorrows of his deareſt Friends. When the Per- 
ſons we love and have lived with, are to be abſent a few Months, itis grievous, but 
at the laſt lamenting Separation, all the Springs of our tender AﬀeQions are opened, 
and Sorrows are ready to overwhelm us. But the ſtedfaſt Belief of the Divine World, 
and that our Friends are ſafely arrived thither, is able to ſupport our fainting wg, 
pleaſure of God, and our own Loſs, when his faithful Miniſters are taken away. 
When the Holy Lights of Heaven are Eclips'd, it portends ſad Things : When the 
Saints are removed from Earth to Heaven, their Souls freed from the interpoſition 
of their dark Bodies, they truly live, but we that remain, dye, being deprived of 


their Holy Lives, their Examples, that are a preſervative from the Contagion ofthe * 


World. A due Senſe of God's affliting Providence is becoming us : But always al- 
layed with hope of our being ſhortly reunited with our deareſt Friends for ever in 
the better World. O that our ſerious Preparations, our lively Hopes, and the Pre- 
ſence of the great Comforter in our Souls, may encourage us moſt willingly to leave 
this lower World, ſo full of Temptations and Trouble, to aſcend into the World 


Above, where perfe& Peace, full Joy, and the moſt excellent Glory are in Conjun- 
Ction for ever. 
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To the Right Worlhipful, 
And his much Honoured Friend, 
Sir HENRY ASHURST, Baronet. 


\& & © 
Our Noble and Conſtant Kindneſs to Mr. Baxter Living, and your Honour- 
able Reſpe& to him Dead, have induced me to inſcribe the following Me- 
morial 0 7: to your Name. He was moſt worthy of your higheſt Eſteem 
and Love, rl r ft Tapraſle tons of "Heaven 1; tvere"int Reading bis 
unvalued Book of the Saints Reerting Reſt. This kindled a mutual AﬀeFion 
in your Breaſts : his Love was LL Wren, © and Exciting you to ſecure 
roant, pop: and og to him. 


lace e of Jt 
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tain ls a dear and I mg Senſe ; = in 7. dyin Tow that you had Teen 
the beſt ſt friend be ever had. He has finiſhed his 2 ark and received his Crown : 
His Name will ſhine lon onger thap 6a nv ſes holy = 

I cannot omit the mentionin?, i M; Boyle and Mr. Baxter, thoſe incompa- 


yable P ear Fonds died guithyn a ſhort ſpace of 


s in thggr ſeveral, 


bne anot papged\rl the Contemplation f th Defign and Ar- 
chite(t! "and made rare diſc iſcoveries in theJyſtem of Nature : 
net for Curiſity and cu yo p admire and adare. the PerfeFions of 


per 


the Deity in the Var I eat y-4bil mArblOs Jive of the Creatures that 
comp ſe 5 pi great Univerſe, Daxter was converſant jn the inviſible World : 


bis Min ed od d- mr. ement of the Di- 
vine A Sopretol ] Joth, aft ah. 6. Hl Favour 


and Image of God. They are now admitted into the inlightned and purified Society 


above : where _ _ & mes of the Divine Wiſdom. are laiq_ open, and by one 
glance of ak Qt m_ Ars WED Corpus and Wonile ful Works of 


God in Heaven YL FAT than the moſt diligent Inquirers can do here, in a thou- 


| ſand years Study, though they bad the Sagacity of Solomon, By the Light of 


Glory, they ſee the face of-God; and-are ſatisfied-with his likeneſs for ever. 
'Tis t high honour to you, that Mr. Boyle and Mr. Baxter ſhould by their Eaſt 
Will nominate you cn_ their Executors. It was the Saying of a Wiſe Roman, 


Malo divi Augufti judicium, quam beneficium. I had rather have the Eſteem 


of the Emperour Auguſtus than his _- for he was an underſtanding Prince, 
and his Eſteem was very Honourable to a Perſon. That two who ſo excell d in Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs, ſhould commit to your Truſt the diſpoſal of their Eſtates for the 
Uſes of Piety and Charity, is a more noble Teſtimony of their Eſteem of your Pru- 
dence and inwiolable Integrity, than i f they had bequeathed to you rich Legacies. 

It 1s a Ft action to me, that I have complied with Mr. Baxter's deſire in 
$reaching his Funeral Sermon, and with yquts in Publiſhing it. I ſhall unfeignedly 
recommend your ſelf, your excellent Lay, and virtuous Chuldren, to the Divine 
Mercies : and remain, with great Reſpe#, S 1 

Your humble and Binh Servant, 


"vr liam Ba tes. 


LUKE xxiii. 46. 


And when Jeſus had cried with a loud Voice, he ſaid, Father, ito thy Hands j 
| _ commend my Spirit. I 


HE Words are the Prayer of our Blefſed Saviour. in the Extremity of his 
* Paſhon. His unrighteous and implacable Enemies had nail'd his Body to 

the Croſs, but they had no power over his Spirit, that was ready to ke 

its flight to the SanfAtuary of Life and Immortality. This dying Prayer of 
Chriſt 1s a Pattern for ſincere Chriſtians : He has inveſted them with the Relation of 
Children of God ; and authoriſes them by his Example, to commend their departing 
Spirits to his powerful Love. The obſervation I ſhall unfold and apply, is this: 


Tis the Priviledge of dying Saints, to commend their Spirits into the Hands of their 
Heavenly Father. | p 


In diſcourſing of this, I ſhall, 


FE. Conſider the Foundation of this Priviledge. 
IT. Shew what a bleſſed Priviledge this is. 
IE. Apply 1t. 


_ The Foundation of this Priviledge is to be confider'd. This is built upon two 
ings: | - 

I. The Relation of God to the Saints. 

2, His PerfeQions joined with that Relation. 


I. The Relation of God to the Saints. The Title of Father is upon ferveral Ac- 

counts attributed to God. | _ 
(1.) He is a Father by Creation : O Lord, thou art our Father : we are the Clay, thou w.cg = 

art the Potter, we are the Work of thine Hands. He formed Man's Body into a Maje-. 
ſtick Figure, becoming his original State, being Lord of the lower World. Butin a © 
peculiar manner he is ſtiled the Father of Spirits : they have a near Alliance, andRe- 
ſemblance of the Father of Lights, in their inteKeual Powers, and their immortal 

| Nature. From hence it is, the Angels are called the Sons of God : They are the eldeſt Job 
Off-ſpring of his Power. Adam has the Title of the Sor of God. And ſince the Fall, Luke ;: 
Men are called God's Offspring. There is an indelible CharaQer of Dignity engraven 
in the reaſonable Nature by the Hand of God. But fince Man turn'd Rebel to his 
Creator Sy Father, this endearing obliging Relation aggravates his Rebellion, but 
gives him no Intereſt in the Paternal Love of God, of which he has made a deadly 
Forfeiture. Tis threaned againſt ignorant perverſe Sinners, He that arade them, will 
0t ſave them. 2, 


+ (2.) Upon the account of external Calling and Profeſſion, there is an intercurrent 
Relation of Father and Sons between God and his People. Thus the Poſterity of 


Seth are called the Sons of God : and the entire Nation of the Jews are ſo ſtiled ; Wher Ge. 6 | 
Iſrael was young, 1 called my Son out of Egypt. And all that have received Baptiſm, Hoſe tt. . 
the Seal of the holy Covenant, and profeſs Chriſtianity, in this general Senſe may 


be called the Children of God. But 'tis not the outward Dedication that entitles Men 
to a ſaving Intereſt in God, unleſs they live according to that Dedication. There 
are baptiee Infidels, as well as unbaptized. . How many every day fall as deep as 
He!l, whoſe hopes were high, on the account of their external Chriſtianity. 
(3.) God is @ur Father upon a more excellent Account,by Renovation and Adop- 
tion. The natural Man is what St. Pal faith of the voluptuous Widow, dead while* 
he lives. There is only a Ceflation of ſpiritual Acts, but an utter incapacity to per- 
form them : he cannot obey nor enjoy God. Now the renewing of Man is called a, 
. Regencration, Our Saviour tells Nicodemw, Verily I ſay nnto you, _ « Man be 
born acain, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. The reaſon of t Expreſſ- 
on is, becauſe there is a new Nature, ſpiritual, holy and heavenly, communicated,” 
diffrent from the carnal, polluted and earthly Nature, derived from the firſt Adaw. 
And as the Rclation of a Father reſults from the communicating a vital ative 
Principle to another; in that- kind of Life like his own : ſo God by making us Par- 


takers of « Divine Niture, of bis Life and Image, is ſtiled our Father : Of bis own Jim. 1. :. 
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Will beaat he us, with the Word of Truth, And we are ſaid, fo be born again, not 0 

corruptible Szed, but incorruptible, by the Word of God, which Iirveth and abideth for 
ever. By the Divine Influence, the' Word of God implants in them ſuch Quali- 
ties and Diſpoſitions whereby they reſemble God, are holy, as he is holy, in all man- 
ner of Converſation. They are called godly, as they are like-him im their Minds, Af- 
feftions and Aftions. And to ſuch God has the Heart and Eye of a Father, to 


PG. 103. 13. Tegard and relieve them in all their Exigencies. Like as a Father pities his Children, 


Gal. 4. 


Row. $. 15, 


ſo the Lord pities thews that ſcrue him. 


We are alſo the Children of God by Adoption. This heavenly Priviledge 1s ob- 
taicſd far us by the meritorious Sufferings of Chriſt, ang is founded in our Union 
with. him. God ſent his Son, that be might redeem them that were under the Law, 
that they mizht receive. tht Adoption of Sons. For his fake we are not only pardon- 
ed, but preferr'd to this Heavenly Dignity. 'Tis worthy of Obſervation, that the 
Degrees of our Redemption mentioned in Scripture, have annex'd to them parallel 
Degrees of our Adoption. Thus when 'tis ſaid, We are redeemed from the oy Li | 
the Law, 'tis added, That we might” receive the Adoption of Sons. When 'tis ſaid, We 
are freed from the ſervile Spirit of the Law, it follows, We have received the Spirit of 


. Adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. And the Apoſtle tells us, That the Re- 


demption of our Bodies from the bondage of Corruption, into the glorious Liberty of the 


' Sons of God, is our Adoption, that is the manifeſtation of it before all the World. 


John 1. 12. 


Gal. 3. 6. 


John 20. 17» 


Rom. 8. 3. 
Heb. 1. 5. 


Ifa. 53: 


Heb. 3- 


Heb. 
Heb. 2. 


Pial. 119. 


Our Adoption is founded in our Union with Chriſt. A Member of Chriſt, and 
a Son of God are the ſame : Tis therefore ſaid, As many as received him, to then 


gave he Power, or Priviledge, to become the Sons of God, even to them that believe on 


his Name. And ye are all the Sons of God, by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. This is the vi- 
tal Band of our Union with Chrift, and inveſts us with his Relation to God. 
When he was to leave the World, he ſends this comfortable Meſſage to his Diſci- 
ples; Go tell my Brethren, I aſcend to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God. His Relation has the precedence in Order, Dignity and Canfality, He is 
God's own Son, in a ſenſe infinitely high and proper to himſelf : To which of the 
Angels ſaid he at any time, Thou art my Son, to day have T begotten thee £ The ſublimeſt 
Prophet breaks forth with Wonder, Who ſball declare his Generation ? Tis above our 

apacity and Conception. It becomes us to acquieſce in what the Scripture reveals. 
He is the eternal Word and Wiſdom of God, the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory. 
Thijs is the, moſt fit Compariſon : for as Light is produCtive of Light without any 
diminution ; ſo the Eternal Father communicated his Efſence to the Son. In ſhort, 
God is Chriſt's Father by Nature, and God by Diſpenſation ; he is our God as the 
Author of Nature, and our Father by Adoption. 


Before I vr en iS fit to obſerve the Excellence of the Evangelical Adoption 
1 


above the Civil Adoption among Men. 
- (T.) Adoption is a legal Aft in imitation of Nature, for the Comfort of thoſe 


who are-without Children. But God had a Son, the Heir of his Love and Glory. 


His adopting Love heightned by confidering our Meanneſs and Vileneſs : we are 
but a little breathing Duſt, worthleſs Rebels. The Apoſtle cries out in a rapture of 
Admiration and Joy, Behold what manner -of Love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, 
that we ſbould be called the Sons of God! If we conſider the natural Diſtance betweert 
God and us, as he 1s the Creator, and we are the Works of his Hands, *tis truly in- 
finite 5 but the moral Diſtance between the holy righteous God and the guilty 


' Polluted Creature, is, if it were poſſible, more than infinite * Love inconceivable! 


That releaſes us from Bondage, and adopts us into the Line of Heaven. If we ad- 
mie any thing of this World in compariſon of it, 'tis a fign we have no ſhare in | 
this Priviledge. | 

(2.) Civil Adoption conveys no Praiſe-worthy Qualities into the Perſon that is 
adopted. A King may adopt one to be his Son, and the Heir of his Kingdom,- but 
cannat endow him with a Royalty of Spirit, with ruling Wiſdom, with Juſtice and 
Equity, Clemency and Bounty, with Magnanimity and Fortitude, that may qualify 
hjm to manage the Scepter. The adopted Prince may be of a low ſordid Diſpoſition, 
a Slave ta his vile Luſts, and deſigning to enſlave others. But all the adopted Sons 
of God are divinely renewed ; they are purified from defiling and debafing Luſts, 
and are-adorn'd with all the Graces of the Spirit, that God is not afiamed to be cal- 
Led their God and Father, nor Chriſt aſhamed to call them Brethren. Now from this 
ſpecial Relation and Intereſt of God in the Saints, there is a ſure Foundation of 
their Truſt in his ſaving Mercy. David addreſſes himſelf to God for his preſer- 


vation from imminent Danger, I am thine, ſave me + AS if his miſcarrying would be 
a Loſs to God, who had fo dear a Propriety in him. LW. | | 
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I come now to the ſccond thing that encourages the' praying Faith-of the Saints 
when they leave the World, to commend their Souls to him; His Perfe&tions joine 
with bis Relation : His Loye inclines, his Truth engages, :and-his Power enables him 
to bring them ſafely to Heaven. _ Toy uid <0 oem tut, Tab 

1. His Love. This is the brighteſt Ray of the Deity,-the firſt .and:cleareſt No- 
tion we have of God. St. John tells us, God is Love. His Love chnnot be fully 
expreſs d by the deareſt Relations and AﬀeCtions in Nature: The Relation of Pa- 
rents, as 'tis moſt deeply implanted in Nature, fo it implies the moſt cordial, ſtrong 
and tender AﬀeCtion. But as Gad is infinitely greater and better [than reatthilyi Pa- 
rents ; {p he cqually excels them, as in his Abilities, ſo in-his good Will to his Chit- 
dren. Our Saviour dite&s us, Call no Man Father upon Earth, for ones your Father, 
which is 1n Heaven + The Title and Love of a Father is peculiar to- him,» Our Savi- 
our argyes, If you that are evil, know how to give good things to younChildren, how 
much more ſball your heavenly Father to thoſe that ask\bim £ The Infereiide erica 


not only from the Divine Authority of the Speaker, but from-the native:Perſpicui 
of the Things : for the Love of an earthly Father is but.an'Infuſiont into his 'Brea! 
trom the heavenly Father, and but a faint reſemblance of his Love.” The: Eove of 
a Mother is more tender and endearing than of a Father : Even a fearful Hen will 
fly upon Death, to preſerve its tender Brood from the Nevourer. :| Yet the'Love 
of God to his Children far excels it. Can a Woman forget her ſuckingCbild.? What 
Heart, what Marble is in her Breaſt ſo incompaſitonate' ind unrelentmg;; as: to neg- 
lect her helpleſs Infant ? She may, but, ſaith God, \ 1 will newr forget thee:\' The: Sera- 
phims, thoſe bright and unperiſhing Flames, are but. faint: and cold;'in edmparifon 


of God's Love to his Children. {41 «| ven 
'Tis obſervable how the Love of God to them expreſſes it ſelf in all the' Notions 
| of Propricty and Precioufneſs, to make 1t more ſenſible to-us. » Flaty are ſtiled his Exod. rg: 

Treaſure, his Jewels, the moſt precious _u of his Treaſure, :the Jewels: of his Crows, od ko 

that are the richeſt Jewels. Now will. be throw away his Treaſure, or faffer the © * 
cruel Enemy to rob him of his Jewels? Will he not take: then into-his:ſafe\Cuſtq- 
dy 2 'Tis to be obſerved, that-the Eſteem and Aﬀedtion of'Gad principally: refpets 
the Souls of his Children : Their Souls have an original *Affnity with him in their 
Subſtance as Spirits: and being borr again of the Spirit, they are Spirit yn'their Di- 
vine Qualities and Endowments, and more endear'd to. him than by their firſt Alli- 
ance. His tender Care to preſerve them, will be correſpondent to:his Valuation 
and Love, | . £7 "> wp ;nn I I 
| Moreover, the Condition of departing Souls : affords another Argitment-of reli- 
ance upon his Love ; for they leave this viſible World, with all their Supports -and 
Comforts ; they are ſtripp'd of all ſenſible Securities : And 'will -he-keave'them fa- 
therle(s in ſuch a forlorn and deſolate State ? His Love is expreſsd by: Merep; Com- 

paſſion, Pity, melting Aﬀettions, that are 'moſt tenderly moved whenThe beloved 
Objed is in Diſtreſs. Our Saviour propounds an Argument for dependance'upon 
the delivering Love of God, from the Exigence of his People; Shall nat:God dali- 
ver bis own Ele&, the Deſignation of Love, who cry day and night to him'9 Fe will 
| do it ſpeedily. Love is never more ardent and adtive- than 1n' times :of:Dilſtreſs. 
Therefore when his dying Children are deprived of all ther Hopes'andDependance 

upon Creatures, 'and fly to him for Prote&ion and Relief, will henot.) 


| JjHIOENIE | 


mournful Requeſts, and grant their fainting Defires ? Whentheir-earthlyT a 
cles are ſo ruinous, that they are forc'd to diſlodge, will the Love of a heavenly:F 
ther ſuffer their naked Souls to wander in the vaſt Regions of he other World, ſeeking 
Reſt, and finding none ? Certainly he will bring them into his reviving Preſence. -If 
Divine Love be ſo condeſcending, that the high ard lofty One that. inbabits Eternity, 16. 57- 
dwells with the humble and contrite Spirit, to revive the Spirit of the Humble, when they 
are confin'd to our lowly Earth, we may be affur'd, when that Spitit-ſhall be deve- 
ſted of Fleſh, he will bring it to Heaven, the Temple of his Glory; to'bewith him 
for ever. 'Tis greater Love for a'King to lay aſide his'State, and: dwell'in a mean 
ottage with his Favourite, than to receive him into his' Palace, and communicate 
© him of his fich Abundance. *Tis another moſt comfortable Conſideration, that 
the Love of God is unvariable towards his Children : His Lave' is the'fole' moving | x 
Cauſe of our filial Relation to him : Of his. own Will he begat ws by the Word of Truth. 
His Sovcraign free Love was the Principle of his elefting any to the Dignity of be- 
11g his Children: this Love- is as unchangeable as free.z and Ele&ion that proceeds 
from it, is as unchangeable as his Love. What can induce him to alter his Aﬀe- 
ion towards them 2? For ſuch is the perfeftion of his Knowledge, that he” can'ne- 
ver 
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Rom. 8, 


ver be ſurprized by a ſudden new Event, that may cauſe a change in his Mind 
and Will. He foreſaw all the Sins of his People, with their provoking Aggravati- 
ons. Now if the forefight of them did not hinder his electing Love in its riſe, can 
they fruſtrate its end, the bringing of them to Glory ? | 

Beſides, we may argue from what his Love has done for his Children, to what 
he will do : He has given his Son and Spirit to them, the ſureſt Signs of his Love, 
if we conſider the unvaluable Excellence of the Gifts, and the Deſign of the 
Giver. .: {73 * 

- The Son'of God is the moſt excellent Gift of his Love, as undeſerved, as he wag 
undefired: 'And from hence the Apoſtle argues, He that gave his Son for us all, how 
much more will he with him give ws all things * Bleſſed God ! What richer Evidence, 
and more convincing Demonſtration can there be of thy Love 2 W:l/ he not with him 
give ws all things e The Inference is dire& and concluſive, with reſpett to temporal 
and eternal Things. He will give to his Children in the prefent World, whatever 
his Wiſdom, in conjunftion with his Love, ſees good for them. To illuſtrate this 
by a low and familiar Inſtance ; If a Mother beſtows upon her Daughter rich Jewels 
for her Martiage Ornaments, will ſhe deny her Pins to dreſs her? And we may as 
ſtrongly argue, that with his Son he will give us eternal Bleſſings. Will he give us 
the Tree Life, and not permit us to eat of the Fruit of it? What was the deſign 
of his Counſel and Compaſſion, in giving his Son to be a Sacrifice for us, but to 
reſtore us'tohis Favour? The Apoſtle reaſons ſtrongly, If when we were Enemies, we 
vere reconciled to God by the Death of his Son, much more being reconciled, we ſhall be 
Javed by his Life. He has paid our Ranſom, and revers'd the Sentence of Condem- 
nation againſt us; and it invincibly follows, he can more eaſily accompliſh our Hap- 
pineſs in Heaven.. If Love juſtify a Sinner, 1t will glorify a Saint. 


. -. And as the Gift of the Son, ſo the moſt precious Gift of the Spirit to God's Chil- 


dren, to make them holy and heavenly, is the moſt certain ſign of his Love to them. 
The: Apoſtle in the fulleſt Expreſſion ſpeaks of it ; God who rs rich in Mercy, for his 
great Love wherewith he has loved ws, even when we were dead in Sins, quickned ws to- 
gether with Chrift : By Graze we are ſaved. Sandification is the effe&t of rich Mercy, 
great ' Love, and ſaving Grace. The Children of God are ſeal'd by the Holy Spirit 
to the Day of Redemption : that Seal diſtinguiſhes them from the obſtinate and 
polluted: World, and ratifies the conveyance of eternal Life to them. The Spirit is 
ſtiled the Earnei? of the Izheritance. His dwelling in the Saints by his ſanQifying 
and comforting Operations is an Earneſt of their dwelling with God in his SanQu- 
ary above. From hence the Apoſtle propounds a ſtrong Argument to aſſure the 
Saints, upon their leaving this World, of their reception into Heaven ; Now he that 


Bath wrought ws for the ſelf-ſame thing, is God ; and the Almighty always obtains his 


End : wha hdth alſo given ws the earneſt of his Spirit. Holineſs is the Morning-Star of 
the great Day ;- Grace is the Preparative and Aſſurance of Glory: For altho the 
Saints are in themſelves mutable, and while there remains Corruption within, and 
a tempting World without, are liable to falling away, yet the free and powerful 


| Love of God that revived them when dead, will preſerve them living ; that which 


raiſed them from the Grave, will prevent their relapſing into it. The Gifts of God 
are:without Repentance. How triumphantly does the Apoſtle expreſs his Confidence, 
Who. ſhall ſeperarate ws from the Love of God 2 Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecu- 
tron, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or Sword 2 Thele are the moſt powerful Ter- | 
rors that the perverſe World;-in combination with the Devil, can make uſe of to 
conſtrain us to deſert the Service of God; but they are vain. Nay, in all theſe things 
we are more than Conquerors, | through him that loved us : For I am perſwaded, that nei- 
ther Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things preſent, 
mor Things to come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any other Creature, ſhall be able to ſepa- 
rate ws from the Love of God, that is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. This bleſſed Aſſurance 
of the Apoſtle, is not rais'd from his extraordinary Priviledges, nor from the appari- 
tion: of: Arigels' to him, nor his rapture to Paradiſe, nor ſpecial Revelations, but 
fromthe Love-of God in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, that everlaſtingly embraces all his 
Chndren.; Briefly, in that God has given his Son to die for us, and his Spirit to 
live-in us, his Son to purchaſe and prepare Heaven for us, his Spirit to prepare us 
for Heaven, a dying Saint may with bleſſed Tranquility commend his Soul into 
God's Hands. _ | 

[ have more particularly conſidered the Fatherly Love of God, what a ſtrong Se- 
curity it affords to his Children, that he will never leave-.them, in that no Point 
requires and deſerves more Confirmation, and weight of Argument to preſs it down 
into our diſtruſtful Hearts. 2. The 
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2. The Divine Truth \ affords a ſtrong Security to = Children of God, to com- 
mend their Souls to him at laſt. Truth is an Attribute as effential and dear to God 
as any of his Perfeftions. And in the Accompliſhment of our Salvation, he ordet- 
ed all things becoming to his Wiſdom, that is for the illuſtration of all his princi- 
pal Attributes, and accordingly defi on'd the Glory of his Truth equally with the 
Honour of his Mercy. Thus he declares to his choſen People, Know therefore that Deut. 7 9. 
the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth Covenant and Mercy, with 
them that foes hine, and keep 'bis Commandments. The Attribute that is ſer next to the 
Deity, as moſt ſacred, is the faithful God 5" and that further expreſs'd,: keeping Cove- 
nant and Mercy ; for he delights in fulfilling his Promiſes, as in the freeſt Ads of 
Mercy. The Pfalmift breaks forth with the affeQionate Praiſes of theſe Attributes; 
1 will worſhip towards thy holy Temple, and pra je e thy Name for thy loving Kindneſs and Pal. r 38. 2. 
thy Truth : for thou haſt ma onified thy Word above all thy Name. His Word here i -_ 
mediately ſighifies his romile, that has its riſe from his loyingKindneſs, and” its | 
formance-from his Truth.” This he magnifies both with reſpe& to- the matter'vf his 
Promiſes that are exceeding great and precions, and the fulfilling them above all 
that we can ask or think: God! 'cannot repert or lie ; his Counſels are unretraftable, 
from the Tmmutability 6f his Nature; his? Promiſes are infallible, from his F idelity: 
they 27 2s unchangeable as the/Sun and Stars in their appointed Courſes : nay; more Jer. 3b 35. 
ſtablethan the Centre's for | Heaven wrd Earth ſpall paſs away, but nota. tittle of Pro- 
miſty, and' our Hopes be unfulfilled. If the Frame”bf Natine were 'diffolved, it 
would be no loſs - to 3 God, who is glotjous avd Dleffed th His own PerfeRivis.: but 
If Promiſes fail, the Honour of his” Truth would: be impai'd'antblemiſld.” The 
Plaltmiſt faith, Thoſe that know thy Name, Wang fiſt in thee'? Thoſe who know the 
Creatiire, its Levity; Mutability and Mortality, w be diſcourag' d from” truſting i in 
it 3b thoſe who know the eternal Confhancy of God in his Nature and Pronues, 
ſecurely rely upon him. * 
Now the Promiſes, the Declarations of God s' Love; ' without which we cannot 
have any ſolid and ſuſtaining Hope in our Death, affure us 'of -God's receiving the ſe- 
perate Spirits of his Children. /-There was a conſtant dearneſs;\tho not"'in that de 
| eg 'of DA ht as 'fince the' dppeartnce of Chriſt, of the Happineſs of-the departed 
nts Ying Javb, reaks forth with a lively Hope ; 0 Lord, Fhave waited for thy Gen. ag. 18: 
ali Tho he kill 'me, Jet will T Eby * him : that is; for his Alrhi hey 
Mercy mn ho next State. The Palaſt expreſſes his Confidence, T, hou wilt enide me Pi. 13. 24: 
by th Connſel, antl receive me int thy Glory,' 'Aﬀter the ſafe condutting 'hitm'thro' a 
World of Troubles and Temptations, he' would bring'| kimt to Bedven, a Place of: 
equal Putity and Gloty,' David" when he was in” tel Peril,' addrefſes- to God, 
Trbo'thy Hd, T cotrmi my Spirit,” tobe * Srofrd oi a$ a precious Depofitum s tho Plal. 31. 5 
bs Ker fron? me, O'Lord ( of Trath- His Aſſurance is bitilt”on God's Right and 
Title to! pin, Thaw haſt vidioutat: »e; and'his everlaſting Fidelity; ''The Apoſtle 
ks with fall: aſſurince, | We "brow that if onr- earthly Houſe of this Tabernacle be diſs 2 Cor. x. 1. 
olvel "pe have a Dnildinig »f God eternal in the Heavens. And; we are confident," f Ja ' $1 
wbBer- to be abſent” from "he Body, and preſent ent with the Lord. St. Peter" encourages 
Chriſtisns when ſurrounded with Death, to bommrit their Souls" v0' bins - Whirefdre'l et i Per. 4 1 
theae) FRut ſu ffer according ft the Will of God: | Commit 1he-Fees ng of their Souls to bim int 
» as whto\'a y ag Creator. '- He: ericoura th rhem to encounter/Death i mn. 
formidable. , "by "confideting' cheitSouls ſhall 'be Gfe- fortever, 1 
it of God's Rich 7 Ne Intereſt in"thein* > his Fidelity the his an ori- 
tf Fin in hogw'by: the firſt Oreation, 4s'they ure intelle@ual immortal Spirits in 
tire,” bur' nearer and more” ſpeeril "Rite by a new 'andinobleri Creation, 
the are ceneiſea Spirits/-made 1ke'to hint in his Holineſs;' the moſt Diyine Per- 
FeAHion5"'The Relation of" Creator® finplics [&68ſhipotent Love; and the Attribute 
of Faithful, his eternal Love 'dedlar@ im his Promiſes.” There'can"neverbe the leaſt 
eanſ& #6 charge him with: Infidterity or Tneonſtaricy,” The Favour of Gbd 6 bond vi s. 
about the Rig beoue ® « Shield Ard bis Faithfalneſs is round vt him; that he isal- p.y bo. 
Ways uae to. perform his Promiſe to them. _T hey may ſafely 1 ruſt the Worth of 
their Souls, and*the Weight of Eternity with him; "who has faid, be will never Yeaue 
. them, nor forſake them, . 
Beſides, the Promiſe of Rewards the obedient Children 'of God, 'is foci! " nct 
only by his Fidelity, but the dedlard Equity 6f his Proceedings in his final :Jade- 
Youth Tis a Regality inveſted" n*the Crown bf Heaven ro Uiſpenſe Rewards : 
Whoever comes to God, muſt believe that: he is, "and that he'lit a Rewarder of thews that 14.1. 6 
Aaligetly ſeek hinr. His Being and rewarding Bounty are the Foundations of Relt- 
| $190. 
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gion. Tis true, ſuch is the Diſtance between God and the Creature, and the cter- 
nal Obligations of it to God that it can challenge nothing from God, as due to its 
Merit. Juſtice unqualified with Bounty and Clemency, owes nothing to the mot 
excellent Obedience of the Creature ; though innocent. But flince the Fall, our beſt 
Works are defeftive and defiled, and want Pardon ; and our heavielt Sufferings are 
/ , but light in the Ballance, againſt the exceeding Weight of Glory, But the Apoſtle 
| tells the Theſſalonians, It is a righteows thing with God to recompenſe Iribulation to 
them who trouble you : and to you who are troubl * 8 reſt with us. Conſider them in the 
Compariſon ; 'Tis becoming his governing Juſtice to puniſh the unrighteous Per- 
ſecutors, and reward his faithful Servants who ſuffer for his Glory. Now the pre- 

ſent Life, is the Day for our Work, as our Saviour faith, 1 maſt do the Work of him 

that ſent me, while 'tis called to Day + And at Death, the Spiret returns to God that 
gave 3t, in order to Judgment, ether fatal or favourable, according to the Tenor of 

Rom. 2, Mens good Works, and the Deſert of their bad. The Promile is t0 them, who by 
patient Continuance in well-doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, they 

fhall obtain eternal Li%. Our Saviour encourages his ſuffering Servants, Be faithful 

to the Death, and I will grve you the Crown of. Life. The compleat Reward is reſerved 

to the great Day of univerſal Reaperirs, when the Sons of God by Regenerati> 

Luke ac, 35. ON, ſhall be the Sons of a glorious Reſurrection. - But the righteous j udge will giye 


a preſent Reward-at the end of the Day, to all that with unfainting Perſeverance 


——— . 


| Ma. 20.9: have perform'd his Work. Our Saviour tells us, that all who. wrought in the Vine- 


yard, receiv'd their Rewards i» the left Hour of the Day : The Parallel is inſtruftive; 
that when the Night of Death comes, the Reward will be diſpens'd. There is a 
Law recorded concerning the paying Wage to thoſe who were hir'd, that it ſhogld 
Dent. 24. 15. be in the end of the Day ; that it ſhould not 'be detain'd al! Night with thee watil 
the Morning. The Allufion is very PONgrucuy, that God will fulfil his own Law.to 
his Sons that ſerve him. The Reward ſhall-not abide with him the long dark In- 
terval, the Night, wherein. their ' Bodies ſleep in the Grave, till the Morning of 
the Reſurretion. Our Saviour promiſed the dying Penitent, Tb dy ſbelt. thou be 
with me in Paradiſe, The End. of our Faith is immediately attended with the Saloe- 
tion of the Soul : The Labour of Faith. being. finiſh'd, 1s produttive of the beati- 
| fick Viſion in the State of Light and Glory. | 'The: Sym is, That the Children of 
God who have by conſtant Converſation fincerely endeavoured to pleafe and glorify 
him, may with an entire Reſignation' commit: their, Souls; to Iys Hands, as-if an An- 
gel were ſent from Heaven to them in their dying Agonies, with the comfortable 
Meſlage, that they ſhould preſently be with God. ... | |, by: ant 
3- The Divine Power, in Conjun&tion with Love and Truth, is the Foundation 
of our ſecure Dependance upon God in our laſt Hours. This Conſideration is. ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for our ſure Truſt ':' For Love without Power is ineffeQual,. and. 
Power without Love of no comfortable Advantage to us. The Apoſtle: gives'ithis 
+ Tim. x, Teaſon of his chearful and. couragious. Sufferings-in+the Service of, God, For I know 
_ - #n whom I have believed, and am perſmailed  he..is. able; to keep-what 1. have commited to 
him, till that Day, His Faith reſpe&ted the Promiſes of God copcerning his Salvatir 
on,. which are infinitely ſure, 'the-Divine Power being alſufficient to. ,fulg] them. 
The'precious Depoſitum that is committed to..his dear Care, he can and, will pre- 
ſerve inviolate. The Father of ſincere Believers, Is the Lord of Fever and Earth, 
who by his Word, without the leaſt ſtrain of his Power, made the World, and;pre- 
ſerves it- from falling into Confuſion,.; 'Tis the Eſſence of Faith, to aſſure. us. of 
God's Almighty Mercy, to all that/;have--the true CharaQters/of. his Children, chat 
are;qualified for his -Salvation.-' Our /Redeemer joins the two. Relations ofoxr Fe 
ther -and our God ; the gracious and the'glorious Relation are inſeparable., Now-the 
Love of our heavenly. Father engages ithe Power of our God, that we ſball want 
nothing to ſecure our Happineſs, that is withim the Objxet of Omnipotence. ,__ 1 
- I ſhall inſiſt no further upon the Conſideration 'of the Divine Power, becauſe it 
will return under ſome of the following Heads of Diſcourſe. 4 Tor 


1H. The: Bleſfednefs of this Privitedge is to be unfolded. This will, appear by 
conſidering, | CE | 
Firſt, W hat is the Depoſitum, the Thing that is intruſted in God's Hands. 
Secondly, What is implied in his: receiving of it. To & aid yd vt 
In Anſwer to the: firſt z 'Tis the. Soul, the more excellent and immortal Part of 
Man, that is commended to God's keeping. CDT 
r. Tis 
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1. 'Tis our more excellent Part in its Nature and Capacity. Man is a compoun- 
ded Creature, of a Boily and a Soul : the Body in its Original and Reſolution is 
Earth ; the Soul is of a divine Deſcent, a ſpiritual Subſtance, and in the Nobility 
and Perfe&tions of its Nature, but a little lower than the Angels : "tis the vile Body, 
but the precious Soul. ee Mevitrucs '. 

In its Capacity it incomparably excels the Body 5 for the Body lives and moves 
in the low Region of the Senſes, that are common with the Worms of the Earth , 
but the Soul in its Underſtanding and Deſires, is capable of Communion with the 
bleſſed God, of Grace and Glory. From hence it 1s, that' the' whole World can't 
make one Man happy», for the Ingredients of true and compleat Happineſs are the. 
PerfeCtion and Satisfation of the Soul..” The Apoſtle tells us,” The leſs & bleſſed of the 
greater. Can the World bring Perfe&ion to Man, that is 'fo:incomparably ſhort of 
his Imperfe@ion? Our Saviour aſſures us, the Gain of the whole Warld on og ave 4 
the Loſs of one Soul. There is a vaſt Circuit in our Deſires, and'all the Lines-termi- 
nate in the Centre of Blefſedneſs. Can the World give fincere Satisfation to them ? 
Solomon who was as rich and high as the World could make him, has teft an ever- 
laſting Teſtimony of, the Vanity of tranfient Things, from his' experimental Obſer- — 

_ vation, and the DireQion of hs Holy Spirit : So he begins'and ends his Sermon, x..c ;. 
Vanity of Vanities, all is Vanity ; ſo vain and vexing, that we ſhall not'only berweary :. & 1». 8: 
of them; but of this Life, wherein we uſe them. Can'the Creature make us happy, EccteC. «. 7, 
when their Emptineſs, and Anguiſh annex'd to it, ' makes our Lives miſerable? The 
World cannot ſatisfy our narrow Senſes : The Eye is not ſatisfied with ſeeing, nor the 
Ear with heqring,' much leſs the infinite Defires of oar ſupreme Faculties. - Thoſe 
who are'now-inchanted with its Allurements, within little while will ſee through 
ts falſe Colours. As when one awakes, all the pleafant Scenes of Fancy: in his 
Dream vaniſh ;' ſo when'the Soul is awakened in the End of Life; *he World and the 

Laſts Hero por away, and the remembrance of therh.'- oo oo 
"  Tſhall add further ; What tGlearer Evidence cin we have of the worth cf the Soul; 
than from God's Eſteem, the Creator of it P, Now when God foreſaw' the Revolture 
of our firſt Parent, that brought him under a' doubte Death in one Sentence, tern- 
poral and eternal, and that all Mankind was deſperately loſt in -hini, rhen his com- 
paſſionate Counſels were concerning his Recovery : 'His Love:and Wiſdom accor- 
ded to contrive the Means to accompliſh our Redemption, by the Death of his in | 
carnate Son : We are not redeemed with Silver and Gold, 'but with the precious Blood , pa... 
of Chriſt, as a Lamb without ſpot and blemiſh. Of what value is a Soul in God's ac- 
count, that he bought with his own Son's Blood, the moſt ſacred Treaſure of - Hea- 
ven? We may ſay for the Honour of our Redeemer and our own, that which the © animz ! 
Hogets cannot, we were ſo valued by God himſelf, that his Son became Man, and <e* ©. me 
_ died on the Croſs for the Salvation of our Souls. ' I ſhall only mention another Evi- egy. 103: 
dence ahd Effe& of God's valuation of our Souls, the eternal Weight of Glory, which 
exceeds all the Thoughts of our Minds, and Defires of our Hearts. : What are all the 
Kingdoms and Pleaſures of the World, in ore of that Blefſedneſs God has 
prepar'd for thoſe who love him £ Now the Soul that is ineſtimably precious, and. 
ſhould be moſt dear to us, is ſecured. from Danger, when received by God's Hands. 
2. 'The Soul is our immortal Part. -\ The Body is compounded of jarring Princi- 
ples, frail and mortal: A Caſualty or Sickneſs diffolves the vital Union, and-it-falls 
to the Duſt. © But the Soul is 'a Spirit by Nature, and immortal by its inherent Pro-. 
perty. Its ſpiritual Operations perform'd without the miniſtry of the Senſes, ( the 
Eye of the Mind contemplates its Obje&ts, when the Eyes of the Body are clos'd ) 
demonſtrate its fpiritual Nature : forthe Being is the-Root of its working, and con- 
ſequently that it exiſts independantly upon the Body : But of this we have the clear- 
eſt afſurance in the Scripture. This is another Demonſtration thatpreſent T hings 
cannot make us happy, for they forſake us the firſt ſtep we take into the next World, 
| and then the Soul enters into Happineſs or Miſery equally eternal. The Immorta- 
lity of the Soul, and the Immutability of its State, are inſeparable then ; for the 
preſent Life is the time of our Work, the next is of Recompences according to our 
Works. If we die in the Lord, the Conſequence is infallible, we ſhall live with him 
for ever : If we die in our Sins, we ſhall not be received by his merciful Hands, 
but fall into his bottomleſs Diſpleaſure. And of what concerniment is it to haveour 
Souls with God in that infinite and incomprehenſible Duration ? All the Meaſures of 
Time, Days and Weeks, Months and Years, and Ages, are (wallow'd up in that in- 
viſible Depth, as the Rivers that pour into the Sea, are ſwallowed up without any 
overflowing of its Waters, The Dove that Noah let out of the Ark, as a Spy to dil 
Mmumummm | cover 
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cover whether the Deluge was abated, found not a Place to reft on 5 brit after ma- 
ny Circuits in the ; Air, it returned to the Ark. If our Thoughts take wing, and 
multiply Millions of Millicns of Ages, we cannot reſt in any Computation, for there 
remains after all an entire innumerable Eternity. Ms - 

Secondly, 1 will conſider more particularly what is contained in this bleſſed Priyi- 
ledge. The reception of the Soul into God's Hands, implies three T hings. 

1. Entire Safety. 

2. Heavenly Felicity, | 44 ; s 
3. Tis a-cettain Pledge of the reviving of the Body, and its reunion with the 

- Soul in the State of Glory, Pn” | oO 

x. Entire Safety. After Death the ſeparate Soul of a true Believer immediately 

_ paſſes through the airy and Ethereal Regions to the higheſt Heaven, the Temple of 
God, the native Seat and Element of bleſſed Spirits. The Air is poſleſs'd by Satan 
| with his Confederate Army, who are Rebels to God, and Enemies to the Souls of 
Epheſ. 2 Men: he is ſtiled the Prince of the Power of the Air - He often raiſes Storms and Tem- 
peſts, diſcharges Thunder and Lightning, the woful Effets of which are felt in 
the lower World. The Numbers, the Strength, and the Malice of the evil Angels to 
the Souls of Men, render them very terrible : We may conjecture at their Nun | 
Marks. ber, from what is related in the Goſpel, that « Legion poſſeſs d one Max. They are 
| ſuperiour Spirits to Man, and tho ſtripp'd of their moral Excellencies, Holineſs, 
Govpdnels and Truth, yet retain their natural Power at leaſt in great degrees. Their 
Malice is unquenchable. 'Tis {aid of the Devil, He goes about like a roaring Lion, ſeek- - 
img hom he may devour. All the Joy thoſe malignant Spirits are capable -of, is 
the myvolving the Souls of Men in their deſperate Calamity. And tho they know 
their oppoling 'God will increaſe their Guilt and Torment, yet their Diligence is 
equal to their Malice, to ſeduce, pervert and ruin Souls for ever. Now when the 
Saints die, all the Powers of Darkneſs would, if poſſible, hinder the aſcenſion of 
their Souls to God. What David complains-of his cruel Enemies, -is applicable in 
this caſe, Their Souls are among Lions ; and if deſtitue of Divine Preſervation, * the 
Danger would be the ſame; as if a little Flock of Lambs were to encounter 
with a great Number of fierce Lions,- or fiery Dragons. Anger ſets an edge 
npon Power, and makes a Combatant but of equal Strength to overcome. How 
dangerous then would the Condition be of naked Souls, oppos'd by over-match- 
ing Enemies, armed with Rage againſt them ? How eaſily would they hurry them 
= Fara. the Den of Dragons, the Priſon where loſt Souls are ſecur'd to the Day 
of Judgment | . S 

But all the Potentates of Hell are infinitely inferiour to God : they are reſtrain'd 
and tortur'd by the Chains of his powerful Juſtice : a Legion of them could not en- 
ter into the Swine without his permiſhon, much leſs can they touch the Apple of bis 

Eye. That black Prince with all his infernal Hoſt cannot intercept one naked Soul 

Jotn is, from arriving at the Kingdom of Glory. Our Saviour afſures us, Nowe is able to pluck 
them out of his Father's Hands, The Lord Chriſt our Head and Leader, having van- 
quiſh'din his laſt Battel on the Croſs, Principalities andPowers, made his trinmphant 
Aſcenſion to Glory : Thus his Members having overcome their ſpiritual Enemies, ſhall 
by the ſame Almighty Power be carried through the Dominions of Satan, i the fzht 
of their Encmies, (tormented with the remembrance of their loſt Happineſs, and envy 

that humane Souls ſhould partake of it) to the Place of God's glorious Reſidence. 

I ſhall alſo obſerve, that as the Lord is a God of Power, ſo he is a God of Order, 
and uſes ſubordinate Means for the accompliſhment of his Will. Onr Saviour 
has reveal'd, that the Angels tranſport the ſeparate Souls of the R ighteousto Hea- 
ven : Thoſe glorious Spirits, . who. always behold the Face of God, ſuch is their ex- 
a& Obedience to him, and /perfe& Love-to his Children, that they diſdain not to 

Mat. 18. 10, Protea his little ones in this open State. They 'rejoyce at the aa 6: of Sinners, at 
their firſt entrance into the Way of Life, and with tender watchfulneſs encompaſs 
them here, never withdrawing their prote&ting Preſence, till they bring them to 
their celeſtial Country, and reſign their Charge to the Lord of Lite. How ſafe are 
the departed Saints, when convey'd through Satan's Territories by the Royal Guard 
of Angels that excel in ſtrength ? | 

| 2. Heavenly Felicity. The receiving of holy Souls into God's Hands, 1s intro- 
_dudive into his Preſence, . which is both a San&tuary to ſecure us from all 
Evil, and a Store-Houſe to furniſh us with all that is good. The Lord is 2 Sun and 
« Shield : he is to intelleftual Beings, what the Sun 1s to ſenſitive, communicates 
Pſal. 16. 11s Light and Life, and Joy to them. In his Preſence is fulneſs of Foy, at his rizht Hand 
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are Rivers of Pleaſirre for ever, All that is evil and afflicting, is aboliſh'd : all that 
1s defirable, is conferr'd upon his Children. A glimpſe or reflected Ray of his recon- 

ciled and favourable Countenance, even in this lower World , infuſes into the 
Hearts of his Children a Joy unſpeakable and gloriow : a'taſte of the Divine Good- 
neſs here, cauſes a diſrehſh of all the carnal Sweets, the dreggy Delights which 
natura] Men ſo greedily defire. And if the faint Dawn be ſo reviving and comfor- 
table, what is the Brightneſs of the full Day > None can underſtand the Happi- 
neſs that reſults from the full and eternal ſight of God's Face, and the fruition of 
his Love, but thoſe who enjoy the Preſence of God in perfe&tion. 'His Goodneſs 
is truly infinite ; the more the Saints above know it, and enjoy it, the more th 
eſteem 1t, and. delight in it. His compleat and communicative Love ſatisfies the 
immenſe Deſires of that innumerable Company of bleſſed Spirits that are before his 
Tp |: "ov 1s no Envy, no Avarice, no Ambition in that Kingdom, where God 
# all n all. | og pet Fry 210 Og ths 
— The Divine Preſence is an ever-flowing Fountain of Felicity. The continual re- 
flection upon this, makes Heaven to be Heaven to the Bleſſed : their Security is as 
valuable as their Felicity : they are above all danger of loſing it. Methinks the belief 
of this ſhould cauſe us, as it were with Wings of Fire, with moſt ardent Defires to 
fly to the Boſom of God, the alone Centre of our Souls, where we ſhall reſt for ever. 

3- -T he reception of the Soul into Heaven is a certain Pledge of the ReſurreQion of 

the Body, and its re-union with the Soul in. the State of Glory. The Covenant of- 
God was made with the intire Perſons of Believers : therefore under the Law the 
ſacred Seal of it was in their Fleſh. To be the God of Promiſe to them, implies his 
being a bleſſed Rewarder to them. Our Saviour filences the Sadduces, who disbeliev'd 
the Reſurreftion, from the tenour of God's Covenant, I am the God of Abraham, and 
Haac, ard Jacob, which Title he was pleaſed to retain after their Death 5 Now God 
3s not the God of the Dead, but of the Living. The immediateInference from thence is, 
that their Souls did actually live in Blefledneſs, and that their Bodies, tho dead to 
Nature, were alive to God with reſpe& to his Promiſe and Power. © If we conſider 
that the Divine Law binds the outward Man as well as the inward, and that during 
the time of our Work and Trial here, our Service andSufferings for the Glory of God 
are from the concurrence of the Soul and Body, it will appear that the Promiſe ofthe 
Reward belongs to both, and that the receiving of the Soul into Heaven, is an ear- 
neſt of our full Redeemption, even that of the Body. *Tis true, there is no vilible 
Difference between the Bodies of the Saints and of the Wicked here ; they are ſick 
with the ſame Diſeaſes, and die in the ſame manner. As 'tis with Trees in deep Win- 
ter, when they are covered with Snow, we cannot diſtinguiſh which are abſolutely 
dead and deſtin'd tothe Ax and Fire, and which retain their Sap, and will be fruitful 
and flouriſhing, in the returning Year : ſo the dead Bodies of the Godly and Ungodly, 
to external appearance, are alike : But what a vaſt difference will be between them 
| In the next World ! The Bodies of the Ungodly, in conjunction with their Sonls, ſhall 

be caſt into the Lake of Fire ; the Bodies of the Godly reſumed by their Souls, ſhall 
enjoy a full and flouriſhing Happineſs for ever. x; 


x. This may inform us of the contrary States into which dying Perſons immedi- 
ately paſs: The Children of God refign their Spirits to the Hands of their graci- 
ous heavenly Father, but Rebels and Strangers to God, fall i»to the Hands of re- 
venging Judge. Could we ſee the attending Spirits that ſurround fick Perſons in 
their laſt Hours, what a wonderful Impreſſion would it make upon us? A Guard of 
glorious Angels convey the departed Saints to the Boſom of God's Love, and the 
Kingdomof hisGlory, But when the Wicked die,a Legion of Furiesſcize upon their ex- 
pected Prey, and hurry them tothe infernal Priſon, from whence there is no redemption. . 

How many Rebels and open Enemies to God are in the Pale of the Chriſtian 
Church ? They will loudly repeat, Or Father which art in Heaven, notwithſtanding 
the impudent and palpable Atheiſm of their Lives : they live as if they were in- - 
Jerombg and not accountable to him who will judge the World without reſpe® of 
Perſons, The more (tri his Commands are, the Contempt of them is more viſible. 
Our Saviour's Prohibition is peremptory, I ſay nnto you,. Swear not at all: but how 
many make no more conſcience of rn, than they do of Speaking, and pour forth 
Oaths of all faſhions and fizes. We are ſeverely forbid all degrees of Impurity, 'in 
the Look, in Words, or in Wiſh; yet how many without reflettion or remorlgy 
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continue in the, deepeſt Pollutions ! We are commanded to live ſoberly 5» this preſent 
World z yet how many indulge their (winiſh Appetites, and debaſe themſclvcs even 


| below the Beaſts that periſh. And as the ſenſual Appetites are notoriouſly pre- 


dominant in ſome, ſo the angry Appetite is tyrannous in others. Pride, Wrath, Re- 
venge, poſſeſs the Breaſts of many : How often for a ſlight, or but reputed Injury, 
they are fo fird with Paſſion, that their hot Blood cannot be ſatisfied without the 
cold Blood of their Enemies. In ſhort, many live in ſuch open defiance of the Dj- 
vine Law, as if there were no God to ſee and puniſh their Sins, or as if they woulq 
make a trial whether he will be true to his Threatning, and revenge their bold Impie- 
ties : They are partly worſe than Brutes ; for having an underſtanding Faculty, a 
Principle of Reaſon, they ſubmit it to Senſe : and partly worſe than Devils ; for, 
as the Devils, they rebel againſt God, and yet not, as they, tremble in their Re- 
bellion. Now when Death is ready with its cold Hands to cloſe their Eyes, and 
Conſcience awakes out of its Slumber, what Horrors ſeize upon them ! They are 
ſtripp'd of their carnal Securities, the Creature cannot help them, and the Creatot 
will nat. They have been Enemies to that Love that made them and preſerv'd 
them, and, notwithſtanding their violent Provocations, has ſpar'd them fo long. 
They have reje&ed that infinitely condeſcending and compaſſionate Love, that 
ſo tenderly beſeech'd them to be reconciled to God, as if it were his Intereſt to 
fave them. Whither will they fly from their Judge 2 What can reſcue them from 
inſtant and irrecoverable Miſery 2 Can they hope that Mercy will be their Advocate ? 
Their Condemnation is ſo righteous, that Mercy cannot diſpenſe with it. 'Tis 2 
fearful: thing to fall into the Hands of the living God, who lives for ever, and can puniſh 
for ever. Who #nows the Power of his Wrath *Tis boundleſs beyond all our Thoughts 
and Time. O:take notice of this with Terror, all ye that forget God, leſt he tear you in 
pieces, and there be none to deliver ! 2 

' .. Others are not ſo viſibly diſobedient as notorious Sinners, but are as really. You 
may. ſee their Pifture in the diſobedient Son, mentioned by our Saviour .in the 
Goſpel, who when bis Father commanded him to go work in the Vineyard, anſwered, Igo, 
Sir, and went not. "Tis true, they perform the external part of ſome Duties, and 
abſtain from the groſs a&ts of ſome Sins, but 'tis with an exception and a reſerve. 
A Duty that is contrary .to their carnal Appetites and Intereſt, they will not 
perform ; a Sin that bribes them with Profit or Pleaſure, a temperamental Sin, 
they will not part with. Now any indulged habitual Luſt is not the Spot of God's 
Children, but denominates the Sinner a Child of the Devil : for tho the Saints till 
they are deveſted of frail Fleſh, have their Allays, and cannot be exempt from the 
relicks of Sin; yet the Divine Nature communicated to them, is oppoſite to every 
Sin, and is an ative Principle to ſubdue Sin. 

And from hence St. John tells us, He that is born of God, cannot Sin, that is, de- 
liberately and habitually : Such Sinners, tho in the Hour of Death they may addreſs 
with all the applying Titles, Our Father, ard our God, ſhall ever be excluded from 
his ſacred and ſaving ProteCtion. Hr 787, 

2. Let us ſeriouſly conſider whether we are of this ſpiritual Progeny, the Chil- 
dren of God, not only in Title, but in Reality. The Inquiry is of infinite mo- 
ment; for all the Promiſes and Priviledges ofthe Goſpel are annex'd to this Sonſhip: 
This ſecures us from the Wrath to come, and entitles us to the eternal Inheritance ; 
Fear not, little Flock, 'tis your Father's good Pleaſure to give you the Kingdom. This 
Inquiry is very uſeful to calm and quiet the troubled Saints, and to awaken un- 
regenerate Perſons out of their confident Dream of their good State. Many fin- 
cere Chriſtians are infinitely concern'd whether they are the Children of God ; of 
this their Tears and Fears give abundant evidence. The reaſons of their Doubts 


are partly the Jealouſy of their own Hearts, which are naturally deceitful above al 


things, and moſt deceitful to a Man's ſelf ; and partly from the conſequence of the 
Deceit : for knowing the. ineſtimable value of this Priviledge, 70 be the Sons of God, 
and that' if they are deceived in it, they are undone for ever, they are anxionf]y 
thoughtful about it. But carnal Perſons who are not acquainted with the Hypo- 
criſy of their Hearts, nor duly underſtand the excellence of the Priviledge, eaſily be- 
lieve what they coldly deſire. And the great Deceiver of Souls 1s equally ſubtle to 
varniſh what is evil with the falſe colours of Good, and to conceal what is good un- 
der the appearance of Evil. From hence it is, that many tender ſpirited Chriſtians 
are timorous, and full of unquiet Agitations all their Lives : and many who have but 
a ſhew and fair pretence of Religion, are undiſturb'd and hopeful, till at laſt they fall 
om their ſuppoſed Heaven and high Hopes, into the Abyſs of Miſery. 
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This Trial will be moſt clear and convincing, by repreſenting from Scripture'the- 
inſeparable Properties, and Characters of the Children of God, that diſtinguiſh them 
from all that are in the State of unrenewed Nature, The Apoſtle tells ſincere 
Chriſtians, The Spirit it ſelf witneſſes with our Spirits, that we are the Children of God. 

Here is a Conſent and Agreement of thoſe Witneſſes, in whom are all that is re- 
quilite to give value to their Teſtimony. For the Spirit of God, ſuch is his unerring 
Knowledge, who ſearches the deep things of God, and ſuch is the abſolute SanCtity of 

his Nature, that he can neither decezve nor be deceived, ſo. that his Teſtimony is 
infinitely ſure, and of more worth than the concurrent Teſtimony of Heaven and 
Farth, of Angels and Men. The other Witneſs is the renewed Conſcience, that is 
acquainted with the Aims and Aﬀections of the Heart, as the Apoſtle ſaith, Who 
knows the things of a Man, ſave the Spirit of a Man ? This Faculty-refletts upon our 
Actions, and the Principles of them : to this Faculty is referr'd the deciſion of -our 
ſpiritual State :'{F our vp: condenm ws not of any alldwed Sin, then have we Peace 1Jobn 3: 
towards God, From the conſent and agreement of theſe, Witneſſes, there is a bleſſed 
Afſurance of our Evangelical Sonſhip, that. overcomes all our Fears. 'Now this Te- 
ſtimony 1s rational and argumentative, from the diſcovery of thoſe Graces that con- 
ſtitute a Perſon the Child of God: I will make the Inquiry concerning the Grace:of 
Faith and of Love, which are the. vital Bands of our Union with Chriſt, the prin- 

Cipal Fruits of the ſanCtifying Spirit, and the Symptoms of Salvation. | 

( 1.) The Grace of Faith is expreſsd in Scripture by receiving of Chrii? 3 this John 1. 12. 

anſwers to God's offer of him to. our acceptance in the Goſpel. It receives hit 
entirely in his Perſon and Natures, as the incarnate Son of God : and in his Office, 
as 4 Prince and Saviour, to give Repentanct and Remiſſion of Sins. This receiving , a. £ th 
Chriſt implies an A@ of the Underſtanding and the Will ; the Underſtanding afſents 
to the Truth of the Divine Revelation, that Chriſt crucified 1s an all-ſuffictent Sa- 
viour ; and the Will cloſes with the Terms of it, That he will ſave to the uttermo 
all that obey him : From hence it follows, that reliance npon him, and a fincere reſo- 
Jution to obey him, are neceſſarily included in ſaving Faith. This Scripture-Account 
diſtinguiſhes between that ſubſtantial Faith that is proper to the Ele Children of 
God, and the Shadow of it in the unregenerate ; the one 1s the intimate and afive 
Principle of Obedience, the other is a dead Afﬀent without Efficacy, a tiere Carcaſs 
and Counterfeit of Faith. A ſincere Believer as fervently deſires to: be ſaved from 
the Dominion and Pollution of his Sins, as from the Guilt and deadly Malignity : 
, carnal Man deſires an Intereſt in Chriſt as a Saviour, that he may fecurely enjoy 
Us Luſts. | | IS ET 

The crafty and curſed Serpent deceives Men to. their ruine, by citing Scripture, 
and miſapplying it. The Promiſe is ſure, Whoever believes, ſhall be ſaved ; and he 
ealily perſwades them they are Believers. 'Tis ſtrange to aſtoniſhment, that Men 
who have Reaſon and Underſtanding, ſhould preſume in a high degree of the pre- 
ſent Favour of- Ged, and their future Happinels, as if they were his dear Children, 
when their Enmity againſt his holy Name and Will is evident in their Actions. 

We can never have too firm a dependance on God's Promiſe, when we are\quali- 
fied for that Dependance. Come ont from among them, and be ye_ſtharate, ſaith the , cor.6.i1,19, 
Lord ;, and touch not the unclean thing, and I will recerve you, and will be a ather to | 
zor, ſaith the Lord Almighty. © Faith that purifies the Heart and Converſation, inveſts 
us with this blefſed Privilege, and all the ſaving Mercies annex'd toit. 

( 2.) From the ſpiritual Relation between God and Believers, there naturally and 
neceſſarily reſults a ſincere, dutiful, child-like Love to him, correſpondent to his - 
beneficent and fatherly Love to them : This. God indiſpenſably requires, and ſpeci- 
ally delights in ; Thox loveſt Truth in the inward Parts. Filial Obedience' is inſepa- pr. 51. 
ble from filial Love in its Reality : For this 3s the Love of God, that we keep his Com- 1 Job $. 3: 
mandments, Our Saviour diſtinguiſhes between ſincere Lovers of him, and preten- 
ded, that they who love him, keep his Commandments x but they who love him not, keep Job-14. 23,244 
not bis Commandments. Dept 

The Obedience that ſprings from Love to God is uniform, reſpetts all his Com- 
mands : for the two filial AﬀeCtions, an ardent Deſire to pleaſe God in all things, 
and an ingenuous Fear of diſpleaſing him in any thing, are inſeparably joined with 


C. 


our Love to him. | $a | FLLC 
The Obedience that proceeds from Love, is free and voluntary, from Inclination 


as well as Duty. How paſſionately. does the holy Pfalmiſt expreſs his \AﬀeGtion} O 
how I love thy Law! In the Covenant of Grace, God promiſes to write bis Law'in 
the Hearts of his Children : not only: in their Minds and Memories, but to endearc'it 

_ \ to 


_ 


I 


to their Aﬀe@ions. There is much difference between ſervile and conſtrain'd Obe- 
dience, -artd filial choſen Obedience, as between the Motion of a living Man from 
the Soul, the inward Spring of Life, and the Motion of an Image or Statuc from 
forcible Weights and Wheels. 

From filial Love proceeds godly Sorrow, if at any time by Carelefneſs and Sur- 
prize, or an gp badge Temptation, his Children do what is offenfive and odi- 
ous in his fight. When they conſider their unkind and unthankful Returns tor his 


- Mercies, they look to their Heavenly Father with Grief and Shame, and down upon 
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themſelves with Abhorrence and Indignation. They are wounded with the Sting of 
that Expoſtulation, Do ye thas requite the Lord, O fooliſh People and unwiſe ? Is he not 
thy Father who bought thee e | 

From filial Love proceeds a Zeal for his Glory ; If I be a Father, where is my He- 
our £ A Child of God is dearly cohicerned that his Name be reverenced and magni- 
fied, his Laws be obſerved, his Worſhip maintained, that his Intereſt be advanced 
in the World. He has a burning Zeal againſt Sin and preſumptuous Sinners. The 
Prophet Elijah ſays, I have been jcalows for the Lord of Hoſts : for the Children of Vracl 
hve ory thy Covenant, and thrown down thine Altars. Thoſe who with an indif- 
ferent Eye ſee the Cauſe, the Truth, the Intereſt of God depreſs'd in the World, do 
renounce the Title of his Children. Fn ; 

From the Relation to God as his Sons, proceeds a ſincere fervent Love to all the 
Saints. St. Johz infers, Every one that loveth him that begot, loves him that is begotten. 
Grace 1s not leſs powerful in producing cordial mutual Aﬀections between the Chil- 
dren of the fame Heavenly Father, thin the ſubordinate Endearments of Nature. 
Notwithſtanding. the civil Diſtin&ion between them, ſome high and rich, others 
mean and poor, yet there is a ſpiritual Equality ; the loweſt Saints are Princes of the 
Blood-Royal of Heaven. To him that has waſhed ws from our Sins in his Blood, and 
made ws Kings and Prieſts to God, be Glory for ever. 

The filial Relation to God inclines and encourages all fincere Chriſtians to refign 
themſelves, even in their moſt afflited Condition, to the Wiſdom and Will of 
God. Our Saviour meekly yielded up himſelf to his cruel] Enemies, upon this 
Conſideration, The Cup which my Father has given me, ſhall I not drink it £ The 
Saints in imitation of Chriſt, and upon the ſame Ground, entirely reſign themſelves 
to the Divine Diſpoſal ; for their Heavenly Father loves them better than they can 
love themſelves. 

Finally, The filial Relation to God is produ@ive, as of lively Hopes, ſo of 
ardent Deſires to be with him. Love makes them to eſteem Communion with 
him here in his holy Ordinances, as the Joy of their Lives. The Pſalmiſt when 
baniſh'd from the Tabernacle, breaks forth in his impatient Deſires, When ſhall I come 
and —_ before God £ that is, in the Place where he communicates his Grace to 
thoſe that worſhip him. Butour Father is in Heaven as his Throne, and moſt glori- 
ouſly exhibits himſelf to his Saints there. The Earth is the Element and Reſidence 
of carnal Men, of their Souls as well as their Bodies : They deſire their Þheritance 
may be on this fide Jordan, and are content to leave the Heavenly Canaar to thoſe 
who like it. But thoſe who are born from above, defire to be diſſolved, that they may 
be in their Father's Houſe, and his reviving Preſence for ever. 

3. Let us be perſwaded to prepare for the reception of our Souls in the next 
World. The preſent Life is a Paſſage to Eternity, and 'tis ſo ſhort and fading, fo 
uncertain and hazardous, that 'tis our principal Wiſdom without delay to ſecure our 


' Souls in the future State. Our Saviour ſays, I muſt work.the Work of him that ſent me 


while it is Day : the Night cometh when no Man can work. Now is the accepted Time, 
now is the Day of Salvation. "Tis our indiſpenſably Duty and main Intert{t now, to 
work out our own Salvation with fear and trembling. In the ſtate of Death there 
is an incapacity to do any thing in order to Salvation : There is no Work mor 
Wiſdom in the, Grave : and all the Offers of Salvation ceaſe. for ever. The 
Sufferings of the Son of God are not a Ranſom. for Sinners in that State : He 
reconciled things in Earth and in Heaven, but not things in Hell. The Golden 
Scepter 1s extended to none there, the Holy Spirit ſtrives with none, they are 
without the Reſerves of Mercy. The Guilt of Sin remains in its full Obligation, the 


Pollution of Sin in its deepeſt Die, and the Puniſhment of Sin in its Extremity for 


cver. 


'O what Folly is it, or rather Frenzy, not to provide for our Souls in their 
greateſt Exigence! Common Reaſon inſtrutts us, knowing our own Weakneſs, 
to commit our Treaſure to the Cuſtody of our Friends, which we cannot other- 
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wiſe keep from our Enemies; efpecially to ſuch a Friend as can and will preſerve it 
for our Uſe and Advantage. The Soul is our Jewel above all Price, 'tis our Wiſdom 
to ſecure it out of all Danger : Let us therefore commit it to the ſafe and ſure Hands 
of our Heavenly Father, otherwiſe we- cannot preſerve it fromthe infernal Spirits, 
the Robbers and Murderers of Souls. + 0: 12S | 
| The wiſe Preacher denounces a fearful Evil, Wo be to him that is alone when he fall- Eccef. 4 16. 
| eth ; for he hath not another to help him up. In all the Senſes of falling, Death. is the 
greateſt Fall : the High,the Honourable, the Rich, fall from all their State z and Men 
of all Degrees are forſaken of all their carnal Comforts and Supports. If then the ſo- 
litary Soul has not a God toreceive, ſupport and comfort it, fon woful- is its Con- 
dition! Methinks .the Apprehenfion of this ſhould ſtrike a Terror ſo deep into the 
Hearts of Men,that they ſhould be reſtleſs till they bave ſecur'd a Retreat for their de- 
parting Souls. _ a alien © ot | To 
For this end let us, according to the earneſt Advice .of St. Peter, be diligent, that 2 Pur. 3 
we may be found of him in Peace, without Spot, and blameleſs.. ? 
The Lord Jefus 1s the only Peace-maker of the righteous and holy God to Sinners. 
The Judge of this World is flaming with Wrath, and terrible in Vengeance to Sinners 
that appear before his Tribunal out of Chriſt. We ſhall for ever be excluded from his 
blefled Communion, without the Mediator reſtore us to his Favour. OurRecon. __ 
ciliation only is by Redemption in his Blood. The Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon him, Col. 1. 20. 
He 1s the Lord our gene by whom alone -we can ſtand in Judgment. God '* 53: 
was in Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf. There is now an A& of Qblivion of- 
ferd in the Goſpel to all that come to God by him. We haye ſure Salvation in his 
Name ; But we muſt with conſenting Wills, cloſe with him as our Lord and Life. - 
The firſt Goſpel preach'd by the Angel after his coming into the World, declares, 
There was born in the City of David «4 Saviour, one the Lord. We muſt not ſeparate 
between Chriſt the Saviour, and Chriſt the Lord 5 between his Salvation and his 
Dominion.. God indiſpenſably requires we ſhogld reſign our ſelves to his Son as our 
King, and rely-upon him as our Prieſt to atone his Diſpleaſyre. If we thus receive 
him, he will reſtore us to the Favour and Peace of Gad, iſh'd in an eycrlaſting 
Covenant. Es $154 Bd loo Hard tre IP 
How tenderly and compaſſionately does the great: God invite Sinners to re-enter 
into his Favour, to acquaint our ſelves with him, and to be at Peace | His Embaſſadours 
in his Name, and in ed wr beſeech them to be reconciled to God, But their per- 
verſe Spirits would have God reconciled to thexw, that they might be-exempt from 
Puniſhment ; but are »»willing #0 be reconciled to him, to part with their Luſts. ; In 


ſhort, reconciliation with God neceſſarily infers defiance with. Sin. Te that love the 
Lord hate Evil. If Men do not ceaſe their Rebellion, there is no ſhadow of hope to 
obtain the Divine Favour. - - TY "ns OO Ts 
. . Do you provoke the Lord to Jealouſie, are you ftronger then (he # Jealouſie is the. moſt 
ſenſible and ſevere Aﬀe@ion. As 'tis with a Town taken #4 Ronen, AY that are 
found in Arms are without Mercy cut off; ſo all that at Death are found with the 
weapons of unrighteouſneſs, their unrepented unforſaken Sins about theth, muſt EXPE 
Judgment without Mercy. | ren they, ap 
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their Souls to him. Let rebellious Sinners tremble with deadly Fear upon ! 
If Men poſſeſs their Treaſure with Joy and Jealoufie, and guard it with vigi 
Can Love forſake, carf®Truth deceive, can Almighty Power fail ? Will a Father, 
Old Simcon is a leading Example to Believers : after he had embraced Chriſt in 
want depart in peace, for mane Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. | oo! ” 
a ſhowr of Stones, with a bleſſed Tranquility, makes his dying Prayer, .£ 
not the Conſpicuous marks of God's Children, the Grace of the Spirit in that de- 
gree of Eminency, as ſome Saints have had : Let them confider, there are auirere 


Laftly, Let the Children of God be encouraged with Peace; n Joy to tom zen | 

of Eternity ; 'butlet theSaints, with a lively Hope, enter into. the Divine M arld. _ ans 
Care, will not God preſerve his deareſt Treaſure, the Souls of his Children commut- 

ted to his Truſt ? 7 | 

a heavenly-Father, be without Bowels to his own Off-ſpritg ? No, te cannot deny 

himſelf : he is readieſt to relieve, when they are in diſtreſs. 

his Arms , how earneſtly did he defire his Diſſolution > Lo! d, ew {oj thou thy Jer. : 

receive my Spirit. If the Fears of humble Souls ariſe in that hour, becauſe they h 

Ages among the Childreri of God : ſome are in a ſtate of Infancy and. Infirmity 'I 

athers are more Confirm'd : but the relation is the ſame in all, and gives an ineree | 
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in his promiſed Mercy. The weakneſs of their Faith cannot fruſtrate God's faith- 
fulneſs. 'Tis the Sincerity, not the Strength of Grace, that is requiſite to Salvation. 
If Faith be ſhaking as 4 bruiſed reed, and but kindling as the ſmoaking flax, it ſhall be 
victorious. O that theſe powerfull Comforts may encourage dying Chriſtians to 
commend their Sonls with Ardency and Aſſurance to God, their Father, and Fe- 
licity. RE & 


I have now finiſht my Diſcourſe upon the Text, and ſhall apply my ſelf to ſpeak 
of the other Subjet, the Reverend Mr. Richard Baxter, that excellent Inſtrument 
of Divine Grace, to recover and reſtore ſo many revolted Souls to God, out of the 
Empire of his Enemy : or in the Apoſtles Language,to tranſlate them from the os vn 
of Darkneſs, into the Kingdom of his dear Son. I am ſenſible, that in ſpeaking of him 
I ſhall be under a double Diſadvantage : For thoſe who perfeQly. knew him, will be 
apt to think my Account of him to be ſhort and defeQtive, an imperfet Shadow of 


| his reſplendent Virtues : others who were uriacquainted with his extraordinary 


Worth, will from Ignorance or Envy be inclin'd to think his juſt Praiſes to be un- | 
due and exceſſive. Indeed if Love could make me eloquent, I ſhould uſe all the 

moſt lively and graceful Colours of Language to adorn his Memory : but this Con- 
ſideration relieves me in the Conſciouſneſs of my Diſability, that a plain Narrative 


_ of what Mr. Baxter was, and did, will be a moſt noble Elogy : and that his ſubſtan- 


tial Piety no more needs artificial Oratory to ſet it off, than refined Gold wants Paint 


to add Luſtre and Value to it. 


I ſhall not ſpeak of his Parentage, and his firſt Years : but TI muſt not omit a Te- 
ſtimony I receiv'd concerning his early Piety. His Father ſaid wich Tears of Joy to 
a Friend, my Son Richard I hope was ſanftified from the Womb : for when he was 


2 little Boy in Coats, if he heard other Children in play ſpeak profane Words, he 
would w ments them tothe Wonder of thoſe that heard him. ; 


He had not the Advantage of Academical Education : but by the\Divine Bleſ- 
ſing upon his rare Dexterity and Diligence, his facred Knowledge was in that De- - 
gree of Eminence, as few in the Untverfity ever arrive to. Not long after his En- 
trance into the M iniſtry the Civil War began, and the Times rain'd Blood fo long, 


till the languiſhing State of the Kingdom, was almoſt deſperate and incurable. How 
far he was concern'd as a' Chaplain in the Parliament's Army, he has publiſht an Ac- 


count, and the reaſons of it. 
After the War, he was fixt at Kederminſter. There his Miniſtry by the Divine 
Influence, was of admirable Efficacy. The Harveſt anfwer'd the Seed that was ſow- 
ed. Before his coming, the Place was like a piece of dry and barren Earth, only 
Ignorance and Profanenefs as Natives of the Soil were rife among them ; but by the 
Bleſſing of Heaven upen his Labour and Cultivating, the Face of Paradiſe appear'd 
there. in all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. Many were tranſlated from the ſtate of pol- 
luted Nature, to the ſtate of Grace z and many were advanc'd to higher degrees of 
Holineſs. The bad were chang'd to good, and the good to better. Converſion is 
the Excellent Work of Divine Grace': the Efficacy of the Means is from the Supreme 
Mover. But God uſually makes thoſe Miniſters ſucceſsfull in that Bleſſed Work, 
whoſe principal Deſign and Delight is to glorify him in the ſaving of Souls. This 
was the reigning Aﬀection in his Heart; and he was extraordinarily qualified to ob- 
tain his End. Pen; | 
_ "His Prayers were an Effufion of the moſt lively melting Expreſſions, and his inti- 
mate ardent Aﬀettions to God ; from the abundance of the Heart his Lips ſpake. His 
Soul took Wing for Heaven, and rapt up the Souls of others with him. Never did 
I ſee or hear a holy Miniſter addreſs himſelf to God with more Reverence and Hu- 
mility, with refpeCt to his glorious Greatneſs ; never with more Zeal and Fervency 


correſpondent to the infinite Moment of his requeſts ; nor with more Filial Aftance 
In the Divine Mer | 


" 


In his Sermons thers was a rare Union of Argmeunts and Motives to convince the 
Mind and giin the Heart: All the Fountains of Reaſon and Perſwafion were open 
to his diſcerninng Eye. There was no reſiſting the Force of his Diſcourſes without 
denying Reafon and Divine Revelation. He had a marvellous Felicity and Copiout- 
neſs in ſpeaking, There was a noble: Negligence in his Stile : for his great Mind 
could not ſtoop to the affeted Eloquence of Words: he deſpis'd flaſhy Oratory : but 
his Expreſſions were clear and powerful, ſo convincing the Underſtanding, ſo en- 


tring into the Soul, ſo wr the Aﬀetions, that thoſe were as deaf as Adders, 


who were not charm'd by ſo wiſe a Charmer. He was animated with the Holy Spirit, and 


breath'd 


—.. 
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breath'd Celeſtial Fire, to inſpire Heat and Life into dead Sinners, and to melt the 
obdurate in their frozen Tombs.' Methinks 1 (till hear him ſpeak thoſe powerful 

Words : A Wretch that is condemn'd to die to Morrow cannot forget it 5 And yet poor Sin- His Samon 
mers, that continually are uncertain to'live an Hour, and certain ſpeedily to 2 the Majeſty 71 _ 
of the Lord to their unconcetvable Foy or Terror, as ſure as they now live on Earth, ca1 for- Commons 
get theſe things for which they Bave their memory + and which one wonld think. ſhould drown 1550. 

the matters of this Werld, as the report of a Canon does a Whiſper, or as the Sur obſcures 
ian Gloworne. O wonterfil ſtupidity of an unrenewed Soul ! O' wonderful folly and 
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diſtrattedneſs of the tingodly ! That ever Men can forget, I ſay again,:thad. they. cax forget. 
ternal Joy, ernal i” and the Eternal God, "3 the ie of their Eterral nnches s 
able- Abodes, whe they land even at the door ; and there us but the thin Vail of Flefb be- 
tween ther and that amazing ſight, that Eternal Gulph, and they are daily dying end; ſig 
ping im. Sod fe ao | | {6 2 TROWTOITE #7 
; Be ides, his wonderful diligence in Cafechifing the' partacular Families under his 
Charge, was exceeding uſefnl to plant Religion in them. / Perſonal in{truRion, and ap- 
plication of Divine Truths, has an excellent advantage and efficacy to infinuate and 
nfuſc Religion into the Minds and Heatts of Men, and by the Converſion of Parents 
and Maſters to reform whole Families that are under their immediate direftion and go- 
verninent. While he'was at Kedernrinfler he wrote and publiſkt that accompliſht Model 
of an Eyangelical Miniſter, ſtiled Gil das Salvian#2, or the Reform'd Paſtor: In that book 
he cfears beyond atl cavil, That the Duty of Miniſters is not conftw'd to.their Study 
and the Pulpit, butthat they ſhould make ufe of « 7 ingar xe to inſtruQ Families with- 
in their Care, as'ti5 faid by the Apoſtle, that ho had kept back nothing from his Hearers 
thet was profitable; bit had taught them publickly, and from honſe to houſe! The Idea of a 
faithful Miniſter defineated in that book, was a Copy taken from the Life, from his 
own-zealous Example. His unwearied induſtry todo good to his Flock, was anſwer'd 
by Correſpondent Love and Thankftfnefs. He wasan Angel in their Eſteem. Hewould 
often ſpeak with great gr roi of their dear AﬀeCtions : and a little before his 
Death, ſaid, He believ'd they were more Expteſlive of Kindnefs to him, than the 
Chriſtian Converts were to the Apoſtle Pal, by what appears-in his Writings. - 
While he remain'd at Kederminſter, his Huftrions Worth was not ſhaded in a Cor- 
her, but diſpers'd its Beams and Tnffuence roand the Conntrey. By his Counſel and 
Excitation, the Miniſters in Worceſterſhire, Epiſcopal, Presbyterian and-Congregational | 
were united, that by their Studies, Labours, and Advice, the Dodtrine and Pradtice 
of Religion, the Truths and Holineſs of the Goſpet miglit be preferved in all the 
T Churches committed to their Charge. This Afﬀociation was of excellent ufe, the ends 
of Church-government were obtain'd by it : and it was alcating Example to the 
| Miniſters of other Counties. Mr. Baxter was not above his Brethren Miniſters, by a 
Superiour Title, or any fectilar advantage, but by his divine endowments and ſeparate 2 
excellencies, his extraordinary wiſdom, zeal, and fidelity : He was the Soul of that © 
Happy Society. OPT RT 0 CO OeS 3  / =— 
He continued among his beloved People, till the year 1660. then he came to Low- 
don. Awhile after the King's Reſtoration, there were many Endeavours us'd in or- 
der to an Agreement between the Epiſcopal and Presbyterian Miniſters. | For this 
end ſeveral of the Biſhops eke&t, and of the Minifters, were call'd to attend the Ling 
at Worcefier-Houſe : there was read to them a'Dedaration, drawn up with great Wil- 
dom and Moderation, by the Lord Chancellor the Earl of Clarendor. ' 1 ſhall only 
obſerve that in.reading the ſeveral parts of the Declaration, Dr. Morley was the prin- 
cipal manager of the Conference among the Biſhops, and Mr. Baxter among the 'Mi- 
niſters : and one particular I carmot forget ; it was deſir'd by the Miniſters, that the 
Biſhops ſhonld exerciſe their Church Power with the counſal and confent of Presby- 
| ters. - This limiting of their Avthority was fo CO "that Dr. Cores, then cle&t 
of Durham, ſaid, If your Majefty grants this you will hop your Biſhops. Dr. 
Reynolds upon this produced the Book, entituled, The PortraiFure - of his Sacred Ma- 
Jjeſly in his Solitude and Sufferings, and read the following Paſſage : Not that Þ am 
againſt the managing of this Pre bdency ond Authority in One Man by the joint Connfel nil 
Conſent of many Presbyters * I have offer 'd fo reſtore that, as a fit means to avoid th. pſe Er- 
rors, Corruptions and Pattidlities, which are tmmcident to any One Man : alſo to avordl Ty- 
ranny, which becomes 0 Chriſtians, leaſt of all Church-men. Beſides, it will be a means 
to take away that burthen and ottinm of affairs, which may lie too heauy on one "Man's 
Shoulders, as indeed I think it did formerly on the Biſhops here. The good Doftor = 
thought, that the Judgment of the King's afited and inquiring Father would have 
been of great moment to incline him to _—e temperament : but the King gs 
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ly replied, All that is in that Book is not Goſpel. My Lord Chancellor prudently —_ 


derated in that matter, that the Biſhops, in weighty Cauſes, ſhould have the aſliſt- 
ance of the Presbyters. | PF / 
Mr. Baxter conſidering the State of our Aﬀairs in that time, was well pleaſed with 
that Declaration': He was of Calvin's mind, who judicioutly obſerves, upon our Sa- 
viour's words, That the Sor of Man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and they ſhall gather out 


of his Kingdom all things that offend : Qui ad extirpandum quicquid diſplicet prepoſtere 


feſtinant, antevertant Chriſti judicinm, © ereptum Angelis officium ſibi temere uſurpant. 


They that make too' much haſte to redreſs at once all things that are amiſs, anticipate the 
Judgment of Chriſt; and raſbly uſurp the Office of the Angels. Beſides, that Declaration 
granted ſuch a freedom to Conſeiencious Miniſters, that were unſatisfied as to the 
Old Conformity, that if it had been obferved, it had prevented the doleful Diviſion 
ſucceeded afterward. But when there was a Motion made in the Houſe vf Com- 
mons, that the Declaration might paſs into an A&,' it was oppos'd by one of the 
Secretarys of State, which was a ſufficient Indication of the King's averſenelſs to 
it. To». 
After the Declaration there were many Conferences at the Savoy between the Biſh- 

ops and ſome Dottors of their Party, with Mr. Baxter and ſome other Miniſters, for 

an Agreement, wherein his Zeal for Peace was moſt conſpicuous : but all was in vain. 

Of the Particulars that were debated, he has given an account in Print. | 

Mr. Baxter, after his coming to Loxdox, during the time of Liberty, did not neg- 

lect that which was the principal Exercife of his Life, the Preaching the Goſpel, 

being always ſenſible of .lis duty of ſaving Souls. He Preacht at St. Dunſtaxs on the 

Lord's-days in, the Afternoon. I remember one inſtance of his firm Faith in the Di- 
vine Providence, and his Fortitude when he was engaged in his Miniſtry there. The 
Church was Old, and the People were apprehenſive of ſome danger in meeting in it : 

and while Mr. Baxter was Preaching, ſomething in the Steeple fell down, and the 
noiſe ſtruck. ſuch a Terror into the People, they preſently, in a wild diſorder, run 

out of the Church : their eagerneſs to haſte away, put all into a tumult : Mr. Baxter, 

without 'viſible diſturbance, ſat down in the Pulpit: after the hurry was over, he 

reſund his Diſcourſe, and ſaid, to compoſe their Minds; We are iz the Service of God 
to prepare our ſelves, that we may be fearleſs at the great noiſe of the diſſolving World, 

whcn the Heavens ſhall paſs away, and the Elements melt in fervent heat ;, the Earth alſo, 

and the Works therein ſhall be burnt up. 

After the Church of St. Duzſtans was pull'd down in order to. its re-building, he 
removed to Black-Fryars, and continued his Preaching there to a vaſt Concourſe of 
Hearers, till the fatal Bartholomew. 

In the Year 1661, a Parliament was call'd, wherein was paſt the A& of Unifor- 
mity, that expellV'd from their publick Places about two Thouſand Miniſters. I will 
only take notice concerning the Cauſes of that Proceeding, that the Old Clergy from 
Wrath and Revenge, and the young Gentry from their ſervile Compliance with the 
Court, and their Diſtaſte of ſerious Religion, were very aGtive to carry on and com- 
pleat that Act. That this is no raſh Imputation upon the ruling Clergy then 1s evi- 
dent, not only from their Concurrence 1n paſling that Law, for Actions have a Lan- 
guage as convincing as that of Words, but from Dr. Sheldon then Biſhop of Londox 
their great Leader ; who when the Lord Chamberlain Mazcheſter told the King, while 
the A& of Uniformity was under debate, that he was afraid the Terms of it were ſo 
rigid, that many of the Miniſters would not comply with it ; he replyed, I am afraid they 
will, This AC was paſS'd after the King had engaged his Faith and Honour in his 
Declaration from Breda. to preſerve the Liberty of Conſcience inviolate, which promiſe 
open'd the way for his Reſtoration ; and after the Royaliſts here, had given publick 
Afſurance, that all former Animoſitics ſhould be buried, as Rubbiſh under the Founda- 
tion of a Univerſal Concord. Mr. Baxter was involv'd with ſo many Miniſters in this 
Calamity, who wastheir brighteſt Ornament, and the beſt Defence of their rightc- 
on oppreſled Cauſe : Two Obſervations he made upon that AQ and our 

ection. | 

"The one was, that the Miniſters were turned and kept out from the publick Ex- 
erciſe of their Office, in that time of their Lives, that was moſt fit to be dedicated 
and employed for the Service and Glory of God, that is between thirty and ſtxty 
Years, when their intelle&ual and inſtrumental Faculties were in their Vigour. The 
other was in a Letter to me after the Death of ſeveral Biſhops who were concurrent in. 
paſſing that A&, and expreſt noScrrow for it : his words were, for ought I ſee, the Biſh- 


ops will own the turning of #s out, at the Tribunal of Chriſt, and thither w2 appeal. Toe 
| ter 
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After the At of Uniformity had taken its effeCt, 'in the Ejetion of ſo many Mini- 
{ters, there was ſometimes a Connivance at the private Exerciſe of their Miniſtry, 
ſometime Pages Indulgence granted, and often a ſevere Proſecution of them, as the 
Popiſh and Politick Intereſt of the Cort varied. When there was Liberty, Mr, Baxrer 
applied himſelf to-his delightful Work, to the great Advantage of thoſe who enjoy- 
ed his Miniſtry. But the Church-Party oppos'd vehemently 'the Liberty that was 
granted. Indeed ſuch was their Fierceneſs; that if the Diffenting es Eg beex 
4s wiſe as Serpents, and as innocent as Doves, they could. not efcape their « ep 'Cen- 
fures. The Pulpit repreſented them as ſeditiouſly difaffe&etl to the State, 'as obſti- 
nate Schiſmaticks, and 'often the Name of God was not only taken in viin, "but "in tu 
lence, to authoriſe their hard Speeches, and harder Actions againft them. 'Somne 
of that Storm fell upon Mr. Baxter, who calmly ſabmitted to their injifious dea! 
I ſhall ſpeak of that afterward. P. 0209% OP OOLW? I4G SEDVSQUID M091 

In the Interval, between his Deprivation and his Death, -he wrote and'publiſhe the 
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whether the Dodrines received and taught 
were Conſonant to it. This is the duty of every Chriftian acording to his capacity, 
eſpecially of Miniſters, and the neceſſary means to open the Mind for Di 1ne k now- 


FE 


Ks againſt the 


ſubſtantiation, of Image-worſhip, and others. Ge Ys | i 
He has wrote ſeveral excellent Books againſt the impudent Atheiſm of this looſe tis Books of , 

Age. In: them he eſtabliſhes the fundamental Principle, upon which the whole Fa- the Reakons- 

brick - of Chriſtianity is built ; that after this ſhort uncertam Life, there is a future cynian Re 

State of Happineſs or Miſery equally Eternal, and that Death is the laſt irrevacabſe ligioa. 

ſtep into that unchangeable State. - From hence it follows by infallible Conſequence, - 

that the reaſonable Creature ſhould prefer the intereſt of the Soul before that' of the 

Body, and ſecure Eternal Life. This being laid, he proves the Chriſtian Religion 

to be the only way of fallen Man's being reſtor'd to the Favour of God, and obtain- 

ing a bleſſed Immortality. This great Argnment he manages with that clearneſs and 

ſtrength, that none can refuſe aſſent unto it, without denying the infallible Princi- 

ples of Faith, andthe evident Principles of Nature. ER 
He alſo publiſht ſome warm Diſcourſes, to Apologize for the Preaching of Dif- 

ſenting Miniſters, and to excite them to do their Duty. -He did not think that Act 

of Uniformity could diſoblige them from the Exercife of their Office. 'Tis true, 

Magiſtrates are Titular-Gods by their Deputation and 'Vicegerency, but ſubordinate 

and accountable to God above. Their Laws have no binding force upon the Con- 

ſcience, but from his Command ; and if contrary to his Law, are to be diſobeyed. 

The Miniſters Conſecrated to the Service of God are under a moral perpetual Obh- 

. gation of Preaching the ſaving Truths of the Goſpel, as they have opportunity. | 
There needs no miraculous Teſtimony of their Commiſſion from Heaven, to authc- 
rize the doing their ordinary Duty. | | 
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ly replied, A// that 3s in that Book is not Goſpel. My Lord Chancellor prudently mo- 
derated in that matter, that the Biſhops, in weighty Cauſes, ſhould have the aſſiſt- 
ance of the Presbyters. | TED | 
Mr. Baxte#f conſidering the State of our-Afﬀairs in that time, was well pleaſed with 
that Declaration's He was of Calvin's mind, who judiciouſly obſerves, upon our Sa- 
viour's words, That the Soz of Man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and they ſhall gather out . 
of his Kingdom all things that offend : Qui ad extirpandum quicquid diſplicet prepoſtere 


PER) antevertant ay = Judicinm, & ereptum Angelis officium ſibi temere uſurpant. 


"hey that make too' much haſte to redreſs at once all things that are annſs, anticipate the 
Judgment rb oa ard raſhly uſurp the Office of the Angels. Beſides, that Declaration 
granted ſuch a freedom to Confeiencions Miniſters, that were unſatisfied as to the 


- Old Conformity, that if it had been obferved, it had prevented the doleful Diviſion 


ſucceeded afterward. But when there was a Motion made in the Houſe tf Com-. 
mons, that the” Declaration might paſs into an A&, .it was oppos'd by one of the 
Secretarys of State, which was a ſufficient Indication of the King's averſeneſs to 
Aﬀeer the Declaration there were many Conferences at the Savoy between the Biſh- 
ops and ſome Doors of their Party, with Mr. Baxter and ſome other Miniſters, for 
an Agreement, wherein his Zeal for Peace was moſt conſpicuous :. but all was in vain. 
Of the Particulars that were debated, he has given an account in Print. 

Mr. Baxter, after his coming to Loxdox, during the time of Liberty, did not neg- 
tect that which was the principal Exercife of his Life, the Preaching the Goſpel, 
being always ſenſible of .lis duty of ſaving Souls. He Preacht at St. Dunſtazs on the 
Lord's-days in the Afternoon. I remember one inftance of his firm Faith in the Di- 
vine Providence, and his Fortitude when he was engaged in his Miniſtry there. The 


Church was Old, and the People were apprehenſive of ſome danger in meeting in it : 


and while Mr. Baxter was Preaching, ſomething in the Steeple fell down, and the 
noiſe ſtruck. ſuch a Terror into the People, they preſently, in a wild diforder, run 
out of the Church: their eagerneſs to haſte away, put all into a tumult : Mr. Baxter, 
without 'viſible diſturbance, ſat down in the Pulpit : after the hurry was over, he 
reſun'd his Diſcourſe, and ſaid, to compoſe their Minds; We are iz the Service of God 


to' prepare onr ſelves, that we may be fearleſs at the great noiſe of the diſſolving World, 
when the Heavens ſhall paſs away, and the Elements melt in fervent heat ;, the Earth alſo, 
and the Works therein ſhall be burnt up. Th 

After the Church of St. Duzſtans was pull'd down in order to its re-building, he 
retnoved to Black-Fryars, and continued his Preaching there to a vaſt Concourſe of 
Hearers, till the fatal Bartholomew. 


In the Year 1661, a Parliament was call'd, wherein was paſt the A& of Unifor- 


mity, that expell'd from their publick Places about two Thouſand Miniſters. I will 


only take notice concerning the Cauſes of that Proceeding, that the Old Clergy from 
Wrath and Revenge, and the young Gentry from their ſcrvile Compliance with the 
Court, and their Diſtaſte of ſerious Religion, were very a&ive to carry on and com- 
pet that AQ. That this is no raſh Imputation upon the ruling Clergy then 15 evi- 

ent, not only from their Concurrence in paſling that Law, for ACtions have a Lan- 
guage as convincing as that of Words, but from Dr. Sheldox then Biſhop of Londor 
their great Leader ; who when the Lord Chamberlain Marcheſter told the King, while 
the AC of Uniformity was under debate, that he was afraid the Terms of it were ſo 
rigid, that many of the Miniſters would not comply with it ; he replyed, I am afraid they 
will, This AC was paſs'd after the King had engaged his Faith and Honour in his 
Declaration from Breda. - to preſerve the Liberty of Conſcience inviolate, which promiſe 
open'd the way for his Reſtoration ; and after the Royaliſts here, had given JOE 
Aſſurance, that all former Animoſities ſhould be buried, as Rubbiſh under the Founda- 
tion of a Univerſal Concord. Mr. Baxter was involv'd with ſo many Minifters in this 


Calamity, who wastheir brighteſt Ornament, and the beſt Defence of their righte- 


_ oppreſſed Cauſe : Two Obſervations he made upon that AQ and our 
ection. | 

"The one was, that the Miniſters were turned and kept ont from the publick Ex- 
erciſe of their Office, in that time of their Lives, that was moſt fit to be dedicated 
and employed for the Service and Glory of God, that is between thirty and ſixty 
Years, when their intelleQual and inſtrumental Faculties were in their Vigour. The 
other was ina Letter to me after the Death of ſeveral Biſhops who were concurrent in 
paſſing that AR; and expreſt noScrrow for it : his words were, for ought I ſee, the Biſt- 


ops will own the turning of #s out, at the Tribunal of Chriſt, and thither w2 appeal. 
| cer 
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upon Mr. Baxter, who calmly ſabmitted'to their imjiitious dealitity. 
In the Interval, between his Deprivation and his Death, 'he'wrote and 'publiſht the 
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bleneſs of the 
State of Happineſs or Miſery equally Eternal, and that Death'ss the laſt irre 7QCaDJe ligion, 5 


that the reaſonable Creature ſhould he the intereſt of the Soul before that of the 
Body,” and ſecure Eternal Life. This being laid, he proves the Chriſtian Reli 
to be the only way of fallen Man's being reſtor'd to the Favour of God, and obta 
ing a bleſſed Immortality. This great Argnment he manages with that clearneſs'and 
ſtrength, that none can refuſe aſſent unto it, without denying the infallible Princi- 
ples of Faith, and-the evident Principles of Nature. Og 

He alſo publiſht ſome warm Diſcourſes, to Apologize for the Preaching of Dif- 
ſenting Miniſters, and to excite them to do their Duty. -He did'not think that AQ 
of Unzformity could diſoblige them from the Exercife of their Office. 'Tis true, 
Ma eifftards are Titular-Gods by their Deputation and Vijcegerency, but ſubordinate 
and accountable to God above: Their Laws have no binding force upon the Con- 
ſcience, but from his Command ; and if contrary to his Law, are to be diſobeyed. 
The Miniſters Conſecrated to the Service of God are under a moral perpetual Obh- 
gation of Preaching the ſaving Truths of the Goſpel; as they have opportunity. 
There needs no miraculous Teſtimony of their Commiffion from Heaven, to authc- 
rize the doing their ordinary Duty. irate 
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In ſome points.-of modern Controverlie he judicioufly choſe the middle way, and 
adviſed young Divines to follow it. His reverence of the Divine Purity, made hit 
very {by and jealous of any Dodrine that ſcem'd to reflect a blemiſh and ſtain upon 
it. He was a clear aſſerter of the ſoveraign Freeneſs, and infallible Efficacy of Divine 
Grace in: the Converſion of Souls. In a Sermon reciting the Words of the Covenant 
of Grace, . 1 will put my fear into their hearts, and they ſhall not depart from me ; he ob-- 
ſerved the Tenor of it-was; I will, and you ſball. Divine Grace makes the rebellious 
Will obedient, but does not make the Will to be no Will. By the Illumination of 
the Mind, . the Will is inclin'd to Obedience, according to the Words of our Saviour, 
All that have heard and. learn'd of the Father come to me. He preach'd that the Death 
of. Chriſt-was certainly effeCtual for. all the Eleft to make*them partakers of Grace 
and Glory, and that it was ſo far beneficial to all Men, that they are not left in the 
_ fame deſperate State with the fallen Angels, but are made capable of Salvation by the 
Grace of the Goſpel : not capable'as Efficients to convert themſelves, but as Subjects 
to receive ſaving Grace. He did ſo honour the ſincerity of God, as entirely to be- 
lieve his, Will declared in his Word : he would not interpret the Promiſes of the 
hae wales a leſs gracious ſenſe than God intended them : Therefore if Men finally 
periſh, 'tis.not,for want of Mercy in God, nor Merits in Chriſt, but for their willful 
refuſing Salvation. , 3 aid 5:2 hs 
_ .. His Books of Practical Divinity have been effeCtual for more numerous Converſi- 
ons of Sinners to God, than any printed in our time : and while the Church remains 
_ on Earth, will be of continual Efficacy to recover loſt Souls. There is a vigorous 
Pulte jn them. that keeps the Reader awake and attentive. His Book of the Saints 
Everlaſting Reſt, was written by him when languiſhing in the ſuſpence of Life and 
Death, but has the Signatures of his holy and vigorous Mind. To allure our De- 
ſires, he unyails the San&uary above, and diſcovers the Glory and Joys of the Bleſſed 
In the Divine Preſence, by a Light ſo ſtrong and lively, that all the glittering Vani- 
ties of this World vaniſh in that Compariſon, and a ſincere Believer will deſpiſe 
them, as one of mature Age does the. Toys and Baubles of Children. To excite our 
fear he removes the Skreen,. and makes the Everlaſting Fire of Hell fo viſible, and 
repreſents the tormenting Paſſions of the Damned in thoſe dreadful Colours, that if 
duly confidered,: would check-and controul the unbridled licentious Appetites of the 
moſt ſenſual. Wretches. ; <p ty 
His Call to the Uncomeerted ; how ſmall in bulk, but how powerful in virtue ? 
Truth ſpeaks in it with that authority and efficacy, that'it makes the Reader to lay 
his hand upon his heart, and find he has a Soul and a Conſcience, though he lived 
before as if he had none. He told ſome Friends, that ſix Brothers were Converted 


* 


by reading that Call ; and that every Week he received Letters of ſome Converted by 
his Books T his he ſpake with moſt humblethankfulneſs, that God was pleaſed to uſe 
him as an inſtrament for the Salvation of Souls. | 
- Hethat was fo ſolicitous for the Salvation of others, was not negligent of his own; 
but as regular Love requires, his firſt Care was to prepare himſelf for Heaven. In 
him the Virtues of the Contemplative and ACtive Life were eminently. united. ; His 
time was ſpent in Communion with God, and in Charity to Men. He lived above 
the ſenfible World, and in ſolitude and filence conversd with God. The frequent 
and ſerious Meditation of Eternal things was the powerful means to make his Heart 
holy and heavenly, and from thence his Converſation. His Life was a practical Ser- 
mon, a drawing Example. There was an Air of Humility and SanGtity in his mor- 
tified Countenance; and his Deportment was becoming a Stranger upon Earth, and 
a Citizen of Heaven. 

Though all Divine Graces, the fruit of the Spirit, were viſible in his Converſation, 
yet ſome were more eminent. | _ 

Humility is to other Graces, as the Morning-Star is to the Sun, that goes before 
it, and follows it in the Evening: Humility prepares us for the receiving of Grace, 
God gives Grace to the bumble - and it follows the Exerciſe of Grace; Not I, ſos the 
Apoſtle, but the Grace of God in me. In Mr. Baxter there was a rare Union of ſub- 
lime Knowledge, and other ſpiritual Excellencies, with the loweſt Opinion of him- 
felf. He wrote to one that ſent a Letter to him full of Expreſſions of Honour and 
Eſteem, Tow do admire one you do not know ; Knowledge will cure your Error. The more 
we know God, the more woe; we ſee to admire him ; but our knowledge of tlie Crea- 

_ Creature diſcovers its imperfetions, and leflens our eſteem. To the ſame 
> expreſſing his Veneration of him for his excellent Gifts and Graces, 


replied with heat, I have the remainders of Pride in me, how dare you blow 7s 
$:# 
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te Parke of it ? He defir'd ſome Miniſters, his choſen Friends, to meet at his Houle, 
and ſpend a day in Prayer for his direftion in a matter of moment :. before the Duty 
was begun, he ſaid, I have deſir'd your Aſſiſtance at this time, becauſe I believe God will 
ſooner hear your Prayers than mine. Heinutated St. Auſtiz both in his Penitential Con- 
feſſions, and RetraQations. In conjun&ion with Humility, he had great Candor for 
others. He could willingly bear with Perſons. of differing. Sentiments :  hewonld xo: 
proſtitute his own Judgment, nor raviſh anothers. He did not over-elteem himſelf, nor 
under-value others. He would give liberal Encomiums of many Conforming Divines. 
He was ſevere to himſelf, but candid in excufing the. faults of others,, Whereas, the 
its Inquirer and Cenſurer of the faults of others, .is uſually; the cafie NegledQer. of 
IS OWN. | ES Wee TC 
Self-denial and Contempt of the World were ſhining Graces in him,... I never knew 


any Perſon leſs indulgent to himſelf, and more indifferent to his-Temporal Intereſt.. 


The offer of a Biſhoprick was no Temptation, to him :.. for-his exalted; Soul deſpiſed 
the Pleaſures and Profits which others ſo carneſtly deſire ; he . valued not anempty 
Title upon his Tomb. ES, ne die cn LA EO 6 

His Patience was truly Chriſtian. Gad does often try his Children;/by AMiStions, 
to exerciſe their Grares,. to occaſion- their Viory, and to entitle them to..a trium- 
phant Felicity. OOTY Gn 242.24 on a ted Os es 

This Saint was tried by many Afiittions. We are very terigder of oor Reputations 
his Name was obſcur'd under a Cloud of detraQton. , Many fanderous Darts were 
thrown at him. He was charg'd with Schiſm and Sedition. \He was accus'd for-his. 
Paraphraſe upon the New Teſtament, as guilty of difſoyal Aſperſions upon the Go- 
vernment, and Condemn'd, . unheard, to a Priſon, where he remain'd for ſome Years. 
But he was ſo far from being moved at the unrighteous Proſecution, that he.joyful- 


# + 


ly. faid to a conſtant Friend, What could I deſere more of God, . than after having. ſerv'd 
him to my power, I ſhould now be called to ſuffer for him, One who had been a fierce Diſ- 
ſenter, was afterward rankled with an oppc 


ſite heat, and very contumeliouſly in his 


Writings refle&ted upon Mr. Baxter, who. Glilx endurd his Contempt : and when: 


the ſame Perſon publiſht a leartied Diſcourſe in Defence of Chriſtianity, Mr. Baxter 
faid; I forgive hine all for his writing that Book. . Indeed he was ſo.m 


ly honourable, as he was thought worthy of the -hatred of thoſe.Perſons. . _ - 

'- Tis true, the Cenſures and Reproaches-of others whom he eſteemed and loved, 
toucht him in the tender part. But he, with the great Apoltle, .conmted #t a_ſmall 
thing to be judg'd by Mens day. He was entire to, his Conſcience,. and independent up- 
on the opinion of others. But his Patience was more eminently tried by his con- 
tinual pains and languiſhing. Martyrdom is a more ealie way of dying, when the 
Combat and the Vi&ory are finiſht at once, than to dye by degrees every day... His 
Complaints were frequent, but who ever heard an unſubmiſive word: drop from his 
Lips ? He was not put out of his Patience, nor out of the poſſeſſion of himſelf. In 
his ſharp Pains, he ſaid, I have a rational Patience, and a believing Patience, though 
{ſenſe would recail. TE TOS OOO. TO DT 9 
His pacifick Spirit was a clear Charafter of his being a Child of God. How ar- 
dently he endeavour'd to cement the breaches among: us, which others widen and 
keep open, is publickly known. He faid to a Friend, I car as wilngly be « Martyr 
for Love, as for any Article of the Creed, Tis ſtrange to aſtoniſh nent, that GE ho 
agree in the ſubſtantial and great Points of the Reformed Religion, and are of .dit- 
fering Sentiments only in things not ſo clear, nor of that moment as thoſe wherein 


S* 


they conſent, ſhould ſtill be oppoſite Parties. Methinks the remembrance how our 
Diviſions lately expos'd us to our watchfull Adverſary, and were almoſt fatal to the 
intereſt of Religion, ſhould conciliate our AﬀeQions. . Our common danger and com- 
mon deliverance, ſhould prepare our Spirits for a fincereand firm Union." Whenour 
Sky was ſo dark without a glimmering Horizon, then by a new dawning of God's 
wonderful Providence, a Deliverer appear'd,' our gracious Soveraign,. who has the 
Honotk of eſtabliſhing our Religion at home, and gives us hopes of reſtoring it abroad, 
in places from whence 'it has been ſo unrighteouſly and cruelly pers May the 
Union of his Proteſtant SubjeQs. in religious things ſo defir'd by wiſe and good Mev, 
be accompliſht by his princely Counſel and Authority. Integrity with Charity would 
remove thoſe things that have ſo long diſunited us. I return from this Digreſſion. 

Love to the Souls of Men 'was the peculiar CharaQer of Mr. Baxter's Spirit. In 
this he imitated and honoured. our Saviour, who prayed, dyed, and lives for the 


Salvation of Souls. All his natural and ſt tural Endowments were ſubſervient 
_ to this bleſſed End. It was bis Meat and Drink, the Life and Joy of his Life to do 
good 
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ood to Souls. His Induſtry was almoſt incredible in his Studies : he had a ſenſitive 
Nature deſirous of eaſe as others have, and faint Faculties, yet ſuch was the continb- 
at Application of himſelf to his great Work, as if the Labour of one Day had ſup- 
plyed ſtrength for another, ad the ata; yo of the Spirit had ſupported the Weakneſs 
of the Fleſh. In his uſtal Converſation, his ſerious, frequent and delightfull Diſcourſe 
was of Divine things, to inflame his Friends with the Love of Heaven. He received 
with tender Comp Gon and condefcending Kindneſs, the meaneſt that came to him 
for Cbuncel and Eoufolation. He gave in one Year a hiidred Pounds to buy Bibles 
for the Poor. He has in. his Will diſpos'd of all that remains of his Eſtate after the 
Legacies to his Kindred; for the benefit of the Souls and Bodies of the Poor. He 
continued to preach ſo long notwithſtanding his waſted languiſhing Body, that the 
Iſt time, he almoſt died in the Pulpit. It would have been his joy to have been 
oft Soi in the Mount, | Ta DN  - n 

- Not long after his laſt Sermon, he felt the Approaches of Death, and was confin'd 
td His fick Bed. ' Death' reveals the Secrets of the Heart, then words are ſpoken with 
moſt. feeling and leaſt AﬀeQation. This excellent Saint was the ſame in his Lite and 
Death: his lat f Hours were ſpent in preparing others and himſelf to appear before 
God: He faill to his Friends that viſited him, You come hither to learn to dye, I an 
not the only Pei that muſt go this way, I can aſſure you, that your whole Life be it never 
fo'long is tittle e$otbh to prepare for Death. ave a care of this vain deceitful World, 
and the Luſts of the Fleſh - be ſure you chooſe God for your portion, Heaven for your home, 
God's Glory for your. end, Fs word for your rule, and then you need never fear but we ſhall 
524 with Co fort. . | nn dans OD _ 
' Never was penitent Sinner more humble and debaſfing hinifelf, never was a ſincere 
Believer more calm and comfortable. He acknowledged himſelf to be the vileſt Dung- 
hilworm ('twas. his uſual Exprefſion) that ever went to Heaven. ' He admir'd the 
Divine Condefcenfion to us, often ſaying, Lord what is Mar, what am I vile Worms to 
the gr-at God ? Many times he prayed, God be merciful to me a Sinner, and bleſſed 


God,” that that was tft upon record in the Goſpel as at, effedtual Prayer. He ſaid, 


Got way juſtly condemn me for the 'beft Duty I ever did: and all mey hopes are from the free 
Mercy 7 Bd Chriſt, which he often Kt _— PORE OT jr 
Aﬀter a flamber he wak'd and faid, 1 fat reft from wy Labour : a Miniſter then pre- 
ſent ſaid, And your Works follow you: to whom he replied, No Works, I will leave out 
Works, if God will grant me the other. When a Friend was comforting him with the 
remembrance of the good many had received by his Preaching and Writings, he faid, 
I was but a Pen in God's hand, and what praiſe 1s due to a Pen. | 


PIE _ 


5 
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© Hisrefign'd Submiſſion to the Will of God in his ſharp Sickneſs, was eminent. When 
extremity of pain conſtrain'd him earneſtly to pray to God for his releaſe by Death, 
he' wonld check himſelf: 1: is not fit for me to reſeribe, and ſaid, when thou wilt, what © 
thou wilt, how thou wilt. F | 


Being in great Anguiſh, he ſaid, O how anſearchable are his ways and his. paths peſt 
finding out I the Jn of his Provodence we cannot fathom : and to his Friends, pg, 
think the worſe of Religion for what you ſee me ſuffer. _ | bots! 


Being often ask'd by his Friends, how it was with his inward Man, He replied, I | 


bleſs God I have a wel-grounded Aſſurance of my Eternal .Happineſs, and great Peace and 


Comfort within :, but it was his trouble he could not trium hantly expreſs it, by reaſon of his 
extream Pains, He ſaid, Flefb muſt periſh, and we muſt feel the periſhing of it < and that 
though his Judgment ſubmitted, yet ſenſe would ſtill make him groan. | : 
Being asked by: a Perſon of Quality, whether he had not great Joy from his be- 
ltieving Apprehenfionsof the inviſible'State, he replied : What elſe think you Chriftiani- 
ty ſerves for ? He ſaid, The Conſideration of the Deity in his Glory and Greatneſs was tos 
high for our Thoughts ; but the Conſideration of the Son of God in our Nature, and of the 
Saints in Heaven, whom we knew and loved, did anc fect and familiarize Heaven to 
him. The deſcription of Heaven in the 12. tothe Hebrews and the 22. was moſk com- 
fortaþle to him : That he was going to the innumerable company of Angels, and to the ge- 
neral js and Church of the firſt-born, whoſe Names are written 1 Heaven ; and to 
God the Judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfe@® ;, And to Jeſwe the Medi- 
ator of the new Covenant, and to the broad of ſprinkling that ſpeaks better things than the 
blood of Abel. That Scripture, he (aid, deſerved a thouſand thouſand Thoughts : He 
ſaid, O how comfortable is that promiſe, Eye has not ſeen, nor Eer heard, neither hath it 
entred into the heart of Man to conceive he things God hath laid up for thoſe who love 


him. 
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At another time he ſaid, That he found great comfort and ſweetneſs in repeatins the 
words of the Lord's Prayer, and was ph that ſome Fr people = i ed Neainſ the 
uſe of it + for there were all neceſſary Petitions for Soul and Body contain'd in it. 

- Atother times he gave excellent Connſel to young Miniſters that viſited him, ad 
earneſtly prayed to God to bleſs their I abours, and make them very ſucceſsful in Converting 
many Souls to Chriſt : And expreſsd great Joy in the hopes that God would do a great 
deal of good by them; and that they were of moderate peacefull Spirits.  _. 

| He did often pray that God would be merciful to this miſerable diſtraed World : and 
that he would preſerve his Church and Intereſt in it. | 

He advis'd his Friends to beware of ſelf-conceitedneſs, as a Sin that was likely to ruine 
= ar pong ; and ſaid, I have written a Book againſt it, which I am afraid has done lit- 
FLle g00 | ou | 
Being ask'd whether he had alter'd his Mind in Controverſial Points, he ſaid, Thoſe 

that pleaſe may know my Mind in my Writings : and what he had done was not for his own 
Reputation, but the Glory of God. : | 


I went to him with a very worthy Friend, Mr. Mzther of New-Ergland, the day 
before he died, and ſpeaking ſome comforting Words to him, he replied, I have 
pain, there is no arguing againſt Senſe, but I have peace, Thave peace. I told him youare 
now approaching to your long-deſtr'd home, he anſwer'd, I believe, I believe. He 
7 to Mr. Mather, I bleſs God that you accompliſht your Buſineſs, the Lord prolong your 

He. \ | | 
He expreſt a great willingneſs todye, and during his Sickneſs, when the Queſtion 
wasask'd, how he did, his reply was, aloft wel, His Joy was moſt remarkable, when 
in his own apprehenfions Death was neareſt : and. his Spiritual Jay atlength was con- 
ſummate in Eternal Joy. . 

Thus lived and dyed that blefſed Saint. I have without any artificial Fiction of * 
Words, given a ſincere ſhort Account of him. All our Tears are below the juſt grief 
for ſuch an unvaluable Loſs. It is the Comfort of his Friends, that he enjoys a bleſ- 
ſed Reward in Heaven, and has left a precious Remembrance on the Earth. 

Now bleflet&be the gracious God, that he was pleaſed to prolong the Life of his 
Servant, Fo uſeful and beneficial to the World to a full Age : that he has brought 
him ſlowly and ſafely to Heaven. I ſhall conclude this Account \ my own de- 
liberate Wiſh : May I live the ſhort remainder of my Life, as entirely to the Glory 
of God, as he lived; and when I ſhall come to the Period of my Life, may I dye in 
the ſame bleſſed Peace wherein he died ; may I be with him in the Kingdom of Light 
and Love for ever. 


POSTSCRIPT 


Shall annex two Paſſages declaratory, the one of his Humility, the other of his 
I Excellent Abilities. He had ſuch an Abhorrence of himſelf for his Sins, that he 
faid to a Miniſter, I car more eaſily believe, that God will forgive me, than I can forgive 
my ſelf. The other was, being in the Pulpit to preach; he found that he had forgot 
to put his Notes into his Bible : he, pray'd to God for his Aſſiſtance, and took the 
firſt Text that occurr*d to his View 1n opening the Bible : and il an Excellent 
Sermon for the Matter and Order of it upon the Prieſthood of Chriſt. After he was 
come down, he enquir'd of a Miniſter preſent, whether he had not tid him, who 
replyed, No; but with ſeveral others declar'd they were exceedingly ſatisfied with 


his Diſcourſe ; he ſaid, It was neceſſary to have a Body of Divinity in ones Flead. 
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with pleaſant LO” Who amongſt the many pretenders to Wiſdom, had a convincing 
[ 
from the ſeght of Go 


rows here, comes from the School of Heaverr :-as the Sun-revives ws by-4ts chearful Appear- 


their wil ful and guilty negle®#. It might 
; "Fe Mon-with all their AFeive Powe: 


F hat excellent Hippſwre 


b ſufficient Fo qanrv; that what & | 


inately averſe from their own Hay- 
pineſs. The! # of Agess, thy Fel wy is ſo com- 
pleat nn The Soul ſhall bean a ftate 
Po, | 


ets, the Will ſatisfied 


C able VAM; f i 
ſatisfy the 
times ſo 


cus Futurity, and preſent ſenſible Things, of no price in compariſon, have the higheſt place in 
their Efteem and AﬀeTGions.The 2 30 Means to recover Man from his woful Folly,are unceaſing 
fervent Prayers, That the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory, may give 
unto them the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in the knowledge of him: TheEyes 
of their Underſtandings being inlightned, that they may know what 1s the Hope of 
his Calling, and what the Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance 1n the Saints : and 
to repreſent this World, and the next, as they are to their conſtderate Minds, that their 1n- 
lcreſt and Duty, with united Efficacy, may over-rule their Hearts, and turn the Strcam of 
thiis Endeavours into the right Channel ;,-that the judiciows Compariſon between ObjeTs ſo 
vaſtly differing, may be the governing Principle of their Lives. AU! Things are vain and 
reoent, within the Confines of Time , all Things ſtable and ſolid in the Territories of 
ternity. | 


JOHN 


> 2 . 
CE ee commons . » 


into Deſpair, he aſſures them, that their Separation ſhpuld not be final, nd'that i 
was not the fingular .Priviledge of St. Peter, that he:ſbowd fallow bins hereafter ; 


eributes (pecified-in Seripeure..; Firſt, God is. to be the:artihcial Bui 
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In my Father's Houſe are many Manſions ; bh it were not þ [ waul have il 
you: I go to prepare a Place for you. 


UR bleffed Saviour .in the Words, applics Heavenly Comfort to his Diſc 
ples, to ſupport'their droopi Spirits i in his abſence from them : He fores 
told his departure ; Lzttle Children, yet 4 little while I ane with you. Ve /- "of 13- 34+ 
ſeek me + and as I 4:d to the Jews, whither I £0, ye cannot cones; Jo now [ſay 
-nto you. This tenderly affetted their Hearts : But that their ' Sortow, might; nat;flow; 


that there were-Rooms reſerved in Heaven for.: them all, ;:and He. would return and 
receive them to Himſelf. This Conſolation: He es:to them. in avery afetic- 


nate. manner, Let not your Hearts be troubled;: ; No Work is more Divine, none more Ch 19: r; 
proper-and delightful to our Saviour, than to cotnfort the afflicted Spirits of his Peo- 
ple.. - He direQs them, T7 believe i» God, believe alſo in me, God. is the Supreme Ob-. - 


| Power i in: 


X& of Faith, his unchangeable Love and Faithfulneſs, with his infin 
the accom iſhing his Promiſes, is the Security. of Believers, : C riſt, -as; 
tween God and guilty Creatures, is the immediate Obje& of, our; Faith 3; 
ſtores us to. the Favour of God, therefore. 'tis ſaid, we believe in God by. 
ter; this Preface to calm the unquiet Agitations of their Minds, and make cher more 
recettive of :comfort, he propoſeth.to them 

1-:A/blefſed Dodrine 3 In 7 Father's Hou Hee are many Monſions, capable to: receive 
all: bas:Diſciples.: - - 

/2;-Give them an infallible aſſurance of it. ; I. From his inviolate Love and Truth, 


If it were not ſo, © would have told you. 2. That his going AWAY: WIENGLED INT: 


in theKingdom af Glory, but to Lag e plans fir them 
RAR he Powe th —_ L + Lil diſcogſe 0 of from theſe V W: 


LS; | we i, "nh 1, -1193 31 
zging this Arg went, will BIWTYIES PO es iogtn 
Is phe pans ax Excellencies of this Place oa ep fats and 
W Ms |; LB TITTIO OFT 


the ſtate of Felicity that. is : ieſegnanble. fromj all;that d 
.'2.;Conlider the infallib urance we have of obtainia 
. oe this Plane may be argued 1 


to ſignify; a;;correſpondent, Excellency 1n the. Work.to the! Lil Bl Kee > 
Works .af God have a Divine Im hon of his VOTE ata ants pros | all 


hath. ordered their: &venal degrees of Exc 


upreme Heaven: was made to; be-the;Tem 
diffuſe. the richeſt Beams of his Good 
and accor Wy.s a moſt noble! AL FIAane,s: ANG AncTeATCLWO 
kr and: in its Creat + may; iatey te peentiar Ticel 


'enc WY OT ij 33.5 7% 25 2 rot " "i 

575 Tis thethggianlig: BY 3 the Pre bor og þ nt intelle&ual Beings, the Ang 
are ns Firſt-Box-:of Gods Power z and in Natural and Derinal Icrngatives exc 
Men. i From hence, it js.that Hoa Cuollency: of any praiſe-wartby;, Quality; in Men, 'is 
ſet forth. by a xeſkmblance-iof the; Angels. _ nt Wiſdom: 

the King, like enApgel of God. Excellent El F004 
of Angels. . Heraich M1 to eg.exepllent Holi 

Houſe: of David ſhall bp, as the bh A. 
of Perfection, is-the Bale andMeaſar 

in forming the material Wi 
dignity, before. all, the, F 
Greatfon of the viſible, Worlds + 
its Furniture was compleated: 
of inviſtible Things,. which\1s axprelly 
firſt made, and then Man cr ated 


GK med ta 
"FH iglh ni; F: "F406 M3 


S 34 K361t*# +; 


| * oy. Boyle, to: the-ſhihing , 


> os -—_——————— 


Mr. David Clarkſon's Funeral Ge 


— 
——_ ——— 


the higheſt Heaven, the Seat of the Angels, was made before they were created. Now 
Job 38. 4, % the Angels we are inform'd by Divine Revelation) were preſent when the Founda- 
7. tions x the Earth were laid, and God ſtretched his Line upon it : Then the Morning Stars 
ogether, and all the Sons of God | Sos for Joy. They ſaw the riling World, the 
DES and beaity of its Frame, the.admirable Order that diſtinguiſhes and unites its 
Parts, that all Things were divinely done, and tranſported with wonder and joy ce- 
lebrated the praiſes of the Creator. 
+3," The Supreme Heaven /is the effeft of God's. immediate Creation. 'The Earth 
witti all its Ornaments was form'd of preexiſtent Matter : the Chaos, a confuſed Maſs, 
was the Exmbris of the fublunary World : but the Supreme Heaven is his more imme- 
diate ard exquifice Workmanſtup, and recciv'd its Being and Perfeftion at once. You 
may 4.p—rqcts i CA the. Acvvtint is given by Moſes of the Creation of Man ; God 
_ #alte Mis 0 of the Ground. His Body derives its Birth from the low. Ele- 
"ment; ant wore A of the Cteatot is wonderful in the artificial ſtrufture of it: 
'Fis a6ded; Od brent bed into h# Neftrils the Breath of Life 5 and Man became a living 
Soul.” Fs Batth efiters into the compoſition of his Body, "but his Soul was inſpired 
by the Breatlvof Gb& 7 that &, by his Divine Power immediately created 4 and in | 
_ nobility of Watiire;” a1d"ics \piritiiat Endowrents, incompatably excels the Body, 
' Ard the third Heaven, though not 2 ſpititual Subſtance, yet in the purity of its Na- 
9ſcetids whatever was form'd ' of groſs Matter. 
This being pretnis'd; I will now tonfider what the Scripture reveals to us of that 
Place that is lene y the Honfe of God. 
4. The Athplitiide of it. Our Saviour tells us, The Way is narrow, and the Gate es 
that ledtts16/i8, 6 Excite our diligence 3 but there are many Manſions in the Ce 
Pallace to encourage our Hopes. 'Tis therefote call'd « "i a Kingdom. If welook up 
y, wherein are the Suh, that b the computation of late |* prog 


Gen. 2. 7+ 


- of che bgh mers, ſome thouſands of times exceeds the Earth in its magnitude ; and innumerable 
Mes intel rs; and ſore of that great, ' that t eigh times excced this Globe arent 
mv; to God &ec, tht te'thie igriorant; © therdfore wr whe Fs are judged to be as' je birt 
P. 3% Cie the Scum of chat T TK au > between the Firmament | 

eting pc Git + or? Minds wAl bet and loſt in taking meaſtres of that 
chat ſeem zundids ::'-and =panfſion, with all the glorious L n 
15 but the Portal = f the Houſe of God. Therefore Solomon, ſettinig forth the bound- 
leſs Greatneſs of on fait] THIS the Heaven, and #b+ Hedven of Heavens cannot con- 
tein him; that is, Air if RERG n; nor the Supreme Heaven 
bers ot ivineMaker's 
licit 7 there is anſverable. 
We y be as ET included m 4'S; nat; as the Di 
em E444 ian a” _— 
henſive Spitits 3 ard is ſaſſicient omak ator: Dnp | 
Saints as happy aSorie Perſon, ls Lok AT Eko LAN Godt ws 
ſenfibly reprofented by it: Hevetyis eal'd, he Thbdvititce'bf vhe Seiwes for Light.” As 
the Sun (his Almoner) c iffuſes jts Light and Heat fo generally, that every one in- 
irerently erjo it Note preje to others. "A As the” Sun ſtreams forth in Ra 
nent,” ref Chic perpetual Mirade In Nature ) without the leaft di- 
For'by Lultte and E CEA 'thits the wer fo hteoufſheſs diſpences his in- 
uence of Knowlddpe; and Love, and Joy,” toaltthe ? Fietfod, Afſembly above, and 
Quanmibeny s the-unive Aa Flappinds '6f 8ll, "aig" Ventiee Hhpy f$-of Fre Op Saint. God is 
capace* an inextaultible Folintain' c ty:->As he that of a living pr pon 
Fors vince owitig and" full as defore dafore, ſuſſcient 3; Refrcthw thou- 
m—_— © thusg'God' able 46 Wake: thany Worlds happy. An 
rely and; mary the firſt Born's, or is lefſen'd by Di- 
Heb. 12. ave the ignity y of 'the firſt born, and are Heirs of God, 
_ tice. Our heaventy Father verifies to every Saint, 


| to/his mM. AB that I hive is tha. 
'The Apoſtle ſetth, "Ti a City that hath Foun- 
Gia Cities that are raiſed wy tho greateſt Kings, 


who 
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who are corruptible, and mortal, are ſo lightly built, that hey may be conſum'd. 
by Fire, batter'd by Storms, and without external Violetice, yet from an inward prin- 
ciple of Decay, fink into Ruins: but Heaven is the City of the living God, the Seat of 
his eternal Empire. This preſent World is like a Tent pitcht for a time, whilſt the 
Church is ſojourning in the Wilderneſs: the moſt ſol Fi parts of it, the viſible Hea- oo, 102, 
ven, and Earth, ſhall periſh, either by an entire Confaniptiond, or their ruin _ Foc, Ch. $ 
terminate in a renovation to a better State. But the third Heavenis above the 
nion of the Elements, exempted from all changes, and for ever.remiins. Tis. be. bn1- 
beritance incorruptible, undefiled, and fades not away: The integrity, purity, and = 
ry of it are always the ſame. Tis the habitationof God's Throne, He fits 3 Heay ” Plas 
fecure from all the tumultuous Conſpiracies of his Enemies, and derides their 1 m PIOUS 
Attempts, againſt his Son, and Chutch. His Throne is unſhaken there, notwithi ane 
ing things below areturn'd about in a vertiginous Circle; | And as the Houſe, fo the 
Inhabitants, and their felicity, are eternal. Glory, Honour,” and'Jmeniostalit , re Fþz Rom. 2: | 
Reward of all that patiently continue in well-doing. Our Saviour affutes his Diſciples, 
| Becauſe I lime, ye ſhall live alſo. He tafted Death them, and ſwallowed it wp in 7" *4- 
ry, He declar 4; in Viſion to St, John, Behold, am alive for ever more. - The Lord of Revel. 1. 
Life will uphold. the Saints in that bleſſed State for ever 2 They ſhall never-fall out 
of the Arms and Boſom of a gracious God. He will never withdraw his Love; and 
they ſhall never forfeit it : for Sin 1s from the perverſnicſs)of the; Will,: and diſorder 
of the Aﬀedtions, join'd with ſome error of the Mind: But in the Light of Glory 
and full enjo ment of God, the Underſtanding Is fo perfeQly illuminated, the W i 
and the AﬀeCtions fo exceedingly fatisfied, that "tis s impoſid e they ſhould apprebend 
errgacoryly., or delire irregularly. 
lorzous Advantage the redeemed Saints have (by Jeſus Chriſt who obtain 4 Heb. 9. 18: 
Ms edemption for thew) 'above the Grace given't to. Angels ard Man in the firſt 
Creation. The Angels were upon trial of their Obedience, not in ac determin'd ſtate 
of Felicity. . Their firſt declination of Loye and: Subjeti ang ene was a downfal from 
their bl, ed Habitation. Woful change ! how unlike themſelves in their original 
Purity, and Glory? An nnparalleP'd | Fram ime of the frailty of the Creature that for- 
{akes God, and of the Divine Severity... d in Paradiſe for a little 


While, and had a raoinous fall with all 1 is Progeny. Lond thed San 

Ft with Chrift-in Heavenly Places, and enjoy; an- nchange cable rn State. 

rap Aoowly rmanent, as the everlaſting ObjeQ that pe N ves 
rg ierrells 3 


L Fen 30 ns 
to feed Defires and De oy hes, Our. .God jnfirifepwopict 
army for ever. THOR 1a ins crown d with Etirni- 


5 


ler anutter impoſſibility of Deliverance, Arefac xd and tort 
So the tg Above, that enjoy the 'Beatil & ifios, 'by 0 
its PE ity, are fill'd with a Joy unſp gl TEE #- 
he San&ity of this bleſſed Houſe, - Tis ſeparate from the reſb os the 16 Wodd i iti 
. Its % ublime Situation, and.its,unparallel'd Exeellencies, - Sa 7 of Place isiRielative, 
and is fonnded, either-upon-the manifeſtation of God's ſpecial enee;.or donſocta- 
tion of it to his Service... Tis-conliſtent with the divine. Inmanliry, 'to'be'Different- 
ly preſent in ſeveral places 2-.a$ the Soul:is in/anothefmanhet preſent 1n tlie 'Head, 
where it performsits nobjeſtCparations, than'i in other of the Body's arid por 
any ſpecial appearance. Fo God, a Place isSacred. .'Thuswhen Myſe- approact'd to 
ſee the Flaming, uſh,” he\was. enjoit?d, .. .Do.mat wy hang -_et off "rby ' BH0Es Exod. 4. 4. 
from off thy Feet, the place where. thou. utdeft vs. Holy Grow AO Teſtimony 
of the Divine Preſence angifed the Place, and't - lrg 4 Re /eFEnce 
was due, a Sign and Effet of, th internal\Keſpe& that-ig.owing to bis\moſt-adordblc 
Majeſty. The ſanity of that. Pl: Gs, was ath. extraordinary Relation, and ceas'd; up- 
on the vaniſhing of 04 Flame, ,the. ſign of God's Preſence. 'There:18 alſo'a\Relarive 
SanCtity, by the Conſecration of Time- of, 'Place for Holy Uſes: Thus:theiSeventh 


ay, 
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\ Day, upon the finiſhing the Creation, was hallowed - by God himſelf, ſet apart as 
the firſt Fruits of Days for his Service, and applied to Divine Worſhip, that Man 
might entirely exerciſe his Mind in admiring and praiſing the Creator, whoſe Glory 
was viſible in his Works. And in both theſe reſpe&ts, the Temple of Hiernſalem was 
Holy, as being appropriated to God's Service by his own EleCtion and Appointment ; 
and being the place wherein he exhibited his Preſence in a ſpecial manner. Solomon 

expreſſeth this as the End of building the Temple, in his Letter to the King of Tyre, 
2 Chr. 2.4. defiring his Afiſtance ; Behold, I build an Hoe to the Name of the Lord my God, to 

dedicate it to him, and to burn before him ſweet Incenſe, and for the continual Shewbread, 
and for the burnt-Offerings morning and evening, on the Sabbaths, and on the new Moons, 

and on the ſolemn Feaſts of the Lord our God. And we read, at the Dedication of S9- 
lomon's Temple, that a ſuddain thick Cloud obſcur'd the Air, afign of God's deſcend- 

Ing and acceptance, whoſe inviſible Majeſty was veiled under it : and whether from 

2 Chr. $- 13, that Sacred Darkneſs, or fear at the unexpe&ed Miracle, the Prieſts. could not mini- 

14. ſter becauſe of the Cloud. The Sacrifices, Muſick, and all the Temple-Service was 

interrupted.” But the Temple built with Hands, and all its pompous Service, was 

Pl 11-4 but an imperfe& mutable Shadow of the Holy Temple Above, where God exhibits 

his Sacred Preſence, not in a dark Vapour, but in the richeſt Beams of Glory, and 

wherein that moſt pure Spirit is worſtup'd in Spirit and Truth for ever. The Saints 
are « Royal Prieſt-hood to God, in a ſtate of Eminency, and ſeparation from the reſt 
of the World : They now offer up the Sacrifice of Praiſe, and the ſacred Incenſe of 

Prayer, infinitely more pleaſing to God than all the Sacrifice of Beaſts, and the moſt 

precious Gums, and Aromatick Spices, that with their ſweet Smoak perfum'd the 

Temple. But in the Holy of Holies Above, ("where no defiled thing can enter) they per- 

H.t-4 -Fform Divine Service in a Divine manner. The perfect Reſt in Heaven, is a Sabbath's 

Reſt, wherein our fervent Aﬀections, the Springs of ARivity, are in their powerful 

. Exerciſe upon God. Here our faint Earth clogs our aſcending Aﬀettions ; and ſuch 

is the tender Indulgence of our Heavenly Father, that wher the Spirit is willing, tho 

the: Fleſh be weak, he pardons and accepts us. But there our Bodies become Spiritual, 

qualified for the Exerciſes of Heaven, and allour Powers are in a holy Heat and Rap- 

ture, .admiring and praifing the blefſed God. Here the Saints often retire from the 

World, to worſhip the Divine Majeſty in their Cloſets; and the ſecrecy .of the Duty, 

is an Argument of the Sincerity, They withi'more freedom pour forth their Souls in- 
to his Boſom, and he infinuates the gracious acceptance of their Re uveſts: But the 
nobleft elevation of the Aﬀettions, is in communion with all the Saints and Angels 
above. The ardent Seraphims were inflam'd, crying one to another, Holy, Holy, Ho- 
Iy is the Lord of Hoſts, the whole Barth is full of his Glory. Here there muſt be ſome 
interval between the folemn Acts of Worſhip, the Circumſtances of the preſent State 
require it z but in the Heavenly SanQuary, 'tis their continual work and delight to 
celebrate the high Praiſes of God : They are before his Throne, and ſerve him day and 
 aight in his Temple. The Inhabitants of Arabia the Happy, burn, for-their common 
uſes, thoſe Aromatick Trees, that produce Myrrh and precious Balm,” of which the 
Sacred. Incenſe was compounded : and *tis no wonder, becauſe thoſeT WW cot 
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mon in their Country, that is open to the moſt favourable Aſpedts of thi Heavens, 
and the ſtrongeſt heat of the Sun :' But to our Countries, how little of thoſe rich Per- 


fumes are brought. And ſuch is the Compariſon between the Praiſes of the Angels 
and the glorified Saints, and'ours here below. They are always in the nobleſt Work, 
excited by the higheſt Motives. They are always under the dire& Beams of God's 
Favour, which are vigorouſly refle&ed in their Praiſes. ' All their Felicity is, to con- 
template his excellent PerfeQions, all their Pleaſure to love him, all their Glory to. 
obey him. Their affeQtionate Praiſes are renewed without intermiſſion, becauſe the 
Divine Favours arerenewed every moment. There isa petpetual circulation of Graces 
from the bleſſed Creator, and' Thankſgivings from the happy Creature. All their 
joyful Aﬀe@ions, -and their ſohmn Thoughts and Refle&jons are terminated: in that 
great and glorious Obje&. ' The Prophet declares their holy Employment ; They con- 
tinuelly ſpeak of the gloriow Honour of his Majeſty, and of his wondrowe Works : They 

_ ſheak of the Might of his terrible Aﬀs; and they declare his Goodmeſs, and ſing of his 
Righteouſneſs... The Lord is gracious, and full of compaſſion ; ſlow to anger, ' and of great 
Mercy. :;The Lord ' is good to all, ani his tender Mercies are over all his Works. AI thy 
Works praiſe thee, O Lord, and thy Saints bleſs thee. They ſpeak of the Glory of thy King- 
dom, and talk of thy Power. Thy Kingdom 3s an everlaſting Kingdom ; and thy Domi- 
ron . endures through all Generations, «They never ceaſe to love, and admire, and 
therefore never ceaſe to praiſe him. Their Hearts are eternally inflam'd, and their | 
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Mouths eternally. open'd to glorify him. But with Thee bi ry venierath n they fn ottoman 
adore his Mercy, . that Perfe ction ' that is the ſpecial. BEE ag} rd £ 
light of God z that which is the ſupreme of all the. glorious Atr " BAY 212f 4 
demption, that will be the principal Argument. of their, P: ttributes 1n 

Mercies of the Lord for ever z that Mercy that choſe then 


——_—_— 


Mercy that in ſuch an adturable. MANner. . condufted. | ; dk ve wing & he * 


that never left' them, but moſt. wiſely :order'd. all- things Pr 1n. relation_ 4 
their future Happineſs ; ; that Mercy. that crawns. thei ith * Life -; and. linmorta-" b 
lity, when the reprobate World. feel: the moſt. ene Ti Effetts. of reveriging Ju- Tod 
ſtice. We read of "the Jews after their Captivity, upon their finiſhing t ao ALUM 
ple, that with a tranſport: of Joy, they. cried, Grace ! Grace | when Ga ho is. | 
the Author of our 'Salyation, ſhalt have-finiſh'd it, with what a, ſweet Lake ſh Mt 
we celebrate his ſacred Praiſes { Mercy. upon Mercy, all is Mer: cſs 
proend is a on of Joy and Thankfulneſs. Bleſſed are theſe hg OE. #n thy. Houſe, the 
rajſe ſE Pt OT Co L9H 8 De» 
he: N liekefutnck of /this Place. ;'Tis call'd, Prof by halide! Hel 
=D the penitent Thief, the Companian of his Creſs, po t thou be with 
mein Paradiſe. 'Paradiſe was a Garden inted by aw aa bd to be the. 
Habitation of Adam in his ſtate of ori wth igheoulel, ew the. Ex ayourite of | : 
Heaven: it was the Beauty / and: Delig <a Flower. of the, World, and with 
abundance, and \ variety, exceedingly 10] all the defires: of Life, .Ivwas. waterd - 
with: four Rivers, to make it always GY pn and fruitful. But the Celeſtia fy 
radiſe as much excels it in'Beauty and els, as in its ſublime tuation : and 
the [joyful fatisfation of the Soul, in communion. with God, and' the Hed Bo 
cicty .there, infinitely excels all .the innocent. Delights: of the mira] Life. H- Gif Fen 
ven is a State of pure, 'full,” and unfading, Joy. - The,Joy of the Bleſſed is not. 
mixt with things. that may corrupt Its excellence. There i 15 an abſolute exemp- Ts” x 
tion from all Evils.' God: ſbalf' wipe away. al. tears from their Eyes « «" and there | af 
be' no more deaths, neither ſorrow, nor crying 5 neither ſhall. there he any more | pain. wt e 
Joy 1s full; "Tis call'd our Maſter's Joy. Great God, ;how i ieffable is that t Joy 
| Tis the richeſt Reward infinite Bounty - can: Bs to. faithful-Servants. be 
| * mrade like to Chriſt in Glory, implies a divine and full Perfeftion s ſo che ntwig into 
his oy implies the moſt zeoomplifhe and incomprehenſible Felicity.- [Tis 'a pert 


nent Joy that none ſhall take from the Blefled, as our Saviour promiſes his Diſcipl 
Here below, ſuppoſe a Perſon. qnrompate with all the Good r hin ; of the World, 
ct this. Felicity is neither without Defe&s, nor without Dependance upon Caſual 
things that he 1s never c On DaPPYs oo only. leſs miſerable : -and tho helives 
long in Proſperity, and hath a tenor of h to en oy it. $3 yet, as the unde 
Evening is preſently follow'd..by Night, ſo pes moſt 1 yigorous old 7 certainly 
attended with Death, - that extinguiſhes all. Ros Pleaſures. But in the Preſonce. of 
God is fulneſs of Joy ;, «t his Right Hand are Pleaſures for ever. 

To explainthis more particularly, let us conſider, that Knowledge, Lov: ,and Joy, 
are the Perfe&tions and Felicity of immortal TY and are Corr pondent to the ex- 
cellency of the Objefts upon which, they are fixt,: and the- capacity. of; the H pops Es 
that are exercis'd, and the degrees of Satisfation communicated to-t en 1, Now ir 
Heaven, our nobleſt Faculties, .the L Oper aning .and Will, are raisd an 
and entirely united to the beſt Objea a - What conice xk an Ry 


inveſted” with all, his attractive Attributes, - ; - his oy; = ahd in perfett _ 
loving | the. moſt lovely Obje&, and wick mp Boe Larlf by ir > When the 
Soul. freed from this mortal muddy Fleſh, and -the Mind- card How all rerrene | 
Images, convey'd}by the Channels of the Senſes , ſees God. Face to Face z, how is _ 
it raviſh'd with-wonder and love in the. fight of his moſt amiable Fxc xcellences 2K 
How pure a Joy. is infus'd to the Centre of the Soul, and fills .afl its De Ire 
permanent, like the everlaſting Spring from whence it flows ? The Pſalmiſt yt 
with the Love of God, breaks forth in an Holy. ExtalY.y; How. bleſſed is that IM. 
whom thou chuſeſt, and canſ-ſt to approach unto thee, that- He. may Awe. 
We ſhall be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of thy Houſe, even of thy Holy T:  AdMmita- 
ble Bleſſedneſs ! dear Feligity | The ſame Hee Koa: expreſſes his” eſt 1 ary 
affetion 3 How - excellent is, thy loving kindneſs,. O { They ſhall be abnaartly Th 
tisfied with the. futneſs of hy - Honſe + and thon ſhalt ble them drink of the River 
thy Pleaſure.. 'Here we .do but taſte aud ſee how good the Lord is 4nd. that 18 4 
POREE a Cordial, as Sora y: ſupports t the Saints under the heavi ſt Suffer 
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But. Heaven is the. lent of Joy. | Here a PR F ;eht of his Goodneſs, how 
As 16. 24, reviving is it, A x Da ig Veitr of Light, from his favourable Countenance,  piercd 


25. int the m 5 ar NN Fa and” Silas were: chain'd; - and rais'd:their : 
Spiri RE GR. 'they ſang Praiſes t6 God : the illuſtrious:refledti-., 
on. Cl vr DYE 'and | preg a gloſs of Joy upon them... - But 
in Heave! the fir po Titles, that God ' # Light,' and that God? 


; ' wo ly ext 5 and experimentally underſtoodby the Saints. '7hey 
&, in his « Aetiet Glory and all the ſoeret Treaſures 'of ' his Wifdom, : 
his Works of Wonder are n nfeded, and' the ſweeteſt Manifeſtations: of his 
Love are given to' Fi: - That which the Prophet declates of God's tender Af: 
+ verified in the moſt, 'excellent manner in Heaven; The 
Lord thy 20d in the of thee 1+ ighty' : he will ſave, he will rejoyce over thee with. 
Joy : be will refs in his Love, he wi Joy over thee: with ſinging. That the blefled. 
God i is well pleaſed" inthe” glorified Saints; is the ſupreme degree of their Felicity. 
How joyful a Complacency ariſes from the Communion with the bleſſed- Re- 
cemer, and the Saints.in Heaven? Love is the firſt Fountain of Joy ; and the 
nore intenſe, the more: rattling is the Fruition. / The Love of Chriſt to them was 
| Ko N that t from Eternity he was infinitely. pleas'd in the thoaghts'of thei Salva 
; His Delights ans Fob of *:Mzx, before they delighted in him. : If the 
Deſig i of that bleſſed Wotk' was { leaſing, what is the Accompliſhment >. The 
Iſa $3 10+ Evangelical Prophet. declares, He "fall "ſee of the' travel of his Soul, 'and be ſatiefied.. 
And the :Love of the Saints to Chriſt, is a correſpondent Aﬀettion; according 'to 
Omnia fuſph | their utmoſt Capaci ac All the Aﬀetions 'that ' were iſcatterd here below, are 
nl th Us © enter'd.in hin for he infinitely deſerves their Love, having ranſom'd thens 
ck ih the deareſt Price, and purchasd for them * an 'everlaſtri Inheritance, He 


ty ypon, them, and re them the enjoym ge; himſelf. «He is-now their 
fs - anditi Fea wt he appears in all NN his Brightneſs and nn kayo 
on pins 4s | ne Love conceiye a little of their raviſl 


i F inter Ic ween Chriſt "and the Ch DEW the: gh. 
elir harmon moſt eadetring vga. 


ret, deſidere- 
eats 


\ﬀe inthe 
n to me wy ay Undef Ted - "And the'twflam'd Spouſe, in a hig 
elip Tt >” breaks Beth sTa 7 Beloved's,'' tv be is mine. If a Propri 
ety oy inx'ss 7 him,. be produttive of of fuch a pute Joy, what will the everkaſtin ng 
Fruition be > The Scripture Tepreſents it by/'a 'Marriage-Feaſt, "as'the-m6ſt' com- 
pleat reſemblance of that ſpiritual Joy, - This 'theInthabitants of Heaven are in- 
oduc'd,' ſpea i Give Jonour to hin :, for the Marriage” of Lamb is come, and 
r Wit bs th made þ:r ſelf ready. What Union ! what 'Joy!'How wilt the Saints 


Rev. 19. To 


 1n, Goc 1our, Hi the view of the ſurpriſing Wondegrs-of his Love? 
eScrip ure Frarrh of another acceſſion: to the oys of Heaven, the innumerable. 
mpany 5o Angels and $: ints that live in you Concord, inviolable Love, the 

weetelt Content, and joyful = ty is a" principal Ingredient of Joy. 
What exultation of Joy "will t? ere be, 'w en the wl ole Family of Heaven ſhall meer 
; together in for Father J Houſe > Wem ure ' how the Angels. are affefted 

to us, by what is recorded. concern Irance at the'Birth of our Saviour ; 


hs was a multitude of the heavenly *ame fe rhe mY es gh, 
e ince the Fall of Man, t 


» BDft pros 
arth Peace, good Will towards Men. Tis the Reſt 
AGRT of the : Angels Song : They were commiſſon'd 'to puniſh rebellious Sinners, 
appear'd with flaming Swords, the Inſtriments of reven ing Wrath. But when 

and Lord of Hoſts became the God of Peace, "ie appear dwith Harps in their Hands, 
with Praiſe and Joy, celebrating his Mercy. 'T T reſine that Peace on Earth would 
end in the Glory of Heaven 3 «. and the Me * their Celeſtial Country, would be 
Tepair'd by, our Salvation. "And the glorified Saints are all Companions in the fame 
Joy, and. the. fame: Blefſednefs. ' For never was there ſuch a transforming; of one 
Lover into another here, ' as there is of the Saints in Heaven : They are all anj- 
mated by the ſame Divine Spirit z their Thoughts and Inclinations are the fame, 
_ and havet e higheſt ſatisfaQtion in the Felicity of one another. Behold, how g00d, 
t "W Þ ealant 15 it for Brethren'to dwell in Unity ! Briefly, we find that (6 ble 
Joy is in its Elevation in the times of the Harveſt and Vintage, and'after Viftory ; 
ih the Bleſſing s of. God, the precious Fruits of the Earth? the Ho car yk of our La- 
bours, and the d Comfort of the preſent Life are received, an univerſal 


ar por an 


W fills the Country. Now Light is ſown for the Righteous, and Fo; 'for the upright in . 
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Elephants that had! been fo terrible, and carried Towers on their Backs, to be ſub- ills qua ti- - 


. 


dued and led in Triumph. Thus how joyful is it to ſee the Prince of Darkneſs, With corribus fais 


eahable 
z tis called, 
the Excelent Glory ;' from whence a Voice came to the Apoſtles in that Holy Mount, 
declaring Chriſt to be the Son of God : So 'tis call'd, The richly gloriows Toloridance ; 


the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. When the Sun riſes in its brightneſs, a Deluge 


of. Gold overflows the World, and adorns the Univerſe : but this is but a Shadow 
of the inherent Glory of the higheſt Heaven. "Twas # gw rs by God for the Houſe 
of his Kingdom, and the Glory of his Majeſty. We read of the le Yreparations made 
by two great Kings for the building the Temple at Eberuſzlem : ſuch ſums of Gold 
and Silver, that would empty all the Treaſuries of the Princes of the World ; that 
were it not recorded -in Sacred Scripture, it would exceed belief. - The number of 


the Workmert were feventy thouſand, employ'd ſeven Years without intermiſſion z: 


the Materials were very rich and ſplendid, Gold, and Cedar, and precious-Stones'?. 


and the excellericy of, the. ArchiteQure was ſuch, that:no Hurnane Art can equal: for 


it was model'd by. the Divine Mind ; and the delineation of its Parts was. ſent to 

David by an Angel, But what are the Preparations of Eatthly Kings, to the Pre- 

paration of God ? And what 1s the Glory of the Temple made with Hands, to that 

admirable Fabrick that receiv'd its Being and PerfeCtion immediately from'God ? 

We read of the New Hiernſalem, the Type of Heaven, that the Foundations were 'pre- 

ciows Stones, the Gates were intire Pearls, the Streets pure Gold, as it were tranſparent 

Glaſs. The Expreſſions are in condeſcendance to our Capacities, and but a-faint-re-' 

ſemblance of the Glory of Hieruſalew above. In the Viſion of the, Prophet Efay, 

the Seraphims cried to one another, ' Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hoſtt, the whole 

Earth is full of thy Glory. *Tis a Theatre of Wonders divinely deck'd, and the wile Obflupeſcit 

diſcerning Obſerver, admires and praiſes God's Power and Providence fo clearly ma- Pralers 
feſted in jt : For the Excellency of the Work is anſwerable to the Art of the Ma- 4 

ker ; and the Glory of the Maker reſults from the Excellence of the Work. But D 

what the Apoſtle ſaith, in comparing the Legal and Evangelical Diſpenfation, That 

if that which was done away, was glorious, much more that which remains it glorioss 5 and. 

in that degree of eminence as to obſeure the other, may- juſtly be applied to the Glo- 

ry of God appearing in the Earth, and the third Heaven : for 1f:the Earth, the 

loweſt Stage of the World, the Habitation of Brute Creatures, and to be continued 

only for a time, hath ſo much Glory in it, what an excellent Glory is in the Supreme 

Heavens, the native Habitation of the Angels, and that is to continue for ever? The 

Farth ſince Man's Rebellion, doth'not remain. in- its Primitive' State, but hath loft 

much of its Beauty and Uſefulneſs. At firſt it was intirely ſuitable to the rich Good- 

neſs of the Creator ; now terrible mixtures of his Juſtice appear in all the parts of it : 

Barrenneſs in the Earth, Thorns and Thiſtles, the Fruits of the Curſe for Sin "Ma- 

lignant Influences, and Storms in the Air, Tempeſts in the Sea, Inundations 0 Wa- 

ter ; and how many Diſeaſes are fatally natural to our Bodies ? But the higheſt Hea- 

ven remains in its original Beauty, and pure Integrity. The Earth is now the Habi- 

tation of his Enemies, where they oppreſs his faithful Servants by theix bold Inju- 
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ries : but Heaven is the Habitation of his Saints. In ſhort, *tis a Place becoming the 
Majeſty and Magnificence of God, and his Love to his choſen Friends. ?*Tis faid 

of the Patriarchs, whoſe Defires and Hopes were not centred in that Earthly Camaar, 
tho flowing with Milk and Hony ; but they defir'd a better Conntry, that is, a Heaven- | 
ly ; wherefore God is not aſhamed to be called their God, for he hath prepared for them a 
City. To be tiled our God, is a Title of the richeſt value, and'implies, that all the 
Perfeftions of the: Deity. are to make us happy. It had been a reflection upon his | 
Greatneſs and: Goodneſs, if he had only given to, the Patriarchs a Portion in this 

World. But Heaven is: a Place and State of Felicity becoming his Infinite Maje 


. Torom Dern his. ſpecial Love, and eternal: Duration. *'Tis an Obſervation of Tertulan, hat 


rom, 


een wa- G0d who made other Things by command, by the omnipotent Umpire of his Will, 
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nv, opereccon- apply'd himſelf with Counſel to form the Body of Adam, which was the original 
pes at Model of all Perfe&ions that a humane Body is capable of, for the Beauty of Aſpett 
lineamenta. Without, and the artificial order of the Parts within ; and the reaſon was, Love 
drew the Lineaments. Thus Love, the Queen of the Divine Attributes, employ*d 
infinite Wiſdom, - and Almighty Power, to build this Celeſtial City for the reception 

of; his choſen Favourites. The King of Glory dwells there in a ſpecial manner. The 

Heaven, even the Heavens are the Lord's ,, but the Earth hath he given to th: Children of 

Men. By Right and Dominion, the Earth is the Lord's, and the Fulneſs thereof, and 

the poſſeſſion of it is from his Bounty to Men ; but Heaven is referv'd for himſelf, 

the Place of his glorious Reſidence. As a Prince that hath many Houſes, gives ſome 


for to. be inhabited by his Servants, but the Imperial Palace is kept for his own 
Dwelling ; God manifeſts himſelf there in the mak refulgent manner, All the Per- 


fetions of the Glorious Deity are reveal'd to the Saints in their purity and radiancy. 
The Divine Preſence 1s the Supreme Glory 'of Heaven. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
there crown'd with the Majeſty of the Divine Empire. This: Glory 1s the Rewa 
of his meritorious Obedience and Sufferings. He was made a Subjett and a Servant, 
and endur'd the moſt ignominious cruel Death to ſatisfy God's injur'd Juſtice. © What 
hath not the Son done for the Glory of his Father ?- He loſt his Life rather than his 
Obedience : And what will not the Father do for the Honour of his Son ? What 
Recompence is- correſpondent to ſuch aſtoniſhing Humiliation > Our Saviour 1n his 
Job. 17. 4:5. laſt folemn Prayer with his Diſciples, addreſſes himſelf to God : I have glorified thee 
on Barth , I have finiſh d the Work thou gaveſt me to do. And now, O Father, glorifj 
me with thy Self, with the Glory I had with thee before the World was. The Father was 
ſo highly honoured by Chriſt, that to ſatisfy his infinite Love towards him, he hath: : 

_ dignified him with a Name and State, that tranſcends all created Glory. He is the 
Lord'of af: i, the. Head of the Church, and fits at the right Hand of Majeſty on 
high, - In Heaven he « ©9g in his triumphant Glory, of which in the Transfigu- 
ration there was a tranſient glimpſe, when his Face did ſhine as the Sun, but allay- 
ed and moderated, that his Diſciples might ſuſtain his Preſence. There the Angels, 
the Princes of the Celeſtial Court, in all their bright Orders encompaſs the Throne 
of God, and pay their humbleſt Homage to him. The Saints appear therein their 
Robes of Glory, for they are transformed into the glorious likeneſs of the Son of 
God : Their Souls radiant with pure unſpotted Holineſs, ſhine through their Bodies, 
as Sun-beams tranſmitted through Chryſtal. They all reign in Soveraign State for 
ever. It becomes thc Divine Majeſty, that all God's: Subjeas ſhould be Kings ; and 
the higheſt Principality on Earth, is but ſervitude compar'd with the Royalty en- 
{ou by the Saints above : For often are the mightieſt- Monarchs on Earth in perfe& 

ndage to their lawleſs Paſſions, and the Soul in dull captivity tothe ſenſual Appe- 
tites > How often are the ſtrongeſt Empires diffolv'd and ruin'd ? But the Saints in 
Heaven, by obeying God, reign triumphantly : no Paſſions, no Fears, no Deſires, 
reſiſt their Will ;. nothing is able to trouble the fincere Delight, the perfe&t Tran- 
far of their State. They in their ſeveral degrees of Glory, ſhine like the Stars 
or ever and-ever. mL 
Iſa. £6 196 To ſum up all ; What is promiſed to the Church, is fulfill'd in Heaven ; The Sur 
ſhall be no more thy Light by Day, nor the Moon by Night ; but the Lord ſhall be thy ever- 
laſting Light, and thy God thy Glory. 
Thus'I have endeavour'd to repreſent that laminous Palace, and the bright Inha- 
bitants : but how ſhort is the lefeription of the glorious Realities, all humane Words 
are too weak and narrow to expreſs it as it is. The Glory and Joy of that bleſſed 
State are unſpeakable, as the Apoſtle, a Spe&ator thereof, ' certifies. And 'tis ob- 
ſervable that our Saviour himſelf expreſſes the greateſt Things, by low familiar 
Terms and Reſemblances ; as he tells his Faithful Diſciples, they ſhgll eat and _- 
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mcerly to make a.ſhow of his Power, but to declareHisftivver Like ia God, recon 
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boſides-the common-Calairiities 'of Matikind wherein'eh d; are _ for Rs 
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the 'malice of Satan! and His" Inſtruments, the / pervi ted World, Jean Aſt upoti 
them.” The complaint'of the» Thureh"of! old is © 'For be "we "at 
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Pry His: Enuth gives 2h infallible alficancy that we ſhall be teceivid with him 1 in 
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ccefiible to us,. ” Pants e was to:Adaw after his'exp 
"= guarded op cacti ith a flaming Sword.-;:For- neither the Divine W 
dom, nor the Law of God 'would permitithat an: unpandon'd Sinner: fhould: be' r6- 
ceiy'd into his Kingdom.  'The Juſtice - of God doth: riot itifringt his rich Goodneſs; 
bur Qhatibe » ma Roger = wa an innocent Creature the! moſt excetlerit Bleſſings;*the 
Teſtimonies . _If Aderr-had perſeyerd in his Duty, "God might have 
rd: y.ch: had been a free Favour: for:his 
that ſhall Lacking: mort inthe Saints. 


CE Wil 


hack tn ant ower. + elthix to asito Bri, des briveussf 
our Saviour by fatisfying.the Injur'd: Juſtice of 'God;] hath waſh'd away our win 
his Blood ; _ hath infinitely pleasd-God, that werobtain = notionly:#6- 
demption from Hell,” but the: n of | Heaven.i :This'was the:Defign of 'Gog's 
v0 Lf err gotem Son, het nboeuld ialdedty foould. #6} periſ, bit Bave 


Sinner ere be reconciledto:him. 
As ſuppc of in ; the revival "of a | Phatni: from Its Aſhes, 'tis more -cafily conceivable 
that 1t ſhot d take its flight upwards; which is the natural Mction of a living Bitd, 
than that it ſhould be reſet! to Life in ſuch a miraculous manner. . In ſhort, Hea- 
ven is a-free -Gift to vs;; but.dearly ' by our Saviour ; 'tis the Gift of God, 
through. Jeſus Cbrift owr Lord. He had a double Title to Heaven, as the Son of God, 
be was- Heir -of his Kingd this Title i is incomrmunicably bis' own : and he ac- 
uir'd it by his meritorious eſter. : This he imparts to Believers, who enter into 
eaven by the new and living Way, w ich he NY for them through his Fleſh. 
2. He 
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God's Famuly;. yi-and the prog gs always in.conjuntion with the 6 duel 128 
. of the Divine Natur re 8s. The Holy' Spirit witneſſes with our Spirits, 
that we are, the Children of(God, » bue Foo witneſfing 1s always conſequent to his working 
n us thoſe Graces that conſtitute us to be the Children of God;:-an humble Fear to 
oh, a z Care to pleaſe him, a Zeal for his Glory, delight in Communion with 
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| 
employment, is their burden z; how can they expect to enjoy an everlaſting Sabbath 
Above? How can there be a livelv Hope of Heaven, that implies perfetion 'of He- 
lineſs, when they neither ſeriouſly defire, nor endeavour: to' he'Holy ?' They may 
have a Cobweb Hope that will be ſwept away, but Hope that'is as an Anchor to ſe- 
curethe Soul, hath always a purifying influence on the Heart and Life, Whoever hath. : John 3+ 5; 
Everlaſting Home is Above, and here we are Strangers in Condition, and fhould'be 
{o in Diſpoſition to preſent Things. This ſhould lefſen our Eſteem, our, Defires,and 
Delights, and moderate our Endeavours with reſpe& to the preſent Wort ig *Tisthe 
wiſe and carneſt counſel of St. Peter, Dearly beloved Brethren, I beſeech yan, 4 Pilgrims 
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rween ;ſuperficial fleeting Things of Time, and the ſure and ſolid good Things o 
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rious Thoughts of our preſent Tenure, how frail, how uncertain, and of the next 


-. . Stats..how- unchangeable and fixt, would be effeQual to frame our Hearts that we 
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ee i better Conntry, And David not only when he was as a Patridge chas'd upon. 


S 
bur 2. Nyght 2; Tis incomparably more reproachful folly, to ſpend the beſt of our 
208 ;here for ever... How many are ſenſual, and ſecure in their earthly Sor 

4 


every day,, they unexpeCedly die, and irrecoverably drop into Hell. Juſtlike a Tra- 
veller; that:Jays himſelf under the ſhadow of ſome Trees in his way Home, and flee 
ll the Night with its Darkneſs and Dangers ſurprizes him, and he is deſtroyed 
Robbers or wild; Beaſts. How plain and neceſſary a Leſſon is the vanity and ſhortneſs 
of the. preſent. Life? but how few effeCually learn it ? The P/2l-2iſt addrefles himſelf 


to. God for Inſtruftion 3 So teach ws to number our Days, that we may apply our Hearts 


have no continuing City here ;, and the conſequent Duty 1s moſt clearly 
and ſtrongly urged by the Apoſtle, [Let them ſeek one to come. 
.;;5-1,Let our Converfation!;be in Heaven, whilſt we are upon the Earth. Every 
hing in Nature, hath a tendency to its Original and Perfection. Rivers that come 
from the Sea, are in a living Motion returning thither ; If you ſtop their Courſe, 
and confine them, though in Receptacles of Marble, they corrupt and die. The Di- 
vine\Nature inthe Saints hath a ſtrong tendency to Heaven from whence 1t came, 
and raiſeth the Soul by ſolemn Thoughts, and ardent Deſires, to that Blefſed Place. 
A- Philoſopher that was ask'd ofwhat Country he was replied, He was a Citizen of 
the World. The Scripture correQs the Language, and teaches us that we are Citizens 
of: Heaven; we are pailing to the Feruſalew Above, the Land of Promiſe, the true 
Land of the Living : and all our Aims and Endeavours ſhould have a final reſpe& thi- 
ther... Our Hearts ſhould be where our Treaſure is. How joyful, how advantagious is a 
Heavenly Converſation? The ſerious and believing Contemplation of Heaven, is a 
temperate Extaſy, and brings the Soul into the Divine Preſence : anticipates the Jo 
of it by. a; ſweet foretaſt, by a ſupernatural elevation of Mind : by frequent lively 
Thoughts of our Glorious Inheritance, we gradually enter into it : the-proſpe& of 
that cauſes in the Saints, a Holy Contempt of the World, as not worthy our Ambi- 


,. . into Wiſdom. { Let Men fancy what they pleaſe of their Tenure here, they are but 
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. - tion and Diligence: it cauſes ſuch a ſelf-denial from the inviting temptationsof 


Senſe, that Men, whoſe Portion is in this Life, are forc'd to admire their reſtraint 
from thoſe Objeas that” raviſh Carnal Hearts. A Heavenly Chriſtian will improve 
ſenſible Things for ſpiritual Ends ; as Feathers that have a natural Weight inclining 
to the Center, yet planted in the Wings of a Bird; by a living Motion, carry it aloft 
in the free Air... Our rifing 1n the Morning, is an Emblem of the ReſurreG&ion from 


_ the Grave, to behold the. bright Day of Eternity. All the Refreſhments and Com- 


forts of the prefent Life, ſhould be an advantage to raiſe our Minds to God, who 1s 
the Supreme Good, whoſe Fulneſs eminently contains all Good, and infinitely ex- - 
ceeds all-our ExpeQtations. Heavenly Love will dry up the Vanity of our Thoughts 
and AﬀeCtions, and: reſcue the Mind from the proſtitution to ſenſible Things, and 
moſt pleaſantly exerciſe it upon Things Above. Love between Friends is maintain'd 
by-immediate Converſe, or by Letters, when abſent : thus is Love between God and 
the Soul: And if God, that 1s to himſelf his own Bleſſedneſs, . his own Kingdom and 
Glory, yet is pleas'd in his gracious Communications to his Children on Earth ; how 
much more ſhould they by frequent and affetionate Duties, addreſs to hint who is 
their eternal Infinite Good. Thus they are acquainted with him, and enjoy a ſweet 
Peace, and obtain an: humble Confidence of appearing before him in his Holy and 
Glorious Habitation ; whereas thoſe who live without God in the World, are juſtly 
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fearful of Death ; for then the Spirit returns to God that gave it. Briefly, let us with 
zealous AﬀeCtions, and perſevering Diligence prepare. our ſelves for the Preſence of 
God, and the Society of Bleſſed Spirits in our Father's Houſe : Let ws always abdynd ie 
the Work of the Lord, knowing our Labour is not in vain : Let us join Works of Chari- 
ty with Works of Piety ; employ the fading Riches of the World for the Relief of 
the Saints ; that as our Saviour Promiſes wher we ſball fail, when in the Hour of Death 
our Fleſh and Hearts ſhall fail #s,and our Souls be diſlodged from our Earthly Taberna= _ 
cles, we may be received into Eternal Habitations. The Everlaſting rs that dif- Luke 16. 5: 
penſes Rewards and Puniſhments, has acquainted us with the Rule of Judgment at 
the laſt Day : Thoſe who mercifully relieve him in his Members, ſhall :hers: the 
Kingdom of Glory ;, and thoſe who negle& that Duty, ſhall be caſt into the Lake of 
Fire. Though many who are wretchedly careleſs of doing Good according to theit 
Ability, now ſatisfy themſelves that they are not injurious to others :_ Yet it will be 
a ſmall mitigation of their Sentence at laſt, that they are condenin'd, not for the De- 
fe of Juſtice, but of Charity. pi ns 


. 


6. Let the belief that there are Manſions of Reſt and Joy prepar'd for the Saints in "= 
their Father's Houſe, gl riouſly fupport them . under their heavieſt Troubles here. 
This World is the Devil's Circuit, wherein he is always ranging about ſeeking to de- 
vour : The pleaſant Things of the World are his Temptations tb enſnare the Carnal ; 
the Men of the World are his Inſtruments to opprelſs the Saints z and were it not for 
the Reſtraints of the Divine Power, what Deſolations would-be niade in God's Herj- 
tage? 'Twas a ſtrange and barbarous Cuſtom among the Perſians, that upon the Sext 
Death of the Emperor, for five Days the Empire was left without Governnient, ga 
And as upon removing the Stone from the Fabulous Cave of Eolws, the Winds broke 
out in their fury : ſo by taking away. the authority 'of the Laws, licence was given 
to all Licentiouſneſs, and the whole Kingdom was in mortal Paroxiſms; ' All were 
in Arms, ſome to do Injuries, others to revenge them: the Chaſtity of none was ſe- 
cure, but conceal'd, nor the Eſtates of any but defended: the: Bridle'of Fear. was 
taken off, no Wickedneſs but was boldly committed, or attempted, and the King- 
dom became a Field of Bloody War. But when the new King was proclaim'd,. all 
things were immediately reduc'd to Order, that the Advantage of Government might 
be ſet off by the experimental Confufions and Miſchiefs of Anarchy. But if God left 
the perverted World, and Satan the Prince of it, one Day/to their rage againſt his 
People, did he not ſhut it 5» with Doors and Bars, as he doth the'inipetuons Ocean ; 
ſo ſwelling and diffuſive 1s their Malgnity, that it would, like the: Deluge, drown all, 
and not a Remnant of the Saints would be left. Yet God wiſely permits many Tem- 
poral Evils to be inflicted on his Servants by their Enemies, for the tryal of their Fi- 
delity, and their noble Reſolution to glorify him whatever they ſuffer for his ſake; ,, © 
And it becomes them, with an undiſturb'd ſerenity of Mind, and harmory of Aﬀe- 7 no 
Cons, with an invincible Patience, to'bear all the Scorn and Contempt,' all the Ma- Speftaculocu- 
lice, and Fury to which they are expos'd upon a Chriſtian account. Let them res [3 infitiabiles 
member they are Strangers and Sojourners here, and live by other Laws thah the:World duanur, 
doth, which cauſes their hatred : But in their Father's Houſe there. will be - 
Reſt. St. Paul, who had experience of both in a ſingular manner, declares, {rechow; 
that the Sufferings of the preſent State, . are not worthy to be compar'd to theGlor) /& 
be reveal'd in #s. In that State of pure Felicity, there are no. remains of Afliting _—_— 4 
Evils; all is Peace, and Joy, and Glory. 73.03.6162 10017 3:3-551 1369 T3 NY ts en be 

* Seneca the Philoſopher, when an Exile, and confin'd tothe Mountainsof" Corſica, -—uMpe op 
entertain'd himſelf with the contemplation of the Heavens, -and the bright Lumina- miaifs a 
ries, in their various but regular Motions: Thus when banifh'd from the Court and miear, dum 
City, he dwelt amongſt the Stars, and caſting his Eyes down-upon the Earth, deſpis'd cr edi 
all Humane Greatneſs and Poſleſſions, ( that are. ſo vainly magnified by figurative rerem con- 
Flatterics) as we doa grain of Sand. Did Philoſophy inſpire him with ſuch Princi- f<2a=.ce- 
pies of Patience and Fortitude?. yet it aſcended no higher than the viſible Heavens; fublimi ſem. 

ow much more ſhould Faith that raiſes a Chriſtian, by high and ſteady. Thoughts, per badeegn, . 
to the Supreme Heaven where the_Divine Glory ſhines, comfort him in all the Trou- mes quid, | 
bles of this World. Add further, That 'tis an excellent Preſervative from Envy and _—_—_ 
Fretfulneſs at the Proſperity of the Wicked, to conſider that their Felicity is'as tran .,* 
ſfient and vaniſhing as the Trouble of the Saints : I have ſeen the Wicked in great Pow: Pal 37.35.36 
er, and ſpreading himſelf like a green Bay Tree : yet he paſs d away, and lo, he was not 3 
yea, I ſought him, and he could not be found. All the Riches, and Greatnefs,  ahd Plea- 
ſures of the World are weighed, number'd, and meaſur'd by the P/alwift,-and found 
to be as light and fading as Vanity. Naked they came into the World, and naked they © 
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| Our Saviour: comforted his Diſciple | 
. und your Father ; to:my God, and yovur God. © The gracious Relation ſweetens the Glo- 
_. rzous.. He that joyfully: receives 'the rebellious; but penitent Son toGrace, . will joy- 


 ———_—_—_— 


muſt go ont 1, and how much more tormenting will it be to be ſtript of all their En- 
joyments ; how much more forrowful will they be to go from their great Poſleſlions, 
than for one that leaves the World, - and never had them? Their Hopes are like the 


giving up ofthe Ghoſt, and expire with their Bteath for ever. Þ[ went into the Sax- 


Fnary, ſaith the troubled Saint, then underſtood I their End ; The End of their Felici- 
ty, and the Miſeries of the Righteous. Beſides the Evils ſuffer'd for Righteouſneſs- 
Bite, there are innumerable Sorrows that befal the Saints here. How many affliting 
Diſeaſes, ſad Occurrences, vexing' Paſſions harras them ? Some Afflictions are fo 


wounding to their Spirits, that no Balm that grows on Eatth can heal. But the live- 


ly-Hope 'of Heaven is an Univerſal Cure for all their Troubles. Let the mourni 
Che confider the-wiſe Providence of God, that orders all Events, and believe 


% 


his Love:in ſending, -and his End'tn all their Afitions. Such is the Divine Power 


that God: could immediately free ns from all Troubles, as eaſily, as tarn the Wind 
from. a blaſting Quarter of the Heavens, to the moſt Benign and Refreſhing. Are 
we pain'd with Diſeaſes > he can more eaſily change the Tone of Nature in a fickly 

, and make it healthy ; than one can.change the ſtop in-an Organ that JE 
ly altars the found: but his Love diſpenſes bitter Things to us, that are neceſſary for 
our Spiritual i and Everlaſting Good. His End is to prepare us for Heaven, that is 
prepared for us. 'The Apoſtle declares, He that hath wronght #s for HUE are thing, 
# God c that is, made us fit for the Heavenly Glory. The Divine diſpoſal of Things 
bere to the:Saints, has a certain Order to their 'Eternal State, He purgeth out our 
vicious guilty Aﬀe@ions to the World 7 tp Phyſfick, that our Hopes of Heaven 

cruat 


ſires; that we may feel the ſenſe of the P/2/-;/*s Expreflion,” O when ſhall we come and 
appeat befortGod | > fer 


In ſhort, Art thon in the Vale of Tears, languiſhin in Sorrow, and dying every 


Day 2! by Faith aſcend to the Mowntains of Spices, the Bleſſed Place Above, and thou 


wilt find the Comforts of God to revive and delight thy Soul.” wir 
-.-7-:L&t this reconcile Death to'us. © The Pale Horſe is ſent to bring'tis to our Fa- 
thers Houſe. The Apoſtle exprefles the | 


rather. to be abſent from the Body, and preſent with the Lord. "Every Saint in the pre- 
ſent World is a Priſoner and a Captive * his Soul is detain'd from the glorious 
Libeftty of the Sons of "God; by confinement to his Body.” ' Therefore methinks he 
ſhould not-merely be'content todie out of the Neceflity of Nature, when he can live 


no longer, but deſire the happy removal, and' ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 7 rejoic'd when 
e of the Lord. 'Tis trac, Nature will recoile, 


they ſaid unto me, Let ws go into the He ATTY, , Wes at 
and the extinguiſhing the preſent Life, with all its ſenſible pleaſant Operations, is 
uneaſy to us : but as when the Candles are put out, the Sun rifes in its Brightneſs, ſo 


; , 


"_ When the Natural Life ceaſes, the Spiritual Life ſprings forth in its Oriency and Glo- 


Ly: When the Earthly Tabernacle is difſolv'd, the naked ſeparate Soul ſhall be received into 
cot wade with Houds, Eternd in the Heavens, ' Out joyful 'Aﬀettions, in 

World, and aſcending to Heaven, ſhould be jn ſome” maniier ſuitable to 
on there; - What « joyful Welcome will enterthiti'ts from God himſelf > 
iples with a Heavenly Valedi&jon, I go to my Father, 


our 


fully receive his obedient Sons to Glory. He that now receives their Prayers with 
the Aﬀettion of a Father, will receive their Perfons with the deareſt Expreſſions of 
Love. His Fatherly Providence watch'd over'them in theWay, and will triumphant- 
ly. bring them Home.” 'Here- many' Blefſed Teſtimonies of God's Love are given to the 


... Saints,; that produce:fach'a ſpiritual fweetne(s in' their Hearts, that they eſteem his 
- -: laving:Kindneſs as better than Life; more worth'than all the World ; but the full re- 
© vealingrof : his Love'is'only'in'Heaven. And as a' Child knows by Experience the 
\. Loye of his Father, but the Degrees and Strengh of his AﬀeQion-be does not under- 
"ſtand till arrived at mature Age/'and ſees the Inheritance his Father enſtates upon 


him. ' Thus in Heaven only the Saints ſhall know the excellent and perfe& Love of 


_. --- God to them, when they-are poſſeſs'd' of that Glorious Kingdom, his moſt free and 


_ rich Gift; which tranſcends all their preſent Thoughts. And our bleſſed Redeemer, 


that by ſormany Titles:has an Intereſt in us, that is not contented in his own Per- 


{onal Glory, without: pongeng of it, that by his Reſurre&ion open'd the Grave, - 
Heaven for us; how dearly will he receive us? Heeſteems 


and by his Aſenſion open' 
Believers to be his Joy ant Crown, and with an extaſy of Aﬀedtion will preſent them 


to 


& 


more: pure and-vigorous, 'mote'aCtuatt BY ſerious Thoughts and intenſe De- 
Tx 


efles the true Chriſtian Temper : I» this we groar 
rarnifly; deftring to be 'cloathed with our Houſe that is from Heayen : And we are willing 


their ſetting out : but thoſe who artive firſt, [Sin dot hey welcome thei 


Friends 'ace taken away, whoſe Eonverſition! was *L Light arid ho i 
we are. more. darknel with. Sorrow, than if we hai Hever eff 4 A B 


reign with him in Soveraign Glory. - Sincere Love will M7 $ more to? Tek yee in their 
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to his Father ; Behold I, and the Children that God his ob me. The Arj ls! ind 
Saints Above overflow with Joy ; when the Soul, as a pure Spark freed from'ity” 


Afhes, aſcends to the Element of Spirits, how joyfully i is it entertain'd by thit Gloti-” 


- ous Aﬀembly 2. The Angels that rejoyce at the Converſion of a Sinner; will-nuich | 


more at the Glorification of a Saint : and theSaintshave a new acceſſion totheir r Joy, | 

upon the reception of any of their Brethren to that State of Felicity. '. * | 
The Saints of all Ages may be reſembled to a Fleet of Merchant-njen Hae are.” 

bound for the ſame Port, ſome arrive Toner, others later, accordin the ting of” 


come ſafely afterwards? An imperfet reſemblance how dearly and Joy! ally the'$ | 
that are gone before us welcomethoſewhoarrive in Heaven every.L ay, knowing t 
dangerous Seas they have paſt through, where ſo. have been caſt away _ | 
for ever. All Heaven is in Mufick, celebrating the Praiſes 'of God,” ant exp! ref ng 
their joyful Senſe, when a Vidtorious Saint i come. to receive his Reward, '! 
does this Conſideration upbraid us, that we are fo unwilling to bediffolv'd, I We" 
with our beft Friends in the beſt Place > that our Tears and Sorrows for leavirig the 
Farthly Tabernacle, andthe low Comforts bf this Life, fhould continue till wecome: 
to the Gate of Heaven? How. can we be content with the Imperfetions of the pre- 
ſent State ? Here we are as diſtant from compleat Happineſs, as the higheſt. Heaven is 
from the Earth, Where is our Faith in the Promiſes of God.> Where isonr Love'to: 
our Redeemer and our Souls? The lothnefs of a Sincere Chriſtian to die, andbewit r 
Chriſt, is a deflettion from his Chriſtiani <xh 
ends hae 


ity. 
Laſtly, This ſhould refreſh our Sorrows for the Ki of our deareſt Fri 
n the Lor d. _ Here IS 4 oat yes , when t 7 are laidi in the oe x dark s * 


F2 
* 
2-# 


ble of the Nin han h e ha” not Wk ir 


duly conſider Things, thert is more reaſon of Joy, than Sqrrow,'at' 
the Saints, Our Saviour tells his Diſtiples, that were mourrling for 
he muſt go away, If ze loved me, Je would rejoyce, becauſe I ſay 1 nixft 


Gain, than to ;grieve for our To; Eſpecially confideritig within a hit while'we 


| ſhall be _— _ united in the Kingdom of Gloty, whereLove reigns for ever. 
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Leho Ke Conithendation of the Dead i is oftet) Gulpetted bo At af Pie 
['N\ <ither in diſguifing their reat Ms, 'of adotflin ng them with# neVirees} "ad 
ich Praiſes/are pernicious to the'Living' OY | ; 

choſen to Þe the ſingular ObjedFof HF Graze,'v 
Qualitics' and, Aﬀtions which refle&an/Honoty 50 


to imitation. © And futh was Mr. Divid Clarkſon,” a Perfon ga f 
and Value, . who was ft rniſh'> with al thoſe: relowmentso that aye 'requi a ane 
compliſtyd Mi F 1 of ie Goſpe ' hp ; }') {OTLETICO go PLEAS VEESs 1: _ 

He was a Man of finicere ' Godlinchs, -ANc erne Holinels, whic $ io Divilie' Par 
of a Miniſter, withon which all other wor be 
Uual for the great Ed He ntry, that is, p ing- 
dom of Natkneſs,. into©the” Kir gdom pf bf God's d cpr'S wo 1 Y Conedtions ng 
Work of Divine Grice” und it 55 moſt like! God: will tt asInſtruments 
in hat Bleſſed Work.” 0 Ber to! fo 3nd' exrneſt 7 "(deſire toiglorify on 


_ as1n Natural : \for as'in the P 
\e'Efriverſal ny there mult Þe// le 
immediate Agent of the ſame kind For the ming bf it: -$6' the Divine WiKlomor- 
ders it, that Holy and Heavenly Miniſters ſhould be the Inſtruments of making others 
ſo. Let a Miniſter be Maſter of Natural and Artificial Eloquence, let him under- 
ſtand all the ſecret Springs of Perſuaſion, let him be furniſh'd with Learning and 
Knowledge, yet he is not likely to ſucceed in his Divine Employment without 


Qqqqq 2 | SanCti- 


God ordinarily work 
of a living Creature,” beſides the, 
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* Truth; and to remain in his belayed Secrecy. | 


Santtifying Grace, "Tis that gives him a tender Senſe of the worth of Souls, that 
warms; his Heart- with ardent Requeſts to God, and with zealous AﬀeCtions to Men 


for their Salvation. : Beſides, an unholy Miniſter unravels in his Actions his moſt ac- 


curate Diſcourſes in the Pulpit ; and like a Carbuncle that ſeems animated with the 
Light and Heat of Fire, but is a colddead Stone : Sotho with appearing earneſtneſs 
he may urge Mens Duties upon them, yet he is cold and careleſs in his own Pradtice, 
and his Example enervates the Efficacy of his Sermons. But this Servant of God 
was a real Saint, a living Spring of Grace in his Heart diffus'd it ſelf in the Veins of 
his Converſation. His Life was a ſilent repetition of his Holy Sermons. 

| He was a conſcientious improver of his Time for acquiring of uſeful wap very #4 
that he might be throughly furniſh'd for the Work of his Divine Calling. And hi 
Example. upbraids many Miniſters, who are ſtrangely careleſs of their Duty, and 


ſquander away precious Time, of which*no part 1s eſpicable and to be negle&ed. 


The-filings of Gold are to be preſerved. We cannot ſtop the Flight of Time, nor 
recal. it when paſt.  Volat irrevocabile tewpws. The Sun returns to-us every Day, and 
the Names of the Months every Year, but Time never returns. But this Servant of 
God. was faithful in improving this Talent, being very ſenſible (to uſe hisown words) 
That. the Blood c Foxy runs ont in waſted Time. When depriv'd of his Publick Mi- 
niſtry,;.he gave himſelf wholly to Reading and Meditation, whereby he obtain'd an 
eminent; -degree of 'Sacred Knowledge, and was converſant in the retir'd Parts of 
Learning,-.in which many who are qualified to preach a profitable Sermon, are unac- 

uainted. _ 
ho is Humility and Modeſty were his diſtintive Charafers wherein he excel['d. - 
What-a Treaſure was | conceal'd under the Veil of Humility 2 What an illuſtrious 
Worth was ſhadow'd under his virtuous Modeſty 2 He was like a Pifture drawn by 
an excellent Maſter in Painting, but plac'd in the Dark, ſo that the exaQneſs of the 


Proportions, - and the beauty of the Colours do not appear. He would not put his 


Name to thoſe excellent Tracts, that are extant, a Bet og Learning WA. yu gment 
are very.conſpicuous.. He was well ſatisfied to ſerve the Church, and Fill te the 
- In his Converſation. a..comely Gravity mixt with an innocent Pleaſantneſs, were 
attradtive of Reſpe& and Love.. He was of a calm Temper, not ruffled with Paſſions, 
but Gentle, and Kind, and Good ;. and: even in ſome contentious Writings, he pre- 
ſerv'd an equal tenor of Mind, , knowing that we arenot likely to diſcover the Truth 


[ 


# 


ina Miſt of Paſſion :--his Breaſt was the Temple of Peace. 


In the diſcharge of his Sacred Work, his Intellectual Abilities, and Holy AﬀeRi- 
ons were very evident. | Ge 
In Prayer, his Solemnity and Reverence was becoming one that ſaw-him who is 
inviſible: his tender Aﬀedtions, and ſuitable Expreſſions, how melting and moving; 
that might convey a Holy Heat and Life to dead Hearts, and diſſolve obdurate Sin- 

ners in their frozen Tombs. © wv | 
In his Preaching, how inſtructive and perſuaſive to convirice and turn the Carnal 


_ and Worldly, from the love of Sin, to the Jove of Holineſs ; from the love of the 


Earth,- to the loveof Heaven. | The Matter of his Sermons was clear and deep, and 
always jadiciouſly derived fromthe Text : the Language was neither gaudy and vain, 
with light Trimmings; nor rude and negleQed,. but ſuitable to the Oracles of God. 
Such were his choſen acceptable Words, as to recommend Heavenly Truths, to make 
them. more precious and,amiable to the Minds and Aﬀe&tions of Men ; like the calour 
of the Sky, that makes the Stars to ſhine with a more ſparkling Brightneſs. 

Briefly, whilſt Opportunity coatinued, with Alacrity, and Diligence, and con- 
ſtant Reſolution,  he,ſeryed his Blefled Maſter, till his languiſhing Diſtempers, which 
natural Means '.could-not remove;: grraljen upon him. : But then the beſt Phyſician 
provided him the true Remedy of Patience, .His Death was unexpedted, yet ; as he 
declared;; no-ſurprize to him, for he was entirely:reſigned: to the Will of God ; he 
 defired to live no longer, than to be ſerviceable : his Soul was in a wo with the 
blefled:;Hope. of enjoying God in Glory. With Holy Sizzeor, he had Chriſt in his 
Arms,..and-departed-in Peace to ſee the Salvation of God Above. How great a loſs 
the Church has ſuſtain'd in his Death, is not eafily yalued ; but our comfort is, God 
never wants Inſtruments to accompliſh his Bleſſed Work. 


A 


| To his Honourd Friend 
HENRY ASHURST, Eſquire. 
SIR, 


Have complied with your defere in publiſhing the following Sermon upon the Death of 
your Tow: Brother. The = nn Diſpoſer of all things has been pleaſed to taks away 
in a few Tears ſeveral Perſons very near to you .in the Ef of Nature, and 
Fro of than your Self ® a ſolemn Call to remember 20u, that the la 


mility, ht antialfe Meehneſs; 
rity pa Beneficente to the Souls and 
ment and 


;ſeble ſign 


| ff ug Bob, id. well bs bic's by Good, wright radianthy 
aint, the Divine Providen forth to a very ſharp + of 3 # 
affiiF ing Severities of the Stone, and by the Advice of his dear Friends perſwaded to ſub- 


er 
mit to the dangerows Remed f Cutting, with what reſigned Submiſſion 4; he yield him- 
ſelf to the Will of God ? Wit what Tranquility did he expe@. the iſſne either of ſurviving 
or dying £ You remember his words before that terrible Operation, When I walk through 
the Valley of the ſhadow of Death, I will fear no Evil : When ſo great a Wound was 
made in his Fleſh as an open paſſage for Death to enter, and ſuch cruel pains followed as 
ſtruck the Speltators with trembling, he endur d them with an inſpired Patience and Con- 

ftancy. Thus God was pleaſed to perfe@ his dear Servant by Sufferings. 
Tour deſcent from ſuch a Father ſhould be a powerful Incentive to you to imitate his ad- 
' mirable Example : you ſhould ;"— own whoſe Name you bear : to be a faint Copy of ſo bright 
an Original, as it is below your Duty, ſo I am oefoaded will not ſatisfy your *AfﬀeTions. 
Methinks a ſacred Ambition ſhould inflame you to excel in all Holineſs and Godlineſs, 
that the living ow 4 of your Father's Graces may be clearly viſible in your Perſon and Con- 
verſation. Proceed, dear Sir, in the everlaſting way, wherein you are ſo happily advanced ; [ 

be always efpiring, and with Zeal endeavouring to obtain the Celeſtial Prize. [ unfeignedly 


recommend your ſelf, your Excellent Lady, and your Family to the Divine Bleſſing, I am 
with great Reſpets, Sik | 
7% þ | Tour affeionate and faithful Sarvant, 


W. Bates. 
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REV. xxii. 12 _ 
And he ſaid, behold, I come quickly, and my Reward is with me, to Cay every 
Man according as his Work ſhall be. EY 


eſe words were ſpoke by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 'the ſupream Judge of the 

World, upon his finiſhing the Revelation to St.Fobr.. Fn them we'tnay ob- 

ſerve, 1. An Excitation, 'Behold, | 2. The Celeſtial 'Obje&t, I come quickly 

3- The End of his Coming, my Reward 5s with Me, to render to every one 
cording to his Works. 

Tis obſervable that the Prophetical Notice of the Lord's coming; to Judgment iS 
vſhered in with great Solemnity : Thus Enoch the ſeventh from Adam, 'forttelling his 
Judiciar os Appearance, ſaid, Behold, the Lord comes with tex thonſivtl of his Saints, to 
execute Judgment upon all : and the Circumſtance of the ſuddermeſs of hi Comirig, 1s 
uſed as a powerful Motive to awaken our'drowſy Spirits,” and fix our ſcatter'd Minds 
intirely on this ſo eminent an'Obje&. So the A voltle 5 James gives 'an awful Ac 
nition. Behold the Judge ſtands before the door rondy to. paſs 2 final Sentence. "And 
St. John breaks forth in an Extaſy at this admirable Spefacle, Behold, he comes'wyt} 
Tok and every Fe foal ſee him, and they which pierced him + And the everlaſtin; 

6 himfelf: aſſures us of his >2ming with this Preface, Behold, wh i6 

is; The words. contain this Propofition : ow Lion Wo 2INg 
Ti our high Wiſdom and Duty, to repreſent by anal ih lems a ed LY” 
and ſpeedy Coming of Chriſt to the Fighreous Judgment of the: orld. {0068 
I will Moſtrate w prove:'this Dodrine in this ordet. 0 11: Ph 
Firſt; Conſider what is reyealed in the Scripture of kiecotain comingto Jadgmen 
Secondly The circumſtance of Time, bis coming quickly. 
Thirdly; The Rewards he will then immediately diſttibute; » ./--* © 
Farrelly ; The reſpeQive difference of che Renrards wividing | to tho-4 Adtions > 
Men in as Life.' And then apply it. | : 

i In the managing the firſt Point, 1 ſhall not infiſt upon theProofs of a fit- 
ture Jud gment, but only dirett to the res of Argubents that aredemonſtrative 
to attentive and unperverted Minds,. + 1 1O9HD © 

Tis a Dodtrine of Natural Reaſon and; Divine Faith +/if we conſidet the eſſential 
and neceſſary Perfe&ions of. God, or the Frame' of Man," we muſt ſtrongly infer'tis 
accountableneſs for his Aﬀions. - There is ant effential Subordination between Man 

- and his Divine Maker, and being endowed with oat HE rRs and: free Facultics, 
tis. becoming. the Wiſdom of God to by 4 Law, to regulate his Choice 
and Actions : This is the Ruleithat: JiNioguiſh = +/malems Virtue and Vice, ' andthe 

Holineſs, Juſtice, and Goodneſs' of God are A ble allurances to us, chat "thi 
will-be Recompences according to the diverſity. of \Mets Attions, \eithet c6nfd wing 
or tranſgreflin his Laws. Beſides, every Man has av ynternal. Sentiment | a" edict: 
Impreſſion in his Breaſt of this great Truth. >Chofatgied the inſepitable. Facyky or 
the reaſonable Soul, has a direing. and: reflefting L 46 :ſhow-WE0Re'R Duty,-tc 
EXAININE Our Adtions, and accordingly to.excuſe a and tert 
fy z which Ads neceſſarily imply, that 'tis dep udge 
World, to obſerve our ways'in order. to; ity imo ribu 
This Proof is the more convincing and palpable, in n that thoſe Parſons ooh” are hs 
empted from humane Judgment 'by their, Power and Dignity, thoſ& who'kre above 
Reproof, and by a fatal Priviledge damn themſelves with tef$ contradtion than others, 

yet are not impenetrable. to the s of Conſcience, biit'at-times Have a conſcious 
feeling- of their Guilt: and i in ah. 4 who. have ſo far-ſtupified 'Conſcience, that 'tis 
either ſilent, or ſpeaks with a.low.Voice, -yet when they-are indiſtreſs, eſpecially in 

| the approaches ach Conſcience recovers Life and Vigor; ſets their Sins in order 

before them, :and;flaſhes the Terrars of future Judgment in their Facts ;-an evident 

preſage that altho Conſcience be-not ſtrong enough-to controul their: licentious Appe- 

tites- here, it will be rong enough for their Convittion and Torment hereafter, 
Now Divine Revelation renews the decayed Notionsiof the fature udgment that 

are natural to the Minds of Men, and confirrts them-againſt the oppoſition of the 

Carnal Faculties, it regulates and enlarges them, with refpe& to the' : Certainty and 

Circumſtances of it, who ſhall be Judge, and the manner of his contig,” and ttanſ- 

ating the Aﬀairs of the great Dy | 


I will 
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I will more particularly infiſt upon the certain coming of Jeſus Chriſt in Perſon to 
Judge the World; and for the orderly diſcourſe of it, 'tis obſervable that a double 
coming of Chriſt is foretold in Scripture : The firſt in a low Condition ; the ſecond 
in a glorious State. Theends of his firſt and ſecond coming regulate their manner : 
The Meſſias came at firſt, to be the Mediatour between the righteous God and finful 
Man, by patient ſuffering the moſt afflitive Evils to propitiate the incenſed Juſtice of 
Heaven againſt us ; to reſtore us by Humility who fell by Pride ; To illuſtrate his ſignal 
Love to us, 'to-recommend by the efficacy of his Example, the meek Suffering all the 


' tranſient Evils of the World : But the ſecond will be to perform the laſt Att of his 


Regal Office, to determine the eternal States of Angels and Men, and ſuitably in the 
Glory of his Deity. The Divine Oracles were never leſs obſcure than in deſcribing 
the firſt and ſecond coming of the Meſſias ; the Eclipſes of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
and his futore Glory : .and the moſt clear accompliſhment of them in his Humulati- 
on, is a convincing viſible Argument they ſhall be fulfilled in his Exaltation. -Now 
in regard his lowly Obedience, and ſorrowful Sufferings, are the Titles to his Tri- 
umph, and the height-of his Glory ſhall be anſwerable to his extream Debaſement ; 
I will briefly. compare his firſt and ſecond Coming, 


- _. His firſt Coming was i» the likeneſs of fnful Fleſb - tho he was exempt from the re- 


Pſal. 22. 


| Iſa 6. 


Job. 12. 41» 


Ia, 45-15. 


Pal. 68. 17. | 4 
hv. Father, in the viſible brightneſs 'of the Deity. The Rods, the Thorns, the 


bellious Sin of -our firſt Parents, and the poiſonous Tinfure that is derived to their 
common.Race, being miraculouſly conceived by the Holy Ghoſty yet he was charged 
with the Frailties, and expoſed to thoſe Aflictions that are the Penalties of Sin. Hi 
firſt reception in the World was ſo mean, that if Poverty it ſelf had aflum'd a viſi- 
ble A ance, it could not be received more poorly. He was born in a Stable, and 
died on the Croſs, the humble Poverty of his beginning was not diſcordant from 
his ignominious End : and his Life from his firſt Breath to his laſt in the World, 
was a courſe through Poverty, Diſgrace, Injuries, Indignities, and the moſt cruel 
Sufferings, He was made not only lower than the Angels, but than the loweſt of 
Men : In the Language of his Type, « Worm and xo Man. In this poor, weak, and 
contemptible State, darkned with the Clouds of Sorrows, O how unlike to him, 
who appearetl in a Celeſtial Viſion to the Prophet Eſay, fitting wpor a Throne high and 
lifted »p, and the glorious Seraphims in a poltirs 'of Reverence about him, and in 
an Extaſy of Admiration crying, 'oe' to another, Holy, boly, holy 'is the Lord God of 
Hoſts, the whole Earth is full of hit Glory, © FL 
Carnal Eyes could not difcover the Son of God in the Son of Man fo vilified and 
afllifted. 'The words of the Prophet are juſtly applicable to him inthe State of his 
Humiliation, Verily thox art a God that bideft thy ſelf, O God of Iſrael the Saviour. 
Now to all thoſe Steps of our Saviour's depreſſion in his firſt coming, are corre- 
ſpondent the degrees of his Exaltion in his ſecond coming. He ſhall come the { 


cond time from the higheſt Heaven the true SanQtuary of God, and appear without 
Siv, have | edgy ao ated it by his Sufferings on Earth. His firſt coming was in 
J:ſbonoar,, ond ſhall be in Glory. He came at firſt on foot, in the forme of a Ser- 
pext, then, he: ſhall come iz the forme of God, riding on the bright Clouds, and all the 
riots of God, the Angels of Light attending him. He ſhalr come in the Glory of 


. Nails, the Crofs, all the conſpiring Inſtruments of his cruel and diſgraceful Suffer- 


- ex be made heavenly, clothed with a living Luſtre and Vigour. 


ings ſhall be exchanged for the Enfigns of Majeſty : His Sacred Head ſhall be crown'd 
with Glory,' of which the Sun in its Luſtre is but a dark ſhadow ; a Scepter of Righ- 
teonſneſs ſhall be. in his hand, he ſhall fit on a great white Throne, the Emblem of Tis 
unſpotted Holineſs. bs 1 OI at oy LOOT ant! EE EORuT 
His firſt coming was i= Weakneſs, but his ſecond ſhall be 3» Power. Thus he told 
his Enemies, Hereafter foall Je fo the Sow of Man fitting on the right-hand of Power, 
and coming in the Clouds of Heaven. His'Voice ſhall break the filence of the: Grave, 
and all that are in the bowels'of the Earth, or the bottom of the Sea, ſhall come 
forth 5 They that have done good, unto" the Reſurref®ion of Life; they that have done 
evil, to. the ReſurreZion of Damnation. By his Omriipotence he will change our vile 
Bodies, that they may be faſbioned like to his Gloriows Body. As Gold at firſt taken 
out of the Mine, ſeems but common Earth, but by the refining Fire has a Bright- 
neſs. ſuperinduced, that it ſeems rather. the produdt of the Fire, than from the Vein 
of the Earth from whence it was taken : Thus our Bodies that in their Original 
are but Earth z from the Eerthly Adam ; ſhall by the Power of the Lord from Hea- 
He will then 
convent the God of this World, with all the inviſible Legions of rebellious Spi- 


rits, and force their Submiſſion to his High Tribunal. He will diffolve the 
old 


Z 
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old World, and raiſe , the new : ffom his Face the Earth and the Heaven ſtall flee 
away, and there ſhall be no place found for them, : According to his Promiſe we look for 
new Heavens and anew Earth, wherein dwells Righteouſneſs. ©, , ., . 
Briefly, in his firſt coming he was deſpiſed and rejeFed of Men, condemned and cru- 
cified, but then he ſhall be revealed from Heaven with his mighty Angels, in flaming 
Fire, to take Vengeance upon all that know not God, and diſobey the Goſpel. + How will the 
wicked be ſurpriz'd with the terrors of the Lord 2: At the. promulgation of the Law, the 
Senſes of Hearing and Seeing, that are the inlets of Terror, were ſo.ſtrongly affe&ed 
with the Preſence of God, when fearful Lightnings were darted from. his Eyes, and 
Clouds of Smoke came from the Breath of his Noltrils, and at the loud ſounding of the 
Trumpet, and the quaking of the Monntain ;, that the Hearts of the SpeCtators were rea- 
dy to die within A $0. and Moſes himſelf was terribly afraid ; but how will the Sights 
and Sounds at the laſt Day overwhelm the guilty. with Terrors, when the Son of God 
ſhall appear iz his terrible Majeſty ! when the Arch-angel ſhall blow the Trumpet of God, 
when the Pillars of Heaven ſhall fall, and the Foundationsofthe Earth be overthrown, 
and a dreadful Judgment ſhall paſs = the impenitent Tranſgreſſors of the eternal 
—_ how will they appear ſpiritleſs, in ſad Confuſion in the great Day of the Lord 
mighty £ on | LE, 
Sh We are to conſider the Circumſtance of Time, his commg quickly. 'Tis 
verified by univerſal Experience, that no carnal Principle does more fortify Sinners1 
a falſe Security, thar putting the evil Day far from them, and the Preſumption that they 
are not in preſent danger of God's Diſpleaſure, when inevitable and great Evils are 
look'd upon as remote, they make a ſlight Impreſſion,” but the Propinquity of. ſuch 
Evils inſpires Terrors. We have an Inſtance of this in Cave, who. (after God had de- 
nounced his Puniſhment for his bloody crying Sin). full. of Perplexity and. Deſpair 
breaks forth, My Puniſhment is greater than I can bear ! and it ſhall come to paſs, that 
every one that findeth me, ſhall lay me. But when he was. ſecured from ion Revenge, 
and expected a long Life in this World, he freely indulged his ſenfual A 


— . + 


built a City, to drown the noiſe of his accuſing Conſcience... The World follows. this 


way of Cain, and freely purſues the Satisfationoftheir Luſts. When Men lookupan 
the Divine Judgment at an immenſe diſtance, and wher. the evil Servant. ſha 'ſay #2 Natth. 24: 


his Heart, my Lord delays his coming, he will fatisfy both the angry and voluptuous 
Appetites, he will ſwrite his Fellow-Servants, and eat and drink with the drunken. To 
awaken therefore Mens drowſy Spirits to prepare for the Judgment of the great 
Day, to check their exorbitant Luſts, #heir Laſcrviouſneſs, exceſs of Wine, and Re- 
veling, 'tis threatened, they ſhall give an account of them, to hime who is ready to judge the 1 Pe. 141.5. 
Buick and the Dead. And to: induce a patient Temper and aſlwage Sorrow, the 


. 


Apoſtle James encourages afflicted Chriſtians, that the Judge ſtands. before. the. Dpor.,. 

| There is a ſeeming difficulty how to reconcile the Predidions of Chriſt's ſudden 
coming to Judgment,: with the interval of ſo many intire Ages laps'd.lince, -and 
what may remain of. Time before the laſt Day is uncertain, This difhiculty will he 
reſolved by conſidering the following Particulars, ages, af; 

1. The Words of the Text are to be underſtood mm. the fridt literal :Senſe :, For 
our Saviour haying repreſented in a viſionary Scene the State of the Church in the 
ſeveral Periods of its Duration to the end of the : World, its Confligs, . Victory, 
Triumph over Antichriſtian Enemies, and having deſcribed the Trang 


and Glory of the Church in the very laſt by of Time, which is propa 


Lt 


the glorious everlaſting State in the next World, he declares, F come quict 
Reward is with me - Aﬀter the final accompliſhment RL Prophecie: 
' no more uſe of Time, the unjuſt, and unrighteous, and: fil 


diately ſhall receive Recompences ciara - 


rk to 


* by 


now the laſt Sands are running 3, whan "tis out, 
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3. Sometimes the ſpeedy coming of Chriſt to Judgment immediately reſpects the 
deftrution of the Jewiſh State, and their principal City. Thus in his laſt Sermon 
on Mount Olivet, the Temple being in his view, he foretold that ome Stone ſhall not 
be lefi upon another : And after his deſcribing the LarfulFvents that ſhould ſurprize 

Mat. 24. 24. that Nation, tells his Diſciples, Verily I ſay nnto you, this Generation ſhall not paſs, 
Afs 2. 20, Till all theſe things be fulfilled. The time of this Judgment, 1s called the great and 31- 
Iuftrious Day of the Lord, when by viſible Vengeance upon that Nation, he dedclar'd 
his Divine Power and Glory before the World. And to this famous Deſtruction of 
the Jews, may refer ſeveral places, where the Apoſtle encourages Believers to un- 
fainting perſeverance in their Duty, notwithſtanding the cruel Oppoſition they met 
Heb.:o. With from Infidels of the Jewifh Nation : Not forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves, as the 


f ſurely come, it will not tarry. | This 1s x15 jeros by the Apoſtle 'to the particular 

Heb. 10. ! 1dgment upon Jeruſalem ; and is applica | 
" [ittle while, and he that ſhall come will come, and will not tarry : he bears long with the 
 Sufferings of his own Ele, yet he will avenge them Agr - At the prefixed time, when 
all the Veſſels of Wrath are fitted for 


laſt, has not that proportion to DE, as a ſhort Span has to the vaſt Compaſs 
| ofthe Heaven. Now God, who is abſolutel 


£44 ir agent) and a thouſand Years as phe day: alll the meaſiires of Time are 


2 Cor. q» -t4 : 
Sinner five to extream Age, yet bis Judgment did not ſlumber, but was haſtning, for 
his Death, 'that'is the end 


© £ 
- 
w 


ares. Ph | b 
* Thirdly, "We are to conſider the Rewards he will then immediately diſtribute.) | 
+ What the Rewards ſhall be in their general nature we may underſtand, but the de- . 


grees 
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grees of Happineſs or Miſery in the future State are beyond the utmoſt comprehen-, 
ſion of our Thoughts, or expreſſions of our Words. A Child may as. ſoon be in- 
ſtruCted tounderſtand and relate the deepeſt Counſels of a Senate ; as a mortal Man, 
can fully con\ceive or explicate what Heaven or Hell is. The Judge {tiles it wy. Re- 
ward, who is the great God and. our $quiour : and 'tis correſpongent to his infinite; 


Goodneſs and Bounty, or to his terrible Majeſty and offended Juſtice. . Who can uns, 
fold the Treaſures of his Love, or the Treaſures.of his Wrath? Who hows.the Power. 


o 


of his Anger ? Tho no Reſemblance be capable to.expreſs fully the ſoveraign F 
and the extream Miſery in the future State, yet far our Inſtruction they are ſet fort! 
in .the moſt intelligible and*affeting manner with refpe& to our narrow, Capacities, 
The Reward of the Saints is a State'of Glory and Joy. in. the Preſence, of tg, led 
God, the Fountain of true Felicity. - The Apoſtle. aſſures us, that thoſe who aqn- 
tinue in well-doing ſhall be rewarded with Glory, and Honour, and. Immortality.: The 
Reward is ſhadowed forth by choſen Compariſons, a Crown.of Glory, a Crown: of Life, 
by the the Joys.of a Marriage Feſtival that ſhall be celebrated; in*the,, ity ,of 


The Recompence from revenging Juſtice is ſet forth by words 
nification :' by Irdignation and Wrath, Tribulation and £ 


Figures expreſs. This Reward he ſaith is with him. This I ſhall con 
things. . . - x | 


andefled Inheritance 3 « right tothe Tree of Life, He that bath the Gon, Bath eo 
ing Life : an unfeigned Faith that »nites us to Chriſt, that purifies the Heart 
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wer Darkneſs : there is no pollible fcape-by 


righteous Fury, no poſlible reſiſtance of his Almighty Power, but the Y 


preſently ſuffer the;decreed Vengeance. v1 <ubAngs 3s 2 ed 
2... The'Reward js compleat.: for it ſhall be the ifſue;of final Judgmen 


»-x4 


: oF #%" 
E- i236 $92? 
w . 
© 6. . 
4.4 (690 : * Fl 
$ vS..# 2 ( A 
TYe®: ? 2 3 
Xp 
y 


in the hands of revenging Juſtice, and their Sin 1s a principal part of. | 
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"moat, ! The Rewardableneſs of Humane A@ions is limited to the preſent Life; and 
. when Men ſhall appear before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, a full Reward will be 
> diſt ribiſted to them. 
Here the faithful Servants of God have ſome Vails to encourage them in their 
t arnd 'to Uelight in their Duty : and in their various Sorrows and Sufferings 
d With ſome forertinning Beams of Heavenly Light, revived with the 
f Parte, refrah'd with Waters of Life from the ſacre Springs of Comfort, 
this 'Profuifes of God, , ar# rejoyce in the hope of Glory : but then they are received in- 
$ gforions Prefence, Gerd there 1s fulneſs if Joy, and Rivers of Pleaſure for 
TOS 'an there be in their Happineſs when they are entred into he 
Dari, nd Joy enters into them repleniiſhing all their Faculties ? 
& Ipicked feel Bitte beginnings of Sorrows, the twinges of an accuſ1 
th0F Kſcietes _ ſettles into the undying Worm : The firſt Breath of God's Indigna- 
con oniRtfhes fn nges them Here : Þut then the Flames of it will break forth with 
_ vehei5 To in"this' World his Dif] jd peeet is a Compound of Juſtice and Mercy, 
or g-to uſe  Extremity : when he is exceedingly provok'd, Mercy molliftes 
He goin Juſtice, ' calms the Fierceneſs of his Wrath, lighters the Weight of his 
Power he Hoes nb} riipurl then accortling to their Tniquities + biit then nothing will 
bre k the blow of his Revenging Hat $: Stri& Juſtice will then infli& a Puniſh- 
e fttitlenfyrate to the guilt of their Sihs. AM the leading Faculties of the Soul, 
«no BW ir. the Fancy, the Memory, the Will, the Aﬀettions, that have been pollo- 
ed Wit "Sity," . all the ſenſitive Faculties of the Body that have been inſtrumental mn 
Js! Fes ſhall be tormerited. The voluptuous Wretch, whoſe Soul 


E 


44 whe keſh' and Blood, and Tiotoufly feaſted every day, his Tongue was 
me. > 
"Hp Pa n/is more intenſe and yiolent according to the Capacity of the Patient, 
polite ty and Tmipfefſion of the Agent : Thus 'in the Body thoſe Parts that 
on of the quickeſt jon moſt tender Senſe, are moſt receptive of Pain ; and when 
Wit fg ® efcing Htmours fall upon them, are vehemenitly affe&ted : How great 
Wl be oi ment, "when the-intire Man the Soul and Body are prepare to be 
tf \capable of Torment, and Tnfinite Power itfli&t- ft > Weeping and g naſhing 0 
rem Sortbw, and extream Rage, ate the Charaltes of Dattmation. 6 
beyond all ofit reſſion! _ 
ward is petpetual: "tis the'iffiie of Erernal Judgment - The Seritenice is | 
| r'eyer. The Saints ſhall ever be with' 4 Lord, whoſe Preſence . 
bs Me Hg viintain of Felicity. Their Bodies {hall be. <ndowed with a Celeſtial 
whfadize Beatity. nd Vigor becoming the glorious Quality of the Sons pf 'God * 
Heir ſhall for ever be ſatisfied with the fight of his Glory, and raviſh'd with 
the F rultign, of his Love.. There is no defe@ in that bleſſed State, and nv danger 
of Wfihp t:o | Phe Love of God towards his cleft Veſſels of Mercy i is as unchangea le 
8 Wis Ntite 7 - the Divine Beauty _— the' on = their * pure Aﬀectzons upon 
elfy 2 *Fnhey enjoy an everia ommnt on with him. Efernit crowns an 
we i cher Wa NY qe F 7 7 
Kcked are ee biltekicatel from 'the Beatifical Prefenct of God, wh the 
53 the*Saints for ever. They are impriſon'd 'in Hell during 'the' Dif  }F 
bre'sf teTitimor |King, who's inflezibly angry, and irreeshciteable forever. ; 
1e preſent'State Violent Pains or Paſſions extinguift Life, AS a herce Fire deyours 
j tter "that feeds'it: Th 
he! Sf, erade of Fieſh would preſent 'be Hfſolved : But the Dj- 
"apB61d "the dane in 'viyacity to feel 'Fnfertial Torments. Here 
' tons ardpanſts between'the ſtrokes of God's Hand ; eve” Phirodb 
"Reba! was indule'd at times to lead Him t to/Repentance : bit"there is an 
| 'of ents : the obſtinite Sons of Darkneſs are without cafe 


FE 


Fourthly 


Ts , We are to.conſider the reſpeQive. alfeictice of the Rewards, actordin 


$of 'Men'in this Life : and that with reſpett to the kinds whether good 


| eva, *and eprees of good and evil in them. *He will then ha Tudument to 
Eceleſ. 12. 14.f Torn 7] Pee #% the Pluntmet, and bring every Work to Jude I 


TI% 


hop a or #1: "Ye will try our good: Works inclufively, ipith our Pritciries, and Aims, 
"and hk. Beg herein their ſpiritual value confiſts. He alone 'has'exaR Scales to. 
" weigh the Spirits of Men, a Divine Faculty to fe the deepeſt Secds of their Aﬀtions. 
en Rtbgious Ditties, when Ads of C hirity and of any Virtte are perfortgd | in 
Obedience t0 God, !to pleaſe! and glorify him, they ſhall be rewatded accordingly : 
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but when done from Carnal Motives, for our own Reputation, -our own Intereſt or 
Pleaſure, the Judge will then declare, I have not found your Works Jo before me : thO rev. ;, x. 
never ſo ſpecious and glittering. in the Eyes and eſteem of Men, tho appearing with 
a great ſhow of Goodneſs, yet without the internal Exerciſe of gracious Aﬀections 
that are the Life of Obedience, they are of no account in that day. According to 
= p 2a —_ yore of onr-good Works, the Reward thatl be FT "He that . Cor. 9. 6. 
ows ſparingly, ſhall reap ſparingly ; and he that ſows bountifully, ſhall reap bynntifully. 
This Rule of Judgment does ph the leaſt Kar that cl apmileg. 2ro: of the 
Reward in the beſt Works of Men : the Scripture is moſt expreſs, That Eternal Life 
is the Gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord + The Kingdom of Glory is infinitely 
more a Gift than a Reward. | MY Ce DE HOTEL PD 
_ As the Predeſtrnation of Saints to Life is an At of Soveraign Mercy 4 1o the Glo- 
rification of them is an Ad of equally free Mercy, without refpe&ito any \Merit 'of 
ours : but the wiſe and holy Law-giver difpenſes the 'bleifed Rewart. according to 
the Tenour of our good Works : and as by the excellence ofithe Reward he declares 
what value .he ſets upon 'our Obedience ; fo by the 'exa&nes 'of onr Obedience. we 
declare what value we ſet upon the Reward. | | 
The Recampences of diftributive Juſtice ſhall be according to the evil Works of 
Men. All Sins with the inhancing Circumſtances of 'Guilt ſhall 'be brought to Jadg- 
- ment; Siris of Omifſion ; I was ar hungry, and you gave me no meat ;" [was thirſty, anil 
y0u (gave me no drink, ſhall be charged upon [the Reprobates by the Judge himſelf. 
To him who knoweth to do good, and doth it mot, to him it js a Sin. All Sins of Com: Jam. 4 17: 
miflion, whether ſecret or open ; 'God will judge the ringing #70: by Feſws Chriſt: The 
Sins-concealed from the Eye of the Day, 'the Light of the Sun, and from-the Eye 
of the Night, the Light of a Candle, ſhall then be made manifeſt :'and all the noto- 
rious and infamous Sins, .Laſciviouſneſs, Laſts, exceſs of Wine, 'Revelings, Banquetings, 1 Pet. 4 4, 5. 
and abominable Idolatry, Men ſhall give an account 'of to him, "who 3s ready 'to Judge the 
Duick and the Dead. Sins of Thoughts and Words, as welt as of Adtions, ſhall then. 
be remembred ; the vain Thoughts that have lodged 5x the Heart, and toery '5ale word 
that hath been fpoken by Men, they ſhall give an account of in vie day of Futlament. 
The degrees of Puniſhment ſhall be correſpondent to Mens Sins : (How much: they 
have lived delicionſly 'and preſumptuouſly, ſo 'much Sorroto und Tormoit ſhall be groen © 
them, The more rebellious, outragious, and obſtinate Sinners now'tare; 'the/more 
fearful Severitics ſhall be their portion. Thoſe who know'their Maſters Will, -and do 5t 
not, ſhall be beaten with many Stripes. © PT 0 Ft GONE 3 ot} 
\ The Proceedings of that day ſhall be tranſacted by the :Som of God 'im/his ? ro | 
1s 


the laſt Judg- | 


cording 'fo therr Works, 1, 
- The Records of Conſcience 


mey,/ thatithe 
Dvvercome . 


teous Judgments... 


The Application. 


The Dodrine of Chriſt's ſpeedy coming to Judgment, ſhould be a powerful Incen- | 
tive to-our moſt ſolemn and ready preparing for 1t. The Afﬀair js infinitely'ſerious, | + 
*tis our incomparable Intereſt\to ſecute-the-Favour. of the-Sopream Judge: if we'are 
caſt in Judgment, our Miſery is irrecoverable. : There may be'Errors mn Humane Judg- 

ment, and other days of Trial to review and alter the Seritence z but the'Judgment 

of the laſt day is irrevocable.  'And is it a flight matter to be ſaved or Yamr'd: for 

: ever? Then the Children of this World are abſolutely wiſer than the Childrcn+ of _ 
| | ut 
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But '*tis not poſſible for the Mind of Man, unleſs monſtroufly perverted, to conceive 
ſuch a Thought. From whence then is it, that the eternal Judgment is ſo uncon- 
fider'd, ſo unexpected, and unprepared for, by moſt of the World ? Should not the 
Excellence of their Judge make Sinners afraid 2 His univerſal Knowledge, for all things 
are naked and open to him, with whom we have to do ;, His immaculate Holinels, for he 
is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity without averſation ; His incorruptible Juſtice 
that will not ſpare the guilty ; His Eternal Power that can ſo eaſily and terribly revenge 
all willful Diſobedience to his Law, and has been fo inſolently contemned, all the 
PerfeQions of his Divine Nature, and the bleeding Sufferings of his Humane Na- 
ture to purchaſe Salvation ſo wretchedly negle&ed, will render their Judgment fear- 
EX 10.3 ful and intolerable. What will they do in the day of Viſctation © Can their Flearts en- 
Ezek, 22, Arte, or their Hands rg in the day that he will deal with them ? Can they think 
to mitigate his hot Diſpleaſure, when his Clemency fo often deſpiſed, will inflame 
| his Juſtice ? All the Mercies which they have ſo ungraciouſly abus'd, ſhall be pro- 
'duc'd in Teſtimony of their Rebellion, heighten'd with the moſt unworthy Ingratt- 
tude : What Coternation will ſeize the Guilty, when ten thouſand Accuſers {hall 
riſe up in Judgment againſt them, and not one Advocate appear for their Defence ? 
Methinks the: hearing ſuch terrible Truths ſhould make their Ears tingle, and their 
Hearts die within them, yet (O aſtoniſhing Security! ) tho God ſpea ſo loud by 
the Voice of his Miniſters, and ſometimes by his powerful Providence, they are as 

deaf as Adders ; but let a carnal Luſt whiſper within from their earthly part, t 
- preſently hear and are charmed. From whence is it that the Eternal Judgment, fo 
ſure as Death, does not cauſe an extream Apprehenfion in unpardoned Sinners? The 
| next cauſe of this Stupidity is, that they pur the evil day at a remote diſtance, as the 
Ezck-12. 32, SCOrners ſaid, the Viſton is for many days : they ſtudy to be ſecure, and delay their 
Preparations, preſuming to have time enough before them. Vain Men ! how will- 
ingly do they deceive themſelves 2 Can they be aſſured of the preſent Life one hour? 
Some in their impure Embraces, others at voluptuous Feaſts have been ſeized by Di- 
vine Juſtice : the day-of Death is equivalent to the day of Judgment ;, for immedi- 

ately after there is a final decifion and actual diſpoſing of Men for ever. 

That we may therefore be duly prepared, theſe Direttions are to be followed. 

I. Let it be our ſpecial Gre to plant the Belief of this great Truth in our Minds, 
and preſerve it in its Vigor, that we may feel its Efficacy and Influence in our Hearts 
and Lives. . Cuſtomary Believers, whole aflent to Divine Truths 1s only from the 
prejudice of Education, and the current Opinions of others with whom they live, 
are as careleſs and ſecure as dire& Atheiſts : The ſubſtantial Fruits of Godlineſs and 
Holineſs ſpring from internal Notions deeply eſtabliſh'd, and experimentally felt in 

. the Soul. The uſual coldneſs in the Duties of Religion, and preſumptuous boldneſs 
1n Sin, is. becauſe Men have but a flite Belief of their great account. But we have 
mfallible affurance from the Judge himſelf : Behold I come quickly : his Throne 3s like 
the fiery Flame, and his Wheels as burning Fire, an Emblem of his ſwift coming to 
Judgment.” The ſtedfaſt Belief of this will arreſt our -vain Thoughts, and: controul 
our vicious Aﬀections, and regulate our Converſations. Faith '1s the Principle of 
Fear ; and Fear is a preventive Paſſion, it engages the Mind to conſider with be- 
coming ſeriouſneſs, how to eſcape the Damnation of Hef. Then we throughly believe 
this fandamental Principle of Religion, when the defign and work of our Lives is to 
be approved by our x. 6 4 ITO 
. 2, Moderation both in the Pleaſures and Buſineſs of the World is requiſite, that 
we may with intire Application of Mind prepare to appear before our Judge. *Tis 
Luk. 21.34,35; DE aweful Caution of our Saviour to his Diſciples, vo e heed to your ſelves, leſt at 
any time, your Hearts be overcharged with Surfeitig and Drunkenneſs, and Cares of this | 
_ Life, and ſo that Day come upon you 'unawares. For 4s a Snare ſpall it come on all them, 
that dwell on the Ea of the whole Earth. Watch ye therefore and pray almays, that ye 
may be accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to paſs, and to ſtand be- 
fore the Son of Man. The unjverſal Snares that faſten Men in ſecurity are ſenſual 
Pleaſures and Worldly Cares : They are natural and inſinuating into our Hearts. A 
diſlolute voluptuous courſe is attended with a ſtupid negle& of 'God and the Soul : 
and the indulging of the Carnal Appetites, tho not in ſuch vicious Exceſſes, -as the 
notoriouſly Papiene are f rata of, leflens the fear of Caution, which is inſtrumental 
to naake us ferious and diligent, leſt we be ſurprized in an unpreparcd' State by the 
Judge of the World. - The ſubtilty of Satan' is to be obſerved, he does not tempt 
Men to take ſo deep, a ſurfeit of Pleaſares as might cauſe a loathing of them, but- 
gently feeds the voluptuous diſeaſed Appetites, knowing that a Senſual Life alienates 
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the Mind from a ſevere refle&ing upon'the State of their Souls, and induces a deep 

forgetfulneſs of their Accounts with God. From hence it is, that the danger 
| vans ſo many are of loſing their Souls for ever, is not perceived till their caſe be 
eſperate. 

Others are ſo involv'd in Secular Buſineſs, their Minds are ſo over-ſhaded with the 
Cares of the World, that they are not at leiſure to attend to the one thing neceſſary, 
and can take no right Aſpett of the World'to come. Their AﬀeCtions are ſtiff and , 
ſetled in the Earth, their Thoughts are immerſt in the Aﬀairs of this prefent Life ; 
they think it their Diſcretion and Duty to ingage in the unceſſant proſecution, of 
their Worldly Deſigns, and the Devil takes this advantage to prevent, in them the 
pity and care of their immortal Souls : Or if at any time ſerious Defires are kindled 
in them of Salvation, an inundation of Worldly Thoughts preſently quench them. 

Thus Men periſh by the abuſe of lawful things. The Flood broke in upon the old 

World whilſt they were eating and drinking, marryingand giving in Marriage, buying and 

ſelling, ard deftrozed them all: The laſt Fire will devour the preſent World in the ſame - 

dull Incogitancy, and ſtupid negle& to prepare themſelves for Judgment. As it was 

in the days of Noah, ſo ſhall it be in the days of the Sow of Man. The ſenſual and... .; 
worldly-minded are uſually ſecure, and when they ſhall ſay Peace and Safety, ſudden 
Deſtru@ion cometh upon them, as Travel upon a Woman with Child, as ſurprizingly as 
1rrefiſtably, and they ſhall, not eſcape. *Tis a divine and ſolemn MIrny Behold, I rev. 16. 1 
come as 4 Thief in the Night, Meſed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his Grarments un- | 
ſpotted from the World, leſt he be founil naked without the Robe of Holineſs, and be ex- 

poſed to confounding Shame in the great Day. - ER ja 

3. The frequent and ſerious trial of Conſcience with reſpet to: our ſpiritual State, | 
and the Actions of our Lives 1s requiſite to our preparing our ſelves for our laſt ac- 
count : for there will be a manifeſtation of them in that day. The moſt never 
ſpend a ſerious hour in confidering whether they are tranſlated from Death to Life. 

The Rule of Judgment is declared by St. John ; He that hath the Son, hath Life > and 
he that hath not the Son, hath not Life. The Juſtification of our Perſons from the 
guilt of our Sins, is wholly to be aſcribed to the Divine Mercy. upon the account of 
-his moſt precious Metits and Mediation : and all the ſaving Benefits purchas'd by his : 
Death are acually applied only to thoſe who are united to him by an unfeigned 
lively Faith. All the vital Influences of his Merits are derived from him to his Mem- 
bers : he is the Head of the Church and Saviour of the Body. His moſt precious Blood 
that was ſhed on the Croſs, muſt be ſprixkled on the Conſcience to purge it from dead 
Works : The Blood of ſprinkling ſpeaks better things than the Blood of Abel. And the 
Faith that is ſaving is not a mere aſſent in Speculation to the DoCtrine of the 'Go- 
ſpel,. but ſuch a Belief in the Bleffed Mediator of his reconciling us to God, as pro- 
duces a ſuperlative Love to 'him, and by that Love ſincere and uniform Obedience 
to his moſt holy Laws. By Faith we are juſtified from the Guilt of Sin, by Works 
from'the'Charge of Hypocriſy, in that we have ſincerely complied with the Terms 
of the Goſpel, by receiving intire Chriſt as our Lord and Sayiour. _ | 
| We can never with Comfort appear before the righteous Lord, .if we have-not an 
'intereſt-in him as the Lord our Righteouſneſs, | : nh HE IeD 
There are ſome of a Moral Temper and Civil Converſation that finally miſcarry, 
by their negle& of coming to Chriſt with earneſt hunger and thirſt after his.Righ- 
teouſneſs, which alone can endure the Trial of God's Judgment-Seat for our Abſo- 
lation :* They have not ſuch a conſcious feeling of their 'undone Condition by. Sin, | 
as to make them earneſtly ſeek' for a Remedy : 'the Deceiver of Souls infinvates into | 
their ſecret Thoughts, that they are ſafe enough; and ſhall ſtand in Judgment, be- 
cauſe 'they are not-guilty of enormous Crimes ; they rarely feel the laſhes of Conſci- 
| ence, which thoſe who rebel againſt the clear Light do. But how fair ſoever the 
Lives of Men appear, ſuch is the exa& Purity 'of the Divine Law, ſo many known 
-ahd ſecret Sins even' the moſt circumſpe& are guilty of, .that without an intereſt in. 
the Bleſſed Mediator,' they will be caſt in Judgment for ever. *Tis therefore of infi- 
nite Conſequence to examine our ſelves whether we are in a'State of Favour and Ac- 
_ceptance'with God? 'the Jealouſy of many holy and tender Spirits ſuſpends the com- 
fortable Judgment of Conſcience, and the vicous Self-love of carnal Perſons ſuſpends 
the condemning Judgment of it. - np 
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' Beſides, the daily review of our Actions is of excellent uſe to prepare us for our 
laſt account. Conſcience is plac'd in our Boſoms as a vigtant Inſpector and Dome- | 
ſtick Judge, to obſerve our A@ions, and compare them with the Rule, and accord- | 


| ingly to cenſure or approve us : When we fail in our Duty, and violate God's Pre- | 
| cepts, 
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- c<pts, it ſhould work upon the AﬀeCtions, of Gricf and Shame, and cauſe us carneft- - 
ly to addreſs to the Throne of Grace for Pardon : and renew the Application of the i 
Blood of Chriſt to our Souls. According to the quality of our Sins, our Repentance | h 
ſhould be more ſolemn and ſpecial, we ſhould more ſeverely judge our ſelves that - 
we may not be judged by the Lord. This is very unpleaſant Work to carnal Men: but M 
_ *tis the indiſpenſible Condition of obtaining pardoning My : *tis the moſt con- _ 
gruous way of recovering Sinners both for the Honour of God, and our Good, for 
the broken and contrite Perſon will moſt prize the Favour of God, and be moſt fear- yo 
ful of returning to Sin. Indeed then our Repertance is unto Life, when the domini- p 
on of Sin is ſubdued, and the way is forſaken. Now, the ſpeedy coming of our . 
Judge ſhould recommend this ſevere Repentance to us : it ſhould excite Conſcience = 
to the daily obſervation of our Errors, then when Sins are committed, we may be fo 
reſtleſs till we get them pardoned : tho Men may ſuppreſs and {mother the Convidti- 7% 
ons of Conſciente at the preſent, yet it will ſhortly, like a fierce and terrible Offt- LS 
cer, take the Guilty by the Throat and command him to pay what he owes to Di- | 0 
vine Juftice. 'Tis our Wiſdom to compare the bitterneſs of Repentance with the rs 
- Torments of Hell : Repenting Sorrow is for the cure of Sin, the Sorrow of Hell is 
for the Puniſhment of Sinners for ever. Repert, that your Sins may be blotted ont in 
the times of ws 164 ng from the Preſence of the Lord. Tn 5 
4. The perſwaſion of this Dofrine is an excellent means to obtain a calm and con- Hh 
| tented frame of Spirit in every State : For if we confider within a little while all 720 
Civil Diſtin&ions of High and Low, Rich and Poor, ſhall be at an end, and only A 
the Moral Diſtin&tions of Holy and Unholy, Righteous and Unrighteous, ſhall re- | 
main, that all muſt ſtand in an equal Line before the Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, to re- yy 
ceive eternal Recompences, how will it vilify this World in our eſteem, and conſe- © 
quently make 4 mean and low Condition tolerable to us? 'Tis related of Fuliws Ceſar, ' d 
that being in a Storm at Sea, he was fain to ſtrip himſelf naked and ſwim for his Life, 
carrying in one hand his Commentaries written by himſelf of his Military AQions : Þ 
Within a ſhort time we muſt be deveſted of all the external Circumſtances of the "4; 
: preſent Life, Riches, Honours, Dignities, and of the Garment of our Fleſh, and 2 
n our naked Souls ſhall only carry with them the Book of Conſcience, wherein all our Ke 
Aﬀions are recorded with our own Hands, . into that vaſt Eternity before us : this b 
ſhould make us more indifferent what our preſent State is, that we muſt ſhortly leave, . 34 
and very ſollicitous to order our Converſation ſo as to be accepted of our Judge. | 
Particularly it ſhould render the Praiſe or Diſpraiſe of Men a very ſmall matter to T 


us. Within a little while we ſhall only have to do with God, depend intirely upon I 
him, and according as his Sentence ſhall be favourable or fatal, muſt be determin'd 

for ever 3; how reliooatle then is it in compariſon of his Judgment to diſvalue the 

contingent ' Opinions of Men, who raiſe or depreſs our Names according to their 

Fancies arid Paſſions, and to be ſatisfied in God's Approbation. 

5. The Confideration of this Point ſhould encourage us joyfully to endure Re- 
proach or Violence for the Teſtimony of Divine Truth, to ſuffer for Righteouſneſs 
ſake : for, as the Apoſtle comforts the ſuffering Chriſtians, Within a little while, he 
that ſhall come will come, and will not tarry; and will beſtow an excellent Reward in 
Heaven ht his faithful Servants. This, duly conſidered, will inſpire not only 
TOs, ut Divine Joy in the Saints in their moſt afflicted State for the Name of 

riſt. | 

6. The Conſideration of this great Truth ſhould regulate our Deportment towards 
all Men, with Sincerity, Equity, Benignity, and Clemency. *Tis the Apoſtles cho- 

; Thef. 4 6. ſen Argument, Let no Mar go beyond, or defraud his Brother in any mattcr ; becauſe the 
Phil, 4- 5: Loy - the Avenger of all ſuch. Let your Moderation be known to all Men, the Lord is 
| at hand. 

To ſum up all: Let us with intire Application of Soul, and zealous Endeavours 

» Cor. s, ftrive to be approv'd by our Judge. We labour, faith the Apoſtle, whether preſent or 
abſent, to be accepted by bim. The certain Rules of pleaſing him, are to imitate his 
Example, and obey his Precepts. He will be a Lamb to all who are like him in In- 
nocence, Patience, and Purity. He went about doing Good : let ws do good to all, eſpe- 
cially to the Houſhold of Faith. To.uſe an Eſtate only for mean Ends, our Temporal 
Conveniencies, much more to abuſe and pervert it, to. foment Pride and Luxury, 
will make our Accounts to be uncomfortable, and grievous : but to be l;beral and rich 
in Good Works, is the infallible way to obtain a rich Reward. He fargave his cruel 
and unrighteous Enemies z his dying Prayer mixt with his precious Blood was to re- 
concile God to thoſe who ſhed it; and our Abſolution in his Judgment is ſuſpended 
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upon this indiſpenſable Condition, that from the Heart we forgive eveti the moſt ih- \_ 
| jutious Offences, and violent Provocations from others. An unforgiving Tertiper, | 
| like a Mill-ſtone faſten'd about the Neck, will fink us'into unfathom'd Mifery:': He - | 
that 1s ſtiff and irreconcileable, either never ſeriouſly conſiders his;own tfanterous 

Sins, or never receiv'd God's pardoning Mercy. "7; 150988 vitae | 

Let vs uniformly obey the Chetan of" Chriſt. We muſt ſtoop to his Powet as | 
our Judge, As I live ſaith the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to me, and tvery Tongue ſhall 
confeſs to God ;, 'tis our Wiſdom therefore to yield Obedience to his Authority as our - 
Law-giver. He is the Author of eternal Salvation to all who obey him.” 

Let us faithfully improve all our Talents, all the means and advantages to ſerve / 
and glorify him, for the Account will be ſtrict, and the Reward infinite. Briefly, 
let us learn this point of Wiſdom of our ſpiritual Enemy, who, becauſe his time + | 
ſhort, is more active and vigilant to do Miſchief ; ſo conſidering our yore of | 
doing good 1s ſhort, and the omiffion irreparable, Let as with zealow diligence always , Got. 5. 


. abound in the Work of the Lord, knowing that our Labour ſhall not be in vaitt in the Lord. 
O that Men were wiſe to conſider their Mortality and- Immortality : to do thoſe 
things now, which in the laſt and great Day they ſhall wiſh they had done. 


I ſhall now, as the preſent occaſion direts, ſpeak of the deteaſed Mr. BE N- 
 FAMIN ASHURST, of whoſe Goodneſs there are very valuable Teſtimonies. 
| He had the Felicity to be inſtructed and order'd in his early and CHI gf 
2 wiſe and holy Father : and as uſually the gracious or. vicious Habits of the firſt 
| Ageare transfuſed into the next, ſo his ſu ing Life was correſpondent to his Edu- . 
cation. There is a fit reſemblance between the natural Culture of the Earth and the moral 
of our Minds : Three things are requiſite to make the Earth fruitful, a good Soil, good 
Culture, and good Seed; ſo by Analogy, that wee ie 7 be ſucceſsful, a well- 
diſpoſed Nature, an Underſtanding and good Inſtrufter, and the Prece 


on and Virtue are neceſſary. All theſe concurr'd in the preſent Subjxe&. Som by a rare 
Priviledge are exempted from thoſe tyrannous Paſhons that wo mp iforder the 
Lives of Men ; and in their Childhood are of ſuch mild and gaulleſs Spirits, ſo re- 


ceptive of virtuous Impreffions, that at the fight of their Diſpoſitions and Carri- 
age we may have a conje&ure of the Felicity of the innocent State, of which one 
Ray, or rather Shadow, is ſo amiable. With ſach a happy Temper God was pleaſ- 
ed to endow our deceaſed Friend : his Spirit was humble, modeſt, gentle and cotn- 
plying with the Counſels of his gracious Father, who with tender Care led him in 
the way to Heaven. ' When he was grown up to the Age of Vanity, he was pre- 
ſerved from youthful Laſts: His Converſation was unſtained : He. was not ſwelld | 
with Pride, nor ruffled with Paſſion, nor diſorder'd with Exceſs. And as to a judicious 
Eye, no Speftacle.is more deformed than an old Man in whom the Vices of Youth 
are notorious, levity of Mind, vehemence of Paſſions, and vanity in Converſation : 
$.on the contrary, there is not a more amiable ſight, than a young Mati in whom 
the Virtues of Age are conſpicuous; a ſtaid Mind, temperateDefires, a compogs'd De- 
| Portment : and it were happy for the World if fooliſh old Men 'were as rare to be 
found, as wiſe young Men. es 
This Praiſe-worthy Perſon, when fit to enter into a particular Calling, was pla- 
ced in the Family of a Turky Merchant : there his Behaviour was ſo religious and 
ſrious, that it was ſaid of him by ſome that obſerved his Aions, that he would be 
a Merchant for Heaven. He after ſome time went to Smyrna, and prefery'd his In- 
tegrity and Purity in the midſt of Temptations : where many by vicious Exceſſes 
ifparage the Sanity of the Chriſtian Religion profeſs'd by them, he adorn'd it by 
the Sobriety of his Converſation. He return'd to Exgland after ſome Years ſpent be- 
{| yond Sea, and perſever'd in his Chriſtian Courſe, ſerious. and..ſo 1 Carri- 
E ape, and ready to do good to thoſe that wanted ſupplies from relieving Charity. 
| A few Years after his return, he fell into a dying Conſumption that quickly put a 
Period to his Days. In his languiſhing Diſeaſe he expreſt an humble quiet Submiſſi- 
on to the Divine Diſpoſal : he was filent from murmuring, but not from Prayer, 
which he perfortned with ſolemn Reverence to the Lord of Life and Death even in 


his Weakneſs. When the hour of his ut cat was come, he calmly render'd his 
l 


Soul to his faithful Creator. There 1s juſt cauſe of Sorrow that one in the Flower 

_ bf his Age, of ſuch hopes, ſhould ſo ſuddenly wither and return to Duſt: if one 
1 Oldin Years and Vices, a Cofrupter of others by his contagious Example die, the 
World is well rid of him : if 'a good Man comes to the Grave in a full Age, like 

« « ſhock of Corn comes in his ſeaſon, ey "aa of Thankſgiving, that he "as 
a) 
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to the World : But when a young Saint dies, that might accor- 
ding ton have long glorified God upon the Earth, and been a happy 
Inſtr f doing | we ſhould pay our tributary Tears, and have a due and 
tender fenſe of-the general Loſs. Yet thoſe who are moſt nearly concern'd, and 


mournfully affe&ed ſhould quiet their troubled Thoughts by conſidering the un- 


aoanef po ror nfort their ſad deje&ed Spirits, by conſidering, 
accountable Will of God, nay, comfort thelt a by dying arrives to Pe 


that he has lived long enough in the preſent World, who 
feion and Felicity. 
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P SAL. CXIX. Ver. 97. 
O bow love I thy Law It is my Meditation dll the Day. 
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Reader is defired to". take Notice, That the Two 
following Dok (which were never before Pub- 


) Va O dais, ind On the Fear of 
A Approved 
Life-time as Faithfull done for private Ute, 


"Author i in 
but never Deſigned them for the Prefs. 


e, 


We thought e the Judgement of ſome able 
Divines ; who Ning Peaſe them, do judge them to be 
Genuine and very Uleful, Yet the Reader cannot expe& 


them to be ſo Polite, as if they had the DoQors own Finiſhing 
__ Hand 
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| PS A L. CXIX. | Ver. 97: F 
O bow love I thy Law) It is my Meditation al the 


The INTRODUCTION. _ 


HE Book of Pſalms is Intituled by Celvis, 
' wherein all its inward workings are. made 
have the working of David's Aﬀe 
| ending repreſented to us. Here's 
love I thh Law | Here's the motion of his Un 
dey. . Conſtant Love produceth continual 
fix my Diſcourſe upon the latter part, conce 
ſuppoſe this may be one reaſon for w 


heert, becauſe of the Heavenly frame 
Devid was always aſcending 


«3+ 


wW 'to God, Len 
God to his Soul, and to expage his Soul to God. * 
ill with thee. meer 


In the Diſcuffing of which Duty of Meditation, I ſhall uſe this Method. 
| Explain the Nature and Kinds of it. PE uo 
II. Shew the Neteſfity of it. ©” GRUNT FLRNe On 

+ TIT. The Time wherein this Daty is to be pratticed. EN Ce We Sig 


IV. Thoſe admirable Tein which it brings to the Soul. © . we os, ” 
V. Lay down thoſe Rules whereby you may tnanagt it the wore thearfally s 
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. 0. > 
the Nature. or . itatio0n. is 


deſcribed, andthe Deſcription open'd. 
0 negleFing it, and the 'Advantage 
tation : which is either DireT or Reflexive. © © | 


Editation is 8 Duty ſo.Rare and bn 
of it is not amo! 
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be an imperfe&t account of it. 
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"Ta the General. "Mediation is the vehement motion of bs Underſtanding, for 
"1+ that is the leading faculty in this Duty. ' And that I may tl more fully explain it 
to you, I will conſider its Kinds : It 1s cigher Speculative, or Praftical. 

1. Speculative Meditation is this: When there is a ſerious Inquiry made after 
ſome ag Truth, when os, Soul yan to enrich it ſelf with the Treaſures of 

Viet S151 Rgional Men ; I mean thoſe whoſe Un- 
fed Nh narkbrd nary Fog | But if pur Medi- 
: | , ut like a' Winter Sun, which ſhines but doth 
not warm. This therefore I thatl not ſpeak of. 

2. Prafticel Meditation. The end wheteof is to brin the Soul to a ſerious deteſta- 

tion of Sin, to a Cloſing with, and Imbracin of the Will of God : This 1s that I 1n- 


tend to treat of, and it is like blowing of the oals to warm the Soul, This I ſhall 
Deſcribe to you in this tmanner, 'N | 


Meditation, is the feriow Exerciſe of the Under itending, whereby our Thoughts are 
fixd on the Obſervation of Spirituet things in order to Prattice. 


To opea the ſeveral parts of this Deſcription- 


Firſt then here's the AR, is the ſerious exerciſe of the Underi#anding, And in 
this reſpe&, Meditation is an inward ſecret Duty ; the Soul retires it ſelf into its 
Cloſet, and bids farewel to the World. It'isan Caviſible Duty to the Eye of men ; 
and therefore Carnal perſons do not Reliſh it ; Tr is an Exerciſe of the Underſtand- 

; it is that Duty whercin we do not converſe with drofly outward things. And 
this is another Reaſon that renders it ſo difficult to the men of the World. You 
only: obſerve this as a Rule, That very Le the more Spiritual it is, the more Carnal 

3, and t er hear the- Word than pray in their 

and what's the reaſon ? Becauſe Medi- 
becauſe *tis an exerciſe of the Under- 
icy a Chriſtian can perform; 


to God; for God ſpcyd 
utes. hat's the 4; 


© Secondly, , The Qui Fe fhis. 2, Foe the Thos brs ore ford. There i isa gr 
COT y 10.6 Rn hrs;of . Men. nin } va f doth Chain and pager 
Sirivaal Object The Soul then ſays a 


» that: the 

B has otherwiſe are very flecting and im Y a be fixed 'y pon- its 
7 is very account is very Advantageous : You know / a, Garden 
is watered by ſudden Showers, is more uncertain in its Fruit, than when tis 
freſhed by a conſtant Stream ; ſo when our thoughts are ſometimes $ upon ood 
Os, J then run off ; when they dot ut take a Glance. ( n 
jeds, and then run away the 


; 


a good man. 
ly, Conſides the Deg 
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thus deſcribed by God | himſelf. This Book of the Lew. 
but thou ſbalt Mubbrare therein day and night, that thos 


all that is written therein, The end of it is to obſerve f ICE . Soinjin Ys 
the Book of Job we have an Expreſſion applicable to this Purpoſe ; Lo this, we beve Job 5: 29- 
ſearched it ; ſo it is, hear it, and know thou it for thy good. Some know t 


they my or them, and ſome know things that thi may be known, 
cooled WF7 bot Spiritual Meditation draws fore the ſtrength of an Obje& for a 
own G | EY 


,' 7 0 


Now this Pradical Meditation, is cither Occeſional of Deliberate, © | | 


Firſt, Occeffone! Meditation, that is, when the Soul Spiritualizeth 
when the underſtanding is like a Linkuk that diltills ſomething 
ſees and views for the good of the Soul, Thijs is that Spiritua 
all Metals into Go/d. Our bleſſed Saviour was a moſt emi, 
he drew Spiritual matter from Natural Obje&s ; the Goſpel is 
this Account. | 

A Chriſtian ſhould labour to fee all a 
Stream ſhould lead him to the Fountain. - All Hu 
Ladder to raiſe up his Soul to God. . I ſhall ſpeak more of this occaſional Mets ion 
becauſe it is of great Uſe, and he that negledts 1 _ RE als to 


| 1. Reflets Diſhonour upon God. 
2. Is Injurious to his own Soul. 
3- Doth. neglect che Creature,” | 


{hook now of thoſe Meditations that may be raiſed by thoſe. variety of Obje 
before us. eo gt net Be ee dy 


1. He doth Refle& diſhonour upon God. The end of the 
God may have and receive a Tribute of Honour and Praiſe ;. 
infuſed a Reaſonable Soul into the Body of Man, that ſo 
Creature, Wy he hath fitted man for Medi 4 
Rational Beings. See Fob 38. 7. Where. the Lord ſpe 
Creation, when the Mervizg Stars ſeg. pee her. AsF 
So in the morning of the Creation the Angels fa; 

Man, becauſe he hath-given him a Re: 
Doors whereby "_ External C 
notice of them. Nay for this yer 
Creation, when he nf made a caſt he 
uced Man' to 
ut the oqocr? Whew Gs 
vens with' Stars, and the Earth with Flowers; then-he: 
him the _ ag all. 'The Ficft Sabbath was 
might Solemaly bleſs God for. the Creation of the 

2. He ht 4th vor Med, te:occalionally: injures bi 
uſe of the Creatures, and doth not learn] ' them, 
of that which he ſhould enjoy of them. The Creature: 
of the Infigite Majeſty has is above. Now: will any. 
Meat for Fqod ? So wilt thou content: thy felt \ 
the Creature; and not Aſcend up to God? He hath 
this Account, that they might be Inſtruments to rai 

. He Negle&s rhe Creature, | There 'is' 
Nature, but is of ſame.uſe to' raiſe up our 
Stone; from the Cedar, to 'the Violet; every C 
ſomething of God. This whole World is a School for man. All the 
this to us, That t. | 
tion, then we Negle 
ment, and Mex is to. make the 


on Thooghesto in the alt. [ will not Pals it 
\. This will d the Soul tor Admiration and Pr: 


» 


the Reaſon that mea do 


wonder at the 
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—_= 5 God i in Nature? but this, becauſe they do not Meditate u on _ Þ So that many 
Chap. 1. Perſons ſet God th a Painter or Carver, Praiſe and Admiration is the going 
WW" forth of the Ur erſtanding upon an Excellent Object. -Now when you ſhall read 
the Book of the Creation, you will have Reaſon to praiſe the Author of it. When 
you caſt your E es upward rd and conſider the' Sax, Oh meditate and take notice of 
— this, That Bright Sv is but a Shadow of God. It is God that hath ftretched forth 
K.- that Rich Cano over our heads. When you caſt your Eye down, and conſider 
= the vaſt body of the Earth, it hangs in the Air, which is ſo weak a thing that it can- 
_ not hold up a Feather, 1 it's founded upon the Power. of God, When you conſider 
the vaſt ion of Waters in the Sea, that ſuch a raging Element ſhould be 
bounded with the Sand, which is the weakeſt thing ; how ſhould this teach us like- 
"=® wiſe to Admire his Power ? He that will but converſe with the Creatures thus by 
b- - DEAD way of Meditation, will learn to admire the Unſearchable Wiſdom, the Unſpeak- 
= able: Goodneſs, and the 1 nfinite Power of God. 
4 os 2. As it will dif diſpoſe the Soul for Praiſe, ſo for Thankſgiving. Now this differs 
E | from Praiſe thus ; _ I Praiſe a thing, 1 ReſpeCt the worth of it ; When I am 
MH Thankful for a thiog, I Reſpett m Intereſt in it. Now when a man ſhall Conſider 
t World, p<} things here below were made for the Glory of God, and 
_ | he uſe: of Man, this will raiſe our Thankſgiving, to God, and Inflame our Love to 
0 | tim. What's the Reaſon that we are” more Grateful for ſmall Courteſies of Men, 
* | / than for the Rich Benefits of God? But becauſe we do not Meditate on them. 
b | 3. This Occafional Meditation upon the Creature without us, will be an excellent 
=. - Ground for our Faith and Dependance upon God, Our Lord Jeſus doth urge his 
E- 'Matth. 6. 26. Diſciples to believe upon this Account. Saith he, Do yos ner ſee the Lillies, they nei- 
—- ther [ow nor Join, get they are clothed with a richer garment than Solomon ! Do you not 
Lo | FF, $ arrows ? there's noteone of them falls to the ground without a Providence, 
— axd- you * @ of more worth than Many Sparrows. When a Chriftian ſhall confider 
thus ; God is the great Maſter of the Family of Heaven and Earth, he makes 
viſion for all his Creatures ; and if my God takes Care of theſ things that are 
Inferiour tome, much! more will he take care of me; for tis ChrilP's Argument, Te 
4 we of wore valne then m Sparrows. Nay, 
© ' 4. This occaſional Meditation, will be a means to .cure the moſt vicious part of 
E our Lives ; For what 1 is the-wickedeſt part of a mans Life ? it is his vain Thoughts. 
Asi in Narute Co is no Vacuity or Emptineſs, but a Veſſel is either filled with 
Liquor , Now the more Water you pour in, the more Air goes out. So 
- | if you Poorly your Souls with theſe Occaſional Meditations, it would thruſt 
Fer Ka vain and vile Thovphis. Oh cis a Rare Temper when a Chriſtian is alwa - 
upon the Wing. When he is like the Beams of the Sun, they touch the Earth, 
the Body of the Sun is fixed in Heaven. So *tis with a Chriſtian when he hacbeery 
with the World, but enjoyes God. 
ce. This Occaſional Meditation will enliven thy Obedience to God. When thou 
t thus with thy Fl, that thou art alwayes maintained by the Expences of 
ence,” this will 'Encourage-thee in his Service. A Maſter, looks for the 
feeds and maintains ;' ſd if you''conſider "you are alwayes ſuppor- 
hi of Free Grace, and. every Took thing piven, is the Fruit of God's 
unity; nay, that all the Creatures obſerve God by a perpetual Law, this will 
ewilt thy Obedicnce to him, 
The Sun 5:2 hy Runs his Courſe, without Errour or Alteration. All the Crea- 
ures here below will contradi& their own' proper Nature to be ſubſervieat to the 
wil of 'God,-Tuch Meditations as theſe will enliven your Obedience. Fo ſum up 
aſton { Meditation brings this Advantage to bh The World, which is the 
uſe X. " Mah, 'is made the Tem ng of God. And then are all the Creatures uſed 
ording to the deſign 1and'end of God, for which they were Created, when-all theſe 
$ © 1  Goodnehs hich thine from the Father of Lights, are RefieQted upon him 
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REY, _ ; There Is Deliberare Medtatn and that i is Two-fold: wt Is her Direct 


PI -Dintt: "When the : Underſtanding fixeth it {elf upon ſome Truth, and draws 

from. it thoſe Advantages which may be proper'to it ſelf. We read of Iſaac, that 

Gen. 24: (3s Fri went out into the Fidld 10 meditate. © The Word in its primitive {i Ignification hath 
this that he went forth to Confer with truth ; When there is a mutual wo 
reciproca 


wr vt * ae ns. \ 


A. Diſcouſe of Divine Mediation, vhs 


—— 


i... Md i 
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» 


reciprocal Diſcourſe berween Truth and. the Soul, when: the Sonl medirates_ upon SA 
Chap. 1. . 
ſpeaks. to. the;Soul, there's a mutual Conference. Therefore it is. aid, the Law fball prox. 5 15 


the Law of God, takes the Command of God,.and ſpeaks;to-it, and the Command 


_ with thee, it ſhall give thee. diretion how to manage the Courſe of thy 
1IC, | b ga : EE SCTIE SI Yg Agee p%ro FERIES ” Sat Lo Lok 

' 2. Reflexive Meditation; and that is, when there is a Sblemn diſtourſe. between 
the Soul of man, and himſelf; when there's a Colloquy or Solilaquy, an inward Con- 
ference between a man and his own heart, and he inquires how the ſtate and caſe 


f 


ſtands in reference to himſelf Fbether or no reconciled 'to God ? and puts Pradtical 
Queſtions concerning his Everla ting State. | ae | | 
G:H Pub ih os 0 imp, Wi oy 
Of the Neceſſity of Meditation. Deliberate Meditation Commanded. Hin- 


derances of it, Diſability, Multitude of Buſineſs, Lazineſs and Senſual 
Pleaſures ; reflefed 6 I% Duty Pſp - We bs a pf 


Come now to the Second Head, The Neceſſity of this De/iberate Meditation, | It» | 
is not of Arbitrary Concernment, but it's neceflary, God Commands it; faith 
He to Joſbus, Thou ſhalt meditate in the Law day and night, that thou mayſt ob= Joſh, 1. 8; 


I 


ſerve to do, according to all that 1s written therein. Joſbas was a Prince of. 


had Numerous Imployments, and yet notwithſtanding ſuch multiplicity of Bufinefs, 
faith God to him, Thou ſbalt meditate. And Hag. 1. 5. Thus ſaith the Lord of. hoſts, 
Confoder your ways. *Tis a DIS which falls under an Abſolute Command, and this: 
Command of God cuts off all the vain ploy of Carnal Men, and all thoſe hinderances 


which take them off from this Duty. There are Four I ſhall name, all cut off by 
this Command of God. I aty : ; 


-_ 


=y 


Firſt, Some pretend their Unfitnels for this -Duty, they-want both Temper and 
Matter ; they cannot confine their thoughts to an Obje&, and there's ſuch a Bar-; 
renneſs in their Souls, they have: not Spiritual ObjeRts to diſcourſe upon. For An-. | 
ſwer, Conſider, IR | SES + re 

1. That Man's diſability doth not give him an Exemption from Duty, If: you. 
have loſt your power, yet God hath not loft his Right. He Commands you to do. 
it, and will this be a ſufficient plea at the laſt Day to ſay, you cannot. do it? W 

2. This Unfitneſs of thine proceeds from a- Corruptedneſs of Spirit. Thy Heart. 
is Carnal and Senſual, and therefore thou canſt not Meditate on Spiritual things. 
If there. were but Love in thy Soul, that would Nail thy Heart to Holy Objetts 
Oh how Love I thy Law ! it is my Meditation all the day (faith Devid in the Text.) 
Doft thou think one Sin ſhall excuſe another ? You cannot Meditate, what's the rea- 
ſon ? becauſe you have Carnal Hearts. Nay, | | P | 


$ * 


' 3. This Argues thou haſt been Guilty of the negle& of this Duty ; thou art unkit 
becauſe thou haſt negle&ed it. We may fee in Nature, thoſe BeaſtFthat are very 
Fierce, yet are tamed by Cuſtom, and manageable by uſe. A little Child will lead 
a Beaſt when he hath been uſed to it ; fo thy thoughts which are very Fleeting and 
Unruly, yet if thou didſt uſe to call them to an Account, if thou didſt Iſſue out a 


Command, and waſt Reſolved to ſerve God in this Duty, this would bring thy 
Thoughts to a Conſiſtency. 


Secondly, (And this is the Common Objeftion againſt this and all other Duties) 
Maltitude of Buſineſs. There are many who will tell you, that they: are ſo Har- 
raſsed by the Imployments of this World, that they cannot ſpead time in this Duty 
Solemnly, and Seriouſly. But to Anſwer. 

1. Conſider, That the Duties of Religion, are not ſlight matters, to be performed 
in an Idle Hour, Shall thoſe things which are the ſpecial Ats of thy Life, give way 
to thy Worldly occaſions? Suppoſe you ſhould hear a Husbandman ſay thus, I have 
ſo much buſineſs that T can neither Plow nor Sow, would you not look upon that: 
man as Mad? and doth it not Argue a greater madneſs, for a man to ſay thus; I 
have ſo many Imployments that I cannot mind, or meditate upon thoſe things (120 

relate 
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SA relate to Fternity ?. I told you before, that'a Prince cannot plead diſimifſion from this 


Chap. 'Ts 
Www TY  WwY 


Mat. 11. I * 


Pſ. I. I, 2. 


Duty, although his Imployments are:very Numerous. Nay 

2. A Multitude of Buſineſs is ſo far from diſmiffing thee from this Duty, that it 
ſhould rather excite thee to:it. For Argue thus, If my Aﬀairs be many and various, 
T have more need to Meditate upon the Law of God, that fo I may behave my ſelf 
therein with/a clear and\chearful Conſcience ; and therefore pretend not this, for this 
will never avail thee at the laſt Day. 2 


- Thirdly, -Much lefs- can Spiritual Laziheſs, give us an Exemption from this Du. 
ty ; and this (in truth) is the great Cauſe why men-do not perform it. Vain'men 
lye upon the Bed of Security, as if Grace would drop out of the Clouds; as it 
Glory were the fruit of a few Verbal Prayers; this is the Temper of Worldly Men, 
but this will never Excuſe you from this Duty. If you do but conſider that Hea- 
'ven it ſelf is the reward of the Viftorious, the violent take it by force. If the Duty 
require Sweat and Pains, Remember that there is a Crown which is promiſed as the 
Reward of it. Bleſſed is the man who meditates in the Law of the Lord; there is a 
bleſſed Eternity thar ſhall be his Portion ; and conſider this, how many of the World 
fpend rhe Flower of their Time, the Vigour of their AﬀeQions, the Syrength of their 
Bodies, and all in the ſervice of Sin; they toil like Horſes in the ſervice of Sin ; and 
ſhall they ſpend more of their ſtrength and time in that work which is the worſt 
3-27 and when their wages 1s Eternal Death, than you will do in the Work 


- Fourthly, Senſual Pleaſure # another hinderance of this Duty ; the Pleaſures of 
the World difcompoſe our Souls, and unfit our Bodies for the duties of Meditation. 
A Voluptuous Man 1s like Water, which is a fluid Element, and frequent in motion ; 
Who can ſet a Seal upon Water? Now when thy Soul is drenched in Pleaſures, it*s 
made fluid, and alwayes moving and running, from one thing to another, and this 
unfits thee. Oh remember this, the. ſweetneſs of Religion is incomparably more 
than all the pleaſures of Senſe. If a Chriſtian would but experience this Duty of 
Meditation, and obferve what a rich Income both of Grace and Joy it produceth to 
his Soul, I ſhould need no Argument to preſs u upon him. - 

' You have heard the Nature of Meditation, that it is a Duty. obliging all of us ; 
Oh that I could perſwade you.to a ſerious and conſcionable Exerciſe of it : Oh that 
every day you would Conſecrate ſome time to Meditate on the Word. It's an Ex-- 
preflion of Bellarmine before his Book, T he Aſcent of the Mind to God ; writing to a 
Great Man, he tells him, The pretence of outward Imployments and the like, cannot ex- 
cuſe him from this Duty ; for no man can ſa thus, 1 have ſo mach baſineſi that I cannot 
Eat or Sheep ;| much more let thy Soul (which is the better part) have ſome noariſhment 
dvery Day. Be frequent in Occeffonal Meditation, and raiſe up thy Soul to God by 
it, and Remember the Scripture is a Comment upon the Book of the Creature. 
And ſet afiart ſome 'time'for Solemn Mediterion. What's the Reafon the Ordinances 


 dre'f6 infucce{sful ? but-becauſe men do not Meditate. Why do we make ſuch flow 


Ws ag in the wayes of Chriſtianity, and our Souls drive like Phareohs Chariots 
without Wheels ? but becauſe we do- not Meditate. Why arc we ſo frequently 
vanquiſhed by Sin? but for want of Meditation. | 


The great Reaſon why ſome draw back, and others make no ſwifter Progreſs, is 


rhis, becauſe they are not Seriouſly and Conſtantly and Conſcionably every day 
doing ſomething in this Duty. 
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Of the Time for Medwation, The Frequency of it ; urged by Two Motives. 
The Continuance of it. Mozning, Evening, Night, and the Sabbath- 
Day, the mo$} Proper Seaſons for it. CE. =: 


[IT "HE time for this Duty ; and there are thre things I ſhall open to:you in 
m1" reference to thar. | | 101659 16ht5 * 
1. The Frequency of it. 
- 2, The Continuance. | 5 2654] 
3. The Seaſons when we may moſt for the advantage of our Sonls draw 
forth our Meditations. 54 PAlL Ga SW ich 


Firſt, For the Frequency. 
In the General you muſt know, the Scripture doth not Poſitively Determine any, 
ſet times wherein we are Obliged to Meditate. OH 147) 

Spiritual Prudence and holy Aﬀe&tions ſhould give Rules to: us for the frequency 
of Meditation, The Scripture ſpeaks in general Terms, David tells us of a Godly Man, Pal. r. 2. 
that he Meditates in the Law Day and Night. And as for his own PraQtice, although wb 

he had the Buſineſs of a Kingdom, and the Pleaſure of the. Court to divert him, yer 
ſaith he, it is my Meditation «/! tbe Day, which implies the.:Conftant difpoſition of 
his Soul to this Duty, and likewiſe that Ordinarily he was wont to ſet apart ſome 
Portion of every Day for the Performance of it. There are two things which 
ſhould perſwade you to frequency 1n it. : Bf ae” by 

x. By Frequency, you will make your thoughts more pliable for the Diſcharge of 
this Duty. Your Souls will be more accompliſhed and fitted for the Exerciſe of'it. 
You know that Cuftomary Running makes a perſon long Breath'd. So when we often 

uſe our ſelves to this Duty, our thoughts will be more Conliftent, and we ſhall be 
more Improved and Ripened for the Exerciſe of it. Whereas he that long negleQts it, 
will find that Meditation firſt is unpleaſant, then ynneceſlary, ar laſt Burthen ome and 
Odious ; and this proceeds from diſuſe. | 

2. Long Interruptions of it will hinder the fruit of it. When there are large Gaps and 
Strides between our performance of this Duty, we loſe the benefit of our former Me- 
ditations. As it is w.th our Bodies, if a Man makes a Free, and Liberal Meale, this 
will not maintain his Body to Morrow, and a Day after, but he muſt have confſtanc 
Food, elſe Nature languiſhes and decayes; {o' you Meditate to Day, but if you ſhould 
NegleCt it for many days after, you will loſe the Benefit of it, and the Soul decayes 
and Languiſhes. If the Bird leaves her Neſt for a long ſpace, the Eggs Chill and 
are not fit for produftion ; but when there's a Conſtant Incubation, then they brin 
forth : So when we leave Religious Dutyes for a long ſpace, our Aﬀe&tions Chill, a 
grow cold ; and are not fit to produce Holineſs, and Comfort to our Souls ; But whea 
we are conſtant inthis work, then ſhall we find the Advantage of ir ; Fg. 

Secondly, for the Continuance of this Duty, How long muſt we contique in it ? 

I Anſwer, So long ordinarily till thou doſt find ſome ſenſible Benefit Conveyed to 
thy Soul. 'The Nature of Man doth much. diſreliſh .this Duty, and we are apt to be 
ſoon weary of it ; our thoughts are like a Bird in the Cage, which flutters the' more 
becauſe of its Confinement ; ſo our thoughts are apt to run ſtrayingly out, when we - 
Confine them to ſuch a Duty as this is ; but he that begins and doth not proceed, loſes 
the Benefit of the Duty. Asitis in the kindling of a Firein wet Wood, you know 
Continuance is that which muſt cauſe the Flame. When you blow at firſt, there's a 
little ſmoak ariſes, by holding on you raiſe Sparks, .but he that goes forward at laſt 
brings it to a flame, So tis in the Duty of Meditation ; When you begin to meditate 
upon Spiritual things, at firſt you raiſe a ſmoak a few Sighs towards God ; by conti- 
nuance you raiſe ſome Sparks of Heavenly Deſires ; but at laſt there's a Flame of Hol 
AﬀeCtions that goes up towards God. Now you ſhould not ordinarily leave the wor 
till the Flame doth ſo aſcend. When a Man yu forth in a Calm and Serene Evening, 
and views the Pace of the Heavens, he ſhall firſt ſee a Star or two Twinkle and Peep 
forth ; but if he continues, both their Number and Luſtre is Increaſed, and at laſt he 
ſces the whole Heaven is beſpangled with Stars in every part ;\So when thou doft 
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ALL Meditate upon the promiſes of the Goſpel ; At firſt it may be one Star begins to ap- 
Chap.3. pear, a little Light conveys it ſelf to thy heart ; but go forwards and then thou wilt 

WY” find when thy thoughts are Amplyficd and Ripened, there will be a clear Light, more 
fatisfaQtion conveyed to thy Soul z and in Continuance the Covenant of Grace, will 
appear Beſpangled with Promiſes.as Heaven with Stars,and all togive thee SatisfaQtion. 
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* Thirdly, For the Seaſons of Meditation. 


To that I anſwer, there is no time in it {elf but is alike pleafing to God, and there are 
no hours that are Amiſs to a Gracious Spirit. Yet nevertheleſs there are ſome parti 
cular Seaſons, wherein our AﬀeCtions are more Smart and Vigorous, wherein our 
thoughts are more lively, and more diſpoſed for this Duty of Contemplation. Now 
we ſhould chuſe theſe Seaſons. I will inſtance in ſome Seatons which the Scripture 
ſpeaks of. 


Firſt, The Morning after the Body hath been compoſed by the ſweetneſs of Reſt,then 
isa fit time for Meditation, and there's a double reaſon for it, 


1. Becauſe we ſhould Conſecrate the firſt Fruits to God. We ſhould pitch our Vir- 
in thoughts upon him, and upon Spiritual things, before they are opened to the Im- 
racements of Inferiour Objets, When you awake inthe Morning you have many 
Suitors that attend your thoughts. Now have a care that it be not with you as it was 
mm the 1-7 of Berhlchem ; Strangers took up the Rooms in the In»,and Chriſt was exclu- 
ded, and put toa Manger. Soin the Morning, vain Worldly thoughts take up the 
Room of your Souls, but God and Chriſt are excluded. We {ſhould honour the Lord 
with the firſt of our Subſtance, and with the firſt of our thoughts and AﬀeCtions. 

2, In the Morning Meditate upon this Account, becauſe the. Influence of 
the Duty will be viſible in your Lives in the Succeeding parts of the Day, That where- 
with a Veſſel is firſt Seaſoned conveys a laſting Savour and TinCture to it. So Holy 
Meditation, leaves an abiding TinC&ure upon our Hearts all the Day, Tis an ex- 
cellent expreſſion of Solomon (ſpeaking of the Law of God) When thos awakeit it (ball 
talk with thee. What's the meaning ! As Servantscome to their Maſters in the Morn- 
ing, and receive Rules from them, how they ſhall dirett their Buſineſs in the Day : 
So a Gracious Heart takes DireQtions from the Law of God, in the Morning how he 
Gen: 24: 65 ſhould Manage himſelf all the following parts of the Day. 


Prov. 6. 22, 


Secondly, Another Sesſo» for Meditation, 5s the Evening. For this we have the ex- 
ample of Iſaac Recorded in Scripture, that he went out to Meditate at the Eventide. 
- Thirdly, Inthe Night Seaſon, when our Bodies are Repoſed in the Bed, then our 
Souls ſhould be Repoſed in the Boſom of God by ſweet Meditation. We have the Com- 

Plal.4 4 mand of the Lord for this, Commune with your own Hearts upon your Beds and be Still. 
And there is a Double Argument which may move you to this Night-Meditation. 
- 1, Becauſe then our Souls are ſ{equeſter*d from the Buſineſs of the World ; they are 
Retired from all the Noiſe and Tumult of things here below, they are not diſtracted 
with the Incurſions of ſenſible ObjeQts; and at ſuch a time as that is, we are beft fitted 
for Meditation, Secrecy, ſilence and Reſt, Diſpoſe the Soul for meditation ; and all 
theſe we enjoy in the Night Seaſon ; then we are excluded from Company, Motion, 
and Buſineſs. | 

2. Becauſe when the Curtain of Darkneſs is drawn over the World, our Hearts are 
apt to be filled with a Religious Fear of God, our Souls are more Compoſed in the 
Night, and we have more Awful apprehenſions of God. And therefore obſerve the 
Connexion, ſtand in Awe and fin not, Commane with your own Hearts upon your Beds. 
The Bed is an Image and a Repreſentation of the Grave,and at ſuch a time as that is a Man 

Plat. 16. 9, May be more ſerious and Compoſed in this Work. David ſays, My Reins alſo inftruit 
me in the Nigbt Seaſon, the meaning is David's inward Thoughts did then Read a 
Le&ure of Divinity to him. 

4. The Sabbath-Day, is a Seaſon for Meditation. This ſhould be the Femjer of every 
Chriſtian to be in the Spirit on the Lords Day. On that Day when our 
Saviour did ariſe from the Earth, our Souls ſhoul Aſcend to Heaven. 

Conſider with your ſelves, the Lorcs Day is a Type of Heaven, and Contemplation 
is the Work of Heaven. The Reſt of the Sabbath is but an Abridgment of that long 
Eternity which the Saints ſhall enjoy with God ; and the Imployment of Heaven is 
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when every Duty receives' a Special Blefling, and therefore the 
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Of the Advantages of Meditation. It improves the Faculties | of: the.,Soul, 
by opening the Under$anding, and raiſing the AﬀeFions. Makes Prayer, 
the Word, and Sacraments effeFual. Improves the Graces of Faith, Hope 
and Love. It brings Comfort. Encreaſes Holineſs. © ne 


Conſideration of them might draw forth the moſt 'Sluggiſh Spiritto'the Per- 
formance of this Duty. Iconfeſs the Duty is difficult, but conſider the Plea- 
ſantneſs a it, Oat of the Strong comes Sweetneſs. The Advantages of it I ſhallrank under 
Five Heads. , Fedd Des 1003 36 HY IOL Dri 


E 2 HE Advantages of Meditation, are ſo many and ſo Rich, that methinks the 


Firſt Conſider what an Improvement the Faculties of your Souls will receive by 
Meditation. = OTC DB IIS e OF 

1. I will begin with the Underſtanding Faculty. . Writs $14 

Meditation Is the Nurſe of Wiſdom, it is the moſt excellent Inſtrument toCon- 
vey knowledge to the Soul. There are two DeteQts in every Mans Underſtanding, 
there is Darkneſs,and there isa Fluidneſs in his Underſtanding,that he cannot fix himſelf 
upon an Obje&, Et Ew IIS EY THONG 

Meditation Cures both theſe. For the Darkneſs of his Underftanding, Medication 
takes the Vaile off from the Face of Truth. The Glory and Beauty of Truth, 'doth not 
conſiſt in an Expreſſion, but we ough ro Penetrate intothe Nature of it by Meditation. 
We have an expreſſion of Solomon, | | 
us to Search for her as for hidden Treaſure ; obſerve the expreſſion, You know: Jewels, 
do not lie upon the Surface, of the Ground, but they are hid in the Receptaclesiof the 
Earth, you muſt Dig for them before you can enjoy them. Truth is in Profando-and 
our Underſtandingsare Dark. Now you mult ſearch for the Truth of God as for hid 
Treaſures. He that Rides Poſt through a Country is never able: to -make'a full de- 
ſcription of it ; and he that takes but a Tragſitory view of the Truths of the Goſpel, 
will never cometo the full Knowledge of them. ? [is Meditation makes them/appear 
to our Eye in their Beauty and Luſtre, I have read a Similitude of Peter Martyr that 
converted one. Suppoſe you ſhould ſee a Company of Men Dancing at- a great dil- 
tance, you would look upon the men as full of Madneſs and Frenzy ; but if you draw 


peaking of Knowledge and Underſtanding, he bids Pov. 4. 2. 


near, then you will find their motions Regular and full of Art : So many myſtery's of 


the Goſpel if you look upon them at a diſtance, they are above Reaſon, they ſeem to 
oppoſe Sence, you cannot ſeethe Truth of them ; but bring them to a near diſtance 
within the view of thy Soul by Meditation, and then you will ſee their Excellency 
and Glory. | | z HEE a” 
Medication is that that doth take away the Darkneſs of the Underſtanding; and then 
for the fluidneſs of the Underſtanding, becauſe *tis apt to ſpring from one thing ro 
another, Meditation in its very Nature is the fixing of it. Take one Inſtance, but 
its above all, *tis ſuch an Inſtance, as ſhould: Command the moſt knowing Perſons in 
the World to follow, x Per. 1. 106, There you ſhall find theſe words, of which Sb 
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vation the Prophets. have Inquires, and Searched diligently, who. prophecyed of the Gras? 


* that ſhould came unto 10u,.and verſe 12 ſpeaking of the Myſteries of the Goſpel, 'The 


Angels: deſire to look znto them. | El RE vs 
Now obſerve, If.the ;Prophets., who had the,\ immediate Aſſiſtance of . the Holy 
Ghoſt, did make a f{erious inquiry, and narrow ſearch into their own Prophecies, that 
they might come ;to. koow the' meaning of them ; ſhould not this encourage us to 
make inquiry into the Truth .of - God by Meditation? Nay . the Angels of - Geek 
_y Bow themſelves and pry into the Myſteries of the Goſpel by. a Serious Contem- 
| ton. T 4 HUE 59. 5 pe 441: oy 8 HS £9 
: .2.;Conſider, as Meditation doth open the. Underſtanding, and preſents . Fruth 
to.the Brain, ſo itraiſeth/the AﬀeRtions. Knowledge without MCeatON tO AED 
JITTIC 


_ the AﬀeQions, s like tba Glancing of a Beam upon a Wave, it fills it witha 
(0) 


Clarity, but it doth not heat it ; ſo when there are many Notions of 'Truth in the 
Brain, if Meditation doth not apply them to the Heart, and fix them upon the Soul, 
the AﬀeCtions have no warmth by them. Slight Viſions make ſhallow Impreſſions. 
He that with a running Eye Tooks upon a Piece of Broydery, dothnotſec the Curiouſ- 
neſs ofthe Work, and therefore doth not admire it. So when we witha running Eye 
look upon the Truths of the Goſpel, no wonder our AfﬀeCtions are not raiſed to- 
wards them. David ſpeaking concerning his Meditation, While I was Muſing 
the Fire Burned, My Heart was hot within me, "Tis muſing makes the Fire 
to Burn, Thus Meditation enlightens the Underſtanding, and | Inflames the At- 
fettions. YRS Oe | 19, 
Secondly, It is the Great Inſtrument whereby the Ordinances of the Goſpel become 
effeQtual to us. I ſhall inſtance in Three of them. 5 


I; Projer. _ 2. Hearing. 3... Receiving the Lords-Sapper. And you ſhall ſee 
what an eminent. Advantage Meditation conveys to all theſe. 


1. For- Prajer. Meditation before Prayer, is like the Tuning of an Inftrument 
and ſetting of it for the Harmony. Meditation before Prayer doth mature our Concepti- 
ons, and Exerciſes our defjres. Whats the Reaſon that in Prayer there is ſuch a flight 
Diſcurrency in our "Thoughts, that. our Thoughts are like duſt in the wind carried 
to and fro; but only for want of Meditation ? What*s the reaſon that our deſires like 
an Arrow ſhot by a Weak Bow do not reach the Mark ? but only this, we do not 
meditate before Prayer ; 'He that would but Conſider before he comes to Pray to the 
pure Majeſty of God, the thing that he is to Pray for, pardon of Sin, and the Life 
of Glory, how would this cauſe his his be toalcend like Incenſe towards God ? The 
great Reaſon why our Prayers are ineifeQtua], is becauſe we do not Meditate before 
them. Devid exprefſeth Prayer, by Meditation ; Give ear tomy words, O Lord, Co: 
fider my Meajtation. _. 

2. For' Hearing the word, the benefit of that exceedingly depends upon 
Meditation; Before we hear the word Meditation is like the Plough which opens the 
Ground to receive the Seed, and after we have heard the Word it is like the Harrow 
which Covers the New ſown Seed in the Earth, that the Fowls of the Air may not 
Pick itup : Meditation is that which makes the word full of Life and Energy to our 
Souls. What*s the reaſon that the moſt of Men come to hear the Word as the Beaſts 
did into Noahs Ark, they came in unclean and they went out unclean ? The reaſon is 
becauſe they do not Meditate on the Truths they hear ; it is but juſt like putting Mony 


_  1ntoa Bag with Holes, preſently it falls out : So the Truths they hear Preached are 


put into ſhallow Negle&tive Memories, and they do not draw. them forth by Medita- 
tion, therefore hearing the Word is ſo little effeQtual ; *ris ſaid Mary Pondered theſe rhings 
in her Fleart. When Men are lick of the Lientery, Diſeaſe, (in which they do caſt 
forth their meat as they receive it in) the Body cannot. be nouriſhed, there cannot be 
thoſe degrees of ſtrength that others receive ; but when our meat is digeſted, then ir 
conveys Blood, Spirits and Strength to all the parts of the Body : hearing the Word 
is like Ingeſtion, and when we Meditate upon the word that's digeſtion ; and this 
digeſtion of the Word by Meditation produceth Warm AﬀeRQtions, Zealous Reſolu- 
tions, and Holy ACtions; and th:refore if you deſire to profit by Hearing of the 
Word, Meditate. 

3. For the Receiving the Sacrament, there you ſhall find that Meditation is neceſ- 


manded is Examination; now Examination is managed by this Duty of Me 


. fary before we receive, and in receiving. Before we receive the, great De Com- 
it 
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A Diſcourſe of Divine Meditation, 
He that Meditates aright concerning Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Author, the Objet a 
the end of the Sacrament, he that conſiders with: hinelf, what Rich Teſtimionie 
there arc of Grace to the Worthy Receiver, and what ſure marks of Vengeanceto 
the Unworthy Receiver, how will this diſpg& his Soul for coming to this Ordinance 2 
He that Meditates of his Infinite Miſery) out of Chriſt, and of his Felicity in Chriſt, 
How will this ſharpen his deſires to come to the Lord Jeſus ? So in Receiving, we 
ſhould then Meditate upon the Jufferings of : Chriſt. ; .For the Sacrament is the Aoriiig- 
ment of Chris Agony ; and ypan the AﬀeCtions of Chriſt, for the - Sacrament is the 
Copy of His Love. And he that Receives the Sgerament with ' ſuch Meditations, will 
had his Graces to be better and Rronger, than the Graces of others who negle& this 
Duty. The Sacrameat is Food, and fo you muſt Receive it. with an Appetite, with 
ſtrong deſires, andit muſt be ConcoQted by Meditation. | | 


Thirdly, The Third Advantage, the Graces of the Soul Receive likewiſe an In- 
creaſe, and an Advantage by Meditation. Graces and. Meditation are reciprocal cay- 
ſes of each other ; as Food maintains our Life, and our Life diſpences: our Food, ſo 
here Meditation maintains Grace, and Grace exerciſeth Meditation. There are Three 
Coo agg I will inſtance in, 'which all receive ſupport, and ſtrength from this 
uty. ge > | _— 
1. The Grace of Faith, Our thoughts are the purveyors of our Faith z when Faith 
declines andlanguiſhes, when our..thoughts ate ready to Terminatein Deſpair, thea 
Acditation brings a Cordial to our Faith, 'and raifeth and recovers it. Meditation 
upon the Grace of God, and upon his Power, is the moſt eminent ſupporter of Faith 
in all our Temptations. | F nr. W, 
Meditation upon the Grace of God. When a bleeding Soul conſiders thus, God 
hath promiſed Mercy, not to thoſe who deſerve it, but to thoſe who waat it ; the 
Promiſes are not - built upon Goodneſs within me, but upon Grace without 
me : This raiſeth Faith, and "je x ox Life and Spirit into it. So for the Power of 
God, when weare in the midſt of External Wants and many Dangers and Hazards. 
When the Soul ſhall meditate thus ; that God by one Fae, by one Word, gave being 
to the World, that his Power is infinite, How doth this Uxderprop our Faith? We 
have examples of this recorded of Abraham, ?Tis faid that Abraham accounted that God" 11: 19: 
was able to raiſe bin ap even from the Dead, How did Abrahams Faith become Victo- 
rious? God commanded 'Abraham to offer his Son Iſazc. Now the Promiſe was 
this, I» Iſaac ſball thy Seed be called. Now how did he preſerve his Faith ? Conſidering 
or Mcditating, that God was able to raiſe him up even from the Dead, Abraham Con- 
ſidered thus much, there is ſuch a Power in God, that rather than the Promiſe ſhould 
be made void, the ReſurreQion of I/ace ſhall be more Miraculous than his Birth, God 
' 1Sable to raiſe my Son from the Aſhes of a Conſiumed Sacrifice ; and therefore Abre- 
ham ofters up his Son willingly, as to his diſpoſition .and frame. So Meditation of 
the Truth of God, that he is the Father of Lights, in whom there is no ſhadow of 
Change, the Holy one of 7/rae! that cannot lie, that his Life and Honour are engaged 
for the performance of all his Promiſes ; this Supports and Underprops all our declining 
Faith, and makes.it Victorious. | | | x | 
2. Hope, which is another Grace inthe Soul that Thrives, and Flouriſhes by the 
help of Meditation. Faith is confirmed, and Hope is enlarged by it. The Chriftian 
who Mcditates upon theſe Incomparable (but inviſible) things that belong to another 
World : Oh this will enlarge his Hope and make it the more Generous andthe more. 
Active. Ifa Chriſtian would but by Meditation conſider all thoſe inamouring\Notions 
of Heaven, and Bleſſedneſs which the Scripture lays down : If he would conſider it as 
his Portion, as a Treaſure, as a Grows of Glory, How would this inlarge his Hope ? 
Experience tells us, that Men of low thoughts have Barren Hopes; the weakanels of 
our Hope, and the lowneſs of it proceeds from the neglect of Meditation. 
3. The Grace of Love that is begun and refined by Meditation in the Soul of every 
true Believer ; there's a Love of deſire towards God, and a Love of complacency in 
Him. Now #fcditation doth fire both theſe ; there's a Love of Deſire in him towards 
God, there's an affeQionate Longing after him : A Thirſty Love in the Soul, that 
Longs for an Intereſt in Chriſt. Now what doth it proceed from ?. but from: this, 
from a Conſideration of our infinite want of Chriſt, from a ſerious Meditation of thoſe 
Treaſures of Grace that are in the Lord Jeſus. And then for the Love of Complacency, 
that flows from this. As the Love of deſire flows from the Meditation of Chrilts Bene- 
fits : So the Love of Complacency ariſes from the Meditation of his Excellencies allo, 
The Perſon of Chrift is Inveſted with . the moſt Arrraitive Glory, he 1s my URIge of 
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his Father : Now *tis Meditation that opens to us theſe excellencies of Chriſt, and 


* the Glorious Bleſſings we receive from him, and fo raiſeth- Love of delight in him. 


'Tis Meditation that blows our Love into a Purer flame, and raiſes it to a higher de- 
ree; therefore as you deſire to have y@hr Love Refined and raiſed towards God, 
editate. os 


Fourthly, Meditation, as it advanceth the Graces ofthe Soul, ſo the Comforts of the 
Soul. God conveyes comfort to us in a Rational way, and although he 1s able to 
Rain Mannab- in the Wildernefs, and to:caft in Comforts to our Souls, without any 
labour of ours, yet uſually he diſpenceth Comforts ' according to this ſtanding Rule : 
He that doth not work, ſhall not eat, he that doth not labour in the Duties of Reli- 
gion, ſhall not find the ſweetneſs of Religion. Now Meditation is the ſerious and 
aQive performance of the Soul, to which: God hath promiſed Comfort. I will open 
this by this Conſideration. The promiſes of the Goſpel do not convey Com- 
fort to us, as they are recorded in the Word meerly but as they are applyed by Medi- 
tation : I will iluftrate it by this Similicude, The Grapes while they Hang upon the 
Vine, do not produce that Wine which chears the Heart of man; but when they are 


ſqueezed in the Wine-preſs then they yield forth their Liquor, which is of ſuch a Chear- 


ing Nature: So the promiſes while they are in the word barely, do not ſend forth 
that — uyce,' which Chears our Hearts; but when we Ponder them 1n our 
Souls, and Preſs them by Meditation, then the Promiſes convey the Water of Life 


toys. There's an expreſſion of David, which Suits with this, P/al. 63. compare the 


5th and 6th verſes, When -1 remember thee upon my Bed, and Meditate on thee in the 
Night watches, My Soal ſball' be Satisfyed as with Marrow and Patneſs ; oblerve the 
Connexion, Meditation turns the Promiſes into Marrow, it conveys the ftirength of 
them to our Souls. One Morſel of Meat Chewed and Digeſted, difpences more 
Nouriſhment than a greater quantity that is ſwallowed down whole ; ſo one promiſe 
that is ruminated upon,and digeſted by Meditation,conveyes more Comfort than a bun- 
dle of promiſes inthe Head, x are not Meditated upon, which we do not conſider. 
Nay, conſider this, the Comfort which Meditation'brings, is the moſt Spiritual refined 
Joy that we arecapable of, The Pleaſures of the World may excite laughter, bat 


_ they cannot ous Solid Joy ; but Meditation produceth Sol:d Jo inthe Heart; 


the things of the World may gratifie the Beaſtial part of our Bodies, þut it is Spiritual 
Meditation that rejoyceth the Angelical part of our Souls within us. Indeed Medita- 
tion 15 that which makes a Manto be a Citizen of the New Jer»/a/em ; he can take a 
Walk inthe Paradice of God every Day, and Pluck fruits off the Tree of -Life, and 
draw Water from the Wells of Salvation. He that performs Conſcionably the Duty 
of Meditation, doth maintain ſuch a Correſpondence with God as the Angels do : 
ſuch a one he doth enter upon his poſſeſſion of Heaven by degrees and ſteps. There- 
fore if you deſire the Comforts that are Spiritual and Heavenly, perform this 
Duty. | 

Fifchly, It is eminently uſeful to produce the Power of Holineſs in our Converſati- 


''ons. There are two parts of Holineſs in our Lives, the One is the diſcharge of Reli- 


gious Duties, the other is the repelling of Temptations ; now Meditation enables us 
to both theſe. | : 

x. It enables us to the diſcharge of Religious Dutyes, becauſe it conveyes 
to the Soul the Lively Senſe and feeling of Gods Goodneſs ; ſo the Soul is encouraged 
to Duty. David hath an expreſſion, Thy Loving kindneſs is before mine Eyes, and I 
beve walked in thy Traty, Meditation 1s that which makes Religious Duties to be 
Refreſhments to us ; we look upon them as our Ornament, and not as Fetters, be- 
cauſe Meditation makes them ſweet to us. You ſhall find in Scripture there is a Con- 


_ nexion between Meditation and Praftice, between Memory and Duty. Therefore it's 


ſaid, Namb. 15. 40. Thou ſhalt Remember theſe things ro do them, and Pſal. 119. 11. 
Thy Word have ef hid in my Heart, that I might not Sin againſt thee, and verle 15. 


- I will Meditate in thy Precepts, and have reſpett unto 7 wejes ; Meditation is that 


which fills the Soul with a lively ſenſe of Gods Goodne 
Duty. a | 

- Then Secondly, for repelling Temptations, and for the conqueſt of them Medi- 
ration is eminently uſeful. For conſider the Lapſes of Gods People proceed uſually 
from Incogitancy, and forgetfulneſs : If Peter had remembred that Przmonition of 
Chriſt,he had not fallen into that Sin ;* but becauſe he was Incoguame and forgetful, he 
ect. Now Meditation 
15 that Duty that draws forth ſuitable Truths againſt every Temptation, The Memory | 
h 15 


and fo Incourageth us to 
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#5 the Exchequer of the Soul, and there's a Treaſury of Gods Commands ; now Me- >A— 
ditation goes into that Treaſury, and draws forth freſh Arguments againſt every Chap. 4. 
Temptation, and therefore if you deſire to be Holy in your Lives, perform this Dury,  "Y Y 
and be ſerious and Conſcientious in the diſcharge of it. What an Orator ſaid in ano- 

ther Caſe when he was asked, what was moſt eminent in Rhetorick and Oratory, 

gave this anſwer, Pronunciation, Pronunciation, Pronunciation ;. ſo if I ſhould be 

asked what doI think is the beſt means and way to advance the Faculties, to make 

the Ordinances Fruitful, to increaſe Grace, to inlarge our Comfort, to Produce Ho- 

lineſs and the like, I ſhould anſwer, Meditation, Meditation, Meditation. 


CHA Fc: 


Of Rules for the managing Meditation to Advantage. Rules which reſpe& 
the Perſon. oy from the Guilt of Sin. Purity of Heart. A Trea- F 
ſure of Divine Truths. Sobriety in the uſe of Worldly things. And fer- £ 
vent Love to Spiritual ones. Rules which reſpect the Objet. It ſhould 
be what has a Tendency to advance Holineſs, ſuitable to our preſent State 
and Temper. Rules which reſpe& the Duty, We Jhould be as Methodical, 
and Particular as may be. Diſcharge our ſelves of Worldly things. Beg | 
the Aſſiſtance of the - Spirit. Stop the fir$} excurſions of our Thoughts : « 
which will fix out Minds. We mu$t Meditate by way of Argument, 
Compariſon, Emiſſion in Complaints and Deſires, and by Impreſſions Charg- 
ing and- Checking our own Souls : which will warm our Aﬀe&ti- 
ONS. : | 


E "om Rules, I ſhall reduce to theſe Three General Heads. 


I. Thoſe which concern the Perſon, that is to exerciſe this Duty. 
IT. Thoſe which reſpe& the Choice of our ObjeR. 


III. Thoſe Rules which may dire&t us how we ſhould Meditate on the Obje&t 
with Succeſs, and Advantage. | 


There are Five Rules, which reſpe&t the Perſon, that is to perform this 
Duty. 

=, Rule. Labour to have thy Heart cleanſed from the Guilt of Sin. A Tumul- 
tuous Conſcience is very unfit for ſo Calm and Sedate an Exerciſe as Meditation, 
?Tis faid, that when an Elephant comes to the Water, it diſturbs the ſtream that it 
may not ſee the Repreſentation of it's own Viſage ; thus it is with Guilty Conſciences, 
they cannot endure to look in the Glaſs of Meditation left they ſhould have a view of 
their Native Form. We read concerning the Devils when they were near Chriſt, 
they asked him whether he were come to Torment them before their time ? Thisis 
the Language of Guilty Creatures, therefore they do in effe&t utter the ſame words 
with the Devil ; Depart from us we deſire not the Knowledge of thy wayes, He that hath 
the ſence of his Guilt upon him, when he Meditates on God, this brings to his Re- Job: 21. 15- 
membrance the Holineſs, the Juſtice, the Truth of God ; and this reminds him of his 
Ruine, and ſo makes the Duty very unpleaſant to him. * And by the way, take No- 
tice, this 1s the Reaſon why wicked men are always either carried away with the 
pleaſures or the buſineſs of the World, ſo that they may not have time to make 1n- 
ward RefleQions upon their own State and Meditate on their own Condition. As it 
is witha Mill, if you do not put Corn into it, *twill Grind it ſelf; ſo they fill their 
minds with the V anities and Buſineſles of the World, that they may not _ x a 
themſelves 
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A Sthemſelves : Therefore' cleanſe your Souls by Hearty Applications of Chriſt's Blood, 
Chap. 5. if you deſire to be fit for this Duty. Et 
\—YY- 2. Rule Labowr for « Pure Heart, The former Rule reſpeQed the Guilt 

_ of Sin, this the Defilement. Meditation is founded in the Purgative part of Religion. 
There is a Double Reaſon for this Rule, partly becauſe Sin darkens the Underſtanding ;* 
= it Defiles and Dims the Soul. A Soyled Glaſs yields no clear Repreſentation of things : 

& So when the Heart is Soyled with the filth of Sin, it's not fit for this Duty, Partly 

| - ; upon this account, becauſe Sirt as it (darkens the Underſtanding, ſo it unfits the Soul 
to receive any Benefit by this Duty. That Cloth which is White 1s receptive of any 
Colour, but that which is Black will not change. So here, when the Heart 1s clean(- 
ed and Purified from the Stains of Sin, it will be moulded into the Form of any Truth 
the Soul Meditates upon ; but when the blackneſs of Sin is there, *tis not Receptive of 
any Colour, or very difficultly. Ger/oz makes the firſt ſtep of Meditation, to be an 
humble Repentance, upon this account, becauſe it cleanſeth the Soul. 

3. Rule. Treaſure up in your Souls a Stock of Spiritual Truths. Truth is the 
Food of the Soul, upon which it exerciſeth its digeſtion and depaſtion ; when a man | 
hath laid in, he may lay out. Mas. 12. 35. there's an excellent expreſſion, A good 

; Man ont of the good Treaſure of his Heart bringeth forth good things. Truths in the Soul 
are like Gold in the Oar : Meditation Coynes the Gold and brings it forth, in Holy 
Diſcourſes and pious Aftions. Whereas where there are no Spiritual Mines of Truth 
in the Soul, *tisno Wonder the thoughts Coyn Droſs and Vanity. Ignorance is that 
which doth impoveriſh the Soul, and cauſeth us to be Barren 1n this Duty of 
Meditation. 

| 4. Rule. Sobriety in the Uſe of all Worldly things, is an excellent help to 
Meditation. A Holy Art of Moderation, either in reſpect of the Cares of the World, 
or the Pleaſures.of the World ; for an exceſs in theſe diſcompoſes the Mind, and unfits 
the Body for this Spiritual Duty. ; | 

The Buſineſs of the World, to ſpeak of that firſt, will unfit us for the Duty of 
Meditation. When the mind Aſcends this Hill, it muſt be light and free, and the 
Burden of our Cares muſt be laid afide. Have you not-ſeen a Bird, when her Wings 
are Limed, how unable ſhe is to put forth her ſelf, and to aſcend by flight into the Air ? 
Thus it is with a Man who is Incumbred with Worldly Buſineſs, his thoughts are 
Clinged together, and his Soul is unable to take its flight, and to mount upward. And 
therefore we have an expreſſion in the Carticles, Chriſt ſpeaks to his Spouſe, Come 
my Spouſe let us go forth tnto the Field, which imports a Retreat and Sequeſtration 
mn the Buſineſs of the World, and a Retirement from the Hurry of Worldly 

_ Afﬀairs. 7 

And as the Buſineſs of the World, ſo the Pleaſures of this World likewiſe 
exceedingly unfit us for this Duty. When Childrens minds are ſet upon play, they 
are very unwilling to go to School ; ſo when mens minds are ſet upon Pleaſure, this 
Alienates their Hearts from ſuch ſevere exerciſes as Meditation. I have read concern- 
ing Jerome, he complains of himſelf, that. although 'he was in a deſolate Wilderneſs, 
yet his Fancy conveyed him to the Dances of the Roman Ladies. So it is with Plea- 
ſurable Perſons, let them ſequeſter themſelves from the viſible Company of men, yet 
their Fancies are filled with Corporeal Reſemblances : Carnal Pleaſures make the heart 
Fat,: and ſo make the Soul unable to perform ſuch exerciſes as this is. It is ſaid con- 
cerning the A/s which is the dulleſt of all Animals, that his heart is Fatteſt of all 
Creatures ; this is very applicable to this Duty of Meditation. And therefore as you - 
defire to be free and vigorous 1n this Duty or exerciſe, diſ-intangle your ſelves from 
the Cares and Pleaſures of the World, 4 . 

ſ Rule. Labowr for Fervent Love to Spiritual things, and this will be an ex- 
cellent help for the performance of this Duty. Holy and Lively Aﬀe&ions do both 
Incline and Chain the thoughts to Spiritual Objets. As all Rivers proceed from the 
Sea, and return to the Sea; ſo our thoughts proceed from our AﬀeCtions, and our 
AﬀeCtions are Inkindled by our thoughts. This is the reaſon why the Maſter Cor- 
ruption, doth Tngroſs our thoughts, becauſe our Love is ſet upon it. Thoughts and 
AfﬀeCQtions are Reciprocal cauſes of each other. As the Body conveys heat tothe Cloaths, 
and the Cloaths preſerve the warmth of the Body ; ſo our thoughts are excited by our 
AﬀeQions, and then our AﬀeCtions do caſt forth their ſtrength and efficacy upon our 
thoughts. Our thoughts enkindle our AﬀeCtions, and when the AﬀeQtions are kindled 
they cauſe our thoughts to Boyle over, Pſalm 39. 3. While 1 was muſing, the Fire 
wy rr and Devid lays in the Text, Oh how Love I thy Law! It is my Meditation 
att tne Da). 
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Secondly, Thoſe Rules which reſpeRt the ObjeRt, that is to. rated-upon, the Dag « 
firſt of which is this. | CES - 
,.1. Chuſe ſuch an ObjeR as hath a tendency i 
Yints in Religion, which are chiefly Speculative, there are others whi 
praQtical, Now as the Tops of Mountains are Barren, but the humble Valleys fruit- 
ful. So wha Poirits are Barren, and the Meditation of theon is ineffeRive. 
There are ſome ſlight Diſhes which pratifie th b 
to feed and ſtrengthen the Body : So there bt Je-' 
licious, yet they do not proces Holinels,; and althougHh they ma ;. 
yet they yield no ſolid Nouriſhment to the. Soul. Mb. 
jet, as may at once more clear thy Underſtanding in- re ge7) 
and alſo inflame thy Aﬀe&ion : di-, 
tation, when we pitch our ul. 
And here by the way obſerve, that many meaner . « li 
neſs, than thoſe of Richer Gifts upon this account | Mo- 
tion of their Underſtandings, and: the other are more ſince hey Med upon / 
thoſe Objets moſt fruitfully in reference to their Lives, and ſo they make a ſenhible-. p 
Progreſs in the wayes of Religion, whereas others are Barrens... uae 
: 4 would: 
your Choice to the ſtate wherein 
curity ? Let the Objett of thy M 
+ 23, & 
in all his Works. x es es 
III. Thirdly, And that which I principally Eye, is, to lay down ſome Rules, : 
you about the manner how you ſhould perform this Duty. The Perſon being diſpoſe - 
by thoſe Qualities ; and the ObjeR being choſen; how you ſhould then Meditate upon 
that Obje& : The General end you ſhould propound to your ſelves is, both4o T 
and ſee how good the Lord is; at onceto have beams of Light in our Underſtandings, 
and Influences of heat upon our affeCQtions ; but Sight mult. go before Taſting, there- 
fore our Endeavour mult | be to manage this Work aright-: 'Thoſe that go. by Water 
for Pleaſure, do not Caſt out the Net ; but thoſe do fo that make it their Gain and 
Trade, that ſo they may catch the Fiſh : So if we do intend to make an advantage to 
our Souls in this Duty, we ſhould Caſt the Net aright. Now there are twothings I 
will open. | | 3:3 
1. How you ſhould fix your thoughts. es 
+ How you ſhould warm your AﬀeQions when yau are Meditating on the Mer- 
of God. | | 's : | 
: Fiſh For fixing our thoughts there are Five Rules I will give you in this 
aſe, | 
X XXXN Is we 
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decree, .a ftroj DIutiON. WIL | 
between God and your Souls ; this is the girding up of our minds, that ſo we may not 


careful to prevent or ſtop the firſt Excurſion of thy thoughts. Many times our 
hts hurry us away b-fore we are aware ; whereas, if there were a careful 


og upon his vain thoughts. ?Tis 


gn to aſcend this Mount, do not regard every vain 


1. When thou doſt Meditate upon a ſubjeA, which is of Spiritual concernment, let 
thy thoughts work upon it by way of Argument, and ſerious Conlideration both of | 
the Cauſes and of the EffeAts of the ObjeQ. As now ſuppoſe I were Meditating upon 
the Converſion ofa Sinner ; here my thoughts ſhould aſcend tothe Cauſe of this Con- 
verſion ; *tis the Spirit of Holineſs, he that is able by his Power to raiſe from the Grave, 
is alone able to r Y/ from the Power of Sin: And then we ſhould deſcend to the effets 
of things, for the effeQts are Interpreters of the Nature of their Caulcs. As to og Ran F 
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Suppoſe L were Meditating'upon. Sin -conſiden the ION the fall of the 4 
They were the'Comrtiers. of Heaven, and the: Aſſociates of God; but: Sin is:that whit 
af! them ay _— Habitation, ws, if nh your Eye lower to the falko 
man ; certainly the Poyſon is very Deadly, one ofwhich,deftroyed the whole 
Race 'of Mankind, If you look upon the effeQts of Sinzi'which.are ———, there you 
ſhall find Terrours of Conſcience ; ras pe piritual Tophet which Sin hath *inkin- 
died : Sin :is thar which caufark a; :man-toM nd i; with aHell nh 
Boſom, If you look: - upon: edaſided þ 
all the Difcafes from ph Sagtog Feavs 
effe&ts of 'Sin;3 ——_ | woof abother Life, if you conkers 
the never dyi lanes); hes); eek gs hi rea ho 
©”. Thar fo this work i002 bo =AE IQ arakla open airtime 42, 
2. @ wi 3 it mare *C us-:upon 
n_y__ it as bs by Argument, ſo by COmMPTRc, and theſe ma NS [hg 
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Was 
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{tf at to! : {4 or} f DO C6 ot nh Tres 3 3; t} : « £ ey "a3 
| 1147-5 ee bliroct! S | fi; CL EESY 11 6v's't 
+. 1" By Sitniiliddes, FOGT ! IG: nt 01 THEM port? 54 Morn "LO IOSTS S is 
jr) T 2. By iComparibg thoſe chings which are loppolns oneto-another,, q 
; out 4LF © 71 43 
j "By Simmilitudes # FHeythaye 2n-<xcellent force toprepaib/ upoditbe.Soul; the 
we HP aſ&' borh'to- inlighten tho. Undenftandidgy amd i x 
To inligfiren the Underftanding ; 8 BilmiNUUeISTT vhictry ai'F 
to our Apprehenſions :Bythe now 
to the Sight of a Spiritual thing 
up his Diſciples b Beate > Siattireda r: You bf gubl 
therefore Old Meiz.lookithioh : Spettactes;i: Similitudts- 
and as they help our apprehenſions, ſo they exceedihy 
N; tore 'Pifture how'n heron ye beat PiE 
3'00\;' for T b: | 
Datk. + Why doT tot auttimore'Trg ©: Fas. 
We all of us fear:Dearly 3: Flien w jw in TEN whic 
noble part; which deftroyes'iths out. '7Ptids ifyou! Indyort H 
in the Dutics'of "Reſipion), 7"06mpary 00"; felf:' wit 3g 
as thou art a Rativhat Bkng! 'i'The Sun'wnd' Stars obey 
Law;'therFWn uniltcrable'Fenour of their: Obodibicss 4 
wander fi he wayes 6f:Hotineſs?* They will:coatra« 
obey the Commands of God ; and why ſhould I gratifie\my'Cartfal-Euſts:arid Pie! 
ſures to diſabey God? Asxhet ord ro-them'in Maluchy, they were nepli- 
gent in reference to their Religlaus Duties, he bids'theys [par i into's a Temporal : G 
Offer it tot Torre wilt pleaſed with: thee, &c.- 5 enatÞ? C7 ;Malach, r. 8. 
' Secondly,” i this Compariſon by way of Diff militude, and! comp: 70 thi ng: that 
are ablikeote another, and this will work.on our affeRio! Te” 
pare the Fafineſs of Chriſt®s Yokewith- tho: 6 of 'Sin; 'and | thisw 
affections; art intender theni'in reference{'t& the Lord Jefas;” oth 2 ze the Br 
of Holineſs with the Exorbitances of a carnal Life : Conſider every Sinner bach nuny: 
Lords, magy Tyrants over him ; but he that is a Seryant of C Sor -b : t, hath but one 
Maſter, who is full of Meekne & and Sweetneſs. Theſe Lords command contrar 
things ; and thus while one Luſt raviſhes the Soul to it 02 
ther Obje& ; whereas all the Commands of Chriſt are re 1 Conceat 
in one end, to advance the Glory of God, Then _ different fruic ; tho! 
that are Slaves to their Luſts, have Sin for their Work, and He ell for their W; 


their Service is Drudgery, and their xradl 1 "Rintha wa 
are Liberty here, an Glory hereafter. The Commands of the Goſpel, ng 


ters, but Ornaments and they bring a Crown ; how would this cauſe the Soul with a y 
qe willingneſs to ſubmit to the Commands of the Goſpel ! Shall wicked Men | 
raw Sin as with Cert-Ropes ? that is, ſhall they Toyle and Spend themſelves inthe 


ſervice of their Luſts ? And ſhall I refuſe obedience S that God whoſe Service i Is per" 5 —— 
fe freedom ? 


BEETLE vor # n0 itn 19532 HHS. 


and C 


">. 


' ONR; 
ON” oe 7 


XXXNY 2 | Thirdh, 


"7 Fe a A & 
. &::4 WET x 
ONT: \ 7 
by. - FP In, / 5 
a. oo 
2 


"WERIRY 
or 


ack ANN povs 
x AR 


imma Fl 
_ ut 


"Bos EE { Diſcourſe of Divine Molnaion 


— Thirdly, When thou art Meditating that ſoit may be fruitful ; ler there be fre- 
CS gene Emiſſions of thy Soul to God: Let thy eg be moulded into words, and 


1. By way of Complaint. 
2. By way of Deſire. 


Firſt, . B ws of Complaint, as when thov art Meditati z concerning Glory 
of ns then refle& upon thy Soul thus; .and complain to God, Oh' wretch- 
ed Man that Tak who am Chained to this Farth ! My Treacherous Nature betrays. 
me to the aaron; this 'Life. '-Oh that I ſhould be Inſenſible of Spiritual Joyes! . 
and charmed by ſenſual Delights ! Oh that I ſhould be fo Mad upon and fond of periſh-. 
ing Vanities, and diſeſteem and undervalue a blefſed Eternity! Thus we ſhould ., 
Fon mes to God of our ſelves, there : ſhould be * Confeſſion mixed with this 

omplaint. - 

Seron , Theſe Emiſſions towards God ſhould o forth ina way of defire and! 
.to him. «We ſhould breath forth our Souls hos: Oh when ſhall my Brazen 
feAions be melted? When {hal I be unglued from the World? What, ſhall T be a 
—_ in my afſeftions, as Tam in my reſidence ? O Lord thou who haſt prepared 
_ Glory for my Soul, 'x wie droplet Glory. 

this "bo tary Sl Tmpreſſons upon : the Heart, when: you have 
_ thus ſent forth your As *tis of wk a Vapour is drawn up to Heaven, 4t- 
afterwards geturns to the Earth : So when thy thoughts have been drawn up towards: 
On. then they ſhould deſcend upon thy ſelf, 49 that in a double way. 


Kg to quicken thy Soul to Duty. 
d reſtraint to keep thy Soul from Sig. 


By w of Ch etoquickenth Soul to Duty. As when a Chriſtian conſiders 
Frye! Superficial be is in the ſervice of God, _— times) he. 
Ed alter © Hence let him Charge his Soul thus. My Soul, conſider 
CS a ey ee ky cos 

_ er, the. 0 its; in him is Ma urity conjoy 
and thet lag wort inany Reli $9. Service, draw near to hint with 
thy Spirit, Why ſhould w e God, w pretend to Honour him? and 
Jl Gi his Nam as the Devil did with he Body "of Ct Chrift ; who him to a 
Pinacle of the Temple, i tothrow bim Jown ? So many ſeemto Honour God, 

_ at the ſametime they him. 

; Font By way of Check and Reſtraint from Sig. When ever any Temptation re- 
ts it ſelf co us: Let us by Meditation thus argne. What will be the fruic 
ele things ? Can we reſiſt the Wrath of God? Are we ftronger than he? The 
etnptation is plcaling, bur the Iſſue of compliance will be dreadful. The time is a 
coming here wil ama pare, pa Sin, but the Worm and the Flame. Thus 
we ſhould Check our hearts, and them in their Motions towards Sin, that we 
oy ſtop the Career of our Sins, s, and may be reſtrained from the Commiſſion of 
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CHAP ve © 


' A Uſe of Tryal. The deffrnch betwein H Holy Men and ales Beale 
bts : which are the Immediate Iſſues 0 the Hebrt, and the Inviſible, 
Delightful, Continued Afs of the Soul, RY Nce 
between Voluntary and.Injefed pnbe #Y Sf 
rink 


and Produiveif Holme Mn 


Vſe 1. "IRST way of Try al. uns the Chat-. 
.aGterof a that ; is 00 Gracious: . Oh how love 1 [her Jes. 
my Medit ation all the Daz... Andit i EF h is the Original diſtinRi- 

an between 2h anda Gracious frame. of Heart CIOUS. ulis the 

Chews q he Tr yo the Holy. Spirit, oh. % Soul al gf A Carnal:Man,. isthe Devil's 

$are let it, let out. - You know a. 
coin a Man, but he. cannot. Ch fortli ; 


you Ir! that ſome pf the them | like the pam feed upon. pals Air of Be nou! E: 
and others like the Serpent, feed the Duſt of Profit ; and moſt aol the S wi ne 
ſatisfie themſelves wich the will o Carnal Pleaſures. This i 
Souls, and theſe are the Objefts about which they exerciſe their T Thoughts, - Bt 
take a Gracious Man, he. Subſtantiates Heavea by. us. Fore« out 1; ow 
Breaſt of a Gracious Man were Tranſparent, you would find a Line drawn from: his 
Soul towards God. . Herein.is a great- differe een theſe two ſorts: of Men - 
There's an Expeeſſion of Solomon, per of a Fool ; {now Ss 
Fool is the wicked Man.) As be chinkath 5» his Nag þ be 5s,: The thoughts of 
the Soul os agen Rarely the. he Frume and Te : I the Heart. _ For the 
opening aft ls lictle more, r theſe. four rs.10 reference to our Thoughts 
; and they will clear up the difirence between a Godly ian, and On 


== IS but i ain his Natural State, - TATE Tnns ple to gs at ; airy 
x. Conſider this, that the thoughts whereby Meditation. is mana ed, .are_ the. 1m- 
mediate Iſſues of the Heart-and re. the beſt diſcoveries of a fag. Where 
Tony. interpoſi ing Circumſiances berween! our-Attions andour AﬀeQion: many ces 
ere is 00 _Interpolition between the Heart I the * Heart Mat. 15. 19: 
My evil Thoaghts, Rk Chriſt) He that would caft of the Water of if e Sea, muſt 
et 


diatel from the Sea, and not when it hath fſed thorougl 

of the Farth ſome Miles; for ſo it loſeth, its Brackiſhnels. ; 

an Eſtimate upon J ; 

immediately ariſe from the Sohil ; For you cannot ju 

his external ARtions. Therefore by what your 

conclude your State Good or Bad. erg 
2. They are the Inviſible ProduRtions of the Soul ; 5 veD 4 chars F BY i th 


makes them the better to diſcover our Tp: they ar mniey ject to the p Ws 

ledge, nor to the Cenſure of the World; ſo that doth rot noft Naturally in 
them. Fear and Shame are two great Checks and. reſtraidts from Evil ARion 
Praiſe and Intereſt are two great attraQtives to good AQtions, in reference to wicked 
Men. Fear and Shame reſtrains them from Sin. Preiſe and Intereſt excites them to 
Good. Bu: now th6ughts are neither capable of theſe reſtraints, nor of thoſe attrac- 
as becauſe they are not ſubjeRtothe Eye of the World. And this is the Reaſon 

many that dare not Steal with the Hand, yet dare Steal with the Eye; and fo 
ok that ho not defile anothers Body, yet = Pollute their own Souls wich Spe-” 
gr: Wickedneſs, becauſe their rhoughns x are A. cur not ſeen by the Eyeof the 
Co and this Fortifies and Strengthens 
. Our thoughts as they are the Ne Srinbla garce on of the Soul, ſo they are qhe 
moſt "+ Delightful, aQs of the Soul : Our thoughts from our affeQions 3 5. and 
therefore you may find the Temper of the on 


cart by them: And this is the 1 
why the different thoughts pf  fireaw forth 10 vatious and different > 
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AST As a Covetous Man fets up an Image of Gold, and falls down and worſhips it in his 
as 6:'-thoughts, and this is very. delightful and leafin to. him, becauſe the World is his 
WY God. And thus Pleaſurable Perſons ſer up nia om of Vanity, and theſe they look up- 
mM with the y_ ach Fae and Contentment® becauſe Pleaſure is their God : So an 


aſe ho heirs the pad hiv Diary; and 


— his takes up histhoughts x Kalng 
En en > gy Spry ta ev 
| | } A RT nos | 


wy Profasi in 
ny og felf. wr E is. got. 
ere the Temper of the Soul 


| bx wee [nk Wh <Biori 
Weyes [pen 

Os fs. Now 

2 of our thoughts upon baſe Inferiour 


| 49 , wins Wed; \ there's 4 con aiſt Fendency 


s; but 


8 theSoul tv 
gh y Troops retiiup t6' Marten; and. _ them- 
iy in Gal "Theſe aro there ee aQty 6f the Soul, and" therefore do"the moſt 

Spitivael 118 There 


By preſent the differeries that is Berweet's Carnal antFe? 
ya theſe three os I will fix to this Tryal ; poly maty of youlmay Fat 
our Ro ng 16d aps oy hi y eccount becauſe ſome tits Yu have g60ul t 


hin you; e Caniti $t0 firengrhenthe'Þr ryal. 46.) Yr! "THE 
-i, Copfides'b _ 


Good: choughts chav aſcend" froth this frarte? 
of our Heart; rt kat are; injected from! wittiout.'- For inſtance, AGratiotis' 
Man's hol thoughts aſcend ftowi the Spi __ Frame that! is" i-his* —_ . But now's 
wicked Man'may have Holy \ Hough hes leg: mto' hith 'as a flaſh of Fipyndog ng in <6 
Night, which oth not tak en Day # neither doth the TrijeRtion 'bf'-*ſorhe "Holy! 

thts, afgve thi frame of His* Heat Spiritual and Holy. Wheii the! tiach beetr 

z warty n; then he tliinks with limſelf, He&venideſerves hisChoice'arid 
its; this is or rot Without, and: therefore dort''not- argue tMit he" is Sjjic 
«oIcalls ttioughits 'the'Coonſels of ar "Hearts : Now When thy'th6aphts'are 


x Ce 4+ 5: Hhe fruit of thy Connſel; 'whettthou doſt determine to: think of God) this argues the 
Tam of thy Spi | #to be © ge; but Eitbe meerly an TnjeRion, chow thayeft be ite 
| Natural Stite, T will luſt it by its Rey of fm Hearty have evil 

ts caſt inio bak," there' Mm bis” edn pimeor 


houpn ay be a LL. commit 
Jer nevertlicke®s he thay r be-z' Carnal Perſon : 'So thou | 
aſt into thee, this dorlvnot ariſe KM the' Frame hd =w_ 
tay roſh into a Godly Man, bnt they do not reſt hers: fo Good thoughts 
iefhed into Wickcd Men, but, pals away and are” Very Travſehr, they do 
from the Frame of their Hearts, 
Coff der whether theſs Holy thoughts which ſbmerimes are in thy: $oul, are 
= Chart fe as 10 their proper'place and Center. In the'rfHth'of Fob v.11, there S art 
oncerning our thoughts, 19 6 4h are called rhe Poſſeſſions of our Hearts ; for fo 
| t1gn! the Origiutar, s th fendered inthe Margent of your 'Bibles. 
Now have Spititual thoughts their reſident ' thete? Are they fixed thete as.in their 
Natural Soil-?/ Are they in thy Hear as Meat'iti the Stomach; which is received in 
its Proper place, and ſo Fithel] t6 Food add Notriſhmebt ? Good thoughts in a wick- 
ed Man, arelike Wind inthe Bowels of the Earth, whiCh is 'riever Quit et till-ie hath 
made an Eruption ; or like Thund&#i# a Ckuid;: that breaks fdrth in viotelice. | 
3- Are theſe Spiritual thoughts in thy Heart, produQtive of Holineſs in thy Life ? 
then *tis an argument the frame ofthy Soul is right Our thoughts are implicite words, 
and our aQtions are explicite thoughts; : therefore if thou find the Power of Meditation 
in thy Life, this | is an arguinent, thoſe thouglirs which are i ty Soul, are Natural. 
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CHAP. Vit 


A Uſe of Reproof. Gas Ment reproy 4 for their Tital Negle# f Medi- 4 


tation. And = enerate Men for their too great Di iſ-uſe 2 it, and Re. 


miſſneſs in it : wherein they are EY of Unkindneſs to God, "and el: | 
als. ROE of Him. | OY; bee | 


Vſe. 2. F OR Reproof and that, 


pus; 


1. . To Carnal and Senſual -Men. + 
- 2. To thoſe that are truly Gracious. 


_ Firſt, To the Carnal end Senfual Sinner, that lives' ina conſtant Nepgle& of this Spi- 
ritual Duty of Meditation. Oh tis a ſad complaint, God 3s not in «ll their thoaphts : 
Conſider with thy ſelf, how many. Years thou haſt lived in the Sou! al d thy 
thoughts have been alto wo Strangers to Heaven? Did God give unto thee that” 
Cabinet of thy Underſt r to keep it” empty, or or to Trea ite up in; it 
only Chaff or Dung? Did Go [ane he candy Rational Creartits, that 
thou ſhouldſt onl 
or thoſe that are Sinful ? Certainly God had her nds 
Reaſonable Soul. To prels the ſen of this upon you | 
Sinfulneſs of n lefting this Du of Meditation ; 
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Icferione Rank of Creatures. There's an excellent'exp eff 
O Lord how great are thy works, and thy' thoughts' phe 
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expreſſion, thoſe Perſons that neple&'this 
content the works of God. rnd, Dar of 


Beaſts. A Carnal Man that looks only upon the dos the and Hs ure "Yo excalial chin 
hath no, better apprehenſion . of them then a me hath-; ers Brute-- - X $” i 


a the conſideration. of $ FEE pg lives Ike a | Brute. 
knoweth DN doth a Foo 


ones ; therefore certainly the negle& of this Duty, _ which 
thoughts is a very great Sin, by evilthou| hes 


to God, muſt be of our thoughts, Rom, 2. 16. n God (b + Neyo - & Bags n 


Mens Hearts A ye eſus Chriſt according to my Goſpil,” "Thee Be an te 
veſt made of t 


c DSi of Men ; and thole thoug ghts whi C 


- You that contenit your: ſelves t to Pp nd 
days, weeks, and Vous without Meg: : Oh you thar ſpend. fog thoughts upon 
Trivial Vanities: Conſider, in Uelt your thoughts ſhall 'be your 'chief Tormentors, 
then every thought ſhall be as aD S or: Ponyard'to Stabb thy 'Soul; The Worm that . 
never dyes, wy the fad Reflexions of 'Confcience upon your evil 'wa 
that is managed by your thoughts; thoſe thoy tits now that are the chief part 
Sin, they ſhall then be the iharpeſt Executioners : Thereforeturn the Stream of Ne 
thoughts towards God. 

"Secondly, Thoſe who are Gracious, and have a Principle © May: ecentration in t 
they deſerve reproof upon'a double account : partly bebeoſe! 0 ff tin? pee bs 


of ic of Meditation, and* partly becauſe they” are ſo remiſs in the” performance 
of it. 
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"0 They 


y ſpend thy Thoughts either upott thoſe things that are = fo 


pA tad, 


6 this is 
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. we A Diſcowſe of Divine Meditation, Es 
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| 1. They negleQt and dif-ufe this Duty. "That there are ſuch large Gaps, and Strides 
Chap, 8. between our Performances of Meditation, it ſhould ſtrike us with Fear and Sor- 
WY row. The moſt Chriſtians are apt to look uzon Meditation, and thoſe other Duties 
which are wholly Spiritual, as Melancholly Interruptions of their Peace and quiet, and 
thereuponare very backward in the diſcharge of, them. | 

2. When we do perform them, how weak and how remiſs are our thoughts 2 
Ourthoughts are likean (Arrow which is ſhot from a Bow that's wny bent, they 
will not reach their Mark, they die in their very Ricth; and loſe their Life before they 
have performed any thing. How ſhould this fill us with Sorrow ? As it is with the 
Pegs of an Inſtrument, when you are winding them up they ſlip down between 


yout Fingers, and when you have raiſed them to a due pitch, they preſently fall 
again; {5 *t 


is with our thoughts in Heavenly Meditation ; when we are raifing them, 

' they flide down ; and when we have lifted them up in ſome meaſure, how ſoon 
do they fall tothe Earth again! This is a pon Sin and Crime of a high Nature. 
Coaſfider firſt, what an unkind recompence is this to God, that you ſhould ſpend your 
thoughts but ſeldom upon him ? His thoughts were.fixt from everlaſting upon you, 
and will not you ſend up your thoughts for a ſhort time to him? His thoughts are 
ever drawing forth towards you, and ſhall yours move ſeldom rowards him ? 
Pfal. 40, 5- faith David, Many O Lord my God are thy wonderful works which thou haft 
done, © aud thy thoughts to us ward, they cannot be reckoned ap in order to thee: If 1 
would declare and ſpeak of them, they are more than can be numbred. He hath from 
Eternity ſpent his oug ts upon you, and they are every moment going forth to- 
wards you; there ſhould be a continual return of our thoughts to him. Nay he hath 
given his Son to you, and will ou not give your thoughts to him ? *Tis the moſt 
unkind recompence to negle& this Duty of Medita ation, | 

_ . 2, Conſider it is a real diſparagement to God, when we ſhall turn our Meditation 
from him to Sinful Objeas, When we ſhall ptefer carnal ſweets before him. If 


the Eye doth notabide upon the Object, 'it's either becauſe the ObjeQ diſpleaſeth, or 
becaule the Eye is taken off by ſome thing that's better ; ſo if our Meditations are 


ſo fleeting and unſteady in reference to God, what's the reaſon ? either God doth 
not pleaſe us, or ſomething better that pleaſeth us draws our Eyes off from him ; 
and this cafts a real dif] ment upon God, Oh that we ſhould forſake the Foun- 
tain of Living Waters for broken Ciſterns, that can hold no Water ! . 
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CHAP. VII. 


mand 


A Uſe of Exhortation. Frequency and Conſtancy in Meditation 
preſſed upon Holy Men. This is the bet Uſe of our Under$tand- 
mgs. An Imitation of Chrift s Example. Wicked Mens Thoughts 
being 'ſo fixed on the World, ſhould provoke us to it. Holy Men 
have a Divine Nature diſpofing them to this Duty. "Tis one 
of the beſt InSiruments of Communion with God. And makes 
way for an Abundant Entrarice ints Heaven, 


Vhſe 3. Y way of Exhortation. Toall thoſe that are truly Gracious, let me 
ou ufon them, the conſtant and frequent diſcharge of the Duty of 
editation : And that I ſhall urge by theſe Arguments. 
— Firft, Conſider, This Duty reſtores thy Underſtanding to its Primitive Authority, 
it puts thy Reafon to the Pureſt and beſt uſe ; therefore thou ſhouldeſt be frequent - 
and ſerious in the diſcharge of it. This is that which Vindicates and Reſcues our 
Underftanding from its Captivity to the Fleſh, and reftores it from its proſtitution 
to our Senſes ; It refines our reaſon, it advanceth it. 'This ſhould be a Powerful Ar- 
gument to perſwade you to the Performance of it. Our thoughts are Winged 
Meſſengers, that are able to mount above the Viſible Heavens, to go towards God 
himſelf. Now Meditation is that Duty that puts them to their beſt uſe : Why 
ſhould our Rows uy inherit the Curſe of the Serpent, to cleave to the Earth, and feed 
upon Aſhes, when there is ſuch a Duty wherein we may exerciſe them ? Therefore 


you 
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ou that are Chriſtians ſhould conſider this, and accordingly ſhould be excited to the AA 
fiſcharge'of this Duty. es Yay EG / to ig c-4 0.4 1.8; 
Secondly, Let me preſs this Duty upon you from the example of the Lord Jeſus, Y 
Pſal. 16.8. I have {et the Lord always before me. David ſpeaks that concerning him- | 
ſelf by way of Type,” *tis ſpoken of the- Lord Jeſus principally as appears by 
Atcis 2. 25, Our Saviour Chriſt when he was upon. the Earth, he was in Heaven, 
not only in regard of the Reſidence of his Deity, but in reſpeCt. of his thoughts | 
and affections. The thoughts of Chriſt were as. numerous as the Stars, and they 
were all in Order as the Stars ; they were all Spiritual and Heavenly. Now there 
ſhould be a Conformity between the Metnbers and the Head ;. it's the Apoſtles Ex. 
hortation. Let the ſame Mind be in you which was in Chriit. Therefore as you deſire to Phil. 2. 5. 
be Conformed to him, ſo be frequent n the exerciſe of this Duty. ed eto: Fs 
Thirdly, Conſider the example of wicked Men, how their thoughts are all fixed upon 
the Earth, and let this be a motive to you. Take but the Covetous Worldling, -and 
what uy his thoughts upon, but Gainful Contrivances, how he may -recruit- his 
Eſtate, how. thoſe that deal with him may be Loſers, and he may be. a Winner ? 
You may read it in the expreſſion of the Fool in the Goſpel. - I will plack down my *K- 12+ 28: 
Barns and build Greater, &c. Theſe were his Muſings upon his Bed, and thus doth 
a'Worldly Perſon. If you come toa Voluptuous Perſon, What are his thoughts upon? 
He makes a ſuppoſition to ſerve inſtead of Enjoying, and all his thoughts are ſpent 
upon this ; how he may gratifie his Carnal Senſes, how he may make Providion for 
the Fleſh.. Andif you come to a Proud Perſon, what are his thoughts bent 
He dreams of a Ladder, whereby he may Climb up: to the Top of Honour. 
ſhall Carnal Spirirs ſpend the ſtrength of their Souls upon ſuch periſhing Vanities ; 
and will not you ſpend your thoughts upon God and Chriſt, and upon the things of 
Eternity ? Shall a wicked Man by -his Meditations draw forth as it werethe Quinte(- 
ad Earth ; and ſhall not we extraQ for the good of our Souls, the Marrow of the 
Promiſes and the Sweetneſs of Religion ? TY 
Fouarthly, There's a Divine Nature conveyed to you, which diſpoſeth. you for this - 
Duty. Indeed *tis no wonder that a Carnal Man is always Meditating upon Worldly 
things, for he hath only in him that which is conveyed from the firſt Adew. Now 
the firlt Adam was of the Earth, Eartbly. But a gracious Soul hath a new Nature : 
now that's an aCtive Principle, and enables the Soul to Spiritual things. This is the 
Glory of the Chriſtian Religion, that it changeth the thoughts of Men ; and whereas 
your Papiſts mumble pver their Prayers by number, and your Carnal Perſons, Moral 
Proteſtants are only Converſant about the external Afts of Religion : Regeneration 
changeth the Frame of our thoughts, and maketh us to mount upwards. Gracious. 
Souls are diſpoſed for-it ; what Chriſt ſpake concerning Leaven in the Goſpel, it raif- 
eth rhe Meal and Swells it : So when Grace ts put into thy Soul, it inſinvates it ſelf into 
thy Thoughts, into thy Diſcourſes, into thy Adtions. Thoſe that are Re enerated 
can in ſome meaſure perform this Duty Naturally and eaſily; it is as eaſte for the 
Flame to aſcend, as for a Stone to deſcend. A Vine doth with as much eaſe Produce - 
Grapes, as a | hiſtle or a Thorn doth Prickles : and therefore thy -Heart may produce 
Spiritual Meditations with almoſt as much eaſe as a Carnal Man ſhall produce ſenſual 
corrupt vile thoughts ; if thou do not injure the Divine Nature, but exerciſe it in ſend- 
ing up Holy thoughts towards God. FE py | 
 Fifthly, Conſider that this Duty of Meditation, is one of the choiceſt Inſtruments 
of our Communion with God. Communion with God is managed by Duties. on 
our Part, and by Donatives on Gods Part : by the aſcents of our Minds to God, and 
by the deſcents of God to our Minds. Now Meditation is that Duty whereby the Soul 
doth mount upwar.}s towards God.By Meditation a Chriſtian is able to diſcourſe with 
the Inhabitants of the inviſible World : By Meditation he is able to walk with God, 
to Eye God in all his Wayes : By Meditation he is able to draw from God, thoſe com- 
forts which every attribute doth promiſe and bring forth to the Soul. This is that 
great Duty whereby we Manage Communion with him'; and this know by the way, 
thoſe Chriſtians which are moſt negleCtive of this Dufy, will find a ſenſible declina= 
tion both in their affeQions and in their PraQtice, becauſe. they negle& Communion 
with God. For all the Progreſs both of Holineſs and Joy that we make, it's ground-- . 
ed upon our Communion with him ; and therefore the negle&t of ic will be a breach 
in our Communion, and conſequently will bring a Dearth, both in reſpe& of our 
Graces and our Comforts. | EY J, 
Sixthly, Conſider by the Serious performance of this Duty, thou wilt procure far. 
thy Soul an abundant entrance into the Kingdom of Glory. Such a Chriſtian doth 
Yyyyy _ enter 
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—A—Senter upon his inheritance by gegrees ; his thoughts and his affeCtions are fore-runners, 
Chap. 9. and as Hobingws to take up thoſe Mazſions of Glory. So that as we read concerning 
—Y Y the Angel that appeared to Maxoeh in the Book of Jadges, he aſcended up in the 
Flame'of the Sacrifice : ſo it is with a Chriſtian, his Meditation doth enkindle his 
affeQtions, and then he aſcends up in the Flame of his affeCtions unto God. Such a 
Chriſtian when he comes to Dye,changeth his place but not his Company;for he. was in 
Heaven, when he was upon Earth. The diſcharge of this Duty would cauſe in our Souls 
4 Lower Heaven, and therefore you ſhould pertorm it with the greater Care. Conlider, 
What is the Heaven of Angels ? *Tis this, they alwayes behold the Face of their 
Reavenly Father; the conſtant and ſteady Contemplation of God is the Heaven of 
Angels. Now Meditation is that Duty whereby we Contemplate God. I confeſs 

there is this difference, while we are upon Earth, we look upon God with an unſtead 
Rye, as a Man that holds an Optick Glaſs with a Palſie Hand ; he looks upon the 
Stars ; but the Glaſs is held ſo unſteady, that he cannot fully and fixedly look upon 
them : So we differ in degree of fruition, but not in the ſubſtance. The Soul that 
hath converſed with God, and frequently walked with him, it will be no ſtrange 
thing for him to Dye ; for he hath been dead to the World before, his Soul hath been 
in On in reference to his deſires, before it comes to Heaven in reference to its own 

Subſtance. | 9. 
E . To finiſh all, as you would deſire to have real and ſolid Arguments of the change of 
your State; ſo be ſerious and very. ſtritin the Diſcharge of Meditation. The Old 
NatulWuike a Root is alwayes ProduQtive of Carnal thoughts: the Devil is the Tiller 
and Husbandman'ot the Old Heart, and he makes thoſe fruits that grow of themſelves, 
to be more ProduCtive.But now if thy Nature be changed, there is a Spiritual ſeed con- 
veyed into thy Soul, and the influences of Heaven ſhould make you fruitful : and as you 
_ defire that, be ſtrift in this Duty. Although the Beams of the Sun touch the Parth, 
yet the Body of the Sun is fixed in its own Orb and Sphere : So let this be the frame 
- of your Souls, although you muſt converſe with the World, yer let your thoughts, 
| Your deſires, your Joyes, your affetions be with God in Heaven, while theſe exter- 

nal Commerces you muſt have with the World, declare you to be on the Earth. 
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CHAP. IK 


The Foregoing Rules exemplified in a Meditation on the Sufferings 
of . Chris. 


"HH A T which I deſigo in the laſt place, is to reduce thoſe Rules which I gave 
= mp to prattice upon this Subjet, vis. The Sufterings of 
Chriſt. | 

AnJ Firft one Rule I laid down was to be as Particular as you can, in reference to 
the Nature and Circumſtances of the Obje&t you Meditate upon. Accordingly, 

Firſt, Lay down a draught of Chriſt®s Sufferings, and preſent that to your ſelves : 
He that ſhall Trace the Story of Chriſt from the Cradle to the Croſs, will find it 
to be a continual Crucifixion, His Life was a paſſive Action, his Death an aQtive 
Paſſhon. But I ſhall confine my ſelf more particularly to that which was the Coroxis 


and the moſt eminent part of his Sufferings, and therefore for the more particular 
ſetting this before you, 


7. I will propound the Crucifixion of Chriſt as it reſpe&t his Boy: 
t part 


2, The Agonies and Sorrows of his Spirir, which was the highe 
of his Sufferings. | | 


For the firſt of theſe, that which reſpe&ed his Body, the Scripture takes Notice of 
three eminent Circumſtances which belong to thar. 


The Ignominy, Curſe, Miſery of it. 


. 1. The I[gxominy of his Crucifixion ; And if you look into the Scripture, you ſhall 
find he was {corned inevery one of his Offices. As he was a King, ſo he was Scepter*d 
with a Reed, and Crowned with Thornes, As he was a Prophet, ſo they blinded 


him 
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him and bad him Prophecy u who ſmote him, | Þ he was /gPr 
with a lon Robe, which was an emblem of that : Office...” *L 
viours Suffering s, reſpeQteth the kind of his, Peat 
Companions -4 his Death; If . you reſpe the kind of it wir was Ha Tow ay 01 fly 
Treg, that Death-which rendered the Perſon, | and ſhewed the. .Faft to by 0 Larrn a pht 
If you Re the place of his, Death, he was not Crucified; in+a. Corner, but upon ; 
the T Zopo Mount Catvary, ſo. that he was.expoſed; to the view of the World. If 

ou reſpe&t the Companions of his Death, they were the dregs and-worlt of Mankind, 

hieves and Robbers ; Thus. you ſee he that was the. Glory: of , Heeven,, is made the 
Shame of Earth; and he is was the AOINFT of; Wen panh as the. cor Dat Con 


Wretches. 


a Croſs: For the Cuſtom of: the CRT was ws apon a _ 

by ſtoning, .or thelike ; A thes hs Bod 
up beforethe Sun : ſo that the Hanging of. a: Perſon, was-.a-kind of boy ne Death, 
and this the Lord Jeſus endured..: The Moral Curſe likewiſe did concur to: the Dear 
of the Lord Jeſus, he bare the 1 iniquity of us all. 

3. The Miſery of it, whiah-was inexpreſſible.: Every part of; Chriſt was 2 recepts- 
cle of Pain :*Thoſe Deaths which are Lingering, there, is a ſlow pacg in.cham,. but 
aquick Torm:nt. 'Soit was with the Lord Jeſus, bis Hands, and his Feet BN ail- 
ed tothe Croſs z they were thoſe parts which were moſt diſtznt from. the: Vitals, -and 
Animal Spirits, and ſo his Death was an extended Tort a Now by) ms a 0 
the Soul ſhould API this CREE CR: tot: k af 


Pains of Hell,- though not Specie yet. &-99 ig 


fog & - s, 6&8 { ELITE MHA Goo. are of 
kind; yet he did 1 in degree: th he. | Thong G a Is A H Ell, V+ __ 14 Te ec this in the Har- 
1 Penal agar 'Thus repreſent the Po 0 your. Souls; by. the he lp of Medie tic 0, of the At- » 


To gather . phe Sum. The Gracious Soul,when it would: 7A. | {a 13. 


ſiderationof Chriſts Death ; let. it; make it ſelf a: party- in.every. pallags of the Story 
of his Paſſion ; and let the Soul mix its affeQions with all-the Occurrences of it :: as: for 
Example. Firſt go. to the Garden, and there Jet thy Soul) conſider the Sweat that 
dropt from him, hear his Groans, and ſee his Agqnies.- hen follow-him to the Rulers 
and Soldiers; and there conſider all thoſe Oe theirs, which contained the grear- , 
elt Scorn, Slighting, and abuſe. of him. - When. the 'Thoras. are: platted}. upon [his 
Head, let them pierce thy Heart,  'Then go from the Rulers Houſe to mount Calvary, © 
andlet thy Soul take up part of the Crofs ; and when thou comeſt thete let it be Nailed 
to the Croſs, and bleed. with Love for thy: Saviour. The Soul by reflex aQts is able - 
in ſome degree, to produce the ſame Paſſion and Sorrow, which ir would produce if 
the Obje& were viſible to our bodily Eye. Now there's none of pou but. ancy —_ 
had a viſible repreſentation of Chriſt Hanging upon. the. Tra xpending:his Bloo 
| bowing his Head, ſending forth his Spirit, this would a you. Mieditation. re 
Proven this to the Eye of thy Soul, and. Oh. ie: it  prodygn) & kunt 'P af1ons - anc 
afſeQions. "116 .- 
2. Another Rule I gave you was this, .' when: ou Medits te upor 
do it by way of Argament ; conlidering the cauſes and effets of it + fo' here, con de 
the cauſes and offet 5 of Chriſt's Sufferings. The cauſes of his: Jufferings are two 
the Love of the Father, and the Love © Chriſt : -T know the Sin of; Man was: 
occaſion cf it. There was Miſerends Neceſſitas' a miſerable neceſ{ 0 
but the cauſe was Commiſerans Voluntas, Commilerating Mercy on G 


1. To ſpeak of the Love of the Father. ' The Scripture repreſents chis to us asthe gom. 4. 8. 
Original cauſe of Chriſts Death. Ferein God declared bis Love to _ tha when we 7g. mine of 
were yet Sinners, Chriſt dyed for as. © this inthe ws 

2. The Love of wit was the cauſe of this. Ads of Grace cannot beextort ed. = p.. 
Now this was merely. an a& of. Grace in Chriſt to give up himſelf to Dye- he US. thee 
Therefore you find in the firſt Treaty that was between God and Chriſt, Chriſt de- openly f 
clares an abſolute Refignation to the Will of God, Loe I come ro do . Wil, 0 ay 20 "ha 
God. Obedience to his Father and Love to Man, was the cauſe of Chriſts "Suffer- 
ings. Therefore although the Death of Chriſt was violent ia ceſpe& of Men, it was | 
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I ALA yoluntar inrefpe&t of hignſelf +I lay down my Life. Obſerve a vaſt difference, be- 

Chap. 9+ cween' Chrifts anſwer to:Perey,' and his anſwer ro Jade ; when Perer out of 'an If 

regularity to Chriſts Perſon, defired him to favour himſelf; becauſe that hindied 

John 1%. 15: MansRedemption,, he ſaith, ger #hee *behind me Satan, How ng {oo ſevere Was 

ate 1% 23: ir'?.'But' When Fades comes to berray Chriſt, he calls him Friend. What a great dif; 
'**** ference is there in theAnſers'of Chriſt? This ſhews the TE of his compll- 
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ance with his Fathers decrees; the Love 'of Chriſt was the cauſe of his Sufferings ; 
That Love which wasas-ancient as his Deity, and ſurvived his Humanity.” ©. 

'In the Second place," let us proceed to*the Effefts of theſe ſufferings, and that will 
be an'Obje& fit for our Meditation. ' There are five eminent effeAs of Chriſts ſuffer- 
ings, which the Scripture ſpeaks of, + =p 

x. Compleat Satisfation tothe Juſtice of his Father, The ſufferings of Chriſt were' 

inriched by the Union of his Deity ; his Blood was the 'Blood of God : It was more 
for'a God to fatisfie, than for a Man'to Sin. 'The violation of the Law, wasana@ 
of 'the Creature ; but the fulfilling of the Law was an a of the Creator ; and there- 
fote Juſtice is compleatly Tatisfied' Upon this account Rev. 4. 3. We read that 
the Throne of God '35*el 


and 


Joh. 16. 11+ 


Chdlde Dalek.” 10 6 ris Hr 
- 4. TheFourtheffeF'of Chriſts Death is this, the Crucifixion of Sin. Therefore * 
the Scripture tells 'us, the Old-Man'is crucified with him. Sin brought Chriſt to the 
Croſs, and Chrift brought Sin tothe Croſs and Nailed it there. Herein appears the 
Admirable Wiſdom of God,that as Sin brought in Death, fo the Death of Chriſt ſhould 
carry out Sin, I mean in reference to Believers. | -” 

5. The Inheritance of Glory 1s the fruit and effe&t of Chriſt's Death. The Blood of 
Chriſt, ratifies the New - Teſtament. Tt is 'the Key of Paradice, and opens 
Heaven for us : There was ſuch an = $5 the Merits of Chriſt ; ſuch a 
Supererogation of Worth, 'that not only ſatisfied for us, but purchaſed an Inheri- 
tance for us. Whereas the firſt Adew had an Earthly Paradice ; the ſecond Adam 
purchaſed for us an'everlaſting State of Glory : This 'is another Medinm, whereby 
you may exerciſe the Duty of Meditation jn your Souls. HH 

Thirdly,- Another Rule T laid down was this, when you do conſider of any ObjeQs, 
amplifie them by way of Compariſon, and that either by way of Similitude or Difſmi- + 
litade ; do i as to the ſufferings of Chriſt. _ | 

x. If you take the Sufferings and amplifie them by way of Compariſon. But there 
is nothing in the Creation, that is a fit Subjet fully to repreſent them by : I ſhall 
therefore'make a Parallel (as the Scripture doth) between the Death and Crucifixion 
of Chriſt for us, and the Death and Killing of Sin within us. The Death of Chriſt 
was a real Death, and ſo ſhould the Death of Sin be : Many times in the Bodies of 
Men, there is an interruption of the Vital and Animal Spirits ; ſo that ſome one jure 
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of the Body, is as it were Dead ; as in thoſe that ped under Palſies and I the like 3A 


but it is not a real Death, till the Soul be ſeparated | the Body : /Thete was a 
real Separation between the Soul and the Body in 'Chri ;-t then: ſhould be be- 


tween Sin and us. The Death of Chriſt was. a ſharp. and dolorous Death ; fo we 


ſhould exerciſe a holy ſeyerit pl againſt Sin : we ſhould not_ allow any indulgence to 

our Lyits, - The Death of Chnſt was, a Gradual:and a Liogering Death : $0. ſhould 

| we 40 our Sins too, that. (ince.we cannot Kul them. At; Once, 7 they ns 
ye'by. degrees, :., v: 7s: 

'24 By Dificilitudes:. The; Seripturs © hath. 40,emigent inftance, 3:\Pet..x, 18, 
F erdſpeach as ye know that ye mere; wut Redeemed* mich Corr raptible ' things - (obſerve the 
Diſhmiltude)- #s Silver. and Gold ;-bet: mith\ thi precious Blood of Chriſh,« Take all the 
Treaſures of the World, although wedeific then they cant free one) Soul; it- was 


ooly ; the Sacred Treaſures of Heaven the Blogd of the Lord Poe 60165 Wat. able ogg 


s from the Dc wog rocome.. :lenlees: the Conſideration. of. Chriſts Ble 
niverſe ON Po he 
4- . Another. Rule which! L EET to you. was to. ” Maline, on n 2 Spiritual 


= by. way of Emiſſion or 2 4 ppg to your wo to. God, and: that two 
dyes. | 
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bs By way. of Complaint. | / oing 6 of 3 
2. raptor Dehire. ot Co 


ings «?. The Vail of the, ova T 
Conſiderations? 'The Creatur Ss 7 andſi} 
_ Sympathized with him, and-ſhall Man IE DID ard. leſp; 
Chriſt ſhed hs apy. and-ſball not - we ſpend hearty Sighs ? How: thou}d we 
thus complain of our ſelves to.the Lord, conegln@g the. bargdne(s, of our -Hearts;:.-.-... 
Secondly, By: way of EY and that in ES OY we * Mal: upon 

che Death of Criſt ml an? on 
I. That we may. IxeÞ an. GE TIE caſings. = LED 
2. Thas wemay feel the ſenſible Fruit.of then: tt; 1 PTE. 


- Eirl, That we may  havean latersſt intheſo Sufferiog "9 Te is ak 
avlation, but the mplantation of our Souls: into Shifts Death, ye makes. it 
val tous. : There were many that did ſee the Ark, yet loſt their Lives,.i becauſe 

ap were without it. So many may have'an Hiſtorical wr oy yer: becauſe 
they are not United to Chriſt, they receive.no Benefit : Therefore beg that:Gad would 
implant thee into that likeneſs of Chriſt's Death, .that 'be would; Uniteichee 
Lord Jeſus. Remember poſſeſſion follows; Unjon.; Chviſts | Garmen 
Chriſts Members ; x ra. let thy defires be excited afteran-Intereſtin bm; :.:: 
Secondly,, That you may feel the ſenſible: fruits and Benefits of thoſe ſu rings of 
Chriſt. And here the -Soul ſhould ſend forth. its deſires to.,God. Oh On: my Sins 
might feel the Vinegar and the Gall, !Oh thatthey were Nailed | bri 
Oh that I might find the fruits of the Croſs! Oh that his Pains might.prodyy 
my Soul | Thus' the Heart of..z Gracious Prion Larkatch trad. for his; 
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Chap. 9: [x To exerciſe Faith. 
WY. |./-2, To InPame its Love. 
'' 3. Toenliven its Obedience. 
Firſt, To exerciſe its Faith. Thus ſet the Soul of a Chriſtian reflect upon it ſelf : 
Plat. 42 $« Why art thou cat down, O my Soul, and why art thou diſquieted within me ? Why dofſt thou - 


Death of Chriſt, let the Duty be, 


fear the Puniſhment of Sin, when gut is taken away ? Why art thou toſſed ro 
and fro-with anxious fearsand perplexities ? Conſider the Lord - Chriſt hath dyed ; 
and this isthat which makes the Apoftle-to cry ViQtory over all our Spiritual Ene- 
mies. : There are two things which uſually do weaken the traſt of 'Believers. One 


4 


isthe greatneſs of their Sins, the: other is the weakneſs of their Faith, Now the 


Suffermgs of Chriſt anſwer both theſe. | For the greatneſs of thy Sins propoſe this ; 


our Sins/ar&Þat finite AQ, and therefore cannot preponderate bis Infinte Righteouſ(- 
neſs; ' Oh i conſider, | thy Sin is - ififinite indeedin ireſpe& of the 'Object ; bur 
the Righeouſneſs of Chriſt is infinite in reſpeQ of the SubjeQ : Certainly the 
Obedience of God is more available to reconcile us, rhanithe diſobedience of Man was 
to make an Enmity between God and us. + Confidet thius with thy felf, if thou hadſt 
always lived in a ſpotleſs Innocency, thou wouldſt not then be afraid of God : I, but 


the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt exceeds the Natural Robe:'of thine TInnocency. If the 


Angels may always look upon the Face of God, who are only cloathed with their 
nature} Righteouſneſs ; certainly a Believer may who is Cloathed with the Righteouſ- 
neſs of -Chriſt. That Blood is abte to redeem Ten Thouſand Worlds. | 
{ Setondly;:Suppoſe:thy+ Truſt is taken 0ff by reafon of the weakneſs - of thy Faith, 
thou feareft by aittyis not'ftrong enough. The Meditation of Chrifts Sufferings will 
anſwer that 3'for impreſ#ttiis upon-thy Soul. The price is the ſame and the accepta- 
tion of-God is the ſame, both in reference 'ro a Rrong: Faith and a weak Faith. A 
weak Eyethat looked"upon' the Brazen Serpent, was an Inſtrument to Cure the 
Body as well ds a ſtrorig Eye. The Wings ofa Dove may wei? it- over the River, as 
| F ain hold an the: Righteouſneſs 


well as the Wings of an Eagle; anda weak Faith may lay | 
of Chriſty as well as the ſtrong, and imbrace it. -Oh-Remember, the ſtrongeſt Faith 
is not the Purchaſer of our Salvation; ,and- therefore when. thy - Faith is weak, yet 


incourape:thy ſelf by conſidering theSutfgrings of the Lord Jeſus, - - 


1 Stcondly, By.way of Check and. Reftvaint. Whenever you find your Souls tempted 


to Sin, {et this allay the Heat ofthe Temptation ; and let the conſideration of Chriſt's 
Sufferings repel all thoſe Fiery darts. Let me allude to that of Devid, when the 
Water of Bethlehem was brought to him: which was' purchaſed by the hazard of 
Men's Lives, faith he, Shall I drink the Blood of theſe Men? And he poured forth the. 
Water before the Lord, When everthy Soul is Tempted to Sin, then argue thus ; 
Shall that; that was his Sorrow, be my Joy ? Sin- -was* the Spear that opened his 


i 


fide, and the Nails that pierced his Hands, _Sin\ is that which makes every Perſon 


tobe a 'Jode#'to bettay hich;x a Pilate to condemn him- and Soldiers to crucific him. 


* 4 


And ſhall we-thus again crucifie the Lord:Jeſus ?-Shall-we add Sorrow to Sorrow ? 
This is one'of the moſt Noble and: Powerful means to Reſtrain and--Check the Soul, 
whenever the Temptations of Sin'are Strong and Vigorous upon thee. 

.- To Conclude, The Sam of what T would fay' is this. - In this Meditation of the 


| Serious, Aﬀetionate, Applicative, "Praftical, 

Firſt, Serious. *Tis an expreſſion of the Apoſtle; Confider the Lord Jeſw ; let 
not your views be Tranſient ſuddain Glances, which 'do 'no good; but repreſent the 
Lord -Jefus before your Eyes in a Serious and Solemn inanner. 'And you that are 
to come to the Sacrament have an advantage of others : Kings do many times repreſent 
their own Perſons'in the Broad See! ; they fit upon'a Throne Scepter'd and the like : 
So Chriltin'the Sacrament (which is the Sea/ of Heaven) repreſents his own Perſon. 
There is only this difference, the PiQture of a King is a Dead repreſentation - but 
the ay" i in the Sacrament is moſt Livelily and Efficacioully repreſented 
to the Soul. SELISET 8 

Secondly, Let it be an AﬀeCQtionate view, Let your affeQions correſpond with the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in all the paſſages of his Sufferings. If that argument will noc 
break us, the Flames of Hell will melt us. Always' make Reflexions upon your 


ſelves, and- confider that you were the Inviſible crucifiers of Chriſt, 
 % + Thirdly, 


”\Mf 
a. 
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"A Diſcauſe of Divine Meditation.  9gog 


_« Thirdly, Let your Meditation be Applicative,always.make an impreſſion upon your RAS 
Souls, The Generality of People look upon the Death of Chriſt as the Death of a Chap. 9. 
Martyr, and not as a Mediator ; only as the Death of an Innocent Perſon, that ſuffered + 
without cauſe ; theretore they ſpend their Declamations againſt the Fews,the Soldiers,and 
Pilate ; but vain Perſons they never refle&t upon their own Hearts, they do not ap- 
ply it to their own Souls. . Conſider it is not the Blood of Chriſt, as it was ſhed upon 
the Croſs ; but as ſprinkled on thy Heart that ſaves thee ; and therefore make appli- 
cation of it when everthou Meditateſt upon the Sufferings of Chriſt. - 

Fourthly, Let thy Meditation be Praftical, Reduce it to Obedience. Oh this is ta. 
Realize it in our thoughts ; when we live as thoſe that feel the influences and Power 
of Chriſt's Death in our Souls; when we find our Hearts thereby to be inlivened in 
the Duties of Holineſs, and oyr Corruptions to wither and decay and fall before us, 
then it is that we Meditate aright upon the Death of the Lord Jeſus. 

Take this as an Incouragement. Thoſe that thus make application of Chriſt as . 
Cruciiied ; ſhall hereafter be conformed to Chrift as Glorified. Thoſe that now 
feed upon his Body in the Sacrament by Faith, ſhall hereafter feed upon his 
Face by ſight and viſion, for ever and ever. 
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JOB XXVIIL 28. 


And umo Man be ſaid, Bebold the Fear of the Lord, that is 
Wiſdom, and to depart from evil is Underſtanding. 


The INTRODUCTION. 


F you look back to the Twelfth Verſe, you ſhall find an Enquiry made after 
Wiſdom; and in the following Verſes, there is a Deſcription of the Wiſdom of 
God's Providence, whereby he doth marſhal and rank the innumerable forts of 
Creatures that are in the World. This Wiſdom of Providence dire&s us to t 


# 


Wiſdom of the Law : This World being the School of Rational Spirits, every Part of 


it, every Creature, reads vnto us a LeQure of Divinity. But the Queſtion is, What 
15 that Voice, that is conveyed to us by all theſe things; the Anſwer is, The Fear of 
the Lord, that is Wiſdom, and to depart from evil is Underftanding, If you look into 
this Great Volume, The Book of the Creatures, which is written within and without, 
written within with Iaviſible Efſences, the Angels, &c. written without with Cor. 
poreal Subſtances, all the viſible ObjeQs of Nature'; and if you would know what is 
God's Deſign in all theſe, it is this, That Mar ſbos/d learn to frer him, that being the 
chiefeſt Wiſdom, and to deperr from evil, that being the moſt eminent Underſtand- 
ing. This is the Connexion of the Words. In that part, which at the preſent, I in- 
tend to proſecute and treat of, you may obſerve Firſt the SubjeAt, The Fear of the 
| Lord. Secondly, The Predicate, that is Wiſdom, 
The Do&rine which I ſhall infiſt on is this, 


 DoQ. The Fear of God is eminently Wiſdom. 
Now in the opening of the Firſt Branch, The Fear of God, We will conſider 


I. The Nature of God's Fear. - ES: 

II. The Objetts npon which it is terminated. 

II. Diftivgniſh it from that degenerate Fear that is in wicked Mex. 

IV. Shew yos the Produits and Effet#s of it. | 

V. Speak preg thoſe ſeeming contrary Graces to which it is united, as Faith, 
Love, Hope and Joy, &c. © p. 

VI. 4 nj wer ſome Queftions, how far, and in what manner the Threatnings of the 
Word ſhould work upon the Fear of « converted Perſon. © | 

VII. And then exhort you to this Fear of God: | 


Z22Lz 2 CHAP; 
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"A Difcomſe of the Fear of God. | 


Chap. 1,2. 
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CHAP. I. 
The Natuze of the Fear of God. | 


oy 
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1. W'OR the Firft of theſe, The Fear of God in Seripture is fometimes taken more 
F? enerally, and ſo it imports the whole Circle of Divine Duties, and of Re- 
igious Worſhip. Thus it is faid, Ecel./12. 13. Fear God and keep his Com- 
mandments, for this is the whole Duty of Man. And the Reaſon why Fear 1s thus ta- 
ken, is partly becauſe the Fear of God hath an Influx upon all the Duties of Godli- 
neſs, it being (if I may ſo ſpeak) the Prepoſitus that guides and orders them, and 
therefore it may well be put for the whole Sexvice-that we owe to our Creatour ; 
and partly, becauſe the Fear of God is an eminent piece of Godlinefs, one of the 
prime parts of God's Service. As an Artificer receives his Title from that Work 
about which he is moſt converſant. Upon this account it is, you ſhall find in Scrip- 
ture, -fometimes a Godly Man is defcribed by his Fear. Fob was a Man fearing GA : 
and ſo Bleſſed is the Man that feareth God, which is the Deſcription of a Gracious 
Perſon. 


2. Secondly, This Fear of God is taken in a more reftrained and limited Sence, and 
ſo the Fear of God imports, That fanQified AﬀeRtion and ſanQtifying Grace, whereby 
the Soul doth ſolemnly and reverently refle&t upon God's PerfeQtions, and from 
thence is moved in all things to promote God's Honour. 
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CHAP. Il 
The Objets of the Fear of God. 
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W. this Fear will be further opened to you, if you conſider its ObjeQts, 


dd which are the PerfeQions of God; and thoſe I ſhall preſent to you in 


_ this-Order. 


2. The Majeſty of God, which appears in the Works of Nature and Providence. 
There is a Beany of God's Glorious Eſfence, which ſhines forth in all the parts of the 
Creation, that thovid draw forth our Fear, The Firmament over our Heads is ſo 
wp a Body, that the Earth is but a Prick or a Poine, if compared with it; yet 


that vaſt Heaven, nay the Heaven of Heavens, cannot contain God. This Diſcove 


| Jer. 5. 24- 


God, he aQteth below his Duty. 
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of his Majeſty, and of his Immenſity, ſhould draw forth our Fear, Who woa/d not 
fear thee thou Kjng of Nations? When you look down and conſider that vaſt Colle- 
Qtion of Waters that is in the Sea ; and that God by one Word, doth bound the 
raging Seas, that he ſwaths them with a Girdle of Sand, as a Nurſe doth a little Tn- 
fant; this ſhould fill the Soul with a Religious Awe. The Thunder is God's 
Voice, whereby he ſummons the World to dread and reverence him ; nay (as little 
as you think of it) the very Clouds, which are the Water-Pots of Heaven, when 
they deſcend upon the Earth, ſhould move our Fear : For God faith by the Propher, 
Will you not fear me, that ſend the former and the later Rain? All the Works of 
the Creation ſhould: draw forth this Grace. And certainly he that ſhall but conſider 


with himſelf that Exprefſion of Scripture, that May '#s but « worm, and the Inhabi- 


tans of the Earch are « --*-755 "hh &e. and make a Compariſon between God and 
himſelf; between God's «Majeſty, and Man's Meanneſs, if then he doth not fear 


2. Secondly, The Purity of God'is the Obje& of our Fear. This (which is revea- 
led in its Glory in Heaven) cauſeth the Holy Angels, and Gloritfy'd Saints, to pay 
the "Tribute of Reverence to God for ever, Iſa. 6. 1, 2,3. There you ſhall find the 
Prophets Viſion of the Lord ſitting upon a Throne high, and his Train lifted up, 
filling the Temple. The Seraphims ſtood about him, and they cried out and aid, 


Hoh, 


drowa us; a Serpent may 
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Chriſt made a ſmall Diſcovery of his Divinky, in a Miracle, "Peter. preſently falls 


down, and cries out, Lord, depart from me, for I am « finfal May. Purity and M4-Luk. 5. g. 


jeſty conjoyned, ſtrike a Sinner into Confternation. - 


3- Third, Another ObjeQt of our Fear is God's All ſeeing Eye, P/a/. 16. 8. I have 
ſet the Lord always before me, how ? T have ſet him before meras my laſpetor, as my 
Guide, as my Pattern, and this doth raiſe and excite Fear-towards God. There is a 
pure and a piercing Eye that looks upon our moſt retired Ations. There is nothing 
that is a more powerful Motive to a Man to:walk as a Chriſtiars than this, a certain 
Perſwafion that God's Eye is always open upon him. There is ao Perſon that is any 
thing in Religion, till- the Fear of God be wrirten upon all his Actions," Were 
Deut. 23. 14. God commanded the Iſraelites, that tbere fboald be 'n0' anclean thing inn 
the C amp, for the Lord walked in the midft of the Camp. Oh when'you do but -appre- 
hend this, that the Eye of God is always upon you, and make this the Obje& of yout 
Fear, the Influx of it-will be powerful for the regulating of your Lives. Sometimes 
in Scripture, the Fear of God is oppoſed to Forgerfulneſs of him; + © 7 


_ 


4. Fourthly, The Power of God is alſo an ObjeQ of our Fear, for this makes him 
a dreadful Adverſary, Pal. go. 11. Who knowerh the Power of thine Anger * even ac- 
cording to thy fear, ſo is thy wrath, ' Tt is impoſſible for the moſt trembling Confeithce 
to inlarge its Apprehenſions, and its Fears anſwerable to the Power of God's Anger. 
You know that a trembling Conſcience is able to fancy to it ſelf the moſt direful For. 


"ments; the pouring out of hot Oyl into the tendereſt parts of the Body ; whatever 


Torments either the Power or the Art of Mancando: But our Apprehenſions are finite 
and limited, and when you have raifed them to. the utmoſt Extent, they cannot 


- reach any degree as it were of God's Power, The Power of the Creatures is a li- 


mited Power ; for as they have a limited Benignity, and ean.do ys good but in part, 
ſo likewiſe they have but a limited Malignity to do us hurt but in part ; as you know 
there are ſome things that can cloth us, but not feed\ us; ſome things can heal us, 
but not defend us from Injuries ; So on the contrary, Fire 1mgy bura vs, but it canhot 
nt 1 ing us, but not tear us. But now' the Power: of 
God's Anger is ſuch, that it doth eminently contain i it' all ſorts, all degrees of 
Torment; As the Lizht of the Sun doth eminently contain in it all the Torches: and 
Candles in the World, and therefore who would not fear, as the Treaſures of his 
Wrath, ſo the Power of it. Fear him, ſaith Chriſt, who is able to caft Soul and. 


into Fell. And by the way, know the great Reaſon why men- do fo much: fear the 


reat ones of the Earth, and ſo little fear the God of Heaven is this, 
ncy to our ſelves a large Power in a mortal Creature,: and have dark; 
ſions of the infinite Power of the Immortal God. The ſioful'Complyance: which 
abounds fo much in the World, proceeds from this, becauſe men fear the: Anger of 


the Creature, but they preſume on the Mercy of God, and fear the Juſtice (as they 
call it) of Man, but they hope in the Goodneſs of God. | wy 


' 
- 


5. Fifthly, The Juſtice of God is another Object of our Fear. This Attribute ex- 
cites his Power, awakens his Wrath, and cauſeth them to- ſparkle forth againſt Sin- 
ners. Now this is the ground of our Fear, as-we are guilty Creatures. :All- thoſe 
Attributes which I have already mention'd, produce Fear in-us in reſpe& of the con+ 
trary Qualities that are in us, as the Majeſty of God cauſeth our. Fear io reſpet of 
our M-3nneſs, his Purity in reſpe& of our Vileneſs, his Power in reſpect of our 'Weak- 
neſs, and ſo arr, uftice in reſpeCt of our Guilt, for weare guilty Creatures. "Fhe Love 
that we exerciſe upon God, reſpeAs him as a Father ; but the Fear that we fix-upon 
God is referred to him asa Judge ; and if we do but ſeriouſly take a view of God's 
Juſtice as it is repreſented in the Word, it is impoſſible bur that the moſt prefump» 

| tuous 
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_ A Diſcourſe of the Fear of God, 

AD tyous Spirit would be filled with trembling and horrour at the Apprehenſion of it; 
Chap. 3. that Juſtice that will take notice of the Number and of the Quality of all our fins ; 
| that Juſtice that will ſpare no Perſon be he never fo great, nor ſlight any Perſon be 
he never ſo mean; that Juſtice that .ſhall award and decide our Everlaiting State, 
who would not fear it? Alas, the Juſtice of Man be it never ſo ſevere, can but dif. 
poſe of a few Days, or a few Years of our time ; but the Juſtice of God doth award 

us for ever to Glory, or to Miſery. F 


6. Sixthly, The Mercy of God and his Goodneſs are the Objetts of our Fear. Take 
this as a Rule, the AﬀeQtions of a Man are beſt diſcovered hy his ReffeQtion on 
Mercy. The preſuming- Sinner will argue from it thus, there is Mercy in God, 
therefore I may encourage my ſe f in my evil _ and I may offend him ; but the 

racious Soul argues thus, there. 1s Mercy with | God, therefore I will fear him. 
Now if you ask me how cana Perſon fear God's Mercy, I anſwer 
1. An ingenuous Soul fears to diſpleaſe it. 
2. He fears to loſe it- 


1. Firſt, He fears to diſpleaſe it. Timor caſtus, Timor filii, Timor gratus, Tt is a 
 chaſt, a filial and a cahtadal Fear, whereby the Soul is very tender ot diſpleaſing the 
Mercy of God, It is that Fear which a Child bears to a Parent, which a Wife bears 
to her Husband, which one Friend bears to another, he would rot diſpicaſe him. Oh 


remember there is Dread in Gog*s Smiles, and his Majeſty is to be feared when it is 
molt ſerene; 


2. Secondly, The Soul fears the loſs of that Mercy. For as a gracious Spirit prizeth 
the Mercy of God more than Life, ſo it fears the loſs of it more than Death, Pſa. 
63. 3- Thy Loving-kinaneſs is better than life; and thus St. Auſtin deſcribes Fear, 
It is Fug anime, ne perdat quod diligit, The Flight of the Mind, leſt one loſe what 
he enjoys. If you have taſted how good the Lord is, there will be a Fear leſt you 
ſhould hazard the ſmalleſt degree of the Manifeſtation of it. 
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CHAP. II. 
The Difference between Servile and Filial Fear. 


T E Third general propounded is to diſtinguiſh between Servile and Filial 
Fear ; between that Fear that is degenerate and ſlaviſh, and that which is 
" Ingenuous and Filial. The Latines diſtinguiſh theſe two ſorts of Fears by two 
Words, the one is called Mets, the other is called Timor ; Metes is the Fear which 
reſpes an ObjeQt, that may be injurious to me. Timor being derived from a Word which 
ſignifies Honour, imports a reverence of another, becauſe of his excellencies. One of 
theſe is that Fear which is ſlaviſh, and the other genuine and filial - Now there are 
ſeveral diſtinQtions which ſhall I preſent to you of thoſe two Fears, that ſo you may 
be able to judge whether you are a partaker of this Grace or no : You know there are 
many noxious Weeds which are very like to Garden Herbs ; but although they be 
like in appearance, yet the operations of them are very difterent. So there is a Si- 
militude between this Fear of God, and that ſlaviſh Fear which is in a Carnal Spirit ; 
yet they are vaſtly different in their effeQs. 

1. Firſt, The Fear that is ſlaviſh it is a Forced a, but that which is ingenuous is 
Voluntary. A flaviſh Fear proceeds from a judicial Impreſſion, ſtamped upon the 
Conſcience ; and ſo he that lyes under it makes it his deſign to break the Chains, 
and get himſelf at liberty ; but this Son-like Fear is the deſire of a Saint, Nehem. 1.11. 
We deſire to fear thy Name, it is the Treaſure of a Saint, Iſa. 33. 6. The fear of the 
Lord is his Treaſure. It 1s that to which he devotes himſelf, P/a/.119.3z3. Thy Servant - 
who is devoted to thy Fear, The Pear of a wicked Man is a judicial impreſſion ; for 
when the Spirit of Bondage ſtrikes upon the Conſcience, then it is filled with fears 
and terrours. But now the. Fear of a gracious Perſon, proceeds from himſelf, he 
takes the threatnings of God and endeavours to awe his own Soul therewith, 
2 Cor.5.10. Kyowing the terrors of the Lord we perſwade Men ; and this is the reaſon why 
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a Carnal Spirit, (one that hath this {laviſh Fear in him,) his great deſign is to break > 
the Fetters of Conſcience, to looſe thoſe tyes, he would fain get out of that trouble- Chap. 3 
ſom ſtate. But now a gracious Spirit always cheriſheth this fear of God : He la- 
bours to know God more, that he may fear him more. And this is the reaſon likewiſe 
that this laviſh Fear is in ſuch a Soul only at ſome times, there are ſometimes violent 
impreſſions of Conſcience, ſome Zealous pangs which move the Soul ; and theſe Per- 
ſons are juſt like the Marble Pillars that will \weat in-moiſt weather, but retain their 
hardneſs ſtill : whereas a gracious Fear is not a violent Paſſion, but a ſerious Con- 
ſtitution of Spirit. Oh ſuch a Man Fears God always, and this (by the way) is 
one difference between the Grace of Love, and the Grace of Fear; Love is that 
Grace, that when we exerciſe it, the Soul ſpends its ſelf in violent Ejaculations towards 
God. Therefore in its Raptures it cannot be always in us; although there is a Love 
burning in the Soul always, yet not a Love flaming always, that cannot be : But now 
on. + of God is a Grace, which you muſt exerciſe every moment ſo far as it is 
poſſible. + 7 
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2. Secondly, That Fear that is degenerate and ſervile, doth merely ariſe from 
Guilt. Guilt firſt brought Fear into the World; when Adam was convicted of his 
diſobedience, then he feared and hid himſelf. See an eminent example of this, 

24 Afts 25, When the Apoſtle Paz! was called before the Governour Felix, you 
ſhall find the Priſoner at the Bar, by the help and advantage of, Conſcience, made the 
Governour to tremble. And as he reaſoned of Righteouſneſs, Temperance and Judgment 
50 come, Felix trembled, But now a gracious Soul his Fear doth not ariſe merely from 
ovilt, but it is a fear of reverence in reference to Gods PerfeCtions, it arifeth from the 
knowledge of God's excellency, it ſhall continue in Heaven it ſelf, when we are con- 
firmed in Glory ; when there will not remain the lealt degree of guilt, then ſhall we 
moſt fear God. As I have read a ſtory of a Perſon of moſt eminent Holineſs when he 
was a dying, he was filled with great Tremblings and Fears of God ; there comes 
' one to him and ſpeaks to him, T wonder (faith he) that you who know God do fo 
fear him! If 1 did know him more, I ſpould fear him more ; that was his dying 
anſwer. In Heaven the fear of God ſhall be perfeQted ; therefore it doth not merely 
ariſe from guilt. When God is leaſed to dart a Fire into the Bones of a Man, to 
caſt Stings into his Conſcience, then a carnal Man fears ; when his Heart is ſcorched 
- with the Eſtuations of thoſe Luſts whereia formerly he delighted himſelf (as a Fiſh 
ſometimes: is boiled in that very Water that formerly it ſported it {elf in) then doth 
2 carnal Spirit fear. But now a gracious Man when there is Peace within, when 
there is a bleſſed Serenity in the Conſcience, then, he fears the Lord ; therefore it is 
ſaid, The Churches walked in the Fear of God, and in the Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, atss g. 13 
there you ſee an Union between Fear and Joy. | | 
3. Thirdly, This he and ſervile Fear reſpeCts the diſmal Effefts of Sin, bur 
nok its evil Nature. They in whom this is 0» metuunt peccare, ſed metuunt ardere, they 
do not fear to fin, but Ay ras ro burn; or if they. fear Sin, it is merely in Reference 
to burning. The one is 1 zwor pane, the other is T:mor offenſe, the one fixeth it ſelf 
on the Puniſhment, the other regards the Offence ; the. one is awakened by the Ap- 
prehenſion of thoſe Judgments to which a Man 1s expoſed, the other regards the Evil 
which a Man hath done. A Child may fear to take up a burning Coal, that doth 
not fear to take up a black Coal, whic will ſoil and pollute it. A carnal Wretch 
' fears to meddle with that Sin that will create Terrours in his Conſcience, but is not 
afraid to meddke with that Sin which will defile him. The wiſe Man ſpeaking con- 
cerning this gracious Fear, calls it, The Fear of the Commandment, Prov. 13.13. 
but he that feareth the Commanament Far be rewarded, I deny not but ſervile Fear may 
ive a Check.to our Sins; but this doth not proceed from any Hatred of Sin, but from 
ear of Hell. To illuſtrate this by a Similitude, a Dog although his ravenous Na- 
ture do prompt him to take hold ofthe Meat, yet when the Staff is over his head he 
dares not touch it. A wicked Man while terrours of Conſcience are upon him, 
though he loves his Sin, yet he dares not venture upon it. What Epicure 1s there that 
is ſuch a Slave to his Appetite, that when he is under a Fit of the Stone, will venture 
on thoſe Meats that he knows will increaſe his Paroxiſm, and make his Pains more 
dolorous? and yet he may. love the meat very well: So it is here, ſuch a Perſon that 
hath this Caviſh Fear, although he loves his Sin, yet he may poſſibly be kept from 
it for fear of Hell, but this Fear is terminated only upon the Puniſhment. 


4. Fourthly, 
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4. Fourthly, Another Difference between theſe Fears is drawn from the Conti- 

nuance of them; this ſervile Fear uſually being a ſudden Paſſion, but the ingenuous 
Fear is a ſerious Conſtitution of Spirit. I ſhall apply to this purpoſe that which 
Ariſtotle ſpeaks concerning the Colours of Men; there are ſome Colours which 
proceed from Complexion, there are others which proceed from ſome ſudden 
Paſſion, Suppoſe the Queſtion be, what Complexion a Man is of ; if he be pale 
through Fear, or red for Anger, we cannot ſay that Man is of a pale or red Complexion, 
becauſe that is a ſudden thing : Ir is juft ſo here, one that is a carnal Wretch, ſome- 
times when there are ſharp Pangs of Conſcience upon him, he may fear to ſin; but 
this Fear remains no longer than the Paroxiſm of the burning Ague, it may be nor 


 {o long, for ſome few Hours only ; but the gracious Spirit always maintains this Fear 


Tech. 7. 5+ 


you faſt unto me? But this is the End of their Duties, to quiet Conſcience, an 


in him, Bleſſed ;s the Man that feareth always; The one is but a ſudden Paſſion, the 
other is the Complexion of the' Soul. 


5. Fifthl,, They vaſtly differ 1a their Excitations to that which is good, and that 
in two reſpects, | 


x. In reſpe& of the Extent of that good, to which carnal Fear doth 
excite a Man. | 


2. In reſpett of the manner of Performance. 


r. Firſt, Tn reſpe& of the Extent of that Good. He that is a Slave, and fears God 


ſervilely, his Fear prompts him bur ro ſuch a degree of good as he judgerh to be ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for his own Peace ; ſuch a Perſon will give God but Gold-Weight ; 


he will not perform thoſe Duties to which Natural Conſcience by ſome Spear or 
Goad doth not excite him. But the Fear that is ingenuous and filial, 'excites the 
Soul to a more liberal Degree of Service; therefore it is ſaid, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Perfedting 
Holineſs ia the Fear of God. So Phil, 2. 12, Work out jour own Salvation with fear and 
trembling. Now reduce this to your particular State, and make an Enquiry, whe. 
ther the Fear that you bear towards God, doth onely excite you to ſome Ditties which 
the very Light of Natural Conſci:nce diſcovers and commands ; or whether or no, 
doth it engage your Hearts to all the Duties of Holineſs ? 

2. Secondly, In reſpe& of the manner of Performance. This is the uſual Temper 


of ſervile Fear, it excites a Man to the bare Att of the Duty, without regard to thoſe 


Qualities which ſhould attend that AQ and that Duty, Thus he that is a Slave and 
fears God merely for his Wrath, poflibly he will pray and hear the Word ;. bur his 
Prayers are but a little motion of the Lips, they are Spiritleſs Devorions. He prays 
like a Parrot, without a Correſpondency of his AﬀeGtions to that which he prays ; 
and what is the reaſon of it? Becauſe Natural Conſcience is quiet for the A& done. 
Whereas now an ingenuous Fear cauſerh the Soul, in Prayer, to labour that it may 
be in a Flame, and endeavour to raiſe the AﬀeCtions ro the higheſt pitch and degree. 
He that fears as a Slave, though he makes God the ObjeQ of his Duty, he doth nor 
make him 'the End of his Duty. And therefore faith the Lord, When you faſted, did 

that all 
might be peaceable within, Whereas ingenuous Fear excites the Soul to perform 
Duries in ſuch a manger, as may be acceptable to the Father of Spirits. 


6. Sixthly, Theſe Fears differ in their Reſtraints from Evil, and that likewiſe in 
a double Reſpect. 


x. In reſpect of the Nature: of thoſe Evils from whence they are 
reſtrained. | 


2, In reſpe& of the manner of their Flight from them. 


1. And Firft, In reſpe& of the Nature of thoſe Evils from which they are re- 
rained. Servile Fear .it checks the Soul from thoſe black Sins which ſtare ia the Face 
of a natural Conſcience, thoſe fins which are of the firſt Magnitude, and of a Crimſon 
Dye, which do wvaſtare Conſciemiam, waſt the Conſcience, theſe Sins ſlaviſh Fear 
will keep a Man from ; bur for other fins, which (although they do nor leave ſo 
great a Blot upon the Name, yet they may leave a very great Stain upon the Soul) 
they do not regard. To give you an Inſtance ; a natural Man that lies under' this 
flaviſh Fear, fears to kill a Man, but not to hate or bear a Spleen apainita Man ; 
and yet this is Murder ina degree. Such a Man fears attually to defile himſelf with 
a Woman ; but he cheriſheth ſpeculative Wantonneſs, and gazeth on the Image of 
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the Luſt, it may be whole days in his Fancy; and yet this is the Adultery of the 
Heart, but this he doth not regard : But where there is' an ingenuous Fear, -this 
cauſeth a Perſon not onely to fly fin, but the Appearance of it, to fly the ſmalleſt ſin 
as well as the preateſt ; Ge as there is the ſame reaſon of the Roundneſs of a Ball, as 
there 1s of a Globe, ſo there is. the ſame reaſon he ſhould fly.the' ſmalleſt ſin as the 


— 
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greateſt. Thus an ingenuous Child fears not onely viſible Diſobedience, but declines 


the very Colour of it. A chaſt Wife doth not onely fear to break the Marriage Kaot, 
but flies every ſign of Diſloyalty, and will not bring upon her ſelf the leaft Suſpi- 
cion of her Chaſtity ; ſo that in reſpe& of the Nature of the Evils declined, there is 


2 valt Difference. ; 


2. Secondly, Tn reſpe& of the manner of their Flight : For that Fear which is 'de- 
generate and ſervile, although it may withdraw the Soul from the ACtion, it doth 
not crucifie the AﬀeCQtion to ſin; but now a gracious Spirit doth not onely* forbear' 
ſin, but abhor it ; he doth not only leave it, but loth tt, In the one the Faculties are 
bridled up, in the other the Will is healed; the one doth ab/coxdere hide his' ſip, and 
—_— himſelf from outward AQts; but the other doth ab/cindere, he cuts off fin by 
the Roots. | 


7. Seventhly, Servile Feat drives a Man from God, but Filial Fear unites a Man to 
God, He that is a Slave, his great Care is how he may hide himſelf trom God ; but he 
that is a Son his great Care is, that God do not hide himſelf from him. A Slave 
is afraid to find God, a Son is afraid leſt he ſhould loſe him. St. A«fzz doth ad- 
mirably explain' this by the different Fear the Harlot hath of her Husband, from 
that which the Wife hath, who is Loyal and Vertuous. The Harlot faith he, 1/z 
timet ne veniat, ſhe fears leſt her Husband ſhould come Home ; but the Vertuous 
Wife i//a timer ne deſerat, the fears leſt he ſhould depart. The Harlot fears leſt her 
Husband ſhould chaſtize her, but the Vertuous Wife leſt he ſhould forſake her. 
Thus it is here, he that is a Slave all his deſign is this, how he may hide himſelf 
from God ; but a gracious Soul doth leſs fear God*s Blows, than his Abſence, he can 
| better brook his Stroaks than the withdrawing of his Countenance. 


$. E:gbthly, Servile Fear is an earneſt of Hell ; Filial Fear is the beginning of Hea- 
ven. Servile Fear 1s the Fruit of the Covenant of Works, and therefore the begin- 


ning of Sorrow. Filial Fear is the Produ& of the Covenant of Grace ; for faith the 


Lord, My Fear I will plant and put in: their hearts, and fo it is the Initials of Glory. 
Servile Fear is one of the Black Train of AﬀeQtions that ſhall accompany Sinners to 
another World ; all the bright part of their Aﬀe&ions ſhall leave them, their Joy, 
' their Hope, and their Delight ; but their Fear, Sorrow, Deſpair and Hotrour, ſhall 
accompany them for ever : But now the Fear of God which 1s Son like and ingenuous, 
that doth endure for ever, that ſhall be compleated in Glory. There are ſome Gra- 
ces in a Saint that are Relative Graces, that reſpect the preſcnt State, as Repentance 
and the Juſtifying Faith of a Saint ; but the Fear of God, that is the Eternal Ho- 
mage and Tribute which the Creature mult pay to him, and therefore it ſhall cons 
tinue for ever. _. 
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The Effefts and Produfts of Filial Fear. 


HE Fourth General propounded is to ſhew what are the EffeQts and Prod 
of Filial Fear ; they are rheſe, 


T 


r. Firſt, The Fear of God produceth a Flight from Sin : This is ſo Eſſential to the 
Fear of God, that it makes up its Deſcription, the Fear of God is to depart from Evil, 
In the 19 Pſalm 9 v. you have an Expreſſion there, 7he Fear of the Lora s clean; it 
is clean formaliter, it 1s clean in it ſelf; it is clean efeiZ;we, as it makes us clean ; that 
Perſon that thus fears the Lord will not ordinarily negle& the leaſt Duty, aor commit 
the leaſt Sin for the greateſt Good. The Fear of - God is Anime wigil & cuſtos, it is 
the Sentinel and the Guard of the Soul, which is very vigilant that no Temptation may 
enter in, nor no Corruption may pals out. 

2. Secondly, Another Effe&t or ProduCt of this Fear of God, is a careful Search after 
the perfet Knowledge of God's Will, that ſo a Man may not offend him (and this pro- 
ceeds from the former) Pſal. 86. 11. Teach me thy way, O Lord, :d 1 will walk in thy 
truth,nnite my heart to fear thy name. Here you ſee the Conjunction of theſe two ar von 


A Maa that is a Stranger to this Fear, makes it his deſign to preſerve his Conſcience 
from the Command of the Light of the Word. Lazy Perſons lie upon their Beds 


of Eaſe, and draw their Curtains that no Beam may dart in upon them ; they are 


_ afraid of the ſhining Light, leſt it ſhould ſcorchthem; they are afraid Conſcience ſhould 


know what is the Will of God leſt it ſhould perform its Office of accuſing them : But 
one that fears God ingenuouſly, he tries what is the acceptable and good Will of 
God. Thus it was with Job, chap. 34. 32. That which I ſee not teach thou me : If I have 
done Iniquity I will do no more. This is the Temper of a Perſon that fears God; and 
indeed you may carry this through all Relations. This is the Fear of a Son, who will 
enquire what is his Father's Will that he may not diſpleaſe him. The Care of a 
Wife.is this, ſhe will enquire what her Husband's Diſpoſition is, that ſhe may not 


contradict him : It is a neceſſary Effect of Fear to make a Perſon full of Enquiries after 
the Will of him whom he endeavours to pleaſe. 


Js Thirdh, This Fear hath a great Influence upon our Performance of the Duties 
of Worſhip, 


x. It compoſeth the Soul. 
2, It makes it aweful in the diſcharge of them. 


x. Firft, It compoſeth the Soul, P/a/. 86. 11. Unite my heart to fear thy Name. 
There is a natural Lightneſs in the Spirits of Men, and when we come to Religious 
Duties our Thoughts are like a Bird in a Cage, it flutters the more becauſe it 1s in- 
cloſed ; our Thoughts then are full of ſuch a light Diſcurrency as Chaff in the Wind, 
or Duſt in the Air; but now the Fear of God binds up the Soul from flitting. The 
Fear of God brings the Soul to a Conſiſtency when it waits upon God in Religious 
Duties. He rhat ſtops the Sun 1n its Flight, and the Waves in their Courſe, doth 
bind up our "Thoughts by his Fear. This is the Grace that unites our Thoughts to- 
gether. And therefore you may try your ſelves by this, whether or no whea you ap- 
proach the Throne of Grace doth the Fear of God compoſe your Spirit, doth it cauſe 
"ou to endeavour to get and keep your thoughts upon that, which then is required 
of you ? 

n Seconaly, It renders the Soul aweful and ſolemn in the Preſence of God. We 
read, Heb. 12. 28, 29, Wherefore we receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved, ler 
us have Grace whereby we may ſerve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear, for our 
God is « conſuming fire; {uch a Perlon when he comes to any Duty, ſees him that is 
inviſible, and therefore fears before him. A gracious Soul although he be not always 
fervent as he ſhould be, yet he will be always reverent, (fo it always is when Grace 
hath any aQiings in the Soul) for the loweſt degree of Grace is this, to compoſe rhe 
Spirit in the Sight of God, Therefore it is ſaid, Ecc/. 5. 1. Keep thy foot when thou goeſt 
70 the Houſe of God ; and certainly whenſoever this Grace doth exerciſe its Power i 


in any 
degree, one of the firſt Effetts of it is this, to make the Soul Reverent and Solemn 


in the Apprehenſicn of God's PerteCtions. 
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4. Fourth, Moderation in the Enjoyment of lawful things is another ProduQt of DA 
God's Fear, and that upon a double Account. ESI Chap. 4. 


at... 


ee 


1. In-reſpeCt of the Striatneſs of the Law. 7 
2. In regard of the Deceitfulneſs of the Heart, 


1. Firſt, In reſpect of the Stritneſs of the Law. It is but a narrow Path, and we 
are very ready to ſwerve from it. As one that walks upona Rope is very.careful to 
poize himſelf, ſo that his Body may not ſlip aſide ; ſo is one that hath a Som-like 
Fear, he knows that there 1s but a little ſtep between the Allowance of God and the 
Deſires of our Luſts; and therefore he will not do all that he may, leſt he do more 
than he ſhould, Such a Perſon when he taſts the Honey, will be careful of his 

Hs that they be not dipt in the Slime of it, that..ſo he may; like \the Bee 
Keep his Courſe and Voyage to Heaven free. Such a Perſon conſiders with himſelf 
that more periſh by Meat, than by Poyſon; becauſe we are careful to keep.our ſelves 
from Poyſon ; but Meat is the Suſtenance of our Lives,” In licitis perimus omnes, 
We all periſh by the Abuſe of things lawful, or moſtly do ſo. * & 

2. Secondly, In reſpett of the Deceitfulneſs of the Heart : We are ſo apt to tranſ- 
greſs thoſe Limits which are preſcribed to us. Who is there among us but is apt to 
abuſe the Sweetneſs of Grace to Looſneſs, the Power of Grace to Lazineſs, the Aſſh- 
rance of Grace to Security, and the Allowance of Grace to Licentiouſheſs? And there- 
fore becauſe our Hearts are naturally ſo deceitful, and To prone to tranſgreſs, ſuch a 
Perſon is very moderate in the uſe of lawful things. When he eats and drinks, this 
is his Rule, he will eat ſo much as will neither unfit himſelf for Duty, nor difpoſe 
himſelf to Sin; ſo much as may neither diftemper Nature, nor diſturb Grace ; ſo 
much he will venture upon the Enjoyment of the Creature, as may be a Motive and 
Excitement to raiſe up his Soul to God. This is the proper Effe& of Divine Fear. 


5. Fifthly, Thisis another ProduRt of Filial Fear; it cauſeth in the Soul upon the 
leaſt Apprehenſion of God's Diſpleaſure a double Enquiry, 0 


1. How we have provoked God? EI 
2. How we may appeaſe him ? $ TORTIE, 
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1. Firſt, How we have provoked him? Such a Soul hath a very « 
cover the Lord's Anger; and when the Lord doth withdraw himſe 
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A tion, he brings himſelf 'ta his fixed Temper ; as it you put Water and Oil ina Glaſs, 
Chap. 5: if you ſhake the Glaſs the Water may get up:n the Oil; but let the Glaſs ſtand till, 

| then the Oil (as a Triumphant Conqueror) will recover the Supremacy : So here, 
although in a Temptation, the Fear of Man ma 6 pb him, yet when he 


compares a mortal Creature to an Immortal God, then doth the Fear of God quench 
all other Fears. 


SS: T1 ws 
The Confeftency between the Fegr of God, and Faith, Love, Hope, and Foy. * 


5. H E Fifth General that was propounded, was to ſhew the Conſiſtency that 

is between the Fear of God, and Faith, Love, Hope and Joy ; and before 

= 1 ſhew you the particular Agreement between theſe Graces, Let me pre- 
miſe theſe three things. _ 


1. Firff, Know that there is an abſolute neceſſity of their Union in the Soul of a 
gracious Perſon upon this Account, :becauſe although Sin and Grace oppoſe one ano- 
ther, yet Grace and Grace doth not, they all proceeding from the ſame Root and 
Cauſe which is the Spirit of God. It is the Opinion of ſome, that Grace in the Soul 
is bur one Hahit, and according to the Variety of Acts which it produceth, ſo it re- 
ceives ſeveral Titles ; as'you know the Ocean as it waſheth ſeveral Shores, ſo it re- 
ceiveth ſeveral Names ; {6 they think, that the Habit of Grace as it believes in God 
is called Paith, as it depends upon him for the Performance of ſome good it is Hope, 
as it feareth him ſo it.is. thus antitled ; but granting this 1s not a Truth, ſuppoſe that 
every Grage is a ſeveral Habit, 'yet they all very well agree, and it muſt be ſo. | 

2. Secondly, There is a Conveniency in this Agreement of the Graces of the Spirit ; 
as thus, one doth contemper and corre $he Exorbitances which otherwiſe would be 
in another, as I ſhall particularly ſhew you when I come to the particular Graces. 

3. Thirdly, There 1s an aCQtual Exiſtence of theſe Graces in the Soul ; for as the 
are joyned together in Scripture, ſo they are experienced by every Believer. Theſe 
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_ things being premiſed. 
Go ad I ſhall begin with the firſt Grace. There is an Union between Faith and 
Fear'in the Soul; for that conſider, that the Fear of God although it doth weaken the 
"Security of the Fleſh, yet jt never weakens the Certainty of Faith. There is a di- 
firuſtful Fear which Faith expels, but there is an awful dread which Faith cheriſheth, 
and this is that Fear which we are ſpeaking. of ; the Fear of God and Faith are re- 
ciprocal Cauſes of. each other, for Faith produceth Fear, and Fear produceth Faith, 
or improves it. Firſt, 'Faith produceth this Fear, Heb. 11. 7. By faith Noah being 
warped of Cog of things not ſeen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an Ark, &c. where 
tt is obſervable; Noah di believe an hundred Years before the Flood came, that there 
would be ſuch a DeſtruQion, and he believed that he ſhould be preſerved and reſcued 
from that DeſtruQtion (obſerve that) and yet Noah feared ; ſo that a Believer that doth 
not onely believe the Power. of the Threatner and the Truth of the Threatning, but 
believes he ſhall eſcape that threatning, yet he fears it; this is Noah's Caſe. If once 
Faith be quenched in the' Soul there will remain no Fear. Indeed Faith is 
the Eye that ſeeth all things in God; As to God all things are preſent, and there is 
neither firſt nor.laft, ſo doth the Eye of Faith ſee all things, in ſome Senſe, as pre- 
ſent; and therefore a believing Soul looks upon the Day 9K to be as real as 
if it were this Moment, becauſe he ſees it in God, and this cauſerh him to fear. 
Whereas take away this Faith and the Soul is then ſecure; it being with the Objes 
of our AﬀeSions in diftance of time, as it js with the Objets of Seale in diſtance of 
Place. When a thing is far diſtant from mine Eye, I cannot perceive it ; ſo when 
that which is evil 'is at a great diſtance from me, without the Eye of Paith, I ſhall 
never fear it ; every Evil doth abate ſo much de rerribili as it hath de futsro. But now 
Faith realizeth theſe things to the Soul, and ſo produceth Fear. (2.) This Fear doth 
improve Faith, For there is a Circle in theſe Cauſes, as there is a Commerce between 
Heaven and Earth; the Vapours that aſcend from the Earth cauſe Clouds, and thoſe 
Clouds deſcend in Showers, and ſo are the Cauſes of Yapours; fo it is with the 
| Graces 
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Graces of the Spirit. Faith produceth Fear, and Fear cauſeth the Soul more to be- A— 
lieve the Judgments of God and his Threatnings ; for when once the mind preſages Cl ap. 5* 
Evil and fears it, it will the more ſtrongly believe it. [The Scripture unites theſe* 
two Graces, Pſa 64.9, 10. All men ſhall fear, &c. the righteous ſhall be glad in the 
Lord, and truſt 'in him; here is an Union between theſe two Graces. 


2. Secondly, This Fear of the Soul is conſiſtent with Hope, Far and Hope in the 
Soul of a Chriſtian, are like the Cork andthe L: ad to a Net, the Cork keeps it from 
ſinking and the Lead keeps it from too much floating; ſo it is here, Fear keeps Ho 
from degenerating into Preſumption, and Hope keeps Fear from ſinking into Deſpair. 
If you do abſtratt Fear from Hope, the Soul will be lazy ; and if you do abſtra&t Hope 
from Fear, the Soul will fink into a Deſpondency. Therefore there muſt be a Fear 
with Hope, and that will appear, if you do conſider theſe three things. 


r. The Author of that Reward which Hope reſpeQts. 
2. The Tenure of the Conveyance of that Reward. 
3- The Quality of the Reward it (elf. 


Theſe three ſhew there muſt be fear with the Hope of a Chriſtian, 


1. Firſt, If you conſider the Author of that Reward, it is the Holy God; and 
therefore wherever there is a Hope to receive a Crown from his hand, there will be a 
Fear to diſpleaſe him. I will bring this down to a Temporal Caſe, thus. It is ra- 
tional thing to imagine that a Subjett doth hope to rife when he doth fear to dif. 
pleaſe his Prince, for the King is the Fountain of Honour ; and therefore if he doth 
not fear to diſpleaſe him, he can never hope to riſe by him. No, it is the Loyal 
Subject that fears to diſpleaſe. his Sovereign, that expeAs Advancement by him. 
A Chriſtian who doth not fear to diſpleaſe God, can never hope to be advanced by 
him. Ed 

2, Secondly, Tf you reſpe&t the Conveyance of this Reward, and that is expreſſed 
thus, Heb. 12.14. Follow Peace with all mew and Holineſs, withoat which no man. ſhall 
fee the Lord, This is the Condition upon which the Reward is promiſed, and there- 
fore it is ſaid, 1 John 3. 3. And every man that hath this Hops in him, parifieth himſelf 
even 4s. he is pure, hat Hope isthat? That is, he that expeQs to be cqaformed to 
Chriſt in Glory, he will imitate Chrift in Purity. Re CE Re 

3. Nay, Thirdly, Conſider the very Quality of the Rewatd, and that likewiſe ex- 


J 


cites Fear. For what is the Recompence of onr Hope but this, the Viſion-of God ? 
Now what ſaith our Saviour, 22. 5: 8. Bleſſed are the pure in hart, for thiy [ball ee 
God, who is a pure God ; ſince the Happineſs of a Saint is the Sight of the pure'God, 


there muſt be Purity of Heart to diſpoſe him for it. The Air above is ſo pure that 

no Sin can live there. And therefore wherever there is Hope of Jevven, there. it\uſt 

be a Fear of Sin, becauſe Heaven conſiſts in an abſolute Freedom from it. Now 

there muſt be Hopg with Fear for theſe two Reaſons, for _ | Rage 5 
x. Fear without Hope defiles the Soul. 
2. Fear without Hope ruines the Soul. 


$5 
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Firſt, Tt defiles the Soul; for it renders our guilt more Omnipotent than God's 
Goodneſs ; it makes Sin to be as infinite an Evil as God is an infinite Good. And 
what is this but to debaſe God ? and thus it ſtains the Soul. WR Ot aun FEE 

2, Fear without Hope ruines the Soul, and drives a Man to a wretched Neglet 
of all the means of Recovery, and to a dreadful Flight from God. As tlie Froft ard 
Cold in Winter do-ſo bind up the Influences of the Earth, that it cannot prodtice. its 
Fruits; ſo theſe AﬀeCtions of Fear and Deſpair do ſo bind up tlie Soul that it cantiot 
exerciſe Atts of Dependance upon God; and therefore there muſt be a Mixture of 
theſe two Graces in the Soul, that fo the repenting Sintier when he deſpaits in biin- 
| ſelf, may hope in God. When he ſees nothing within him, nothing below hit to 


help him, yet he may ſee ſomething above him, that is, the Mercy of God. 


3. Thirdly, There is an Union in the Soul between Feat and Love. Love without 
Fear would become ſecure, and Fear without Love would become flaviſh Love is 
the deareſt Companion of this Fear; there is nothing more fearful than an ingenuous 
Love, and nothing more loving than a Filial Fear. Theſe two Graces do __ 

it 
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A knit the Soul to God. Love is that Grace which unites. the Soul to God, and Fear 


Chap. 5- keeps the Soul from departing from God. I will pat my fear in their hearts that ” [ball 
0 


not depart from me. Theſe two Graces have the ſame Promiſes made to them ; you 
ſhall find Pſalm 145. rg, 20. He will fulfil the deſires of them that fear him, he alſy mill 
hear their cry and will help them, the Lord preſert eth all them that love him. Theſe two 


Graces do embrace and ſupport each other. 


Cbjettion, Doth not the Scripture tell us, there is no fear in love, x John 4. 18. but 
perfect love eaſteth out fear. 


Anſwer, This Fear that is here made unreconcilable with Love, is not a Fear of God's 
Judgments, but a Fear of Perſecution in the World; and fo indeed, when our Love 
is perfeQted it conquers the Fears of Death, "Thus Tertulian of old underſtood this 
place, ſaith he, What fear can be underftood here, but the Author of our denial of C briſt. 
QOgem amorem perfettium y fugam timoris? What perfect Love muſt we underſtand 
here, but that which puts fear to flight, and that which animates us to a Confeſſion of 


Chriſt? And there are three Reaſons which confirm this Interpretation. 


=_ 


1. The firſt is drawn from that Exprefſioa in the 17th Verſe, Herein is our Love 
made perfett, that we may have boldneſs in the Day of Judgment, which may be 1nter- 
preted thus; Herein is our Love made perfect and crowned, that we may have 
Boldneſs in the Day of Temporal Judgment, when we are arraigned before Princes 
for the Cauſe of Chriſt. ” 

2. Secondly, Conſider the Parallel that is made between Chriſt and us, becauſe as he 
85, f we are in the World; what is the meaning of it ? That is, as Chriſt upon Earth 
laid down his Life to ſeal the Truth, ſo while we are in this World upon the Call 
of God's Providence, we ſhould lay down our Lives tor the Confeſſion of the Truth, 

3. Becauſe it is ſaid in the 18h, Verſe, He that feareth is not made perfeft in Love, 
and fear hath torment in it, that is, there isa Rack, a Pain, that is conveyed by the 
Fear of Death, aSit is ſaid, Heb. 2. 1 I. who all therr aays were under 4 Spzrit of bondage 
through fear of . Death. - And wherever there 1s a Fear of Death there cannot be a Per- 
fe of of Chriſt ; for the Perſon that is a Coward is next to an Apoltate. That 
Perſon which fears Death is ready to apoſtatize from Chriſt, when his Life is in 
Danger : But when this perfe&t Love of Chriſt reigns and triumphs it is ſtronger than 
Death. How fads ori foever Death 1s, yet the Love of Chrif will cauſe the Soul 
to imbrace it ; if this Interpretation be: either Novel to you, or if you think it not 
ſo Genuine, you may reconcile the Text by my Doctrine ; for then underſtand here, 
a {laviſh Fear of God meerly as of a Judge, which is inconſiſtent with Love ; but for 
| cup I know the other Senſe may comport well enough with the meaning of the 

pirit. | | 


4. Foerthly, Another Grace that is united in the Soul with this holy Fear is Joy. 
Thus is a Riddle to a Carnal Spirit, and yet it is one part of the Myſtery of Godlineſs 
which Grace teacheth, and which a holy Soul is inſtruted in. Hence it is faid in 
Scripture, That they did rejoyce in God's Goodneſs, and yet they feare 


ra his Goodneſs. 
x. Our Fear qualifies Jo 


2, EL Joy doth - {OE and evidence our Fear to be of the right 
ind. 


Firſe, This Fear of God qualifies our Joy. If you abſtrat fear from Joy, Joy 
will become light and wanton; and if you abſtra& Joy from Fear, Fear then will 
become flaviſh. Hence it is faid, Pſalm 2. 11. Rejoyce with trembling. There is a ſweet 
Contemperation of theſe Graces. In Heaven God is equally rejoyced in and feared, 
and while we are here below we ſhould afpire to that Heavenly Temper. Then doth 
the Soul moſt kind] rejoyce in God, when it is filled with an awful Admiration of 
his Goodneſs ; for this Fear doth not contra the heart as Grief doth, but inlargeth 
the Heart in ep ible: wel TIA 
Secondly, This Joy characterize our Fear, and evidence it to be of a right 
ſtamp. So you ſhall find 112 P/al. 1. Bleſſed is the man that feareth the Lord, that 4 
lighteth greatly in his Commandments. ; 


DOSE” 


| 


lt; 


l/ 


ee, P . 


, » # "& © 
- 
" 4 
Ms — ks __ vw 7 I. | a YT "I ent eo.——tnrondomdbcnam tmrmon cm 4 i iti 


A Diſcouſe of the Fear of God. 
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Anſwering ſome QueSioris, bow far and in what manner the Threatnings of 
the Word fhwld work upon the Fear of a converted Perſon. 

6. HE Sixth General, There are ſome Queſtions which I ſhall fropotind 
concerning this Grace, and fo ſhall clear ObjeQtions asT handle them. 


Queſtion 1. Firſt, How far ſhould the Threatnings of the Word work upon the 
Fear of a converted Perſon ? | Cr eres Ee 

I anſwer, Every AﬀeQtion muſt be exerciſed upon its proper ObjeQ ; for they were 
planted by the hand of God in the nature of the Reaſonable Creature, and therefore 
none of them muſt be eradicated, but muſt be regularly exerciſed. Now as the Love 
of God is the Loadftone of my Love, ſo the Juſtice of God is the Obje& of my Fear, 
an] therefore theſe Threatnings muſt work upon the Soul. = oh oe ng pies 

2. Secondly, That (heſe Threatnings muſt work upon the Soul, it appears by this ; 
becauſe they are parg of the Medium whereby God goth bring the Soul to himſelf, 
and whereby he doth dire& the Soul in the way that leads to Life. There 1s an Ini- 
tial Fear in the Soul which prepares the way for the Spirit of Adoption, and ſome» 
times is in the Soul before ever the Holy -r hath taken up his Reſidence there. 
As you know the Sun befor: ic riſeth, darts forth ſome Light into that part of the Hea- 
vens where it is not preſent. Thereis alſo a Fear of Gods Judgments whic!: hath not 
oaly hs Spirit for its Original, but the Spirit for its Companion. This Fear of God's 
Threatnings is not onely from the Spirit but with the Spirit, and therefore the Spirit. 
of God is called the Spirit of Fear, Iſx. 11.2. Now this Fear the Spirit makes uſe of 
while we live in t!.'* World, to d:rect us in the Way to Heaven. Therefore ſince the 
Terrours cf the Lord are part of the Spirits Diſcipline, certainly a gracious Man 
ſhould fear God's Threatnings. | 

3. Thirdly, 1n the Scripture the Threatnings of God are frequently propounded to 
Believers, and certainly they ſhould work upon their Fear. The Fear of God's 
Tudgments is not too ſervile a Paſſion to be in a Child of Light. The Apoſtle Paal 
certainly knew the Mind of God and the Tenour of the Goſpel, and yet you ſhall 
find his choſen Arguments to excite us to ſerve God are many times drawn from the 
Fear of his Judgments. There are two places very remarkable, one in the 12. Heb. 
and the two laſt Verſes, Wherefore we receiving « Kzngdom which cannot be moved, let 
us have Grace whereby we may ſerve God acceptably, with Reverence and Gedly Frar. Foy 
ourGod is a conſuming Fire, Now oblerve, that the Apoſtle ſpeaks here ro thoſe that 
had an Intereſt in the K;zngdom which cannot be moved: And faith the Apoltle, Ler as 
have Grace, that is, Let us exerciſe Grace ſo as to approach and ſerve him wirh Godly 
Fee; and why, for car God is a conſuming fire. The other'Scripture is in Phil. 2. 12. 


Work eat your owa Salvation with Fear and Trembling, Where you may obſerve the 
Apoſtle doth <:nphatically ſpeak, not of doing it with Faith and Love, but with Fear 
and Trembling ; and this Fear and Trembling is a Poſture fit for us till we come to 
the Gate of Heaven. To conclude this Queſtion, know that our Saviour who was 
the Author of the Goſpel, preacheth it ro his Diſciples, Lek. 12. 5. Fear him which 
after he hath killed, hath power to caſt into Flell ; yea, I ſay unto you, fear him. And 
therefore thoſe wanton Spirits that are all for Oily Do&trines, that will endure to 
hear of nothing but the Riches of Grace, cheat themſelves; they flatter themſelves 
into Hell wit! vain Hopes of Heaven. As I muſt rejoyce in God for his Goodneſs, 
ſo I muſt fear him for his Juſtice ; therefore this is clear, the Threatnings of God 
muſt work upon Believers. 


Caeſtion 2. In what 'manner muſt the Fear of God's Judgments work upon Be- 
lievers ? I anſwer in theſe Propoſitions, 


1. Firſt, Tn the general all our Religious AQts muſt be ultimately terminated upon 
God. Take that as a Rule, as his Commands muſt be the Principle to ſway the 
Conſcience, {. |-'; Glory muſt be the Aim and the Deſign of a Chriſtian, God muſt 


be the beginning, the middle, the end of all our AQtions; and therefore when I come 
to diſcourſe what Influence Fear muſt have, carry this with you. 


2. Although 
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rue SET Although the Command of God muſt be the ground of my Obedience, yet the 
23P-;2 Fear of God may be an Excitation to it. The Command of God is the ratio formalis 
-" > © of the Obedience of the Creature, the Fear of God may be the ratio martiva, Take 
all Rewards and Puniſhments and abftraft them from the Command of God, yet 
the Command of God obligeth us; but add theſe and they will more powerfully in- 
force it. A Cypher is nothing in it ſelf, but add it to a Summ and it increaſeth the 

Summ : Rewards and Puniſhments being added to the Command do inforce it. 

3. The Fear of God ſhould work upon us in this manner, to be a Bridle to check 
and reftrain.us from Sin. For. you ſhall find this to be the Method of the Goſpel, 
where God perſwades us to Duties he propounds Reward ; when he difſwades us 

4 from Sin he preſents and urgeth Judgments ; therefore in this manner ſhould Fear 
Lo work upon the Soul; Rom, 8. 13. For f ye live after the fleſh ye ſball die, there is a * 
3 = | Check trom Sin ; but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the Deeds of the Boay, ye ſhall 
live, there is an Encouragement to Duty. ob 

4. This Fear of God's Judgments, or of the Threatnings of God, its chiefeſt Sea- 
ſon is then, when ſome preſent Temptation preſſeth upon us, when Conſcience and 
the AﬀeQions are divided, when Conſcience doth withdraw a Man from Sin, and 
when his Carnal AﬀeRtions draw him forth to it, then {hould the Fear of God come 
in. Itisa holy Deſign for a Chriſttan to counterballance the Pleaſures of Sin with 
the Terrours of it, and thus to cure the Poyſon of the Viper by the Fleſh of the Viper. 
Thus that admirable Saint and Martyr Biſbop Hooper, when be ame to die one en- 
deavour'd to dehort him trom Death by this, O Sir, confider, that Life 7s ſweet, and 
Death is bitter ; preſently he replyed, Life ro come is more ſweet, and Death to come is 
wore bitter, and ſo went to the Stake and patiently endured the Fire. Thus as a 
Chriſtian may ſometimes outweigh the Pleaſures of Sin by the Conſideration of the 
Reward of God, ſo ſometimes he may quench the Pleaſures of Sin by the Conſide- 
ration of the Terrours of God. We read of our Lord Jeſus, that he did outweigh 
the' Shame of the Croſs by the Glory of his Exaltation, Heb, 12. 2. . He was not aſha- 
med of the Croſs, becauſe of the Glory that was ſet betore him. So a Chriſtian 
may thus conſider with himſelf, that Communion with God exceeds all the Gratifi- 
cations of the Senſes ; that there is more pleaſure in one Minutes Enjoyment of his 
Love than in all the carnal dreggy Delights of the World for ever : And on the other 
ſide, he may make uſe of this Fear. 

5. I conceive this, That the Fear of God's Threatnings doth more ingenuouſly: 
2 work when it reſpe&ts the Loſs of Heaven than the caſting into Hell. For an ingenu- 
k. - ous Son doth not ſo much fear to be caſt into a Houſe of Correttion, as he fears dif- 
E ioheriting; ſo agracious Spirit coth more fear the Loſs of Gods Countenance, than all 
the _y pains that can be inflited upon him ; this 1s a Fear that is more ingenuous 
and filial. | 

6. The Fear of God's Judgments ſhould ſo far, and in this manner work upon 
every Chriſtian, as to render his Pardon the more welcome, and ro make the Grace 
and Love of God to ſhine forth with a brighter Luſtre. Oh ſuch a Perſon as tears 
the Power and the Terrour of God's Wrath, how will he eſteem Chriſt as the Crown 
of his Glory, as the Spring of his Joy, and as his Riches ! Oh ſuch a Perſon will break 
forth with the Apoſtle, God forbid that I ſhould glory in any thing but in the Croſs of 
Chriit, There is no Perſon that ever prizeth a Sanctuary or an A/y/um at ſuch a high 
Rate, ashe that is purſued by the Avenger of Blood ; and no Perſon will ever {cr a 
Value upon the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and upon the Mercy of God till he doth 
fear that Wrath that is endleſs and remedileſs. | 
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E T me preſs upon you this eminent Grace, a Grace that in this reſpe& hath 4 
ſpecial Prerogative and Singularity that attends it, whereas many other Graces 

| of the Chriſtian Life are but Reſpe&ive Graces, they onely concern ſome Per- 
ſons, ſome Conditions, and ſome States of Life; but the Fear of God, ſhall I call it 
a ſingle Grace or rather an univerſal Grace, that reſpe&s all Perſons in all States, and 
at all Times. It 1s not a greater Abſurdity for a Carpenter to be without his Rule; 
than for a Chriſtian to be without the Fear of God. This is that Grace which is the 
DireCtor of all other Graces, and therefore let us fear him. But eſpecially vpon this 
Account, fear the Lord becauſe it is the beſt Preſervative againſt ſia; The Love of 
God is that which conſtrains us to Service, the Fear of God is that which checks and 
reſtrains us from Difobedience. This will preſerve the Soul in the midſt of ſnares; 
lay but this Fear aſide and you will fall in plain Ground, Thus we read of Let, by 
the Fear of God he was preſerved in the midſt of defiled Sodom ; but when he laid + 
that aſide he ſinned upon the Mount. Therefore as you deſire to keep your ſelves ſpots 
leſs, ſo let the Fear of God reign in you. Remember our whole Lives are a continued 
Temptation, we walk in the midſt of ſnares. O conſider, that although the Enemy be 
without us, yet the Traitor is within us, .I mean our deceitful hearts; and therefore 
fear God with a Fear of Revereace, and fear your hearts with a Fear of Jealouly : If 
this Grace do but take its Regency in the Soul, the Devil may ſurround us, but he can- ; 
not ſurprize us.  It-is then with the Temptations of Satan as it is with caſting Fire 
upon a Marble Pavement, which can do no hurt ; but if you caſt in but one ſpark into 
Gunpowder. it cauſeth a Conflagration : If the Fear of God guards the Heart, the 
Temptations of the Devil are bur like caſting Fire upon Marble, there is no danger; 
but remove this Bridle once, and every Temptation, is like a ſpatk in Gunpowder. 
The World without us prevails over us becauſe of the World within vs, and it is 
onely the Fear of God that keeps the Sou! always upon its Watch and Guard, And 
conſider, it is as a Duty which 6 are obliged tonow under the Goſpel. There are - 
various Attributes in God, and as his Juſtice doth not devour his Mercy, ſo his | 
Mercy doth not violate his Juſtice; and there muſt be proportionable Aﬀettions . 
in us to the Attributes in God. As he is the God of Mercy, fo I ſhould love and : 
fear him too ; but as heis a juſt God, ſo our Fear is properly terminated upon him, 
Remember this, it every Grace of the Soul ſhould abr yet the Fear of God 
laſt of all remains ; that is the Bond of the New Covenant, I will put my Fear into 
their hearts that they ſhall not depart from me ; this is that Grace that is of moſt Uni- 
verſal Uſe and Influence in the Chriſtian's Life ; and therefore let us exerciſe this 
Duty, this AﬀeQtion, that ſo we may be truly wiſe, we may be wiſe for our ſelves, 
and wiſe towards God. 


CH AP: vt: 
What Heivenly Wiſdom is. 


HE Fear of the Lord is Wiſdom. Having opened the Subjeft the Fear of the 
Lord, the next thing to be opened is the Predicate, that is Wiſdom, Tt is records 
ed, Prov. 1. 7. that it is the beginning of Wiſdom, as it is ſo.in point of Order, ſo 
in point of Excellency, this is the Root, the Fulneſs, and the Perfe&tion of Wiſdom. 
his Fear of the Lord is that which will intitle a Man wiſe for ever. Now fot 
the more clear Diſcovery of this I will 


x. Conſider in the General what this Heavenly Wiſdom is: . _, 
2, Upon what account it is that the Fear of the Lord is Wiſdom, the 
moſt eminent Wiſdom, and without which Fear, Seraphical Ange- 
lical Wiſdom is nothing. | | 
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SA For the firſt of theſe, conſider there is a double Wiſdom, as Ariſtotle diſtinguiſh- 
Chap. 8. «4h ir. R 
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1, There is that which he calls a Wiſdom Univerſal. 
2. A Particular Wiſdom. 


| Now the Particular Wiſdom is this, when we ſee a Perſon excellent in an Art, we 
ſay that Man is wiſe as to that Profeffion. The Univerial Wiſdom and that which 
is in PerfeRtion is this,, when there is a Knowledge of thoſe Principles and Means 
which have a Tendency to a Man's abſolute Happineſs. Now this is the Wiſdom 
that here I ſhall treat of - and before I ſhew you the Connexion of God's Fear with 
ir, or how the Fear of God is this Wiſdom, we will conſider 


1. Wiſdom in its Cauſes. 

2. Wiſdom in its Objedts. 

3. Wiſdom in its AQts. 

4. Wiſdom in its Scope and Aim. 


; Firſt, The Cauſe of this Heavenly Wiſdom. This Wiſdom is a Divine Ray or 
Emanation which flows from the Father of Lights. There zs a Spirit in Man: and 
Jeb 32-8. rhe Inſpiration of the Almighty giveth them underſtanding. Man hath the Faculty, bur 
God muſt enlighten that Faculty. A Dial is capable to ſhew us the Hour of the 
Day, butthe Sun muſt firſt ſhine upon it : So the Underſtanding of Man is capable 
of Wiſdom, but God muſt ſhine upon it, ſo that in reference to its Cauſe and Original 
it is Heavenly. 
2, Secondly, Conſider the ObjeAs of this Wiſdom, and thoſe principally are 


Two. 
x. God, and 
2. A Mans ſelf. 


%. 


Theſe are the two Poles upon which Heavenly Wiſdom turos it ſelf. 


1. Firſt, God as he is Glorious in himſelfand good to us, ſohe is the Obje& of Spi- 
ritual Wiſdom. It is not the Knowledge of the Nature of Diamonds or Pearls that 
can enrich us, but the Knowledge of the wiſe God makes us wiſe ; this Wiſdom as it 
comes from God, ſo it returns to him, as thoſe Rivers that proceed from the Sea do 
empty themſelves into it. | 

2, There maſt be the Knowledge of a Mag's ſelf, and that in two reſpeQts. 


x. In reſpe&@ of his Capacity. 
2, In reſpect of his Immortality. 


1. In reſpect of his Capacity. There is an Unlimitedneſs in the deſires of a reaſo- 
nable Soul ; our deſires are not confined to thoſe degrees of Goodneſs which are ſecat- 
ter'd in the Variety of earthly things, but reach forth towards the whole Latitude of 
Good, they can never reſt nor acquieſce till they come to the Comprehenſiveneſs 
that is in God, and this is Wiſdom to know this Capacity ; for it is the greateſt 
Folly in the World for a Man to meaſure his Capacity, in reſpe& of his Senſes, 

2. Secondly, The Knowledge of the Immortality of the Soul, ſo that all mortal 
and periſhable Creatures are no more able to make the Soul happy, than the Light 

. of a Candle to give Day to the World. 
3- Thirdly, What are the Atts of this Wiſdom ? They are principally Three. 


i. Deliberation. 
2. EleQtion. 
3. Application. 


x. The firſt is Deliberation. A conſulting with our ſelves how we may advance 
our ſelves to the Fountain of Goodneſs, how we may be really and eternally happy, 
how we may ſecure our Souls which are our Jewel, with the Loſs of which the 
whole World weuld be but a ſpecious Beggary : And this ACt of Deliberation, con- 

fidering how we may make our ſelves happy, is the peculiar Excellency of a Man ; 
this is that which diſtinguiſheth him from the inferiour order of Creatures. i 
2. Secondly, 
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| 2. Secojidly, Eleftion or a Choice of thoſe Means which have an intrinſecal reſpelt LORA, 
the obtaining of that Happineſs, is another AQ of Wiſdom. Hence it is ſaid, Prov.2.10. Chap. 9: 
When wiſdom entreth into thine heart, (obſerve the Expreſſion) bare Know ledge enters WW 
into the Head, or it enters into the Tongue, but Wiſdom enters into the Heart ; it 
makes a Man to chuſe thoſe things which may promote his real Happineſs. 


3. Thirdly, Another AC of this Heavenly Wiſdom is an Application of our Light 
to Prattice, When we honovr our Knowledge by conformable AQts, *tis a fruit. of 
Spiritual Wiſdom ; and this is the great difference between Mental Knowledge and 
Prudential Judgment. Mental Knowledge is terminated in the bare Speculation of an 
Objet ; but that which is PraQical Judgment goes forth into the Converſation, 
Hence it is ſaid, Prov. 12. I Wiſdom dwell with Pradence. What is Prudence, but the 
ReduQton of our Knowledge to the various Occurrences of our Lives ? Divine Wiſ 
dom always ends in a good Converſation ; it is better known by the Life, than by 
Diſcourſe. Naked Knowledge is Jike the Light of the Moon, Men fleep by it ; but 
this Heavenly Wiſdom is like the Light of the Sun, Men work by it ; and therefore 
It is ſaid, Jam. 3.13. Who is a wiſe man and endued with knowledge among you? Let 
* him ſhew out of 4 good Converſation his Works with Meekneſs of Wiſdom. 


4. Fourthly, The Aim and Scope, and Defign of Spiritual Wiſdom is, to inable a 
Perſon to glorify God and to enjoy him; to glorify God that ſo God may be ho- 
noured by us, and to enjoy God that we may be honoured by him. Thus you have 
the Draught and Scheme of that Wiſdom that is Heavenly. 
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CHAT I 
_ How the Fear of God is Wiſdom. : 


2. Secondly, Hich brings me nearer to the Text. In what __— is the 
Fear of God this Heavenly Wiſdom? And that I ſhall anſwer 

FF T3 1n theſe Four Generals. 
The Fear of God is the beſt Wiſdom, becauſe 


x. It manageth the higheſt Buſineſs. 

2, It advanceth the iupream Intereſt, 

3. It avoideth the moſt deſtrutive Dangers. 

4- (In order to all theſe) Ir improves the belt Seaſons. 


1. Firſt, The Fear of God is Wiſdom, becauſe it manageth the higheſt Buſineſs. 
Wiſdom is not converſant about Toys, but in the guiding of the Soul co its Eters 
Reſt; in that is'Wiſdom expreſſed and exerciſed. We look upon a Man that ſpends 
his time in picking of Straws, and then in ſticking them upon his Cloths, as a Mad- 
man ; what is the reaſon of it ? Becauſe theſe Atts are below Reaſon. | So that Man 
that ſpends his Time and Strength in reference to the World only, isa Spiritual Fool : 
What is the reaſon of it ?. Becauſe theſe Attions are below a Chriſtian; and the'one 
1s as much Spiritual Folly as the other is Natural Phrenzy. AriFotle tells us, That 
Wiſdom is the Knowledge of the moſt honour:ble Truths, and of thoſe that are of 
the greateſt Concernment: Now the Fear of God is converſant about theſe, and 
that appears principally in this Particular ; this Fear' conforms our greateſt Aftions 
to that which is the greateſt Rule' of Wiſdom, and that is the Law of God; which 
is a Draught of his Will. Now the Will of God. as it is the Rule of Goodnefs, fo it 
is the Rule of Wiſdom ; and this Grace of Divine Fear ſquares all. our great Attions 
according to the Rule of the Word of God. This is that. Grace which deals with ig- 
viſible Sins, and thoſe that are not known to the Eye ofthe World; this is that Grace 
which ballanceth all our AﬀeRtions and cotreQts their Exceſs. All Temptations ateitiſy- 
ww grounded in Love of Pleaſures, Profits, or Honours. Now it is this Fear that cry» 
cifies the AﬀeQtions, is 'the- Mother of Obedience abd Devotion; and therefore cer- 
tainly becauſe it managethall, our higheſt Works, and conforms them to that Kyle 
that is perfet Wiſdom ;- This-Fear of God is moſt eminently Wiſdom, upon this 
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gain-Men'to be your Friends than a baſe Lomplrance 
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hen tents? 


AAA account. 'There is no ſuch Fool in the World as the careleſs Chriſtian, for that Perſon 
Chap. 9. js heedlcefs in his main Buſineſs ; and however this Fear of God may be inconve- 
ww, 


nient to our worldly Afﬀairs; however it may be troubleſome ro the Fleſh (for the 
World accounts it but a fond cy wean” and the Fleſh accounts it but a weak Folly) 
yer know thus much (for I ſpeak in anſwer to that Objection) it is true Wiſdom fr 
a Man to be eſteemed a Fool in the World. 1 Cor. 3.18. If any man among you ſeemeth 
10 be wiſe in this World, let him become a fool that he may be wiſe. This Fear by thus 
conforming our greateſt Ats to the Rule of Wiſdom, c_ 1s Wiſdom eminently ; 
when the Fear of God doth draw the Line, a Man's fteps muſt be very ftraight. 

2. Secondly, This Fear of God doth advance the ſupream Intereſt of the Soul, and 
therefore it muſt be the beſt Wiſdom. And here EY 

Firſt, Negatively, take all the Bleſſings of the World theſe are not the higheſt In. 
tereſt of the Soul; the purſuit of earthly things is more worth than the gain of 
them : That Perſon that waſts himſelf in the gain of worldly Advantages, doth (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) dig for Iron with a Mattock of Gold. Such a Perſon is like ſome 
fooliſh Children, which with a great deal of Toil and Sweat run after a Butterfly, and 
when they have got it, what is the Reward? A Worm between their. Fingers ; 
Alas, a great Eſtate many times proves Poyſon. But I am fure it is never Bread, it 


' can never give SatisfaQtion; therefore it 1s not Wiſdom principally, or only to follow 


that. Conſider, how many Men of baſeſt Spirits and loweſt Parts, have wrought 
themſelves into worldly Eſtates. He that looks for Happineſs in this World, it is as 
if a Man ſhould look for Treaſure in a Coal-pit, he is not likely to find it there; 
therefore in the next place Poſitively 

2. Secondly, 'The Fear of God promotes that which is the ſupream Intereſt of the 
Soul. * The Soul is more noble than the Body, and therefore that which makes the 
Soul happy muſt be our ſupream Intereſt. Sexeca hath written a whole Epiſtle upon 
this Subjet, What is rrae Wiſdom? And after he hath removed all natural Enjoy- 
ments and Excellencies, he doth reſolve true Wiſdotn to conſiſt in this; this is his 
Expreſſion, Then a Man is truly wiſe when he doth ad bomum revertere ſaum, return 
to his own good. Now what is the good of the Creature? Ianſwer, there is a dou- 
ble Good or Perfetion, which belongs to every Creature. 


1. The abſolute Good and PerfeQtion wherein it was ereaped, and that 
. . iS the PerfeQtion of 1ts Beavty. W 
2. There is a reſpeQtive Perfe&tion and Good for which it was created, 
and that is the Perfection of its Uſe, 


And therefore if you would know what is the ſupream Intereſt of the Soul? In one 
Word it is this, when a Soul doth arrive to the Image of God, which is the Perfe- 
Ction of its Beauty, and to Communion with God, which is the Perfe&ion of its Uſe. 

1. Firſt, Whena Soul arrives to the Image of God, which is the PerfeCtion of its 
Beauty. Thus we read, That Man was created after God's Image in Righteouſneſs 
and true Holineſs : Now this Grace of all other, - hath the mol powerful Influx 
upon the Converſation of a Saint, and therefore is moſt neceſſary to repair the Ru- 
ines and Decays of God's Image. 10, | [5 01 
-' 2, Secondly, As for the Enjoyment of God and Communion with him, this Grace 
likewiſe of all others hath the moſt excellent Power to bring us to that. 'The Fear 
of. God is that Grace which makes God our Friend, and therefore it promotes our 
higheſt Intereſt. ' Suppoſe a Man were to live for ever in'the World, I ſhould then 
Eſteem 1t a piece of Wiſdom for him to make the great ones of the World his Friends. 
Bur alas we mult appear before God as our Judge, and therefore to enfure God and 
get his Imape, and enjoy his Favour, is the higheſt and beſt Wiſdom. Yet let me 
add this by the way, that the Perſon that fears God drives on a double Intereſt, 
Prov. x6. 7. When « Man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he maketh his Enemies to be at peace 
with him. Take this therefore as a Rule, That a Religious Conſtancy 'will ſooner | 
un- 3 therefore he that fears God 
beſt promotes that Intereſt too. But however, ſuppoſe he doth not, the attaining of 

30d's Image and his Favour are the ſupream Intereſt of the Soul. The Fear of God 
-will-bring to- the Soul both PerfeQtion and SatisfaQtion, and therefore it is the beft 


*"" 3. Thirdly, The: Fear of God-enables the Soul to avoid the moſt deſtruRive dan- 


gers. Allthe wiſdom'of the 'World is exerciſed upon one of theſe irwo Points, either 
£0-0btain ſome good that -a-Man delires, or to decline ſome: Evil that a Man fears. 
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Now the Fear of God as it ehables a Man to attain to that which is aa infinite Good, > 
{o co avoid that which is an infinite Evil. By how much the more excellent and GP. 9 
more difficult the good is that we would obtain, and how much the ' more perillous  * © 
and imminent an evil is that he would avoid, by ſo much greater is the Wiſom that 
doth obtain the one, and avoid the other. Now the Wiſdom of God*s Fear teacheth 
us to obtain the higheſt Good, and to avoid the worſt and higheſt Evil. What is the 
greateſt Uanger in the World? It is not the Loſs of External Goods; for alas theſe - 
things are of a periſhing Nature, Riches take Wings and fly away, Honour depends 
upon the Fancy of another, Pleaſure dies in the very Enjoyment of it ; therefore the 
Loſs of theſe _ cannot be the greateſt danger. Nor can the enduring of the 
molt ſharp Afflictions in this Life be the greateſt Evil :. For conſider how 
many of thoſe that have been dear in God's AﬀeCQtions have lain under the greateſt 
_ Corrections; nay, they have triumphed over thenr ; therefore that is not the greateſt 3 
danger, But the Loſs of the Soul, that precious Jewel, that is more worth than the "2 

World, is the greateſt Loſs, and to endure the Terrours of God in Conſcience is the oo 
greateſt Miſery, Now the Fear of God doth enable the Soul to decline this Loſs, 
and to eſcape theſe Terrours, therefore it muſt be the greateſt Wiſdom. ET, 

4. Fourthly, fs order to all theſe things) the Fear of God doth improve the beſt 
Sealons. We eſteem it a great piece of Wiſdom in the World, for a Perſon to im- 
prove his time. There 1s no Perſon but hath his particular Seaſon and his time. Now 
the Fear of God teacheth us to impruve that Scaſon and Tume for our Eternal Good, 
and that upon a double account. Yo ; . {Þþ 

x. Firſt, In regard of the Gales of the Spirit's Motiops, which are very tranſient. 
For we cannot command the Clock of Mercy, to ſtrike when we pleaſe, theretore a 
Mn ſh uld improve every Seaſon : For it is ſaid, Phil. 2. 12. Work out your own Salvua- 
tion with fear and trembling, it follows, verſ 13. For it is God which worketh in You 
both to will and to do of his good pleaſure. It is the Fear of the Lord which excites a 
Man to blow up every ſpark into a Flame, and cheriſh every Motion of the Spirit, 
for he knows not how long this Breath of the Spirit will remain. Such a Perſon doth 
improve Opportunities. Now Opportunity is &&9& w-45, the Flower of Time. As 
a Flower may wither and decay, yet the Stalk remain; ſo a Man op eg his Oppor- 
nity,and yet enjoy time. The day of God's Patience is longer than the day of his Gracs ; 
there are many Perſons that live under Ordinances, but find *em altogether Lifeleſs ang 
Powerleſs as to their Souls; for they have loft their Opportunity, and God: with- 
draws his Spirit, .and ſtrives no more with'them. Now the Pear of Gad inables the : 
Soul to improve every Seaſon, left his Spirit ſhould withdraw. it lf. The Fear of God 
doth impreſs this Truth upon the Soul, that as the purchaſing of our Salyatipa.de- 
pends upon the Satisfaction of Chriſt, ſo the obtaiging of that Salyation depends up- 
on the, Improvement-of the Day of Grace, 2 Cor, 6. 2. Behold, yow is. rbe accepted 
time, now is the day of Salvation, 7 y 

2, This Fear of God cauſeth the Soul to improve the Seaſon that it enjoys, in re- | . 
ſpe of the Brittleneſs and Frailty of Life, our time being certainly ſhort. and. un- = 
certainly continued. He that 1s the Sovereign Lord ot our Perſons, i5' the Diſpaſer of 3 
our time. Death doth not follow the Courſe 'of . Nature, but the Order of God's dg- 
cree ; therefore it cuts off ſome in their Sins befgre they come to the Flower.::' Now 
the Fear of God impreſleth upon the Soul theſe Apprehenfians,. I cannot commend 
the Motjons of the Spirit, I cannot-lengrhen our the Thread of Life; therefgrsJ,will 
improve the preſent Seaſon. Thus 3s that Grace which cauſeth the Soul to-confider, 
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becauſe Eternity depends upon my time, it is moſt precious, and thergfore. villine 
prove it. Asa piece of Parchment which in it {clt is not worth a Shilling, may be 
worth Ten Thouſand Pounds, in reſpeCt of what it conveys ; fo this ſhortLife which 
rhou enjoyeſt, which 1n it ſelf is of Jjttle worth, yet Eternity depends up9n: it; there- 
fore it is moſt valuable, The Sum is this, do bur pur theſe three Queſtions to 
your ſelves, wh. ther or,no it 45 not; the higheſt Reaſon in the:World for 3 Man: tp 
manage all his AQsin the Fear of Ggd, who is his Judge; to deſign all his Ads far 
the Glory of Cod, who 1s his Creator; to conform all his Ways according to the 
Will of God, whois his great Maſter ; if you would but refalve theſe thingslby: the 
Judgment of renewed Reaſon, certain1am, you would eſteem the Fear of God tobe 
the beſt Wiſdom. If Solomon could xell us, that he is wiſe thay. wins other mens Souls, 
how much more is he wiſe that faves hisown? Now it is the Fear of God-which is the 
Inſtrument of our Salvation ; therefore Jet that be your Principle to  gorern.and acder 3 
our whole Lives, let this þe your great Engine, agd the Spring of all your AQigps 40 | = 
ve the Fear of God as your Lixector and Governour. Certaid Iam, when at the laſt Y 
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Day we ſhall a | onely 
Chap. 10: thoſe who have followed this Courſe be juſtified by him. There is good reaſon there- 
\—YY fore that a wicked Man, ſhould be eſteemed the greateſt Fool, and the Holy Man, 
the only wiſe Perſon. 
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CHAP. Xx. 
Opening the ſeveral falſe Wiſdoms of the World. 


Vſe 1. OW I come to the Uſe of the whole. This DoQrine gives a Check to 

; the falſe Wiſdoms of the World : You may as in a Glaſs ſee the ex- 
| tream difference of thoſe Principles of Wiſdom in the Management 
of all Aﬀairs which the World lays down, and thoſe Principles of Spiritual wiſdom 
which are laid down in the Word. He is a wiſe Man in the Worlds account thiat 
can ſpin a Web of Vanity, who can drive on his Carnal Deſigns to the beſt advan- 
tage; but the worldly wiſe Man is a Fool in Religion, Fer. 8. 9. Lo they have re/etted 
the word of the Lord, and what Wiſdom is in them ! That Soul that trembles at God's 


Word, hath more true Wiſdom than. all the _—_ of the World, For the opening of 
this more fully to you, I will diſcuſs it in this Method; I will conſider 


1. What are the Deſigns and Ends of worldly wiſe Men, a 
2. What are thoſe Means which they uſe to atchieve thoſe Ends. 
2. I will thew you that that which they account Wiſdom in the Ma- 


nagement of thoſe Means, for the Attainment of thoſe Ends, is 
_pPancer FOgy. | 


x. For the Firſt of theſe, the Ends of Carnal Men 1n the General, are worldly 
appineſs, that which the World can afford them. This is ever (by the corrupt 
ods ment of Man) formed as bis Happineſs, and into this all the Motions of his 
Soul are ultimately reſolved : There is, fince the Fall, not only a Maim in the ſenſual 
Appetite, but in the IntelleQual and higheſt Power of the Soul. All the AQts of an 
unſan&ified Underſtanding are fooliſh ; and this is the firſt Ground of the W orlds 
Folly, an AR of the Underſtanding whereby they look upon ſomething as their End, 
and as their Happineſs, which is not ſo. The Scripture doth diverſike it into three 
things, into Pleaſures, Profits, and Honours, for thus much the World affords. 
Now the Means whereby the World deſigns to attain theſe Ends proportionably are 
three, 1 Jobs 2. 16. For all that is in the World, the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the 
Eyes, and the Pride of Life, &C. is of the World The World doth deſign to pur- 
chaſe theſe three Ends by theſe three Means; The Pleaſures of the World 
by the Luſt of the Fleſh; the Profits of the World by the Luſt of the Eyes, 
and the Honours of the World by the Pride of Life. Theſe are the Means it alert 
"uy for the Attainment of theſe Ends. Now there is a worldly Wifdom which is em- 
wu ployed in the uſing thoſe Means to that end, .and this Wiſdom is likewiſe divided into 


three Heads, Jam. 3. 15. That Wiſdom which deſcendeth not fromyabove, is earthly, 
ſenſual, deviliſt. | X 


H 
J 


x. Firſt, It 15 an eartbly Wil lom becauſe it is exerciſed upon earthly Obje&ts, for 
earthly Ends: I his reſpeCts the Gain of the World, 
2. Secondly, It is called a ſenſual! Wiſdom becauſe it aims at the SatisfaRion of our 
Fleſh ; the Bent of Nature runs that way, for the gratifying of our Senfes, which 
are common between us and Beaſts, and thus it doth aim at Pleaſures. | 
3. Third, It is called a deviliſh Wiſdom upon this account, becauſe Pride which 
is the Taftrument whereby it would advance it ſelf to Glory, doth not onely proceed 
from the Devil as its Author, but is in the Devil as in its Subje&t. There are ſome 
Sins which' make' Men the Devils Slaves, but there are other Sins which make 
Men the Devils Sons. Men are Slaves to the Devil when they commit ſuch Sins 
which the Devil is not capable of, as all thoſe Sins which are merely aQed by the 
Body : But Menare the Devil's Sons when they commit ſuch Sins which the Devil 


-is capable of, as Pride, Malice, and ſuch other Spiritual Sins; for theſe render a 
Vis 
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Man as like the Devil as an incorporated Soul can be like an inco! real $ rit. Thus< An 
in general I have laid down the Scheme and Draught of that which I will open par Chap. is: 
ticularly to you ; For the ONES, GOP oy 


1. Firſt of theſe, The Ends and Ceſigns of thoſe Perſons that are wiſe according 
to the World. In the General know thus much, there is no greater Miffake in the 
World, than when a Man miſtakes his End : This I lay down as a Principle which 
will carry me through all the Diſcourſe. For as it is dire& Folly. for a Man to pro- 
pound to himſelf no end in his Aﬀtions (this is as ifa man ſhould ſtrike a Ball into the 
open Air, there will be no return of it to him again) fo it is the next degree of Madneſs 
and Folly for a Man to miſtake his end ; and rhe reaſon of it is this, the laſt end of 
a' Man is UNS and the beſt that he can deſign for himſelf, Now can there be 
a greater Miſtake than about our Happineſs ? Pleaſures, Honours, and Profits, the 
Devil makes uſe of as his Engines to deſtroy and undermine us ; therefore that Man is 
loſt, the very firſt Step that he takes who'makes theſe things his end. According to this 
Method did the Devil manage' his fir Temptation ; for fo you ſhall find, Gez. 3. 6: . 
When che women ſaw that the Tree was good for food (there 1s the Luſt of the Fleſh) a»d 
that it was pleaſant to the Eyes (there is the Luſt of the Eyes) and a tree to be deſired t0 
make one wiſe (there is the Pride of Life) then ſhe was taken and foyled. And Satan 
found this Temptation was fo ſucceſsful, that he hath formed all his Snares ever ſince 
according to this firſt Model ; therefore, when a man ſhall once propound theſe things 
to be his end, it is Folly, the Devil hath outwitted him. Let us conſider the more 
particular Reaſons why the propounding of theſe things as our end is the Folly ofa 
rational Creature ; For the opening of that I muſt lay down this previous Propoiition. 
The Soul of Man is his better part : The Soul is the Angel, and therefore that muſt 
only be propounded as my end which can bring that to PerfeQtion and SatisfaQtion, 
becauſe therein conſiſts the Happineſs of the Creature. Now conſider the Soul un- 
der theſe three Notions. 


1. Conſider the Soul in reference to its Nature, and ſo it is immaterial. 

2. Conſider the Soul in reference to its Capacity, and fo it is infinite 
(in ſome Seaſe.) I ; | 

3. Conſider the Soul in reference to its Continuance and Duration, and 
ſo it is Eternal. 


Now by the opening of theſe you will ſee what Madneks it is for a reaſonable 
Creature to propound any worldly thing to himſelf as his end. Conſider 


Firff, The Nature of the Soul, which is immaterial : and therefore it can neither 
receive Perfetion nor SatisfaQRtion from the World, Whatſoever doth convey cither 
of theſe things, muſt have ſome Commenſurateneſs, ſome Suitableneſs to the Na- 
ture of the Soul: To give you an Inſtance, conlider the Bodily Senſes, wheneyer 
they receive delight, it ſprings from the Proportion that is between the ObjeQ and the 
Senſes. The Eye when it receives Pleaſure, it is becauſe there is a Suitableneſs between 
the viſive Faculty, and the Colour of the thing ſeen. Natural Reaſon receives dehighe 
from conſidering the Contexture and Concatenation that is between: natural Produ- 
Rions and their Cauſes, here is a Commenſurateneſs between them; but now the 
upper part of the Soul cannot receive any PerfeQtion or SatisfaQtion, but from God, 
becauſe there is nothing ſuitable to its Nature befides him, As it was breathed from 
God, and inſpired by him into the Body, fo itcan only be perfeQed in him. | 


\ 2. Secondh, Tf you conſider the Capacity of the Soul, and that (in fome degree) is 
infinite. The Soul of Man is capable of the les God, of Righteouſneſs and Ho- 
lineſs to renew him ; it is capable of the Peace of God to raviſh hum j it is capable of 
the Wrath of God, which is infinitely above: the Fears 'of Man. Now can the 
World fatisfie this Soul which is capable of theſe things ? We uſe to ſay, thata Well 
or the Brain of a Man is cup; when the one wants 'Water and the other wants 
Wit, although the one be full of Air and the other full of Vapours ; the reaſon of it 
is this, becauſe where ever there is a want of that which ſhould be of : ing, we 
ſay that it is empty. If the whole Work were put intothe Heart of Man, yet the. 
Heart would be empty without God, becauſe it wants that of which it is capable; and 
which it ſhould have. There muſt always be a Conformity between the Inz nts 
and the Receptivity of the SubjeQ that takes them in. Is it not a Folly then to _— 
| þ 
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A the World "_ eod? Aman may as ſoon fill a Veſſel with Vertue, or Learning, as 


fill the Soul with the W orld. 


3. Thirdly, Conſider the' Continuance of the Soul. It is of an Immortal Duration; 
Tt ſhall continue as long as God is merciful to ſave, as long as God 1s juſt to puniſh. 
Then certainly the propounding the World as our Aim or Deſign 1s a great Folly ; 
for theſe are al lying Delights and periſhing Vanities. Would you not eſteem that 
man a very Fool who ſhould make a Journey for a Year, and provide ViQtuals bur 
for one day ? Thus fooliſh is he who makes a Journey for Eternity with the things of 
Mortality. All the things here below may be compared to the Diurnal River (that 
I have read of ) which runs in the Day, but is dry in the Night ; the reaſon they give 
of it is this, becauſe it ſprings from the melting of Snow, which lies on the top of 
the Mountains. Now the Beams of the Sun diflolving that Snow in the day, there 
is a Current and Stream, but the Snow being congealed in the Night, then is the 
Channel dry. So it is with the World, all the things here below run in the day for the 
time (poſſibly ) of Life, or of Proſperity ; but when the Night of Death comes, then 


. thoſe Rivers are = : and therefore certainly it cannot but be the greateſt Folly and 


Madneſs for a Perſon to make theſe things his end. It is a Rule the Heathen gives, 
It is a Note of Folly for a man to make an ill Bargain; I kaow not what worſe Bar- 
gain can be made, than for a man to exchange his Soul for the World, therefore he 
15 the greateſt Fool that doth ſo. But on the other ſide, conſider that God is an Ob- 
je that is able to bring both PerfeQtion and Satisfaction to the Soul ; he is able to 
bring PerfeQion, becaule in him there is a Tranſcendency of all good ; he is able to 
bring SatisfaQtion, becauſe once God being enjoyed there 1s no fear of the Loſs of him. 
He brings Perfe&ion to the Soul in its chiefeſt Faculties ; to the Underſtanding he 
brings in PetfeCtion as he is the firſt and the higheſt in gezere veri, as he is the firſt 


 Fruth; to the Will he brings PerfeQtion, as he is the laſt and chiefeſt iz genere boni, 


as he is the chiefeſt Good. Thus the Underſtanding is perfected in its Knowledge, 
and the Will is perfeQed in its Love ; therefore for the Soul to make ſure of him (as 
it doth by the Fear of God) to make God its Friend, certainly it is the beſt Wiſdom. 
The ſum is this, in God there is a fullneſs of Perfetion, and a Perpetuity of Fruition, 
and therefore the Soul once attaining him is made really and perfeQly happy ; where- 
as all the things of the World fall ſhort as to the Conveyance of thele two. 


CAP. YE 


The Folly of FO Wiſe Men in particular, in purſuing the Pleaſures, 
rofits and Honours of the World. 
'C 


x. Firft, Conſider Pleaſures. This is one end for which many Perſons do rack 
their Underſtandings and employ their Knowledge ; and the Souls of very many 
ſerve them for no other uſe but to be (if I may ſo ſpeak) as Cooks to provide Sawces 
for their Bodies. Certainly this muſt needs be a very great Folly ; for do You think 
the Candle of the Lord was enlightned in a man merely to ſearch after earthly Satis- 
faQions ? Do you think the on ama, (which is the Excellency of the reaſonable 
Creature). was given merely to be converſant about theſe things, which are common 
berween us and Beaſts ? (for ſenſual Pleaſures are the Happineſs ofa Beaſt) it cannot 
be. The Folly therefore of purſuing of this, will appear to you in two things... 

1. Suppoſe you could ſqueeze all the Pleaſures of the World into one Draught, yet 
they will deceive your ExpeQations, and therefore it is a Folly to ſeacch after them. 
Take all the Pleaſures of the World, and they cannot fatisty your empty Senſes, 

' much leſs are they able to fill the expanded Defires of your Souls. All the Glory of 
the World cannor fatisfie the Deſires of one Eye, much leſs can it fill the Deſires and 
Vacuities of the Heart. Worldly Pleaſures are a Sum in our Deſires, they are 

but 


Onſider theſe things in particular ; we will take them aſunder, and ſo ſhew 
you how every carnal Man 1s the greateſt Fool, by purſuing worldly 
things. s 
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but a Cypher in our Enjoyment ; they are Jano's in the Purſuit, but they are Clouds SA 
in the Embracement. All the Pleaſures of the World are but an Earneſt of Grief, + 
not of Ruine : Take them all and bring them to a Perſon that lies under a troubled” 
Conſcience, how ſuddenly are they extinguiſhed? They are no more able -to-giv 
eaſe to a wounded Spirit, than a drop of Wine is able to ſweetena large Veſſel of 
Water ; and therefore certainly it muſt be a Folly to make theſe _ End and Hap: 
pineſs, becauſe they deceive your Expectations. Whereas the Pleaſures which the 
Soul obtains from Communion with God, they do not cloy us but they ſatisfie us; the 
things of the World cannot fatisfie our Senſes, but the Peace of God paſleth all -Un- 
derſtanding ; and therefore there is a vaſt difference between them, and conſequently 
that Wiſdom is more excellent that purſues the one, than that which purſues the 
other. Thoſe Pleaſures which come from Religious Exerciſes are generous, and more 
con-natural to Spirits, they do not degrade the reaſonable Creature, they do not 
ſink a Man beneath his Species as bodily Pleaſures do. As that Heat which is con» 
veyed to the Body by Exerciſe, is far more natural and wholeſome than that which is 
conveyed by Pire ; fo thoſe Pleafures which the Soul that fears God obtains by Re- 
Iigious Duties, are far more excellent than thoſe dreggy Delights which are conveyed 
by the things of this World. RK, : 4 _p | 

2. Secondly, As Pleaſures do deceive our ExpeQations, ſo they draw forth our Cot- 
ruptions, and conſequently render us miſerable; and therefore the purſuit.of them 
15 the greateſt Folly. There is nothing more dangerovs in the World than Sin mingled 
with Plerſure ; cis like Poyſon in ſweet Wine, which ſuddenly deſtroys, which. pre- 
ſently ſtrikes to the Brain and Heart, and foconveys Death more ſpeedily. And there- 
fore that Perſon who now makes it his delign to taft the Pleaſures of Sin,- or rather 
to wallow in them; to drink then in as a Fiſh doth Water, as' Tertallien ſpeaks, 
Poſt pauca Libidinum moments evaporats, after a few Moments of Luft which are eva- 
porated, what will remain in the Soul? The Body will fail- the Luft, the Luſt will 
fail the SatisfaQtion, and all will fail-the Man ;. and then what- is become of his Ple- 
ſure? What remains of it but the Worm and: the Fire? And is it not a folly then? 

| Oh do but conſider, do you think the Images of theſe Pleaſures which are enjoyed in 
this World are able to refreſh the Soul of a damned Perſon? No. ' They areall'ex- 
tinguiſhed there, they will rather increaſe the Tormeat. A 
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rween the Soul and earthly Treaſures. Beſides, impreſs this upon your 
the Soul ſhall take its Farewel of the World, it can carry none of theſe thinzs with it 
and this renders it to be a moſt egregious Folly to purfue them. Would you n« 
account that Man a very Fool that.when he comes to an Inn, ſhould ſpend all hi 
time there to furniſh and adora a Room with curious Hangings, when: he muſt ſtay 
but for a Night, and leave it the next Day ? Oh conſider, what is our Life !' Isit not a 
Vapour? Isit not a Bubble ? Is it not ſometimes ſhorter than a Night ? And ſhall 

we ſpend our Time, and our Thoughts, which are the nobleſt Otf-ſpring of our 
Souls, about the purſuit of that which is like the hanging of a Room for a Night ? 
Is not this Folly and Madaeſs ? Ep PT ES > 
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- 3. Thirdly, To come to the Honours of the World. And as the Scriptore tells us, 
that Leughter is Madneſs, and Riches are Vanity ; ſo it tells us, that Honour is but 8 
Fancy. W hat is the Glory of the World? It is a Phantaſm, a Shadow, a meer Re- 
fleQion, that which hath no Reality in it. There is a notable Expreſſion in 62 Pſa. y. 
Surely men of low degree are vanity, und men of high degree are 4 (je. They are the veryer 
Lye of the two upon this' account, becauſe Greatneſs promifeth fomerhing,. and 

rforms nothing : And therefore for a Perſon to make this his Aim, certainly it muſt 
6G an Argument of the greateſt Folly. Do but a little realize to your ſelves this, 
Ccccecc - when 
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A when ho with men of the World, thoſe that are wiſe in their Generation, ſhall ap- 
Pe 17: pear before God, 'when they ſhall refle&t upon all earthly ObjeRts, and conſider the 


and the Vexation of them, how will they befool themſclves ? 'What furious 
RefleQtions will the Soul make upon it ſelf, when it ſhall conſider for that which is 
ot, the Treaſures of :the World, for a meer Fancy, for that which s Madnels in it 
ſelf; Lhaveihazarded and loſt the Enjoymeat of an infinite Good for ever. To con- 
clude, there is no Fool like the ſfinning Fool, who ventures his Soul at every turn, 
and to obtain the World runs blindfold into endleſs Ruine. * 


- 4:10 IH AP; XL. | 
That all humane Knowledge is not ſufficient to make ; Man wiſe. 


onely with humane Knowledge, are not wiſe in Scripture account. If 

it were poſſible for a Man to unravel Nature from the Cedar to the Hy- 
ſop, if he had ſuch a Judgment as to penetrate into all natural Concluſions, and to 
reſolve all EffeQs into their proper Cauſes; yet if this Man be without the Fear of 
God. (as Ferom ſaid concerning Worldly-wiſe Men in the General, ſapienter in infer< 
»um deſcendunt). be doth but wiſely go to Hell. Now that I may ſhew you, that all 
humane Knowledge without 'the Fear of God cannot render a Man truly wiſe ; con- 
Geer it in theſe three reſpeA ET EISY 


Vhſe 2. Paw hence we may learn, that thoſe Perſons which pleaſe themſelves 


to 
the Image of Godto the Soul, which is ſo much diſtorted by reaſon ofSin, r Row.21, The 
Apoltle ſpeaking neg wiſeſt Heathens, Becauſe that when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, weither were thankful, but became vain in their Imaginations, and 
their fooliſh heart was darkened, 22. v. Profeſſing. themſelves ro be wiſe, they became fools, 
all this is ſpoken of the wiſeſt Heathens. Sexecs in a Letter of his, where he makes 
an Enquiry after Wiſdom, reſolves it to be this, For « Man to have his Soul pare, and 
ator of God, Now this Humane Knowledge cannot attain unto ; fo that in 


an Imitator 0, Nowt 
reſpett of its Inſufficiency, it cannot make us happy. 


'2. Secondly, If you conſider its Malignancy againſt the Truths of God, either a- 


ziaſt the Sublimity of the Goſpel, or againſt the Simplicity of it ; it will appear, 


that it cannot render a Man wile, 


1. Firſ, Tf you conſider that Malignancy that: there is in humane Knowledge a- 
gainſt the Sublumity of the Goſpel. Thoſe Truths which Reaſon cannot comprehend, 
it will not embrace. Hence we find, that the Soc:nians reject ſeveral of the Funda- 
.mentals of Chriftianity, becauſe they are above the Flight of our Reaſon. We read 
of the Philoſophers, A#s-17. 32. that rhey mocked at the ReſarreFion; And we read 
of  Ja/iax, that he did upbraid Chriſtians as Perſons that were Captives to a blind Be- 
lef. Such kind of Truths Carnal Reaſon in its Elevations oppoſeth, | 
- -2. Secondly, And the Simplicity of the Gong humane Knowledge is oppoſite and 

repugnant to, and is malignant againſt it, Thus we read, that the Doctrine of Chriſt 
. was eſteemed Fooliſhneſs by the wiſe Men of the World, becauſe it was not con- 
veyed tothem in the Blandiſhments of Rhe:orick, and becauſe the very Matter of the 
Goſpel was ſuch, as their Pride and Luſt would not ftoop unto. Experience tells us, 
that the Goſpel is above Natural, and againſt corrupt Reaſon. Now ſince Humane 
Knowledge (when it is alone without the Fear of God) is thus malignant, ſince it 
;puts Sin into Armour ( as I may fo ſpeak) certainly this can never render a'Man 
truly wile, 


3. Thirdly, 
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s Thirdh, Conſider its Vicinity "to Corru jon "when.it is in its Luftre, it 
draws near to its Period ; that Death that « attend a Perſon, will bury all his ere Clap. 3: Ngs 
ning in the ſame Grave with him, Inrelleftual differences ſhall ſhortly _ andthe Yo 
Moral differences ſhall take place; one Moment ſhall equal the Learned and the Un- | 
learned,, the Knowing and” Ignorant Perſon, they thall at laft Rand _ modkye wn 
Ground, but then good and bad Men ſhall be'differenced for ever. Now 
5 raS fo IEEE approacheth, certainly this cannot be thaw which maketh us 

e 


CHAP. XL 


The Naked Theory, or Speculation of Divine Truths, not fu ficient to 
| make a Man wiſe. Sinful Craft is Folly. | 


V/e 3. ROM hence I ſhall draw this Concluſion alſo, That the naked pes 1] 
or Speculation of Divine Truths, is not ſufficieat to make: a Man w 

If Knowledge be onely confined to the Brain, if-it be a naked Tiluming- 
tion, if there be only. a Model of Divine Truths in thy Head, without the Fear of 
God, thou mayeſt have a curious Knowledge, but thou ante a ſaving Knowledge. 
Now that I may ſhew this the more clearly to you, I will lay down this Rule, and 
ſo meaſure the bare Knowledge of divine things by it; all Knowledge of what na- 
ture ſoever, is to be valued according to the end for which i it is, Now the Know-, © 
ledge of divine things hath a double end, the Glory of God and the Reſt of the Soul 
and its Salvation ; the bare Knowledge of divine 5; Gro without an. anſwerable pra 
. AQice, is defeftive i in theſe two ends, where it is TOs from the Fear of God; ( 
this I ſhall evince and evidence to you. 


"# Fr, For the Glory of God, our qaviin bath told vs, That is D cher is ſich 
an Husbandman, as Rs himſelf glorified in the Fruits of our ( PTAs i. T 
Perſon that is able to draw a Map of the Divinity to vs, that can dedy 
bute from another in the divine Eſſence ; this Man unlef$ he doth pratice: wha 
knows, oor Gate nt God no more than a Painter doth him whaſe Pit ons 7 A by W 
God is not orified i in Lifeleſs le rooheh-p but ia webad\p ek bear his 


0 01s. hen We newed in our Minds ; As to- 
lory upon their Parent; by expreſſing their Perſons and 
ok 6 their -Ab-nrak fo IE a Soul that Pop Gi The Devils that are intelli- 
Bflences, know more by the Subtiley of their Natures pins any. Man in this 
ife, yet are far diſtant from glorifying of God. And in| is ref A, the ſmalleſt lleſt 
degree je” Practical Knowledge 000 l more valuable than the greateſt Meaſi 
of that which is merely terminated. in Speculation. a Chriſti tremble: 
at God's Word, that looks Heaven-ward, this Man doth underſtand mare or better 
< divi ine Trucks thin! the Elites: 6 Schoal-men, than the greateſt Robbizs 1n t 


Toh Nas doth 
a(t Plat of it, yet bring more 
of it, than the moſt $Kitful Ma ematician t, 


oO the Rules | £ Ak x 


without the Fear of God; therefore ext the naked Illymigs 
cannot make'a Man wiſe, _ DOTS 


2. Secondly, 'This cannot fave the Soul and brig it-to-its Reft.. Bare nd 
can never reach to Heaven ; it muſt be accompanied with the Fear of God, and with 
other Graces, 2 Pet. 1, 8. Far if theſe things be in y0s, and abound, they make you that 
you (ball neither be barren, nor unfruitful, &C. Thar Knowledge is barren that is with- 
out ſolid and ſaving Grace. Take a 'S+ that is able to delineate to you a Tom 

CCCCC 2 0 
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RADAR 0f Divinity, that hath in his Head the moſt ſublime Notions; yet if this Man hath 
Chap: 13- not the Fear of God, that Knowledge 15 no more able to fatisfie his Soul, than the 
> Wpitture of a great Feaſt is able to ſatisfie the Appetite of one that is almoſt ſtarved 
with Hunger ; this can never render a Man happy. We read of Dives when he was 
> in Hell;-he had a Heaven and a Bleſſedneſs in his Eye, but they. did him no good; 
: fo it is here.. It is juſt with ſuch a Perſon as with an ignorant Phyſician, though poiſi- 
bly he may know the Shape and the Colour of an Herbas it is ſet down in an terbal, 
yer he neither knows its Vertue nor its Operation, nor how to prepare it for a Me- 
dicine : So many Perſons among vs, who know 1n general what the Truths of Reli- 
gion are ; as to their PraQtice, as to the Vertue and Operation of them, they are ut- 
terly Strangers. P/al. 95.10, There 1s a notable Expreſſion, I: is « people that ao err in 
their Hearts, and they have not known my ways. A ſtrange Expreſſion, that the 1/74- 
elites ſhould not know the Ways of God, who had received Inftrutions miracu-. 
louſly from Heaven ; the meaning of it I conceive to be this, This People do ecr in 
their Hearts, and they have not my Ways (ia their Hearts) they had ſuch a Know- 
ledge of God's Ways, asa Man hath ofa Country by a Map, but they had not the 
experimental Knowledge of God's Ways. Now you know a Perſon that is to walk 
into a ſtrange Country, it is far better for him to have a beaten Path, and the Dire- 
Qions of an ordinary Traveller, than to have the moſt accurate Geographical De- 
ſcription of it, and he ſhall ſooger come to his Journeys end ; fo that Perſon that de- 
fires to attain Everlaſting Reſt, let him walk in the ſteps of thoſe before him that 
have attained the place, and let him experience thoſe Truths they have praQticed in 
the Fear of God, and fo he ſhall attain it. So that in reſpeQ of the Glory of God, 
and the Reſt of the Soul, it is not the bare Knowlege of divine Truths that can make. 
us wiſe : But let me annex | 


3. A third thing, which is this; the bare Knowledge of divine Truths is ſo far 
from attaining this double end, that where it is disjoy: ed from the Fear of God, it 
aggravates the-ruine of a Perſon ; and therefore this can never reader a Man wiſe, 
'This Knowledge will light a Man to a brighter Damnation. There are many Perſons 
that are right in their Opinions, but have vile AﬀeCtions ; and the Knowledge of 
theſe perſons will increaſe their Sorrow ; they are like the Erhiopians that have a bright 
Eyein a $ok Body, ſo they have much Knowledge while they walk in the Ways of 
Sin :, Buffin Concluſion, this Knowledge of theirs will be like a Talent of Gold to Z 
Man that is in the Sea, it will drown him. the ſooner, and ſink hitn the deeper ; ſo it is 
here, their Knowledge of divine things will fink them deeper in the Wrath of God, an 
3gnorant Wretch ſhall have a cooler Hell than theſe ſublimated Chriſtians that are 

- without the Fear of the Lord. The Sum is this,. put it thus to your ſelves; what a 
Folly is it for men to be diſputing of Religion and Heaven, while others that are lcſs 
knowing ſurprize it, like that perſon that was gazing on the Moon till he fell -into a 


pit, or as a Lark that flies up into Heaven for a Time, but at laſt falls into the Net 
of the Fowler. Thus it is with many Men. _— | 


 Vſe 4. This Conſideration, that the Fear of God is Wiſdom, ſhews unto us- the 
Falſne's of that ſinful Craft which is ſo much uſed in the World ; when men deſiyn 
by the ſlight of Brain to over-reach their Neighbours, and this they eſteem their 
Glory. There are many among us that live according to that Hell-bred Proverb, 
That Plain dealing is a Jewel, but he that oſeth it ſhall die « Beggar ; I confeſs, if this: 

Proverb were true, it is a Wonder, ſince we have ſo many diſhoneſt-men among vs,  - 
that ſo many die Beggars ; But know thus much, That that perſon that employs his 
Underſtanding to deceive his Neighbour, that perſon which doth affe&t the Glory of 
Acureneſs in the ways of ,Sin, doth bur the more conform himſelf to the Devil, who 
is ob; of great Knowledge, but of greater Wickedneſs. Happy are thoſe Souls 
that do not enter into Sins Secrets; 1 will onely fay thus much to theſe perſon:, 
thoſe that how employ their parts in the ways of Sin, God will hereafter employ his 
Wiſdom to contrive a puniihment for them; and when the infinite Wiſdom of God 
ſhall contrive a puniſhment, and the infinite Power of God inflit it, there will be a 


proportionable Recompence for all their Guilt. So much to diſcover thoſe ſeyeral ſorts 
and degrees of falſe Wiſdoms that are in the World. 
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"i Exhortation to beware of thoſe Sins no uench tie "Grace of Gol $ 
Fear, by way of hd 


54] E T us from hence - ge 


x. Be perſwaded to b.ware of thoſe Sins which LATE this Grace of | 
God's Fear. 


2, Excited to the cheriſhing of this Gracein our Hearts. 


Firſt; Beware of thoſe Sins which h quench this Grace, and thoſe al under a Lala 
Conſideration; either 


x. Thoſe Sins whit k by way of Defeft quench this Grace, » 


2. Thoſe Sins which: by way of Bxceſs, do likewiſe eerminata.chis 
Grace out of the wo | 


' For the firſt of theſe, and that is Hardneſs of Heart, Prov. 28. 14 He 2m is. the 
Man that a eareth always : but he that hardeneth his heart all fall into miſchief ; there is 
the Oppo tion that is made between them. This Hardneſs of Heart , 

\ Is either natural, that which is an hereditary Diſeaſe : All Men bow 1. 
” 7 Stone. This every one brings into the World with him ; and i it is a Won- 
der of Grace, if every one doth not. carry it out of the World with. tl 


2. Secondly, Voluntary, acquired by frequent Ads of Sin; Men fiſt. tte? their 
Conſciences, and then they fear then: by repeated Atts of. Sin. As,you know. that 
Ice which at firſt is ſo tremulous and feeble that; it will not bear a Pebble; yet: by a. 
I days Torng BY bear a Cart ; {þ it is here, 


hirdly is Hardneſs is penal inflicted by God himſelf, t by the Gon | 
of Lin, but by th Suſpetſion of. Grace ; and this is contrary; to RE oe Fear of Jkt 'by, - 
way of Defeft, The S Scriptures repreſent cg Hardneſs to us bby ONE, uriilitydes ; 
firſt, ſometimes by an Iron Sinew in the [os 1 tes an In 


I. Site! which is 4 Privation of God's ; an - _ 
2. Preſumption, when there is an Acceſſion of Saldneks, as 


For the firſt of theſe, Security, it is one Bratch of Hardaels of Mag: Bs apy © 
vation of God's Fear.. T mean by Security, thi when a Sings rcan ſleep out. all 

Thunder ; when all the 'Threatnings of the W Saul lors. toa blind 
Man : For who is ſo blind as he that will not Too? BE fo A O08 they areas a Taletoa.dea 
Maa ; ; and who is ſo deaf as he that will not hear f. ?. ks FY FB ? bn by e that ſecure 


Fhntiom bell, deep filence of War, there muſt be no Diſc Hs of A ms: $c 
ſuch a Soul, the x Porn of Judgments, .and. KAT rea ey 3 of the Word, and 

_ the Deciſion of the great and terrible. Day, are. (6. ſock Spi but. as a vain Fancy; - 
as if there was no Exiſtence of theſe. things. bur. i inthe Brain. of of him that eacherh 


2. Setondly, Pr reluwprion, wh -n there is no onely Fn of —_— butar- . 
Acceſhon,of boldn Fark Preſu pron Security. TL Ad eh to, the . highe heft: pitch, by $1 is. 
; 


Security dipt in a t Die.” Now there 1s a three-for Þ LO 
I. It 1 1s ether jt the Thought, $REk. 0s hy & 
2. Or inthe Diſcourſe, 
3. Or in the Aﬀtions, of Men). and it popoinbly opti the feat 
of Gd: : 5. toi: © | 
E Firſt Fi 


_ 
"2a 


OW Dienaſe f the Fear of God. 
*—m_ Fiſt, In the Thoughts. There a are verbs mentalia, Whiſpers of the Soul, which 
Chap. Is: are not intelligible by the World. There ace preſumptuous Principles according to 


which Mean live, and this in Scripture is — * hg the Argh, P/alm 8 at. _—_ 
thougbre we ether Es #f; What is the meaning of that ? The 
Pricek fle that gyverns 6th "ut Lik of a wicked Mag is this, That God is like unto him- 
ſelf, he draws ſuch a Pattern of God as is conformed to his own Fancy, he makes a 
L God all of Mercy, and ſers up this Idol in his Soul, and bows down bimſelf to it ; 
3 | ' he robs one Attribute to inrich another ; he takes away God*s Juſtice and Holineſs, 
L, _  thathe may - Inlarge his Goodneſs; this is Preſumption in Thought, fuch & perſon 
L | doth not fear God. . 
2. Secondly, There is a Preſumption m our Diſcourſes, and that principally in two 


things : 


1. Firſt; When the Sitmer after his Commiſſion of Sin juſtifies i it; he is not onely 

an AQtor of Sin, þut a Defender of it. x hat Man enters into the Liſts with God that 
doth defend what he hates; or 
a. Secondly, When qu Fey arrived to ſuch a degree of Preſutnption as to boaſt 
of his Sin.” And yet how many are there among us who are thus Preſumers, that 

boaſt how naty plyant Souls have drawn to their Snares, how many weak 

Braifis they have ©© by their Cups ? Theſe are perſons that venture upon a 

double Damnation, firſt for committin Ein, and then for boaſtirig of it. Whar an ir- 

rational thing is it, for a Man to boaſt of his Sins? It is as if an impriſoned Felon 

ſhould boaſt of his Ferters, as if an infefted perſon ſhould boaſt of his Plague-ſores, as 

if a poſſeſt perſon ſhould boaſt of his Devil;z_ yet we have a number of thoſe perſons 

amongſt us, who are Heirs to thoſe Proſtitures, the very naming of whom drew 

£ Tevts rom St. Paul's Eyes, who glory iu their Shame. 


——_ ones ce —_———eem—o—e = 


” | —Þ Thirdh; There are thoſe who are preſumptuous Sinners 3 in their AQtions. Now 
+ N50 there are two {brts of theſe. 
3 1. Firf, Such as venture wenn Sins notwichſtandin all choſe Flaſhes of Britnftone 
which are caft up ir Faces 3 ſuch as'run tothe forbidden Fruit, hotwichſtanding 
who inde fr flatning Swords in their Mouths, 
Fine Pramy ' venture upot then. Theſe ate the 
& upon themſelves, or ar leaſt-wiſe demean themſelves, 
ck op od, asif they were able with an Army of Luſts, to op- 

0 ns of Angels ; theſe wabt this Fear. Weread in the Scripture con- 
cering ſome perſons, who ac A heowref rafs, and Faces harder thana Rock, who were 
RN trable ap: ioft all God's Rain” $: and we havea Generation of uch among 

rear d,and diſmember his Son between their Teeth : 

s of the Word, yet they venture upon their 

iſts as if | erned intheſ things ; theſe are they which have conquered 
Conſcience, that have: Fu te Al the Mechods of Grace, and when Miniſters excite 
them to uſe the Reaſon of Men ard. the Faith of Chriſtians, they turn all into a 
3 Mock and a Jear. Fro certainly. are eminently void of the Fear of Cod, and in their 
- : kind they' ire wotfe than the Devils themfilves ; for the Devi! tremble undet the 
* | appretibien of this Truth, that God will come ro fy lee them, Jam. 2. 19. but theſe / 
daring Wretches venture upon t their Lofts, notwi ſtanding all Warnings that are / 


£ given to them. 
- the Pang ER hi as 


$, is he thar doth incourage bimſefinSio/ 
n Lok in his Heart, though not with his 
nts and Threatoings which dre made 
y there is Mercy with God, and he 
1 of the laſt Lay's Account is not 
Miniſter Wet ro it, thi will de; a"greater Liberty ; and thus they 
venture upon ha R D90Y bf Sin, and Spidersas they are, draw Poyſon from the Flowers 
of Mercy'ir' elf; 'this's the my Wretch | Je wants the Fear of God. Now 
. wy Perſons, ler me onely by ind 'of Arttidote and Cure, preſent theſe few 
irctions. 


1. Firſt, Seriouſly refleQ upon thoſe neprinate which the Scripture makes of 
God, as a God of immaculate Holineſs, rtial Juſtice, of infinite Power ; and 
preſs theſe upon your Souls. ' Asa God-of immacilate Holineſs. In that Attribute all 
other terrible Attributes are ' rooted ; z It is the Holineſs of God that excites his Juſtice, 
| and 
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and arms his. Power :, This is that Atribute = = Ga core Jumoſtdeeftige, 
and w rein God doth maſt excel 5nd therefore this Ateributa wv} ;pratiact Paaro mn 
of God. Do but argue with thy ſelf, that God whoſe Holineſs is his Glory, before” 
whom the Stars are not clean, wall chat God gowns ng + Wk —_ Luſts? Certain- 


vo wing Thoulind 


a 

| Aggravati ples. of CY IN it: were | happy: 
were thy ke Bu but he that can caſt Body and Soul: into Hell-fi ire, 
Conſiderations raiſe the Fear of God in'thy3S0ul.,} Thord..is fach -Þ af age 
ture as this, 'O. Egrth gremble at the Projment the Lord :\Jf:che; rch wi yhich 
and durable a Body, if the Earth which is. jncapableigf. Hood onely: bei 
the Impurities of Men) if this Earth ſhould fear and er oe ble ae God? 
much more ſhould Sinful Man, _— ws heer than ful Man, .who 
provoked the Eyes.of God's Glory; who hath'brought aCurſ ſew on 'the whole Cr 
ation, what Reaſon hath a Manto ot Know ww; 4050 ug re'1s 00: greater —_— 
tempt of God in the World, than not to fear him. I do not prone a to ſee. a Su 
riour.to {light his Inferiour ; but to ſee a Slave not to fear; his Prince, this'is Wo! 
ful; fo to ſee a Worm of the Earth, a litle gone an at nor-to-fraran'iof 
God, this is {tupendous. coo? 36 7 Je» 


FI 


2 Secondly, Attend upon an awakening Miniflty, y os of 


"Thunder (notof Muſick) to excite the Fear: of G din {t] 
feſs Ilook upon nothing as more dange JUS anc ly, 
Toothleſs Miniſtry : But for the:Miniftr: thax is - of. Life ; 
ftry which is anſwerable to the Heart of God, this is the ro 
figned by the Lord for her = a at: pg i 
gings, oe the Power of the Tins taer, . Do nor fancy as 
of his Truth. for the: ſaving .of rn World, as if he would. recede-from-che Sha 
and Seyerity of his. Threarnin s.. Heaven and. Earth ſpall poſs away, avg Fr Ef: ove jor's 
zittle of all the. Threatnings ol She Lene, 204 (bal poſe away. ..: . Know chat: the; L 
which was firſt given in Fire, be at the laſt required, in.F Kc 
and preſumptuous Sinners ſhall find all eel es; and,all 
To conclude, impreſs this upon; your Spirits, how: nl - = Zet 
ſon not to fear God until he feels his Diſplealure?. What a fad. thing :is 
when Death.is the firſt Symptom of his Di 26? So h w _iqexp! bly Tru 
when a Soul never fears. God till he feels him? Then it will be too late! to.-have ws 
Paſſion raiſed in Leu our Hearts. The Judgments of :God i man Pepſans,- are like: a : 
ſleeping Lyon, t t awakes and deftroy+8 at F 00a: and- theretore fear Thom dat. is; able 
thus to deal with you. I Hh 
; Mr af 6% v4 
C H A FE. xv.” 0A DTT 
| 2+ 118 115 
Opening Slaviſh Fear in reſpets of God, or. Men, 0 or Our vr ſehuer's hich oppo: 
th the Fear of God by way of Exceſ {$I 
Now teceed to the next ſort of Sins, that T ſhall ca 10! 
"WB are thoſe which oppale the Fear of God by way. of /Exce 
ſtands between theſe Sins, as a temperate Diet oppoſceth e 
Replction, or elſe an unneceſſary and a prejudicial Abſtinence ; . ad 
keeps the Body in its Strength and AQtivity, whereas an. immoderate. Rep! < 
duceth Surfeirs, Fevers, and other fatal Diſeaſes ; ſo. on. the other fide, .tot 
nence inftead of preventing Diſcaſes ſtarverh the Body; So. do : the;Fear, of Goc 
when it is in that Temper that the Scripture requires; keep. the $ o Ctive, - vie' 
rous, and enlarged in the ways of Obedience ; but whenthis Fear ll ha dn ref 
thea it produceth many deadly POT | in the Soul; or when this, Fear. is ablo- 
ſolutely 


942 A Diſcourſe of the Fear of God. 
—__ lutely oft, the Soul (if I may fo (j eak ) is ſtarved, and loſeth its Life and Strength. 
:Chap. 15: Now in the Exceſs there is a two-fold Fear, which oppoſeth the Fear of God, 
1, -Slaviſh Fear. 
- 2. Superſtitious Fear. 


FI —_— 


.. And firſt let us conſider Slaviſh Fear, which is 'of' three ſorts. 
"iy FN DCS T1 267 | 


.. . - of God. = TOM 
:*. '2, 'That which reſpe&ts the Power of Man. CL UEFD 
' 3. 'That which I may call Puſillanimity, that proceeds from the Ap. 
prehenſions of the infuperable difficulties which do attend a Reli- 
gious State. | PE OOH 


ix; That Slaviſh Fear which is merely terminated upon the Wrath 


Theſe arethe three ſorts of Slaviſh Fear, which I ſhall endeavour to depreſs ; in 
reſpeC of. God, Men, or our {clves. | 


1. Firſt, A-Slaviſh Fear in reſpe& of God is this, when the Soul is onely taken up 
with the Apprehenſions of thoſe Treaſures of Wrath which God is able to pour fort 

upon it. A Fear that looks upon God as an irreconcilable Enemy, or as an implacable 
Judge; this Fear I would endeavour to eradicate, by preſenting theſe Conſiderations, 


1. Firſt, It ſprings from Infidelity, when Faith is not exerciſed upon thoſe Repre- 
 Fentations of God, which the Scripture makes known. In the Goſpel the Mercy of 
God is repreſented to us as that which is his Glory, his Delight, his Treaſure, As 
his Mercy muſt not violate his Juſtice, ſo his Juſtice muſt not deyour his Mercy. His 
Mercy is an Attribute as Eſſential as his Righteouſneſs. But now when the Soul dif- 
believes this, then it fears God as a Slave fears his Malter, OL Be eo 
* 2; Setondly, This Slaviſh Fear it is accompanied* with diſhonourable Thoughts of 
God. It is a Diſparagement to his Eſſence ; ſuch a Perſon 2 ng God to himlſetf 
under the-Notion of a Tyrant, he draws him with a black Coal, and this is no .lefs 
than Blaſphemy. For a defpondent Sinner to think thus with himſelf, That God will 
exaCt PerfeQion from a Man anſwerable to 'the meaſyre'of an Angel, or that God will 
triumph in the mere Torments of his Creatures, or that he delights in their Ruine, it 
is a Sin equal to Atheiſm ; yea, it is in:ſome. reſpeAs worſe than Atheiſm. Atheiſm 
is a Denial of the Deity; but for me to entertain ſuch Apprehenſions of God,' it is 
the Reproach of the Detty. I remember what I read of Platarch (faith he) [ had ra- 
ther Poſterity ſhould ſay there never had been ſuch a Man as Plutarch, than to ſay, there 
| had been one Plutarch that was ſo crael, that he would devonur his own Children, IT know 
At is an inexprefſible Sin fora Man to deny a Deity ; on the other ſide, to grant a 
Deity, and to entertain ſuch Thoughts of him ariſeth to the ſame degree of Wicked- 
neſs. Such a Perſon doth abſolutely diſcharge the Goſ; el, as if there were no Chan- 
cery or Moderation for the Lapſes and unavoidable Infirmities of the beſt Men. 

' 3. Thirdly, Wherever this Slaviſh Fear is, it doth corrupt all the Services which 
proceed from him in whom it is. For the Bane of all the Religion in the World is 
either Mercinarineſs, or Slaviſhneſs ; when a Man ſerves God merely that he may obtain 
worldly Bleffings, or when a Man ſerves God as the Heathens ſerved the Devil, »e n0- 
ceat, left he ſhould hurt them. Chriſtians ſhould be led by ſanQtified AﬀeRtions ; 

- but this Fear kills: all delight. They come to the Duties of Religion as Bears to a 
Stake, and they go from them as Birds out of a Snare ; what is the Reaſon of it ? 
Becauſe they have ſuch Apprehenſions, and ſuch a {laviſh Fear of God. 

4. Fourthly, When it riſeth to Extremity, it produceth Hatred again& him, both in 
reſpett of his Efſence and Attributes. A Felon wiſheth that there was no Judge, no 
Law ; ſodoth this Perſon that ſlaviſhly fears God, he wiſheth that God were not Omni- 
potent, that he might not have Power to torment him ; that he were not Omni- 
ſcient, that he might not know the Evil of his Heart and Ways. Hatred always 
ſtrikes at the being of that which is hated ; when Fear degenerates into Deſpair, and 
that Deſpair cauſeth Hatred, that Hatred at the laſt will cauſe a Perſon to curſe the 
Fountain of Blefſedneſs : For thus it is in Hell. 

5. Fifthly, This Slaviſh Fear renders a Sinner compleatly miſerable in this World. 
All Errours about the Nature of God are pernicious and dangerous ; but thoſe Errors 
which are accompanied with Fear, they are like a Wound which hath an Inflam- 


matioa 
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mation in it, 1t will bring Death more painful and more ſpeedy ; ſo it is here, thoſe SA— 
Errours concerning the Nature of God, which are accompanied with ſuch a Fear Chap. 15- 
of his Juſtice, as if there were no Reſerves of Mercy for relenting and reforming 
Sinners; Theſe beget an Hell upon Earth, bring a Soul into the very Suburbs of Hell 
into the Confines of Eternal Darkneſs ; and therefore labour againſt this Fear, I do 
not ſpeak againſt the Fear of God's Juſtice all this while, I would onely re&ike that 
Fear, not aboliſh it ; let us ſo fear God's Juſtice as to hate Sin, and yet ſtill ſo as to 
love his Mercy and Goodneſs. The Sum is this, the Fear of God ſhould have for its 
Circumference the Reverence of God and all his Attributes, for its Center it ſhould 
have Godlineſs and I Holineſs ; the Limit of our Fear ſhould be an awful re- 
gard of God's Excellencies and PerfeCtion, and the end of our Fear ſhould be a con- 
ſtant Obedience to him ; then our Fear is Angelical when it is kept within its Bounds. 


Me ogg tor the firſt Branch, that Slaviſh Fear which is terminated upon God's 
Juſtice. | , 


_—_— 


he wand 


2. Seconaly, There is a Servile Fear which reſpeAts the Power of Mar, when the 
Soul is ſo poſleſt with the Fears of the Power of the Creature, that it draws back to 
DeſtruQion, that it dares not own its Faith -in the Face of a Tyrant : And to ſuch 
Perſons, that they may correCt their Pear, I ſhall preſent three Confiderations. 


7. Conſider, As the Throne endures no Rivals, ſo that Fear which is a Homage 
and Tribute which we ſhould pay only to the Sovereign Creator of the World, 
ſhould not be given to the Creature. He that doth immoderately fear the Creature, 
dethrones God and deifies Man. Tr isno leſs than Sacrilege to alienate the AﬀeQtions 
from God ; and it is no leſs than Idolatry, to place our AﬀeQtions inordinately upon 
the Creature, 1/a. 8. 12,13. Neither frar ye their Fear, nor be afraid; ſanitifie the Lord 
of Hoſts himſelf, and let him be your Fear, and let him be jour dread. As the Beains of 
the Sun diſcourage the Fire, and will not ſuffer it to burn ; ſo will the Fear of God 
ſwallow rp all our Fear of the Creature; the greater Fear will devour the leſs. - 

2. Secondly, Conſider, This immodetate Fear of the Creature is the Root. of 
Apoſtacy. Such a Man will rather fave his Life than his Soul, ſuch a Perſon carries 
his Faith about him at the Mercy of every one that threatens to kill him : For this is 
a Maxim, he thatis a Coward will bean Apoſtate. 'That Man doth not fear God, 
that dares not die for him ; that Man that hath not got above the Love of Life, and 
above the Fear of Death, will never be a Martyr, he will never hold out for God; © 
therefore ſuch a Perſon is in the very next degree to an Apoſtate: = 

3. Thirdly, Conſider the Unreaſonableneſs of this Fear. To fear the Sentence of 
a Man when God is our Judge; to fear the'Power of Man; when God is-our De- 
fence; to fear Death, which 1s but the Entrance into an Eternal Life ; what is_ this, 
but as little Children, to fear the Vizzard more than the 'Man that wears it? _ Aſtin, 
ſpeaks excellently concerning this Temper, faith he, Theſe Perſons T iment carcereni, 
non timent Gehennam ; timent cruciatum temporalem, non peanas ipnis aterni ; timent 
modicum mori, non etermum mori; that is, They fear the Priſon, but they fear not 
Hell ; they fear temporal Torments, but they_fear not the Flames of unquenckable- 
Fire; they fear the firft, but not the ſecond Death ; and is not this an unreaſonable 
thing? There is one Scripture which I ſhall defire to preſs upon ſuch Perſons, 
Rev. 21. 8. But the fear, aud unbelieving, and abominable, and Murderers, and 
Whoremongers, and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and all Lyars, ſhall have their part in the 
Lake, which burneth with Fire and Brimitoze, which is the ſecond death. + Here. the. 
fearful are placed in the Front of thoſe which ſhall be caſt into the Lake, -which 
burns with Fire and Erimſtone for ever. This is the ſecond- ſore of Slaviſh Fear, 
which I would depreſs, 


3. Thirdly, Another ſort of Slaviſh Fear which ſhould be eradicated, is this, That 
fear which ſome Perſons take up from the Apprehenſion of inſuperable difficulties that 
attend a Religious State ; like the 1/rae/ites that would not venture upon the Paradiſe 
of Canaan, becauſe it was defended by Gyants. So there are many Perſons among 
us, that if you could look into theit Hearts you would find this Principle ; they con- 
ſider the Weakneſs of their Natures, the Slipperinels of their Plices; and the Infta- 
bility of their Wills ; the Rage of their AﬀeQtions, and the FOI of Tetfiptationisy 
and from thence they thus argue, I ſhall never be able to conquer all theſe 3 ttiersfore 
ſince I ſhall not be -able td attain the Prize, I will venture no Charges ; and ſince I 
cannot finiſh a Religious Courſe, I will not begin it ; and thys they waft ahd melt 

D ddddd away 
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F_A-- away their Days in diſcouraging Fears or worldly Bufineſs. Sometimes poſſibly they 


_ Chap. 16. yi make a Trial, bur they find if they are reſolute one day, they are ſtaggering the 


Jer. 2. 25, 


things, both which are evident to Experience, 


next ; if they are ſtrong one day they are weak another, and at, beſt like Peer, when 
he was walking upon the Water, he ſlipt with one Foot and ſunk with the other : 
Therefore they are of the temper of thoſe in the Prophet Jeremy, they ſaid there was 
no hope, and therefore they will follow their own ways; I ſhall never conquer theſe 
Luſts, never be able to perform theſe Duties, therefore T will fit ſtill, and go no tur- 
ther. To ſuch Perſons I would offer theſe three Particulars. 


1. Do you not believe that there are degrees of Torments in Hell '£ And therefore, 
ſuppoſing this granted, that you cannot attain to that Perfection which God requires, 
will you therefore looſen the Reins to all Wickedneſs? A cooler Hell 1s a kind of 
Heaven; there are ſome laſht with Scorpions, others whipt but with Rods, I ſpeak 
as to the aegrees of Torment. 

2. Seconaly, Was ever the Spirit of God defeQtive to thoſe that ſincerely endca- 
voured ?' Hath not God promiſed to give his Spirit ro thoſe that ask it ? 

3. Thirdly, Ts not Divine Grace ſtrong enough to conquer the Power of Hell, and 
the Deceittulneſs of our Hearts? Is not the Efficacy of the Divine Nature ſufficient 
to repel Temptations, and to reſiſt Corruptions? Conſider, Will a ſmall Candle 
when it is enlightened ſcatter all the Darkgeſs rhat is about us; and will not a Beam of 
Grace in the Soul ſcatter and triumph over Temptations and Corruptions ? Sure Iam 


-that Sin is not an infinite Evil in it felf; but Grace hath an Infinite Power, 


there's an Omnipotency goes along with ir. And therefore it is very great Madneſs 
for a Perſon to ſay thus, T will not endeavour againſt my Corruptions, becauſe I fear 
I ſhall never get the ViQtory over them ; it 1s juſt as it a Man in the midſt of a great 
Storm, for fear of it ſhould leap into the Sea, this you know were Madaels: So tor a 
Man, becauſe he fears he cannot by his own Power and Strength, ger Victory over 
his' Corruptions ; therefore he will leave himſelf to the Swinge of them. Suppoſe a 
Man when he is half a Mile diſtant from his Enemy, ſhould draw his Sword and 
brandiſh and flouriſh it in the Air, as if be would wound him by theſe Flouriſhings, 
you would look upon this Man as mad : But it this Man ſhould mount an Ordnance, 
and level it againſt his Enemy, and then ihould ſhoot at him, you would think this 
were but reaſonable ; although the Act of ſhooting be the Man's, the Force of the 
AQ@ proceeds from the Pouder, Fire, and Cannon, which diſcharge the Buller. So 
for a Man indeed to reſolve againſt bis Luſts by his own Power, and by the Strength 
of his own Reſolutioiis, this can do no good : But for a Man by the Sword of the 
Spirit, and'by the Strength. of Chriſt, to go our againſt his Corruptions; this 4s 
as the diſcharging of a Cannon, there is fome reaſon to expect that Execution ſhould 
be done, becauſe ſuch a Perſon is carried forth by the Power of God. Thus TI have 
opened the firft Head of thoſe Sins which oppoſe the Fear of God by way of Exccſs, - 


and that is Slaviſh Fear. 


CHAP. XVI 
Of SuperStitious Fear, in reſpe&# of things Natural, Caſual, and Religious, 
| which do oppoſe the Fear of God by way of Exceſs. 


Secondl , 5 bi ERE is a Superſtitious Fear, which likewiſe by way of Exccls, 
da - 


| doth oppoſe the Fear of God, I ſhall rank this under Three 


''1. Superſtitious Fear in oe of things Natural. 
2. Superſtitious Fear.in reſpeCt of things Caſual. 
3: Snperſtitious Vear in relpeRt of things Religious. 


| Firſt, In reſpe& of things Natural : And here I ſhall principally touch upon two 


i. The 


# 
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1. The Firſt is the Superſtitious Fear, which many Perſons do exerciſt.iq.sefterence > 
to thoſe Eclipſes, or Natural ' Changes which'may- be: in the Heavens; 1-W.e-ha g GlaP416, 
had in our times a large Experience of the Vanity;of Mens Fears in-'that reſpea; 
Jer. 10. 2. Thus ſaith the Lord, Learn not the way of the Heathen, and be not diſmayed 

at the Signs of Heaven, for the Heathen are diſmayed at them. ; When the Children of 

Iſrael were to bs tranſportcd into Baby/o among the Chaldeans,'who were moſt sk1l- 

tul in thoſe Arts, then doth God fortifie them againſt Judicial Aſtrology, and bids 

them not to be diſmayed at the Signs of the Heavens. I confeſs, ;this 1s an Heatheniſh 

Fear ; but alas we find, that for theſe many Hundred Years this hath continued 
among the Chriſtians, notwithſtanding thoſe Antidotes that have been prepared 
againſt it, And what is the reaſon of it? It is this, becauſe thoſe Perſons look 
upon theſe Eclipſes and ConjunRions of the Heavenly Bodies to be prodigious, and 
to portend and import ſome diſaſtrous. and ſad Events : I ſhall onely fay thus, much, 
all ſuch Eclipſes proceeding from natural Caufes, are not in the leaſt prodigious. It 

15 natura), that the Sun and Moon ſhould meet at determinate Seaſons ; and it 15 na- 

tural that when they do meer, the opacous Body of the Moon ſhould: make a | ago 
Eclipſe of the Sun. Ir were prodigious indeed,. if in the Conjunction-of rheſe two 
Rodies, there ſhould be no Eclipſe ; and therefore for a perſon ſuperſtitiouſly to fear 
ſuch things, he may upon the fame reaſon fear ſad Events every Night that enſues, 
becauſe then the Sun is eclipſed from us by the Interpoſition of the Earth; and there- 
fore this 1s a great Folly. I confeſs it was a Prodigy, that the Sun was darkened at 
the Paſſion of Chriſt, for then the Moon was not 1n Conjunttion with, but in Oppo- 
ſition againſt the Sun: And it was a Prodigy, when there was Darkneſs among the 
Egyptians for three days. But here, fince all things in this manner proceed from the 
' Concatenation that is between Cauſes and EffeQs, there is no reaſon to tremble. And 
therefore God, in Scripture, doth ſometimes deride this Fear, and ſometimes diſſwades 


y, and ſometimes 


from it, ſometimes derides it as matter of Scorn and greateſt Vanity 
diſſwades from it and condemns it, as here in the Text recited to you. ©, _ . 

2. Secondly, There is a Superſtitious Fear 1n reference to Natural things, and that 
principally upon the account of Dreams; for there are-many among us whoſe Fears 
commence from their Fancies, who do not reſt while they {leep, but while their Rea- 
ſon is aſleep their Fears are awake: Thele are the Perſons that have no Dreams but 
what are accompanied with an Interpretation, or with a Prediction; and if one 
Event happens to be true, it is a Rule for an Hundred with them. Now the Vanity 


of ſuch Perſons the Scripture takes notice of, and as an Antidote againſt it, take theſe 
two things. 


1. Firſt, Thoſe that make uſe of their Dreams as a Rule for their AQs, give the 
greateſt Advantage to Satan ; the reaſon is this, becauſe he then is able to exerciſe his 
Power when the Creature is unable to reſiſt him. It once you grant that there may 
be Impreſſions upon your Fancy (in Dreams) of things that are to come, the Dey1l 
then takes the Reins into his own hands, -and he will tempt you when you cannot 
oppole him. : 

2, Secondly, As you give Advantage to Satan, fo it is the greateſt Injury to a Man's 
ſelf; for ſuch a Soul is under perpetual Fear, and makes himſelf miſerable. + 


2. Secoualy, "There 1s a Superſtitious Fear in reference to Caſual things (and this is 
beneath a Sermon, but yet neceſſary for ſome perſons) ſome are tranſported 
with every trifling Contingency ; if the Salt falls towards them, or if a Hare croffeth 
them in the way, preſently they grow pale or red upon it, as if there were ſome 
Evil that muſt enſue; this is the Quinteſſence of Folly. | 

3- Thirdly, And principally, "There is a Superſtitious Fear in reference to Religious 


things, and this oppoſeth the Fear of God, and it conliſteth uſually in one of theſe 
two things. 


1. Firſt, When a Perſon 1s afraid to do that which God allows, or which God 
commands ; and thus Men make more fins than the Ten Commandments. So we 
read of the Jews, they fancied the Name Jehovah was not to be expreſt but onely by 
the High-Prieſt, and that once a Year, and that onely in the Holy of Holies ; and we 
read of the Primitive Chriſtians, they were ſcrupulous about Days, Months, and 


Meats, as if there were ſome Tye upon Conſcience which did retrench them from 
theſe things. 
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RALLY 2, Secondly, As they are abſtemious from what God allows, {o they are exa&t in 
Chap. 16. that which God doth not require, and this is eminently among the Papiſts at this 
Day, I might largely ſpeak of this Sin, I will onely ſay thus much of ir. 


r. All the Services of a Superſtitious Perſon are unacceptable to God. 
' 2, All the Services of a Superſtitious Perſon are odious to him. 


1. Firſt, A Superſtitious Perſon's Services are unacceptable to God. When a Man 
is Carver of his own Obedience, he doth enter upon God's Right, and {ſo his Services 
are unacceptable. There 1s an Expreſſion in Col. 2. 18. Let no man beguile you of your 
Reward in « voluntary Humility and worſhipping of = Ut intruding into thoſe things 
which he hath not ſeen, vainly puft ap by his fleſply mind. There are-two things which 
we may obſerve there, one is from that Expreſſion, a voluntary Humility ; the word 
in the Greek isa voluntary in Humility, one that is a Volunteer-that offers up Will- 
Worſhip to God, the Apoſtle faith he doth intrude into thoſe things which he hath 

Eu8arewor. not ſeen. The Word which we tranſlate, intrade may (with a great Correſpondency 
to the Original Notation of the Word) be rendereg thus, i»vaaing; That is, ſuch a 
Perſon doth invade God's Right, and inſolently ſ*t Foot upon God's Poſlefſſion, as 
ARors in a Tragedy, where they went in a lofty and ſtrutting manner; from thence 
the Greek Word ſignifies to enter upon the Right of another ; ſuch a Perſon invades 
God's Right, and thereby renders all his Services unacceptable. 
2, Secondly, The Services of a Superſtitious Perſon are odious to God. There is 
one Scripture which is moſt convincing, where the Lord ſpeaks concerning the Sacri- 
Ie. 66, 3, fices of the Jews, and ſhews how he doth diſlike them, he that offers a Sacrifice is 4s 
if he cut off « Dog's Neck, and he tbat makes an Offering as if he offered Swine*s blood ; 
where the Lord declares, that he look*d upon their Sacrifices to be no other than mere 
Slaughter, and their Prieſts to be but Butchers ; for although the Subſtance of their 
Sacrifices were ordained by God, yet becauſe they innovated in the Form, all theſe 
*% Sacrifices as they were thankleſs, 1o they were hateful to God. Certainly this is one 
Þ of the Profundities of Satan, to lead a Soul by Superſtitious Fear into theſe PraQices. 
3 And uſvally you ſhall obſerve, that prophane Youth is turn*d into a Superſtitious Old 
Ape; ſo that Sin which was let out at the Gate, returns in at the Poſtern, and 
poor Men work the Work of Death and Hell when they fancy that they are in the 
Way to Heaven. As you ſhall ſee ſometimes a poor Dove, when its Eyes are ſealed 
and dark, it will mount up to Heaven, but alas it is with an undiſcerning Wing, with 
Fear and trembling ; The Dove doth not conſider that this Flight of hers is made 
asa Trail for the Hawk to prevail over her. So here, many blind ignorant Souls 
mount up to Heaven in their Superſtitious Devotions (as they think) but they are 
made but a Trail for Satan. Superſtition is the Ivy of Religion, that ſeems to im- 
brace it, but it diſpirits it, and eats out its Sap and Moiſture : Therefore learn to 
quench and caſt this out of the Soul. The Sum of all is, let us labour to keep alive in 
our Souls an ingenuous and Filial Fear of God, let us fear his Goodneſs that we may * 
not diſpleaſe him, let us fear his Juſtice, ſo as we may not provoke him; kt us fear 
him in all his PerfeQtions, let us fear him as the Angels fear him, as he is the holy 
and the pure God ; and he that fears God thus, that Fear from the ImperfeQion of a 
Man, ſball at laſt be raiſed to the PerfeQion of an Angel ; that Fear ſhall be like the 
Sun, whoſe Light breaks forth into greater Clearneſs, till it arrives to perfe@ Day. 
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Lk To the Right Noble 


WILLIAM 


Duke, and Earl of Bedford; Marqueſs of 
Taviſtock, Lord Ruſſel, Baron Ruſſel of T hornbangh, Lord 
Lieutenant of the Counties of Middleſex, Bedford, and 
Cambridge ; Knight of the moſt Noble Order of the Gar- 
_ one of His Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy 
uncil, RO, OG ts 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


HE Peculiar, and juſt Reſpef which Your Grace hath long had, 
for the Worthy Perſon, whoſe much lamented Deceaſe, occaſton'd 

the following Diſcourſe, eafely induc'd me to believe, it would 
not offend Your Grace, that Your | lluftrious Name zs prefixed to tt. - 


As it alſo was the Senſe of his mournful Relift, that it could be no leſs 
than Your Graces Right, ſuch-a Memorial ſhould be extant, of the favou- 
rable A ſpeFs, wherewith You have been pleas'd to bonour this her ſo dear 


Relative. 


Nor can it be unſuitable to the Noble Amplitude, of Your truly great 
Mind, that it ſhould be told the World, You knew hyv to value true Worth, 
whereſoever you found it. Not confining Your ReſpeFs, to any Party ; or 3} 
diStinguiſhing Men, by any, when eſpecially, the Parties themſelves, are i 
diStinguiſh'd by Marks, which they who wear them, count indifferent, 4 2 
and, which, therefore, mu3t be underStood to make Men, neither better, nor 


worſe. 


And if they who wear them not, count otherwiſe ; tho' they ſhould be 
miſtaken in their Judgment,” after their having endeavoured to the uttermoſt, 
to be rightly inform'd, their Sincerity, accompany d, and evidenc't, by great 
ſelf-denial, mu$, in the Account of fo equal, and candid a Judge, as Your 
Grace, far outweigh, ſo light a mi$take, in ſo ſmall matters, 


Suck Differences will be coſtly tolerable, where there is that mutual 
Charity, as neither to think a different Judgment, to be brib'd with Dig- 
nities, and Emoluments, on the one Hand ; nor to be perverted, by Hu- 


mour and Afﬀe&ation of ſingularity, on the other. 


The Reverend Doftor's great Candor, and Moderation, in reference 
to the things, wherein he hath becn conftrain'd to differ, from many ex- 
cellent Perſons ; and his remoteneſs from any Diſpoſition, to cenſure them 


from 


th. wm 


from whom he differed, have been theſe many Years, conſpicuous to all that 


knew him. 


The Apprehenfion having been deeply inwrought into the Temper of his 
Mind, that the things, wherein only, it could be poſſible for truly good Men 
to differ, muSt be but trifles, in compariſon i the much greater things, 
wherein it was impoſſible for them, not to agree. 


And I no way doubt, but the things for which Your Grace moſt * vines 
ly valued, this excellent Perſon, were ſuch, as have in them, an inherent, 
and immutable goodneſs ; not varying with Times, 07 the changeable po- 

| ſture of Secular Aﬀairs; but which muſt be the ſame, 1n alt Times. Nor 
appropriate to perſons of this or that Denomination, but that may be common, 
to perſons ſincerely good, of any Denomination whatſoever. 


Whereupon, the Teſtimony Your Grace hath, from time to time, given, 
of Your value of him, on ſuch an account, muſt have redounded to Your 
Self ; have refleffed true Honour on your own Name ; fhewn Tour diſ- 
cerning Judgment of Perſons and Things ; and entitled You to his Prayers ; 
b which, I hope, bave been available, to the drawing down of Bleſſings, on 
F- Your Self, and Your Noble Family. OY 


© Unto whoſe, mutt his Prayers alſo be added, for the ſame purpoſes ; who 
is, with the greate$} Sincerity, and under many Obligations, 


Your Grace's moſt Obedient, 


and moſt Humble Servant, 


FOHN HOWE. 
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I is grievous to me to tell you, in whoſe Room and Stead I do now ftand, in this 
Place this Day. E EH 

Nor do I need; you can tell your ſelves, obſerving the Stated Courſes and Alter- 
nations, held in this Lecture, that if the Counſels of Heaven - had agreed with our 
Deſires and Hopes on Earth ; this is the Day, this is the Hour, wherein you had 
again ſeen the Face, and heard the Voice of that excellent Servant of Chrift, whom 
we now lament as loft to us and dead out of our World : Not abſolutely dead. For 
God, who is his God for ever and ever, is not the God of the Dead, but of the Li- 
ving. Dying out of this World, he was born into the other. 
* But 1n that Senſe wherein he is dead to us, and this World of ours, what remains? 
But that we agree to ſay, Let us dye with him. © | ra _ 

And theſe are the Words, which if God will graciouſly afford us his Help and 
Preſence, we may fruitfully entertain our ſelves with, upon this ſad Occaficn at this 
time ; you will find them in —— 


Then ſaid T bomas, which is called Didymus, unto his fellow 
 Dilcipks, Ler us alſo go, that we may die with bim, | 


H E Hiſtory to which theſe Words belong, contains fa illuſtrious, and in- 
ſtroQive an Inſtance of the Redeemer's Power over both Worlds, and 10 
plainly ſhews, that he could, at his qaanke tranflate Men our of the one 

 1nto the other, as might beſt ſerve the proper purpoſes of his Redemption, 
that it can never be unſeaſonable to us to conſider it, who are always ſubje& to the 
ſame Power. And it is very eſpecially ſeaſonable at this time, when we have reaſon 
enough to re-conſider his late uſe of this Power, in another kind, leſs grateful to us, 
but not leſs wiſe, or juſt in it ſelf; not the recalling of one, out of the other World 
into this, but the calling away of one, out of this world into the other, rhe tranſla- 
ting of this excellent Perſon from among us, whoſe longer abode here had been = 5g 
deſfreable, as his removal is moſt bitterly grievous, and muſt have been intolerable, 
were it not that tho? this is not the /ame atZ,. it is an ACt of that ſame Power over Lives, 
which in all its Exertions, we are always to behold, with the ſame profound, ado- 
ring Silexce, and a diſpolition of Mind, to reccivelnſtruQion from it, whether it be 
pleaſing to us, or diſpleaſing. _ | ahh RIS 
I will make no Apology for my recalling your Thoughts, ſo long after to this faq . 
Theme, Our mutual Endearedneſs, bis condeſcending Aﬀte&ion ro we, and my reve- 
rential Aﬀe&tion ro him, were ſo generally known to thoſe that knew eirher of us, 
that it might be expeQted I ſhould ey ſome publick Notice of this ſevering Ot 
Leccce "2 
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and I may ſuppoſe my Circumſtances to be ſo known, that it is obvious to every one 
to Re I could do it no ſooner. Ob 0 

It will not be unuſeful, ro make ſome brief Refletion, upon this miraculous Work 
of our Lord, and thence return to the ſpecial Subjet, which I defire your Thoughts 
may be fixed upon, as mine have been. It was the moſt memorable of all our Lord's 
Works of this kind, yet not mention'd by the other Evangeliſts; leſt, as is ſuppoga, 
it ſhould revive the ſewiſh Malice againſt Lezares ; who, as Epiphanius tells us, was 
reported to have liv*d 3o Years after, within which time the others had all writ, 
hs ah this Evangeliſt wrote not, till aftcr his final deceaſe. 
It was wrought for the ſame great End, for which all his wonderful Works were 
done, and written, generally, for the Glory of God, as is intimated, v. 4. and par- 
ticularly, as this Evangeliſt tells us, . Ch. 20. 20, 21. That we might believe that Jeſus 
was the Chriſt, the Son of God; and that believing we might have life through his 
Name, And tho? they all had this deſign ; This, toward the end of his. Courſe, ſeems 
meant for the laſt, and concluſive, ſtroak, having a brighter, and more conſpicuous ap- 
pearance of the Divine Glory in it, for a fuller, and more convictive, demonſtration, 
that he was the Son of God, and the Mefſias, as he gave himſelf out to be. And all 
things were deſign'd in the apteſt Subſerviency hereto ; that, once for all, this long 
diſputed Point might be put out of all doubt. ; 

For this End it is ordered, that Lazarus ſhould at this time fall ſick. Nothing more 
appeared to Humane Proſpe&, but that the Diſeaſe befel him according to the com- 
mon courſe of Natural Cauſes : But ſays our Lord, This Sickneſs is not unto Death ; 
vis. as the final and permanent event, or deſign of it ; but for the glory of God, that 
the Son of God might be glorified thereby, V. 4- God's Counſels lie deep, not obvious to. 
common view. When ſuch a Servant of God is fallen ſick, we know not what he 
intends to bring out of it. His Glory, may in his own way, ard time, ſo much the 
more deighnly thine forth, tho? we yet diſtinQtly know not when, or how. 

Upon this:account, when our Lord not only heard of Lazaras'*s ſickneſs, but knew 
he was dead, he yet defers two days, even tho* he knew him to have then been at 
leaſt two days dead before : . So that when he now comes to the place he finds him to 
have lain four days in the Grave; v.17. Herelſolves to give ſo much the greater ſcope, 
and advantage, to the Glory of the divine Power, to diſplay and evidence it felf, He 
defers till now Death, and the Grave, were in full dominion, that his Conqueſt mighe 
be the more glorious. He had before rais'd ſome from Death, none from the Grave. 
The lamenting Relatives were now in deſpair : The thoughts of Reſtitution were 
quite laid aſide. All their hopes were buried with the Deceas'd in the ſame Grave, 
as may be colleQed from ſundry following Verſes. 

In the like deſpair, not long after, were the mournful Diſciples, concerning their 
not only deceaſed, but entomb*d Lord, unto whoſe ſurprizing ReſurreQion, this ſeems 
a delign*d Prelude. | 

e bereaved Relations, and their Comforters were now all abandon'd to Sorrow, 
and drencht in Tears. And with the reſt we are told, v. 35. that Feſus wepr. 

But why was this? Was it that he knew not his own Mind, or diftruſted his 
own Power ? 

He had given ſufficient Intimation of his own purpoſe, and of the Foreſight he had 
of the certain, glorious Iſſue, of this gloomy dark Providence. *Tis evident there- 
fore for what he wept pot. Tis not ſo obvious to conclude for what he wepr. | 

It is moſt unworthy 7 wp to ſuppole his was feigned Sorrow, or that he ſhed hy- 
pocritical Tears, Nor was this the only inſtance of his weeping ; No, no, he was 
a Man of Sorrow, acquainted with Griefs ; and had always in view, ſufficient cauſe of 
real. Souktrouble, as this is call'd, v.33. He groaned in Spirit and was troubled ; It 
muſt be, by the Contexture of the Evangelical Hiſtory, near the time of his weep- 
10g over Jeruſalem, when his Soul was fild and taken up with ſad and mourntul 


Themes. 

But who can tell what thoughts lay deep in that large and comprehenſive Mind ! 
We are ſure, tho” he wept with the reſt, that *rwas not as they wept, nor from the 
ſame Motives. His thoughts were not as their thoughts, but as tar wider, and higher, 
as the Heavens are than the Earth. We have no way to know what his thoughts 
were, we know What they might be. He ſaw. not Jeruſalem only, but all this World 
buried in Sin and Death. He could not as the ſecond Adam be, the Refurrection and 
Life, as he ſpeaks, v. 25. without beholding, with a compaſſionace Heart, the Im- 
purities, and Miſeries, wherewith it was delug'd by che Firp, 


And 


OT POBLRE: I 


« 


in order hereto, ver. 39. he commands the Grave-ſtone to be remov*d; negleQing 
the Objettion, v. 39. [by this time he ſtinks. ] 


goes on to his preſent intended Work. | 


He obſerved, with a compaſſionate Indulgence, the Diffidence, which he meant 
ſpeedily to refute.. Nor, becauſe we alſo are too prone to preſcribe limits to the Di- 
vine Power, ought we, for his Indulgence, to be the leſs ſevere to our ſelves. 

Forgetting the Tranſcendency of that Power, we think his or that ſtrange, and 
ſcarce poſſible io be done, becauſe we too lightly, conſider the equal, or greater, 
ſtrangeneſs, of what we ſee is doxe. We count things eaſe, that arc by uſe become 
familiar to our Senſes, and apprehend we have the Notion of them clear, and how 
they can come to be as they are; not having examin'd, or enquir'd, whether our Ap- 
_ preheafions were right, and congruous, or not. Things that have nor ſtruck our 

Seniz; making our ſelves apd even our ſenſe, the Meaſure, we count impoſlible, aad 
unconceivable. STE . 7 

By the Courſe of Nature, our Senſe hath told us, a Body fo long in the Grave, 
muſt be outrid, and fink. © But who ſettled that courſe of Nature? It we aſcend not 
to the original Cauſe, cue Fixation of: that Courſe is as adnurable and unaccountable ; 
if we do, « departure "vin it 15 AS calle, + LE TE 

What can the wiſeſt Piuloiophers conceive. of the difference between an offenſive 
ſmell, and a grateful ; but the different diſpoſition, or texture of ghe Particles of Matter, 
in relation to the ſezſorium, or the receptive Organ? When, what that different diſpo« 
ſition is, remains altogether unapprehenſible,, and what no Man can ell. 29S 

We go away well ſatisfy*d Cray. what we lee happens every day, becauſe we 
never inquire how things came to. be as they are; when what we have not known to 
come to paſs, tho? not more difficult, we ſay, can never be. z 

Otherwiſe we ſhould think it no more admirable, or difficult, to reduce in a mo- 
ment, the parts of Matter to ſuch a ſi«s, as that they ſhould give no offence to rhe 
Senſe of ſmelling, tho? before they did, than it was, to the ame power, ſo to diſpoſe, 
that, in one ſort of /ocation, they ſhould give that offence, in another, they ſhould 
not, and perhaps, in a third, highly gratity: and pleaſe ! Thouſands of like inſtances 
might be given, but this comes now 1n our way. , ants te 7 

The World is full of Miracles ; we are compatt about with ſuch, and zre ſuch, There 
is *tis true, a peculiar notion of them, as neceſſary as they are themſelves ; ſignifving, 
not what is done by a greater Power, but /e/s uſual. ER 

As ſuch, the uſe, and need of them only argues the infirmity of our minds, ſunk 
into earth and ſenſe, and\grown ſomnolent ; whence they need to be rowzed, by ſur- 
prizing, and uncommon things ; and brought to conſider, that he only, who could 
fix and ſettle the ſo ſteady Courſe of Nature, could alter it, and make it forſake its 
wonted Tra : Which he muſt always be ſuppos'd to do, for ſome very weighty, 
important'eud, and reaſon, So abſolute Power, being ever in ſtrict ConneQtion with 
the moſt perfe&t Wiſdom, and therefore claiming to be the moſt earneſtly attended 
to, 2nd coniidered the more deeply. | TO | 

To that Power that could create a Man, *twas equally eaſy to perfume a Grave ; 
or to 1nake a new Mas ſpring up out of it, in freſh Strength, Comelineſs, and Vigour, 
To re-compoſe the diforder'd parts of a Body turning to Duſt, and refit it, for the 
Union, and Uſe of the returning .Soul. This he will not do often, but he ſaw a juſt 
and valuable reaſon for his doing it at this time. nano ey 
He was now to give, and leave behind him, a full Conclufive Demonſtration, once 
for all, of his being the Son of God, by whom the Worlds were made. And the Chrizs, 
or Meſſiah (the great controverted point of that time) which v. 5. is call'd; Glorifh- 
ing the Son; who for aſſerting this, was. calumniated as an Impoſtor and Deceiver- of 
the People. p | Th. 
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He was to give'a Specimen of his Power, as ſuch, over univerſal Nature, and that he 
could at pleaſure controll, and countermand the moſt eſtabliſht Laws of it. All things 
oh, 13. 3- being put azder that Notion, «s he was the Chriſt, into his hands, and all Power given 

atth. 28. 18. 1; both in Heaven and Earth, ſo as that, by him, all things on conſiſt. A Power he 


—— 


Gol.117- wasto uſe, being gradually, and at laſt, perfeRly, to make all chings new. 


V. 2% He was to make good his own Title, I am the Reſarrettion and the Life, which he 
aſſumes in this Context ; to let it be ſeen he was no vain Pretender; and that it was 
no vain Faith that ſhould be plac'd upon him, in this reſpe& ; but that what he ſhould 
now do, as to one, he was able equally to do, in the fit ſeaſon for every one, when all 

Ch. $. 28- that are in their Graves ſhould hear his voice. ; 

He was to thew forth a reſemblance of that more peculiar AF, of his moſt graciouſly 
Eph. 22 undertaken office, to be a Spring of Life to Souls morally dead, viz. in rreſpaſſes and 
OS. fins. To give this, divine, and moſt noble kind of /ife! to do that, moſt merciful, 

and moſt Godlike work ! 
He was to take away all cauſe or pretence for deſpair, but that, whereas a death 
was to paſs upon himſelf, and upon his Church on Earth, both he himſelf, and it, with 


wo Ifa. 26- 19+ his dead body, ſhould ariſe. 


© Therefore he utters that mighty commanding Voice, at which Rocks and Moun- 
tains tremble, and ſhiver, and which all the Powers of Nature muſt obey ; 
Lazarus come forth ! 
and he comes forth. Mo | | 
Where Laza- Theſe things we now lightly touch, hoping they may be of further uſe to us after- 
rus's ſor] bad yards. 


beenin the mean ; : . ; | : 
time, was too light a matter, to weigh againſt theſe mighty things our Lord was intent upon. His concefns were to yield and bow to his Lord 


4 Maſter's great Deſigns : He could not be unfitter for his own Buſineſs afterwards, than the Apoſtle in the like caſe ( for ought that he him- 
ſelf _ ) Es for his. The conſideration of this matter did not atvert our Lard Bil, from what he was intent upon. nor let it divert us, 


but as a lighter matter, be left for the exerciſe of lighter Minds. 


We expe not the like thing in our preſent mournful caſe; but we expe& greater 
things ; for which we are to await our Lord's Seaſon. | 

'In the mean time, let us return and conſider, what is overtur'd in the Caſe the Text 
refers to, when, as to any ſuch Remedy, the mourning Friends expe&edas little as we. 

Here was a worthy good Man gone, A Friend of Chriſt, and of his Friends. 
(CALEnINy ove no Man a Terreſtrial Immortality. Chriſtians, even the beft of. 


them, muſt die as w«ll as other Men. 


This was a Matter taken to Heart by Chriſt himſelf, as we have ſeen, in « way be- 


coming, and worthy of him. 

His Diſciples alfo are deeply concern'd, and they conſider, and diſcourie it, their way. 

| One of them, Thomas, who alſo was calPd Didymas (wherein is no other Myſtery, 
than that his Name is firſt given us in Hebrew, then in Greek, as is not unexampPd 
elſewhere) propoſes, as you have heard; | 
Let as alſo go, that we may die with him. | 

Out of the abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh. There was, no doubt; 
an abounding fulneſs of Senſe, in this good Man's Soul, from whence theſe Words 
did proceed. | | 

And it might be two-fold : 


Either, 1. Good and Commendable, fit for our Imitation, and where- 
to the temper of our Spirits ſhould be conform. 

2. Faulty and Reprehenſible z ſuch, as againſt which, we ſhould arm 
and fortify our ſelves. | 


Such mixtures are not to be thought ſtrange. Tis little to be expeCted, that in 
what is ialtly bag, by the beſt o» Exrtb, on an (occaſion apt to ſtir Paſſions, there 
ſhould be nothing but pure breathiogs of Heavenly Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. 

1. Under the former Head, we ſhall ſpeak of x wan: things which we cannot, in- 
deed, be ſure were the explicit, diſtin& Senſe of this good Man, at this time, but which 
might be; and ſhould be ours on a like occaſion. Which well agree with Chriſtian 
Principles, and which his words ſerve s enough toexpreſs; as, | 

i. A firm belief of « future ſtate. Did this good Man only defire to partake with the 
other 3x Death, and no more? Did his Wiſh terminate here? Can we apprehend any 
thing good, or defireable, in meer Death, that one would covet to ſhare in, with another? 
Or which one would be loath he ſhould engrofs alone? Nor could Thomas mean 
this, having heard that Lazarus was already = It cannot be thought, that one 


who 
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who had been ſome Years in immediate attendance upon the Sox of God, the Lord 
from Heaven, and under his InſtruQtions, and who had ſo much opportunity to ob- 
ſerve, that his whole deſign lay for another World ; and that he never cocdurag © his 
Followers to expe& from him any advantages, above others, in this World, but 
forewarn'd them of Troubles, and Sufferings, to which they would be always liable 
from it, and that they muſt be content to wait for their Rewards in another State. 
| It is not to be thought that ſuch « one was an Infidel in reference to any ſuch State : 
Or that he thought his Friend ex:;»d, by dying : Or that when he wilht to be with 
him, he wiſht to be no where, or nothing. SLEPT 
2. A Mind looſe, and diſengag'd from this preſent World, He could be intent upon 
no great L efigns for this Earth, who, with the next that leaves it, was willing to 
0 too. : 
, 3. Eaſie, placid thoughts of dying. He look'd upon Death as no fuch frightful thing : 
That could ſo familiarly, and hd ſay, when he thought of ſuch a one's dying ; 
Come, let's go, and die with him, - | | = 
4. A diſtinguiſhing Judgment concerning the States of Men hereafter, remote from 
thinking it fares with all alike, in the other ,World ; but well inform®d, that it could 
only be'.#H, with ill Men ; and well only, with the good. A ſettled Perſwaſion of a 
Judgment to come. According to the declared Rules of which Judgment, this pre- | 
ſent Judgment is formed. That they who continue in 4 courſe of well-doing, ſhall have. 8 
Eternal Life; Evil-doers, Indignation and Wrath. -— This Wiſh could not be thoughe * 7" 
leſs cautious than his, who ſays, with diſtintion, Let me die the death of the Righ*Numb. 23, 10. 
teous, —— It muſt be far from him to be content, God ſboeld gather his Soul with Sin-val. 16. 9. 
ers, The future ſtate was, no doubt, conſider'd, as a ſtate of Separation between | 
Men and Men. He could not covet to be aſſociated with good and bad, promiſcu- 
ouſly, and at random. 
5. A rationally charitable Opinion, -and eftimate, that he was ſincerely good, and happy ; 
with whom he coveted to be united in Death, Sach a» Opinion, is all that is here requi-. 
ſite. Faith it cannot be, for the ObjeU is not a revealed thing. ' Kyowleage it is not, for we 
_ have no medium to know it by. That we have more reaſon to think zh#s, than rhe 
contrary, of ſuch a one, is ſufficient, and that this ſhould be imply'd, in this Wiſh, #s 
weceſſary. Here was an Apprehenſion, of an happy ſtate, the other was paſs*d into. - 
'That Saying, Sit avima mea cum avs 0:5 imply*d, that he who ſaid it, thought their 
State better, than ſome other Mens. And Thomas could not but have ſafficient reaſon, for 
his Apprehenſion of Lazarus's Sincerity, ſo as not to doubt of his Felicity, His Houſe, 
he obſerved, was our Lord's reſort. Here he was received gladly, by him, and his _ _ 
good Siſters. | His Do&rine, we have cauſe to think, he entertain'd as well as him- = 
ſelf, and himſelf, for his DoCtrines ſake. The peculiar affeAion our' Lord had for © *© 
him, obſerved by the Domeſticks, that ſay, He whom thou loveſt. is ſick, v. 3. noted 
by the Jews, with a beho/d how he loved him, v. 36. could leave Thomas rio ground 
of doubr, but he was a ſincere Believer on the Son of God, and now, in a bleſſed 
State : So are Chriſtians, viſibly ſuch, to eſteem of one another, and accordingly to 
| have Communion with one another, in Grace ; and hope, and wiſh for it, i» G/ory. 
A Temper, now, very alien from too many, that go under that Name; who make 
not the great Subſtantials of Chriſtianity the meaſure of their preſent and hoped Com- 
munion, but deviſed additions of their own : Or rather, not what they ada to, but 
ſubſtitute in the ftead of, Faith, Mercy, and the Love of God ;; and licence themſelves, 
to aſcend the Throne, uſurp the Seat of Judgment, and boldly damn all them, who 
arg not of their own Complexion, and Party ; and that cannot fo far confornr to their 
Humours, Paſſions, Prejudices, and Interelted Inclinations, as to ſay, and « inevery 
thing, juſt as they do.. EY | | 
6. A moſt ardent, and moſt generous Love to fuch grod Mew, upon that juſt, and rea« 
fonable apprehenſion of them. For what Love can be greater * How can'one more 
highly expreſs Love to any Man, than by a declared willingneſs to . live, and die with 
him; and ſimply to die, when he gan no longer live with him, Love raiſed co this pitch. 
is ftronger than Death.” Heathen Story is not without ſuch Inſtances, of ſome, whom 
no dread of Death could ſever from each other ; but that they have been willing, 
.as the Caſe ſhould require, to die with, or to die for, another. To be either each 
others Companions, or Sub3titutes 10 Death. | | | : 
The Tyrant Dzonyſffus havigg ſentenc't to Death one of that admirable pair, Damon Related b Ci- 
and Pythies, and fixt the day of Execution, the condemned Perſon petitioned for kave 2 © * _ 
to be abſent upon important occaſions; in thar interval, his Friend offering himſelF, vers athers. 
as his Sporſcr, to die for him, if he returned not by the appointed day. He return- 
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ing punQually with all diligence, knowing his Friend's Life to be, otherwiſe in ha- 


Phil, 1. 14. 


1 Theſl. 3.8. faſt 


Chap. 2. 8. 
2 Cor. 9. 3+ 


Hor. 


————_— none nt ono 


zard; the Tyrant, in great Admiration of their mutual Love and Fidelity, pardons 
the condemned, and requeſts of them both, that they would admit him, as a third 
Perſon, into the Society of their Friendſhip. | 

What they tell us of divers others, I mention not, whom no death could ſever : 
whom dangers did more cloſely unite. 

Such as are conjoyn'd in the ſame common - Cauſe, their mutual Love, mutually 
animates them, even to face death ; becauſe each finds the other will not flinch, or 
leave him in danger alone. Many waxed bold by the Apoſtles bonds, when they could 
not but be chow Bonds of Death. No doubt, becauſe he was dear to them. So 
that they were willing, even to run into the ſame Bonds, becauſe he was bound by 
them, Even in this Paſe, Love caits out Fear, And what could more either expreſs 
his own Love, or tend to inflame other Mens, than when that great Apo#/e beſpeaks 
the Chriſtians of that time, as having his Life bound up in theirs? I /zve if ye ftand 
that he was ready to impart, with the Goſpel, even his own ſoul to them, be- 
cauſe they were dear to him. And that they were in his heart to live and aye with them. 
There ſeem'd to be but oxe /ife, common to him and them. When there are ſuch 
Unions, that each, is to the other, an a/ter Ego, another Se/f; and another's Soul, 
is to a Man as half his own ; as he pathetically Phraſes it. Here is the height of 
AﬀeQiion } And that Af.eQtion murually heightens each others courage, and is a con- 
tinual and reciprocated ſource of a generous Magnanimity, ſpringing from the one, 
Into the others breaſt ; while they perceive in one another, a mutual vying, who 
ſhall the more adventurouſly ruſh upon death, for, or in ConjunQtion with, the 
one: ; ©; | De ; 

T his ſeems not alien from the temper of Thomas's mind in his uttering of theſe 
Words. For when our Lord propoſed going into Jude, other of the Diſciples ob- 
jeting that the Jews had there, lately ſought to kill him ; He, when he underſtood 
Lazarus was dead, whom he knew to be a friend to that Cauſe, tho? he dy*d not for 
it; Come, ſays he, let us now fear no death, let us ruſh, in media arma, throw: our 
ſelves into the midſt of death, and there breathe forth our ſouls, full of Love, to God, and 
Chriſt, and him, and one another ; even upon the ſame Jpot, where this Friend of our 
Lord, and our common Cauſe and Intereſt, breath'd forth his. Theſe noble Principles; 
Fortitade and Love, might have made two diftin& Heads of Diſcourſe ; but they are 
ſo complicated, and interwoven with one another, that they were ſcarce to be conſi- 
dered apart. pd ny | DR R01] 

| Aid this Complication, theſe Words moreghan intimate. — That their hearts may 
be comforted* (or incited, and ftirr*d up, as the word there uſed ſignifies) being knit toge- 
ther in love. : 

7. 4 lively apprehenſion of the large, abounding diffuſion of the divine falneſs ; ſuffi- 


ciently able to repleniſh, and ſatisfy, all that ſhall be prepared to partake in it. 


That this good Man's eye was upon ſomewhat elſe, than meer Dearth, and that he 
covered not to die, for dying ſake, muſt be out of doubt with us. He certainly aim*d 
at a bleſſed State after Death. And who can ſuppoſe his mind void of that fo com- 
mon notion, that zhe Bleſſedneſs of Souls muſt lie in God? But this could not be all. 
The faint, ſpiritleſs, notion, of a felicity to be enjoyed in God, could ſignify little to 
the preſent purpoſe. Here mult be a /ively, guſtfal apprehenſion of it too. For here is 
intervening death to be gone through. And he expreſſes himſelf willing to attempt 
this difficult paſs. Let as go---- that we may dye--— | 

How few do you know, or converſe with, that are without chis notion, that God 
is the Blefſedneſs of Souls ? Or that affent not to it afſoon as they hear it ? Yer how 
few do you know, that are willing to die, to enjoy him ? No, no, they are generally 
willing, rather to eat the duſt of the earth, and feed upon aſhes, thouſands of Years, 
than go to God for a better Portion ! Notwithſtanding their dead, ſpirirleſs, ineffica- 
cious notion of a divine heavenly Felicity, they had rather want it. A Blefſedneſs not 
to be had oz Earth, cr that muſt come by dyizg ! They bleſs themſelves from ſuch a 
Bleſſedneſs ! | : = 

*Tis plain then, there muſt be more than a dead notion, to overcome their Averſjon 
to dying. And what can be that more? ?Tis as plain, it muſt be a vivid apprehenſion 
of ſuch a Bleſſedneſs in God, after death. 

And that imports two things. I an 

1. 4 Divine Faith of it. It muſt be the apprehenſion of Faith, and of a divine 


| Faith. Almoſt every one pretznds to believe it ; but it is generally, with an humane 


faith only. Becauſe their Parents, or Preachers, or the common voice of the Country, 
UTE | hath 
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hath told therh ſo. 4 doe faith, is fol. of divine life, and viger: 18 ſab 
and evidence of what is believed. The Soul being over-pow?red into this belief | 


pre heg- 
ven, They have the Kzxgdom of God, in them, which ſtands i righteoa/neſs, peace, rom. 14, t11 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Such an earneſt ſpeaks their ae right, while oo are yet has 
ſenſible of the great ImperfeCtion of their preſeat tate. They are therefore willing 
to dye, that they may be made perfe&. They now know by rſt. what it is to enjoy 
God, O taſt and ſee that God. is good! --=-- A meer notion informs us not ezoagh, ſo-as py, 341 
to «Fuate owr Minds what that means. Notwithſtanding it, the carnal mind can frame. 
no diſtintt heart-moving thought of felicity ; other, or more grateful, than the reliſhes 
of meat and drink, or the fatisfaQtion of ſome, or other, mean, or carnarzed appetite. 
They that have taſted ſomewhat of an higher &:ind, long for more, and moſt of all 
that moſt perfeQ fruition, which they mult paſs through death to attain. =_ 

We will not ſuppoſe this good Man to have been deſtitute, of ſafh « faith, and of 
ſuch taſts, of the heavenly felicity. And as, hereby he was not without a /ively ap- 
prehenſion, of the kind and natare of it, fo we muf ſuppoſe him, to have a like ap- 


- 


rehenfion go: 
: Of the large, copious, abounding, and diffuſtve falneſs of it. Whereof his. words give 
ſome Intimation. Let «s go, and die with him. He doubted not of a ſufficiently ex- 
tenſive Communion in this Bleſſednels,  q. d. There is enough for him, and us all. 
And ſuch an opp 9 weall ought to have, of the Bleſſedneſs of the Heavenly 


ſtate, into which we are to be intromitted by. death, that it. is enough for all that can be 
in any poſſibility to partake in it. 'So that the abo 


ity tO part ding plenirude. of no- ones pot- 
The kind and nature of material, for good, hath 2 remarkable, and moſt agree- 
able affinity to what is ſaid (and what upon very ftrit enquiry, one knows-not how, 
not to ſay) of Matter it ſelf, that it is perpetually diviſible; but ſo, as that every 
part, and particle, is ſtill leſs and leſs. Whereupoa it cannot but be, that whatſoever 
any enjoy of zerrene good, ſo much is detratted from the. reſt. .. Of JutellefFeal,  Spiri- 
tual Good, Knowledge, Wiſdom, Grace, Glory, the caſe. is quite. different. - Let an; 
poſſeſs never ſo much, it nothing diminiſhes anothers nolſeſtion, in the ſame kind. If 


* 


ticty, from that fulneſs, that filleth all in all. 


Nat that we can apprehend any th 


make dying 
what is to follow. 


ſtian Frien 
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| And how can we but apprehend the vaſt difference ? Whatever delight Good men, 
on Earth, have had in one another's ſociety, they muſt, then, be better Company 
than ever. | 

How hard is it now, to communicate our Sentiments! We know not what our 
ways cf Converſe ſhall hereafter be,” but we know that ſuch words as we now ule, 
are very ſlow, defeQtive Media of conveying, our Minds and Senſe, to.one another. 
W hat a difficulty da we now find, if we apprehend a thing clearly ozr ſelves, to make 
another Maſter of our Notion ? What Circumlocutions do we need ! What Expli- 
cations, to make another underſtand our meaning | And then thoſe Explications need 
further Explication ! And ſo we run our ſelves into new difficulties, and entangle one 
another more, and more. Moſt of our Controverſies ariſe from our miſtaking one 
another?s Senſe ; tho? too often thoſe Miſtakes are wilful with them who'love Strite 
more than-Truth : And it is induſtriouſly endeavour?d, to pervert each others Words, 
and pur'Senſes upon them quite beſides, or azainſt our true inteng. But if we ſpeak 
and hear with the greateſt Candor, and Sincerity that is poſſible, we are ny 
not underſtood aright, either through the Unskilfulneſs of him that ſpeaks, to chuſe 
the apteſt  ords, and Forms of Speech, or Unattentiveneſs, Incapacity, and Dul- 
neſs, in them that hear : Frequently from both together. Hence is the Converſation 
of Chriſtians ſo little edifying, tho? they diſcoutſe of uſetul Subjetts, which, God 
knows, there is little of amongſt us ! Tho? much more than is commonly apprehend- 
ed, proceeds from want of Love, that ſhould let us into one another's Minds, and 
Hearts. 

Our very Sermons, when we ſtudy to make important things as plain as we can, 
are loſt upon the moſt. Tho? here we ſee the advantage of a Peoples having a Love 
to their Miniſter, which is a mighty Oratour within themſelves, ana will make them 
endeavour to take in his Heart, and Soul; as on his part, his Love to them will 

1 Theff, 2. 8. make him willing, as we heard from the Apoſtle, ro impart, with rhe Goſpel, bis 
own Soul. | 

But as to Chriſtian Converſe in this our preſent State, beſides the difficulry of un- 
derſtanding one another,” all, even of them who have great Treaſures of Knowledge 
in them, are not alike converſable, and communicative, nor any, at all times. The 
deareſt Friends often find one another indiſpos'd, otherwiſe buſie, moroſe, ſower, and 
on of humour ; apt to take; and perhaps, to give Offence, on one hand, and the 
Ot '-; : : N pt: 

And whereas we ſhould moſt intimately converſe with oar ſelves ; upon the men- 
tion'd accounts, we are, now, very often the worſt Company that can be, ro our 
ſelves ; thorough the Darkneſs, Confuſion, Intricacy, and Incoherence of our own 
Thoughts ; the Fervour, and Tumultuation of i# Afeiions, and the fluggiſhnefs, 
and drowſje torpor of Good. And in what caſe are we to pleaſe others, by our Con- 


verſe, that have ſo much cauſe, to be always, ina very great degree, diſpleaſed with 
our ſetves ! | 


| When Death ſhall have diſencomber'd, and ſet us free from all ſorts of Diſtempers, 
_ and brought-us, into the ſtate of perfeQt, and perfeQed Spirits, how deleQable will 
that Society be! When all ſhall be full of Divine Light, Life, Love, and Joy, and 
| freely communicate, as they have receiv'd freely | How pleaſant will it be, to fit down 
with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of God, To converſe with Angels ! 
'Thoſe wiſe, kind Creatures ! 'So full of profound Knowledge, and Benignity ! in- 
ſtructed by long, uninterrupted, Experience, and Obſervation of the Methods of the 
Divine Governmenr, and. Diſpenſation ; highly pleasd with our acceſſion to the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly; that rejoiced in the Converſion of a Sinner, whereby but one, was here- 
after, .in due time, 0 be addex,_much more in the glorification of ſo many, that are now 
attually added to them \ | 
_ - Whatdelightful communings will there be, of the Myſteries of Natore ! Of the 
methods of Providence ! Of the Wonders of Grace! Of the deep and hidden Connſels 
of God! Ta what part it ſhall be agreeable to his Wiſdom, and good pleaſure, to let 


them —_ and ſtand in view. 

© The Conferences at the Travsfiguration, made the tranſported Diſciples ſay, *Tis 
good to be here ; When the Glory, which while it oppreſt, pleas'd them. Tho? this 
was but a tranſient view. 4 - 


But 


—_—— 
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But above all that i is conceivable i in that oi other ſtate, how deleQable will the] rar 
ciety be in Worſhip ! In theit' unanimous adoration of the, Ever-ble ed, God! "Fathe IT 
Son, and -Spirit !- - P__ 

In how pleaſant, Eternal Raptures of: "Delight, and Praife, will alf thoſe exctlt n 
Creatures be, that inhabit and repleni the” 'vaſt Realms' of Light, and lifs; wh 
_ all behold, how: the or Lin, of Bei , Lo hr, Life, ie ela J, and Perfition, 7 

by a perpetual EM, (pring from the Firſt, "The Fon urn of all Being, . The Pz- 
rent of {o glorious, and ſo numerous a Progeay! all Gon Hfe, and, bearing, the bright 
Image of their Father |! ke Ea 

O the inexpreſſible pleaſure of this conſociation'i in ” Hor) ip, Pere vally tender?d. 
with ſo abſolute a Plenitude of Sarisfafion,' in the. dueneſ; Of * it! And, the yu/tfol ap- 
prehenſion of what thoſe Words import, WW orthy art thou, O L,9vs "Gs eac 
his own a, with juſt ſelf-approbation, and hi h Deli t; heighte 2d | 
hended, perfeQ Uoanimtiy, and that there is among tl hho Gl 

Whence it cannot be but'to worſhip God in Spirit and Trath beto enjoy 
And that he is not, under any other Notion, * more the katisfying Obie dof our Ex 
ment, than as he is the ObjeCt of our Worſbip. prnSs be 

What room, or pretence, is there now left, for unvillingneſs 10 Wis, on the account 
of Relatives, we have been wont to converſe with in hrs World? WY, Tuck, an &.x- 
—_ as this, 1s to be made by d, ing ! But, : 

We are alſo to conſider, Thert might be an intermixtere in the tem mper of this good, 
Mar s Sprrit, when he uttered theſe words of Jowewhat faulty and blameable. , Which. we, 
are to be caution'd againſt. 

1. There might be too li; tle conſideration had, of the dignity 6d lat o ' Hemgne Life; : 
of which the great God takes > particular. Cate, to, puard' and ſu aln._ at both. þ 
Law and Providence.” And of this Creature, "May, \fo hoble a part of-D:zine- Os 
manſbip, and whom he ſer over all the works of his Hands, in hs Lower World. To 
propound throwing away, at once, lo Jnany foch Lives, ſeems ſomewhat t too 
precipitant. £ 

2. The woras ſeem not to ſevour enough 0 Frba deference that 1 is aue 10 = God of 


A 
mike our r days. It might have been {aid, ph rags TN ere LEN ow, 9 2 
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_ Expreſſion, 


_ —ſ Ee 


mms Preteen oem ent, 


This was in Beehany, but two Miles off; a convenient retreat. The Maſter of the 
Houſe is himſelf giſlodg'd : And whereas, tho* the Foxes had holes, and the Biras 
Neſts, the Sew of Man had not where to lay-bis Head. This Diſciple might probably 
think, where . ſhall be our next reſort ? Where 1s there a conſiderable Perſon to be 
found, that will hereafter give us Harbour and Countenance? He might hence be in- 
duc'd, even to utter his conclematum eſt; and to this purpoſe, ſay, now he is dead, 
Let us all go die with him.  _ + PHE ge 

"Their Lord and" Maſter had before told them, of his being &re long to be taken 
from them ;; and that his followers muſt count upon taking up of their Croſs aaily. And 
what, might he think, is to become of us, upon whom, left deſolate, the ſtreſs is to 
tie, of the Chriſtian Cauſe! What Storms will be rais'd againſt us, whole Province 
it muſk be, to Pant and propagate a. new Religion in the World ! The tendereſt 
Concern in all the World, and about which. Men are moſt apt to þe enrag'd at any 
Actempt of Tnnvyation ! Apd by us, unearned, unintereſted, obſcure and contem- 
rible men ! By what be here ſays, he ſeems. not afraid to die, but he ſeems 4/ra'd to live, 
and face the Storm, and contend with the Difficulties, of that (even hopeleſs) under- 
taking, which he perceiv'd himſelf, and his Companions, delign'd ynto. Rather 
than chis, he ſeems to apprehend a preſeyr Death was to be choſen. | 

"And I, now, no wa Foubr but any ſerious Perſon, that ſhall he at the pains to 
commune with himſelf, will judge, there may be ſuch quick turns of thoughts, this 
way, and that, as thoſe oppoſite Senſes of this Paſſage do import ; the Variety, and 
Contrariety of Principles that are in us, in this imperfe& State, makes it no impoſſh- 
ble thing, but that, amidſt the various. Agitations of a muſing Mind, ſomewhat of 
Grace, and ſomewhat of Sin, yea, much. of an holy end heavenly temper, with ſome 
egree of incogitancy, haſt, and fault diftemper, might be vented together in ſuch an 


* 
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. And now. for the Uſe of it,, we muſt have diſtinct Reſpect to both tlieſe ſorts of 
Senſe, which the Words may admix of. - And, 

. 1. For whatſoever of gooa Senſe they have in them, let us endeavour to have it 
deeply impreſt,. and inwroughr into our Sols, 

"Sofar as, _ good and ſelf-juſtifying Accounts, one may wiſh to die with' ano- 
y holy and good, : Let us labour to be in that Temper of Spirit, that 


ſs fr om all worldly Enjoyments, - and Deſigns, as to be ca- 


Doth 
path... I's he ſo.carnely. minded is death, in a far more 
ghar aniRarchly Abode,' before the Pu- 
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This I muſt therefore fay and teſtifie in the Lord, That if avy will indulge therns 
ſelves in ſuch a Temper ot Spirit ; and whoſoever goes, even of the moſt excellent 
of God's Saints and Miniſters, they would (becauſe they love the. preſent World 
more) ſtay with the laſt; as to ſuch, our Preaching is vain, and their Faith is vain. 
| Bur if there have been any within the compaſs of your Knowledge and Acquain- 
tance, of whom ayzng, or ately dead, you could ſay, Let me die with him, or die to be 
with him, Ot whom would you rather ſay it, than of rhe excellent Dr. Bates ! 

But do you expe I ſhould give you a diſtiaQ and full Account of him ? Many of 
you know, or may eaſily apprehend, I have not been in Circumſtances, by. which #t 
could be ſo much as poſſible to me. The ſurprizing, overwhelming Tydings of his 
Death, with the Signification of my being expeQted to do this Part, firſt reach'd me, 
by juſt eſtimate, at about 200 Miles diſtance. Nor did any thing to that purpoſe; 
from ſuch as were concern'd, come to my Hands, ?till a Fortnight after his Deceaſe. 


At my Return, towards the end of the Week preceding this ſad Solemaity, I had © 


my own Charge, from which I had been long abſent, ,to provide for againſt the 
Lord's Day : After which, only one day interven'd, wherein Thoughts that accompa- 
nied me in my Way, were to be reduc'd into ſome Order : But had I had never ſo much 
Time and Leiſure, I cannot byt reflet on what was ſaid of that famous Roman, to 
give the juſt Praiſes of Cicero, Cicerone laudatore opus fuerit. There was med of Cicero 
himſelf to be the Encomiaſt. No Man knows how to ſpeak becomingly of the Excel- 
lencies of Dr. Bates, that hath not the Eloquence of Dr. -Beres. p40 
He did that Office moſt laudably for divers others, for thoſe Reverend and truly 
Great Men, Dr. Mato», Mr. Clarkſon, Dr. Facomb, and the admirable Mr. Baxrer. ; 
But now there is no Man left to do it ſuitably for him, 7. e. that both is fit and 
willing. | 
So that this part comes to be devolved, upon the unfitteſt among many, 
Yet thus, while others have declin'd it, out of a modeſt Opinion of its being abov 
them, whoſe Abilities and Conveniencies, for the Performance, did much more con- 
cur : This looks hke an Art, and Contrivance -of Providence, to greate» him the 
more, that every one reckons him zoo great for their Commendation :- And;. that con- 
ſequently, he is to paſs out: of our World, - as one too. big for our Praiſes, with-no 
Excomium, or that which is next to none. Sr RIES 
Tho? I firſt had the Opportunity, and great Pleaſure of his Acquaintance, above 
Forty Years ago; yetI have no preſent way, while I am writing this, of 'knowing,; 
or recolleQing, with Certainty, wr; ng of the carlier days of his Life. As therefore 
the Caſe is, the little I ſhall ſay of hu 
rater. 
Nor in giving ſomewhat of that, can one well omit, Z 
Firſt, To take notice of, what muſt with every one, come fr in view, vis. His 
ſelf-recommending Aſpe&, compos'd of Gravity and Plea/antneſs, with the graceful 
Mien, and Comelineſs of his Perſon, {1k 
| That was ſaid upon no flight Confideration. of the Nature''of Man, from unbrib'd 
common Eſtimate, that whatever a Mag's vertuous Endowment be; *tis the more 


taking and acceptable, as coming, 


) 


wht E palchro corpore. 


From a handſome well-fram'd Body. God had deſign'd him to Circumſtances, and 
a Station, not obſcure in the World, and had accordingly form*d him with Advan- 
tage ; fo as that his exteriour, and firſt-aſpeQable Part, might -draw. Reſpe&t. And 
tho” the Treaſure to be lodg'd there, was to be put into 4» Earthen Veſſel, yet even 


| that was, wrought, Meliore /ato, of finer, or more accurately figur'd, and better tura'd 


Clay. He wasto ſtand before Kjngs; you know in what Relation he ſtood 70 ome, as 
long as was convenient for ſome purpoſes ; and how frequent occaſion he had of ap- 
aring (never. unacceptably): before another. His Concern lay not only with mean 
Me, tho? he could tell alſo how to condeſcend to the meaneſt. His Aſpe& and De- 
rortment was not auſtere, . but both decently grave and amiable, ſuch as might com- 
mand at once, both Reverence and Love ; and was herein, not a hizg, but the rrae 
PiQure of his Mind. ' _ EY To 
I may (to this purpoſe) borrow his ow» Words (and whoſe could I more tight- 
fully borrow, or to ſo much advantage?) concerning that excellent Perſon, Alderman 


m, ſhall be, not by way of Hiſtory, bur of Che- 


Livius. 


Prov. 22. 29: 


Ihid, 
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962 A Funeral Sermon on Dr. William Bates. 
—__ Afbburſft, whoſe fragrant Memory will long ſurvive the Age he liv'd in. And O that 
his Example might govern.in Loxdoy, as long as his Name lafts ! Of him the DoFor 


* Epiſile to the ſgyg, * A conſtant Serenity reigned in his (Countenance, the viſible fign,of the arvine Calm 
Funeral Sermon . | 


for Mr. Benja- #8 bis Breaſt ; the Peace of GOD that paſſes all Underſtanding ! IT 
min Aſhhurſt, And who:could have faid this but Cr. Bates! Or ſo appoſitely have apply*d 
pag ” what had an . higher Author! So exprefſively ! fo fully ! fo truly! and juſtly was it 
wo ſpoken! ' --- ; | | 
7 Bur alfo, of whom could [this have been more fitly ſaid, than Mataro nomine, of 
Dr. Bates !/ How rarely ſhould we fce a:Countenance fo conſtant, and ſo faithful an 
Index, of an undifturb'd, compogd Mind? 7 
Thorough #ha, if we look*d into zhis, -how rich Furniture of the Inyer Man ſhould 
we-ſoon perceive, and admire! 1% x 
His Natural Endowments, and Abilities, appear'd to: every Obſerver, great, much 
— the common rate. His Apprehenflon quick, and clear. His Reaſoning F«- 


wry acute, prompt, and expert.; So.as-readily and aptly to produce, and urge cloſe- 
ly, .the ſtronger and more-pregnant Argumes/s, when. he was to uſe them ; and ſoon 
to diſcern the Strength of Arguments, afhe was to anſwer them. - His Jedgment pe. 
netrating and ſolid, ſtable and firm. Adis Wit never' vain, 'or-light, but moſt face- 
tious and pleaſant, by the Miniſtry of a: Fexcy, both very vigorous and lively ; and 
moſt obedient to his Reſon ; always remote'both from geo ie and enormity. 

His Memory was admirable, and never faild, that any one could obſerve, not im- 
pair'd by his great Age'of: 74: Inſomuch, that Speeches made upon Solemn Occaſions, 
of no \in-clegant. Compoſition ( fome whercof the World hath ſeen, tho? extorted 
from hiny with great difficulty, and by much Importunity) he could afterwards re- 

peat to a word, when he had not penn'd one word of them before. And his Ser- 

mons, wherein-nothing could be more: remote from ramble, he conſtantly delivered 

from bis Memory. And hath ſometime: told me, with-an amicable Freedom, That 

be \ 7 hee it, to teach ſome that were younger, to preach without Notes. _ -* 
His Learwing, and acquired Knowledge of Things, — reckon'd to lie within 

| | that Compals,. was a vait Treaſure. He had liv'd a'long;- ſtudious Life ; an earneſt 
zellw. Gatherer, and. (as:the Phraſe is) Dewowrer of Books. + With which he had ſo'great an 


acquaintance, and they that were acquainted with him ſo well knew it, that one, 
barpiad a pogo of his Station, -and- the Eminency of his Endowments, as 
greata Pillar, .and as excellent an:Ornament of the Church, as any it hath had for ma- 
oy an Age,” hath been known ro ſay, 'That':were he to colleQ a Library, he would 
as ſoon conſult Dr. Bates, as any Man he knew. -He' was indeed himſelf a living 
One. . bt 

He knew how to chuſe, and was curious'in his Choice. -Whatſoever belong'd' to 
the finer, and more polite-ſort.of Literature, was moſt grateful rohim, whea it fell 
intoa'Conjunftion.with what: was alſo: moſt uſcful;'' Nothing. mean was welcome 
into his Library, or detained there ; much leſs CO to be entertain'd,-and laid 
up, in the more, private Repoſitory of his 'Mind.' ''To ſpeak of wok poco Parts of 
his Learning wherein he--excell'd,' were:to trifle, when there are ſo many viſible BE 
feas extant, that enough inform the World. OLED CS, £2 ICGIFT Be 

His Divine Knowledge, and the abundant Grace of God in him, have been emi- 
nently conſpicuous, the ſame way, in great part'; but:ptherwiſe alſo. 

_ For his private Converſation was 10 inſlraitive, 10 quickning, in reference to what 
lay within the Confmes:of Rehgion, and' Godlineſs, that no- Man of ordinary 'Cas 
pct could hear his ufual, and moſt familiar Diſcourſes, but either with great Neg 

g ; 2 $3 *1 'B- Fa HY TL? 
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ence, or great advanthge.. | 


When he hath been to cbnſider-a Caſe of Conlcience,- I have ſometimes had oppor: 
tunity to: obſceve, with what W iſdom;:; whar Caution, what Tenderneſs, he hath 
(poken to it, and with what Compaſs' of Thought ; turging:it: round this way, and 
hat ; moſt ſtriQly regarding: our Sacred-Rule, and: SOgning all -Circumftances that 
concerned the Cafe : But \withal, takmg) occaſion from©theince (when the Perſoas 
cancern'd have riot been preſent) to. magiific-and:adore:the Grace of God ; which 
he would do moſt patherically, and with great AﬀeQtion;-for keeping us out of the 
Way of Temptation. Which he thought was too little conſidered by Chriſtians ; 
and thereby ſavings from the Intanglements, and Perplexities of Spirit, as well as 


trom the Scandajs that befel many. I never kaew any more frequent, and affeRio- 


nate, 
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nate, in the Admiration of Divine Grate, upon all Occaſions, than he was; or who. 
had a deeper Senſe of the Impotency, and Pravity of Hamax Natare. 
His Diſcourſes were uſually (as our Rule direQs) ſavoury, as ſeaſoned with ſalt, and 
ſuch as might miniſter Grace to the Hearers. 
He, was frequently viſited by Perſons of higher Rank, and that made no mean Figure 
in the World. Of whom, ſome have acknowledg'd, that going abroad upon hazardous 
Employments, the have receiv'd from him, ſuch wiſe and pious Counlels, as have 
ſtuck by them, and they have been the better for, afterwards. | - 
- Tho? in his communing with the many Friends, whom he irrefiſtibly conſtrained 
to covet his moſt deſireable Society, he did not exclude the Things that' were of com- 
mon hemaxe Concernment, he il diſcovered a Temper of Mind moſt intent upon 
Divine Things. He did not look with a flight or carelaf Eye upon the Afairs of the 
Pablick ; but conſider, and ſpeak of them as a Man of Proſpei#, and large Thooght, 
with much Prudence, and Temper ; not curiouſly prying info the Arcane of Govern- 
ment, or Reaſons of State, which it was neceſſary ſhould be under a Veil ; much leſs 
rudely cenſuring what, it was not fit ſhould 'be underftood + But what was open to 
common view, he was wont to diſcourſe of: inffrudtively; both as lying under the 
DireQtion of Providence, and-as relating to the Intereſt of Religion. 
Nor was he wont to baniſh out of his Converſation the pleaſentneſs that kily be- 
long'd to it : For which his large Acquaintance, with a. bor delightful Variety of 
Story, both Ancient and Modern, gave him advantage beyond moſt. . His jadiciows 
Memory, being a copious Promptua rs of what was profitable, and facetious: And 
diſdaining to be the Receptacle of uſcieſs Traſh. To place Religion in a moroſe Sour- . 
neſs, was remote from his PraQice, his Judgment, and his Temper. | -But his Dif- 
conrion taking in, often, things of a di Nature, were interwoven: with Re- 
ligion, on, and centered in-it ; eſpecially ſuch things as were molt intimate, and vital toir,  , 
thoſe things, he was wont to ſpeak, with that ſavour and reliſh, . as plainly ſhew'd, b, 
| he ſpake not  fatcedly, or with affeQation, as aQting a part; but from the ſettled 
Temper, and Habit ot his Soul. Into what 'Franſports of Admiration of the Love 
of God, have I ſeen him hreak forth | when ſome foreign, or not immediately 
relating, to Pradtical Godlineſs,: had taken up # good part'of our time, | How eaſic 
Step did he make of 'it, from' Earth-to Heaven !-/ {1 ; |: 
* Such as have been, wont,. ina more ſtated Courle,.to: reſort to him ca tell, Whe- : = 
ther, when other Occaſions did all in,! and claim their part, ui the-Diſcourſes of -thar = 
Seaſon, he did not uſually:ſend theoevaway, with: Ion Ebes ones tended ro better their — 
Spirits, and quicken ther in;their Way Heavenward ?  - "5M 
With how high: Flights, of: Thought, and AﬀeRion was he rant anal; of the 
heavenly State! Even like a Man much more: of-kin to that other World, than to 
'F this! 
1 _ - And for his Miniſterial Rualiharions and Labours ; Dol need tolay any. thing to 
Themſelves, who had the Benefit thereof? Either them, "_; have ſo many Years 
' lived under his moſt fruitful; xnli hening,. | ; iſe _ ihackr 
Week by Week, as his beloved, peculiarly prividedg'd Charge;ac £ y 
ful, deſolate People!- Who have 'been 7 with the heavenl: 
with-the Fruits of the. Tree of Life,” that grows in the. midit rep 
ſo prepared, and preſcated to them, and made pleaſanc-to: their: Tai of 
haveever bad: But.now: fit in Sorrow, hogelols of fully orany:equab 
Tranſportation: Os Paradiſe ic ſell, whence all anne __ feat bo 
come! . | = OL 5 Ui hs 48 3 #4: FT] 
Or do I need to loſe fuch Tohahitanes al Lk. as in a.  eakied Thr enMonbh 
Conrſe, have, tor: many Years, s mags. 5" whiy, been wont to hang upon his'Lips ? 
To whoſe, tf toany one's tn our Y | Ia ers'beloag? d; of- the Wiſqand the Prov. IG 7) 
Righteons Man's Lips, whichare ro: wo dipr Knovieage,: ; and. (which: w'therefore Chap. 10. 21. 
moſt agreeable) .to.feed many. ) a00Dint; 
Or can it be needtul roaequaint the World? Whohave' Volumes of his Diſcourſes, 
or Sermons in their Hands! Or tell them of their ſingular-E: 
well tell me ! Icanſpeak to none of his 
ly furniſh'd, and-miaſſt skilful, Diſpenſer of Divide Know! 


ments, a 
ew jag of the Myſto 
of the Go oſpel of Chriſt, an inſtraited Scribe, able ro bring forth of bis Treaſury Ts 
new «nd:ol. 


but who may fay to me, as thoſe Simwitas Chriffiens, We believe bin 
EE, ne nn 


@ 


m—_ 


964 ne 


—__— 


A Funeral Sermon on Dr. William Bates. 


CC CE 


And they may ſay ſo, with Judgment, upon this Proof, that ſhall conſider both che 
ſelet#, Fen and wo Perot Mane of his TraQates, and Sermons, publiſhed, or 
unpubliſhed. | | : 

And the peculiar way and manner of his Trad ation thereof. | | 

For the former : The choice of SabjeFs; and of ſuch Materials of Diſcourſe, as are 
to be reduc'd, and gathered in to them, diſcovers as much of the Judgment, Spirit, 
and Deſign of the Compiler, as any thing we can think of, When we conſider what 
ſort of things, a Man's Mind hath been exercis'd, and taken up about, thorough ſo 
long a Courſe and Tra&t of Time; We may ſee what Things he counted grear, im- 
portant, neceſſary to be inſiſted on, and moſt conducing to the Ends, which one, of his 
Calling, and Station, ought to deſign, and aim at. And are thereupon to appeal to 
our ſelves, whether he did not judge and deſign aright, and as he ought ? 

As what could be of greater Importance, than to diſcover the Harmony of God's 


Attributes, in the Work of ſaving Sinners ? The Fine! Happineſs of Man : The Four 


* Many others Lift things, '&C, * 


will be ſub- 
join'd to this 
Dilcourte. 


lay guaruov 
wv. 


W hat more important than that of Spiritua! Perfection ? Which laſt he dropt, as 
Elijah, his Mantle, when he was to aſcend into that State, moſt perfeQly perfeQ ; 
wherein that which he had been diſcourſing of, oxen terminates, Read it, and in- 
vocate the Lord God of Elijah! ſaying, Where #: he 

Nor were his Diſcourſes of leſs Conſequence, that, in his ſtated Courſe, he deli- 
ver'd to his conſtant Hearers. They were always much ally*d to the Lamp, and did 
not need to fear the brighteſt Light. 

His laſt Sermon in this place, (who of us thought it the laſt ! Hearing it delivered, 
with ſo much Life and Spirit ?) challenges our Re-conſideration over and over. 
*T was about Sins againſt Knowledge, from Luke 12. 47. A Warning to the Ape, ut- 
tered (tho? not faintly) as with his dying Breath. O that it- could have reached 
Ears, and Hearts, as far as the Concern of it doth reach. The Sins of our Days, of 
Profeſſors, and of others, are more penerally, Sins againſt Knowledge, than hereto- 
fore, and may make us expeQ and dread the more Stripes, that Text ſpeaks of. 

As for his manner and way of handling what he undertook, we may uſe the. Words, 
.-which he recites from the rae cur Biſhop Wilkins, concerning Mr. Baxter ; 
which, no doubt, if there had then been the occaſion, he would have judg*d not un- 
applicable here alſo : That he caltivated every Sabjett he handled, and had he liv'd in 
an Age of the Fathers, he would have been one. His Method in all his Diſcourſes, might 
be expoſed to the moſt critical Cenſurer. What could be more accurate ! 

And for his Stile, it was even inimitably, polite, and fine; but' to him. fo natural, 
that it was more uneaſie to have uſed a coarſer Stile, than ro others; ſo neat a one as 
his was. Nor is it to be thought ſtrange, that there ſhould be i» this, a peculiarity ; 
Stile being, to any Man, as appropriate, upon the Matrer, as his Viſage, or Voice; 
and as immediately depending on the Temper of the Mine, in ConjunQtion with 
Fancy, -as that is, more or leſs, brisk, lively, and vigorous ; as the: other do on the 
Complexion of the Body, or the Diſpoſition of the Organs of Speech. They | that 
would, in this Caſe, attempt to force Nature, would, I ſuſpeQ, be very aukward at 
it, would bungle ſcurvily, and foon find, they had better be content to creep on all 
Four, than aim to fly and ſozr, with borrowed' Wings, or ſtoPn Feathers. . Tf God, 
with a Man's Nature, gives a Diſpoſition of this kind, it may, in his younger Years, 
admit of innocent Improvement : But that which is voſt peca/iar to any, in this re- 
ſpe, is what one inſenſibly lides into, with no more deſign, than one hath t o walk 
after this, or that manner; by which, yet, many Perſons are known, and diſtinguiſh- 


able from other Men. :.. 


But I dovbt not, that Excellency in any ſuch kind, as hath been anciently obſery*d 
of Poetry, and Oratory, muſt have its Foundation in Natere ; and they that will ſtrive 
againſt eber Stream, will ſoon perceive, that ſuch Proverbial Sayings were grounded 
upon prudent Obſervation and long Experience, That a Mercury is not to be made of 
every Log; And that Nothing is to be attempted, invite Minerva, or againſt ones 
Geniss, and natural I=nc/ination. | un 

Therefore that Monition, Lege hiftoriam ne fixs hiftoria, one may vary and ſay, 
Cave, &c. Take heed of « Proverb, leſt thou become 4 Proverb, That is eafie, and plea- 
ſant, which is nataral. | | 

And now when the Grace of God ſupervenes, and doth exalt, and ſublimate- Na- 
rure, it makes that meer Beginning, and its Progreſs, into U/e and Caftom; which is 


ſaid - 
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ſaid to o be a freond Nature, ſubſervient to very high h and excellent Purpoſes; as isemi- 
nently conſpicuous in the Do#or?s peculiar way of Preaching arid Writing : Bſpecially 
in his frequent, moſt apt, Similitudes, and:Alluſipns ; to-be' attribured-toa brisk and 
vivid Fancy, regulated by Judgment, and ſanCtified b Divine Grace, ſo as greatly to 
ſerve his pious Purpoſe ; to illuſtrate the Truth: he deſigned to recomment], and give it E 
the greateſt advantage of entring into' the Mind, with Light and Pleaſare; andat once > 2 
both to i»ſtruf# and delight his Reader, or Hearer. And {o: much more grateful have = 
his Illuſtrations been, by how: much the more they have been ſurpriſing, and remote 4 
from any fore-thought in them that read, os heard. + And I may here: treely put-tiis 
moſt conſtant attentive Hearers, upon recolleQting, whether he have not. uſually 
pleaſed them, by ſuprifing them? (for I know there are Surpriſals uograteful enough.) 
And in moſt Sermons, whether” they did not meet wi.h-what- they did not expect 
from him ; and might in vain have expeRed from any t ody elle ! | 
Some, it is Poſſible, may find fault with that in' this kind, bo which chey | can do no- 
thing like themſelves ; who yet, Thope, ma admit of Conviftion of their own fault, oY 
herein, by gentler means, thag- by being put in 'mind 'of the Fable. - They might, \ MF 
upon.the matter, as well find fault, That God had made him a taller Man than the : + 
molt ; perhaps, -than themſelves; or of a more comely Complexion, or that all were 
not of one Stature, Size, or Feature. Tf any do, *ris moſt probably ſuch, to- whom 
_ one may truly ſay, they blame what they could not mend,- nor he, help ; at leaft, with- LE 
out much pain to himſelf, and to no purpoſe. | : 
One may venture to ay, that in that xe way of expreſſing himſelf, which was be- 
come habitual to him, he much more pleaſed others than himſelf, For-: in the Excel- 7 
lent. Mr: Baxter, he highly commends mach anorher way, ſaying of him *,, He had 4a* In his Fune- 
marvellous felicity, and copioaſneſs in Speaking. There was 8 Noble Negligence in his Stile.* o mon 
For his Great Mind could not. ſtoop to the affetted Eloquence of Words. My 
Very excellent Men, excel ia different ways: /The moſt radiant Stones way difter | 
in Colour, when they do not in Value. 
His Judgement in Ecclefattical Matters, was £q be known oy, = s Praftices and it was , 
ſuch, that he needed nor care who knew it. © 1 4 
He was for entire Union of all viſible Chriſtians, (or PF or Believers, which in. 
Scripture are equivalent Terms) meaning by Chriftienity, what-is effential. thereto; 
whether Do#rinal, or Prattical, as by Humanity, we mean, what is efſential ro-M 
ſevering Accidents, as. not being of the Eſſence. - And: by. Fifibility, the probable. « 
Praxance thereof. And for free:-Communion of. all 35a of- :wharivenes Perſwafion, 
in'extrs-eſſential Matters, if they pleeſed. And: this deſign Fe pear Pat's, as 
long as therewas any hope; deſiſting, when it "nypes al and refolvidg to 
watt till God ſhould give a Spirit ſutable hereto! irom earn; on, that, when 
Principles on al hands, were ſo 'eakily accommodable, and yer that there was wich 
too many, a remaining\inſuperable relu&tancy to the Thing # ſelf, Hos ouſt. work 
the Cure, and-not Mea. Elon alſo, in the mogn Alt Shag: 
Miſrepreſentations, it was better to caſt a Mantle over the Faili ings\of Br rethre 
be concern'd to dete& and expoſe them. | Knowiag, that \jf we por ncipally.'fo 
citous for the Naws of God, hewill in his own way: and wes 'Eake Cre of 0h $A 
10 this Sentiment he was port alone, hi * and ſo 13346 - ton ct LOTINN 
But now-is this great Lutinary, this burns ing-Light, (oqtextin&, 
gone out of our fri pr 'We for « Seaſon ns in ebix. Li b ng re we not: 
mourn for'its Diſappearance ? -? et not withogr hope. * Toth P0845! 3-2. 6 WORK I. 
ON: the xp aneupang- Loſs: of his DomeRtical)Relgtives! Wha, i; eſpeft of h 
moſt private Ca 9, Jad Converſation, are: deprived. of ſuch an' Heedy Fa Y 
Guidt y / yet in this Wl ate adrartine that Gags nothing thay; is Ce tin? up. 
his room, the are undat a neceffity” to beral ahetnſalves thier, -where the ſore 
and falleſt Relief i6t0be had. - Having inithe mean tinie,- among Mortals, OY gone WON 
ter Number of Fellow-ſufferers and Fellow-Mourners, to bear'a: part withthem in - 
their Sorrows, and ready to afford them all ſutable Conſolation, chan mot! in this World 
can be capable ofoambing in ſvch.s Caſe. -* +> > | i, az, 
Let thoſe of his own peculiar Charge; let thoſe that wore. wont; cho not ſo itenl; 
in a ſtated Courſe, to hear him in this Plece, with all Or: his more Cechead Tear- 
ers, mourn, that 'they'are to hea! 00 more his-1 ighty Sentences, his. oney> 
dropping Words : Letthem mourn,” that never heard" to : were never 
allured, never won, that were always deaf to this Charmer, tho” charming ſo je, 
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Let thoſe that have got Good by him, mourn, that, i» this may, tiiey are to get bo 


more; thoſe that have:got-none, that they have loft. fo much of their Day ; that 
they are. to be addreſs'd, by this perſwaſive Advocate for, Chrif?, and their own 
Souls, no more. Te 4 Tag TITS 

Let his Brethren, all of us, mourn, that we have. loſt fo prudent, ſo humble, 
ſo inftru&ivez ſo encouraging « Guide, ſo bright an Ornawert from among us. 

But let none of us mourn without Hope. hoe | I 

God will be-an Husband to the Widow truſting in him, and the Father of the Fa- 
therleſs, taking Godin Chriſt for their Father, and their God. He hath not ſorgor 
the Titles he hath aſſum'd.. jo. | | 

He can alſo find, or make for his Widow'd Churcn, a Paſtor after his own Heart, 
And the great Shepherd and Biſbop of Sonls, that gave his Life for the Sheep, tho" he 
was dead, is alive, and lrves for evermore. All his Hearers, tho? they are no niore to 
hear his pleaſant Humane Voice, founding in their. Ears, if they. attend and liſten, 
.may hear a Divine Voice crying after.them, This is the Way, walk in it. And let 
them know, that the Goſpel he preach'd, is immortal, and never ates, tho? all Fleſh 
is Graſs : And his own Books, tho? he 7s. dead, yet ſpeak. out 26 1 P1400 

We, his Brethren, were .to follow him, as he followd Chrift,; who will himſelf be 
with us, always to the. end, The Work wherein he. was engag*'d, was common to 


him and us. Herein, if we follow him, tho? not with equal Steps, faithfully en- 
deavouring to turn many to Righteouſneſs, we ſhall ſhine as he doth, like the Stars in 


the Firmament, we need not be ſolicitous, tho? not with equal Luſtre, as one Star 
differs from another in Glory. Aids. + Lal ind Seng 
_* The Cauſe wherein he ' was engag?d. unto. his Death, and from 'which no: offered 


 Emoluments, or: Dignities, :could ever draw him, was not that of a Party ; for he 


wasof none, and was of itvo large a'Mind to be -of any, but that Noble Cauſe: of 
Union and:Communion, with all: Chriſtians that, hold the Head. : That Cauſe is 
not dead with him. Y LNGNT PSIet ow: 


Now:that he is dead, we are to ſay, as that is the Voice of the Chriſtian Faith. of 


Divine and Brotherly Love, let ws aze with him, \but not as it is the:Voice of 'De- 
ſpdndency, or Deſpaz. ,-'Let us covet.to. be with him in that bleſſed-State-; the: Re- 
ality whereof we believe, and of which our Faith is to be to us the Subſtance and 


Evidence; ::.-- | 


--- I know no good Man, \that, knowing him, woald: nor ſay, -Let :me. die with (him. 
I very well know, | who wos/d. And, if Breaſts could. be nl ove to InſpeQtion,; as 
by.a Glaſs, do know, in whoſe Breaſtithis ſenſe would be: ,.engraven, -as::with 
the Point of a Diamond. O ! that my Soul were in his Souls ſtead; or, if the: Supreme 
: Diſpoſer had thought fit, or ſeen an equal fitneſs for Tranſlation, that; I'bad Wy'& with him 
: Bat, Enowing: hes zach greater a_— iz this W orld, O! that [had ay a. ferhivs. 
. For fince*tts expr efly ſaid, « M7 e ought #q y. down our Lives for the Bretbren, I Joh;-3.26. 
A Life chat  ceuld,: regularly, and efftitually, have. redeem'd. hisg, had teen 1aid dow) for 
;many,i.in that one, of holy, prudent, heavenly Dr Bates;: This is; the. Senſe df one; nor 
wear, | blefled be God, uf the. Bafireſc.0f Life, avd that ehjoys-as:much of:che-Com- 
forts of Life; -as any :Mzn-can reaſonably wiſh,,: Karce any one-more. - But, it- muſt 
be confeſs*d, as this World was not worthy of this Servant: of Chriſt; ?tis-become 
far lefs worthy now" fo excellent a-Perfan bath 'left-ix;1;:His! Love, his Gonverſe; was 


.pleaſant, beyond whatuanbe expreſt |. 


46a who nant. 11o to 3450 ooh 
'Tis now a Grievance not to bave.a part;with ahe, filent\Maurnefs; whien:Lamen+ 
tatiuns coitld freely;tidfe! been ponred-forth, ,withatt, noiſe or:{ interruption! :As the 
Gaſes, otcellity\ lays d-reſtraint,; and! leaves it. af cafietithing jo: die, than meep!ver; 
otharmile, ican oneibe: ſhy, in a way: that can-admir; it, +tor'tell. the World, that»to 
liveinvitz Baw.he idea out of [it,; much -leſs. deſciyes.the Name of -Life:!! 16: cop. be 
fett;. thacthdle Words,camong the many; \Diviee-Rppturts,! ofithat Holy Man, have 
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- 
3 i ihe 1 vo * 
[ DR ps NOTY by : ; 
(6-445) HOSO)-D1GHER-O1-vDE53! 


| Co a HE % $3 TE TH ; ' ' 5 
Sh ® A oirf9 Di SORT 28117 TI0O13;. k 


4 


. of . »  £ ; PY 
Cx. ras l IF ET. *t af t49% This gfe. Th $ » of FAITE 
TH%®EZ1 *% {KI 3- CMETT cif $034: 393 168 13H Vo ) £2413 {il #1 BIS + fv kk X £84 


HEE As 6.3 bk JETTY 
Julian Exit. If 0ne may-annocently:borrow Wards; i from ſo impuse a Mouth, they - are very ex- 


" | 3h | . G 
FT TT: prelſive > {+ [care coont.onyfelf « Man, -phen nithout:lamblichus:-._1 ; - 
yp « \ 1 554 . : 1 Ka. | . 
eric £3090 RAR, Oe i) 2103, 07 Ie9h :vgwis 072% 3608 now 1 bonus 
21 I Here 
104 ; 


3 ERS on A £8 
Py el NY - (3 


os 


the Glory of God; that when the Caſe was deplorate, and ho 


otherwiſe, than to make Proſehtes, to their ſeveral Parties. And this | is t | 
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A: Funeral Sermon. on Dr... 


Here were twq gouls knit together, as the -Soul of Fo 
ſent Separation, ſhall. be bur. For a little while. And by þ Of 20 
15 more grievous, the Re-union will be with the ſtronger Prop 
delightful, everlaſting Coheſion, As. alſo, Separation £ 'om.thi 
ich the eafier; One great "Weight is, added 
aſe) 2nd, thither.”. How'can that bur. be a | 
tial Toe hath caught up ſuch a. Man!. 
into the ſame lkeack, and fx 60,6 am 

Ss: 


fan wo ere FagpdN 
d Man would; bp | 
one be. weary, of iy Word, not ll 


Thus 


er! terrene. ( 


lb ve) hb ? 
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our Cauſe be not: chat ano any 
Caſe, of which you have h 
here, let a op; and 


the Cauſe that. 
But [ muſt free 


ile it is 
;:£0 lis, 


— Eracually ng. Seay: And or Pome ically, which have his ten "EEE my 


Shiicdd. I only fay this for Illuſtration, not for . 
That Sickneſs and Death of his, was not in order to a 


Days well? he might, ſurpriſfi ſpring up again alive. 

Thee « not, but #8 Sickweſ fs "Sf Diakeo 5 ring incompar y 
and (for ought I know, of many more of us) may be appointed, the far 
for the Glory of God; that is, as tending to introduce char Dearh, which i: 
our common Cauſe; which ſach Men help to keep alive, by their: 


tho? in a languiſhing, fainting, Condition, every Hour. - TT OE 


Think me not fo vain, as to reckon, excluſively, the: Cauſe _ Diffeaters* th 
Cauſe | now ſpeak of: No, no, I ſpeak of the Common Cauſe, of all ſerious, ſober 
minded Chriftfans within the Common Rule, or without it. 1 neither think 4x; 
one Party to include all Sobriety of Mind, or to exclade all Inſobriety. © 

But I apprehend Converting Work to be much at a ſtand, within the Pules, 'that 
Men have ſet up, ſevering one Patty from another, - and. withoet them.. Few are 
«ny where brought home 70 Gog, through Chriſt. And God knows, too few deſign i, 


glorious Converſion. EE 
Serious Piety, and Chriſtianity, kapits, every hs. Many bat b 
ro live are dead, and putrified, al ſtiok! Common Juſtice, and Righteoul 
are' fled from among us. Sincerely FO” and pious } en, way is Optoma 
ſenſe, apace. You know, if Deaths aud Barials, ſhould, in hs. Week eel Bills, exberd 
Births, and other Acceſſons, to the City, whither. this: fend; ZE Fo 54 _— : 
When /o many great Lights are withdrawn, both ſuch as were. w FREE a Ns 
nal Church Conſtitution, and ſuch as were without It. Is there no danger God fhout 
alſo remove the Candleſtick ? hy | | wat 


Qur Obduration, and inſenſible Srupidity, portends a dead ly 1 
drawing on. And mult ſach Lives go, to make 4 way for God's Anger? 
on a more general, and more dreadful, eppro«ching Death !' Oh! that God- 


rent the Heavens, and come down! He may yet melt our Hearts, and make t vo 2 


ow at his Preſence, notwithſtanding their mountainous, rock; he, and hardneſs, 
ork may be the means of ſaving ſome Souls, and of &ferring A Cala 
A great thing it would be, to have it deferr'd. What a Priviledge would m 
Servants of Chriſt count it, not to live to the Day, when the Spirit of the L 
God, ſhall be generally retir*d and gone. And Arbe Sceptiſm, Infidelity, W 


weſs, and Formality, have quite ſwallowed up our Religion, Ly py 
G88888 : 
4 
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A F uneral Sermon on Dr. William Bates. 


Thes ſbull the Lord be 'One, and 


"While fuch Men as We have loſt, liv? 9, they did, and ſuch do, a: as ; Inſtruments, 


keep fomewhat of ſerious Religion alive, under our ſeveral Forms, but as ready ro 
hes." TORES 


'But tho” it ſhoula ſeerh generally to have expired, let us believe it ſhall revive. 


When our C onfidences, and Vain Boaſts ceaſe, The Temple of the Lord ! The Temple 


of rhe Lord !: Lo here is Chrift, and there is Chriſt, And one ſort ceaſes to magnifie 


this Charch, and another #447, and an axiverſa/ Death is come upon us, then (and I 


am: afraid, not! till then) is'to be expeRted a glorious ReſurreQion, not of zhis or 
'that Party": For living, po _ Religion, when it recovers, will diſdain the Limits 
of a Party.” Nor is it tot ught, that Religion, modify'd by the deviſed  Diftin- 
tions, 0 +his, or that Party ever be the Rel jon of the World, But the ſame 
.Power chat rene mirark Ad i State'o of 1 ife, will bring us into a State of Unity, in 

gh, and Love. Then, will all the "Pirie Marks, and Means, of Diviſion, 
Chriſtians,” vaniſh. ' And nothing remain as a Teſt, or Boundary of Chriſtian 
_ Communion,” bur what” hath ics Foundation, « fach, in plain Re aſon, or ons 
. Then as there i is owe Body, and one Spirit, will that Almighty Spirit ſo. animate, 
and forw' this 'Body, w to ro it every-where amiable, felf-recommending, and 
capable of. fpreading, and My mr it ſelf, and to increaſe with the increaſe of God. 

Name One, in all the Earth, 
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His Sin, and the aggravation 
of it 93 
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